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The Brooklyn Paper

 The Brooklyn Paper has been bought by the Ru-
pert Murdoch-led News Corporation.
  The award-winning newspaper, which was founded 
in 1978 by Ed Weintrob and remained independent 
since, will become part of News Corp.’s Commu-
nity Newspaper Group, which owns 30 community 
weeklies in the Bronx, Queens and Brooklyn.
 “We are extremely excited to be adding The Brook-
lyn Paper to our group,” said News Corporation Senior 
Vice President Les Goodstein. “We bought The Paper 
because we admire its attitude, its flair and its outstand-
ing design. And we don’t intend to change that.”
 The deal was finalized last week, and was first 
reported on Tuesday by the New York Observer.
 In Brooklyn, the Community Newspaper Group 
also includes the Courier Life chain. Both Courier 
Life and The Brooklyn Paper will soon be housed 

Paper joins News Corp.

Brooklyn Paper Publisher Ed Weintrob ad-
dresses the staff after announcing that he 
had sold the paper he founded in 1978. 
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By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

 Ex-Councilman Steve DiBrienza is 
considering pulling the plug on his race 
to win back his old seat in the wake of 
a growing scandal over yearly, six-fig-
ure payouts from the City Council’s so-
called “slush fund” to the non-profit 
DiBrienza has run since leaving the 
legislature in 2001.
 The former lawmaker’s campaign 
tailspin began last Friday when the New 

York Post reported that the Neighbor-
hood Assistance Corporation — the 
shadowy Windsor Terrace group Di-
Brienza founded after his failed race 
for public advocate — has been en-
tirely funded by $1.19 million in tax-
payer funds it has received from the 
Council since 2002.
 The money is supposedly spent on 
youth sports teams and organize anti-

Steve’s scandal may push DiBrienza from Council race

 Brooklyn is one borough 
with two presidents. Our 
borough is home to not only 
Borough President Markow-
itz, but also Bronx Borough 
President Earl Brown.
 The borough of Kings found 
itself with a double dose of 
presidents when Brown, then 
the deputy borough presi-

dent, ascended to the north-
ernmost borough’s top job af-
ter President Obama named 
Bronx Beep Adolfo Carrion to 
be his urban affairs czar.
 Markowitz, of course, is 
a staunch opponent of East 
River tolls and supporter of 
Atlantic Yards, while Brown, 
who lives in Prospect Heights 

mildly supports tolls on city 
bridges and criticizes Atlantic 
Yards.
 Is Brooklyn big enough for 
the both of them? The Brook-
lyn Paper’s Mike McLaughlin 
asked.
Mike McLaughlin: Where do 
you live in Brooklyn?
Earl Brown: I’ve lived in Prospect 

Heights since the 1980s. 
MM: Were you pressured to 
leave your home borough 
and move to the Bronx when 
you became deputy beep?
EB: No, there was no pressure. My 
case is not unique. There has been 
a history in the Bronx of deputies 
not living in the borough. Fernando 

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 The signs they were a-changin’ 
in DUMBO on Monday — just in 
time to nail a law-abiding driver.
 Workers installed new park-
ing signs on a stretch of Wash-
ington Street Monday morning, 
changing an alternate-side-of-the-
street parking zone into a two-
hour parking area, and adding in 
a “no standing” zone as well.
 As a result, Iris Rios went from 
being a model citizen to a scoff-
law at the stroke of a jackham-
mer and power drill.
 And indeed, hours later, a 
bright orange reminder of city 
power was sitting on the wind-
shield of her green Ford.
 The price of his “violation”? 
One-hundred and fifteen dol-
lars.
 “It’s not right,” said Rios, a 
maintenance supervisor at a spe-

TAPE THAT!
By Aisha Gawad
for The Brooklyn Paper

 Who said masking tape was 
only good for putting up old Dy-
lan posters? Artist Sun Kwak 
uses that prosaic household ma-
terial as her prime medium of 
self-expression.
 Over the next two weeks, 
Kwak will finish covering the 
Brooklyn Museum’s fifth-floor 
gallery with her sticky new piece, 

“Enfolding 280 Hours,” a swirl-
ing mural made out of three 
miles of black masking tape.
 So much tape is a big invest-
ment. One 60-yard roll, two 
inches wide, sells for $2.99 
at American Housewares on 
Court Street in Downtown 
Brooklyn, which says it typi-
cally sells the rolls one or two 
at a time, not eight dozen at a 
time.

 “Three miles of tape? I 
couldn’t even guess how much 
that could cost,” said store em-
ployee Dwayne Dumont. “I 
don’t even want to try doing 
that math!”
 As a service, The Brooklyn 
Paper took out the abacus and 
did the calculation: Kwak’s mu-
ral would require 88 rolls and 
cost $263. Dumont said he’s 

It’s a sticky situation at B’klyn Museum

Artist Sun Kwak is covering a Brooklyn Museum gallery in masking tape.
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By Evan Gardner
for The Brooklyn Paper

 Cops nabbed a man for repeatedly breaking into a Brooklyn 
Heights synagogue, finally delivering the congregation from 
torment by the burglar — and it couldn’t have happened on a 

A PURIM 
MIRACLE

It’s a crime

Rabbi fingers thief

City makes good parker bad

‘CURIOUS’ RABBI: Just after 
this photo was taken, Rabbi 
Aaron Raskin ID’d a perp.
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Ines Rios will fight the fine she got after 
the city changed signs in DUMBO.
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By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

 The son of former Brooklyn 
Dodgers owner Walter O’Malley, 
perhaps the most reviled man 
in the history of the Western 
Hemisphere, will face down a 
borough still livid at losing its 
beloved Bums to Los Angeles 
more than half a century ago.
 Peter O’Malley will make 
a rare public appearance at the 
Brooklyn Historical Society on 
March 21, along with Michael 
D’Antonio, the author of “Forever 
Blue,” a new biography of Wal-
ter, and New York Times sports-
writer Richard Sandomir.
 The junior O’Malley’s par-

ticipation in the Q&A is the 
equivalent of a circus ring-
leader sticking his head into 
a hungry lion’s mouth. (What 
a surprise; he didn’t respond 
to requests for an interview to 
explain himself and his dad.)
 D’Antonio’s biography was 
the result of that ultimate Faus-
tian bargain: in exchange for 
giving the elder O’Malley a 
fair shake, the family gave the 
author access to thousands of 
pages of previously unavail-
able family documents.
 As a result, D’Antonio por-
trays O’Malley in a more favor-
able light than some diehards 
may be willing to tolerate. Yes, 

sports fans, he largely excuses 
the hated O’Malley — whose 
name is typically listed with 
Hitler’s and Stalin’s on lists of 
the worst villains of the 20th 
century (though not always in 
that order) — for shipping the 
team to Tinseltown.
 So here’s the revisionist his-
tory (or should that be “his 
story”?): O’Malley’s decision 
to flee Brooklyn only came af-
ter he “spent the better part of a 
decade trying to build a new sta-
dium” in Brooklyn, D’Antonio 
told The Brooklyn Paper.
 “The Dodgers needed to be 
able to seat more people. They 
needed more parking. They 

needed access to mass transit.”
 D’Antonio says that the real 
scoundrels were Robert Moses, 
the master planner opposed to 
a new stadium in Brooklyn for 
Dem Bums, and an oblivious 
Mayor Robert Wagner.
 “Wagner didn’t take seri-
ously the problems of the Dodg-
ers or the New York Giants — 
and he didn’t know what they 
meant to the city,” the author 
argues. 
 But facts be damned; it was 
O’Malley, not Moses or Wag-
ner, who went down in history 
as a sun-loving Satan.
 Other baseball historians un-

O’Malley’s son here to clear dad’s name

Bronx borough president lives in Prospect Heights

HITLER, STALIN AND HIM: Dodger 
owner Walter O’Malley’s name still 
lives in infamy.

more auspicious day.
 Rabbi Aaron Raskin, 
who heads congregation 
B’nai Avraham, was pre-
paring for Purim, a holi-
day that celebrates another 
long-ago deliverance, on 
March 10, when police 
told him that they had 
cornered the suspect on 
Henry Street, near Pier-
repont Street.
 Already in costume for 
his shul’s annual holiday 
festivities, Raskin hopped 
into the squad car and pos-
itively ID’d the suspect.
 “I was the ‘Man in the 
Yellow Hat’ from the Cu-
rious George books,” said 
Raskin, who had met the 

suspect years ago when he came to the synagogue for charity.
 Since then, the man has been breaking into the synagogue 
every few weeks and stealing charity donation boxes. The most-
recent crime was on March 4, cops said.
 Not long after the arrest, Raskin received another call from 
the cops. “They said that [the suspect] wanted to talk to me, and 
that he was telling them he was my friend,” said Raskin. “With 
friends like that, who needs enemies?”

Acting Bronx Beep Earl Brown 
actually lives in Brooklyn!
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Eli Rose, 11, attracted a lot of attention on Montague Street in 
Brooklyn Heights on Sunday with his newsbox antics.

The bodega of the future — today!
By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 A Greenpoint restaurateur is hav-
ing a go at reinventing the city’s most 
ubiquitous culinary standby — the 
corner bodega.
 Cody Utzman, a former chef at 
Brooklyn Label and the man behind 
the popular Manhattan Avenue eatery 
Papacitos, showed The Brooklyn Pa-
per his soon-to-open hybrid grocery 
that will merge bodega-style conve-
nience with gourmet-quality goods.
 “Bodegas are things that are so 
close to Brooklyn’s heart — they 
are places where Brooklynites go 
two or three times a day for soda, 
cigarettes, tampons, or an egg sand-
wich,” said Utzman. “We’re going to 
have all of that stuff, but our spin is 
that we’re going to be stocking lo-
cal products, and everything will be 
made in-house.”

 When the Brooklyn Standard Deli 
opens at the corner of Nassau Ave-
nue and Jewel Street on April 1, the 
shelves of the 1,800-square-foot shop 
will be lined with bodega staples like 
toilet paper, chewing gum, and other 
odds and ends — as well as produce 
from New York growers, eggs and 
milk from an upstate farms, home-
made bread, and prepared foods made 
in the shop’s kitchen.
 “A lot of these organic products are 
only available in nice restaurants or 
upscale groceries, but I want to bring 
these products down to a more pedes-
trian level,” said Utzman. “The prices 
of these things usually exclude a whole 
class of people who can’t afford to use 
them, but by preparing everything in 
house, we can charge a lot less.”
 For example, Utzman says he’ll 
sell an eight-ounce container of or-
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Here’s Cody Utzman’s Brooklyn Standard Deli, which he calls “the bo-
dega of the future.” It’s a nice place (note the chandelier!).
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See DIBRIENZA on page 11

See PARKER on page 10See TAPE on page 11 See PAPER on page 11

See DODGERS on page 12

See BRONX on page 12

See BODEGA on page 11
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85 Court Street in Downtown Brooklyn

(718) 243-0844

We Appreciate Your Business!
OVER 30 YEARS  

IN BUSINESS

Featuring Home Delivery 
within Brooklyn

®

Fresh veggies can’t be ‘beet!’
LIVINGSTON SEED CO.

WE DO FENCING BIRTHDAYS! 
Parties up to 20 kids 

Group Classes
    beginner to advanced, 7 years to adults

62 Fourth St (corner of Hoyt)  (718) 522-5822
www.BrooklynFencing.com

BROOKLYN
FENCING CENTER

By Mike McLaughlin 
and Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

 Robert Guskind, the tow-
ering figure in the Brooklyn 
blogosphere who created the 
Gowanus Lounge Web site, 
died last week after an appar-
ent drug overdose  in his Park 
Slope home. He was 50.
 His three-year-old site, 
which focused on — and fre-
quently lampooned — real-
estate development during the 
boom and bust in Brooklyn, 
was one of the borough’s most 
widely read Internet sites. It 
contained hard news scoops 
and opinionated rants as well 
as the lighthearted, such as 
frequent photos of discarded 
couches.
 Guskind’s preservation-
ist passions and tireless writ-
ing built up a vast readership 
and extended the Gowanus 

ost in the confusion and pain over the 
death of Brooklyn’s premiere blog-
ger Robert Guskind last Wednes-

day at age 50 is something important 
to this old-media scrooge:
 He was a great journalist.
 In an age of hourly deadlines and 
rapidly evolving media where report-
ing typically means merely linking to 
someone else’s story or posting a city 
agency’s press release, Guskind’s Gow-
anus Lounge Web site was a wondrous 
mix of well-reported stories, lightning-
fast updates, humorous asides and, yes, 
angry tirades against those who threat-
ened Brooklyn’s uniqueness.
 He was a one-man assignment desk 
for every young journalist in the city.
 When we heard about his death, we 
did what Bob would’ve wanted us to 
do: we put aside our emotions and re-
ported the story about his sad end.
 Sad because reporting like Guskind’s 
— real street reporting coupled with 
vibrant writing and institutional vig-
ilance — touches readers, who con-
nect with newspapers and Web sites 
that have a hand-made feel.
 Where some reporters labor under the 
false impression that earnestness is the 
same as objectivity, Guskind pierced his 
targets with rapier precision.
 His headline on the relatively minor 
news this week that the state had decided 
to end its closure of East River State Park 
poked fun at the bureaucrats’ press re-
lease touting that the reopening one month 
early was arranged “just in time” for the 
warmer weather.
 “A Small Victory for Frostbite,” Gus-
kind wrote, parodying the press release. 
“East River State Park Reopening To-
morrow!!!”
 Similarly, the new Richard Meier 
building on Grand Army Plaza was not 
merely “the new Richard Meier build-
ing on Grand Army Plaza,” but “Rich-
ard Meier’s bird-killer” after he reported 
on residents’ complaints that the glass-

development of our beloved borough, 
he impressed me most of all with his 
heart for animals. And don’t forget all 
the street couches!”
 Louise Crawford at Only the Blog 
Knows Brooklyn added that she was 
always “amazed at the scope of Bob’s 
reporting” given his day job at a com-
munity newspaper in New Jersey and 
a freelance job with Curbed.
 “I wondered, [how] did he have the 
time for all the top-notch reporting?”
 We all did; the guy was everywhere 
at once — photographing a broken bike 
chained to a tree in Williamsburg, cov-
ering public hearings in Coney Island, 
meeting us for a few laughs and a drink 
at Brook-vin in Park Slope.
 His relentless pursuit of the truth con-
tributed to a crushing stress he was feel-
ing at the end of his life. Last month, 
after the Jewish Forward ran a story 
suggesting that the Park Slope Food 
Co-op planned to ban Israeli-made or 
-grown products, Guskind posted a brief 
story about the Forward piece — a re-
blog, if you will.
 At the time, I knew the Forward piece 
was wrong, but didn’t begrudge Guskind 
his post. As a journalist, he knew that 
even the mere mention of an Israel ban 
would be big news.
 But the problem was that the story 
was false. No ban was being considered. 
Though Guskind hadn’t made a mistake 
— he merely reported what the Forward 
reported — he was dogged by a deep feel-
ing that he had let down his readers.
 “He was incredibly upset that he re-
blogged that Forward piece,” one of his 
contributors, Jack Szwergold, told me. 
“I told him that it was not his fault, but 
part of his response to me was “I feel 
like s—t about that whole thing. I take 
no pleasure in drawing attention to a 
bulls— story. And it is my fault.”
 It wasn’t his fault. He was a journal-
ist. It’s not something you can turn off. 
 — Gersh Kuntzman

walled tower was a bird magnet.
 And so the Decora, a building on 
North 10 Street in Williamsburg, was 
not merely a nondescript condo, but 
the “green bathroom tile building.”
 And a windowless building on Bond 
Street became “the bunker on Bond.”
 It’s no wonder that last week, the In-
ternet was filled with tributes to Gus-
kind from an amazing cross section 
of Brooklynites — new and old, jour-
nalists and readers — who appreciated 
what he did.
 Many of his fellow bloggers, and even 
fewer of his readers, ever met him, but 
he made them feel at home.
 “I never met Bob, but he was a friend 
to me whose kindness I will never forget 
his kindness,” Deborah Matlack from 
Bay Ridge posted on The Brooklyn Pa-
per’s condolence page. “Not only did he 
cover all the news regarding the over-

Report: Drug overdose claims life of Brooklyn’s beloved ‘Blogfather’

IN HIS ELEMENT: Bob Guskind addresses the Brooklyn Blog Fest in 2007, 
when the once-small event was still in the Old Stone House.

Lounge’s influence into City 
Hall and the executive suites 
of the city’s biggest develop-
ers, who often found them-
selves as the blogger’s target 
in withering broadsides.
 The prolific blogger and 
journalist, who once wrote 
for the National Journal, the 
Washington Post, a Newark 
community newspaper, and 
even The Brooklyn Paper, 
had endured a chaotic per-
sonal life in the months lead-
ing up to his death.
 He and his wife were sep-
arated last year after Guskind 
had an extra-marital affair, 
he told The Brooklyn Paper 
shortly before his death.
 And in January, Guskind 
lost his “day job” at the Web 
site Curbed.
 For years, he wrote about 
his struggle with heroin addic-
tion in publications like Under-

a small ceremony for friends 
and family.
 In recent months, Guskind 
had entered a dark period — 
one that was apparent not just 
to his friends and family, but 
even to his readers.  
 His postings on Gow-
anus Lounge had become 
more erratic — both in tone 
and frequency — in recent 
months, but Guskind main-
tained a large audience and 
was even courted by elected 
officials, such as Councilman 
David Yassky (D–Brooklyn 
Heights), who took the on-
line muckraker to lunch in 
December. 
 “I realized that his blog 
was a part of the media land-
scape,” Yassky said.  “I was a 
reader and I was very much 

ground Voices magazine.
 Friends of Guskind were 
concerned as early as last 
Monday, the same day that 
posts abruptly stopped ap-
pearing on gowanuslounge.
com and Guskind’s regular 
Twitter blasts also ceased.
 After another day of si-
lence, Guskind’s body was 
found on Wednesday at 7:19 
pm, the city medical exam-
iner said. 
 An autopsy was per-
formed, but additional “tis-
sue and toxicology” tests are 
being analyzed to determine 
the cause of death, said Ellen 
Borakov, a spokeswoman for 
the examiner.
 On Wednesday, a week af-
ter his death, he was cremated 
at Green-Wood Cemetery in 

aware that a lot of my con-
stituents read his blog.”
 Yassky’s district includes 
Williamsburg, a neighbor-
hood of particular fascina-
tion to Guskind because of 
its rapid gentrification of the 
last decade. One object of de-
rision was the so-called “Fin-
ger building,” a tall, stalled 
project that earned its nick-
name because it rises like a 
middle finger among low-rise 
homes and apartments. 
 At the other end of the bor-
ough in Coney Island, Gus-
kind also verbally flayed Joe 
Sitt, a major landowner who 
Guskind wrote was destroy-
ing the honky-tonk charm of 
the People’s Playground by 
evicting carnie tenants. 
 In January, when the As-

troland theme park was be-
ing dismantled after Sitt did 
not offer a lease extension, 
Guskind  wrote, “We can not 
think of enough foul exple-
tives to fully describe our rage 
and contempt for what he is 
doing to Coney Island.”
 But because his blunt and 
pointed words were sincere, 
Guskind retained the respect 
of his self-professed rivals. 
 “We disagreed about al-
most everything he wrote 
about Coney Island, but there 
was never any doubt that Bob 
always believed what he wrote 
and genuinely cared about the 
borough of Brooklyn,” said 
Stefan Friedman, president of 
the PR firm Knickerbocker 
SKD, which represents Sitt’s 
company Thor Equities. 
 Guskind combined his out-
spoken opinions with old-
fashioned shoe-leather report-
ing. He roved the borough, 
usually lugging a camera and 
video equipment to create a 
multi-media experience on 
the Gowanus Lounge.
 “I never got to meet Bob, 
but his blog helped me get to 
know Brooklyn and go from 
being homesick for the south 
to feeling at home here. I wish 
I had told him that,” wrote 
“Katie Black” on a Web site 
maintained by Guskind’s 
friend, Miss Heather.
 Guskind is survived by 
his wife, Olivia Kissin; his 
mother Sally Guskind; and 
his sister Sharon Vitale. 

Bob Guskind doing what he 
loved, covering an Atlantic Yards 
rally last year, camera in hand.

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 Gentlemen, start your appetites.
 The annual “Dine in Brooklyn” week starts on March 23, 
with 200 restaurants offering three-course meals for $23.
 As you might expect, the borough’s most-famous eater 
has the knives out on this one.
 “Dine in Brooklyn is more than just a great deal for food-
ies and ‘chowhounds,’” said Borough President Markowitz, 
“It’s also a delicious global tour without the cost of airfare!”
 The big news this year is brunch: two-dozen eateries are 
serving a two-person brunch for $23.
 True, some (including Brooklyn Paper columnist Mike 
McLaughlin) revile the breakfast-lunch amalgam, eater-
ies including the South African restaurant Madiba in Fort 
Greene, Park Slope’s Latin cantina Barrio, and the Ditmas 
Park bistro Pomme de Terre will draw crowds for their cut-
rate version.
 If you prefer your meals — and your deals — later in your 
day, visit DUMBO’s River Cafe and Smith Street’s Apart-
ment 138, which received rave reviews from The Brook-
lyn Paper during past “Dine in Brooklyn” weeks.
 For a list of eateries, visit Markowitz’s Web site at www.
brooklyn-usa.org/press/2009/mar9.htm.

‘Dine in Brooklyn’ is back

Borough President Markowitz kicked off “Dine in 
Brooklyn” by saying hi to the staff of Dougies BBG.

AN APPRECIATION
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FREE Apple Diagnostic!

LEARN TO 
DRIVE!

Since 1943

AS SEEN ON

TV
No permits or test required to enroll!

U.S. AUTO SCHOOL

718-855-1200
                          

$10 OFF ANY SERVICE
WITH THIS COUPON

DMV 5 HOUR CLASS / 7 DAYS A WEEK

Point insurance reduction course
Save 10% on insurance.

Reduce 4 points from driving record.

Get your driver’s license fast & easy!

93 Montague St. (at Hicks St.),  Brooklyn Heights
718-802-0900
Mon-Fri: 8:30am to 7pm | Saturday: 10am to 5pm
Sunday: 10am to 3 pm

The UPS Store®

Get a mailbox 
with benefits

476 Myrtle Avenue
between Washington Ave. & Hall St.

Dr. Pamella Dendtler
Dr. Monica Johnson

CLINIC HOURS:

Our services 
include:

We’ll give you reason to smile!

NEW PATIENT SPECIAL
$50 GIFT CERTIFICATE

(Any service over $150 until 3/30/09)

Signature Smile
General & Cosmetic Dentistry

718-246-5677

Custom Framing
Ready-Made Frames
Posters & Prints
Friendly Service

374 7th Avenue
(bet. 11th & 12th Sts)

718-832-0655

718 625 6800  T
718 625 0669  F

www.rollingpress.com

an environmentally-friendly
boutique print house

We Print Stuff

100% Recycled
& FSC Papers

Vegetable Inks
with Low VOCs

Chemical-Free 
CTP Production

Printed with
Wind Power

Brochures

Postcards

Catalogs

Magazines

Marketing
Collateral

Etc.

TAX PREP PLUS
ONLY $20 

for professionally-prepared return
Families with children earning less than 55k and 

individuals earning less than 30k in 2008 are eligible.

at NEW UTRECHT REFORMED CHURCH
18th Avenue at 84th Street, Bensonhurst

Wednesdays, 3:30–8:30pm
Appointments only

Call Eddy Gregory at (718) 448-1544 x183
In partnership with Department of Consumer Affairs 
Office of Financial Empowerment

Project
Hospitality

Harbor Motor Inn

Harbor Motor Inn

Happy Passover
––––––––––––––––––––
VISIT OUR EXPANDED

PASSOVER
SECTION
––––––––––––––––––––

We have (or will get you)

everything you need for
your Seder Table.

“We’re not just Matzo”

Pick Quick Key Food
5th Avenue/Corner Baltic St.

* Plenty of Free Parking *

(718) 768-9274 (WASH)  OPEN 7 DAYS 7AM-10PM 

VEGAS

555 7TH AVE
ENTER FROM 19TH ST. JUST SOUTH OF 7TH AVE.

“HIGHEST QUALITY CAR WASH,  
AT THE BEST PRICES!”

“VIP MEGA” Elite Full Service
“Extreme Jackpot” Package +

Not to be combined with any 
other offers. Expires 3/31/2009

$1846
Now Just

$30
Value

“Platinum” Express Car Wash
Includes:

Not to be combined with any 
other offers. Expires 3/31/2009

$369
$7
Value

“Extreme Jackpot” Full Service
Includes:

Not to be combined with any 
other offers. Expires 3/31/2009

$877
$13
Value
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By Evan Gardner
for The Brooklyn Paper

 An ongoing project to 
restore a 71-year old tanker 
scored a big hit this week-
end when organizers acquired 
and started cleaning an all-
important engine for the be-
leaguered boat.
 Carolina Salguero, who runs 
the maritime cultural group 
PortSide New York that is 
restoring the tanker Mary A. 
Whalen at the Red Hook Ma-
rine Terminal, learned about 
the 49,000-pound engine from 
a friend in Seattle, where one of 
the Whalen’s sister ships was 
being scrapped. After a cross-
country trip, the rusty power-
plant is back in Brooklyn.
 Salguero bought the ma-
chinery for $5,705 and is quite 
happy with her find.
 “One dealer I spoke to is 
asking $7,500 for one pis-
ton for this engine!” said Sal-
guero, who noted that getting 
the aged engine up and run-
ning will still require a lot of 
elbow grease.

RED HOOK

CLEANING UP: Volunteers from PortSideNY helped scrub and restore long-
needed engine parts for the old tanker, Mary A. Whalen.
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PARK SLOPE

By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

 Brooklynites, get ready to move to 
flushing!
 The Landmarks Preservation Com-
mission unanimously approved a site 
for the borough’s first public pay toilet 
— a little nook on Flatbush Avenue just 
to the south of Grand Army Plaza.
 “The Commission approved it be-
cause … the restroom would be installed 
at enough of a distance from the his-
torical features [in Grand Army Plaza] 
and the entrance [to Prospect Park],” 
said Landmarks spokeswoman Lisi de 

Bourbon.
 The public, coin-operated, self-clean-
ing toilet will be part of an expansion in 
the city’s franchise agreement with the 
Spanish company, Cemusa, which sells 
advertising on the units to underwrite 
their installation and maintenance.
 One of the toilets is in Madison Square 
Park in Manhattan and the other is in 
Queens. There will eventually be 20 
such units, though the one next to Pros-
pect Park will not bear advertising.
 A second toilet is being planned for 
Columbus Park in Downtown Brook-
lyn, as The Brooklyn Paper reported 
last month.The city has approved this.

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

 Intense lobbying from residents of 
the Columbia Street Waterfront District 
prompted the city to include their sliver 
of a neighborhood in a broader initia-
tive to restrict new building heights in 
Carroll Gardens. 
 The two neighborhoods have been 
particularly vocal in their opposition 
to tall, modern buildings popping up 
among the diminutive skyline.
 “We became concerned when there 
was a proposal to put an 11-story build-
ing on the corner of Sackett and Co-
lumbia streets,” said Michael Webster, 
president of the Columbia Waterfront 
Neighborhood Association. “That par-
ticular proposal didn’t actually get built, 
but it was a very strong warning of what 
could happen.”
 The Department of City Planning, 
which already said it would begin a re-
view this summer to cap new construc-
tion at 60 feet in Carroll Gardens, now 
says it will include the Columbia Street 
area, just across the Brooklyn–Queens 
Expressway, in the study to determine 
which parts of the neighborhood will 
get the protective zoning.
 “The goals for these areas are the 

same: update decades-old zoning with 
contextual zoning designations, estab-
lish height limits for the first time and 
curb out-of-scale development,” said 
City Planning Department spokes-
woman Jennifer Torres.
 Webster told The Brooklyn Paper 
that the city indicated it will probably 
not alter the manufacturing zoning on 

blocks close to Van Brunt Street and 
Red Hook’s working cargo port.
 A neighborhood-wide rezoning must 
undergo a comprehensive and time-con-
suming public review before it can be 
enacted. Community Board 6, Borough 
President Markowitz, the City Planning 
Commission and the City Council will 
all vote on the measure.

Neighbors want new building heights to be kept low

COLUMBIA STREET WATERFRONT

The city hopes to rezone the Columbia Street Waterfront District to 
protect its character.
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By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 There’s a new front in the 
fight over the Gaza Strip — 
the doorstep of the Brook-
lyn Academy of Music.
 About 15 pro-Palestin-
ian demonstrators gathered 
across the street from the ven-
erable Fort Greene music hall 
last Thursday to protest the 
Israel-based Batsheva Dance 
Company, calling for a boy-
cott over the Jewish state’s 
actions in Gaza.
 Some ticketholders for the 
show by the well-regarded 
modern dance troupe ar-
gued that political protests 
should be reserved for po-
litical events — not artistic 
performances.
 “They have the right to 
protest if they want to, but 
I don’t think this should be 
boycotted,” said Lindsay 
Weiner. “Dance is art, and 
artists should be allowed to 
express themselves.”
 Ticketholder Gerald Walts 
said that arts groups could ac-
tually be the key to finding 
peace in the Middle East.
 “It’s somewhat inappropri-
ate to be boycotting a cultural 
group,” he said. “During the 
Cold War, developing positive 
cultural relations [between 
the United States and the So-

a bomb crater in Gaza.
 The pamphlet irked some 
of the visitors, who asked po-
lice to move the protestors to 
their barricaded pen across 
the street.
 “They shouldn’t be al-
lowed to stand here,” said El-
yse Aronoff. They’re handing 
out this thing that looks like 
a program, when in fact it’s 
propaganda. They shouldn’t 
be allowed to be so close — 
it’s not fair.”
 After a discussion with 
police, the pamphleteers 
returned to the protest area 
across the street — where 
demonstrators held signs 
reading, “Palestine — peace 
not ethnic cleansing,” and 
chanted, “Our only course 
of action: boycott, divest and 
sanction.”
 There were no arrests 
at the protest, according to 
BAM spokeswoman Fatima 
Kafele.
 “There were no alterca-
tions,” she said. “Everything 
was by the books.” 
 The protest comes just days 
after a rumored boycott of 
Israeli products at the Park 
Slope Food Co-op sparked a 
controversy that was reported 
worldwide.
 A spokesman for the Bat-
sheva dance troupe did not 
respond.

viet Union] was considered a 
really important thing to do 
— I don’t see why it shouldn’t 
be the same in this case.”
 But protester Ryvka Bar-
zohar disagreed.
 “Cultural events are po-
litical too — especially if 
they are being promoted and 
funded by the Israeli govern-
ment,” she said. “They are try-
ing to use culture as a way 
of whitewashing Israel. That 
makes this a very political 
event.”

 The protest, filled with 
flag-waving, dancing and an 
a capella rap performance — 
was peaceful. There was a 
brief moment of tension when 
protesters stood in front of 
BAM’s doors and distributed 
leaflets to ticketholders that 
looked like show programs, 
but were in fact pro-Palestin-
ian pamphlets.
 The brochure included a 
composite image of a danc-
er’s ballet shoes superim-
posed atop a photograph of 

FORT GREENE

Anti-Israel protesters rallied outside of the Brook-
lyn Academy of Music last Thursday night to com-
plain about an Israeli dance troupe that was per-
forming inside.
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78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

 Two men have been ar-
rested for robbing a man’s 
Union Street apartment — 
while a cop was watching 
— on March 3, police re-
ported.
 The officer said he saw one 
man exiting the building, be-
tween Seventh and Eighth av-
enues, with a box containing 
three books while the other 
stood lookout at around 11:25 
am.
 The two defendants 
claimed innocence.
 “We didn’t do anything 
wrong,” one said.
 The other was less sure: “I 
didn’t do anything wrong,” he 
said, according to police.

The other cheeks
 A thug hit a man in the 
face with something — the 
victim doesn’t know what  — 
cutting both cheeks on March 
7. 
 The man was on Flat-
bush Avenue at Park Place 
at around 4:15 pm when he 
was assaulted, police said, 
though he gave few details 
to the officers.

Smoke free
 The term “bumming 
a smoke” took on a new 
meaning on March 4 after 
a thief snatched the purse of 
a woman who offered to give 
him a cigarette. 
 The lady was on the corner 
of Sixth Avenue and Bergen 
Street at around 12:05 pm 
when she offered the man a 
smoke, cops said.
 Instead of accepting it, he 
grabbed her purse and ran to-
wards Flatbush Avenue, tak-
ing a handbag that included 
lipstick, various prescriptions 
and about $100.

Dress ’n’ ditch
 A quick trickster nabbed 
a woman’s wallet while she 
was trying on clothes at the 
Salvation Army on Flatbush 
Avenue on Feb. 26, the vic-
tim told police.
  The victim put her bag on 
the ground while shopping 
at the thrift shop, which is 
between Sixth Avenue and 
Bergen Street. When she 
paid for the items at around 
4:30 pm, she noticed that her 
wallet, with $250 inside, was 
gone. 

Delivery despair
 A thug ran off with a de-
liveryman’s bicycle after 
displaying not one, but two, 
knives on March 2, cops 
said.
 The 22-year-old worker 
was making a delivery on 
Warren Street between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues at 7:40 pm 
when the perp grabbed him 
and displayed the blades.
 That was enough to secure 
the poor guy’s $300 bike, the 
police report said. 

Twofer
 A sneaky thief broke into 
two Prospect Place apart-
ments on March 6, nabbing 
$7,210 worth of jewels and 
electronics from one of the 
units, police records show.
 The thief broke in after 
9:15 am, when one of the res-
idents left. The perp, and the 
woman’s Apple laptop, two 
diamond rings, various gold 
pieces, an external hard drive, 
and a digital camera, were 
gone when she returned at 
9 pm.

This cop sees it all go down on Union
 Police interviewed a neigh-
bor who had been home all 
day, but he didn’t hear any-
thing.
 The same thief also broke 
into another apartment on the 
same floor of the building, 
which is at Fifth Avenue, but 
didn’t get anything from this 
one.

Jewelry jack
 A bandit bashed into a 
Berkeley Place apartment on 
March 4, stealing $5,450 in 
jewelry and electronics.
 The victim left her apart-
ment, between Seventh and 
Eighth avenues, at 2 pm. 
When she returned nine hours 
later, she noticed that her Ap-
ple laptop, a flat-screen TV 
and about 15 pieces of jew-
elry were gone.
 A neighbor told cops that 
two men knocked on his door 
around 2 pm saying they were 
electrical workers.

Passport party
 A thief stole two passports, 
among other things, from a 
Sterling Place apartment dur-
ing a party on Feb. 28. 
 The victim said the theft 
occurred during a nightime 
party for her daughter — who 
knew only seven of the 14 
guests.
 The apartment, between 
Fifth and Sixth avenues, was 
relieved of an Apple laptop, 
two passports, a debit card, the 
victim’s German birth certifi-
cate and the Chinese adoption 
papers for the daughter.

Auto pay
 At least two cars were sto-
len:
 • A thief pinched a 2000 
Volkswagon Jetta between 
Feb. 24 and March 2, when its 
owner returned to the spot on 
13th Street between Seventh 
and Eighth avenues where he 
had left the car.
 • A 1989 Subaru was sto-
len from its President Street 
parking spot sometime be-
tween March 2 and 4. The 
victim had left the car locked 
between Third and Fourth av-
enues. — Emilia Brock

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–DUMBO 

Boerum Hill–Downtown

Hairy situation
 A man stole more than 
$150 in hair care equipment 
from the Walgreens at the 
corner of Atlantic and Third 
avenues on March 4, police 
said.
 According to cops, the man 
took three curling irons, two 
blow-dryers and four bottles 
of shampoo from an enclosed 
case at around 7:30 am. As 
he left the store, a patron 
tried to block the exit, but 
the 6-foot-3 perp lifted him 
off the ground, pushed him 
into the door, and said, “Get 
the f— out of my way!” po-
lice said.
 The robber may have got-
ten away, but he left ample 
evidence behind. Before 
stealing the hair products, the 
perp put in for a prescription, 
using a state benefit card. 
In addition, the crime was 
captured by a store security 
camera.

Defenestration
 A man who had been cor-
nered in a string of recent rob-
beries tried to escape from 
police by jumping out of a 
Schermerhorn Street mo-
tel’s second-floor window 

on March 2, but he was ar-
rested after a violent and bi-
zarre struggle.
 At around 10 am, police 
tracked the man, who is impli-
cated in at least four Brook-
lyn robberies, to a room at the 
Hotel Princess, a motel be-
tween Hoyt and Bond streets. 
When cops moved in on him, 
he tried to escape by jump-
ing out of a window, but was 
dazed by the 30-foot fall and 
was quickly surrounded.
 In the ensuing struggle, the 
perp became violent and un-
cooperative, kicking his legs 
to avoid being searched, po-
lice said. He then pulled a 
loaded 9 mm Ruger hand-
gun and allegedly fired one 
round at the cops.
 After finally being sub-
dued, the crook was taken 
to Kings County Hospital 
for injuries sustained in his 
two-story plunge.

Rooftop heist
 An office building on Jay 
Street was the scene of a spec-
tacular heist on March 3 as 
a burglar broke into several 
office suites and stole more 
than $200,000 worth of com-
puter equipment.
 Police said that at least 
one person dropped into the 
building, between John and 
Plymouth streets, by break-
ing through a skylight on the 
11-story structure at around 
2 am.
 Hitting two offices on the 
10th floor and another on the 
11th floor, the burglar stole 
15 computers, including one 
worth more than $173,000, a 
projector, and other equip-
ment.
 There are no security cam-
eras inside the building, but 
cops said that a motion detec-
tor was set off at 2:20 am.

Arrest by victim
 Someone broke into a 
Pacific Street apartment on 
March 3, but he couldn’t have 
picked a worse target — the 
owner of the apartment is a 
cop!
 Police said that when the 
officer returned to his build-
ing, which is between Third 
and Fourth avenues, at around 
5:40 pm, the burglar was in 
the process of breaking in. 
When the perp caught sight of 
the cop bearing down on him, 
the he tried to flee, wildly 
swinging a hammer at the 
cop’s head, police said.
 A struggle ensued, and 
the officer pulled the perp, 
kicking and screaming, to 
the ground.
 The hapless crook’s after-
noon outing ended in lockup, 
but an accomplice, who was 
not involved in the fight, was 
not caught.
 — Evan Gardner

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens 

Cobble Hill– Red Hook

Urine trouble
 A man caught kicking in 
the front door of a Dikeman 
Street building on March 5 
tried to brush off the incident 
by claiming he was looking 
for a place to go to the bath-
room. 

 The resident, a 48-year-old 
man, heard someone playing 
footsy with the entrance to 
his building between Dwight 
and Richards streets at 1:20 
pm, so he opened the door.
 “What are you doing 
here?” he asked the kicker.
 Before fleeing, the foiled 
burglar said, “I stopped here 
to take a piss.”
 The tenant was pee’d off 
enough to call cops.
 — Mike McLaughlin

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Williamsburg

Two-slay day
 March 8 was a bloody day 
in Greenpoint, where gun vi-
olence took the lives of two 
victims. Here are the grisly 
details of the 94th Precinct’s 
first murders of 2009:
 • An embattled former 
cop killed his girlfriend and 
wounded her pal in a deadly 
Engert Avenue shooting, cops 
said.
 Police suspect that Jerry 
Bowens, a 42-year-old ex-cop 
who was stripped of his gun 
after allegedly stealing drugs 
and cash from an undercover 
officer posing as a dealer, 
took his 28-year-old girl-
friend’s life at around 4:38 
pm in a friend’s apartment 
near the corner of Eckford 
Street.
 After firing at his love in-
terest, the ex-cop turned the 
gun on his girlfriend’s pal, 
shooting her in the head and 
arm, cops said. 
 The second victim is in 
stable condition, and Bow-
ens turned himself in, po-
lice said. 
 • A seemingly random 
attack claimed the life of 
a 25-year-old as he sat in a 
minivan on March 8.
 A gunman and an accom-
plice fired two shots into the 
passenger side of a Honda 
Odyssey that was idling on 
Anthony Street at around 
11:20 pm, striking the vic-
tim, cops said.
 After the shooting, the 
crooks fled the scene, which 
was near Porter Avenue.

Super sweep
 Thieves cut a hole in the 
roof of the Associated Gro-
cery store on Manhattan Ave-
nue on March 4 and snatched 
a safe, cops said.
 The crooks propped a lad-
der against the grocery store 
to get onto the roof between 
midnight and 7 am. Once atop 
the building, which is at the 
corner of Calyer Street, the 
burglars drilled into the su-
permarket and heisted a safe 
from an office, police said. 

Diamond ding
 Cops nabbed three thugs 
who held up a 57-year-old 
man on Diamond Street on 
March 7.
 The thieves confronted the 
victim between Driggs and 
Nassau avenues at around 
1:20 am and struck him vi-
olently before snatching his 
wallet — but police say they 
locked up all three suspects 
later that day.

Mac attack
 A thief cleaned out a Lo-
rimer Street apartment on 
March 5 — and locked res-
idents of their building while 
committing the act. 
 The victim of the burglary 
noticed a stranger loitering 
on the stoop of his residence 

when he stepped out of his 
apartment at around 2 pm.
 Witnesses then spotted the 
thief enter the building, which 
is between Conselyea Street 
and Metropolitan Avenue, and 
deadbolt the front door.
 Once inside, the crook 
grabbed two Apple comput-
ers and fled before 3 pm.

Electro-nixed
 Crooks pilfered a Newell 
Street apartment on March 4 
and grabbed as many electronic 
devices as they could carry.
 The thieves got into the 
apartment between 8:30 am 
and 3:15 pm and grabbed a 
camera, a satellite-guided 
digital mapping device, an 
iPod, a laptop, and a television 
from the residence, which is 
between Nassau and Norman 
avenues.
 The apartment showed no 
signs of forced entry, cops 
said.  — Ben Muessig

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge

Gun mug!
 A man beat and robbed a 
woman at gunpoint on 10th 
Avenue on March 7.
 The 45-year-old victim 
told police that she was be-
tween 62nd and 63rd streets 
at around 8 pm when the sus-
pect approached pulled out 
a gun.
 He then grabbed the wom-
an’s purse and hit her in the 
face several times with the 
pistol before running down 
the street with the bag, which 
contained nearly $100 and 
various debit and credit 
cards.

Gym rats
 At least two lockers were 
broken into in separate in-
cidents at local gyms last 
week.
 First, someone grabbed 
nearly $200 from a locker 
inside of an 86th Street sports 
club on March 2.
 The victim, 27, entered 
the Dolphin Fitness Center 
at the corner of Fourth Av-
enue at around 9:15 pm and 
locked up his wallet and work 
clothes, police said.
 When he returned to the 
locker just an hour later, he 
discovered that his money 
and an American Express 
credit card were gone from 
the wallet inside.
 Two days later, someone 
stole more than $120 from 
the locker room of another 
86th Street gym.
 The 56-year-old victim 
told police he entered the 
New York Sports Club, be-
tween Fourth and Fifth ave-
nues, at around 5:15 pm and 
locked up his belongings. 
When he returned, the lock 
had been broken off the cubby 
and his wallet was gone.

Purse snatch
 A man nabbed more than 
$950 from a woman’s purse 
as she walked on Ninth Av-
enue on March 4.
 The 39-year-old victim told 
cops she was walking home 
at around 10 pm when a man 
approached her at the corner 
of 62nd Street, snatched her 
purse and fled, making off 
with the cash and the new 
$150 designer handbag.
 — Emily Lavin

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Cell done
 A teenage delinquent stole 
a cellphone from a 15-year-
old boy near the corner of 
Willoughby and Clinton av-
enues on March 3.
 The victim said the hood-
lum demanded that he empty 

his pockets. But the teen re-
fused, leading to a scuffle in 
the streets at 3 pm. The thief 
snatched the cellphone in the 
skirmish and fled.

Benz out of shape
 A rogue stole oodles of 
goodies from a parked lux-
ury car on Washington Ave-
nue overnight on March 3.
 The late model Mercedes 
Benz was parked between 
Lafayette and Greene av-
enues from 5 pm to 10:50 
am, the 38-year-old owner 
told cops. When the driver 
returned he said someone had 
damaged the car and taken 
a lady’s ruby and diamond 
ring, an iPod, $200 and a gift 
card for $100. 

All’s fair
 A woman half the age of 
her manly companion alleg-
edly stole his considerable 
valuables during a pre-dawn 
argument near the corner of 
Washington and Willoughby 
avenues on March 1. 
 The victim, 44, said that 
during the 5 am spat, his 
22-year-old gal pal stole 
$1,000, a ring and cellphone. 
Police say they caught the cul-
prit shortly thereafter. 

Steal wheels
 A thief got an easy one, 
stealing a rented car that had 
been parked on March 1 on 
Carlton Avenue with its doors 
unlocked.
 That such a crime could 
happen in New York City 
may not have seemed likely 
to the 30-year-old man from 
Georgia, who said he left the 
white Ford van between Ful-
ton Street and Greene Ave-
nue from 3:30 pm to 10:40 
pm.

Civic minded
 Villains jacked a Honda 
Civic parked on Cumberland 
Street overnight on March 1. 
 The economical import, 
which had been parked be-
tween DeKalb and Lafay-
ette avenues, belonged to a 
77-year-old woman, who said 
she left the car at noon and 
returned the same time the 
next day. 
 — Mike McLaughlin
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By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 Broken skateboards, 
melted candles, flowers, ciga-
rettes and hand-written cards 
at the 15th Street entrance 
to Prospect Park formed a 
makeshift tribute this week to 
Carroll Gardens teen Sharif 
Abdallah, who died on Sun-
day after a scuffle inside the 
park.
 But for friends of Abdal-
lah, the shrine took on less of 
a somber air with the news 
on Tuesday that cops had 
charged four people in the 
fight that preceded to his 
death.
 Abdallah, 17, a senior at 

Xaverian HS in Bay Ridge, 
collapsed just after midnight 
on March 8 near Bartel Prit-
chard Square after he and his 
pals clashed with teens and 
an adult inside the park in a 
fistfight sparked by name-
calling, friends said.
 Paramedics transported 
the Henry Street adoles-
cent — who was known to 
friends as a talented carica-
ture artist — to New York 
Methodist Hospital, where 
he was pronounced dead.
 The death stunned friends 
of the shaggy-haired, light-
spirited teen who aspired 
to become a graphic de-
signer.

 “It’s not right. He was too 
young to go,” said one ac-
quaintance, who stood next 
to a simple and stark hand-
written graffito: “May 6, 1991 
— March 7, 2009, RIP.”
 “I just keep feeling like if 
I had been here, things might 
have been different.”
 A parent of one of Abdal-
lah’s friends was also shocked 
by the news.
 “It all happened so fast. He 
was at my house at 8 pm and 
now he’s gone,” he said.
 The outpouring of tributes 
to Abdallah were not univer-
sal, however. People who live 
near the circle at the south-
west corner of Prospect Park 

have long complained about 
kids hanging out in the area 
well after dark — as well as 
occasional fights and inci-
dents of under-aged drink-
ing.
 The cause of Abdallah’s 
death has not yet been de-
termined — though friends 
said he suffered from a heart 
murmur.
 Cops charged Angelo 
Bracco, 42, Eric Bracco, 
18, Christian Bracco, 16, 
and Domenic Barbara, 18, 
with gang assault on Tues-
day. An attorney for the sus-
pects could not be reached 
by deadline.
— with Heather Holland

Teen died after chasing gang members in park

Friends of skateboarder Sharif Abdallah, who died 
early on Sunday morning near Bartel Pritchard 
Square, mourned his loss.
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The Brooklyn Paper

 Brooklyn Paper 
Editor Gersh Kuntz-
man was once again 
in the moderator 
chair for Brooklyn 
Independent Televi-
sion’s top show, “Re-
porter Rountable.” 
This week’s edition 
was dedicated to late blogger, Robert Guskind, a fixture on 
the program. The connection to Guskind was not just spiri-
tual, as the panel included blogger Jonathan Butler of Brown-
stoner.com and the New York Times’s new Fort Greene blog-
ger, longtime staffer Andy Newman. Both bloggers defended 
the upstart medium against relentless questioning by Kuntz-
man.
 The show will air first on Monday, March 16, at 9:30 pm 
and repeat on Thursday, March 19; Monday, March 23; and 
Thursday, March 25, at 1:30 and 9:30. Time-Warner sub-
scribers will find the show on channel 56, while Cablevi-
sion customers will see it on channel 69.
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 The Secret Science Club is finally ready for 
prime time.
 The group that has mixed science and cock-
tails in its three years — and featured a few 
Nobel Prize winners along the way — landed 

Hayden Planetarium 
director Neil deGrasse 
Tyson to headline on 
Wednesday, March 18.
 “He’s just so fab-
ulous,” Secret Science 
Club curator Marga-
ret Mittelbach said of 
Tyson, who was once 
named the “sexiest as-

trophysicist alive” by People Magazine (can Brad 
Pitt say that?).
 Tyson told GO Brooklyn that the Secret Sci-
ence Club would be a perfect venue to discuss 
his book, “The Pluto Files.”
 “It’s not a science book, but a book about 
the sociology of science,” he said. “It’s about 
how people reacted to the demotion of Pluto. 
People didn’t want science to change.”
 Demoting Pluto forced everyone to rethink 
everything he’d been ever been taught.
 “Everyone remembers the Solar System 
mnemonic: ‘My Very Educated Mother Just 
Served Us Nine Pizzas,’” he said. “It’s very 
hard to change that.”
 But couldn’t it just be “My Very Educated 
Mother Just Served Us Nachos”?
 “I don’t like the restrictive view of the So-
lar System anyway,” he said. “I mean, most of 
the moons are more interesting than the plan-
ets and no one ever talks about them!”
 Well, until Wednesday night, that is.
 Secret Science Club, March 18 at 8 pm at 
the Bell House [149 Seventh St., between Sec-
ond and Third avenues in Gowanus, (718) 643-
6510]. Cover: $3. — Gersh Kuntzman

 It’s time to take opera out of stuffy concert 
halls and theaters and get it where it really be-
longs — in bars.
 That’s where you’ll find Opera on Tap. 
 “We are the most casual opera company in 
existence,” said General Manager Anne Ricci 
(pictured). “I think that 
our casual and interac-
tive approach is what 
really sets us apart.”
 What better place 
to be casual and inter-
active than Freddy’s 
Backroom, the beloved 
performance space and 
bar on Dean Street and Sixth Avenue that hosts 
Opera on Tap once a month. 
 “It’s hysterical!” said Mike Sternfeld, a Fred-
dy’s bartender. “Everyone’s drinking, there’s 
lots of screaming and opera.”
 Opera on Tap’s “Cymbeline,” 8 pm, March 
20 at Galapagos Art Space [16 Main St. at 
the corner of Water St. in DUMBO, (718) 222-
8500]. Tickets are $20 ($15 for students and 
seniors). — Heather Holland

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

s Caroline Bell  serves shot 
after shot of espresso in her 
beloved Greenpoint coffee 

shop Cafe Grumpy, she often 
wonders one thing: if she knew 
then what she knows now, would 
she have given up her restaurant 
job to open her own cafe?
 “I always thought it would be 
really great to have a coffee shop, 
but now I don’t think that the ro-
manticized image of it is true,” 
said Bell, who 
opened the 
Meserole Av-
enue coffee-
house with her 
husband in 2005. “If I had known 
it would have been this hard — 
if I had known the struggles we 
would have faced — I probably 
wouldn’t have started it.”
 From espresso entrepreneurs 
and beer bar dreamers to high-
hoped bakers and self-taught chefs, 
Brooklyn is filled with people who 
gave up their humdrum lives to 
live the dream.
 But for many, the dream be-
comes a reality once the bills start 
piling up, the customers stop com-
ing, and the novelty wears off. And in to-
day’s economic climate, it wears off pretty 
quickly.
 From the start, it wasn’t easy for the 

then-enthusiastic Bell to open her shop.
 Brokers ignored her calls for weeks, and 
when she finally opened at the corner of 
Diamond Street there was one immediate 

problem — a lack of customers. 
 “It was a really big struggle,” 
Bell said. “Both of us worked seven 
days a week, and we were sitting 
there the whole time, just waiting 
for people to come in.” 
 Eventually, they did, and her 
Greenpoint shop has grown more 
profitable as the surrounding 
blocks have gentrified.
 But even though business is go-
ing well enough that Bell is plan-
ning to open a third Café Grumpy 
location, she hasn’t escaped from 
the coffeehouse grind. 
 “Running a small business in 
New York City means you always 
have to work hard,” she said. “You just 
can’t make a lot of money in coffee. If 
you had a lot of people backing you and 
a lot of support, that might be different, 
but if you are starting on your own, all of 
the financial struggles you have to take 
personally. You have a lot of anxiety. If 
something goes wrong, you have to take 
responsibility.”
 Taking responsibility means being in 
charge of everything from hiring and firing 
employees, to navigating the city’s compli-
cated web of permitting and licensing.
 “A lot of people probably don’t know 
this, but one of the biggest challenges is 
the paperwork — getting everything to fall 
into line so that you’re allowed to open,” 
said Michelle Giancola, who opened Root 
Hill Café in Gowanus with her brother and 
a friend last April.
 “Even dealing with Verizon and getting 
our Internet service to work was a pain,” 
she said. “You don’t think about these lit-
tle things, but it’s a lot of red tape to deal 
with.”
 Opening a cafe also takes a huge invest-
ment to cover rent, insurance, and equip-
ment (commercial coffee machines cost 
at least $5,000). That leaves many cash-

strapped entrepreneurs working long hours 
instead of hiring staff.
 “The worst thing is having to be here 
at 6:30 am,” said Giancola, who before 
opening Root Hill Cafe worked in film 
and theater — two industries notorious 
for their long hours. “I work all the time 
now. I don’t sleep much anymore.”
 Like Giancola, Jamey Hamm can al-
most always be found behind the coun-
ter of his Roots Cafe on Fifth Avenue in 
Greenwood Heights. Hamm opened the 
place late last year and has barely gotten 
a break since.
 “Some of the days are 18 hours days, 
but I definitely love it,” he said. “For the 
first month, I was working 120 hour weeks. 
Now I’m down to 85.”
 Some dream. He’s not alone in seeing 
the lead lining in the capitalist cloud:
 • Sarah Peck, co-owner of Ortine, has 
worked seven-day weeks since she opened 
in Prospect Heights in December, taking 
off only five days in four months.
 “Quite simply, it’s a lot of hours,” she 
said. “I’m working maybe 60 or 70 hours 
a week. It’s time-consuming.”
 • Renato Poliafito, one of the owners 
of the sweet-shop Baked, abandoned his 

 You may have just lost your job — but the 
last thing you want to sacrifice is your opera 
tickets.
 But next week, thanks to the Brooklyn Rep-
ertory Opera, you won’t have to, as the mostly 
volunteer-run company offers the unemployed 
a $5 ticket to “Orpheus and Eurydice.”

 It’s perfect for the 
unemployed — you 
know, people like Brett 
Wynkoop, the opera’s 
executive director!
 “I wouldn’t [spend] 
$15 for entertainment, 
but I would spend five 
bucks,” said Wynkoop.

 Those with a job, of course, will pay the still-
low $20 for Christoph Gluck’s classic opera, which 
retells the myth of a couple torn apart by death 
and reunited by love (and Orpheus never even 
loses his day job).
 And who better to play the Greek hero who could 
charm anyone (or anything) with his songs than 
Nicholas Tamagna (pictured), whom Wynkoop 
says is “as good or better than countertenors who 
are singing in the big houses of the world.” 
 “Orpheus and Eurydice” at the Brooklyn 
Lyceum [227 Fourth Ave. at President Street 
in Park Slope, (718) 857-4816], March 20–29. 
Tickets, $20 ($10 for students and seniors). To 
claim your $5 ticket, you must show a current 
unemployment insurance stub. For info, visit 
www.bropera.org/orpheus. — Emilia Brock

Restaurant & Lounge
66 Water Street in DUMBO

718-625-9352
www.waterstreetrestaurant.com

THIS WEEK ON WATER STREET...

St. Patrick’s 
Day!

2-for-1 Guinness, 
Smithwicks & Harp beer

Serving  
corned beef, cabbage  

& boiled potatoes
Plus...

Sounds of bagpipes  
& fiddles

Continuous showings  
of the movie “Riverdance” 

all day long

TUESDAY, MARCH 17 EST. 1982 IN CALIFORNIA

MESQUITE GRILL
FULL SERVICE RESTAURANT

FULL SERVICE BAR

408 5TH AVENUE, PARK SLOPE

WE CATER!!

718-788-1137
TAKE OUT AND DELIVERY

72 7TH AVENUE, PARK SLOPE

4408 5th Ave. (bet. 44th & 45th Sts.) (718) 438-2009

Private dining room for parties

Dominican Cuisine

Broiled Fish Filet 
Stuffed w/ Crabmeat
served with broccoli fl orets, 
carrots, and mashed potatoes
$15.95

ALWAYS EXTRA TO TAKE HOME
...the portions are so large

SUNSET BEER DISTRIBUTORS

KEGS BEER SODA BOTTLED WATER ICE

969 Third Avenue
(at 37 St., across from Costco)

SUNSET PARK
718-788-8000

www.SunsetBeer.com
Open Mon-Sat / We Deliver

You’re gonna need 
a bigger car.
200 varieties  
of beer in stock

TWO FOR THE POT
200 CLINTON STREET AT ATLANTIC AVENUE
BROOKLYN HEIGHTS  7188558173

ERIN GO BREW
BARRY’S, BEWLEY’S, LYONS...

BAGS OR LOOSE LEAF, REGULAR 
OR DECAF, OUR OWN IRISH BLEND 

OR IRISH ASSAM ... WHATEVER 
YOUR IRISH TEA PREFERENCE, 

YOU’LL FIND IT & MUCH MORE AT

Want to open your own place? Might want to think again

 Living the dream isn’t easy. Opening 
a coffeeshop, bar or restaurant can be 
stressful, tedious, and time-consuming 
— not to mention costly. But if you’re 
going to persist in opening your own 
place, consider these pointers from 
Brooklyn entrepreneurs who have al-
ready trod the tumultuous path:

 “It’s 
really important that you have partners 
that are as committed as you are,” said 
Michelle Giancola of the Root Hill Cafe 
in Park Slope. “That way, even when 
you disagree on things, you can man-
age to find a balance in the center. If 
you are going to have partners, find 
people who you are sure you can re-
ally work with.”

 “I didn’t real-
ize how important it is to have good em-
ployees,” said Alexandra Kameneva of 
the Oak and the Iris Cafe in Kensington. 
“If you don’t find the right people, they 
come and go, and they don’t care so much 
about the business. That was the hardest 
thing to do — finding honest people who 
you can trust and who work well.”

 “Find a 
small local bank with a banker that 
you can have a one-on-one relation-
ship with,” said Sara Nahas of the now-
defunct Lonelyville in Windsor Ter-
race. “Really be careful with the bank 
that you involve yourself with so you 
don’t turn out with completely inflex-

ible policies when you are operating 
hand to mouth.”

 “Make sure that this 
is something you really, really want to 
do,” Renato Poliafito, a co-owner of 
Baked in Red Hook. “There is a huge 
difference in having a liking for some-
thing and working behind the scenes 
and making it happen. This is not like 
a 9-to-5 job where at the end of the day 
you go home and hang out with your 
friends. This is something you dedi-
cate your life to.”

 “If you 
are doing it to change your lifestyle, be 
prepared to make nowhere near as much 
money as you’re accustomed to,” said 
Jacob Rabinowitz, owner of the Fourth 
Avenue Pub in Park Slope.

— Ben Muessig

 The South Slope is about to get 
grumpier. Espresso entrepreneur 
Caroline Bell told The Brooklyn 
Paper that she will open a branch 
of her popular Greenpoint coffee-
house Cafe Grumpy on Seventh Ave-
nue between 11th and 12th streets.
 “We’re excited because it’s really 
close to our apartment,” said Bell, 
whose coffee joint is considered a 
shrine by java junkies.
 “It’s also our first location on a 
main street near a subway with lots 
of foot traffic.”
 Seventh Avenue is bustling, but it 
has proven to be a dead zone for cof-
feehouses, with both Cafe Eleven and 
the Tea Lounge closing last year.
 Bell is optimistic. 
 “Coffee shops close when they take 
up a lot of retail space,” she said. “This 
is going to be a to-go kind of place.” 
 — Ben Muessig

She works hard for the money: (Above) Caroline Bell, owner of Cafe 
Grumpy in Greenpoint, learned quickly that the romance of opening your 
own coffee shop fades quickly. (At right) Jamey Hamm, owner of Roots 
Cafe, worked 120-hour weeks when he opened in December. 
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Renato Poliafito of Baked.
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SAT, MARCH 14

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
BIRDWATCHING: Free. Noon. Pros-

pect Park Audubon Center [Enter 
park at Lincoln Road and Ocean 
Avenue in Prospect Park, (718) 
287-3400], www.prospectpark.org/
audubon. 

DISCOVERY TOUR: Meet birds and 
other wildlife, guided by a naturalist. 
Free. 3 pm. Prospect Park Audubon 
Center (see venue info above). 

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “THE HIGH PRIESTESS OF 

DARK ALLEY”: Mother-daughter 
drama by Jackie Alexander. $23. 
3 and 8 pm. Billie Holiday Theatre 
[1368 Fulton St. at Marcy Avenue 
in Bedford-Stuyvesant, (212) 209-
3370], www.thebillieholiday.org. 

SATURDAY JAZZ SERIES: Hosted by 
Calley Bliss. Free. 3-6 pm. Spike Hill 
Tavern [184 Bedford Ave. at North 
Seventh Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
218-9737], www.spikehill.com. 

MUSIC, “GIANNI SCHICCHI”: Regina 
Opera Company presents the Puc-
cini opera, plus opera excerpts. $20 
($15 seniors, $5 teens). 7 pm. Regina 
Hall [65th Street at 12th Avenue in 
Dyker Heights, (718) 232-3555]. 

THEATER, “A PERFECT WEDDING”: 
Reading of Charles Mee’s play pre-
sented by Brave New World Reper-
tory Theatre. $18. 8 pm. BRICstudio 
[647 Fulton St. at Rockwell Place in 
Fort Greene], www.briconline.org/
bricstudio/default.asp. 

JAZZ: Ron Jackson’s “Flubby Dubby.” 
$10. 8 pm. Brooklyn Conservatory 
of Music [58 Seventh Ave. between 

SALES AND MARKETS
WINTER ANTIQUES MARKET: Free. 

11 am-6 pm. [76 Front St. at Wash-
ington Street in DUMBO], www.
brooklynflea.com. 

RUMMAGE SALE: Free. 10 am-4 pm. 
Flatbush Dutch Reformed Church 
[890 Flatbush Ave. at Church Av-
enue in Flatbush, (718) 284-5140]. 

OTHER
FILM, “BEFORE NIGHT FALLS”: Julian 

Schnabel’s 2000 film stars Javier 
Barden. Discussion follows. 2 pm. 
Brooklyn Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 638-5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

FILM, “DAY OF WRATH”: $11. 2 pm, 
4:30 pm, 6:50 pm, 9:15 pm. Brooklyn 
Academy of Music [30 Lafayette 
Ave. near St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4100], www.
bam.org. 

SUN, MARCH 15

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
TUNNEL TOUR: Explore the abandoned 

railroad tunnel under Atlantic Avenue. 
$15. 1:15 pm. Meet in front of bank 
building [Atlantic Avenue and Court 
Street in Cobble Hill, (718) 941-3160], 
www.brooklynrail.net. 

DISCOVERY TOUR: See Saturday, 
March 14. 

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “A PERFECT WEDDING”: 2 

pm. See Saturday, March 14. 
JAZZ: Guitarist Alex Jaquemin and 

cellist Yoed Nir. $15. 3 pm and 4:15 
pm. ParlorJazz [119 Vanderbilt Ave. 
between Myrtle and Park avenues in 
Fort Greene, (718) 855-1981], www.
parlorjazz.com. 

 3 pm. 
See Saturday, March 14. 

THEATER, “BUS STOP”: 3 pm. See 
Saturday, March 14. 

MUSIC, “GIANNI SCHICCHI”: 3 pm. 
See Saturday, March 14. 

MUSIC, “OCH TALKS”: Excerpts from 
Strauss’s opera “Der Rosenkavalier” 
with new narration by “Baron Ochs.” 
$20. 4 pm. Vertical Player Reper-
tory’s Theatre 219 [219 Court St. be-
tween Wyckoff and Warren streets 
in Cobble Hill, (800) 646-0686], 
www.vpropera.org. 

THEATER, “THE HIGH PRIESTESS OF 
DARK ALLEY”: 4 pm. $23. See Sat-
urday, March 14. 

MUSIC, UNION CHURCH CHOIR: 
”Requiem” by Gabriel Faure and 
other choral works. $12 ($8 children 
and seniors). 4 pm. Union Church of 
Bay Ridge [8101 Ridge Blvd. at 81st 
Street in Bay Ridge, (718) 745-0438], 
www.ucbr.org. 

SALES AND MARKETS
WINTER ANTIQUES MARKET: See 

Saturday, March 14. 
FLEA MARKET: Free. 9 am-4 pm. Bay 

Ridge Jewish Center [405 81st St. at 
Fourth Avenue in Bay Ridge, (718) 
836-3103]. 

RUMMAGE SALE: Free. 12:30–2:30 
pm. Flatbush Dutch Reformed 

Inge classic. $18 ($14 for seniors). 
8 pm. Gallery Players [199 14th St., 
between Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in Park Slope, (212) 352-3101], 
galleryplayers.com. 

JAZZ: Harris Eisenstadt’s Woodblock 
Prints and the Tony Barba Trio. $10 
(suggested). 9 pm and 10 pm. IBeam 
Music Studio [168 Seventh St. be-
tween Second and Third avenues in 
Gowanus], ibeambrooklyn.com. 

St. Johns and Lincoln places in Park 
Slope, (718) 622-3300], www.bqcm.
org. 

 Works 
by Mendelssohn, Shostakovich and 
Schubert. $35 ($20 students and 
seniors). 8 pm. Bargemusic [Fulton 
Ferry Landing, Old Fulton Street at 
the East River in DUMBO, (718) 624-
2083], www.bargemusic.org. 

THEATER, “BUS STOP”: The William 

WHERE TO
TUESDAY
March 17

Slope blues
The gravel-voiced 
Park Slope blues gui-
tarist who once let a 
young Bob Dylan 
crash on his couch is 
playing tonight at 
Southpaw. Danny 
Kalb, who released 
his latest solo album, 
“I’m Going to Live 
the Life I Sing 
About,” late last year, 
was a founding mem-
ber of the Blues Proj-
ect in the 1960s and 
has a prolific career 
that stretches back to 
jam sessions with 
John Lee Hooker in 
the 1950s.

8 pm. “Acoustically Re -
lated.” Brooklyn South paw 
[125 Fifth Ave. at Ster ling 
Place in Park Slope, (718) 
230-0236]. $10.

WEDNESDAY
March 18

De-planeted
Pluto’s ignominious 
demotion by a cabal 
of scientists more 
than two years ago 
roused indignation 
across the solar sys-
tem, but Neil 
de Grasse Tyson, the 
People Magazine-
anointed “Sexiest 
Astrophysicist Alive,” 
believes America’s 
favorite heavenly 
body still has a place 
in the reshuffled cos-
mos. Why wait for 
Tyson to be on Col-
bert? Catch him now!

8 pm. Secret Science 
Club with Neil deGrasse 
Tyson at the Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. between 
Second and Third ave-
nues in Gowanus, (718) 
643-6510]. $3.

THURSDAY
March 19

Food fest
The creative geniuses 
who came up with 
the F. Martinella deli 
on Court Street in 
Downtown (hint: the 
only meat they sell is 
Boar’s Head!) want 
you to enjoy a full 
day of food, folks 
and fun — plus cook-
ing demonstrations 
— to formally open 
their month’s old 
sandwich shop. The 
place is excellent — 
and so are the free-
bies today!

10 am–5 pm. F. Marti-
nella [119 Court St. at 
State Street in Down-
town, (718) 858-6000].

FRIDAY
March 20

Own 
Newman
It’s a good day to kick 
off BAM’s seemingly 
twice-yearly Paul 
Newman retrospec-
tive (can you blame 
them? The man is 
amazing). Anyway, 
today, catch the true 
blue Jew in “Long 
Hot Summer.” But if 
you want a real thrill, 
wait until the next 
night to catch New-
man in the greatest 
sports movie of all 
time, “Slapshot.”

2, 4:30, 6:50 and 9:30 pm, 
“Long Hot Summer,” $11 
(“Slapshot” is March 21 at 
4:30, 7 and 9:30 pm). 
Brooklyn Academy of 
Music [30 Lafayette Ave. at 
St. Felix Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 836-4100].

SATURDAY
March 21

O’Malley 
@$#%!
He was the most-
despised person in 
Brooklyn history. But 
tonight, Walter 
O’Malley, whose 
name is often listed 
just behind Hitler and 
Stalin as the worst vil-
lains of the 20th cen-
tury, will be exoner-
ated by his son, Peter, 
and Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning author Michael 
D’Antonio (“Forever 
Blue”). Want to really 
clear the O’Malley 
name? Bring the 
Dodgers back to 
Brooklyn, baby!

1 pm. Reading by Michael 
D’Antonio and Peter 
O’Malley. Brooklyn His-
torical Society [128 Pierre-
pont St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222-4111]. Free.

EDITORS’ PICKS

See 9 DAYS on page 8

SATURDAY, MARCH 14

 Monthly cleanup. 11:30 
am. Meet at 140 Columbia St. 
(between Kane and DeGraw streets 
in the Columbia Street Waterfront 
District). E-mail bmccormick@brook-
lyngreenway.org for info. 

SUNDAY, MARCH 15
 State 

Sen. Daniel Squadron (D–Brooklyn 
Heights) hosts a town-hall style con-
vention for constituents. 3 pm. 
Borough of Manhattan Community 
College [199 Chambers St., west of 
Greenwich Street in Manhattan, 
(212) 298-5565]. 

MONDAY, MARCH 16

 Monthly 
meeting 6 pm. Brooklyn Hospital 
[121 DeKalb Ave at St. Felix Street in 
Fort Greene, (718) 596-5410]. 

 Monthly 
meeting. 6:30 pm. PS 15 [71 Sullivan 
St. between Richards and Van Brunt 

streets in Red Hook, (718) 643-3027]. 
 

Monthly meeting. 7:15 pm. Nor-
wegian Christian Home [1250 67th 
St. between 12th and 13th avenues 
in Dyker Heights, (718) 232-2322]. 

 
Monthly meeting. 7 pm. North Fork 
Bank [804 Manhattan Ave., at Calyer 
Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383-5298]. 

TUESDAY, MARCH 17

 
Monthly meeting 6 pm. St. Francis 
College [180 Remsen St., between 
Court and Clinton streets in Brook-
lyn Heights, (718) 596-5410]. 

 6:30 pm. Swingin’ Sixties 
Senior Center [211 Ainslie St. at 
Manhattan Avenue in Williamsburg, 
(718) 389-0009]. 

 
Monthly meeting. 7 pm. 68th 
Precinct stationhouse [333 65th St. 
between Third and Fourth avenues 
in Bay Ridge, (718) 439-4220]. 

 

Monthly meeting. 7 pm. 62nd 
Precinct stationhouse [1925 Bath 
Ave., at Bay 22nd Street in 
Bensonhurst, (718) 236-2501]. 

 
Monthly meeting. 7 pm. Lafayette 
Presbyterian Church [85 South 
Oxford St., between Lafayette and 
Greene avenues in Fort Greene, 
(718) 875-6811]. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18

 Monthly meeting 6 pm. NYU– 
Polytechnic Institute [5 Metro  tech 
Center, Jay Street at Myrtle Avenue, in 
Downtown Brooklyn, (718) 596-5410]. 

 Monthly 
meeting. 6:30 pm. New York Metho-
dist Hospital [506 Sixth Street 
between Seventh and Eighth avenues 
in Park Slope, (718) 643-3027]. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 19

 Quarterly meet-
ing. 7 pm. Jalopy [315 Columbia St. at 
Woodhull Street in Columbia Street 
Waterfront District, (917) 412-0756].

CIVIC CALENDAR

To list an event in the Civic Calendar, e-mail  
Newsroom@BrooklynPaper.com.

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN
Celebrate Easter

with us at

MARCO POLO
  Ristorante  

Insalata Organica
Organic salad with balsalmic vinaigrette  

& extra virgin olive oil

Mozzarella Fresca
Fresh mozzarella with pepper & tomatoes

Cocktail di Gamberi
Chilled shrimp cocktail  

Additional $4.95

Escarole & Beans Soup

Lobster Bisque
Lobster with a touch of cream and brandy

 Penne al Pomodoro e Basilico
Penne with fresh tomato & basil

Napoleon Di Verdura Grigliate
Grilled vegetables

Traditional Hot Antipasto
Shrimp, baked clams, stuffed mushrooms,  

mozzarella in Carozza & eggplant rollatini

Portobello con Polenta
Portobello mushrooms sauteed  

& served with polenta

Capelli d’ Angelo e Gamberi
Angel hair with shrimp & asparagus in pink sauce

Risotto con Salmone Affumicato
Risotto with smoked salmon

Lasagna Vegetariana
Vegetable lasagna

Agnello Pasqualina
Spring baby lamb, seasoned with rosemary & 

herbs, served with red bliss potatoes

Salmone All’Erbe
Salmon topped with breadcrumbs & herbs

Filet Sole BonFemme
Filet of sole sautéed in a lemon  

& white wine sauce

Petto di Pollo Principessa
Chicken breast sauteed & topped with aspara-

gus, mozzarella & tomato

Vitello Marsala
Veal scaloppini topped with mushrooms in a 

marsala sauce.

Bristecca Alla Griglia
Grilled sirloin steak ... Additional $5.95

Pastiera di Grano
Traditional grain pastry

Italian Cannoli
Semifreddo di Pesca

Chilled peach sponge cake 

Homemade Italian Cheesecake

Espresso
Additional $1.00

Cappuccino
Additional $1.50

CHOICE OF APPETIZERS

CHOICE OF DESSERTS

Call for Reservations (718) 852-5015
345 Court Street at Union St. in Carroll Gardens

www.MarcoPoloRistorante.com

Featuring $35.95 Prix Fixe Dinner*

CHOICE OF ENTRÉES

COFFEE OR TEA

*Children under 12: $18.95

FAMILY ARTS
at Kingsborough Community College in Brooklyn

Tickets, info, request a free brochure: 718.368.5596 
Buy tickets online at www.kingsborough.edu/events

The David Munnelly Band 
Saturday, March 21 at 2 p.m. 
Tickets: $10 & $5 (limited) 
For St. Patrick’s Day: Traditional Irish  
music & dance for all ages 

“The Irish band to see.” — Irish Voice 

UPCOMING FAMILY ARTS SHOWS 
Mar. 14: Paper Bag Players - $10  
Lots of laughs for wee folks!  

Mar. 22: McCollough Sons of Thunder & Hypnotic Brass - FREE!  
Gospel & Jazz: Part of Carnegie Hall presents Honor!  
A Celebration of the African American Cultural Legacy

April 4: Cut to the Chase - $10  
Off-Broadway sensation: Slapstick comedy for all ages 

April 26: April Fools - $10  
Silent films by Chaplin and more with live music!
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 The Wooster Group is back at St. Ann’s 
Warehouse in DUMBO with a sci-fi-influenced retelling of that old 
Virgil epic about Aeneas and Dido. The show runs through April 26.
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By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

ent” just got redacted.
 Some of Bay Ridge’s 
youngest actors will be the 

first Brooklyn troupe to perform 
Jonathan Larson’s acclaimed rock 
opera “Rent” — but they’ll be stag-
ing a tamer version of the contro-
versial Broadway play.
 Students at Fort Hamilton HS on 
Shore Road are rehearsing “Rent: 
The School Edition,” which elim-
inates dirty words and sexually 
graphic lyrics — plus cuts entirely 
the sex song “Contact” — from 
the Tony Award-winning drama 
about homosexuality, AIDS, and 
bohemian life in the East Village 
in the 1990s. 
 But just because this “Rent” is 
cleaner doesn’t mean it’s been cen-
sored, claimed director William 
Coulter.
 “The harsher and more color-
ful language is removed and the 
more sexually visual songs are re-
moved, but the relationships do 
not change and the issues do not 
change,” he said.
 Even though all of the f-words 
and s-words have been shorn from 
the Pulitzer Prize-winning play — 
the “f word” becomes “very” in 
many cases — Fort Hamilton stu-
dents won’t be shying away from 
the play’s R-rated subject matter.
 Senior Jennifer Arais will play 
a go-go dancer with HIV, sopho-
more Tyler Van Brussel will play a 
gay anarchist professor with AIDS 
— a triple threat! —  and junior 
Mark Diaz will play a transves-
tite who dies of the disease. 
 The young actors say they are 
ready to deal with the adult themes 
on stage — because they are already 

dealing with them in real life. 
 “Homosexuality and AIDS are 
in the world, so if it’s out there, we 
should be talking about it,” said 
Diaz. “These things need to be 
accepted. It’s important that we 
discuss them.”
      Coulter said he chose “Rent” 
— which is loosely based on Puc-
cini’s opera “La Boheme” — not 
only because his students can re-
late to it, but because they were 
already familiar with the show or 

its 2005 film adap-
tation. 
   “Did we choose 
the show here to cre-
ate controversy? No. 
We chose it because 
it’s popular with our 
students. They love 
the music, they love 
the characters, and 
they love the play,” 
he said.

 But just because the students 
love the play, doesn’t necessarily 
mean that their parents felt that 
same way.
 Auditions for “Rent: The School 
Edition” drew about 125 students — 
a Fort Hamilton record according to 
Coulter. But that number shrunk to 
about 100 when students were asked 
to return a waiver signed by their par-
ents — a requirement by the com-
pany that licenses the play.
 “When my mom found out that I 
wanted to be Joanne, she asked me 
if I was sure that I wanted to play 
a character who is a lesbian,” said 
freshman Tatiyana Holliday. “She 
thought people might say I was a 
lesbian just because I was playing 
the role.”
 But actors in the cast of 40 claim 
they aren’t concerned about the show 
carrying a stigma — especially be-
cause it has already sparked more 
excitement around Fort Hamilton’s 
hallways than last year’s rendition 
of “Thoroughly Modern Millie.”
 “There’s so much talk about us 
being the first to do ‘Rent’ in Brook-
lyn,” said senior Maria Korney-
chuk, president of Fort Hamilton’s 
Drama Club. “All of my friends — 
even the ones that go other schools 
— are asking me how they can get 
tickets.”

  

MARCH RECOMMENDAT IONS

 211 Fifth Avenue (between Union & President)

Park Slope  (718) 636-9463  www.redwhiteandbubbly.com
Open Mon–Sat: 10am–10pm, Sun: 12pm–8pm  

Clos De L’Abbe Dubois Rose, 
by Clos de l’Abbe Dubois
Wish is was Spring and you 

were in Provence? A chilled 

glass of this charmer will almost take you 

there! Great with a roasted chicken, ham, 

cold cuts and salads or a simple sandwich, 

this delicious is a hint of the warm climate 

it comes from. What a lovely bouquet!

Rose Row Sauvignon Blanc, 
by Marie Niel Durst
We were absolutely delighted 

to discover this range of wines 

from the Southwest of France: delicious, 

well-balanced and priced so well! This sau-

vignon is dry and crisp with mouth water-

ing ripe pear and apple flavors. This is a great “food wine”!

Sur Malbec-Cabernet 
Sauvignon, by Bodega Sur
Argentina brings us another 

winnner! Our friend Mickey Vail 

lives in Argentina and finds some some of our 

best tasting Best Busy for us! Here is a blend 

of Argentina’s two most important grapes, 

both originally from Bordeaux, making a wine 

that is a terrific match with steaks, burgers, roasts, stews, pastas, 

pizza and a full flavored cheeses. Smooth, rich and full bodied!

Oxford Landing Shiraz, by 
Oxford Landing Estates
Everybody seems to love a 

good Shiraz! Flavors of ripe 

blackberries and hint of cracked pepper-

corns.... all that and a lot more will be 

going on in your glass when you open a 

bottle of this best selling Shiraz. Big and 

bold, yet not hot or heavy, this one is just right on a chilly night!

$9.95

Buy Darrin’s Best Buys 4 Pack 
and Save 10%

$9.95

$9.95

$8.95

$36.31

Buy my December Discovery 
Wines Two Pack and Save 10% $34.90

These are Darrin’s 
Best Buys for 
March!

Darrin’s March 
Discovery Wines!

Gary Farrell Pinot 
Noir RN River,  
by Gary Farrell

Wilfred Rousse  
Chinon Les Puys,  
by Wilfrid Rousse

Te Awa Left Field 
Chardonnay,  
by Te Awa Winery

$18.95

$15.95

Pama Pomegranate liqueur, 
by Pama Spirits Co.
PAMA is made with all natu-

ral pomegranate juice, premi-

um vodka and a touch of imported tequila.

$39.95

$21.95

March  
Spirit of the Month

March  
Cellar Selection

Come in today for our

Wines 
of the 
Week

CHOOSE THREE
— SAVE 10%

CHOOSE SIX
— SAVE 15%

Selection changes every Friday

love of ceramics when he quit 
his job as a web designer to 
open the Red Hook eatery.
 “You have to really love it 
or you are doomed to fail,” 
Poliafito said. “It becomes 
your life. You kind of lose 
your free time because your 
mind is always on work.”
 • Jacob Rabinowitz, owner 
of the Gowanus bar Fourth 
Avenue pub earns less than 
half as much as he did when 
he worked as an 
attorney and 
campaign con-
sultant.
 “There is no 
way that you can 
make as much 
money in a small 
business as you 
can as a work-
ing professional 
in New York 
City,” he said. 
“You can’t even 
come close.”
 That said, Rab-
inowitz and the 
others will fight 
to continue liv-
ing the dream. But for some 
Brooklynites, the sacrifices 
were too great.
 Television producer Sara 
Nahas opened the Windsor 
Terrace coffeehouse Lone-
lyville in 2005 in hopes of 
finding a more relaxing pro-
fession, but she shuttered the 
Prospect Park Southwest shop 
last year when it had done 
just the opposite.
 “The goal of opening the 
shop was to simplify our lives, 
but it ultimately made things 
more complicated,” said Na-
has, whose business was break-
ing even — but also bringing 
her to a breaking point.
 Nahas had hoped that she 
and her partner would be able 

to step away from their in-
tense media jobs to run the 
shop — but Lonelyville was 
never lucrative enough for 
them to fulfill their dream.
 “If coffee is what you care 
about and that’s the driving 
force, then open a coffee shop. 
If you want to make a lot of 
money or have a social and 
relaxing job, this is not for 
you,” she said.
 Industrial engineer Alex-
andra Kameneva hasn’t had 
much time to relax since she 
realized her longtime dream by 
opening the Oak and Iris Cafe 
in Kensington in August.

 “I went through all of 
my college years in coffee 
shops and I always loved cof-
fee shops,” said Kameneva. 
“I’ve lived all over the world 
and the first thing I did when-
ever I went somewhere was 
find a coffee shop.”
 The entrepreneur has been 
juggling her time between her 
full time job and the bar in 
her Fort Hamilton Parkway 
cafe.
 In the future, she hopes 
to dedicate herself entirely 
to the newly opened coffee-
house.
 “I’d like to just run the 
shop, but I’m not making 
enough profit off of it to 
live,” she said.

 
 Baked [359 Van Brunt St., be-
tween Wolcott and Dikeman streets 
in Red Hook, (718) 222-0345]; Cafe 
Grumpy [193 Meserole Ave., at Dia-
mond Street in Greenpoint, (718) 
349-7623]; Fourth Avenue Pub [76 
Fourth Ave., between Bergen Street 
and St. Marks Place in Park Slope, 
(718) 643-2273]; Ortine [622 Wash-
ington Ave., between Pacific and 
Dean streets in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 622-0026]; Root Hill Cafe [262 
Fourth Ave., at Carroll Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 797-0100]; Roots Cafe 
[639A Fifth Ave., between 18th and 
19th streets Greenwood Heights, 
(205) 246-2149].

Continued from page 5

Maria Boeing cleans up at the Root Hill Cafe, an-
other coffee shop whose owners work long hours 
to live their dream.
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High school production is cleaned up for kids

 
 “Rent: The School Edition” at 
Fort Hamilton HS [8301 Shore Rd., 
between 83rd Street and Shore 
Road Lane in Bay Ridge, (718) 748-
1537)], $10. April 28: 4:30 pm; April 
29: 7:30 pm; April 30: 7:30 pm; 
May 1: 7:30 pm; May 2: 2 pm and 
7:30 pm; May 3: 7:30 pm.

 “The Producers” was one of the 
most-lauded shows in Broadway 
history. Now, it’ll be the most-ex-
pensive community theater pro-
duction ever in Brooklyn.
 The 12-Tony-award-winning 
Mel Brooks classic will open at 
Poly Prep Country Day School on 
March 20 — the first time that the 
show will be performed in the city 
(besides Broadway, of course).
 And because money makes the 
world go around, like the show it-
self suggests, The Ridge Chorale 
theater company needed a lot of 
it to put on “The Producers.”
 With a budget of $45,000 — 
which doesn’t even pay for the 

backstage coffee at a Broadway 
theater, but is an enormous price 
for a community theater — Ridge 
Chorale’s production will have most 
of the frills of the original.
 “‘The Producers’ can’t be done 
cheaply, the costuming is elabo-
rate, the effects are elaborate, and 
the cast is large,” said the produc-
tion’s executive producer Karen 
Tadross. “We do things on a big-
ger scale.”
 Big and elaborate in this case 
means huge set designs trucked in 
from Virginia and hiring a 22-piece 
orchestra. “The sets are very elabo-
rate in this production they are al-
most as integral as the script in mak-

ing the story come alive,” said the 
production’s director Jeff Samaha.
 Yet Tadross and Samaha are 
quick to add that a bigger scale 
and budget doesn’t have to mean 
higher ticket prices. At $25 a ticket, 
the show is a nice retreat from a 
$125 ticket at the production in 
Manhattan, which actually closes 
for good on April 22.
 “The Producers” at Poly 
Prep Country Day School [9216 
Seventh Ave., between 92nd 
and 93rd streets in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 775-9090] runs from March 
20–28. Tickets are $25. For info 
and tickets, visit jeffsamaha.com/
index1.html  — Dustin Seplow

Song Original School edition Reason for change

“Maureen 
Tango”

“… it’s weird, f—ing 
weird …”

“… this is weird, very 
weird …”

All f-words and s-words 
were nixed.

“La Vie “… faggots, lezzies, 
dykes …”

“… homos, lesbians …” Slurs weren’t deemed nec-
essary to song’s context.

“… sticky-licky-trickle-tick-
le-steamy-creamy-stroking-
soaking …”

Song eliminated All graphic descriptions of 
sex and drug use were elim-
inated.

 You can’t swear in high school — and in most cases you can’t swear on a high school 
stage. So here are some differences between the Tony Award-winning Broadway show 
and the student theater version:

No day but today: Students at Fort Hamilton HS in Bay Ridge will be putting on the borough’s 
first rendition of the musical “Rent” — but a curse-free version.
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Church [890 Flatbush Ave. 
at Church Avenue in Flat-
bush, (718) 284-5140]. 

OTHER
TALK, “CULTIVATING EMPA

THY”: Jone Johnson Lewis 
speaks about empathy 
and ethics. Free. 11 am. 
Brooklyn Society for Ethical 
Culture [53 Prospect Park 
West at Second Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 768-2972], 
www.bsec.org. 

TALK, COVERING THE WAR 
IN GAZA: Eyewitness 
News reporter N.J. Burkett 
speaks. Brunch is served. 
Registration required. $18 
($15 members). 11 am. 
Congregation Mount Sinai 
[250 Cadman Plaza West 
at Clark Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 875-9124]. 

 
The annual Park Slope 
march in honor of Ireland’s 
patron saint. Free. 12:45 
pm. Prospect Park West at 
14th Street. 

 Editor Tim 
McLoughlin and select 
contributors to the popular 
short story series. Free. 
1:30 pm. Brooklyn Museum 
[200 Eastern Pkwy. at Wash-
ington Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638-5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

 2 
pm, 4:30 pm, 6:50 pm, 9:15 
pm. See Saturday, March 14. 

ART OPENING: Fierce 
Pussy, the lesbian public 
art collective, presents a 
retrospective. Free. 5-7 pm. 
Lesbian Herstory Archives 
[484 14th St. between 
Eighth Avenue and Prospect 
Park West in Park Slope, 
(718) 768-3953], www.
lesbianherstoryarchives.org. 

MON, MARCH 16

 
Authors of “Sharp Teeth” 
and “Beautiful Children.” 
Free. 7 pm. BookCourt [163 
Court St. between Pacific 
and Dean streets in Cobble 
Hill, (718) 875-3677], www.
bookcourt.org. 

 $11. 
7 pm. Brooklyn Academy 
of Music [30 Lafayette Ave. 
near St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4100], 
www.bam.org. 

TUES, MARCH 17

ZEAVIN: Author of poetry 
collection, “Circa.” Free. 7 
pm. BookCourt [163 Court 
St. between Pacific and 
Dean streets in Cobble Hill, 
(718) 875-3677], www.book-
court.org. 

FILM, “MICHAEL”: Live piano 
accompaniment by Donald 
Sosin. $11. 7 pm. Brook-
lyn Academy of Music [30 
Lafayette Ave. near St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4100], www.bam.org. 

 
Baroque opera by Fran-
cesco Cavalli, staged by the 
Wooster Group. $27.50-
$42.50. 8 pm. St. Ann’s 
Warehouse [38 Water St. 
at Dock Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 254-8779], www.
stannswarehouse.org. 

SMALL BUSINESS SEMINAR: 
Learn how to use online 
social networking for your 
business. Sponsored by 
the Brooklyn Chamber of 
Commerce. $25 (free for 
Chamber members). 8:30 
pm. Brooklyn Business 
Solutions Center [9 Bond 
St. between Fulton and Liv-
ingston streets, 5th Floor in 
Downtown Brooklyn, (718) 
875-1000 ext. 133], www.
ibrooklyn.com. 

WED, MARCH 18
SMALL BUSINESS WORK

SHOP: Learn how to assem-
ble an effective business 
plan. Registration required. 
Free. 10 am-Noon. NYC 
College of Technology [25 
Chapel St. at Jay Street, 
11th floor, (718) 797-0187]. 

MARKETING FOR SMALL 
BUSINESSES: Q&A and 
networking event spon-
sored by the Downtown 
Women’s Club. $20 ($15 
members). 6 pm. Down-
town Atlantic Restaurant 
[364 Atlantic Ave. between 
Hoyt and Bond streets in 
Boerum Hill]. 

LENTEN LECTURE SERIES: 
Dr. Carole M. Eipers speaks 
on spiritual topics. $10. 7:30 
pm. Church of the Assump-
tion of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary [55 Cranberry St. 
between Hicks and Henry 
streets in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 625-1161]. 

OF REB NACHMAN: 
Mishael Zion speaks about 
the Hasidic teacher. Free. 
7:30 pm. Union Temple of 
Brooklyn [17 Eastern Pkwy. 
between Plaza Street and 
Underhill Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638-7600], 
www.uniontemple.org. 

 See 
Tuesday, March 17. 

THURS, MARCH 19
LIQUOR TRAINING SEMINAR: 

State Liquor Authority hosts 
seminar on alcoholic bever-
age control laws for restau-
rant and bar owners. Free. 
9:30 am-1 pm. Brooklyn 
Borough Hall [209 Joralemon 
St. at Court Street in Down-

town Brooklyn], www.abc.
state.ny.us. 

 Cooking 
demonstrations, tastings, 
kids activities and prize 
drawings. Free. 10 am-5 
pm. F. Martinella [119 Court 
St. at State Street in Brook-
lyn Heights, (718) 858-
6000], fmartinella.com. 

 $11. 4:30 pm, 
7 pm, 9:30 pm. Brook-
lyn Academy of Music [30 
Lafayette Ave. near St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4100], www.bam.org. 

 
All-female improv group. 
Free. 7 pm. Brooklyn Public 
Library’s Central branch 
[Grand Army Plaza at East-
ern Parkway in Park Slope, 
(718) 230-2100]. 

 
Author of “Lowboy.” Free. 
7 pm. BookCourt [163 
Court St. between Pacific 
and Dean streets in Cobble 
Hill, (718) 875-3677], www.
bookcourt.org. 

 Live piano accom-
paniment by Donald Sosin. 
$11. 7 pm. Brooklyn Acad-
emy of Music [30 Lafayette 
Ave. near St. Felix Street 
in Fort Greene, (718) 636-
4100], www.bam.org. 

GRAFFITI: A conversation 
between former police 
officers and graffiti writers. 
Free. 7 pm. PowerHouse 
Arena [37 Main St. at 
Water Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 666-3049], www.
powerhousearena.com. 

 Brian Woodruff Sextet 
performs. $10. 7 pm. Brook-
lyn Music School Playhouse 
[126 St. Felix St. between 
Lafayette Avenue and Han-
son Place in Fort Greene, 
(718) 638-5660], brooklyn-
musicschool.org. 

 
A multi-media exploration 
of today’s hyper-caffein-
ated media world. $10-$18. 
8 pm. Brick Theater [575 
Metropolitan Ave near Lo-
rimer Street in Williams-
burg, (212) 362-3101], www.
boneorchard.org.

THEATER, “THE HIGH 

ALLEY”: $15. 8 pm. See Sat-
urday, March 14. 

 Abadie/Sucato Inc. play 
the music of Horace Silver. 
$20 ($10 students). 8 pm. 
Bargemusic [Fulton Ferry 
Landing, Old Fulton Street 
at the East River in DUMBO, 
(718) 624-2083], www.
bargemusic.org. 

THEATER, “BUS STOP”: 8 pm. 
See Saturday, March 14. 

FRI, MARCH 20
 See Thurs-

day, March 19. 
FILM, “THE LONG, HOT 

SUMMER” WITH PAUL 
NEWMAN: $11. 2 pm, 4:30 
pm, 6:50 pm, 9:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Academy of Music 
[30 Lafayette Ave. near St. 
Felix Street in Fort Greene, 
(718) 636-4100], www.
bam.org. 

CAMPMENT: Alice O’Mal-
ley, Estelle Coleman and 
Laura Boswell discuss the 
activist women’s peace 
movement. Free. 7 pm-9 
pm. Lesbian Herstory Ar-
chives [484 14th St. between 
Eighth Avenue and Prospect 
Park West in Park Slope, 
(718) 768-3953], www.
lesbianherstoryarchives.org. 

 Brooklyn 
Repertory Opera presents 
Gluck’s opera. $20 ($10 
students and seniors). 7:30 
pm. Brooklyn Lyceum [227 
Fourth Ave. at President 
Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 857-4816], www.
brooklynlyceum.com. 

THEATER, “THE HIGH 

ALLEY”: $20. 8 pm. See 
Saturday, March 14. 

 
See Thursday, March 18.

THEATER, “BUS STOP”: 8 pm. 
See Saturday, March 14. 

 8 
pm. See Tuesday, March 17. 

ERS”: Mel Brooks’s classic 
musical. $25. 8 pm. Poly 
Prep Country Day School 
[9216 Seventh Ave. at 92nd 
Street in Bay Ridge, (718) 
775-9090], jeffsamaha.com.

 Gui-
tarist. $35 ($20 students). 
8 pm. Bargemusic [Fulton 
Ferry Landing, Old Fulton 
Street at the East River in 
DUMBO, (718) 624-2083], 
www.bargemusic.org. 

SAT, MARCH 21

OUTDOORS AND TOURS

WATCHING: See Saturday, 
March 14.

 See Satur-
day, March 14. 

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “BUS STOP”: 2 

and 8 pm. See Saturday, 
March 14. 

THEATER, “THE HIGH PRIEST
 $23. 

3 pm and 8 pm. See Satur-
day, March 14. 

 
Hosted by Calley Bliss. 
Free. 3-6 pm. Spike Hill 
Tavern [184 Bedford Ave. at 
North Seventh Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 218-9737], 
www.spikehill.com. 

 3:30 pm. See 
Friday, March 20. 

SUSAN WAGNER HIGH 
 

Free. 7:30 pm. New Utrecht 

Reformed Church [18th Av-
enue and 84th Street in Ben-
sonhurst, (718) 256-7173], 
newutrechtchurch.org. 

See Thursday, March 18.
 8 

pm. See Tuesday, March 17. 

ERS”: 8 pm. See Friday, 
March 20. 

CLASSICAL CONCERT: Works 
by Mozart, Schumann and 
Beethoven. $40 ($35 se-
niors, $20 students). 8 pm. 
Bargemusic [Fulton Ferry 
Landing, Old Fulton Street 
at the East River in DUMBO, 
(718) 624-2083], www.
bargemusic.org. 

 Harris Eisenstadt’s 
Woodblock Prints and Sean 
Moran’s Small Elephant. 
$10 (suggested). 9 pm 
and 10 pm. IBeam Music 
Studio [168 Seventh St. 
between Second and Third 
avenues in Gowanus], 
ibeambrooklyn.com. 

SALES AND MARKETS
WINTER ANTIQUES MARKET: 

See Saturday, March 14. 

OTHER
 See Thurs-

day, March 19. 
 

Speakers discuss the dan-
gers posed by gas compa-
nies vying for drilling rights 
in the city’s watershed. 
Free. 11 am. Park Slope 
Food Co-op [782 Union St. 
between Sixth and Seventh 
avenues in Park Slope, (718) 
622-0560], foodcoop.com. 

 
Author Michael D’Antonio, 
former Dodgers president 
Peter O’Malley and re-
porter Richard Sandomir 
speak about Brooklyn’s 
famous team. Free. 1 pm. 
Brooklyn Historical Soci-
ety [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222-4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

NESS”: Panel discussion 
on the goals of American 
women. 2 pm. Brooklyn 
Museum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue 
in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 638-5000], www.
brooklynmuseum.org. 

ART TALK: Artists from the 
“Portraits: Painted and 
Personal” exhibit discuss 
their inspiration. Free. 3 
pm. Tabla Rasa Gallery [224 
48th St. between Second 
and Third avenues in Sunset 
Park, (718) 833-9100], www.
tablarasagallery.com. 

ART OPENING: Photographs 
by John Elder. Free. 3 pm. 
Henry Gregg Gallery [111 
Front St. at Washington 
Street in DUMBO, (718) 408-
1090], henrygregggallery.
com.

FILM, “SLAP SHOT” WITH 
PAUL NEWMAN: $11. 4:30 
pm, 7 pm, 9:30 pm. Brook-
lyn Academy of Music [30 
Lafayette Ave. near St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4100], www.bam.org. 

PERFORMANCE ART: Jeremy 
Slater and Tamara Yadao 
present work. Free. 7 pm. 
Open Source Gallery [255 
17th St. between Fifth and 
Sixth avenues in Park Slope, 
(646) 279-3960], open-
source-gallery.org.

SUN, MARCH 22

OUTDOORS AND TOURS

 
$15 ($10 children). 11:45 am. 
Grand Army Plaza entrance 
of Prospect Park [Flatbush 
Avenue at Union Street, 
(914) 835-2153], www.wild-
manstevebrill.com. 

TERY: Led by Big Onion 
Walking Tours. $15 ($12 
students and seniors). 1 
pm. Green-Wood’s main 
entrance [Fifth Avenue 
and 25th Street in Sunset 
Park, (718) 499-3001], www.
bigonion.com. 

 See Satur-
day, March 14. 

PERFORMANCE
 Con-

temporary ballet set to the 
music of Gershwin. $20-
$30. 2 pm. Brooklyn Center 
for the Performing Arts at 
Brooklyn College [2900 
Cam pus Rd. at Hillel Place 
in Flatbush, (718) 951-4500], 
www.brooklyncenteronline.
org. 

THEATER, “BUS STOP”: 3 pm. 
See Saturday, March 14. 

ERS”: 3 pm. See Friday, 
March 20. 

CLASSICAL CONCERT: Works 
by Mozart, Schumann and 
Beethoven. $40 ($35 se-
niors, $20 students). 3 pm. 
Bargemusic [Fulton Ferry 
Landing, Old Fulton Street 
at the East River in DUMBO, 
(718) 624-2083], www.
bargemusic.org. 

THEATER, “THE HIGH PRIEST
 

$23. 4 pm. See Saturday, 
March 14. 

 7 
pm. See Tuesday, March 17.

SALES AND MARKETS
WINTER ANTIQUES MARKET: 

See Saturday, March 14.

OTHER
 See Thurs-

day, March 19. 

ITY: Lawrence Bush speaks. 
Free. 11 am. Brooklyn So-
ciety for Ethical Culture [53 
Prospect Park West at Sec-
ond Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 768-2972], www.bsec.
org. 

 
The annual Bay Ridge march 
in honor of Ireland’s patron 
saint. Free. 1 pm. Marine Av-
enue at Fourth Avenue. 

FILM, “SOMETIMES A GREAT 
NOTION” WITH PAUL 
NEWMAN: $11. 2 pm, 6:50 
pm. Brooklyn Academy of 
Music [30 Lafayette Ave. 
near St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4100], 
www.bam.org. 

Continued from page 6

To list your event in , please give us two 
weeks notice or more. Send your listing by e-mail: calendar@
brooklynpaper.com; or by mail: GO Brooklyn, The Brooklyn 
Paper, 55 Washington St., Suite 624, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 
Listings are free and printed on a space available basis. We 
regret we cannot take listings over the phone.

Pileup: Casiokids play the Bell House on March 16.

V
in

ci
an

e 
Ve

rg
ue

th
en

For more 
Brooklyn Nightlife 

options, see 
our listings at

BrooklynPaper.com/
Nightlife
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LETTERS

s there anything more unsightly than 
a politician with his hands in the pub-
lic till?

 The latest offender is former city Coun-
cilman Steve DiBrienza, who served 16 
years until term limits — and a subsequent 
failed run for public advocate — took him 
off the public payroll.
 Or did it?
 This week, The Brooklyn Paper 
learned that DiBrienza still has a cozy 
relationship with his former colleagues, 
who have been happy to funnel money 
to this invisible public servant’s char-
ity — an astounding $1.19 million over 
the past seven years.
 The charity’s principal expense? Sal-
aries.
 We don’t know exactly how much 
went into DiBrienza’s pocket because 
antiquated rules don’t require the iden-
tification of anyone earning less than 
$50,000. But we do know this: over the 
years, federal tax records show that Di-
Brienza and his cronies have pocketed 

he hadn’t seen the former councilman in 
years and certainly would have known 
if DiBrienza had done anything to jus-
tify the money that the Council has given 
him to spend as he sees fit.
 Councilman David Yassky (D–Brooklyn 
Heights), for example, requested $15,000 
for DiBrienza’s group right after DiBrienza 
endorsed him for Congress in 2006. 
 Yassky told The Brooklyn Paper that 
this out-of-district donation to DiBrien-
za’s group was not a kickback or a quid-
pro-quo, but voters will certainly raise 
their eyebrows.
 That appearance of impropriety is 
the core of why DiBrienza’s candidacy 
for his old seat is so troubling. Here is 
a well-connected politician who is out 
of office, yet remains addicted to one 
of the central perks of holding office 
in this city: the hundreds of thousands 
of dollars of virtually unregulated cash 
that the Council doles out every year.
 Voters in the 39th District do have a 
choice: they can reject Steve DiBrienza.

hundreds of thousands of your cash.
 DiBrienza, who is running to win back 
his old seat now that his replacement, 
Councilman Bill DeBlasio, is seeking 
higher office, told The Brooklyn Paper 
this week that his “Neighborhood Assis-
tance Corporation” runs sports leagues 
and anti-graffiti programs.
 Problem is, the group’s Fort Hamil-
ton Parkway office — which is in space 
shared with DiBrienza’s law firm and 
real-estate office — is almost always 
shuttered. Worse, no one other than Di-
Brienza would confirm that the group 
does what DiBrienza says it does. The 
athletic director at one of the schools 
that supposedly benefitted from DiBrien-
za’s largesse told The Brooklyn Paper 
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To the editor,
 Thanks for your article on the 
candidates forum held by the Wind-
sor Terrace Alliance on Feb. 26 
(“Steve schools ’em! ” March 7).
 We are proud to be supporting 
Brad Lander for in the race, and 
believe that he was best at the fo-
rum, and is best for the job.
 Brad has the most consistent re-
cord of results for our community 
on the issues that matter to us — 
livable neighborhoods, affordable 
housing, public education. He has 
been working with us on the East 
Windsor rezoning, improving Park 
Circle, dealing with 23 Caton Pl., 
and helping the PS 154 PTA.
 At the forum, he gave the only 
remarks that were not boilerplate 
campaign rhetoric, when he pre-
sented results from a survey of 

property tax abatement by the city 
Department of Housing Preserva-
tion and Development — subject to 
the provision of the required afford-
able housing within the develop-
ment. Toll Brothers and L&M De-
velopment Partners therefore have 
a strong incentive to obtain the sub-
sidies needed to provide the afford-
able apartments, as the 421(a) tax 
abatement is a critical component 
of the project’s financing.
 Without this tax abatement, 
the project’s economic viability 
is greatly affected. In addition, 
this project can only be built to the 
proposed density if the affordable 
units are indeed built at the same 
time as the market-rate units. If 
Toll Brothers does not build the 
affordable housing units, the floor 
area ratio of their project would 
be reduced by 33 percent.
 I realize that market conditions 
are presently in flux, but the pub-
lic subsidies that allow for the con-
struction of affordable housing of-
fer developers strong incentives 
to build the affordable housing. 
I have no reason to believe that 
Toll would jeopardize their proj-
ect in this way.
 The entire project’s viability re-
lies profoundly on the success of 
its affordable housing subsidies.
 Bill DeBlasio, Park Slope

The writer is a member of  
the City Council

What was so remarkable and tell-
ing of America’s progress is that 
race was never a focal point in the 
2008 election.
 Your paper’s minimization of 
the importance of this political 
milestone to mere issues of race is 
divisive and counterproductive. 
 Sidney Cherubin, 
 Carroll Gardens
Editor’s note: We certainly did not 
aim to minimize the milestone. Our 
story was an attempt to allow a cross-
section of Brooklynites reflect on the 
historic inauguration. Each partici-
pant was given a label, but the goal 
but to give voice to a diverse group 
of people — not to stigmatize. 

♥
To the editor,
 We live in dark economic times. 
Just last week, our nation’s unem-
ployment rose to 8.1 percent, the 
highest it has been in over 25 years. 
A key component of preserving 
Brooklyn during these bleak eco-
nomic times is creating more af-
fordable places for people to live. 
That it is why I am pleased that 
Toll Brothers will get the public 
assistance it needs to deliver 130 
units of much-needed affordable 
housing to Brooklyn (“DeBlasio 
backs the Brothers,” March 7).
 The project has already been de-
termined to be eligible for the 421(a) 

complete, park construction un-
der way on Pier 1, and the first new 
section of park slated to open in 
late 2009, Brooklyn Bridge Park 
is hardly “virtually dead.”
 David Kramer, 
 Brooklyn Heights

The writer is chairman of the 
Brooklyn Bridge Park Conservancy

To the editor,
 While we all acknowledge the 
significance of an African-Ameri-
can being elected president, I take 
great offense to my categorization 
as “The Black Man” in your article 
about how Brooklyn responded to 
the historic inauguration of Pres-
ident Obama (“Hope! Obama in-
spires Brooklyn,” Jan. 24).
 When approached for the story, I 
was more than willing to share my 
opinions about President Obama’s 
election. I assumed my opinions 
were sought as an attorney and 
an active member of the Brook-
lyn community. Had I known your 
reporter was seeking a token “black 
man,” I would not have shared my 
time and views.
 For me, this past election was 
not about race. It was about hope, 
change and new vision for Amer-
ica. Our society has come a long 
way to get to where we are today. 

 In fact, your paper has rarely, 
if ever, acknowledged the strug-
gle that the early leaders of the 
Brooklyn Bridge Park Coalition 
faced in getting former Borough 
President Golden and other elected 
officials to reluctantly accept the 
concept of a park; the mandate of 
the city and state’s memorandum 
of understanding that this park, 
once built, must be self-sustaining; 
and the previous leadership of the 
Brooklyn Bridge Park Develop-
ment Corporation which, together 
with lawsuits, played a part in the 
delayed park construction.
 To claim that the development 
corporation’s financing scheme 
— and Ms. Koval’s advocacy of 
it — are the cause of the park 
plan’s being “virtually dead” is 
utterly ridiculous.
 I urge you to consult the Cen-
tral Park Conservancy and the 
Prospect Park Alliance to learn 
how much park maintenance and 
programming cost.
 Ursula Hahn, Downtown

•  •  •
To the editor,
 For 10 years, Marianna Koval 
has worked tirelessly for Brook-
lyn Bridge Park and the Brook-
lyn Bridge Park Conservancy.
 With $231 million committed, 
$150 million already invested or 
under contract, site demolition 

rorist sympathizer.
 One final word of advice to the 
self-appointed apologists for Is-
rael on your letters page: if one 
is accusing others of prejudice, 
it’s kind of counterproductive to 
blatantly display one’s own big-
otry. The crude anti-Arab state-
ments will merely add to an al-
ready-confounding problem.
 Ray Albieri, Cobble Hill

•  •  •
To the editor,
 Everyone is entitled to his opin-
ion. But when an argument like 
Leventhal’s is supported through 
nasty divisive remarks, all cred-
ibility is lost. I found his remark 
about the Co-op’s membership 
— “15,000 lonely angry women 
and feminized males” — partic-
ularly offensive.
 It seems to me that Michael Lev-
enthal is the “Rush Limbaugh” of 
Park Slope. Terrence J. Allen,
  Prospect Heights

 Your article and editorial re-
garding Marianna Koval’s resig-
nation from her position at the 
Brooklyn Bridge Park Conser-
vancy indicate ignorance of the 
history of the park plan’s gesta-
tion (“Koval quits ‘Park’” and 
“Koval’s departure,” March 7).

over 300 community residents, 
identifying the issues that mat-
ter most in our neighborhood and 
that will drive his campaign.
 Brad has the strongest support 
in Windsor Terrace, including the 
chairman of Community Board 
7, the president of the PTA at PS 
154, and many community lead-
ers and residents. We believe that 
he was the best candidate at the 
forum, and the best candidate to 
represent us in the Council.
 Randy Peers, Ryan Lynch,  
Channa Camins, June Reich, 
Deb Capone & Ellen Honigstock 

The writers are all from Wind-
sor Terrace. Peers is the chair-

man of Community Board 7.

To the editor,
 Wow. As part of his rant about 
an alleged boycott of Israeli prod-
ucts, Michael Leventhal foams, 
“Virtually all of the Park Slope 
Food Co-op members voted for 
Barack Hussein Obama” (letters, 
Feb. 28). Aside from wondering 
exactly how Mr. Leventhal came 
by this information (we still have 
a secret ballot, don’t we?), I might 
inform him that the majority of the 
country voted for Barack Hussein 
Obama, despite numerous cheap 
attempts to portray him as a ter-

Send a letter
By e-mail: Letters@
BrooklynPaper.com
By mail: Letters, The Brook  lyn 
Paper, 55 Wash ington St., 
Brooklyn, NY 11201.

 and 
include the writer’s home ad dress 
and phone number (only the writ-
er’s name and neigh bor hood are 
published with the letter). Letters 

A scandal underscores why 
former City Councilman Steve 
DiBrienza’s candidacy for his 
old seat is so troubling.

ALMOST 8 MONTHS  OF AQUATICS 
SPINNING  RACQUETBALL  BOXING 
WALLYBALL  CARDIO  DANCE  YOGA
S P O RT S  C O N D I T I O N I N G   S Q U A S H  
SOFTBALL  PILATES  MARTIAL ARTS   
GROUP CONDITIONING  JUNIOR SPORTS
HURRY! OFFER ENDS MARCH 31 

FOR 7 MONTHS   +MARCH FREE

$755

 THIS OFFER IS FOR NEW MEMBERS ONLY AND IS NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER. PHOTO 
ID REQUIRED. NOT ALL FACILITIES AT ALL LOCATIONS.  MEMBERSHIP EXPIRES OCTOBER 31, 2009. 
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cial needs school in DUMBO. She said she parked her car 
— legally — on Washington Street between Front and 
Main streets at around 5:30 am on Monday.
 “When I parked here, the sign wasn’t even up. This is 
unfair,” she said. “They shouldn’t ticket people right af-

SAT, MARCH 14
 Kids crafts mar-

ket. Products, activities and 
performances. $10. Brooklyn 
Lyceum [227 Fourth Ave. 
at President Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 857-4816], www.
brooklynlyceum.com. 

 Learn 
about leaves. Brooklyn Chil-
dren’s Museum [145 Brooklyn 
Ave. at St. Marks Avenue in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, (718) 
735-4400], www.brook-
lynkids.org. 

 Sunshine Again Live! 
Muppet-inspired puppets for 
ages 2–7. $10 (children under 
2 are free). Brooklyn Lyceum 
[227 Fourth Ave. at President 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
857-4816], www.brooklynly-
ceum.com. 

 Nature Crafts. Free. 
Prospect Park Audubon 
Center [Enter park at Lincoln 
Road and Ocean Avenue 
in Prospect Park, (718) 287-
3400], www.prospectpark.
org/audubon. 

 Puppet 
show, “Sleeping Beauty.” $8 
($7 kids). Puppertworks [338 
Sixth Ave. at Fourth Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 965-3391], 
puppetworks.org. 

 Join 
children’s-book illustrator 
Betsy Day to make a book. 
Brooklyn Children’s Museum 
(see venue info above). 

SUN, MARCH 15
 Breakfast with the 

Animals. Registration 
required. $32 ($25 members). 
New York Aquarium [502 
Surf Ave. between W. Eighth 
and W. Fifth streets in Coney 
Island, (718) 265-3474], www.
nyaquarium.com. 

 Kids crafts mar-
ket. See Saturday, March 14. 

SAT, MARCH 21
 Learn about dinosaurs 

(ages 2-1/2 to 5). Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant, (718) 735-4400], www.
brooklynkids.org. 

 Tot Shabbat. Sing-
ing, dancing and Hebrew for 
preschoolers. Free. Union 
Temple of Brooklyn [17 
Eastern Pkwy. between Plaza 
Street and Underhill Avenue 
in Prospect Heights, (718) 
638-7600], www.union-
temple.org. 

 Nature Crafts. See 
Saturday, March 14. 

 “Sleep-
ing Beauty.” See Saturday, 
March 14.

SUN, MARCH 22
 Melanie Hope 

Greenberg reads and signs 
“A City Is” and “Good 
Morning, Digger.” Free. 
Moxie Spot [81 Atlantic Ave. 
between Hicks and Henry 
streets in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 923-9710], themoxies-
pot.com. 

 Bell House Rocks. 
See Sunday, March 15. 

 “Sleep-
ing Beauty.” See Saturday, 
March 14. 

 Kids singer Suzi Shel-
ton performs. $12. Southpaw 
[125 Fifth Ave. at St. Johns 
Place in Park Slope, (718) 230-
0236], www.spsounds.com. 

 Fun kids activities and 
the music of Astrograss. $15 
adult (and one child), $8 each 
additional child or adult. 
Brooklyn Arts Exchange [421 
Fifth Ave. at Eighth Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 832-0018], 
www.bax.org. 

 Sunshine Again Live! 
See Saturday, March 14.

 BINGO/board game 
night. Free. Moxie Spot [81 
Atlantic Ave. between Hicks 
and Henry streets in Brook-
lyn Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

MON, MARCH 16
 Storytime. $2.50. 

Moxie Spot [81 Atlantic Ave. 
between Hicks and Henry 
streets in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 923-9710], themoxies-
pot.com. 

TUES, MARCH 17
 Sing Along with Lloyd 

Miller. $2.50. Moxie Spot [81 
Atlantic Ave. between Hicks 
and Henry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

WED, MARCH 18
 Storytime. $2.50. 

Moxie Spot [81 Atlantic Ave. 
between Hicks and Henry 
streets in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 923-9710], themoxies-
pot.com. 

THURS, MARCH 19
 Dance around with 

Nat. $2.50. Moxie Spot [81 
Atlantic Ave. between Hicks 
and Henry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

 Nintendo Wii Sports 
Night. Free. Moxie Spot (see 
venue info above). 

FRI, MARCH 20
 Storytime. $2.50. 

Moxie Spot [81 Atlantic Ave. 
between Hicks and Henry 
streets in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 923-9710], themoxies-
pot.com. 

 Movie Night. Free. 
Moxie Spot (see venue info. 

March 14. 
 Betsy 

Day. See Saturday, March 14. 
 Learn about ballet with 

the School of American Bal-
let. Free. PS K315 [2310 Glen-
wood Rd. at E. 23rd Street in 
Flatbush, (212) 843-8020].

 Nan Richardson reads 
from “Tribal Alphabet.” 
Free. powerHouse Arena 
[37 Main St. at Water Street 
in DUMBO, (718) 666-3049], 
www.powerhousearena.com. 

St. at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus, (718) 643-6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

 Behind the scenes tour. 
Registration required. $24 ($16 
members). New York Aquari-
um [502 Surf Ave. between W. 
Eighth and W. Fifth streets in 
Coney Island, (718) 265-3474], 
www.nyaquarium.com. 

 Nature Crafts. See 
Saturday, March 14. 

 “Sleep-
ing Beauty.” See Saturday, 

 
Learn about leaves. See 
Saturday, March 14.

 TheatreSports improv. 
$8 kids (adults free). Gallery 
Players [199 14th St., between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Park Slope, (212) 352-3101], 
galleryplayers.com. 

 Bell House Rocks. 
Bouncy castle, kid’s music/
videos, educational enter-
tainment and snacks. $10. 
The Bell House [149 Seventh 

FAMILY CALENDAR
To list your event, visit:

BrooklynPaper.com/events/submit/

What happens on Facebook…

Catch Suzy at Southpaw

By Louise Crawford

other’s baby 
pictures and 
wedding al-
bums. 
 Facebook 
is like a really 
cool party at 
an artist’s loft, 
where you’re 
free to check 
everybody out 

and talk to anyone you want. 
You see your friends, your 
friends’ friends, even teach-
ers from the Oh So Feisty 
One’s elementary school. 
 For instance, Smartmom 
“friended” OSFO’s beloved 
second-grade teacher and 
found out that she’s moving 
to Portland, Oregon, after the 
school year. That was a shock. 
But it wasn’t nearly as con-
troversial as what happened 
when Eighth Avenue Mom 
friended her second-grader’s 
teacher — only to discover 
that all the teacher does on-
line is complain incessantly 
about her students. 
 Now that’s a major breach 
of etiquette, kind of creepy 

and very unwise. Everyone 
knows you should keep your 
posts on Facebook generic 
and bland. You should never 
ever reveal any of your se-
crets; and never ever utter an 
unkind word about anyone 
other than a Republican.
 That’s because you can 
never undo what you do on 
Facebook and that’s pretty 
scary. It could cost you a job, 
a friendship or a chance to 
get invited to someone’s 50th 
birthday party. 
 The trick on Facebook is 
to keep it light. Fave books, 
fave movies. Silly thoughts for 
the day. That sort of thing. 
 Light. Smartmom learned 
that Warm and Funny’s favor-
ite books are “Timbuktu” by 
Paul Auster, “A Tree Grows 
in Brooklyn” and “Eat, Pray, 
Love.” And get this: her favor-
ite activities, besides sleep-
ing, are eating and sex. Very 
telling — yet not so telling 
at all.
 And Smartmom’s friend, 
Gluten Free, is secular 
Moominist, whatever that is. 

into people at Sweet Melis-
sa’s or ’Snice, and she finds 
herself curious how some-
thing or other turned out.
 But it’s not really appropri-
ate to say anything. Or is it? 
Is it rude not to? What’s the 
etiquette here, Emily Post?
 They call it “social net-
working,” but who knows if 
it will lead to a tighter sense 
of community or a commu-
nity of people who nervously 
avoid each other when they’re 
out on the street because, like, 
now they’ve studied each oth-
er’s high school class pic-
tures.
 They’ve seen each other’s 
hairstyles from 1977.  
 They’ve looked at each 

PARENTKIDS SCHOOL STYLE TEENS CAMPS MUSIC

718-788 (7732)
www.parkslopedaycamp.com

 

April 9–17

Sunday, March 22

Physically active, nature 
oriented & outdoors every day!

DAILY TRIPS
Ages 4½ – 11

Flexible Schedule

3, 4, 5 or 6 Week Sessions

3, 4 or 5 Days a Week

Early Drop Off & 
Late Pick Up Available

Located in Park Slope
(718) 768-6419

www.KimsKidsCamp.com
Call: 230-5255

763 President St. (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.)

DAY SCHOOL, INC.
A fully licensed and certified preschool

 2-4 year old programs
 Licensed teachers
 Optimal educational equipment
 Exclusive outdoor facilities
 Indoor Gym facilities

  2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days

 Spacious Classrooms
 Enriched Curriculum
 Caring, loving environment

SUMMER PROGRAM AVAILABLE FOR 2 – 5 YEAR OLDS

Singalong - Tues 11a       Storytime - M/F 11:30, W 1p 
Dance Around - Thurs 11a       Nintendo Wii Sports Night - Th 6p 
Disco Party - THIS Sat 5:45p    Movie Night - Fri. 6:15 short 
Bingo Night - Sun 6p                    6:45ish feature 

THE 

SPOT 

Family, Food & Fun 

81 Atlantic Ave  
(@ Hicks)  

718-923-9710  
themoxiespot.com 

FREE WEEKNIGHT 
KID’S MEAL!! 
 

Enjoy one of our  
Dinner Entrées  
or Specials 
 
 

Get a Free Kid’s Combo,  
Pizza, or Mac & Cheese 
Mon -Thurs 5:30p - 8:30p 
 

Celebrate our City! 
Sunday, March 22, 11am  
Book Reading/Signing &  
A City Art Project w/  
Melanie Hope Greenberg  

369 Court Street  (at Carroll Street)

718-222-2444
www.gigglesandgreen.com

Books, toys for all ages,
clothing for ages newborn to age 8

 Introducing

 in Carroll Gardens

NANNY

A13

Childcare
Housekeeping

Companionship
Let Willing Hands 

Guide You
www.willinghands.biz

(347) 295-3348
Licensed & Bonded

When Smartmom 
walks down Park 
Slope’s Seventh 

Avenue, she often notices — 
out of the corner of her eye 
— someone she’s “friended” 
on Facebook. 
 While it may not be a good 
friend, it’s probably what she 
calls a good acquaintance. 
She might know the person 
from one of her kid’s schools 
or through a mutual friend. 
Maybe she runs into her at 
the Community Bookstore or 
at Dr. Edna Pytlak’s office. 
 But now she knows way 
more about her “freinds” than 
ever because she’s read their 
“25 Random Things About 
Me,” their list of favorite 
words and has a running 
sense of their daily status. 
She’s pretty sure it’s not ap-
propriate to talk in-person 
about what’s been posted 
on Facebook. But she’s not 
totally sure.
 For instance, now she 
knows that Craig Hammer-
man, district manager of 
Community Board 6 and 

one of the candidates run-
ning for Bill DeBlasio’s seat 
in the City Council, thinks 
that Astrud Gilberto has the 
most beautiful voice ever. He 
has a head for trivial informa-
tion and logic; was a mem-
ber of Mensa once upon a 
time; and loves to put on socks 
straight out of the dryer.
 She read it on Ham-
merman’s “25 Random 
Things.” 
 So should she go up to him 
the next time she sees him in 
front of ConnMuffCo and say, 
“Is it true that you periodi-
cally crave marble cake made 
from Duncan Hines mix?”
 That would be crude and 
rude, right? Suppose some-
one was standing nearby; a 
mere mention of Hammer-
man’s Duncan Hines obses-
sion could lose him a vote.
 Sometimes Smartmom 
sees one of her Facebook 
friends on her way to the 
subway and she sort of 
knows where he or she is 
going because the “friend” 
posted about it; or she runs 

And that her top five favor-
ite words are: cobble, swift, 
tender, gentle and friend. 
 Smartmom was very 
touched by that last one.  
 After Smartmom posted 
that she and OSFO were try-
ing out the family’s new pa-
nini press, quite a few Fa-
cebook friends posted their 
favorite panini recipes. She 
even heard from a boy she 
kissed in high school that 
he uses “tuna in olive oil 
with whatever cheese floats 
your boat. Basically a tuna 
melt.” 
 Thanks for that, she 
thought. He was a good kisser, 
though. Very. 
 Smartmom really appre-
ciated when her new Face-
book pals offered their favor-
ite cold remedies when she 
was feeling like crap. They 
even took the time to send 
get-well greetings. 
 So it’s really fun — and 
helpful — to have these 
“friends.”
 Nonetheless, Smartmom 
has decided to keep her Fa-
cebook life separate from her 
life in the real world. Sev-
enth Avenue isn’t the place 
for a clarification, a further 
explanation or a “Hey, how 
did things work out with your 
daughter’s tantrum?”
 In other words: what plays 
on Facebook, stays on Face-
book. There should there be 
some kind of secret hand-
shake or wink.
 This problem is only going 
to get worse because every-
one she knows in Park Slope 
will, inevitably, join Face-
book. The ones already us-
ing it discover quickly that 
they can’t get enough of it; 
they love posting status re-
ports and sending funny mes-
sages to their friends. 
 Some of them even de-
vote their columns to it. Huh? 
Who? Oh yeah. 
 Smartmom is … writ-
ing her column about Face-
book. 
 Better start working on 
that secret handshake.

 The puppets of “Sunshine Again,” a live stage 
show, will take over the Brooklyn Lyceum this weekend.
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Continued from page 1
PARKER…

W ither kids’ 
music?
 It’s a fair 

question to ask at this 
juncture, what with all 
the confusion in the 
under-age music seg-
ment, a rapidly chang-
ing world where rock 

sic teacher at PS 107 
in Park Slope, the 
singer that her stu-
dents know as “Miss 
Suzy” has learned well 
the most-important 
skill when confront-
ing a sea of moon-
shaped faces: how to 

 Hitting the sweet spot in 
this rapidly changing land-
scape is Suzy Shelton.
 Readers of my column 
know that I have long had 
an affection for this partic-
ular toaster pastry. A mu-

By Thurston Dooley III

stars are putting out kids mu-
sic, kids are putting out adult 
rock and roll, and parents are 
left scratching their heads.
 Even ifh a calendar list-
ing — and no calendar list-
ing is as comprehensive as 
the one below these humble 
scribblings, I might add — 
says “kids concert,” there is 
no longer a way to know if the 
show is for the toddlers, the 
tykes, the elementary school-
ers or the tweens.
 Where once there was 
the cloying Raffi, there is 
now the “serious music for 
kids” category of Randy Ka-
plan, the “I’m the new Pete 
Seeger” category of Zanes, 
the “Seseme Street smart” 
category of the still-popu-
lar Laurie Berkner and even 
the “heavy metal for kids” 
category dominated by Care 
Bears on Fire.

keep the youngest children 
in thrall.
 This is not rocket sci-
ence, this is Kids Music 101 
— songs about “a little turtle 
who lives in a box,” chocolate 
cake, sleeping lions and, her 
big hit, going on a road trip.
 The hardened souls 
mouldering inside most of 
today’s kids music critics 
may prefer the darker sounds 
churned out by those for-
mer rockers who couldn’t 
make it in the big-time re-
cord world, but every now 
and again, I find myself crav-
ing the simple guitar sound 
or the soothing lift of a lul-
laby.
 Suzi Shelton will per-
form at 2 pm on Sunday, 
March 22 at Southpaw 
[125 Fifth Ave. at St. Johns 
Place in Park Slope, (718) 
230-0236]. Tickets are $12.

Suzy Shelton, aka Miss 
Suzy, will play Southpaw 
on Sunday, March 22.

ter they put the signs up. How was I supposed to know I 
had to move my car?” 
 Rios plans to fight the ticket.
 The Department of Transportation said Washington 
Street between Plymouth and Front streets got the new 
signs at the request of the DUMBO Improvement District. 
The agency referred questions about the tickets themselves 
to the NYPD, which declined to comment.
 A police source did tell The Brooklyn Paper that Rios 
should plead not guilty because “the court has information 
on what streets they changed and the times and dates.”
 This isn’t the first time that the city has ticketed drivers 
immediately after changing parking rules. Last year, Wil-
liamsburgers protested against the tickets they received 
just hours after signs were changed on Kent Avenue. Those 
tickets were eventually overturned.

Inez Rios parked her car legally, but the city 
changed the sign during the day.
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in the same office in the Metrotech complex Downtown, 
Goodstein said.
 Brooklyn Paper Publisher Ed Weintrob said he was pleased 
to sell his family run business to “real newspaper people.”
 “These are very tough times in the newspaper business, 
but News Corp. is that rare company that actually believes 
in newspapers,” he told the staff last week. “I would not 
have sold the paper if I did not believe they are truly com-
mitted to it.”

 Bobby Paolillo 
thought he saw 
it all as an NYPD 
sergeant — then he got a gig at Green-
Wood Cemetery. The 50-year-old chief 
of security works hard to make sure 
that nearly naked sunbathers, totally 
naked porn stars and witchcraft practi-
tioners — who are all dying to get into 
the 171-year-old cemetery — don’t 
disturb the iconic graveyard. We first 

got obsessed with 
Paolillo’s work two 
years ago, when 

we did that seminal story about people 
who sneak into the famed boneyard at 
night, strip down naked, and take pic-
tures of themselves. We also love the 
idea that the dead need protection 
from such behavior. So this week, 
Paolillo talked with still-alive report-
er Ben Muessig.

BP: We welcome people, but 
we also expect people to be-
have like they are in a cem-
etery — not a park. You’re 
allowed to walk around the 
cemetery, but not on peo-
ple’s graves. Sometimes we 
find people having wine and 
cheese parties and we say, 
“You can’t do that.”

that?”
BP: People say, “I’ve been 
doing this for years.” That’s 
when we say, “You just 
haven’t been caught doing 
this yet.”

BP: Making movies. We don’t 
allow any video recording in 
the cemetery without permis-
sion — and you can imag-
ine the type of movies we’ve 
found people making.

BP: Sometimes it’s the type 
of movies that wouldn’t be al-
lowed in movie theaters. I’ve 
come across some that don’t 
seem like G-rated movies. 

out?
BP: One incident was like 
that. I told them to get up 
and get out. I had to be a lit-
tle loud. My cop voice came 
out. It got into a little bit of a 
shouting contest, but they left. 
People will try to get away 
with whatever they can get 
away with.

BP: Like sunbathing in a 
graveyard — in a swim-
suit.

BP: “Please put your clothes 
on and leave.”
BM: Any other rule 

BP: Bicyclists. You’re not al-
lowed to ride your bike around 
the cemetery, but sometimes 
we have these bicyclists who 
ride here and walk their bikes 
into the cemetery. That’s all 
well and good, but the second 
you turn your back, they’re 
riding all over the place.

BP: It really isn’t a problem, 
but people do leave stuff out-
side the cemetery sometimes, 
like chickens.

BP: There’s not a lot of that 
stuff. Once in a blue moon, 
you’ll find something hanging 
on the gate, like a chicken in 
a box with candles and stuff. 
It’s not really a problem. 

BP: At nighttime, it’s not the 
most pleasant place. We’ve 
got our dogs running around 
and there are lots of raccoons 
— their eyes glow in the dark. 
It’s very dark, there are no 
lights at all. You can’t even 
see where you’re going with-
out a flashlight.

BP: I’m not afraid of the dead 
people — it’s the live ones 
that are a problem.

Bobby Paolillo: Green-Wood 
is open to the public, which 
means that people have ac-
cess to it. We’re there to do 
the same thing as the police 
department, because the po-
lice department doesn’t pa-
trol it. We prevent vandal-
ism and theft. We help out 
when there are car accidents 
or when people get lost or 
sick in the cemetery. 

BP: That’s what we do by 
our presence. We try to deter 

things by stopping everybody 
who comes into the cemetery 
by asking them a couple of 
questions.

BP: No, no. We don’t really 
have too much of a vandalism 
problem or a larceny prob-
lem at all. We stay on top of 
things. We have 24-hour pa-
trol, we have K-9 patrol. We 
have other systems that we 
use. Altogether, we try to pre-
vent anything bad from hap-
pening in the cemetery.

BP: No, no, never. I’ve been 
there a year and a half and 
I’ve never seen that.

BP: You name it, we have it 
in the cemetery. We have bird 
lovers, we have history buffs, 
Civil War buffs. We try to ac-
commodate them. There are 
even some older people who 
are into foraging for nuts and 
mushrooms. 

ing the rules?

CHECKIN’ IN WITH...

ON GUARD: Bobby Paolillo runs the security op-
eration at Green-Wood Cemetary. The dead may 
know Brooklyn, but this guy knows the dead.
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By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

 Coney Island’s community board 
called on Wednesday night for Mayor 
Bloomberg to radically remake his 
controversial plan for the People’s 
Playground with concessions to its 
primary critic: the amusement ar-
ea’s main landowner, Joe Sitt. 
 Technically, Community Board 13 
voted to approve the mayor’s sweep-
ing rezoning plan that calls for a new 
city-owned theme park between the 
Cyclone rollercoaster and the mi-
nor league baseball stadium, com-
plemented by 15 acres of privately 
owned hotels, restaurants and year-
round attractions, like an indoor wa-
ter park.
 But the board tacked on 20 amend-
ments, demanding far larger retails 
stores, a ban on the use of eminent 
domain, and a rejection of a key part 

recommendations by the community 
board are helpful, but the city’s plan 
remains fundamentally flawed and 
economically unviable.”
 Councilman Domenic Recchia 
(D–Coney Island), who is an ally 
of Sitt, lobbied the board heavily to 
adopt the changes to the city’s pro-
posal. His opinion will probably be 
influential among his peers in the 
Council when the plan arrives there 
for its final vote after Borough Pres-
ident Markowitz and the City Plan-
ning Commission review it. 
 The community board’s other main 
amendments to the Bloomberg plan 
included banning construction taller 
than the landmark Parachute Jump, 
keeping the Keyspan Park parking 
lot as it is instead of building hous-
ing on it, and giving more help to 
the ailing Boardwalk and New York 
Aquarium.

duce the amount of housing, retail and 
open space we can create outside of it,” 
Bloomberg said in the statement. 
 Sitt has alternated between hag-
gling with the city over a price for 
the 10–1/2 acres he owns between 
Keyspan Park and the Cyclone, and 
Surf Avenue and the Boardwalk, and 
promoting his own $2-billion tour-
ist Xanadu.
 He said the outcome of the board’s 
vote was an improvement, but not a 
solution to the city’s rezoning. 
 “The community board’s actions 
are the beginning of an attempt to 
make a bad plan better,” said his 
spokesman, Stefan Friedman. “The 

of the mayor’s scheme, the rezoning 
of some of Coney’s amusement zone 
to parkland.
 The amendments, which are only 
advisory, are more compatible with 
Sitt’s vision for the faded amusement 
area. 
 Following the heated vote in Coney 
Island Hospital on Ocean Parkway, 
the mayor’s office released a mixed 
statement applauding the “yes” vote 
on one of Bloomberg’s signature de-
velopment projects, but indicating 
the board’s amendments will be ig-
nored.
 “While input from the Community 
Board will no doubt strengthen the 
plan throughout the process, some of 
the recommendations made are coun-
ter to the plan’s goals, such as doing 
without the designation of parkland, 
which would prevent the amusement 
district from being permanent and re-

Full board wants changes in Bloomy plan

  

Our McMahon 
and Barack

hey served nothing but tap water, and 
he didn’t get to ask his prepared ques-
tions, but freshman Rep. Mike Mc-

Mahon enjoyed his first official visit to the 
White House on Tuesday afternoon.
 McMahon met with President Obama 
in the ceremonial East Room — along 
with the 60 or so fellow members of the 
centrist New Democratic Caucus — to 
discuss the president’s budget plan.
 “I went away very impressed with his 
presentation and the presentations by his 
staff,” McMahon told The Brooklyn Pa-
per as part of his weekly “McMahon on 
Line 1” call.
 “The president described himself as a 
New Democrat and said his goal was to 
grow the economy and small businesses 
in the short term, yet tackle the deficit in 
the longer term,” McMahon said.
 The congressman, who took office in 
January and has already been named the 
whip of the freshman Democrats and sub-
mitted his first bill, brought readers of 
The Brooklyn Paper into the room for the 
3:30 pm meeting with the president.
 “First of all, it’s such a great thrill to en-
ter the White House from the 1600 Penn-
sylvania Avenue entrance,” he said. “And 
the East Room, I know from taking a 
White House tour once, is where Teddy 
Roosevelt’s kids used to 
ride ponies.
 “We were all seated 
at a large square ta-
ble,” McMahon 
added. “The pres-
ident came in, we 
all stood up, and he 
sat down with [top ad-
viser] David Axelrod, 
[Chief of Staff] Rahm 
Emanuel, [economic ad-
viser] Larry Summers and [leg-
islative affairs director] Phil Shiliro.
 “The president’s presentation was thought-
ful and very knowledgeable about the facts 
— more so than his staff, even,” McMahon 
continued. “But he also has a great, respect-
ful humor with his staff. Summers looked 
very tired and the president noted it and 
said he’s been working hard these last few 
weeks, and everyone laughed.”
 The first-term congressman said he 
hasn’t found reason to oppose the presi-
dent so far. “He really is governing from 
the center,” McMahon said.
 Then again, McMahon did have two 
pointed questions ready for the president, 
though he didn’t get the chance.
 “The first was that commercial real estate 
market is the next shoe to drop, so I wanted 
to know what they will they do. And sec-
ond, I wanted to remind the president that 
even though there have been bad actors in 
the financial markets, it remains a positive 
industry for New York and we need to solve 
the problems without throwing the baby out 
with the bathwater.”
 Earlier in the week, McMahon got on 
Line 1 to tell us about his first bill, which 
is officially called the “Veterans Mental 
Health Screening and Assessment Act,” 
or HR 1308. Its main provision calls for 
all returning soldiers to participate in man-
datory — and confidential — one-to-one 
suicide and post-traumatic stress screenings 
with licensed mental health professionals.
 Given that the Army just reported the 
highest level of suicides, it’s hard to imag-
ine that Congress needs to pass a bill to 

get proper post-war mental health treat-
ment, but, apparently, it does.
 “The reason for the bill is that the cur-
rent screening is done when soldiers land, 
and in front of other soldiers,” McMahon 
said. “It’s handled really poorly because 
a lot of vets won’t talk about their stress 
in public like that.”
 McMahon added that the current screen-
ing slightly delays a soldier’s reunion with 
his family, so there’s a disincentive to give 
a full story to a health worker.
 “And sometimes, they’re just afraid to 
admit it,” McMahon added. “So we want 
them to do it more professional and more 

meaningfully. Caring for 
our veterans is a basic 

function of the fed-
eral government.”
 Speaking of basic 
functions of gov-
ernment, McMa-
hon got a chance to 
experience another 
one when he handed 

in the bill itself.
 Yes, even in this age 

of Twittering from the floor 
of the House, submitting a bill still means 
writing it, printing it out and dropping in 
the hopper.
 “It is literally a hopper,” he said. “You 
walk up and drop it in.”
 So you could put any bill in there — 
“National Brooklyn Paper Appreciation 
Day,” “The Americans for Cheaper Con-
cert Tickets Act,” etc.
 “Well, not any bill,” McMahon said. 
“But any bill that is within the power of 
the Congress. No one is stopping you. 
You walk down and drop it in.”

econd on the agenda was McMahon’s 
ascension to his first leadership post: 
he’s now the whip of all 35 Demo-

cratic freshman in the House.
 No, that doesn’t give him the power of 
a Steny Hoyer, but it does mean he’s well 
liked, which is almost as important. Mc-
Mahon said the job is about “keeping the 
information flowing between the House 
leadership and the freshmen.
 Why, we asked McMahon, did his fel-
low lawmakers think he’d be good at that, 
given that he, too, is a freshman?
 “In our meetings as a group, I think 
they saw that I have a fundamental knowl-
edge of the legislative process,” said the 
former City Councilman.
 In other words, the rest of the fresh-
man class is a bunch of hillbillies and 
farmers, right?
 “No,” McMahon said. “This is the 
brightest and most dynamic freshman 
class ever!”
 Spoken like a freshman whip.

This week, Mike tells us 
about his meeting with 
the President!

Twenty ammendments to 
the mayor’s plan seems like 
a nod to developer Joe Sitt.

graffiti drives.
 When reached by The 
Brooklyn Paper, DiBrienza 
said his group sponsored 
soccer, basketball and soft-
ball teams at three Catholic 
schools in Windsor Terrace 
and Park Slope.
 But a sports director at one 
of the schools said he hadn’t 
heard of the Neighborhood 
Assistance Corporation or 
seen DiBrienza in years. 
 “I know all the sponsors,” 
said the athletic director. 
“[DiBrienza] has helped us 
in the past, but I couldn’t tell 
you the last time.”
 Neighborhood activists 
also said they have barely 
heard of DiBrienza’s group 
or seen it in action.
 “I respect the work he did 
when he was a council person, 
but to be honest, I haven’t seem 
him around the community in 
eight years,” said Randy Pairs, 
the chairman of Community 
Board 7 who is also supporting 
DiBrienza rival Brad Lander 
in the seven-man race to suc-
ceed Councilman Bill DeBla-
sio (D–Park Slope). 
 DiBrienza’s non-profit 
is small. Its annual budgets 
have ranged from $100,000 
to $209,825 — almost all of 
it from the Council grant and 
almost all of it spent on sala-
ries to its executive director 
and others who are not re-
quired to be identified be-
cause they draw pay of less 
than $50,000.
 Executive Director Gail 
Bauccio, who worked for Di-
Brienza in the Council, was 
paid $54,000, plus benefits, for 
2007, the last year for which 
records are available.
 Two other employees, in-
cluding DiBrienza, pulled in 
$83,262. DiBrienza said that 
he made $20,000 “at most,” 
but he must have made more 
or else the other salary earn-
er’s name would have passed 
the $50,000 threshold, mak-
ing his or her name available 
in city records.
 Past salaried employ-
ees have included DiBrien-
za’s wife and other former 
staffers, including Josephine 
Beckmann, now district man-
ager of Community Board 10 
in Bay Ridge. Beckmann did 
not return a call.
 The city Department of 
Youth and Cultural Devel-
opment has audited the or-
ganization and reported “no 
significant findings.” 
 Bauccio said that 155 stu-
dents participated in Neigh-
borhood Assistance Corpora-
tion sports leagues at schools 
like Holy Name of Jesus on 
Prospect Park West, and Im-
maculate Heart of Mary on 
Fort Hamilton Parkway so far 
this year. She also said there 

that stemmed from last year’s 
slush fund scandal.
 DiBrienza ended up en-
dorsing Yassky in the race. 
Yassky sponsored DiBrien-
za’s group with a $15,000 
Council grant the next year.
 Yassky stood by his dis-
bursement — and denied any 
quid-pro-quo to win DiBrien-
za’s endorsement for his ul-
timately unsuccessful con-
gressional run.
 “I always endorse the per-
son I think is going to do the 
best job,” he said. “I always 
figure that people endorse me 
for the same reason.”
 Yassky added that he asks 
the Speaker’s office to fund 
dozens of groups both inside 
and outside his council dis-
trict every year.
 Other insiders were sur-
prised by the scandal, saying 
that DiBrienza had a “clean” 
reputation in City Hall. But 
with pressure mounting 
around the former lawmaker, 
he suggested that he might 
drop out of the race.
 “If I feel like enough peo-
ple support me and think I 
can do a good job, then I’ll 
continue,” the former four-
term councilman told The 
Brooklyn Paper.

(D–Crown Heights). DiBrien-
za’s group got $40,000 from 
an unidentified councilmem-
ber or councilmembers that 
fiscal year — the names of the 
sponsors were not revealed 
to the public until reforms 

earned tax dollars support or-
ganizations that provide le-
gitimate services,” said Josh 
Skaller, a Park Slope resident 
and club member of the Cen-
tral Brooklyn Independent 
Democrats. “I was saddened 
to read that the City Coun-
cil has been giving Mr. Di-
Brienza so many dollars for 
so many years with so little 
transparency and account-
ability — raising so many 
questions.” 
 Questions have also arisen 
about the connections be-
tween the city money and 
DiBrienza’s role in a con-
gressional election. In 2006, 
Rep. Major Owens retired, 
setting off a five-way Dem-
ocratic primary that in-
cluded Councilmembers 
David Yassky (D–Brooklyn 
Heights) and Yvette Clarke 

were 42 participants split be-
tween its family services pro-
grams and the anti-graffiti 
program, which draws stu-
dents from schools like 
Bishop Ford HS who need 
to perform community ser-
vice to graduate. 
 Not all of the schools re-
turned calls for comment. 
 “It’s a small niche program 
serving a working- and mid-
dle-class community,” said 
DiBrienza. “My role is do-
ing community outreach.”
 But the connection to the 
Council’s slush fund — and 
the high percentage of the 
Neighborhood Assistance 
Corporation’s budget that 
goes to salaries — had one 
of DiBrienza’s council rivals 
calling for an investigation. 
 “The people of New York 
need to know that their hard-

never had a customer buy so 
much at one time — or use 
it in the manner of Kwak.
 The artwork is unique for 
the Museum, too. 
 “This is our first masking 
tape piece,” said Judy Kim, a 

Brooklyn Museum curator. 
“It will give museum visitors 
an experience they’ve never 
had before — they can walk 
through and see what a trans-
formative power an everyday 
material like masking tape 
can have on the space.”

ganic hummus for $2.50 — 
half of what other “organic” 
markets charge.
  Utzman’s bodega will 
boast gourmet deli meats, a 
self-serve salad bar, java from 

Stumptown Coffee’s new Red 
Hook roasting plant, and a 
kitchen that churns out hot 
foods like pizza and maca-
roni and cheese.
 But will it work? After all, 
the beauty of the corner bo-

By Aisha Gawad
for The Brooklyn Paper

 Everybody loves Abe 
Lincoln (excluding guys in 
Confederate flag trucker hats, 
perhaps), so to celebrate the 
Great Emancipator’s 200th 
birthday, the Brooklyn His-
torical Society is lifting the 
protective shroud from its 
copy of the Emancipation 
Proclamation, signed by 
the man himself. 
 The Red Cross gave out 
such signed copies as fund-
raisers during the Civil War, 
said Historical Society Archi-
vist Chela Scott Weber, and 
half of these souvenir docu-
ments were either lost or de-
stroyed, making Brooklyn’s 
copy even more of a histori-
cal gem.
 Gem or not, few Brook-
lynites know that our borough 

more visible to the public.”
 The copy will rolled out 
to coincide with a reading by 
historian Matthew Pinsker, 
author of “Lincoln’s Sanctu-
ary: Abraham Lincoln and 
the Soldiers’ Home.” After 
that, back to the obscurity 
of the archives it goes. 
 Pinsker reading and 
viewing of the Emancipa-
tion Proclamation, March 
19, 7 pm at the Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 
Pierrepont St. at Clinton 
Street in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 222-4111].

possessed one because the 
copy is kept out of view to 
protect it (and Lincoln’s John 
Hancock) from light.
 But to the relief of history 
buffs and Lincoln enthusiasts 
everywhere, the museum is 
working on remedying this. 
“We’re working to get our 
archival documents online,” 
said Scott Weber. “Right now, 
the only way to find out what 
we have is to e-mail me or 
visit the museum. This copy 
is one of many exciting things 
we have that we want to make 

Abe gets his day

The first line of the Emancipation Proclamation.

Continued from page 1

DIBRIENZA SLUSH FUND…

DiBrienza’s Neighborhood 
Assistance Corporation of-
fice, which shares space with 
his law office and his real-es-
tate company, is rarely open.
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Continued from page 1

Continued from page 1

BODEGA…

PAPER…

dega is the lower prices that 
come from offering non-gour-
met goods. An old-school bo-
dega worker suggested that 
Utzman would only succeed 
if his customers are prepared 
to pay more for the fancier 
foods.
 “It’s supply and demand,” 
said Vernice Reyes, who 
works at the Kaffe Deli on 

Remsen Street in Down-
town, where the most high-
end item is a bag of chips la-
beled “gourmet.”
 “People want gourmet 
products, they just don’t want 
to pay for it,” she said.
 The Brooklyn Standard 
Deli [188 Nassau Ave. at 
Jewel Street in Greenpoint, 
(718) 472-2150] opens on 
April 1. 

Continued from page 1

TAPE…  There’s more to the piece 
than just putting down tape; 
Kwak, who began in early Feb-
ruary, uses computer models 
and drawings as a guide.
 “Visitors to the museum 
are very excited — [they] 
watch the progress every 
day,” said Kwak, whose prior 
works can be seen at the Ch’i 
Contemporary gallery in Wil-
liamsburg. 

 “Enfolding 280 Hours” 
will be on display from 
March 27–July 5 at the 
Brooklyn Museum [2000 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638-5000]. 
Kwak’s other work is at 
Ch’i Contemporary Fine 
Art Gallery [293 Grand St. 
at Roebling Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 218-8939].

Follow the money
Steve DiBrienza says 
his Neighborhood As-
sistance Corporation 
runs youth programs 
in Windsor Terrace and 
Park Slope. There’s no 
explicit evidence of 
that from the group’s 
annual tax filings — but 
plenty of detail about 
how the group has benefited DiBrienza 
and his cronies.  — Source: Federal tax filings

Year Total budget Salaries & benefits

2007 $204,678 $137,262

2006 $209,825 $158,734

2005 $184,547 $141,736

2004 $174,996 $128,411

2003 $175,226 $134,172
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HEALTH, MIND 
& BODY

Park Slope.
FAMILY DENTISTRY

245 Fifth Avenue  (between Carroll & Garfield)

©

 Financing Available
 Insurance Plans Welcomed

Dr. Andrew Warshaw
Dr. Sari Rosenwein
Dr. Doug Pollack (Bd. Cert.)     
  Pediatric Dentistry

Hours by Appointment
Sat. & Eve. Available

789-5700

Free Consultation
24 Hour Phone 

Service

www.ParkSlopeFamilyDentistry.com

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 

Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

GENERAL & COSMETIC 

DENTISTRY
Advanced sterilization & infection control

Jack Irwin, D.D.S.
414 Seventh Avenue

bet. 13th & 14th Sts.
www.jackirwindds.com

(718) 768-8372
Evening Hours  Mon-Fri

Most Insurance & Union Plans 
accepted as full or partial payment.

MetLife, UFT, DC37, PBA, Delta, Blue Cross, 
Aetna, CIGNA, Unicare, Guardian, Healthplex, 

Mgmt. Bfts. Fund, United Concordia, Dentemax.

ROOT CANAL
EXTRACTIONS
PERIODONTAL WORK 
CROWNS
BRIDGES
PORCELAIN VENEERS
BLEACHING
DENTURES
LAMINATES

Quality Dentistry
Gentle care in our ultra-modern office

RONALD I. TEICHMAN, DDS

357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street
slopedental.com  ·  768-1111

FINEST DENTAL CARE
Superior Services for Adults & Children
New! Periodontist (gum specialist) on premises.

10 Plaza St. East, Suite 1F
(bet. Flatbush & Vanderbilt Aves)

(718) 622-8020Evening 
appointments 

available.

Now in Park Slope!

Most 
Insurance 
accepted

DENTISTS

DENTISTS

NATIONAL 
CLASSIFIEDS

CADNET ADS

ADOPTION
PREGNANT? CONSIDERING 
ADOPTION? Talk with caring agency 
specializing in matching birthmoth-
ers with families nationwide. LIVING 
EXPENSES PAID. Call 24/7. Abby’s 
One True Gift Adoptions. 866-910-
5610. 

AUTOMOTIVE
 WA N T E D JA PA N E S E 
M O T O R C Y C L E S 
KAWASAKI,1970-1980, Z1-900, 
KZ900, KZ1000, H2-750, H1-500, 
S1-250, S2-250, S2-350, S3-400. 
CASH PAID. 1-800-772-1142. 1-310-
721-0726.  

INCOME OPPORTUNITIES
EARN $1000’s WEEKLY! Mailing 
Brochures! Weekly pay + Bonus. 
Guaranteed opportunity. Start today. 
1-877-801-8172, Code 701  

COOL TRAVELING JOBS. Live, work, 
play - USA. Now hiring sharp guys/
gals for immediate F/T travel. 
Transportation/Lodging/Training 
provided. 1-877-856-6960  

EARN UP TO $2000+ WEEKLY! 
Processing our brochures. Processors 
needed NOW! Start today call 10877-
549-8638  

WWW.OVERSEASRXDRUGS.COM: 
Save 50-80% with OverseasRxDrugs.
com. Plavix, Cialis, Nexium, Viagra, 
Celebrex, Synthroid, Lipitor & More. 
Call Toll Free 1-866-839-4924. 
Satisfaction Guaranteed.

100% Recession Proof! Do you earn 
$800/day? Local Vending route. 25 
machines + candy. $9,995. 1-800-
807-6485.

MYSTERY SHOPPERS! Earn up to 
$150 daily. Get paid to shop pt/ft. 
Call now 800-690-1272.

ASSEMBLE MAGNETS & CRAFTS 
FROM HOME! Year-round Work! 
Excellent Pay! No Experience! TOLL 
FREE 1-866-844-5091, en espanol. 

WORK AT HOME: Government Jobs. 
Data entry, clerical benefits. $12 - 
$48 hour FT/PT. Call 1-888-293-
7370. $8,000 GUARANTEED! Receive 
$8 for every envelope stuffed with 
our sales materials. 24hr information. 
1-877-220-4470.  

Financial  NEED A LOAN? All loan 
types available. Helping people with 
credit problems since 1991. 1-800-
654-1816.  IRS TAX Problems? FREE 
Consultation if you owe 10K+. Settle 
for less- Eliminate penalties, Interest 
charges & Tax Liens. 1-800-383-
5270  $$$ACCESS LAWSUIT CASH 
NOW!! Injury Lawsuit dragging? 
Need $500 - $500,000++ within 48 
hours? Call 1-877-386-3692, www.
casepay.com  

MISCELLANEOUS
ONLINE PHARMACY - Buy Soma, 
Ultram, Fioricet. $71.99/90Qty., 
$107/180Qt y. INCLUDES 
PRESCRIPTION! $25/coupon. 
Mention Offer#01A31. 1-888-620-
7679. tri-pharmacy.org   
PHENTERMINE - SOMA, FIORICET, 
and more. Doctor CONSULTATION 
included. Shipped FedX 1-3 days. 
www.EasyBudgetRx.com, 1-877-453-
7701

WWW.OVERSEASRXDRUGS.COM: 
Save 50-80% with OverseasRxDrugs.
com. Plavix, Cialis, Nexium, Viagra, 
Celebrex, Synthroid, Lipitor & More. 
Call Toll Free 1-866-839-4924. 
Satisfaction Guaranteed.

A NEW COMPUTER NOW! Brand 
name. Bad or NO credit - No prob-
lem. Smallest weekly payments avail. 
Call NOW 1-800-838-7127 

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA FROM 
HOME, 6-8 Weeks. ACCREDITED. 
Low payments. FREE Brochure. 
1-800-264-8330 or www.diploma-
fromhome.com  

* REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL! * - Get 
a 4-room, all-digital satellite system 
installed for FREE and programming 
starting under $20. Free Digital 
Video Recorders to new clients. So 
call now, 1-800-795-3579. 

AIRLINES ARE HIRING: Train for high 
paying Aviation Maintenance Career. 
FAA approved program. Financial 
aid if qualified - Housing available. 
Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance. 
888-349-5387.

A NEW COMPUTER NOW! Brand 
name. Bad or NO credit - No prob-
lem. Smallest weekly payments avail. 
Call NOW 1-800-804-5010  

OLD GUITARS WANTED! Gibson, 
Martin, Fender, Gretsch. 1930 - 1980. 
TOP DOLLAR PAID. Call toll free 
1-866-433-8277.  

LEGAL NOTICES
Summons: Supreme Court of the State of New York County of Kings Index#50587/09 
LUCIANO ROMANO, Plaintiff vs. GIOVANNINA LAI, Defendant Summons & Notice in action 
of divorce. Venue based upon Plaintiff’s residence. Cause of action on the grounds of DRL 
Section 170 subd. (2)- the abandonment of the Plaintiff by the Defendant for a period of more 
than one year. You are summoned to appear in this action by serving a notice of appearance on 
the plaintiff’s attorney, Jeffrey B. Peltz, P.C., 26 Court Street, Brooklyn, New York 11242, (718) 
625-0800, within 30 days after service is completed and if you fail to appear a judgement will 
be taken against you by default. To the above named Defendant, this summons is served upon 
you by publication by order of Hon. Jeffrey S. Sunshine, JSC, a Justice of this court, entered on 
February 18, 2009 at the Kings County Clerk’s Office. BEN10-12

Notice is hereby given that an Order entered by the Civil Court, Kings County on 2/18/2009, 
bearing Index Number NC-000134-09/KI, a copy of which may be examined at the Office of 
the Clerk, located at CIVIL COURT, KINGS COUNTY, 141 Livingston Street, Brooklyn, New 
York 11201, in room 007, grants me the right to assume the name of Eva Thiesha Gaskin. My 
present name is  Eva Thiesha Gaskin-Daniel AKA Eva Gaskin. My present address is 752 
Henry Street, Brooklyn, NY 11231. My place of birth is New York, New York. My date of birth 
is July 28, 1981.  BP10

Notice is hereby given that an Order entered by the Civil Court, Kings County on 3/6/2009, 
bearing Index Number NC-000189-09/KI, a copy of which may be examined at the Office 
of the Clerk, located at CIVIL COURT, KINGS COUNTY, 141 Livingston Street, Brooklyn, 
New York 11201, in room 007, grants me the right to assume the name of Cycely Danielle 
Harris. My present name is Cyceley Yvette Bratton AKA Cycely Danielle Harris AKA Cycely 
D. Harris, AKA Cycely Harris. My present address is 209 67th Street, #3, Brooklyn, NY 
11220. My place of birth is Brooklyn, NY. My date of birth is August 5, 1975. SP10

Notice is hereby given that a licence, number 1220211 for Beer/Wine has been applied for 
by the undersigned to sell Beer/Wine at retail in a Restaurant under the Alcoholic Beverage 
Control Law at Maroc Sip & Chat L.L.C, 741 Park Place, Brooklyn, NY 11216 for on prem-
ises consumption. BP10-11

Notice is hereby given that an Order entered by the Civil Court, Kings County on 3/9/2009, 
bearing Index Number NC-000196-09/KI, a copy of which may be examined at the Office 
of the Clerk, located at CIVIL COURT, KINGS COUNTY, 141 Livingston Street, Brooklyn, 
New York 11201, in room 007, grants me the right to assume the name of Pedro Gabriel 
Tale-Pretzantzin. My present name is Pedro Gabriel Pretzantzin-Garcia. My present address 
is 1897 Coney Island Ave, #F2, Brooklyn, NY 11230. My place of birth is Brooklyn, NY. My 
date of birth is February 10, 2009. BP10

Notice is hereby given that an Order entered by the Civil Court, Kings County on 3/7/2006, 
bearing Index Number NC500086/2006, a copy of which may be examined at the Office 
of the Clerk, located at CIVIL COURT, KINGS COUNTY, 141 Livingston Street, Brooklyn, 
New York 11201, in room 007, grants me the right to assume the name of Abraham Isaac 
Israel. My present name is Abraham Henningham AKA Abraham Isaac Israel. My present 
address is 1504 Park Place, Brooklyn, NY 11213. My place of birth is Brooklyn, NY. My date 
of birth is August 7, 1984. BP10

Notice is hereby given that an Order entered by the Civil Court, Kings County on 3/11/2009, 
bearing Index Number NC-000205-09/KI, a copy of which may be examined at the Office 
of the Clerk, located at CIVIL COURT, KINGS COUNTY, 141 Livingston Street, Brooklyn, 
New York 11201, in room 007, grants me the right to assume the name of Desiree Lynn Ellis. 
My present name is Female Ellis AKA Desiree Lynn Ellis, AKA Desiree L. Ellis. My present 
address is 3645 Nostrand Avenue #2D, Brooklyn, NY 11229. My place of birth is Brooklyn, 
New York. My date of birth is December 16, 1964. BP10

NATIONAL 
CLASSIFIEDS

CLASSIFIED AVENUE

AUTOS
DONATE YOUR CAR to SPECIAL 
KIDS FUND. Help Disabled Children 
With Camp and Education. Non-
Runners OK. Quickest Free Towing. 
Free Cruise/Hotel Voucher. Tax 
Deductible. Call 1-866-448-3254.

*Police Impounds for Sale!* Toyota 
Camry 2002 only $1000! Chevy 
Lumina 1999 only $900!  Hondas, 
Toyotas, Nissans & More from $500! 
For Listings 800-366-0124 ext. L213

$500! HONDAS & TOYOTAS FROM 
$500! Buy Police Impounds & Repos! 
Acuras, Nissans, Chevys & more from 
$500! For Listings 800-366-0124 ext. 
L215

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
**Are You Making $1,500.00 + PER 
WEEK? ALL CASH VENDING! 
Incredible Income Opportunity! 
Snack-soda... Minimum $8K To $40K 
Investment Required. Excellent 
Quality Machines. 800-962-9189

WHAT RECESSION? My income 
jumped 20% in January!! We’re grow-
ing like crazy & seek fun, honest, 
hard-workers with entrepreneurial 
desire and leadership skills. Work 
from home. PT / FT 800-605-8675

100% RECESSION PROOF! Do you 
earn $800 in a day? Your own local 
candy route. Includes 25 Machines 
and Candy.  All for $9,995. 800-893-
1185 (Void in SD & MD)

Earn BIG $$$ in Imports & Exports. 
Worldwide contacts, products, man-
ufacturers, brokers available. 20 yrs. 
exp. 1-877-332-4091

EDUCATION & TRAINING
HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA! Fast 
Affordable & Accredited. FREE 
Brochure. Call NOW! 1-800-532-
6546 Ext. 96 www.continentalacad-
emy.com

Attend College Online from Home. 
*Medical, *Business, *Paralegal,  
*Computers, *Criminal Justice. Job 
placement assistance. Computer 
available.  Financial Aid if qualified. 
Call 800-488-0386 www.
CenturaOnline.com

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Train for 
high paying Aviation Maintenance 
Career. FAA approved program. 
Financial aid if qualified -Housing 
Available.  CALL Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance (888) 349-5387.

FINANCIAL
Struggling to pay your Mortgage? Stop 
Collection calls! Eliminate back pay-
ments. Credit not an issue! National 
Bailout Program 1-888-336-9845 (Joe).

$$$ ACCESS LAWSUIT CASH NOW!!! 
AS seen on TV. Injury Lawsuit 
Dragging? Need $500-$500,000++ 
within 48/hrs? Low rates. APPLY 
NOW BY PHONE! 1-888-271-0463 
www.cash-for-cases.com

Credit Card Debt Getting You Down? 
WE CAN HELP! ucanbdebtfree.info 
Call for Free Evaluation 24/7 1-800-
430-3931

HEALTH & FITNESS
WANTED DIABETES Test Strips: 
AnyKind/AnyBrand, Unexpired. Up 
To $16/Box. Shipping Paid. 1-713-
3 9 5 - 11 0 6  w w w .
Cash4DiabetesTestStrips.com 

Cut Prescription Medication costs by 
up to 80%, Thousands of satisfied 
customers keep coming back for bet-
ter prices and better service visit 
meds4less.betterlifepharmacy.com  
call 1-866-839-9581

ONLINE PHARMACY Buy Soma, Ultram, 
Fioricet, Prozac, Buspar $71.99/90 
$107/180 Quantities, PRICE INCLUDES 
PRESCRIPTION!  Over 200 meds 
$25Coupon Mention Offer:#31A31. 
1-866-491-2712. tri-pharmacy.net

PHENTERMINE, Xanax, Carisoprodol 
and more. Doctor Consultation 
included. Shipped FedEx 1-4 days. 
www. BESTBUDGETRX.COM  1-866-
683-5744

INCOME OPPORTUNITIES
Earn $500.00 weekly assembling 
Angel Pins in the comfort of your 
home. No experience required.  Paid 
weekly. Simple and fun! Call 1-413-
303-0474 or visit www.angelpin.net

**2009 POSTAL JOBS!** $14 to $59 
hour + Full Federal Benefits. No 
Experience Required. NOW HIRING! 
Green Card OK. 1-800-913-4384 ext. 
95 

$600 Weekly Potential$$$ Helping 
The Government PT. No Experience, 
No Selling. Call: 1-888-213-5225 Ad 
Code E. Void in Maryland and South 
Dakota.

POST OFFICE NOW HIRING! Avg. 
Pay $20/hour or $57K/yr. including 
Fed. Ben/OT. Test req. offered fee 
based prep opt. Not affiliated with 
US Postal Service 1-866-497-0989 

Mystery Shoppers Needed. Earn up 
to $150 per day. Undercover 
Shoppers needed to Judge Retail & 
Dining Establishments Experience 
Not Required. Call Now 1-877-218-
6211

EARN $1000’s Weekly. Mailing 
Brochures! Weekly pay + Bonus. 
Guaranteed Opportunity! Start 
Today! 1-866-960-9834 Code 701

DATA ENTRY PROCESSORS 
NEEDED! Earn $3,500-$5,000 
Weekly Working from Home! 
Guaranteed paychecks! No 
Experience Necessary! Positions 
Available Today! Register Online 
Now! www.DataCashNow.com

Government Jobs- $12-48.00/hr.  Full 
Benefits/Paid Training.  Work avail-
able In areas like Homeland Security, 
Law Enforcement, Wildlife & more! 
1-800-320-9353 Ext 2002

$384 DAILY! No experience required! 
Data entry positions available Now! 
Internet access needed! Income is 
Guaranteed! Apply today! www.
datamoney.net

NOW AVAILABLE! 2009 POST 
OFFICE JOBS. $18-$20/HR. NO 
EXPERIENCE, PAID  TRAINING, FED 
BENEFITS, VACATIONS. CALL 
1-800-910-9941 TODAY! REF #NY09

Attention all college students, career 
changers, experienced educators 
and paraprofessionals! Find an edu-
cation job in Arizona! Register Online 
at: www.teachinaz.com

ASSEMBLE MAGNETS & CRAFTS 
FROM HOME! Year-round Work! 
Excellent Pay! No Experience! Top 
US Company! Glue Gun, Painting, 
Jewelry & More! TOLL FREE 1-866-
844-5091, en espanol

Help Wanted Earn Extra Income, 
assembling CD cases from home. 
Start immediately, No experience 
necessary. 1-800-405-7619 ext 1395 
www.easywork-greatpay.com

MISCELLANEOUS
A NEW COMPUTER NOW!!!! Brand 
Name laptops & desktops Bad or NO 
Credit- No Problem Smallest weekly 
payments avail. Its yours NOW- Call 
800-317-7891

Wanted To Buy: CASH FOR GOLD 
We buy Gold, Silver, Plat. Get Cash 
NOW! Highest Payouts - Satisfaction 
Guaranteed 877-652-3025

GET A NEW COMPUTER Brand 
Name laptops & desktops Bad or NO 
Credit - No Problem smallest weekly 
payments avail. its yours NOW- Call 
1-800-618-3765

GET A NEW COMPUTER Brand 
Name laptops & desktops Bad or NO 
Credit- No Problem Smallest weekly 
payments avail. its yours NOW- Call 
1-800-640-0649

Email not sending? Printer not print-
ing? Can’t fix it yourself?  Call My 
Computer Works your personal Help 
Desk.  Fast, safe and secure help day 
or night: 888-375-8686.

AAA Affordable Health Care. Plans 
as little as $69.95 for single & $89.95 
for family per month. For more info 
please call toll free 866-925-1830.

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

ATTORNEYS

L32-16

1-888-MD-FAULT
Daniel P. Miklos, ESQ

111 Livingston St. Ste. 110, Brooklyn, NY 11201

INJURED?
· Medical Malpractice 

· Car Accidents  
· Trip and Fall Accidents 
· Construction Accidents 

· All Other Types of Accidents

*FREE CONSULTATION*

ENTERTAINMENT

L32-44

Magician & Comical Nerd
Birthday parties and special 

occasions — Adults & Kids. 

Comedy, Magic, Balloon Sculpting, 
Puppets, Games, M.C., Comic Roastings.

“University Professor of Speech & Communications”
718-434-9697
917-318-9092

SHIPPING

L32-21

BEST SHIPPING RATES
UPS - FEDEX - USPS
Internet Acces Notary
Faxin Mailbox Rental

Scannin Passport Photos
Instant Digital Photo Printing
SHIPPERS EXPRESS
41 Schermerhorn St. @ Court St.

718–858–6969

C14

BANKRUPTCY
ELECTRONIC TAX FILING

JEROME P. MANDEL

(718) 788–6800

ATTORNEYS

Reader Advisory: the National Trade Associations we belong to have pur-
chased the following classifieds. Some advertisers do not offer “employment” 
but rather supply the readers with manuals, directories and other materials 
designed to help their clients establish mail order selling and other businesses 
at home. Under NO circumstance should you send any money in advance or 
give out your checking, license ID, or credit card numbers. Also beware of ads 
that claim to guarantee loans regardless of credit and note that if a credit repair 
company does business only over the phone it’s illegal to request any money 
before delivering its service. All funds are based in US dollars. 800 numbers 
may or may not reach Canada. 

Reader Advisory: the National Trade Associations we belong to have pur-
chased the following classifieds. Some advertisers do not offer “employment” 
but rather supply the readers with manuals, directories and other materials 
designed to help their clients establish mail order selling and other businesses 
at home. Under NO circumstance should you send any money in advance or 
give out your checking, license ID, or credit card numbers. Also beware of ads 
that claim to guarantee loans regardless of credit and note that if a credit repair 
company does business only over the phone it’s illegal to request any money 
before delivering its service. All funds are based in US dollars. 800 numbers 
may or may not reach Canada. 

HELP WANTED

C8

NURSING

RNs
FT & PT - Flexible Hours

Join our dynamic 
nursing team. We are 

seeking self starters as 
well as team players. 

Our nursing department 
is an integral part of our 
services related to the 
MR/DD population. On 
a daily basis, the nursing 

role provides case 
management, important 
training and oversight of 
our med room and staff. 
Let HeartShare be the 
next step in enhancing 
your career. Come join 

our family and enjoy 
flexible schedules & 
benefits. New grads 

welcome! Please 
forward your resume 
to: The Recruitment 

Coordinator, fax: (718) 
855-5821 or e-mail:

jobs@heartshare.org

HeartShare
www.heartshare.org

Equal Oportunity Employer

A7

NYS Senator Eric Adams’ office:
opening for

DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF
e-mail resume to

daywoody@aol.com
for interview oppty.

Bachelor’s Degree, some law school, 
15 years law enforcement 

experience required

HELP WANTED

A5

Const. Company Seeks
ELECTRICIANS
Wood stainers &

Tile Floor Installers
Fax Res. 718 497-5988

Call for Appointment
Ask For Jenny
718 366-6528

A7

The Brooklyn Lab School
is seeking a

Special Education Teacher 
for immediate hire 

and a variety of instructors for Fall ’09.

Visit http://brooklynlabschool.wordpress.com 

for more information about BLS, 

specific hiring criteria and how to apply.

ATTORNEYS

The Law Firm of Anthony Verna
14 Wall Street, 20th Floor  New York, NY

212-618-1210
law@nyctrademarks.com

http://NYCTrademarks.com
http://NYCCopyrights.com

Trademark Law
Copyright Law

Entertainment Law ®
©

L32-16

EMPLOYMENT

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice of sale. Supreme Court, County of Kings. U.S. Bank National Association, as 
Trustee for the Structured Asset Investment Loan Trust, 2006-4, Plaintiff, vs. Donald 
Haynes, et al, Defendant. Pursuant to a judgment of foreclosure and sale duly dated 
6/5/2008, I, the undersigned Referee will sell at public auction at the Kings County 
Courthouse, Room 274, 360 Adams Street, Brooklyn, County of Kings, New York on 
4/2/2009 at 3 pm premises known as 219 Spencer Street, Brooklyn, NY 11205. All that 
certain plot piece or parcel of land, with the buildings and improvements thereon erected, 
situate, lying and being in the New York City, Borough of Brooklyn, County of Kings and 
State of New York Section, Block and Lot: Block 1763 Lot 5. Approximate amount of 
judgment $619,112.08 plus interest and costs. Premises will be sold subject to provisions 
of filed Judgment Index #9808/2007. Edward M. Rappaport, Esq., Referee, Shapiro & 
DiCaro, LLP, Attorney for Plaintiff, 250 Mile Crossing Boulevard, Rochester, NY, 14624. 
Dated: 2/20/2009. BP8-11

derstand D’Antonio’s reason-
ing, but refuse to let such a no-
torious ogre off the hook.
 “I don’t see any reason 
to blame him 100 percent. 
But he didn’t do us any fa-
vors either,” said Tom Gil-
bert, a baseball historian.
 “Baseball was mostly in the 
northeast in the 1950s. You had 
all these attractive untapped 
markets out there in the south 
and west. This enabled base-
ball clubs to threaten to move 
unless cities built them a sta-
dium [so they] were suckering 
cities into giving them some-
thing for free.”
 Brooklyn refused to play 
ball, forcing O’Malley’s hand, 
the book’s argument goes.
 Clearly, this one will need 
extra innings to settle.
 But Peter O’Malley may also 
face harsh questioning about 
why the Los Angeles version 
of the Dodgers have had such 

an arm’s-length relationship 
with the team’s birthplace.
 With the wound from the 
Dodgers’ departure still ooz-
ing, the younger O’Malley 
was still enraging Brook-
lynites as recently as 1993 
when he sued a Bay Ridge bar 
called “the Brooklyn Dodger” 
for — yes, believe it — copy-
write infringment.
 A judge threw out the case in 

Continued from page 1

DODGERS…

WE CAN GIVE YOU
A GREAT SMILE!

CARROL GARDENS DENTAL ASSOC.
DR. RICHARD A. ROSEN

BROOKLYN’S PREMIER IMPLANT
& COSMETIC DENTAL CENTER

A10

HELP WANTED

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

PAGE 14

BROOKLYN’S BIGGEST FIX-IT CENTER

The Brooklyn Paper

 Our friends at the City Council press of-
fice sent us this photo to highlight a new 
fundraising campaign for the cash-strapped 
Brooklyn Public Library — but we couldn’t 
help but highlight something else.
 Boy, aren’t the pols on the left having a 
GREAT time!
 Now, kidding aside, the Brooklyn Pub-
lic Library’s three-month, “Support our 
Shelves” initiative is about as worthy a 
cause as any in these tough times.

 And the politicians on the left — Coun-
cilman Domenic Recchia, Borough Pres-
ident Markowitz and Brooklyn Public Li-
brary board chairman Anthony Crowell 
— all said the right thing last Thursday?
 But, guys, if you’re being photographed 
at an event to champion the library, at least 
look like you’re having a good time — read-
ing is supposed to be fun, isn’t it?
 Damn, even the guy in the painting be-
hind Council Speaker Christine Quinn looks 
pissed off!

Really! They asked us to print this!

1993. Yeah, great, but where 
was that jurist in 1957?
 “Forever Blue” read-
ing at the Brooklyn His-
torical Society [126 Pierre-
pont St., between Clinton 
Street and Monroe Place 
in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 222-4111], Satur-
day, March 21 at 1 pm. 
Free. Read an excerpt on 
SportsIllustrated.com

Ebbets Field in its heyday.

Ferrer had two deputies that 
were not from the Bronx. 

EB: I drive. On a good day it 
takes about 25 minutes. 

EB: It’s a controversial subject. 
On the one hand, the MTA 
needs revenue to maintain the 

current level of activity. I don’t 
relish the thought of having 
to pay tolls to cross the East 
River … but the MTA must 
be maintained.

EB: I have mixed emotions 
on it honestly. Certainly hav-
ing lived in Brooklyn my en-
tire life, it was great to see 
smoothing happening there 
[at the rail yards], because it 
was a wasted resource and an 

Continued from page 1

BRONX… eyesore. It needed to be rede-
veloped. But the portion on the 
Prospect Heights side needs 
development. Having a sports 
franchise [the New Jersey Nets 
basketball team] come is an 
interesting addition, too, es-
pecially since Atlantic Yards 
was supposed to be the new 
Ebbets Field. There a lot of 
issues [like]  traffic. I’m not 
sure the environmental impact 
statement adequately addresses 
the traffic concerns. 

EB: The scale might be a lit-
tle too large. Putting a Mid-
town-sized development in the 

middle of residential low-rise 
Brooklyn will be a permanent 
change to the community.

EB: [Laughs] I have no in-
tention of running against 
Marty. Marty has been a 
friend for years. 

Bronx or Brooklyn — 

EB: It’s like having two chil-
dren, you never choose be-
tween them.
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DECKS

EXTERMINATORS

Since 1969 Father & Son
Owned and Operated

COMPLETE PEST CONTROL
Difficult Termite Problems

– Our Specialty

TRAPPING

LICENSED & INSURED

RESIDENTIAL &
COMMERCIAL

ANT TERMITE

Save a Sample

AFEDERAL EXTERMINATING, LTD.

FREE ESTIMATES

259-8799
A36

C13

USA EXTERMINATORS
RESIDENTIAL · COMMERCIAL

“Safest Methods Used”
· Termite · Flea Control · Roaches
· Rats · Bed Bugs · Wasps · Moths

· Bats · Hornets · Ticks · Bees · Rodent
Proofing · Squirrels · Termite Inspections

718-832-0900

FHA, VA Inspections
TERMITE EXPERTS

INSUREDLICENSED

FLOORS

A20

 Kells  
Wood Floors

Hardwood Floors Installed & Repaired

Call Phillip (347) 531-6156
kellswoodfloors@yahoo.com

GARDENING

A33

for your home & garden
design, installation 

& maintenance
for yards, terraces, roofs

 & containers

Visit our Shop
479 Atlantic Ave
(718) 554-0207

www.gardendig.com

...growing with ideas

indoor and outdoor

GARDENING
Prepare Your Garden

For Next Season
Design, Fall Maintenance & Leaf Clean-ups, 

Fertilization & Spring Bulb Planting.
For Wherever Your Garden is!

Your Complete Gardener - Marilyn Manning

718-753-9741
W32-21

HANDYMAN

A35

KBM Handyman Services

FREE ESTIMATE
(718) 763-0379

licensed and insured

A34

CALL NED

FREE ESTIMATES

718-871-1504

MOVERS (LICENSED)

MOVING YOUR WAY

Moving co   T33315   584 6th Av
LICENSED/ INSURED

718-788-4920
Free Estimate & Box Delivery
POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES!

A20

A-1 JAYS WAY MOVING
Family owned and operated for 
3 generations. For the lowest 
rates and best quality moving 
give us a call. 

Experienced & Reliable.
2149 E. 72nd. St.   DOT#32149

718-763-1435

CARPETS

C15

Enhance The Beauty of Your Home 
With Fresh Clean Carpets

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

Quick Drying Method. We Offer

Call For FREE Estimates
(718) 832-0900

CLEANING SERVICES

A18

Cleaning Brooklyn
One Home at a Time

(718) 374-4594

C10
 Gift Certificates Available

CLEAN
GREEN
MAIDS
BECAUSE LIFE
IS FOR LIVING

Sign on for a Detail Clean & 6 maintenance cleans
Receive A Free Refrigerator and Oven Cleaning!

Enjoy Life
Go Green

CALL TODAY!
718.383.0875

ENLIGHTENED
Cleaning Service, Inc.
Move Out/Move in Clean-up
Office · Residential · General

“Let us maintain your hallways”
Bed & Breakfast Cleaning Services

718 573–4165
Bonded and Insured A20

CONTRACTORS

CW15

LICENSED EXPERIENCED ALL 
WORK GUARANTEED

FREE ESTIMATES
hic#1290900 his#1290896

718-715-0705

 

L35

CHRIS MULLINS
CJM CONTRACTING, INC.

FREE ESTIMATES

718-276-8558 L32-46

A33-06

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR WORK:
Renovation & Remodeling

Roofing  Basements  Brick Cleaning 
Pointing  Stucco  Waterproofing 

Stoops  Sidewalks  Gutters Kitchens
Bathrooms  Brownstone Repair
Carpentry  Plastering Tiling

Cement Work Fencing Siding
Deck Sheetrock Brick Work

Wallpaper  Painting (Int. & Ext.)

Fully Licensed & Insured HIC Lic #1261120
Free Estimate HIS Lic #1261117

RAHAT CONTRACTING CO.

Kazi Ismail        718-972-1666
718-753-7371 kazi2163@aol.com

Gaudioso 
Contracting Inc

licensed & insured

FREE
interior design
consultation
Must be presented
at time of estimate

718-923-2893
agaudioso@nyc.rr.com 

for a free estimate
L32-50

A41

Residential Remodeling
Specialists

Complete Home Interior
and kitchen remodeling

License# 1207599
View previous projects @

www.knockoutrenovation.com

718-745-0722

DECKS

DECKS
 by Bart

Free Estimates
Call Bart:

20+ years experience

We build year round
Plan Ahead

(718) 284-8053
800-YES-4-DECK

Design Assist./Archit. Enginr.
DecksByBartNYC.com

L32-26

ELECTRICIANS

A33-02

JOHN E. LONERGAN

Licensed Electrician

(718) 875-6100

(212) 475-6100

ZAV PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING
24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE

Residential    www.zavplumbing.com    Commercial
Plumbing: Water Heaters, Faucets, Toilets,

Gas or Water Leaks, Water Meters & RPZ Assembly
Annual Inspections & Violations Removed

Heating & Air: Boilers, Furnaces & Air Conditioning 
Installed & Repaired, Controls & Trouble Shooting

Radiators Installed & Repaired
Radiant Heating Expert - Free Estimate

Insured        718 332-8511    LIC#2011   
L32-15

PLUMBING

CARPETING

E10

CARPET CLEANING
10% Off Cleaning!

Residential & commercial profesional 
wall-to-wall carpet & rug handwashing, 

steam cleaning, & repair services. 
Pickup and delivery available

BETTER CARPET WAREHOUSE
443 Atlantic Ave - Boerum Hill Open 7 Days
718-855-2794 bettercarpetwarehouse.com

PAINTING

INSULATION

L32-43

Baby, it's cold

INSIDE!
IF YOUR HOUSE:

please call us today for a
Home Energy Assessment.

Foam Insulation Specialists

CONSTRUCTION

L32-10

Structural
Framing

Plaster

Phone:  fax: 718.783.4919

Full Service Restoration and Construction Company 
dedicated to preserving the past and building the future in:

FIVE STAR CARTING INC

718 349-7555

RESIDENTIAL &
COMMERCIAL

Serving All
of NYC

Mention Brooklyn Papers For Special Service Rates In Your Area

FAST
SERVICE

FREE
ESTIMATE

L32-38

RUBBISH REMOVAL

E12

THE BOLD LOOK
OF KOHLER®

Visit Your KOHLER®

Registered Showroom
SOLCO PLUMBING SUPPLY

1525 70th Street Brooklyn, NY, 11228
718-259-8010 | www.solco.com

TREE
REMOVAL
TREE PRUNING · STUMP REMOVAL

L32-12

FULLY LICENSED 
& INSURED

FREE
ESTIMATES

NO JOB TOO
BIG OR SMALL

TREE SERVICE

PAINTING

L32-23

ROOFING

A32

H&J Lic #1220418

ROOFING CO.
Flat roof ✦ Rubber roof

Sky lights ✦ Shingles
Leaders ✦ Gutters

All jobs owner supervised!
Over 15 years experience!

Residential
Industrial ✧ Commercial

(718) 844-8448

Schwamberger
Contracting

All Roofing, Rubber, Leaders,
Gutters Skylights, Green Roofing.

EXCELLENT REFERENCES
License #0831318

21st year with Brooklyn Papers

718-646-4540
L32-15

RUBBISH REMOVAL

CW32-27

Greg’s Express
Rubbish Removal

We Do All The Loading & Clean-Up
Old Furniture & Appliances

Office, Home & Yard Clean-Ups
Construction & Renovation Debris

Single Items To Multiple Truckloads

Commercial & Residential Demolition
All Size Containers

Member Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce

1-800 Mr. RubbishTM

‘America’s GREEN Rubbish Team’
(800) 677-8224

CELL 917-416-8322
Lic: BIC-1180  Fully Insured

12th year with The Brooklyn Papers

TREE SERVICE

L32-34

EVERGREEN TREE
& SHRUB INC.

Tree removal
Pruning

Trimming
Stump Removal
Yard Clean Up

24 Hour Emergency Service
Rubbish Removal
Free Estimates

All 5 Boros

Call Carlos: 718-775-2243
www.evergreentreeshrubinc.com

UPHOLSTERY

L32-35

30 yrs experience  Serving the 5 Boros
~ Free Estimates ~

(718) 263-8383

WINDOWS

L32-35

QUALITY
REPLACEMENT
WINDOWS & REPAIRS

Repair ALL TYPES of
windows, insulated glass,

balances, locks and screens.

Fully licensed & Insured
Reasonable Rates

Call 718-227-8787

SAVE
ENERGY

CUSTOM WINDOW
INSTALLATION

REAL ESTATE
AGENTS & BROKERS

L32-23

List Your Rental or 
Sale Apartments  

at No Cost
LICENSED REAL-ESTATE BROKER

Unique European Clientele 
Multilingual Agents

Samia (718) 788–0178

BUSINESS FOR SALE

C13

For Sale
Carroll Gardens-Jewelry Store 

28 years in business 
Family-owned, huge upside, 

absentee owner,
will finance part. 
Newly renovated, 

renewable 5-year lease,
inventory  optional 

asking 135k
email: floradalemhp@aol.com  

or  call (954) 540-5382
www.dvny-dev.com

COMMERCIAL SPACE

ER7

1500 sq. ft. Prime Brooklyn Heights 
location on Atlantic Ave. Existing 
full-service bar; available now.

347-645-1333
www.brickbrooklyn.com

CW6

1,500–2,000 sq. ft.
Hardwood floors, large, open 
space, plenty of natural light.

Call Carmine or David
(718) 852–0051

VACANT LAND

C10

ROSEBANK, S.I.
100’x128’ lot

up to 9 units possible
$1.2 Million
By Owner

(646) 251-2781
 

CONTRACTORS

Broken or Missing
Balusters/Spindles

Weak or Broken Steps
(Treads, Stringers or Risers)

Call: 718-893-4006

FLOOR
SANDING

ALSO
AVAILABLE

Cee Dee
PROFESSIONAL
CONTRACTORS

L32-39

MOVERS (LICENSED)

A33-03

O R

We do last minute jobs!
Expert packers

TOP HAT MOVERS

AMEX

MOVERS

PLUMBING

NEIGHBORHOOD
Sewer & Drain Cleaning

Plumbing

745-7727 or 848-5654
A33

PAINTING
Master Plasterer/Painter

Old Walls Saved
Repair, Install, Moldings,

Skim Coats
Excellent References

(718) 834-0470
L32/13

A24

WALL-PROS

Restore your 
walls to new!

Fine Finish Skimcoats
Painting

L32-43

the color of certainty.
Free Color

Consultation
Must be presented at time

of estimate

CertaPro Painters
agaudioso@certapro.com
718-923-2892
for a
free estimate

A19

BK WALLCOVERINGS
Specializing in professional 

wallpaper hanging and 
interior painting. All work is 
done quickly and cleanly
Call for a free estimate:
(718) 781-5277 Besik

www.BesiksWallCoverings.com

A13

FREE ESTIMATES

Richard (718) 490-5668

35 years of experience
installing fine wall coverings

Painting

PROFESSIONAL 
PAPERHANGER

ASSISTED LIVING

At Island Shores, you will enjoy 
fully furnished studios and suites 

with daily housekeeping, cable 
television, three gourmet meals, 

a complete library of books 
and periodicals, a healthy 

living exercise center, a 
mini-theatre with daily 

shows, computers 
with Internet access, 

plus planned trips, 
walking tours, and 

so much more!
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1111 Father Capodanno Blvd.
Staten Island, New York 10306

*All services, amenities, and utilities included —
no additional fees.

AGENTS AND BROKERS

View my listings at www.corcoran.com/phenn

Corcoran’s 2006 Brooklyn 
Rookie of the Year
“Philip — Thanks for the fantastic job you did from 
start to finish in selling our townhouse. We are so 
happy with the job and service you provided for us 
during the whole process.”  — Sharon & Ken

Philip Henn, Senior Associate Broker
124 Montague Street, Brooklyn Heights
phone: 718-923-8013, cell: 917-602-8416
email: phenn@corcoran.com

corcoran group real estate ER32-01

CO-OPS
 

1st TIME HOME  

BUYERS SEMINAR 
MARCH 21, 2009  

Hours 9AM -12 PM & 2PM -4PM 
 

Kingsview Homes Inc. an affordable 

Co-operative, located in Downtown Brooklyn 

Is holding a seminar for 1st time homebuyers. 
 

Consultants representing the Municipal Credit 

Union, Neighborhood Housing, and the Banking 

industry will be on site to answer questions 

regarding purchases. 
 

Kingsview Homes Inc. is one of Brooklyn’s oldest and 

finest Co-operatives. 1, 2, 3 bedrooms  & Studio 

apartments are available. 
 

• 4 apartments on a floor 

• Laundry Facilities in each building 

• 24 hour security 

• Low Maintenance (G&E incl.) 

• Near all subway lines and the LIRR 

• 15 mins. By subway to downtown 

Manhattan or if you prefer walk across 

the Brooklyn or Manhattan Bridge. 
 

Call or Fax For More Info: 
 Kingsview Homes Inc. 

125 Ashland Place 

Brooklyn, New York 11201 
 

Tel: 718-875-9225 Fax: 718-875-5144 

NEW JERSEY - MAPLEWOOD

L49

Move to a Suburb
even a New Yorker can love

everyone

A9

ADS WORK!
fi

ADS WORK!
Place your classified

advertisement today and 
watch your business grow.

Call (718) 834-9350

ADS WORK!
Place your classified

advertisement today and 
watch your business grow.

Call (718) 834-9350

 A33-07

Call for 
early spring 
discounts!

(718) 686-1100 A33-10

GENERAL RENOVATIONS
Interior & Exterior 

Carpentry · New Additions · Kitchens 
Bathrooms · Painting · Plastering · Pointing

· Stucco · Roofing · Waterproofing
· Brick & Concrete Work

FREE ESTIMATES InsuredLicense #
904813 www.eaglecontractor.com

EAGLE     CONTRACTORSHOME IMPROVEMENT

C 32-27

Affordable & Hassle-Free
Same Day
Clean Up!

Free Estimates
24 Hour Service

Basement  Attics  Yards  Demolition
Containers Available (10-40 Yards)

1-800 Mr. RubbishTM

‘America’s GREEN Rubbish Team’

RUBBISH REMOVAL

Save the Planet. Recycle. www.gregsexpress.com

ARCHITECTS
AWARD WINNING / LICENSED

ARCHITECT &
INTERIOR DESIGNER
· From Conception to Completion
  Residential, Commercial, Manufacturing   
  Alterations & New Buildings
· Realistic Estimates & Time Schedules
· Construction Management - 
  General Contracting
· Expediting Approvals & Permits  
  Dept. of Buildings & Landmarks
· Zoning Analysis & Property Potential 

Martin della Paolera
ARCHITECT

65 Saint Felix St. B'klyn NY 11217
TEL (718) 596-2379

martin@mdparchitects.com
L32-20

CARPENTRY

L 32-35

Carpentry Plus

Dependable with references

Kevin (718) 331-9251

A11

A33-06

CUSTOM DECKS FROM START TO FINISH
www.1800983deck.com · 1-800-983-DECK · 718-227-2629

Bonded & InsuredLicensed

A24
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