
By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

 State Sen. Daniel Squadron un-
veiled a radical new proposal for the 
underfunded Brooklyn Bridge Park 
development that would eliminate hun-
dreds of planned condos from the park 
and, instead, use property taxes from 
nearby landowners to pay for the con-
troversial park project’s upkeep — but 
several critics immediately punched 
holes in the plan.
 Squadron’s initiative would si-
phon off some of the taxes on any 
rezoned property within .4 miles of 
the planned 85-acre park along the 

Brooklyn Heights and DUMBO wa-
terfront — some of the very land-
owners who are expected to see their 
property values rise due to their prox-
imity to the proposed 1.3 mile-long 
park.
 He said his plan could rake in $20 
million over five years, though it’s 
largely reliant on being in place before 
the city rezones DUMBO,  a lengthy 
process that is underway . 
 Instead of entering the city’s gen-
eral fund, those taxes would be re-
stricted to paying for the park’s an-
nual maintenance,  which is estimated 
to be around $16 million .

The Brooklyn Paper
 Freshman Rep. Mike McMa-
hon was the only Democrat in 
New York State to vote against 
last week’s House bill to put a 
90-percent tax on AIG’s “out-

rageous” (in the words of the 
president) bonuses.
 What the hell is wrong with 
McMahon — doesn’t he know 
people are grabbing pitchforks, 
torches, buckets of tar and down 

pillows?
 That seemed like a good 
jumping off question for our 
weekly feature, “McMahon 
on line 1.”
 What, Congressman, the hell 

is wrong with you?
 “A lot of my colleagues here 
in D.C. were caught up in the 
passions of the mob,” said Mc-
Mahon, who was on the losing 
side of the 328–93 populist-in-

spired landslide. “The bill went 
through so quickly that many 
people weren’t conversant in the 
details.”
 McMahon said the AIG “bo-  
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USO dancers added some color to the St. Patrick’s Day parade in Bay Ridge on 
Sunday. Oh, and the mayor was also there.
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Architect was ‘misconstrued’ about Yards
By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

 Starchitect Frank Gehry quickly 
recanted — sort of — a statement 
he made earlier in the week that the 
Atlantic Yards project is dead.
 The latest brouhaha over the 
stalled development project be-
gan on Monday, when  The Archi-
tect’s Newspaper , a trade publica-
tion, asked the 80-year-old master 
builder to look ahead to the end of 
his career and reflect on whether he 
had any “unrealized commissions” 
that he “wish had been built.”
 Gehry’s answer: “The Corcoran 
Gallery in D.C., the Atlantic Yards 
project in Brooklyn — I don’t think 
it’s going to happen.”
 The always-outspoken Gehry 
quickly reconsidered his pessi-
mism.
 In a statement issued by his Los 
Angeles-based firm, the architect 
said his earlier comment had been 
made in a “free-flowing interview,” 
and was now being “misconstrued 
as a prediction of the future of the 
Atlantic Yards development.”
 “All of us at Gehry Architects 
New York are immensely proud 
of our work with our client Forest 
City Ratner on the Atlantic Yards 
Project and remain hopeful that it 
will come to fruition in the very 

architect and someone I 
have huge respect for,” 
the Forest City Ratner 
CEO told The Brooklyn 
Paper in a statement. “It 

is understandable how he 
and others have concerns 

about this project happening 
in the worst economic envi-

ronment since the Great De-
pression. But that said, [we] are 
ready to proceed even at a time 
when other projects and industries 
have faltered. Atlantic Yards will 

a major selling point for 
the project, its investors 
and its naming-rights 
sponsor Barclays — 
is no longer working 
on the project,” group 
spokesman Daniel 
Goldstein said in the 
statement. “Mr. Gehry 
would not have made this 
comment if he were still in-
volved with Atlantic Yards and 
Forest City Ratner as his client.”
 Untrue, said Ratner.
 “Frank Gehry is a friend, a great 

near future,” the statement con-
cluded.
 Atlantic Yards opponents re-
minded that some people define 
a gaffe as when a newsmaker slips 
up and actually tells the truth.
 “World Famous Architect 
Sounds Like He’s No Longer 
Working on Bruce Ratner’s Proj-
ect,” stated a press release from 
Develop Don’t Destroy, the main 
Yards opposition group.
 “While Bruce Ratner’s project 
is a big question mark, it seems 
clear that Frank Gehry — who was 

Flora in the hole!
By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 Gardening in North 
Brooklyn is about to be-
come a form of rebellion.
 A group of “rogue bota-
nists” are hoping to trans-
form the barren streets of 
Williamsburg and Green-
point into lush landscapes by 
hurling projectiles — laced 
with cornflower seeds! — 
onto vacant properties this 
Saturday.
 The green guerrillas hope 
to beautify their neighbor-
hoods by distributing hun-
dreds of eco-friendly orbs 
made from red clay, seeds 
and organic compost, chuck-
ing the mulch missiles over 
walls, pushing them through 
chain-link fences, and put-
ting them just about any-
where that could use some 
greenery.
 “Guerilla gardeners seek 

Billyburg ‘bombers’ set to spill their seeds

Grass lovers like David Cohen will spread their seeds in Bushwick 
this weekend.

Th
e 

B
ro

o
kl

yn
 P

ap
er

 f
ile

 /
 A

ar
o

n 
G

re
en

ho
o

d

Brooklyn wants to 
stick it to The Man

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

 Brooklyn seethed with rage 
on Wednesday after the Metro-
politan Transportation Authority 
voted to significantly raise fares 
and tolls, while drastically hack-
ing away at mass transit service 
across the borough and city. 
 Months of political bickering 
and dickering with Albany cul-
minated in a vote by the MTA’s 
board to jack up the base fare 
to $2.50 from $2 and monthly 
passes to $103 from $81 effec-

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

 Brooklynites are so irate about 
Washington, war and Wall Street 
that they’re going to protest at 
the epicenter of American capi-
talism. 
 But it’s not those AIG bonuses 
that are enraging the electorate on 
the eve of next Saturday’s “March 
on Wall Street” — it’s the bloated 
Pentagon budget that feeds the 
Wall Street beast!
 “We have wacked out prior-
ities in our military budget that 
usurps funds that are needed at 
home,” said an irate Matthew 
Weinstein, an organizer of the 
march. “The war filled the coffers 

of giant corporations. They are 
like pigs feeding at a trough.”
 And the feeding frenzy hasn’t 
settled down since President 
Obama moved into the White 
House. His proposed defense bud-
get may be 1.4 percent more than 
last year. 
 “Wall Street symbolized the 
financial center of the country,” 
said Charlotte Phillips, chairper-
son of Brooklyn for Peace. 
 The Brooklyn groups are 
assembling on White Street, 
between Broadway and Lafay-
ette Street, at 11 am on April 4. 
For info about the march, visit 
www.BrooklynPeace.org.

— with Evan Gardner

This ‘mob’ is angry — yet McMahon votes against it

HE’S PISSED: Joshua McK-
enney shows his “support” 
for the MTA fare hike.
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By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

 Art lovers proved to be largely un-
troubled by the Brooklyn Museum’s sur-
prise hike in the institution’s “suggested 
donation” on Saturday from $8 to $10 .
 “They have to raise the price in this 
economy unless the city pays or they 
fire people,” said Toni Weaver, a Man-
hattanite who forked over the double-
digit admission fee on Friday.
 Another visitor did even more than 
that.
 “I feel $10 is a bargain — I paid more 
than the suggested price,” said Nikki 
Darling, a former Williamsburger who 
is getting her MBA at Lehigh.
 Such talk will no doubt please the 
higher-ups at the Museum, which said 
the two dollar increase was necessary 
because of the deep recession.
 “We truly regret that the challenges 
created by the economic downturn have 
made it necessary to modestly increase 
the admissions fee at the Brooklyn Mu-
seum,” Director Arnold Lehman said 
in a statement.
 Despite the fair hike, if you will, 
Lehman said that his museum “still 
represent[s] extraordinary enriching 
value for all visitors, particularly in 
this difficult and distressing time.”

Museum
ups ante
Entry fee to $10
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The Brooklyn Paper

   So long, DUMBO. Hello, 
“Metrotech.”
    On Friday, The Brooklyn Paper 
packed up its office and headed to 
the Metrotech complex in the heart 

of Downtown Brooklyn.
 All week, the staff packed up our 
valuables (including boxes upon 
boxes of awards and honors, photo 
right) in preparation for our depar-
ture from the office that has been 

our home since our move from 
Court Street in 2004.

    Starting Monday, The 
Brooklyn Paper will be 

happily ensconsed in 
Metrotech, where our 

colleagues in the News Corpora-
tion-owned Community Newpaper 
Group were waiting for us.
Here’s our new contact information:
The Brooklyn Paper
One Metrotech Center,  Suite 1001
Brooklyn, NY 11201
Main number: (718) 260-2500.
News e-mail: 
newsroom@cnglocal.com.
Advertising e-mail: 
brooklynpaper@cnglocal.com.
Staffers can be e-mailed directly by 
using their first initial and last name 
followed by @cnglocal.com, such 
as tdooley@cnglocal.com.

 Don’t be a stranger! Write us.

See GEHRY  on page 12

See SEEDS  on page 2

See UNFARE  on page 11

See LINE 1  on page 11See MUSEUM  on page 13

See SQUADRON  on page 12

By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

 Police have arrested a teenage 
suspect for the vicious murder of 
WABC newscaster George Weber, 
whose body contained more than 
four dozen stab wounds  when it 
was discovered in his Henry Street 
apartment on Sunday afternoon .
 The Queens 16-year-old, who 

apparently met Weber through an 
online personal ad, was arrested 
on Tuesday.  The New York Post 
identified him  as John Katehis 
and said that he had confessed to 
the murder, which police believe 
happened last Friday night.
 Officially, cops would not say 
more.
 “We believe that [Katehis] met 

Weber over the Internet through 
Craigslist, and that they agreed 
to meet and that while he was 
inside Weber’s apartment, he 
stabbed him approximately 50 
times,” said NYPD spokesman 
Paul J. Browne.
 The spokesman added that the 
suspect “subsequently made state-

See MURDER  on page 12

FORK YOU!: Anthony Ruiz, a clerk at Sid’s Hardware 
in Downtown, taps into the public’s populist anger.
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Paper moving up to D’Town
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to stand up and take charge of areas that seem to possess 
a void for the neighborhood,” said event organizer Emily 
Gallagher. “Whether you’re a longtime resident or a new 
transplant, I think we can all agree that a few flowers and 
leaves help to take the edge off of the concrete jungle.”
 And in North Brooklyn, there are plenty of places that could 

What do
 cigarettes

   eat?

What do
 cigarettes

   eat?

You.
Cigarettes are

eating you alive.

For help quitting smoking, call

1-866-NY-QUITS.
       (1-866-697-8487)

New York State Department of Health

Continued from page 1

SEEDS…

Foliage fiends prepare seed-
filled dirt pellets for tossing 
into empty lots.

be perked up with 
plants, said Gal-
lagher, who chairs 
the open space com-
mittee of Neighbors 
Allied for Good 
Growth (formerly 
Neighbors Against 
Garbage).
 “There is a lot of 
land that could use 
some help,” she 
added. “The long-
empty lots, the 
idle, trash-covered 
patches that no one 
cares for — these or-
phaned sites are a 
part of our commu-
nity, too, and we’ve got to start taking direct action to clean 
up our home.”
 Clean means green for the gardeners, whose golf-ball-
sized globes — commonly called “seed bombs” — can 
bloom on almost any terrain. 
 “How else are you going to plant something over a fence?” 
asked eco-artist David Cohen, who once orchestrated a 
similar “seed bombing” project and is now in the process 
of launching an environmental art non-profit. “I think the 
idea is interesting because it mixes the metaphors between 
war and growth.”
 But talk of war is exactly what the radical botanists are 
hoping to avoid. In fact, the group have deemed their proj-
ect as “seed casting” — not “seed bombing.”
 “We’re trying to steer away from violent imagery since 
what we’re doing is positive,” said Gallagher. “We’re also 
not doing anything illegal or requiring permission. Many 
years ago, when there was an abundance of plant life and 
greenspace in Greenpoint and Williamsburg, the wind 
would carry and plant seeds. Now, buildings block the 
airways and cement covers everything — so we’ve got to 
give Mother Nature a helping hand.”
 Bombs away!

wo bikes. Four wheels. 
Eight months. Sixteen 
curses.

 That’s the two-times table 
governing my life now, thanks 
to the theft of another one of 
my bicycles this week.
 As you know — as everyone 
in Brooklyn knows — a thief 
took an ice pick to the tire that 
is my heart back in July when 
he stole my bike from in front 
of my 13th Street home.
 Then, this week, my re-
placement bike was stolen 
from the ground-floor stor-
age area provided for work-
ers in The Brooklyn Paper’s 
55 Washington St. home.
 The bike was locked to a 
specially provided bracket 
and chain on the wall!
 Clearly, someone doesn’t 
want me biking to work. The 
good news is that we can proba-
bly rule out my cardiologist.
 The better news is the out-
pouring of support I’m getting 
from the biking community. 
Not since I broke my ankle last 
year has Brooklyn been so riv-
eted by yet another one of my 
highly public tragedies.
 “You can quote me as say-
ing that Transportation Alter-
natives was devastated to learn 
that Gersh Kuntzman’s bike 
had once more been stolen,” 
said Wiley Norvell, a spokes-
man for the bike-advocacy 
group.
 Norvell tried to perk me 
up (but failed) by telling me 
that 60,000 to 80,000 bicycles 
are stolen off New York streets 
each year. And then he made 
me feel like I fell into a pothole 
when he said that the NYPD 
has a less than one percent re-
covery rate for reported bike 
thefts. (For the record, the 84th 
Precinct was professional and 
courteous when taking the theft 
report; now let’s see if they can 
crack this case.)
 I could look on the bright 
side, I suppose. “New York 
City is the nation’s capital 

Someone stole my bike — 
for the second time this year

of bike theft,” Norvell said. 
“This city has the craftiest 
bike thieves.”
 Of course, the politicians 
are already riding over the 
nine miles of bad road that 
is my life.
 Councilman David Yassky 
has been pushing an entirely 
reasonable bill that would 
allow bikers to bring their 
wheels inside their office 
buildings. Even though the 
bill would not require the 
building owners to provide 
anything for the bikers ex-
cept safe passage to their of-
fices, the legislation is being 
fought by Big Real Estate.
 That could change, given 
my latest Troubles.
 “The theft of your bike 
could push this bill over the 
top,” Yassky said.

Editor Gersh Kuntzman’s bike was stolen — again! — by thieving, car-loving 
hoods! Here, he shows where it had been locked in his DUMBO office.
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By Gersh Kuntzman

 Then again, 
maybe the theft 
is a good time for 
me to take stock 
of my riding ob-
session. I mean, 

last year, the bastards stole my 
bike. A year earlier, I was run 
down on Smith Street and de-
cided it was a good idea to pre-
write my obituary (which is in 
a file marked “Gersh’s Obit” 
in my computer). A year be-
fore that, I wiped out in a pot-
hole on my way to the opening 
day of the Red Hook Fairway 
(and bled all over then-Depart-
ment of Transportation Com-
missioner Iris Weinshall who, 
frankly, deserved to be on the 
receiving end of my oozing 
fluids for how little concern 
she showed for my fat lip and 
cut up face).
 Then — indignity of in-
dignities! — a woman named 
Bernice Kuntzman and claim-
ing to be my “mother,” wrote 
a letter to the editor of this 
newspaper in which she 

wished me a “long, produc-
tive and happy life.”
 Fat chance, Mom (if that’s 
her real name). Until I can 
get around under my own 
power, putting my mettle 
to the pedal, if you will, I’m 
a slave to the MTA and its 
23-percent fare hike.
 Not to paraphrase the gov-
ernor of California, but I will 
be back — though given the 
economy, it would be nice 
if someone had a spare bike 
he’d like to donate.
 In case no one caught it, 
that was a hint, people.

o one caught it, by the 
way, not even Jane 
Walentas, whose mo-

gul husband David owns the 
building where the bike was 
stolen.
 “Sorry about your bike,” 
the multi-millionairess wrote 
to me in an e-mail. “I hope 
you recover it.”
 Thanks, I guess. That, and 
$2.50, gets me a ride on the 
subway.

By Gersh Kuntzman
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HOME COOKIN’?
One of NY’s best herb & spice 
resources is right here in your 
neighborhood, with dozens of 
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The Urban Spice Source:

85 Court Street in Downtown Brooklyn
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®

BBQ GRILLS
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Weber Grills
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Save 10% on insurance.
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Get your driver’s license fast & easy!

15% off your next stationery order over $150 
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Wedding Showers

Weddings ~ Save the Date
Sweet Sixteen ~ Baby Showers
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Loose 
Dentures?
GO AHEAD...
Eat what you want!
Visit Dr.Tony Farha in the morning, 
have the “Mini-Implant System” 
placed in less than two hours, then 
go out and enjoy your favorite lunch.  
No more messy adhesive or pastes.

As recently demonstrated by  
Dr. Tony on ABC & Fox News

Approved.
one-step, non-surgical 

procedure.

months of healing.

available and Insurance coverage)

*ONLY $595
FOR DENTURE!
Limited Time Offer

*with a puchase of MDI

Call today for  
your FREE Consultation

718-833-6895
461 77th St, Bay Ridge

1412 Richmond Rd, Staten Island

Dr. Tony is recognized as a Professor 
of the Mini Dental Implant.

www.oraldentalcare.com

Harbor Motor Inn
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718 625 6800  T
718 625 0669  F
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an environmentally-friendly
boutique print house
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We’ll give you reason to smile!

NEW PATIENT SPECIAL
$50 GIFT CERTIFICATE

(Any service over $150 until 3/30/09)

Signature Smile
General & Cosmetic Dentistry

718-246-5677

By Evan Gardner
for The Brooklyn Paper

 Someone wants to fix Flat-
bush Avenue? Good luck with 
that.
 Put aside the knee-jerk 
cynicism because the North 
Flatbush Business Improve-
ment District has hired a 
Manhattan landscape-archi-
tecture firm to give a facelift 
to the shabby strip between 
Grand Army Plaza and At-
lantic Avenue.
 “We want to make [Flat-
bush Avenue] look more 
‘small-town main street,’” 
said Sharon Davidson, the 
vice president of the BID, 
which hired W Architecture 
and Landscape Architecture 
on March 9 with a $25,000 

grant from the city.
 “We want to put in more 
seating areas, green spaces, 
trees and plazas.”

 The problems with Flat-
bush Avenue are legion: not 
only is it the borough’s main 
roadway to Manhattan, but 

its narrow sidewalks, gritty 
stores, subway vents and awk-
ward, angled intersections 
have foiled urban planners 
for decades.
 Barbara Wilks, the firm’s 
head architect, said it’s too 
early to know what the fix 
will be, but the firm will sub-
mit its proposals later this 
year.
 In the meantime, business 
owners are cautiously opti-
mistic.
 “It can’t hurt,” said Mar-
tin Gobbee, who is the man-
ager at Franny’s, a pizzeria 
between St. Marks and Pros-
pect places. “It’s sad to see 
all the storefronts shuttered 
up, and I think something like 
this would definitely help.”

The North Flatbush BID wants to fix the gritty 
street by improving areas like this under-used pla-
za at Eighth Avenue and St. Johns Place.

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 It could be a sweet end-
ing to a sour story.
 The pastry chef behind 
the Sweet Melissa Patis-
serie mini-chain is consid-
ering opening in the Henry 
Street storefront where Busy 
Chef Dan Kaufman allegedly 
swindled $25,000 from pa-
trons’ credit cards, the Brook-
lyn Heights Blog reported on 
Monday.
 Melissa Murphy, who al-
ready runs two popular shops 

on Seventh Avenue in Park 
Slope and Court Street in Car-
roll Gardens, told The Brook-
lyn Paper that she has always 
wanted to open in Brook-
lyn Heights — even though 
the storefront has a bad his-
tory.
 “I love that spot, I love 
Brooklyn Heights, and I think 
that Brooklyn Heights would 
be receptive to us,” said Mur-
phy, a regular Brooklyn Pa-
per contributor.
 Murphy, who is still ne-
gotiating the lease with for-

Sweet Melissa considers former Busy Chef location

PARK SLOPE

BROOKLYN HEIGHTS

Melissa Murphy is looking 
to bring her sweet treats 
to Brooklyn Heights.

mer Busy Chef partner Alan 
Young, said she might take 
over the adjoining storefronts 
at the corner of Cranberry 
Street that once housed the 
high-end pizzeria Oven and 
the ice cream shop Blue 
Pig. 
 The details have not yet 
been finalized, but it is pos-
sible that the shop — which 
would be made-over in a 
Sweet Melissa farmhouse 
style and could boast a side-
walk café — might open as 
early as June.

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 If a job sounds too good to be true 
— it probably is, according to cops at 
Williamsburg’s 90th Precinct.
 Several North Brooklynites have been 
the repeat victims of an online scam 
that preys on people who are looking 
for a dream job as a “paid shopper,” 
said the precinct’s crime prevention of-
ficer, Thomas Brown.
 The scheme starts with a Craigslist 
post offering jobs whose main require-

ment is that workers shop ’til they drop 
— with the promise that all the pur-
chases will be reimbursed.
 Of course, what actually happens is 
a bit different.
 The victims shell out hard cash for 
household appliances and clothing — 
and then are compensated with a check 
that is actually larger than the amount 
they spent.
 The victim — who doesn’t know 
he’s a victim yet — is then instructed 
to deposit the check and wire the ex-

cess cash back to the company.
 Of course, when the check bounces, the 
victim is not only out whatever amount he 
sent to the company, but he’s also hold-
ing the bag on the bounced check fee!
 “If one person gets hooked, these 
guys make their money,” said Brown, 
who claimed that the scam appears on 
Craigslist once or twice per month. 
 One recent Division Avenue resident 
lost $3,486 to the scam artists between 
Feb. 21 and March 23, police reports 
indicate.

WILLIAMSBURG

Seniors Helping Seniors
Reliable, compassionate seniors to help you maintain 

your independence in your home

347-689-8589

At a price you can afford

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 The Brooklyn Public Li-
brary is closing the book on 
Bay Ridge readers, shutter-
ing the neighborhood’s sec-
ond branch library for reno-
vations even before repairs to 
the first one are finished.
 Even though the Fort Ham-
ilton branch at the corner of 
Fourth Avenue and 95th 
Street has been closed for re-
hab since last spring, library 
officials revealed that they 
will also shut the Bay Ridge 
branch at the corner of 73rd 
Street and Ridge Boulevard 
for three and a half weeks of 
repairs — leaving the neigh-
borhood’s literati without a 
place to score free books.
 The Bay Ridge branch will 
be closed from April 17 until 
May 11 while workers replace 
the existing self-check-out 
machines with new models, 
remove a second-floor circu-
lation desk, and install a new 
first-floor checkout desk and 
book return slots.
 “These changes will al-
low us to fully implement 
Brooklyn Public Library’s 

Two libraries will be shuttered for repairs

BAY RIDGE

new model for public ser-
vice at Bay Ridge which al-
lows patrons to borrow and 
return books without staff in-
tervention, and for staff to 
work more closely with pa-
trons,” said library spokes-
woman Malika Granville.

 The Brooklyn Public Li-
brary decided to overlap the 
$100,000 renovation of the 
Bay Ridge branch and the 
$3.6-million rehab of the Fort 
Hamilton branch — a project 
complicated by the discov-
ery last month that termites 

had devoured structural sup-
ports in the 104-year-old li-
brary — in order to take ad-
vantage of state dollars, she 
added.
 “While we know it is not 
ideal to close Bay Ridge while 
Fort Hamilton is also closed 
for renovation, we wanted to 
take the opportunity to spend 
New York State capital funds 
for this project before those 
funds expire at the end of this 
fiscal year,” said Granville, 
who urged neighborhood 
readers to turn to branches 
in Borough Park, Sunset Park, 
and Dyker Heights until the 
work is completed. 
 Councilman Vincent Gen-
tile (D–Bay Ridge) — chair of 
the Council’s Libraries Com-
mittee — said that if Bay Ridge 
readers can get through the clo-
sures, they’ll be pleased with 
the conclusion.
 “It’s a major inconvenience 
for two neighborhood library 
branches to be closed at the 
same time — the upside, 
though, is that the Bay Ridge 
Library will [be better] at the 
end of this project, which is a 
win for our community in the 
long run,” he said.
 While the Bay Ridge 
branch is closed, a bookmo-
bile will park in front of the 
library on Tuesdays, from 1 
to 6 pm, and on Thursdays, 
from 11 am to 4 pm.

The Bay Ridge branch will close for one month, 
even though renovations have shuttered the 
neighborhood’s other branch.
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84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–DUMBO 
Boerum Hill–Downtown
 A perp tricked a man into 
looking down while he pulled 
out a gun on Pierrepont Street 
on March 16.
 The 38-year-old victim 
told cops that he was on the 
block between Clinton Street 
and Cadman Plaza West at 
around 5:40 pm when a man 
yelled out, “Hey, you dropped 
something.”
 The victim looked down 
and found nothing. But when 
he returned to an erect po-
sition, he discovered a gun 
pointed right at him.
 “Give me the money,” the 
thief said.
 The man handed over 
$460.

Shabbos mug
 A teenager walking home 
from synagogue on March 6 
was mugged by six men.
 The victim, 13, told cops 
that he was near the corner of 
Remsen and Clinton streets in 
Brooklyn Heights at around 5 
pm when a posse of six rolled 
up.
 One of the thugs said, 
“Give me your wallet or I’ll 
beat you up.”
 The teen complied, turn-
ing over $20.

Court mug
 Five thugs — all young 
teens — surrounded a 12-year-
old on Court Street on Feb. 
28, demanding money.
 Police said that the gang of 
three boys and two girls sur-
rounded its victim at around 
3 pm.
 The boy handed over $10 
and the gang fled from the 
corner of State Street.
 — Gersh Kuntzman

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Sickening steal
 A burglar stole $2,800 in 
rent money from a 10th Street 
resident in a March 16 break-
in that sent the victim to the 
hospital.
 The unfortunate owner re-
turned to her house, which is 
between Fourth and Fifth ave-
nues, at 10:50 am and noticed 
that the money had been sto-
len from a living room table.
 Later, when police tried 
to interview her, the 18-year 
old victim became so over-
come by the emotional trauma 
that she fainted and had to be 
taken to nearby New York 
Methodist Hospital.

Rash of thefts
 Park Slope laptops were 
in high demand last week:
 • Someone walked into 
a Garfield Place house and 
stole $1,400 worth of stuff 
while the family was out to 
lunch on March 13. The res-
idents returned to the house, 
which is between Fifth and 
Sixth avenues, at 2:15 pm to 
find a digital camera, a lap-
top, and a gold ring missing.
 • Someone smashed 
through the front door of a 
Ninth Street apartment on 
March 18 and stole a laptop 
and an antique gold watch. 
The owner returned to his 
apartment, which is between 
Eighth Avenue and Prospect 
Park West, at 8 pm to find the 
valuables gone.
 • A crook broke into a 
President Street house on 
March 19 and stole a laptop. 
The owner noticed that the 
computer was missing, along 
with its carrying case and an 
extra set of batteries, when she 
returned to her house at 8:35 
pm. Police believe the bur-
glar entered the house, which 
is between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues, by breaking through 
the rear storage door.
 — Evan Gardner

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens 

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Camera men
 Wily crooks burglarized a 
West Ninth Street apartment 
overnight on March 16. 

 The 34-year-old resident 
of the duplex between Smith 
and Court streets said he was 
not home from noon until 3:30 
am the following morning. 
 Thieves stole a Pentax cam-
era, wristwatch and credit 
card. 

Quick pick
 Burglars struck a President 
Street apartment on March 12 
while the woman who lives 
there was gone for just over 
an hour.
 The victim, 35, told po-
lice she left her apartment, 
between Clinton and Court 
streets, at 5:30 pm for an hour 
and a half. When she came 
home, she said her laptop, 
iPod, digital camera, gold 
necklaces, rings and dia-
mond earrings were gone. 
 — Mike McLaughlin

90TH PRECINCT
Williamsburg–Bushwick

Bust ’burg burg
 Cops nabbed a bumbling 
burglar whose attempted break-
in was broken up her would-
be victim on March 19.
 The crook got into the Cly-
mer Street apartment after mid-
night and was in the act of pil-
fering the apartment when the 
45-year-old resident returned 
home at around 3:20 am.
 When the thief encountered 
the resident, she dropped all 
of the victim’s valuables and 
dashed out of the apartment, 
which is between Bedford and 
Lee avenues.
 But police canvassed the 
neighborhood and locked up a 
41-year-old woman suspected 
of committing the crime.

PSP perps
 A gang of hoodlums 
smashed a bottle over a 
17-year-old’s head in a bru-
tal March 16 mugging for a 
Playstation device.
 The thugs attacked the teen 

as he played the mobile video 
game machine in front of his 
South Third Street home at 
around 9:30 pm, hitting him 
with the bottle and punching 
him in the face.
 The assault left the teen cut 
and bruised, and the thieves 
fled from the block, which is 
between Bedford and Driggs 
avenues, with the game de-
vice. — Ben Muessig

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Williamsburg

Art attack
 A graffiti artist left his mark 
on Williamsburg wall — and 
on a North Brooklynite’s head 
— when a neighborhood do-
gooder tried to prevent the 
vandal from scrawling his 
tag on March 16.
 The victim attempted to 
stop the perp from painting 
at the corner Berry and North 
10th streets at around 12:30 
am, so the graffiti writer 
slugged the victim in the head 
with a can of paint, leaving the 
Good Samaritan with a lac-
eration across his forehead.

Paper hate
 A student at a Bedford 
Avenue high school proved 
true the adage that the “pen 
is mightier than the sword” 
when he stabbed a classmate 
in the head with one of the 
ink-filled writing utensils on 
March 18.
 Cops locked up a 17-year-
old suspected of jabbing a 
victim in the head with a dis-
posable pen at around 10:50 
am at Automotive HS, which 
is between North 12th and 
Lorimer streets.
 — Ben Muessig

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Mugger mugged
 Police arrested a 46-year-
old man after an early morn-

ing mugging on Fulton Street 
on March 19.
 According to the victim, 
34, the suspect asked him 
for some change at 6:15 am. 
The victim — perhaps taunt-
ing the panhandler or per-
haps teaching him the value 
of a dollar — held out a $10 
bill and said, “This is work 
money,” implying that he had 
earned it from the sweat of 
his brow.  
 Seeing green, the moocher 
grabbed the cash. The younger 
man demanded it back, but 
the thief brandished a crow-
bar and said, “If you don’t 
leave, I’m going to hit you 
with this.” The victim called 
911 from a nearby phone, and 
an officer was able to track 
the culprit to an apartment 
on Downing Street, where 
he arrested the suspect. 

Need not apply
 An industrious burglar 
claimed he was merely “look-
ing for work” he encountered 
a startled resident inside her 
Clermont Avenue home on 
March 18. 
 The man fled after the 
31-year-old woman blocked 
him on the stairway leading 
up from the basement of the 
house, which is between Wil-
loughby and DeKalb avenues, 
at 2:40 pm. She followed him 
down to the cellar and saw 
that the burglar had damaged 
the door, but apparently had 
not stolen anything. 
 — Mike McLaughlin

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge

Brutal mug
 A group of men and women 
beat and robbed a 43-year-
old man on Fifth Avenue on 
March 17.
 The 43-year-old victim told 
cops that he was at the cor-
ner of 85th Street at around 
2:15 pm when the suspects 
walked up, grabbed him from 
behind and began punching 
and kicking him.
 The victim fell to the 
ground, and the thugs grabbed 
$60 from his front pocket be-
fore fleeing toward Fourth 
Avenue.  — Emily Lavin

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

Home Energy Solutions

where your home is wasting 
energy and where you are 
losing money.

Financial incentives of 10% 
cash back or low-interest 
financing are available.

1-877-NY-SMART
www.GetEnergySmart.org/9117HP2

yourReduce
%40by up to

energy use

www.prospectparkresidence.com

We wish you and your family 
a happy and healthy Pesach!

To learn more about how Prospect 
Park Residence can meet your 
family’s needs please call or visit our 
website today. Quality Senior Living

Happy Passover
From Prospect Park Residence
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 Alyssa Milano sure knows how to titillate 
male readers.
 Not only will the TV vixen — famous for her 
bust-out roles in “Who’s the Boss” and “Charmed” 
— read from her new book in Bay Ridge on 

March 30, but the ac-
tress’s tome is about her 
love of baseball.
 Milano, who runs a 
popular blog about the 
national pastime and 
has been romantically 
linked to hurlers Barry 
Zito, Brad Penny and 
Carl Pavano, will share 

passages from “Safe at Home: Confessions of 
a Baseball Fanatic,” which details her lifelong 
love affair with the game (and its players!).
 “Baseball is a mirror to my life, experiences, 
and memories, dating back to my childhood,” 
said the Hollywood star and diehard Dodgers 
fan on her Major League Baseball blog. “The 
result is part memoir and part philosophical 
love letter to the sport that found me when I 
needed it most.”
 Fittingly enough for Milano — who was born 
in Brooklyn, but left the borough of Kings — 
the introduction to her book is penned by an-
other Brooklyn ex-pat: former Yankees man-
ger and current Dodgers honcho Joe Torre.
 Alyssa Milano will read from “Safe at 
Home” at the BookMark Shoppe [8415 Third 
Ave., between 84th and 85th streets in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 833-5115] on March 30 at 7 pm.

— Ben Muessig

 It’s going to be a night of a hundred billion 
stars!
 On April 4, Yuri’s Night, a global space 
travel blowout, will turn the Galapagos Art 
Space in DUMBO into a Galapagos Space Cen-
ter in celebration of man’s first foray into the 
cosmos 48 years ago.
 “It’ll have a really 
spacey feel with good 
music and lots of danc-
ing!” said Liz Kennick, 
a Boerum Hill resident 
who runs the Brooklyn 
chapter of the Space 
Tourism Society, a Cali-
fornia-based group ded-
icated to furthering the 
idea of recreational spaceflight.
 The celebration, which honors Soviet cosmo-
naut Yuri Gagarin’s 1961 flight, and the Space 
Shuttle’s maiden voyage exactly 20 years later, 
is part of a global weeklong party in 35 coun-
tries on six continents, and will include live 
DJs, a futuristic light show, a costume contest, 
freeze-dried astronaut food, a space trivia con-
test, a play about the man who discovered dark 
matter, and, best of all, light saber duels.
 Yuri’s Night 2009 will be on April 4 at 8 
pm at Galapagos Art Space [16 Main St., be-
tween Plymouth and Water streets in DUM-
BO, (718) 222-8500]. Tickets are $16 online, 
$25 at the door. — Evan Gardner

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

ing Pong has bounced back.
      Table tennis is finally out of your 
parents’ suburban basement and en-

tering a golden — and urban — age with 
mini-courts popping up in bars, restau-
rants and even retail shops.
 “It’s become Ping Pong world,” said 
Frankie Violante, the owner of Ocean’s 
8, a longtime hangout with table tennis, 
air hockey and pool tables on Flatbush 
Avenue in Park Slope.
 He said popularity spiked over the last 
two years when he started selling booze, 
a lubricant that somehow complements 
many of the nation’s most popular recre-
ational activities. 
 The suburban sport of kings is literally 
becoming the sport of Kings County.
 Perhaps not since the heady days of 
“Ping Pong” diplomacy in 1971 between 
President Nixon and Chairman Mao of 
Red China has the sport had such a pres-
ence in the public consciousness.
 “Oh yes, it’s getting more popular,” said 
Nison Aronov who played 35 years of pro-
fessional ball on table tennis courts in the 

frozen tundra of the former Soviet Union. 
He’s seen explosive growth since he opened 
the Brooklyn Table Tennis Club on Coney 
Island Avenue, a mecca for skilled com-
batants, six years ago.
 Aronov has room for players of any 
skill level, he said. 
 In DUMBO, the Water Street Bar and 
Grill recently began setting up a court for 
pickup matches after the kitchen closes.
 And late night paddlers have started 
crawling out of the woodwork. 
 “We get a lot of people from the the-
ater [St. Ann’s Warehouse] and the River 

Café,” said Nina Guardione, a waitress. 
 The action has been sizzling for about 
three months. 
 “We get regulars now,” Guardione 
said. 

 The passion culminated in a recent 
grudge match between the Water Street 
staff and its counterparts at the River Café. 
The Water Street gang allegedly won (and 

Table tennis is big action 
all over a big borough

 The hills of Brooklyn will be alive with the 
sound of music — jazz music — throughout 
April.
 The 10th annual Central Brooklyn Jazz Festi-
val returns this year with such syncopation lumi-

naries as Dave Valentin, 
Melba Moore, Houston 
Person, and world-re-
nowned drummer Roy 
Haynes (pictured).
 “This year’s festi-
val offering will be a 
knockout!” said the al-
ways understated festi-

val chairman, Jitu Weusi.
 Started in 1999 as a week-long event, the 
now-month-long festival honors Brooklyn’s key 
role in the development of a music form that 
is arguably America’s greatest contribution to 
human creativity.
 The festival is spread across Bed-Stuy and 
Clinton Hill, featuring nightly events in churches, 
restaurants, libraries and auditoria.
 The music fest will also include lectures, 
poetry readings, and art shows, as well as an 
induction ceremony in the Brooklyn Jazz Hall 
of Fame at the Brooklyn Historical Society.
 The Central Brooklyn Jazz Festival, April 
1-30. Tickets are free–$40, depending on the 
show. For info, call (718) 467-1527 or visit www.
cbjcjazz.org.  — Evan Gardner

 
 Brooklyn Table Tennis Club [1100 
Coney Island Ave., between Glenwood 
Road and Avenue H, (718) 421-2200]; 
Mikey’s Hook Up [70 Front St., be-
tween Washington and Main streets, 
(718) 596-1312]  and [88 N. Sixth St. 
between Wythe Avenue and Berry 
Street, (718) 599-8906]; Ocean’s 8 [308 
Flatbush Ave., at Park Place, (718) 857-
5555]; Royale [506 Fifth Ave., between 
12th and 13th streets, (718) 840-0089]; 
Water Street Bar and Restaurant [66 
Water St., between Main and Dock 
streets, (718) 625-9352].

4408 5th Ave. (bet. 44th & 45th Sts.) (718) 438-2009

Private dining room for parties

Dominican Cuisine

Broiled Fish Filet 
Stuffed w/ Crabmeat
served with broccoli fl orets, 
carrots, and mashed potatoes
$15.95

ALWAYS EXTRA TO TAKE HOME
...the portions are so large

SUNSET BEER DISTRIBUTORS

KEGS BEER SODA BOTTLED WATER ICE

969 Third Avenue
(at 37 St., across from Costco)

SUNSET PARK
718-788-8000

www.SunsetBeer.com
Open Mon-Sat / We Deliver

You’re gonna need 
a bigger car.
200 varieties  
of beer in stock

FRESH

Happy Passover

VISIT OUR EXPANDED

PASSOVER
SECTION

We have (or will get you)

everything you need for
your Seder Table.

“We’re not just Matzo”

Pick Quick Key Food
5th Avenue/Corner Baltic St.

* Plenty of Free Parking *

Announces its new location
at 476 Myrtle Avenue

between Washington Ave. & Hall St.

We will be open as of Saturday, Jan 17

Dr. Pamella Dendtler
Dr. Monica Johnson

CLINIC HOURS:

Closed Sun

Watch for our

 
with special 
promotions
and giveaways
in March
2009

Custom Framing
Ready-Made Frames
Posters & Prints
Friendly Service

374 7th Avenue
(bet. 11th & 12th Sts)

718-832-0655

By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

he Brooklyn Paper has caught 
March Madness — and given 
the resurgence of Ping Pong, 

there was only one cure: An 
NCAA-style, bracket-enabled, 
three-round grudge match.
 In this corner, The Brooklyn 
Paper’s under-rated table tennis 
team of Mike “Paddles” McLaugh-
lin, “Kosher” Gersh Kuntzman, 

Vince “Illegal Serve” DiMiceli 
and Ben “Nails” Muessig.
 Opposing us was a rag-tag band 
that included Mike Weiss and Tim 
Cunnane of Mikey’s Hook Up, 
Sarah “The Big Blogger” Portlock, 
and Eric Demby of the Brown-
stoner Flea, a crafts market (ev-
ery weekend in DUMBO!).
 The favorite? Weiss, of course. 
He not only plays the game on 
specially installed tables at both 
his DUMBO and Williamsburg 

stores, but his brother played ta-
ble tennis in the Junior Jewish 
Olympics.

 Weiss vs. McLaughlin: Alas, 
McLaughlin, whose prior experi-
ence at Ping Pong consisted solely 
of some semi-pro ball in his native 
Mohegan Lake, was the sacrifi-
cial lamb, falling to Weiss 11–1.
 Demby vs. Muessig: The 
Brooklyn Paper’s junior reporter 
fell to Demby, who obviously 
learned spin during his time as a 
speechwriter for Borough Presi-
dent Markowitz.  
 DiMiceli vs. Kuntzman: 
Brooklyn Paper Señor Editor 

DiMiceli was no match for Kuntz-
man, who also competed at the Ju-
nior Jewish Olympics (albeit as a 
circumcision verifier). Kuntzman 
graciously allowed DiMiceli to 
use an illegal serve, then trounced 
him 11–2.
 Cunnane vs. Portlock: De-
spite her 1970s-style World B. 
Free headband, superblogger 
Portlock folded like a cheap 
camping tent, losing 11–3.

 Weiss vs. Kuntzman: This 
was a bit of a grudge match, and 
the PC-loving Kuntzman jumped 
out to an early lead over Mac-man 
Weiss. But Kuntzman collapsed 

in a blizzard of Weiss backspin, 
falling 11–4.
 Cunnane vs. Demby: In the 
closest-fought match of the day, 
Cunnane bested Demby, 11–4, on 
a bad unforced error by the Flea 
man.

 Weiss vs. Cunnane: Perhaps 
it was to be expected — that The 
Brooklyn Paper’s March Madness 
Classic would come down to 
two men who spend half their 
workday playing ping-pong. The 
game was close, of course, but 
Weiss won it on a backhand smash 
that was good enough to be in a 
Senior Jewish Olympics!

Ball buster: Tanairi Clavijo takes part in the latest sports craze, Ping Pong at 
Ocean’s 8 in Park Slope.
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1. Mike Weiss

Weiss, 11–1

Weiss, 11–4

Weiss, 11–4

Cunnane, 11–4

Cunnane, 11–3

Kuntzman, 11–2 Demby, 11–2

8. Mike McLaughlin

6. Gersh Kuntzman

3. Vince DiMiceli

2. Tim Cunnane

7. Sarah Portlock

5. Ben Muessig

4. Eric Demby

CHAMPION!

DUMBO
March 26, 2009

Watch all the action in  
our exclusive podcast at  

www.BrooklynPaper.com.

Mike Weiss won the final. The Paper didn’t make it.
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PING PONG CLASSIC

See PING PONG on page 7
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SAT, MARCH 28

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
BIRDWATCHING: Free. Noon. Pros-

pect Park Audubon Center [Enter 
park at Lincoln Road and Ocean 
Avenue in Prospect Park, (718) 
287-3400], www.prospectpark.org/
audubon. 

DISCOVERY TOUR: Meet birds and 
other wildlife, guided by a naturalist. 
Free. 3 pm. Prospect Park Audubon 
Center (see venue info above).

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “BUS STOP”: The Gallery 

Players present this William Inge 
classic. $18 ($14 for seniors). 2 and 
8 pm. Gallery Players [199 14th St., 
between Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in Park Slope, (212) 352-3101], gal-
leryplayers.com. 

SATURDAY JAZZ SERIES: Hosted by 
Calley Bliss. Free. 3 pm. Spike Hill 
Tavern [184 Bedford Ave. at North 
Seventh Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
218-9737], www.spikehill.com. 

BELLA VOCE SINGERS: Women’s 
choir presents work by American 
composers. Free. 3 pm. Good Shep-
herd Lutheran Church [7420 Fourth 
Ave. at Bay Ridge Parkway in Bay 
Ridge], www.bellavocesingers.com.

STREB DANCE TROUPE: Elizabeth 
Streb’s high-flying dancer present 
“Catapult.” $20 ($10 kids). 3 pm and 
7 pm. Streb Lab for Action Mechan-
ics [51 N. First St. between Wythe 
and Kent avenues in Williamsburg, 
(718) 384-6491], www.streb.org. 

MUSIC, “ORPHEUS AND EURYDICE”: 
Brooklyn Repertory Opera presents 
Gluck’s opera. $20 ($10 students 
and seniors). 3:30 pm. Brooklyn Ly-
ceum [227 Fourth Ave. at President 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 857-4816], 
www.bropera.org/orpheus. 

THEATER, “IN LOVE WITH MOM”: 
Play by Lola Cooper. $20. 7 pm. Ja-
lopy [315 Columbia St. at Woodhull 
Street in Columbia Street Water-
front, (718) 395-3214], www.jalopy.
biz. 

THEATER, “LA DIDONE”: Cavalli’s Ba-

children and seniors). 8 pm. Gow-
anus Arts Building [295 Douglass 
St. between Third and Fourth aves. 
in Gowanus, (718) 408-3234], www.
spokethehub.org. 

THEATER, “PENNY DREADFUL”: Part 
12 of the adventure serial. $15. 11 
pm. Brick Theater [575 Metropolitan 
Ave. at Lorimer Street in Williams-
burg, (718) 907-6189], www.brick-
theater.com. 

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
TOUR BUSHWICK: Sponsored by the 

Center for the Urban Environment. 
$13 ($8 students and seniors). 1-3:30 
pm. Meet at Graham and Metro-
politan avenues, (718) 788-8500 ext. 
217, www.thecue.org. 

SALES AND MARKETS
WINTER ANTIQUES MARKET: Free. 

11 am-6 pm. [76 Front St. at Wash-
ington Street in DUMBO], www.
brooklynflea.com. 

OTHER
BUSINESS CONFERENCE: Learn 

about franchising, building your 
business, networking and preparing 
for the job market. Free. 9 am-5 pm. 
Brooklyn Marriott [333 Adams St. 
in Downtown Brooklyn, (718) 722-
9217], www.mynacc.org. 

NEW FEMINIST ART SCHOLARSHIP: 
Symposium, including address by 
critic Carey Lovelace. 10 am-5 pm. 
Brooklyn Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 638-5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

TALK, “PARENTING BEYOND BE
LIEF”: Dale McGowan leads work-
shop on raising children without 
religion. $40 ($60 for couples). 1 pm. 
Brooklyn Society for Ethical Culture 
[53 Prospect Park West at Second 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 768-2972], 
www.bsec.org. 

FILM, “THE NAKED CIVIL SERVANT”: 
1975 film based on Quentin Crisp’s 
autobiography. Free. 1:15 pm. Tabla 
Rasa Gallery [224 48th St. between 
Second and Third avenues in Sunset 
Park, (718) 833-9100], www.tablaras-
agallery.com. 

FILM, “THE MACKINTOSH MAN”: It’s 
got Paul Newman! $11. 2 pm, 6:50 
pm. Brooklyn Academy of Music [30 
Lafayette Ave. near St. Felix Street in 
Fort Greene, (718) 636-4100], www.
bam.org. 

READING, PAUL BACON: Author 
of “Bad Cop.” Free. 2 and 8 pm. 
Barnes & Noble Park Slope [267 
Seventh Ave. at Fifth Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 832-9066]. 

FILM, “LARS AND THE REAL GIRL”: 
2007 film starring Ryan Gosling. Free. 
3:15 pm. Tabla Rasa Gallery [224 48th 
St. between Second and Third av-
enues in Sunset Park, (718) 833-9100], 
www.tablarasagallery.com. 

READING, SARAH VOWELL: Author 
of “The Wordy Shipmates.” Free. 4 
pm. Brooklyn Public Library’s Cen-
tral branch [Grand Army Plaza at 
Eastern Parkway in Park Slope, (718) 
230-2100]. 

FILM, “THE COLOR OF MONEY”: It’s 
got Paul Newman (and Tom Cruise)! 
$11. 4:30 pm, 9:15 pm. Brooklyn 

theater. $7. 8 pm. St. John’s Epis-
copal Church [9818 Fort Hamilton 
Pkwy. at Marine Avenue in Bay 
Ridge], www.brooklynone.org. 

CLASSICAL CONCERT: Works by 
Bach, Copland and Brahms. $35 
($20 students). 8 pm. Bargemusic 
[Fulton Ferry Landing, Old Fulton 
Street at the East River in DUMBO, 
(718) 624-2083], www.bargemu-
sic.org. 

MUSIC, PRISCILLA HERDMAN: $30 
($25 in advance). 8 pm. First Unitar-
ian Church [Pierrepont St. between 
Clinton Street and Monroe Place in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 288-5994], 
www.firstacoustics.org. 

PERCUSSION CONCERT: Brooklyn-
based percussion quartet. $15 
($10 students and seniors). 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Conservatory of Music [58 
Seventh Ave. between St. Johns and 
Lincoln places in Park Slope, (718) 
622-3300], www.bqcm.org. 

DANCE, SPOKE THE HUB: Collection 
of new dance and music. $15 ($5 

roque opera, staged by the Wooster 
Group. $47.50-$62.50. 8 pm. St. 
Ann’s Warehouse [38 Water St. at 
Dock Street in DUMBO, (718) 254-
8779], www.stannswarehouse.org. 

24:7”: A multi-
media exploration of today’s hyper-
caffeinated media world. $10-$18. 8 
pm. Brick Theater [575 Metropolitan 
Ave. at Lorimer Street in Williams-
burg, (718) 907-6189], www.boneor-
chard.org. 

THEATER, “THE PRODUCERS”: The 
Mel Brooks classic. $25. 8 pm. Rich-
ard Perry Theater at Poly Prep Coun-
try Day School [9216 Seventh Ave. at 
92nd Street in Bay Ridge, (718) 775-
9090], jeffsamaha.com. 

DANCE, “DARLING”: Sam Kim’s work-
in-progress takes horror films as 
inspiration. $15. 8 pm. Brooklyn Arts 
Exchange [421 Fifth Ave. at Eighth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 832-0018], 
www.bax.org. 

THEATER, “THE HEAVENS OF HELL”: 
New comedy by BrooklynONE-

WHERE TO
SUNDAY
March 29

Paul’s gospel
Everyone remem-
bers the scene with 
the raw eggs, but 
did you ever think of 
“Cool Hand Luke” as 
one of the great 
Christ references in 
American pop cul-
ture? As part of the 
Brooklyn Academy 
of Music’s ongoing 
tribute to the late 
great (and Jewish) 
Paul Newman, watch 
as Luke Jackson lives 
out the passion of 
the Christ decades 
before Mel Gibson 
took it literally.

3, 6 and 9 pm. BAM [30 
Lafayette Ave. neat St. 
Felix Street in Fort Greene, 
(718) 636-4100]. $11.

MONDAY
March 30

Alyssa on 1st
Charming “Charmed” 
star and sexy base-
ball groupie Alyssa 
Milano will read from 
her new book, “Safe 
at Home: Confes-
sions of a Baseball 
Fanatic.” The Brook-
lyn-born television 
actress, who also 
starred in the classic 
1980s sitcom, “Who’s 
the Boss?” is a long-
time baseball fan and 
sex symbol. We know 
— where was she 
when you were get-
ting married, right?

7 pm. Alyssa Milano at 
BookMark Shoppe [8415 
Third Avenue at 84th 
Street in Bay Ridge, (718) 
833-5115]. Free.

THURSDAY
April 2

Olga in 
bloom
Olga Bloom, founder 
of Bargemusic, 
Brooklyn’s favorite 
waterborne concert 
venue, celebrates 
her 90th birthday in 
globetrotting style 
with serenades from 
the Shanghai String 
Quartet and St. 
Petersburg String 
Quartet, as well as 
several other acts 
and a special perfor-
mance by the birth-
day girl herself.

6 pm. Olga Bloom birth-
day celebration. Barge-
music [Fulton Ferry Landing, 
Old Fulton Street at the 
East River in DUMBO, 
(718) 624-2083]. $90.

FRIDAY
April 3

Monster 
mash
Do you love Japanese 
B-movie monsters 
(and who doesn’t?)? 
Then head to Warsaw 
in Williamsburg for 
Kaiju Big Battel, a 
mock fight between 
towering, city-crush-
ing Nipponese neme-
ses. These stage trav-
elling multi-media 
kitsch-fests feature 
costumed monsters, 
referees, an MC, and 
an “urban renewal 
expert” who rebuilds 
the cityscape after 
each encounter.

8 pm. Kaiju Big Battel. 
Warsaw [261 Driggs Ave. 
at Eckford Street in 
Williamsburg, (718)  387-
0505]. $20.

SATURDAY
April 4

Bring in  
da Norse 
Here she comes, Miss 
Norway of Greater 
New York! Straight 
from the land of 
Vikings, fjords, and 
herring, this beauty 
contest brings you 
the finest ladies that 
the Nordic New York-
area community has 
to offer. Festivities 
will also include the 
anointing of Miss 
Norwegian Heritage 
and Little Miss Nor-
way, as well a raffle 
and live accordion 
music.

2 pm. Miss Norway of 
Greater New York 2009. 
Norwegian Christian 
Home [1250 67th St. 
between 12th and 13th 
avenues in Dyker Heights, 
(917) 656-1552]. $30.

EDITORS’ PICKS

See 9 DAYS on page 8

SUN, MARCH 29
 Session for 

restaurateurs on how to comply 
with tricky state liquor laws. Free. 
9:30 am. Brooklyn Borough Hall 
[209 Joralemon St., between Court 
and Adams streets in Downtown 
Brooklyn, (518) 486-4701]. 

MON, MARCH 30

 5 pm. 
Brooklyn Borough Hall [209 
Joralemon St., between Court and 
Adams streets in Downtown 
Brooklyn, (718) 802-3856].

 
Monthly meeting. 7:30 pm. Pros-
pect Park Y [357 Ninth St., between 
Fifth and Sixth avenues in Park 

Slope, (718) 789-8170]. 

TUES, MARCH 31
 Economic 

Development and Job Creation 
Committee. Monthly meeting. 6 
pm. Long Island University [1 Uni-
versity Place (corner of Flatbush and 
DeKalb avenues) in Fort Greene, 
(718) 596-5410]. 

 
VIP night. Hors d’oeuvres, drinks, 
and a screening of “City of Water” 
$50. 7 pm. TRACE [8814 Third Ave., 
between 88th and 89th streets in 
Bay Ridge, (917) 971-0007], www.
srwalliance.org. 

WED, APRIL 1
 Health, 

Environment and Social Services 
Committee. Monthly meeting. 6 
pm. Brooklyn Hospital [121 DeKalb 
Ave. at St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 596-5410]. 

THURS, APRIL 2
 Monthly 

meeting. New York Methodist 
Hospital [506 Sixth St. between 
Seventh and Eighth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 832-8227]. 

SAT, APRIL 4
 Reps. Ed 

Towns and Yvette Clarke speak 
about the stimulus package. 9:30 
am-2:30 pm. Brooklyn Academy of 
Music [30 Lafayette Ave. at Ashland 
Place in Fort Greene, (202) 225-
5936], www.house.gov/towns.
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Celebrate Easter
with us at

MARCO POLO
  Ristorante  

Insalata Organica
Organic salad with balsalmic vinaigrette  

& extra virgin olive oil

Mozzarella Fresca
Fresh mozzarella with pepper & tomatoes

Cocktail di Gamberi
Chilled shrimp cocktail  

Additional $4.95

Escarole & Beans Soup

Lobster Bisque
Lobster with a touch of cream and brandy

 Penne al Pomodoro e Basilico
Penne with fresh tomato & basil

Napoleon Di Verdura Grigliate
Grilled vegetables

Traditional Hot Antipasto
Shrimp, baked clams, stuffed mushrooms,  

mozzarella in Carozza & eggplant rollatini

Portobello con Polenta
Portobello mushrooms sauteed  

& served with polenta

Capelli d’ Angelo e Gamberi
Angel hair with shrimp & asparagus in pink sauce

Risotto con Salmone Affumicato
Risotto with smoked salmon

Lasagna Vegetariana
Vegetable lasagna

Agnello Pasqualina
Spring baby lamb, seasoned with rosemary & 

herbs, served with red bliss potatoes

Salmone All’Erbe
Salmon topped with breadcrumbs & herbs

Filet Sole BonFemme
Filet of sole sautéed in a lemon  

& white wine sauce

Petto di Pollo Principessa
Chicken breast sauteed & topped with aspara-

gus, mozzarella & tomato

Vitello Marsala
Veal scaloppini topped with mushrooms in a 

marsala sauce.

Bistecca Alla Griglia
Grilled sirloin steak ... Additional $5.95

Pastiera di Grano
Traditional grain pastry

Italian Cannoli
Semifreddo di Pesca

Chilled peach sponge cake 

Homemade Italian Cheesecake

Espresso
Additional $1.00

Cappuccino
Additional $1.50

CHOICE OF APPETIZERS

CHOICE OF DESSERTS

Call for Reservations (718) 852-5015
345 Court Street at Union St. in Carroll Gardens

www.MarcoPoloRistorante.com

Featuring $35.95 Prix Fixe Dinner*

CHOICE OF ENTRÉES

COFFEE OR TEA

*Children under 12: $18.95

For more information, email:
culture411@ twotrees-dumbo.com

Subway Directions: 
F  to York St. | A C  to High St. (Cadman Plaza W exit) | 2 3  to Clark St.

5:30 - 8:30pm every fi rst Thursday of the month.

Sponsored 
in part by  TWO TREES

A.I.R. GALLERY 
AMOS ENO GALLERY 
BROOKLYN ARTS COUNCIL
BROOKLYN ART PROJECT
DUMBO ARTS CENTER
FARMANI GALLERY 
GLORIA KENNEDY GALLERY
HENRY GREGG GALLERY
KLOMPCHING GALLERY 
KRIS GRAVES PROJECTS
MELVILLE HOUSE

POCHRON STUDIOS
POWERHOUSE ARENA
RABBITHOLE STUDIO 
RANDALL SCOTT GALLERY
ROBERT WILSON/RW WORK LTD
SAFE-T-GALLERY
SMACK MELLON
SPRING
UMBRAGE GALLERY
VII PHOTO
WATERMILL BROOKLYN GALLERY

PARTICIPATING GALLERIES CHECK INDIVIDUAL GALLERY WEBSITES 
FOR UP-TO-DATE INFO

galapagosartspace 

I N G R E D I E N T S  F O R  A  M E M O R A B L E  S E D E R :
family, friends, tradition, and hope
M U S E U M  F

Seder Plates  |  Matzah Covers  | Elijah and Miriam Cups  | Haggadahs  | Children’s Items
Shop in person, online at www.pickmanmuseumshop, or call 646.437.4213.

M E N T I O N  T H I S  A D  A N D  R E C E I V E  1 0 %  O F F *
* This discount is available for phone and in-person purchases only. May not be combined with other discounts. 

Offer expires on 4/8/09. 

The Pickman
Museum Shop

PHOTOS BY PETER GOLDBERG

36 BATTERY PLACE               WWW.MJHNYC.ORG
EDMOND J. SAFRA PLAZA      646.437.4202

to South Ferry to Broad St1 J M Z

to Bowling Green to Whitehall StW R4 5

By Bus: M1, M6, M9, M15, M20  
Discounted parking available one block north of the Museum.

The Museum is closed Saturdays.  
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 Prospect Park will officially be open for business on 
Saturday, April 4. The day will start with the annual Little League 
parade and a volunteer clean-up before the serious business of 
picnicking and lounging can begin in earnest. Enjoy.

PUBLISHER EMERITUS  Ed Weintrob
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Your husband is ready  
to leave the hospital.

The tubes in his chest  
are coming with him.

Now what? 

AA.com is a mark of American Airlines, Inc. 
oneworld is a mark of the oneworld Alliance, LLC.

Escape to the

Book now on AA.com

is now challenging that other DUMBO 
institution, The Brooklyn Paper, in a win-
ner-take-all duel).
 The competitive spirit overtakes Roy-
ale, a Park Slope saloon, which hosts a 
double-elimination tournament, often 
with a cash prize, for all comers on the 
first Monday every month. 
 “I knew we were getting a following 
when a guy showed up with his own paddle 
— in a case,” said James Bradley, a bar-
tender who often oversees the games. 
 The table is often available for ca-
sual play, when there are no live shows 
in the bar, several other nights a week, 
“strictly for the love of the game,” said 
Bradley. 
 That love has sparked on ongoing 
schism within the Ping Pong commu-
nity over whether game should even be 
called “Ping Pong.” Some people, like 
Violante at Ocean’s 8, say that only “ta-
ble tennis” is acceptable.  
 “I have no feeling about it whatsoever,” 
said Mikey Weiss, an ardent player who 
owns Mikey’s Hook Up, a Mac store with 
a Ping Pong table in both its DUMBO 
and Williamsburg branches. “It’s like 
saying ‘soccer’ or ‘football.’ ” 
 In fact, Ping Pong is a copyrighted 
brand name like Xerox or Kleenex — in 
this case, owned by Parker Brothers since 
the turn of the 20th century. The proud 
tradition of the sport stretches back to 
the rarefied airs of upper class Britons 
in the 1880s, but eventually became a 
prime example of Americana.
 Weiss said he learned to handle a pad-
dle — which he does really, really well 
(see sidebar) at family gatherings. 
 “I learned to play in the backyard,” 
said Weiss, whose brother played table 
tennis in the Junior Jewish Olympics. 
 Another devoted player said his com-
mitment to the game was fortified at a 
young age. 
 “It was definitely something I grew up 
with in southeastern Ohio,” said Michael 
Masse, who works in Fast Ashley’s photo 
studio in Williamsburg, which has hosted 
table tennis tournaments in years past.
 Aronov, the seasoned Soviet server, 
explained the universal appeal of table 
tennis, what some people say is truly 
the Beautiful Game.
 “It’s exciting and very good exercise,” 
he said. “You can play 365 days a year 
without any injuries.”

Continued from page 5

Brooklyn’s pre mier Off-Off-
Broadway theater company, 
the Gallery Players, has a new 
executive director. Just because there’s a shakeup 
at the top of the Park Slope ensemble, don’t expect 
a revolution on stage. Neal Freeman, who took over 
quietly in January, is aiming for a seamless transi-
tion into his reign that upholds the troupe’s repu-
tation as “the best Off-Off–Broadway,” according 

to legends Jerry Stiller and 
Anne Meara. Freeman, who 
has many directing credits un-

der his belt, will focus more on the business side 
of showbiz and says one of his top priorities is to 
improve the bottom line. Bottom line? He spoke 
to Brooklyn Paper theater critic Mike “The Butcher 
of Flatbush Avenue Extension” McLaughlin about 
what’s happening on- and off-stage.

serve another shot, or didn’t get enough 
traction or that it’s time to come back. 
Like “The Who’s Tommy.” We think 
it’s a show that people want to see and 
we’re fortuante can do an ambitious mu-
sical like “Tommy” following an Amer-
ican classic like “Bus Stop” [which The 
Brooklyn Paper called a rare misstep for 
the troupe] and not feel like we’re tak-
ing a big risk.

NF: Artistically, no. Heather [Curran, 
the company’s artistic director] has a 
great vision. We think it’s working for 
us and we’re gong to continue it. 

NF: I hope not. We are playing a lot 
with the sound and the amplification 
of things. We’re obviously aware that 
we’re in a small theater, but the rock 
and roll nature of the show will re-
quire us to be clever.

NF: That would be expensive. I’m go-
ing to say no to that one.

Neal Freeman: I like to think that we’re 
both. We’re proud to be part of the Off-
Off-Broadway tradition that goes back 
farther than the Gallery Players, but 
not by much. And we love being part 
of Park Slope.  

NF: For myself as an artist, there are 
plays I’d like to see us do. But when 
planning a season, and with our tra-
dition, we balance the things our sub-
scribers would like to see, things we 
think we can do well and also things 
we can get the rights to. Let’s not over-
look that just getting the rights can 
be tough. In Cleveland [a Rust Belt 
city in Ohio], we could probably get 
the plays we want, because no one 
would worry that there’s a Broadway 

production coming. Often the rights 
companies don’t want to talk to you 
so far ahead, which makes it hard to 
plan a season. 

NF: There are other Off-Off-Broadway 
companies that produce in their own 
space, but most companies tend to be 
itinerant and do one or two productions 
a season. [The Gallery Players have a 

New Slope theater director speaks!
CHECKIN’ IN WITH...

permanent home on 14th Street in Park 
Slope.] We do the Broadway in a Brook-
lyn tradition. Often as part of our sea-
son, a couple of shows a year are some-
thing that played in New York in the 
last five or 10 years and we think de-

Top player: The Gallery Players 
have a new artistic director, Neal 
Freeman.
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 One of the few reminders of the by-
gone days of Norwegian hegemony in 
Bay Ridge — the annual Miss Nor-
way of Greater New York pageant — 
returns on April 4.
 Participation in the 55-year-old cel-
ebration of Nordic heritage (and, let’s 
face it, the celebrated Nordic physique, 
too) has fallen dramatically, but a ded-
icated band of Scandinavian descen-
dants promises that the springtime re-
turn of the pageant is as certain as a 
good pillaging by Vikings in the Mid-
dle Ages. 
 “We expect to have about 10 con-
testants this year,” down from 15 last 
year, said Beverley Skaar, a member 
of the Miss Norway events commit-
tee. (Last year’s winner, Sarah Lind-
land, is pictured.)

 “Most of the participants are not 
from Bay Ridge, but very often their 
parents lived there at some point.”
 Those family ties were strongest in 
the 1960s and earlier, when Bay Ridge 
had huge Scandinavian populations. 
The neighborhood is still a Little Oslo, 
well a Very Little Oslo at least.
 “We were pretty much the dominant 
ethnic group,” said Arlene Rutelo nee 
Bakke, who co-owns Third Avenue’s 
legendary Nordic Delicacies with her 
mother.
 “You would walk along Eighth Av-
enue and it was all Norwegian. The 
younger generation doesn’t have any 
memories of that.” 
 Unlike the Miss America competi-
tion, which is sometimes criticized for 
the bathing suit competition, the Miss 

Norway contest has only two question-
and-answer rounds. The poise and el-
egance of the entrants, aged 17–24, is 
a factor, but unlike other beauty con-
tests, contestants are not required to 
flash their flesh all over the Norwegian 
Christian Home and Health Center, 
though they are dressed elegantly. 
 “It’s a very simple event with two 
rounds of appearances on the stage,” 
Skaar explained. “The judges look for 
their interest in Norway, their enthu-
siasm about their Norwegian heritage 
and their prospects for the future.” 
 Miss Norway of Greater New York 
at the Norwegian Christian Home 
[1250 67th St. between 12th and 13th 
avenues in Dyker Heights, (917) 656-
1552], April 4, 2 pm.

— Mike McLaughlin
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NewYork-Presbyterian Healthcare System
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Sometimes the hardest things to talk about 
are the easiest to treat

THE FINEST PHYSICIANS.. .
THE FINEST HEALTH CARE.

Marisa Mastropietro, 
M.D.,Chief of 
Urogynecology

Millions of women suffer quietly from urinary incontinence,
or loss of bladder control. Through our Woman’s Health
Program, we offer multiple treatments for this common
problem along with many specialized services that focus on
the health needs of women of all ages.

To find the doctor that’s best for you, call
718-499-CARE or visit nym.org.

Academy of Music [30 
Lafayette Ave. near St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4100], www.bam.org. 

ART OPENING: ”Surface: 
Contemporary Artists In-
terpret Landscape,” group 
show. Free. 6 pm. Brooklyn 
Artists Gym Gallery [168 
Seventh St. between Sec-
ond and Third avenues, 
third floor in Gowanus, (718) 
858-9069], www.brookly-
nartistsgym.com. 

BENEFIT DINNER AND 
DANCE: Party in support 
of MS 51. $50 ($45 in ad-
vance). 7 pm. Beth Elohim 
[274 Garfield Pl. at Eighth 
Avenue in Park Slope], 
www.ms51.org. 

ART OPENING: Scott Groeni-
ger’s digital collages. Free. 
7 pm. Open Source Gallery 
[255 17th St. between Fifth 
and Sixth avenues in Park 
Slope, (646) 279-3960], 
open-source-gallery.org.

ART OPENING: The Brush-
meisters’ “Transition: 
Where the Wind is Blow-
ing.” Free. 7-11 pm. 9th 
Street Salon [502 Ninth 
St. between Seventh and 
Eighth avenues in Park 
Slope], brushmeistersof-
brooklyn.net. 

SUN, MARCH 29

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
CENTURY OF BIRDWATCH

ING: Walk honors history 
of bird spotting in Prospect 
Park. Free. 7:30 am-noon. 
Bartel Pritchard Square 
[Prospect Park West and 
Prospect Park Southwest 
in Prospect Park], www.
prospectpark.org/audubon. 

TUNNEL TOUR: Explore the 
abandoned railroad tun-
nel under Atlantic Avenue. 
$15. 1:15 pm. Meet in front 
of bank building [Atlantic 
Avenue and Court Street in 
Cobble Hill, (718) 941-3160], 
www.brooklynrail.net. 

TOUR RED HOOK: Francis 
Morrone leads tour of the 
changing neighborhood. 
$13 ($8 students and se-
niors). 2 pm. Meet at Co-
lumbia and Carroll streets, 
(718) 788-8500 ext. 217, 
www.thecue.org. 

DISCOVERY TOUR: 3 pm. See 
Saturday, March 28.

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “PENNY DREAD

FUL”: 2 and 8 pm. See Sat-
urday, March 28. 

THEATER, “BUS STOP”: 3 pm. 
See Saturday, March 28. 

MUSIC, “ALL THAT JAZZ” 
CONCERT: Regina Opera 
presents Broadway 
favorites. $10. 3 pm. Regina 
Hall [1230 65th St. at 12th 
Avenue in Dyker Heights, 
(718) 232-3555], www.
reginaopera.org.

BELLA VOCE SINGERS: 3 pm. 
See Saturday, March 28. 

CLASSICAL CONCERT: 3 pm. 
See Saturday, March 28. 

STREB DANCE: 3 pm. See Sat-
urday, March 28. 

MUSIC, “ORPHEUS AND 
EURYDICE”: 3:30 pm. See 
Saturday, March 28. 

THEATER, “THE HEAVENS 
OF HELL”: 4 pm. See Satur-
day, March 28. 

THEATER, “LA DIDONE”: 7 
pm. See Saturday, March 28.

in DUMBO, (718) 624-2083], 
www.bargemusic.org. 

ART OPENING: New work 
by Nancy Lunsford. Free. 
6 pm. 440 Gallery [440 
Sixth Ave. between Ninth 
and Tenth streets in Park 
Slope, (718) 499-3844], 
www.440gallery.com.  

READING, GERMAINE 
GREER: Feminist writer. 
Includes complete dinner. 
$50. 6:30 pm. BAM Café [30 
Lafayette Ave. at Ashland 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
230-4100], www.bam.org. 

BOOK RELEASE PARTY: 
Alison Lowenstein’s “City 
Weekends: The Greatest 
Escapes and Weekend 
Getaways In and Around 
New York City.” Free. 7 pm. 
BookCourt [163 Court St. 
between Pacific and Dean 
streets in Cobble Hill, (718) 
875-3677], www.bookcourt.
org. 

THEATER, “PUPPET KAFKA”: 
Dramaton Theater presents 
Kafka’s greatest works 
using puppets, dance and 
more. $20 ($10 in advance). 
7 pm. Galapagos Art Space 
[16 Main St. at Water Street 
in DUMBO, (718) 222-8500], 
www.galapagosartspace.
com. 

 
Music from young compos-
ers at the Brooklyn High 
School of the Arts. Free. 
7 pm. Brooklyn Public 
Library’s Central branch 
[Grand Army Plaza at East-
ern Parkway in Park Slope, 
(718) 230-2100]. 

24:7”: 
$10-$18. 8 pm. See Satur-
day, March 28. 

DANCE, LEANNE SCHMIDT 
AND COMPANY: $15 ($10 
students). 8 pm. Triskelion 
Arts [118 N. 11th St. be-
tween Berry and Wythe 
streets, third floor in Wil-
liamsburg, (480) 296-8391], 
www.leanneschmidt.com. 

FRI, APRIL 3
JUJU JAZZ AND SPOKEN 

WORD: Part of the Central 
Brooklyn Jazz Festival. 
Free. 6:30 pm. Biko Trans-
formation Center [1474 
Bushwick Ave. between Pill-
ing and Granite streets in 
Bushwick, (917) 648-8395], 
www.jujujazzvocals.com. 

STREB DANCE: 7 pm. See Sat-
urday, March 28. 

ART OPENING: “Interface: 
Nature,” a group show. 
Free. 7 pm. NURTUREart 
Gallery [910 Grand St. be-
tween Waterbury Street 
and Morgan Avenue in 
Bushwick], www.nurtureart.
org. 

FILM, “BLACK GOLD”: Docu-
mentary about the coffee 
trade. Free. 7:30 pm. Park 
Slope United Methodist 
Church [410 Sixth Ave. at 
Eighth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 768-3093], www.black-
goldmovie.com. 

THEATER, “LA DIDONE”: 
$47.50-$62.50. 8 pm. See 
Saturday, March 28. 

24:7”: 
8 pm. See Saturday, March 
28. 

THEATER, “THE HEAVENS 
OF HELL”: 8 pm. See Satur-
day, March 28. 

CLASSICAL CONCERT: Aspen 
Ensemble presents works 
by Haydn, Beethoven, Sch-
wendinger and Dvorak. $40 
($35 seniors, $20 students). 
8 pm. Bargemusic [Fulton 
Ferry Landing, Old Fulton 
Street at the East River in 
DUMBO, (718) 624-2083], 
www.bargemusic.org. 

DEL REY WITH CRAIG 
FLORY: $15 ($6 children). 
8 pm. Brooklyn Society for 
Ethical Culture [53 Prospect 
Park West at Second Street 
in Park Slope, (718) 768-
2972], www.bsec.org. 

DANCE, LEANNE SCHMIDT 
AND COMPANY: 8 pm. 
See Thursday, April 2.

DANCE, THE UPSTART 
FESTIVAL: Work by new 
choreographers. $15. 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Arts Exchange 
[421 Fifth Ave. at Eighth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
832-0018], www.bax.org. 

DANCE, SUSPENDED 
CIRQUE: Aerial and acro-
batic group presents “Across 
the Water.” $15. 9 pm. Gala-
pagos Art Space [16 Main St. 
at Water Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 222-8500], www.gala-
pagosartspace.com. 

SAT, APRIL 4

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
 

Join volunteers to spruce 
up Prospect Park. Free. 
10 am-2 pm. Tennis House 
[Enter park at Ninth Street 
and Prospect Park West in 
Prospect Park, (718) 965-
8960], www.prospectpark.
org. 

BIRDWATCHING: Free. Noon. 
See Saturday, March 28.

TOUR FORT GREENE: Beverly 

Cumbo leads tour of the 
diverse neighborhood. $13 
($8 students and seniors). 1 
pm. Meet at Fulton Street 
and Greene Avenue, (718) 
788-8500 ext. 217, www.
thecue.org.

DISCOVERY TOUR: 3 pm. See 
Saturday, March 28. 

PERFORMANCE
JAZZ WITH THE RANDY 

WESTON TRIO: Part of the 
Central Brooklyn Jazz Festi-
val. Free. 1-5 pm. Gershwin 
Theater at Brooklyn Col-
lege [2900 Bedford Ave. at 
Avenue H in Flatbush, (718) 
951-5655], www.bcisam.org. 

STREB DANCE: 3 and 7 pm. 
See Saturday, March 28. 

MASTER CLASS WITH GUI
TAR VIRTUOSO HOWARD 
ALDEN: $10. 5:30 pm. 
Belarusian Church [401 At-
lantic Ave. at Bond Street in 
Boerum Hill], www.connec-
tionworks.org. 

THE ROY HAYNES FOUN
TAIN OF YOUTH BAND: 
With Amiri Baraka and 
Vanessa Rubin. Part of 
the Central Brooklyn Jazz 
Festival. $20-$40 ($10 stu-
dents). 6:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Tech Auditorium [S. Elliot 
Place, between Dekalb and 
Lafayette avenues in Fort 
Greene, (718) 569-1896], 
www.cbjcjazz.org. 

THEATER, “LA DIDONE”: 
$47.50-$62.50. 8 pm. See 
Saturday, March 28. 

8 pm. See Saturday, March 
28. 

THEATER, “THE HEAVENS 
OF HELL”: 8 pm. See Satur-
day, March 28. 

MUSIC, SARA BOUCHARD: 
Singer performs from her 
“Songs of Lewis & Clark” 
album. Free. 8 pm. Open 
Source Gallery [255 17th 
St. between Fifth and Sixth 
avenues in Park Slope, (646) 
279-3960], open-source-
gallery.org. 

CLASSICAL CONCERT: Aspen 
Ensemble presents works 
by Haydn, Beethoven, Sch-
wendinger and Dvorak. $40 
($35 seniors, $20 students). 
8 pm. Bargemusic [Fulton 
Ferry Landing, Old Fulton 
Street at the East River in 
DUMBO, (718) 624-2083], 
www.bargemusic.org. 

JAZZ WITH GENTILE/RO
MANO DUO AND THE 
ANAT COHEN/HOWARD 
ALDEN QUARTET: $10. 8 
pm. Belarusian Church [401 
Atlantic Ave. at Bond Street 
in Boerum Hill], www.con-
nectionworks.org. 

JAZZ WITH SONNY FOR
TUNE QUARTET: $15-$25. 
8 pm. Brooklyn Conserva-
tory of Music [58 Seventh 
Ave. between St. Johns and 
Lincoln places in Park Slope, 
(718) 622-3300], www.
bqcm.org. 

LEANNE SCHMIDT AND 
COMPANY: 8 pm. See 
Thursday, April 2. 

MUSIC, THE GANESH EX
PERIMENT: Artists and mu-
sicians collaborate. $10. 8 
pm-midnight. Brooklyn Art-
ists Gym [168 Seventh St. 
between Second and Third 
avenues, third floor in Gow-
anus, (718) 858-9069], www.
brooklynartistsgym.com. 

DANCE, THE UPSTART FES
TIVAL: 8 pm. See Friday, 
April 3.

MUSIC, TROMBONE FESTI
VAL: Ryan Snow’s “Pull” (8 
pm), Josh Roseman’s Water 
Surgeons (9 pm), and Mat-
thias Müller/Christian Marien 
Duo (10 pm). $10. 8 pm. 
IBeam Music Studio [168 
Seventh St. between Second 
and Third avenues in Gow-
anus], ibeambrooklyn.com. 

OTHER
TALK, “HOW COMIC BOOKS 

ACTUALLY SAVED THE 
DAY”: Free. 1 pm. Fort 
Greene Park Visitor Cen-
ter [Enter park at Myrtle 
Avenue and Washington 
Park in Fort Greene, (718) 
723-3218].

MISS NORWAY OF GREATER 
NEW YORK: The an-
nual pageant and cultural 
celebration! $30. 2 pm. 
Norwegian Christian Home 
[1250 67th St. between 12th 
and 13th avenues in Dyker 
Heights, (917) 656-1552]. 

READING, LUCETTE LAG
NADO: Author of “The 
Man in the White Sharkskin 
Suit: A Jewish Family’s Exo-
dus from Old Cairo to the 
New World.” Free. 4 pm. 
Brooklyn Public Library’s 
Central branch [Grand 
Army Plaza at Eastern Park-
way in Park Slope, (718) 
230-2100]. 

DANCE PARTY: Fundraiser for 
the Church of Gethsemane 
Food Pantry. $10. 8-11 pm. 
Brooklyn Society for Ethical 
Culture [53 Prospect Park 
West at Second Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 768-2972], 
www.bsec.org. 

SUN, APRIL 5

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
TOUR THE BROOKLYN NAVY 

YARD: Bus tour sponsored 
by the Center for the Urban 
Environment. Registration 
required. $30. 1 pm. Meet 
at corner of York and Jay 
Streets, (718) 788-8500 ext. 
217, www.thecue.org. 

PERFORMANCE
STREB DANCE: 3 pm. See Sat-

urday, March 28. 
CLASSICAL CONCERT: Works 

by Dvorak and Brahms. $40 
($35 seniors, $20 students). 
3 pm. Bargemusic [Fulton 
Ferry Landing, Old Fulton 
Street at the East River in 
DUMBO, (718) 624-2083], 
www.bargemusic.org. 

THEATER, “THE HEAVENS 
OF HELL”: 4 pm. See Satur-
day, March 28. 

THEATER, “THE ILIAD”: Aq-
uila Theatre performs an 
updated version of Homer’s 
epic poem. Free. 4 pm. 
Brooklyn Public Library’s 
Central branch [Grand 
Army Plaza at Eastern Park-
way in Park Slope, (718) 
230-2100]. 

DANCE, THE UPSTART FESTI
VAL: See Friday, April 3. 

THEATER, “LA DIDONE”: 
$47.50-$62.50. 7 pm. See 
Saturday, March 28. 

OTHER
FILM, “HAG — THE STORY 

GUILD”: $5. 7 pm. Con-
gregation B’nai Avraham 
[117 Remsen St. between 
Henry and Clinton streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
596-4840 ext. 115], www.
bnaiavraham.com. 

SALES AND MARKETS
WINTER ANTIQUES MARKET: 

See Saturday, March 28. 
FLEA MARKET: Free. 9 am-3 

pm. St. Finbar Center [138 
Bay 20th St. at Bath Avenue 
in Bensonhurst, (718) 236-
3312]. 

OTHER
FILM, “COOL HAND LUKE”: 

It’s got Paul Newman! $11. 
3 pm, 6 pm, 9 pm. Brook-
lyn Academy of Music [30 
Lafayette Ave. near St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4100], www.bam.org. 

READING, MONICA FERRELL: 
Author of “Beasts for the 
Chase.” Free. 7 pm. Freebird 
Books [123 Columbia St. at 
Kane Street in Columbia 
Street Waterfront, (718) 643-
8484], www.freebirdbooks.
com. 

FILM, “DESCENT — THREE 
STORIES OF FAMILY”: 
Three short films explore 
family relationships. $5 
(suggested). 7 pm. Union-
Docs [322 Union Ave. at 
S. First Street in Williams-
burg], www.uniondocs.org.

FILM, “ORTHODOX 
STANCE”: $5. 7 pm. Con-
gregation B’nai Avraham 
[117 Remsen St. between 
Henry and Clinton streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
596-4840 ext. 115], www.
bnaiavraham.com. 

MON, MARCH 30
TALK, INTERFAITH RELI

GIOUS DIALOGUE: Rev. 
Anthony Trufant, Rabbi 
Joseph Potasnik and Iman 
Talib Abdur-Rashid speak 
about poverty in Brooklyn. 
Registration required. 11 
am. Medgar Evers College/
CUNY [1650 Bedford Ave. 
at Crown Street, (718) 270-
5057]. 

FORECLOSURE IN COM
MUNITIES OF COLOR: 
Refreshments served. 
Free. 6:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Law School, Feil Hall [205 
State St. between Court 
Street and Boerum Place in 
Downtown Brooklyn], www.
brooklaw.edu. 

FILM, “LOVE ONE AN
OTHER”: Live piano accom-
paniment by Donald Sosin. 
$11. 7 pm. Brooklyn Acad-
emy of Music [30 Lafayette 
Ave. near St. Felix Street 
in Fort Greene, (718) 636-
4100], www.bam.org. 

READING, ALYSSA MILANO: 
TV star and author of “Safe 
at Home: Confessions of 
a Baseball Fanatic.” Free. 
7 pm. BookMark Shoppe 
[8415 Third Ave. at 84th 
Street in Bay Ridge, (718) 
833-5115], www.bookmark-
shoppe.com. 

TUES, MARCH 31
FILM, “VAMPYR”: $11. 6:50 

pm, 9:15 pm. Brooklyn 
Academy of Music [30 
Lafayette Ave. near St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4100], www.bam.org. 

READING, JENNIFER EPSTEIN 
AND JOANNA HERSHON: 
Authors of “The Painter from 
Shanghai” and “The German 
Bride.” Free. 7 pm. Book-
Court [163 Court St. between 
Pacific and Dean streets in 
Cobble Hill, (718) 875-3677], 
www.bookcourt.org. 

CHRISTIAN ART HISTORY 
LECTURE: Artist Henry 
Artis speaks of Caravaggio. 
Free. 7:30 pm. Our Lady of 
Mt. Carmel [275 N. Eighth 
St. at Havemeyer Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 384-
0223]. 

THEATER, “LA DIDONE”: 
$37.50-$52.50. 8 pm. See 
Saturday, March 28. 

WED, APRIL 1
COMMUNITY DAY JAZZ 

CONCERT: Part of the Cen-
tral Brooklyn Jazz Festival. 
Free. 6 pm. Sugarhill Sup-
per Club [609 DeKalb Ave. 
at Nostrand Avenue in Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant, (718) 569-
1896], www.centralbrook-
lynjazzconsortium.org. 

BROOKLYN BRIDGE HISTORY: 
Sponsored by the Society of 
Old Brooklynites. Free. 6:30 
pm. Supreme Court Build-
ing, third floor [360 Adams 
St. between Johnson and 
Joralemon streets in Down-
town Brooklyn]. 

READING, RACHEL SONTAG: 
Author of “House Rules.” 
Free. 7 pm. BookCourt [163 
Court St. between Pacific 
and Dean streets in Cobble 
Hill, (718) 875-3677], www.
bookcourt.org. 

THEATER, “LA DIDONE”: 
$37.50-$52.50. 8 pm. See 
Saturday, March 28. 

THURS, APRIL 2
TOUR BROOKLYN BRIDGE 

AND BROOKLYN 
HEIGHTS: $15 ($12 students 
and seniors). 1 pm. City Hall 
Park [Southeast corner of 
Broadway and Chambers 
Street, Manhattan in Brook-
lyn Heights, (718) 499-3001], 
www.bigonion.com. 

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION: 
Performanes by the Shang-
hai String Quartet, the St. 
Petersburg String Quartet, 
FLUX Quartet, TaKT Quar-
tet and Olga Bloom. $90. 
6-10 pm. Bargemusic [Ful-
ton Ferry Landing, Old Ful-
ton Street at the East River 

 Danny 
Schmidt will play the 
always-excellent Jalopy 
on Tuesday, March 31.
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To list your event in , please give us two 
weeks notice or more. Send your listing by e-mail: calendar@
brooklynpaper.com; or by mail: GO Brooklyn, The Brooklyn 
Paper, One Metrotech Center, Suite 1001, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 
Listings are free and printed on a space available basis. We 
regret we cannot take listings over the phone.

Find our Nightlife listings online at  BrooklynPaper.com/Nightlife

CATCH                         ONLINE AT
www.BrooklynPaper.com

Continued from page 6
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Duke Agency, Inc
Insurance • Income Tax

Alex Doukhowetzky

BROKER

763 Leonard Street, Brooklyn, NY 11222

(718) 383-2463
(718) 389-1584
(718) 536-4477

AlexDuke@earthlink.net

CALLING ALL

ENTREPRENEURS

WIN $15,000 TO START YOUR OWN BUSINESS!
Two Runners-up Each Receive $5,000

Tuesday, March 31, 6 – 7:30 PM, Business Library
Monday, April 6, 6 – 7:30 PM, Bushwick Library
Tuesday, April 14, 6 – 7:30 PM, Business Library

Thursday, April 23, 9 – 10:30 AM, Business Library
Monday, April 27, 6 – 7:30 PM, Midwood Library
Tuesday, April 28, 6 – 7:30 PM, Business Library

To learn more, visit www.biz.brooklynpubliclibrary.org, or call 718.623.7000 and select option 4.

2009 ORIENTATION DATES:

This competition is brought to you by  
Brooklyn Public Library’s Business Library  
Success Council and Citi Foundation.
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BUSINESS PLAN COMPETITION

ENTER THE

SIXTH ANNUAL POWERUP!
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BROOKLYN POLITICS THE SMOKE-FILLED ROOM

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 Talk about separating church from 
state. 
 Just two days after The Brooklyn Paper re-
ported last week that City Council candidate 
Isaac Abraham would not attend a political 
meeting in a church basement because of his 
religious views, the group behind the forum has 
found a new — entirely secular — venue.
 The Central Brooklyn Independent Dem-
ocrats had planned to hold its April 23 en-
dorsement meeting in the cellar of the Park 
Slope United Methodist Church, but Abra-
ham — an Orthodox Jew and longtime ac-
tivist in Williamsburg’s Satmar community 
who is vying to succeed Councilman David 
Yassky (D–Williamsburg) — said that his faith 
barred him from entering the building.
 “I asked my rabbi and [he said] it was bet-
ter that I not go,” Abraham told The Brook-
lyn Paper earlier this week.
 Abraham was criticized by club President 
Lucy Koteen, who suggested that Abraham 

could not represent a secular community if 
he “has so many restrictions on his life.”
 “When you are on City Council, you have 
to go to funerals — if someone gets shot, 
are you not going to go because it’s a Cath-
olic church?” Koteen asked.
 But in the ensuing controversy, Koteen’s 
group found a new location for the forum, 
which will test the six candidates fighting to 
win the 33rd Council District that covers Brook-
lyn Heights, Greenpoint and parts of Williams-
burg, Boerum Hill, and Park Slope.
 “We respect the diverse populations and 
we want to hear from all candidates,” Koteen 
said on Friday. “We respect anybody who puts 
themselves out to there to run as a public ser-
vant, and we want to hear from all voices.”
 The endorsement meeting will take place 
at an Eighth Street venue — fittingly named 
Camp Friendship — that is down the block from 
the Park Slope United Methodist Church.
 For his part, Abraham said that he is ea-
ger to show Brownstone Brooklyn his po-
litical views next month. 
 “I will attend and make my position and 
platform clear to the people,” he said.Camp 
Friendship — that is down the block from 
the Park Slope United Methodist Church.
 For his part, Abraham said that he is ea-
ger to show Brownstone Brooklyn his po-
litical views next month. 
 “I will attend and make my position and 
platform clear to the people,” he said.

Secular healing!
Club moves its 
political forum to 
secular venue

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

 Embattled former council-
man Steve DiBrienza asked 
the city to release informa-
tion about his neighborhood 
non-profit group in the wake 
of reports in The Brooklyn 
Paper and the New York Post 
about the group’s alleged mis-
use of taxpayer money.

 Critics of DiBrienza, who 
is one of seven candidates for 
his old Council seat, mocked 
the former lawmaker’s sudden 
call for the city to reveal the 
finances of his own group.
 One of those candidates, 
Josh Skaller, called for an in-
vestigation a week earlier, of-
ficially requesting “copies of 
all contracts, audits, program 

evaluations and correspon-
dence” between DiBrien-
za’s Neighborhood Assis-
tance Corporation and the 
Department of Youth and 
Community Development, 
which funneled cash to the 
group.
 DiBrienza’s call for the 
city to “release all of its in-
formation on NAC’s admin-

istration of grants,” which 
was made in a statement to 
The Brooklyn Paper and 
other news outlets, came 
four days later.
 The agency has not com-
plied yet.
 But aside from his pre-
pared statement, DiBrienza 
has ducked calls from The 
Brooklyn Paper to further dis-
cuss his calls for transparency 
about his organization and 
his candidacy for Council. 
He had said last week that he 
would talk to The Paper if it 
published his lengthy defense 
of his agency — which ran 
on this newspaper’s award-
winning Web site all week.
 But DiBrienza reneged.
 Instead, The Brooklyn Pa-
per was the subject of a less-
than-convincing orchestrated 
letter-writing campaign to 
stem the questions about the 
work of Neighborhood As-
sistance Corporation, such 
as its role as an intake cen-
ter for people applying for 
discounted utilities. 

 “NAC is a satellite office 
for National Grid’s Neighbor-
hood Heating Fund program 
and Con Edison’s Energy Share 
program,” wrote Julia Ross of 
Windsor Terrace. “Every year, 
the staff at NAC helps many 
area residents, like myself, ob-
tain our energy grants, helping 
to relieve some of the financial 
stress our families face. Your 
story got it completely wrong. 
NAC provides a valuable ser-
vice to our community.”
 In fact, NAC provided this 
valuable service to just 15 
people in 2008, according 
to HeartShare Human Ser-
vices, which process the pa-

perwork people fill out in 
NAC’s office. 
 Other letter writers from 
youth sports leagues also said 
that NAC funded them.
 “I strongly disagree with 
your one-sided article,” said 
Ray Goffio, a Windsor Ter-
race resident. “Post–9-11, I 
ran a stickball league, spon-
sored by NAC, giving the kids 
valuable lessons in sports-
manship, teamwork and com-
munity.” 
 Goffio told The Brooklyn 
Paper that he ran the infor-
mal program for two sum-
mers with about $1,200 each 
year from NAC. That money 
funded the six-week camp, 
which attracted 75 kids.
 Meanwhile, staff salaries 
and benefits dwarfed those 
program expenditures and 
consumed between 73 per-
cent and 76 percent of the 
budget those years. Since 
2002, the group has collected 
$1.19 million from the city 
for youth sports and to or-
ganize anti-graffiti drives. 
 In the wake of the City 
Council’s “slush fund” scan-
dal last year, the names of 
councilmembers who steer 
money to non-profit groups 
are now identified. Coun-
cilman David Yassky (D–
Brooklyn Heights) requested 

that $15,000 be steered to 
DiBrienza’s group in 2007.
 That grant came one year 
after DiBrienza endorsed 
Yassky in his failed con-
gressional bid. Before that, 
an unidentified councilmem-
ber steered $40,000 to the 
neighborhood group.
 DiBrienza did not return 

repeated calls.
 That gave Skaller’s camp 
the last word:
 “Josh hopes that Mr. Di-
Brienza will also disclose the 
source of $40,000 in Council 
funds that were awarded to 
NAC in 2006 so that there is 
a full accounting to the pub-
lic of all taxpayer dollars.”

Steve DiBrienza

Read DiBrienza’s side at
BrooklynPaper.com

By Dustin Seplow
for The Brooklyn Paper

 The people have spoken 
— and they want two-way 
streets to fix the mess of Grand 
Army Plaza and the dangerous 
“speedways” of Eighth Avenue 
and Prospect Park West.
 A community survey re-
leased this month by the Park 
Slope Civic Council shows 
that the neighborhood be-
lieves that converting those 
currently one-way highways 
into two-way local streets 
would not only increase pe-
destrian and cyclist safety, 
but solve the traffic snarl on 
Union Street, between Eighth 
Avenue and Prospect Park. 
 The danger stems from 
cars exiting off the Prospect 
Expressway and barreling up 
Eighth Avenue — a shortcut 
to Flatbush Avenue and the 
Manhattan Bridge beyond. 
Several participants in the 
survey called the one-way 
avenue a speedway and said 
that crossing it is like putting 
your life into your hands.
  Some attempts have been 
made in the past to alleviate 
the problem, but some Slopers 
say it has been too little.
 “The Department of Trans-
portation has added traffic 
signals and has worked on 
signal timing to make condi-

tions on these avenues safer,” 
said Michael Cairl, chair of 
the Civic Council’s Livable 
Streets Committee, which led 
a neighborhood-wide work-
shop in February.
 “But the consensus is that 
much more needs to be done,” 
Cairl said.
 The two-way “solution” 
has been a major part of 
many redesign plans for 
Grand Army Plaza, includ-
ing several finalists in last 
year’s Design Trust for Pub-
lic Spaces competition.
 “We’re convinced that re-

storing two-way traffic flow 
to Eighth Avenue and Pros-
pect Park West is the best way 
to … make these streets safer 
for all users,” said Eric Mc-
Clure of Park Slope Neigh-
bors.
 The conversions were not 
the only suggestions made. 
Other participants want to 
close off Union Street com-
pletely in order to reunite 
Grand Army Plaza with the 
rest of Prospect Park, another 
idea popular from the “Rein-
venting Grand Army Plaza” 
competition.

Locals: Make 
Eighth Ave 
and Pros Park 
West two-way
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LETTERS

To the editor,
 I am a regular reader of The Brook-
lyn Paper, so I certainly understand and 
appreciate Editor Gersh Kuntzman’s 
sense of humor, but the headline on 
the article about Isaac Abraham (“Jew 
gotta be kidding! Isaac skips church fo-
rum,” March 21) went way too far.
 This is not a Right or Left issue, but 
that headline is flat out racist against 
Jews, of which Kuntzman is one. It’s 
not a funny headline. It’s smelly.
 At this time, when there is so much 
bad stuff going on in the world, head-
lines like that don’t help.
 I have always appreciated Gersh Kuntz-
man’s friendship, and The Brooklyn Pa-

given the promise of a free hamburger, we’ve 
include some extra words: Bring it on — and 
we like our burgers medium rare.

To the editor,
 I saw your story about Community 
Board 10’s rejection of a karaoke bar 
(“Name this tune? Karaoke bar says 
board is clueless,” March 21) and have 
to remind everyone that there are al-
ready plenty of karaoke bars around 
Eighth Avenue and 64th Street.
 But, more important, the board is 
acting in a racist manner to say that 
there will be prostitution at the bar.
 Kevin Chen, Bensonhurst

To the editor,
 Your editorial last week (“No to MTA 
bailout,” March 21) rejects widespread 
calls by transit advocates to rescue the 
MTA. And it glosses over an inescapable 
reality: unless the state legislature inter-
venes, transit service will be cut dramati-
cally and fares will skyrocket, with riders 
assuming the entire economic burden.
 We agree that the MTA needs reform 
and support the Ravitch Commission’s 
reform recommendations.
 The MTA also should provide more 
detailed reporting on its finances.
 Unfortunately, MTA reform with-
out a massive infusion of funding will 
not solve the crisis. New York transit 
riders simply cannot afford a system-
wide reduction in service and double-
digit fare increases during one of the 
most challenging economic environ-
ments in American history.
 Mary Barber, Manhattan

The writer is managing director for 
living cities at the Environmental 

Defense Fund.

your inborn co-workers to take us on.
 Now I see you are doing your own 
thing, despite our generous offer of our 
venue and table. 
 OK, that’s fine. But once you have 
completed your games, we at Water 
Street Restaurant challenge you to a 
winner-take-all contest.
 Put that in your smoke and pipe it.
 I will even provide a hamburger as 
we discuss the particulars. I await your 
cal. Jeffrey Rodman, DUMBO

The writer is owner of the Water 
Street Restaurant & Lounge.

Editor’s note: When challenged so boldly, 
The Brooklyn Paper’s policy has been to pub-
lish a three-word response: Bring it on. But 

per’s support of my musical ventures, but 
this time, The Paper went way over the 
line. Danny Kalb, Park Slope

To the editor,
 Great idea about the ping pong tour-
nament — NOT! (“The Brooklyn Pa-
per’s March Madness Ping Pong Clas-
sic!,” online, March 20).
 Two weeks ago, River Cafe challenged 
Water Street Restaurant to a ping pong 
tournament. It lasted for two days into 
the wee hours of the morning, and Wa-
ter Street was triumphant. Afterwards, I 
called your paper and challenged you and 

Send a letter
By e-mail: newsroom@CNGlocal.com
By mail: Letters, The Brook  lyn Paper, 
1 Metrotech Center, Suite 1001, 
Brooklyn, NY 11201.

 and include 
the writer’s home ad dress and phone 
number (only the writer’s name and neigh-
bor hood are published with the letter). 

tate Sen. Daniel Squadron’s pro-
posal for maintaining open space 
in the Brooklyn Bridge Park de-

velopment reminds us again why the 
state’s current financing scheme for the 
park is so flawed.
 Squadron’s legislation calls for an as-
yet-unstated portion of property taxes on 
any newly rezoned lots within .4 miles 
of Brooklyn Bridge Park to be siphoned 
off to pay for the $16-million mainte-
nance budget for the open space por-
tion of the 1.3-mile-long development.
 In doing so, he seeks what this news-
paper has long championed: the elim-
inatation of one of the most loathsome 
elements of the Brooklyn Bridge Park 
development: luxury housing inside the 
footprint of the 85-acre project.
 The proposal would not — at least 
not yet — raise or change taxes on ex-
isting properties in the .4-mile zone. It 
would only affect land that is rezoned 
from manufacturing to residential — 
a move that typically yields a huge 
windfall for developers.

go, to City Hall, where priorities for 
citywide spending are hashed out as 
part of the normal budget process. 
Our elected officials would then have 
to advocate for our park, just as elect-
eds from other parts of the city will 
champion their districts’ needs.
 Squadron’s proposal comes at a 
critical moment for Brooklyn Bridge 
Park. 
 Mayor Bloomberg has said that he 
wants the city to take over the project 
— though Hizzoner has not clarified 
the most important detail: would his 
“Brooklyn Bridge Park” continue 
the failed financing scheme that puts 
housing and retail inside the devel-
opment or would the city run Brook-
lyn Bridge Park as a real park?
 If Bloomberg and Squadron truly 
want a city park along the gorgeous 
Brooklyn waterfront, they will do 
what city park-builders have done for 
years: build a park and maintain it by 
allocating city budget money to do so.

 Squadron is correct in arguing that 
normal property taxes — not the 1,200 
luxury units slated to be included in-
side the park itself — should be the 
financing mechanism for Brooklyn 
Bridge Park. 
 But Squadron’s plan has one central 
flaw: the notion that a dedicated rev-
enue stream needs to be created to pay 
for the park. Brooklyn Bridge Park, 
like every other public park in the city, 
does not need to be self-sustaining.
 If Squadron is correct, and residen-
tial rezonings in and around boom-
ing DUMBO do indeed generate 
nifty property taxes, all of that money 
should go, as property taxes currently 

If Mayor Bloomberg and 
state Sen. Daniel Squadron 
really want a park, they 
should build a park, not a 
waterfront development.

Eligible for Medicare?

Don’t understand the
benefits available to you?

We can help!
To learn more about Original Medicare or a Medicare private health
plan (like an HMO or a PPO), including prescription drug coverage,
please contact the Health Insurance Information Counseling Assistance
Program (HIICAP).

Our experienced Health Insurance counselors are available to assist
all people and their caregivers with Medicare.

Our services are free of charge and we don’t sell anything.

For more information, call the Walk-In Center at 
212-341-3978 or Call 311 and ask for “HIICAP.”

Informacion Disponible en Espanol - Llame al 311

WE CAN GIVE YOU
A GREAT SMILE!

CARROL GARDENS DENTAL ASSOC.
DR. RICHARD A. ROSEN

BROOKLYN’S PREMIER IMPLANT
& COSMETIC DENTAL CENTER

HEALTH,  
MIND & BODY

Park Slope.
FAMILY DENTISTRY

245 Fifth Avenue  (between Carroll & Garfield)

©

 Financing Available
 Insurance Plans Welcomed

Dr. Andrew Warshaw
Dr. Sari Rosenwein
Dr. Doug Pollack (Bd. Cert.)     
  Pediatric Dentistry

Hours by Appointment
Sat. & Eve. Available

789-5700

Free Consultation
24 Hour Phone 

Service

www.ParkSlopeFamilyDentistry.com

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 

Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

GENERAL & COSMETIC 

DENTISTRY
Advanced sterilization & infection control

Jack Irwin, D.D.S.
414 Seventh Avenue

bet. 13th & 14th Sts.
www.jackirwindds.com

(718) 768-8372
Evening Hours  Mon-Fri

Most Insurance & Union Plans 
accepted as full or partial payment.

MetLife, UFT, DC37, PBA, Delta, Blue Cross, 
Aetna, CIGNA, Unicare, Guardian, Healthplex, 

Mgmt. Bfts. Fund, United Concordia, Dentemax.

ROOT CANAL
EXTRACTIONS
PERIODONTAL WORK 
CROWNS
BRIDGES
PORCELAIN VENEERS
BLEACHING
DENTURES
LAMINATES

Quality Dentistry
Gentle care in our ultra-modern office

RONALD I. TEICHMAN, DDS

357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street
slopedental.com  ·  768-1111

DENTISTS

DENTISTS

Buying a home?
Give us a call.

The State of New York Mortgage Agency (SONYMA) can help 

you become a first-time homebuyer. SONYMA mortgages offer: 

est rates that are typically below  

     market;

     loan amount);

1-800-382-HOME (4663)
For more information, call

or visit www.nyhomes.org THERE'S NO PLACE LIKE HOME

 Last month, readers of the award-winning BrooklynPaper.com 
checked out more than 650,000 Web pages — and many are com-
menting on what they’re reading. This week, our online exclusive 
about David and Jed Walentases’ Dock Street project unleashed 
an outpouring of debate. Here are some excerpts (though you can 
read them all on our Web site — and have a chance to comment!).

 Gersh, you and the Brooklyn Paper 
continue to disgrace the news pro-
fession. Not only is your “reporting” 
wildly slanted in favor of the proj-
ect, but you continually neglect to 
cite disclosure in each of your sto-
ries that The Brooklyn Paper rents 
office space from Two Trees and thus 
has material business dealings with 
the subject of your “articles.”
 Your slanted reporting will suit you 
well for your new master, Sir Rupert.
 Publius, Brooklyn Heights

• • •
 The opposition to Dock Street is 
playing their last card. Nothing of 
substance here.
 Councilman David Yassky is play-
ing politics as usual. David slaying 
Goliath (in this case, the School Con-
struction Authority) is just what a city 
comptroller should do. Very conve-
nient, don’t you think?
 Yassky and his staff have been 
working on solving the middle school 
problem for years. He didn’t know 
the SCA was negotiating with Two 
Trees? Where was the good coun-
cilman? At a fund raiser?
Carlo Trigiani, Brooklyn Heights

• • •
 Carlo, now I see what a Two Trees 
shill you really are. What the free-
dom-of-information act documents 
show — and what the pro-Dock Street 
crowd should have known (but chose 
to bury your heads in the sand about) 
— was that the School Construction 
Authority wasn’t really interested in 
building a school in the neighbor-
hood, only in helping Two Trees with 
its precious development project.
  Dave, DUMBO

• • •
 It’s clear that the School Construc-
tion Authority failed to consider any 
existing buildings, other than PS 8, 

which was handed to them. 
 Ken Fisher’s attempt to spin the is-
sue of improper due diligence fails. 
 Many of the options that were not 
examined by SCA are existing struc-
tures, such as 360 Furman St., St. 
Charles Borromeo school, etc. That 
defies Fisher’s point when he com-
pares his cost savings only to alter-
nate new development sites. It’s the 
difference between consumption of 
existing supply vs. new supply.
 Even when presented with evidence 
that something is rotten in SCA-land, 
the pro-Dock St. crowd is content to 
leave all its chips on something that 
MAY be built (where is the capital?) 
instead of (there I go again) an ex-
isting building.
 Also, The Brooklyn Paper has a 
much greater obligation to inform 
its readers of its relationship with 
the developer.
 Andrew Stengel, DUMBO

• • •
 Instead of trying to intuit The 
Brooklyn Paper’s motivations, why 
not discuss the issue at hand? Either 
you like the Dock Street project or 
you don’t; either you favor the pro-
posed school or you don’t.
 The Paper’s relationship with Two 
Trees is well known and does not need 
to be restated every week.
 On Dock Street, The Paper’s ed-
itorial board repeatedly expressed 
strong support for the proposal. On 
its own merits.
 Is it possible that our view was col-
ored by our tenancy? Conceivably, but 
only insofar as our first-hand expe-
rience in DUMBO led us to see the 
Walentases as good landlords, and 
good stewards of historic DUMBO.
 News coverage is a separate mat-
ter. Does anyone honestly believe that 
the story is a Walentas puff-piece?
 Ed Weintrob, Publisher Emeritus
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Hepcat’s resentment is building

By Louise Crawford

In honor of the Oh So 
Feisty One’s 12th birth-
day, Hepcat and Smart-

mom decided to buy her an 
IKEA loft bed as part of the 
total room makeover she’s 
been wanting for ages. 
 A loft bed would be just 
the thing to make her tiny 
bedroom seem a whole lot 
bigger. She’d have room un-
derneath for a dresser, a desk 
and even a beanbag chair. 
 OSFO was stoked. 
 So one recent Saturday, 
Smartmom drove OSFO over 
to Red Hook, had a quick 
lunch of gravlax and Swed-
ish meatballs, and then went 
a-hunting for loft beds.
 Smartmom had her heart 
set on the Tromso that had a 
steel gray frame with an at-
tachable desk. Sleek, stream-
lined, it seemed perfect for 
a bedroom/work space. 
 “It’s disgusting,” OSFO 
said when she saw the model 
in the IKEA bedroom show-
room. “I hate the color.” 
 Instead, OSFO made a 
beeline for the Morrum, a 
black and white wooden loft 
bed that is, truth be told, quite 
snazzy. 
 Smartmom lobbied some 
more for the Tromso, but soon 
realized that the Oh So De-
cisive One had made up her 
mind. They trekked down to 
the self-service furniture area 
and found the Morrum in two 
incredibly heavy boxes that 
they couldn’t lift without the 
help of a nice, beefy IKEA 
employee. 
 Once home, Smartmom re-
membered the last time they 
bought a loft bed. It was for 
Teen Spirit’s tiny bedroom 
when he was 6. It came in 
a million pieces, and Hep-
cat, who grew up on a farm 
and loves to put things to-
gether, almost went out of 

his mind.
 Hepcat doesn’t remember 
it that way. All the groan-
ing, cursing and sighing is 
just part of his process. But 
over the years, Smartmom 
has lost her stomach for it. 
She didn’t think she could 
endure another scene like 
that.
 Smartmom is smart. 
Sometimes. She called Ur-
ban Express, an IKEA-ap-
proved company that for a 
relatively small fee — $80 
— will assemble a Morrum 
loft bed. Bingo. Smartmom 
made the call and arranged 
to have them come over the 
very next day. 
 But Hepcat was fit to be 
tied. Hiring a company to as-
semble IKEA furniture was 
an icepick to the inflated tire 
of his masculinity. He said 
it was like paying someone 
to tie your shoe.

But Smartmom wouldn’t 
back down. She knew 
that Hepcat’s plate 

was full; he was in the midst 
of preparing for a show of his 
photography at the Old Stone 
House (opening April 1, by 
the way — though Smart-
mom failed to get Dumb Ed-
itor the details by the end of 
the day Tuesday).
 To get ready for the show, 
Hepcat has printing to do. 
Matting to do. Framing to 
do. And when that was all 
done, he has to lug the pic-
tures over to the Old Stone 
House and hang the damn 
things. Smartmom figured 
he was busy enough with-
out having to put together a 
loft bed.
 The very next day, Urban 
Express came and went. Two 
men put the Morrum together. 
OK, so they didn’t do the 
best job. Some of the screws 
weren’t tightened enough, 

and one of the slats broke 
when Hepcat climbed onto 
the bed. 
 Needless to say, Hepcat 
felt vindicated. He couldn’t 
believe what a careless job 
they’d done. He ranted. He 
raved. He waved the broken 
slat like a victory flag. He 

fused. 
 Egos were bruised. Un-
pleasant words exchanged. 
Situations like this always 
bring into play the big dif-
ferences between them.
 Hepcat, raised on a farm, 
almost never asks for help. 
Smartmom, raised in an 

apartment building with a 
less-than-handy dad, is more 
of a “call the super” kind of 
gal. 
 But the bed was up, the 
job was done, and it all hap-
pened, somewhat effortlessly, 
in less than three hours. 
 Later, when OSFO got 
home, she was thrilled. Her 
bedroom did feel twice as 
big. She loved the way her 
new loft bed looked and spent 
the next few hours in it. 
 Smartmom was happy for 
her girl. But she still had a 
sad feeling inside. She and 
Hepcat, married for almost 
20 years, still fought like 
newlyweds.

Does this mean that 
they have bad mar-
riage or are they just 

locked into an eternal argu-
ment about how to get things 
done?
 Good question and one 
that will probably come 
up again and again. In fact, 
they still have to put together 
OSFO’s computer worksta-
tion that goes underneath the 
Morrum. It’s called a Mikael. 
It doesn’t look too hard to 
put together. Hepcat has his 
heart set on it.
 This time, Smartmom 
won’t get in his way.
 Louise Crawford, a Park 
Slope mom, also writes ,“Only 
the blog knows Brooklyn.”

had to do some 
screw tighten-
ing. 
 Oh, and they 
argued. Smart-
mom wanted 
him to admit 
that she’d done 
a good thing by 
calling Urban 
Express. He re-

PARENTKIDS SCHOOL STYLE TEENS CAMPS MUSIC

SAT, MARCH 28
 Fitness Walk in 

Prospect Park. $10. Bartel 
Pritchard Square [Prospect 
Park West and Prospect Park 
Southwest in Prospect Park], 
www.bodysculpt.org. 

 Storytelling work-
shop led by Tracy Cook-
Person. Caribbean food 
served. $10 (child and adult), 
$5 (additional child). The 
Irondale Center [85 South 
Oxford St. between Lafay-
ette and Greene avenues 
in Fort Greene, (718) 488-
9233], www.irondale.org. 

 Learn 
about rainbows. Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant, (718) 735-4400], www.
brooklynkids.org. 

 Toddler tour of the 
Aquarium. $24 ($16 mem-
bers). New York Aquarium 
[502 Surf Ave. between W. 
Eighth and W. Fifth streets 
in Coney Island, (718) 265-
3474], www.nyaquarium.com. 

 Nature Crafts. Free. 
Prospect Park Audubon 
Center [Enter park at Lincoln 
Road and Ocean Avenue 
in Prospect Park, (718) 287-
3400], www.prospectpark.
org/audubon. 

 Puppet 
show, “Sleeping Beauty.” $8 
($7 kids). Puppertworks [338 
Sixth Ave. at Fourth Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 965-3391], 
puppetworks.org. 

 Drum and dance 
party and fundraiser. $10. 
Prospect Park YMCA [357 
Ninth St. between Fifth and 
Sixth avenues in Park Slope], 
www.ymcastrongkids.org. 

SUN, MARCH 29
 Learn 

about rainbows. See Satur-
day, March 28. 

 Solar Fair. Hannah Se-

(718) 230-0236], www.
spsounds.com. 

 Learn about plants. 
Brooklyn Children’s Museum 
[145 Brooklyn Ave. at St. 
Marks Avenue in Bedford-
Stuyvesant, (718) 735-4400], 
www.brooklynkids.org. 

SUN, APRIL 5
 New 

Orleans Jazz. See Saturday, 
April 4. 

 Spring Wash Day. See 
Saturday, April 4. 

 Puppet 
show, “Sleeping Beauty.” 
See Saturday, March 28.

 Kids video and dance 
party. $7 ($5 children, $20 
for family of four). Galapa-
gos Art Space [16 Main St. 
at Water Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 222-8500], www.gala-
pagosartspace.com. 

 Activities and music of 
Erin Lee & Marci. $15 adult 
(and one child), $8 each 
additional child or adult. 
Brooklyn Arts Exchange [421 
Fifth Ave. at Eighth Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 832-0018], 
www.bax.org. 

 Learn about plants. 
See Saturday, April 4.

Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant, (718) 735-4400], www.
brooklynkids.org. 

 World Record Day. 
Kids challenged to invent 
and set their own world re-
cords. To reserve a spot, visit 
www.beamcamp.com/news. 
$5. Brooklyn Lyceum [227 
Fourth Ave. at President 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
857-4816], www.brooklynly-
ceum.com. 

 Nature Crafts. See 
Saturday, March 28. 

 Learn bike safety. 
Wollman Rink [Enter park 
at Grand Army Plaza and 
Lincoln Road in Prospect 
Park, (718) 965-8960], www.
prospectpark.org. 

 Spring Wash Day. Do 
the laundry, 19th-century 
style. Free. Lefferts Historic 
House [Enter park at Flat-
bush and Ocean avenues 
in Prospect Park], www.
prospectpark.org. 

 Puppet 
show, “Sleeping Beauty.”

 Baby Loves Disco. 
$15 ($12 in advance). South-
paw [125 Fifth Ave. at St. 
Johns Place in Park Slope, 

nesh Community Day School 
[342 Smith St. at First Place 
in Carroll Gardens, (718) 
858-8663]. 

 Bell House Rocks. 
Bouncy castle, kid’s music/
videos, educational enter-
tainment and snacks. $10. 
The Bell House [149 Seventh 
St. at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus, (718) 643-6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

 Nature Crafts. See 
Saturday, March 28. 

 Puppet 
show, “Sleeping Beauty.” 
See Saturday, March 28.

 BINGO/board game 
night. Free. Moxie Spot [81 
Atlantic Ave. between Hicks 
and Henry streets in Brook-
lyn Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

MON, MARCH 30
 Storytime. $2.50. 

Moxie Spot [81 Atlantic Ave. 
between Hicks and Henry 
streets in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 923-9710], themoxies-
pot.com. 

TUES, MARCH 31
 Sing Along with 

Lloyd Miller. $2.50. Moxie 
Spot [81 Atlantic Ave. be-
tween Hicks and Henry 
streets in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 923-9710], themoxies-
pot.com. 

 Dance class for 
ages 5-7. Free. Vox Pop [1022 
Cortelyou Rd. at Stratford 
Road in Flatbush, (718) 940-
2084], www.voxpopnet.net. 

SAT, APRIL 4
 Little League Parade! 

Free. Starts at Seventh 
Avenue and Carroll Street, 
ends at the Ninth Street 
Bandshell. For info, visit 
www.prospectpark.org. 

 New 
Orleans jazz. Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum [145 

FAMILY CALENDAR
To list your event, visit: BrooklynPaper.com/events/submit

Call: 230-5255
763 President St. (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.)

DAY SCHOOL, INC.
A fully licensed and certified preschool

 2-4 year old programs
 Licensed teachers
 Optimal educational equipment
 Exclusive outdoor facilities
 Indoor Gym facilities

  2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days

 Spacious Classrooms
 Enriched Curriculum
 Caring, loving environment

SUMMER PROGRAM AVAILABLE FOR 2 – 5 YEAR OLDS

Physically active, nature 
oriented & outdoors every day!

DAILY TRIPS

Ages 4½ – 11

Flexible Schedule

3, 4, 5 or 6 Week Sessions

3, 4 or 5 Days a Week

Early Drop Off & 
Late Pick Up Available

Located in Park Slope
(718) 768-6419

www.KimsKidsCamp.com

718-788 (7732)
www.parkslopedaycamp.com

 

April 9–17

Sundays, April 5 & 26

WE DO FENCING BIRTHDAYS! 
Parties up to 20 kids 

Group Classes
    beginner to advanced, 7 years to adults

62 Fourth St (corner of Hoyt)  (718) 522-5822
www.BrooklynFencing.com

BROOKLYN
FENCING CENTER

Our eight-week program for kids 2 to 10 teaches 
essential kitchen skills and techniques. Kids learn 

how to measure, sift, mix, whip, cut, 
grate and knead, as they prepare 
wholesome and delicious foods from 
around the world.

Classes meet at The Moxie Spot
81 Atlantic Ave, Brooklyn Heights
To register, call Jane at  
(718) 797-0029
www.kidscookbrooklyn.com

THE 

SPOT 

Family, Food & Fun 

81 Atlantic Ave (@ Hicks)  
718-923-9710  
Visit themoxiespot.com for info  
on Daytime & Evening Family Activities 

FREE WEEKNIGHT 
KID’S MEAL!! 
 

Enjoy one of our  
Dinner Entrées  
or Specials 
 
 

Get a Free Kid’s Combo,  
Pizza, or Mac & Cheese 
Mon -Thurs 5:30p - 8:30p 

Zuly: 
In the Last Place on Earth 

A Family Junkyard-Dog Musical 
Two Free Workshops  

Saturday, April 4th, 7:00p 
Sunday, April 5th, 11:00a

369 Court Street  (at Carroll Street)

718-222-2444
www.gigglesandgreen.com

Books, toys for all ages,
clothing for ages newborn to age 8

 Introducing

 in Carroll Gardens
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“Sleeping Beauty” at Puppetworks this weekend.

tive May 31, while cutting the Z line entirely, shuttering 
some stations late at night and eliminating popular bus 
routes throughout the borough in a sweeping reduction that 
had been threatened months in advance of the meeting.
 The reaction showed that MTA now stands for Make 
Them Angry. 
 “It’s a disgrace, a disaster! It’s terrible!” choked Eugene 
Flannery, a Brooklyn Heights retiree. “There are so many 
unemployed people, how can they afford the new fares?” 
 The younger generation joined in.
 “I can’t believe they have the nerve to raise the price!” 
carped Letisha Morris, a college student from Bedford-
Stuyvesant. “I always have to re-adjust my life every time 
there’s a service change.”
 But it wasn’t just the riders who were railing; there was 
anger from all quarters after the MTA approved its so-
called “doomsday budget,” which the agency said was nec-
essary to close a $1.2-billion budget gap after a proposal 
by Gov. Paterson and Assembly Speaker Silver (D–Man-
hattan) to impose tolls on the East and Harlem river cross-
ing, raise area payroll taxes and increasing fares by eight 
percent stalled in the Democrat-controlled state Senate.
 • Sens. Kevin Parker (D–Flatbush) and Carl Kruger (D–
Brighton Beach) vociferiously opposed any bailout for the 
MTA, even one that would keep fares down for the vast ma-
jority of their constituents who ride the rails or buses rather 
than drive to jobs in Manhattan.  
 • Borough President Markowitz fumed, although the 
MTA’s decision spared him his biggest fear — East River 
bridge tolls.
 • Rep. Mike McMahon (D–Bay Ridge) and Councilman 
Vince Gentile (D–Bay Ridge) gagged on the effect the cuts 
will have on their outer-borough constituents. McMahon 
said the vote was “a disgrace.”
 But whose voice is the angriest? Yours.
 “Here’s my comment,” said Joshua McKenney, as he ex-
ited the L-train station at Lorimer Street on Wednesday. 
His comment? An upraised middle finger, a salute to the 
MTA and Albany that was in wide use this week.
 — with Evan Gardner

nus tax” bill — which has 
stalled in the Senate, by the 
way — was flawed for three 
reasons:
 1. It was too 
broad: It would 
have covered 
bonuses re-
ceived by any 
employee at any 
bailed out finan-
cial institution 
with a house-
hold income over 
$250,000.
 “So if you work 
as a bank manager 
and you’re married to 
someone, like a prin-
cipal or a fire battalion 
chief, who also makes a de-
cent income, suddenly, a 
bonus that you’ve rightfully 
earned would be taxed at 90 
percent,” he said.
 2. It’s unconstitutional: 
“The government should not 
use confiscatory tax policy 
— besides, this was probably 
a bill of attainder, which is 
unconstitutional,” he added. 
“It is not something that the 
legislature of a democracy 
should be doing. The found-
ing fathers objected to that 
kind of arbitrary monarchial 
approach.”
 3. Um, it punished an 
important New York in-
dustry: “We can’t tear down 

the financial-services indus-
try, which is an important 
economic engine that helps 

put teachers in the 
schools, fireman 

in the firehouse 
and cops on 
the street.”
  McMahon 
said he fully 
understands 
the anger out 
there, what 
with the very 
Wall Street guys 
who created the 

mess walking 
away with huge 

bonuses. But now is 
not the time to lose our 

heads (or, alas, theirs).
 “We have to go after the 
bad guys, but we can’t throw 
out the baby with the bathwa-
ter,” he said. “Government 
has to have a reasoned ap-
proach to solving problems, 
not following the headlines 
on CNN.”
 McMahon said he was 
gratified that many people 
along the route of the St. Pat-
rick’s Day parade on Sunday 
cheered him on.
 “Several people specif-
ically thanked me for that 
vote,” he said. “That was very 
gratifying because you never 
really know how a vote will 
be received.”

Continued from page 1

UNFARE…
Continued from page 1

LINE 1…

Tini Wine Bar, on Van Brunt Street in Red Hook, will move a few blocks north on Sunday, thanks to 
help from the neighbors. Chef Jenn de la Vega will finally get a real stove.
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By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

 Almost everyone hates moving, ex-
cept for the folks at the beloved Red 
Hook eatery, Tini Wine Bar, which is 
turning its relocation into a parade. 
 The popular Van Brunt Street café 
is packing up its hot plate and pa-
nini press this Sunday morning to 
set up shop in new digs just a few 
blocks away near the corner of Pio-
neer Street — and the staff is ask-
ing everyone to lend a hand. 
 “Let’s have it be fun instead of be-
ing terrible,” said Leisah Swenson, 

the owner of the restaurant, which 
opened in 2006. 
 So Swenson is turning Van Brunt 
into a procession with three flatbed 
trucks pulling the furniture down the 
street — with a police escort! — and 
has issued an open call for volunteers 
to carry a box or two from the old lo-
cation, which will be open until Satur-
day night, into the new storefront.
 There will be complimentary cof-
fee and pastries at the start of the 
move, and, at the end, a meal cooked 
by Monica Byrne, Tini’s chef. 
 The restaurant says it is moving 

because its lease expired, but the new 
restaurant will have a bigger kitchen, 
which means the trademark hotplate-
cooked eggs will be a thing of the 
past.
 The new space will offer a few 
other improvements. 
 “I’m going to be able to make my 
famous grilled pizzas,” said Byrne, 
who perfected them at the now closed 
Liberty Heights Tap House. “And we’ll 
have a backyard with fabulous rustic 
German beer tables.” 
 A mid-April official opening is 
planned.
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PREGNANT? CONSIDER-
ING ADOPTION? Talk with 
caring agency specializing in 
matching birth mothers with 
families nationwide. LIVING 
EXPENSES PAID. Call 24/7. 
Abby's One True Gift Adop-
tions. 866-910-5610

WANTED JAPANESE MO-
TORCYCLES KAWASA-
KI,1970-1980, Z1-900, 
KZ900, KZ1000, H2-750, 
H1-500, S1-250, S2-250, 
S2-350, S3-400. CASH PAID. 
1 - 8 0 0 - 7 7 2 - 1 1 4 2 .  
1-310-721-0726

GET A NEW COMPUTER! 
Brand name laptops & Desk-
tops. BAD or NO credit No 
Problem. Smallest weekly 
payments avail. Call 
1-800-640-0656

NAME BRAND LAPTOPS. 
Absolutely Free! Get the 
Laptop you Deserve. New! 
Super thin. Super Fast. In-
cludes Free Shipping. Log in 
now! www.FreeLapTop-
Store.com

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE 
from home. Medical, Busi-
ness, Paralegal, Computers, 
Criminal Justice. Job place-
ment assistance. Computer 
available. Financial aid if 
qualified. Call 800-494-3586 
www.CenturaOnline.com

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA 
FROM HOME, 6-8 Weeks. 
ACCREDITED. Low pay-
ments. FREE Brochure. 
1-800-264-8330 or www.di-
plomafromhome.com

NAME BRAND LAPTOPS. 
Absolutely Free! Get the 
Laptop you Deserve. New! 
Super thin. Super Fast. In-
cludes Free Shipping. Log in 
now! www.FreeLapTop-
Store.com

* REDUCE YOUR CABLE 
BILL! * - Get a 4-room, all-
digital satellite system in-
stalled for FREE and pro-
gramming starting under 
$20. Free Digital Video Re-
corders to new clients. So 
call now, 1-800-795-3579

AIRLINES ARE HIRING: Train 
for high paying Aviation 
Maintenance Career. FAA 
approved program. Financial 
aid if qualified - Housing 
available. Call Aviation Insti-
tute of Maintenance. 
888-349-5387.

A NEW COMPUTER NOW! 
Brand name. Bad or NO 
credit - No problem. Small-
est weekly payments avail. 
Call NOW 1-800-804-5010

$$ ACCESS LAWSUIT CASH 
NOW !! Injury Lawsuit drag-
ging? Need $500 - $500,000 
++ within 48/hrs? Low rates. 
Call 1-877-386-3692, 
www.casepay.com

NEED A LOAN? All loan 
types available. Helping 
people with credit problems 
since 1991. 1-800-654-1816

100% Recession Proof! Do 
you earn $800/day? Local 
Vending route. 25 machines 
+ candy. $9,995. 
1 - 8 0 0 - 8 0 7 - 6 4 8 5 .  
(Void/SD,CT,MD)

$8,000 GUARANTEED! Re-
ceive $8 for every envelope 
stuffed with our sales materi-
als. 24hr information. 
1-877-220-4470

ASSEMBLE MAGNETS & 
CRAFTS FROM HOME! 
Year-round Work! Excellent 
Pay! No Experience! TOLL 
FREE 1-866-844-5091, en es-
panol. No-MD

COOL TRAVELING JOBS. 
Live, work, play - USA. Now 
hiring sharp guys/gals for 
immediate F/T travel. Trans-
portation/Lodging/Training 
provided. 1-877-856-6960

EARN $1000's WEEKLY! 
Mailing Brochures! Weekly 
pay + Bonus. Guaranteed 
opportunity. Start today. 
1-877-801-8172, Code 701

EARN UP TO $2000+ 
WEEKLY! Processing our 
brochures. Processors need-
ed NOW! Start today call 
1-877-549-8638

MYSTERY SHOPPERS! Earn 
up to $150 daily. Get paid to 
shop pt/ft. Call now 
800-690-1272.

WORK AT HOME: Govern-
ment Jobs. Data entry, cleri-
cal benefits. $12 - $48 hour 
FT/PT. Call 1-888-293-7370.

BACK BRACE: Substantial 
pain relief. Constant lumbar 
and abdominal support. 
Comfortable wear. Covered 
by Medicare/Ins. 
1-800-815-1577 ext.367

DIET PILLS, VIAGRA & 
SOMA Visit: PriceBus-
terRx.com or call 
1-800-889-7909 or 
1-888-773-6230. FDA ap-
proved. Phentermine, Cialis, 
Carisoprodol, Fioricet, 
Tramadol & MORE!! Over-
night & Saturday Delivery.

ERECTILE DYSFUNCTION 
can be treated safely and ef-
fectively without drugs or 
surgery. Covered by Medi-
care/Ins. 1-800-815-1577 
Ext.368 www.lifecarediabe-
ticsupplies.com

ONLINE PHARMACY - Buy 
Soma, Ultram, Fioricet. 
$ 7 1 . 9 9 / 9 0 Q t y . ,
$107/180Qty. INCLUDES 
PRESCRIPTION! $25/cou-
pon. Mention Offer#01A31. 
1-888-620-7679. tri-pharma-
cy.org

PHENTERMINE - SOMA, 
FIORICET, and more. Doctor 
CONSULTATION included. 
Shipped FedEx 1-3 days. 
www.EasyBudgetRx .com,  
1-877-453-7701

***FREE Foreclosure List-
ings*** OVER 400,000 prop-
erties nationwide. Low down 
payment. Call now 
800-250-2043

SELL/RENT YOUR TIME-
SHARE NOW!! Maintenance 
fees too high? Need Cash? 
Sell your unused timeshare 
today. No commissions or 
broker fees. Free consulta-
tion. www.sellatime-
share.com, 1-888-310-0115
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$500! HONDAS & TOYO-
TAS FROM $500! Buy Po-
lice Impounds & Repos! 
Acuras, Nissans, Chevys & 
more from $500! For List-
ings 800-366-0124 ext. 
L215

DONATE YOUR CAR to 
SPECIAL KIDS FUND. Help 
Disabled Children With 
Camp and Education. Non-
Runners OK. Quickest Free 
Towing. Free Cruise/Hotel 
Voucher.
Tax Deductible. Call 
1-866-448-3254.

*Police Impounds for Sale!* 
Honda Civic 2001 only 
$1000! Toyota Camry 1999 
only $900!  Hondas, Toyo-
tas, Nissans & More from 
$500! For Listings 
800-366-0124 ext. L213

$384 DAILY! No experience 
required! Data entry posi-
tions available Now! Inter-
net access needed! Income 
is Guaranteed! Apply today! 
www.datamembers.com

**Are You Making 
$1,500.00 + PER WEEK? 
ALL CASH VENDING! In-
credible Income Opportu-
nity! Snack-soda... Minimum 
$8K To $40K Investment 
Required. Excellent Quality 
Machines. 800-962-9189

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - 
Train for high paying Avia-
tion Maintenance Career. 
FAA approved program. Fi-
nancial aid if qualified -
Housing Available.  CALL 
Aviation Institute of Mainte-
nance (888) 349-5387.

Attend College Online from 
Home. *Medical, *Business, 
*Paralegal, *Computers, 
*Criminal Justice. Job 
placement assistance. Com-
puter available. Financial 
Aid if qualified. Call 
800-488-0386 www.Centu-
raOnline.com

HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA! 
Fast Affordable & Accredit-
ed. FREE Brochure. Call 
NOW! 1-800-532-6546 Ext. 
96 www.continentalacade-
my.com

Credit Card Debt Getting 
You Down? WE CAN HELP! 
ucanbdebtfree.info Call for 
Free Evaluation 24/7 
1-800-430-3931

**2009 POSTAL JOBS!** 
$14 to $59 hour + Full Fed-
eral Benefits. No Experi-
ence Required. NOW HIR-
ING! Green Card OK. 
1-800-913-4384 ext. 95

$600 Weekly Potential$$$ 
Helping The Government 
PT. No Experience, No Sell-
ing. Call: 1-888-213-5225 
Ad Code E. Void in Mary-
land and South Dakota.

**ABLE TO TRAVEL** Hir-
ing 6 people, Free to travel 
all states, resort areas. No 
experience necessary. Paid 
t ra in ing/Transpor ta t ion .  
OVER 18. Start ASAP. 
1-888-921-1999 www.prot-
ekchemical.com

ASSEMBLE MAGNETS & 
CRAFTS FROM HOME! 
Year-round Work! Excellent 
Pay! No Experience! Top 
US Company! Glue Gun, 
Painting, Jewelry & More! 
TOLL FREE 
1-866-844-5091, en espanol

Attention all college stu-
dents, career changers, ex-
perienced educators and 
paraprofessional's! Find an 
education job in Arizona! 
Register Online at: 
www.teachinaz.com

DATA ENTRY PROCES-
SORS NEEDED! Earn 
$3,500-$5,000 Weekly 
Working from Home! Guar-
anteed paychecks! No Ex-
perience Necessary! Posi-
tions Available Today! Reg-
ister Online Now! www.Da-
taCashNow.com

EARN $1000's Weekly. 
GUARANTEED! Receive 
$12 for every envelop 
stuffed with our sales mate-
rial. Free 24hr Information 
1-866-960-9834 Code 701

Government Jobs - 
$12-48.00/hr. Full Bene-
fits/Paid Training. Work 
available in areas like 
Homeland Security, Law En-
forcement, Wildlife & more! 
800 - 320 - 9353 Ext 2002

Help Wanted Earn Extra In-
come, assembling CD cases 
from home. Start immedi-
ately, No experience neces-
sary. 1-800-405-7619 ext 
1395 www.easywork-great-
pay.com

Mystery Shoppers Needed. 
Earn up to $150 per day. 
Undercover Shoppers 
needed to Judge Retail & 
Dining Establishments Ex-
perience Not Required. Call 
Now 1-877-218-6211

A NEW COMPUTER 
NOW!!!! Brand Name lap-
tops & desktops Bad or NO 
Credit- No Problem Small-
est weekly payments avail. 
Its yours NOW- Call 
800-317-7891

Email not sending? Printer 
not printing? Can't fix it 
yourself?  Call My Comput-
er Works your personal 
Help Desk.  Fast, safe and 
secure help day or night: 
888-375-8686.

* REDUCE YOUR CABLE 
BILL!* Get a 4-Room All-
Digital Satellite system in-
stalled for FREE and pro-
gramming starting under 
$10. FREE DVR and HD Up-
grades for new callers, SO 
CALL NOW. 
1-800-699-7159

WANTED DIABETES Test 
Strips: Any Kind/Any Brand, 
Unexpired. Up To $16/Box. 
Shipping Paid. 
1 - 7 1 3 - 3 9 5 - 1 1 0 6  
www.Cash4DiabetesTest-
Strips.com

AAA Affordable Health 
Care. Plans as little as 
$69.95 for single & $89.95 
for family per month. For 
more info please call toll 
free 866-925-1830.

Cut Prescription Medication 
costs by up to 80%, Thou-
sands of satisfied customers 
keep coming back for bet-
ter prices and better service 
visit  meds4less.betterlife-
pharmacy.com  call 
1-866-839-9581

ONLINE PHARMACY Buy 
Soma, Ultram, Fioricet, Pro-
zac, Buspar $71.99/90 
$107/180 Quantities, PRICE 
INCLUDES PRESCRIPTION! 
Over 200 meds $25Coupon 
Mention Offer:#31A31. 
1-866-491-2712. tri-phar-
macy.net

PHENTERMINE, Xanax, 
Carisoprodol and more. 
Doctor Consultation includ-
ed. Shipped FedEx 1-4 
days. www.BESTBUD-
G E T R X . C O M
1-866-683-5744

QUICK WEIGHT 
LOSS ! ! ! ! PHENTERMINE-  
XANAX, SOMA, FIORICET, 
TRAMADOL and more Dis-
counted Prescription Drugs. 
FREE Doctors Consultation. 
Shipped FedEx 1-3 days. 
FDA approved meds. 
www.BestForLessRx.com 
1-866-788-4530

3bd 2ba HUD Home only 
$200/mo! 4bd 2ba Home 
only $300/mo! Priced to 
Sell! 1-4bd Foreclosures 
from $10k!  5%dn, 20yrs 
@8%apr! For Listings 
800-366-0142 ext. T253

BUY HUD Homes from 
$199/mo! 4bd 2ba only 
$325/mo! 3bd 2ba only 
$199/mo! More Home from 
$199/mo! 5% dn, 15yrs 
@8% apr! for Listings 
800-366-0142 ext. T252
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Notice of Formation of Wing 
Wong Assets LLC, a domes-
tic or foreign Limited 
Liability Company (LLC). Ar-
ticles of Organization filed 
with the Secretary of State 
of NY (SSNY) on January 21, 
2009. NY Office location: 
Kings County, SSNY is desig-
nated as agent upon who 
process against the LLC may 
be served. SSNY shall mail a 
copy of any process against 
the LLC service upon 
him/her to C/O the LLC at 
3327 Fulton Street, Brook-
lyn, New York, 11208. Pur-
pose: Any lawful purpose. 
BP 11-16.

Summons: Supreme Court of 

the State of New York 

County of Kings In-

dex#50587/09 LUCIANO 

ROMANO, Plaintiff vs. GIO-

VANNINA LAI, Defendant 

Summons & Notice in action 

of divorce. Venue based 

upon Plaintiff's residence. 

Cause of action on the 

grounds of DRL Section 170 

subd. (2)- the abandonment 

of the Plaintiff by the Defen-

dant for a period of more 

than one year. You are sum-

moned to appear in this ac-

tion by serving a notice of 

appearance on the plaintiff's 

attorney, Jeffrey B. Peltz, 

P.C., 26 Court Street, Brook-

lyn, New York 11242, 

(718) 625-0800, within 30 

days after service is complet-

ed and if you fail to appear a 

judgement will be taken 

against you by default. To 

the above named Defen-

dant, this summons is served 

upon you by publication by 

order of Hon. Jeffrey S. Sun-

shine, JSC, a Justice of this 

court, entered on February 

18, 2009 at the Kings 

County Clerk's Office.

Notice is hereby given that 

an Order entered by the Civ-

il Court, Kings County on 

01/29/2009, bearing Index 

Number NC-000068-09/KI, a 

copy of which may be exam-

ined at the Office of the 

Clerk, located at 141 Living-

ston Street, Brooklyn, NY 

11201, grants me the 

right to: Assume the name 

of Velez Moore. My present

name is Valerie Freda

Wilkerson AKA Valerie F.

Wilkerson AKA V. Freda

Wilkerson. My present address 

is 68 Fort Greene Place, #8, 

Brooklyn, NY 11217. My 

place of birth is Manhattan, 

New York. My date of birth 

is November 01, 1956.

Notice of sale. Supreme 
Court, County of Kings. 
U.S. Bank National Associa-
tion, as Trustee for the 
Structured Asset Invest-
ment Loan Trust, 2006-4, 
Plaintiff, vs. Donald Haynes, 
et al, Defendant. Pursuant 
to a judgment of foreclo-
sure and sale duly dated 
6/5/2008, I, the under-
signed Referee will sell at 
public auction at the Kings 
County Courthouse, Room 
274, 360 Adams Street, 
Brooklyn, County of Kings, 
New York on 4/30/2009 at 
3 pm premises known as 
219 Spencer Street, Brook-
lyn, NY 11205. All that cer-
tain plot piece or parcel of 
land, with the buildings and 
improvements thereon 
erected, situate, lying and 
being in the New York City, 
Borough of Brooklyn, 
County of Kings and State 
of New York Section, Block 
and Lot: Block 1763 Lot 5. 
Approximate amount of 
judgment $619,112.08 plus 
interest and costs. Premises 
will be sold subject to pro-
visions of filed Judgment 
Index #9808/2007. Edward 
M. Rappaport, Esq., Refer-
ee, Shapiro & DiCaro, LLP, 
Attorney for Plaintiff, 250 
Mile Crossing Boulevard, 
Rochester, NY, 14624. Dat-
ed: 3/19/2009.

New York Therapeutic Com-
munities, Inc. Request for 
Expression of Interests. 
PROJECT TITLE: Rehabilita-
tion and Asbestos Abate-
ment of Existing Vacant 
Building into a Fifty (50) 
Males Bed Residential Fa-
cility including Support Are-
as. DESCRIPTION OF 
GOODS OR SERVICES TO 
BE BID: New York Therapeu-
tic Communities, Inc. is solic-
iting expression of interest 
for qualification and bidding 
of prospective General Con-
tractors for this project lo-
cated at 2071 Fulton Street, 
Brooklyn, NY. The project is 
a non-prevailing wage job 
and single prime.  The esti-
mated cost is between $5.6 
M to $5.8 M. The contract 
term for this project is 14 
months. The scope of servic-
es includes but is not limited 
to: Asbestos Abatement 
throughout the building. Re-
hab of approximately 22,686 
Sq. Ft. including selective 
demolition, creation of a in-
ner courtyard, new sprinkler 
and fire alarm systems instal-
lation, electrical services, fa-
cade repairs, installation of a 
new elevator and more. 
QUALIFICATION REQUIRE-
MENTS: Interested firms 
must submit an Expression 
of Interest with a Statement 
of Qualifications. Firms shall 
provide proof of: Successful 
completion during the last 
five years of a minimum of 
two projects of similar size 
and complexity, along with 
names, addresses and tele-
phone numbers of the de-
sign consultant and owner's 
of these projects. Financial 
and Bonding Capacity. Cur-
rently on-going projects. A 
written Quality Control Plan. 
A written Safety Plan. Expe-
rience with public client. 
Firms deemed qualified from 
this solicitation will be short-
listed to bid and provided 
with a set of Contract Docu-
ments for preparation of 
their Bid. EXPRESSIONS OF 
INTEREST DUE DATE: 
March 31st, 2009. LOCA-
TION WHERE GOODS TO 
BE DELIVERED OR SERVICE 
PERFORMED: 2071 Fulton 
Street Brooklyn, New York 
11233 CONTACT: Ronald 
Williams - President/CEO 
New York Therapeutic Com-
munities Inc. 266 West 37th 
Street, 21st Floor New York, 
NY 10018
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get built and there has never been a time when this proj-
ect is more important to the people of the state and city 
of New York and the borough of Brooklyn.”
 A spokesman for Barclays did not respond to a ques-
tion about Gehry’s comment, as well a question about 
recent calls for the company to abandon the $400-mil-
lion naming-rights deal in light of the $8 billion in fed-
eral recovery funds it received from troubled insurance 
giant AIG.
 Last week, as The Brooklyn Paper reported, Coun-
cilwoman Letitia James called for Barclays to back out 
of its naming-rights agreement with Ratner. And this 
week, New Jersey Rep. Bill Pascrell demanded that Trea-
sury Secretary Tim Geithner “intervene” in the deal be-
cause “Barclays is the recipient of $8.5 billion in bailout 
money from U.S. taxpayers through credit default swap 
payments by AIG.”
 He said that Barclays decision to go ahead with the 
$400-million deal was a “questionable business prac-
tice.”
 “Allowing this naming rights deal to remain in place 
makes little sense for both taxpayers and Barclays,” he 
added.
 Pascrell’s criticism of the Barclays deal is expected, 
given that he represents a district in North Jersey that 
is adjacent to Newark. That hardscrabble city has been 
courting the Brooklyn-bound New Jersey Nets to the ex-
isting Prudential Center.

Continued from page 1

GEHRY…

ments implicating himself in the stabbing death.”
 The Post took that a bit further, reporting that Weber 
and Katehis had agreed online to meet for a sexual en-
counter for which the newsman would pay $60. The pair 
drank vodka and did cocaine before, the paper reported, 

“the situation turned violent.”
    Weber, 47, was well known to listeners of WABC Ra-
dio for years as “the news guy” on the “Curtis and Kuby” 
morning show. News of his death unleashed an outpour-
ing of good memories.
    “I loved him,” Curtis Sliwa told The Brooklyn Paper, 
who knew Weber for 10 years. “George was a fixture at 
ABC. After our show, he became the national news guy 
for the network.”
 Above all, Sliwa said, Weber “was obsessed with his ad-
opted neighborhood, Carroll Gardens. You’d see him at An-
gry Wade and at all the restaurants. He loved Brooklyn.”
 Police had responded to Weber’s apartment at 561 
Henry St. after co-workers had become alarmed when 
he had not shown up for work and was not answering 
his phone.
 At the house, which is at First Place, cops discovered 
Weber dead “with a wound to his neck” and hands and 
feet bound by duct tape.
 No less a fan than Mayor Bloomberg issued a state-
ment after hearing about the death.
 “George was the kind of professional who could give 
you the news and his views without one getting in the way 
of the other, and he was an absolutely central part of my 
Friday WABC radio show with John Gambling and doz-
ens of other programs,” the mayor said. “On or off the air, 
and especially during our commercial breaks, his views 
were incisive and insightful. He’ll be deeply missed by 
millions of radio listeners, including me, and my thoughts 
and prayers are with his family in this difficult time.”
 Though heard by millions every week, Weber had turned 
his attention recently to the Internet, where he maintained 
a popular local Weblog, georgeweberthenewsguy.
 On it, he regaled (if that’s the right word) readers with 
tales of his two bedbug infestations, a fire hydrant that’s 
hidden under an orange construction cone, a never-end-
ing construction project at Smith and Douglass streets, 
and the joys of smoking (unless the pack costs $12.75, 
as it does at one Manhattan bodega).

Continued from page 1

MURDER…

 The freshman sena-
tor said such a plan would 
eliminate hundreds of pro-
posed luxury condos from 
inside the park’s footprint, 
though his plans still include 
a 225-bed hotel and shop-
ping in the historic Empire 
Stores warehouse, features 
that are in the official state 
plans for the controversial 
park-and-condo project as 
well. Squadron (D–Brook-
lyn Heights) described these 
as “appropriate, though not 
ideal, uses.”
 The park’s current annual 
maintenance budget would 
rise further under Squad-
ron, who is also calling for 
design changes that would 
include an enclosed bubble 
for seasonal sports, a swim-
ming pool moored in the 
East River, an arts facility 
and an ice-skating rink. He 
said these features are “em-
inently affordable.”
 “We’re talking about 
minimal increases,” Squad-
ron said.
 The existing plans call for 
1,210 units of housing, a ho-
tel and retail inside the so-
called park to pay fees for the 
annual maintenance of the 
open space, instead of pay-
ing normal property taxes.
 The inclusion in 2004 of 
private development ignited 
a controversy that has raged 
ever since and, in fact, may 
have carried Squadron into 
office.
 He campaigned as a critic 
of the park’s plans in the 
fall election against long-
time incumbent Marty Con-
nor, who had supported the 
inclusion of housing in the 
public park. 
 This is the second bold 
proposition for Brooklyn 
Bridge Park in just over a 
week. Mayor Bloomberg 
said earlier that he is ne-
gotiating with Gov. Pater-

son for a city takeover of 
the lagging $350-million 
project as part of a swap 
that would also give the 
mayor control of Gover-
nors Island while putting 
the Javits Center entirely 
in the state’s hands.
 Some sections of the park, 
including rolling lawns, a 
playground and a dog run, are 
slated to open by the year’s 
end and other elements are 
due by 2012, but roughly 33 
percent of the park is on hold 
until additional public money 
is drummed up to pay for 
construction.
 Squadron presented his 
scheme last Friday evening 
in Borough Hall to a room 
filled with dozens of the 
most outspoken critics of 
Brooklyn Bridge Park’s un-
usual funding scheme. 
 “This is brilliant,” said 
Sandy Balboza, head of 
the Atlantic Avenue Bet-
terment Association, one 
of several people to con-
gratulate Squadron’s idea. 
  But some eagle-eyed ob-
servers detected an Achilles 
Heel in the plan. Dan Wi-
ley, a staffer for Rep. Ny-
dia Velazquez (D–Gow-
anus) said the reliance on 
taxing increased land val-
ues might create an urge 
in City Hall to allow taller 
new construction near the 
park, while many neighbor-
hoods have been trying to 
reduce permissible build-
ing heights.
 And the Brooklyn Bridge 
Park Development Corpo-
ration opposes Squadron’s 
idea.
 “With $4.3 million gen-
erated by the current resi-
dential properties for oper-
ations and maintenance and 
another $3 million to come 
on-line in 2010 and 2011, we 
are committed to the cur-
rent development plan ap-
proved by the community, 

Continued from page 1

SQUADRON’S PARK PLAN…
mayor and governor,” the de-
velopment corporation said 
in a prepared statement. 
 The mayor’s office also 
had reservation about the 
tax plan.
 “We would have concerns 
about a plan that relies on tax 
revenue from DUMBO to pay 
for the park, especially when 
you consider that new devel-
opment will almost certainly 
include affordable housing the 

421-a program,” said Andrew 
Brent, a mayoral spokesman, 
referring to a subsidy pro-
gram that gives developers 
tax breaks if they include be-
low market-rate housing in 
their buildings.
 If DUMBO developers 
took advantage of the in-
centive, it would reduce the 
amount funneled towards the 
park’s upkeep.
 But Councilman David 

Yassky (D–Brooklyn Heights) 
said in a statement that city 
officials should be more sup-
portive of Squadron’s plan.
 “[It’s an] innovative ap-
proach to funding the mainte-
nance and operation of Brook-
lyn Bridge Park,” Yassky said 
in a statement. “The plan would 
provide a reliable and uncon-
troversial source of funding. 
The city should give the plan 
serious consideration.”

Weber also worked on Mayor Bloomberg’s ra-
dio show.
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MUSEUM…
 It is unclear what kind of dent the fee hike will make. 
Records show that the Museum has more than $30 million 
a year in expenses. So even if every one of the 400,000 or 
so annual visitors pay the higher price, that will add just 
$800,000 of new revenue.
 The $10 suggested donation — the first increase since 
2004 — still keeps the Brooklyn Museum a relative bar-
gain in the art world. The admission “donation” at the Met-
ropolitan Museum of Art, a Manhattan collection, is $20. 
At the American Museum of Natural History, also in Man-
hattan, the donation is $15.
 As the name denotes, admission “fees” at such institu-
tions are entirely voluntary. Many customers pay tiny frac-
tions of the suggested donations.
 This being New York, not everyone was happy with the 
“suggestion” to pay more.
 “It’s kind of lame during a recession,” said Capri Roth, 
a graduate student. ”I think art should be free to the public 
and paid for by the government. I believe in Socialism.”

— with Roland Li and Zeke Faux

Continued from page 1

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

 The world-famous Ring-
ling Brothers and Barnum & 
Barnum circus will deliver a 
shot in the arm to the flagging 
“People’s Playground” by set-
ting up its big top in Coney Is-
land this summer, two sources 
told The Brooklyn Paper last 
Thursday.
 The city is brokering a deal 
for a long, hot summer of lion 
tamers, clowns and the daring 

young men on the flying trapeze 
at a site west of the existing, 
though battered, amusement 
area — possibly on a West 22nd 
Street lot owned by Taconic In-
vestments, the sources said.
 Ringling Brothers officials 
would not confirm the amaz-
ing, stupendous news.
 “It would be premature to 
comment on plans for any new 
markets that are not finalized,” 
said Steve Payne, a vice pres-
ident for Feld Entertainment, 
which produces the venerable 

three-ring circus.
 The arrival of the so-called 
“Greatest Show on Earth” is 
likely to brighten a summer 
forecast for Coney Island that 
had been looking gloomy. 
The faded amusement area is 
down to one theme park, De-
no’s Wonder Wheel, after Astro-
land closed last September.
 “Any time that someone 
wants to bring a circus to Co-
ney Island is a good time, ab-
solutely,’ said Dick Zigun, the 
founder of the incomparable 

Coney Island Circus Side-
show. 
 It is unclear how many of the 
honky-tonk shops and bars will 
reopen on the Boardwalk. The 
area’s main landowner, Thor 
Equities, is still negotiating 
rent increases with many of 
the stores, though they have 
promised to book attractions 
for vacant lots this summer, 
such as a possible flea mar-
ket on Stillwell Avenue. 
 “I don’t like Thor’s long-
term intentions for Coney Is-

land, but I welcome them to 
put up tents and bring attrac-
tions here for the summer,” Zi-
gun said, who has been criti-
cal of Thor’s $2-billion plans 
for hotels, shopping and rides 
in Coney Island. 
 The city has been under in-
creasing pressure to show that 
there will be life in Coney Is-
land this summer amid criti-
cism that the mayor’s own re-
vitalization plan for the faded 
amusement zone isn’t moving 
fast enough.

Ringling Brothers and Barnum & Bailey 
Circus looks like it’s coming to Coney Island this summer.
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In these diffi cult times, we need 
an independent, honest leader like 
Mike Bloomberg to keep New York 
moving forward.

Join Mike Bloomberg’s Team. Volunteer today.

Paid for by Bloomberg for Mayor 2009, Inc.

www.mikebloomberg.com
Volunteer today. Log on to

“  Mike Bloomberg is honest 
and he’s effective. We need 
him to stay at City Hall.”

— Paul Sternblitz, 
Brooklyn


