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By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

 Mayor Bloomberg last night 
trashed a federal proposal to 
dub the toxic Gowanus Canal 
a “Superfund site,” saying that 
such a designation would stifle 
private investment near the wa-
terway and impede the city’s 
own environmental remedia-
tion.
 Federal officials revealed 
last Wednesday that the 1.8-
mile long “Lavender Lake” 
was on track to become part 
of the program that cleans con-
taminated areas with money 
seized from parties responsi-
ble for the pollution and, to a 
lesser extent, taxpayers.
 But last night, the Bloomberg 
Administration declared its ob-
jection to the federal “Super-
fund” proposal, which was 

actually initiated by Gov. Pa-
terson.
 “Right now, we know that 
we share the same goal as Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency 
and [state] Department of En-
vironmental Conservation — 
cleaning up the Gowanus Canal 
so that its full development po-
tential can be realized,” Dan-
iel Walsh, director of the may-
or’s Office of Environmental 
Remediation, told a crowd of 
about 150 people at a public 
hearing on the Superfund des-
ignation on Tuesday night at 
PS 32 on Hoyt Street.
 Walsh’s comments met with 
catcalls, but he persisted.
 “At this point, we don’t be-
lieve that a Superfund listing 
is the best way to achieve that 
goal,” he said.
 Walsh added that placing 
the Gowanus on the Super-
fund registry of more than 
1,600 sites nationwide would 
have a “chilling effect” on the 
Bloomberg Administration’s 
residential rezoniong of the 
neighborhood — a plan that 
the mayor says would create 
$400 million of expected pri-
vate development, thousands 
of units of housing and open 
space in the previously indus-
trial neighborhood. The Super-
fund designation would also 
interfere with a $175-mil-
lion effort that would pump 
more fresh water through the 
canal and also dredge 1,000 
feet of highly polluted sedi-
ment from the channel’s bed, 
Walsh said. 
 “A Superfund designation 
could jeopardize all these 
plans,” he concluded.
 Already, that is beginning 
to appear true. 
 Toll Brothers, a national 
homebuilder, has threatened 
that it might bail out on plans 
for a 447-unit apartment com-
plex on two blocks adjacent to 
the channel and representatives 
from other potential developers 
said on Tuesday to The Brook-
lyn Paper that the Superfund 
listing would discourage fi-
nanciers from investing with 
them.
 Yet, the state insists that a 
federally led cleanup will ulti-
mately be good for the area. 
 “We’re not here to sti-
fle development,” said Rob-
ert Schick, the Department 
of Environmental Conserva-
tion’s director of bureau and 
remediation for the city. “We 
believe it will spur develop-
ment.”
 The DEC quietly applied 
in December to get the fetid 
waterway, which is the final 
resting place of heavy metals, 
PCBs, coal tar and other nasty 
industrial by-products at high 
levels, included in the Super-
fund program. 
 The DEC’s position pleased 
many people who felt that a to-
tal decontamination of the area 
ought to come before large-

Bloomy to feds: Don’t put 
Gowanus on Superfund list

Who’s on first? The Mets are, now that their new home in Queens, seen 
here on opening day this week, is open. Thankfully, Citi Field does try to live 
up to Brooklyn’s beloved and long-lost bandbox, Ebbets Field (below).
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By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

 Thugs scrawled two swas-
tikas in Carroll Park this 
week, but police are not inves-
tigating it as a hate crime. 
 Park keepers quickly 
scrubbed away the anti-Se-
mitic icons on Tuesday after 
The Brooklyn Paper notified 
officers in the 76th Precinct 
that the World War I mon-
ument in the neighborhood 
park had been defaced with 

Cops: Park swastikas ‘just graffiti’

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

 A composer is suing the 
Brooklyn Philharmonic for 
abruptly cutting short his en-
vironmentally themed sym-
phony in mid-performance at 
a concert almost five years 
ago — a show that left the 
songsmith fuming and crit-
ics appalled. 
 Composer Nathan Currier 
is suing the cash-strapped 
Brooklyn Philharmonic for 
$250,000 because it lopped 
off the climactic finish of his 
“Gaian Variations” in a bally-
hooed concert at Avery Fisher 
Hall on April 21, 2004.
 Currier claims that the 
philharmonic trimmed the 

 “Gaian Variations,” with 
orchestra, soloists, vocalists 
and dancers rhapsodizing on 
the Gaia theory that the Earth 
is a living organism, had an 
approximate running time of 
two hours and five minutes. 
But when two 20-minute in-
termissions were factored in, 
Philharmonic officials feared 
their musicians would earn 
overtime for more than three 
hours of serenading, the suit 
contends.
 The complaint, filed in 
Kings County Supreme Court 
on Monday, depicts a hasty 
and harried scene backstage 
to shorten the “contemporary 
classical” piece to avoid the 

work in order to avoid pay-
ing overtime to its unionized 
orchestra.
 “The meaning of the piece 
was utterly lost,” he griped 
to The Brooklyn Paper. 

SYM-PHONY!
Composer sues Philharmonic for 
butchering his ‘Gaia’ masterpiece

Beep’s non-profits still rake
in dollars from favored few

SUPER FUN: Everyone wants this mess of a waterway cleaned up — 
but what’s the best way to do it: federal Superfund designation or a 
locally controlled effort?
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Upper Hudson River
 Contamination of the Hudson 
was mostly confined to a 40-mile 
stretch near Albany where Gen-
eral Electric dumped more than 1.3 
million pounds of PCBs, a poten-
tial carcinogen, into the river be-
fore 1977. In 1984, the feds desig-
nated most of the river a Superfund 
site — but then spent the next 16 
years fighting to get GE to pay for 
the clean-up. In 2002, the company 
agreed to pay $750 million to re-
move the PCBs.
Result: Clean-up not finished. 
Currently slated to be done in 
2015.

 The Love Canal
 This troubled section of Niag-
ara Falls, NY actually spawned the 
Superfund legislation in 1980. The 
problems began when investigators 
noticed high levels of birth defects 
and rare cancers in the area from 
long-buried chemicals. The govern-
ment evacuated hundreds of families. 
Though some critics say there are 
lingering risks, the Environmental 
Protection Agency removed the Love 
Canal from the Superfund list in 2004 
after a $400-million cleanup. 
Result: Clean-up took 24 years, 
though it’s unclear if it fully 
worked.

Valley of the Drums
 “The Valley of the Drums,” a 
nightmarish dumpsite of more than 
17,000 chemical barrels near Lou-
isville, Kentucky, was placed on the 
Superfund list in 1983 and was de-
clared safe in 1990 — and promptly 
touted as one of the early triumphs 
of the Superfund program. But last 
year, a second, unnoticed barrel-
strewn landfill was discovered on 
the other side of a chain link fence 
ringing the original site. The site 
is currently being remediated.
Result: Mixed. First clean-up 
took seven years, but was 
incomplete.

SUPER CASE STUDIES
There’s substantial debate over whether federal Superfund designation is a good thing or a bad 
thing for a toxic site. Here are some case studies.

The Explainer

The swastikas showed up over the weekend in 
Carroll Park, but cops say it’s not a bias crime.
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Nathan Currier has 
sued the Brooklyn Phil-
harmonic for $250,000.

See SUPER on page 13 See NAZI on page 14

See SUING on page 16

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

 Not-for-profits controlled and cre-
ated by Borough President Markowitz 
continue to rake in donations from 
companies that have benefitted from 
his support of controversial proj-
ects like Atlantic Yards and 
the cruise ship terminal in 
Red Hook. 
 The Beep also contin-
ues to transfer hundreds 
of thousands of taxpayer 
dollars from his budget to 
Best of Brooklyn, a charity 
that Markowitz runs out of 
Borough Hall with staff mem-
bers who are partially on the city 
payroll.
 The appearance of ongoing cozy 
relationships between Markowitz and 
organizations with business before 
his office, which was exposed by 
The Brooklyn Paper last fall, ran-

kled government watchdogs.
 “I question why a charity needs 
to be established or controlled by a 
borough president,” said Dick Dadey, 
executive director Citizens Union. 
“They’re an inappropriate extension 

of their influence. They act 
as a quasi-campaign ac-
count for their self-promo-
tion activities that skirt 
the city’s campaign fi-
nance laws.”
    Dadey griped that 
Markowitz siphoned 
up to $500,000 from 
his own borough pres-

ident’s budget to Best of 
Brooklyn between March 

and September last year, according 
to city records. And the charity also 
accepted as much as $20,000 from 
Princess Cruise Lines, which be-
gan docking in Red Hook after the HOT UNDER THE COLLAR: Alexis Schoenberg says her 

shop lost business when Bedford Avenue was closed.
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 People have lots of questions about a proposal to make the Gowanus Canal a federal 
Superfund site, so sit back and let the Explainer learn you a thing or two:

Congress created the Superfund 
in 1980 after hazardous chemi-
cals leaked into people’s homes.

The 1.8-mile canal is a laden 
with heavy metals, PCBs, coal 
tar and other nasty sediments 
that settled on the canal’s bed af-
ter a century of intense indus-
trial use.  

The Environmental Protection 

Agency says that the private sec-
tor pays for 70 percent of all 
clean-up costs. 

Toll Brothers, which wants to 
build 447 apartments adjacent to 
the Gowanus, says that Super-
fund designation forever stigma-
tizes the site and that the clean-
up will take too long.  

He says that it will discourage 
private investment in an area he 

wants to rezone for residential 
development. He also fears that 
the EPA’s involvement will de-
lay plans to improve conditions 
in the canal. 

Proponents claim only the fed-
eral government has the man-
power and resources to clean 
the canal from head to mouth. 
They’re also skeptical of private 
developers that they say are too 
eager to make a buck to aim for 
the highest levels of cleanliness.

See MARTY PARTY on page 14

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 A summer street celebration 
that closes Bedford Avenue to 
traffic is no party for some Wil-
liamsburg business owners.
 Several local merchants are 
railing against the second annual 
“Williamsburg Walks” event, 
saying that barring cars from a 
seven-block stretch of the ave-
nue between Metropolitan Ave-
nue and North Ninth Street ev-
ery on Saturday in June and July 
cuts into their earnings.
 “Last year was devastating 
to my business,” said Alexis 
Schoenberg, the owner of the 
year-old Brooklyn Fox Lingerie 
on North Fifth Street near the 
corner of Bedford Avenue.
 “It was misguided — it did 
not help anyone,” the innerwear 
retailer said.
 Schoenberg told The Brook-
lyn Paper that her shop, which 
is in the Mini Mall building, 

 “Essentially, it was a ghost 
land,” said Henrik Toncic, one 
of the owners of Vinnie’s Piz-
zeria near the corner of North 
Ninth Street. 
 “The community was not 
aware it was going to hap-
pen,” said Toncic, who noted 
that much of his weekend busi-
ness comes from non-Williams-
burg residents who drive into 
the neighborhood.
 The pizza peddler — who 
claims he donated $500 to the 
event last year — said that he 
wouldn’t stand in the way of this 
year’s “Williamsburg Walks,” 
but he’s not banking on mak-
ing much dough.

typically does good business on 
Saturdays – even in the summer 
when customers come in droves 
for “specialty items” like strap-
less bras.
 But on the days when the 
street celebration stopped cars 
from driving down Bedford Av-
enue last year, business at skivvy 
shop was lethargic and the street 
revelers were more interested in 
passing time than pantyhose. 
 “The psyche was, ‘Let’s hang 
out and play volleyball,’” she 
said. “It really wasn’t a retail 
or consumer-related day.”
 Other business owners who 
claim they lost money during 
the festival decried “Williams-
burg Walks” for not sufficiently 
promoting the celebration. 

Merchants don’t like a car-free Bedford

MEAN
Streets

The battle for Brooklyn’s byways

City has ‘Park’ and 
ride plan: page 5

See BEDFORD on page 13

DOWNTOWN, PARK SLOPE & BAY RIDGE EDITIONS



2  AWP  April 17, 2009

 If Mick Jag-
ger thought his 
frustrations were 
bad, he should talk Mara Altman, the 27-year-old au-
thor who really can’t get no satisfaction. The Green-
point resident’s randy and comical (and anti-climactic) 
first book, “Thanks For Coming: One Young Woman’s 
Quest for an Orgasm,” was just released on Tuesday, 
a not-really-coming-of-age story that traces her re-
lationships with underperforming men, dildo-crazy 
therapists and a network of sexually satisfied friends. 
On the eve of her April 21 reading in Park Slope, she 
talked dirty with The Brooklyn Paper’s frisky (and sin-
gle) senior reporter Mike McLaughlin.IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD.

BANK
AND A BETTER

GET $100

GET $100 WHEN YOU OPEN A NEW CHASE 
CHECKINGSM ACCOUNT AND SET UP DIRECT DEPOSIT . 
Enjoy the benefi ts of FREE Account Alerts , FREE Online Bill Pay, FREE Chase MobileSM , 

a FREE Chase debit card, and FREE access to more than 14,000 Chase and WaMu 

ATMs nationwide. Plus, take advantage of Chase ExclusivesSM  where you get Better Rates, 

More Rewards, and Bigger Discounts just for being a Chase checking customer. To take 

advantage of this special offer on 04/25/09, bring this ad into the new Chase branch

location at:

MYRTLE AVE. & VANDERBILT AVE.
718.237.2351

GETTING MORE MATTERS.
SM

GRAND OPENING SPECIAL
ONE DAY ONLY
AT THE NEW CHASE BRANCH.

Compassion. Understanding. And world-class medicine through our new affiliation with
NYU Langone Medical Center. At Woodhull, we’re proud to offer better healthcare to our
family, friends and neighbors. Here, our culturally diverse and multi-lingual medical staff
provides the comfort and support you need to make the best decisions for you and your family.
Putting patients first—it’s the kind of treatment that makes everyone feel better.

W E S P E A K Y O U R L A N G U A G E

WORLD
CLASS
CARE.

SO
CLOSE TO

HOME.

The advanced care you need. The respect you deserve.

760 Broadway (at F lush ing Ave . ) , B rook lyn , NY 718.260.7855

CHECKIN’ IN WITH...

Author Altman has done that, but not been ‘there’

Mara Altman: It’s good. It’s 
kind of nice not to have a cam-
era on yourself. It’s more re-
laxed and there’s less pres-
sure. 

MA: It was part of my ca-
reer focus. I could advance 
my career and get the orgasm 
out of the way. 

MA: It’s a great thing, the 
orgasm. It’s amazing, but it’s 
not the end all be all. 

MA: There’s a lot of pres-
sure for men, in general, to 
show that they have prowess. 
There were definitely guys 
who took it as a challenge, 
who wanted to be the first. 
But for me, the stance I took 
was that it was my responsi-
bility to figure it out. 

MA: You did great. You didn’t 
seem embarrassed. 

 Mara Altman will read 
on April 21 at Barnes and 
Noble [267 Seventh Ave. 
at Sixth Street, (718) 832-
9066], 7 pm. 
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15% off your next stationery order over $150 
OR  $50 off any order over $300

We cordially invite youWe cordially invite you
to take advantage of our special limited time

offer for exclusive savings on Social Stationery

Bar/Bat Mitzvah
Wedding Showers

Weddings ~ Save the Date
Sweet Sixteen ~ Baby Showers

Personal Stationery

44 Court Street
(between Remsen & Joralemon)

(718) 625-5771
www.CourtStreetGraphics.com

93 Montague St. (at Hicks St.),  Brooklyn Heights
718-802-0900
Mon-Fri: 8:30am to 7pm | Saturday: 10am to 5pm
Sunday: 10am to 3 pm

The UPS Store®

Get a mailbox 
with benefits

Find Hidden 
Treasure  

in Brooklyn
at the

PARK SLOPE 
FLEA MARKET

PS 321 SCHOOL YARD
7th Avenue (between First & Second streets)

Open all year – Saturday & Sunday
(Weather permitting)

(718) 421-6763 

Harbor Motor Inn

Harbor Motor Inn

718 625 6800  T
718 625 0669  F

www.rollingpress.com

an environmentally-friendly
boutique print house

We Print Stuff

100% Recycled
& FSC Papers

Vegetable Inks
with Low VOCs

Chemical-Free 
CTP Production

Printed with
Wind Power

Brochures

Postcards

Catalogs

Magazines

Marketing
Collateral

Etc.

Announces its new location
at 476 Myrtle Avenue

between Washington Ave. & Hall St.

We will be open as of Saturday, Jan 17

Dr. Pamella Dendtler
Dr. Monica Johnson

CLINIC HOURS:

Closed Sun

Watch for our

 
with special 
promotions
and giveaways
in March
2009

FREE Estimate 
and in-home 
consultation

FREE Installation

FREE Delivery

DERMER
 PHARMACY & SURGICAL

 2064 Flatbush Ave. (718) 377-4900 
www.dermerpharmacy.com  (Corner Avenue P) fax: (718) 252-6050

STAIR LIFTSSTAIR LIFTS

(718) 768-9274 (WASH)  OPEN 7 DAYS 7AM-10PM 

VEGAS

555 7TH AVE
ENTER FROM 19TH ST. JUST SOUTH OF 7TH AVE.

“HIGHEST QUALITY CAR WASH,  
AT THE BEST PRICES!”

“VIP MEGA” Elite Full Service
“Extreme Jackpot” Package +

Not to be combined with any 
other offers. Expires 6/30/2009

$1846
Now Just

$30
Value

“Platinum” Express Car Wash
Includes:

Not to be combined with any 
other offers. Expires 6/30/2009

$369
$7
Value

“Extreme Jackpot” Full Service
Includes:

Not to be combined with any 
other offers. Expires 6/30/2009

$877
$13
Value
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TWO FOR THE POT
COFFEES / TEAS / SPICES & SUNDRIES
200 CLINTON ST AT ATLANTIC  7188558173

BROOKLYN FERRY 
BREAKFAST TEA

When English Breakfast Tea is ordered at 
The River Cafe, it is our elegant old school 
blend of long leaf Ceylon and Keemun that 
is served, a tea we blend daily for housholds 

throughout Brooklyn and beyond.

WE DO FENCING BIRTHDAYS! 
Parties up to 20 kids 

Group Classes
    beginner to advanced, 7 years to adults

62 Fourth St (corner of Hoyt)  (718) 522-5822
www.BrooklynFencing.com

BROOKLYN
FENCING CENTER

BROOKLYN HEIGHTS

By Aisha Gawad
for The Brooklyn Paper

 Everyone hates the parking 
meters on Montague Street 
— but what if they were cov-
ered in bright, hand-knitted 
sleeves that look like the socks 
grandma used to make?
 It’s a start.
 That’s the concept behind 
a new public art installment 
where a rogue knitter and 
her crew of local volunteers 
will wrap all 69 parking-me-
ter poles on Montague Street 
in knit sleeves on May 13.
 “People are going to be 
charmed and delighted when 
they see it,” said Chelsea 
Mauldin of the Montague 
Street Business Improvement 
District, which is commis-
sioning the installment. “It’s 
such a surprisingly beauti-
ful thing to see in a public 
space.” 
 The artist Magda Sayeg 
similarly wrapped parking 
meters in Paris in 2007 and 
even knitted a sock around an 
entire bus in Mexico City in 
2008 — and now she’s pre-
paring to knit one, purl one 
of her famed installments in 
Brooklyn Heights. 
 Local knitters have a big 

 “I’m drawn to what knit-
ters like Magda are doing 
right now — taking the tra-
ditional craft and turning it 
on its head,” she added.
 Each parking-meter sleeve 
takes approximately two or 
three hours to knit and about 
15 minutes to install onto the 
actual pole. Mauldin hopes 
all volunteers will submit 
their pieces by May 5 and 
then help the artist with the 
actual installation on the 
night of May 13.
 “We want to get all the 
sleeves installed in one eve-
ning so people will wake up 
the next morning to see all 
the meters covered in this 
wonderful, colorful surprise,” 
she said. 
 The knitted cozies will 
remain up for about four 
weeks, or until they start to 
fall apart.  
 Well, it’s a start. Now, if 
the city would eliminate all 
the meters entirely that would 
be sew good!
 To volunteer as a knit-
ter, contact the Montague 
Street Business Improve-
ment District at (718) 522-
3649. Instructions are on-
line at www.montaguebid.
com.

role to play in the final re-
sults. About a dozen showed 
up at a recent planning meet-
ing — and Mauldin is aiming 
for at least half of the sleeves 
to be produced by local vol-
unteers. That’s one busy sew-

ing circle.
 Katya Usvitsky, a knitter 
from Sunset Park said she 
heard about the project from 
a friend and “just really loved 
the concept” of a guerrilla-
style “knit-in.”

Volunteers will soon be knitting nice cozies for 
parking meter poles on Montague Street — as 
prior string fellows did in Paris last year.

CARROLL GARDENS

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 The restaurant that started 
it all on Smith Street just 
kissed Brooklyn goodbye. 
 In what could be seen as the 
biggest betrayal of Brooklyn 
since Walter O’Malley took 
the Dodgers to LaLa land, 
Patois owner Alan Harding 
has reopened his closed Smith 
Street eatery … in Manhat-
tan.
 Harding, who initially told 
The Brooklyn Paper that he 
planned to reopen the French 
eatery elsewhere in Carroll 
Gardens, now says he’s relo-
cating to Manhattan because 
the Brooklyn suburb is, get 
this, less expensive.
 “It’s too pricey [in Car-
roll Gardens],” said Harding, 
who paid $900 a month in 
rent when he opened the pi-
oneering Patois in 1997, and 
claimed that an exorbitant rent 
hike forced him to close in 

Smith St. pioneer goes to Gaphattan!

The owners of Patois, the Smith Street pioneer, 
promised to reopen in the neighborhood, but now 
have announced (horrors!) a Manhattan version.
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January.
  “The whole reason we 
opened in Brooklyn was be-
cause we couldn’t afford in 
Manhattan,” said Harding, 
who said he did search for a 
new site for Patois near the old 
spot between Douglass and 
Degraw streets. “Now Brook-
lyn is too expensive.”

 “The new space [on Mul-
berry Street] is about the same 
amount of money that we 
were paying,” added Hard-
ing, who informed the neigh-
borhood by posting a hand-
written sign in the window.
 Carroll Gardens real es-
tate brokers declined to com-
ment on whether Manhat-

tan rents could actually be 
cheaper than Smith Street — 
though they acknowledged 
that storefronts on the hip 
stretch are costly.
 For their part, locals were 
surprised to hear that Patois 
said au revoir to Brooklyn — 
for Gaphattan of all places. 
 “I’m kind of shocked,” said 
Carroll Gardens resident Tom 
Estrabrook. “You hear more 
of the city jumping ship for 
Brooklyn, not the other way 
around.”
 But Harding — who is also 
behind eateries including the 
Gowanus Yacht Club, Paci-
fico and Sweetwater — de-
fended the move and said he 
was optimistic about the new 
location near the corner of 
Broome Street.
 “I’m shooting for the 
stars with this restaurant,” 
he said of the Manhattan eat-
ery, which boasts 35 seats 
and full a bar. “I would like 
to be reviewed in the Times 
properly — no disrespect to 
your fine paper — instead 
of being written up in local 
Brooklyn fish wraps.”
 Thanks for the kind words. 
Good luck and good rid-
dance.

— with Dustin Seplow

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 Greenpoint and Wil-
liamsburg are about the get 
shorter. 
 Community Board 1 voted 
on Monday to support the 
city’s plan to cap the height 
of new developments in the 
broad inland portion of two 
neighborhoods that have been 
transformed by skyscraping 
construction.
 Last fall, the Department 
of City Planning unveiled its 
so-called “Greenpoint-Wil-
liamsburg Contextual Rezon-
ing,” which aims to establish 
height limits on new build-
ings for a 175-block stretch 
extending from Clay Street 
in the north to Maujer Street 
in the south. The plan would 
cap edifices at 50 feet on the 
narrow residential streets that 
make up 80 percent of the 
area, and 70 feet on many 
wider residential streets.
 “This is a really good proj-

Building heights will be capped in new downzoning

WILLIAMSBURG & GREENPOINT

By Dustin Seplow
for The Brooklyn Paper

 The rooster of Windsor 
Terrace has been saved!
 In other words, the sleep-
less residents of Windsor 
Place have been saved!
 Last week, a rooster mys-
teriously showed up between 
Windsor Place and 16th 
Street just off of Prospect 
Park West and did what roost-
ers did best, crowed. Quickly, 
the rooster, nicknamed Light 
Bulb by some local kids, 
became the squawk of the 
town.

 “There he was one day — 
created quite a stir,” said Al 
Pereira, who lives a couple 
blocks away.
 Yes, it was a bit of rustic 
flavor in the city  — except 
to people who didn’t like the 
cock-a-doodle-do treatment 
at 5 am.
 “I love having him, but my 
neighbors aren’t so enamored 
of the wake-up calls,” said 
Michaela Bruzzese.
 Naturally, the Park Slope 
Parents Web site was on the 
case. People posted. Help was 
offered.

WINDSOR TERRACE
 “We fed it, took care of it 
for a couple days, we tried to 
find a place for it,” said Don 
Alman, whose apartment is 
nearby.
 Through a friend, Alman 
heard of a farm upstate that 
would be willing to take the 
bird. 
 If someone could only 
catch it.
 Eventually, animal rescuer 
Sean Casey was called in, and 
last Thursday, Light Bulb was 
finally captured and sent on 
his way to a Catskills farm — 
but Casey was quick to calm 
the nerves of Light Bulb’s 
fans.
 “It’s a vegan farm, so he 
will be a pet, not dinner,” he 
said.

It took days, but Light 
Bulb has been caught!
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ect,” said Ward Dennis, chair 
of CB1’s land-use committee, 
which backed the city pro-
posal earlier this month as 
a way of mitigating the un-

seen affects of the controver-
sial 2005 rezoning that per-
mitted high-rise construction 
along the Williamsburg and 
Greenpoint waterfront.
 Supporters of the down-
zoning cited several “finger” 
buildings that stick out far 
above the mostly low-rise 
streets in the area.
 A handful of residents 
complained about minor 
points within the plan, which 
would deem a stretch of bus-
tling McGuinness Boulevard 
as a residential area, bar cer-
tain commercial uses includ-
ing second-floor retail on 
Metropolitan Avenue, and 
potentially allow new con-
struction along the eastern 
section of Grand Street to 
rise higher than new build-
ings on the western portion 
of Grand Street, which was 
rezoned last year.
 “I don’t think those caveats 
are small,” said board mem-
ber Heather Roselund, one 

of three individuals to vote 
against the rezoning. “The 
Department of City Planning 
still has some work to do.”
 Dennis dismissed Rose-
lund and her bloc’s “no” vote 
as, indeed, small.
 “This is 170 or 180 blocks 
of contextual zoning, which 
is something we have pushed 
very hard for,” he said. “If, at 
the end of the day, we have 
about 10 or 15 blocks where 
we have disagreements, I don’t 
think that’s a reason to oppose 
the whole rezoning.” 
 In the end, the nearly 
unified board approved the 
city rezoning, though it did 
it some of the objections as 
a proviso.
 The board’s vote, though 
only advisory, is the first step 
in the eight-month land-use 
review process, which now 
heads to Borough President 
Markowitz before votes by 
the Department of City Plan-
ning and the City Council. 

Supporters of a down-
zoning say it will prevent 
buildings like this.
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84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–DUMBO 
Boerum Hill–Downtown
 Three men assaulted a pe-
destrian on the corner of Myr-
tle Avenue and Jay Street on 
April 8, punching him in the 
head and back.
 The victim told cops that 
he had been walking down 
the street at 4:15 pm when 
the three men approached, 
and one pulled out a knife 
and said, “Give me your s—t. 
You don’t want me to slice 
you.”
 Before the victim could re-
spond, the thugs beat him and 
ripped his bag, containing a 
laptop, cellphone, and two 
bottles of prescription med-
ication, out of his hands.

Gunplay
 A gang of teenaged thugs 
robbed a kid at gunpoint on 
the corner of Jay and Front 
streets on April 11.
 As the victim was walking 
home from a store at 8 am, 
three teenagers surrounded 
him, and one pulled a gun 
and said, “I got a gun. Don’t 
do anything or I’ll shoot you. 
Give me your money, iPod 
and phone.”
 Unfortunately for the mug-
gers, the young victim had 
no iPod or phone, but he did 
hand over $30.

Backstabber
 A man was stabbed in an 
apparently random and un-
provoked attack on the corner 
of Prospect and Jay streets 
on April 9.
 The stabbing victim told 
cops he was walking at 1:15 
am when he felt a tugging at 
the back of his coat, followed 
by a sharp, piercing pain.
 As the victim turned 
around, he caught sight of 
the fleeing backstabber, who 
was not caught.

Inked the deal
 Three robbers stole a large 
number of printer ink car-
tridges from a Kinko’s copy 
center on Court Street on 
April 5 by distracting the 
staff.
 The gang entered the store, 
which is between Montague 
and Remsen streets, directly 
across from Borough Hall, 
at 2 pm. While two of the 
perps kept the floor staff busy 
and distracted, the third man 
entered the back room and 
grabbed 90 color cartridges, 
worth $2,935.
 All three men escaped.
 — Evan Gardner

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Level head
 A man has been arrested 
for assault after he hit an-
other guy in the head with 
a carpenter’s level on April 
7. 
 The two men had been 
arguing in an apartment on 
10th Street near Fourth Av-
enue. At around 9:30 am, the 
dispute turned violent as the 
perp picked up the valuable 
tool and bashed the victim 
on the head. 

1st-floor feast
 A bandit bashed into a 
President Street apartment 
through the ground-floor 
window on April 9 and stole 
$22,050 worth of stuff.
 The victim told cops that 
he had left his apartment, 
which is between Eighth Av-
enue and Prospect Park West, 
at around 9 am. When he re-
turned over six hours later, he 
quickly learned that an Ap-
ple computer, a Sony Playsta-
tion 3, a Nintendo Wii, lug-
gage, clothing, jewelry and 
cosmetics were gone.

Vehicle vandals
 At least five automobiles 
were stolen or broken into last 
week. Here’s the bad news:
 • A man was caught break-
ing into a 2001 Volkswagen 
parked on President Street on 
April 7. The officers noticed the 
thief drinking booze in public 
and they followed him to the 
car, which was between Sev-
enth and Eighth avenues. Cops 
moved in at around 11:20 am, 
when the drunken delinquent 
allegedly used a metal wire to 
enter the car and attempt to re-
move the airbags.
 • A 2002 Honda Civic was 
stolen from its Eighth Avenue 
parking spot on April 7. The 
victim had left her car near 
the corner of Fourth Street 
at around 10:45 am. 
 • A thug smashed through 
the window of a 2004 Lin-
coln sedan, taking eight credit 
cards, a driver’s license and 
a two-way radio on April 7. 
The victim said he had left his 
car on 14th Street at around 6 
am and returned to the spot, 
between Fifth and Sixth av-
enues, 17 hours later.
 • A thief stole a 2003 
Honda Civic from 11th Street 
between Sixth and Seventh 
avenues on April 2. The car 
had been left there at around 
3:30 pm, but it wasn’t there 
when the owner came back 
three hours later.
 • A 2004 Vespa was stolen 
from its St. Johns Place park-
ing spot between April 5 and 7. 
The victim left his fashionable 
moped between Fifth and Sixth 
avenues at around 6 pm, but 
when he came back 18 hours 
later, the little Vespa was no-
where to be found.
 — Emilia Brock

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens 

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Raider Joe’s
 A thief stole a woman’s 
wallet while she shopped at 
Trader Joe’s supermarket on 
Court Street on April 8. 
 The snatching occurred 
around 1 pm in the shop near 
the corner of Atlantic Avenue. 
The 34-year-old victim didn’t 
discover the sour crime un-
til a few minutes later, when 
she went to pay for her items. 
She lost $12 in the crime.

Catch & release
 Police caught a man sus-
pected of breaking into a car 
parked on Tompkins Place 
between Kane and Degraw 
streets on April 2. 
 The victim told police that 
she parked her 2008 Jeep at 
around 9 pm — and, sure 
enough, hours later, cops 
apprehended a man hauling 
what appeared to be stolen 
booty: a laptop computer and 
accessories, GPS system, a 
cellphone charger and a sweet 
pair of Oakley sunglasses. 
 Police returned the recov-
ered property to the 28-year-
old driver.  
 — Mike McLaughlin

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge

Burglemania
 At least two neighbor-
hood homes were burgled last 
week. Here’s a roundup:
 • On April 8, a thief broke 
into a 66th Street home, mak-
ing off with more than $15,000 
in jewelry. The 35-year-old 
resident told cops that she had 
left her house, between 13th 
and 14th avenues, at around 
noon. When she returned less 
than six hours later, she found 
her front door open and sev-
eral expensive bracelets and 
necklaces missing. 
 • On the same day, a thief 
broke into a 77th Street home 
after the owner had left for 
work at 7:30 am. When he 
returned 12 hours later to 
the home, which is between 
Fifth and Sixth avenues, he 
discovered that his laptop, 
digital camera and several 
hard drives were gone.
 — Emily Lavin

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Razor’s edge
 A knife-wielding goon 
stole a man’s cellphone near 
the corner of St. James Place 
and Greene Avenue on April 
4.
 The mugger snatched 
the mobile phone at around 
11:40 pm and scared off the 
22-year-old victim, who ini-
tially gave chase, but backed 
away when the thief bran-
dished the blade. 

No walk in park
 A teen bushwhacked a man 
strolling through Fort Greene 
Park on April 6 and stole his 
cellphone. 
 The 28-year-old victim told 
police that the young punk 
punched him in the face and 
knocked him to the ground at 
around 11:05 am near the Wil-
loughby Avenue and Wash-
ington Park entrance. The 
attacker then snatched the 
man’s cellphone and fled with 
a group of three friends. 

St. Felix cat burg
 A burglar looted a St. Felix 
Street house on April 7 while 
the resident made a brief trip 
out. 
 The thief struck between 
7:30 and 8:15 pm at the house 
near the corner of DeKalb 
Avenue. The victim, 45, told 
police that the intruder dam-
aged her front entrance and 
stole several necklaces, pairs 
of earrings, rings, a watch, a 
medic alert device and acces-
sories for her laptop. 
 — Mike McLaughlin

90TH PRECINCT
Williamsburg–Bushwick

Mein Liebherr!
 Two crooks tried to steal 
a refrigerator from an Ain-
slie Street apartment on April 
8, but a witness scared away 
the cold-handed crooks.
 The thieves snatched the 
fridge at around 9 pm from 
an unoccupied apartment be-
tween Humboldt Street and 
Bushwick Avenue that had 
been left unlocked so it could 
be shown to potential ten-
ants.
 But after the thieves 
heisted the icebox, a 32-year-
old witness realized that the 

perps were making off with 
her brother’s Stainless Steel 
Liebherr fridge, valued at 
$3,200.
 The observer shouted at 
the crooks, who fled, leav-
ing the pricey refrigerator in 
the street.

Teenage riot
 Cops nabbed three mem-
bers of a gang of seven that 
held up at least two teens 
— and attempted to rob a 
12-year-old — at the corner 
of Harrison Avenue and Bar-
tlett Street on April 7.
 The hooligans first tar-
geted two 14-year-olds who 
were playing handball at the 
corner at around 2:15 pm.
 “Do you got anything valu-
able on you?” one of the thugs 
snarled as he patted down 
the teen.
 Apparently the victim 
did not, as the mugger re-
fused to take the victim’s 
cellphone.
 The other teen wasn’t so 
lucky, and the thieves made 
off with his Sidekick cell-
phone and school ID.
 Just 90 minutes later, the 
same thugs tried to mug a 
12-year-old for his phone.
 The hoodlums grabbed 
the pre-teen and told him 
to hand over his goods.
 “Yo, chill, homeboy. 
Lemme get your phone,” 
one of the perps demanded 
as he attempted to restrain 
the under-aged victim.
 But the victim was able 
to free himself and police 
locked up three suspects, 
aged 17, 16, and 15. 

Energy scam!
 Two thugs pretending to 
work for an energy company 
snatched a laptop and $800 
from a Lorimer Street wom-
an’s apartment on April 7.
 The con-men knocked on 
her door at around 1:15 pm 
and convinced her they were 
official by showing off their 
fake identification badges. 
 “We work for the energy 
company,” said one of the 
thugs. “We can lower your 
bill.”
 While the 28-year-old vic-
tim searched her home for 
her energy bill, the crooks 
snatched the cash and the 
computer from the top of 
her dresser and fled from 
the apartment, which is be-
tween Ten Eyck and Maujer 
streets.

Senior swindled
 A criminal couple mugged 
a 73-year-old man at gunpoint 
as he walked to the bank on 

April 9.
 The male perp and his fe-
male accomplice confronted 
the victim at the corner of 
Humboldt and Grand streets 
at around 4 pm and demanded 
his cash.
 “Give me your money,” 
the male thug ordered, as 
he pulled out a black hand-
gun.
 The victim obliged, and 
forked over $100 — as well as 
his wallet, IDs, and keys. 
 — Ben Muessig

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Williamsburg

Laptop snatches
 Greenpoint burglars went 
after laptops this week, heist-
ing computers and other elec-
tronics from at least three 
residences. Here are the 
shocking details:
 • Crooks ransacked a Hu-
ron Street apartment over-
night on April 5 and took 
two laptops, a camera, DVD 
player, iPod, and speakers 
from the apartment, which 
is between Franklin Street 
and Manhattan Avenue.
 • Thieves broke into a 
Withers Street apartment on 
April 7 and took cash, televi-
sion, laptop, camera, watch, 
and rings between 11:30 am 
and 11:30 pm. The apartment 
is between Manhattan and 
Graham avenues.
 • Burglars raided a King-
sland Avenue apartment on 
April 7 — while the vic-
tim was out to dinner be-
tween 7:45 and 11:15 pm. 
Upon return, the tenant dis-
covered his laptop, camera, 
jewelry, clock, Nintendo Wii 
and video games gone from 
the residence, which is be-
tween Frost and Richardson 
streets. 

Misdirection
 A mugger pulled the old 
distraction ploy, asking a 
24-year-old woman for di-
rections before snatching her 
purse in a violent April 11 
robbery.
 The crook confronted the 
victim on Jackson Street near 
Kingsland Avenue at around 
4 am and told her he was 
lost. But before the woman 
could offer her help, the thief 
grabbed her purse and tried 
to pull it from her grasp.
 The victim held onto her 
handbag — which contained 
cash, credit cards, a camera 
and a passport — until the 
attacker kicked her in the 
stomach and dashed towards 
Woodpoint Street.
 — Ben Muessig 
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Diaspora Healthy Families  
can assist you with the care of your 

newborn by teaching you about:

• Parenting Skills
• Father to Father Mentoring

• Baby Care 
• Educational Activities

 Call James, (718) 399-0200 ext.243

Is your wife or girlfriend 
currently pregnant or do 
you have a baby less than  

3 months old and live in zip 
code 11238 or 11207? Join 

our free fatherhood 
program for you 

and your 
family.

Historic US Open Venue  
Now Offering Affordable  

New Golf Membership
Inwood Country Club has just created a very 
affordable, no-initiation Golf Membership. This 
new membership, at a cost of $7,900, is available to a 
limited number of applicants. 

Founded in 1901, and located less than 30 minutes 
from Manhattan on Jamaica Bay, Inwood has played a 
significant role in the history of golf.   It was the site of 
the 1923 U.S. Open, where Bobby Jones won his first 
major championship, and the 1921 PGA Championship, 
captured by Walter Hagen.  More recently, Inwood has 
hosted several metro area PGA championships and has 
been cited by The New York Times as one of the “15 
Best of the Best” courses on Long Island.  For those who 
love golf, the unique combination of links and parkland 
design, recently renovated by world-renowned architect 
Tom Doak, offers unequalled waterside vistas and views 
of Manhattan’s skyline.  

The new golf membership includes the use of all golf 
facilities, our world-class fitness center, and dining 
(breakfast, lunch and afternoon bar).

For details on this and other membership oportunities  
contact Heidi Chriest, Membership Director, 

516-239-2800 x186 or membership@inwoodcc.org.  
Website: www.inwoodcc.org.

$99 INITIATION AND 2 MONTHS DUES PAID AT TIME OF JOINING. MUST BE 21+ YEARS OLD WITH PHOTO ID. OFFER VALID ONLY ON THE FIRST VISIT TO THE CLUB. 
NOT ALL FACILITIES AT ALL CLUBS.

JOIN A GREAT CLUB

100% HASSLE-FREE
ONLY $99 INITIATION 

OVER 250,000 SQ.FT. OF FACILITIES: AQUATICS, SQUASH, RACQUETBALL, YOGA
GYMNASTICS, PERSONAL TRAINING, WALLYBALL, DANCE, CARDIO, SOFTBALL, BOXING
CONDITIONING CLASSES, PILATES, SPINNING, JUNIOR SPORTS, BILLIARDS, & SPA  

NO COMMITMENT – CANCEL YOUR MEMBERSHIP AT ANY TIME

THIS IS A SAVINGS OF $150 OFF OUR REGULAR ANNUAL INITIATION FEE

HURRY! OFFER ENDS APRIL 30
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A BEAUTIFUL PERSPECTIVE

1, 2 & 3 BEDROOM CONDOS 
FROM $335K

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 The wheels are in motion 
for a revolutionary, two-way 
bike lane along Prospect Park 
West that would not only aid 
cyclists but, supporters say, 
would also calm the south-
bound speedway.
 The Department of Trans-
portation unveiled the plan 
to Community Board 6 on 
Thursday night, telling the 
group that it plans to remove 
one lane from the three-lane 
throughway between Grand 
Army Plaza and Bartel Prit-
chard Square in order to make 
room for the multi-directional 
biking path alongside Pros-
pect Park.
 Very little parking would 
be lost in the deal — but one 
lane of car traffic would be 
removed.
 As a result, the cycling route 
won’t just help bikers by pro-
viding a needed two-way link 
between Park Slope and Wind-
sor Terrace, but will also ben-
efit pedestrians on the bike-
filled Prospect Park West 
sidewalk, and drivers, Trans-
portation officials said. 
 “Prospect Park West needs 
traffic calming, and it needs 
to be more accommodating to 
all users,” said Joshua Ben-
son, the agency’s bike pro-
gram coordinator. 
 Despite efforts in 2007 
to reduce traffic speeds by 
changing the timing of stop-
lights on Prospect Park West, 
more than 85 percent of driv-
ers roared down the straight-
away at speeds exceeding 39 
miles per hour last month — 
nine miles per hour above the 

Bicyclists set to go both ways
City will create two-way cycle path on Prospect Park West

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 A city plan to bar cars from 
driving out of Prospect Park 
at two key exits has excited 
cyclists and walkers — and 
infuriated a neighborhood 
group that has long clashed 
with the city over automo-
tive traffic in the landmarked 
greenspace.
 Windsor Terrace’s Com-
munity Board 7 — which has 
opposed all calls to remove 
cars from Prospect Park’s 
3.35-mile loop — is now 
irate about the planned clo-
sures of the entrance and exit 
at Third Street and the exit-
only roadway at 16th Street, 
partly because of concerns 
about traffic and partly be-
cause the group wasn’t in-
volved in the decision-mak-
ing process.
 “No one was contacted on 
this before it was a done deal,” 
said CB7 District Manager 
Jeremy Laufer, who worried 
that barring cars from enter-
ing and exiting the park at 
Third Street in Park Slope 
and exiting at 16th Street in 
Windsor Terrace could di-
rect more cars towards the 
already tumultuous round-
about at Park Circle.
 Laufer said he was miffed 
that the Department of Trans-
portation did not share its plan 
with board when the agency 
presented its proposed Park 
Circle renovations in Febru-
ary. 
 “It makes us suspicious 
that they did this on a whim,” 
he said.
 But the city maintains that 
the automotive closures won’t 
stand in the way of the agen-
cy’s plans to rehab Park Cir-
cle, and will in fact improve 
the park — where traffic is 
only permitted on week-
days from 7 to 9 am (north-
bound) and 5 to 7 pm (south-
bound).
 “The changes to Prospect 
Park will reduce conflict be-
tween motor vehicles and 
neighborhood residents cross-
ing to and from the park,” said 
Department of Transportation 
spokesman Seth Solomonow, 
who declined to elaborate on 
why the agency did not discuss 

City plan has cars 
stuck in the park
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the proposal with the board 
before making its final deci-
sion. 
 The city estimates that 
when cars are barred from 
entering and exiting at Third 
Street and exiting at 16th 
Street on April 27, the clo-
sures will divert, at most, 40 
additional vehicles per hour 
towards Park Circle.
 Cycling advocates, who 
have called for banning cars 
from the park entirely, cele-
brated the city’s decision.
 “It will be more enticing 

for pedestrians and bicyclists 
when there are no cars [us-
ing those entrances and ex-
its],” said Wiley Norvell, a 
spokesman for the Transpor-
tation Alternatives.
 But some drivers dread 
the closures.
 “People who drive through 
here [won’t] be happy because 
there will be more traffic on 
Park Circle,” a passerby told 
The Brooklyn Paper. “I used 
to drive there all the time and 
traffic was a pain as it was.” 

— with Aisha Gawad

During rush hour, cars can exit Prospect Park at 
Third Street (above) and at 16th Street. But the city 
is proposing to permanently close the exits.
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A city plan to install a two-way, protected bike lane along Prospect Park West could get cyclists off the 
wide sidewalk, while also slowing down cars on the roadway.

A city plan to install a two-way, protected bike lane along Prospect Park West could get cyclists off the wide sidewalk.
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speed limit, according to a 
Department of Transporta-
tion study.
 But by nixing one lane of 
traffic on the 49-foot wide 
street — where 58 accidents 
involving motorists, cyclists, 
and pedestrians were reported 
between 2005 and 2007 — 
the agency is confident it can 
slow drivers.
 “Prospect Park West has 
excess capacity and that al-
lows people to speed,” said 
Benson, who noted a simi-
lar phenomenon before a lane 
of vehicular traffic was re-
moved from each direction 
of Ninth Street to make room 

for a bike lane.
 “If we take away that ex-
cess capacity, that will take 
away their ability to pass, 
which almost always brings 
speeding down.”
 The design will only cost 
drivers a few parking spaces, 
according to the agency. At 
intersections, raised concrete 
islands will establish the start 
of the bike lane and provide 
refuge for pedestrians cross-
ing the street. 
 Transportation officials 
have not yet determined the 
cost of the project, which 
could begin in the late sum-
mer and be completed as 

early as September — but 
the agency estimates that it 
will be less expensive than a 
similar bike lane on Ninth Av-
enue in Manhattan that cost 
$460,000. 
 Biking advocates cele-
brated the city’s plans for the 
wide street — which activists 
have long suggested should 
be converted into a two-way 
throughway.   
 “It’s a pretty good pack-
age,” said Transportation Al-
ternatives spokesman Wiley 
Norvell. “You get safer ac-
cess to the park — and the 
chance to put in an innova-
tive bike lane in one of the 

densest cycling communities 
in the city.”
 Community Board 6 Dis-
trict Manager Craig Hammer-
man also cheered — espe-
cially because the bike lane 
will give cyclists who reach 
the terminus of the Ninth 
Street bike lane a protected 
route while they pedal to-
wards Prospect Park’s only 
bike-friendly entrances at 
Grand Army Plaza and Bar-
tel Pritchard Square.
 “This will exponentially 
increase the number of path-
ways for both recreational bi-
cyclists and commuters,” said 
Hammerman.
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To the editor,
 Perhaps the police in Carroll 
Gardens have too much free time 
on their hands (“Cops vow to look 
into ‘gay’ pizza,” April 11).
 Gay or straight, liberal or conser-
vative, young or old, Democrat or Re-
publican — who doesn’t like pizza? 
Police and judges should spend more 
time prosecuting those who com-
mit real crimes against individuals 
or property. Citizens have more to 
fear from murder, arson, rape, mug-
gings, robberies, auto and identity 
theft or home break-ins than adult 
entertainers, adult bookstores or gay 
dancers at a pizza parlor.
 What consenting adults consume, 
inhale, perform, read or view in the 
privacy of their home or private so-
cial club isn’t the  concern of gov-
ernment. Individual economic and 

 Furthermore, two-way streets 
reduce the frequency of vehicle-
pedestrian conflicts by shorten-
ing the distance that drivers need 
to travel, and, because drivers can 
get where they’re going more di-
rectly, reducing the number of 
turns. In addition, because driv-
ers would gain a second entry 
point from the south into Grand 
Army Plaza, we believe that the 
frequent gridlock, and dangerous 
obstructing of pedestrian cross-
walks at Eighth Avenue and Union 
Street, would be significantly al-
leviated.
 The 1,200 people who have 
signed our petition seem to 
agree.
 We’re actually a bit surprised 
that Ms. Melzer opposes making 
Prospect Park West two-way, since 
just two years ago, she was among 
the 2,500 people who signed the 
Park Slope Neighbors’ petition 
that helped stop DOT from turn-
ing Sixth and Seventh Avenues 
into one-way streets.
 Frankly, we think her first in-
stinct was the better one.
Paul Heller, Chase Madar, Eric 
McClure, Aaron Naparstek, 
Kimberly Neuhaus, Jeff Prant, 
Lumi Michelle Rolley
The writers are all members of 

Park Slope Neighbors.

way? No way!” April 11) oppos-
ing Park Slope Neighbors’ cam-
paign to convert Prospect Park 
West and Eighth Avenue to two-
way streets.
 We’re asking the city to change 
these streets because we believe 
strongly that converting them to 
two-way operation will make them 
safer. Speeding is epidemic on 
Prospect Park West and Eighth 
Avenue, despite traffic lights that 
are timed to limit speeds to 20 
miles per hour. 
 In fact, the Department of 
Transportation’s own survey 
last month found that the aver-
age speed on Prospect Park West 
was 39.6 miles per hour, a whop-
ping 32 percent above the posted 
30-miles-per-hour speed limit.
 Ms. Melzer believes that light 
timings and increased enforce-
ment (something we, of course, 
support) will solve the problem, 
but the police can’t be present all 
the time — and ticketing speed-
ers stops them only after they’ve 
created a dangerous situation.
 The beauty of two-way streets 
is that the street design itself slows 
traffic, without the need to rely 
on cops with radar guns, or light 
timings that do nothing to slow 
cars that are racing to avoid red 
lights.

describing the parental demand for 
charter schools more vividly than 
big-city dailies typically do (“Fort 
Greene charter school is tougher 
than Harvard,” April 11).
 More than 400 children seek-
ing just 37 available kindergar-
ten slots — that’s a higher degree 
of selectivity than exists at Har-
vard and other Ivy League insti-
tutions. 
 Of course, charter schools don’t 
resort to lotteries for the sake of 
snob appeal. In fact, they tend to 
serve more underprivileged kids 
than do regular public schools. 
They have to conduct lotteries be-
cause parents, as in Brooklyn, are 
clamoring in great numbers for 
publicly supported alternatives to 
standard public education.
 It is time for public authorities 
to stop placing caps on charters 
and let them expand to meet de-
mand.
 Robert Holland, Chicago

The writer is senior fellow for 
education policy at the Heart-

land Institute.

To the editor,
 We are writing to respond 
to Jasmine Melzer’s letter in 
last week’s print edition (“Two 

civil liberties prosper best when gov-
ernment stays out of both the bed-
room and marketplace.
 Don’t community busybodies, 
police and judges have more im-
portant issues to deal with than 
regulating what goes at your lo-
cal pizzeria?
 Larry Penner, Great Neck, NY

•  •  •
To the editor,
 I just wanted to let you know 
that I went to the “Fondle” event 
on Monday, April 13. It was a nice 
event, with no incidents, no go-
go boys and not even a grope.
 I support the host, Evan Sie-
gel, and was also glad that Buddy 
Scotto was tolarant of the event, af-
ter so many years of us tolerating 
his money-wasting schemes to clean 
the canal and redevelop the area.
 I only hope that the people of 
Carroll Gardens remember that 
Siegel is in the hospitality busi-
ness and not the hostility business. 
If we all keep that in mind, we 
should all get along rather well, 
don’t you think?
 Tom Fagan, Gowanus

 

To the editor,
 Kudos to Gersh Kuntzman for 

Send a letter
E-mail: newsroom@cnglocal.com
By mail: The Brook  lyn Paper, 
One Metrotech Center North, 
10th Floor, Brooklyn NY 11201.

 and 
include the writer’s home ad dress 
and phone number (only the writer’s 
name and neigh bor hood are pub-
lished with the letter). 

he federal government’s just-an-
nounced plan to place the Gowanus 
Canal on its Superfund list once 

again highlights the need for a clean-
up of the fetid waterway.
 Like virtually everyone in the bor-
ough, The Brooklyn Paper supports a full 
clean-up of the Gowanus Canal, a corpse 
of water that is marred by PCBs, met-
als, pesticides and even gonorrhea.
 But we have serious questions — most 
of them still unanswered — about whether 
the proposed Superfund would help.
 For one thing, the state and city are al-
ready cleaning a toxic site at the heart of 
what old-timers still call South Brooklyn. 
Though we have long called for higher 
cleanliness standards than the state is seek-
ing, local officials are at least working on 
the problem. History shows that federal 
intervention, even in the best-case sce-
nario, would not bear fruit for decades.
 Indeed, the “Superfund” is actually mis-
named. It is not a huge pile of cash sitting 
in an Environmental Protection Agency 
bank account. Superfund designation al-

velop the so-called “Public Place” site just 
to the south of the Toll Brothers site. That 
plan would add 774 units to the mix, plus 
additional open space. The Partnership, 
which includes a private developer work-
ing with the Gowanus Canal Community 
Development Corporation and the Fifth 
Avenue Committee, has said it would not 
have been interested in the site but for the 
city and state’s clean-up promise, coupled 
with a commitment from National Grid 
to pay for most of it.
 Mayor Bloomberg’s opposition to the 
federal designation  stems from his own 
agenda along the canal — to rezone it 
as a residential community. Critics say 
that his goal in the canal zone is to help 
real-estate speculators make money, but 
those developers have a strong incentive 
to clean their land, lest no one buy those 
shiny new apartments.
 It’s too soon to tell if federal involve-
ment will speed, or delay, that process. 
But the bottom line is that the land around 
the canal must be safe for human hab-
itation before anyone moves in.

lows the federal government to get pollut-
ers, past and present, to pay for the clean-
up. In the case of the Gowanus, this process 
would be mired by the fact that most of 
the pollution occurred a century ago.
 The EPA acted after Gov. Paterson 
asked it to consider the Gowanus as a 
Superfund site. But the governor, presid-
ing over an epic budget shortfall, could 
merely be trying to pawn off the toxic 
river to a higher authority — at the mo-
ment when private developers are mov-
ing ahead with plans to build and clean 
up sites along the canal.
 Toll Brothers, for example, has a rea-
sonable and, most important, city-ap-
proved plan to build 447 units, plus open 
space and esplanades.
 The city has also accepted a bid from 
the Gowanus Green Partnership to rede-

Before we build around it, the 
canal zone must be made safe 
for human habitation.

WEB CHATTER

 The biggest story on our award-winning Web site this 
week was our coverage of the federal move to place the 
Gowanus Canal on the national Superfund list. Most of 
our commenters want to see the canal cleaned up, but 
there was a considerable debate about the best way to go 
about it. Here are some excerpts: 

 If the water is toxic, isn’t the ground water nearby also toxic? 
Toll Brothers wants to build on this? I don’t get it. Who would 
want to live there? Maybe they weren’t going to tell the residents. 
Not to mention the human waste issue during heavy rain.
 Would Superfund designation solve this problem? Once again, 
who would want to live there? 
 Steve Shooman, Boerum Hill

•  •  •
 So let me understand this, refuse the fed money, give the de-
velopers tax incentives, the city will still have to clean this place 
up. Are they forgetting the deficit this state is running? 
 Where are the elected officials? I guess this is a conflict of in-
terest, they can’t oppose big donors (Toll Brothers) or go against 
the voters. This is so depressing! I hope they accept this fund. I 
hope to take a ride Venice style in a few years!

Judah Spechal, Bedford-Stuyvesant

•  •  •
 “Before OR after”?! The cleanup HAS TO HAPPEN BE-
FORE! The soil around the canal is contaminated for 50 yards 
on either side and 35 feet down. It has to go or be neutralized 
before being sealed. It’s called science.
 So did Debra Scotto recuse herself from all the discussions at 
CB6, or does conflict of interest mean nothing in the Markow-
itz-purged board? As a resident, I am outraged that she is al-
lowing herself to be used as a mouthpiece by the Toll Brothers 
PR firm! TomTom, Park Slope
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 The borough’s most sensational anti-adver-
tising activist has sold out!
 Poster Boy — who is best known for using 
glue and an X-Acto knife to subvert subway ad-
vertisements into comical juxtapositions — will 

hack apart ads at the 3rd 
Ward art space in Bush-
wick on April 24.
 But this time he’ll 
have the consent of the 
advertisers.
 Unlike the vandal’s 
famous attacks at large 
corporations like Mc-

Donalds (pictured), Poster Boy will be going 
after ads for smaller businesses that have agreed 
to go under the knife, including Dogfish Head 
Craft Brewed Ales, Harper Perennial, and the 
Brooklyn Salsa Company.
 “These brands are not the huge conglom-
erates who are really afraid of him and what 
he represents — these are people who under-
stand that Poster Boy is making their ads more 
interesting,” said Royal Young, executive edi-
tor of the Bushwick quarterly Pomp and Cir-
cumstance, which is putting on the event. 
 Poster Boy at 3rd Ward [195 Morgan 
Ave. between Stagg and Meadow streets in 
Bushwick, (718) 715-4961], April 24, 7 pm to 
midnight. Free.  — Ben Muessig

 Meet Park Slope newest residents: a cutting-
edge theater troupe that will call the neighbor-
hood home.
 The Nerve Tank the-
ater company is the first 
dramatic group to take up 
residency at the Brook-
lyn Lyceum — and the 
thespians say that their 
brand of experimental, 
interactive performance 
is right at home.
 “There are people who have been waiting for 
this kind of thing and there are people who don’t 
realize that they’ve been waiting for something 
like us,” said Nerve Tank co-founder Chance 
Muehleck.
 “Audiences will find you if you’re doing in-
teresting work,” he said.
 Interesting is just one way to describe “A Gather-
ing” — which fuses experimental theater with po-
etry as three actors hide from an unseen threat.
 Past shows have cast Nerve Tank perform-
ers inside a glass cube where they interacted 
with audience members only through cellphone 
text messages.
 Muehleck says his genre-bending troupe is 
a perfect fit for the Fourth Avenue venue. 
 “The Lyceum features opera, dance, music, 
and even batting cages,” he said. “It’ll be great 
to be the theater group in the midst of all that.” 
 The Nerve Tank’s “A Gathering” runs 
through June 18 at the Brooklyn Lyceum [227 
Fourth Ave. between Union and President 
streets in Park Slope (718) 857-4816], Thurs-
days, 8:30 pm. Tickets are $18 ($15 for stu-
dents). — Ben Muessig

By Ben Muessig  
and Heather Holland
The Brooklyn Paper

rooklyn has become flea-rid-
den — and shoppers have 
got the itch.

 Flea markets are booming 
around the borough, bringing vin-
tage wares, homemade goods — 
and thousands of bargain-hunting 
shoppers — to schoolyards, court-
yards and warehouses from New-
town Creek to the Narrows.
 And the folks behind of the 
Bohemian bazaars claim that 
the secondhand souks — which 
range from Park Slope’s mod-
est, 30-year-old flea in the PS 
321 schoolyard to the Brooklyn 
Flea’s bustling DUMBO and Fort 
Greene locations — differ from 
the tired flea markets that set up 
elsewhere in the country. 
 “Flea markets in Brooklyn 
are catering to a different kind 
of community [that’s] always on 
a lookout for something unique 
that they can make their own,” 
said Ronen Gliner, one of the or-
ganizers of Williamsburg’s Art-
ists and Fleas market. “There’s 
more of a creative spirit to the 
borough – people are either cre-
ating or recycling.”
 One thing that Brooklynites 
are creating is more flea mar-
kets. 
 Last year, the much-touted 
Brooklyn Flea almost immedi-
ately exploded into an interna-
tional phenomena after joining 
the borough’s already-crowded 
flea circus, which includes markets like 
the six-year-old Artists and Fleas, Bedford-
Stuyvesant’s eight-year-old Lewis Avenue 
Flea Market, and Carroll Gardens’ three-
year-old Brooklyn Independent Market.
 In the year since the Brooklyn Flea’s 
inception, other newly launched markets 
have carved out their own niches like the 
Fact and Fancy Gallery in Boerum Hill and 
the Bedford Avenue Flea Market on the 

border of Bedford-Stuyvesant and Clin-
ton Hill.
 This season, the borough will welcome 
at least two new markets and a number of 
offshoots of other fleas.
 In Greenwood Heights, the misnamed 
Park Slope Flea Market promises to bring 
vendors hawking tchotchkes and treasures 
to a parking lot behind an Islamic school 
beginning in May, while in Coney Island, 

the proposed Festival by the Sea is aiming 
to fill tents with antique and food sellers 
including the beloved Red Hook vendors 
every weekend this summer.
 Earlier this month, Artists and Fleas un-
veiled a “Vintage Market” in a storefront 
adjacent to its North Sixth Street space. 
The Williamsburg bazaar will launch an 
outdoor satellite market in McCarren Park 
in Greenpoint on Saturdays starting on 
May 2.
 Meanwhile, the acclaimed Brooklyn Flea 
— which boasts high-end vintage furni-
ture sellers, antiques dealers, food vend-
ers, clothiers and artisans hawking hand-
crafted wares — will reopen its popular 
outdoor market in Fort Greene’s Bishop 
Loughlin HS yard starting this Saturday, 
while continuing to operate its indoor lo-
cation on Front Street in DUMBO on Sun-
days.
 Brooklyn Flea organizer Eric Demby 

acknowledged that Brooklyn has caught the 
flea bug — but he says his market’s suc-
cess isn’t just due to recession-era penny-
pinching.
 “The Brooklyn Flea represents a real 
shift away form the mass-consumer chain-
store mentality that retail in the New York 
City has gone so far towards — and that’s 
part of what people love about it,” he 
said.
 Shoppers say they head to the fleas for 
the deals — but they also dig the markets’ 
casual vibes.
 “I love the local scene here,” said Brook-
lyn Heights resident Liz Salvi as she perused 
the booths at Brooklyn Flea’s DUMBO 
location. “There are a lot of fun, quirky 
designers — and it’s convenient to have 
them under one roof.”
 Many of the vendors say they’d much 
rather continue to sell at the flea markets 

 The theme of the Micro Museum’s new-
est exhibit, “DNA ’r Us,” is genes. But don’t 
come expecting to learn about biology when 
the show opens on April 25.
 “We already disappointed a school class,” 
said Kathleen Laziza, the curator at the mu-
seum, on Smith Street in Cobble Hill. “They 
came expecting to see a science exhibit!”
 Lesson learned; you don’t go to the Micro 
Museum to learn about Watson and Crick. But 
you might learn something more important.
 “We [collected] all kinds of interpretative 
work about how we are internally,” said Laziza. 
“It’s fascinating to see how artists interpret the 
theme — I’m noticing a lot of elegant shapes. 
All the pieces we have selected so far are very 
poetic and metamorphic.” (“Conciousness,” by  
Hisayasu Takashio, is pictured.)
 “DNA ’r US” at the Micro Museum [123 
Smith St., between Dean and Pacific streets, 
(718) 797-3116], April 25–June 20, $2. Open-
ing night tickets, $10, include two drinks.  
 — Aisha Gawad

345 Court Street (at Union Street)
718-852-5015

Open 7 days for lunch and dinner · Free Valet Parking

Visit our website: www.MarcoPoloRistorante.com

MARCO POLO
  Ristorante  

Pioneer of the fine restaurant movement in Brooklyn

DINE IN BROOKLYN
Extended Mon–Thurs, through April 30

4408 5th Ave. (bet. 44th & 45th Sts.) (718) 438-2009

Private dining room for parties

Dominican Cuisine

JUST THE RIGHT FOOD
...at just the right price

Shrimp Camara Fongo
luscious shrimp in coconut 
milk sauce, served on spiced, 
fried plantain mash

$16.95
To Top Off the Occasion, Order Food 

from Our   

of the Menu at 

718-833-8865
www.casapepe.com

85 Court Street in Downtown Brooklyn

(718) 243-0844

We Appreciate Your Business!
OVER 30 YEARS  

IN BUSINESS

Featuring Home Delivery 
within Brooklyn

®

BBQ GRILLS
Pre-season 

SALE!
Save 10% 

on all  
Weber Grills

FREE Apple Diagnostic!

Art
Supplies for
the Fine Artist,
Graphic Artist,

Student
and Children

376
7th Ave.

(bet. 11th & 12th Sts)

369-4969

7th venue

Supplies

It’s not bazaar — markets are opening up all over

If one man’s trash is really another man’s treasure, then Brooklyn’s flea markets are the best 
places to find your fortune. In our search, we found some cool items (an Egyptian-styled top 
from the 1930s, $275 at Artists and Fleas in Williamsburg), nifty decorations (how about 

some toy ships in toy bottles — $1 each at the PS 321 flea market?), and the 
downright weird (like a pair of handball gloves, still in their package, $5 at 
PS 321!). Here are a few treasures: — Ben Muessig

Does Elton know?
These vintage Pucci sunglasses — 
right out of the Captain Fantastic 
era, were $150 at the Selima Op-
tique booth at the Brooklyn Flea.

Flip for it
Packs of vintage Michael Jackson, Teen-
age Mutant Ninja Turtles and Alf trading 
cards are sold by Kings County Salvage 
at the Brooklyn Flea (three packs for $5).

Take Eames
These Eames shell chairs from the 

1970s are $75 apiece at Artists and 
Fleas in Williamsburg.

Don’t say nay
A pair of lightly 
worn leather and 
horsehair boots 
were just $75 at 
the Miss June 
D booth at the 
Brooklyn Flea.

Crate expectations
Rugged wooden Coca Cola 
boxes from the 1930s, sal-
vaged from a barn, are $40 
each at Kings County Salvage 
at the Brooklyn Flea.

Market day: Park Slope artist Jonathan Blum sold his art at the opening of the 
Brownstoner Flea market last April. 
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 Brooklyn Flea at Bishop Loughlin HS (Lafayette 
Avenue between Clermont and Vanderbilt ave-
nues in Fort Greene, www.brooklynflea.com). Sat-
urdays, 10 am to 5 pm. Vintage furniture, antiques, 
clothing, collectibles, arts and crafts, and food.
 Brooklyn Flea indoor market (76 and 81 
Front St. at Washington Street in DUMBO, www.
brooklynflea.com). Sundays, 11 am to 6 pm. Vin-
tage furniture, antiques, clothing, collectibles, 
arts and crafts, and food.
 Artists and Fleas (129 North Sixth St. be-
tween Bedford Avenue and Berry Street in Wil-
liamsburg, www.artistsandfleas.com). Weekends, 
noon to 8 pm. Emerging designers, local artisans. 
and collectors and a live DJ, vintage clothing, 
housewares, furniture.
 Artists and Fleas “Market in McCarren,” 
McCarren Park (Bedford Avenue between North 
12th and Lorimer streets in Greenpoint, www.
artistsandfleas.com). Saturdays (starting May 2), 
10 am to 6 pm. Clothing, jewelry, accessories, 
handmade crafts, art.
 Brooklyn Indie Market (Smith and Union 
streets in Carroll Garden, www.brooklynindiemar-
ket.com). Saturdays, 11 am to 7 pm; Sundays, 11 am 
to 6 pm (Saturdays only in June and July, closed in 
August). Designers, local artisans and food.
 PS 321 Flea Market, PS 321 schoolyard (Sev-
enth Avenue between First and Second streets 
in Park Slope, www.parkslopefleamarket.com). 
Weekends, 9 am to 5 pm. Oriental rugs, vintage 
clothing, furniture, jewelry, comic books, acces-
sories, bric-a-brac.
 Lewis Avenue Flea Market (Lewis Avenue 
between MacDonough and Decatur streets in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant). Saturdays (starting May 2), 
9 am to 6 pm. Handmade goods and vintage jew-
elry, clothing, antiques and furniture. 
 Park Slope Flea Market, Al-Noor School park-
ing lot (194 20th St. between Fourth and Fifth av-
enues in Greenwood Heights, www.parkslopeflea.
com). Weekends (hopefully starting in May).
 Festival by the Sea, former Astroland site 
(1000 Surf Ave. between West Eighth and West 
12th streets in Coney Island). Weekends (starting 
in mid-May). Local artisans, and food sellers.

See FLEA on page 9
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FRI, APRIL 17
SPLASH WEEK: Learn basic swimming 

and water safety skills. Free. Dodge 
YMCA [225 Atlantic Ave. between 
Court Street and Boerum Place, 
second floor in Downtown Brook-
lyn, (718) 625-3136], www.ymcanyc.
org/dodge. 

ART OPENING: ”Inspiration and Inter-
pretation,” a group show. Free. 6-9 
pm. Clay Space 1205 Gallery [1205 
Manhattan Ave. at Ash Street in 
Green point], www.clayspace1205.
com. 

ART OPENING: Artwork by Matt 
Wycoff and Ken Butler. Free. 6-9 
pm. The Hogar Collection [362 
Grand St. at Havemeyer Street 
in Williamsburg, (718) 388-5022], 
www.hogarcollection.com. 

STREB DANCE, “CATAPULT”: 
Elizabeth Streb’s high-flying dance 
troupe. $20 ($10 kids). 3 pm and 7 
pm. Streb Lab for Action Mechanics 
[51 N. First St. between Wythe and 
Kent avenues in Williamsburg, (718) 
384-6491], www.streb.org. 

 
Jonathan Miller’s production of 
Bach’s masterwork. $30-$90. 7:30 
pm. BAM Harvey Theater [651 Fulton 
St. at Rockwell Place in Fort Greene, 
(718) 636-4100], www.bam.org. 

DANCE, MERCE CUNNINGHAM 
 Legendary choreographer 

presents new work in collabora-
tion with John Paul Jones, Takehisa 
Kosugi and Sonic Youth. $25-$75. 7 
pm. Brooklyn Academy of Music [30 
Lafayette Ave. near St. Felix Street 
in Fort Greene, (718) 636-4100], 
www.bam.org. 

MUSIC, WALTER THOMPSON OR
CHESTRA: New work by Anthony 
Braxton. $20 ($15 students and se-
niors). 7:30 pm. Irondale Center [85 
S. Oxford St. at Lafayette Avenue in 
Fort Greene, (718) 488-9233], www.

bargemusic.org. 
DANCE, NEW WORK, NEW YORK: 

Contemporary work from six 
emerging New York artists. $10 
(suggested). 8 pm. Brooklyn Arts 
Exchange [421 Fifth Ave. at Eighth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 832-
0018], www.bax.org. 

SAT, APRIL 18

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
BIRDWATCHING WALK: Free. 7 am. 

Prospect Park [Enter at Ninth Street 
and Prospect Park West in Prospect 
Park], www.brooklynbirdclub.org/
trips.htm#14. 

“WILDMAN” STEVE BRILL LEADS 
HIS WILD FOOD TOUR: Reserva-
tions required. $15 ($10 children). 
11:45 am. Meet Brill at the Grand 
Army Plaza entrance to Prospect 
Park, (914) 835-2153, www.wildman-
stevebrill.com. 

DISCOVERY TOUR: Meet birds and 
other wildlife, guided by a naturalist. 
Free. 3-4 pm. Prospect Park Audu-
bon Center (see venue info above). 

PERFORMANCE
YOUTH JAZZ JAMBOREE: Students 

and adult jazz ensembles jam. 
Part of the Central Brooklyn Jazz 
Festival. $5 (suggested). 1 pm. 
Restoration Plaza [1368 Fulton 
St. at Marcy Avenue in Bedford-
Stuyvesant, (718) 636-6996], www.
restorationplaza.org. 

TALK, “JAZZ — THE WOMEN’S 
VIEWPOINT”: Panel discussion and 
performance. Part of the Central 
Brooklyn Jazz Festival. $10. 2 pm. 
Bedford Stuyvesant Restoration 
[1368 Fulton St. at Marcy Avenue in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant], www.central-
brooklynjazzconsortium.org. 

STREB DANCE, “CATAPULT”: 3 and 7 

heightsplayers.org. 
 With Khabu 

Doug Young, Stacken/Knuffke Duo 
and Bishop/Cleaver/Flood Trio. $10 
(suggested). 8 pm. IBeam Music 
Studio [168 Seventh St. between 
Second and Third avenues in Gow-
anus], ibeambrooklyn.com. 

CLASSICAL CONCERT: Works by 
Mussorgsky and Tchaikovsky. $35 
($30 seniors, $15 students). 8 pm. 
Bargemusic [Fulton Ferry Landing, 
Old Fulton Street at the East River 
in DUMBO, (718) 624-2083], www.

irondale.org. 
THEATER, “LA DIDONE”: Baroque 

opera by Francesco Cavalli, staged 
by the Wooster Group. $47.50-
$62.50. 8 pm. St. Ann’s Warehouse 
[38 Water St. at Dock Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 254-8779], www.
stannswarehouse.org. 

THEATER, “SHAKESPEARE IN HOL
LYWOOD”: Comedy. $15 ($13 
children and seniors). 8 pm. Heights 
Players [26 Willow Pl. between Jora-
lemon and State streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 237-2752], www.

WHERE TO
SUNDAY
April 19

Atticus 
onstage
Harper Lee’s gripping 
courtroom drama 
about racial injustice 
in a steamy southern 
town is brought to 
the Brooklyn stage by 
the Montana Reper-
tory Theatre as part 
of its nationally tour-
ing production. Con-
sidered a masterpiece 
of American literature, 
this story has it all: 
rape, rabid dogs, 
prison breaks, hand-
to-hand combat, and 
a reclusive man-child 
named Boo.

3 pm. “To Kill a Mocking-
bird.” Brooklyn Center 
for Performing Arts [2900 
Campus Rd. at Hillel 
Place in Flatbush, (718) 
951-4500]. $20-$30.

TUESDAY
April 21

Come now
First came Columbus. 
Then came Neil Arm-
strong. Now, Mara 
Altman takes up the 
mantle of mankind’s 
great explorers in her 
quest to reach that 
most-unattainable of 
fabled shores, the 
female orgasm. 
Tonight, Altman will 
read from her book 
about that fruitless 
journey of discovery, 
a trip that took her to 
such spots as Brook-
lyn and Bangkok, but 
never to the one 
called G.

7 pm. Mara Altman. 
Barnes & Noble [267 
Seventh Ave. at Fifth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
832-9066]. Free.

WEDNESDAY
April 22

Authors, 
authors!
Jonathan Safran Foer 
is the greatest writer 
of his generation — 
though the reclusive 
legend behind “Every-
thing is Illuminated” 
has dodged our inter-
view (and autograph!) 
requests for years. But 
tonight, he will will 
dodge our stalker edi-
tor no longer! Also on 
the bill is Said Say-
rafiezadah, whose 
memoir, “When Skate-
boards Will Be Free: A 
Memoir of a Political 
Childhood,” is making 
him a star, too.

7:30 pm. PS 107 [1301 
Eighth Ave., at 13th 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
330-9340], $15. 

SATURDAY
April 25

Vive les 
femmes!
Today is a day to 
celebrate the 
wonder of French 
women! Start with a 
screening of that 
legendary tribute to 
French lust, Eric 
Rohmer’s “Claire’s 
Knee” (pictured), 
then head for a 
reading by Mireille 
Giuliano, best known 
for her book “French 
Women Don’t Get 
Fat.” 

3 pm. Mireille Giuliano. 
PowerHouse Arena [37 
Main St. at Water Street 
in DUMBO, (718) 666-
3049]. Free; 2, 4:30, 6:50, 
and 9:15 pm. “Claire’s 
Knee.” BAM [30 Lafayette 
Ave. near St. Felix Street 
in Fort Greene, (718) 636-
4100]. $11.

SUNDAY
April 26

Beaver eats
Eat out with the Bea-
vers — the Brooklyn 
Beavers — one of the 
Borough’s premier 
women’s softball 
teams at tonight’s 
“Sample the Slope” 
fundraiser for the 
squad. With five Park 
Slope restaurants 
offering a delectable 
buffet of samples, 
live music by Stepha-
nie Rooker (pictured) 
and Devlin Miles, and 
a raffle (prizes include 
Mets tickets), you’re 
sure to have a dam 
good time!

Noon. “Sample the 
Slope.” The Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. between 
Second and Third ave-
nues in Gowanus, (718) 
643-6510]. $10.

EDITORS’ PICKS

See 9 DAYS on page 10

MON, APRIL 20

 Monthly 
meeting. 6 pm. Brooklyn Hospital 
[DeKalb Avenue at St. Felix Street in 
Fort Greene, (718) 596-5410]. 

 Economic, 
Waterfront, Community Develop-
ment and Housing committees. 
Monthly meeting. 6:30 pm. Com-
munity Board offices [250 Baltic St. 
between Court and Clinton streets 
in Cobble Hill, (718) 643-3027]. 

 Candidate for Councilman 
David Yassky’s Brooklyn Heights and 
Williamsburg seat will be on hand. 7 
pm. St. Francis College [180 Remsen 
St., between Court and Clinton streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, (917) 864 4331]. 

 Monthly 
meeting. 7 pm. Lafayette Avenue 
Presbyterian Church [85 S. Oxford 
St. at Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 875-1855]. 

 Monthly full 
board meeting. 7:15 pm. Knights of 
Columbus [1305 86th St. at 13th 
Avenue in Dyker Heights, (718) 259-

8840]. 
 

Monthly meeting. 7 pm. North Fork 
Bank [804 Manhattan Ave., at Calyer 
Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383-5298]. 

TUES, APRIL 21

 Monthly meeting. 6 pm. 
St. Francis College [180 Remsen St., 
between Court and Clinton streets in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 596-5410]. 

 
Monthly meeting. 7 pm. Brooklyn 
Borough Hall [209 Joralemon St., 
be tween Adams and Court streets in 
Downtown Brooklyn, (718) 875-6850]. 

 
Monthly meeting. 7 pm. 68th 
Precinct stationhouse [333 65th St. 
between Third and Fourth avenues 
in Bay Ridge, (718) 439-4220]. 

 
Monthly meeting. 7 pm. Lafayette Pres-

byterian Church [85 South Oxford St., 
between Lafayette and Greene ave-
nues in Fort Greene, (718) 875-6811]. 

 
Monthly meeting. 7 pm. 62nd 
Precinct stationhouse [1925 Bath 
Ave., at Bay 22nd Street in 
Bensonhurst, (718) 236-2501]. 

WED, APRIL 22

 Monthly meeting. 6 pm. 
Long Island University [1 University 
Plaza [Flatbush Avenue Extension at 
DeKalb Avenue in Downtown 
Brooklyn, (718) 596-5410]. 

 
Learn the rules about owning a bar 
or restaurant with a liquor license. 6 
pm. Community Board 6 [250 Baltic 
St., between Court and Clinton streets 
in Cobble Hill, (718) 643-3027]. 

 Youth, Human 
Services and Education committees. 
Montly meeting. 6:30 pm. Brooklyn 

Borough Hall [209 Joralemon St. 
be tween Court and Adams streets in 
Downtown Brooklyn, (718) 643-3027]. 

THURS, APRIL 23
 Landmarks 

and Land-Use Committee. Monthly 
meeting. 6:30 pm. Long Island 
College Hospital [339 Hicks St., near 
the corner of Atlantic Avenue in 
Cobble Hill, (718) 643-3027]. 

 
Marty Golden. 7:15 pm. St. Anselm’s 
School [365 83rd St. between Third 
and Fourth avenues in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 238-6044]. 

 Candidates for 
Councilman David Yassky’s Brooklyn 
Heights and Williamsburg seat and 
Bill DeBlasio’s Park Slope, Carroll 
Gardens and Windsor Terrace seat 
will be on hand. 7:30 pm. Camp 
Friendship [339 Eighth St., between 
Fifth and Sixth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 643-9219].
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By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

o, Tracy Westmoreland 
has finally gotten off his 
high Manhattan horse 

and opened a bar in Brook-
lyn — and for this, we’re sup-
posed to be thankful?
 Actually, yes. Westmore-
land, the man who turned a 
subway sub-basement into the 
best bar in the city, has finally 

brought a bit of that Siberia 
spirit to his first Brooklyn 
venture, an oddly named bar 
called “The Manhattans” on 
Washington Avenue in Pros-
pect Heights.
 Much of what made Sibe-
ria a beloved hangout in the 
early part of this century has 
been recreated on Washing-
ton Avenue. The bar itself — 
stocked with a few bottles of 
beer, Pabst Blue Ribbon on 

Impresario opens bar in Prospect Heights

was one other thing that made 
that bar so great (at least in 
the minds of all the Manhat-
tan media types who called 
it a second home): journal-
ists never paid for drinks.
 Ever.
 Unfortunately, the re-
porters-drink-free rule is 
not being followed across 
the river.
 If this is the thanks we get, 
why did Westmoreland even 
bother opening The Manhat-
tans in Brooklyn?
 “I had to open here,” he 
said. “All the coolest people 
at Siberia were from Brook-
lyn.”
 Aw, shucks. Now he’s just 
playing favorites.
 The Manhattans [769 
Washington Ave., between 
Sterling and St Johns plac-
es, no phone].

tap, and some bottom-shelf 
booze — is done up in wood 
paneling straight from a sub-
urban rec room. The front 
window is covered in news-
paper to ward off the casual 
visitor. There is no decor.
 “All the bars in Brooklyn 
look like movie sets,” West-
moreland said. “This bar is 
like an episode of ‘The Outer 
Limits’ that never aired.”
 Westmoreland, who also 

owns Bellevue and Dorothy 
in Midtown Manhattan, is a 
whiz at crafting bars out of 
spaces the could easily be 
condemned. The result is 
always a Bukowskian club-
house, the kind of place where 
the guy on the stool next to 
you could be a Pulitzer Prize-
winning poet. Or he could 
be a drunk (most likely, he 
is both).
 At Siberia, of course, there 

Dive right in: Tracy Westmoreland, that legendary Manhattan bar impressario 
behind Siberia Bar, has opened a Brooklyn outpost on Washington Avenue.

Th
e 

B
ro

o
kl

yn
 P

ap
er

 /
 J

ul
ie

 R
o

se
nb

er
g

Free Fresh Value Meal $2.00 Value 
with this ad/coupn
209 Bedford Avenue 
(North 5th Street)
Brooklyn, NY 11211
718. 384. 6610

- RADIO DISPATCH -
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

BOO278

FAMILY CAR SERVICE
24 HOURS

718-596-0688
718-596-0677
718-596-0664
718-596-1532
718-596-1248 CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

✰ ✰

than attempt to launch a re-
tail shop — especially in this 
economy.
 “I wouldn’t open a store 
if you paid me,” said Valo-
rie Bowers, who sells rescued 
milk crates from the 1940s 
($20) and trading cards from 
the early 1990s (three packs 
for $5) under the name “Kings 
County Salvage.”
 “You get a couple of thou-
sand people passing by each 
day — it’s all of the benefits 
of a store without the head-
ache,” she said.
 But that doesn’t mean that 
selling second-hand goods is 
all smiles and loveseats — in 
fact, some venders claim the 
mood can be Gothic.
 Increasing competition 
from other flea markets has 
made it harder for some sell-
ers to turn a profit — espe-
cially when flea fees can 
climb above $100 (plus the 

inevitable parking tickets 
that some vendors get while 
loading and unloading their 
wares).
 Despite the challenges of 
selling, the borough’s collec-
tors and artisans are only 
growing more interested in 
taking part, according to flea 
organizers.
 In fact, more 4,000 sellers 
have applied to take part in 
the Brooklyn Flea — which 
drew 20,000 visitors in a sin-
gle day last summer.
 And the popularity of the 
markets — coupled with the 
diversity of the vendors — has 
helped put the Brooklyn flea 
market scene on the map, ac-
cording to Jennifer Church-
Beckett, who sells high-end 
secondhand clothes under the 
name Magic Vintage at Art-
ists and Fleas.
 “This is an international 
destination,” she said. “All 
of these people from all over 
the world are coming here 
and bringing their trends — 
from Ireland to Finland to 
Michagan.”

Continued from page 7

The Brooklyn Flea’s Winter Antiques Market in 
DUMBO will become a year-round attraction.
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At our Day Camps in NYC, 
caring staff help kids 

grow in self-confidence, 
while exploring new friendships 

and the world around them.

Our Sleepaway Camps,
McAlister (ages 6-11) and 
Talcott (ages 11-15), give kids 
a world of experience just 
90 miles NW of NYC.

pm. See Friday, April 17. 
THEATER, “FUDDY MEERS”: David 

Lindsay-Abaire directs reading of his 
play. Dinner served. $18. 7:30 pm. 
Prospect Park YMCA [357 Ninth St. 
between Fifth and Sixth avenues, (718) 
768-7100]. 

 
7:30 pm.  See Friday, April 17.

 7:30 
pm. See Friday, April 17. 

 
7:30 pm. See Friday, April 17.

 8 pm. See Fri-
day, April 17. 

 8 pm. See Friday, April 17.
 Works by Schu-

bert, Mozart and Schumann. $40 ($35 
seniors, $20 students). 8 pm. Barge-
music [Fulton Ferry Landing, Old Ful-
ton Street at the East River in DUMBO, 
(718) 624-2083], www.bargemusic.org. 

 $10 ($5 students and 
seniors). 8 pm. Brooklyn Conservatory 
of Music [58 Seventh Ave. between St. 
Johns and Lincoln places in Park Slope, 
(718) 622-3300], www.bqcm.org. 

 8 
pm. See Friday, April 17.

 With the TILT 
SIXtet featuring Christopher McIntyre 
(8 pm), “Bizingas” featuring Brian Drye 
(9 pm), Joe Fiedler Trio (10 pm). $10. 8 
pm. IBeam Music Studio [168 Seventh 
St. between Second and Third avenues 
in Gowanus], ibeambrooklyn.com. 

SALES AND MARKETS
 Free. 10 am-5 pm. 

Bishop Loughlin Memorial High School 
[357 Clermont Ave. at Lafayette 
Avenue in Fort Greene], www.
brownstoner.com/brooklynflea. 

 Free. 10 am-3 pm. New 
Utrecht Reformed Church [18th Av-
enue and 84th Street in Bensonhurst, 
(718) 236-0678]. 

OTHER
 See Friday, April 17. 

 Open outdoor poetry 
reading, sponsored by the Walt Whit-
man Project. Free. Noon. Fort Greene 
Park, Richard Wright bench [Myrtle 
Avenue and Washington Park in Fort 
Greene, (718) 391-8824], www.whit-
manproject.org. 

 Lecture on encourag-
ing commitment to the community. 
Free. 1 pm. Hattie Carthan Garden 
[Marcy and Lafayette Avenues in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, (718) 638-3566], 
www.nycgovparks.org/parks/B400. 

 Author 
of “Brighter Graphite.” Free. 2 pm. 
Barnes & Noble Park Slope [267 Sev-
enth Ave. at Fifth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 832-9066]. 

 2 pm. 
Brooklyn Museum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638-5000], www.brook-
lynmuseum.org. 

 Author of 
“The Faraway War,” about a Brook-
lynite who made his mark in Cuba. 
Free. 2 pm. Brooklyn Historical Society 
[128 Pierrepont St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 222-4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

$30. 3 pm. Brooklyn Center for the 
Performing Arts at Brooklyn College 
[2900 Campus Rd. at Hillel Place 
in Flatbush, (718) 951-4500], www.
brooklyncenteronline.org. 

 Works by Schu-
bert, Mozart and Schumann. $40 ($35 
seniors, $20 students). 3 pm. Barge-
music [Fulton Ferry Landing, Old Ful-
ton Street at the East River in DUMBO, 
(718) 624-2083], www.bargemusic.org. 

 The Brooklyn 
Symphony Orchestra performs 
works by Shostakovich, Earnest 
and Arutiunian. $15 (suggested). 3 
pm. St. Ann’s Church [157 Monta-
gue Street at Clinton Street in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 707-1411], 
brooklynsymphonyorchestra.org. 

 The Lafayette Inspi-
rational Ensemble performs. Free. 4 
pm. Union Church of Bay Ridge [80th 
Street and Ridge Boulevard in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 745-0438], www.ucbr.org. 

 Choirs and instru-
mental ensembles perform. Arch-
deaconry of Brooklyn benefit for the 
Episcopal Charities of Long Island. $25 
($12 children). 4 pm. The Church of St. 
Luke & St. Matthew [520 Clinton Ave. 
between Atlantic Avenue and Fulton 
Street in Clinton Hill, (718) 756-6607]. 

 7 pm. See Fri-
day, April 17.  

 Sarah No-
veller and Julianna Barwick perform 
original scores for short films. $10. 7 
pm. The Bell House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 643-
6510], www.thebellhouseny.com. 

SALES AND MARKETS
 Free. 9 am-4 pm. Bay 

Ridge Jewish Center [405 81st St. at 
Fourth Avenue in Bay Ridge, (718) 
836-3103]. 

 See Saturday, April 18. 

OTHER
 See Friday, April 17.

 Atlantic Avenue 
merchants share their design ideas 
and eco-friendly solutions. Reserva-
tions suggested. Free. 2 pm. Gumbo 
[493 Atlantic Ave. between Nevins 
Street and Third Avenue in Boerum 
Hill, (718) 855-7808]. 

 
Nina Planck, author of “Real Food 
for Mother and Baby,” speaks about 
pregnant women and babies. Small 
bites served. Reservations suggested. 
$10. 4 pm. Get Fresh Table and Market 
[370 Fifth Ave. between Fifth and Sixth 
streets in Park Slope, (718) 360-8469], 
www.getfreshnyc.com. 

MON, APRIL 20
 Free. 7 pm. 

59th Street Church [749 59th St. be-
tween Seventh and Eighth avenues in 
Sunset Park, (718) 853-1734]. 

TUES, APRIL 21
 $5 (suggested). 

1 pm. Gumbo [493 Atlantic Ave. be-
tween Nevins Street and Third Avenue 
in Boerum Hill, (718) 855-7808]. 

 Lessons fol-
lowed by cocktails and networking. 
$50. 5 pm. Dyker Beach Golf Course 
[86th Street and Seventh Avenue in 
Dyker Heights, (718) 875-1000, ext. 
127], www.ibrooklyn.com. 

 
Presented by Amalgamated Bank. 
Free. 6:30 pm. Restoration Plaza [1368 
Fulton St. at Marcy Avenue in Bedford-
Stuyvesant, (718) 636-6996], www.
restorationplaza.org. 

 Author of 
“Thanks for Coming: One Woman’s 
Quest for an Orgasm.” Free. 7 pm. 
Barnes & Noble Park Slope [267 Sev-
enth Ave. at Fifth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 832-9066]. 

 Author of 
“Tiny Houses.” Free. 7 pm. BookCourt 
[163 Court St. between Pacific and 
Dean streets in Cobble Hill, (718) 875-

 Part of 
the exhibit honoring the Long Island 
Rail Road’s 175th Anniversary. $5 ($3 
children and seniors). 2 pm. New York 
Transit Museum [Boerum Place and 
Schermerhorn Street in Downtown 
Brooklyn], www.mta.info/mta/museum. 

 ”Recession Art” offers a 
variety of artists at accessible prices. 
Free. 6 pm. Brooklyn Artists Gym [168 
Seventh St. between Second and Third 
avenues, third floor in Gowanus, (718) 
858-9069], www.brooklynartistsgym.
com. 

SUN, APRIL 19

OUTDOORS AND TOURS

 Includes peek inside the 
Prison Ships Martyr’s Monument. 
Free. 11 am-1 pm. Fort Greene Park 
Visitor Center [Enter park at Myrtle 
Avenue and Washington Park in Fort 
Greene, (718) 723-3218]. 

 See Saturday, April 18. 

PERFORMANCE
 

$6. Noon-4 pm. Puppet’s Jazz Bar [481 
Fifth Ave. at 11th Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 499-2622], www.puppetsjazz.com. 

THEATER, “FUDDY MEERS”: 1:30 pm. 
See Saturday, April 18.

 2 pm. See Friday, April 17. 
 3 pm. See 

Friday, April 17. 
 

3 pm. See Friday, April 17. 
 

Montana Repertory Theatre’s version 
of Harper Lee’s classic novel. $20-

For more Brooklyn Nightlife  
options, see our listings at

BrooklynPaper.com/Nightlife

Ponytail plays the Music Hall of 
Williamsburg on April 25.
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To list your event in Nine Days In Brooklyn, please give us two weeks notice or more. 
Send your listing by e-mail: calendar@brooklynpaper.com; or by mail: GO Brooklyn, 
The Brooklyn Paper, One Metrotech Center, Suite 1001, Brooklyn, NY 11201. Listings 
are free and printed on a space available basis. We regret we cannot take listings over 
the phone.

Continued from page 8

See 9 DAYS on page 15
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Smartmom seeks foreign affairs

By Louise Crawford

speak more French than La 
Bagel Delight (that is French, 
isn’t it?).
 Heck, she wishes she could 
be even half as worldly as 
her friend, Best and Oldest, 
who manages to spend many 
weeks every year in Europe 
with her kids. 

Smartmom and her twin, 
Diaper Diva, traveled 
extensively when they 

were young. Her father was 
transferred to the London of-
fice of his advertising agency 
when they were 4-years-old 
and the family took a real 
ocean liner to and from Eng-
land and lived in a duplex 
near Kensington Gardens for 
six months. 
 Smartmom remembers 
trips to Buckingham Pal-
ace, the British Museum, 
St. Paul’s Cathedral, Har-
rods and a wonderful toy 
store called Henley’s. They 
even made friends with an 
adorable little English girl 
named Emma. 
 Those kind of memories 
are indelible. You never forget 
playing wedding with your 
sister at Canterbury Cathe-
dral or reading “When We 
Were Six” in a farm house 
in Scotland. 
 Sadly, trips to other parts of 
the world have not been part of 
Teen Spirit and OSFO’s child-

hood repertoire. And that, no 
surprise, makes Smartmom 
feel guilty. She wishes that 
she and her children were cit-
izens of the world; the kind 
of people, who effortlessly 
know their way around the 
airports of the world; who’s 
passports are covered in coun-
try stamps. 
 Truth be told, Teen Spirit 
and OSFO don’t even have 
passports. Which isn’t to say 
that they’re a bunch of stick-
in- the-muds. The family does 
travel to  Northern Califor-
nia to visit the family farm 
twice a year, and Hepcat did 
take Teen Spirit on that amaz-
ing cross-country road trip 
when he was 10. Highpoints 
included the Andy Warhol 
Museum in Pittsburgh, the 
Gateway Arch in St. Louis, 

to home: Work commitments. 
Making money. Not making 
enough money. 
  Initially, the main rea-
son they didn’t travel was be-
cause traveling with young 
children isn’t all that fun. 
Smartmom knows that try-
ing to do grown-up sightsee-
ing with kids under the age 
of say, 9, can be a disaster. 
Hanging out in playgrounds 
in Greece or Italy isn’t the 
point of a vacation. 
 If they wanted to do that, 
why leave the Third Street 
playground? 
  But Smartmom knows 
that where there’s a will — 
and imagination — there’s a 
way. And Smartmom’s kids 
aren’t little anymore. Lately, 
she has fantasized about get-
ting Eurail passes and tak-

ing them to the great cities 
of Europe. That’s what Hep-
cat’s mother did when he was 
a teenager, and Hepcat and his 
sister had a great time. Hepcat 
still remember the pain of the 
ingrown toenail he had when 
they were visiting the Mat-
isse Chapel in Provence. 
 OK, so now Smartmom 
is on board, but there’s one 
problem: money is low and 
anxiety is high. Smartmom 
and Hepcat, both freelanc-
ers, aren’t sure where that 
next freelance job is com-
ing from. 

So this year’s spring 
vacation is a stayca-
tion like many of the 

others. OSFO already went 
with Diaper Diva and Ducky 
to “Dora the Explorer Live! 
Search for the City of Lost 
Toys” at  Radio City Music 
Hall and there are plans to 
see the Ringling Brothers & 
Barnum and Bailey Circus 
at Madison Square Garden. 
Maybe they should schedule 
a day at the Metropolitan Mu-
seum to see the great art of 
the world. 
 It’s the next best thing to 
being there, even if it isn’t 
quite.

the Rocky 
Mountains and 
the Bonneville 
Salt Flats in 
Utah. 
 But it’s just 
not Europe or 
Asia. 
 Sure, there 
have been plenty 
of good reasons 
for staying close 

PARENTKIDS SCHOOL STYLE TEENS CAMPS MUSIC

FRI, APRIL 17
 

UniverSoul Circus. $11-
$28.50. Wollman Rink 
[Enter park at Lincoln Road 
and Ocean Avenue in Pros-
pect Park, (212) 307-7171], 
www.universoulcircus.com. 

 Storytime. 
$2.50. Moxie Spot [81 
Atlantic Ave. between 
Hicks and Henry streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
923-9710], themoxiespot.
com. 

 Green Fest. 
Live music, storytelling, 
crafts and more. New York 
Aquarium [502 Surf Ave. 
between West Eighth and 
West Fifth streets in Coney 
Island, (718) 265-3474], 
www.nyaquarium.com. 

 Family movie 
night. Free. Moxie Spot 
(see venue info above). 

SAT, APRIL 18
 Earth Day with 

arts and crafts. Free. Youth 
Resource Center, Prospect 
Park Parade Ground [Caton 
Avenue and Coney Island 
Avenue in Prospect Park], 
www.prospectpark.org. 

 Spring Egg 
Hunt. Free. Pierrepont 
Playground [Pierrepont 
Place, between Pierrepont 
and Montague streets in 
Brooklyn Heights], www.
bhplaygrounds.org. 

 Earth Day 
celebrations. Prospect Park 
Zoo [450 Flatbush Ave. at 
Ocean Avenue in Prospect 
Park, (718) 399-7339], 
www.prospectparkzoo.
com. 

 Building and 
construction fun spon-
sored by Skanska. Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant, (718) 735-4400], 
www.brooklynkids.org. 

 Play, 
“The World of the Brothers 
Grimm.” $15 ($13 children 
and seniors). Heights 
Players [26 Willow Pl. 
between Joralemon and 
State streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 237-2752], 
www.heightsplayers.org. 

 Earth Day 
Expo. Recycled art show 
and other eco info. Free. 
Habana Outpost [757 
Fulton St. in Fort Greene, 
(718) 858-9500], www.
ecoeatery.com. 

 Green Fest at 
the New York Aquarium. 
See Friday, April 17.

 
UniverSoul Circus. See 
Friday, April 17.

 Pup-
pet show, ”Aladdin and the 
Wonderful Lamp.” $8 (kids, 
$7). Puppetworks [338 
Sixth Ave., at Fourth Street 
in Park Slope, (718) 965-
3391], www.puppetworks.
org. 

 Nature Crafts. Free. 
Prospect Park Audubon 
Center [Enter park at 
Lincoln Road and Ocean 
Avenue in Prospect Park, 
(718) 287-3400], www.
prospectpark.org/audu-
bon. 

 Puppet show, 
“Two Dinosaurs Are Bet-
ter Than One.” Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant, (718) 735-4400], 
www.brooklynkids.org. 

 Learn about Brook-
lyn’s only lake, conduct 
experiments and take a 
waterfall trail tour. Free. 
Prospect Park Audubon 
Center (see venue info 
above).

SUN, APRIL 19
 Earth 

Day celebrations at the 
Prospect Park Zoo. See 
Saturday, April 18. 

 Earth Day 
Expo at Habana Outpost. 
See Saturday, April 18. 

 Green Fest at 
New York Aquarium. See 
Friday, April 17. 

 Uni-
verSoul Circus. See Friday, 
April 17. 

 “Alad-
din and the Wonderful 
Lamp.” See Saturday, 
April 18. 

 Nature Crafts. See 
Saturday, April 18.

 Learn about 
Brooklyn’s only lake. See 
Saturday, April 18. 

 Block Party 
fundraiser and museum. 
$35 ($100 for family of 
four). Brooklyn Children’s 
Museum [145 Brooklyn 
Ave. at St. Marks Avenue 

in Bedford-Stuyvesant, 
(718) 735-4400], www.
brooklynkids.org.

 BINGO/board game 
night. Free. Moxie Spot [81 
Atlantic Ave. between Hicks 
and Henry streets in Brook-
lyn Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

MON, APRIL 20
 Storytime. 

$2.50. Moxie Spot [81 
Atlantic Ave. between 
Hicks and Henry streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
923-9710], themoxiespot.
com. 

 Animated film, 
“Rikki Tikki Tavi.” Big Mov-
ies for Little Kids series. 
$6.50. Cobble Hill Cinemas 
[265 Court St. at Butler 
Street in Cobble Hill, (718) 
624-3748], bigmoviesfor-
littlekids.blogspot.com. 

TUES, APRIL 21
 

UniverSoul Circus. See 
Friday, April 17. 

 Sing Along with 
Lloyd Miller. $2.50. 
Moxie Spot [81 Atlantic 
Ave. between Hicks and 
Henry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

WED, APRIL 22
 

UniverSoul Circus. See 
Friday, April 17. 

 Green Fest at 
the New York Aquarium. 
See Friday, April 17. 

 Sidewalk 
chalk giveaway. Free. 
Micro Museum [123 Smith 
St. between Pacific and 
Dean streets in Boerum 
Hill, (718) 797-3116], www.
micromuseum.com. 

 Storytime. Moxie 
Spot. See Monday, April 
20. 

 Arab American 
Bazaar. Learn about Arab 
heritage and enjoy music, 
food and more. Free. Arab 
American Family Support 
Center [150 Court St., 3rd 
Floor in Cobble Hill, (718) 
643-8000], www.aafscny.
org. 

THURS, APRIL 23
 

UniverSoul Circus. See 
Friday, April 17.

 Dance Around with 
Nat. $2.50. Moxie Spot 
[81 Atlantic Ave. between 
Hicks and Henry streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
923-9710], themoxiespot.
com. 

 Sidewalk 
chalk giveaway. See 
Wednesday, April 22. 

 Nintendo Wii night. 
Free. Moxie Spot [81 Atlan-
tic Ave. between Hicks and 
Henry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

FRI, APRIL 24
 Bilingual cre-

ative movement with Marion 
Ramirez. $20 per family. 
Brooklyn Arts Exchange 
[421 Fifth Ave. at Eighth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
832-0018], www.bax.org. 

 
UniverSoul Circus. See 
Friday, April 17. 

 Storytime. 
Moxie Spot. See Monday, 
April 20. 

 Sidewalk 
chalk giveaway. See 
Wednesday, April 22. 

 Family movie 
night. Free. Moxie Spot 
(see venue info above). 

SAT, APRIL 25
 

“Celebrate Earth!” festival. 
Brooklyn Children’s 
Museum [145 Brooklyn 
Ave. at St. Marks Avenue 
in Bedford-Stuyvesant, 
(718) 735-4400], www.
brooklynkids.org. 

 Author 
Gail Carson Levine will 
read and offer advice to 
young writers (ages 8–12). 
Includes brunch. $22 ($17 
for children). BAM Café [30 
Lafayette Ave. at Ashland 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
230-4100], www.bam.org. 

 Learn 
about rain. Brooklyn Chil-
dren’s Museum (see venue 
info above). 

 Uni-
verSoul Circus. See Friday, 
April 17. 

 Arbor Day 
events. Free. Prospect Park 
Audubon Center [Enter 
park at Lincoln Road and 
Ocean Avenue in Prospect 
Park, (718) 287-3400], 
www.prospectpark.org/
audubon. 

FAMILY CALENDAR

To list your event, visit: BrooklynPaper.com/events/submit

• Variety of programs for 
campers ages 3 1/2 to 14                                    

• Safe, fun, stimulating 
environment      

• Stable, talented and commit-
ted leadership team and staff 
who relate well to children                                

• Fabulous elective periods 
for concentration in arts and 
sports     

• Very flexible registration; 
extra long season and 
accomodating hours 

Open house dates
Sundays, April 26 & May 17 

339 Eighth Street  
at Sixth Avenue

Presentations begin  
at 2pm & 3pm.

spring 
Mini Camp

April 9-10 & 13-17
7 days of trips & activities 

based in Park Slope.

PARK SLOPE   •   WINDSOR TERRACE   •   BAY RIDGE

Our Camp

718 788-PSDC (7732)  •  www.parkslopedaycamp.com

• Free morning transpor tation 
from most Brownstone Brooklyn 
neighborhoods    

• Door to door transportation 
available from most other  
Brooklyn locations     

• Established 1992 

Contact Us
For more information,  
call: 718-788-PSDC (7732)  
or visit our website:  
www.parkslopedaycamp.com

Physically active, nature 
oriented & outdoors every day!

DAILY TRIPS
Ages 4½ – 11

Flexible Schedule

3, 4, 5 or 6 Week Sessions

3, 4 or 5 Days a Week

Early Drop Off & 
Late Pick Up Available

Located in Park Slope
(718) 768-6419

www.KimsKidsCamp.com

Our eight-week program for kids 2 to 10 teaches 
essential kitchen skills and techniques. Kids learn 

how to measure, sift, mix, whip, cut, 
grate and knead, as they prepare 
wholesome and delicious foods from 
around the world.

Classes meet at The Moxie Spot
81 Atlantic Ave, Brooklyn Heights
To register, call Jane at  
(718) 797-0029
www.kidscookbrooklyn.com

I s it spring break already? 
Wasn’t winter break, like, 
two minutes ago? Smart-

mom and OSFO just got back 
from Crystal Springs Spa in 
New Jersey — and who has 
the money to spend on an-
other vacation? 
 Even a one-day one in New 
Jersey! 
 Despite endless talk of 
dark economic times, Smart-
mom has heard about quite 
a few people going on vaca-
tion to exotic places. 
 How do people do it? Ca-
ribbean cruises? Beach re-
sorts in Puerto Rico and Can-
cun? Quick jaunts to Paris 

with three children?
 Is it those Frequent Flyer 
miles that Smartmom can 
never get her act together 
about, or do other people just 
have money in Ponzi-proof 
brokerage accounts that en-
able them give their children 
those great, jealousy-provok-
ing vacations? 
 Smartmom wishes she 
could give her kids that kind 
of life. It would be nice to 
get out of Brooklyn every 
now and again so that they 
could go to the real Grand 
Canyon instead of the ham-
burger joint on Seventh Av-
enue. Or they could learn to 

Huggs Day Camp

 When Randie Bader and Gary Siegel opened up Huggs 
Day School in Park Slope in 1986, Bader was bring-
ing her own toddler and walking to work. Now the pre-
school boasts 144 students, ages 2 to 5 years, and 70 
years of early childhood education between the partners. 
 Originally opened in Manhattan in 1982, Bader and Sie-
gel found a family friendly location — and a large yard — 
at 763 President St., between Sixth and Seventh avenues, 
and started with two classrooms.
 Though it’s since been expanded to four rooms, the set-
ting remains intimate so all the teachers and directors get 
to know all the kids and their parents.
 “What sets Huggs apart is our personal touch,” Bader says. 
“Everyone who comes here must feel that Huggs is a really 
great place to be. The child’s well-being always comes first.. 
Our teachers make a point of telling parents which kids their 
child is paying with, so they can set up playdates. That’s 
the kind of interactions you can expect from our school.” 
 The larger goals of the school — building self-esteem, 
socialization, developing a lifelong love of learning — have 
also remained constant over the years.
 “Our reputation precedes us,” Bader says. “Most of the 
parents who consider the school have heard about Huggs from 
their neighbors, or know kids who went through our program.” 
 Bader and Siegel also work closely with parents are their 
children make the transition from preschool to kindergar-
ten.
 “We hold the parents’ hands as they go through the pro-
cess of figuring out where their child should be going next,” 
Bader says.
 Huggs Day School [763 President St., between Sixth 
and Seventh avenues in Park Slope, (718) 230-5255]. 
Huggs also offers a six-week summer program from mid-
June through July.

Huggs Day Camp 
is hugging back

763 President St.  718-230-5255

DAY SCHOOL, INC.

SUMMER AT

COME JOIN IN THE FUN!

A professional staff provides a warm stimulating 
environment for your child 2.3 – 5 years old

2, 3, 4, or 5 mornings, afternoons or full days.

A13

Childcare
Housekeeping

Companionship
Let Willing Hands 

Guide You
www.willinghands.biz

(347) 295-3348
Licensed & Bonded

CHILDCARE

“Two Dinosaurs are Better than One” will be 
performed on Saturday, April 18 at the Brook-
lyn Children’s Museum.

Family 
Classifieds
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Broadway star Bernadette Peters and Brooklyn’s 
chief bulldog, District Attorney Charles Hynes, 
journeyed to an animal shelter in Williamsburg on 
Tuesday to praise three Brooklyn organizations 
battling cruelty (it is “Animal Abuse Awareness 
Month,” you know). The rescued pets wagged 
their tails and appeared happy to meet the singer 
and DA, but some barked in complaint that Bo 
Obama was not on hand.
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ASSEMBLYMAN RUBÉN DÍAZ, JR.  
& COUNCILMAN ROBERT JACKSON 

Learn NY and our grassroots 
coalition of more than 50 
community groups would 
like to thank        Assembly-
man Rubén Díaz Jr. and 
Councilman Robert Jackson 
for holding a workshop on 

mayoral control at the 22nd 
annual Somos El Futuro 
spring conference in Al-
bany. Nearly 100 parents 
and youth supporting may-
oral control joined Learn NY 
in coming from New York 

City to voice their support 
for renewing the law and to 
thank legislators for enact-
ing it in 2002. Because of 
the courageous work of the 
State Legislature, we now 
have mayoral control of our 

schools, with real account-
ability.  We are finally mak-
ing progress. 

LEARN-NY ALSO THANKS THE GRASSROOTS COALITION COMMITTED TO PROVIDING NYC’S CHILDREN WITH A QUALITY EDUCATION 

“I was proud to participate on the Somos panel.  Since mayoral 
control was enacted, improving our schools and giving our chil-
dren the skills they need to succeed is now a priority. That wasn’t 
so before 2002. It’s essential that we renew mayoral control so 
we keep making progress.” 

Sarah Calderon 
Executive Director, Casita Maria Center for Arts and Education 

“There’s no doubt in my mind that things are better in my kids’ 
schools since Mayoral Control. We absolutely need to keep the 
ball moving forward, keep making reforms, and keep accountabil-
ity in the system.” 

Madeline Martinez 
Bronx parent  

(Three children in P.S./MS 279, and one in P.S. 236) 

“SOMOS was a great opportunity to discuss mayoral control of NYC 
schools. With mayoral control, accountability has replaced deni-
ability, and the education of our children is the only priority 
throughout the school system.” 

Frank Sobrino 
Director of External Affairs, ASPIRA 

COALITION MEMBERS: Abyssinian Baptist Church, Achievement First, ASPIRA, Audubon Partnership, Beginning 
with Children Foundation, Bronx Clergy Task Force, Caribbean American Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Ca-
sita Maria Center for Arts and Education, Center for Educational Innovation – Public Education Association (CEI-
PEA), Centro Civico Cultural Dominicano, Children for Children, Children’s Museum of Manhattan, City Year New 
York, Civic Builders, Common Good, Community Association of Progressive Dominicans (ACDP), Computers for 
Youth, Council of African Imams, Crown Heights Youth Collective, East Harlem Tutorial Program, Explore Charter 
Schools, Fordham University, Ghetto Film School, Good Shepherd Services, Groundwork Inc., Harlem Children's 
Zone, Harlem RBI, “I Have A Dream” Foundation/“I Have A Dream” Foundation – NY Metro, IMPACT Coalition, Is-
lamic Circle of North America, Juan Pablo Duarte Foundation, Learning Leaders, Lincoln Center Institute, Malcolm 
Shabaz Mosque, MOUSE, Muslim Center of New York, My Time Inc., National Foundation for Teaching Entrepre-
neurship, NYC Charter School Center, Orthodox Union, Outward Bound of New York, Padres Abogando Por Los Ni-
nos, Partnership for After School Education (PASE), Partnership with Children, Pastor Demetrius Carolina, Publi-
color, Ridgewood Bushwick Youth Center, Turkish American Multicultural Educational Foundation, Turnaround, 
Uncommon Schools, United African Congress, Urban Assembly, Woodhaven Residents Block Association, YMCA of 
Greater New York and Young Women's Leadership Network.   
PARTNER ORGANIZATIONS: Hispanic Federation, Asian American Federation, Black Equity Alliance 
 

JOIN PARENTS FROM ACROSS THE CITY AS WE WORK TO RENEW MAY-

ORAL CONTROL.  FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 212.674.7770 OR 
VISIT US ONLINE AT LEARN-NY.ORG.  

LEARN NY BOARD: Geoffrey Canada (President and CEO, Harlem Children's 
Zone),  Rossana Rosado (Publisher and CEO, El Diario/La Prensa), Reverend  
Dr. Calvin O. Butts, III (Pastor, Abyssinian Baptist Church and President, SUNY 
College at Old Westbury),  Sister Paulette LoMonaco (Executive Director, 
Good Shepherd Services). 

“It was great for me as a parent to go to the SOMOS panel on 
mayoral control.  We cannot divide authority.  One person needs 
to be accountable for our schools.  Now, the Legislature just has 
to make sure to renew the law this June.”  

Julio Nunez 
Manhattan Parent  

(Two children in P.S. 28 and one in M.S. 328) 

Frank Sobrino of ASPIRA testifies at SOMOS (L), the Nunez twins took part (Center). The workshop was made possible through the efforts of Assemblyman, Ruben Diaz, Jr. (R). 
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 Kiddie Korner is opening a second location in 
Brooklyn Heights on Montague Street at Clinton 
Street. Five beautiful, newly renovated and furnished 
classrooms will house a total of 56 children, ages 2 
months to 3 years.
 “Spaces are filling up quickly because the re-
sponse from the neighborhood is tremendous,” said 
Director Shternie Raskin. “Everyone is happy to see 
a quality day-care center opening up in a prime lo-
cation with such easy access to public transporta-
tion.”
 Though the center is run by Orthodox Jews, chil-
dren from all denominations, cultures and ethnici-
ties are welcome.
 The original Kiddie Korner remains in Congrega-
tion B’nai Avraham [117 Remsen St., between Henry 
and Clinton streets, (718) 596-4840 x25]. Prices, 
programs and additional information are posted at 
www.kiddiekorner.org.

 Mayor Bloomberg, Sanitation Commissioner John 
Doherty and Waste Management of New York an-
nounced recently that the city has taken the next 
step in implementing its historic Solid Waste Man-
agement Plan by exporting North Brooklyn’s resi-
dential and municipal solid waste by rail instead of 
trucks.
 Rail cars will export waste using a newly re-de-
signed transfer station. The Solid Waste Management 
Plan establishes a cost-effective, equitable and envi-
ronmentally sound system for managing the city’s 
waste for the next 20 years, and it is a key part of 
the city’s effort to improve air quality, cut traffic, 
and reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
 “By exporting 950 tons of residential and munic-
ipal waste per day by rail, we’re eliminating more 
than 40 long haul tractor trailer trips each day — 
or about 13,000 trips per year,” said Bloomberg.
 For information, contact George McGrath at (212) 
354-5588.

 The federal Environmental Protection Agency 
recognizes iStoreGreen, the first Green Self-Storage 
Space in the country, as a leading purchaser of re-
newable energy, the agency  announced last week.
 Formerly known as Hall Street Storage in Fort 
Greene, iStoreGreen offerns all kinds if storage spaces 
for residents and businesses.
 iStoreGreen purchases more than one million kilo-
watt-hours of green power annually, equivalent to 
avoiding the carbon dioxide emissions of nearly 150 
passenger vehicles cars a year.
 “It is a huge honor to be recognized by EPA,” 
said iStoreGreen owner Jeffrey Sitt.  “Purchasing 
green power not only allows sustainability for our 
company and is an important choice in reducing cli-
mate risk. but is also a sound business decision.”
 He hopes the company’s commitment will inspire 
other businesses to purchas renewable energy.
 The energy, which includes solar, wind, and bio-
mass power, is acquired through Constellation New 
Energy. The purchase is certified by Green-E, the 
leading certification program in the country for re-
newable energy.
 iStoreGreen has also became a model for show-
ing that living green can in fact save green, with 
rates that are at least 50 percent lower than Man-
hattan self-storage spaces, and less than its Brook-
lyn neighbors.
 iStoreGreen [12 Hall St. at Park Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 855-4477]. For info, visit www.istore-
green.com.

BUSINESS BRIEFS

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
 Gay marriage is once again making headlines, thanks to last week’s vote by 
lawmakers in Vermont, a northern state, to allow gay couples to take the ultimate 
plunge. The New York State Assembly has passed such a bill before, and now Gov. 
Paterson says he’ll fight to make gay marriage legal. But in years past, the state 
Senate has always balked. So in our new “Where are they now?” feature, we asked 
your local state senator how he or she will vote when it comes up again: 

(D–Fort Greene)
I fully support legislation to 
render all gender-specific 
[marriage] language gen-
der-neutral, thus affording 
same-sex couples the iden-
tical opportunity, the identical freedom, to 
contract civil marriages in the same way as 
opposite-sex couples do currently. I believe 
that no legal status, no rights, no benefits, 
no privileges, and no protections relating to 
marriage should differ based upon the gen-
der of the parties involved. The unfairness in-
herent in depriving same-sex couples of this 
fundamental justice undermines the stabil-
ity of family relationships, creates in every 
sense a second-class citizenry.

(D–Greenpoint-
Williamsburg)
If the bill came out of com-
mittee and on to the floor, I 
would vote for it. It’s a civil 
rights issue. If two people 
want to get married it’s their choice. As leg-
islators, I don’t think it’s our place to hinder 
that personal decision.

 
(D–Bay Ridge)
I was a co-sponsor of a 
similar bill last year and 
would likely support it this 
year. The government’s 
role is not to sanction re-
lationships, otherwise we could justify de-
nying marriage rights for many unfit couples 
of whatever orientation. The government’s 
role is to administer contractual rights be-
tween two people that choose to spend their 
lives together. Same-sex couples who are de-

nied the right to marry are also denied hun-
dreds of protections, including hospital visi-
tations, Social Security benefits, or even the 
right to live with their loved ones in a nurs-
ing home. It is only just to extend these ba-
sic rights to all families.

(R–Bay Ridge)
I would vote against [the] 
bill if reintroduced to al-
low gay marriage in New 
York State. I remain op-
posed to the legalization 
of gay marriage and believes that marriage 
is that between a man and a woman.

(D–Park Slope)
I have always co-spon-
sored this and have always 
believed in it. I am look-
ing forward to co-spon-
soring any legislation Tom Duane puts for-
ward. And I will do whatever Tom Duane 
requests of her on this.

(D–Brooklyn Heights)
I support gay marriage 
and will support the bill. 
And I will push for its pas-
sage as hard as I can. To 
me, it is a basic civil rights 
issue. It’s a question of equality and fair-
ness. There are 1,300 rights that you can 
not get outside of marriage, such as hos-
pital visiting rights, next of kin rights, etc. 
Religious institutions can still define mar-
riage they way they wish, but if there is to 
be a civil component, that means we should 
not have a two-tiered system.

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

 Disgraced former Rep. Vito Fossella has 
abandoned his appeal of last year’s drunk-
driving conviction in a Virginia court and 
will likely begin a five-day sentence be-
hind bars this weekend. 
 Fossella fought for months to stay out 
of jail after last year’s drunk-driving arrest 
and conviction in suburban Virginia. The 
former Bay Ridge Republican withdrew 
his appeal on Tuesday when he entered a 
guilty plea.
 Fossella’s lawyer said the change of heart 
came as a result of the attention generated 
by the recent death of Los Angeles Angels 
pitcher Nick Adenhart, killed by a drunk 
driver on April 9. 
 “There was a lot of publicity about Nick 
Adenhart,” Fossella’s attorney Jerry Phil-
lips told the Daily News. “It placed his case 
in an atmosphere where a lot of emotion 
was involved.”

 Drunk-driving convictions in Virginia 
carry a mandatory five day sentence, but 
Fossella has “credit for one-day served,” 
the News reported. 
 Fossella’s plunge from star congress-
man to convict began after an afternoon 
and evening of drinking in a Washington, 
D.C. bar last May. The former one time ris-
ing star then got in a car and was pulled 
over by cops in the Virginia suburbs after 
driving erratically.
 The arresting officer said Fossella was so 
drunk that he could not recite the alphabet 
and that his blood alcohol level was 0.17.
 But that wasn’t all; the arrest led to the 
revelation that Fossella not only had a mis-
tress, but that he had a daughter with her.
 Fossella was convicted in December and 
ordered to spend five days in the slammer, 
but the case was on appeal until Monday 
morning’s reversal.
 Fossella’s seat in the House of Repre-
sentatives is now occupied by Mike Mc-
Mahon, a Democrat.

Disgraced ex-congressman finally admits it

Former Rep. Vito Fossella finally stopped deny-
ing the truth and pleaded guilty to a drunk driving 
charge this week.
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By Dustin Seplow
for The Brooklyn Paper

 The Greene Grape, a Fulton Street 
wine shop was just named New York 
Wine and Spirit Retailer of the Year.
 How did the owners of the Fort 
Greene store do it? They sold a lot 
of New York wine.
 Yes, nowadays you get an award 
for that — not a booby prize — be-
cause New York wines aren’t just 
for church picnics any more.
 “Finger Lakes Rieslings are com-

parable to the German Rieslings — 
which are the gold standard,” said 
Amy Bennett, the store’s owner. “And 
I’m not just whistling Dixie.”
 Yet despite their growing renown, 
New York wines are still affordable, 
Bennett said. Many Empire State 
vintages start under $10. And you 
can get an Atwater for $11!
 To help spread the word, the Greene 
Grape offers “the New York Cork 
Club,” sending members two New 
York-made bottles every month. March 

selections were a Bedell Cellars Merlot 
from Long Island and an Anthony Road 
Specialty Riesling from upstate.
 Alie Shaper, president of Brook-
lyn Oenology, the Greenpoint win-
ery, said she wasn’t surprised that the 
New York Wine and Grape Foun-
dation honored Bennett.
 “I’m super happy because the 
Greene Grape was one of our first 
partners,” she said. “People are fi-
nally recognizing what a quality 
wine region New York is.”

 The Greene Grape has carried 
Brooklyn Oenology since the win-
ery filled its first bottle (yes, in 
Greenpoint!) with Long Island-
grown grapes in 2005.
 Sample local wines at the 
Greene Grape [765 Fulton St., be-
tween South Portland and South 
Oxford streets in Fort Greene, 
(718) 233-2700] on Saturday, April 
18. Pure Vodka, which is distilled 
upstate, and Brooklyn Oenology 
will be pouring.

‘Grape’ wins statewide award for supporting local wineries

20p10.031
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We’ll Lend You a Hand
and Save You Money.

Manhattan Support Office:
Garden City Branch:

Brooklyn Branch:

Shopping For A Mortgage?

Call Us Today Toll-Free at 1-800-996-0213
Mark McAfee Lori Boes

Apply today and get 
a great mortgage rate!

15-Year Fixed*

4.50%      4.56%
$7.65 cost per thousand

Rate APR

$5.44 cost per thousand

7/1 ARM (30-Year Term)*

5.125%      5.13%
Rate APR

ART EXHIBIT & SALE
Friday, April 24th 5 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Saturday, April 25th 11 a.m. - 7 p.m.

SATURDAY ART AUCTION @ 2 P.M.
Sunday, April 26th 11 a.m. - 6 p.m.

CRAFT FAIR
Saturday, April 25th 11 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sunday, April 26th 11 a.m. - 5 p.m.

The Parish Hall Of The Lutheran Church Of The Good Shepherd

 
NY Times 

Fri @ 7
Sat @ 3&7
Sun @ 3

$20 Adults
$10 Kids
51 North 1st Street, Brookyn, NY 11211
tix : 212-352-3101  or www.streb.org

scale development, like Toll 
Brothers’ plans just south of 
the Carroll Street bridge, as 
well as a stalled Whole Foods 
proposed for Third Avenue 
and Third Street. 
 “The argument we heard 
for so long was from forces 
pushing for development that 
the only way to clean the ca-
nal was to build alongside the 
Gowanus. Now we see that’s 
no longer the case,” said Eric 
McClure, a member of Park 
Slope Neighbors. 
 Yet the proposal has driven 
a wedge through the com-
munity, too. Many attend-
ees echoed McClure’s sup-
port the Superfund bid, but 
there was a strong resistance 
from organized labor, which 
does not want construction 
work to evaporate. Others 
worried that the value of 
their homes in the canal zone 
might actually drop because 
of the so-called “Superfund 
Stigma.” 
 The EPA-led Superfund 

Continued from page 1

SUPER CLEAN-UP...

program would be another 
government orchestrated ef-
fort to improve conditions in 
and around the canal. The city 
already has plans for reno-
vating the canal’s pumping 
station and flushing tunnel. 
Meanwhile, the state over-
sees three brownfield sites on 
nearby dry land where Na-
tional Grid, the gas utility, 
is eliminating underground 

sludge from previous gas 
plants that leak into the ca-
nal. 

 Representatives from the 
EPA said its work, which 
would begin with an evalu-
ation of the waterway’s con-
ditions and feasibility study, 
can compliment rather than 
complicate the landscape.
 “The only way this site is 
ever going to be cleaned up is 
by becoming a federal Super-
fund site,” said Walter Mug-
dan, the EPA’s director of emer-
gency and remedial response, 
to a round of applause. 
 Few details emerged about 
the cost or timeline of puri-
fying the sluice. 
 “Timing will be slower 
than a lot of you might want, 
but it will be faster than many 
of you might fear,” said Mug-
dan.

 “I’d like to see it happen and I’d like to see it improve, 
but if I was talking just as someone who looks at numbers, 
I’d say I didn’t want it to happen anymore,” Toncic said.
 Even some Bedford Avenue residents scorned the street 
fair, including a Brooklyn Paper commenter who left this 
screed on last week’s story about the return of “Williams-
burg Walks.”
 “I live right on Bedford. Hate hate hate hate hate this 
idea,” wrote the poster, who gave his name as Lee. “This 
idea is so much about bringing $$ to the businesses that line 
the street, and very little about the people (like me) who 
live on the street. I’m really tired of people treating Bed-
ford Avenue like a free-for-all. At the very least, they could 
take turns and close off other streets once in a while.
 But not everyone on Bedford Avenue opposes the proj-
ect.
 When The Brooklyn Paper reported on the return of the 
festivities last week, shop owners overwhelmingly said that 
they supported the project.
 And event organizer Michael Freedman Schnapp of the 
group Neighbors Allied for Good Growth — which was 
not one of the main planners behind last year’s event — 
told The Brooklyn Paper that “Williamsburg Walks” is 
supposed to benefit the entire neighborhood, including the 
merchants.
 “The question is not whether or not to shut down the 
event because some businesses might be complaining. The 
question is what can we do to help those businesses?” said 
Freedman Schnapp, who noted that his group is open to 
discussing ways to improve the event with any Williams-
burg businesses.
 Unlike last year’s “Williamsburg Walks,” which were 
mostly devoid of programming, the organizers say they 
will try to entice passersby to stay at the street festival 
with events including children’s exercise lessons and bicy-
cle safety tutorials.
 Organizers will discuss “Williamsburg Walks” at the 
Swingin’ 60s Senior Center [211 Ainslie St. at Manhattan Av-
enue in Williamsburg, (718) 384-2248] on April 27 at 7 pm.

VERY SLICK: The Gowanus Canal may soon be-
come a federal Superfund site.
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Continued from page 1

BEDFORD...

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

 First, Baldev Duggal was a 
photographic innovator, now 
he’s a green revolutionary.
 The Indian immigrant, op-
erating in the Brooklyn Navy 
Yard, has invented a wind- 
and solar-power streetlight 
called the Lumi-Solair which 
runs completely free of fos-
sil-fuel-generated electricity 
and will save the Navy Yard 
hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars.
 Not only that, Duggal says, 
but the glow from the pollu-
tion-free lights actually make 
people look better.
 “I don’t want to just make 
it happen, I want to make it 
beautiful,” said Duggal, who’s 
best known to generations of 
photo buffs for his Duggal Vi-
sual Arts, the film process-
ing company he founded in 
1961.
  Conventional lights with 

Truth,’ and that got to me,” 
said the hepcat. “Life has 
been good to me, but it’s 
time for me to make a con-
tribution.” 
 But there’s some self-in-
terest in saving the planet one 
light bulb at a time.
 “It’s good business,” he 
admitted. 
 He said his staff is develop-
ing other new money-making, 
Earth-saving products in the 
lab, but he’s not saying a peep 
until he’s further along. 
 While these products are 
real, there’s a lot of myth-
making about the sunglass-
wearing Duggal. Markowitz 
said he arrived from India 50 
years ago without a penny in 
his pocket, but Duggal ad-
mitted that such talk is not 
quite true.
 “I came on a one-way ticket 
with $200 and a pocket full of 
dreams,” said the romantic. 

their yellowish glare “make 
even good-looking people 
look ugly,” Duggal said, 
but his bulbs burn whiter, 
which help everyone looks 
his best. 
 The crossover to the so-
called green economy was 
heralded last Thursday by 
Mayor Bloomberg at the Navy 
Yard — but the mayor was 
more impressed by the en-
vironmental benefits of the 
lights, than by their alleged 
beautifying powers.
 Borough President Marko-
witz was also on hand to 
praise Duggal, though he 
has trouble keeping pace 
with the visionary’s ideas. 
 “When you talk with him, 
you float with him,” the Beep 
said. “You’re not exactly sure 
where’s going, but he has a 
vision.” 
 Duggal credited Al Gore 
for the vision thing. 
 “I saw ‘An Inconvenient 

Photography legend Duggal has new bright idea

BEARABLE LIGHTNESS: Baldev Duggal designed 
and manufactured a wind- and solar-powered 
street lamp at the Brooklyn Navy Yard.
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Duggal’s work has already attracted attention from Mayor Bloomberg, who 
cut a ribbon on a green building at the Navy Yard last week.
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By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 Brooklyn is for sale — but 
nobody is buying.
 The collapsing economy is 
being blamed for a 35-percent 
drop in the number of prop-
erties sold in the borough’s 
once-booming housing mar-
ket in the first quarter of the 
year compared to the last part 
of 2008.
 Worse, the first quarter of 
2009 is off 57 percent com-
pared to the first quarter of 
2008.
 The bad news — con-
tained in a new report from 
the real-estate consulting 
firm Miller Samuel, which 
conducted the study for the 
Prudential Douglas Elliman 
real-estate firm — follows a 
trend that started last year, 
when the economy imploded, 
mostly because of a housing 
market bust.
 The new report shows that 
sales plunged in all property 
types and extended from 
neighborhoods like Wil-
liamsburg and Greenpoint 
(which reported a 40.8-per-

cent decline in sales compared 
to the previous quarter), the 
Brownstone Belt (where the 
number of sales plunged 46.7 
percent compared to the pre-
vious quarter), and Bay Ridge 
(which logged a 32.3-percent 
fall in sales compared to the 
previous quarter).
 The drop in sales was 
caused in part by unrealis-
tic asking prices, according 
to researchers.
 “Sellers are significantly 
behind the market,” said Jon-
athan Miller, president of 
Miller Samuel. “They are 
looking at the last high wa-
ter mark in their building or 
in their neighborhood, but the 
market has changed quite a 
bit over the past year or year 
and a half and there is a real 
disconnect.”
 Broker Allen Barcelon who 
specializes in Boerum Hill 
— a neighborhood where the 
number of sales dropped by 
56.3 percent compared to the 
previous quarter — agreed 
that the price tags are a big 
part of the problem.
 “People are pricing them 
wrong — there has to be a 

Home prices dip a bit — but total sales collapse

drastic reduction in asking 
prices,” said Barcelon, who 
urged sellers to ask for 15 
percent less than estimated 
pre-crash property values 
(though, obviously, few are 
eager to do that). 
 “And you better clean it, 
paint it, and make it look 

beautiful if you want it to 
sell.”
 The drop in the number of 
sales was coupled with de-
clines in sales prices com-
pared to the previous quarter, 
with plunges of 20.2 percent 
in brownstones and 11.5 per-
cent in North Brooklyn con-

dos — two markets that in-
siders had predicted would 
weather the storm.
 The borough’s real-estate 
experts weren’t afraid to pin 
some of the blame on the con-
tracting credit market. 
 “The problem is that the 
mortgage environment is so 
brutal right now,” said broker 
Chris Havens. “The banks 
lent too much, now they are 
lending too little.” 
 Looser lending might not 
bring the housing market back 
to its peak, but it could result 
in more closures, according 
to Havens. 
 “There are definitely more 
customers than sales — and 
there is certainly a lot of prod-
uct out there,” he noted. 
 Unfortunately for sellers, 
the market’s recovery might 
remain a long way off.
 Researchers did observe an 
increase in sales towards the 
end of the quarter, but they 
tempered any optimism by 
linking the upswing to the 
housing market’s traditional 
spring uptick. Next quarter’s 
report will show whether 
this year’s uptick was stron-
ger or weaker than previous 
years’.

The sign says it all — this Park Slope house is lin-
gering on the market during these tough times.
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city built a $60-million ter-
minal after strong support 
from Markowitz.
 At the time, the borough 
president said the terminal 
would create 370 jobs, though 
it only ended up creating 14 
full-time positions in its first 
full year in 2007.
 Carnival Cruise Lines, 
which also docks at the Red 
Hook Cruise Terminal, gave 
up to $20,000 to Markowitz’s 
free Seaside Summer Con-
cert Series during the same 
period. The seafaring com-
pany told The Brooklyn Pa-
per that it usually supports 
arts organizations where its 
vessels travel, but admitted 
that it received some perks 
for its contribution. 
 “Carnival also has a long 
history of supporting organiza-
tions devoted to arts and music,” 
the company’s spokeswoman 
Laura Mahle said in an e-mail. 
“In this particular case, not only 
were we provided with banner 
advertising, but our business 
development managers were 
also able to invite our travel 
agent partners as our guests to 
the concert.”
 Forest City Ratner, the lead 
developer of the stalled At-
lantic Yards mega-project, 
funneled up to $100,000 to 
another Markowitz-founded 
charity, the Martin Luther 
King Jr. Concert series in 
East Flatbush. That dona-
tion comes on top of ear-
lier contributions from For-
est City and other Atlantic 
Yards-tied organizations to-
taling between $680,000 and 
$1.075 million to Markow-
itz’s trifecta of charities.
 Barclays Bank, which paid 
$400 million for naming rights 
to the proposed arena at At-
lantic Yards, chipped in up to 
$60,000 for the concerts and 
has given as much as $100,000 
in the last two years. 
 Best of Brooklyn was 

2009
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MARTY PARTY…

founded by Markowitz and 
runs or promotes several pro-
grams and events, including 
a sleep-away camp, the Dine 
In Brooklyn restaurant week, 
the popular Brooklyn Book 
Festival and other tourism-
generating efforts.
 Markowitz founded the Sea-
side Summer and Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. concert series in 
the 1980s and continues to host 
the performances. 
 Markowitz, who is running 
for re-election this fall, stood 
by the work of the charities 
and the businesses that sup-
port them, stating that the or-
ganization is in compliance 
with all regulations. 
 “Other public officials 
also have such non-profits, 
which are set up to encour-
age public-private partner-
ship for the public good,” he 
said in a statement. 

 “The programs run by 
Best of Brooklyn are am-
bitious ones that help bet-
ter the lives of residents in 
Brooklyn — like Summer 
Heat, which provides sum-
mer jobs for teens, and Camp 
Brooklyn, which sends low-
income children to summer 
camp,” he continued. 
 He added that donations 
are essential to the two con-
cert programs. 
 “I have been proud to sup-
port the concert series as they 
have grown over the past three 
decades into beloved Brook-
lyn institutions, bringing top-
tier artists to play shows that 
many in the audience would 
not be able to experience if they 
weren’t free to the public.”
 Forest City Ratner, Bar-
clays and Princess Cruise 
Lines did not respond to in-
quiries for comment.

The bandshell in Asser Levy Park, where Borough 
President Markowitz’s charity sponsors concerts.

black magic marker. 
 Locals were appalled that 
vandals emblazoned the logo 
of the Third Reich — likely 
during the Passover holiday, 
no less — in the popular park, 
which is bounded by Court, 
Smith, President and Carroll 
streets. 
 “It’s awful and shock-
ing,” said Hope Wurm-
feld, who was in the park 
on Tuesday. “I can’t imag-
ine why anybody would do 
such a thing. It seems like a 
neighborhood where every-
body is caring.”
 But police said that the 
crime is a simple case of 
vandalism because there’s 
no clear indication that the 
culprits painted one of histo-
ry’s most notorious symbols 
of hatred were motivated by 
prejudice.
 “The mere display of a 
swastika is not necessarily 
a hate crime,” said Captain 
Kenneth Corey, the com-

Continued from page 1

NAZI SYMBOLS manding officer in the 76th 
Precinct. 
 “The initial impulse [not 
to classify it as a hate crime] 
was because of where it is, 
because it doesn’t appear to 
target a specific group and 
because it appears to be ju-
venile graffiti,” he added. 
 Corey said such vandal-
ism would be a more clear-
cut act of bias if the hooli-
gans tagged a synagogue or 
wrote anti-Jewish slurs in ad-
dition to the venal Nazi em-
blem.
 Jewish organizations said 
that a swastika is inherently 
anti-Semitic, but understood 
that the “hate crime” classi-
fication may have a differ-
ent standard. 
 “There’s no question that 
it’s a symbol of hate,” said 
Joel Levy, the New York di-
rector of the Anti-Defama-
tion League. 
 “The complicating mat-
ter is that young people are 
using swastikas as a symbol 
of rebellion. There’s no ac-
tual hate [in them], and they 
might not be aware of the its 
deeper meaning.”

The World War I memorial in Carrol Park in Carrol 
Gardens has been cleaned up after a vandal cov-
ered the base with swastikas last week.
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By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 On Flatbush Avenue, the 
stairway to heaven might ac-
tually lead underground.
 Some Park Slope and Pros-
pect Heights community lead-
ers are calling on the Metro-
politan Transit Authority to 
re-open two long-closed en-
trances to the Seventh Ave-
nue B and Q train station near 
the corner of Flatbush Ave-
nue and Sterling Place — a 
plan that could alleviate over-
crowding and ease the com-
mutes of thousands of strap-
hangers.
 “The only entrances that 
are open right now get very 
congested — opening the 
other entrances would give 
residents an extra egress on 
both sides of the avenue,” said 
Sharon Davidson, vice pres-
ident of the North Flatbush 
Avenue Business Improve-
ment District, which is lead-
ing the effort.
 The transit agency shut-
tered the station entrances 
more than 30 years ago in 
an attempt to improve safety 
on then-dangerous Flatbush 
Avenue by herding passen-
gers together, according to 
the transit activists who are 
pushing for the reopenings. 
 But as the thoroughfare has 
rebounded in the past three 
decades, the closed entrances 
— one next to the former Pa-
vilion movie theater on the 
Park Slope side of Flatbush, 
the other near the Key Food 
on the Prospect Heights side 
of the avenue — have actu-
ally made things more dan-
gerous for commuters by 
causing unnecessary crowd-
ing, said transportation wonk 
Michael Cairl.
 “If we are able to reopen 
the so-called ‘lost entrances,’ 
we would be able to spread 
out the passengers not just 

Nabe wants to unseal lost subway entrances

to more exits, but also over 
more of the platform,” said 
Cairl, a member of the Park 
Slope Civic Council, which 
also backs the reopening.
 And the transit activists 
claim that opening the entries 
would be a cheap investment 

for the cash-strapped agency.
 “It would just be a matter 
of reopening the entrances at 
the sidewalk, taking away the 
fences inside the station, and 
putting in the high-entry Met-
rocard turnstiles,” said Cairl. 
 MTA spokesman Charles 

Seaton told The Brooklyn Pa-
per that the agency is “looking 
into” the request — but Park 
Slope and Prospect Heights 
straphangers should not get 
their hopes up.
 The MTA shot down a sim-
ilar proposal to reopen a long-

closed staircase in the Fourth 
Avenue and Ninth Street sta-
tion of the F, R and M trains 
last year, despite claims from 
neighbors that unsealing the 
entrance could improve pas-
senger safety and bring life 
to the gloomy overpass.

Park Slopers are pushing for the old exit from the subway station at Seventh and Flatbush avenue (right) 
to be reopened. Perhaps, the new egress can rehab the old doorway (left).
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By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

 Fast food chain Arby’s plans to open 
a roast-beef emporium on the Fulton 
Mall in the landmark former Gage and 
Tollner restaurant site moved ahead on 
Wednesday night. 
 Community Board 2’s Land Use 
Committee voted 8-to-1 to support the 
chain’s application to slightly modify 

the historic 1892 interior of the store-
front near the corner of Smith Street af-
ter noshing on a presentation from the 
architect, the Brooklyn Heights Blog 
reported late Wednesday night.
 Arby’s told the board that it would 
introduce its own furniture and free-
standing menus to the handsome din-
ing room of arched mirrors, chande-
liers and red cherry wood paneling. 

 The committee’s decisive vote came 
on the eve of a review next Tuesday by 
the city’s Landmark Preservation Com-
mission. 
 Since the legendary Gage and Toll-
ner closed in 2004, the site has become 
a restaurant graveyard. A T.G.I. Fri-
day’s lasted three years in the site and 
a proposed Amy Ruth’s soul food res-
taurant never materialized.

MARTY’S TOP FIVE
 Borough President Markowitz’s charities 
raked in big bucks from April through Septem-
ber last year. These are the top private donors:

National Grid: $100,000 to $250,000.
Forest City Ratner: $60,000 to $100,000.

 (FCR’s property 
management company): $60,000 to $100,000 

 (food industry trucking 
association): $60,000 to $100,000.

Con Edison: $30,000 to $100,000.



April 17, 2009 AWP  15

ATTORNEYS

?
ATTORNEYS

Notice of Formation of Wing 
Wong Assets LLC, a domes-
tic or foreign Limited 
Liability Company (LLC). Ar-
ticles of Organization filed 
with the Secretary of State 
of NY (SSNY) on January 21, 
2009. NY Office location: 
Kings County, SSNY is desig-
nated as agent upon who 
process against the LLC may 
be served. SSNY shall mail a 
copy of any process against 
the LLC service upon 
him/her to C/O the LLC at 
3327 Fulton Street, Brook-
lyn, New York, 11208. Pur-
pose: Any lawful purpose. 
BP 11-16.

Notice is hereby given that 
an Order entered by the Civ-
il Court, Kings County on 
03/25/2009, bearing Index 
Number NC-000261-09/KI, a 
copy of which may be exam-
ined at the Office of the 
Clerk, located at 141 Living-
ston Street, Brooklyn, New 
York 11201, grants me the 
right to: Assume the name 
of Grant Osborn Maxwell. 
My present name is Grant 
Maxwell Osborn. My present 
address is 98 Havemeyer 
Street, Brooklyn, NY 11211. 
My place of birth is Green-
brae, CA. My date of birth is 
January 16, 1979.

Notice is hereby given that 
an Order entered by the Civ-
il Court, Kings County on 
04/13/2009, bearing Index 
Number NC-000320-09/KI, a 
copy of which may be exam-
ined at the Office of the 
Clerk, located at 141 Living-
ston Street, Brooklyn, New 
York 11201, grants me the 
right to: Assume the name 
of Sowel Shane Colon. My 
present name is Stephen 
Shane Colon. My present 
address is 120 Menahan 
Street, Brooklyn, NY 11221. 
My place of birth is Brook-
lyn, NY. My date of birth is 
August 21, 2008.

Notice is hereby given that 
an Order entered by the Civ-
il Court, Kings County on 
04/08/2009, bearing Index 
Number NC-000304-09/KI, a 
copy of which may be exam-
ined at the Office of the 
Clerk, located at 141 Living-
ston Street, Brooklyn, New 
York 11201, grants me the 
right to: Assume the name 
of Adrienna Marie Reilly. My 
present name is Adrienna 
Marie Butzler. My present 
address is 1321 79th Street, 
Brooklyn, NY 11228. My 
place of birth is Carthage, 
New York. My date of birth 
is May 04, 2005.

Notice is hereby given that 
an Order entered by the Civ-
il Court, Kings County on 
03/25/2009, bearing Index 
Number NC-000262-09/KI, a 
copy of which may be exam-
ined at the Office of the 
Clerk, located at 141 Living-
ston Street, Brooklyn, New 
York 11201, grants me the 
right to: Assume the name 
of Elizabeth Virginia Max-
well. My present name is 
Elizabeth Virginia Edwards. 
My present address is 98 
Havemeyer Street, Brooklyn, 
NY 11211. My place of birth 
is St. Thomas, US Virgin Is-
lands. My date of birth is 
January 10, 1977.

Notice is hereby given that 
an Order entered by the Civ-
il Court, Kings County on 
04/13/2009, bearing Index 
Number NC-000321-09/KI, a 
copy of which may be exam-
ined at the Office of the 
Clerk, located at 141 Living-
ston Street, Brooklyn, New 
York 11201, grants me the 
right to: Assume the name 
of Simran Khan. My present 
name is Sunia Simran Khan. 
My present address is 506 
Grant Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 
11208. My place of birth is 
Brooklyn, New York. My 
date of birth is March 01, 
2005.

Notice is hereby given that 
an Order entered by the Civ-
il Court, Kings County on 
04/10/2009, bearing Index 
Number NC-000318-09/KI, a 
copy of which may be exam-
ined at the Office of the 
Clerk, located at 141 Living-
ston Street, Brooklyn, New 
York 11201, grants me the 
right to: Assume the name 
of Maayan Alper Sawn. My 
present name is Maayan 
Alper. My present address is 
782 Lincoln Place, Brooklyn, 
NY 11216. My place of birth 
is Israel. My date of birth is 
May 02, 1982.

Notice is hereby given that 
an Order entered by the Civ-
il Court, Kings County on 
03/06/2009, bearing Index 
Number NC-000192-09/KI, a 
copy of which may be exam-
ined at the Office of the 
Clerk, located at 141 Living-
ston Street, Brooklyn, New 
York 11201, grants me the 
right to: Assume the name 
of Gissel Guadalupe Mejia. 
My present name is Gissel 
Guadalupe Mejia Vidals. My 
present address is 1018 43rd 
Street, Brooklyn, NY 11219. 
My place of birth is Brook-
lyn, NY. My date of birth is 
February 20, 1998.

Notice is hereby given that 
an Order entered by the Civ-
il Court, Kings County on 
04/13/2009, bearing Index 
Number NC-000322-09/KI, a 
copy of which may be exam-
ined at the Office of the 
Clerk, located at 141 Living-
ston Street, Brooklyn, New 
York 11201, grants me the 
right to: Assume the name 
of Arfath Shahi Khan. My 
present name is Shae Arafat 
Khan. My present address is 
506 Grant Avenue, Brooklyn, 
NY 11208. My place of birth 
is Brooklyn, New York. My 
date of birth is March 01, 
2005.

Notice is hereby given that 
an Order entered by the Civ-
il Court, Kings County on 
03/27/2009, bearing Index 
Number NC-000267-09/KI, a 
copy of which may be exam-
ined at the Office of the 
Clerk, located at 141 Living-
ston Street, Brooklyn, New 
York 11201, grants me the 
right to: Assume the name 
of Kwanza Arneak McCoy. 
My present name is Kwanza 
Arneak Gay AKA Kwanza Ar-
neak McCoy. My present ad-
dress is 300 Bainbridge 
Street, Brooklyn NY 11233. 
My place of birth is Brook-
lyn. My date of birth is Au-
gust 06, 1983.

Notice of sale. Supreme 
Court, County of Kings. U.S. 
Bank National Association, 
as Trustee for the Structured 
Asset Investment Loan Trust, 
2006-4, Plaintiff, vs. Donald 
Haynes, et al, Defendant. 
Pursuant to a judgment of 
foreclosure and sale duly 
dated 6/5/2008, I, the un-
dersigned Referee will sell at 
public auction at the Kings 
County Courthouse, Room 
274, 360 Adams Street, 
Brooklyn, County of Kings, 
New York on 4/30/2009 at 3 
pm premises known as 219 
Spencer Street, Brooklyn, 
NY 11205. All that certain 
plot piece or parcel of land, 
with the buildings and im-
provements thereon erect-
ed, situate, lying and being 
in the New York City, Bor-
ough of Brooklyn, County of 
Kings and State of New York 
Section, Block and Lot: Block 
1763 Lot 5. Approximate 
amount of judgment 
$619,112.08 plus interest 
and costs. Premises will be 
sold subject to provisions of 
filed Judgment Index 
#9808/2007. Edward M. 
Rappaport, Esq., Referee, 
Shapiro & DiCaro, LLP, At-
torney for Plaintiff, 250 Mile 
Crossing Boulevard, Roches-
ter, NY, 14624. Dated: 
3/19/2009.
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3677], www.bookcourt.org. 
TWO DOCUMENTARIES 

ABOUT THE DALAI LAMA: 
Free. 7 pm. The Tibet 
Center [25 Washington St. at 
Plymouth Street, third floor 
in DUMBO, (718) 222-0007], 
www.thetibetcenter.org. 

SION”: 7:30 pm. See Fri-
day, April 17.

THEATER, “LA DIDONE”: 8 
pm. See Friday, April 17.

WED, APRIL 22
ART TALK: Photographer Ed 

Kashi presents a slideshow 
and lecture. Free. 7 pm. 
PowerHouse Arena [37 
Main St. at Water Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 666-3049], 
www.powerhousearena.
com. 

READING, JAVIER CALVO: 
Author of “Wonderful 
World.” Free. 7 pm. 
BookCourt [163 Court 
St. between Pacific and 
Dean streets in Cobble 
Hill, (718) 875-3677], www.
bookcourt.org. 

READING, JONATHAN SA
FRAN FOER AND SAÏD 
SAYRAFIEZADEH: Authors 
of “Extremely Loud and In-
credibly Close” and “When 
Skateboards Will Be Free: 
A Memoir of a Political 
Childhood.” Benefit for PS 
107 library fund. $15. 7:30 
pm. PS 107 [1301 Eighth 
Ave. at 13th Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 330-9340], 
www.ps107.org. 

READING, ROBERT SUL
LIVAN: Author of “The 
Thoreau You Don’t Know.” 
Free. 7:30 pm. Barnes & 
Noble Park Slope [267 Sev-
enth Ave. at Fifth Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 832-9066]. 

SION”: 7:30 pm. See Fri-
day, April 17.

THEATER, “LA DIDONE”: 8 
pm. See Friday, April 17.

THEATER, “HOW SOON 
IS NOW?”: Multi-media 
production inspired by 
“Peter and the Wolf.” $20 
($15 students and seniors). 
8 pm. Irondale Center [85 
S. Oxford St. at Lafayette 
Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(718) 488-9233], www.
irondale.org. 

CLASSICAL CONCERT: 
Works by Chopin, Scria-
bin and Gershwin. $35 
($20 students). 8 pm. 
Bargemusic [Fulton Ferry 
Landing, Old Fulton 
Street at the East River in 
DUMBO, (718) 624-2083], 
www.bargemusic.org. 

THURS, APRIL 23
ART AUCTION: Bid on works 

created by ARTSMITH 
Collective in collaboration 
with PS 261 in Boerum Hill. 
Proceeds benefit school. 
$10-$15. 4:30 pm. Galapa-

gos Art Space [16 Main St. 
at Water Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 222-8500], www.gala-
pagosartspace.com. 

READING, KEN SIEGELMAN: 
He’s Brooklyn’s poet laure-
ate! Free. 6:30 pm. Barnes 
& Noble [267 Seventh 
Ave. at Fifth Street in Park 
Slope, (917) 559-4770]. 

READING, RICHARD PRICE: 
Author of “Lush Life.” 
Includes complete dinner. 
$50. 6:30 pm. BAM Café [30 
Lafayette Ave. at Ashland 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
230-4100], www.bam.org. 

POETRY READING: Heather 
Christle, Idra Novey and 
Mathias Svalina. Free. 7 pm. 
A Public Space [323 Dean St. 
between Third and Fourth 
avenues in Boerum Hill], 
www.apublicspace.org. 

POETRY READING: Will 
Hall gren reads from 
“Broken Film.” Free. 7 
pm. BookCourt [163 Court 
St. between Pacific and 
Dean streets in Cobble 
Hill, (718) 875-3677], www.
bookcourt.org. 

THEATER, “NOIR”: Multi-me-
dia, dance/theater produc-
tion. $12 ($5 students). 7:30 
pm. New York City College 
of Technology, Voohees 
Theatre [186 Jay St. at Til-
lary Street in Downtown 
Brooklyn, (718) 260-5592]. 

THEATER, “HOW SOON 
IS NOW?”: 8 pm. See 
Wednesday, April 22.

FILM, “THIS AMERICAN 
LIFE”: Live screening of Ira 
Glass’s public radio show. 
$20. 8 pm. Brooklyn Acad-
emy of Music [30 Lafayette 
Ave. near St. Felix Street 
in Fort Greene, (718) 636-
4100], www.bam.org. 

READING, RICK MOODY 
AND AMY DENIO: Author 
and musician collaborate. 
$15. 8 pm. Issue Project 
Room [232 Third St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 330-0313], www.is-
sueprojectroom.org.

THEATER, “A GATHERING”: 
Metaphysical thriller. $15-
$18. 8:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Lyceum [227 Fourth Ave. 
at President Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 857-4816], 
www.nervetank.com. 

FRI, APRIL 24
FILM, “MONSIEUR HULOT’S 

HOLIDAY”: Jacques Tati’s 
classic. $11. 2 pm, 4:30 pm, 
6:50 pm, 9:15 pm. Brook-
lyn Academy of Music [30 
Lafayette Ave. near St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4100], www.bam.org. 

STREB DANCE, “CATAPULT”: 
7 pm. See Friday, April 17.

SION”: 7:30 pm. See Fri-
day, April 17.

THEATER, “NOIR”: 7:30 pm. 
See Thursday, April 22.

THEATER, “LA DIDONE”: 8 

pm. See Friday, April 17.
 

With Josh Sinton, Vinnie 
Sperrazza/Matt Blostein 
Quintet, Jacob Sacks and 
Eivind Opsvik’s Two Miles 
A Day with Mat Maneri. $10 
(suggested). 8 pm. IBeam 
Music Studio [168 Seventh 
St. between Second and 
Third avenues in Gowanus], 
ibeambrooklyn.com. 

CLASSICAL CONCERT: The 
OMNI Ensemble presents 
work by Shostakovich, 
Crumb, Glass and Michael 
Rose. $15 ($10 students 
and seniors). 8 pm. Brook-
lyn Conservatory of Music 
[58 Seventh Ave. between 
St. Johns and Lincoln 
places in Park Slope, (718) 
622-3300], www.bqcm.org. 

THEATER, “HOW SOON 
IS NOW?”: 8 pm. See 
Wednesday, April 22.

THEATER, “MY JOURNEY 
OF DECAY”: Victoria Liber-
tore talks about her dental 
work. $15. 8 pm. Brooklyn 
Arts Exchange [421 Fifth 
Ave. at Eighth Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 832-0018], 
www.bax.org. 

CLASSICAL CONCERT: 
Brooklyn Chamber Music 
Society presents works 
by Mozart, Schubert and 
Nielsen. $30. 8 pm. First 
Unitarian Church [Pier-
repont Street between 
Clinton Street and Monroe 
Place in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 858-0718]. 

CLASSICAL CONCERT: 
Bach’s Goldberg Variations 
for string trio. $35 ($20 stu-
dents). 8 pm. Bargemusic 
[Fulton Ferry Landing, Old 
Fulton Street at the East 
River in DUMBO, (718) 624-
2083], www.bargemusic.org. 

SAT, APRIL 25

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
KEEP THE PARK BEAUTIFUL: 

10 am. Fort Greene Park 
Visitor Center [Enter park at 
Myrtle Avenue and Wash-
ington Park in Fort Greene, 
(718) 723-3218]. 

TOUR OF WILLIAMSBURG: 
Learn about the area’s 
history, art galleries and 
Brooklyn Brewery. $18. 
1:30-4 pm. Williamsburg 
Art and Historical Center 
[135 Broadway at Bedford 
Avenue in Williamsburg, 
(718) 393-7537], www.
nylikeanative.com. 

PERFORMANCE
STREB DANCE, “CATAPULT”: 

3 pm and 7 pm. See Friday, 
April 17.

MUSIC, DUO CANTABILE: 
$10. 7 pm. Brooklyn 
Music School Playhouse 
[126 St. Felix St. between 
Lafayette Avenue and 
Hanson Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 638-5660], 

brooklynmusicschool.org. 

SION”: 7:30 pm. See Fri-
day, April 17.

THEATER, “NOIR”: 7:30 pm. 
See Thursday, April 23.

THEATER, “LA DIDONE”: 8 
pm. See Friday, April 17.

THEATER, “HOW SOON 
IS NOW?”: 8 pm. See 
Wednesday, April 22.

THEATER, “MY JOURNEY 
OF DECAY”: 8 pm. See Fri-
day, April 24.

CLASSICAL CONCERT: Works 
by Irving, Sirota, Cowell and 
Piston. $35 ($20 students). 
8 pm. Bargemusic [Fulton 
Ferry Landing, Old Fulton 
Street at the East River in 
DUMBO, (718) 624-2083], 
www.bargemusic.org. 

MUSIC, MARVIN HAMLISCH: 
$25-$40. 8 pm. Brooklyn 
Center for the Performing 
Arts at Brooklyn College 
[2900 Campus Rd. at 
Hillel Place in Flatbush, 
(718) 951-4500], www.
brooklyncenteronline.org. 

TROMBONE FESTIVAL: 
With Curtis Hasselbring’s 
Decoupage and the 
Jacob Garchik Trio. 
$10. 9 pm. IBeam Music 
Studio [168 Seventh St. 
between Second and Third 
avenues in Gowanus], 
ibeambrooklyn.com. 

SALES AND MARKETS
BROOKLYN FLEA: 10 am-5 

pm. See Saturday, April 18.
THRIFT SALE: Free. 10 am-3 

pm. New Utrecht Reformed 
Church [18th Avenue and 
84th Street in Bensonhurst, 
(718) 236-0678]. 

OTHER
PET ADOPTIONS: 11:30 am-

4:30 pm. Salem Lutheran 
Church [450 67th St. be-
tween Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Bay Ridge, (718) 
986-1362]. 

READING, “POETS AT THE 
TOP OF THE HILL”: Noon. 
See Saturday, April 18.

FILM, “CLAIRE’S KNEE”: Eric 
Rohmer’s meditation on 
lust. $11. 2 pm, 4:30 pm, 
6:50 pm, 9:15 pm. Brook-
lyn Academy of Music [30 
Lafayette Ave. near St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4100], www.bam.org. 

READING, MIREILLE 
GUILIANO: Author of 
“French Women For All 
Seasons: A Year of Secrets, 
Recipes and Pleasures.” 
Free. 3 pm. PowerHouse 
Arena [37 Main St. at 
Water Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 666-3049], www.
powerhousearena.com. 

ART OPENING: ”DNA ’r US,” 
a group show. Live music. 
Drinks and snacks included. 
$10. 8 pm. Micro Museum 
[123 Smith St. between Pa-
cific and Dean streets in 
Boerum Hill, (718) 797-3116], 
www.micromuseum.com. 
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has a new address:
One Metrotech Center, Brooklyn, NY 11201
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CARPET CLEANING

BETTER CARPET WAREHOUSE

C15

ENLIGHTENED

A20

A18

FLOOR
SANDING
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PROFESSIONAL
CONTRACTORS

FREE ESTIMATES

A41

CW15

by Bart

Free Estimates
Call Bart:

20+ years experience

Design Assist./Archit. Enginr.
DecksByBartNYC.com

K&M ELECTRIC
SERVICES

Call Keith (646) 423-7674

C13
INSUREDLICENSED

Since 1969 Father & Son
Owned and Operated

RESIDENTIAL &
COMMERCIAL

A36

www.CandClandscape.com

juliecummingsurbangardener.com

A33

C15

718/499-8285
GARDEN DESIGN - MAINTENANCE

C15

Garden Design and 
Installation specializing
in bluestone

www.theartistgarden.com
1-646-644-7156
zanzibarblue@
hotmail.com

kellswoodfloors@yahoo.com

D&G Handyman
Repairs of all kinds

BIG & small 

Save $$ over a high
Priced Contractor 

Call : 718 788-1604 
www.DGHandyman.com

A35

FREE ESTIMATE
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We do last minute jobs!
Expert packers
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AMEX
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UPS - FEDEX - USPS
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2 23

A24A19

A33-10
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NYC Master Plumber Lic. # 886

www.plumbingandplumbing.com
1973 63rd Street, Brooklyn, NY 11204

L32-08

A32

H&J

Residential
Industrial Commercial

A39

L49

Move to a Suburb
even a New Yorker can love

everyone

A20

BuddyOnTheDoor.com

Voted SNA’s Newspaper 
Of the Year 2008

To Advertise
Call 718-260-2588

orchestra’s self-imposed three-hour limit. 
 “During the second scheduled intermission, [Brooklyn 
Philharmonic CEO] Catherine Cahill called [Currier] back-
stage for an emergency meeting,” the court papers claim.
 Cahill demanded that Currier personally pay the over-
time wages or trim the work, which took him five years 
to compose and had already cost him $72,200 to stage. 
Currier claims he removed several sections of the piece to 
comply with the “outrageous ‘eleventh-hour’ demands.” 
 But the biggest shock was yet to come. 
 Instead of playing the abridged version, the orches-
tra simply stopped playing at the first proposed cut and 
walked off stage, approximately with 15 minutes left on 
the clock before overtime kicked in. 
 “As a direct consequence of [the Philharmonic’s] ar-
bitrary, capricious and inappropriate ‘butchering’ of the 
performance, … the audience in Avery Fisher Hall was 
deprived of an appreciation of the totality of the creative 
work,” the lawsuit charges.
 The New York Times, a Manhattan newspaper, clearly 
agreed. About a week after the amputated artwork was 
staged, the Gray Lady weighed in with a scathing review 
that called Currier’s piece “dreadful” — though it’s un-
clear if the newspaper’s critic was reacting to the fact that 
the piece was cut, or that it was staged at all.
 “[At the end], I felt liberated,” critic Allan Kozinn wrote. 
“About half an hour earlier, during a disquisition on dai-
sies, black-clad dancers gyrated down the aisles and onto 
the stage, and I wondered if I had died during the after-
noon and this was hell.”
 The Brooklyn Philharmonic declined to comment, say-
ing it had not yet been served with the complaint. Ironically, 
given that the orchestra has just been sued for trimming a 
composer’s work, the Philharmonic announced two weeks 
ago that it would trim its own spring season to save money.
 Currier’s attorney, Alex Roshuk, said his client, whose 
career highlights include teaching at Juilliard and receiv-
ing a Fullbright grant and a National Endowment for the 
Arts fellowship, would be willing to settle the suit if the 
Philharmonic agreed to play the piece in its unadulter-
ated entirety
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