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By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 Will the south of Brooklyn rise again?
 Judging by the looks of the Confederate flag 
hanging from a terrace on the southern side of the 
Bay Ridge Towers, it’s certainly a possibility.
 The incongruous banner — considered a sym-
bol of hatred and oppression by some but merely 
a sign of Southern pride by others — waves from 
16th floor of the 30-story co-op tower at the cor-
ner of Fourth Avenue and 65th Street, roughly 100 
miles north of the old Mason-Dixon line.
 But the man behind the controversial flag told 
The Brooklyn Paper that his civil war isn’t against 
the Union Army — it’s against the liberals on Union 
Street. 
 “I do it is because I’m against political correct-
ness,” the Bay Ridge Reb, who would only give the 
name Mike, told The Brooklyn Paper. “People who 
are politically correct don’t agree with that flag — 
it’s my one-man protest.
 “The left likes to say they celebrate diversity,” 
he added. “I guess that’s what I’m doing.”
 Mike insists that when he hung the Confederate 
flag more than a year ago, he wasn’t trying to pro-
mote racist views, but merely to show support for 
Southern heritage and values in a hotbed of Yan-
kee liberalism (Bay Ridge?).
 “Anything having to do with the South or white 
people is smeared by sophisticated snotnoses in the 
north,” said Mike, who repeatedly stated that he is 
not racist and has friends of multiple races who are 
not offended by the banner. “They make Southern-
ers into bumpkins — and that’s not the case.
 “Any other flag for any other nationality or coun-
try isn’t a big deal, but this flag creates controversy,” 
he stated, referring to his version of the Confed-
erate banner, the third such flag he has hung (the 
past two succumbed to “dry rot”).
 His version of the Confederate flag, long a logo 
for hate groups, includes the statement “Rebel Pride” 
and a small cartoon image depicting “Colonel Reb,” a 
former University of Mississippi mascot who was of-
ficially retired in 2003 amidst much controversy.
 “I see other flags flying, so if they fly their flags, 

Ridge man proudly displays Dixie flag

By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

 The Parks Department says it is no 
longer pursuing repayment from an event 
planning company whose illegal party 
last Sunday in Prospect Park left the 
historic greensward covered in trash 
— thanks to an apology issued by the 
company late last week.
 The city initially had said it would 
seek reimbursement for the enormous 
clean-up effort it undertook on July 20, 
when dozens of paid workers and vol-
unteers put the park back into its nor-
mally clean condition hours after the 
end of the MIH Ventures’ unpermit-
ted “Heatwave” barbecue brought thou-
sands of revelers to the park.
 “Moving forward, Parks and the Pros-
pect Park Alliance looks forward to 
working with [MIH Ventures] when 
they organize a volunteer clean-up of 
Prospect Park this fall,” said the spokes-
man, Phil Abramson. “We will also en-

Party poopers: We messed up

By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

 Picnic and barbecue areas of 
Prospect Park were again filthy 
on Monday morning.
 But unlike last Sunday, when 
an event-planning company held 
an illegal party that brought thou-
sands of trash-creating people to 
the Long Meadow, it’s not as clear 
who was to blame.
 The Parks Department did not 
deploy enough garbage cans so that 
there’s enough capacity for all the 
trash that park users create.
 Then again, park workers didn’t 
dump mounds of garbage all over 
the place — including an eaten 

ping container along the Center 
Drive near the Nethermead, and 
some park users took advantage, 
partly filling it by Sunday.
 Despite its unsightliness, the 
Dumpster was a welcome addition, 
said Bob Ipcar of the dog owners 
group, FIDO.
 “If we had four more [of them] 
spread out over the park, we  could 
call this the first baby step toward 
reforming how parties of picnick-
ers treat Prospect Park,” he said.
 “We need a Dumpster at the Pen-
insula meadow as well; one at the 
top of the Ninth Street path; one next 
to the barbeque area by the Picnic 
House and the last in the northern 
part of the Long Meadow.”

watermelon in a tree pit and bar-
becue refuse near the band shell 
and behind the Picnic House.
 In one major development, 
however, the Parks Department 
did deploy a huge green ship-

Prospect Park still a filth bowl — even without a party

Meadows of 

SHAME

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

 Front-running public ad-
vocate candidate Bill De-
Blasio fought his way back 
onto the ballot at a hearing 
on Tuesday, convincing the 
famously Kafka-esque Board 
of Elections that the agency, 
and not his campaign, had 
caused the error that had 
knocked the Park Slope 
councilman off the ballot 
last week.
 DeBlasio’s lawyers con-
vinced the 10 Board of Elec-
tions commissioners that the 

the volumes.
 The staffers should have 
told the campaign what those 
numbers were on the spot.
 “Apparently, we didn’t 
necessarily do that at the 
time,” said Board of Elec-
tions President Frederic Um-
ane, whose agency did not 
put up a fight against De-
Blasio.
 “It was unfair to the can-
didate,” Umane added.
 Board of Elections crit-
ics frequently describe the 
agency’s rules as Byzantine 
in their intricacy.

rights lawyer Norman Sie-
gel and Queens Councilman 
Eric Gioia.
 Still, he had to argue be-
fore the board for his spot 
after officials knocked him 
off the ballot for the alleged 
discrepancy in the number of 
volumes that the campaign 
handed in.
 DeBlasio’s lawyers pre-
sented evidence that all 
135 volumes had been 
handed in, but that Board 
of Election staffers created 
the discrepancy by errone-
ously misnumbing three of 

quired for a spot of the Sept. 
15 Democratic primary bal-
lot against former public ad-
vocate Mark Green, civil 

original paperwork handed 
in by the campaign, which 
claimed to consist of 135 vol-
umes of nominating signa-
tures, was accurate, contrary 
to the board’s finding that 
three volumes were miss-
ing.
 “It was a thunderous vic-
tory for democracy,” dead-
panned DeBlasio’s lawyer, 
Stanley Schlein.
 The “victory” seemed pre-
determined from the outset. 
After all, DeBlasio handed 
in roughly 117,000 more sig-
natures than the 7,500 re-

Bill DeBlasio is back on the ballot!

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

 LeNell Smothers, the beloved owner 
of a closed Red Hook liquor store, an-
nounced she’s given up her search for 
another store in Brooklyn and will open 
a booze-themed hostel to Mexico. 
 The emotional announcement was 
secretly recorded by a tippler at a whis-
key tasting in a Manhattan bar last 
Tuesday night and posted on Spirited 
Cocktails, the seminal Web site for all 
mind-altering libations.
 “I’ve been looking for space for two-
plus years and have had a real soul 
search,” a choked-up Smothers says on 
the videotape. “I just decided last week 
that I’m giving up the search. I’m tired 
and I can’t do it anymore, [but] I’m not 

at home soured. Other luminaries in-
clude LSD-fueled writer Ken Kesey, 
disgraced dueler and former Vice Pres-
ident Aaron Burr, and Soviet legend 
Leon Trotsky, whose revolutionary 
spirit ended at the business end of an 
icepick in 1940.

out of Brooklyn when another deal for 
new retail space collapsed last week.
 “It was a space I had been negoti-
ating on forever, but it fell through,” 
she said. 
 Smothers is not the first person to 
look South of the Border when plans 

leaving the industry.”
 But she’s leaving the country. 
 “It’s time to move on — I’m mov-
ing to Mexico,” Smothers told a room 
full of friends. “I’m hoping to open 
up a cocktail bed-and-breakfast down 
there.” (Insiders are already calling it 
a “B and B and B.”)
 Smothers was the owner of an epon-
ymous liquor store on Van Brunt Street 
that closed in February after a pro-
tracted dispute with the landlord. She 
had said she hoped to reopen nearby.
 When reached by The Brooklyn Pa-
per, Smothers was surprised to learn that 
her farewell speech had been caught on 
tape and hit the airwaves before she could 
prepare an official announcement.
 She said she made up her mind to get 

Bourbon babe heads to Mexico

WHISTLIN’ DIXIE: A Confederate flag hangs 
from a window in the Bay Ridge Towers.
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No bash, plenty of trash
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Dim sum is the new Sunday brunch, so flip to our GO Brook-
lyn section for the indispensible guide to that indispensible 
Chinese treat that’s not just for breakfast anymore.

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

 The City Council on Wednesday over-
whelmingly approved Mayor Bloomberg’s 
plan to redevelop Coney Island, a controver-
sial plan that the mayor hopes will create a 
major tourist destination and liv-
able neighborhood for perma-
nent residents.
 Just before the vote, Bloom-
berg and Joe Sitt, the major land-
owner in Coney Island and a 
longtime opponent of the may-
or’s plans, made a breakthrough in 
their sometimes-bitter negotiations 
over a price for some of Sitt’s large holdings, 
though a deal was not yet finalized.
 The breakthough involves Sitt selling a 
portion of his valuable territory to the city, 
yet retain some for lucrative development 
of his own, the New York Times reported. 
 The Council’s 44–2 vote would rezone 
Coney Island’s derelict lots in hopes of creating 
a gleaming city-owned amusement park 

surrounded by enclosed attractions 
like movie theaters, shopping or a 
water park for year-round visitors 
and 4,500 units of housing.
       The plan will rezone 19 blocks 
of Coney Island, much of it cur-
rently limited solely for amuse-

ments, though only a few blocks ac-
tually have seasonal amusements on 

site while vast portions are empty or used for 
other purposes due to lax enforcement. 

HOLY SITT!

A new 
Zoney 
Island

DUMPING GROUND: As usual, Prospect Park was a meadow of shame on 
Monday morning before parks workers got a chance to clean.
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This eaten watermelon was dumped 
in a tree pit.

Th
e 

B
ro

o
kl

yn
 P

ap
er

 /
 G

er
sh

 K
un

tz
m

an

sby in three days, an indication per-
haps that he is in hiding.
 Readers have been especially 
keyed in to the sorry state of Pros-
pect Park this summer after a se-
ries of stories in The Brooklyn Pa-
per have alerted the public to the 
ongoing trash problem.
 As a result, our Inbox has been 
filled with complaints about the 
condition of the park.
 “It took about 40 people and two 
Parks Department dumptrucks about 
four hours to clean up that mess,” 
said another park worker. “The 
thing that burns me about this the 
most was watching all the little kids 
streaming into the park [on Mon-
day] as we were cleaning this mess 
up. About 400 small children are in 
day camp in that park as we speak, 
playing and sitting in the aftermath 
of that garbage, which was infested 
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By Gersh Kuntzman

 The Parks Department says it will 
go after the party-planning com-
pany whose unpermitted event drew 
thousands of people — and mas-
sive amounts of litter — to Pros-
pect Park on Sunday.
 “In reference to your inquiry, we 
are looking into our options avail-
able to recover any damages,” Parks 
spokesman Phil Abramson wrote 
in an e-mail to The Brooklyn Paper 
hours after the newspaper’s Web site 
revealed on Monday that a Prospect 
Heights-based company called MIH 
Ventures had promoted a huge — 
and apparently illegal — gathering 
called “Heatwave” that trashed the 
once-stately greenspace.
 “I’m appalled,” said one park user, 
who requested anonymity because 
she is a park volunteer. “I’ve never 
see it like this. It was a blanket of 
trash. This was some serious irre-
sponsibility, not your usual week-
end of picnic.”
 The ninth annual gathering did 
not have the required permit, said 
Eugene Patron of the Prospect Park 
Alliance, making it impossible for 
park crews to know that such a big 
event was scheduled.
 “It’s enough work just to clean 
up after all the permitted events!” 
said Patron.
 City rules require a permit for any 
event that is expected to draw more 
than 25 people, he said.

in the park,” this year’s invitation 
read. “Last year, we had over 1,000 
people bless us with their presence 
and as we continue to grow, so does 
the size of the event. This year we 
expect nothing but more beautiful 
faces, food, and fun.
 “We’re taking over Pros-
pect Park...are you with us!?!” it 
added.
 MIH Ventures did not return calls 
and e-mails. No one was at the com-
pany’s office on Bergen Street in 
Prospect Heights this week, and a 
neighbor said that she had not seen 
company President Jonevan Horn-

 “But in this case, there were hun-
dreds,” Patron said. “There are pic-
tures on Twitter!”
 Though Patron said that city of-
ficials and Parks workers did not 
know about the event in advance, 
plenty of people did. MIH Ventures 
sent out an electronic invitation via 
Evite days earlier and promised a 
party that would be “the outdoor 
event of the summer.”
 “For eight years straight, MIH 
Ventures has hosted the premiere 
event of the summer, as we bring 
together patrons, clients, associ-
ates, friends and family for a day 

Parks Dept. going after party poopers!

Meadows of 

SHAME

PIGS’ STY: Prospect Park was again in shambles for hours on 
Monday morning after a huge, unpermitted gathering on the 
Long Meadow on Sunday.

A version of a city plan to encourage new amusements and hotels in Coney 
Island passed a City Council committee on Tuesday.

By Mike McLaughlin

 A key City Council com-
mittee signed off on Mayor 
Bloomberg’s plan to rede-
velop Coney Island on Tuesday, 
hours after the city worked out 
sweeter deals with la-
bor unions, affordable 
housing advocates and 
the area’s only remain-
ing amusement park 
operator — deals that 
flipped a key opponent 
of the deal into a sup-
porter.
 The last-minute deal 
to create more afford-
able housing, hire union 
workers and retain the 
independence of De-
no’s Wonder Wheel 

Park satisfied Councilman Do-
menic Recchia (D–Coney Is-
land), who for months had op-
posed the mayor’s plan to for 
a new city-owned amusement 
park surrounded by privately 
owned, skyscraping hotels, 

restaurants and other attrac-
tions in the area bounded by 
the Boardwalk, Surf Avenue, 
Keyspan Park and the Cyclone 
roller coaster.
 The city also wants to build 
4,500 new apartments in the 
more residential sections of 
Coney Island.
 “This plan accomplishes 
the goal of making every-
one happy enough that we 
can move forward toward a 
revitalized Coney Island,” said 
Recchia, who bullied city of-
ficials at a hearing just two 
weeks ago and expressed his 
support for the neighborhood’s 
main landowner, his friend 
Joe Sitt.

Coney flip-flop
Sitt pal now with mayor on Coney

See PHONY on page 12See PARK on page 2 Two weeks ago.

Last week’s Brooklyn Paper
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sure that they fully comply with our 
rules and regulations when consider-
ing any future events at Prospect Park 
or any other park. In consideration of 
their sincere apology and their initia-
tive in hosting a clean-up effort, no fur-
ther actions will be taken.”
 Abramson was referring to the state-
ment issued by MIH Ventures on July 
23, which claimed that the company was 
all set to clean up the mess it made, but 
the Parks Department got there first.
 “Attendance at the event was much 
greater than anticipated, overwhelming 
our clean-up efforts,” read the statement 
from the Bergen Street-based event pro-
motion company, breaking a three-day 
silence. “Our efforts to restore the park 
to its original condition extended late 
into the evening, but after exhausting 
our supplies, we decided to continue 
the clean-up the next day.
 “When we returned with the nec-
essary supplies and man power, the 
park had been cleaned,” the statement 
claimed.
 Earlier in the week, after The Brook-
lyn Paper broke the story about the 

LeNell Smothers is fleeing south of the border, leaving her Red 
Hook liquor store, with its famous statuette. This map shows one 
possible route she’ll take to get there.

PUT DOWN THAT SANDWICH: Bill De-
Blasio is back on the public advocate ballot.
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See CONEY on page 11 See REBEL on page 11

See APOLOGY on page 11

See more repulsive pictures 

online at BrooklynPaper.com!
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By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper
 Borough President Markowitz’s 
campaign says that it must kick the 
Beep’s sole Democratic primary chal-
lenger off the ballot to ensure the “in-
tegrity” of the ballot-
ing process.
 On Monday, three 
Markowitz allies filed 
objections against 
nominating signa-
tures collected by 
political newcomer 
Eugene Myrick, who 
handed in roughly 
6,000 signatures 
more than the 4,000 
required to secure a 
spot on the Sept. 15 primary ballot.
 Markowitz’s election lawyer, for-
mer state Sen. Marty Connor, said 
that Myrick’s submissions were so 
sloppy that the campaign had to ob-
ject if only to protect “the integrity 
of the balloting process.”
 “In 38 years as an election lawyer, 

I’ve never seen anything like this,” 
said Connor. “He filed 4,477 sheets 
[of signatures] in 20 volumes — but 
only 1,201 sheets had any signatures 
on them at all. He filed pages and 
pages of blank sheets.”

 The challenge to 
Myrick’s candidacy 
was formally filed by 
Debra Kresh-Garcia, 
who is the executive 
director of Markow-
itz’s Seaside Summer 
Concert Series, and 
two other Brook-
lynites whose con-
nection to Markowitz 
is unknown. Markow-
itz is listed on the ob-

jection as “a candidate aggrieved.”
 Connor argued that Myrick’s 
“clear attempt was to deceive.”
 “The first few sheets of a volume 
will have signatures and the last few 
sheets will have signatures, but there 
are hundreds of blank pages in be-
tween,” Connor said. “He’s hoping 

 They’re afraid, Connor said, of 
allowing someone on the ballot who 
does not belong there. Connor al-
leged that at least 8,034 of Myrick’s 
signatures are invalid because the 
signer either does not live in Brook-
lyn or is not a registered voter.
 “It’s not like there are only a few 
mistakes in his filing — it’s almost 
entirely garbage,” Connor said. “It’s 
about the integrity of the process.”
 Not everyone sees it so clearly. After 
The Brooklyn Paper reported last week 
about the Markowitz campaign’s pre-
liminary move to challenge Myrick, the 
online version of the story was flooded 
with comments about Markowitz’s at-
tempt to ensure that he does not have 
a Democratic challenger.
 “OK, Mr. Porch-wine drinking, 
Brooklyn Bridge–selling, pretend–
Cyclone riding, sound nuisance, po-
tato-shaped amphitheater proponent, 
Atlantic Yards crappy giveaway, 
Bozo the Beep, I WILL NEVER 
VOTE FOR YOU AGAIN! EVER! 
NEVER! EVER! NEVER-EVER!” 
posted Fourth Estate from DUMBO. 
“I would write in Sarah Palin be-
fore I would even consider pulling 
the lever under your name.”
 Jerry from Coney Island added, 
“Borough President Marty Markow-
itz: As they say in Gaelic, you are a 
putz! I’d vote for anyone but you come 
this November. You self-serving, loud 
and obnoxious political hack.”

someone will look at the first few 
and the last few and think, ‘Oh, boy, 
they have a lot of signatures.’”
 Late on Wednesday, more than 
a day after Connor alleged fraud, 
Myrick finally issued a statement:
 “I am confident that I have ob-
tained in excess of the 4,000 sig-
natures required to remain on the 
ballot,” he said.
 Last week, he was far more crit-
ical of Markowitz.
 “Why not let the democratic pro-
cess play itself out with campaign-
ing, debates and allowing the peo-
ple to vote?” he asked. “What are 
they afraid of?”

Marty says he must knock rival 
off the ballot to save democracy

Eugene Myrick (right) wants to 
challenge Borough President 
Marko witz, but the beep is mov-
ing to knock him off the ballot.

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

 A tight race for a rare open 
City Council seat in Brown-
stone Brooklyn was thrown 
into turmoil, however briefly, 
this week after one of the can-

didates copied another’s press 
release and passed it off as 
his own.
 Josh Skaller, running well 
in a five-way Democratic 
primary for the City Coun-
cil district covering parts of 

Park Slope, Carroll Gardens, 
Gowanus and Windsor Ter-
race, lifted passages about a 
widely criticized Park Slope 
development project from an 
e-mail sent a day earlier by 
his opponent Brad Lander.

The (copy) machine candidate
Josh Skaller copies rival Lander’s e-mail word for word

 Skaller’s wording was 
almost identical (see side-
bar). 
 Initially, Skaller, an IT 
director, declined to com-
ment about the apparent pla-
giarism, but later on Tues-
day his campaign sent out 
a statement, calling the cut-
and-paste job a “mistake.”
 “This particular e-mail 
was intended to inform people 
about Monday’s rally,” said 
Steven Stites, a spokesman 
for Skaller. “It was a task as-
signed to a volunteer, who 
was trying to help the cam-
paign. In a big campaign, un-
fortunately, mistakes happen, 
and it slipped through our fin-
gers. Everyone was trying to 
help the residents of Carroll 
Street.”
 The embarrassing blunder 
arose in an effort to get sup-
porters to attend Monday’s 
protest outside the contro-
versial condo development 
on that Park Slope street. 
Lander, the former director 
of the Pratt Center for Com-
munity Development, sent an 
alert on Sunday asking peo-
ple to attend the rally between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues. 
Skaller’s strikingly similar 
message hit area Inboxes on 
Monday morning.
 “The developer is already 
allowed to build a substantial 
development ‘as-of-right,’” 
Lander wrote. “Neighbors 
may not have loved it, but it 
was within the rules, and in-
cluded a front-garden area. 
But now he wants to change 
the rules and build even more 
units (where the garden was 
supposed to be).”
 Hours later, Skaller chimed 
in.
 “The developer is already 
allowed to build a substan-
tial development ‘as-of-
right,’” his statement said. 
“Neighbors may not have 
loved that, but it was then 
within the rules and the de-
velopment included a front 
garden area. Now, how-
ever, the developer wants to 
change the rules and build 
even more units — where the 
garden was supposed to be.” 
 Lander refrained from crit-
icizing Skaller, instead focus-
ing on the strong turnout at 
the demonstration. 

 “It’s great that a lot of peo-
ple turned out to help their 
neighbors,” Lander said. 
“My goal was to get people 
there.” 
 Of course, an e-mail is not 
the first thing the two front-
runners have shared this po-
litical season. Former presi-
dential candidate and former 
Vermont Gov. Howard Dean 
made the baffling decision to 
endorse both men in June.
 John Heyer, a funeral di-
rector and an aide to Borough 
President Markowitz; Gary 
Reilly, an attorney; and Bob 
Zuckerman, the former di-
rector of the Gowanus Canal 
Conservancy, are also run-
ning for the Democratic nom-
ination to succeed Council-
man Bill DeBlasio, who is 
running for public advo-
cate.
 In cribbing from another 
politician, Skaller is certainly 
in good company. During the 
presidential election, then 
Sen. Barack Obama used a 
phrase coined by his friend, 
Massachusetts Gov. Deval 
Patrick.
 And Vice President Biden 
gave up his 1988 run for pres-
ident after it was discovered 
that he lifted passages from 
speeches by Neil Kinnock, a 
British politician, and Rob-
ert F. Kennedy and Hubert 
Humphrey.

City Council candidate Josh Skaller was 
caught cribbing a campaign mailing from 
Brad Lander, his main rival in the Democratic 
primary for the Park Slope–Windsor Terrace 
seat. Here’s an easy way to compare what 
Lander wrote to what Skaller wrote (differing 
words are highlighted).

A WAR OF WORDS

Hey political junkies! The best local 
election Web site is coming soon!

Brad Lander

Josh Skaller

BRAD LANDER, 
Sunday night

“The developer is 
already allowed to build 
a substantial develop-
ment ‘as-of-right.’ 
Neighbors may not have 
loved it, but it was 
within the rules, and 
included a front-garden 
area. But now he wants 
to change the rules and 
build even more units 
(where the garden was 
supposed to be). The 
variance requested by 
the developer would 
create a site that is 
wholly out of scale with 
the rest of the 
neighborhood.”
“There is overwhelming 
public opposition to this 
variance. Nearly all of 
the neighbors on Carroll 
and Garfield Places have 
signed a petition. The 
Land Use Committee of 
Com munity Board 6 
voted unanimously 
against it.” 

JOSH SKALLER, 
Monday morning

“The developer is 
already allowed to build 
a substantial develop-
ment ‘as-of-right.’ 
Neighbors may not have 
loved that, but it was 
then within the rules and 
the development includ-
ed a front garden area.”
“Now, however, the de -
veloper wants to change 
the rules and build even 
more units — where the 
garden was supposed to 
be. Did someone say 
‘greed’? This variance 
requested by the devel-
oper would create a site 
that is wholly out of scale 
with the rest of the 
neighborhood and there 
is overwhelming public 
opposition to this. Nearly 
all of the neighbors on 
Carroll Street and Garfield 
Place have signed a peti-
tion. The Land Use Com-
mittee of Community 
Board 6 voted unani-
mously against it.”
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Nominate your hometown hero today!

See today’s New York Post for more details  
or visit nypost.com/libertymedals
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By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper
 Borough President Markowitz’s 
campaign says that it must kick the 
Beep’s sole Democratic primary chal-
lenger off the ballot to ensure the “in-
tegrity” of the ballot-
ing process.
 On Monday, three 
Markowitz allies filed 
objections against 
nominating signa-
tures collected by 
political newcomer 
Eugene Myrick, who 
handed in roughly 
6,000 signatures 
more than the 4,000 
required to secure a 
spot on the Sept. 15 primary ballot.
 Markowitz’s election lawyer, for-
mer state Sen. Marty Connor, said 
that Myrick’s submissions were so 
sloppy that the campaign had to ob-
ject if only to protect “the integrity 
of the balloting process.”
 “In 38 years as an election lawyer, 

I’ve never seen anything like this,” 
said Connor. “He filed 4,477 sheets 
[of signatures] in 20 volumes — but 
only 1,201 sheets had any signatures 
on them at all. He filed pages and 
pages of blank sheets.”

 The challenge to 
Myrick’s candidacy 
was formally filed by 
Debra Kresh-Garcia, 
who is the executive 
director of Markow-
itz’s Seaside Summer 
Concert Series, and 
two other Brook-
lynites whose con-
nection to Markowitz 
is unknown. Markow-
itz is listed on the ob-

jection as “a candidate aggrieved.”
 Connor argued that Myrick’s 
“clear attempt was to deceive.”
 “The first few sheets of a volume 
will have signatures and the last few 
sheets will have signatures, but there 
are hundreds of blank pages in be-
tween,” Connor said. “He’s hoping 

 They’re afraid, Connor said, of 
allowing someone on the ballot who 
does not belong there. Connor al-
leged that at least 8,034 of Myrick’s 
signatures are invalid because the 
signer either does not live in Brook-
lyn or is not a registered voter.
 “It’s not like there are only a few 
mistakes in his filing — it’s almost 
entirely garbage,” Connor said. “It’s 
about the integrity of the process.”
 Not everyone sees it so clearly. After 
The Brooklyn Paper reported last week 
about the Markowitz campaign’s pre-
liminary move to challenge Myrick, the 
online version of the story was flooded 
with comments about Markowitz’s at-
tempt to ensure that he does not have 
a Democratic challenger.
 “OK, Mr. Porch-wine drinking, 
Brooklyn Bridge–selling, pretend–
Cyclone riding, sound nuisance, po-
tato-shaped amphitheater proponent, 
Atlantic Yards crappy giveaway, 
Bozo the Beep, I WILL NEVER 
VOTE FOR YOU AGAIN! EVER! 
NEVER! EVER! NEVER-EVER!” 
posted Fourth Estate from DUMBO. 
“I would write in Sarah Palin be-
fore I would even consider pulling 
the lever under your name.”
 Jerry from Coney Island added, 
“Borough President Marty Markow-
itz: As they say in Gaelic, you are a 
putz! I’d vote for anyone but you come 
this November. You self-serving, loud 
and obnoxious political hack.”

someone will look at the first few 
and the last few and think, ‘Oh, boy, 
they have a lot of signatures.’”
 Late on Wednesday, more than 
a day after Connor alleged fraud, 
Myrick finally issued a statement:
 “I am confident that I have ob-
tained in excess of the 4,000 sig-
natures required to remain on the 
ballot,” he said.
 Last week, he was far more crit-
ical of Markowitz.
 “Why not let the democratic pro-
cess play itself out with campaign-
ing, debates and allowing the peo-
ple to vote?” he asked. “What are 
they afraid of?”

Marty says he must knock rival 
off the ballot to save democracy

Eugene Myrick (right) wants to 
challenge Borough President 
Marko witz, but the beep is mov-
ing to knock him off the ballot.

By Thomas Nocera
for The Brooklyn Paper

 The dozen new garbage 
cans that were installed last 
weekend in Fort Greene Park 
have left many users of the 
relatively clean greensward 
wondering whose trashy idea 
that was.
 “It’s beautifully kept and 
aesthetically wonderful al-

ready,” said David Mandes, 
a student at Brooklyn Tech-
nical HS, which is directly 
across from the park. “But 
they can’t hurt.”
 His friend Nathan Thomp-
son was equally confused 
as to why such a clean park 
would need more cans.
 “It’s been kept perfectly 
clean since I’ve been coming,” 

Meadows of 

SHAME

said Thomp-
son.
 The confu-
sion comes as 
the city is un-
der fire from 
users of Pros-
pect Park in 
nearby Park 
Slope, where 
huge summer-
time crowds 
have so over-
whelmed ex-
isting garbage 
r e c ep t a cl e s 
that one local 
newspaper has 
started running 
regular updates 
under the head-
ing, “Meadows 
of Shame.”
 Still, one 
critic of the 
Parks Depart-
ment’s efforts 
in Park Slope 
was pleased 
for his counterparts in Fort 
Greene.
 “Good for them,” said Bob 
Ipcar, head of Fellowship in 
the Interest of Dogs and their 
Owners, a Prospect Park ca-
nine group, and an outspoken 
critic of this summer’s filth. 
“If [Fort Greene Park] is any-
thing like what’s happening 
in Prospect Park, it needs all 
the help it can get.”
 Ipcar wants more than just 
a few garbage drums in Pros-
pect Park, saying only the in-
stallation of large Dumpsters 
can solve the problem of too 

much trash and not enough 
places to put it.
 “We need them here, big 
ones,” he said. “Soon.”
 A Parks Department 
spokesman had an easy 
explanation for why Fort 
Greene Park got the new 
trash ports.
 “We received request 
from members of the com-
munity” and fulfilled it, said 
the spokesman, Phil Abram-
son. “In the end, it’s decided 
by requests and the availabil-
ity [of cans] at the time of the 
request.”

CAN DO: Anya Schildge takes ad-
vantage of the new garbage cans in 
Fort Greene Park on Wednesday.
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 Now that construction on Fulton Street has wound down, 
the Capital One branch that opened at the corner of Fulton 
and Clinton Avenue in December finally had a chance to 
throw a grand opening celebration last week.
 The branch, which is the only bank for almost 10 blocks, 
was a priority of the Pratt Area Community Council, a 
neighborhood development group.
 “The commercial lending and banking services will spur 
investment and provide opportunities for our local busi-
nesses to grow and prosper,” said Deb Howard, executive 
director of the council, a community development group.
 In addition to the nearby businesses and lack of compe-
tition, Capital One had another incentive to move to Clin-
ton Hill — the city’s so-called “Banking Development Dis-
trict” program, which deposits millions in city funds at 
banks that open in areas without financial services.
 — Robert Voris

A Capital One branch has opened along a bank-
free stretch of Fulton Street in Clinton Hill.
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GRAND OPENING
Celebration in Bay Ridge!

Join us for our

 426 86th Street between 4th & 5th Aves.

2
Open a Free Checking Account with $50 or more  

& receive a 10-Trip MetroCard  

Add Direct Deposit & get an Additional $50

3 Open a Free Checking Account with $50 or more 
& receive a 10-Trip MetroCard 

  1. Add Direct Deposit, and 

  2.  Enroll in Online Banking and Bill Pay, and

  3.  Sign up for a Debit Card & get an Additional $100
 (provided you make 3 Online Bill Payments and 3 Debit Card 

  purchases within the first 3 months of opening the account)

1 Open a Free Checking Account with  
$50 or more & receive a 10-Trip MetroCard  

Get Checking Rewards — 
and a METROCARD!
There Are Three Ways to Earn:

* The Annual Percentage Yield (APY) quoted is accurate as of 07/17/09 and is subject to change. A minimum 
deposit of $500 is required to open the 18 Month and 30 Month CDs and earn the stated APY. Penalties may 
be imposed for early withdrawal. Fees may reduce earnings. All accounts are subject to our normal approval 
process and must be funded with new monies. Offer good only for CDs opened at the Bay Ridge branch by 
personal customers and may be withdrawn at any time. The value of all CD gifts (including applicable sales 
tax and delivery costs) will be considered as interest income on your account for income tax purposes in the 
first year the account is opened and will be included on your 1099-INT statement. All gifts are available while 
supplies last. We reserve the right to make gift substitutions of comparable value and assume no liability for 
any defects in, or direct or consequential damages relating to or arising from gift items. The warranty is the 
sole responsibility of the manufacturer. This offer is not available in combination with any other offer and 
expires on December 31, 2009.

SPECIAL RATES AND REWARDS 
ON 18 AND 30 MONTH CDS

Plus many 
more gifts!

®

Banking Hours: 
Monday to Wednesday: 9am to 4pm

Thursday & Friday: 9am to 7pm 
Saturday: 9am to 2pm

718-306-1667    www.amalgamatedbank.com

GIFTS
18 Month CD
2.25%

30 Month CD
2.40%

DEPOSIT LEVELS

$15,000

$25,000

$35,000

$55,000

$12,000

$22,500

$27,500

$45,000

iPod Shuffle

Canon Power Shot Digital Camera

SONY Portable DVD

Sharp Blu-ray Player

By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper
 Borough President Markowitz’s 
campaign says that it must kick 
the Beep’s sole Democratic pri-
mary challenger off the ballot to 
ensure the “integrity” of the bal-
loting process.
 On Monday, three Markowitz 
allies filed objections against nom-
inating signatures collected by po-
litical newcomer Eugene Myrick, 
who handed in roughly 6,000 sig-
natures more than the 4,000 re-
quired to secure a spot on the Sept. 
15 primary ballot.
 Markowitz’s election lawyer, for-
mer state Sen. Marty Connor, said 
that Myrick’s submissions were so 
sloppy that the campaign had to 
object if only to protect “the in-
tegrity of the balloting process.”
 “In 38 years as an election law-
yer, I’ve never seen anything like 
this,” said Connor. “He filed 4,477 
sheets [of signatures] in 20 vol-
umes — but only 1,201 sheets had 
any signatures on them at all. He 
filed pages and pages of blank 
sheets.”
 The challenge to Myrick’s can-
didacy was formally filed by Debra 
Kresh-Garcia, who is the execu-
tive director of Markowitz’s Sea-
side Summer Concert Series, and 
two other Brooklynites whose con-
nection to Markowitz is unknown. 
Markowitz is listed on the objec-
tion as “a candidate aggrieved.”
 Connor argued that Myrick’s 
“clear attempt was to deceive.”
 “The first few sheets of a vol-
ume will have signatures and the 
last few sheets will have signa-
tures, but there are hundreds of 
blank pages in between,” Connor 
said. “He’s hoping someone will 
look at the first few and the last 
few and think, ‘Oh, boy, they have 
a lot of signatures.’”
 Late on Wednesday, more than 
a day after Connor alleged fraud, 

last week about the Markowitz cam-
paign’s preliminary move to chal-
lenge Myrick, the online version of 
the story was flooded with com-
ments about Markowitz’s attempt 
to ensure that he does not have a 
Democratic challenger. 
 “OK, Mr. Porch-wine drink-
ing, Brooklyn Bridge–selling, 
pretend–Cyclone riding, sound 
nuisance, potato-shaped amphi-
theater proponent, Atlantic Yards 
crappy giveaway, Bozo the Beep, I 
WILL NEVER VOTE FOR YOU 
AGAIN! EVER! NEVER! EVER! 
NEVER-EVER!” posted Fourth 
Estate from DUMBO. “I would 
write in Sarah Palin before I would 
even consider pulling the lever un-
der your name.”
 Jerry from Coney Island added, 
“Borough President Marty Markow-
itz: As they say in Gaelic, you are 
a putz! I’d vote for anyone but you 
come this November. You self-serv-
ing, loud and obnoxious political 
hack.” 

Myrick finally issued a statement:
 “I am confident that I have ob-
tained in excess of the 4,000 sig-
natures required to remain on the 
ballot,” he said.
 Last week, he was far more crit-
ical of Markowitz.
 “Why not let the democratic pro-
cess play itself out with campaign-
ing, debates and allowing the peo-
ple to vote?” he asked. “What are 
they afraid of?”
 They’re afraid, Connor said, of 
allowing someone on the ballot 
who does not belong there. Con-
nor alleged that at least 8,034 of 
Myrick’s signatures are invalid be-
cause the signer either does not 
live in Brooklyn or is not a regis-
tered voter.
 “It’s not like there are only a 
few mistakes in his filing — it’s 
almost entirely garbage,” Connor 
said. “It’s about the integrity of the 
process.”
 Not everyone sees it so clearly. 
After The Brooklyn Paper reported 

Beep: Ballot challenge 
is all about ‘integrity’

Eugene Myrick (right) wants to challenge Borough President 
Marko witz, but the beep is moving to knock him off the ballot.

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 The organizers of Tues-
day’s 33rd City Council Dis-
trict debate dubbed their Wil-
liamsburg forum a “Verbal 
Smackdown,” but only one of 
the hopefuls took that name 
literally.
 The vociferous upstart and 
Brooklyn Heights resident 
Doug Biviano attacked front-
running candidates Jo Anne 

tion, namely that he resigned 
from his volunteer position be-
cause he supported the rezon-
ing or was afraid to oppose 
Lopez. Theis said that he was 
too busy with his campaign to 
fulfill his CB1 duties.
 “It was just bizarre,” said 
Thies on Biviano’s strategy. 
“At the first two debates, he 
seemed like a nice, earnest 
guy. But he turned out to be 
a regular politician.”
 Biviano also accused Si-
mon of inaction during her ten-
ure as a Democratic District 
Leader — an allegation that 
Simon wouldn’t let stand.
 “Do you know what a dis-
trict leader does? She works 
with her community,” re-
sponded Simon, a frontrunner 
who is also a civil rights attor-
ney. “I have not been working 
for an elected official or pull-
ing strings anywhere.”
 Levin, who skipped the de-
bate in order to take part in 
an upstate labor conference, 
wasn’t able to immediately 
shoot down Biviano’s asser-
tion that he was a “backroom 
coward.”
 Reached by phone, the Coun-
cil hopeful who has racked up 
more endorsements than Leb-
ron James, told The Brooklyn 
Paper that he wouldn’t delve 
into name-calling.
 “We’re going to keep it pos-
itive,” said Levin, who called 
the labor gathering “a very sig-
nificant policy meeting regard-
ing affordable housing and the 
living wage.”
 Though they mostly stayed 
out of the fracas, candidates 
Isaac Abraham, Ken Baer, 
and Ken Diamondstone each 
outlined their plans for the 
district.
 Abraham, a spokesman 
and activist in South Wil-
liamsburg’s Hassidic com-
munity, suggested the city 
delve into an untapped De-
partment of Housing Pres-
ervation and Development 
fund to quickly create more 
units of affordable housing, 
and urged the federal gov-
ernment to bail out stalled 
development projects. 
 Baer, a longtime environ-
mentalist, proposed downzo-
ning of sections of the Wil-
liamsburg and Greenpoint 
waterfront that were upzoned 
just four years ago and add-
ing more cars to the G train 
to combat overcrowding.
 Diamondstone, a longtime 
political activist, urged the 
city to purchase foreclosed 
condo buildings and turn 
them into affordable hous-
ing, and promised to reform 
the Council.

is the empty buildings — and 
you were the architect!” he 
said, taunting Thies for step-
ping down from his role on 
the Community Board 1 be-
fore the controversial vote on 
the residential rezoning of the 
Broadway Triangle in Wil-
liamsburg, a rezoning that has 
the backing of Levin and the 
Lopez machine.
 After the debate, Thies 
downplayed another allega-

 Thies — a Williamsburg 
resident and community ac-
tivist campaigning heavily on 
a more inclusive rezoning pro-
cedure he calls “360-degree 
zoning” — fired back. 
 “Doug, there are a lot of peo-
ple in this room who worked 
very hard for that rezoning,” 
he responded. “It’s disgrace-
ful you would say that.”
 Biviano did not back 
down. “What’s disgraceful 

Heights), while 
Levin remains 
chief of staff to 
powerful Demo-
cratic Party boss 
and Assembly-
man Vito Lopez 
(D-Bushwick).
    Biviano even 

demanded that Lopez step 
down from his role as head 
of the Kings County Dem-
ocratic party.

Fifth Street. “I’m 
going to lead. I’m 
going to do some-
thing different.”
 Biviano — a 
civil engineer, 
building superin-
tendent, and fa-
ther of three — as-
saulted Thies and Levin for 
their resumes, too. Thies was 
chief of staff for Councilman 
David Yassky (D-Brooklyn 

cutting deals,” said Biviano, 
who went straight at his ri-
vals from to the first ques-
tion. “They are part of the 
Democratic machine. They 
never stood up.
 “Are you going to be a part 
of the Thies, Levin, Simon 
machine?” he continued at the 
July 29 debate, organized by 
Neighbors Allied for Good 
Growth at the Williamsburg 
Northside Preschool on N. 

Simon, Evan Thies, and Steve 
Levin — who was not even 
at the debate, his fourth such 
absence during the campaign 
— for being “machine poli-
ticians” who were complicit 
in the controversial 2005 re-
zoning of Williamsburg and 
Greenpoint that has not re-
sulted in promised parkland 
and affordable housing.
 “They were there at the ta-
ble with the city — they were 
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Harbor Motor Inn

Harbor Motor Inn

Sell your home for a lower
commission!

JESSE TEMPLE
Senior Vice President / Associate Broker

Office: 212-688-1000   Direct: 917-459-8018

CHARLES RUTENBERG REAL ESTATE
1214 Eighth Avenue, Park Slope 

127 E. 56th Street, New York
www.RutenbergRealtyNY.com

4%
Co-brokered Sales

2%
Direct Sales

1209 Eighth Avenue 
1L- 2 BR +  
Private Yard – 
$559K/$640mt
OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, Aug. 2,  
1–3 pm,  
Food served!

112 Vanderbilt Avenue
3160 sq.ft. 
house
OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, Aug. 2, 
2:30–4:30 pm,  
Food served!

1 Main Street
1BR/1.5 baths  
– $1.4M

SUPERIOR 
SERVICE FOR 

A LOWER 
COMMISSION

307 Sixth Avenue
(at Second St)
2 BR/1bath  
– $675K

SOLDContract Signed

Full Color Printing
 5000 double-sided UV-coated  
 4”x6” POSTCARDS — only $199

 5000 double-sided UV-coated  
 BUSINESS CARDS — only $99

164 Flatbush Avenue (at Pacific Street)
718-230-1245 www.computerwiz777.com

INCLUDES 
FREE 

DESIGN!

The Mac
Support Store

Brooklyn’s First 
Apple Authorized 
Repair Shop! 

 Mac and iPod Repair
Brand New Macs in Stock

 Mac Rentals and Loaners
 No Fee Mac Data Recovery
 Memory & Hard Drive Upgrades
 On-site Calls

168 7th Street and 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11215

718-312-8341
9–6 weekdays, 10–4 Saturday

www.macsupportstore.com 

476 Myrtle Avenue
between Washington Ave. & Hall St.

Dr. Pamella Dendtler
Dr. Monica Johnson

CLINIC HOURS:

Our services 
include:

PETS ARE BACK 
ON PINEAPPLE

ROCCO & JEZEBEL  
FOR PETS

(718) 855-8686

MONTELI TRAVEL
& CRUISES, INC.

Apple Vacations Certifi ed Agent.
Cruises, honeymoons, and last-minute getaways.

Hablamos Español
521 5th Ave, Park Slope

(718) 499–

Experience 
our world!

Art
Supplies for
the Fine Artist,
Graphic Artist,

Student
and Children

376
7th Ave.

(bet. 11th & 12th Sts)

369-4969

7th venue

Supplies

SUNSET BEER DISTRIBUTORS

KEGS BEER SODA BOTTLED WATER ICE

969 Third Avenue
(at 37 St., across from Costco)

SUNSET PARK
718-788-8000

www.SunsetBeer.com
Open Mon-Sat / We Deliver

You’re gonna need 
a bigger car.
200 varieties  
of beer in stock

CLEAN
GREEN
MAIDS
(718) 383-0875

All major credit cards accepted
Gift certificates available

Spring cleaning all year round!

62 Fourth St (corner of Hoyt)  (718) 522-5822
www.BrooklynFencing.com

at BROOKLYN FENCING CENTER

Beginners welcome!
Ages 7 & up 

Next session begins July 20th
REGISTER NOW!

Summer Fencing Camps

PARK SLOPE

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

 An unpopular developer 
surprised his critics and faced 
down a crowd of protesters in 
Park Slope on Monday night, 
taking questions from those 
who are demanding that the 
city reject the builder’s request 
to exceed the density limits at 
the Carroll Street site. 
 Black House Development 
says it needs to build three 
extra townhouses in addition 
to the 17 luxury units already 
underway because of “eco-
nomic hardship” caused, al-
legedly, by the underground 
remains of a power plant.
 “We had no idea there 
was a Con Edison substa-
tion,” Ashwin Verma, a part-
ner in the firm, told several 
dozen protesters who were 
rallying at the construction 
site, which is between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues.
 Verma and his partner 
— both admittedly inexpe-
rienced in New York real es-
tate — added that they want 
to “cooperate with the com-
munity.”
 “We will put in trees; we 
will support a park,” said the 

houses, four stories tall.
 “The major issue is the 
density,” said Al Tessier, an 
opponent who lives on Carroll 
Street, who was not swayed 
by the developer’s claims of 
financial woe.
 “That’s not a good enough 
reason for us to suffer in per-
petuity,” said Tessier. 
 Assemblywoman Joan 
Millman (D–Carroll Gardens) 
and Councilman Bill DeBla-
sio (D–Park Slope) have urged 
the Board of Standards and 
Appeals to turn down Black 
House’s proposal. In June, 
Community Board 6 passed 
a resolution asking the Board 
to reject the plans.
 Relations were already 
strained between the devel-
opers and neighbors because 
of allegedly reckless con-
struction. Neighbors claimed 
work has cracked sidewalks, 
flooded basements and sent 
nails and other debris rain-
ing onto the street
 “They’re not responsible,” 
said Johnny Werbe, a carpen-
ter, who lives next to the proj-
ect’s rear side, which extends 
to Garfield Place. “This has 
been a disaster.”

partner, Sean Ludwick. 
 But the assembled resi-
dents still object to the size 
and design of the original 
plans — which were created 
by renowned Mexican archi-
tect Enrique Norten — and 
called for the Board of Stan-
dards and Appeals to deny 
Black House’s application for 

a variance to the zoning rules. 
That hearing was scheduled 
for today and a decision is 
expected next month.
 Norten’s first design called 
for a large garden-area in 
front of the five-story apart-
ment building. Now, the de-
velopers want to fill in that 
area with the additional town-

Carroll Street protest draws unexpected guest

Developer Ashwin Verma showed up at the rally 
to plead his case — namely, that he can’t make a 
fair profit without a zoning change so he can build 
more units.
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By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

 The beloved owner of 
Tom’s Restaurant in Pros-
pect Heights has gone into 
semi-retirement and handed 
over the grill to his nephew 
who promises no changes in 
the famously courteous diner 
— except that it will finally 
be open on Sundays. 
 Gus Vlahavas, the cheer-
ful face who stopped by every 
table and handed dollar coins 
and treats to the kids, stopped 
working full-time at the lun-
cheonette named for his father 
in May. The retirement began 
after his wife, Nonie, another 
fixture in the greasy spoon, 
developed arthritis, Vlaha-
vas’s nephew Jim Kokotas 
told The Brooklyn Paper. 
 “Gus decided to ride off 
into the sunset with her. He 
said, ‘We came in together, so 
we’ll go out together,’” said 
Kokotas.  
 The passing of the torch 
was first reported by Brown-
stoner.com on Thursday. 
 Tom’s Restaurant, proud 
purveyor of hearty breakfasts 
like sweet potato pancakes 
and beef sausage, opened in 
1936 as an ice cream parlor 
under a different name. Vla-
havas’s father acquired the 
Washington Avenue eatery 
in the 1940s from the origi-
nal owners, who were fam-
ily friends, and renamed it 
Tom’s, Kokotas said.

 It was the affable Gus who 
elevated the level of customer 
service. It was his idea to 
provide free coffee, orange 
slices, cookies and French 
fries to Saturday morning 
patrons waiting for tables 
in the tightly packed dining 
room. His nephew said he also 
is responsible for the kitschy, 
yet endearing, décor, which 
could be described as quint-
essential Americana. 
 “Gus was the mastermind 

PROSPECT HEIGHTS

Jim Kokotas, owner of 
Tom’s Diner, has replaced 
beloved former owner 
(and his uncle) Gus Vla-
havas as the public face 
of the famed diner.
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behind all that,” said Koko-
tas. “He took family friendly 
service and brought it to a 
new level.”
 The one complaint custom-
ers have had for years is that 
the restaurant didn’t open on 
Sundays, because Vlahavas 
was a dedicated member of 

two church choirs. 
 Kokotas, himself a regular 
churchgoer, said Tom’s will 
begin Sunday service in Sep-
tember or October once a new 
kitchen crew and waitstaff 
can be assembled for the ex-
tra shift. 
 “Gus made it clear that’s one 
of the thing he wants to do,” 
he said. “But give me some 
time, because we don’t want 
to sacrifice the quality of the 
food and the service,”
 The restaurant has been 
popular for decades and its 
place in the neighborhood en-
abled it to survive New York 
City’s darkest days. In the ri-
oting following the assassina-
tion of the Rev. Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. in 1968, black and 
white customers protected the 
restaurant from looters who 
destroyed other businesses in 
the neighborhood. 
 Not all the lore associated 
with Tom’s is true. Contrary 
to persistent rumors, Suzanne 
Vega did not write her hit 
“Tom’s Diner,” about this res-
taurant. That honor belongs 
to the Tom’s Restaurant in 
Manhattan, whose façade reg-
ularly appeared in episodes 
of “Seinfeld,” an enduring 
1980s comedy series.
 That said, a copy of the lyr-
ics to the Vega song, signed 
by the artist, adorns the wall 
in the back corner of the eat-
ery.

By Robert Voris
for The Brooklyn Paper

 The pastrami experiment 
has failed.
 F. Martinella, the “old-
time” deli created by Boar’s 
Head nine months ago as a 
test of customer eating habits, 
closed earlier this month, the 
victim of high rents, an eco-
nomic downturn and the fact 
that customers can buy Boar’s 
Head products at pretty much 
every other deli in Brook-
lyn.
 Also, the rent for the Court 
Street location was “at a nose-
bleed level,” a local real-es-
tate broker once told The 
Brooklyn Paper.
 The novelty was not the 
meat — indeed, where can’t 

you get a Boar’s Head sand-
wich in Downtown? — but 
the throwback atmosphere, 
which featured lots of counter 
space, picture windows and 
tile on the floor, just like the 
delis of yesteryear.
 But that old-time, “Johnny 
Rockets” feel was a mirage. 
The “Since 1949” sign on 
the front door was a lie; the 
name F. Martinella a hybrid 
formed from the names of 
two of Boar’s Head’s corpo-
rate officers.
 With 2,100 employees and 
more than $800 million in 
sales last year, Boar’s Head 
is not about to perish with-
out its Court Street sandwich 
experiment, a point that was 
not missed by posters on 

F. Martinella deli closes

DOWNTOWN

the Brooklyn Heights Blog, 
which has documented the 
store’s rise and fall.
 “From its invented vintage 
to its tiled floors to its fake 
name fronting for a giant meat 

company, [F. Martinella] was 
designed to fool the neigh-
borhood that this was a good, 
old-time shoppe” posted B’rer 
Bear on the Brooklyn Heights 
Blog.

The much-hyped F. Martinella Deli on Court Street 
has closed after a very short run.
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90TH PRECINCT
Williamsburg–Bushwick
 A woman was raped in the 
basement of her S. Eighth 
Street apartment building 
on July 23, cops said.
 The victim told police that 
she went out with friends 
and returned to the build-
ing, which is between Driggs 
Avenue and Roebling Street, 
at around 12:30 am. 
 She said she remembered 
entering her apartment build-
ing, but doesn’t remember 
anything before waking up 
hours later in the basement 
being sexually assaulted on 
a mattress by the super.
 She told him to stop and 
pushed him away, but he per-
sisted.
 It is unclear how the at-
tack ended.

Hunger strikes
 A thief grabbed a strap-
hanger’s wallet at the Marcy 
Avenue subway station on 
July 21. 
 The victim was walking 
down the stairs of the G-train 
station at around 10:30 am 
when a man approached and 
stated, “I’m hungry.” 
 But he wasn’t after only 
food. The perp then bran-
dished a knife before snatch-
ing the victim’s wallet.

ATM grab
 A thug forced a man to 
take cash out of an ATM and 
give it to him on July 20. 
 The victim was on his 
way to the money machine 
on Berry Street at around 
10:30 pm when the thug came 
up and threatened him with 
a gun. 

 The victim gave the thug 
$40, but that wasn’t enough. 
So the victim took $200 more 
out of the ATM near S. Sec-
ond Street. The thug then fled 
with the cash. 

Radio raid
 Thieves broke into a Ford 
sedan that a Queens man had 
parked at Union Avenue near 
the corner of Powers Street 
on July 21 at 3 am. 
 When the victim returned 
to his unlocked vehicle about 
11 hours later, he discovered 
his radio and security cam-
era had been stolen.

Subway swipe
 A thug grabbed a wom-
an’s iPhone on the J train on 
July 23.
 The victim was boarding 
at the Lorimer Street station 
at around 3:30 pm when a 
man approached her and in-
structed her to hand over the 
popular smartphone with a 
chilling warning: “I’ll kill 
you.”
 The victim gave him the 
phone, and he fled at the 
Marcy Avenue stop.

Pepper-sprayed
 A thug grabbed a man’s 
wallet while he was trying 
to enter his apartment on S. 
Second Street on July 22.
 The thug sneaked up at 
around 1 am as the victim at 
the front door of the building, 
which is between Driggs Av-

him from behind and stated 
that he had a knife.
 That’s when the thug took 
the man’s iPhone and $85 
from his wallet and ran — 
taking a moment to return 
the wallet, however.

Lost lattes
 A thief swiped a woman’s 
bag off her Third Street stoop 
while she was sweeping up a 
neighbor’s yard on July 19.
 The 48-year-old victim 
was down the block from 
her home, which is between 
Fifth and Sixth avenues, at 
around 7:20 pm when the 
thief moved in and grabbed 
her purse, which contained 
her wallet, $70, and, perhaps 
most important, her $25 Star-
bucks gift card.

Grand theft auto
 What a surprise — only 
one reported car theft last 
week in Park Slope, which 
has seen auto thievery soar 
65 percent this year.
 In this case, a villain stole 
a 1998 Subaru from a spot on 
Baltic Street sometime be-
tween July 19 and July 31. 
 The 25-year-old victim 
told cops that she returned 
to the spot, which is between 
Third and Fourth avenues, 
and found the old car gone.

Subway stickup
 A crook grabbed a sub-
way rider’s Sidekick out of 
his hand underneath Fourth 
Avenue and Union Street on 
July 23.
 Just after midnight, the 
crook entered from another 
car, swiped the 21-year-old 
victim’s phone, and fled with 
a partner, who was already 
sitting next to the man.

Break-in
 A burglar stole electron-
ics from an Eighth Avenue 
apartment on July 17.
 Cops say the stealthy thief 
broke in through the back 
bedroom window at around 5 
pm and ran off with the vic-
tim’s wallet, two laptops, and 
a Canon camera. 
 The 28-year-old vic-
tim said he was out of the 
apartment, which is at Eighth 
Street, for just a few hours.
 — Robin Riskin

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Call 911?
 A gun-toting thief robbed 
a cellphone store on Myrtle 
Avenue on July 20, escap-
ing before anyone could call 
911 on the scores of mobile 
phones in the shop. 
 The scoundrel burst into 
the Verizon Wireless outlet, 
between Vanderbilt and Clin-
ton avenues, and brandished a 
firearm at 12:31 pm. An em-
ployee gave the robber $200 
from the cash register. 

Bejeweled
 A prowler nabbed a bevy of 
jewelry from a Clermont Av-
enue apartment on July 21.
 The 56-year-old resident, 
whose building is between 
Park and Myrtle avenues, 
said she was in the base-
ment apartment from 6 am 
to 6 pm. 
 When she returned to the 
second floor, she discovered 
that someone had stolen four 
pairs of diamond earrings, two 
necklaces, four diamond ten-
nis bracelets, two gold wed-
ding bands, a diamond ring 
and a watch. She believes the 
burglar entered through the 
kitchen window which opens 
onto the fire escape.

Hell on wheels
 Two bike-riding hoodlums 
mugged a woman early on 
July 23 on Clinton Avenue. 
 One of the pedal-pushing 
punks rode in front of the 
22-year-old victim at 5:25 am, 
blocking her way near the 
corner of Gates Avenue. His 
partner came from behind 
and covered her mouth.
 When she tried to scream 
for help, one of the rogues 
sprayed Mace in her face.
 They stole her wallet, con-
taining $15. 

Bank robbery
 Two men robbed a Fulton 
Street bank on July 31. 
 The thieves entered the 
Capital One branch near the 
corner of Clinton Avenue at 
2:40 pm and passed a note 
demanding $5,000 in 20- and 
50-dollar bills. It also said: 
“No dye packs, no alarms, 

enue and Roebling Street.
 He yelled “Hey!” and the 
victim turned around and 
promptly got sprayed in the 
face with a peppery blast. 
While the victim tended to 
his burning eyes, the perp 
grabbed the wallet and fled 
on his bike.

Brawlberry
 Thugs were hungry for 
Blackberrys on July 25, cops 
said.
 In the first incident, a 
perp beat up a guy on his 
way home and took his wal-
let and smartphone as he was 
walking along S. First Street 
near Driggs Avenue at 4:30 
am.
 About eight hours later, a 
gang of thieves surrounded 
a man near the corner of 
Leonard and Boerum streets, 
pushed him to the ground 
and took the device.

Van victim 
 Thieves stole a Ford Wind-
star that had been parked on 
Havemeyer Street at 11:30 
am on July 22.
 When the victim re-
turned to the spot, the car 
was gone.

Gate crashed
 Thieves broke into a Hope 
Street art gallery on July 5 
and took a video camera and 
a credit card machine.
 The victim told cops that 
the thieves broke through the 

front of the gallery, which is 
between Roebling and Have-
meyer streets. It was not im-
mediately clear that the thugs 
had taken anything, but days 
later, the gallery owner no-
ticed the missing camera and 
card reader.

Red handed
 A thief was caught in the 
act of breaking into an apart-
ment on S. Fourth Street at 
2:30 pm on July 26.
 The thief was trying to get 
into the building, which is 
between Havemeyer Street 
and Marcy Avenue, when a 
neighbor noticed and called 
the super. 
 When the super showed 
up, the thief ran away.
 — Shannon Geis

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Reach around
 It was easy pickings for 
a burglar who had only to 
reach into the window of a 
Second Street house to steal 
a PowerBook on July 21.
 The 26-year-old victim’s 
roommate was in the build-
ing, which is between Fifth 
and Sixth avenues, at around 
8:30 am when the long-armed 
thug made the snatch.

It’s a zoo!
 Once again, the quiet 
stretch of Flatbush Ave-
nue near the beloved Pros-
pect Park Zoo was a thieves’ 
playground last week as two 
cars were broken into under 
similarly disgusting circum-
stances.
 In the first incident, a 
thief smashed up a Mazda 
that had been on the strip be-
tween Grand Army Plaza and 
Empire Boulevard on July 20 
and made off with $2,620 
worth of photography sup-
plies.
 The 31-year-old victim 
lost an $1,800 Nikon cam-
era, plus hundreds in ancil-
lary equipment.
 Four days later, a villain 
smashed the windows of a 
purple Nissan Maxima at 
around 4 pm, making off with 
the 36-year-old victim’s debit 
card, wallet, driver’s license, 
$300, and even her Social 
Security card.

Tracksuit attack
 A striped-tracksuit-clad 
crook attacked a man on 
St. Johns Place early on July 
20.
 The victim told cops that 
he was between Sixth and 
Seventh avenues at around 4 
am when the offender choked 

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

 Police nabbed two men last week that 
they believe are responsible for a spate 
of bicycle thefts in Cobble Hill and Car-
roll Gardens this month.
 An officer busted two local men 
— Adrian Figueroa, 37, and Gasper Al-
cade, 49 — who were seen clipping the 
locks on two bikes that had been teth-
ered on Wyckoff Street on July 20. 
 Before their arrest, there were at least 
seven other cycles stolen between July 1 
and 15 in the 76th Precinct. 
 But since a cop cuffed the pair between 
Hoyt and Smith streets, there have been 
no reported missing penny-farthings, ac-

cording to a community affairs officer 
in the precinct.
 That said, the police have not linked 
Figueroa and Alcade to any of the ear-
lier crimes. 
 “We’re still investigating it,” said Vin-
cent Marrone, a cop at the the Union Street 
stationhouse in Carroll Gardens. 
 It’s clear that the men are not suspects 
in every case. In the one incident last week 
that had a witness — on Union Street on 
July 8 at 3:20 am — the victim simply 
gave his bike to a stranger who asked to 
“borrow” it. 
 The villain, far younger than the ar-
rested men, never returned the bike to the 
victim, 49, who was left forlorn near the 
corner of Henry Street.
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no one gets hurt.” 
 The teller quickly gave 
the criminals an unknown 
amount of cash from her 
drawer.
 The bank had its grand-
opening ceremony one day 
earlier.

Boys to men
 Three men stole hundreds 
of pairs of jeans from a na-
tional clothing chain on At-
lantic Avenue on July 31. 
 The trio raided the boys 
section of Old Navy, be-
tween Fort Greene Place 
and S. Portland Avenue, at 
3:55 pm and allegedly stole 
224 pairs of dungarees.
 — Mike McLaughlin

77ND PRECINCT
Prospect Heights

Barbershock
 Police arrested a 25-year-
old woman suspected of as-
saulting another woman at 
Shorty’s barbershop on 
Washington Avenue just 
before 3 pm on July 22.
 An argument turned vio-
lent when the suspect started 
swinging at the victim, pum-
meling her in the face before 
fleeing the barbershop, which 
is between Dean and Bergen 
streets. The assailant was ar-
rested later that afternoon.

Wrong number
 An unscrupulous clerk at 
the T-Mobile shop on Van-
derbilt Avenue gave a friend 
a credit card number to help 
her pay her cable and elec-
tricity bills — but the big 
problem was that the num-
ber belonged to a T-Mobile 
customer.
 The victim realized that 
he’d been duped a few days 
after buying a phone on July 
20 from the store, which is 
between Prospect and St. 
Marks places. He noticed 
that more than $1,000 had 
been charged to his card, and 
when he called the person 
who made the charges, she 
said her friend had given her 
the number to help her pay 
some bills.
 Oops.

Car cracked
 A thief broke into a car on 
Underhill Avenue overnight 
on July 23 and made off with 
fancy electronics and more 
personal items.
 The victim locked her 
car up at 6 pm on July 23 
between Pacific and Dean 
streets and returned at 8:30 
the next morning to find 
the car’s lock picked and 
her iPod, laptop, naviga-
tion system, eyeglasses and 
hair straightener gone.
 — Robert Voris

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens 

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Rags to riches
 A disheveled thief robbed 
a children’s boutique on 
Smith Street on July 10. 
 The villain, dressed in 
“dirty” and “torn” garb, en-
tered Area Kids, between 
Butler and Douglass streets, 
at 6:20 pm and first asked if 
the shop sold bicycles. (Come 
on!)
 He then simulated having 
a gun underneath his shirt 
that was pointed at the clerk. 
The employee, a 25-year-old 
man, gave the robber $250.

Full Nelson
 Two muggers choked and 
punched a woman on Nelson 
Street before robbing her on 
July 9.
 The dastards attacked the 
victim at 9:30 pm near the 
intersection of Hamilton Av-
enue. One fiend put her in 
a choke hold and the other 
punched her in the face, giv-
ing her a black eye and other 
bruises.
 The culprits stole her bag, 
containing $70, a cellphone, 
her subway pass and bank-
ing and credit cards.

Burgled
 An apartment on Union 
Street was burglarized on 
July 11 — and the thief got 
an iPod. 
 Cops said that the two 
roommies who live in the 
dwelling between Court and 
Smith streets were not in the 
apartment from 1:30 pm to 
5:20 pm.
 When the 23-year-old 
woman who lives in the 
dwelling returned, she saw 

and N. Third streets, causing 
lacerations on the 28-year-
old’s lip and chin.
 The bottle-brandishing 
woman was soon collared 
by police. 

Copper robber
 A 38-year-old was arrested 
for that ultimate Greenpoint 
crime: breaking into a con-
struction site and stealing 
copper pipes on July 21. 
 The suspect is said to 
have broken into the build-
ing, which is at Norman and 
Kingsland avenues, at around 
9:30 am and caused $7,000 
in damages to doors and air 
conditioners.
 But cops nabbed their 
suspect soon after, the lat-
est would-be copper thief in 
a neighborhood that has seen 
too many of them. 

Break-in
 A stealthy burglar ran-
sacked a Monitor Street 
house overnight on July 31, 
getting away with hundreds 
of dollars in pricey electron-
ics and jewelry. 
 The crook got into the 
home, which is between 
Norman and Nassau avenues, 
sometime after the 19-year-
old victim left his home at 
around 10 pm. When the resi-
dent returned at 4 am, he dis-
covered that cash, jewelry, 
a laptop and a Playstation 3 
were missing.
 — Jared Foretek

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge

Super-robbed!
 A thief robbed a cash reg-
ister from Frank and Eddie’s 
Meats and Deli on Third Av-
enue.
 The burglar broke into the 
store, which is on the corner 
of Bay Ridge Parkway, be-
tween 7 pm on July 22 to 8 
am on the next day, when the 
owner returned to find the 
front door broken and $300 
missing.

Peeping Tom
 A burglar broke into a 
Senator Street apartment on 
July 23 — and was caught 
inside when the resident re-
turned.
 The victim told police that 
she’d left the house at around 
1:30 pm and returned only 
an hour later.
 When she tried to open the 
door, it was stuck. The rea-
son? The burglar was stand-
ing behind the door peeping 
through her peep hole from 
inside the apartment.
 The perp fled through the 
kitchen window without tak-
ing a thing from the apart-
ment, which is between Third 
Avenue and Ridge Boule-
vard. 

Pistol whipped
 Two hoodlums brutally 
beat and robbed two peo-
ple on July 31.
 The victims were on 62nd 
Street at around 9:30 pm 
when they passed the thugs 
who were walking the other 
way.
 Shortly after passing, one 
of the thieves grabbed a vic-
tim, turned him around and 
took his bag.
 His accomplice then ap-
proached the other, bran-
dished a black handgun, and 
said, “You don’t want to die 
for less than $100.”
 He then hit the victim in 
the face with the gun. They 
took a few more valuables 
and fled.

Get a bank
 A thief entered a Fort 
Hamilton Parkway apartment 
by climbing up the fire es-
cape and through a window 
on July 31. 
 The victim was gone from 
3 am to around 6 am, when 
she returned to the apartment, 
which is between 85th and 
86th streets, to find her closet 
door broken and $1,500 re-
moved from a doll in which 
she had stuffed the cash.

Ransacked!
 A messy thief ransacked 
one woman’s Gelston Ave-
nue apartment on July 31.
 The victim left at 8 am 
and returned at around 7 pm 
to an utterly destroyed front 
lock and clothes and other 
property thrown all over her 
floor. The thief apparently 
got hungry, taking items from 
the fridge.
 In all, he got a $1,000 watch, 
$500 necklace, $3,500 in rings, 
and a $250 camera from the 
apartment, which is between 
92nd and 94th streets.

Car crazy!
 An unusually high num-
ber of car theft have caused 
some alarm in Bay Ridge last 
week. Here’s a roundup:
 • A motorcycle jacker 
robbed one man’s 2008 Ya-
maha on July 22 from a spot 
on 79th Street between 13th 
and 14th Avenues.
 •A thief jacked a 2001 
Dodge Caravan from a spot 
on 72nd Street between 13th 
and 14th avenues sometime 
between July 21 and 7:30 am 
on July 22.
 — Thomas Nocera

that the front door was dam-
aged. She and her roommate, 
a 25-year-old man, reported 
losing two laptops and an 
iPod. 

Crooklyn
 An armed robber mugged 
three teenage girls and struck 
one of the victims with the 
gun on Bush Street on July 
8. 
 The hoodlum sneaked be-
hind the young women, 17 
to 18 years old, at 7:20 pm 
while they waited for an el-
evator in a building between 
Clinton and Court streets.
 Evoking the borough’s 
rough-and-tumble past, he 
shouted, “This is Brooklyn! 
Put your stuff in the bag!”
 The women surrendered 
three necklaces, a cellphone, 
$15, a Medicaid card, and a 
Green card. 
 — Mike McLaughlin

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Car criminal
 A car was stolen on July 
26 from a garage on Ad-
ams Street by a brazen thief 
who drove the Toyota right 
through the closed metal 
gates to make his get-a-
way.
 An employee of the ga-
rage, which is at York Street, 
told police that the thief, who 
whore a white shirt and base-
ball hat, stole the car at 1 am. 
The employee also admitted 
to having left the keys on the 
car’s dashboard.

Stab happy
 An argument on Wil-
loughby Street turned vio-
lent on July 31 when one man 
pulled out a knife and stabbed 
his victim in the arm.
 The victim said he and his 
foe were arguing at around 
2:30 pm between Clermont 
and Vanderbilt avenues, when 
the attacker pulled a silver, 
four-inch knife out of his 
pocket and stabbed the vic-
tim in the arm, causing punc-
ture wounds.
 The attacked then fled and 
the victim received several 
stitches.

It takes two
 Two thieves worked in 
cahoots in a failed attempt 
to rob the Macy’s on Fulton 
Mall on July 23.
 One thief discretely stuffed 
$1,312 in polo shirts into his 
bag at 4 pm before attempt-
ing to flee the clothing store, 
which is between Hoyt and 
Smith streets.
 But both the thief and 
his female accomplice 
were grabbed by security 
and promptly arrested.
 — Jacob Kleinman

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Williamsburg

Ms. Mugger
 Two lady thugs mugged 
a Greenpoint woman on N. 
Seventh Street on July 23.
 The evil distaff siders ap-
proached the 26-year-old vic-
tim near Wythe Avenue at 
around 10:30 pm, pushing 
her to the ground, punch-
ing her in the face and tak-
ing her pocketbook, which 
contained her cash, camera 
and credit card.

Minimum rage
 Two criminals stuck up a 
Greenpoint man at gunpoint 
on July 25, making off with 
his cash, paycheck, cellphone 
and credit cards.
 The first crook approached 
the man at the corner of Van 
Dam Street and Meeker Ave-
nue at around midnight, bran-
dishing his black handgun 
and demanding that the 
29-year-old victim give up his 
wallet. The second thug then 
came from behind and took 
the wallet, police said.

Femme-fatale
 A woman was arrested for 
assaulting a man at the Le-
vee bar on July 23.
 The suspect reportedly 
struck the victim in his face 
with a beer bottle at 1:25 am 
in the bar, which is at Berry 
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No more messy adhesive or pastes.

As recently demonstrated by Dr. Tony  
on ABC & Fox News

one-step, non-surgical procedure.

Insurance coverage)
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of the Mini Dental Implant.
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Limited Time Offer
*with a puchase of MDI
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By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 Money-saving measures 
might cost Brooklynites their 
neighborhood post offices.
 The United States Postal 
Service is considering closing 
postal stations and branches 
around the borough in hopes 
of trimming a debt that is al-
ready in the billions — poten-
tially leaving the borough’s 
snail mail enthusiasts further 
from their nearest post of-
fices.
 “The postal service is 
reviewing more than 3,000 
stations and branches na-
tionwide,” said postal spokes-
woman Darleen Reid. “With 
the state of the business now, 
everything is on the table.”
 Not only is the Postal Ser-
vice in trouble financially, but 
the very nature of its busi-
ness has changed due to the 
newfangled invention called 
the e-mail, which has revo-
lutionized communication in 
the way that the telegraph ob-
viated the Pony Express.
 The agency insists it hasn’t 
made any final decisions 
about which stations and 
branches it will close, but 
insiders from the American 
Postal Workers Union claim 
that three stations and 18 “re-
tail” stations — which are 
just like regular post offices 
except that they don’t house 
mail carriers — are under 
particular scrutiny for clo-
sure in Brooklyn. 
 “The Postal Service is try-
ing to get out of the retail 
business altogether,” said 
Jim Musumeci, president of 
the American Postal Work-
ers Union’s Brooklyn local. 
“There are only three or four 
clerks and assigned to each 
retail station. There are no 
letter carriers working out 
of these stations. They are 
strictly selling stamps, postal 
money order, so they think 
it would be easier to close 
them.”
 None of the changes would 
go into affect until the fall — 
and not without substantial 
public warning, postal offi-
cials said.
 Here’s how the postal cuts 
could end up slicing the bor-
ough:

Budget cuts could stamp out your PO

PARK SLOPE: To save cash in the 11215 ZIP code, which has two satellite stations, the Postal Service is considering 
eliminating either the retail location on Seventh Avenue near Second Street or its counterpart on Prospect Park West 
near 17th Street, according to Musumeci. Closing either retail station would likely divert customers to the already bus-
tling Van Brunt Station on Ninth Street between Fourth and Fifth avenues, which is the main station in the busy 11215 
region. Clearly, customers aren’t happy. “It would be a pain in the neck,” said Seventh Avenue mailer Margaret Hagen. 
“The lines at Ninth Street are already very difficult. There is limited space there, too. The little post offices take pres-
sure off of the big post offices.” Others complained of extremely poor service at the Ninth Street location.
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BAY RIDGE/DYKER HEIGHTS: Bay Ridge and Dyker Heights 
may face one retail station closure and one branch consoli-
dation. The agency is considering consolidating the Dyker 
Heights branch near the corner of 13th Avenue and 83rd Street 
into the Fort Hamilton Branch on Fifth Avenue near the cor-
ner of 88th Street, Musumeci noted. “It’s gonna be really in-
convenient,” said resident Kevin Thornton as he strolled down 
13th Avenue. “I can do everything here, but for one thing I’m 
going to have to go to Bay Ridge?” On the north side of the 
neighborhood, the Postal Service is pondering shutting down 
the Ovington station on Fourth Avenue near 68th Street — a 
proposal that has already riled state Sen. Marty Golden (R–
Bay Ridge). “Bay Ridge can not be adequately served by one 
post office,” he said in a statement.

RED HOOK: The Postal Service is considering closing the Red 
Hook branch on Clinton Street — potentially diverting mail-
ers and the couriers themselves as far away as Cadman Plaza 
East in Downtown, said Musumeci. Post office users in the al-
ready-isolated neighborhood might be left schlepping to the Van 
Brunt station on Ninth Street between Fourth and Fifth ave-
nues — a proposal they aren’t particularly happy about. “Say 
what!? That ain’t no good idea,” said Red Hook resident Flay 
Lights at the office near the corner of Centre Street. “Look at 
all the people here, where are we going to go? This post office 
is convenient for everybody. We need it!” The location is also 
a popular one for passport applicants, as there are few lines for 
that service. Lines are far longer at the Park Slope and Cad-
man Plaza stations.

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 They’ve said it before — and they said it 
again. 
 Supporters and opponents of the embattled At-
lantic Yards project clashed at two public hearings 
this Wednesday and an information session last 
Wednesday, rehashing familiar arguments over 
the controversial mega-project in the wake of a 
new proposal that would give developer Bruce 
Ratner sweeter terms.
 The July 29 hearing at the New York Techni-
cal College on Jay Street wasn’t as uproarious as 
the June 22 session, where years of built-up frus-
tration erupted from project boosters and foes 
who long ago made up their minds on the mer-
its of the basketball arena and the 16-skyscraper 
development planned for Prospect Heights. 
 But that doesn’t mean it wasn’t without excite-
ment.
 More than 50 project opponents as well as a 
who’s who of politicians and City Council can-
didates rallied outside the hearing, demanding 
the project be halted in the wake of changes ap-
proved last month that would allow Forest City to 
build the project at a slower pace, pay the Metro-
politan Transportation Authority less money up 
front for development rights to a smaller portion 
of the railyards at the intersection of Atlantic and 
Flatbush avenues, and to make less-costly rail-
yard renovations than initially promised. 
 “The end is near. It’s time to put the proposed 
Atlantic Yards development out of its misery,” said 
Councilwoman Letitia James (D-Fort Greene).
 Meanwhile, about a dozen supporters of the proj-
ect — who were later joined at the hearing by a 
larger bloc of Atlantic Yards backers — held up 
signs and chanted: “You can’t stop the progress.”
 Inside the hearing, Daniel Goldstein, who is 
not only the spokesman for Develop Don’t De-
stroy Brooklyn, but a homeowner in the footprint 

project,” said Goldstein, whose comments were 
met with cheers and boos.
 When a booster of the project accused “a small 
group of people” of delaying a public benefit for 
a larger faction of supporters, Goldstein inter-
rupted, shouting, “We’re not a small group of 
people! We have thousands of people with us!”
 After the outburst, police escorted Goldstein 
out of the auditorium, though they permitted him 
to return moments later.
 Borough President Markowitz touted Atlantic 
Yards as a way to put Brooklynites to work, elic-
iting applause from some, and heckling from oth-
ers. At least two project opponents turned their 
backs to the Beep as he spoke.
 There were fewer interruptions than at last week’s 
informational session held by Community Boards 
2, 6 and 8. At that meeting, a crowd of union work-
ers heckled critics of the project and eventually 
brought the meeting to a standstill with stento-
rian chants of “Build it now!” and “Union jobs!”
 The $4.9-billion mega-project has been stalled 
by the downturn in the economy as well as Ratner’s 
inability to find commercial tenants for the project’s 
signature skyscraper, the now-tabled “Miss Brook-
lyn” tower. Opponents say that the changes to the 
General Project Plan approved last month require 
another round of public review. Critics say that the 
project should not go forward without at least ren-
derings that would allow the public to see what Rat-
ner envisions now that starchitect Frank Gehry, the 
designer whose inclusion in the project was one of 
its initial selling points, is no longer on the case.
 His firm has been replaced by Ellerbe Becket, 
whose initial designs have shown a generic basket-
ball arena that some liken to an airport hanger.
 Supporters say that the entire project, when com-
pleted by 2019, will create jobs and economic de-
velopment. But the modified general project plan 
now only calls for Ratner to build the arena and 
up to four buildings around it. Land for the so-
called Phase II is not currently being acquired.

of the proposed Nets basketball arena, was the 
center of attention.
 The outspoken project opponent replaced maps 
of the project site with his own posters embla-
zoned with large question marks next to the words 
“Atlantic Yards Site Plan and Renderings” and 
“Atlantic Yards Cost Benefit Analysis.”
 “We are here to comment on a project with 
no rendering, no site plan, no nothing. It’s ludi-
crous. It’s a farce. It’s a sham process for a sham 

A week of out-of-control meetings over stalled Atlantic Yards

Sarah Wenk (left) and Gilly Youner turned 
their backs on Borough President Markow-
itz during Wednesday’s hearing.

Th
e 

B
ro

o
kl

yn
 P

ap
er

 /
 B

en
 M

ue
ss

ig

Carpenter Manny Gialitis makes a point 
at a July 22 community board meeting.
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Both sides of the Atlantic Yards saga — mostly construction workers in favor and neighbors of the project footprint in opposition 
— were out in force at Wednesday’s hearing in Downtown. Here’s what our sharp-eared reporter heard.

“I’m here to fight for 
good jobs. We’ve 
been bombing for 
eight years, it’s time 
to build. … I don’t 
see too many nega-
tives. We’ve been 
spending money to 
destroy stuff, so any-
thing built in America 
is a good thing.”
Frank Basile, Queens

“Ratner definitely 
shouldn’t get any 
tax breaks — that’s 
our money that 
they’ve pulled out 
the affordable hous-
ing. It’s not right. 
I’m for putting that 
money back into the 
community.”

Beverly Corbin, 

“It is very important to 
provide opportunities 
for people to better 
their lives. The plan 
is providing housing, 
recreation, and career 
opportunities. … It’s 
also about our future. 
What can we provide 
our children?”

 

“Jobs are needed in 
New York. It’s tough 
enough as it is with 
the recession. … 
We’re not destroying 
the neighborhood, 
we’re just develop-
ing the neighbor-
hood. … You can’t 
stop progress.”

Joe Gelo,  

“It’s over-develop-
ment. … What I love 
about Brooklyn is the 
sky and the people. 
The buildings will cast 
permanent shadows. 
… High buildings 
are for Manhattan 
and Dubai, but not 
Brooklyn.”

Susan Zugaib,  
Park Slope

“I’m against the proj-
ect because I live in a 
building that’s going 
to be demolished — 
that’s my affordable 
housing. It’s ridicu-
lous to put an enor-
mous stadium in the 
middle of a residen-
tial neighbor hood.”

Jonathan Willner, 
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 Put down your guitar and pick up that bou-
zouki! Irish folk music has joined the monthly 
lineup at Jalopy.
 This is no “Riverdance,” it’s the real thing 
— actual Irishmen and -women singing in the 

classic “Sean-Nos”-
style and playing the 
traditional ouilleann 
pipes and flutes.
 Jalopy is usually 
the place for Ameri-
can folk — bluegrass, 
jazz, country or blues. 
But owner Lynette Wi-

ley said that their vision is “world traditional, 
not just American traditional.”
 Wiley has been thinking of featuring more 
Irish music for a while, so it was felicitous that 
Irish musician Mike Considine (pictured) moved 
down the block about a year ago.
 Before long, Considine and the Wileys were 
planning monthly concerts. The first one is 
this Friday, July 31 — and they’re already as 
popular as Guinness on St. Patrick’s Day.
 “We’re booked into 2010!” said Wiley.
 “Irish Night” at Jalopy [315 Columbia St. 
between Woodhull and Rapeleye streets in 
the Columbia Street Waterfront District, (718) 
395-3214], Friday, July 31, 9 pm. Tickets, $10.

— Robin Riskin

 Between 1962 and ’64, Andy Warhol put 
everyone who walked into his Factory before 
a movie camera and told them to pose for two 
minutes.
 Nearly 50 years later, 
those movies are ready 
for their 15 minutes of 
fame as underground 
rockers Dean and Britta 
— best known for being 
half of the great band, 
Luna — have set each 
of the silent, black-
and-white “screen tests” to music.
 The pair spent months watching hundreds 
of screen tests and reading up on Warhol’s 
Factory and the people who called it home.
 “The more I read, the more I wanted to [do 
this],” said Dean Wareham, the “Dean” of Dean 
and Britta.
 Among the 13 screen tests are videos of 
1960s legends Lou Reed, Nico, and Dennis 
Hopper, as well as some of The Factory’s more 
anonymous visitors. 
 The finished product is “a multimedia expe-
rience,” explained Wareham.“The film looks 
great on the big screen. I think it’s going to be 
spectacular in the park.”
 Dean and Britta perform “13 Most Beauti-
ful: Songs for Andy Warhol’s Screen Tests,” 
at the Prospect Park band shell (enter park at 
Prospect Park West and Ninth Street in Pros-
pect Park), Aug. 1, 7:30 pm. For info, visit www.
briconline.org/celebrate. — Jacob Kleinman

By the GO Dim Sum Squad
The Brooklyn Paper

ne billion Chinese people can’t be 
wrong.
 When you’re eating your over-

priced, overhyped Sunday brunch, the 
Chinese are tucking into steamers full 
of fresh-made dumplings, buns, noodle 
dishes, meats and sweets.
 They call it dim-sum. We call it deli-
cious.
 Foodies have long flocked to dim sum 
parlors that line Eighth Avenue in Sun-
set Park and Avenue U in Bensonhurst, 
where carts loaded with bamboo and metal 
steamers clamor down narrow aisles. But 
now dim sum, which roughly translates to 
“hits the spot,” is the new Sunday brunch 
for even Brooklynites who couldn’t find 
the meat on a chicken foot (we can; see 
sidebar).
 And with such a variety of offerings, 
the cuisine — which originated centuries 
ago as a tea snack and has emerged as a 
key culinary and cultural tradition in Hong 
Kong and China’s Guangdong province 
— certainly lives up to its name.
 “Every kind of cooking style that you 
can imagine is present — it’s not all dump-
lings, by any means,” said Chinese food 
expert Andrew Coe, who tests a dim sum 
parlor’s excellence by sampling three core 
dishes: the shumai (pork dumplings), the 
hargau (shrimp dumplings), and char siu 
bao (steamed roast pork buns).
 And Brooklyn’s dim sum parlors are 
excellent indeed — often besting eateries 
in Manhattan, said Coe, author of “Chop 

Suey: A Cultural History of Chinese Food 
in the United States.”
 Diners can find authentically Chinese 
experiences at standouts, including Pacifi-
cana, a dazzling and delicious 55th Street 
restaurant that boasts great soup dump-
lings and delectable tripe; East Harbor 
Seafood Palace, a 65th Street joint which 
lives up to its aquatic name with its seem-
ingly endless amount of shellfish dishes; 
King Star, on Eighth Avenue, where shrimp 
dumplings and bean curd skin rolls share 
top billing; and World Tong on 18th Av-
enue, where the chicken feet and bean-
filled sesame balls reign supreme.
 “If you go to a place like World Tong on 

Chinese New Year, it’s very much the same 
[as it is in China],” Coe said. “There’s a huge 
line outside. You can’t move because there 
are so many carts in the aisles. Everyone is 
jostling and having a good time.”
 It’s easy to enjoy the small plates meal — 
even if you’ve never had it before. Here are 
some tips for newbies who might be nervous 
about the Cantonese dining experience:
 • Go with friends: Dim sum is served in 
small plates, much like tapas, so the more 
you plates you order the more dishes you 
can try.
 • During the mid-morning and lunchtime 
rush, many dim sum parlors issue numbers 
to those waiting for tables. If you don’t speak 

Cantonese (you don’t?), make sure you let 
the host or hostess know that you’ll need 
your number to be read in English. Hover 
close and maintain eye contact.
 • Be assertive. Ask the staffers pushing 
the carts to pull up the lids on all of their 
steamers, so you won’t miss a favorite dish. 
If you can’t find something you’d like on the 
carts, place an order with a waiter (the men 
and women in suits).
 • Be sure to tip. A few bucks on the table 
isn’t much to ask after a gargantuan feast that 
will run little more than $7 per person.

GO Brooklyn’s guide to 
the best dim sum in town

 Daniel Smith is the Elvis Presley of the bassoon. 
Like the King himself, who took a then-obscure 
style and turned it into the world’s most popular 
forms of music, Smith is single-handedly bringing 

the obscure woodwind 
into its long-deserved, 
though long-deprived, 
spotlight (minus the 
seductive hips).
 “I consider myself 
a revolutionary,” he said 
last week, before kick-
ing off a weekly gig at 
Puppet’s Jazz Bar in Park 
Slope. “Not many peo-

ple have heard the bassoon the way I play it.”
 You could have stopped that sentence at the 
word “bassoon.” But Smith, who has been play-
ing the music world’s least-appreciated instru-
ment for 45 years, is trying to change that, too, 
by crossing the line from classical to jazz. 
 He denied that the bassoon is a laughing-
stock of the music world.
 “Actually, it’s one of the most difficult in-
struments to play,” said Smith, whose 20th al-
bum, “Blue Bassoon” will be available next 
month. “Where the confusion might be com-
ing from is that almost everybody, musician or 
otherwise, can’t imagine the bassoon as a viable 
jazz instrument, which I am proving wrong.”
 Daniel Smith’s Bassoon and Beyond at Pup-
pet’s Jazz Bar [481 Fifth Ave. between 11th 
and 12th streets, (718) 499-2622], first Tuesday 
of the month, beginning Aug. 4, 9 pm to 1 am. 
 — Thomas Nocera

 
 East Harbor Seafood Palace [714 
65th St. between Seventh and Eighth 
avenues in Dyker Heights, (718) 765-
0098]; King Star [6022 Eighth Ave. be-
tween 60th and 61st streets in Sunset 
Park, (718) 492-6888]; Pacificana [813 
55th St. at Eighth Avenue in Sunset 
Park, (718) 871-2880]; World Tong 
[6202 18th Ave. at 62nd Street in Ben-
sonhurst, (718) 236-8118].

278 FIFTH AVENUE, BROOKLYN
718.369.9527

Sunday Night Barbeque! Prix Fixe $19
Tues–Sat, 3-Course Prix Fixe $23

Tel: (718) 243-9172
        (718) 243-9179
Fax: (718) 243-0062

Open 24 Hours
FREE DELIVERY

515 Atlantic Avenue
(corner of Third Avenue)

Please visit us at our original location, 
HAPPY DAYS DINER (since 1991)  

at 148 Montague Street  
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 875-8361 

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

345 Court Street (at Union Street)
718-852-5015

Open 7 days for lunch and dinner · Free Valet Parking

Visit our website: www.MarcoPoloRistorante.com

MARCO POLO
  Ristorante  

Pioneer of the fine restaurant movement in Brooklyn

An exceptional meal.
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By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

im sum ain’t just dumplings.
 Dishes like shumai and pork buns 
have become commonplace at Chinese 

eateries around the United States, but tradi-
tional Cantonese brunch spots around Brook-
lyn also boast a number of less-well-known 
treats.
 In order to prepare GO Brooklyn read-
ers for a full dim sum experience, I investi-
gated some of the more unusual offerings at 
the borough’s finest parlors. Here’s my iron-
stomached guide: 

 
(taro croquettes)
 This tiny treat might look 
like a deep-fried hairball, 
but it tastes like deep-fried 
mashed potatoes. The dish 
starts with a mushy mass of taro — a purplish 
root vegetable with a slightly sweet taste. Chefs 
drop that mash into bubbling deep fat, leaving 
the taro surrounded in a crunchy, greasy layer 
of fried goodness that almost looks furry. Bite 
through the crispy exterior and you’ll find a tiny 
pocket of savory meat nested in the middle of 
the taro, like a beefy Russian nesting doll.

 
(chicken feet)
 If you’re not a dim sum 
expert, eating a chicken foot 
isn’t easy — but the reward 
makes it worthwhile. Pick-
ing up the slippery four-toed 
appendage with chopsticks 
is struggle in itself, and actually nibbling be-
tween each digit is a long and arduous pro-
cess. But each bit of lumpy flesh that falls 
free of the bone offers a delectable combina-
tion of chicken skin, cartilage and marrow! 
Start with the toes and work your way to the 
ball of the foot, spitting out any bones that are 
too hard to chew. Once you reach the ball — 
which takes some time, considering that each 
joint requires harder chomping than the pre-
vious knuckle — you’ll find a fatty lump of 
pure joy. Luckily for you first timers, many 
Brooklyn dim sum parlors remove the tal-
ons so you won’t have to worry about biting 
chicken toenails.

 
(egg custard bun)
 This fluffy bun looks so 
light it might float away, but 
it’s actually one of the heavi-
est dishes you’ll find on the dim sum cart. This 
dessert bun boasts a slightly solid, slightly 
runny — and cloyingly sweet — egg custard 
made from yolks. The filling in this bread-
coated treat actually contains so much sugar 
that it takes on a grainy, sandy texture — a 
dessert desert, if you will.

 
(steamed beef tripe)
 This chewy dish of thinly 
sliced cow stomach lining is 
one of the tastiest items. Each 
rubbery morsel gives off a 
rich flavor that’s meaty, but not gamey. It takes 
a while to gnaw through a single piece of these 
pungent offal, but each bite rewards the diner 
with a juicy burst of beefy perfection.

Here’s your guide to the weird stuff
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Little dumplings: (Above) The dim 
sum at King Star on Eighth Avenue in 
Sunset Park is considered some of the 
best in Brooklyn. (At left) East Harbor 
Seafood Palace on 65th Street in Sun-
set Park lives up to its name with a dim 
sum menu packed with fish items.
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FRI, JULY 31
ART, FUSEWORKS EXHIBIT: A show 

on editioned artwork as a field of 
discourse in itself. Free. 9 am-1 
pm. Open Source Gallery (255 17th 
St. at Fifth Avenue in Greenwood 
Heights), www.open-source-gallery.
org. 

GENDER EQUALITY FESTIVAL: En-
tertainment, activities, information, 
free food, and prizes. This year’s 
theme: “Brooklyn, We Go Hard!” 
Free. 10 am-3 pm. Cuyler Gore 
Park (Corner of Greene Avenue and 
Fulton Street in Fort Greene), www.
genyc.com. 

FILM, “THE DEER HUNTER”: Part of 
BAM’s Rediscovering John Cazale. 
$11. 3 pm. Brooklyn Academy of 
Music [30 Lafayette Ave. near St. 
Felix Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4100], www.bam.org. 

MUSIC, THE ROYAL FAMILY: With 
John Scofield, Christian Scott, Ivan 
Neville and Dumpstaphunk. $3 
(suggested). 7 pm. Prospect Park 
band shell (Enter park at Prospect 
Park West and Ninth Street in Pros-
pect Park), www.briconline.org/
celebrate. 

SWING DANCE PARTY: Lesson first, 
then party. $20. 7-9:30 pm. Dance-
wave [45 Fourth Ave. at Dean Street 
in Park Slope, (718) 522-4696], www.
dancewave.org. 

THEATER, “KING LEAR”: $18 
(seniors and children $15). 8 pm. 
Gallery Players [199 14th St., 
between Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in Park Slope, (212) 352-3101], 
galleryplayers.com. 

MUSIC, HARVEST LOCALLY: A show-
case of local musical talent hosted 
by Jeff Brelvi. Alex Maxwell, artistic 
coordinator. $5 ($3 students). 8 pm. 
Tillie’s [248 DeKalb Ave. at Vander-
bilt Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 783-
6140], www.tilliesofbrooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, MORTON SUBOTNICK: 
$15. 8:30 pm. Issue Project Room 
[232 Third St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 330-0313], www.is-
sueprojectroom.org.

FIREWORKS: Free. 9:30 pm. Board-
walk (Surf Avenue and W. 12th 
Street in Coney Island), www.coney-
islandfunguide.com. 

SAT, AUG. 1

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
ENVIRONMENTAL MUSEUM ON 

WHEELS: The nature and maritime 
Enviromedia Mobile. Exhibits, eco-
cruises, fishing, touch tank, movies, 
refreshments, music. Nature at the 
Beach Series. Free. 11 am. Valen-
tino Park [Coffey and Ferris Streets 
in Red Hook, (347) 224-5828], www.
urbandivers.org. 

INTRODUCTION TO BIRDWATCH
ING: Free. Noon. Prospect Park 
Audubon Center [Enter park at 
Lincoln Road and Ocean Avenue 
in Prospect Park, (718) 287-3400], 
www.prospectpark.org/audubon. 

Stuyvesant). 
 Free. 9 am-5 

pm. PS 321 schoolyard (Seventh Av-
enue and First Street in Park Slope), 
www.parkslopefleamarket.com. 

COMMUNITY MARKET: Free. 9 am-3 
pm. Hattie Carthan Community 
Market [Clifton Place and Marcy Av-
enue in Bedford-Stuyvesant, (212) 
594-2155]. 

ARTISTS AND FLEAS IN MCCARREN 
PARK: Free. 10 am-6 pm. McCarren 
Park (Bedford Avenue and Lorimer 
Street in Williamsburg), www.artist-
sandfleas.com. 

BROOKLYN FLEA: Free. 10 am-5 pm. 
Bishop Loughlin HS (357 Clermont 
Ave. at Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene), www.brownstoner.com/
brooklynflea. 

BROOKLYN FLEA MARKET: Free. 10 
am-5 pm. [194 20th St., between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in Green-
wood Heights, (347) 596-9614], 
www.brooklynfleamarket.com. 

ARTISTS AND FLEAS: Free. 11 am-6 
pm. (129 N. Sixth St. between 
Bedford Avenue and Berry Street 
in Williamsburg), www.artistsand-
fleas.com. 

TRUNK SHOW: Telesca. Meet the 
designers, see their latest fashions, 
and enjoy delicious treats. Free. 1-5 
pm. Old Hollywood (110 Meserole 
Ave. between Manhattan Avenue 
and Leonard Street in Greenpoint), 
www.oldhollywoodmoxie.com. 

OTHER
ART AND PHOTO SIDEWALK SALE: 

With a street chalk exhibition. Part 
of the Fifth Avenue Art & Photo 
Walk. Free. 11 am -8 pm. (Fifth 
Avenue between Third and Fourth 
streets in Park Slope). 

ART, SLIGHTLY IN SEINE EXHIBIT: 
Part of the “Art in Changing Per-
spectives.” Free. 1 pm. Brooklyn 
Waterfront Artists Coalition [499 
Van Brunt St. and the harbor in 
Red Hook, (718) 596-2506], www.
bwac.org. 

FILM, “THE GODFATHER”: Part of 
BAM’s Rediscovering John Cazale. 
$11. 3 pm. Brooklyn Academy of 
Music [30 Lafayette Ave. near St. 
Felix Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4100], www.bam.org. 

ART, DISASTER KIT CLOSING RE
CEPTION: Garden party for the 
closing of Trevor Rabb’s “Disaster 
Kit.” Free. 7 pm. Space 414 (414 Van 
Brunt St. at Coffey Street in Red 
Hook), www.space414.com. 

DUMBO FIGHT NIGHT: Sanctioned 
amateur boxing matches. $25 ($50 
reserved ring seating). 7 pm. The 
Archway [Anchorage Place at Water 

TESTS WITH MUSIC BY DEAN & 
BRITTA: Duo performs their songs. 
$3 (suggested). 7:30 pm. Prospect 
Park band shell (Enter park at Pros-
pect Park West and Ninth Street in 
Prospect Park), www.briconline.org/
celebrate. 

MUSIC, THE FORMS, PRETTY & 
NICE AND THE VALLEY ARENA: 
Presented by Friction NYC. $10. 
8 pm. Littlefield [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in Gowanus, (718) 355-3388], www.
littlefieldnyc.com. 

SALES AND MARKETS
LEWIS AVENUE FLEA MARKET: 

Free. 9 am-6 pm. (Lewis Avenue 
and Decatur streets in Bedford-

AT TWILIGHT: Led by Big Onion 
Walking Tours. $15 ($12 students 
and seniors). 5 pm. Green-Wood 
Cemetery [Fifth Avenue and 25th 
Street in Sunset Park, (212) 439-
1090], www.bigonion.com. 

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “KING LEAR”: 2 pm. See 

Friday, July 31.
THEATER, “THE SECOND PIPE OF 

DESIRE”: A staged reading of 
David Miller’s new play. Free. 7 pm. 
Old Stone House [336 Third St. be-
tween Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Park Slope, (718) 768-3195], www.
artfulconspirators.org. 

FILM, ANDY WARHOL’S SCREEN 

WHERE TO
FRIDAY
July 31

Deer men
A week of unbeliev-
able films begins 
tonight with “The 
Deer Hunter,” 
Michael Cimino’s 
flawless classic about 
a bunch of back-
woodsmen who go 
to Vietnam and 
return to a different 
world. It not only fea-
tures a great Russian 
roulette scene, a 
great job by Robert 
DeNiro, but also 
Christopher Walken 
and the late and 
great John Cazale 
(pictured).

3 pm and 7 pm. “The 
Deer Hunter” at BAM [30 
Lafayette Ave, between 
Ashland Place and St. 
Felix Street (718) 636-
4100]. Tickets $11. For 
info, visit www.bam.org.

SATURDAY
August 1

A favor  
for you
They’re making an 
offer you can’t refuse. 
Before there was 
“The Sopranos,” 
there was “The God-
father,” the greatest 
Mob movie ever. The 
original screens to -
night, and the equally 
brilliant “Godfather 
2” will be shown 
tomorrow. Both fea-
ture John Cazale as 
Fredo Corleone, who 
really did break all 
our hearts when he 
spilled the beans to 
Hyman Roth.

3 pm and 7 pm. “The 
Godfather” at BAM [30 
Lafayette Ave, between 
Ashland Place and St. 
Felix Street (718) 636-
4100]. Tickets $11. For 
info, visit www.bam.org.

WEDNESDAY
August 5

Live forever
Plenty of movies can 
claim to be cultural 
watershed moments, 
but in the 1980s, that 
movie was “Fame,” 
which not only 
encouraged every-
one to wear leg-
warmers, but also 
dance on cars in the 
street. But you know 
what? It’s still a clas-
sic, even if Irene Cara 
has virtually disap-
peared. Sad.

7:30 pm. McCarren Park 
(Bedford Avenue at N. 
12th Street in Williams-
burg). Free. For info, visit 
www.summerscreen.org. 

THURSDAY
August 6

Let it rain!
It’s “Purple Rain” as 
you’ve never seen (or 
heard) it before, 
thanks to this Cele-
brate Brooklyn sing-
along event. Grab a 
patch of grass around 
the Prospect Park 
band shell, and watch 
a rags-to-riches-story 
starring Prince while 
singing the lyrics 
(which will, thankfully, 
be flashed on screen 
for those who were 
raised in a box and 
don’t know them). It’s 
certain to become an 
instant cult classic. 
Wear something frilly.  

7:30 pm. “Purple Rain 
Sing-a-long.” Prospect 
Park band shell (enter park 
at Ninth Street and 
Prospect Park West in Park 
Slope). Free. For info, visit 
www.bricartsmedia.org.

THURSDAY
August 6

Think Pink
Inspector Clouseau is 
back! Follow the 
beloved detective as 
he bumbles his way 
through the fictional 
country of Lugash in 
search of the Pink 
Panther diamond and 
bumble his way out of 
near-death situations 
orchestrated by his 
arch-nemesis “The 
Phantom” in “The 
Return of the Pink 
Panther,” screening in 
Empire-Fulton Ferry 
State Park.

6 pm. “Return of the Pink 
Panther.” Empire-Fulton 
Ferry State Park [enter on 
Plymouth Street at Main 
Street in DUMBO, (718) 
802-0603]. Free. For info, 
visit www.brooklyn-
bridgepark.org.

See 9 DAYS on page 10

MON, AUG. 3
 Would-be 

comptrollers and public advocates 
will debate. 6 pm. St. Francis 
College [180 Remsen St., between 
Court and Clinton streets in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 875-1000]. 

TUES, AUG. 4
 Block 

party presented by the 68th 
Precinct. Free food, entertainment, 
and prizes. 6 pm. Free. [Shore 
Road at 79th Street in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 307-7870]. 

 Parade 
presented by the 78th Precinct. 
Free food, entertainment, and priz-
es. 6 pm. Free. [Fifth Avenue and 
Sterling Place to Grand Army Plaza 

in Park Slope]. 
 The 84th 

Precinct hosts a rally (with pony rides, 
too!). 6:15 pm. Brooklyn Bo rough Hall 
[209 Joralemon St., between Adams 
and Court streets in Downtown 
Brooklyn, (718) 875-6850]. 

THURS, AUG. 6

 Atlantic Yards informational 
meeting. 7:30 pm. Irondale Center 
[85 S. Oxford St. at Lafayette 
Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 596-
5443], www.councilofbrooklyn-
neighborhoods.org.

 
Monthly meeting. 8 pm. Shore Hill 
Senior Center community room 
[9000 Shore Rd. at 91st Street in 
Bay Ridge, (718) 482-3173]. 
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AUGUST 6th Gallery Walk  5:30 - 8:30  Every 1st Thursday  FREE!

A.I.R. GALLERY 
AMOS ENO GALLERY 
ASWOON GALLERY
CAPTION GALLERY
BROOKLYN ARTS COUNCIL
DUMBO ARTS CENTER
FARMANI GALLERY 
HENRY GREGG GALLERY
KLOMPCHING GALLERY 
KRIS GRAVES PROJECTS

MELVILLE HOUSE
POWERHOUSE ARENA
RABBITHOLE STUDIO
RANDALL SCOTT GALLERY
SMACK MELLON
SPRING
UMBRAGE GALLERY
VII PHOTO 
WATERMILL BROOKLYN GALLERY

PARTICIPATING GALLERIES CHECK INDIVIDUAL GALLERY 
WEBSITES FOR UP-TO-DATE INFO

Follow us on Twitter 
& become a fan on Facebook: 
DumboCulture411

Subway Directions: 
F  to York St. | A C  to High St. (Cadman Plaza W exit) | 2 3  to Clark St.

Sponsored by  

TWO TREES

ON 1ST THURSDAYS: Drink Specials, Savory Bites & Music

galapagosartspace 

“DUMBO’s commitment to the art community is demonstrated...with the 
. It seems like DUMBO could quickly become the new Chelsea.” 

- PHOTOSHELTER 

 

INFO 1-800-796-5672 M-F 9 -5GOTOTHECIRCUS.COM

SEE  7 MAN PYRAMID
ON THE HIGH WIRE

FLOYD BENNETT FIELD
AVIATOR

FLATBUSH AVE. SOUTH OF BELT PKWY. EXIT 11S BROOKLYN, NY
PHONE (718)-758-7500 WWW.AVIATORSPORTS.COM

BROOKLYN

HANGAR 5

An OfficialConcessionaire of

SPORTS AND RECREATION

BUY TICKETS IN ADVANCE AT AVIATOR, TICKETS.COM & 1-888-332-5200
BUY AT CIRCUS BOX OFFICE ON DAYS OF EVENT

AT

Y

ON ADVANCE PURCHASE OF ADULT ADMISSION!SAVE $5 

C
RCUS TARSS
C
RCUS TARSS
C
RCUS TARSS
C
RCUSC TARSS

The World’s Largest Circus Under The Big Top is Coming!

nyc’s best

summer circus!

THUR.
JULY

30
5:00 PM
8:00 PM

FRI.
JULY
31

5:00 PM
8:00 PM

SAT.
AUG.
1

2:00 PM
5:00 PM
8:00 PM

SUN.
AUG.
2

2:00 PM
5:00 PM
8:00 PM

WED.
JULY
29

10:30 AM
8:00 PM

TUES.
JULY
28

5:00 PM
8:00 PM

 MON.
JULY
27

5:00 PM
8:00 PM

CLIP HERE FOR FREE CHILD TICKET

TICKET
ADMIT 1 CHILD

FREE

12 & UNDER

C
IRCUSC
TARSS

Admit 1 Child Ages 2-12
General Admission with 

paid adult admission. 
Reserved Seat $3 extra

or VIP Seat $5 extra.
Subject to seat availability.

1 Free Ticket per child.
Limit 2 free children

per adult.

COMPLIMENTS OF THE BROOKLYN PAPER

FREE PARKING

GOOD ANY SHOW

Bay Ridge’s Newest Modern Mexican Restaurant & Lounge
Monday thru Wednesday
1/2 price drinks & appetizers ALL DAY

Thursday & Friday
1/2 price drinks 4–7 pm

Open for Lunch
Mon–Fri, $12 Prix Fixe

includes soup or salad, soda, 
coffee or tea

$13 Brunch
Saturday & Sunday

One FREE Bloody Mary, Mimosa, 
Frozen Margarita, Sangria or 

Bellini with meal

Open for Dinner
Seven days a week
Sunday thru Thursday
$25 Dinner Prix Fixe

Includes appetizer/entre/dessert

Special PARTY 
menus available

GIFT CARDS  
for all occasions

Come watch all 
your SPORTING 
EVENTS on our  
9 high-def flat 

screen TVs

GENERAL COSMETIC
SKIN CARE SPECIALISTS

Botox
Juvederm/Restylane

Chemical peels
Laser hair removal

Spider veins
Scar and blemish removal

Acne.  Herpes
Warts.  Moles

Skin cancer screening
Keloid treatments

ALAN KLING, MD
Board-Certified Dermatologist

NICOLE DeVINCENTIS, PA

718-636-0425
27 EIGHTH AVE (AT LINCOLN PL)
PARK SLOPE, BKLYN
212-288-1300
1000 PARK AVE (AT 84TH ST)
MANHATTAN, NY
DAY AND EVENING HOURS
PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
INSURANCE ACCEPTED FOR MEDICAL SERVICES

EDITORS’ PICKS
ALL MOVIE EDITION!

 DUMBO Fight Night returns — this time outdoors — 
on Saturday night.
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211 Fifth Avenue
(between Union & President)

Park Slope  (718) 636-9463
www.redwhiteandbubbly.com

Open Mon–Sat: 10am–10pm, Sun: 12pm–8pm  

twitter.com/rwbubbly
Stay updated on events, tastings 

and specials in real time!

Follow                    on

he Tragedy of King Lear” 
by the Gallery Players is in-
sanely good.

 The decorated Park Slope troupe 
pours its heart out on stage in Shake-
speare’s masterpiece of the unhinged 
king and his conniving court, wringing 
wonderful performances from the cast 
in the ultimate play about the break-
down of the nuclear family.
 Yes, the Players are the latest the-
ater company to catch a case of sum-
mertime Shakespeare fever, and — 
oh, doctor! — theater fans should pay 
a house call to the 14th Street play-
house for this limited run, through 
Aug. 2. 
 Domenic Cuskern portrayed Lear, 

the toppled monarch, with appropri-
ate levels of mania, chastened enti-
tlement and regret. John Blaylock as 
Kent and Elliott Mayer as Glouces-
ter, are worth their weight in gold 
as Lear’s loyal noblemen. Andrew 
Firda, the gangly Fool, cut through 
the gravity of the plot with satisfy-
ing moments of comic relief.
 Accolades for the Players were 
assured by the near-flawless first 
half. The actors fired on all cylin-
ders from the opening scene — Lear’s 
dispensation of his kingdom among 
his daughters — and were in synch 
until the intermission. 
 After the break, however, it must 
be admitted that the intensity flagged. 
What should have been the play’s 
climax — the gruesome blinding of 
Gloucester — was outshone by ear-
lier scenes, like Lear’s stark raving 
agony in the storm outside his cas-
tle.  
 Likewise, the virtually blood-less 
bloodletting in the later scenes that’s 
par for the course in the Bard’s trag-
edies plodded towards the inevita-
ble conclusion of a stage lined with 
corpses. Frankly, the death could 
hardly come fast enough for some 
of the writhing characters. 
 Overall, “King Lear” is very 
good and has extended periods of 
brilliance.
 “The Tragedy of King Lear” at 
the Gallery Players [199 14th St., be-
tween Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Park Slope, (718) 832-0617], through 
Aug. 2. Tickets, $15.

Gallery Players version of the Bard’s 
bloody classic is one raucous rumble

Royal request: King Lear (Dominic Cuskern) is amused by his Fool 
(Andrew Firda) in the Gallery Players’ version of “King Lear,” run-
ning through Aug. 2.
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The Butcher of  
Flatbush Ave.  
Extension
By Mike McLaughlinBy Mike McLaughlin

By Robin Riskin
The Brooklyn Paper

eeing Bernie Ma-
doff sentenced to 
150 years in prison 

isn’t the only thing that can 
make us smile during these difficult 
economic times. There’s also “Tally 
Ho!” Theater for the New City’s rip-
roaring musical about two seemingly 
financially stable men who turn out 
to be anything but when the mar-
ket crashes.
 And not just the market — ev-
erything in this production seems to 
crash, from the punches to the un-
wanted houseguests to the pies thrown 
into various faces. Eventually, the 
spoof takes a journey into the New 
Deal era, with a musical number by 
Miss Toxic Assets.
 Sure, the market may be bad, but the 
good news is that this play is free.
 “Tally Ho!” has performances on 
Aug. 9 at Herbert Von King Park in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant and on Aug. 22 
in Prospect Park. For info, visit www.
theaterforthenewcity.net.

 Brooklyn is Walt Whitman town 
this summer.
 The Artful Conspirators are put-

ting on two free pro-
ductions about the famed poet at 
Park Slope’s Old Stone House.
 The first, David Miller’s “The Sec-
ond Pipe of Desire,” is about two 
former allies split apart by the Civil 
War. The second, Dano Madden’s 
“Whitman’s Brooklyn,” recounts the 
writer’s life and work in a more stan-
dard format.
 “The Second Pipe of Desire” 
will be performed on Aug. 1 and 
8; “Whitman’s Brooklyn” will be on 
Aug. 9 and 16. For info, visit www.
artfulconspirators.org.

 Remember Robinson Crusoe, the 
adventurous castaway? Now your kids 
can get to know him, too, in the spec-
tacular one-man show, “Life on a 
Desert Island” in Prospect Park.
 It’s interactive and outdoors, plus 
it’s free and only 60 minutes (which 
means a near-certain review by Trey 
Dooley is forthcoming).
 Best of all for all the socially con-

scious, guilt-ridden parents out there, 
it’s full of lessons about the environ-
ment.
 For info, visit www.theatreplay-
ground.com.

 Open Variety Night will be wild at 
Galapagos Art Space in DUMBO
 On Aug. 3, there will be tap-danc-

ing bears, Kung Fu juggling, sword 
swallowers, comedy and aerialists 
suspended above your drinks.
 And if you want to be performing 
on stage rather than just watching 
the action, e-mail variety@galapa-
gosartspace.com, with “Open Vari-
ety” as the subject line.
 For info, visit www.galapagos-
artspace.com.

Crash and learn: The financial spoof “Tally Ho!” features Primy 
Rivera, Mark Markante and Michael-David Gordon in a send-up 
of our economic malaise.
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4408 5th Ave. (bet. 44th & 45th Sts.) (718) 438-2009

Private dining room for parties

Dominican Cuisine

JUST THE RIGHT FOOD
...at just the right price

Shrimp Camara Fongo
luscious shrimp in coconut 
milk sauce, served on spiced, 
fried plantain mash

$16.95

re-sale boutique for kids & teens

it’s time to let go...

BRING IN THIS AD
GET 20% OFF PURCHASE

@ Kidz Cut Zone   447 Sixth Avenue, Park Slope   718.369.4700

Haircuts & Products too

clothes   shoes   books   everyday items
kids   teens   maternity

pick-ups available

As seen in

TIME OUT NEW YORK 

KIDS

SALE
going on

NOW

Saturday, August 1, 2009 

or 

The Street Chalk Exhibition  
runs from 3:00 pm to 6:00 pm  

on Fourth Street (off  Fifth Avenue) 
and  

the Sidewalk Sale  
runs along Washington Park (Fifth 

Avenue between Third & Fourth Streets)  
from 11:00 am to 8:00 pm 

Park Slope Fifth Avenue 
 

Art & Photo  
Sidewalk Sale 

& 

Street Chalk  
Exhibition 

Shop for great art along  
Park Slope’s Fifth Avenue 

let the kids express their art  
at the Street Chalk Exhibition  

This event is part of the Park Slope Fifth Avenue Art & Photo Walk 
and is sponsored by the Park Slope Fifth Avenue Business 

Improvement District. For more information e-mail 
ParkSlope5AvBID@aol.com 

MAKING CYCLING FUN AGAIN!

BROOKLYN’S NEWEST BIKE SHOP

 Commuter, 
Road, Mountain, 

 
Snowboards & Skis!

Street in DUMBO, (718) 
237-8700]. 

SUN, AUG. 2

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “KING LEAR”: 3 

pm. See Friday, July 31.

SALES AND MARKETS
SUPA FLEA MARKET: Free. 

7 am-4 pm. OLPH Church 
Notre Dame Hall [545 60th 
St. between Fifth and Sixth 
avenues in Sunset Park, 
(917) 312-9855], www.OL-

PHbkny.org. 
 See 

Saturday, Aug. 1.
BROOKLYN FLEA MARKET: 

See Saturday, Aug. 1.
ARTISTS AND FLEAS: See 

Saturday, Aug. 1.
FARMERS MARKET: Free. 11 

am–5 pm. J.J. Byrne Park 
(Fifth Avenue and Fourth 
Street in Park Slope). 

BROOKLYN FLEA: Free. 
11 am–6 pm. Under the 
Brooklyn Bridge (Water 
Street and New Dock 
Street in DUMBO), www.
brownstoner.com/
brooklynflea. 

OUTDOOR ART SHOW AND 
SALE: Free. 11 am–4 pm. 
Narrows Botanical Gar-
dens [Shore Road and Bay 

Ridge Avenue in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 748-9848], www.nar-
rowsbg.org. 

OTHER
ART, SLIGHTLY IN SEINE 

EXHIBIT: See Saturday, 
Aug. 1.

FILM, “THE GODFATHER 
 Part of BAM’s 

Rediscovering John Cazale. 
$11. 3 pm. Brooklyn Acad-
emy of Music [30 Lafayette 
Ave. near St. Felix Street 
in Fort Greene, (718) 636-
4100], www.bam.org. 

FILM, “BEAT STREET”: 
Outdoor movie screen-
ing. Free. 8 pm. Habana 
Outpost [757 Fulton St. at 
S. Portland Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 858-9500], 
www.ecoeatery.com. 

MON, AUG. 3
FILM, “BLONDE VENUS”: 

See the Cary Grant and 
Marlene Deitrich classic. 
$11 ($8 seniors and stu-
dents). 6:50 pm. Brooklyn 
Academy of Music [30 
Lafayette Ave. near St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4100], www.bam.org. 

BROOKLYN CYCLONES VS 
HUDSON VALLEY: With 
special guest Darryl Straw-
berry. $8-$15. 7 pm. Key-
span Park [1904 Surf Ave. at 
W. 17th Street in Coney Is-
land, (718) 449-8497], www.
brooklyncyclones.com. 

TUES, AUG. 4
OUTDOOR PILATES: The Fit-

ness Guru leads free class. 
Free. 6:30 pm. Empire-

Fulton Ferry State Park 
[Plymouth Street and Main 
Street in DUMBO, (718) 
802-0603], www.brooklyn-
bridgepark.org. 

FILM, “I’M NO ANGEL”: 
With Cary Grant and Mae 
West. $11 ($8 seniors and 
students). 6:50 pm. Brook-
lyn Academy of Music [30 
Lafayette Ave. near St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4100], www.bam.org. 

MUSIC, FRANKIE NEGRON: 
The salsa sensation. Free. 7 
pm. Red Hook Park [Verona 
and Dwight streets in Red 
Hook, (212) 360-8290], www.
cityparksfoundation.org. 

WED, AUG. 5
FILM, “FAME”: Part of the 

Summerscreen Film Series. 
Free. Dusk. McCarren Park 
(The ballfields at Lorimer 
Street and Driggs Avenue 
in Greenpoint), summer-
screen.org. 

FILM, “HOLIDAY”: With Cary 
Grant and Katharine Hep-
burn. $11 ($8 seniors and 
students). 6:50 pm. Brook-
lyn Academy of Music [30 
Lafayette Ave. near St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4100], www.bam.org. 

THURS, AUG. 6
FILM, “THE PRISONER OF 

SECOND AVENUE”: Neil 
Simon’s comedy with Jack 
Lemmon and Anne Ban-
croft. Free. Dusk. Narrows 
Botanical Gardens (Shore 
Road and 71st Street in Bay 
Ridge), www.narrowsbg.org. 

MUSIC, ROKIA TRAORÉ: 

Part of the BAM Rhythm & 
Blues Festival. Free. Noon. 
Metrotech Commons (Myr-
tle Avenue and Jay Street 
in Downtown Brooklyn), 
www.bam.org. 

MUSIC, ZAP MAMA: Part of 
the Brooklyn Academy of 
Music R&B Festival. Free. 
noon. Metrotech Com-
mons [Between Jay and 
Duffield streets in Down-
town Brooklyn, (718) 636-
4100], www.bam.org. 

FILM, “THE RETURN OF THE 
PINK PANTHER”: Inspec-
tor Clouseau is back on 
the case. DJ set and short 
precede film. Free. 6 pm. 
Empire-Fulton Ferry State 
Park [Plymouth Street and 
Main Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 802-0603], www.
brooklynbridgepark.org. 

 $3 (suggested). 
7:30 pm. Prospect Park 
band shell (Enter park at 
Prospect Park West and 
Ninth Street in Prospect 
Park), www.briconline.org/
celebrate. 

MUSIC, DARYL HALL & 
JOHN OATES: Part of the 
Seaside Summer Concert 
Series. Free. 7:30 pm. 
Asser Levy/Seaside Park 
[W. Fifth Street and Surf 
Avenue in Coney Island, 
(718) 222-0600], www.
brooklynconcerts.com. 

JAZZ WITH LUIZ SIMAS 
TRIO: $35 ($30 seniors, $15 
students). 8 pm. Barge-
music [Fulton Ferry Land-
ing, Old Fulton Street and 
Furman Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 624-2083], www.
bargemusic.org. 

FRI, AUG. 7
GENDER EQUALITY FESTI

VAL: See Friday, July 31.

BUILDS HIS DREAM 
HOUSE”: With Cary Grant 
and Myrna Loy. $11 ($8 
seniors and students). 6:50 
pm. Brooklyn Academy of 
Music [30 Lafayette Ave. 
near St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4100], 
www.bam.org. 

MUSIC, GRACE POTTER 
AND THE NOCTURNALS: 
$3 (suggested). 7 pm. Pros-
pect Park band shell (Enter 
park at Prospect Park West 
and Ninth Street in Pros-
pect Park), www.briconline.
org/celebrate. 

ART, RED HOOK GROUP 
SHOW: Free. 7 pm. Space 
414 (414 Van Brunt St. at 
Coffey Street in Red Hook), 
www.space414.com. 

BROOKLYN CYCLONES VS 
JAMESTOWN: Game is 
also a fundraiser for the 
St. John’s Bread of Life 
soup kitchen on the party 
deck. E-mail dkellogg@
breadandlife.org for info. 
$8-$15. 7 pm. Keyspan 
Park [1904 Surf Ave. at W. 
17th Street in Coney Island, 
(718) 449-8497], www.
brooklyncyclones.com. 

FIREWORKS: See Friday, July 31.

Continued from page 8

By Jacob Kleinman
for The Brooklyn Paper

ne of the most exciting events 
of the summer is a partici-
patory screening of Prince’s 

classic film “Purple Rain” in Pros-
pect Park — but it never could 
have happened without one Park 
Slope man.
 Howard Bloom saved Prince’s 
self-produced, 1984 film from the 
dustbin of history with an unprec-
edented one-man crusade that 

comes into full fruition with the 
sing-along presentation at Cel-
ebrate Brooklyn on Aug. 6.
 “Prince made a film his way, 

which was outrageous at the time 
because people didn’t just cross 
from music to film in the 1980s,” 
said Bloom, who was then a mu-
sic industry PR man — in theory, 
the opposite of the kind of free 
spirit who would’ve been attracted 
to a film as weird and non-com-
mercial as “Purple Rain.”
 But Bloom was Prince’s loyal 
subject long before the singer 
went to the big screen. Back 
in 1981, when Bloom was busy 
working with Earth, Wind and 

Fire (remember them?), Bloom 
finally heard Prince’s eponymous 
1979 album — which went plat-
inum.
 “It was phenomenal,” said 
Bloom. “A kid no one had ever 

heard of had come out with an 
album no one had ever heard of 
and had gone platinum. It caught 
my attention, so I landed him as 
a client.”
 One day, Bloom was sitting 

in his Manhattan office when 
Prince’s manager Bob Cavallo 
called with some horrible news: 
The suits in L.A. were grumbling 
about “Purple Rain.”
 “You’ve got to be in Los Ange-
les at 11 am tomorrow,” Cavallo 
told Bloom. “We’re showing it to 
Warner Brothers tomorrow!”
 Bloom arrived just in time to 
take part in the first-ever full 
screening of “Purple Rain.” The 
lights went down, the film started, 
and two hours later doves weren’t 
the only thing that had cried.
 “I didn’t want the lights to go 
up” because everyone would see 
the tears, said Bloom. “The film 
tore through my emotional sys-
tem.”
 The suits remained unsatisfied 
— so Bloom put on the PR spin 
of the century.
 “I got pissed off,” Bloom said. 
“Everyone was saying it wasn’t 
a movie.”
 So he got up and made a speech 
in which he used terms like “cul-
tural milestone,” “artistic land-
mark,” and “genius.”

 “I also said that ‘killing “Purple 
Rain” would be a sin against art!’” 
said Bloom, who now spends ev-
ery afternoon at the Tea Lounge 
on Union Street in Park Slope 
writing his latest non-fiction tome, 
“The Genius of the Beast: A Rad-
ical Revision of Capitalism.”
 During his career, he rep-
resented Michael Jackson and 
Grandmaster Flash. But to this 
day, he is most eager to talk about 
“Purple Rain.”
 “Kids still say to me, ‘Thank 
god you saved “Purple Rain,” ’ ” 
said Bloom, whose other books in-
clude “How I Accidentally Started 
the Sixties,” which argues that he 
was at least five years ahead of 
the sex, drugs and rock and roll 
curve. “They tell me, ‘It’s the ul-
timate make-out movie.’”
 So on Aug. 6, while the teenag-
ers are going at it, and their par-
ents are singing along, Howard 
Bloom will be miles away typing 
away at yet another book at the 
Tea Lounge. He doesn’t need to 
take part in the “Purple Rain” fun; 
he’s seen the movie before.

How a Park Slope PR guy rallied 
for Prince’s 1984 landmark film

‘Purple’ prose: Park Sloper Howard Bloom may be the sec-
ond most important person in the making of Prince’s classic, 
“Purple Rain,” which will screen as part of Celebrate Brook-
lyn on Aug. 6.
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 “Purple Rain Sing-A-Long,” 
part of Celebrate Brooklyn at 
the Prospect Park band shell 
(enter park at Prospect Park 
West and Ninth Street in Pros-
pect Park), Aug. 6. For info, visit 
www.briconline.org/celebrate.

“BROOKLYN” - ORK DESIGNS 2008

142 5TH AVE (AT ST. JOHN’S PL)  �  718 399-6613
WWW.BROOKLYNFRAMEWORKS.COM

BROOKLYN 
FRAME WORKS

QUALITY

CUSTOM FRAMING 
� 

ANTIQUE & 

MODERN PRINTS

SAT, AUG. 8

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, GRAND STREET 

COMMUNITY BAND: The 
all-volunteer ensemble 
playing traditional Ameri-
can marches. Free. 12 pm. 
McCarren Park (near Bed-
ford Ave. and Lorimer St. in 
Greenpoint). 

ART CELEBRATION: Art, 
music, giveaways, food 
and drink. Free. 1 pm. Fort 
Greene Park Visitor Cen-
ter [Enter park at Myrtle 
Avenue and Washington 
Park in Fort Greene, (718) 
723-3218]. 

MUSIC, BIG DADDY KANE: 
Includes screening of 
“BDK: The Big Daddy Kane 
Story.” $3 (suggested). 
7 pm. Prospect Park 
band shell (Enter park at 
Prospect Park West and 
Ninth Street in Prospect 
Park), www.briconline.org/
celebrate. 

THEATER, “THE SECOND 
PIPE OF DESIRE”: A 
staged reading of David 
Miller’s new play. Free. 7 
pm. Old Stone House [336 
Third St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 768-3195], www.
artfulconspirators.org. 

MUSIC, MENDELSSOHN AT 
 Free. 8 pm. St. Ann’s 

Church [157 Montague 
Street at Clinton Street in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
707-1411]. 

SALES AND MARKETS
LEWIS AVENUE FLEA MAR

KET: See Saturday, Aug. 1.
 See 

Saturday, Aug. 1.
COMMUNITY MARKET: See 

Saturday, Aug. 1.
ARTISTS AND FLEAS IN MC

CARREN PARK: See Satur-
day, Aug. 1. 

BROOKLYN FLEA: See Satur-
day, Aug. 1.

BROOKLYN FLEA MARKET: 
See Saturday, Aug. 1.

YARD SALE: Free. 10 am-3 
pm. St. John’s Church [99th 
Street and Fort Hamilton 
Parkway in Bay Ridge, (718) 
745-2377], www.saint-
johns1834.org. 

ARTISTS AND FLEAS: See 
Saturday, Aug. 1.

OTHER
SOAP BOX DERBY: Vroom. 

Kids can race in Open 
Source Gallery’s Soap Box 
Derby, during one of 17th 
Street’s annual block par-
ties. Free. Open Source 
Gallery (255 17th St., at 
Fifth Avenue in Greenwood 
Heights), www.open-
source-gallery.org. 

ART, SLIGHTLY IN SEINE 
EXHIBIT: See Saturday, 
Aug. 1.

BROOKLYN CYCLONES 
VS JAMESTOWN: $8-
$15. 6 pm. Keyspan Park 
[1904 Surf Ave. at W. 17th 
Street in Coney Island, 
(718) 449-8497], www.
brooklyncyclones.com. 
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OSFO is no mere camp follower

By Louise Crawford

When the Oh So 
Feisty One told 
Smartmom that 

she didn’t want to go to 
sleepaway camp this sum-
mer, Smartmom wasn’t all 
that surprised.
 OSFO had already endured 
two sleepaway summers — 
and lived to tell the tale. The 
first camp was, Smartmom 
now admits, a tad too rus-
tic. It was the kind of place 
that Smartmom might have 
liked as a girl, so she thought 
it would be a life changing 
experience for OSFO.
 Transformational. 

 It was an all-girls camp 
in Vermont with wilderness 
training and bunks that were 
basically lean-tos (no win-
dows, no doors). Suffice it 
to say, they told parents to 
pack mosquito netting. 
 Mosquito netting. Get the 
picture?
 Oh, and it was a politically 
progressive, feminist camp 
with a daily Quaker meet-
ing. Smartmom was excited 
for the spiritual enlighten-
ment that would arise out of 
a summer like this. 
 During those two weeks, 
Smartmom got not one let-

ter from her child. She wor-
ried. She stressed. She won-
dered if she had been killed 
by a band of mosquitoes. 
 When OSFO got off the 
bus in Manhattan after two 
rainy, mildewy weeks at 
camp, Smartmom could tell 
that her experience was less 
than stellar. 
 “We’ll talk about it later,” 
OSFO whispered as they got 
into a car service to take them 
back to Brooklyn. 
 In the days that followed, 
Smartmom heard more 
and more about this special 
camp. According to OSFO, the 
food was “delicious,” the lefty 
folk songs were “fun to sing” 
(Mom, did you ever hear of 
Kumbaya?) and the backpack-
ing adventure on the Appala-
chian trail was “a highlight.” 
 So what was wrong with 
the place?
 Smartmom isn’t sure. But 
she wasn’t crazy about her 

OSFO out of her mind. 
 All in all, it was not 
OSFO’s kind of place — and 
she would not be returning 
the next summer. 

T he next year, a friend 
suggested a well-re-
garded YMCA camp in 

Rhode Island. OSFO checked 
the pictures on the Web site 
to make sure the bunks had 
windows and doors. 
 Window and doors: 
Check. 
 It wasn’t a feminist place 
or politically progressive. It 
didn’t have a spiritual compo-
nent like that Quaker meeting 
thing that gets Smartmom and 
other parents so excited.  
 In short, it was your ba-
sic fun camp with your ba-
sic fun activities: swimming, 
dodgeball, tie dying and ar-
chery. And there was other 
fun stuff, too like color war, 
dress up days, jacks and bunk-
wide pranks.

 Most important, the girls 
in OSFO’s bunk bonded, and 
nights were like an endless 
slumber party complete with 
spider sightings, shadow pup-
pets and sharing someone’s 
box of Cap’n Crunch. 
 So why didn’t she want to 
go back? Smartmom isn’t re-
ally sure. A good camp friend 
couldn’t go the same weeks 
as OSFO so that might have 
put a damper on it. 
 The Park Slope buddy who 
she went to camp with last 
year chose a different camp 
this year. Maybe that was the 
problem.  
 Or maybe she just forgot 
how much fun she had last 
year. Twelve months is a long 
time. 
 Whatever the reason, Smart-
mom wasn’t going to force her 
little baby to go anywhere she 
didn’t want to go. 
 No, no, no. 
 Except for one huge prob-
lem. Smartmom was so ea-
ger for OSFO to return to that 
camp she’d paid for the camp 
in full. In December. 
 Smartmom was stressing. 
That was $1,200 bucks down 
the drain — money out the 
window if she didn’t talk her 
daughter into camp. 
 And what about Smart-
mom’s solo writing week 

on Block Island, the week in 
heaven that was contingent on 
OSFO being at camp? Surely, 
Smartmom couldn’t go away 
by herself if her daughter was 
hanging out with nothing to 
do in Brooklyn. 
 Well, Smartmom tried 
and tried and tried but she 
couldn’t get her feisty daugh-
ter to change her mind. The 
more she told her that she 
was going to be oh so bored, 
the more determined OSFO 
was to prove her wrong. 
 So Smartmom did what 
any smart mom would do. She 
called the camp and very nicely 
asked for her money back. 
 And guess what? She didn’t 
get it all back. But she did 
get half back and the other 
half is a campership for some 
kid who really wants to go 
to camp, but can’t afford to 
pay full tuition. 
 Smartmom thought the 
camp director was unbeliev-
ably nice and reasonable. She 
thanked him profusely. 
 So the matter was settled 
except for one itty bitty prob-
lem. What was OSFO going 
to do while Smartmom was in 
Block Island for eight days? 
 She came along.
 And that, dear readers, is 
the topic of next week’s col-
umn.

bunkmates and 
the girl she met 
at camp from 
Cobble Hill 
was unbear-
ably homesick 
and that can 
be contagious. 
There was also 
that bear-sight-
ing that scared 

PARENTKIDS SCHOOL STYLE TEENS CAMPS MUSIC

FRI, JULY 31
 Storytime. $2.50. 

Moxie Spot [81 Atlantic 
Ave. between Hicks and 
Henry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

 Ringling Brothers 
and Barnum & Bailey Boom 
A Ring. One-ring verison of 
the Ringling Brothers show. 
$10-$65. [West 21st Street 
at the Boardwalk in Coney 
Island, (201) 507-8900], 
www.ringling.com. 

 Animal tales, folk-
tales, games, costumes, 
crafts, skulls and skins for 
children aged 4-11. Free. 
Prospect Park Children’s 
Corner [Corner of Flatbush 
Ave. and Empire Blvd. in 
Prospect Park, (718) 638-
7700], www.heartofbrook-
lyn.org/childrenscorner.

 Cole Bros. Circus of 
the Stars. This Ringling rival 
is back for a second tour 
in Brooklyn. $17 ($12 chil-
dren). Aviator Sports [3600 
Flatbush Ave., at Floyd 
Bennett Field in Canarsie, 
(800) 796-5672], www.
gotothecircus.com. 

 Family movie 
night. Free. Moxie Spot 
(see venue info above). 

 Reggae artist Fa-
ther Goose. Free. Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue, (718) 735-4400], 
www.brooklynkids.org. 

SAT, AUG. 1
 Ringling Broth-

ers. See Friday, July 31. 
 Catch and 

release fish. Free. Brooklyn 
Bridge Park  [1 Main St, 
at Plymouth Street in DUM-
BO, (718) 802-0603], www.
brooklynbridgepark.org. 

 Puppet show, 
“Aladdin and the Wonder-
ful Lamp.” $8 ($7 children). 
Puppetworks [338 Sixth 
Ave., at Fourth Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 965-3391], 
www.puppetworks.org. 

 Nature Crafts. Free. 
Prospect Park Audubon 
Center [Enter park at Lin coln 
Road and Ocean Avenue 
in Prospect Park, (718) 287-
3400], www.prospectpark.
org/audubon. 

 Science Power 
Hour. Free. Prospect Park 
Audubon Center (see 
venue info above).

 Story hour. Free. 
Imagination Playground 
(Enter park at Lincoln 
Road and Ocean Avenue 
in Prospect Park), www.

prospectpark.org. 
 Cole Bros. See 

Friday, July 31. 

SUN, AUG. 2
 “Alad-

din.” See Saturday, Aug. 1.
 Ringling Brothers. 

See Friday, July 31. 
 Nature Crafts. See 

Saturday, Aug. 1.
 Science Power 

Hour. See Saturday, Aug. 1.
 Story hour. See 

Saturday, Aug. 1.
 Cole Bros. See 

Friday, July 31.
 “The Land Before 

Time.” Part of the Kid 
Flicks series. $5 per person, 
$15 per family. Brooklyn 
Lyceum [227 Fourth Ave. 
at President Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 857-4816], 
www.brooklynlyceum.com. 

 “Life on a 
Desert Island.” A one-man, 
outdoor, interactive play 
based on the popular Rob-
inson Crusoe story. Free. 
Prospect Park (Fifth Street 
next to Litchfield Villa 
in Prospect Park), www.
theatreplayground.com. 

WED, AUG. 5
 Ringling Brothers. 

See Friday, July 31. 

THURS, AUG. 6
 Ringling Brothers. 

See Friday, July 31.
 “Bend It Like 

Beck ham.” Live music per-
formance first. Free. East 
River State Park [Entrance at 
Kent Avenue and N. Eighth 
Street in Williamsburg]. 

FRI, AUG. 7
 Ringling Brothers. 

See Friday, July 31. 
 Animal tales. See 

Friday, July 31.

SAT, AUG. 8
 Ringling Broth-

ers. See Friday, July 31.
 “Aladdin.” See 

Saturday, Aug. 1.
 Nature Crafts. See 

Saturday, Aug. 1.
 Science Power 

Hour. See Saturday, Aug. 1.
 Story hour. See 

Saturday, Aug. 1.
 Putumayo Kids 

Pic  nic Playground Tour. 
Part of the Carroll Park 
Kids’ Concert Series. 
$2. Carroll Park (Carroll 
Street and Smith Street 
in Carroll Gardens), www.
carrollparkbrooklyn.org. 

FAMILY CALENDAR

To list your event, visit: BrooklynPaper.com/events/submit763 President St.  718-230-5255

DAY SCHOOL, INC.

SUMMER AT

A professional staff provides a warm stimulating 
environment for your child 2.3 – 5 years old

2, 3, 4, or 5 mornings, afternoons or full days.

COME JOIN IN THE FUN!

THE 

SPOT 

Two Floors of 
Family, Food & Fun 

81 Atlantic Ave (@ Hicks)  718-923-9710  
Breakfast, Lunch, & Dinner 

FREE WEEKNIGHT KID’S MEAL!! 
Enjoy an Entrée or Special  

get a Free Kid Combo, Pizza, Pasta or Mac & Cheese 
Mon -Thurs 5:30p - 8:30p 

Visit www.themoxiespot.com for info  
on Daytime & Evening Family Activities 

FREE FRIDAY MOVIE NIGHTS 
Every Friday: 6:15 short film, 6:30 feature film 

FREE POPCORN OVER THE SUMMER! 
Free Family Disco Party! Saturday, August 8th, 6pm 

SUMMER ARTS CAMP 2009

SWIMMING
FIELD TRIPS

SCAVENGER HUNTS
ADVENTURE

Boerum Hill & Carroll 
Gardens locations

310 Atlantic Avenue (Boerum Hill)
119 Union St. (Carroll Gardens)
718-797-5600

www.creativeartsstudio.com

By Jared Foretek
for The Brooklyn Paper

 Cole Brothers bills its new 
production as the “Circus of the 
Stars,” but this better-than-aver-
age cavalcade only reached the 
moon. 
 Yes, some acts garnered won-
der and amazement, but too many 
induced yawns.
 The show’s first act — that old 
motorcycle “Globe of Death” rou-
tine — was undoubtedly one of 
the best. Watching a cyclist ride 
around the inside of the cage at 
high speeds was exciting enough, 
but then two more riders entered 
the cage and took off.
 Audience-members — of all 
ages — were justifiably awe-
struck.
 But “Circus of the Stars” 
couldn’t ride that moto-momen-
tum. The death-defying riders were 
followed by some sumo-wrestling 
clowns, whose slapstick comedy 
was a drag that had me wishing 
someone locked them inside an 
actual “Globe of Death.” 
 The show’s animals, though, 
were a blast. I never knew dogs 
jumping through hoops and over 
hurdles could be so entertaining 

(perhaps I don’t get out enough).
 And despite my well-docu-
mented refined taste in comedy, 
I also couldn’t help but chuckle 
at the sight of one of the pups 
riding a pony around the ring.
 The show’s three elephants also 
got some hearty laughs from chil-
dren and parents alike as they 
stood and sat on stools, piggy-
backed on one another and rolled 
over on command.

 But not all the animals were 
great. Synchronized camels? That 
act was so boring that wouldn’t 
even wind up on the unedited DVD 
of the Ringling Brothers’ supe-
rior (and cheaper!) one-ring show 
now going on in Coney Island.
 Some of the humans picked 
up the slack, though.
 The seven-man tightrope-
walking pyramid was incredi-
ble, and the gyroscopic “Wheel 

of Destiny” was one of the coolest 
things I’ve seen in a long time.
 But the rest of the Homo sa-
piens were absolutely Neander-
thals of entertainment. Juggling 
bowling pins? I’ve seen better 
on youtube. Next time, let’s see 
some torches. Or some knives!
 And where was the trapeze act? 
Can a spectacle even call itself a cir-
cus without high-flying action?
 But I must be a kid at heart be-

cause when I left the Aviator sports 
complex, I had a smile on my face, 
happy in the knowledge that one of 
the world’s oldest forms of family 
entertainment could still impress 
in an age of big-screen TV’s, vi-
ral videos, and octomoms.
 “Cole Bros. Circus of the Stars” 
at Aviator Sports [3600 Flatbush 
Ave. between Avenue U and the 
Belt Parkway, (800) 796-5672], 
through Aug. 2. Tickets, $12–$17.

Cole Brothers trots out its circus to compete with Boom-a-ring

Colombia’s Toprasta Troupe (above) are the highlight of the Cole Brothers circus, now through Aug. 2 at 
Aviator Sports. Elephants (right) and Svetlanta (far left) also appear.
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Father Goose will peform at the Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum on July 31.
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mounds and mounds of garbage that filled 
the park’s Long Meadow, the Parks Depart-
ment said it would seek damages from MIH 
Ventures for the unpermitted event.
 The statement was clearly an attempt to 
deflect that effort.
 “We deeply regret that volunteers and park 
staff ultimately shouldered the responsibil-
ity of cleaning up after our event,” it said. 
“MIH Ventures sincerely apologizes to the 
community for the condition of the Park on 

Monday morning. We are currently working 
with Prospect Park to ensure that the park re-
mains a clean and enjoyable place for all, as 
we too are members of the Brooklyn commu-
nity who use and appreciate Prospect Park.
 “To show our support for Prospect Park 
and our respect for the community, MIH Ven-
tures, in conjunction with Prospect Park, is 
organizing a volunteer clean-up effort to take 
place early this fall.”
 MIH Ventures worked out the agreement with 
Prospect Park Administrator Tupper Thomas.
 “Tupper was very happy to actually speak 
to the organizers and work this out,” said Eu-
gene Patron, a spokesman for the Prospect 
Park Alliance.

I’m going to fly my flag,” said 
Mike, who has also mounted 
two much smaller American 
flags on his terrace.
 That’s his right — but that 
doesn’t mean that Brook-
lynites are happy about it. 
    “This is America, but 
personally, I think it’s re-
ally sad,” said a Bay Ridge 
resident who gave his name 
as Malik. “I thought that we 
got past the whole slavery 
thing when it was abolished. hiss from nearly 2,000 pub-

lic school children,” accord-
ing to the New York Times, 
a Manhattan newspaper.
 Considering that the Bay 
Ridge Rebel flag is on pri-
vate property, even those who 
don’t agree with the symbol 
told The Brooklyn Paper they 
were left in the same position 
as former President James Bu-
chanan, who did little to stop 
the rise of the Confederacy.
 “It’s their home. People 
are going to make their own 
decisions, said Danielle Ay-
ala, of Sunset Park. “At the 
end of the day, what can you 
do?”

requested anonymity. “We’re 
free to fly any flag we want, 
but I’m not crazy about it. 
We won the war. You should 
fly the American flag.
 “It makes me feel angry 
and extremely uncomfort-
able,” she added.
 This isn’t the first time the 
so-called “Stars and Bars” 
has caused uproar.
 Politicians and pundits 
battled in 2000 over the dis-
play of a Rebel flag atop the 
South Carolina Capitol. The 
banner was removed from the 
roof and placed in a memo-
rial to Confederate soldiers 
on Statehouse grounds.
 And as recently as April, 
controversy erupted in an Al-
abama cemetery regarding 
the placement and subse-
quent removal of Confed-
erate flags.
 But controversy about 
the Dixie banner has hardly 
reached Brooklyn.
 In fact, the last time a Con-
federate flag riled up so many 
Brooklynites was when a 
Union Navy captain unfurled 
a captured Dixie banner in a 
South Williamsburg school 
in 1894, a gesture that “was 
greeted not with a rebel yell, 
but with a vigorous Northern 

Apparently, certain people 
still believe in it.”
 Mike insists the flag isn’t 
a sign of racism and claims 
he actually has confederates 
within the Bay Ridge Tow-
ers who support the banner 
— but other residents of the 
co-op complex said the Dixie 
flag doesn’t belong in Brook-
lyn.
    “I want to stay far away 
from those people [who have 
Confederate flags],” said one 
resident of the Towers who 

 “The best days for Coney 
Island are past unless we do 
something, and here we are 
doing something,” Bloomberg 
said after the vote. “Hope-
fully, we are bringing an end 
to an era of uncertainty. Is this 
going to be Disney World? 
No, of course not. That’s not 
what it’s meant to be.”
 To secure the legislative 
victory, the mayor had to win 
over Sitt’s ally, Councilman 
Domenic Recchia (D–Coney 
Island), who had long raised 
doubts about Bloomberg’s un-
tested proposal to map part 
of Coney Island’s amusement 
zone as parkland — and de-
map an adjacent park to al-
low for housing and other de-
velopment.
 Recchia’s opposition faded 
after Bloomberg agreed to 
fund a bevy of neighborhood 
improvements in the coun-
cilman’s district, including 
$30 million to renovate the 
emergency room of Coney 
Island Hospital, $5.5 million 
to build a new gym at an el-
ementary school and money 

Continued from page 1

CONEY…
to pay for a deluxe shark ex-
hibit at the New York Aquar-
ium.
 “Any single one of these 
things would be a huge ben-
efit to Coney Island,” Rec-
chia said. “The fact that this 
commitment has been made 
to provide all of these is truly 
remarkable.”
 With Recchia now satis-
fied, the Bloomberg admin-
istration can redouble its ef-
forts on Sitt, whose company 
Thor Equities owns 10-1/2 
acres of land in the faded 
amusement district near the 
Boardwalk.  
 The Times reported that 
the city is moving to buy six 
acres from Thor and add it 
to other city-owned parcels 
on which another developer 
would build a state-of-the-
art outdoor amusement park, 
between the Cyclone roller 
coaster and defunct Para-
chute Jump. 
 Sitt would then be able to 
develop his remaining prop-
erty adjacent to the proposed 
theme park, to create poten-
tially highly profitable hotels, 

shopping and other covered 
tourist attractions.
 Neither side would dis-
cuss the negotiations. 
 Wednesday’s historic 
Council vote comes as the 
fabled People’s Playground is 
vastly different — and less-
exciting — place than it was 
when Bloomberg took office 
in 2002. Astroland amuse-
ment park closed last year and 
several smaller attractions, 
like batting cages and go-
carts, shut before that. On the 
bright side, the B&B Carou-
sel was saved by Bloomberg 
and is currently being refur-
bished.
 Despite the Council’s over-
whelming support, opponents 
still decried the inclusion of 
four, 27-story hotels in the 
amusement area, saying that 
such development would ruin 
the area’s honky-tonk ambi-
ance. 
 Recchia and Speaker 
Christine Quinn (D–Manhat-
tan) said that only two such 
lodges would be included, 
though that depends on the 
outcome of the talks with Sitt 
and other landowners.
 Lawmakers have also 
raised the hopes of ride ad-
vocates by suggesting that 

A Confederate flag fly-
ing in Bay Ridge features 
Mississippi State Univer-
sity’s former logo.

Continued from page 1

Continued from page 1

REBEL…

APOLOGY

the size of the nine-and-a-
half-acre area for outdoor 
rides could be increased.
 Critics began plan-
ning Coney Island’s death-
watch. 
 “This is a sad day for New 
York City,” said Juan Riv-
ero, a spokesman for Save 
Coney Island. “As a result of 
this rezoning, people across 
the city and around the world 
who love Coney Island could 
see its historic amusement 
district shrunk, covered up 
and blocked off with high-
rises, its history destroyed 
and its potential squandered 
— all for nothing.”
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ow you can add more than $40 
million to the hundreds of mil-
lions that city taxpayers will buck-

up so that Mayor Bloomberg can pre-
tend that he is doing something to “save” 
Coney Island.
 The new fee comes in the form of a 
payoff to Coney Island’s City Councilman 
Domenic Recchia, who had long opposed 
the mayor’s scheme to rezone the current 
amusement area to allow for a wider ar-
ray of all-year entertainment, plus hous-
ing, hotels and retail shops.
 We shared Recchia’s opposition to 
the city plan, mostly because it calls for 
the city to spend more than $100 mil-
lion to acquire land from Joe Sitt, who 
also says he wants to turn Coney Island 
into a 24-7-365, Vegas-style entertain-
ment, hotel and retail complex.
 The main difference between Sitt’s 
plan and Bloomberg’s is that Sitt owns 
the land in question. City officials have 
long said that they don’t trust Sitt to do 
the job right, but the city controls its own 
zoning and, as such, has ultimate con-

gym ($5.5 million) or a fancy new home 
for our dorsal-finned friends (millions un-
clear). But if those improvements are truly 
necessary for Coney Island, they should 
be made as part of the normal budgeting 
process, not doled out simply to get the 
vote of an influential councilmember.
 Once Recchia was on board, the full 
Council rolled over, voting 44-2 to back 
the mayor’s rezoning scheme.
 The vote followed a disquieting pat-
tern when large development projects are 
concerned — local lawmakers point out 
flaws and are then bought off.
 But buying off Recchia and winning 
a rezoning in Coney Island has accom-
plished nothing in the immediate term — 
there are still no guarantees that the new 
zoning will actually bear fruit. Only de-
velopers and landowners can do that.
 So if the city is going to play “Let’s 
Make a Deal” with our valuable public 
resources, why not make the deals with 
the people who actually have some con-
trol? In Coney Island, that’s Joe Sitt, not 
Domenic Recchia.

trol over what Sitt could build there.
 We have long argued that rather than 
spending more than $100 million to buy 
out Sitt, the mayor should have used his 
zoning leverage to broker a better deal with 
Sitt — a deal that would then go through 
the normal public-review process.
  Then there would be no need for the 
current flaws in the mayor’s plan: huge 
land acquisition costs, bringing in out-
side amusement developers, or needing 
the approval of sclerotic Albany so the 
city can demap some existing parkland 
near Keyspan Park for housing.
 For months, Recchia shared our appre-
hension about the mayor’s rezoning scheme. 
But this week, he got his payoff. As Mike 
McLaughlin reported on BrooklynPaper.
com on Wednesday, Recchia gave his vote 
to the mayor after receiving a promise of 
a new emergency room at Coney Island 
Hospital, a new gym for a nearby elemen-
tary school and a new deluxe shark tank 
for the New York Aquarium.
 Make no mistake: We are not opposing 
a better hospital ($30 million), a school 

LETTERS

To the editor,
 Prospect Park is a mess, but 
the solutions are easier than they 
seem. I have become aware of 
the situation through talking 
with FIDO members, monitor-
ing the disheartening photos on 
the respectprospect.com Web site, 
and reading The Brooklyn Paper’s 
excellent coverage of the matter 
(“Trash talk! Parks Dept. going 
after party poopers,” June 24).
 I love Prospect Park and spend 
a lot of time there with my son, 
Wolf. My wife Kelly is a teacher at 
the Audubon Center and she sees 
firsthand the effects of trash on 
the wildlife and natural settings 
of Prospect Park. Kelly does her 
best to teach children how to re-

41st Street, in Manhattan. For in-
formation on products and avail-
ability, contact them using either 
the telephone machine, by calling 
(212) 819-0009, or old-fashioned 
pen and paper, by writing to 42 W. 
39th Street, New York, NY 10018.

To the editor,
 It’s official! Bruce Ratner gets 
to buy the Atlantic Rail Yards 
from the MTA for a paltry final 
price of $20 million (“MTA full 
board rubber-stamps Ratner bail-
out,” June 24)!
 The MTA originally sold the 
rail yards (appraised at well over 
$200 million) to Ratner for $100 
million, ignoring a rival bid for 
$150 million. 
 I’m aware that he still “owes” 
the other $80 million (with pay-
ments spread over 20 years so 
he can pay with inflation-cheap-
ened dollars), but do you really 
expect the MTA to try to collect 
the $80-million balance from their 
“impoverished” buddy Ratner? 
 So Ratner finally gets the yards 
for under 10 cents on the dollar! 
 Thank the MTA and Ratner 
every time you shell out $2.25 
for a subway or bus ride!
 Martin Sticht, Boerum Hill

“uniqueness” a reason to move 
here, not dump here: garbage, 
remnants of religious practices 
or otherwise.
 We hope The Brooklyn Paper 
supports us with continued cov-
erage as we work to improve our 
neighborhood.
 Aaron Brashear,  
 Greenwood Heights

The writer is “The Mayor of 
Greenwood Heights.”

To the editor,
 I like pajamas for the summer. 
I like short sleeve and long leg 
pajamas. I have only seen short 
sleeve/short leg sets at the stores 
near my home. The company I 
used to buy was Munsingwear. 
I know you have a computer at 
the newspaper where you work. 
Could you please give me the ad-
dress of the company? I’d appre-
ciate it. I don’t know if another 
company owns them.
 Pat Vovoro, Bay Ridge
Editor’s note: We don’t want to start 
a trend, but we feel for Pat, so we 
offer this information as a service 
to our loyal reader: Munsingwear is 
owned by Perry Ellis International. 
The nearest Munsingwear store is 
at 1077 Avenue of the Americas, at 

To the editor,
 Regarding your recent story 
about the Santería sacrifice near 
Green-Wood Cemetery (“Pig iron! 
Porky animal sacrifice dumped 
at cemetery gate,” July 24), Ben 
Muessig did his usual good job 
of reporting this (respectfully ob-
served) bizarre incident, but there 
is a larger issue on the streets sur-
rounding Green-Wood Cemetery: 
dumping.
 On July 14, a group of 32 resi-
dents met with the 72nd Precinct 
and Community Board 7 to discuss 
this major quality of life issue in 
addition to long-standing crim-
inal-related issues due to “park 
and party” and dumping.
 Our “unique blocks” are a ha-
ven from illicit activity, including 
a large amount of dumping due to 
homes located only on one side of 
the street. The new and old-time res-
idents are fed up and have formed 
the 23rd Street Neighbors Asso-
ciation to combat illegal dumping 
and other quality of life issues. 
 We look forward to working 
with our neighbors, Green-Wood, 
the 72nd Precinct, Con Ed, the city 
and CB7 to improve the condi-
tions on our blocks to make our 

spect the park and clean up after 
themselves. Now we have to do 
a better job teaching adults how 
to do the same.
 Everyone wants a clean park, 
even those careless few who con-
tribute to its current state. We need 
to educate people to do the right 
thing — and to enable enforce-
ment so people know there are 
consequences.
 The Sanitation and Parks de-
partments should aggressively 
educate people and enforce ex-
isting rules regarding trash dis-
posal. Uniformed enforcement 
agents should make the rounds 
on weekends distributing copies 
of the rules and making it clear 
they will be enforced and fines 
will be levied. If fines are actu-
ally levied, this program could 
pay for itself.
 If elected to the City Council, I 
will provide the resolve and lead-
ership needed to clean up Pros-
pect Park that so all of Brook-
lyn can enjoy our beautiful green 
space.
 Josh Skaller, Park Slope

The writer is a Democratic 
candidate for the 39th Council 

District, which covers Park 
Slope, Windsor Terrace, Gow-

anus and Carroll Gardens.

Send a letter
By e-mail:  
newsroom@cnglocal.com
By mail: Letters, The Brook  lyn 
Paper, One Metrotech Center, 
Suite 1001, Brooklyn, NY 11201.

 and 
include the writer’s home ad dress 
and phone number (only the writ-
er’s name and neigh bor hood are 
published with the letter). Letters 

WEB CHATTER

    

Whether you’re facing today’s challenges or planning ahead – or both – it’s more important 

than ever to save money now. That’s why M&T Bank offers checking accounts with features 

designed to do just that. And to help get your savings started, we’ll give you a cash bonus 

of up to $50 when you open a new checking account with direct deposit. Best of all, you’ll 

have a strong, reliable bank on your side. One that can help you deal with today and plan 

for tomorrow. One that can help you look forward. Stop by any M&T Bank branch, 

call 1-866-877-2407, or visit checking.mtb.com.

  Our online coverage of 
last week’s Atlantic Yards 
informational hearing (“At-
lantic antics! Yards hearing 
goes haywire!” July 23) did 
what most Atlantic Yards 
stories do: provoke lots of 
reaction. Here’s a fair syn-
opsis:
 BUILD IT NOW !!!!!!!!!!!!
 More jobs = better economy = 
better lives. But those who don’t 
want it built are mostly well-off 
middle and upper class.  
 Blazin B, Brooklyn
 You understand that the plan 
as currently designed is to pro-
duce luxury condos and a place 
of entertainment (a basketball 
arena) for the “well-off middle 
and upper class.” The jobs will 
be minimum wage selling wine 
and sushi to 28-year-old bank-
ers from Goldman Sachs. You 
get that, right?
 Opponents want smart devel-
opment that engages the commu-
nity in the development and build-
ing process and in turn accrues 
back to the community substan-
tial long-term benefits. Had the 
MTA accepted the Extell bid ($50 
million higher than Ratner’s), this 

project would have been well on 
the way to completion and could 
have been an engine of growth in 
a bad economy.
 Have you reviewed the Ex-
tell bid? Or are you a sheep just 
blindly accepting that what Ratner 
and Markowitz are feeding you 
must be true? Wake up — it’s B.S. 

Rob, Park Slope
 I’m so surprised that a gigan-
tic, monolithic development is 
stalling. If the alternate proposal 
— running a standard street grid 
through the property and using 
individual lots to build smaller 
mixed-use buildings — had been 
chosen, it would be a better de-
velopment than the monolithic 
1970s throwback towers-in-the-
park design they came up with.
 Urb, Outside
 Excuse me if I don’t have 
much sympathy for the pro-Rat-
ner thugs. But I will give them 
credit for successfully changing 
the terms of the debate. They 
state clearly that they don’t want 
any more debate about the proj-
ect, so they disrupt hearings and 
information sessions, and report-
ers swallow their bait. 
 Raul, Prospect Heights
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Brooklyn
Heights

Synagogue
131 Remsen St. · 718-522-2070

office@bhsbrooklyn.org
Affiliated with the Union of Reform Judaism

A warm, welcoming, and Jewishly 
diverse community, dedicated to 
life-long learning and to caring for 

the world and each other.
Please join us!

Shabbat evening service
every Friday at 6:30 pm

Torah study
every Saturday at 9:30 am

PARK SLOPE JEWISH CENTER
8th Avenue at 14th St.
Fri. nights at 6:30 pm

Sat. mornings at 10:00 am
Adult Ed Hebrew School

Rabbi Carie Carter
Park Slope's Egalitarian,
Conservation Synagogue

768-1453

AUTOS

MISC.

MERCHANDISE
FOR SALE

My car went 
to Heaven!

718-491-2525

Society of 
St. Vincent de Paul

Help Kids in Need

to the 

AUTOS WANTED

MERCHANDISE
FOR SALE

NATIVE AMERICAN 
ARTS & CRAFTS

Also Dream Catchers, Medicine 
Wheels, Mandelas, Peace Pipes, 

Tomahawks, Rattles, Flutes, 
Shields, Sage, Sweetgrass & 
Incense. Check out my kids 

section. Many craft kits + music, 
DVDs, books, etc. 

Over 45 categories to choose from.

To Advertise Call
718-260-2588

To Advertise Call
718-260-2588

To Advertise
In Our

Classi�eds
Call 

718-260-2588

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 

Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

Quality Dentistry
Gentle care in our ultra-modern office

RONALD I. TEICHMAN, DDS

357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street
slopedental.com  ·  768-1111

Park Slope.
FAMILY DENTISTRY

245 Fifth Avenue  (between Carroll & Garfield)

©

 Financing Available
 Insurance Plans Welcomed

Dr. Andrew Warshaw
Dr. Sari Rosenwein
Dr. Doug Pollack (Bd. Cert.)     
  Pediatric Dentistry

Hours by Appointment
Sat. & Eve. Available

789-5700

Free Consultation
24 Hour Phone 

Service

www.ParkSlopeFamilyDentistry.com

FINEST DENTAL CARE
Superior Services for Adults & Children
New! Periodontist (gum specialist) on premises.

10 Plaza St. East, Suite 1F
(bet. Flatbush & Vanderbilt Aves)

(718) 622-8020Evening 
appointments 

available.

Now in Park Slope!

Most 
Insurance 
accepted

DENTISTSDENTISTS

HEALTH, MIND & BODY

By Mike McLaughlin 
and Robin Riskin
The Brooklyn Paper

 An elite private school in 
Park Slope is caught in the 
crosshairs of its neighbors 
who say the academy’s ex-
pansion plan poses a threat 
to the quality of life on their 
blocks. 
 The Berkeley Carroll 
School intends to knock down 
its one-story annex on Lin-
coln Place and replace it with 
a larger one-story structure to 
add more classrooms, a stu-
dent lounge, dining space and 
a rooftop playground.
 The seemingly minor 
change brought more than 
75 people to the school’s 
gymnasium on Wednesday 
night to vent about the pro-
posal. But school officials de-
fended it as necessary.
 “The way our kids work 
[in school] has changed,” said 
Bob Vitalo, head of school. 
“They do a lot more group 
work, collaborative work and 
we need space for that. The 

Private school’s expansion plan is assailed in Slope

library is all filled up. We’re 
looking to create more study 
space to do the work.” 
 But in this pre-collegiate 
town-gown showdown, resi-
dents of St. Johns and Lincoln 
places who live near Berke-

ley-Carroll’s upper grades, say 
that the rooftop playground 
may be too noisy and that the 
one-story structure could cast 
unwanted shadows into their 
homes and backyards. 
 “These are quality-of-life 

issues,” said Ann James, who 
lives on St. Johns Place. “Light, 
air, peace and quiet — those 
are three of the most essential 
things people need, and those 
things are going to be affected 
by Berkeley Carroll’s walls go-
ing higher and the playground 
being on the roof. Personally, 
I am not opposed to what they 
want to do, but they have to do 
it in such a way that we can 
have those things: light, air, 
peace, and quiet.”
 The plans are not shovel-
ready, and the school prom-
ised to meet with neighbors 
throughout the planning and 
construction phases. The 
school expects the even-
tual construction to take 15 
months.
 Some critics said Berke-
ley Carroll has an uninspir-
ing track record when it 
comes to renovating its site. 
In the late 1990s, works on its 
lower-grade facility on Car-
roll Street allegedly damaged 
a neighboring home, which 
had to be evacuated.

Berkeley Carroll School board members Barbara 
Grossman (left) and Lydia Denworth showed a 
rendering of an expansion proposal by the elite 
school. Neighbors were unconvinced.
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 New Bay Ridge Rep. Mike Mc-
Mahon was one of the handful 
of congressmen 
who put the ki-
bosh on President 
Obama’s hopes of 
quick passage of 
health care reform 
this year.
 And — guess what — he’s proud 
of his efforts.

 The first-term representative 
was one of 22 freshmen who sent 

a letter to House 
Speaker Nancy Pelo-
si last week claiming 
that the bill would 
“discourage entre-
preneurial activity 
and job growth” be-

cause its burden would fall too 
heavily on small businesses.

 As a result of the letter, and 
growing discontent among more 
conservative factions of the 
Democratic Party (and, of course, 
complete lack of support from the 
GOP), the vital issue of reforming 
our expensive, inflationary and, 
frankly, not so good health care 
system has been put off.
 It was clearly time to get McMa-
hon on Line 1.

  

 Brooklyn Paper: We 

 Rep. Mike McMahon: Oh, 
so you’re one of the people 
who want universal health 
care for free?

 McMahon: The problem is 
that the way they are financ-
ing the plan. It would have 
a deleterious effect on small 
businesses because they are 
charged. If you are a subchap-
ter S and report your busi-
ness taxes on your personal 
tax return, you’re hit with a 
high tax. And if you’re a very 
small business, with an an-
nual gross of $250,000, you 
get hit with a tax as well. So 
this doesn’t help small busi-
nesses. It hurts them.

 McMahon: We want to get 
coverage without killing the 
jobs that small businesses cre-
ate. They won’t be able to hire 
people if they have to pay for 
the new coverage. The idea is 
to make the coverage more 
affordable and give them the 
opportunity to purchase it.

 McMahon: There is a pub-

lic component that makes a 
lot of sense. But the small 
businesses are not going to 
do it if you’re taxing them 
twice. And the other objec-
tion was that you want to 
tax the wealthy, but in New 
York City, a couple making 
$250,000 ain’t wealthy. So 
as a result of our letter, the 
speaker is raising the bar, if 
you will.

 McMahon: You’re not 
wealthy. If you take a fire 
lieutenant with a little over-
time married to an assistant 
principal, there’s a couple 
making $250,000. They’re 
not rich.

 McMahon: We do want to 
bring down the cost of cov-
erage and health care. That 
has to be a focus of this bill, 
and there has not been enough 
focus on that. But we have 
a bill in the House and the 
Senate has two different ver-
sions — and your guy Mc-
Mahon is trying to make sure 
the bill is as good as possi-
ble, one that will hold down 
costs. We spend 17 percent 
of our gross domestic prod-
uct on health care. It’s the 
most of any other nation. We 
are spending a lot and we’re 
not getting the bang for our 

buck. But asking small busi-
nesses to get hit with a double-
whammy is not the way. You 
can’t tell me that you think 
that just because a bill that 
it’s the right bill. We have to 
have a bill that will work.

 McMahon: I believe it will 
be done this year.

 McMahon: No, the letter 
had a good effect. The dis-
cussion is ongoing. It won’t 
derail the train, but it will 
put it on a better track.

By Thomas Tracy
Community Newspaper Group

 Cyclists will be able to 
stow their wheels right next 
to their desks, thanks to a 
new bill approved by the City 
Council this week.
 The legislation, pro-
posed by City Councilman 
David Yassky (D–Brook-
lyn Heights), will require 
owners of large commer-
cial buildings to allow bi-
cyclists to bring their two-
wheelers into their offices 
rather than leave them out-
side to be preyed upon by 

thieves or the elements.
 But Yassky said he pushed 
for the legislation on envi-
ronmental grounds.
 “In a city in which one in 
eight kids has asthma, this 
bill is a long overdue step 
toward reducing carbon 
emissions, improving pub-
lic health, and building a sus-
tainable transportation infra-
structure,” said Yassky.
 The bill passed on Wednes-
day by a 46 to 1 vote. The 
only dissenting vote was from 
Erik Dilan (D–Bushwick).
 Such a piece of legisla-
tion may sound like a no-

brainer, but building owners 
and management companies 
did lobby against it, claim-
ing that bicycles clutter up 
hallways and damage floors, 
and that it would be a hard-
ship to provide ramps and 
other forms of access for bi-
cyclists.
 But Transportation Com-
missioner Janette Sadik-Khan 
said such lobbying was ul-
timately pointless, as “im-
proved [bike] access is a 
tremendous boon for busi-
nesses who want to encour-
age cycling among their em-
ployees.” 

Yassky bike-parking bill passes
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Requirements:

R

Helping Others

Help Themselves

www.vnasi.org

Ns will provide and coordinate comprehensive care to our patients, including education
of the patients and their families in order to maintain a maximum level of health. Must have
own malpractice, driver’s license and two years Med/Surg background. Requires current NYS
RN License.

We provide rewarding opportunities with excellent salaries and benefits.

EEOE

RNS FULL TIME
UP TO $5,000 SIGN-ON BONUS

ACUTE CARE,
MATERNAL CHILD HEALTH

DRIVERS NEEDED

Please call
718-763-8888

Sales Auto – Bay Ridge Subaru is looking for 
you to become the best Salesperson in 
BROOKLYN! We are looking for an individual 
that knows how to sell, be a team player & knows 
how to close the deal. Exp/no exp - we are hiring! 
We offer all the Benefits you have been looking 
for & much more! 

Please fax resume to 866-614-7416.
       This opportunity is for a limited time!

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

BBBBBBBBB   SSSSBBS

BROOKLYN 
BOOKKEEPING SERVICES 
SERVICES:

SOFTWARE:

Save Your Home or Business
Low, Low Fees

The Law Offices of Glenn S. Kessler
BANKRUPTCY ONLY BANKRUPTCY

32 Court St., Suite 704, Bklyn, NY
853 7th Ave. Suite 8D, New York, NY

In L.I., (516) 216-7409

www.debtfreenyc.com

COMPUTER REPAIR

917-769-7440

Do You Have Peace of Mind?
www.EliteBodiesbyJJones.com

ATTORNEYS

ENTERTAINMENT

L32-44

Magician & Comical Nerd
Birthday parties and special 

occasions — Adults & Kids. 

Comedy, Magic, Balloon Sculpting, 
Puppets, Games, M.C., Comic Roastings.

“University Professor of Speech & Communications”
718-434-9697
917-318-9092

FAMILY
CLASSIFIED

* Voted SNA’s Newspaper Of the Year 2008
* Voted SNA’s Best Community Website (First Place) 2009

To Advertise
In Our

Classi�eds
Call 

718-260-2588

Visit us on
the web at

www.brooklyn
paper.com

To Advertise
In Our

Classi�eds
Call 

718-260-2588

Visit us on the web at
www.brooklynpaper.com

To Advertise
Call

718-260-2588

* Voted SNA’s Newspaper 
Of the Year 2008

* Voted SNA’s Best Community
Website (First Place) 2009

Visit Us On The Web At
www.brooklynpaper.com
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ARCHITECT &
INTERIOR DESIGNER

Martin della Paolera
ARCHITECT

One Day Bath Solutions!
Save up to 90% replacement cost

Expert Reglazing for:
Bathtubs & Sinks
Wall & Floor Tile
Refinished Like New
Finished in any color

Now selling tub and 
sink fixtures, shower 

doors and a wide 
variety of bath vanities 
and medicine cabinets

Premier Baths Inc.
718-238-8460
1-866-399-TUBS (8827)
www.premierbathsinc.com

10 Year 
Warranty

LIC. 1289423Carpentry Plus

CARPET CLEANING

BETTER CARPET WAREHOUSEEnhance The Beauty of Your 
Home with Fresh Clean Carpets

Quick Drying Method. We Offer

Call for FREE Est. 718-832-0900

USA CARPET 
& UPHOLSTERY

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

ENLIGHTENED

Denton Cleaning
What’s Your Time Worth?
Leave the cleaning to US!
Residential & Commercial

Fully Insured & Bonded

917 796-9830
718 333-1181

Office 718-258-2796
Cell 646-234-4477

ALL WORK 
GUARANTEED!

RECESSION PRICES!!

NEW HEIGHTS
CONSTRUCTION LLC

800-525-5102
718-767-0044

SUMMER SPECIALS ON WINDOWS

SENIORS
25% Discount

A Step Above the Rest!

Call: 718-893-4006

FLOOR
SANDING

ALSO
AVAILABLE

CHRIS MULLINS

Must be presented
at time of estimate

for a free estimate

InsuredLicense #
904813

Custom Construction
- 30 Years in Business -

Restoration & Remodeling

DECKS
 by Bart

Free Estimates
Call Bart:

20+ years experience

We build year round
Plan Ahead

(718) 284-8053
800-YES-4-DECK

Design Assist./Archit. Enginr.
DecksByBartNYC.com

No job too big, no job too small!

Licensed electrician

K&M ELECTRIC
SERVICES

Call Keith  (646) 423-7674

Difficult Termite Problems
– Our Specialty

 

for your home & garden
design, installation 

& maintenance
for yards, terraces, roofs

 & containers

Visit our Shop
479 Atlantic Ave
(718) 554-0207

www.gardendig.com

...growing with ideas

indoor and outdoor

Garden Design and 
Installation specializing
in bluestone

www.theartistgarden.com
1-646-644-7156
zanzibarblue@
hotmail.com

KBM Handyman Services

FREE ESTIMATE

Specializing in
plumbing repairs &
installations only.

Baby, it's cold

INSIDE!
IF YOUR HOUSE:

please call us today for a
Home Energy Assessment.

Foam Insulation Specialists

ARIK J. MOVING & STORAGE
SPECIAL LOCAL RATES

Licensed & Insured
 

The Company has the right to change prices any  time.

Lowest Rates from NY
To Florida & in between

USDOT T37637

HAIDER
Painting & Decorating

Interior & Exterior
For Low Prices & Quality Work

Call Anytime!
Sheetrock
Plastering
Taping
Tile Work
Paperhanging
Design
Carpentry

Free Estimates

718-437-2368
917-539-8168

Excellent References

Got a leak?
Call Anthony!

Boilers  Water Heaters 
Sewer & Drain Cleaning 

Toilets  Sinks  Tubs  Showers

i

i .

718-855-0455  FAX 718-855-9131  
1045 ATLANTIC AVE. BKLYN, NY 11238

GAFFNEY
PLUMBING & HEATING SUPPLY

Ask For Carlos

Best Prices Around!  Free Estimates • Lic. #1275894

We Specialize in Waterproofing. All Types of Roofing
Cement Work • Brick • Pressure Cleaning

Fully Insured • Residential/Commercial
No Job Too Big...No Job Too Small

 

We Stop 
Leaks!

MIKE’S 
ROOFING

Free Estimates

H&J Lic #1220418

ROOFING CO.
Flat roof ��Rubber roof

Sky lights � Shingles
Leaders � Gutters

All jobs owner supervised!
Over 15 years experience!

Residential
Industrial � Commercial

(718) 844-8448

BENSON ROOFING
Home Improvement · Specializing in Roofs

Rubberized Roof · SBS Cold Process · Shingle Roofs  
New Roofs · Gutters · Leaders · Skylights Roofing · 

Repair · Waterproofing · Free Estimates
All Work Guaranteed · Fully Insured · Lic 115908
1747 E. 3rd St., Brooklyn, NY 11223
Tel 718-382-4449/Cell 917-535-3506

FIVE STAR CARTING INC

718 349-7555

RESIDENTIAL &
COMMERCIAL

Serving All
of NYC

Mention Brooklyn Papers For Special Service Rates In Your Area

FAST
SERVICE

FREE
ESTIMATE

A39

MULTI-RUBBISH 
REMOVAL & DEMO

We Do Clean-Outs, House
Stores, Bsmts, Bkyds, 
Garages, Of�ces Old 

Furniture & Appl’ Removal 

cell: (347) 210-4988

RUBBISH REMOVAL
By Ron

347.268.7792

BATHTUB REGLAZING

ESTATE
PURCHASES

QUALITY
REPLACEMENT

Fully licensed & Insured

Call 718-227-8787

SAVE
ENERGY

CUSTOM WINDOW
INSTALLATION

COLDWELLBANKERMOVES.COM

4 BRs, 4.5 bthrms on 
cul de sac. 

Taxes 12000 with 
1 acre of land

 5000 sq ft home

PLUMBING & HEATING

Visit us on the web at

www.brooklynpaper.comTo Advertise Call
718-260-2588

To Advertise
In Our

Classi�eds
Call 

718-260-2588
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ARE YOU CARING 
FOR AN ELDERLY 

RELATIVE OR SOMEONE 
WITH MEMORY LOSS?

We’re here to 
help you and 
your relatives

“I wish a Center like 
this was available for 

my mother — it’s a 
lifesaver for families.”

— Former New York 
Mets All-Star  

Keith Hernandez

The Jacquelyn 
Hernandez Adult 

Day Health Center
provides:

Medicaid COVERS all costs

The Jacquelyn Hernandez Adult Day Health Center
380 Henry Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201

To arrange a tour or request an application, call:

Barbara Williams – 718.855.2050

of the

STORMEYE The world’s best Cyclones coverage

e can jam a left-handed batter with a slider, freeze 
a lefty with a curve — and take down a deer at 
40 yards with a bow and arrow.

 Meet “Hunterman,” the lefty specialist in the Cy-
clones bullpen and the deadliest deerstalker this side 
of the Brooklyn Bridge.
 Hunterman — Brandon Sage, if you insist — is 
holding lefties to a .071 average and has a 0.64 ERA, 
second on the Clones.
 Clearly, the Mets got something right when they 
drafted the 22-year-old in the 37th round, despite his 
4.64 ERA for the University of South Alabama. The 
6-foot-2 southpaw doesn’t talk much, but he quickly 
earned the trust of manager Pedro Lopez with his 
aggressive approach on the mound and the affection 
of his teammates with his 
slowwww ’Bama drawl.
 “Hunterman’s just got 
that country swagger,” said 
catcher Ralph Henriquez, 
who’s from Key West, Fla. 
“They don’t make them 
like that where I’m from 
— he’s probably shot like 
40 deer.”
 Lopez preferred to focus 
on Sage’s other firepower.
 “His secondary pitches 
are so good, he’s tough to 
catch,” said the skipper. 
“He’s everything they said he was — and more.”
 Sage didn’t know what to expect when he got the 
call from the Mets. Growing up and going to college 
in Mobile, he could drive to the woods in minutes in 
his jacked-up Bronco, blasting his favorite country 
singer, Hank Williams Jr.
 “I knew it was going to be different,” said Sage.
 And?
 “There are a lot more buildings.”
 So he’s a man of few words. Good thing I’ve been 
to Mobile so I could bring up a few other differences: 
tattooed hipsters vs. tanned ex-cheerleaders? “No com-
parison,” he said. The subway vs. trucks with giant 
rims? “The subway’s a treat.” And Keyspan Park vs. 
Hank Aaron Stadium — the Mobile BayBears’ park 
where luxury boxes take up the entire field level? (He 
likes Keyspan.)
 Anything I missed?
 “They don’t play country music at the Buffalo Wild 
Wings here,” he said, referring to the national chain in 
the Atlantic Center Mall, a popular Cyclones hang-
out.
 Sage’s college coach was pleased to hear that his 
former star was making himself at home.
 “Being a southern boy, he’s probably not used to 
the culture in Brooklyn, but he’s a fine young man, so 
I’m sure he’ll get it,” said Steve Kittrell, who wasn’t 
surprised that Sage was adjusting to pro lefties, either. 
“He’s got a knack for getting lefties out, because they 
have to expect the breaking ball, and he can locate the 
fastball pretty good, too.”
 The lefty killer himself didn’t have much to say 
about his pitching technique, but he was happy to 
show me how to take down a deer with one shot.
 “The place you want to hit it is right behind the 
shoulder blade. The arrow goes right through his lung 
and the deer just drops,” Sage explained.
 It’s the same technique for freezing lefties with a 
breaking ball, I asked.
 “No,” said Sage.
 I tried again with my best Forest Gump imperson-
ation. “Ain’t strikin’ out a lefty just like baggin’ a big 
ol’ buck?”
 “Not really,” said Sage.
 The ballplayer had baffled the beat writer. Guess 
it goes to show that — to quote Hank Jr. — a coun-
try boy can survive, even in Brooklyn.

Zeke Faux is a sports columnist for The Brooklyn  
Paper. His last name is pronounced “Fox.”

The Faux Hole
 Outfielder John Servidio trails hated Yankee Neil 
Medchill for the homer lead, nine to six. All of Ser-
vidio’s homers have come at Keyspan Park. … The 
Cyclones were offering free season tickets for life to 
anyone who gave birth or promised to name their kid 
“Cy” or “Brooklyn” during Sunday’s “Bellies and Base-
ball” promotion. No one did. … Monday is both Darryl 
Strawberry Night and Medieval Times Night at Key-
span Park. The first 2,500 fans will get a Strawberry 
bobblehead. The Straw is not expected to participate in 
the jousts, but you never know. … Of the nine Cyclones 
with the most at-bats, four had batting averages below 
.200, the dreaded “Mendoza Line,” through Tuesday. 
Luis Nieves has the lowest at .138. … Reliever Lance 
Hoge (2.31 ERA) was called up to Savannah on July 
26. … Outfielder Nick Santomauro is hitting .400 
with three homers over his last five games. … The 
Cyclones’ .979 fielding percentage led the New York–
Penn League entering Tuesday. … Michael Powers 
led the league in saves with seven through Tuesday. 
… Luis Rivera unsuccessfully attempted to break his 
bat over his knee after striking out to end the sixth on 
Tuesday. Later, Nieves successfully dashed his batting 
helmet into pieces after getting thrown out.

Sage, a deerslayer back 
home, is killing lefties

By Zeke Faux

By Zeke Faux
for The Brooklyn Paper

 Hey Cyclones, your next 
team dinner is on Mike 
Lynn!
 The reliever was saved by 
spectacular defense twice this 
week. When he served up a 
deep drive on Sunday, Justin 
Garber laid out and made a 
diving catch as he sprinted 
back into the right-center-
field gap. And when Lynn 
gave up a potentially game-
losing hit in the 13th inning 
the next night, Luis Rivera 
gunned down a runner at the 
plate to keep the game tied.
 “[Garber’s play] was 
one of the best catches I’ve 
ever seen,” said the grateful 
pitcher, who earned the win 
in the 3–2, 14-inning victory 
over Aberdeen on Monday. 

“I told him I’d buy him din-
ner — same as with Luis.”
 The right-hander’s first gift 
came on his first pitch on Sun-
day — a hanging breaking 
ball that Yankee Luke Mur-
ton smashed over Garber’s 
head and to his left.
 “I thought I was going to 
catch it on the run, but the 
ball kept sailing and at the 
last second I had to jump for 
it,” said Garber, whose full-
extension dive shocked the 
Staten Island crowd — and 
impressed his manager.
 “It was probably the best 
catch I’ve seen as a manager,” 
said Pedro Lopez. “It was a 
turning point in the game.”
 Garber’s grab turned a pos-
sible triple into a sac fly, keep-
ing the Cyclones up by two in 
the fifth inning of the even-

tual 10–9 win. But Rivera’s 
laser kept the Li’l Amazin’s 
from falling behind in extra 
innings.
 With runners on first and 
second and two outs in the top 
of the 13th, Aberdeen’s Levi 
Carolus lined a single to right 
field. Rivera charged the ball, 
came up with it on one hop 
and fired to catcher Ralph 
Henriquez, who blocked the 
plate and made the tag, keep-
ing the game tied.
 The Cyclones won the 
game in the next frame.
 “I knew I’d get him be-
cause when I got the ball, I 
saw the runner at third base,” 
said Rivera, whose favor-
ite food is lasagna (nudge, 
nudge).
 “Lasagna? I could proba-
bly swing that,” said Lynn.

Pitcher owes his teammates big time

Rightfielder Luis Rivera gunned down an Ironbird trying to score on a single in 
the 13th inning, saving the game — which the Cyclones then won in the 14th!

Th
e 

B
ro

o
kl

yn
 P

ap
er

 /
 G

ar
y 

Th
o

m
as

Brandon Sage
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By Andy Hoffman
for The Brooklyn Paper

 Now that’s Italian!
 The Brooklyn Cyclones be-
came the Brooklyn Cyclonis on 
Monday night, donning Italian 
soccer-style uniforms for the 
annual Italian Heritage Night 
at Keyspan Park.
 In addition to the usual eth-
nic-themed fun — including 
Italian music from group Trey 
Bella, a stirring rendition of 
the Italian national anthem, 
“II Canto Degli Italiani,” and 
a first pitch thrown out by 
local boy made good, boxer 
Paulie Malignaggi — the Cy-
clones looked extra sporty 
in those Azzurri-hued “Cy-
cloni” uniforms, designed by 
Kevin Jimenez.
 “I love the blue from the Ital-
ian soccer team,” said Jime-
nez, who has tweaked Cyclone 
home uniforms for other spe-
cial event nights such as Jew-
ish Heritage Night. “I put the 
uniform number on the top left 
as opposed to under the team 
logo because that’s how it is on 

the Italian soccer uniform.”
 Despite the football origins 
of the design, it was baseball 
player-approved.
 “I love these jerseys and 
blue is my favorite color,” said 
manager Pedro Lopez. 
 First-baseman Sam Ho-
neck agreed that these tops 
were the tops.
 Better still? Unlike Italy’s 
eye-blink post-war govern-
ments, the Cyclones showed 
true staying power on Italian 
Heritage Night, beating Ab-
erdeen in 14 innings.

Cyclones just loved their 
blue Italian night uniforms

Justin Garber in azzurri.
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Game summaries and photos at
BrooklynPaper.com/Cyclones


