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We eat worms & crickets 

The Brooklyn Paper

 Local political junkies finally have a place to call 
their own on the Web.
 On Friday, the Community Newspaper Group will 
launch BoroPolitics.com, the Internet’s only Web site 
devoted solely 
to politics, elec-
tions, issues and 
races in Brooklyn, 
The Bronx and 
Queens.
 Of course, Boro 
  Politics.com in-
cludes coverage of this year’s citywide races, but our ex-
clusive articles, features, profiles and unmatched analy-
sis of the local races in Brooklyn, Bronx and Queens 
neighborhoods is what will give local political junkies 
their daily fix.
 It all starts on Friday. Only at BoroPolitics.com.

Hey, political junkies: 
Get a fix on the Web

New York’s best 
election coverage

We know you’re stressed out, even in peaceful, easy Brooklyn. So this week’s GO Brooklyn section features 
our guide to finding some calm in a topsy-turvy borough. Here, Angela Arnold, an instructor at Bend and 
Bloom Yoga in Park Slope, leads by example by striking a pose in Grand Army Plaza.
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By Jared Foretek
for The Brooklyn Paper

 Borough President Markowitz 
locked up a third-term in a Man-
hattan board room on Tuesday 
afternoon as the Board of Elec-
tions kicked the Beep’s Demo-
cratic challenger off the ballot.
 The 10-member Elections 
commission unanimously ruled 
that political newcomer Eugene 
Myrick had not collected the re-
quired 4,000 signatures.
 Myrick had handed in more 
than 10,000 John Hancocks, but 
the vast majority were ruled in-
valid because the signers were 
either not registered voters or did 
not live in Brooklyn (or both!).
 In the end, the commission-
ers credited him with just 2,637 
valid signatures.
 “There is nothing we can do to 
help you, sir,” said Board of Elec-
tions President Frederic Umane.
 Myrick accepted the decision 
with resignation.
 “If I’m off, people don’t have 

a choice,” he said. “What kind 
of a democracy is that?”
 Myrick reserved choice words 
for Markowitz’s election lawyer, 
former state Sen. Marty Connor, 
who spent nearly three decades 
in Albany.
 “If anyone knows how to get 
you off a ballot, it’s him,” Myrick 
said. “Here I am, a first-time can-
didate. I don’t know the rules and 
I’m going up against a guy who 
wrote the rules.”
 Last week, Connor said he 
had leveled the challenge against 
Myrick solely to protect the “integ-
rity” of the balloting process.
 After the Tuesday ruling, 
Connor was matter-of-fact: “He 
didn’t have enough signatures,” 
he said.
 Officially, Markowitz still has 
to win re-election in the Novem-
ber general election, but he faces 
only token opposition from Re-
publican Marc D’Ottavio.

Would-be borough president Eugene Myrick (left) tries to make a point against Borough 
President Markowitz’s election lawyer Marty Connor — but Connor won the day and 
Myrick was tossed off the ballot, leaving Markowitz with no Democratic challenger.
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By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

 Mayor Bloomberg called for the 
creation of express subway service on 
the F line, one of the most crowded 
routes, as part of a larger campaign 
announcement calling for a multi-
tude of mass transit improvements 
— and maybe even the return of trol-
leys! — for Brooklyn. 

 “Now is the time to act,” the third-
term-seeking mayor said in a state-
ment on Monday.
 The multi-pronged package bor-
rowed many old ideas from mass 
transit advocates that could improve 
travel in Brooklyn, including:
 • Subsidized ferry service in Wil-
liamsburg and Greenpoint.
 • A car-pool lane on the inbound 
Gowanus Expressway.
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 • The possible return of trolley-
cars to Red Hook and other under-
served neighborhoods.
 Physically, the mayor’s F-line call 
could be enacted relatively simply by 
the state Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority because there’s an unused 
track for a zippier ride through sta-
tions in Cobble Hill, Carroll Gardens 
and Park Slope en route to Coney 
Island. Bloomberg also called for 
the extension of the V train, which 
terminates in Manhattan, to run on 
the F line out to Coney Island for a 
one-two punch that Brooklyn hasn’t 
seen since Jim Gilliam and Pee Wee 
Reese were at the top of the World 
Series-winning Dodgers lineup in 
1955. 
 Express trains could stop at cur-
rently an unused platform at Bergen 
Street beneath the existing one, but 
they would skip Carroll Street, Smith-
Ninth Streets and Fourth Avenue be-
fore stopping again at Seventh Ave-
nue in Park Slope. From there, they 
would bypass the Prospect Park and 
Fort Hamilton Parkway stations en 
route to Church Avenue in Kensing-
ton.
 But implementing the straphanger-
supported proposal for the Culver 
Line however is off-track until the On the campaign trail on Monday, would-be third-term Mayor 

Bloomberg said he wants to create an express F train.

LORD OF THE FLIES: Marc Dennis 
eats bugs!
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By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

 You’ve heard of a mealworm, 
but have you ever heard of a meal 
of worms?
 If DUMBO dietary iconoclast 
Marc Dennis has his way, people 
will soon swarm to eat insects.
 Where most people see the har-
bingers of disease, Brooklyn’s lead-
ing entomophagist (that’s bug-eater 
to you and me) sees his next meal. 
He urges people to get beyond the 
“yuck factor” and chow down on 
bugs, because they’re healthy and 
environmentally friendly — espe-
cially compared to staples like fatty 
beef and penned-up poultry.
 It’s simply a matter of getting 
across one of Western civilization’s 

greatest culinary boundaries.
 “Insects today are what sushi was 
two decades ago,” Dennis said.  
 Unlike Kafka’s famous novella, 
there will not be an overnight meta-
morphosis with eating habits. Den-
nis, his wife and a small hive of 
others are slowly converting peo-
ple to the joy of bug-eating through 
sporadic dinner parties in Dennis’s 
Washington Street loft.
 The menu items? Mouth-water-
ing treats such as cricket pad thai, 
mealworm French fries, roasted 
“bamboo worms” (they’re actually 

By Robert Voris
for The Brooklyn Paper

 Laika, the geriatric Husky whose 
abduction late last month prompted 
an immediate and visceral response 
from cops, readers and even a dog-
loving state assemblyman, is back 
home — and you can partly thank 
The Brooklyn Paper!
 Last seen in grainy surveillance 
camera footage being taken away 
from a Fort Greene deli on July 24 
by a man in a wheelchair, Laika 
was discovered by her owner Nata-
lie Barratt around the time that the 
wheelchair-bound man confessed to 

the crime in the comments section 
of our online report last Friday.
 “I am very very sorry for my 
misunderstanding of the dog,” the 
man, Giuseppe Leonardo, posted 
on our Web site, adding that he be-
lieved that the dog had been aban-
doned.
 “A man told me that the dog had 
been outside for hours alone, so 
me and my wife, being loving pet 
owners, saw to take her in think-
ing she was left there alone be-
cause of her age and health.”
 But after reading the subsequent 

Laika the pooch lost & found
Confession, via Paper, helps owner find napped dog

Recipe of the week...
CRICKET PAD THAI
Serves six

A note about preparing crickets
 Crickets must only be purchased from reliable sources. Prior to preparing 
your crickets, place them inside a plastic container or storage bag and keep them 
in the refrigerator for at least an hour before using them to slow down their metabo-
lism, inducing a state of hypothermia and inhibiting their movement when removed 
from container. After removing from refrigerator or freezer, boil them with a few pinch-
es of salt for about two minutes to ensure cleanliness. 

Laika’s human siblings, Isabella and Luke 
Serrano (with Lightning), were all frowns 
last week before their Husky was found!
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C redibility has finally been restored 
to the celebrated — but controver-
sial — “Greenest Block in Brook-

lyn” contest.
 After last year’s debacle, in which the de-
cidedly un-green Eighth Street between Eighth 
Avenue and Prospect Park West was chosen, 
judges from 
the Brooklyn 
Botanic Gar-
den did the 
right thing 
this year and 
picked a bona-fide bucolic block: Lincoln 
Road between Bedford and Rogers avenues 
in Prospect Lefferts Gardens.
 This year’s winners had entered last year, 
so naturally they were pleased that the Bo-
tanic Garden had recognized their sore green 
thumbs.
 “I’ll admit, we visited last year’s winner 

Easy being ‘Greenest’
Finally, a street worthy of the award!

Many things make Lincoln Road between Bedford and Rog-
ers avenues in Prospect Lefferts Gardens one of the borough’s 
most beautiful by-ways.
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See BUGS on page 11

See F-TRAIN on page 11

See GREEN on page 11

See LAIKA on page 11

Exclusive 
video at

BrooklynPaper.com

THE BROOKLYN

By Gersh KuntzmanBy Gersh Kuntzman

Combine the fish sauce, soy sauce, lime juice and or-
ganic sugar in a bowl and blend well. Pour oil into a 

wok or skillet, and cook the crickets over medium-high 
heat. Remove to bowl or plate. Scramble the eggs in the 
wok or skillet. When stiff, remove eggs to cricket-filled 
bowl. Add garlic and scallions to wok and fry until soft. Add 
sauce mixture, crickets and eggs back into the wok or skil-
let, and warm thoroughly. Cook rice noodles for about 10 
minutes in boiling water. Remove and drain noodles, and 
add to wok or skillet. Add in bean sprouts and toss thor-
oughly, being careful not to break the noodles. Top with 
peanuts and garnish with a lime wedge.

8-10 ounces rice stick 
noodles

6 tbls. fish sauce
2 tbls. soy sauce
6 tbls. lime juice
4 tsp. organic sugar 

(Turbinado, etc)
4 tbls. peanut oil
1 cup crickets (see 

note)

3-4 cloves garlic
3 eggs, lightly beaten
1/2 cup scallions, 

finely chopped
2 cups bean sprouts
1/4 cup crushed 

peanuts
1 lime (cut into 

wedges to serve to 
each person)
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By Shannon Geis
for The Brooklyn Paper

 Seventh Avenue is a com-
mercial strip in flux.
 Along Park Slope’s main 
business spine — running 
from Flatbush Avenue to 
15th Street — there are 27 
storefronts empty or in tran-
sition.
 Commercial strips un-
dergo periodic turnovers, 
but few Slopers have seen 
the neighborhood’s prime 

Park Slope’s commercial strip is getting a new menu of restaurants

shopping street in such a 
state of transition in recent 
years.
 Here are some of the 
changes taking place re-
cently:
 • Cohen’s Optical opened 
near Seventh Street in what 
was formerly a gynecologist’s 
office.
 • Big Apple Cleaners has 
opened between Fourth and 
Fifth Streets, replacing Knot-
ting Slope, a knitting supply 
store.

 • A new Turkish res-
taurant called Istanbul has 
opened in place of the de-
funct NoNo Kitchen near 
Seventh Street.
 • The Cabinet Shop on the 
corner of Eighth Street has 
closed.
 • Chickadee Chick, a fast-
food-like poultry purveyor, 
is coming soon near First 
Street.
 • The Laundromat that 
stood on the corner of Eighth 
Street for decades is being 

renovated and will open as 
a seafood restaurant this 
fall.
 • Ha Na Bi, the Japanese-
Peruvian restaurant at First 
Street, and the Grecian Cor-
ner diner, at Fourth Street, are 
undergoing renovations. Both 
claim they will reopen.
 • Elementi, an Italian res-
taurant near Garfield Street 
that replaced the decades-old 
Snooky’s Pub only last year, 
has shut. A “For Rent” sign 
in the window hawks the lo-

cation as suitable for another 
restaurant.
 • Little D Eatery near 15th 
is gone, and a Mexican res-
taurant called Fonda, owned 
by Chef Roberto Santibanez 
of the Rosa Mexicano restau-
rants in Manhattan, is mov-
ing in.
 Seen in total, an empty 
storefront nowadays is most 
likely to become a restau-
rant, though not necessar-
ily a high-end one.
 This could be because 

rents are dropping. Steve 
Sommers, a real-estate bro-
ker in the neighborhood, said 
that rents over the past few 
years had been higher than 
they should have been.
 “It was a bubble, but now 
all the hot air is getting let 
out,” said Sommers.
 Lower rents favor res-
taurants, which could ex-
plain why there are at least 
60 restaurants between Flat-
bush Avenue and 15th Street. 
And more are coming.

 John Burke, another Slope 
real-estate broker, said res-
taurants are about the only 
new business applications he 
receives.
 “I have stacks of appli-
cations, pizza parlors, and 
such,” said Burke.
 Burke said food spaces are 
going for more than nonfood 
spaces but are down to $4,500 
a month from $5,500 a month 
three years ago.
 Some residents aren’t 
pleased by the changes, of 

course.
 “There are a million eye-
glass stores, Asian restau-
rants, and chicken places,” 
said Dolores Phelan, a res-
ident of Park Slope for 25 
years. “It has lost the charm 
it used to have.”
 Maybe, but Igor Latman, 
an employee at Video Gal-
lery near Eighth Street, said 
there is one main conclusion 
to be drawn about Seventh 
Avenue: “People like to eat 
here!” he said.

There’s something going on along Seventh Avenue, where several longtime shops are either being renovated or going out of business — and others are joining the mix. 
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By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 Two neglected parks in Bay Ridge will finally got the 
treatment they deserve.
 Councilman Vince Gentile (D–Bay Ridge) recently broke 
ground — ceremonially, of course — on restoration proj-
ects for the windswept Leif Ericson Park and the over-

Yes, pun intended

The “dust bowl” in Leif Ericson 
Park (above) and Owls Head 
Park (below) in Bay Ridge will 
both receive renovations.
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grown Owls Head 
Overlook.
 At the so called 
“Dust Bowl,” which 
is near the corner 
of Eighth Avenue 
and 65th Street in 
Leif Ericson Park, 
workers will install 
synthetic turf, en-
suring that soccer 
games on the dingy 
dirt patch will no 
longer resemble a 
scene out of Stein-
beck’s “Grapes of 
Wrath.”
 The $2.8-million 
project will bring 
artificial turf, as 
well as new benches, 
fences, landscaping, 
drainage, and water 
supply to the shabby 
playing field.
 Gentile is also 
behind a $1.35-million renovation of the run-down Owls 
Head Overlook near the corner of Shore Road and 68th Street, 
which calls for new benches, lighting, landscaping, drain-
age and water supply in the historic harbor-front vista.
 “Making sure our public parks are the best they can be, 
even in tough economic times, means we’re protecting the 
quality of life that local residents deserve and expect,” Gen-
tile said in a statement.
 Community Board 10 District Manager Josephine Beck-
mann cheered the renovations, even if it means the neigh-
borhood’s infamous Dust Bowl will no longer live up to the 
name on the Parks Department’s signage.
 “The Dust Bowl will no longer be a dust bowl — which 
is a good thing,” she said.

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 The terrifying fire that tore through a Bay Ridge apart-
ment building early last Thursday left dozens of residents 
homeless — and 28 people injured.
 More than 160 firefighters responded to an 11:44 pm call 
about the brutal inferno that ripped through the four-story 
edifice at the corner of Third Avenue and 68th Street, dec-
imating apartments and a ground-floor beauty salon and 
popular deli.
 Firefighters battled the blaze for more than three hours, 
as residents fled from the flames via stairs and fire escapes. 
Six civilians and 22 firefighters suffered “minor injuries,” 
according to fire officials.
 The cause of the fire is still under investigation, a Fire 
Department spokesman told The Brooklyn Paper, though 
early reports suggested the blaze started in the Sunnydale 
Convenience Store on the first floor.
 After the fire, victims sought refuge — from the blaze 
and from the hot Thursday temperatures — at the Guild 
for Exceptional Children. Residents of the scorched build-
ing are staying at a nearby hotel, or lodging with friends 
or relative, according to a spokeswoman for Councilman 
Vince Gentile (D–Bay Ridge).

Ridge fire leaves 
dozens in heat

Firefighters douse last Thursday’s blaze that dam-
aged an apartment building on Third Avenue at 
68th Street in Bay Ridge.
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Big crowd flocks to CB1 
hearing to fight bar plan

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

 A long-frozen plan to build affordable 
senior housing on Lefferts Place has come 
back to life, revealing a rift in the normally 
quiet corner of Clinton Hill between neigh-
bors divided over the six-story project.
 The debate isn’t over the need for the build-
ing’s 71 units — it’s over whether the non-
profit housing organization hoping to built 
it should be allowed to exceed the neighbor-
hood’s five-story height limit.
 By one story.
 Outspoken opponents condemn CNR 
Health Care Network’s intentions, saying 
that the extra floor would mar a street in-
tact with many late 19th-century homes and 
erase a 2007 victory in the City Council to 
ban taller buildings on the three-block-long 
street. 
 “We are against the development because 
it is a massive nursing and housing com-

plex [that] will dwarf the surrounding brown-
stones, limestones, rowhouses and villas,” 
said Serge Vatel, a Lefferts Place property 
owner, in a lengthy letter asking Council-
woman Letitia James (D–Clinton Hill) to op-
pose the project. “Why are politicians will-
ing to roll over for a healthcare developer 
and destroy the wonderful community that 
we have built over decades of hard work?”
 The addition of below-market rate hous-
ing for the elderly in a somewhat taller-than-
permitted building, however, is not an inher-
ent threat to everyone on Lefferts Place.
  “There are a lot of seniors in the com-
munity, and they need some place nice to 
live,” said Catherine Taylor, the treasurer of 
the Lefferts Place Civic Association.
 Taylor is undecided about the project, but 
said she’d be opposed to it if it were “outra-
geously tall.”
 The question of the senior housing dom-
inated Wednesday night’s block association 

meeting. Before the meeting, there was talk 
that Civic Association President Richard 
Roach was in danger of losing his leader-
ship role because he supports the project 
against the apparent wishes of the majority 
of his group. The meeting ended after The 
Brooklyn Paper’s Wednesday night dead-
line (check BrooklynPaper.com for an up-
date).
 James said the developer should have a 
summit with the residents to resolve the ten-
sion.
 The controversy about the geriatric homes 
partly stems from a dearth of details about 
the project. Vatel’s letter suggests that neigh-
bors think that CNR is trying to build as high 
as eight floors with more than 100 units. 
 Officials spoke to The Brooklyn Paper 
to dispel the rumors. Their plans call for 
11 parking spaces, a garden area and com-
munity rooms. 
 Everything would have been built prior to 

the 2007 neighborhood rezoning if it were 
not for a legal dispute with their landlord 
that was only settled earlier this year. Reduc-
ing the scope to comply with the new zon-
ing would have cost the company $9 mil-
lion in federal housing loans, because, CNR 
says, the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development doesn’t lend to smaller proj-
ects. 
 “We were in a quandary,” said Mike Bi-
alek, a vice president at Abraham Health 
Services, a CNR affiliate. 
 The company chose to press on with the 
original plans and hopes to convince the up-
set neighbors that the project is not exces-
sive. 
 “We certainly don’t want to go against 
the community,” he said. 
 The company has not yet filed a request 
with the city to get approval for its plans.

Company wants old-folks home — some think six stories is too tall

Residents are upset about a six-story home on Lef-
ferts Place, but a few blocks away, this new 17-story 
building on Washington Avenue is going up.
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By Shannon Geis
for The Brooklyn Paper

 Seventh Avenue is a com-
mercial strip in flux.
 Along Park Slope’s main 
business spine — running 
from Flatbush Avenue to 
15th Street — there are 27 
storefronts empty or in tran-
sition.
 Commercial strips un-
dergo periodic turnovers, 
but few Slopers have seen 
the neighborhood’s prime 
shopping street in such a 
state of transition in recent 
years.
 Here are some of the 

Here’s what’s eating Park Slope’s Seventh Avenue

changes taking place re-
cently:
 • Cohen’s Optical opened 

near Seventh Street in what 
was formerly a gynecologist’s 
office.

 • Big Apple Cleaners has 
opened between Fourth and 
Fifth Streets, replacing Knot-

ting Slope, a knitting supply 
store.
 • A new Turkish res-

taurant called Istanbul has 
opened in place of the de-
funct NoNo Kitchen near 

Seventh Street.
 • The Cabinet Shop on the 
corner of Eighth Street has 
closed.
 • Chickadee Chick, a fast-
food-like poultry purveyor, 
is coming soon near First 
Street.
 • The Laundromat that 
stood on the corner of Eighth 
Street for decades is being 
renovated and will open as 
a seafood restaurant this 
fall.
 • Ha Na Bi, the Japanese-
Peruvian restaurant at First 
Street, and the Grecian Cor-
ner diner, at Fourth Street, are 
undergoing renovations. Both 
claim they will reopen.
 • Elementi, an Italian res-
taurant near Garfield Street 
that replaced the decades-old 
Snooky’s Pub only last year, 
has shut. A “For Rent” sign 
in the window hawks the lo-
cation as suitable for another 
restaurant.
 • Little D Eatery near 15th 
is gone, and a Mexican res-
taurant called Fonda, owned 
by Chef Roberto Santibanez 
of the Rosa Mexicano restau-
rants in Manhattan, is mov-
ing in.
 Seen in total, an empty 

storefront nowadays is most 
likely to become a restau-
rant, though not necessar-
ily a high-end one.
 This could be because 
rents are dropping. Steve 
Sommers, a real-estate bro-
ker in the neighborhood, said 
that rents over the past few 
years had been higher than 
they should have been.
 “It was a bubble, but now 
all the hot air is getting let 
out,” said Sommers.
 Lower rents favor res-
taurants, which could ex-
plain why there are at least 
60 restaurants between Flat-
bush Avenue and 15th Street. 
And more are coming.
 John Burke, another Slope 
real-estate broker, said res-
taurants are about the only 
new business applications he 
receives.
 “I have stacks of appli-
cations, pizza parlors, and 
such,” said Burke.
 Burke said food spaces are 
going for more than nonfood 
spaces but are down to $4,500 
a month from $5,500 a month 
three years ago.
 Some residents aren’t 
pleased by the changes, of 
course.
 “There are a million eye-
glass stores, Asian restau-
rants, and chicken places,” 
said Dolores Phelan, a res-
ident of Park Slope for 25 
years. “It has lost the charm 
it used to have.”
 Maybe, but Igor Latman, 
an employee at Video Gal-
lery near Eighth Street, said 
there is one main conclusion 
to be drawn about Seventh 
Avenue: “People like to eat 
here!” he said.

There’s something going on along Seventh Avenue, where several shops are either being renovated or going out of business — and others are joining the mix. 
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By Aaron Short
Community Newspaper Group

 A Community Board 1 committee voted on Tuesday 
night to deny a liquor license for a Metropolitan Avenue 
wine bar as neighbors complained that booze-soaked, party-
loving, “frat boy”–filled Williamsburg just can’t handle 
one more drinking establishment.
 “It’s nothing personal to the people running this busi-
ness, but the neighborhood is nearly saturated with bars,” 
Dennis Thompkins, a Williamsburg resident, told CB1’s 
public safety committee, which was considering a liquor 
license request by Custom American Wine Bar. “The area 
is becoming unlivable. What we need are businesses that 
serve our community, not a transient community.”
 But the owners of the wine bar, which is at the corner 
of Driggs Avenue, said they have 17 years of experience in 
the food and beverage industry, and said their restaurant 
would be upscale and feature locally sourced food and al-
cohol.
 Dan Lathroum and Stefan Mailvaganam also said they’d 
stay open as late as 2 am on some nights.
 That anything-but-startling revelation led to an audible 
gasp among two dozen residents who stuffed the cramped 
community board office — prompting committee chair 
Mieszko Kalita to remind uninformed residents that li-
censed bars can stay open until 4 am under state law.
 Not that Lathroum and Mailvaganam want to run such 
a late-night haunt, they said.
 The crowd won’t be “drunken frat boys” who have been 
disrupting the neighborhood, Lathroum said. “Drunken 
frat boys don’t come to drink an $11 glass of wine, grab 
an indigenous bite to eat, and listen to jazz.”
 But neighbors didn’t want to hear it, demanding at first 
that the bar close at 9 pm, though later saying that 10 pm 
would be acceptable.
 “We are trying to prevent gang activity in the neighbor-
hood,” said Luis Santiago, who said he was representing 
tenants from 232 Metropolitan Ave. “Opening this res-
taurant with beer and liquor, with teenagers already go-
ing crazy here, it’s going to be an even bigger issue. I don’t 
think it’s a good idea for there to be tables and a cafe out 
on the sidewalk.”
 Though seasoned in the restaurant world, Lathroum was 
still overwhelmed by Tuesday night’s dust-up.
 “We expected opposition but I didn’t expect to be vili-
fied,” said Lathroum.
 The application will go before the full board on Sept. 
9. The full board’s vote is only advisory. The State Liquor 
Authority routinely overrules community boards.

HEY, POLITICAL JUNKIES! 
It’s here — and it’s spectacular! It’s …
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By Jared Foretek
for The Brooklyn Paper

 Opponents of the controversial Broadway Triangle rezon-
ing proposal took their case to Borough President Markow-
itz on Wednesday, arguing that the proposal to build 1,851 
housing units was so compromised by a politically corrupt 
process that it must be tossed.
 The plan, which would rezone 31 acres in East Williams-
burg to encourage the construction of 905 below-market-
rate units, has been surrounded by controversy since the 
city gave the development rights in a no-bid contract to 
the United Jewish Organization and the Ridgewood Bush-
wick Senior Citizens Council, two groups with deep con-
nections to Brooklyn Democratic Party chair Assembly-
man Vito Lopez (D–Williamsburg).
 Critics, who drastically outnumbered the plan’s propo-
nents at the Borough Hall hearing, argued that while the 
goal of increased affordable housing was laudable, the pro-
cess had excluded large parts of Williamsburg’s black and 
Hispanic communities and that the plan itself did not con-
tain enough affordable units.
 “It’s not about opposing affordable housing,” said Juan 
Ramos, chair of the Broadway Triangle Community Coali-
tion. “It’s about the people that love Brooklyn, the people 
that called this neighborhood home before people wanted 
to walk on the streets of Williamsburg and Bed-Stuy. It 
should be an open and clear process.”
 The plan is “racially, ethnically, and religiously discrim-
inatory,” added Marty Needelman, also of the opposition 
group, because half the apartments would have three or 
four bedrooms. He claimed that this “clearly exhibits ra-
cial and religious bias,” because it would cater to large Ha-
sidic families.
 The plan’s proponents, however, did not sit idly as a si-

though board members complained of a corrupt process. 
The Beep has until Thursday, Aug. 13 to submit his recom-
mendation to the City Planning Commission. After that, 
the city rezoning plan goes to the City Council, where it is 
expected to be approved. It is supported by the neighbor-
hood’s councilman, David Yassky (D–Brooklyn Heights), 
but opposed by a neighboring lawmaker, Diana Reyna (D–
Bushwick), who is fighting it after a falling out with her 
mentor, Lopez.

 As Niederman finished his testimony, boos, along with 
a few cheers, rang out from the audience, but the hearing 
never got out of hand, as prior hearings had.
 Opponents of the plans held signs reading, “Open the 
process and stop the rezoning!”  
 If Markowitz had an opinion, he didn’t reveal one, ask-
ing just one clarifying question and reacting to impassioned 
testimony with only the occasional nod.
 Community Board 1 already approved the rezoning, 

lent minority. 
 “I have committed a great sin,” said U.J.O. President 
Rabbi David Niederman, tongue firmly planted in cheek. 
“For four years, we have been working to successfully de-
velop a plan that nobody can dispute.”
 He touted the plan’s affordable housing, saying, “Think 
to yourself: what are we as a community? What is going 
to be our answer to the hundreds of families that can’t af-
ford homes?”
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Opponents of a plan to rezone part of Williamsburg 
rallied on Wednesday night, claiming that the city 
rigged the process to help well-connected groups. 
Rabbi David Niederman defended his group, Unit-
ed Jewish Organizations of Williamsburg.
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By Aaron Short
Community Newspaper Group

 Major crime is way down in Williamsburg and Green-
point — but break-ins are soaring.
 In the 94th Precinct, which covers Williamsburg’s north 
side and Greenpoint, reported robberies are down 23-1/2 
percent, felony assaults are down nearly 14 percent, grand 
larcenies are down almost 11 percent and auto thefts are 
down 25 percent.
 In the neighboring 90th Precinct, which covers Williams-
burg and Bushwick, overall crime is down nearly 14 per-
cent this year, with robberies down 30 percent, felony as-
saults down five percent, grand larcenies down 23 percent 
and auto thefts down 24-1/2 percent.  
 Cops credit community involvement and, well, them-
selves, too.
 “Many community members have stepped up to be com-
munity leaders, speaking up about these issues,” said 90th 
Precinct Community Affairs officer Juan Roman.
 Despite the good news, burglaries are up 19 percent in 
the 90th Precinct and 18-1/2 percent in the 94th Precinct.
 Luis Garden Acosta, founder of El Puente, a community 
center, offered one theory.
 “The dwindling support for young people [turns them] 
to gangs to foster a sense of security and identity,” he said. 
“Crime stats may be down across the city, but it means 
nothing to young people who have to fear walking on cer-
tain blocks.”

By Aaron Short
Community Newspaper Group

 A Community Board 1 committee voted on Tuesday 
night to deny a liquor license for a Metropolitan Avenue 
wine bar as neighbors complained that booze-soaked, party-
loving, “frat boy”–filled Williamsburg just can’t handle 
one more drinking establishment.
 “It’s nothing personal to the people running this busi-
ness, but the neighborhood is nearly saturated with bars,” 
Dennis Thompkins, a Williamsburg resident, told CB1’s 
public safety committee, which was considering a liquor 
license request by Custom American Wine Bar. “The area 
is becoming unlivable. What we need are businesses that 
serve our community, not a transient community.”
 But the owners of the wine bar, which is at the corner 
of Driggs Avenue, said they have 17 years of experience in 
the food and beverage industry, and said their restaurant 
would be upscale and feature locally sourced food and al-
cohol.
 Dan Lathroum and Stefan Mailvaganam also said they’d 
stay open as late as 2 am on some nights.
 That anything-but-startling revelation led to an audible 
gasp among two dozen residents who stuffed the cramped 
community board office — prompting committee chair 
Mieszko Kalita to remind uninformed residents that li-
censed bars can stay open until 4 am under state law.
 Not that Lathroum and Mailvaganam want to run such 
a late-night haunt, they said.
 The crowd won’t be “drunken frat boys” who have been 
disrupting the neighborhood, Lathroum said. “Drunken 
frat boys don’t come to drink an $11 glass of wine, grab 
an indigenous bite to eat, and listen to jazz.”
 But neighbors didn’t want to hear it, demanding at first 
that the bar close at 9 pm, though later saying that 10 pm 
would be acceptable.
 “We are trying to prevent gang activity in the neighbor-
hood,” said Luis Santiago, who said he was representing 
tenants from 232 Metropolitan Ave. “Opening this res-
taurant with beer and liquor, with teenagers already go-
ing crazy here, it’s going to be an even bigger issue. I don’t 
think it’s a good idea for there to be tables and a cafe out 
on the sidewalk.”
 Though seasoned in the restaurant world, Lathroum was 
still overwhelmed by Tuesday night’s dust-up.
 “We expected opposition but I didn’t expect to be vili-
fied,” said Lathroum.
 The application will go before the full board on Sept. 
9. The full board’s vote is only advisory. The State Liquor 
Authority routinely overrules community boards.

Big crowd flocks to CB1 
hearing to fight bar plan

But burglaries are still too high

GOOD NEWS, BAD NEWS

Hey, political junkies! 
It’s here — and it’s 
spectacular! It’s …
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NEIGHBORHOOD REPORT

Harbor Motor Inn

Harbor Motor Inn

Loose 
Dentures?
GO AHEAD...
Eat what you want!
Visit Dr.Tony Farha in the morning, 
have the “Mini-Implant System” 
placed in less than two hours, then 
go out and enjoy your favorite lunch.  
No more messy adhesive or pastes.

As recently demonstrated by  
Dr. Tony on ABC & Fox News

Approved.
one-step, non-surgical 

procedure.

months of healing.

available and Insurance coverage)

*ONLY $595
FOR DENTURE!
Limited Time Offer

*with a puchase of MDI

Call today for  
your FREE Consultation

718-833-6895
461 77th St, Bay Ridge

1412 Richmond Rd, Staten Island

Dr. Tony is recognized as a Professor 
of the Mini Dental Implant.

www.oraldentalcare.com

(718) 768-9274 (WASH)  OPEN 7 DAYS 7AM-10PM 

VEGAS

555 7TH AVE
ENTER FROM 19TH ST. JUST SOUTH OF 7TH AVE.

“HIGHEST QUALITY CAR WASH,  
AT THE BEST PRICES!”

“VIP MEGA” Elite Full Service
“Extreme Jackpot” Package +

Not to be combined with any 
other offers. Expires 8/10/2009

$1846
Now Just

$30
Value

“Platinum” Express Car Wash
Includes:

Not to be combined with any 
other offers. Expires 8/10/2009

$369
$7
Value

“Extreme Jackpot” Full Service
Includes:

Not to be combined with any 
other offers. Expires 8/10/2009

$877
$13
Value
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Full Color Printing
 5000 double-sided UV-coated  
 4”x6” POSTCARDS — only $199

 5000 double-sided UV-coated  
 BUSINESS CARDS — only $99

164 Flatbush Avenue (at Pacific Street)
718-230-1245 www.computerwiz777.com

INCLUDES 
FREE 

DESIGN!

MONTELI TRAVEL
& CRUISES, INC.

Apple Vacations Certifi ed Agent.
Cruises, honeymoons, and last-minute getaways.

Hablamos Español
521 5th Ave, Park Slope

(718) 499–

Experience 
our world!

Find Hidden 
Treasure  

in Brooklyn
at the

PARK SLOPE 
FLEA MARKET

PS 321 SCHOOL YARD
7th Avenue (between First & Second streets)

Open all year – Saturday & Sunday
(Weather permitting)

(718) 421-6763 

Art
Supplies for
the Fine Artist,
Graphic Artist,

Student
and Children

376
7th Ave.

(bet. 11th & 12th Sts)

369-4969

7th venue

Supplies

305 Atlantic Ave. (@ Smith St.)     Open Monday-Saturday
718.858.0313     Brooklyn@minutemanpress.com

$185.00
1,000 POSTCARDS

plus tax
Full Color
Full Bleed

16 pt. Cardstock
2 sided

UV or Matte
Enquire About
All of Our Other
Great Printing Deals.

MT. CALVARY BIBLE 
BAPTIST CHURCH

SERVICE EVERY SUNDAY AT 3 PM

  Lively singing
   Everyone welcome
    Family oriented
     KJV only 

ROCCO & JEZEBEL FOR PETS 

(718) 855-8686

Hiram the pet groomer  
is back!

AT-HOME CAT/DOG SERVICES
Plus an array of unique items for your pets!

“HomeAgain” low-cost 
microchip pet clinic

476 Myrtle Avenue
between Washington Ave. & Hall St.

Dr. Pamella Dendtler
Dr. Monica Johnson

CLINIC HOURS:

Our services 
include:

By Robert Voris
for The Brooklyn Paper

 At long last, it was the 
right time to yell “Fire” in 
a crowded movie house as 
the United Artists multiplex 
on Court Street was briefly 
consumed by smoke during 
a crowded afternoon screen-
ing on Tuesday.
 Chaos engulfed the movie 
theater shortly after 2 pm, as 
patrons, some covering their 
mouths, had to find their own 
way to the smoky lobby of 
the Bruce Ratner–owned 
12-screen theater at State 
Street in Downtown.
 Eight minor injuries, 
mostly from smoke inha-
lation, were reported in the 
fire, which apparently started 
in the popcorn maker and 
quickly forced the evacua-
tion of all 11 floors of the 
building.
 Alison Katz and her friend 
Melissa Garry were watch-
ing “The Ugly Truth” in a 
sixth-floor theater when the 
fire started.
 They said they did not hear 
the alarm, but learned of the 
fire when “one of the ushers 
finally turned on the light, 
rushed in and told us to get 

out,” Katz said.
 “But no one was leading 
us, so we just went down the 
escalators,” she added.
 “By the third floor, 
we could see the smoke,” 
Garry added. “And all the 
way through the lobby, you 
could barely see a thing. I 
didn’t even see the fire.”
 Eight fire units rushed to 
the scene and brought the 
blaze under control quickly.
 The cinema was open for 
business almost as usual on 
Wednesday, with moviego-
ers flocking to first-run hits, 
but the main-floor conces-
sions area still bearing the 
scars of Tuesday’s blaze.
 One of the two popcorn 
makers was, indeed, out of 
commission.

Minor injuries, 
major terror

BROOKLYN HEIGHTS

PROSPECT HEIGHTS

PARK SLOPE

RED HOOK

Police and firefighters evacuate the movie theater 
on Court and State streets during Tuesday’s fire.
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By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

 They’re calling it “Ratner Road.”
 Construction near developer Bruce 
Ratner’s Atlantic Yards project produced 
an unusual and confusing detour on Pa-
cific Street that has turned one sidewalk 
into a lane of car traffic. 
 Drivers and pedestrians will share 
the sidewalk for 12 weeks while the city 
installs sewers near the corner of Sixth 
Avenue, on the edge of Ratner’s pro-
posed basketball arena and four-sky-
scraper development. A five-foot-wide 
path for walkers is separated from mov-
ing traffic by a concrete barrier.
 This stretch of Pacific Street at Flat-
bush Avenue is busy due to its proxim-
ity to the Atlantic Center and Atlantic 
Terminal malls, plus the subway sta-
tions at Atlantic Avenue and Pacific 
Street. A reporter from The Brook-
lyn Paper observed pedestrians con-
fused by where they were supposed to 
go, thanks to the presence of an unla-
beled arrow pointing vaguely towards 
the truncated sidewalk.
 And motorists who were equally baf-
fled and extremely cautious while veer-
ing onto the walkway, which Develop 
Don’t Destroy Brooklyn called “Rat-
ner Road” on its anti–Atlantic Yards 
Web site this week.
 “That’s the first time I’ve ever driven 
on the sidewalk,” said one driver through 
his car window. 
 The idea of driving on the sidewalk 
may be strange to Brooklynites, but the 
Department of Transportation said it is 

Destroy, who lives near the corner, dis-
puted that such sidewalk car lanes are 
as widespread as Gastel suggested.
 “I hope I’m wrong, but I’ve been 
watching the intersection and make-
shift road and sidewalk, and someone 
is going to get hurt there,” he said. “It 
is a very dangerous situation that the 
Department of Transportation has ap-
parently approved on Forest City Rat-
ner’s behalf.”
 — with Jacob Kleinman

run-of-the-mill in important construc-
tion projects.
 “This kind of arrangement is not 
unique and has been used on projects 
such as the Second Avenue Subway [in 
Manhattan] and on major projects on 
34th Street in Queens or Richmond Ter-
race on Staten Island,” said Scott Gas-
tel, a spokesman for the Transportation 
Department, via e-mail. “We will con-
tinue to monitor the area.”
 Daniel Goldstein of Develop Don’t 

By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

 So much for the feds going postal 
on your mail service.
 After several weeks of relentless blog 
and other media coverage of the im-
pending doom on Brooklyn post office 
customers, none of the supposedly en-
dangered postal stations in Park Slope, 
Bay Ridge, Dyker Heights or Red Hook 
is on the final list of locations that will 

Quentin Road in Gravesend.
 Last week, postal union officials 
sought to generate public outcry by 
suggesting that many retail locations 
across Brooklyn would be closed due to 
declining revenues of the United States 
Postal Service, whose debt is the bil-
lions due to ongoing competition from 
e-mail and other forms of instant com-
munication and document delivery.
 And on Wednesday, local postal 
workers union president Jim Musu-
meci was still sounding the alarm.
 “I still think there’s a good possibil-
ity that [two Park Slope locations] can 
be closed down,” he said. “There are 
three offices within the ZIP code, and 
the post office keeps making these de-
cisions pretty much like I change my 
socks, which is every day.”

be studied by the United States Postal 
Service for consolidation or closure.
 Park Slope residents were the most 
pleased by the news, given that the neigh-
borhood’s 11217 ZIP code has three 
retail locations — a main post office 
on Ninth Street, plus satellite locations 
on Seventh Avenue and Prospect Park 
West in Windsor Terrace.
 The closest branches to Brownstone 
Brooklyn that will be studied are the 
Sunset station at Fifth Avenue and 61st 
Street in Sunset Park, the Halsey station 
on MacDonough Street near Broadway 
in Bedford-Stuyvesant and the High-
lawn station on W. Sixth Street near 

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

 What a bunch of hacks!
 The city’s Taxi and Lim-
ousine Commission last Fri-
day raided a cab stand set up 
by Ikea at its Red Hook su-
perstore, beginning an inves-
tigation into the apparently 
illegal use of the name “Cob-
ble Hill Car Service.”
 That name has long be-
longed to a company owned 
by Vito Balsamo, who learned 
about the imposter after The 
Brooklyn Paper wrote about 
the new cab stand — and af-
ter he started receiving com-
plaints from passengers who 
said the imposter company 
overcharged them.  
 “I’m the guy taking all the 
heat. People are calling me 
saying, ‘We thought you had 
a reputable company,’” said 
Balsamo, who opened Cobble 
Hill Car Service in the 1960s. 

 Then, the TLC moved in.
 Ironically, Ikea brought in 
the sham company to restore 
order to the welter of drivers 
jockeying for illegal pickups 
in front of the store this spring, 
which in one case led to one 
cabbie attacking another driver 
with a baseball bat. 
 A spokesman for the Swed-
ish home-furnishings giant 
said it was duped by the 
name-copying company. 
 “We were under the im-
pression there was some sort 
of loose affiliation with Cob-
ble Hill Car Service,” said 
Joseph Roth. 
 Ikea promised that a 
smooth ride for customers 
is just around the bend. 
 “We are investigating that 
all interaction with custom-
ers with this particular repre-
sentative and car services, in 
general, are straightforward 
and accurate,” Roth said. 

— with Robert Voris

“I don’t want to be responsi-
ble for anything these people 
[the car service] might do.
 “I’ve received 30 com-
plaints,” added Balsamo. “One 
guy said his wife and daughter 
were charged $285 to take a 
bathroom set over the bridge 
[into Manhattan] in a van.” 

 The phony livery com-
pany operated for more than 
two months until last week, 
when a lawyer for the genu-
ine Cobble Hill fleet informed 
Ikea of the apparent name 
infringement. The dispatch 
stand near the exit to Ikea 
then took down the sign.

They’re literally driving on the sidewalk at the Atlantic Yards demoli-
tion site in Prospect Heights, where workers have turned the pedes-
trian space on the south side of Pacific Street into a lane for cars.
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Local stations off 
chopping block

CAR AND DRIVER: Vito Valsamo, the owner of the 
real Cobble Hill Car Service, is angry at Ikea for 
setting up a limo service with the same name.
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88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill
 A wounded man alleges 
that a dog owner sicced his 
pit bull on him in a Myrtle 
Avenue store on Aug. 2. 
 The victim, 54, said the 
canine’s jaws snapped shut 
on his hand at the behest of 
the beast’s master while the 
victim waited on line to pur-
chase some items at 4:18 am 
in a store between Adelphi 
Street and Carlton Avenue. 

Win-d’oh!
 A bandit made off like a, 
well, bandit by breaking into 
a Myrtle Avenue apartment 
through its window on July 
26. 
 The abode, between Cler-
mont Avenue and Adel-
phi Street, was empty from 
12:30–2:30 pm, when the 
24-year-old tenant returned to 
find the window near the fire 
escape open. She told police 
that the intruder stole a laptop, 
camera, microphone, televi-
sion and DVD player from 
her and her roommate. 

Punchy
 A villain, with three ac-
complices, jabbed a man in 
the mouth on Washington 
Park on July 27 before rob-
bing him. 
 The pugilist punched the 
victim, 24, near the corner 
of DeKalb Avenue at 12:01 
am and then stole $50 and 
an iPhone from him. 

Conked 
 A ruffian knocked a man 
unconscious during a mugging 
on Adelphi Street on July 28. 
 The victim, 26, said he 
was hit from behind, knock-
ing him to the ground and 
into unconsciousness from 
the collision with the pave-
ment between Greene Ave-
nue and Fulton Street at 12:05 
am. When he came to, he re-
alized that the thug had sto-
len his cellphone.

Locked up
 Police arrested two teenaged 
girls for mugging a lady on St. 
James Place on July 28. 

 The 16- and 18-year-old 
hooligans took $15 and a cell-
phone from the victim, 22, 
between DeKalb and Lafay-
ette avenues. 

Choked up
 The chokehold was the 
mugging move last week.
 In one case, a 34-year-old 
man said that a thief sneaked 
behind him and clamped the 
choking maneuver on him on 
Vanderbilt Avenue at around 
3:10 am on July 29. The assail-
ant stole $50 and a cellphone 
from his gasping victim be-
tween Myrtle and Willoughby 
avenues. 
 On Aug. 2, another thug 
briefly strangled an 18-year-
old on Flatbush Avenue. This 
thief’s repertoire also in-
cluded claiming he possessed 
a gun. Under duress, the vic-
tim withdrew $480 from two 
cards at cash machines be-
tween Atlantic Avenue and 
Hanson Place. 
 — Mike McLaughlin

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–DUMBO 
Boerum Hill–Downtown

Gym grab
 Ah, there’s nothing like 
the lure of the classics: In yet 
another example of that sta-
ple of The Brooklyn Paper 
crime blotter, a thief grabbed 
a woman’s purse while she 
worked out at a Boerum Place 
gym on July 27.
 The woman went to the 
gym, which is between Pacific 
and Dean streets, at around 
5:30pm, and placed her things 
in a locker. When she returned 
after her hour-long workout, 
she discovered that her purse 
and credit cards were gone.

Bus bust
 A thief grabbed a wom-
an’s wallet on a Downtown 
bus on July 29. 
 The victim exited the bus 
at Borough Hall and noticed 
that her wallet was missing. 
She didn’t notice anyone 
bump into her, but she later 
learned that her credit cards 
had been used.

Sidekick slip
 A thug grabbed a teen-
ager’s cellphone on Fulton 
Street on Aug. 1.
 The young lady and her 
friend were on the pedes-
trian mall near Hoyt Street at 
around 7:50 pm when the perp 
walked past. He then turned 
around, slipped the T-Mobile 
Sidekick from the teen’s back 
pocket, and fled.

Drive bye
 Thieves took a Volvo se-
dan from a spot on Wyckoff 
St on July 28.
 A Massachusetts man had 
parked the car between Smith 
and Hoyt Streets at 10 am. He 
came back to discover the car 
missing at 8:45 pm. 
 Three days later, thieves 
swiped a Honda Accord from 
Nassau Street near Navy 
Street. The victim parked 
the car at noon and discov-
ered it missing when he re-
turned 16 hours later.

Diversion
 A thief grabbed a strap-
hanger’s purse while feign-
ing being lost on July 23.
 A woman and her boy-
friend told cops that they 
were sitting in the Atlan-
tic Avenue subway station 
at around 2 pm when a man 
asked them for directions.
 As they responded, the 
man — shifting in a flash 
from lost tourist to dastardly 
thief — grabbed the woman’s 
purse and fled the station.
 — Shannon Geis

77TH PRECINCT
Prospect Heights

Teen terrors
 Bonnie and Clyde they 
ain’t.
 Police apprehended two 
teenagers who broke into 
apartments along Eastern 

Parkway between Underhill 
and Washington avenues on 
the morning of July 30.
 Cops say that the sus-
pects, a 19-year-old man and 
a 17-year-old female accom-
plice, were caught red-handed 
with a pair of computers, a 
Canon camera, an iPod and 
accessories for all their pur-
loined electronics.
 The property was boosted 
from apartments at 85 East-
ern Parkway and 95 Eastern 
Parkway between 7:45 am and 
11:30 am. The suspects were 
arrested later that day.

Broken window
 A thief shattered the rear 
passenger window and robbed 
a car on Eastern Parkway be-
tween Plaza Street East and 
Underhill Avenue overnight 
on July 29.
 The skell made off with 
a navigation system, a still 
camera and a video camera, 
shoes, clothes and a hand-
bag.
 One night earlier, the rear 
passenger window of a car 
parked on Park Place be-
tween Underhill and Wash-
ington avenues was broken, 
though the thief only man-
aged to nab the airbag from 
the car.

Apple a day
 Tech-hungry bandits 
nicked fancy gizmos through-
out Prospect Heights this 
week. Here’s a rundown:
 • A handyman finished his 
work in a Park Place apart-
ment, between Underhill 
and Washington avenues, 
at around 1:45 pm on July 
30 — and took the tenant’s 
white iPod as a tip.
 • A dental assistant had 
her iPhone stolen when she 
left the office, which is on 
Vanderbilt Avenue between 
Dean and Bergen streets, to 
take a break at around 5 pm 
on July 29.
 • Four days earlier, a thief 
stole the iPhone of a man who 
was eating lunch at Bob Law’s 
Seafood on Vanderbilt Ave-
nue between St. Marks Ave-
nue and Prospect Place.
 — Robert Voris

72ND PRECINCT
Windsor Terrace

Ewww…
 A creep creeped out a 17th 
Street woman walking her 
dog with his slimy behavior 
on Aug. 3.
 The victim was taking 
her pooch for a stroll be-
tween Fifth and Sixth ave-
nues at around 7 am when a 
man cat-called her. As she 
passed him, he began strok-
ing himself suggestively, so 
she fled.
 He pursued her for a short 
time, but couldn’t keep up.

Slasher seized!
 Police arrested a man 
armed who used a box-cut-
ter to accost a woman as she 
moved her couch out of her 
apartment on 22nd Street on 
July 24.
 The assailant slashed the 
woman’s couch and threat-
ened both her and the mover 
as they labored between Fifth 
and Sixth avenues, but thank-
fully didn’t follow through on 
any of his violent boasts. By 
the time cops picked him up, 
he had tossed the box-cutter, 
but immediately confessed to 
the sofa assault.

2-wheel thefts
 It’s bike-theft time 
again:
 • A $750 road bike was sto-
len on Sixth Avenue near 19th 
Street overnight on July 24. 
The victim said she had locked 
up the two-wheeler at 9 pm, 
but it was gone when she re-
turned at 1 pm the next day.
 •A thief stole a mountain 
bike valued at $600 early on 
Aug. 3. The victim had locked 
his bike to a fence on 15th 
Street between Seventh and 
Eighth avenues at 6:45 am 
and came back an hour later 
to find his ride jacked.
 — Robert Voris

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge

Terrifying mug
 Two armed bandits brutally 
beat a victim and took his wallet 
on 12th Avenue on July 24. 
 The victim was at the corner 
of 64th Street at 11 pm when 
two men approached him — 
one brandishing that most per-

suasive of objects, a pistol.
 The other, not to be out-
done, wielded a knife and 
told the man, “Give me your 
money or I will kill you” in 
Spanish.
 He then beat the victim over 
the head with the knife.
 The victim tried to run, but 
the two men caught him, beat 
him some more and stole his 
wallet, netting $30.

4 men, 1 bag
 Three hoods snatched a 
handbag from another man 
early on July 31 near Leif Er-
icson Park.
 The victim was on 67th 
Street between Eighth and 
Ninth avenues at 2:15 am 
when three men snatched 
the bag, which held $170.

Cat burglar
 A soft-shoed sneak 
snatched electronics from 
an Ovington Avenue apart-
ment overnight on July 30.
 The victim left his apart-
ment, which is between 13th 
and 14th avenues, at 7:30 pm 
and returned at 6:05 am the 
next day to find his apartment 
and bedroom doors open and 
his TV, iPhone, computer and 
monitor gone. The police found 
no sign of forced entry.

Bad habit
 A crook in need of a nic-
otine fix snatched cartons of 
smokes from a Rite Aid just 
past noon on July 26.
 The thief broke into the of-
fice of the pharmacy, which 
is on 13th Avenue near 70th 
Street, took the manager’s 
wallet from her purse and 
ducked out with an unknown 
number of emphysema-caus-
ing death sticks.

Rob me now?
 A three-man team of rob-
bers lifted cellular phones 
from the T-Mobile store on 
86th Street on July 17.
 The squad of bad guys 
entered at around 12:15 pm, 
and one started distracting the 
clerk with inquiries. Mean-
while, his partners pocketed 
the pilfered phones.
 The store, which is between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues, said 
it lost $1,250 in equipment.
 — Robert Voris

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Williamsburg

Battle o’ sexes
 Three burglars broke into 
a Diamond Street apartment 
on July 30, but one wound 
up in cuffs after a long tus-
sle with the victim.
 The perps entered the 
apartment — which is be-
tween Driggs and Nassau 
Avenues — at around 1 pm, 
but the 39-year-old victim 
returned home as they were 
ransacking the apartment.
 Two of the burglars fled, 
but a struggle ensued be-
tween the third suspect and 
the victim. As the two tus-
sled out of the apartment and 
down the stairs, the suspect 
dropped his wallet and back 
pack, and the woman ripped 
off the 32-year-old suspect’s 
white T-shirt.
 The suspect fled, hopping 
through backyards, but was 
apprehended at Nassau Av-
enue and Leonard Street.
 His accomplices made off 
with the woman’s jewelry and 
camera. And they kept their 
shirts.

Dell-irious
 A crook got away with a 
Greenpoint man’s laptop on 
July 26 — stealing it right 
out of the man’s hand as he 
left the Bedford Avenue L-
train station.
 The 22-year-old victim told 
cops that he was leaving the 
station, which is at N. Seventh 
Street, at 11 pm, when the thug, 
who was wearing a red jacket, 
pounced and then fled.

Cash for callers
 Two nifty thieves tricked 
a Greenpoint Avenue check-
cashing business out of 
$95,000 on July 30. 
 An unknown woman 
called the manager of Pay-
O-Matic — which between 
Manhattan Avenue and Leon-
ard Street — at around 4:30 
pm, claiming to be the wife of 
the owner of the company.
 The woman knew all 
the correct passwords and 
names of supervisors, who 
then handed over the $95,000 
to a man, said police.

Steals on wheels
 A Ducati motorcycle 
was stolen from the corner 
of Banker Street and Wythe 
Avenue on July 27.
 The speed-demon thief 
took the 2006 Italian bike 
after its 34-year-old owner 
parked it at 10 pm.

Break-in!
 A brawny burglar forced 
his way into a Berry Street 
apartment on July 31, getting 
away with $800, an iPod, jew-
elry, a laptop, cameras, and 
a Nintendo game player.
 The 40-year-old victim re-
portedly left his apartment — 
which is between N. Ninth 
and N. 10th streets — at 12:30 
pm. — Jared Foretek

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens 

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Group mug
 Two toughs mugged a man 
on Third Street on July 25.
 The victim and two friends 
were walking home from a 
bar at 2:10 am near the cor-
ner of Hoyt Street when the 
fiends sneaked behind them 
and asked the trio to “hold 
up.” One criminal shoved 
an unknown object in the 
21-year-old victim’s back and 
demanded that he “give it up.” 
“It” consisted of $12. 
 The thieves fled as they 
saw one of the victim’s com-
panions using his cellphone, 
possibly to call police.

Leatherman
 A villain stole a woman’s 
leather bag in a rough robbery 
on Kane Street on July 25. 
 The victim, 30, told po-
lice the brute wrapped an arm 
around her neck and told her 
not to move, because he alleg-
edly had a gun. He snatched 
the tanned-hide purse, con-
taining several credit cards, 
and fled from the scene be-
tween Court and Clinton 
streets at 4:45 am. 

Vicious cyclist
 A bicycle-riding menace 
robbed a boy near the corner 
of Court and Union streets 
on July 25. 
 The ruffian sneaked from 
behind and spun the 12-year-
old victim around at 7:30 
pm, telling him to “shut up, 
hurry up and give me your 
cellphone.” He then hopped 
on his bike and rode away. 

Heads up
 Two muggers, one wield-
ing a knife, robbed a man on 
Bush Street on July 23. 
 The victim, 19, said the 
duo stopped him between 
Court and Clinton streets 
at around 9 pm. One bran-
dished the shank and told him 
to keep it down. The other 
shoved him against a metal 
gate and stole his cellphone 
and wallet, containing $50. 
 — Mike McLaughlin

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

Space Available
Caroline Pardo 718.222.2505
Two Trees www.twotreesny.com

Affordable $20 – $25 psf rents.
Single digit effective rents 
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for Manhattan tenants
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DUMBO–come see what they see
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SHOPPING / PICK UPS

 
(24 Hour Care)

Need some support? Call today:
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BrooklynSeniorCare@yahoo.com
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$3.00 OFF*
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www.RutenbergRealtyNY.com
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1209 Eighth Avenue 
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Private Yard – 
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112 Vanderbilt Avenue
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house

1 Main Street
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SERVICE FOR 
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307 Sixth Avenue
(at Second St)
2 BR/1bath  
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Dermatology
Botox . Restylane . Juvederm . Radiesse 
Peels . Microderm . Laser hair removal 
Surgery for torn earlobe and keloid 
Medical services for all skin conditions

$50 off 
botox & fillers
20% off laser 

packages
limited time

718.832.3313
park slope    chelsea    www.skinworksny.com

Javier Zelaya, MD       Verna Broughton, PA

CLEAN
GREEN
MAIDS
(718) 383-0875

All major credit cards accepted
Gift certificates available

Spring cleaning all year round!
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aybe it’s the rising temperatures, 
but we’re so angry about so many 
topics that it’s time for our an-

nual summertime catch-all editorial. 
Consider it a summer salad of things 
that are driving us mad (who doesn’t 
love a summer salad?):
 • Clinton Hill alarmists: A proposal 
to build six stories of seniors housing 
in Clinton Hill met with ire this week 
— with one opponent actually saying 
that the building would “destroy” the 
community because it violates the city’s 
height limit. That limit? Five stories.
 So one lone story would “destroy” a 
neighborhood? Given that senior housing 
is in such short supply, we think Clin-
ton Hill could handle the devastation.
 • Williamsburg teetotalers: Our 
North Brooklyn and online editions 
carry a story this week about a group 
of Williamsburg residents who stormed 
a Community Board 1 hearing to pro-
test a liquor license for a wine bar at 
the corner of Driggs and Metropolitan 
avenues. Certainly, our first instinct is 

with genuine affection — and, believe 
us, that’s rare for a politician.
 Yet with his dream job locked up for 
a third term, Markowitz revealed some 
behind-the-scenes pettiness by hiring a 
high-priced election lawyer to get his lone 
Democratic challenger — a newcomer 
that no one has heard of — kicked off 
the ballot.
 Markowitz could have taken the high 
road, decimated the neophyte Eugene 
Myrick in a token debate or two, and 
burnished his legacy as a likable guy. 
But he chose politics as usual.
 • Mike Bloomberg: Does the 
third-term-seeking mayor think 
Brooklynites can be fooled by a press 
release? This week, Bloomberg said 
if re-elected to the third term that he 
never should even have been allowed 
to seek, he’ll get us an express F train, 
new ferry service and even trolleys.
 These are worthy goals. But hasn’t 
Bloomberg been mayor for nearly 
eight years? Why are these ideas in a 
press release and not in his  record?

to consider the residents’ concerns, but 
when such concerns are willfully ex-
aggerated by an exaggerated claim of 
“drunken frat boys” pillaging the neigh-
borhood, our second instinct — to side 
with two seemingly reasonable men with 
good track records who want to open a 
legitimate business — kicks in.
 The neighbors have a point that Wil-
liamsburg has become the city’s boozy 
playground — but they also need to be 
reminded that the market will ultimately 
decide about the new wine bar. If custom-
ers don’t like the place, rest assured, it 
will go out of business. And the “drunken 
frat boys” will have to find somewhere 
else to get their $11 Shiraz.
 • Marty Markowitz: Brooklyn’s bor-
ough president is a beloved figure — 
possibly the most-liked official in the 
city. Wherever he goes, he is greeted 

Here’s what’s driving us mad 
this summer!

LETTERS

To the editor,
 Thanks for covering the on-
going trash problem in Prospect 
Park (“No Bash, Plenty of Trash,” 
July 31). 
 Every summer, our park is 
transformed into another famous 
New York City open space: Fresh 
Kills. 
 The Parks Department never 
seems to have the manpower to 
keep up with the trash — it’s been 
this way for the 15 years I’ve been 
visiting the park. 
 How about getting some help 
from the Prospect Park Alliance? A 
few more cleanup crews and equip-
ment could have a big impact. 
 Adding to the degradation of the 
park is the condition of the run-

ily members. In the wild, each day 
is filled with socializing, explor-
ing, playing, and participating in 
other activities. Their mourning 
ritual over the death of a family 
member mirrors our own. Their 
level of self-awareness continues 
to amaze scientists worldwide. 
 In circuses and zoos, their com-
plex and multifaceted emotional 
relationships are left in tatters. The 
public’s capitulation to cheap and 
easy distraction means a lifetime 
of suffering for the animals.
 Jennifer O’Connor, 
 Norfolk, VA

To the editor,
 I was dismayed to learn that 
Democratic city council candidate 
Josh Skaller has hired a right-wing 
Republican operative to work on 
his campaign (“Council candidate: 
Party boss ‘stole’ my petitions,” 
The Politicrasher, July 17).
 Your article highlights not 
only Gerry O’Brien’s conserva-
tive politics, but also his question-
able campaign tactics. O’Brien 
not only ran John McCain’s pres-
idential campaign in New York, 
he also worked for Republican 
state Senator (and Atlantic Yards 
cheerleader) Marty Golden. 

 Skaller claims to be a pro-
gressive, reform-minded Dem-
ocrat, but if this is the company 
he keeps, I don’t trust him to rep-
resent my values in City Hall. 
   Bradley Kerr,
  Columbia St. Waterfront Dist.

To the editor,
 With this country marching 
lockstep with President Obama 
towards Socialism and Commu-
nism, someday most Americans 
will realize that the causes of the 
South, liberty and states’ rights, 
were the causes of us all (“Rebel 
Yell! Ridge man proudly displays 
Dixie flag,” July 31).
 Those half-wits and full idiots 
who dare compare the Noble Ban-
ner of the South with the swastika 
are beneath contempt. They are 
among those jack-booted thugs 
who are with Obama, marching 
towards a so-called “workers’ par-
adise” as they used to call the old 
Soviet Union.
 Don’t you people even remem-
ber why it failed?
 Jimmy Shirley, Jr., Florida

•  •  •
To the editor,
 Your article’s contention that 
the Confederate flag has been “a 

logo for hate groups” is wrong. 
Both the Ku Kluxers and the 
American Nazis make heavy use 
of the United States flag. Does 
that not make it “a logo for hate 
groups” as well?
 Rather than maligning “Mike” 
in Bay Ridge for expressing his 
views vexillogically, let those who 
disagree with his views fly what-
ever flags suit them.
 Clifton McLendon, Texas

To the editor,
 Your article on the Atlantic 
Yards hearings last week was 
funny (“Clash of the fightin’s,” 
July 31)!
 All these clowns that wanted a 
much smaller development have 
finally gotten their wish. Finally, 
the project is greatly reduced and 
they’re still complaining and car-
rying on. Don’t they have some-
thing better to do? They must like 
the hole in the ground! Maybe 
they should just move. 
 You have to admit that the area 
looks much better now that Rat-
ner has torn down those ratty de-
crepit buildings in the area. They 
were real eyesores. He should get 
a medal!
 Al Pankin, Downtown

the Macy’s fishing contest (“Fin-
tastic! Girl wins fishing contest 
for first time ever!” July 23), Ma-
cy’s routinely sells dead corpses 
of mink, fox, rabbit and raccoon, 
so it should come as no surprise 
that the store sponsors a tourna-
ment where young people are en-
couraged to kill fish.
 Thanks to Jared Foretek for 
mentioning that Quaker Schools 
are not into the “whole killing-
fish thing.”
 I realize that the tournament 
is “catch and release,” but many 
fish that are caught and released 
still die because of damage to their 
mouths and internal organs. 
 The whole point of the animal 
rights movement from is that an-
imals do not exist to provide hu-
mans with entertainment, sport 
or food. Wayne Johnson, 
 Brooklyn Heights 

•  •  •
To the editor,    
 If we look honestly at what life 
in captivity means to elephants 
compared to their place in na-
ture, we can see how far we have 
degraded these magnificent ani-
mals (“Ringling round the rosy,” 
July 31).
 Elephants are extremely social 
animals that lavish affection and 
attention on their extended fam-

nopoly. What the United States 
needs is less government inter-
ference, not more in health care. 
A multi-state insurance market. 
High-deductible policies. Tax-free 
health savings accounts. Please 
don’t let this obscenity of a bill 
pass. Steven Rosenberg, 
 Park Slope

•  •  •
To the editor,
 Health care reform is a serious 
issue in our country. Every day, peo-
ple who work hard and play by the 
rules find it increasingly difficult 
to afford health insurance — es-
pecially those that do not receive 
health benefits from employers.
 Costs are rising without im-
proving our health. Our health 
care system rewards doctors for 
providing more tests and proce-
dures rather than better care for 
patients. It’s time for Congress 
to stop listening to drug and in-
surance companies and start lis-
tening to the people. 
 Congress must pass compre-
hensive health reform now! 
 Jennifer Fair,  
 neighborhood withheld

To the editor,
 In response to your article on 

ning and biking path. The clogged 
gutters on the running path have 
trees growing in them! There are 
huge puddles that runners and bik-
ers have to avoid — so they move 
into the auto lanes and risk get-
ting killed. 
 The Prospect Park Alliance 
has spent a lot of money on long 
term, big-ticket projects — per-
haps they can improve the lives 
of people who use the park right 
now. Peter Levinson, 
 Windsor Terrace

To the editor,
 Please stop with the lie that 
American health care “costs more 
without better outcomes.” (“Mc-
Mahon talks about health care,” 
McMahon on Line 1, July 31) 
 American health care uni-
formly has better outcomes, and if 
you subtract morbidity due to car 
accidents and gunshot wounds, we 
have the longest life expectancy 
anywhere in the world. Moreover, 
American health care is far ahead 
of every other system in treating 
most diseases.
 Also, it isn’t true that 47 mil-
lion people are without insurance. 
The real number is about 10 mil-
lion. Medicine is not a natural mo-

Send a letter
By e-mail:  
newsroom@cnglocal.com
By mail: Letters, The Brook  lyn 
Paper, One Metrotech Center, 
Suite 1001, Brooklyn, NY 11201.

 and 
include the writer’s home ad dress 
and phone number (only the writ-
er’s name and neigh bor hood are 
published with the letter). Letters 
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 A trio of rockers will bring some noise to 
a silent kung fu film during a rare screening.
 The Boston-based Devil Music Ensemble will 
perform a live, original soundtrack for the 1929 
martial arts movie “Red Heroine,” the only sur-

viving silent martial arts 
movie from Shanghai’s 
Golden Age.
 The live accom-
paniment at the Aug. 9 
screening will create a 
totally new context for 
the obscure fighting film 
by merging classical Chi-
nese music with 1970s 
kung fu film stylings.

 “It’s a challenge to try to bring a film to life 
with music,” said Jonah Rapino, who will play 
a keyboard, electric violin, lap steel guitar, vi-
braphone, and a two-stringed violin called an 
erhu — all tuned to traditional Chinese scales.
 “People really listen because there is no dia-
logue, there are no sound effects,” he added. 
 That’s not to say there isn’t a lot of action in 
“Red Heroine,” which tells the story of a female 
fighter avenging her grandmother’s death.
 As if that isn’t enough for kung fu fans, a troupe 
of martial artists will perform before the film.
 “Red Heroine” with the Devil Music En-
semble, at Automotive HS (50 Bedford Ave. 
between N. 12th and Lorimer streets in 
Greenpoint), Aug. 9, 8:30 pm. Tickets, $9.
 — Ben Muessig

 Move over, Su Doku! Chess grandmaster 
Maurice Ashley has a new mind game: pawn 
mowers.
 Ashley — the nation’s first black grandmaster 
— invented pawn mowers, and has now published 
a book of its puzzles, to teach both beginner and 
intermediate-level play-
ers the basics and strate-
gies of the ancient game 
of chess. The set-up fea-
tures a central piece — 
a rook, bishop, knight, 
or queen — surrounded 
by pawns. The objective 
is to “mow” down the 
pawns in a designated number of moves, with-
out moving to an empty spot.
 “My target audience is the middle-aged woman 
who says, ‘There’s no way you can teach me 
how to play chess,’” said Ashley, who lives in 
Park Slope. “Then I show her pawn mowers 
and she’s like, ‘Wait a minute, this is easy!’”
 When he’s not designing brain-teasing chess 
games, Ashley teaches the strategy of the royal 
rumble. While he wants the game to be even 
more prominent, Ashley acknowledges that 
Brooklyn can hold its own at chess, citing some 
of Brooklyn’s greats like Bobby Fischer, Gata 
Kamsky (who is currently the top player in the 
United States), and himself.
 “Brooklyn represents chess,” he said.
 “Pawn Mowers” is available at www.
mauriceashleychampions.com.
 — Jared Foretek

By GO Brooklyn’s Peace Squad
The Brooklyn Paper

orns are honking. Jackhammers are 
hammering. Politicians are calling. 
Babies are screaming (or worse, want-

ing you to play with them). Face it: you 
can’t get any freakin’ peace and quiet in 
this town!
 Thankfully, we feel your pain, so this 
week, GO Brooklyn’s tranquility-loving 
team fanned out across this frenetic bor-
ough to find those silent enclaves, late-af-
ternoon beers, peaceful saunas and other 
hidden oases (nice plural!) where you can 
get a rare bit of time to recharge.
 Here are the calming details:

 Sunsets aren’t only for romance, they’re 
for relaxation — and the best place to watch 
the rosy fingers of dusk slink away over 
New Jersey is from Red Hook, with its ex-
pansive sky, lapping waters and a 270-de-
gree view from Lower Manhattan to the 
Narrows (with Lady Lib-
erty thrown in for good 
measure).
 One great spot is the 
Valentino Pier. Jutting 
out from the end of Cof-
fey Street into the harbor, 
the pier has the splen-
did view, but is also a 
relaxing community 
gathering place (if you 
find relaxation in petting 
other people’s dogs, this 
is your place).
 And for all the contro-
versy its opening created 
last year, IKEA has done 
the neighborhood a huge 
favor with its Erie Ba-
sin Park, which sits be-
hind the blue-and-yellow 
Swedish monolith. The 
park has some mildly interesting sculp-
tures, but the most interesting aspect of 
Erie Basin is its tranquil sadness: plaques 
carry testimonials from the dockworkers 
who once worked the piers, and cranes 
that used to hoist cargo dot the waterfront 
promenade, reminding parkgoers of the 
industrial roots of Red Hook.
 Valentino Pier (end of Coffey Street in 
Red Hook); Erie Basin Park [1 Beard St. 
at Dwight Street in Red Hook, (718) 246-
4532].

 Set in a converted chocolate factory, Body 
By Brooklyn is a luxe spa with that rarest 
of relaxation spots: a full bar that’ll serve 
you even if you’re barefoot and wearing a 
robe (would Eamonn Doran do that?).
 Of course, you don’t come to a spa to 
drink, you come to spa (yes, it’s a verb), so 
there are all the requisite treatments, in-
cluding yoga, massages and steam rooms. 
The Russian sauna offers a dry, 180-de-
gree heat, plus the chance to be hit with 
oak leaves or rubbed with salt from the 
Dead Sea. If you’re not sufficiently relaxed 
by that point, get a chocolate full body 
massage. And if you want the full treat-
ment, reserve a private room for $200 per 
hour. The spa provides the Champagne 
and you can do whatever you want (no 

questions asked).
 Body by Brooklyn [275 Park Ave. at 
Waverly Avenue in Clinton Hill, (718) 923-
9400].

 You don’t hear of people going to the 
Brooklyn Historical Society — and that’s 
what makes the society’s Othmer Library 
such a great place to escape. Constructed 
in 1881 and refurbished in 2003, the li-
brary houses some 100,000 books about 
the history of Brooklyn. The hand-carved 
ash stacks and mezzanine are elegant, in-
teresting and historic, just like our bor-
ough. True, you need an appointment to 
look at a manuscript or something from 
the archives, but casual bibliophiles can 
browse or read (after paying the build-
ing’s $6 admission fee).
 Brooklyn Historical Society [128 Pier-
repont St. at Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222-4111]. Open Wed-Fri, 
1-5 pm.

    On weekends, Prospect Park is as crowded 
as a frat party and as filthy as a garbage 
dump, so why not go hang out in the cem-
etery? It may sound strange, but the Green-
Wood Cemetery is relaxing for more than 
just its long-term residents. In fact, prior to 

the Civil War, its rolling grounds attracted 
500,000 day-trippers — rivaling the sten-
torian appeal of Niagara Falls.
 But these days crowds are far more 
sparse, leaving lots of room to amble the 
478 hilly acres, where conductor Leonard 
Bernstein, painter Jean-Michel Basquiat 
and even graft master “Boss” Tweed en-
joy their eternal rest.
 Green-Wood Cemetery [500 25th St. 
at Fifth Avenue in Greenwood Heights, 
(718) 768-7300]

 Everyone loves the city’s public swim-
ming pools — everyone, that is, except 
people who like to swim. And there’s no 
shame in admitting that sometimes you 
wish you could just have the pool to yourself 
instead of being surrounded by noisy, bois-
terous kids (damn kids having fun!).
 Fortunately, there are early morning and 
early evening lap swimming hours at both 
the Red Hook and Sunset Park pools.
 It’s a great stress reliever.
 “Once you’re underwater, you hear noth-
ing,” one swimmer told us the other day. 
“You think you would think about all of the 

things that are stressing you out, but once 
you’re under, you forget about all of that.”
 Sunset Park Pool [Seventh Avenue at 
43rd Street, (718) 965-6578]; Red Hook 
Pool [155 Bay St., between Henry and 
Hicks streets, (718) 722-3211]. Early lap 
swim, 7–8:30 am; evening lap swim, 
7–8:30 pm.

 It’s easy to tell a stressed out person, 
“Try yoga.” (Try yoga — there, we said 
it. Yes, it was easy). But not all yoga is the 
same. At Bend and Bloom, which just cel-
ebrated its one-year anniversary, owner 
Amy Quinn-Suplina prefers a vinyasa-style 
yoga that leans more towards tai-chi than 
traditional stretch-and-hold gruntfests.
 “Vinyasa techniques aren’t just relaxing in 
the studio, but because they’re not all about 
stretching, you can use what you learn as 
you go out into the world,” she said.
 Of course, Quinn-Suplina’s studio itself 
is a comforting place — and not just be-
cause the 1920s-era firehouse is painted 
all white and has such nice high ceilings. 
If you’re short on dough, for example, you 
can sign up for a work-study program that 
will have you answering phones or work-
ing on the company’s Web site in exchange 
for your classes.

 It’s current! It’s humorous! It’s educational! 
It’s “Tally Ho! Or Navigating the Future,” a 
slapstick comedy with trap doors, giant pup-
pets, and the economy, stupid.
 So, naturally, it’s a madcap comedy: The 

outdoor, free produc-
tion follows the rise 
and fall of two account 
executives through the 
current fiscal meltdown. 
When their once-profit-
able, but now-toxic, as-
sets become a problem, 
all hell — we’re talking 
worthless hedge funds, 
bad credit default swaps, 

and inexplicable derivatives — breaks loose.
 Of course there’s a 1930s musical number!
 But it’s not all fun and games, said Jon We-
ber, a spokesman for Theater for the New City, 
which is producing the show. “We want to make 
people aware of what’s going on and how they 
can get involved.”
 Sounds preachy. But the good news is that 
there are plenty of pie-throwing and selzer-
spraying to keep it all fun.
 “Tally Ho! Or Navigating the Future” will be 
performed at the Coney Island Boardwalk (at 
W. 10th Street) on Aug. 14; and the Prospect 
Park Concert Grove (enter park at Lincoln 
Road and Ocean Avenue) on Aug. 22. All per-
formances are at 2 pm and are free. Call (212) 
254-1109 for info. — Shannon Geis

278 FIFTH AVENUE, BROOKLYN
718.369.9527

345 Court Street (at Union Street)
718-852-5015

Open 7 days for lunch and dinner · Free Valet Parking

Visit our website: www.MarcoPoloRistorante.com

MARCO POLO
  Ristorante  

Pioneer of the fine restaurant movement in Brooklyn

An exceptional meal.MAKING CYCLING FUN AGAIN!

BROOKLYN’S NEWEST BIKE SHOP

 Commuter, 
Road, Mountain, 

 
Snowboards & Skis!
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GO Brooklyn’s guide to getting some peace and quiet

Ahhh: (Clockwise from far left): Go-
ing to a spa, like Body By Brooklyn, 
is just one of many ways to relax 
in this crazy borough. There’s also 
yoga with Angela Arnold from Bend 
and Bloom; grabbing a great book 
at the Brooklyn Historical Society’s 
quiet library; or using the lap-swim-
ming hours at a public pool. And a 
nice sunset at the Valentino pier is a 
perfect end to a day.
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See PEACE on page 9
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FRI, AUG. 7
GENDER EQUALITY FESTIVAL: En-

tertainment, activities, information, 
free food, and prizes. This year’s 
theme: “Brooklyn, We Go Hard!” 
Free. 10 am-3 pm. Cuyler Gore 
Park (corner of Greene Avenue and 
Fulton Street in Fort Greene), www.
genyc.com. 

ART, “INCIDENTS AND ACCIDENTS” 
OPENING: Featuring photography, 
video, performance, and new media 
by Katherine Behar, Ira Eduardo-
vna, Jeff DeGolier and Siebren 
Versteeg. Free. 6 pm. The Hogar 
Collection [362 Grand St. in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 388-5022], www.
hogarcollection.com. 

HIS DREAM HOUSE”: Cary Grant, 
Myrna Loy. Part of the Cary Grant 
Program. $11 ($8 seniors and stu-
dents). 6:50 pm. Brooklyn Academy 
of Music [30 Lafayette Ave. near St. 
Felix Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4100], www.bam.org. 

MUSIC, GRACE POTTER AND THE 
NOCTURNALS: With Deer Tick and 
the London Souls. $3 (suggested). 
7 pm. Prospect Park band shell 
(Enter park at Prospect Park West 
and Ninth Street in Prospect Park), 
www.briconline.org/celebrate. 

ART, RED HOOK GROUP SHOW: 
Free. 7 pm. Space 414 (414 Van 
Brunt St. at Coffey Street in Red 
Hook), www.space414.com. 

ART, LYNN BEAUCHEMIN’S PHOTO
GRAPHS: Free. 7 pm. Tillie’s [248 
DeKalb Ave. at Vanderbilt Avenue 
in Fort Greene, (718) 783-6140], 
www.tilliesofbrooklyn.com. 

BROOKLYN CYCLONES VS JAME
STOWN: Game is also a fundraiser 
for the St. John’s Bread of Life soup 
kitchen on the party deck. E-mail 
dkellogg@breadandlife.org for info. 
$8-$15. 7 pm. Keyspan Park [1904 
Surf Ave. at W. 17th Street in Coney 
Island, (718) 449-8497], www.brook-
lyncyclones.com. 

ART, KAKI KING: Free. 7 pm. Little-
field [622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in Gow-
anus, (718) 855-3388], www.little-
fieldnyc.com. 

MUSIC, THE FIVE DEADLY VEN
OMS AND THE HUNTS: American 
acoustic and bluegrass. $10. 7:30 
pm. Jalopy [315 Columbia St. at 
Woodhull Street in Columbia Street 
Waterfront, (718) 395-3214], www.
jalopy.biz. 

FIREWORKS: Free. 9:30 pm. Board-
walk (Surf Avenue and W. 12th 
Street in Coney Island), www.coney-
islandfunguide.com. 

SAT, AUG. 8

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
BIKE RIDE: Transportation Alterna-

tives leads a ride from Brooklyn, 
through Queens and Manhattan 
and into the Bronx. Free. 8:30 am-
noon. Meet at Grand Army Plaza 
(Under the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ 
Arch in Park Slope), www.transalt.
org/summerstreets. 

INTRODUCTION TO BIRDWATCH

Ave. at Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene), www.brownstoner.com/
brooklynflea.

BROOKLYN FLEA MARKET: Free. 10 
am-5 pm. [194 20th St., between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in Green-
wood Heights, (347) 596-9614], 
www.brooklynfleamarket.com. 

YARD SALE: Free. 10 am-3 pm. St. 
John’s Church [99th Street and 
Fort Hamilton Parkway in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 745-2377], www.saint-
johns1834.org. 

ARTISTS AND FLEAS: Free. 11 am-6 
pm. (129 N. Sixth St. between 
Bedford Avenue and Berry Street 
in Williamsburg), www.artistsand-
fleas.com. 

OTHER
SOAP BOX DERBY: Open Source Gal-

lery’s Soap Box Derby at the 17th 
Street block party. Free. Open 
Source Gallery (255 17th St., at Fifth 
Avenue in Greenwood Heights), 
www.open-source-gallery.org.

ART, SLIGHTLY IN SEINE EXHIBIT: 
Four featured artists and over 800 
new works at this annual Summer 
Art Exhibition. Free. 1 pm. Brooklyn 
Waterfront Artists Coalition [499 
Van Brunt St. at Beard Street in 
Red Hook, (718) 596-2506], www.
bwac.org. 

BROOKLYN CYCLONES VS JAME
STOWN: $8-$15. 6 pm. Keyspan 
Park [1904 Surf Ave. at W. 17th 
Street in Coney Island, (718) 449-
8497], www.brooklyncyclones.com. 

FILM, “THE TALK OF THE TOWN”: 
Cary Grant, Jean Arthur. Part of the 
Cary Grant Program. $11 ($8 seniors 
and students). 6:50 pm. Brooklyn 
Academy of Music [30 Lafayette 
Ave. near St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4100], www.
bam.org. 

ART, LYNN BEAUCHEMIN’S PHOTO
GRAPHS: See Friday, Aug. 7.

COMEDY NIGHT: Leslie Goshko and 
Jen Kwak perform. $10. 8 pm. Ja-
lopy [315 Columbia St. at Woodhull 
Street in Columbia Street Water-
front, (718) 395-3214], www.jalopy.
biz. 

SUN, AUG. 9

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
COOKING DEMONSTRATION: With 

Chef Emily Peterson. Free. noon. 
Park Slope Farmers Market (Fifth 
Avenue between Third and Fourth 
streets in Park Slope). 

 
Historic Fund Walk tour: 
underground muses of Green-
wood. $15 ($12 students and 
seniors). 1 pm. Green-Wood 
Cemetery [Fifth Avenue and 25th 

Kane Story.” $3 (suggested). 7 pm. 
Prospect Park band shell (Enter 
park at Prospect Park West and 
Ninth Street in Prospect Park), 
www.briconline.org/celebrate. 

THEATER, “THE SECOND PIPE OF 
DESIRE”: A staged reading of 
David Miller’s new play. Free. 7 pm. 
Old Stone House [336 Third St. be-
tween Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Park Slope, (718) 768-3195], www.
artfulconspirators.org. 

 
Free. 8 pm. St. Ann’s Church [157 
Montague Street at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 707-1411]. 

SALES AND MARKETS
LEWIS AVENUE FLEA MARKET: 

Free. 9 am-6 pm. (Lewis Avenue 
and Decatur streets in Bedford-
Stuyvesant). 

 Free. 9 am-5 
pm. PS 321 schoolyard (Seventh Av-
enue and First Street in Park Slope), 
www.parkslopefleamarket.com. 

ARTISTS AND FLEAS IN MCCARREN 
PARK: Free. 10 am-6 pm. McCarren 
Park (Bedford Avenue and Lorimer 
Street in Williamsburg), www.artist-
sandfleas.com.

BROOKLYN FLEA: Free. 10 am-5 pm. 
Bishop Loughlin HS (357 Clermont 

ING: Free. Noon. Prospect Park 
Audubon Center [Enter park at 
Lincoln Road and Ocean Avenue 
in Prospect Park, (718) 287-3400], 
www.prospectpark.org/audubon. 

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, GRAND STREET COMMU

NITY BAND: The all-volunteer en-
semble playing traditional American 
marches. Free. 12 pm. McCarren 
Park (Bedford Avenue at Lorimer 
Street in Greenpoint). 

ARTS CELEBRATION: Art, music, 
giveaways, food and drink. Free. 1 
pm. Fort Greene Park Visitor Center 
[Enter park at Myrtle Avenue and 
Washington Park in Fort Greene, 
(718) 723-3218]. 

THEATER, “THE UNCLE BOB 
SHOW”: With Danielle Abrams and 
Raissa Hinman. $15 (adults free). 6 
pm. FiveMyles (558 St. Johns Pl. be-
tween Classon and Franklin avenues 
in Crown Heights). 

 
With music, cocktails, and surprises. 
Free. 6 pm. 1158 Gallery [1158 Dean 
St. between Nostrand and Rogers 
avenues in Crown Heights, (347) 
404-6418].

MUSIC, BIG DADDY KANE: Includes 
screening of “BDK: The Big Daddy 

WHERE TO
SATURDAY
August 8

For kicks
Most art openings 
are the same old bor-
ing wine-and-cheese 
events, but 1158 Gal-
lery’s “Sneaker-
Themed Art Show” 
promises to be a step 
forward for art, for 
sneakers and for gal-
lery openings. Lace 
up your freshest pair 
of Nikes and check 
out local and interna-
tional artists’ take on 
sneakers, along with 
cocktails and music. 

6 pm. ANIVRAM’s 
“Sneaker-Themed Art 
Show” at 1158 Gallery 
[1158 Dean St. between 
Nostrand and Rogers 
avenues in Crown Heights, 
(888) 333-2857]. Free. For 
info, visit www.1158dean.
com/events.

SUNDAY
August 9

Eternal love
True, the fact that 
Jim Carrey is in a 
movie isn’t exactly be 
a selling point. But 
“Eternal Sunshine of 
the Spotless Mind” is 
Carrey’s diamond in 
the rough. Plus, large 
portions of it were 
filmed in an old Vic-
torian in Green point 
that later became a 
crackhouse. See it for 
free as a part of the 
Summerscreen pro-
gram at McCarren 
Park. 

Dusk. “Eternal Sunshine 
of the Spotless Mind” at 
McCarren Park baseball 
fields (enter at N. 12th 
Street and Bedford 
Avenue in Greenpoint). 
Free. For info, visit www.
summerscreen.org.

TUESDAY
August 11

Quality TV
Prospect Park isn’t 
all trash this summer. 
TV on the Radio, 
Brooklyn’s own rock-
soul-jazz-electronic 
music band is play-
ing at the band shell 
as a fundraiser for 
Celebrate Brooklyn. 
With hits like “Wolf 
Like Me” and “Star-
ing at the Sun,” the 
music is sure to be 
fantastic. And it’s for 
a good cause — 
next summer’s great 
lineup of free shows. 

5:30 pm. TV on the 
Radio. Prospect Park 
band shell (enter park at 
Prospect Park West and 
Ninth Street in Prospect 
Park). Tickets, $30.

WEDNESDAY
August 12

Folked up
Finally, the Bard of 
Bushwick, Frank 
Hoier, gets his 
moment in the spot-
light. Every Wednes-
day in August, the 
maestro behind the 
weekly “Rhythm and 
News” feature on 
BrooklynPaper.com 
will be hosting the 
outstanding Roots 
and Ruckus folk 
show. Hoier is one of 
Brooklyn’s hottest 
singer-songwriters 
— and the show 
always cooks.

9 pm. Jalopy [315 
Columbia St. at Woodhull 
Street, (718) 395-3214]. 
No cover. For info, www.
jalopy.biz

SATURDAY
August 15

We are 
stardust
Three days of peace, 
love and music will be 
condensed down to 
its essential elements 
— cheap beer, mood 
lighting and music — 
as Water Street Res-
taurant in DUMBO 
becomes a shrine to 
Woodstock to cele-
brate the concert’s 
40th anniversary. 
There’ll be an endless 
loop from “The 
Woodstock Experi-
ence,” lots of scream-
ing from Joe Cocker 
(pictured), plus 1969 
prices on beer (16 
ounces for $1!).

Noon–midnight. Water 
Street Restaurant [66 
Water St. between Main 
and Dock streets in 
DUMBO, (718) 625-9352].

EDITORS’ PICKS

See 9 DAYS on page 10
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Bay Ridge’s Newest Modern Mexican Restaurant & Lounge
Monday thru Wednesday
1/2 price drinks & appetizers ALL DAY

Thursday & Friday
1/2 price drinks 4–7 pm

Open for Lunch
Mon–Fri, $12 Prix Fixe

includes soup or salad, soda, 
coffee or tea

$13 Brunch
Saturday & Sunday

One FREE Bloody Mary, Mimosa, 
Frozen Margarita, Sangria or 

Bellini with meal

Open for Dinner
Seven days a week
Sunday thru Thursday
$25 Dinner Prix Fixe

Includes appetizer/entre/dessert

Special PARTY 
menus available

GIFT CARDS  
for all occasions

Come watch all 
your SPORTING 
EVENTS on our  
9 high-def flat 

screen TVs

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

New York’s 
best election 

coverage

Launching August 7!

GENERAL COSMETIC
SKIN CARE SPECIALISTS

Botox
Juvederm/Restylane

Chemical peels
Laser hair removal

Spider veins
Scar and blemish removal

Acne.  Herpes
Warts.  Moles

Skin cancer screening
Keloid treatments

ALAN KLING, MD
Board-Certified Dermatologist

NICOLE DeVINCENTIS, PA

718-636-0425
27 EIGHTH AVE (AT LINCOLN PL)
PARK SLOPE, BKLYN
212-288-1300
1000 PARK AVE (AT 84TH ST)
MANHATTAN, NY
DAY AND EVENING HOURS
PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
INSURANCE ACCEPTED FOR MEDICAL SERVICES

ARE YOU CARING 
FOR AN ELDERLY 

RELATIVE OR SOMEONE 
WITH MEMORY LOSS?

We’re here to 
help you and 
your relatives

“I wish a Center like 
this was available for 

my mother — it’s a 
lifesaver for families.”

— Former New York 
Mets All-Star  

Keith Hernandez

The Jacquelyn 
Hernandez Adult 

Day Health Center
provides:

Medicaid COVERS all costs

The Jacquelyn Hernandez Adult Day Health Center
380 Henry Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201

To arrange a tour or request an application, call:

Barbara Williams – 718.855.2050

 Pat Benatar will rock the Seaside Concert 
Series in Asser Levy Park in Coney Island — on a bill with Blondie! 
— on Aug. 13.

TUES, AUG. 11
 Candidates for 

the 33rd Council district (currently 
occupied by David Yassky) will 

meet. Free. 6:30 pm. St. Francis 
College (180 Remsen St., between 
Court and Clinton streets in 
Brooklyn Heights).

CIVIC CALENDAR

To list an event in the Civic Calendar, e-mail Newsroom@cnglocal.com
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AUGUST RECOMMENDAT IONS

 211 Fifth Avenue (between Union & President)

Park Slope  (718) 636-9463  www.redwhiteandbubbly.com
Open Mon–Sat: 10am–10pm, Sun: 12pm–8pm  

Sipranillo Tempranillo
One of the VERY best under 

$15 Spanish wines we’ve tast-

ed in recent memory? We certainly think so, 

but you be the judge. Sipranillo hails from 

Spain’s Carinena region located in the 

northwest province of Aragorn. The region’s 

vines receive very little annual rainfall and produce incredibly con-

cerntrated fruit which translates into wines of great depth and 

character.  This super juicy 100% Tempranillo, true to the Spanish 

tradition, is soft and round, with abundant black fruit flavors.  Pair 

it with roasted or grilled meats, pasta dishes, mildly spicy Asian or 

fusion cuisine, lamb chops, and your favorite aged cheeses.

Almira Los Dos Old Vines 
Grenache/Syrah
A blend of 85% Garnacha/ 

15% Syrah  Bright cherry red 

with violet hues with a pleasantly intense 

complex aroma of subtle fruit and balsam, 

denoting it’s high quality.  With a full structure and lingering 

taste, this wine pairs well with red meats, fish with a cream sauce 

and various cheeses.

Code Inspiration Viognier
Pale yellow with golden reflec-

tions, on the nose you will dis-

cover aromas of peach and white flowers.  

Full in body, dry, clean with mineral notes 

and crisp green apple.  Great for starters, 

curry chicken, roasted pork and shellfish.

Bauer Gmork Gruner 
Veltliner
Austrian Grüner Veltliner is 

very Sauvignon Blanc like, 

wonderful, brilliant yellow colored wine 

with a typical Veltliner nose. It has multi-

layered fruit, spice, pepper, nut and apple in 

the bouquet, leading to a fine subtle finish on the palate.  Serve 

with Sushi, Thai food, scallops, asparagus and roasted veal.

$9.95

Buy Darrin’s Best Buys 4 Pack 
and Save 10%

$9.95

$9.95

$9.95

$35.82
Buy both Discovery Wines 
and Save 10% $29.61

Darrin’s Best Buys 
for August!

Darrin’s August 
Discovery Wines!

La Mondianese 
Grignolino D’Asti
Made of 100% 

Grig  nolino.  Lo cated 

in the hills of Castagnole Mon-

ferrato and Montemagno (“big 

hill”) in the provence of Asti, the 

La Mondianese farm covers 6 

acres with a cellar having the 

state of the art modern encology. 

Named for the large percentage 

of pips, or “grignole,” as they 

are called in the Piedmontese 

dialect, Grignolino vines yield very few bunches of grapes, 

but grapes that make an extraordinary wine!  Light in color, 

delicate in style, it demands your attention, rather than hit-

ting in you the face with big, blowsy aromas and flavors.  

UNIQUE, delicious and very interesting! That’s what makes 

it our August Discovery Wine!  Pair this with any pasta with 

tomatoe sauce, pizza, grilled sausage or simply serve with 

your starters (delish with salami)

Torre del Falasco 
This 100% Garga-

nega is sourced 

from selected vineyards through-

out the Valpantena region north 

of Verona. The Garganega 

grapes get extra concentration 

and ripeness from a late, hand-

picked harvest. These grapes 

are de-stemmed and lightly 

pressed, the must and skins are 

kept for a short period in tem-

perature controlled tanks. Half 

of the wine is stored in stainless steel tanks on its lees and 

the other half is aged in wood to add greater depth and 

complexity. An intensely aromatic nose, with fruity scents 

accompanied by light vanilla tones. This late harvest wine is 

rich and creamy, with a refreshing citrus flavor and a min-

eral yet soft, complex texture. Long finish of toasted 

almond. Try with fish dishes, white meats or as an aperitif.

$17.95

$14.95

twitter.com/rwbubbly

Stay updated on events, 

tastings and specials  

in real time!

Follow us on

By Shannon Geis
for The Brooklyn Paper

nly Peter Block would find 
his inspiration in the murky 
Gowanus Canal.

 The fetid corpse of water 
lends its name — and its rug-
ged good looks — to the new 
album from Block’s (sort-of) 
self-titled band, Porter Block.
 But the band’s fourth LP, 
“The Gowanus Yacht Club” 
isn’t about the canal (despite 
its depiction on the cover) — it’s 
more about the club.
 The 11-cut record features a 
collaboration with a different 
Brooklyn artist on every track 
— hence the “club” idea.
 Some “club” members are 
well known (like Angela Mc-
Cluskey from the French pop 
group Telepopmusik), others 
not so much. 
 “Some of the songwriters I 
knew and had worked with be-
fore, others were people that I ad-
mired,” said Block. “The whole 
vibe gets captured in the song 
and I hope people hear it.”
 Brooklynites will, he be-
lieves. To promote the Foun-
tains of Wayne-influenced re-
cord, Porter Block performed 
all over the borough this sum-
mer — including shows at the 
Northside Festival and Spike 
Hill in Williamsburg, Bar 4 in 
Park Slope, and a listening party 
at the Bushwick Country Club 
— and Block said the band al-

ways got a good response from 
the locals. 
 “It’s more friendly [to play in 
Brooklyn],” said Block. “People 
in Brooklyn really come out to 
see original music.”
 There’s plenty of it. Most of 
Block’s collaborators have set 
up shop in the borough, just as 
he did two years ago at his stu-
dio, called the Gowanus Car-

riage House.
 When he’s not playing or 
recording, you can sometimes 
find Peter Block at the Smith 
Street bar that gives the album 
its formal title.
 “The Yacht Club is just down 
the street from my studio,” he 
said. “It’s a cool place, with 
burgers, hot dogs and beer.”
 The guy is so in love with 

Brooklyn that he even loves his 
neighborhood subway.
 “I love walking from the F 
train,” said Block. “I can hear 
birds chirping.”
 Whatever floats your boat.
 Porter Block’s new CD is 
available at Music Matters [413 
Seventh Ave. between 13th 
and 14th streets in Park Slope, 
(718) 369-7087].

Porter Block’s new album is a collaboration

 Plus, there’s a “pay-whatever-
you-want” every Tuesday at 10 
am, and an unlimited classes 
for $99 deal.
 “Yoga,” Quinn-Suplina said, 
“is about the union of the mind, 
the body and the breath, or 
spirit.”
 So it shouldn’t break the 
bank.
 Bend and Bloom Yoga [708 
Sackett St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (347) 987-3162].

 Down a flight of stairs off 
bustling Lafayette Avenue, 
Stonehome Wine Bar is the 
brainchild of Bill Stenejem, 
who is (get this) a retired high 
school alcohol and substance 
abuse program administrator.

 Stenejem, who looks and 
sounds like an American ver-
sion of Malcolm McDowell, has 
put together a wine list of some 
200 bottles, with 35 wines avail-
able by the glass. The back patio 
is home to a lush garden, but the 
undulating cherry-wood bar de-
signed by Stenejem’s wife, Rose 
Hermann, is equally beautiful.
 Stonehome has expanded its 
food offerings from cheese and 
charcuterie to include a $25 prix-
fixe menu (before 7:30 pm) and 
offerings like watermelon and 
feta salad or sustainably fished 
Mahi Mahi.
 Nothing says “relaxation” 
like a sustainably harvested 
fish.
 Stonehome Wine Bar [87 
Lafayette Ave. at S. Portland 
Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 
624-9443].

 When you walk into the 
Brooklyn Inn, inhale deeply. 

That smell can’t be manufac-
tured in any scent-maker’s labo-
ratory — it can only be earned. 
It’s the scent of an old bar. So 
grab a pint of Brooklyn Lager 
or Guinness at the 1870s-era 
wood bar, or shoot some pool 
in the backroom (these games 
are definitely low key).
 Better still, take your beer 
into one of the walled-off booths 
for a quiet afternoon chat.
 Brooklyn Inn [138 Bergen 
St. at Hoyt Street in Boerum 
Hill, (718) 625-9741]

 If yoga isn’t spiritual enough 
for you, how about sitting and 
meditating while facing a 
wall?
 That’s the soto Zen tradi-
tion, as practiced at the Brook-
lyn Zen Center in Park Slope, 
where Zen priest Greg Snyder 
runs the show.
 “What we are doing is bring-
ing our minds to our body 

and following our breath,” he 
said. 
 “What tends to cause stress 
in our lives is that we have an 
attachment to thought, and the 
breath is a way to bring the mind 
away from being attached to 
those thoughts,” he added.
 So the goal at regular medi-
tation sessions is to sit still for a 
half hour at a time, which Sny-
der admitted isn’t so easy for 
first-timers.
 “They’re used to following 
their mind wherever it takes 
them,” he said. “But it is much 
easier to do it with other peo-
ple around.”
 Sounds like that introduc-
tory class at 9:30 am on the 
first Saturday of the month is 
for you.
 Brooklyn Zen Center [389 
Ninth St. between Fifth and 
Sixth avenues in Park Slope, 
(718) 701-1083]. Suggested 
donation is $5. For info, visit 
www.brooklynzen.org.

Continued from page 7

 Peter Block and his band, Porter Block, have a new album out — 
inspired by the Gowanus Canal.
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The First Annual 

Park Slope Fifth Avenue 

 

Art & Photo  

Walk 
 

(Dean St to 18th St) 

Fourth of July  

to Labor Day 

75 Artists 

Hundreds of Pieces 

Park Slope  

Fifth Avenue  

BID  

presents 

and view the hundreds of  pieces of  art 
hanging in over 80 locations  

from Dean Street to 18th Street. 
 

Look for this logo and pick up a guide to the 
artists and locations or visit the Park Slope 

Fifth Avenue BID blog at 
 

AllAboutFifth.blogspot.com 
 
 

And look for more exciting events  
this summer during the  

Art & Photo Walk! 

Take a stroll  
along Park Slope’s Fifth Avenue 

This event is sponsored by the Park Slope Fifth Avenue 
Business Improvement District. For more information  

e-mail ParkSlope5AvBID@aol.com 

re-sale boutique for kids & teens

it’s time to let go...

BRING IN THIS AD
GET 20% OFF PURCHASE

@ Kidz Cut Zone   447 Sixth Avenue, Park Slope   718.369.4700

Haircuts & Products too

clothes   shoes   books   everyday items
kids   teens   maternity

pick-ups available

As seen in

TIME OUT NEW YORK 

KIDS

SALE
going on

NOW

4408 5th Ave. (bet. 44th & 45th Sts.) (718) 438-2009

Private dining room for parties

Dominican Cuisine

Broiled Fish Filet 
Stuffed w/ Crabmeat
served with broccoli fl orets, 
carrots, and mashed potatoes
$15.95

ALWAYS EXTRA TO TAKE HOME
...the portions are so large

Restaurant & UnderWater Lounge

66 Water Street in DUMBO
718-625-9352

www.waterstreetrestaurant.com

THIS WEEK ON WATER STREET...

Woodstock 
40th Anniversary 

Reunion Party
SATURDAY, 

AUGUST 15TH IN 
THE UNDERWATER 

LOUNGE
The Woodstock 
Documentary!

Street in Sunset Park, (212) 
439-1090], www.bigonion.
com. 

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “TALLY HO! OR 

NAVIGATING THE FU
TURE”: The rip-roaring mu-
sical. Free. 2 pm. Herbert 
Von King Park [between 
Marcy and Tompkins av-
enues in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant, (212) 254-1109], www.
theaterforthenewcity.net. 

MUSIC, GUY DAVIS: The 
musician, composer, 
actor, director, writer, 
and bluesman. $20. 8 pm. 
Jalopy [315 Columbia 
St. at Woodhull Street 
in the Columbia Street 
Waterfront District, (718) 
395-3214], www.jalopy.biz. 

FILM, “RED HEROINE”: The 
Devil Music Ensemble ac-
companies the only surviv-
ing Chinese silent martial 
arts film. Live music before 
the film, open bar at Match-
less afterward. Presented 
by Rooftop Films. $9. 8:30 
pm. Automotive High 
School [50 Bedford Ave. at 
Nassau Avenue in Green-
point, (617) 427-3267], www.
rooftopfilms.com. 

SALES AND MARKETS
 See 

Saturday, Aug. 8. 
 

See Saturday, Aug. 8.
ARTISTS AND FLEAS: See 

Saturday, Aug. 8. 
 Free. 11 

am–5 pm. J.J. Byrne Park 
(Fifth Avenue and Fourth 
Street in Park Slope).

 Free. 
11 am–6 pm. Under the 
Brooklyn Bridge (Water 
Street and New Dock 
Street in DUMBO), www.
brownstoner.com/
brooklynflea. 

OUTDOOR ART SHOW AND 
SALE: Free. 11 am–4 pm. 
Narrows Botanical Gardens 
[Shore Road and Bay Ridge 
Avenue in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 748-9848], www.
narrowsbg.org. 

OTHER
ART, SLIGHTLY IN SEINE 

EXHIBIT: See Saturday, 
Aug. 8.

SEMINAR: Free. 2 pm. 
Brooklyn Historical Society 
[128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222-4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

JAMESTOWN: See Satur-
day, Aug. 8.

FILM, “SUSPICION”: Cary 
Grant, Joan Fontaine. Part 
of the Cary Grant Program. 
$11 ($8 seniors and stu-
dents). 6:50 pm. Brooklyn 
Academy of Music [30 
Lafayette Ave. near St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4100], www.bam.org. 

ART LYNN BEAUCHEMIN’S 
PHOTOGRAPHS: See Sat-
urday, Aug. 8.

FILM, “STAR WARS”: Out-
door movie screening. 
Free. 8 pm. Habana Out-
post [757 Fulton St. at S. 
Portland Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 858-9500], 
www.ecoeatery.com. 

MON, AUG. 10
FILM, “LADIES SHOULD 

LISTEN”: Cary Grant, 
Frances Drake. Part of the 
Cary Grant Program. $11 
($8 seniors and students). 
7 pm. Brooklyn Academy 
of Music [30 Lafayette Ave. 
near St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4100], 
www.bam.org. 

ART LYNN BEAUCHEMIN’S 
PHOTOGRAPHS: See Sat-
urday, Aug. 8. 

MUSIC, TEENA MARIE, JEF
FREY OSBORNE, AND 
RUBEN STUDDARD: 
Free. 7:30 pm. Wingate 
Field [Brooklyn Ave. be-
tween Rutland Road and 
Winthrop Street in Crown 
Heights, (718) 222-0600], 
www.brooklynconcerts.com. 

MUSIC, TONY SCHERR: 
Weekly gig. $5. 9 pm. Ja-

lopy [315 Columbia St. at 
Woodhull Street in the Co-
lumbia Street Waterfront 
District, (718) 395-3214], 
www.jalopy.biz. 

TUES, AUG. 11
MUSIC, TV ON THE RADIO: 

Benefit concert for Cel-
ebrate Brooklyn. $30. 
5:30 pm. Prospect Park 
band shell (Enter park at 
Prospect Park West and 
Ninth Street in Prospect 
Park), www.briconline.org/
celebrate. 

OUTDOOR PILATES: The 
Fitness Guru leads free 
class. Free. 6:30 pm. 
Empire-Fulton Ferry State 
Park [Plymouth Street at 
Main Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 802-0603], www.
brooklynbridgepark.org. 

FILM, “TOPPER”: Cary Grant, 
Constance Bennett, Roland 
Young. Part of the Cary 
Grant Program. $11 ($8 
seniors and students). 6:50 
pm. Brooklyn Academy of 
Music [30 Lafayette Ave. 
near St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4100], 
www.bam.org. 

 
Author of “The Art of 
Making Money.” Free. 7 
pm. Barnes & Noble [267 
Seventh Avenue at Sixth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
832-9066]. 

MUSIC, LISA LISA: Remember 
Cult Jam? Free. 7 pm. Red 
Hook Park [Verona and 
Dwight streets in Red Hook, 
(212) 360-8290], www.
cityparksfoundation.org. 

ART, LYNN BEAUCHEMIN’S 
PHOTOGRAPHS: See Fri-
day, Aug. 7.

WED, AUG. 12
FILM, “ETERNAL SUNSHINE 

OF THE SPOTLESS MIND”: 
Part of the Summerscreen 
Film Series. Free. dusk. Mc-
Carren Park (The ballfields 
at Lorimer Street and Driggs 
Avenue in Greenpoint), sum-
merscreen.org. 

ETERY: Led by Big Onion 
Walking Tours. $15 ($12 stu-
dents and seniors). 1 pm. 
Green-Wood Cemetery 
[Fifth Avenue and 25th Street 
in Sunset Park, (212) 439-

1090], www.bigonion.com. 
MUSIC, BONNIE RAITT AND 

TAJ MAHAL: Benefit con-
cert for Celebrate Brook-
lyn. $39.75–$125.25. 7 pm. 
Prospect Park band shell 
(Enter park at Prospect 
Park West and Ninth Street 
in Prospect Park), www.bri-
conline.org/celebrate. 

SMIF N WESSUN: Hip-hop 
artists who worked with 
Tupac, Talib Kweli, Mary 
J. Blige, and more. 16+. 
Free. 7 pm. Brower Park 
[Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Crown Heights, 
(212) 360-8290], www.
cityparksfoundation.org. 

ART, LYNN BEAUCHEMIN’S 
PHOTOGRAPHS: See Fri-
day, Aug. 7. 

READING, LEV GROSSMAN: 
Author of “The Magicians.” 
Free. 7:30 pm. Barnes & 
Noble [267 Seventh Av-
enue at Sixth Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 832-9066].

MUSIC, ROOTS AND 
 Weekly Ameri-

can folk music variety show. 
9 pm. Jalopy [315 Columbia 
St. at Woodhull Street in 
the Columbia Street Wa-
terfront District, (718) 395-
3214], www.jalopy.biz.

THURS, AUG. 13
 

”Garden Noodles.” Pre-
pare, cook, and eat over 
an open fire. Free. 5-7 
pm. Wyckoff Farmhouse 
Museum [5816 Clarendon 
Rd. at Ralph Avenue in East 
Flatbush, (718) 629-5400], 
www.wyckoffassociation.
org. 

MUSIC, GRAND STREET 
COMMUNITY BAND: See 
Saturday, Aug. 8.

FILM, “BUTCH CASSIDY & 
 

Part of the Movies with a 
View series. Free. 6 pm. 
Empire-Fulton Ferry State 
Park [Plymouth Street at 
Main Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 802-0603], www.
brooklynbridgepark.org. 

TWILIGHT TOUR: Wine and 
cheese reception, boat 
tour and naturalist-led 
bat walk. Reservations re-
quired. $30. 6:30 pm. Pros-
pect Park Audubon Center 
[Enter park at Lincoln Road 
and Ocean Avenue in Pros-
pect Park, (718) 287-3400], 
www.prospectpark.org/
audubon. 

FILM, “PENNY SERENADE”: 
Cary Grant, Irene Dunn. 
Part of the Cary Grant Pro-
gram. $11 ($8 seniors and 
students). 6:50 pm. Brook-
lyn Academy of Music [30 
Lafayette Ave. near St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4100], www.bam.org. 

ART, LYNN BEAUCHEMIN’S 
PHOTOGRAPHS: See Fri-
day, Aug. 7.

MUSIC, BLONDIE AND 
PAT BENATAR: With the 
Donnas. Free. 7:30 pm. 
Asser Levy/Seaside Park 
[W. Fifth Street and Surf 
Avenue, across from the 
Aquarium in Coney Island, 
(718) 222-0600], www.
brooklynconcerts.com. 

READING, LIZ THORPE: 
Author of “Cheese 
Chronicles.” Free. 7:30 
pm. Barnes & Noble [267 
Seventh Avenue at Sixth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
832-9066]. 

FRI, AUG. 14
GENDER EQUALITY FESTI

VAL: See Friday, Aug. 7.
MUSIC, ANIMAL COLLEC

TIVE: Benefit concert for 
Celebrate Brooklyn. $30. 
5:30 pm. Prospect Park 
band shell (enter park at 
Prospect Park West and 
Ninth Street in Prospect 
Park), www.briconline.org/
celebrate. This show is 
sold out.

MUSIC, BEAREATHER 
REDDY: Free. 6 pm. Med-
gar Evers College Am-
phitheatre [Montgomery 
St. between Franklyn and 
Bedford avenues in Crown 
Heights, (718) 270-5055], 
www.centralbrooklynjazz-
consortium.org. 

FILM, “THE PHILADELPHIA 
STORY”: Part of the Cary 
Grant Program. $11 ($8 
seniors and students). 6:50 

pm. Brooklyn Academy of 
Music [30 Lafayette Ave. 
near St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4100], 
www.bam.org. 

VS ONEONTA: $8-$15. 7 
pm. Keyspan Park [1904 
Surf Ave. at W. 17th 
Street in Coney Island, 
(718) 449-8497], www.
brooklyncyclones.com. 

ART, LYNN BEAUCHEMIN’S 
PHOTOGRAPHS: See Fri-
day, Aug. 7. 

THEATER, “TALLY HO!, 
OR NAVIGATING THE 
FUTURE”: The rip-roaring 
musical. Free. 8 pm. Coney 
Island Boardwalk [W. 
10th St. at Surf Avenue 
in Bedford-Stuyvesant, 
(212) 254-1109], www.
theaterforthenewcity.net. 

FILM, “HOME MOVIES”: 
Short films about moments 
in time. Live music, open 
bar at Matchless afterward. 
$9. 8:30 pm. Automotive 
HS [50 Bedford Ave. at 
Nassau Avenue in Green-
point, (617) 427-3267], 
www.rooftopfilms.com.

 See Friday, 
Aug. 7.

SAT, AUG. 15

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
 See Saturday, 

Aug. 8.
ART, ENVIRONMENTAL MU

SEUM ON WHEELS: The 
nature and maritime Envi-
romedia Mobile. Exhibits, 
ecocruises, fishing, touch 
tank, movies, refreshments, 
music. International Bay 
Fest Series. Free. 11 am. 
IKEA’s Erie Basin Park [1 
Beard St. at Otsego Street 
in Red Hook, (347) 224-
5828], www.urbandivers.org. 

INTRODUCTION TO BIRD
WATCHING: See Saturday, 
Aug. 8.

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, ANIMAL COLLEC

TIVE: See Friday, Aug. 14. 
Tickets still available.

THEATER, “WHITMAN’S 
 A staged 

reading of David Miller’s 
new play. Free. 7 pm. Old 
Stone House [336 Third St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, 
(718) 768-3195], www.
artfulconspirators.org. 

MUSIC, ART LILLARD QUAR
TET: Free. 8:30 pm. Tea 
Lounge [837 Union St. at 
Seventh Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 789-2762], 
www.tealoungeny.com. 

SALES AND MARKETS
LEWIS AVENUE FLEA MAR

 See Saturday, Aug. 8.
 See 

Saturday, Aug. 8. 
ARTISTS AND FLEAS IN MC

 See Satur-
day, Aug. 8.

 See Satur-
day, Aug. 8.

 
See Saturday, Aug. 8.

ARTISTS AND FLEAS: See 
Saturday, Aug. 8.

 Species by 
the Thousands. Meet the 
designers, see their latest 
fashions, and enjoy delicious 
treats. Free. 1-5 pm. Old 
Hollywood (110 Meserole 
Ave. between Manhattan 
Avenue and Leonard Street 
in Greenpoint), www.
oldhollywoodmoxie.com. 

OTHER
URBAN PLANT ART: Sara 

Bouchard and German art-
ist Leslie Kuo investigate 
urban plants together. In-
cludes discussion and walks 
through the neighborhood. 
Free. Open Source Gal-
lery (255 17th St., at Fifth 
Avenue in Greenwood 
Heights), www.urbanplant-
research.org. 

ART, SLIGHTLY IN SEINE 
EXHIBIT: See Saturday, 
Aug. 8. 

ONEONTA: 6 pm. See Fri-
day, Aug. 14. 

FILM, “TO CATCH A THEIF”: 
Part of the Cary Grant Pro-
gram. $11 ($8 seniors and 
students). 6:50 pm. Brook-
lyn Academy of Music [30 
Lafayette Ave. near St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4100], www.bam.org. 

To list your event in Nine Days In Brooklyn, please give us two 
weeks notice or more. Send your listing by e-mail: calendar@
cnglocal.com; or by mail: GO Brooklyn, The Brooklyn Paper, 
One Metrotech Center North, Suite 1001, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 
Listings are free and printed on a space available basis. We 
regret we cannot take listings over the phone.

 What happens when you take 
Cirque de Soleil and cross it 
with the “Yellow Submarine?” 
You get Suspended Cirque’s 
“Urbanopolis,” at the Galapa-
gos Art Space.
 Dancers hang from chains, 
fly through the air, and sub-
merge themselves in water, all 
accompanyied by multi-colored 
lighting and trippy music.
 OK, so the plot is ridiculous 
— a fairytale featuring a young 
urbanite who falls into a fu-
turistic labyrinth with a scam-

pering rabbit. But the chore-
ography and visual effect are 
stunning.
 And you can’t beat “De La 
Guarda” action for just $20.
 Five dancers started this 
troupe a few years ago after 
working the acrobatic circuit 
for years — on Broadway, at 
Above the Belt and the Tra-
peze School, the works. 
 They wanted a show that 
would be sensual, but not bur-
lesque, entertaining but not 
overdone.

 “We don’t just do the phys-
icality, we tell a story through 
it,” said Angela Jones, one of 
the performers.
 One of the dances is a four-
performer act on a fake chan-
delier. As they say on TV, don’t 
try that one at home, kids.
 Suspended Cirque’s “Ur-
banopolis” at Galapagos Art 
Space [16 Main St. at Water 
Street in DUMBO, (718) 222-
8500], Aug. 14-16. Tickets, 
$20 ($10 children and se-
niors). — Robin Riskin

Continued from page 8

 Roxi Suger flaunts the handmade, 
eco-friendly panties that she’ll be selling on Sunday 
at the Makers Market at the Old American Can Fac-
tory on Third Street at Third Avenue in Gowanus.
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Smartmom is ready to cut the cord

By Louise Crawford

B eing a parent is about 
letting go. From the 
moment that um-

bilical cord is cut, it’s all 
about making more and 
more space between you 
and your child.
 Here’s how it goes: breast-
feeding gradually ceases to 
be the main source of suste-
nance. Then the baby learns 
to crawl, then walk, then run 
from you. Pre-school and kin-
dergarten takes them farther 
away as they make friends. 
And those connections only 
widen and deepens.  
 And then they go paras-
ailing. 
 It wasn’t something Smart-
mom ever expected. In fact, 
it wasn’t really an activity on 
her radar at all. It was just a 
day at the beach on Block Is-
land with Hepcat, the Oh So 
Feisty One and her friend, 
Luvbud. 
 And then OSFO noticed a 
tiny yellow parachute with a 
smiley face on it flying high 
above and behind a speeding 
motorboat. 
 “There’s a person attached 
to that thing,” she said. 
 And so began the longing 
to be that person flying high 
above the Atlantic Ocean. 

 “Can we do that?” OSFO 
asked with just the slightest 
amount of pleading in her 
voice.
 Smartmom didn’t even an-
swer because she figured the 
urge would pass and OSFO 
and Luvbud would soon settle 
on a safer beach pastime, like 
collecting seashells or bury-
ing each other in the sand. 
 But the urge didn’t pass. 
And, believe it or not, Hep-
cat started to egg them on. 
 “You really want to do it? 
You want to give it a try?” 
he goaded.
 Smartmom was shocked. 
Hepcat was usually the hyper-
cautious one. From a family 
of engineers, he knows how 
everything works and, there-
for, just how dangerous ev-
erything is. He’s the parent 
who always puts the kibosh on 
kooky ideas that will result in 

told Smartmom. If the string 
breaks there’s the parachute, 
if the parachute breaks, they 
just fall into the water.”
 Smartmom put the whole 
thing out of her mind as they 
walked along the beach. She 
figured it was a remote pos-
sibility until she heard Hep-
cat say. 
 “Let’s walk over to the 
harbor and see how much it 
costs.” 
 Smartmom was game only 
because she figured the cost 
would be prohibitive.

But Smartmom didn’t 
factor in salesman-
ship. When they got 

to the motorboat, a woman 
selling tickets on the dock 
was determined to get the 
girls into the boat.
 “It’s the experience of a 
lifetime, girls. You’ll love 
it. You can go up together. 
The captain has been doing 
this for 20 years. Nothing to 
worry about. Everyone loves 
it. We’ve got a boat leaving 
in a few minutes.”
 When Smartmom found 
out that it cost $75 per per-
son for a seven-minute ride 
or a 14-minute tandem ride 
she was dead set against it. 
This trip to Block Island was 
already costing them plenty. 
Why did they need to add 
this unnecessary expense? 

emergency room 
visits or major 
surgery. 
 The fact that 
he was encour-
aging this was 
irksome — and 
it made Smart-
mom mad. 
 “It’s ridicu-
lously safe,” he 

PARENTKIDS SCHOOL STYLE TEENS CAMPS MUSIC

FRI, AUG. 7
 Ringling Brothers and 

Barnum & Bailey Boom-A-
Ring. One-ring verison of 
the Ringling Brothers show. 
$10-$65. [West 21st Street 
at the Boardwalk in Coney 
Island, (201) 507-8900], 
www.ringling.com. 

 Animal tales, 
folklore, games, costumes, 
crafts, skulls and skins 
for children aged 4-11. 
Prospect Park Children’s 
Corner [Flatbush Avenue 
at Empire Boulevard, 
(718) 638-7700], www.
heartofbrooklyn.org/
childrenscorner.

SAT, AUG. 8
 Ringling Broth-

ers. See Friday, Aug. 7. 
 Puppet show, 

“Aladdin and the Wonder-
ful Lamp.” $8 ($7 children). 
Puppetworks [338 Sixth 
Ave., at Fourth Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 965-3391], 
www.puppetworks.org. 

 Nature Crafts. Free. 
Prospect Park Audubon 
Center [Enter park at 
Lincoln Road and Ocean 
Avenue in Prospect Park, 
(718) 287-3400], www.
prospectpark.org/audubon. 

 Science Power 
Hour. Free. Prospect Park 
Audubon Center. See 
venue info above.

 Story hour. Free. 
Imagination Playground 
(Enter park at Lincoln 
Road and Ocean Avenue 
in Prospect Park), www.
prospectpark.org. 

 Putumayo Kids in 
concert. Face painting and 
food. Part of the Carroll 
Park Kids’ Concert Series. 
Free. Carroll Park (President 
and Smith streets in Carroll 
Gardens), www.carrollpark-
brooklyn.org/concerts. 

 Family Camp Out 
Night. Bring your own 
sleeping bag. Dinner, 
dessert, and breakfast pro-
vided. RSVP. $30 per child/
parent pair, $10 for each 
extra person. Brooklyn 
Society for Ethical Culture 
[53 Prospect Park West 
at Second Street in Park 
Slope, (212) 920-4483], 
www.bsec.org. 

 “Sesame Street” 
songs and a Tigger movie. 
Free. Moxie Spot [81 Atlan-
tic Ave. between Hicks and 
Henry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

SUN, AUG. 9
 “Alad-

din.” See Saturday, Aug. 8. 
 Ringling Brothers. 

See Friday, Aug. 7. 
 Nature Crafts. See 

Saturday, Aug. 8.
 Science Power 

Hour. See Saturday, Aug. 8.
 Story hour. See 

Saturday, Aug. 8.
 “Life on a Desert 

Island”. A one-man, out-
door, interactive play based 
on the popular Robinson 
Crusoe story. Free. Pros-
pect Park (Fifth Street next 
to Litchfield Villa), www.
theatreplayground.com. 

 A short play about 
Walt Whitman’s life and 
works in Brooklyn. Free. 
Old Stone House [336 Third 
St. between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues in Park Slope, 
(718) 768-3195], www.
theoldstonehouse.org. 

 Bingo/board game 
night. Free. Moxie Spot [81 
Atlantic Ave. between Hicks 
and Henry streets in Brook-
lyn Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

TUES, AUG. 11
 “The Tale of Flut-

terby and Piggle,” an inter-
active, butterfly-themed 
musical for kids, 2-5. Free. 
Brooklyn Bridge Park lawn 
[1 Main St. at Plymouth 
Street in DUMBO, (718) 
802-0603], www.brooklyn-
bridgepark.org. 

WED, AUG. 12
 Ringling Brothers. 

See Friday, Aug. 7. 

THURS, AUG. 13
 Ringling Brothers. 

See Friday, Aug. 7. 
 “Fly Away Home” 

with Anna Paquin. Part of 
the SummerStarz series. 
Free. East River State Park 
(Entrance at Kent Avenue 
and N. Eighth Street in 
Williamsburg). 

 Nintendo Wii Sports 
Night. Free. Moxie Spot [81 
Atlantic Ave. between Hicks 
and Henry streets in Brook-
lyn Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

FRI, AUG. 14
 Ringling Brothers. 

See Friday, Aug. 7. 
 Animal tales. See 

Friday, Aug. 7.

SAT, AUG. 15
 Catch fish, look 

at them, then let them go. 
Free. Brooklyn Bridge Park 
[1 Main St, at Plymouth 
Street in DUMBO, (718) 
802-0603], www.brooklyn-
bridgepark.org. 

 Ringling Broth-
ers. See Friday, Aug. 7. 

 “Aladdin.” See 
Saturday, Aug. 8.

 Nature Crafts. See 
Saturday, Aug. 8.

 Science Power 
Hour. See Saturday, Aug. 8.

 Story hour. See 
Saturday, Aug. 8.

FAMILY CALENDAR

To list your event, visit: BrooklynPaper.com/events/submit763 President St.  718-230-5255

DAY SCHOOL, INC.

SUMMER AT

A professional staff provides a warm stimulating 
environment for your child 2.3 – 5 years old

2, 3, 4, or 5 mornings, afternoons or full days.

COME JOIN IN THE FUN!

62 Fourth St (corner of Hoyt)  (718) 522-5822
www.BrooklynFencing.com

at BROOKLYN FENCING CENTER

Beginners welcome!
Ages 7 & up 

Next session begins July 20th
REGISTER NOW!

Summer Fencing Camps

But Hepcat felt differently. 
 “This is one of those con-
fidence-building activities,” 
he said. “One of those things 
that makes you feel like you 
can do anything. It’s great for 
girls.”
 Smartmom hardly recog-
nized her ever-cautious hus-
band. Then again, hadn’t he 
regaled them with tales of a 
youth spent riding motorcy-
cles, hot-dog skiing, skate-
boarding and driving sports 
cars?
 He wanted his little girl 
to fly and there was no way 
around it. 
 Reluctantly, Smartmom 
said yes. But first she wanted 
to call Luvbud’s mom back 
home in Brooklyn. In a mo-
ment of crystal-clear great 
parenting, Smartmom thought 
it seemed right that she should 
call Luvbud’s mom for a si-
gnoff on her daughter flying 
500 feet in the air. Luvbud’s 
mom gave her OK. The girls 
cheered. 
 As the girls got on the boat, 
the captain said that Smart-
mom and Hepcat could ride 
along for free. 
 Smartmom was pleased. 
Of course she had no inten-
tion of letting her baby fly 
up in the air without her be-
ing on board — free or not 
free. 
 By the time OSFO and Lu-
vbud were strapped into the 
harnesses, Smartmom had a 
lot of confidence in the cap-
tain. A lovely guy licensed 
by the US Coast Guard, he’d 
flown more than 40,000 peo-
ple since 1989. 
 Smartmom stopped herself 

The Oh So Feisty One and her pal Luvbud get high at Block Island.
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from asking OSFO if she was 
feeling all right, if she really 
wanted to go up there, if she 
wanted to change her mind. 
She and Luvbud didn’t seem 
to have any reservations. They 
looked excited and ready to 
go as they watched the pre-
vious tandem couple being 
lowered down.
 Smartmom watched ner-
vously as the girls were slowly 
released into the air like a kite. 
Before she knew it, they were 
soaring high above Block Is-
land’s waters. 

The view was probably 
breathtaking for them. 
For Smartmom, it was 

anxiety inducing to see her 
daughter in the sky. She could 
barely see her face and kept 
asking Hepcat how they 
looked through the view-
finder of his camera. 
 “Do they look scared? Are 
they all right?” she asked.
 “They’re fine,” he said. 
“Can’t you see, she’s making 
the thumbs-up sign? They’re 
kicking their feet.” 
 It was true. The girls were 
flailing their arms and swing-
ing their legs like they were 
on the big girl swings in JJ 
Byrne Playground in the 
newly misnamed Washing-
ton Park. They looked like 
they didn’t have a care in the 
world. 
 Big deal. Smartmom was 
an emotional wreck the entire 
time they were up there — 
not that she let on! She made 
small talk with the captain 
and his young mate. She asked 
the previous couple how it 
felt to be up there.
 “It’s so quiet. It’s so peace-

ful,” the woman said. 
 On the boat, the captain 
played Steely Dan songs at 
high volume and Smartmom 
felt a blur of feelings that in-
cluded elation, pride in her 
brave girl, and even shame. 
What mother would send her 
daughter 500 feet in the air? 
What a crazy thing to do? 
 But then she got hit with 
something like the world’s 
biggest metaphor. Isn’t that 
rope up to the parasail the 
umbilical cord that Smart-
mom has never actually 
been able to cut? Shouldn’t 
a mother let her child soar 
(even if it is frightening and 
stomachache inducing?)? If 
her daughter felt ready to do 
something new (within rea-
son), shouldn’t her mom go 
along with it and be brave. 
Isn’t that what growing up 
is about?
 Yes, dammit, it’s all about 
letting go. 
 When the captain’s mate 
started pulling in the string, 
Smartmom felt her beating 
heart slow down. As the girls 
got closer she could see their 
smiling faces. They didn’t 
look scared; they looked ac-
complished and happy, espe-
cially when the captain let 
them dip their toes in the wa-
ter before getting back on the 
flight deck. They squealed 
with laughter. 
 And so did Smartmom, 
who was happy to have her 
daughter in her arms as the 
motorboat speeded back to 
shore.
 It felt like they both had 
accomplished something im-
portant.

Catch “Life in a Desert Island” in Prospect 
Park on Aug. 9 and 16.

MTA completes a major ren-
ovation of elevated tracks in 
Park Slope and Carroll Gar-
dens as early as 2012.
 The transit authority’s 
chronic financial woes have 
squelched many attempts at 
service improvements in the 
past, and the mayor’s lack of 
control over the state body 
is an obvious hurdle, but an 
MTA spokesman said that the 

and thought, ‘Our block is 
literally green compared to 
this,’” said Tolonda Tolbert, 
whose house mid-block is the 
epicenter of Lincoln Road’s 
floral effort.
 “But the contest has been 
great for us because it gets ev-
eryone involved,” she quickly 
added. “I feel wonderful. Peo-
ple have been fertilizing the 
ground with their sweat on 
this block for decades.”
 Botanic Garden President 
Scot Medbury said block-
wide participation was the 
trellis of Lincoln Road’s first-
ever win.
 “They have 80 percent 
of the block involved,” he 

moth pupae, but the less said, the 
better) with wasabi dipping sauce 
and, for dessert, chocolate chirp 
cookies.
 Reporters from The Brook-
lyn Paper sampled an abbreviated 
menu in Dennis’s home — abbre-
viated not because the reporters 
were repulsed but because Den-
nis ran out of bugs.
 The crickets have a similar tex-
ture to eating a shrimp still in the 
shell, though the flavors are not 
analogous. Crickets have a strong 
taste that fills the maw. The bam-
boo worms had a slight crunch 
and potato-like mouthfeel.

ate 17 moths at $1 a pop.” 
 He admitted to eating far dirt-
ier substances — some produced 
by his own body — on another 
dare in college.
 These days, he’s the one pay-
ing good money to gobble up 
pests. 
 The large, one-inch-long and 
allegedly pesticide-free crickets 
Dennis purchases from a dealer in 
Thailand cost 25 cents each. He 
buys other creepy crawlies from 
pet stores, much to the amuse-
ment of the shopkeepers.
 Yet even Dennis has limits. 
 He’s made a 180-degree turn 
from his intoxicated high school 
years, now refusing to eat live 
bugs.
 “That’s just gross — strictly 
‘Fear Factor’ stuff,” he sniffed.

 Bugs also present environmen-
tal advantages. Raising insects 
also does not require the inten-
sive fossil-fuel burning methods 
of cattle ranching.
 Of course, insects have been 
regularly ingested in Asia, Af-
rica and Latin America for ages, 
making Brooklynites, Americans 
and bourgeois society in general 
late to the insect craze — much 
in the way that our culture was 
the last to discover tea, yoga, ab-
stract art and preemptive war.
 “Eurocentric cultures are 
afraid,” Dennis said. 
 But the fortysomething artist 
never was. 
 “It goes way back to high 
school when I was drunk at a party 
and somebody challenged me to 
eat moths,” Dennis recounted. “I 

 These little buggers aren’t just 
hopping with flavor, they’re a 
healthy supplement. 
 Nutritional content posted on 
Dennis’s Web site — www.insect-
sarefood.com — says that pound-
for-pound, crickets are a much 
leaner source of protein than beef, 
which is four times fattier than the 
chirpers. Insects also meet kosher 
dietary standards (it has to do with 
the position of their legs relative 
to their bodies — you can look it 
up) — so l’chaim! 
 But before you go foraging for 
the other brown meat in Pros-
pect Park, there are warnings: 
people who are allergic to shell-
fish should avoid insects. And no 
one should net brightly colored 
species of insects — they may 
be poisonous. 

news coverage of Laika’s theft, the man knew that he 
had done wrong.
 Meanwhile, acting on a tip called into a local news 
station — which picked up the story after The Brook-
lyn Paper’s intense coverage — Barratt headed to East 
New York.
 Barratt picks up the story there, as reported on her 
Gone Laika Gone blog:
 “Twenty minutes later, we are standing on Atlantic 
Avenue and Eastern Parkway in the dark. I spoke to a 
girl with a small dog coming out of the deli.
 “‘We think the dog was taken by a man in a wheel-
chair,’ I said.
 “‘Oh yes!” she says. ‘They live right there!’ She pointed 
across the street to a run-down tenement under the bridge 
on Atlantic.”
 Barratt hurried over only to find an empty apartment.
 But one member of her search party suggested call-
ing out the dog’s name (which she shares, by the way, 
with the first Russian space dog).
 “I bend down. ‘Laika! Laika!’ From behind the door, 
I suddenly hear whimpering, banging, scratching and 
snuffling. Incredibly, it really was Laika.”
 Later in an interview, Barratt said that she and her 
husband waited for the tenants to come home. When 
the residents returned, the dog-owners thanked them 
for taking care of Laika and politely asked for the pet 
to be returned.
 The dog looked healthy, Barratt said, “but looked sad.”
 Still, having the dog back — even under these mys-
terious circumstances — amounted to a happy ending.
 But days earlier, such a conclusion looked unlikely. In 
the horror that followed the July 24 theft, cops worked 
the case, volunteers fanned out, and Assemblyman Joe 
Lentol (D–Greenpoint), who loves his dog so much that 
he has a framed picture of his pup McDonald next to 
another office photo of Lentol kissing the Pope’s ring, 
started drafting a bill to make dognapping, catnapping 
or other pet-napping its own classification of crime.
 In the end, the man who confessed to the crime blamed 
himself alone.
 “I am sincerely sorry for my mistake and take full 
responsibility,” he wrote on our Web site about the dog 
that he had already renamed “Blue Eyes.”

Continued from page 1

F-TRAIN…

Continued from page 1

GREEN…

Continued from page 1

BUGS
Continued from page 1

LAIKA…Last year’s “winner” — Eighth Street between Eighth Avenue and Prospect 
Park West — was anything but green.
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said. “And look at these tree 
pits.”
 He was pointing to several 
extra-large sidewalk gardens 
that neighbors created after 
realizing that there were no 
utility wires or pipes running 
below the sidewalk.
 “They got permission from 
the city, cut through the bu-
reaucracy and got them dug,” 
Medbury said. “That’s a lot 
of effort.”
 Given that I have been cov-
ering the “Greenest Block” 
contest since some Botanic 
Garden trees were mere 
shrubs, I brought up last year’s 
controversy. Medbury played 
defense.
 “We thought Eighth Street 

was a credible pick,” he tried, 
gamely.
 It was not, of course. In-
deed, it should be no surprise 
that Eighth Street between 
Eighth Avenue and the park 
didn’t even make the top five 
this year. Contest rules bar it 
from winning for two straight 
years, but to not even finish 
in the top five? Well, that said 
it all.
 I reminded Medbury that 
I was not the only one who 
thought last year’s decision to 
call Eighth Street the “green-
est block” was a decision that 
would tarnish the Brooklyn 
Botanic Garden worse than 
the High Court was damaged 
by Bush v. Gore. But he per-
sisted in his misreading of 
history.
 “Well, what we liked about 
was that it had a great mix 

nity Garden in Fort Greene, 
where I once videotaped my-
self defecating in a water-re-
cycling, solar-powered com-
posting toilet (the video, on 
BrooklynPaper.com, is worth 
watching).
 Hazel Deane of East Flat-
bush won for best window 
box — doesn’t she always? 
— and MacDonough Street 
between Stuyvesant and 
Lewis avenues in Bedford-
Stuyvesant, a block where I 
often find myself marveling 
at the street tree beds, sure 
enough won for best street 
tree beds.

of owners and renters par-
ticipating, and we really 
wanted to acknowledge it,” 
he added. “And it was the first 
time that a Park Slope block 
had won.”
 This year, of course, no 
controversy. Credibility is 
restored.
 Indeed, other category 
winners also showed that the 
Botanic Garden had put the 
past behind it. The greenest 
commercial block is Atlan-
tic Avenue between Bond 
and Nevins streets, while 
the best garden streetscape 
is the Hollenback Commu-

 Who says eating crick-
ets is uncivilized? Insect-eating advo-
cate Marc Dennis serves up restau-
rant-style meals (albeit with bugs).
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agency values Bloomberg’s 
advice, though he refused to 
address any of his specific 
proposals. 
 Instituting the changes 
is one thing, but the mayor 
clearly latched onto an al-
ready popular idea in Brown-
stone Brooklyn where up to 
89,430 riders board the fre-
quently thronged and off-
schedule train every day, 
up from 83,500 daily riders 

in 2004. (That tally is im-
perfect, because New York 
City Transit can’t separate rid-
ers who hop on the G-train 
at the stations the two lines 
share.)
 Straphangers said the 
mayor has the right idea. 
 “I am absolutely in favor,” 
said Sylvia Musella, at the 
Jay Street station on Mon-
day. “It is one of the most 
crowded trains especially in 
the morning.”
 State Sen. Daniel Squadron 
(D-Carroll Gardens) heard so 
many complaints from con-

stituents this spring that he 
requested a full review of the 
line by the MTA. That report 
is due this month.
 Other proponents of en-
hanced service think com-
muters could shave lots of 
time off their trips to work 
and also have some much-
needed breathing room. 
 “Closer to Downtown, 
you’re talking about a cou-
ple of minutes. As you get 
farther out towards Coney 
Island you’re talking about 
potentially saving 20 min-
utes — that’s huge. But it’s 

also about the possible alle-
viation of crowding every-
where,” said Gary Reilly, a 
Democratic candidate for 
City Council in Carroll Gar-
dens, who has advocated for 
years on behalf of the F line. 
“We need this and we deserve 
it. It’s a low–hanging piece 
of fruit.”
 But Bloomberg’s overall 
prescription for Brooklyn gets 
a mixed review from mass 
transit mavens. 
 The Regional Plan Asso-
ciation endorsed the F-train 
idea, as well as the creation 

of a high-occupancy vehicle 
lane on the Gowanus Express-
way. But the venerable plan-
ning group shied away from 
the streetcar proposition.
 “[It’s] probably unwork-
able and not cost effective,” 
the scorecard said. “We 
should not support this.”
 The East River ferry ser-
vice also got the thumbs 
down. 
 “Too optimistic, too soon,” 
the group noted. “Who will 
pay for it?”

— with Shannon Geis
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•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 

Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

Quality Dentistry
Gentle care in our ultra-modern office

RONALD I. TEICHMAN, DDS

357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street
slopedental.com  ·  768-1111

Park Slope.
FAMILY DENTISTRY

245 Fifth Avenue  (between Carroll & Garfield)

©

 Financing Available
 Insurance Plans Welcomed

Dr. Andrew Warshaw
Dr. Sari Rosenwein
Dr. Doug Pollack (Bd. Cert.)     
  Pediatric Dentistry

Hours by Appointment
Sat. & Eve. Available

789-5700

Free Consultation
24 Hour Phone 

Service

www.ParkSlopeFamilyDentistry.com

FINEST DENTAL CARE
Superior Services for Adults & Children
New! Periodontist (gum specialist) on premises.

10 Plaza St. East, Suite 1F
(bet. Flatbush & Vanderbilt Aves)

(718) 622-8020Evening 
appointments 

available.

Now in Park Slope!

Most 
Insurance 
accepted

DENTISTS

HEALTH, MIND & BODY

Maimonides Medical Center

 US News & World Report has ranked Maimonides 
Medical Center among the nation’s Top 50 Hospitals for 
Respiratory Disorders, according to its 2009–10 publi-
cation of “America’s Best Hospitals.” Only 174 medical 
centers nationwide made the prestigious rankings in one 
or more categories. 
 “When the stakes are high, you want the best care you 
can get for someone close to you,” said Avery Comarow, 
Health Rankings Editor at US News & World Report. 
“These are hospitals that are used to getting the sickest 
patients.”
  “We are pleased to receive this recognition from US 
News & World Report,” said Maimonides President & 
CEO Pamela S. Brier. “This reflects on the dedication 
and expertise of our doctors and nurses, and is wonder-
ful news for the patients and families we serve.” 
 The Respiratory Disorders category includes the di-
agnosis and treatment of many common conditions and 
illnesses like asthma and pneumonia, as well as com-
plex health conditions like Chronic Obstructive Pulmo-
nary Disease (COPD). Patients with these diagnoses may 
require medical treatments and surgical interventions. 
Some require respiratory therapy and/or ventilators, and 
many need to spend time in the Intensive Care Unit where 
physician intensivists coordinate their care. 
 The methodology for the US News & World Report 
rankings includes scoring in multiple categories, such 
as: Mortality Index, Nurse Staffing, Key Technologies, 
Patient Services, Volume, Patient Safety and Reputation. 
The Reputation score for Respiratory Disorders is based 
on a nationwide physician survey of Pulmonologists; all 
other scores are based on review of hard data.
 The mortality rate at Maimonides is among the low-
est in the nation for Respiratory Disorders, and its nurse 
staffing ratio is comparable to that of other institutions 
featured in “America’s Best Hospitals.” 
 According to US News & World Report, the highest 
level of diagnosis and treatment for Respiratory Disor-
ders requires certain Key Technologies: diagnostic radio-
isotope services, image-guided radiation therapy, multi-
slice spiral CT, PET/CT scanner, stereotactic radiosurgery 
and transplants. Maimonides Medical Center provides 
all of these services except transplants.

U.S. News: 
Maimonides 
is the ‘Best’

NATIONAL 
CLASSIFIEDS 
CLASSIFIED AVENUE

Reader Advisory: the National Trade Associations we belong to have 
purchased the following classifieds. Some advertisers do not offer 
“employment” but rather supply the readers with manuals, directories and 
other materials designed to help their clients establish mail order selling 
and other businesses at home. Under NO circumstance should you send 
any money in advance or give out your checking, license ID, or credit card
numbers. Also beware of ads that claim to guarantee loans regardless of 
credit and note that if a credit repair company does business over the phone 
it’s illegal to request any before delivering its service. All funds are based in 
US dollars. 800 numbers may or may not reach Canada.

NATIONAL 
CLASSIFIEDS 

CADNET ADS
Reader Advisory: the National Trade Associations we belong to have 
purchased the following classifieds. Some advertisers do not offer 
“employment” but rather supply the readers with manuals, directories and 
other materials designed to help their clients establish mail order selling 
and other businesses at home. Under NO circumstance should you send 
any money in advance or give out your checking, license ID, or credit card
numbers. Also beware of ads that claim to guarantee loans regardless of 
credit and note that if a credit repair company does business over the phone 
it’s illegal to request any before delivering its service. All funds are based in 
US dollars. 800 numbers may or may not reach Canada.
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Launching August 7!

New York’s best 
election coverage

of the

STORMEYE The world’s best Cyclones coverage

By Zeke Faux

he Cyclones are in first place. They’ve got the 
best rotation in the league and a slugger who 
saves all his homers for home games. Even the 

Beach Bums are hotter than ever. So why are Brook-
lynites staying away from Keyspan Park?
 The Clones are drawing the smallest crowds in 
their nine-year history, with average attendance down 
five percent compared to this time last season and 
12 percent compared to 2007. The club has beaten 
its previous low seven times already this season, set-
ting a new record with 4,087 at a night game on July 
14 against Williamsport.
 And that’s paid attendance — not all season ticket 
holders show up every night. On some weekdays, the 
stands have been as deserted as Joe Sitt’s Fiasco By 
The Sea next door. And the lights have been off in 
many of the luxury boxes more often than before.
 Still, Cyclones GM Steve Cohen said the club’s 
revenues “are right where we want them to be” and 
that the club has actually broken its record for box 
office take three times this season. Cohen wouldn’t 
give suite sales numbers, saying only “the hardest 
part of sales in this economy is the high end.”
 The Cyclones’ honcho admitted that last month 
was tough, with two rainouts, two games interrupted 
by showers, and one game truncated due to fog.
 “We had 19 home games in July combined with 
some bad weather, which made it hard to pack them 
in for every game like we’d like to,” he said.
 But across the Verrazano, where the weather was 
similarly miserable and 15 dates were scheduled for 
July, the second-place Staten Island Yankees are on 
pace to shatter their all-time record, with average at-
tendance up 20 percent from last season.
 So what’s the problem? Are Mark Cohoon’s fast-
ball and slugger John Servidio’s six Keyspan homers 
not enough to bring people to the ballpark? I asked 
fans at Monday’s game — which drew just 6,935 de-
spite the “Straw-bobble” doll giveaway and jousts by 
the knights of the Medieval Times restaurant. What 
I heard was a lot of different theories.
 “Listen, pockets are tight and the food’s worse. 
These chicken fingers are old and cold,” said Rob 
Demner, a security guard from Bay Ridge.
 One fan even blamed the Beach Bums’ new 
moves.
 “They’re not running it for the fans. Do you think the 
children want to see sexy dancers?” asked Rita Cohen, 
an advertising agency assistant from Bay Ridge.
 Even with the drop, the Clones are still the top 
draw in the New York–Penn League (the Oneonta 
Tigers average just 793 fans per night) — thanks to 
fans like Eddie Gonzalez of Bensonhurst.
 “Maybe people can’t make every game, but we still 
pinch our pennies to come here together,” said Gon-
zalez, who brought his father and son to the game. 
“All three generations. That’s what we do.”
 Zeke Faux is a sports columnist for The Brooklyn 
Paper. His last name is pronounced “Fox.”

The Faux Hole
 When the Cyclones beat Batavia, 15–11, on Tues-
day, they matched their run total from their previous 
seven games combined. … Outfielder Luis Rivera is 
heating back up at the plate, batting .428 with a homer 
over his last nine games. … Jake Eigsti, 25, rejoined 
the Clones for his fourth tour of duty on July 31. At 
his age, don’t expect him to replace Luis Castillo in 
the Mets infield. … Alumni report: 2008 ace Brad 
Holt struck out 54 batters in 43 1/3 innings for St. Lu-
cie, but struggled after getting called up to Double-A 
Binghamton, where he’s 2–5 with a 5.36 ERA. First 
baseman Ike Davis, a 2008 first-round pick, has found 
his stroke — after hitting .288 with seven homers for 
St. Lucie, he got called up to Binghamton, where he’s 
hitting .295 with eight homers. Outfielder Kirk Nieu-
wenhuis is hitting .253 with 10 homers for St. Lucie. 
Shortstop and 2008 first-round pick Reese Havens 
also has 10 homers for St. Lucie, but he’s hitting just 
.238 and has battled injuries.

Why aren’t the Cyclones 
drawing the crowds?

Cyclone ticket sales are way down this season, 
even though the first-place team is better 
than it has been in years.
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By Zeke Faux
for The Brooklyn Paper

 Even the Princess swooned 
for the Straw.
 Met legend Darryl Straw-
berry came to Keyspan Park 
on Monday for a “Straw-bob-
ble” giveaway and Medieval 
Times night, and everyone 
from the king on down went 
wild.
 The 6-foot-6 slugger with 
the sweet swing (but the self-
destructive off-field tenden-
cies) took the mound with a 
royal trumpet fanfare and 
tossed a ceremonial first 
strike to reliever Mike Lynn. 
Then Strawberry, who led the 
Amazin’s to a World Series 
championship in 1986, signed 
baseballs and Mets jerseys for 
the fans mobbing the Clones’ 
dugout.
 “It’s always fun to get 
over here. I love the Brook-
lyn fans,” said Strawberry in 
an exclusive, wide-ranging in-
terview with The Brooklyn 
Paper.
 The Straw even signed for 
the rightful rulers of Lynd-
hurst, N.J., who had ventured 
forth from the family castle 
to promote their jousting-’n’-
wenches theme restaurant.
 “He is truly kingly,” said 
Princess Leonor, clutching 
her anachronistic souvenir. 

Fans and Clones go nuts for Darryl

Fans at Keypan on Mon-
day night could pick 
up a Darryl Strawberry 
bobble head or greet the 
man in the flesh.
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“I was in awe.”
 The Cyclones couldn’t be-
lieve it either.
 As Strawberry emerged 
from the clubhouse, Nick Gi-
arraputo whispered, “That’s 
Darryl Strawberry” to man-
ager Pedro Lopez.
 “Yeah, I know him,” said 

Lopez, playing it cool.
 Giarraputo scoffed.
 But the manager does 
know Strawberry — the two 
played against each other dur-
ing the star’s brief stint in the 
Puerto Rican winter league 
in 1995.
 Not that Lopez, then 

a catcher, remembers it 
fondly.
 “I called a changeup and he 
hit a homer that hasn’t landed 
yet,” said Lopez.
 So on Monday, when the 
Straw spotted the skipper, Lo-
pez told him, “We could use 
a bat,” but Strawberry said 
he wasn’t available.
 Brooklyn could have used 
the slugger once known as 
“the black Ted Williams” as 
Hudson Valley ran away with 
a 7–0 win.
 But the 2,500 fans who 
scored bobbleheads didn’t 
care — though the dolls 
looked suspiciously simi-
lar to the earlier President 
Obama doll.

Yankees 12
Cyclones 3 (Game 1)
Thurs., July 30, at Keyspan

 This game was over just 
after it started, with the Yan-
kees scoring nine runs in the 

first two frames — all of them 
coming against starter Darin 
Gorski.
 The pitcher gave up his 
share of hits — eight, includ-
ing two homers — but he was 
victimized by two errors.

Yankees 0
Cyclones 3 (Game 2)
 The nightcap was all Cy-
clones, thanks to the stellar 
starting pitching of winner Wes 
Wrenn (1–0, 2.92 ERA).

 Wrenn went 5-2/3 innings, 
scattering five hits and strik-
ing out five. 
 Relievers Brandon Sage 
and Michael Powers gave up 
no hits over the last 1-1/3 in-
nings.

GAME OF THE WEEK

Renegades 7, Cyclones 0
Monday, Aug. 3, at Keyspan Park
 Starter Mark Cohoon (6–2, 2.64) was effective enough, 
yielding four runs on just three hits in his six-plus innings.
 He gave up a run in the first after an error by returning 
Cyclone Jake Eigsti. He settled down until the sixth, when 
he gave up another  run on a solo shot.
 But he didn’t even get an out in the seventh, yielding two 
walks in a row. Reliever Erik Turgeon then gave up two sin-
gles and both inherited runs scored.
 The leaky pen gave up two more in the ninth.
 The Cyclones managed just five hits on the night, but 
had an amazing number of chances.
 The team got runners on first and second with no outs 
in the first, but Justin Garber foolishly tried to steal third 
and was thrown out.
 And in the third, Garber and Eigsti led off with singles, 
but Eigsti was thrown out trying to reach second on a passed 
ball.

Raspberries 
for Strawberry

The Renegades plate a run in Monday’s blowout.
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We are seeking motivated, highly 
effective advertising sales 

representatives for our group 
of 40+ weekly and 

monthly newspapers, 
annual magazines and 
specialty publications.

The position involves selling 
advertising, working closely with 

clients to achieve and exceed 
customers expectations, 

maintaining and developing a 
client base and seeking new 

business opportunities.

Excellent written & verbal communication skills

Car and valid driver’s license needed for some territories
Position pays salary plus commission, 401K, medical & expenses

Certified Home Health Aides Wanted
WORK IS AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY!!!!!

FUTURE CARE HEALTH SERVICES
1794 Coney Island Avenue (between Avenue N & O), Brooklyn, NY 11230 

718-787-0170 

IMMEDIATE HIRE IN ALL 5 BOROUGHS 
Bilingual, English, Russian, Spanish 
and Greek HHA’s wanted now.
TRAINING IS AVAILABLE 
Overtime pay $10.72/hr

Call Today to Get Started!!

OPEN HOUSE
EVERY THURSDAY 

AT 9:00AM 
AT OUR OFFICE 
REFRESHMENTS 

GIVEN 

DRIVERS NEEDED

Please call
718-763-8888

My car went 
to Heaven!

Society of 
St. Vincent de Paul

Help Kids in Need

to the 

COMPUTER REPAIR

917-769-7440

BBBBBBBBB   SSSSBBS

BROOKLYN 
BOOKKEEPING SERVICES 
SERVICES:

SOFTWARE:

Save Your Home or Business
Low, Low Fees

The Law Offices of Glenn S. Kessler
BANKRUPTCY ONLY BANKRUPTCY

32 Court St., Suite 704, Bklyn, NY
853 7th Ave. Suite 8D, New York, NY

In L.I., (516) 216-7409

www.debtfreenyc.com

www.EliteBodiesbyJJones.com

COLDWELLBANKERMOVES.COM

To Advertise Call
718-260-2588

Visit us on the web at
www.brooklynpaper.com To Advertise Call

718-260-2588

NATIVE AMERICAN 
ARTS & CRAFTS

To Advertise

In Our

Classi�eds

Call 

718-260-2588

To Advertise
Call

718-260-2588

To Advertise
Call 

718-260-2588

To Advertise

In Our

Classi�eds

Call 

718-260-2588

Brooklyn
Heights

Synagogue
131 Remsen St. · 718-522-2070

office@bhsbrooklyn.org
Affiliated with the Union of Reform Judaism

A warm, welcoming, and Jewishly 
diverse community, dedicated to 
life-long learning and to caring for 

the world and each other.
Please join us!

Shabbat evening service
every Friday at 6:30 pm

Torah study
every Saturday at 9:30 am

8th Avenue at 14th St.

Adult Ed Hebrew School
Rabbi Carie Carter

Park Slope's Egalitarian,
Conservation Synagogue

Magician & Comical Nerd

Visit us on the web at
www.brooklynpaper.com
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One Day Bath Solutions!
Save up to 90% replacement cost

Expert Reglazing for:
Bathtubs & Sinks
Wall & Floor Tile
Refinished Like New
Finished in any color

Now selling tub and 
sink fixtures, shower 

doors and a wide 
variety of bath vanities 
and medicine cabinets

Premier Baths Inc.
718-238-8460
1-866-399-TUBS (8827)
www.premierbathsinc.com

10 Year 
Warranty

LIC. 1289423

E22

CARPET CLEANING
10% Off Cleaning!

BETTER CARPET WAREHOUSE
443 Atlantic Ave - Boerum Hill Open 7 Days
718-855-2794 bettercarpetwarehouse.com

AREA RUGS HAND-WASHED

Residential & commercial. Profesional wall-to-wall 
carpet & rug handwashing, steam cleaning, & 
repair services. Pickup and delivery available.

Office 718-258-2796
Cell 646-234-4477
Where Your Dreams Become Reality!!

Big or Small, We Do It All!!

All work to be performed by highly skilled tradesman!!

ALL WORK 
GUARANTEED!

RECESSION PRICES!!

NEW HEIGHTS
CONSTRUCTION LLC

800-525-5102
718-767-0044

NYC License
#1191201

FREE ESTIMATES

SUMMER SPECIALS ON WINDOWS

SENIORS
25% Discount

Broken or Missing
Balusters/Spindles

Weak or Broken Steps
(Treads, Stringers or Risers)

Call: 718-893-4006

FLOOR
SANDING

ALSO
AVAILABLE

Cee Dee
PROFESSIONAL
CONTRACTORS

L32-39

(718) 686-1100 A33-10

GENERAL RENOVATIONS
Interior & Exterior 

Carpentry · New Additions · Kitchens 
Bathrooms · Painting · Plastering · Pointing

· Stucco · Roofing · Waterproofing
· Brick & Concrete Work

FREE ESTIMATES InsuredLicense #
904813 www.eaglecontractor.com

EAGLE     CONTRACTORS

A33-06

CUSTOM DECKS FROM START TO FINISH
www.1800983deck.com · 1-800-983-DECK · 718-227-2629

Bonded & InsuredLicensed

L31-52

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR WORK:
Renovation & Remodeling

Roofing  Basements  Brick Cleaning 
Pointing  Stucco  Waterproofing 

Stoops  Sidewalks  Gutters Kitchens
Bathrooms  Brownstone Repair
Carpentry  Plastering Tiling

Cement Work Fencing Siding
Deck Sheetrock Brick Work

Wallpaper  Painting (Int. & Ext.)

Fully Licensed & Insured HIC Lic #1261120
Free Estimate HIS Lic #1261117

RAHAT CONTRACTING CO.

Kazi Ismail        718-972-1666
718-753-7371 kazi2163@aol.com

DECKS
 by Bart

Free Estimates
Call Bart:

20+ years experience

We build year round
Plan Ahead

(718) 284-8053
800-YES-4-DECK

Design Assist./Archit. Enginr.
DecksByBartNYC.com

L32-26

L 32-35

Carpentry Plus

Dependable with references

Kevin (718) 331-9251

Enhance The Beauty of Your 
Home with Fresh Clean Carpets

Quick Drying Method. We Offer

Call for FREE Est. 718-832-0900

USA CARPET 
& UPHOLSTERY

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

ENLIGHTENED
Cleaning Service, Inc.
Move Out/Move in Clean-up
Office · Residential · General

“Let us maintain your hallways”
Bed & Breakfast Cleaning Services

718 573–4165
Bonded and Insured A20

Denton Cleaning
What’s Your Time Worth?
Leave the cleaning to US!
Residential & Commercial

Fully Insured & Bonded

917 796-9830
718 333-1181

A Step Above the Rest!
Zack’s Home Improvement
General Contracting

917-529-6349
zackshomimpvmnt@aol.com
www.zackshomeimprovement.com

Lic. & Insured
NY Home Imp. Lic. #1261299

“We assist customers in 
financing their renovations”

Kitchen & Bathroom
RENOVATIONS

Tel. 917-353-7135
Lic. #1235380 & Insured

nboconstruction@gmail.com

Plumbing, Electrical and Tile Work. 
Windows and Doors replacement. 
All types of finished carpentry.

A41

Residential Remodeling
Specialists

Complete Home Interior
and kitchen remodeling

License# 1207599
View previous projects @

www.knockoutrenovation.com

718-745-0722

L35

CHRIS MULLINS
CJM CONTRACTING, INC.

FREE ESTIMATES

718-276-8558 L32-46

Gaudioso 
Contracting Inc

licensed & insured

FREE
interior design
consultation
Must be presented
at time of estimate

718-923-2893
agaudioso@nyc.rr.com 

for a free estimate
L32-50

ALECTRA INC.
Have an electrical problem?
No job too big, no job too small!

Call me. Anthony Illiano
Licensed electrician

718-522-3893

L32-48

JOHN E. LONERGAN

Licensed Electrician

(718) 875-6100

(212) 475-6100

L32-02

K&M ELECTRIC
SERVICES

Specialize in 

Licensed

Call Keith  (646) 423-7674

FROM COOL FUNKY RETRO

TO COUNTRY STUFF

AND FINE ANTIQUES

ONE ITEM TO ENTIRE ESTATES

ESTATE
 PURCHASES

Since 1969 Father & Son
Owned and Operated

COMPLETE PEST CONTROL
Difficult Termite Problems

– Our Specialty

TRAPPING

LICENSED & INSURED

RESIDENTIAL &
COMMERCIAL

ANT TERMITE

Save a Sample

AFEDERAL EXTERMINATING, LTD.

FREE ESTIMATES

259-8799
A36

A20

 Kells  
Wood Floors

Hardwood Floors Installed & Repaired

Call Phillip (347) 531-6156
kellswoodfloors@yahoo.com

  It’s Spring!
  Wake up your garden
Garden Service

Annuals, perrennials, installations,
maintenance, general clean-up,

Brownstone, Terraces, Yards, Co-ops
Your Complete Gardener - Marilyn Manning

718-753-9741
A32-21

A33

for your home & garden
design, installation 

& maintenance
for yards, terraces, roofs

 & containers

Visit our Shop
479 Atlantic Ave
(718) 554-0207

www.gardendig.com

...growing with ideas

indoor and outdoor

C15

The Artist Garden
Garden Design and 
Installation specializing
in bluestone
James Stephenson
www.theartistgarden.com
1-646-644-7156
zanzibarblue@
hotmail.com

A35

KBM Handyman Services

FREE ESTIMATE
(718) 763-0379

licensed and insured

A34

CALL NED

FREE ESTIMATES

718-871-1504

Specializing in
plumbing repairs &
installations only.

Over 25 yrs. exp.
Retired Law Enforcement 

Officer.
Call Willie 917-681-4954

HANDYMAN

L32-43

Baby, it's cold

INSIDE!
IF YOUR HOUSE:

please call us today for a
Home Energy Assessment.

Foam Insulation Specialists

ARIK J. MOVING & STORAGE
SPECIAL LOCAL RATES

2 Men w/Truck $59/Hr.
3 Men w/Truck $69/Hr.
4 Men w/Truck $85/Hr.

Licensed & Insured 
www.Arikmoving.com

Toll Free 877-668-3186
212-321-MOVE

US DOT #130966
The Company has the right to change prices any  time.

L31-47

E & J MOVING
Lowest Rates from NY
To Florida & in between

www.ejmovers.com
USDOT T37637

877-445-4111

A20

A-1 JAYS WAY MOVING
Family owned and operated for 
3 generations. For the lowest 
rates and best quality moving 
give us a call. 

Experienced & Reliable.
2149 E. 72nd. St.   DOT#32149

718-763-1435

A33-07

Call for 
early spring 
discounts!

A33-10

Commercial

NYC Master Plumber Lic. # 886

www.plumbingandplumbing.com
1973 63rd Street, Brooklyn, NY 11204

All Plumbing & Heating Supply’s 
To Meet All Your Needs
Great Prices & Free Delivery 
Hablo Español
Ask For Carlos

GAFFNEY
PLUMBING & HEATING SUPPLY
718-855-0455  Fax 718-855-9131
1045 ATLANTIC AVE. BKLYN, NY 11238

Best Prices Around!  Free Estimates • Lic. #1275894

We Specialize in Waterproofing. All Types of Roofing
Cement Work • Brick • Pressure Cleaning

Fully Insured • Residential/Commercial
No Job Too Big...No Job Too Small

Call 
www.MHworldconstruction.com

15% OFF 
with this ad

We Stop 
Leaks!

SUMMER SALE: Free Pressure Clean 
with Complete Roof

FIVE STAR CARTING INC

718 349-7555

RESIDENTIAL &
COMMERCIAL

Serving All
of NYC

Mention Brooklyn Papers For Special Service Rates In Your Area

FAST
SERVICE

FREE
ESTIMATE

A39

HAIDER
Painting & Decorating

Interior & Exterior
For Low Prices & Quality Work

Call Anytime!
Sheetrock
Plastering
Taping
Tile Work
Paperhanging
Design
Carpentry

Free Estimates

718-437-2368
917-539-8168

Master Plasterer/Painter
Old Walls Saved

Repair, Install, Moldings,
Skim Coats

Excellent References

(718) 834-0470
L32/13

L32-43

the color of certainty.
Free Color

Consultation
Must be presented at time

of estimate

CertaPro Painters
agaudioso@certapro.com
718-923-2892
for a
free estimate

Got a leak?
Call Anthony!

Precise Plumbing  
& Heating

Professional service
Fully insured & Licensed
Boilers  Water Heaters 
Sewer & Drain Cleaning 

Toilets  Sinks  Tubs  Showers
For ALL your plumbing & heating needs

718-909–9640
24-hr Emergency Service

NEIGHBORHOOD
Sewer & Drain Cleaning

Plumbing

745-7727 or 848-5654

L32-08

MIKE’S 
ROOFING

Free Estimates
Gutters and Leaders

718-426-2167

A32

H&J Lic #1220418

ROOFING CO.
Flat roof ✦ Rubber roof

Sky lights ✦ Shingles
Leaders ✦ Gutters

All jobs owner supervised!
Over 15 years experience!

Residential
Industrial ✧ Commercial

(718) 844-8448

L32-10

Commercial · Residential · Industrial
BENSON ROOFING

Home Improvement · Specializing in Roofs
Rubberized Roof · SBS Cold Process · Shingle Roofs  
New Roofs · Gutters · Leaders · Skylights Roofing · 

Repair · Waterproofing · Free Estimates
All Work Guaranteed · Fully Insured · Lic 115908
1747 E. 3rd St., Brooklyn, NY 11223
Tel 718-382-4449/Cell 917-535-3506

RUBBISH REMOVAL
By Ron

All Types of Clean-outs. 
Apts., Offices.

Interior Demolition

Call 347.268.7792
for Best Rates!

L32-34

EVERGREEN TREE
& SHRUB INC.

Tree removal
Pruning

Trimming
Stump Removal
Yard Clean Up

24 Hour Emergency Service
Rubbish Removal
Free Estimates

All 5 Boros

Call Carlos: 718-775-2243
www.evergreentreeshrubinc.com

L32-35

30 yrs experience  Serving the 5 Boros
~ Free Estimates ~

(718) 263-8383

ARCHITECTS
AWARD WINNING / LICENSED

ARCHITECT &
INTERIOR DESIGNER
· From Conception to Completion
  Residential, Commercial, Manufacturing   
  Alterations & New Buildings
· Realistic Estimates & Time Schedules
· Construction Management - 
  General Contracting
· Expediting Approvals & Permits  
  Dept. of Buildings & Landmarks
· Zoning Analysis & Property Potential 

Martin della Paolera
ARCHITECT

65 Saint Felix St. B'klyn NY 11217
TEL (718) 596-2379

martin@mdparchitects.com
L32-20

CARPENTRY

CARPET CLEANING

CLEANING
SERVICES

CONSTRUCTION

CONTRACTORS

BATHTUB REGLAZING

CARPETS

CONSTRUCTION

CONTRACTORS

DECKS

DECKS

ELECTRICIANS

ESTATE
PURCHASES

EXTERMINATOR

FLOORS

GARDENING

HANDYMAN

MOVERS-LICENSED

PAINTING

RUBBISH REMOVAL
Lawson’s Rubbish
Removal Service

Attics
Open Lots  Basements
Stores 

Int./Ext. Demolition

718-510-5442

INSULATION

PAINTING

PLUMBING

ROOFING

RUBBISH REMOVAL

PLUMBING

ROOFING

RUBBISH REMOVAL

TREE SERVICES

UPHOLSTERY

WINDOWS

L32-35

QUALITY
REPLACEMENT
WINDOWS & REPAIRS

Repair ALL TYPES of
windows, insulated glass,

balances, locks and screens.

Fully licensed & Insured
Reasonable Rates

Call 718-227-8787

SAVE
ENERGY

CUSTOM WINDOW
INSTALLATION

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PLUMBING SUPPLIES

HANDYMAN

Do You Have Peace of Mind?
Custom camera solutions 
for your Home or Business

Know What You’ve Been Missing
Call Us @

718.781.7716
PeaceOfMindContracting.com

Protect what’s

important

 SECURITY SERVICE

To Advertise
Call 

718-260-2588

* Voted SNA’s Newspaper 

Of the Year 2008

* Voted SNA’s Best Community

Website (First Place) 2009

Visit Us On The Web At

www.brooklynpaper.com

Looking for New 

Customers?

Do You Need 

More Business?

We Can

Help!

Call 

718-260-2588

To Advertise
In Our

Classifieds
Call 

718-260-2588


