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By Ivan Pereira
The Brooklyn Paper

 The Cyclones’ newest manager may 
have had one of the shortest stints as a 
major league skipper, but team brass 
said that former Mets infielder Wally 
Backman has the right stuff to take the 
team all the way next season.
 Backman was named the eighth 
skipper for the Cyclones last week, 
joining a long line of former Amaz-
ins who have led the team. Backman, 
50, will succeed Pedro Lopez, who led 
the team to a 45–30 regular-season re-

cord, but  lost in the first round of the 
playoffs .
 In his first public pronouncement, 
Backman suggested he’d do better.
 “Brooklyn is a major minor-league 
team, and I know the borough’s fans 
are — like me — intensely passionate 
about baseball and about winning,” he 
said.
 Met fans certainly remember that 
about the second baseman during the 
team’s brief glory day in the mid-1980s. 
He joined the franchise in 1980, and 

Wally to manage Cyclones

By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

 The woman who kept Co-
ney Island’s Astroland alive 
during the neighborhood’s 
long decline only to see it 
close down one season too 
soon says she wants back 
into the action.
 Carol Albert, who sold her 
plot to landowner Joe Sitt, 
who didn’t renew her lease 
last year, says she will make 
a pitch to reopen the space-
themed amusement park now 
that the city has bought her 
land back from Sitt.
 “Of course I’ll make a pro-
posal,” Albert told The Brook-
lyn Paper days after the city 
issued a call for bids to run 

an amusement park on an in-
terim basis until the city can 
bring in a permanent theme 
park operator and, if it all 
goes to plan, transform Co-
ney Island into a 24-7-365 re-
sort, entertainment, retail, 
and games destination.
 Albert said she still has 
all the rides — except for the 
water flume —  from the day 
Astroland closed for good 
last year  after Sitt declined 
to offer her a third one-year 
lease extension. Such exten-
sions were necessary because 
Albert sold her land to Sitt 
in 2006 for $30 million.
 “I’d like to put a new 
amusement park there, with 

State probe outs Slope pay fraud

Coney carney’s Astrolanding 

Restaurants paid as 
little as $2.75 per hour

Cops carry an unidentified man’s body up the stairs from the Seventh Avenue 
subway station last Thursday, after he jumped in front of a Queens-bound G train. 
The suicide suspended service of the F and G trains for two hours, and sent the 
motorman to the hospital for trauma. 
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By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

 First, Park Slope residents had 
to feel bad about eating non-or-
ganic food and having a high 
carbon footprint. Now, they even 
have to confront their liberal 
guilt when ordering in.
 Last week, the state Labor 
Department claimed that  25 
Slope restaurants  underpaid 
their mostly immigrant work-
ers as little as $2.75 per hour — 
a charge that has left Park Slope 
reeling, as customers struggle 
to reconcile their political sym-
pathies with their appetites.
 Much-loved stalwarts such as 
Aunt Suzie’s, Taqueria, Bogota, 
Sette, Coco Roco, Olive Vine, 
Uncle Moe’s and Bagel World 
were caught in the dragnet, 
which included fines and nego-
tiated settlements that stemmed 
from more than $910,000 in al-
legedly underpaid wages.

 “Wage theft happens not only 
in dimly lit factories or grim de-
pressed neighborhoods,” state 
Labor Commissioner Patricia 
Smith said in a statement. “Even 
our very nicest neighborhoods 
sometimes have sweatshops on 
their main streets.”
 The investigation — which 
comes in the wake of a sweep 
 earlier in the year in Bushwick  
— came only as a result of ca-
sual conversations that Labor 
Department workers, who hap-
pen to live in Park Slope, had 
with their food deliverymen.
 Eventually, 16 investigators 
descended on the neighborhood, 

More than two dozen Park Slope restaurants were slapped by 
the state Labor Department last week for allegedly underpay-
ing their workers and deliverymen. And where’s the helmet?
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See PARK  on page 6

By Lawrence Gardner
for The Brooklyn Paper

 Some authors have trouble fin-
ishing their novels. Jonathan Le-
them is having trouble finishing 
reading his novel.
 The famed Bard of Boerum Hill 
has falling far behind in his quest 
to read the entirety of his Manhat-

tan-bashing new novel, “Chronic 
City,” during eight appearances be-
tween Oct. 16 and Dec. 4 at Book-
Court in Cobble Hill.
 At last Tuesday’s seventh round in 
the “Lethem vs. ‘Chronic City’” Mar-
athon at Spoonbill and Sugartown 
in Williamsburg, the author made 
it barely past the midway point of 

his 480-page doorstopper of a novel 
— a story about a former child star 
living off residuals and his friend, a 
cultural critic right out of Saul Bel-
low or Philip Roth’s universe.
 That leaves far to go with just 
one appearance left.
 “I’m a little surprised because 
he’s such a pro,” said David Shenk, 

the author of six books, including 
the forthcoming, “The Genius in 
All of Us” (Doubleday).
 “He may have been timing him-
self at home, but there is a big dif-
ference when you get in front of 
an audience. You feed off the en-
ergy,” Shenk added. “A reading is 
a live organism and you just can’t 

Jonathan Lethem’s eighth crazy night

SEE PAGE 6

By Ivan Pereira
The Brooklyn Paper

 Cops busted a Williamsburg super and two 
others last Wednesday for running a massive drug 
warehouse and hiding their stash in a sauna.
 Narcotics investigators seized more than 
$800,000 and 18 kilos of cocaine from the sec-
ond-floor apartment above the d.b.a. bar on N. 
Seventh Street between Wythe and Berry streets, 
according to the office of the city’s special nar-
cotics prosecutor.
 Three suspects — Ronald Lugo, 44, Chris-
tina Ladeveze, 48, and Johanny Olmedo, 51 
— were arraigned on drug possession charges 
on Thursday night. Authorities believe that the 
trio stored the dope in the their apartment for 
distribution all over the city.
 The men were held, but Ladeveze was re-
leased on $10,000 bail on Friday — and her 
lawyer says she was merely in the wrong place 
at the wrong time.
 “She had absolutely nothing to do with those 

charges,” said the attorney, Bettina Schein.
 Authorities claim otherwise since the state 
police had the trio under surveillance for months 
before last week’s raid.
 Maybe it was their uncouth living style that 
tipped off investigators.
 David Weinstein, 55, a musician who has lived 
on the block for a decade, said the suspects were 
not that social, but left a lot of trash out on the 
street every week.
 The litter never included any contraband, just 
cardboard packaging for things like baby cribs, 
televisions and do-it-yourself furniture, accord-
ing to the neighbor.
 “I was like, man, these people generate a lot 
of garbage,” he said.
 The suspects also gave Weinstein a weird 
vibe when they moved in sometime last year. 
He said that they didn’t fit the usual block de-
mographic of young, affluent artists who used 
to dwell in the building.

Cops bust Williamsburg slackers with 18 kilos in sweatbox

Carol Albert hopes to touch down with old park

DRY IDEA: Police say the drugs were stashed in 
this sauna unit.

Carol Albert will bid to re-
open Astroland in Coney.
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See ASTRO  on page 13

See COKE  on page 6

See BACKMAN  on page 13
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Bard of Boerum bogged down by big book
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predict how it’s going to go. On 
some nights, it probably felt bet-
ter to slow it down and let ev-
erything play out.”
 Of course, Lethem, best 
known for beloved bildung-
sroman “The Fortress of Sol-
itude,” remains committed to 

See LETHEM  on page 13

Proposed 12.5-acre city park
Acquired from Joe Sitt (6.9 acres)
Sitt still owns
Wonder Wheel Park (now city owned)
Other privately owned land
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SAVE ON OVERSEAS 
CALLING OVER THE HOLIDAYS

Comwave Will Beat the 
Rate you Currently Pay...  GUARANTEED!

(Even if the rate you pay is lowerthan the rate listed on this ad!)

CUBA

79¢/min

GREECE

  3.9
¢/min

PAKISTAN

5.9
¢/min

PHILIPPINES

11.9
¢/min

2.9
¢/min

LOW RATE 
TO INDIA

Make Long Distance calls to Anywhere in the
 World from your Cell Phone at 

Comwave’s GUARANTEED Lowest Rates

$10 Free Long Distance for every friend you refer
No Contracts     

No need to cancel your service provider.    

.9.9
¢/min

he

s

refer
   

ONLY /min

CANADA
/minONLY

/month
10 1000$

=

Lebanon .......... 9.9

Nepal.............7.9

Poland......... .2.9

Russia........... 2.9from 

North Korea . 41.9

Jordan............18.9

Maldives.......14.9

Jamaica......... 8.9

Italy............. .2.9

Iran................  3.9from 

South Korea..  2.9

Turkey............3.9from 

Sri Lanka........9.9

U.A.E..............18.9

Saudi Arabia ... 4.9from 

Trinidad.......... 8.9

Egypt........... 15.9

China...........   2.9

Bhutan.........15.9from 

Afghanistan..24.9

Bangladesh....3.9from 

Barbados........14.9

Ecuador.........11.9

Guatemala.... 10.9

Honduras.......16.9

Guyana..........26.9

Fiji............... 24.9

Iraq................. 6.9

El Salvador...... 8.9

Greece............3.9

Comwave will remain open on Thanksgiving weekend
from Nov 27th- 29th for your convenience

While Comwave strives for accuracy in our advertising, Comwave reserves the right to correct any error in pricing or information at any time. LONG DISTANCE: Comwave will not rate match against charity or internet services, bundled minute plans or prepaid calling cards 
due to their inaccurate billing criteria. 2.9 Cents per minute to India is based on a monthly plan of $10/month for 355 minutes. Unused minutes do not roll over to the following month. Rate Guarantee is based on competitotrs lowest advertised rate for like services. PLan is 
based on a 1 yr term where early cancellation fees apply. There is a 30 day satisfaction period where you may cancel at any time.  Unlimited Canada plan does not include calls to the Yukon, Nunavut or N.W.T. The Comwave Global Bundle does not include calls to overseas 

mobile phones. Calls to Argentina on this undle are to Buenos Aires. Calls to Brazil on this bundle are to Rio De Janeiro and Sao Paolo. Calls to Overseas Mobile Phones may be billed at a higher rate. 

1-866-840-2695

DEVELOPING 
THE WHOLE STUDENT

Offering a strong academic 

program in a socially mature 
and positive learning 

environment. 

Learn more about us at  

www.BayRidgePrep.org or 

call the Office of Admissions 

at 718-833-9090

Not everyone is lucky enough 
to be born with a warm coat. 

Don’t miss penguin feedings, alien stingers, the new 
The Polar Express 4D experience and much more!

Visit NYAquarium.com for information.

By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

 A welter of community groups and 
politicians joined the legal pile-on on 
Bruce Ratner’s Atlantic Yards project 
last  Thursday, claiming in a lawsuit 
that the state shirked its duties by ap-
proving major modifications to the proj-
ect over the summer without a review 
of the environmental consequences.
 Brooklyn Speaks, a coalition of eight 
community groups that has taken a back-
seat to other opposition efforts, filed 
the suit in Manhattan Supreme Court 
on the grounds that the June modifi-
cations allow Ratner to take far longer 
to build the $4-billion, 16 tower arena, 
residential and office complex — and a 

agency now pretends the project will 
remove,” Brennan added.
 The suit has some common ground 
with a suit filed in October by Develop 
Don’t Destroy Brooklyn and, as such, 
may be consolidated into one mega le-
gal case.
 “We are pleased that the opposition 
is getting bigger,” said DDDB spokes-
man Daniel Goldstein said. “It was big 
before and it’s only getting bigger.”
 An ESDC spokeswoman did not seem 
too intimidated by the growing chorus 
of opposition to the project. “This new 
lawsuit is similar to the lawsuit filed 
one month ago,” she said. “Repeating 
this claim, however, does not make it 
any more valid.”

longer build-out time only worsens the 
“blight” in and around the intersection 
of Flatbush and Atlantic avenues that 
the project is supposed to remedy.
 “The Empire State Development 
Corporation has ignored its statutory 
duty to act in the public interest,” said 
Assemblyman Jim Brennan (D–Park 
Slope), a member of the coalition. “By 
approving a modified Atlantic Yards 
project without so much as a new site 
plan, let alone a committed completion 
date, the agency has handed over to 
Forest City Ratner control of 22 acres 
of Brooklyn, no strings attached.
 “The ESDC must address the likeli-
hood that Atlantic Yards will continue 
to expand the kind of urban blight the 

ATLANTIC YARDS THE END GAME

By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

 The state’s highest court has ruled 
against a group of landowners and ten-
ants inside the Atlantic Yards footprint, 
a major victory for developer Bruce Rat-
ner and state officials who had been sued 
on the grounds that they had abused 
their power of eminent domain.
 The Court of Appeals ruling, writ-
ten by Chief Judge Jonathan Lippman 
and joined by five colleagues, affirmed 
that the state’s use of its condemnation 
power to clear land on behalf of a private 
developer is “in conformity with certain 
provisions of our State Constitution.”
 One judge, Robert Smith, offered 
the lone dissenting vote.
 “The majority is much too defer-
ential to the self-serving determina-
tion by [the] Empire State Develop-
ment Corporation that petitioners live 
in a ‘blighted’ area, and are accordingly 
subject to having their homes seized and 
turned over to a private developer,” he 
wrote. “I do not think the record sup-
ports ESDC’s determination.”
 The ruling mirrors some of the ques-
tioning from the October oral arguments 
in Albany, where the majority went af-
ter plaintiffs’ lawyer Matt Brincker-
hoff, and Smith challenged the legit-
imacy of the ESDC’s use of eminent 
domain.
 Brinckerhoff was so consumed by 
answering the judges’ questions that he 
never even got to present the most cru-
cial portion of his argument, namely that 
a clause in the state Constitution for-
bids eminent domain on a project unless 
“the occupancy of any such project [is] 

housing, solid union jobs and permanent 
employment opportunities for Brook-
lynites who need work.”
 Minutes later, opponents of the proj-
ect rallied at Freddy’s Bar on Dean Street 
— a Prohibition-era tavern that will be 
torn down to make way for Ratner’s 
arena.
 “The power of eminent domain is ex-
traordinary and should only be autho-
rized in limited circumstances where, 
unlike in this case, there is a clear and 
robust public benefit,” said Assembly-
man Hakeem Jeffries (D–Fort Greene) 
in statement read by an aide. “The use 
of eminent domain to benefit a private 
developer to build a basketball arena for 
a team owned by a foreign billionaire [a 
reference to Ratner investor, the Rus-
sian billionaire Mikhail Prokhorov] is an 
abuse of this extraordinary power.”
 The court majority disagreed that 
the use of eminent domain is actually 
extraordinary at all. In fact, it rejected 
the notion that the urban blight to be 
remedied by a project even needs to 
be all that severe.
 “We have never required that a find-
ing of blight … be based upon condi-
tions replicating … in the midst of the 
Great Depression,” the majority ruling 
stated. “To the contrary … the reach of 
the terms ‘substandard and insanitary’ 
… were applied in the early 1950s to 
the Columbus Circle area upon which 
the New York Coliseum was proposed 
to be built [and] none of the buildings 
are as noisome or dilapidated as those 
described in Dickens’s novels.”

restricted to persons of low income.”
 But the majority definitely read — 
and rejected — that very legal argu-
ment.
 “Even if this gloss on this state’s tak-
ings laws and jurisprudence were cor-
rect — and it is not — it is indisput-
able that the removal of urban blight 
is a proper, and, indeed, constitution-
ally sanctioned, predicate for the exer-
cise of the power of eminent domain,” 
the ruling stated.
 The decision clears a major hurdle 
for Ratner, who can now move forward 
with the sale of tax-free bonds to finance 
his $4-billion arena, residential and of-
fice project. Ratner needs to get shovels 
in the ground by the end of December 
to qualify for the tax break, and there 
are several pending cases remaining.
 When that happens, no one will 
be happier than Borough President 
Markowitz, who hailed the Court for 
“reinforc[ing] … the numerous public 
benefits of the Atlantic Yards project 
… including the creation of affordable 

State’s highest court turns 
down anti-Yards argument

The latest proposal for Bruce Ratner’s basketball arena at the inter-
section of Atlantic and Flatbush avenues has moved ahead, thanks 
to a court ruling on Tuesday.
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NEIGHBORHOOD REPORT
Clinton Hill              Art & Framing Gallery

583 Myrtle Ave. (near Classon Ave.)
(718) 857-0074

Est. 1991
clintonhillframe.blogspot.com

Simply

THANKSGIVING Special

SALE
NOVEMBER 1–30

our thanks ... and we are giving YOU

40% OFF
Framed Art  or $10OFF Custon 

Picture Framing 
Service

FREE
GIFT w/Ad

Dermatology
PARK SLOPE   CHELSEA
Javier Zelaya, MD Verna Broughton, PA

CALL TODAY   718.832.3313

Say goodbye to unwanted lines!

FREE BOTOX
with purchase of  

Radiesse facial filler
($400 savings)

available to new patients only
offer expires 10.30.2009

call for details

85 Court Street  in Downtown Brooklyn
(718) 243-0844

We Appreciate Your Business!

OVER 30 YEARS IN BUSINESS
Featuring Home Delivery within Bklyn

®

10% OFF
All Store Merchandise With This Ad

Portable electric heaters 
from Vornado, Holmes 
and Lasko
$24.99 & up

ROOM
HEATERS

305 Atlantic Ave. (@ Smith St.)     Open Monday-Saturday
718.858.0313     Brooklyn@minutemanpress.com

$185.00
1,000 POSTCARDS

plus tax
Full Color
Full Bleed

16 pt. Cardstock
2 sided

UV or Matte
Enquire About
All of Our Other
Great Printing Deals.

PETS ARE BACK 
ON PINEAPPLE

Rocco and Jezebel for Pets
A Full Service Pet Grooming Salon

89 Pineapple Walk  Brooklyn Heights
(718) 855-8686

www.roccoandjezebel.com

Dogs:
Long walks, playtime,

late night snacks, comfy beds 
and cozy cages, weekend & 

extended stays with baths

Cats:
Catnip toys, multi-level 

cages, faux fur perches, 
love and attention!

Plus: Dog walking & at-home cat sitting
And: Unique and creative items from 
         all over the world

Climate controlled boarding facilities

Over

20 Years of 

Strong Efficiency 

and Courteous 

Reputation

Base Lic. # B01363

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK
We Welcome 

Corporate Accounts
Se Habla Espanol

718-230-8100
www.myrtlecarservice.com

$2.00 OFF*
Any Ride $25 or More

Coupon not valid for credit card sales.
Rates subject to change. Please call for validation code______.

*Not to be combined with any other offers.

$3.00 OFF*
To Any New York Airport

Coupon not valid for credit card sales.
Rates subject to change. Please call for validation code______.

*Not to be combined with any other offers.

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

~

   Call To Reserve Long Trips

24 HOUR
SERVICE TO 

ALL AIRPORTS

Loose 
Dentures?
GO AHEAD...
Eat what you want!
Visit Dr.Tony Farha in the morning, 
have the “Mini-Implant System” 
placed in less than two hours, then 
go out and enjoy your favorite lunch.  
No more messy adhesive or pastes.

As recently demonstrated by  
Dr. Tony on ABC & Fox News

Approved.
one-step, non-surgical 

procedure.

months of healing.

available and Insurance coverage)

*ONLY $595
FOR DENTURE!
Limited Time Offer

*with a puchase of MDI

Call today for  
your FREE Consultation

718-833-6895
461 77th St, Bay Ridge

1412 Richmond Rd, Staten Island

Dr. Tony is recognized as a Professor 
of the Mini Dental Implant.

www.oraldentalcare.com

Custom Framing
Ready-Made Frames
Posters & Prints
Friendly Service

374 7th Avenue
(bet. 11th & 12th Sts)

718-832-0655

Quality Dentistry
Gentle care in our ultra-modern office

RONALD I. TEICHMAN, DDS

357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street
slopedental.com  ·  768-1111

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 

Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

Park Slope.
FAMILY DENTISTRY

245 Fifth Avenue  (between Carroll & Garfield)

©

 Financing Available
 Insurance Plans Welcomed

Dr. Andrew Warshaw
Dr. Sari Rosenwein
Dr. Doug Pollack (Bd. Cert.)     
  Pediatric Dentistry

Hours by Appointment
Sat. & Eve. Available

789-5700

Free Consultation
24 Hour Phone 

Service

www.ParkSlopeFamilyDentistry.com

MT. CALVARY BIBLE 
BAPTIST CHURCH

SERVICE EVERY SUNDAY AT 3 PM

 Lively singing
  Strong preaching (KJV)
   Family oriented
    Multi ethnic 

(718) 768-9274 (WASH)  OPEN 7 DAYS 7AM-10PM 

VEGAS

555 7TH AVE
ENTER FROM 19TH ST. JUST SOUTH OF 7TH AVE.

“HIGHEST QUALITY CAR WASH,  
AT THE BEST PRICES!”

“VIP MEGA” Elite Full Service
“Extreme Jackpot” Package +
• Complete Rain-X Service
• Armor All Dashboard, Center Console, & 4 Doors
• Armor All Seats (2 Rows) or Shampoo 4 Mats
• Air Fragrance

Not to be combined with any 
other offers. Expires 12/27/2009

WITH COUPON PLUS TAX

$1846
Now Just

$30
Value

“Platinum” Express Car Wash
Includes:
• Double-Body Bath
• FREE Under Carriage Blast
• Clean Wheels
• Hand Towel Dry

Not to be combined with any 
other offers. Expires 12/27/2009

WITH COUPON PLUS TAX

$369
$7
Value

“Extreme Jackpot” Full Service
Includes:
• Double-Body Bath
• Wheel Bright
• Under Carriage Blast
• Hand Towel Dry

 Triple Polish
 Armor All Tires
 Vacuum Interior
 Clean Windows

    Inside & Out Not to be combined with any 
other offers. Expires 12/27/2009

WITH COUPON PLUS TAX

$877
$13
Value

 Wet Wax
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CAR WASH

7TH AVENUE

18
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T

AUTO 
SPADENTISTS

HEALTH, MIND & BODY

COBBLE HILL

NAVY YARD

FORT GREENE

By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

 Ruth West, known as much for her de-
licious pineapple layer cake and barbe-
cued ribs as for her love of Fort Greene 
and the exacting standards she upheld 
at her two “Ruthie’s” restaurants, has 
died from pancreatic cancer. She was 
76.
 West opened her popular restau-
rant on DeKalb Avenue in 1997 af-
ter 30 years in the food industry. Her 
soul food dishes, like fried chicken and 
smothered pork chops bore the influ-
ence of her southern roots in Bayboro, 
N.C., a coastal town with a population 
of less than 1,000.
 West moved to New York in 1954 
and, after a brief stay in Harlem, set-
tled in Fort Greene. She opened her 
first restaurant in 1967.
 West’s first Ruthie’s, which remains 
between Ashland and Rockwell places, 
gained a devout following, and it — 
along with the other location on Myr-
tle Avenue between Classon Avenue 
and Emerson Place — is often pointed 
to as a critical player in the revitaliza-

‘Hell’s Kitchen’ guy,” said Foster. 
“When it came to the restaurant, she 
didn’t play. But she always made sure 
to say ‘It’s nothing personal.’”
 West still manned the stoves until 
her battle with cancer overcame her. 
She died on Nov. 12.
 Aside from her food, West is remem-
bered for her dedication to the Friend-
ship Baptist Church in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant, where she served as a trustee for 
many years.
 West’s generosity went beyond big 
servings. She also had an ongoing tra-
dition of giving leftover food to the 
homeless, who came by at closing time. 
A note posted this week at the Myr-
tle Avenue location by one such cus-
tomer reads, “Thank you, from some-
one who is homeless.” 
 West is survived by six children, 22 
grandchildren and nine great-grand-
children. Her son John will be taking 
over the Myrtle Avenue location, and 
her daughter, Yanya, will be in charge 
of the DeKalb location. 
 Foster promised: “The food will taste 
exactly the same.”

tion of the area.
 West’s son-in-law Howard Foster, 
who works at Ruthie’s, said that his 
hard-working mother-in-law made sure 
the kitchen remained at the top of its 
game.
 “She was like Chef Ramsay, the 

By Will Yakowicz
The Brooklyn Paper

 The makeover of Commo-
dore Barry Park is a single, 
not a home run.
 Yes, a renovation is on its 
way — but the repairs will 
skip the much-used baseball 
fields in the busy park be-
tween Vinegar Hill and Fort 
Greene.
 Indeed, the shoddy condi-
tion of the ballfields is why 
Councilwoman Letitia James 
(D–Fort Greene) asked for 
$2.3 million to allocated in 
the first place, she said.
 But the Parks Department 
said that much more money 
would be needed — $5.7 mil-
lion more, in fact — so the 
project now only consists of 
laying new grass, planting 
flowers and trees, and add-
ing lights and an amphithe-
ater in the park’s eastern end 
along North Elliott Place be-
tween Flushing and Park av-
enues.
 The repairs will not in-

ing complex for which the 
park is a backyard.
 James said that although 
she is disappointed that the 
ballfields will not be initially 
repaired, she is confident that 
the city will follow through 
on its multi-year, $40-million 
master plan to renovate ev-
ery section of Commodore 
Barry Park.
 “The idea was to do the 
ballfields first, but if we 
waited any longer to get more 
funds, we’d lose the $2.3 mil-
lion,” she said. “My football, 
baseball, and handball play-
ers have a lot to say about 
Commodore Barry Park, but 
this is the best way to use the 
money we have.”
 James also sought the ball-
field repairs because Com-
modore Barry is the only 
park in the area where sports 
teams, schools, or other or-
ganizations can get a per-
mit and a time slot to use 
the fields. The other green 
spaces in Fort Greene Park 
and Cadman Plaza Park are 
first-come, first-served.
 “There is such inadequate 
space for athletic recreation 
[in the district], it is really 
pathetic,” said Irene Janner, 
a member of the Community 
Board 2 Parks and Recre-
ation Committee.

long ball. 
 “If this is the beginning 
of what’s to come, then it’s 
a good thing. But if these 
are the only funds, then the 
money should be allocated to 
the baseball fields,” said Ed 
Brown, president of the ten-
ants association of the Inger-
soll Houses, a public hous-

clude work on the play-
ground, pool, and handball 
and basketball courts, ei-
ther.
 Certainly, any baseball 
fan will tell you that there’s 
nothing wrong with a single 
— but area residents think 
the long-neglected Commo-
dore Barry Park deserved the 

Commodore repairs to skip the ballfields

By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

 The same non-profit that 
builds parks in Afghanistan 
and basketball courts in Ke-
nya is now looking at a Cob-
ble Hill public high school, 
whose gymnasium is so tiny 
that the cheerleaders train in 
the cafeteria, dance classes 
take place in the hallways, 
and basketball teams practice 
on a floor with four massive 
columns that make a full-
court game impossible.
 Now, after over 10 years of 
sub-standard physical educa-
tion, the Cobble Hill School 
of American Studies is close 
to building a top-notch multi-
purpose gymnasium — with 
the help of Gamechangers, 
a sports fund that typically 
works in places a lot more 
impoverished than Brown-
stone Brooklyn.
 Principal Kenneth Cuth-
bert has lined up some ini-
tial design support from the 
group, plus $500,000 from 
Borough Hall, but there are 
still some hurdles before the 
$5-million dream can be re-

in Brownsville. And the ju-
nior varsity team has it even 
worse: During the season, it 
is always the “away team” be-
cause it has no home court.
 But the gym’s potential 
would not only affect stu-
dents with hoop dreams.
 The new facility would 
expand the locker room — 
built for 25 students, but ac-
commodating 140.
 The push for a new gym 
started last year, when a stu-
dent presented Cuthbert with 
a petition demanding a vol-
leyball team. Cuthbert liked 
the idea except for one thing: 
the ceiling is simply too low 
for volleyball.
 “The students want it. And 
if they have the desire, that’s 
half the battle,” Cuthbert said, 
adding, “If we want children 
off the streets and involved in 
the community in a positive 
way, we need this gym.”
 The students aren’t the 
only ones. If the addition is 
built, it will be available to 
members of the community, 
too. Locals cheered.
 “An indoor space is needed 
here — winter is coming and 
our options are limited,” said 
Alexis Broben, who was play-
ing with her 2-year-old son 
on the cement playground the 
other day. 
 The gym proposal will be 
discussed by Community 
Board 6 on Wednesday, 
Jan. 20 at 6:30 pm. For loca-
tion and other information, 
visit www.brooklyncb6.org.

tennis court and maybe even 
a track.
 Tim Rice, the varsity bas-
ketball coach at the school, 
could barely contain himself 
when imagining the possi-
bilities of a new facility.
 “If we had a better court, 
we could be contenders for 
the city championship,” 
said Rice, adding that his 
team struggles to get used 
to full-court games in tour-
naments. 
 When Rice’s squad does 
want a proper practice, they 
make a long trip to a facility 

alized for the school’s 727 
students.
 First, the school would 
need approval for an enclosed 
gym that would be built atop 
a concrete play area that is 
no use during the winter.
 Then, the school is hop-
ing that its final plans will be 
selected for construction by 
Gamechangers, which is run 
by Architects for Humanity 
and Nike Shoes, and would 
cover half the costs.
 Architects for Humani-
ty’s expertise appears nec-
essary: The wretched current 
gym seems more appropri-
ate for the developing world 
than a high school on Bal-
tic Street between Smith and 
Hoyt streets.
 Last Friday, teenage bas-
ketball players played on a 
pitiful miniature court that 
had a concrete wall where the 
three-point line should be and 
low-hanging pipes that forced 
the kids to throw bricks, lest 
the ball hit the ceiling.
 The new environmentally 
friendly gym would have a 
full-size basketball court, 

Cobble Hill School may get 
much-needed gymnasium

Cobble Hill School ath-
letic officials show off 
the low ceiling in their 
sub standard gym.
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ABOUT TIME: The Parks Department now says 
it will renovate Commodore Barry Park, near the 
Brooklyn Navy Yard, though not fully.
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 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

UNION TEMPLE

17 Eastern Parkway

(718) 638-7600

UNION TEMPLE PRESENTS

A Broadway Musical Fantasy Camp 
Staged-Reading Production

Sunday, December 13, 2009
Latkes and vodka reception, 3:30 pm

Presentation 4 pm

Tickets $15 in advance, $20 at the door

JEWELS BY SATNICK’S

Super Holiday Sale
187 STATE STREET

(Between Court and Boerum St.)

up to 75% OFF*
Suggested Retail Price

ON ALL 14KT. GOLD, DIAMONDS, SILVER
JEWELRY, WATCHES AND GIFTWARE

Trade in your old jewelry and  
get 10% extra towards your next purchase!

Store Hours: Mon-Fri, 10am to 6:30pm,
Saturday, 11am to 5pm

Open Sundays from 12 to 5pm

  718-852-1421   

Brooklyn’s Most Trusted Jeweler!!!
***All sales are final and may not be combined with any other discount or previous sale. Engage-

ment rings, Designer Jewelry, antiques/watches, custom orders and special orders are excluded from 
this sale. Quantities of merchandise are limited and on a first come-first serve basis. Lay-a-ways and 

merchandise bought before Nov. 21st do not apply to this sale. Sale ends Dec. 25th 2009.

WE BUY OLD GOLD · DIAMONDS · WATCHES

Space Available
Caroline Pardo 718.222.2505
Two Trees www.twotreesny.com

Affordable $20 – $25 psf rents.
Single digit effective rents 
with REAP tax incentive program 
for Manhattan tenants

 21ST CENTURY TECHNOLOGY

 13’ CEILINGS

 PLENTIFUL PARKING

 SOME WITH WATER VIEWS

 6’ WINDOWS

 GREAT PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

 FOUR TELEPHONE SERVICE 
PROVIDERS

 PREBUILT SPACES AVAILABLE

DUMBO–come see what they see

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill
 Two crafty lady thieves 
stole more than $1,600 in 
Nicorette gum, razors, Crest 
teeth whitening strips and 
Rogaine from the Target 
inside the sketchy Atlantic 
Terminal Mall on Nov. 14. 
 The health products heist 
went down at 9:45 pm, with 
the clever women stashing 
their booty in a large 18-gal-
lon container that they man-
aged to pass through checkout 
— perhaps with a collabora-
tor at the cash register, a po-
lice source said.
 The source added that 
small products with a high 
street value, like replacement 
razors and Nicorette gum, 
are popular with thieves.

Home repairs
 Two gunmen disguised as 
housing employees barged 
into a Carlton Avenue apart-
ment and tied up the tenant 
before making off with cash 
and jewelry on Nov. 16. 
 The hair-raising crime 
went down at around 11 
am after two sketchy char-
acters showed up at the 
house, which is between 
Fulton Street and Atlantic 
Avenue, and one said, “We 
are housing workers, we 
need to fix a pipe.”
 When the woman resident 
appeared unconvinced, the 
pair forced its way into the 
apartment, tied the victim’s 
hands and feet, and took $500 
and a gold chain.  

Cell snatched
 Two thugs threateningly 
brandished a razor blade 
to swipe a man’s iPhone 
on Washington Avenue on 
Nov. 16 — but they didn’t 
get far.
 The shocking snatch oc-
curred at around 6 pm be-
tween Fulton Street and At-
lantic Avenue, but later that 
day, Det. Gregory Schwenk 
slapped the cuffs on two sus-
pects, both in their 40s.

Cat fight!
 Three blood-thirsty 
women assaulted another 
woman waiting to cross the 
street at Fort Greene Place 
and Lafayette Avenue, clock-
ing her in the head and mak-
ing off with her cellphone 
and $30 on Nov. 17. 
 The vicious attack oc-
curred at around 3:45 pm 
when the three amazons ap-
proached the victim, and one, 
a woman in her 30s, taunt-
ingly asked, “You think 
you’re pretty?”
 Not waiting for an an-
swer, the three started rain-
ing blows on the allegedly 
unattractive woman.
 The force of the attack sent 
the woman to the ground and 
left her with a busted lip.
 The attackers then 
snatched her cellphone and 
$20 and fled.  

Rob rundown
 Plenty of pilferings filled 
the blotter the week before 
Thanksgiving. Here’s a 
round-up: 

of a bad boyfriend, stealing 
$10,000 from a Washington 
Avenue apartment that had 
been foolishly left unlocked 
on Nov. 20. The victim told 
cops that her beau had left 
the door of the apartment, 
which is  between Gates Av-
enue and Fulton Street, un-
secured while he went to run 
errands at 8:30 pm. 

stylish Jaguar tires with al-
loy rims along with one spare 
tire from an Atlantic Avenue 
auto shop overnight on Nov. 
21. The shop’s owner told 
cops that he’d left the store, 
which is between Waverly 
and Washington avenues, at 
4 pm and did not return un-
til 6:45 the next morning.
 — Stephen Brown

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Subway mugs
 The subway system itself 
was an accessory to at least 
two crimes last week.

woman while she was go-
ing down the stairs at the Jay 
Street-Borough Hall station 
on Nov. 18.
 The 23-year-old vic-
tim told cops that she was 
catching an A train at around 
12:45 pm when a man was 
bumped into her back and 
walked away quickly. Later, 
she discovered that the fast-
handed crook had swiped a 
wallet, IDs, and $30.  

station away — two gunmen 
raided a man’s pockets out-
side the F-train station at York 
Street.
 The 19-year-old victim 
said he was near Bridge Street 
at around 6:40 am when the 
first perp ran up, demanded 
money and snatched the iPod 
out of his hand. A second 
perp ran up with a firearm 
and stole his wallet.

Group beat
 A group of 12 teenagers 
mugged a man and beat him 
on Willoughby Street on Nov. 
14.  
 The 17-year-old victim 
told cops that he was walk-

PAY-LESS FUEL OIL & SERVICE

PAY-LESS FUEL OIL & SERVICE

7 1 8 - 7 8 2 - 2 0 6 0 
1 - 8 0 0 - 7 9 0 - 5 3 7 7

ing near Albee Square at 
around 8 pm when a group 
of a dozen bike-riding teen-
agers demanded money and 
then beat him down to the 
ground and fractured his 
nose. They made off with 
some cash, though cops did 
not say how much.

Baby blues
 A thief stole a mother’s wal-
let out of her baby’s stroller 
as she shopped on the Fulton 
Mall on Nov. 20.  
 The 22-year-old victim said 
that she was in a department 
store between Bridge and 
Lawrence streets at around 
5 pm when she stepped away 
from the stroller for just one 
minute.
 The thief got away with 
$100 and IDs.  

Bust open
 Two burly thugs busted 
into a Smith Street apart-
ment and swiped a camera 
on Nov. 20.
 The 26-year-old victim 
said he left his apartment, 
which is between Wyckoff 
and Warren streets, at around 
11:30 am and returned at 
around 7 pm to find the lock 
and doorframe broken.
 The thieves had taken a 
digital camera.  

Dine and whine
 A thief snatched an expen-
sive coat off a man’s chair 
while he was in the bathroom 
of a Front Street restaurant 
on Nov. 7.
 The 32-year-old diner-
turned-victim said he went 
to the restroom at around 11 
pm inside the eatery, which 
is between Jay and Pearl 
streets.
 When he came back, he no-
ticed that a thief had snatched 
his Calvin Klein overcoat, 
eyeglasses, cellphone, and 
his house keys.  

Timely theft
 A crook snatched a cell-
phone out of a woman’s hand 
on Pierrepont Street on Nov. 
18. 
 The 39-year-old victim 
was between Henry and 
Hicks streets at around 1 
pm when a man asked her 
the time.
 When she pulled out her 
Blackberry cellphone to 
check, he snatched it and 
disappeared.
  — Will Yakowicz

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Work jerk
 A renegade handyman 
took matters into his own 
hands at the Lowe’s Hard-
ware Store, getting behind 
the wheel of a forklift and 
passing pallets onto a shady 
customer in two separate in-
cidents in November.
 Apparently desperate to 
make some home repairs, the 
buyer simply pulled up his 
truck, paid cash to the fork-
lift driver, and sneaked off 
with the assorted construc-
tion material valued at over 
$5,500. 
 The Nov. 4 and Nov. 19 
heist from the hardware 
mega-store, which is on 
Second Avenue between 
10th and 12th streets, was 
reported hours after the sec-
ond incident.

Heated debate
 An argument between two 
men culminated in a gunshot 
to the thigh on Nov. 17. 
 Cops say that two men 
were in a verbal dispute at 
around 7 pm near the corner 
of Warren Street and Third 
Avenue at about 7 pm when 
one of the men pulled a gun 
and fired it into his 27-year-
old victim’s thigh.
 The victim was taken to 
Lutheran Medical Center, 
while his assailant fled.

Medical trouble
 An opportunistic thief 
snatched a woman’s wallet 
from an exam room in the 
ER while she stepped out 

to have other medical work 
done at New York Method-
ist Hospital on Nov. 17.
 The victim told cops that 
she realized her visit to the 
hospital had taken a turn 
for the worse upon return-
ing from the other exami-
nation at around 2:30 pm, 
where she found her pock-
etbook overturned and her 
wallet missing credit cards 
and $30. 
 It’s the latest incident at 
the hospital, which is on 
Sixth Street between Sev-
enth and Eighth avenues. 
Just last week, an employ-
ee’s purse was pilfered from 
beneath her desk. 
 — Stephen Brown

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint– 
Williamsburg

Phone heist
 A posse of robbers mugged 
a man on Leonard Street for 
his cellphone on Nov. 21.
 The victim told cops that 
he was between Bayard 
Street and Manhattan Av-
enue at around 5 pm when 
four perps approached and 
one asked for the phone.
 The victim didn’t com-
ply, but fled  — though the 
thugs quickly caught him, 
and started kicking and 
punching him.
 That’s when he surrended 
the mobile telecommunica-

tions device, and the thieves 
fled.

Morning would
 A woman woke up to 
find a burglar in her Green 
Street house on Nov. 21 — 
and startled him into leav-
ing before he could make a 
bigger haul.
 The woman told police that 
she was awakened at around 
5:30 am in the apartment, 
which is between Manhattan 
Avenue and Franklin Street, 
by an unknown man rum-
maging in her house.
 She screamed, and the 
thief ran out with $80.
 — Simon McCormack

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge

Badge bums
 Cops are looking for a crew 
of masked thugs who entered 
a 71st Street home by flash-
ing badges and passing them-
selves off as police officers 
on Nov. 18.
 A 19-year-old was in his 
home near Fort Hamilton 
Parkway at around 5:30 pm 
when two men with badges 
knocked on the door and iden-
tified themselves as police 
officers — though one was 
sporting a ski-mask.
 Before the teen could fig-
ure out what was going on, a 
third suspect rushed in and 
forced the victim into a room 
and handcuffed him to a bed 

while his two cohorts ran-
sacked the apartment.
 The thieves filled a pil-
lowcase with gold jewelry, 
an iPod, a cellphone and an 
XBox gaming system.

Caught in act
 A Senator Street woman 
received the fright of her life 
last week after two thieves 
broke into her building on 
Nov. 19.
 The woman said that she 
was inside her home, which is 
near Fifth Avenue, at around 
2:30 pm when she heard a 
noise downstairs.
 When she went to inves-
tigate, she found two white 
men who had broken through 
the rear basement door and 
were looking through her 
things. Once they discov-
ered that they were being 
watched, the men fled, tak-
ing nothing.

They’re hygienic
 Four out of five dentists 
may recommend a certain 
product, but none would rec-
ommend that you steal it.
 Three hygienic thieves ap-
parently care as they swiped 
93 packages of Crest White 
Strips from the Third Ave-
nue Walgreens on Nov. 19.
 Workers at the chain phar-
macy, which is at 95th Street, 
said that the three suspects 
— all of whom sported Yan-
kee hats — came into the 
store at 12:45 pm and made a 
bee-line for the dental prod-
ucts.
 The thieves grabbed the 
White Strips — $1,400 in 
all — and stuffed them in a 
bag before running off.
 — Thomas Tracy

By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

 Cops have busted 11 alleged crack 
dealers who “controlled” an intersec-
tion with their brazen sales.
 District Attorney Charles Hynes said 
the bust was the result of an undercover 
operation that began over the summer 
and involved an elaborate operation in 
which cops made 18 purchases from the 
alleged dealers at the corner of Putnam 
and Grand avenues near the border of 
Clinton Hill and Bedford-Stuyvesant.
 Hynes’s office said that the busts, dubbed 
in suitably hyperbolic language “Operation 
Grand Slam,” began with tips last sum-
mer from nearby residents about dealers 
who had commandeered the corner and 
were making $1,000 a day in sales.
 Undercover cops made purchases and 
videos — all of which became evidence 
in the case. On Oct. 29, the NYPD moved 
in, arresting 11 men and seizing roughly 
two pounds of marijuana and over 75 
grams of crack, which has a street value 
of $10,000. 
 Cops confiscated three guns during 
the bust as well.
 “No one should have to live in a neigh-

borhood where this is going on,” Hynes said 
on Tuesday morning. “They were control-
ling a prominent intersection and had no 
fear that anything would happen to them. 
They were not particularly smart.”
 Hynes said that the dealers stored some 
of their drugs in two clothing stores on 
Putnam Avenue.

District Attorney Charles Hynes 
announced the big drug takedown 
on Wednesday.
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EPA is hosting a public information 
meeting about the Gowanus Canal

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) invites you 
to attend a public information meeting to discuss upcoming 
activities at the Gowanus Canal.

Thursday, December 3, 2009
 from 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM 

in the auditorium of 
P.S. 32

 located at 
317 Hoyt Street, Brooklyn, NY

This meeting will include a formal presentation followed by a 
question and answer period.

For more information about the meeting or other site related 
issues you can contact:

Additional site related documents are available at:
www.epa.gov/region02/superfund/npl/gowanus/

Natalie Loney  Christos Tsiamis
Community Involvement Coordinator  Remedial Project Manager
loney.natalie@epa.gov tsiamis.christos@epa.gov
(212) 637-3639 or  1-800-346-5009 (212) 637-4257

Picture Framing Picture Framing Picture Framing

DISCOUNT
COUPON

Picture Framing
Discount Coupon

Picture Framing
753 Metropolitan Avenue

Brooklyn, NY 11211
551-200-1382

Good towards one item over $100. Expires Feb. 31.

Graham/Metropolitan
stop on              train

Happyman

L

 

 The annual Daylight Savings lamps sale is un-
derway at Rico, which means that all Robert Ab-
bey lighting will be marked down 15 to 70 percent 
from Rico’s regular great prices through Dec. 15 on 
orders, stock and clearance products. 
 Shoppers can also take advantage of a storewide 
“Holiday Home Sale” on all upholstery and furni-
ture clearance and special orders, taking 10 to 70 
percent off regular prices. Custom orders are an ad-
ditional 5 percent, but you receive a pair of Espinet 
Marina or TaTu table lamps with any furniture or-
ders exceeding $4,200.
 Many decor gift items including limited edition art 
prints by Maggie Tobin, Jerome Boutterin, Vincent 
Katz and Elise Kaufman published by Bruno Ma-
rina Fine Arts. Enjoy the photography exhibit fea-
turing works by Denise and Rainer Behrens while 
you shop. 
 Rico [384 Atlantic Ave. between Hoyt and Bond 
streets in Boerum Hill, (718) 797-2077]. Visit www.
shoprico.com.

BUSINESS BRIEFS

By Rachel Slajda
for The Brooklyn Paper

  In the end, a girl from 
Queens took the Miss G 
Train crown.
 Elizabeth Kuchta, a 
27-year-old television pro-
ducer who lives in Astoria, 
won the first-ever pageant/
tribute to the only Manhat-
tan-eschewing subway line 
last Thursday night, beating 
out nine other contestants.
 “The G train is like rooting 
for the Mets when the Yankees 
keep going to the World Se-
ries,” said Dave Herman, the 
president of City Reliquary, 
which hosted the celebration 
of the “quintessential under-
dog” of the New York City 
Transit system. “You gotta 
stick with it. It’s our home-

town subway line.”
 The pageant was held 
in honor of the Williams-
burg museum’s current ret-
rospective of former “Miss 
Subways” between 1941 
and 1976. Photographer 
Fiona Gardner is tracking 
down the pageant winners, 
mostly working class girls 
with big dreams, and pho-
tographing them where they 
live and work now. 
 Gardner was a judge at 
Thursday night’s Miss G 
Train pageant along with Ed 
Coffey, a track worker on the 
line; and Abbie Borod, a pag-
eant coach. 
 The pageant was a tribute 
to one of the most-maligned, 
yet most-beloved, trains — 
relished (and damned) for a 

route that never enters Man-
hattan.
 True to the G, the pag-
eant started late, with one 
of the judges delayed and two 
contestants failing to even 
show up. Technical difficul-
ties forced Kuchta to narrate 
the video she made for the 
talent portion, a presentation 
of her myriad skills as a G 
train rider (number seven was 
“patience,” a poignant virtue 
when it comes to the G).
 She also won over the 
crowd with her G-inspired 
“ride of shame” costume: a 
party dress, flip flops, smeared 
mascara, high heels and a bot-
tle of red Gatorade.
 “The only thing worse than 
riding the G is riding the G 
in last night’s dress,” she said 

Queens gal named Miss G train!

to cheers and laughter.
 But the jest was affection-
ate. Marleah Martin, the sec-
ond runner-up, sang a tune 
of her own writing, “It’s Not 

Easy Being G.” In her ap-
plication essay, she wrote, 
“At the end of the day, I al-
ways accept — and love — 
the G.”

 And like a twisted Miss 
America contestant, she told 
the judges that if she won 
the crown, she would “en-
courage people to embrace 
the charming eccentricities 
of the G, because we’re all 
in this together.”
 The crowd went wild.
 Another runner up, 
Thorgy, a drag queen who 
lives in Greenpoint, praised 
the train’s tardiness because 
it gives her time to read. Her 
idea to improve the train? Ad-
vertisements encouraging a 
literary way to pass the time: 
“Why not read?”
 Contestants were certainly 
talented — some sang, one 
played violin, one did 20 
push-ups, and another crafted 
a perfect gimlet, which she 
dubbed the “G Train Sur-
prise.”
 But they all had one thing 
in common: They all love the 
G train.
 City Reliquary Museum 
[370 Metropolitan Ave. be-
tween Havemeyer Street 
and Marcy Avenue, (718) 
782-4842].

Elizabeth Kuchta, who lives in Queens, won the 
Miss G Train pageant last Thursday night at the 
City Reliquary Museum in Williamsburg.
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By Will Yakowicz
The Brooklyn Paper

 The push to downzone Boerum 
Hill has begun!
 Now that other architecturally 
rich Brownstone Brooklyn neigh-
borhoods have moved to bar tall and 
bulky new development, the Boerum 
Hill Association is calling on the 
city to begin the lengthy processes 
of capping new building heights in 
a 25-block area of the neighborhood 
just south of Downtown.
 The first hurdle was passed last 
Tuesday night, when Community 
Board 2 voted overwhelmingly to 
ask the city to start the formal re-
zoning process with a study of the 
area.

 The proposed study blocks are the 
last part of the Brownstone Belt — 
Brooklyn Heights, DUMBO, Cob-
ble Hill, Fort Greene, Clinton Hill, 
Park Slope, and Carroll Gardens — 
that is still unprotected by height 
restrictions, said Boerum Hill As-
sociation Vice President Dwight 
Smith.
 “Because of how close Boerum 
Hill is to Downtown, and its lack 
of height restrictions like the other 
neighborhoods, we are a target for 
new developers.” Smith said. “When 
the economy picks up, we are just 
sitting here, ripe for new develop-
ment.”
 His group favors a 50-foot cap 
on new building heights on the side 

streets and a 70-foot ceiling on main 
roads in the area bounded by Fourth 
Avenue, Pacific, Court, and Wyck-
off streets, plus Smith Street be-
tween Warren Street and Atlantic 
Avenue.
 The group’s president, Howard 
Kolins, added that a rezoning would 
preserve the quiet neighborhood and 
beautiful Greek revival and Itali-
anate brownstones that were built 
in the 1860s and provide peace of 
mind today.
 “This is why people live in 
Brooklyn, away from big city de-
velopment,” said Kolins. 
 “It’s urban but, in a very relaxed 
way. It’s the only sane way to live 
in the city.”

Boerum Hill wants a downzone

Supporters of a downzoning of Boerum Hill say it will protect the 
architectural integrity of buildings like this on Pacific Street.
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s the borough’s tallest building also its 
ugliest? As much as I love skyscrap-
ers, I have to admit that The Brook-

lyner, the narrow, 51-story structure on 
Lawrence Street in Downtown Brooklyn 
that is just a few inches taller than the Wil-
liamsburgh Savings Bank tower, had ap-
parently earned both titles.
 Unlike that stately Art Deco edifice, 
with its unique design elements, I couldn’t 
help but feel let down by The Brooklyner, 
which will house luxury studio, one-bed-
room and two-bedroom rentals.
 A tour of the inside of the building was 
certainly delightful, thanks to the drop-
dead views, floor-to-ceiling glass, full ser-
vices, a pool table, and decks on the roof-
top and fourth-floor decks. But all that 
opulence only made me feel that residents 
are the lucky ones because once they get 
inside, they don’t have to look at the out-
side of the building — a monolithic bit of 
pre-Glasnost coldness that catches the eye 
and then punishes it for stopping, ever so 
briefly, on its patchwork metal exterior.
 Or so I thought!
 I called the building’s architect to ask 
him what the hell he was thinking when 
he designed such a repulsive residence — 
but guess what? I was dead wrong. The 
Brooklyner is not ugly at all.
 It’s beautiful.
 “It’s a handsome building that relates 
nicely to the cityscape,” said its architect, 
Randy Gerner, a partner in the firm of 
Gerner Kronick and Valcarel. “If you look 
closely, you’ll notice that the building gets 
lighter in color as it rises from the street. It 
gives the sense that the sun is shining, like 
looking at a mountain from far away.”
 I wasn’t fully convinced. So I asked 

about the patchwork of metal panels on 
the facade that resembled the exterior of 
a 1960s-era baseball stadium. Again, I 
had misjudged them.
 “We did a pattern of different colors 
so that the facade would feel as if it was 
woven together,” Gerner said. “It’s a tall 
building, so if the entire facade was, say, 
brick, it would just look like a wall. And 
the woven texture reduces the bulk of the 
building” in a viewer’s mind.
 Bulk was not my issue. This is Down-
town Brooklyn — if you’re going to build, 
build big, I say. My issue with The Brook-
lyner is that my obviously untrained eye 
found it so boring. Fortunately, Gerner 
set me straight again.
 “We did not use common materials on 
the facade,” he said. “We wanted ours to 
stand out as a skyscraper, and relate to 
Brooklyn.”
 He dismissed the critics, like Christo-
pher Henrickson, who wrote on his blog, 
Architectural Lamentations, that the Brook-
lyner “is so boring and unoriginal that it 
would almost appear to have no architec-
tural design at all.”
 Clearly, Henrickson had never picked 
up the phone and let Randy Gerner ex-
plain it all to him!
 But not me. I’m man enough to admit it 
when my opinion is just dead wrong. The 
Brooklyner is the tallest building in the bor-
ough, but it is definitely not the ugliest!

One man — The Brooklyner’s architect — says no!

THE BROOKLYN

By Gersh KuntzmanBy Gersh Kuntzman

Brooklyn’s tallest building.
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By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

 Transportation officials 
pulled an emergency brake on 
a new effort to make Brook-
lyn Heights more pedestrian-
friendly after realizing that 
one of three planned side-
walk extensions at Joralemon 
and Hicks streets would have 
made the intersection an ob-
stacle course for trucks exit-
ing the nearby firehouse.
 Workers started installing 
traffic-calming curb expan-
sions called “neckdowns” at 
the corner last week — but 
when The Brooklyn Paper 
started asking about it, one of 
the extensions was halted.
 It all started when a Pa-
per reporter heard about the 
construction work and rushed 
to the scene to investigate 
whether the traffic-calming 
work would pose a problem 
for turning firetrucks.
 Turns out, it would, a city 
inspector confirmed.
 “Firetrucks are definitely 
going to be a problem,” said 
Ishwar Patel, an on-site in-
spector with the Depart-
ment of Design and Con-
struction. He suggested that 
firetrucks would almost cer-
tainly have to go up onto the 
sidewalk to make a left turn 
from Hicks Street onto Jo-
ralemon Street.
 But he quickly back-
tracked — a bit.
 “I’m just the inspector,” 
he added. “This is not my is-
sue. The DOT [Department 

of Transportation] sends 
the designs, we implement 
them.”
 Later in the day, after 
The Paper started making 
a federal case out of the in-
ter-agency neckdown show-
down, another Design and 
Construction engineer sug-
gested that Patel may have 
exaggerated the concern.
 But that engineer, Gerry 
Ambroise, also admitted that 
the Hicks–Joralemon cross-
ing is “a tight corner.”
 “I haven’t seen anything 
that says for certain that [a 
truck] cannot make it, but 

it’s tight,” he said.
 Finally, this week, the 
Department of Transpor-
tation said that the agency 
had halted construction of 
one neckdown, and was 
satisfied that two remain-
ing neckdowns will rein in 
traffic, but not impede res-
cue vehicles.
 This curbside contro-
versy has been a decade in 
the making. Believe it or not, 
but neckdowns and other traf-
fic-calming measures be-
gan being implemented in 
1999.
 The measures have not al-

ways been popular. For one 
thing, some gadflies were mut-
tering that the corner of Jo-
ralemon and Hicks is hardly 
a local speedway.
 And more important (for 
some, that is), the new side-
walk material in the exten-
sions appears to clash with 
the original walkway, which 
is in the Brooklyn Heights 
Historic District.
 “Some people are often 
uncomfortable with change, 
and there may be an element 
of this,” said Rob Perris, Dis-
trict Manager of Community 
Board 2. 

But after review, The Brooklyn Paper saves the day 

NECKING: Workers started widening some sidewalks in Brooklyn Heights 
last Friday in hopes of calming traffic. But one such “neckdown” at the corner 
of Hicks and Joralemon streets was removed for safety.
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Smartmom wins, gets her couch!

By Louise Crawford

Smartmom sat on the 
Townsend couch in 
Room & Board’s sec-

ond-floor showroom waiting 
for Hepcat to arrive. 
 She had to laugh. How had 
this couch thing gotten so out 
of hand? Was it really worth 
fighting about? For that mat-
ter, what was it really about? 
Were they fighting about a 
piece of furniture or the state 
of their lives? 
 Hepcat was late as usual. 
But no matter, Smartmom 
was determined to enjoy what 
she hoped would be their fi-
nal couch-shopping expedi-
tion. 
 While she waited, she 
wondered whether their 
couch drama had been a 
power struggle or an aes-
thetic disagreement. Was it 
really about form and func-
tion or the dysfunctionality 
of their 20-year marriage?
 Good questions. Smart-
mom felt a pang of sadness. 
If the two long marrieds had 
such a hard time agreeing on 
a new piece of furniture, was 
there any hope for peace in 
the Middle East or the health 
care bill? 
 Sitting on the soft chenille 

of the Townsend, she realized 
what a turbulent river she and 
Hepcat had crossed to get to 
the point where they could 
agree to pay the $1,399, plus 
tax and shipping, for a new 
couch to replace the 18-year-
old Ikea divan that Hepcat 
loves. 
 When her hubby finally 
arrived, he and Smartmom 
walked around the store and 
revisited some of the other 
couches they had consid-
ered: there was the Andre, 
the Anson, the Metro and the 
York. 
 It didn’t take long for 
them both to agree that the 
Townsend was the one. It was 
comfortable, soft and easy 
on the eyes. 
 Then they got a phone call 
from the Oh So Feisty One 
saying that she was locked 

vously.
 “Let’s pay for it,” Hepcat 
said. 
 “Are you sure?” she 
asked. 
 “Yup, yup, yup,” Hepcat 
said — it’s what he always 
says when he wants to sound 
agreeable. 

Smartmom knew it was 
time to make a deci-
sion. She knew it was 

time to let go of this disagree-
ment and move on. Hand in 
hand (or was it only Smart-
mom’s imagination?), they 
walked over to a sales as-
sociate, paid for the couch 
and scheduled its delivery 
for exactly one week from 
that day.
 What a strange feeling 
to have finally made a de-
cision. The couch dilemma 
was over. What an accom-

plishment: progress. 
 When they got home, they 
told OSFO and Teen Spirit 
the good news. 
 “Why do we have to 
get a new couch?” OSFO 
whined. 
 “I protest the removal of 
our couch,” Teen Spirit said 
and walked into his room. 
 Smartmom hoped they’d 
eventually adjust to the new 
couch. But there was an even 
more pressing matter to at-
tend to. Smartmom e-mailed 
her friend Brooke Dramer — 
who had earlier expressed an 
interest in buying (believe it 
or not) the ratty old couch 
— and asked what she’d be 
willing to pay.

 “What’s it worth to us?” 
she wrote back in an e-mail. 
“Well, let’s get together soon 
so we can look at (and mea-
sure) the Green Couch. It 
would be especially fun if 
Dave and I could sit on it 
with Hepcat and discuss how 
proud we are to be part of the 
.81 percent that voted for the 
Rev. Billy for mayor.”
 “We’re thinking $300,” 
Smartmom replied. But 
Brooke wanted a measure-
ment before committing.
 “It’s 88 inches wide and 37 
inches deep. Can you come 
see it before Saturday?”
 “Oh, no! Eighty-eight 
inches is too big to fit with our 
furniture!” she wrote back. 

“Alas, the Saga of the Couch 
ends not with a bang, but a 
whimper. I would never stoop 
so low as to throw you a head-
line like ‘Size does matter.’ 
But in this case, the couch 
has to fit between an end 
table and an antique trunk 
— a space of less than 80 
inches.”

So for the first time, a 
woman was complain-
ing about something 

being eight inches longer 
than she wanted.
 Smartmom didn’t under-
stand why they couldn’t just 
move the end table and the 
antique trunk. But who was 
she to question the strange 
calculus of any relation-
ship? 
 Smartmom was glum. It 
wasn’t going to be quite so 
easy to sell their green leather 
couch. Maybe they’d have to 
give it away. Or leave it on the 
street. In less than 24 hours, 
their new couch would ar-
rive from Room & Board. 
 Smartmom was stressing. 
How would it look? Would 
it be comfortable? 
 Tune in next week …

out of the apart-
ment. 
 “We’ll be home 
in a half hour,” 
Smartmom told 
her. Sadly, their 
shopping trip 
was cut short. 
 “So should we 
buy it?” Smart-
mom asked ner-

PARENTKIDS SCHOOL STYLE TEENS CAMPS MUSIC

FRI, NOV. 27
 Learn about 

nature. Special Thanksgiv-
ing-themed program. Free 
with admission. Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant, (718) 735-4400], 
www.brooklynkids.org. 

SAT, NOV. 28
 Learn about 

nature. See Friday, Nov. 28.
 

Puppet show, “Peter and 
the Wolf” and “The Frog 
Prince.” $8 (kids, $7). Pup-
petworks [338 Sixth Ave., 
at Fourth Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 965-3391], 
www.puppetworks.org.

 Science power 
hour. Prospect Park Audu-
bon Center [Enter park at 
Lincoln Road and Ocean 
Avenue in Prospect Park, 
(718) 287-3400], www.
prospectpark.org/ 
audubon. 

 Subway art. How 
mosaic art beautifies sub-
way stations. $5 ($3 seniors 
and children). New York 
Transit Museum [Boerum 
Place and Schermerhorn 
Street in Downtown, (718) 
694-1600], www.mta.info/
mta/museum. 

SUN, NOV. 29
 Learn about 

nature. See Friday, Nov. 27.
 “Peter 

and the Wolf” and “The 
Frog Prince.” See Saturday, 
Nov. 28. 

 Science power 
hour. See Saturday, Nov. 
28.

 Subway art. See 
Saturday, Nov. 28. 

MON, NOV. 30
 Story time 

with Emily. Weekly event. 
Moxie Spot [81 Atlantic 
Ave. between Hicks and 
Henry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

TUES, DEC. 1

 “Motley, Mad and 
Marriage-Minded: A 
Shakespeare Vaudeville.” 
$7. Kumble Theater, Long 
Island University [1 Univer-
sity Plaza at Willoughby 
Street in Downtown, (718) 
488-1624], www.brooklyn.
liu.edu/KumbleTheater. 

 Storytime for kids. 
Weekly reading series. 
Free. Barnes & Noble 
Court Street [106 Court St. 
between Livingston and 
State streets in Downtown 
Brooklyn, (718) 246-4996]. 

 Singalong with 
Lloyd. Weekly event. 
Moxie Spot [81 Atlantic 
Ave. between Hicks and 
Henry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

WED, DEC. 2
 Storytime with Emily. 

Weekly event. Moxie Spot 
[81 Atlantic Ave. between 
Hicks and Henry streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
923-9710], themoxiespot.
com. 

THURS, DEC. 3
 Dance around 

with Nat. Weekly event. 
Moxie Spot [81 Atlantic 
Ave. between Hicks and 
Henry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

 Juggler 
Will Shaw. He really is 
awesome. $10. Brooklyn 
Lyceum [227 Fourth Ave. 
at President Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 857-4816], 
www.brooklynlyceum.com. 

 Learn basic 
electronics. Three weekly 
sessions will explore 
circuitry and everything 
else for ages 10–15. $100 
(suggested). The Doorway 
[210 23rd St. in Greenwood 
Heights, (410) 967-5207], 
www.partsandcrafts.org. 

FRI, DEC. 4
 Storytime with 

Emily. Weekly event. 
Moxie Spot [81 Atlantic 
Ave. between Hicks and 
Henry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

 Storytime for kids. 
”The Polar Express.” Free. 
Barnes and Noble Park 
Slope [267 Seventh Ave. at 
Sixth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 832-9066]. 

 “You’re a Good 
Man, Charlie Brown.” 
Classic family musical. $20. 
Heights Players [26 Willow 
Pl. between Joralemon and 
State streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 237-2752], 
www.heightsplayers.org. 

SAT, DEC. 5
 Breakfast with 

Santa. $15 (includes photo 
with Santa). New Utrecht 
Reformed Church [1831 
84th St. at 18th Avenue in 
Bensonhurst, (718) 331-
4399]. 

 Winter 
sports showcase. Free. 
Prospect Park’s Wollman 
Rink [Parkside and Ocean 
avenues in Flatbush, (718) 
287-3400]. 

 “Peter 
and the Wolf” and “The 
Frog Prince.” See Saturday, 
Nov. 28. 

 Musical Puppet 
Show with Mary Ellen. 
Free. Brooklyn Public 
Library’s Central branch 
[Grand Army Plaza at East-
ern Parkway in Park Slope, 
(718) 230-2100].

 Science power 
hour. See Saturday, Nov. 28.

 “You’re a Good 
Man, Charlie Brown.” See 
Friday, Dec. 4.

FAMILY CALENDAR

To list your event, visit: BrooklynPaper.com/events/submit

Call: 230-5255
763 President St. (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.)

DAY SCHOOL, INC.
A fully licensed and certified preschool

 2-4 year old programs
 Licensed teachers
 Optimal educational equipment
 Exclusive outdoor facilities
 Indoor Gym facilities

  2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days

 Spacious Classrooms

 Enriched Curriculum

 Caring, loving environment
WE DO FENCING BIRTHDAYS! 

Parties up to 20 kids 

Group Classes
    beginner to advanced, 7 years to adults

62 Fourth St (corner of Hoyt)  (718) 522-5822
www.BrooklynFencing.com

BROOKLYN
FENCING CENTER

interviewing workers and examining res-
taurants’ books.
 Still, none of the workers who spoke 
with The Brooklyn Paper bore ill will 
toward their employers — in fact, they 
were grateful for the money.
 “The boss looks for ways to help peo-
ple, actually. Here we are fine,” one em-
ployee who wished to remain anonymous 
said in Spanish. 
 The workers weren’t upset, but in Park 
Slope, where buying a Fair Trade heir-
loom tomato that costs $2.50 is a badge 
of honor, many were shocked to find 
that they were benefitting from a sys-
tem propped up on cheap labor.
 “In this community, this happens?” 
said Sheri Saltzberg, a 35-year resident of 
the neighborhood. “It makes me question 
how those restaurants treat their staff.”
 Others were disappointed that their 
favorite restaurants had been accused of 
such abuses.
 “I was sad because those were places 
I had gone to,” said David Chorlian, a 
member of the Park Slope Food Co-Op. 
“One of them was Miriam’s and another 

workers bad, why would they stay with 
me?”
 Indeed, some restaurants ended up 
on the list for seemingly minor infrac-
tions.
 Melissa Murphy, owner of Sweet Me-
lissa Patisserie said that her bakery cafe 
underpaid its workers by just $382 over 
two years. She attributed the mistake to 
clerical error.
 Minor or not, even tiny amounts of 
money are a big deal to immigrant work-
ers.
 “A lot of people with low skill lev-
els don’t have a lot of job options,” said 
Terri Gerstein, a deputy commissioner 
with the Department of Labor. “They’ll 
stay in a bad situation for fear of com-
plaining or retaliation from the govern-
ment.”
 Some Slope residents are talking boy-
cott, but most owners seem more con-
cerned with their profit margins than their 
tarnished reputations. Irene LoRe, the 
owner of Aunt Suzie’s, which allegedly 
underpaid its workers $10,196, even tes-
tified last week against a bill requiring 
paid sick days for workers (see story on 
this page).
 LoRe slammed the Labor Deparmtent 
for “just grabbing headlines during the 
Christmas season.”
 She added that she pays her workers 
fairly, but undocumented employees of-
ten lack supporting evidence.
 “[Labor] nails us on paperwork, so 
we can’t prove that we pay our workers 
fairly,” she said.
 In the end, it’s unlikely that any boy-
cott will take hold, added renowned res-
taurateur Alan Harding, best known for 
the now-closed Patois and the still hum-
ming Pacifico. Despite all the righteous 
chatter, customers are just like the res-
taurant owners — always trying to save 
a buck, he said.
 “There is this ‘Oh woe is the deliv-
eryman’ idea, but God forbid the turkey 
burger goes up $2 to reflect the required 
worker’s insurance and fair wage,” Hard-
ing said.
 And it’s not as though cheap, hard-
working labor is just going to disappear. 
As such,  Medina said he would fight the 
fines to the bitter end.
 “The immigrants I love,” he said. “It’s 
the Americans I hate.”

— with Aaron Short

was Aunt Suzie’s. I was stupidly sur-
prised that this happened.”
 Most of the fines were the result of 
excessive workweeks at salaries below 
the minimum wage. But roughly half of 
the underpaid wages were allegedly at 
two restaurants: Coco Roco and Olive 
Vine.
 The eateries were cited for underpay-
ing their workers a whopping $587,000. 
In one example, food deliverymen were 
paid a meager $210 for a 70-hour work-
week. The two restaurants’ abuses were 
so excessive, in fact, that the Labor De-
partment expanded its search to two other 
locations of both eateries, a spokesper-
son said.
 Coco Roco owner Zach Sonshine said 
only that there was a “misunderstand-
ing” with the Labor Department. Olive 
Vine Café did not return any calls.   
 Still, owners who did agree to talk bris-
tled at the notion that they were abusing 
their workers. 
 Martin Medina, the owner of Ra-
chel’s on Fifth Avenue and La Taque-
ria on Seventh Avenue, insisted that he 
treated his workers fairly and that they 

Continued from page 1

PARK SLOPERS SUFFER LABOR PAINS…

study last month that claims 
the bill would cost city busi-
nesses $332 million a year.
 The Institute for Women’s 
Policy Research study backs 
up some concerns that the 
bill is an economic plague 
to the borough’s businesses, 
but the group also pointed 

out the financial benefits to 
businesses that offer more 
sick days.
 And medical experts who 
testified before a Council 
committee last week backed 
up the group’s claim that the 
law helps overall productiv-
ity because healthy workers 

would no longer be catch-
ing bugs from their sick co-
workers.
 “The simplest, easiest, 
and most effective thing 
that can be done to contain 
[illness] is to make sure that 
those who need it can take 
a day off work,” said Victor 

Sidel, a doctor representing 
an umbrella group of physi-
cians.
 Hum said that the Cham-
ber has been lobbying mem-
bers of the Council and has 
been pleased that they’re lis-
tening, he said.
 But Working Families 

Party spokesman Dan Levi-
tan argued that the bill should 
not be watered down.
 “I think anyone can intu-
itively figure out that if it’s 
five work days out of 365 
work days in the day it’s a 
relatively small cost,” he 
said.

SICK-DAY SHOWDOWN
Chamber battles Council over extra pay

Aunt Suzie’s

Bogota Latin Bistro 

Nana
Olive Vine Café

Song

By Ivan Pereira
The Brooklyn Paper

 Brooklyn’s City Council 
delegation is pushing to give 
city’s workers more paid sick 
days, setting up a clash with 
the borough’s own Chamber 
of Commerce, which opposes 
the bill as too costly to Mom 
and Pop.
 The debate burst into pub-
lic view last Tuesday, when 
the Chamber and its allies 
squared off against 12 Brook-
lyn co-sponsors in consecu-
tive rallies at City Hall.
 The bill would require 
businesses with fewer than 
10 workers to give their em-
ployees five paid sick days a 
year while larger businesses 
would have to provide nine 
days.
 Chamber President Carl 
Hum said that bill is too strict 
for the small businesses in 
the borough that are strug-
gling with tight staff.
 “It’s just the wrong time 
to impose a mandate on the 
backs of small business,” he 
said.
 Hum added that the bill is 
unnecessary because roughly 
two-thirds of the Chamber’s 
1,110 members already offer 
paid sick leave — albeit not 
always as generously.
 “A lot of small businesses 
… may offer five days. With 
this they would have to offer 
four more days,” he said.
 Hum couldn’t be more 
wrong about the bill, its sup-
porters said.
 “We have more than a mil-
lion workers who are now 
forced to choose between 
their own health, their fam-
ily’s health, their co-work-
ers’ health, their custom-
ers’ health and keeping their 
job,” said Councilman-elect 
Brad Lander (D–Park Slope), 
whose support for the issue 
helped him win the endorse-
ment of the Working Fami-
lies Party, which has made 
the paid-sick-day law a ma-
jor initiative.
 Lander, who was part of 
the pro-bill rally last Tues-
day, is not the only Brooklyn 
elected to officially throw his 
support for more sick days. 
 Brownstone Brooklyn 
councilmembers Bill De-
Blasio (D–Park Slope), Le-
titia James (D–Clinton Hill) 
and David Yassky (D–Brook-
lyn Heights) have co-spon-
sored the bill along with eight 
other borough lawmakers.
 So which side is right? One 
independent group put out a 

Incoming Councilman Brad Lander (D–Park Slope) 
backs a Working Families Party initiative to in-
crease paid sick days, while the Brooklyn Chamber 
of Commerce, led by Carl Hum (right), does not.

Here are all the restaurants named by the state Labor Depart-
ment for allegedly underpaying workers and deliverymen.

FIFTH AVENUE SEVENTH AVENUE

Joe’s Pizza

Sette

Olive Vine Café

did not work excessive hours. Instead, he 
likened Labor Department inspectors to 
“meter maids” who bully small business 
owners and never leave without levying 

a fine.
 “They say I’m not paying overtime or 
giving lunch breaks, it’s a total lie!” said 
a fuming Medina. “If I was treating my 

 “They looked like rock world hipsters, 
but older,” Weinstein recalled.
 State police also thought something was 
out of the norm.
 The big break came when investigators 
allegedly spotted Lugo exiting the apart-
ment carrying two boxes to his car.
 State troopers stopped him on the Bronx 
side of Triboro Bridge, and allegedly found 

10 kilos of dope.
 Once he was was arrested, investigators 
went back to the apartment later in the day 
with a search warrant, and found the money 
and the additional kilos of the pure, uncut 
coke in a sauna, authorities said.
 The drug has a street value of approxi-
mately $3 million.
 Lugo’s court-appointed attorney refused 
to comment, and the private attorney for 
Olmedo, who allegedly told investigators 
he was the building’s super, could not be 
reached.

By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

 A bitter sibling rivalry has 
reached its climax at the be-
loved Cafe Regular in Park 
Slope, leaving the coffee 
bar’s enigmatic owner Mar-
tin O’Connell out and his sis-
ter now running the show.
 Anne O’Connell has 
wrested control of the Pa-
risien-styled 11th Street cafe 
from her brother, and has be-
gun an aesthetic overhaul that 
Cafe Regular fans are already 
boycotting.
 “Business has plummeted” 
since news of the ouster, said 
one concerned Regular regu-
lar. “People are staying away 
in protest.”
 The loyalty to Martin 
stems from his old-school 

approach that resisted pop-
ular frills such as offering 
wireless Internet or even hav-
ing an electronic cash regis-
ter.
 A worker said that Anne 
will begin the renovations 

over the Thanksgiving hol-
iday, when the café will be 
closed. A new cash register, 
countertop, Internet access 
and even uniforms — gasp! 
— are on the horizon.
 “Martin really doesn’t 

have anything to do with this 
place anymore,” said the em-
ployee, Caroline Cusano. “It’s 
really a mess, we don’t know 
what it’s going to look like 
when we come back [next 
week].”

 Cafe Regular owner 
Martin O’Connell has been ousted 
by his sister at the popular 11th 
Street coffee shop.
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COKE…

 Smartmom finally has a new couch.
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 Imagine how much better they would have 
been if John, Paul, George and Ringo had all 
been playing ukuleles.
 That’s pretty much the spirit behind the 13-
hour ukulele marathon of all 185 of the Fab Four’s 

original compositions 
next Sunday at Brook-
lyn Bowl.
 Organizer Roger 
Greenawalt (pictured) 
will start it all at 11 
am, plucking roughly 
15 songs per hour.
 As far-fetched as 
the idea may seem, the 

Williamsburg producer, who’s worked with Ben 
Kweller, and Iggy Pop among others, envisions 
the ukulele mania event as a happening akin to 
John Lennon and Yoko Ono’s bed-in. 
 But for guitarist Ryan Miller, it’s about the 
music. “The event seems kitschy, but it comes 
from a deep respect for the songs,” he said. 
“Less than a tribute to the instrument, it shows 
how these songs can live on something as di-
minutive as the ukulele.” 
 “Beatles Complete on Ukulele” concert at 
Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. between N. 11th 
and N. 12th streets in Williamsburg, (718) 963-
3369], Sunday, Dec. 6, 11 am-midnight, $10. 
For info, visit thebeatlescompleteonukulele.
blogspot.com.  — Sabrina Jaszi

 The title of Paul Auster’s new book, “In-
visible,” is not about a character that can’t be 
seen, but rather about the moments in a life 
that fly under the radar. 
 “Things can be going on right before you 
without you ever noticing,” the author of mys-
terious books as “The 
New York Trilogy” and 
“The Book of Illusions” 
said in a question-
and-answer session at 
Powerhouse Arena in 
DUMBO last week. 
 Like many of the 
Park Slope author’s 
works, “Invisible” 
steals the format of a detective novel, then 
violently shakes it apart.
 Adam Walker, its protagonist, is seen only 
through strained angles: a draft of his 1967 
memoir, and in recollections of friends.
 There’s love, murder and incest, but in the 
patchwork of contradictions that Auster con-
structs, there’s no room for a tidy resolution. 
One leaves the novel feeling that Walker’s life 
— like many — is one mystery stacked on an-
other, a giant, thick uncertainty.
 This is Auster’s 14th book, and he believes 
that he’s gotten better with age. 
 “When you’re a kid, you don’t know what 
you’re doing — and when you write, you feel 
as though you’re falling into a great pit of in-
competence and ambition,” he said. “It takes 
years to get comfortable.”
 “Invisible” ($25) is available at Powerhouse 
Books [37 Main St. at Water Street in DUMBO, 
(212) 604-9074]. — Sabrina Jaszi

By Will Yakowicz
The Brooklyn Paper

hether you’re a pool shark, a mark, 
or a stakehorse, Brooklyn’s pool 
halls are the best place to play a 

couple rounds. The stereotypes of the past 
— think Minnesota Fats playing in haze 
of cigarette smoke and spilled beer — 
are gone, replaced by people that may not 
know the rules, but are having fun.
 It’s still the same game of geometry, 
concentration, angles, and good aim in a 
dimly lit place, but now, billiards’ repu-
tation has a clean slate.
 “Thirty years ago, my dad never let 
me go into pool halls alone,” said Ross 
Banfield, who runs the largest amateur 
pool league in Brooklyn. “Now, it’s my 
full-time job.”
 Banfield spends almost every night of 
the year pushing a cue across felt some-
where in Brooklyn. Through his the Ameri-
can Poolplayers Association, with its 1,500 
members, Banfield has played on every re-
spectable (and, let’s face it, unrespectable) 
table from Greenpoint to Gravesend. 
 With his help, The Brooklyn Paper cre-
ated a list of the six best places to pot some 
balls. 

 Brooklyn has many mega-pool halls, 
but Platinum Café and Billiards in Sunset 
Park is the biggest of them all, with thou-
sands of square feet of space, 36 tables, 
a bar, a full kitchen, and a roof deck. 
 But Platinum also offers that bastardiza-
tion of good ol’ American pool: snooker. 
That’s the high-class British cousin of bil-
liards, featuring 15 red balls, six balls of 
different colors and a very specific or-
der for potting them all. (It’s a fun game 
— if you’re feeling Cockney.)
 “We are the biggest hall in Brooklyn, 
that’s all we have to say,” said James Lee, 
a manager. “If you’re British, American, 
or a Brooklynite, this place is for you.”

 Platinum Café and Billiards [225 47th 
St. near Third Avenue in Sunset Park, (718) 
439-7122]. Rates: Monday–Thursday, $5 
per person per hour; Friday–Sunday, $6.

 Midwesterners will feel right at home 
at Status Q Billiards — that rare pool hall 
that offers both tavern- and regulation-
sized tables. Apparently, that’s a big Mid-
western thing.
 In the case of this Bay Ridge haunt, 
Status Q has 10 of the regulation nine-
foot tables and two seven-footers.
 In keeping with the Midwestern bar 
feel of the place, there are big TVs that 

play every football game and is the only 
pool hall in Bay Ridge with a full bar. 
 “Status Q is a true blend of the two 
best things in the pool world,” said Mike 
Trig, a frequent player at the hall. “It is 
an original pool hall and a sports bar at 
the same time.”
 Status Q Billiards [8218 Third Ave. at 
83rd Street in Bay Ridge, (718) 836-0805]. 
Rates: Noon–8 pm, $8 for one table per 
hour; 8 pm–closing, $10.

 If you’re playing pool to drink, Sky-
line Billiards is not your place.
 This Bensonhurst pool hall is the real 

deal for real players. Its 17 tables are not 
only spaced far apart (eliminating the in-
evitable poke), but a handful are reserved 
for high-stakes games.
 Pros like Liz Ford, Caroline Pao, Mika 
Immonen, and Mark Vidal are there al-
most every week — but before you think 
of taking them on, consider that the pro-
fessional tables have smaller pockets.
 And it takes a full wallet to get into a 
game with the likes of those pros.
 Skyline Billiards [2515 McDonald Ave. 
between Avenues W and X in Benson-
hurst, (718) 627-3407]. Rates: Monday–
Thursday, $5.50 per person per hour; 

Bklyn takes pool back from the smoke-filled room

 When it opened in 2005 in a former syn-
ogogue, Deity was a velvet-rope-deploying, bot-
tle-service-offering nightclub on a formerly for-
gotten strip of Atlantic Avenue. But last month, 

owners Caio and Kris-
tine Dunson turned the 
main room into a cool 
and vaguely Manhattan-
ish space for dining.
 Cocktails — such 
as the stellar Red Hand 
(tequila, Liquore Strega, 
Campari, mint and sugar, 
$13) — were created by 
Thurman Wise, who 

takes his booze seriously (hence the tattoo on his 
arm of Jerry Thomas, the legendary barkeep).
 Rising culinary star Cesar Ramirez, of the 
nearby Brooklyn Fare, created the menu, which 
has many hits — guacamole and chip ($7) the 
deconstructed Caesar salad ($8), braised short 
ribs ($17) a burger ($13) — and a minor miss 
or two (skip the cod fritters, $12).
 At around 10 pm, the tempo and the volume 
go up a bit — a perfect mood enhancer for an 
after-dinner drink or dessert (or both — the 
“Cookies and milk” features a chocolate-chip 
sandwich with Bailey’s Irish Cream).
 Deity (368 Atlantic Ave. between Hoyt and 
Bond street in Boerum Hill, no phone). Closed 
Monday and Tuesday. For info, visit  www.
deitynyc.com.  — Gersh Kuntzman

278 FIFTH AVENUE, BROOKLYN
718.369.9527

345 Court Street
(at Union Street)
718-852-5015
Open 7 days for lunch & dinner 
Free Valet Parking

www.MarcoPoloRistorante.com

MARCO POLO
  Ristorante  

Enjoy our

Raw
Bar

With specials, 4–6:30 pm
in our bar and café

$1 Oysters
$1 Little Neck Clams ~ $1 Shrimp Cocktail

Hot Appetizers: $6
Baked Clams

Mozzarella Carrozza
Stuffed Mushrooms

Salads: $6

Cold Appetizers: $6
Mozzarella Caprese
Carpaccio di Polipo
Salmone Affumicato

Pastas: $6

PRESENTS

Brooklyn’s Best 
Friday Social

Starting at 6pm
Complimentary appetizers, 6pm–8pm

Infused martini madness all night, $5 special
Half-priced beer all night

Music by DJ spinning the favorites

NO. 1 FRONT STREET
is located on the corner of

Old Fulton Street & Front Street
718.625.0300

The Mac
Support Store

Brooklyn’s First 
Apple Authorized 
Repair Shop! 

 Mac and iPod Repair
Brand New Macs in Stock

 Mac Rentals and Loaners
 No Fee Mac Data Recovery
 Memory & Hard Drive Upgrades
 On-site Calls

168 7th Street and 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11215

718-312-8341
9–6 weekdays, 10–4 Saturday

www.macsupportstore.com 

By Will Yakowicz
The Brooklyn Paper

on’t know the name Jean Balukas? Then 
you don’t know jack about pool. Balukas, 
a Brooklyn native (how about a procla-

mation, Marty?), is simply the greatest female 
pool player ever, having won the US Open 
seven years in a row — the first at age 13! 
— six world championships, and won over 
100 professional first-place finishes. 
 But in 1988, she gave it all up — walking away 
from the only game she’d ever known. Why? 
You try to be a woman in a man’s game.  
 Balukas still owns Hall of Fame Billiards 
in Bay Ridge, and this week, she checked 
in with Will Yakowicz, a budding fan of the 
immortal game.
Brooklyn Paper: How has Brooklyn 

shaped you and your game?
Jean Balukas: One word I have to say is fuhged-
aboudit! That’s the Brooklyn word that shaped 
my game and confidence. But also my four 
brothers built in me a strong character, and I 
realized I could beat men. When you grow up 
in the city you have to be strong. I had some 
doubts, but I am a Brooklyn girl. It taught me 
how to be tough, standing up for yourself and 
have confidence while doing it.  
BP: Why don’t you sell booze at the 
oldest pool hall in Brooklyn?
JB: We’ve been struggling with the smoke-
filled image still to this day. We’ve wanted 
to keep our distance from it. My father was 
against liquor because he thought it could 
raise trouble, but most important, he wanted 
to keep his room wholesome, a place for 
family and kids. 

BP: Why is pool so challenging on a 
professional level?
JB: You have to sit in your chair maintain 
your composure. In baseball, you have your 
three strikes, or tennis you have to hit the 
ball back immediately. But in pool, if you 
miss your shot, you have to sit and watch 
someone else clean up the table.  
BP: What was the most exciting game 
you played in Hall of Fame?
JB: That was when Black Widow [Jeanette 
Lee] came in and challenged me. We shot a 
couple games of nine ball. I don’t remem-
ber the score, but I had to rack for her once 
[Balukas lost one game]. It was intense, but 
I couldn’t let her beat me in my room. 
BP: Why did you stop playing?
JB: It was after the 1988 Brunswick World 
Open.I was burnt out, frustrated, and I needed 
to take time away from the sport. Also, peo-
ple didn’t realize I was 28-years-old playing 
seriously since I was 9.  
BP: Will you ever play again?
JB: It’s a big question mark. I just turned 50; 
I might need glasses. But the most beautiful 
thing about this sport is that you can play 
forever. So I’m looking forward to the Se-
nior Olympics.

Meet Jean Balukas — a pool legend

Jean Balukas, a true professional 
pool pioneer, owns the Hall of Fame 
Billiards in Bay Ridge.
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See POOL on page 9
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Rack ’em up: Ocean’s 8 in Park Slope offers many diversions beyond pool, including bowling, video games and a full bar.
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FRI, NOV. 27
SANTA CLAUS: Receive store dis counts 

and meet Santa on his horse-drawn 
sleigh up and down Third Avenue. 
Noon-4:30 pm. For info, visit www.
thirdavenuebayridge.com. 

FILM, “PERSONA”: Part of the Liv Ull-
mann Retrospective. $11. 4:30, 6:50 
and 9:15 pm. Brooklyn Academy of 
Music [30 Lafayette Ave. near St. 
Felix Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4100], www.bam.org.

THEATER, “A STREETCAR NAMED 
DESIRE”: A revival directed by Liv 
Ullmann. $40-$120. 7:30 pm. BAM 
Harvey Theater [651 Fulton St. at 
Rockwell Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4100], www.bam.org.

CLASSICAL CONCERT: Mendels-
sohn’s “Songs Without Words.” 
$35. 8 pm. Bargemusic [Fulton Ferry 
Landing, Old Fulton Street and Fur-
man Street in DUMBO, (718) 624-
2083], www.bargemusic.org. 

THEATER, “THE NEW ELECTRIC 
BALLROOM”: A new play by Enda 
Walsh and the Druid Ireland com-
pany. 8 pm. St. Ann’s Warehouse 
[38 Water St. at Dock Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 254-8779], www.
stannswarehouse.org. 

SAT, NOV. 28

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “THE NEW ELECTRIC 

BALLROOM”: 2 pm. See Friday, 
Nov. 27.

THEATER, “A STREETCAR NAMED 
DESIRE”: 2 pm. See Friday, Nov. 27. 

MUSIC, PAPO VAZQUEZ PIRATES 
TROUBADOURS: $15 (suggested). 
3:30 pm. Jazz 966 [966 Fulton St. at 
St. James Place in Clinton Hill, (718) 
638-6910], www.illbrew.com. 

OPERA, “DON GIOVANNI”: Mozart’s 
classic. $20. 7 pm. Regina Hall [1230 
65th St. at 12th Avenue in Dyker 
Heights, (718) 232-3555], www.
reginaopera.org. 

THEATER, “A STREETCAR NAMED 
DESIRE”: 7:30 pm. See Fri, Nov. 27. 

CLASSICAL CONCERT: NEOS Quar-
tet. $40. 8 pm. Bargemusic [Fulton 
Ferry Landing, Old Fulton Street 
and Furman Street in DUMBO, (718) 
624-2083], www.bargemusic.org. 

THEATER, “THE NEW ELECTRIC 

Athanasius Church [61st Street and 
Bay Parkway in Bensonhurst, (718) 
236-0124]. 

ARTISTS AND FLEAS: See Saturday, 
Nov. 28. 

FARMERS MARKET: Free. 11 am–5 
pm. J.J. Byrne Park (Fifth Avenue 
and Fourth Street in Park Slope). 

OTHER
DUTCH DIARY EXHIBITION: “Pages 

of the Past — The Breukelen Ad-
ventures of Jasper Danckaerts, 
diaries and drawings.” 10 am-5 pm. 
Brooklyn Historical Society [128 
Pierrepont St. at Clinton Street in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 222-4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

QUILTING WORKSHOP: Noon-4 pm. 
See Saturday, Nov. 28. 

FILM, “SCENES FROM A MAR
RIAGE”: Part of the Liv Ullmann 
Retrospective. $11. 2, 5:30 and 9 
pm. Brooklyn Academy of Music [30 
Lafayette Ave. near St. Felix Street 
in Fort Greene, (718) 636-4100], 
www.bam.org. 

MON, NOV. 30
FILM, “SARABAND”: Part of the Liv 

Ullmann Retrospective. $11. 4:30, 
6:50 and 9:15 pm. Brooklyn Acad-
emy of Music [30 Lafayette Ave. 
near St. Felix Street in Fort Greene, 
(718) 636-4100], www.bam.org. 

READING, ABBY SHER: Author of 
“Amen, Amen, Amen.” $5. 7:30 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 638-
4400], www.unionhallny.com. 

TUES, DEC. 1
HEALTH, FREE MASSAGES: Free. 11 

am-5 pm. Sage Spa [405 Fifth Ave, 
in Park Slope, (718) 832-2030]. 

FILM, “SMILES OF A SUMMER 
NIGHT”: Bergman’s romantic mis-
adventure. Free. 6:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Public Library’s Central branch 
[Grand Army Plaza at Eastern Park-
way in Park Slope, (718) 230-2100]. 

THEATER, “A STREETCAR NAMED 
DESIRE”: 7:30 pm. See Friday, 
Nov. 27. 

FUN LECTURES ON DEATH: The 
monthly Adult Education lecture 
series. $5. 7:30 pm. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638-4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

READING, ELYSSA EAST: Author of 
“Dogtown: Death and Enchantment 
in a New England Ghost Town.” 
Free. 7:30 pm. Word [126 Franklin 
St. at Milton Street in Greenpoint, 
(718) 383-0096], wordbrooklyn.
wordpress.com. 

HOLIDAY TREE LIGHTING: Toys, 

Lee’s classic — with a post-screening 
discussion. Free. 6 pm. Brooklyn So-
ciety for Ethical Culture [53 Prospect 
Park West at Second Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 768-2972], www.bsec.org. 

SUN, NOV. 29

PERFORMANCE
CLASSICAL CONCERT: NEOS Quar-

tet. $40. 3 pm. Bargemusic [Fulton 
Ferry Landing, Old Fulton Street 
and Furman Street in DUMBO, (718) 
624-2083], www.bargemusic.org. 

OPERA, “DON GIOVANNI”: 3 pm. 
See Saturday, Nov. 28. 

THEATER, “A STREETCAR NAMED 
DESIRE”: 3 pm. See Friday, Nov. 27. 

THEATER, “THE NEW ELECTRIC 
BALLROOM”: 4 pm. See Friday, 
Nov. 27. 

MUSIC, ORLANDO LE FLEMING 
QUARTET: Featuring Lage Lund, 
Will Vinson and Orlando le Fleming. 
Free. 8:30 pm and 10:30 pm. 
Freddy’s Backroom [485 Dean 
St. at Sixth Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 622-7035], www.
freddysbackroom.com. 

SALES AND MARKETS
 See Saturday, 

Nov. 28. 
CHRISTMAS FAIR: 9 am-4 pm. St. 

BALLROOM”: 8 pm. See Fri, Nov. 27. 

SALES AND MARKETS
 Free. 9 am-5 

pm. PS 321 schoolyard (Seventh Av-
enue and First Street in Park Slope), 
www.parkslopefleamarket.com. 

PARK SLOPE GREENMARKET: Brook-
lyn’s answer to Union Square. 9 
am-4 pm. Grand Army Plaza [Union 
Street at Flatbush Avenue in Park 
Slope, (212) 788-7900], cenyc.org. 

BROOKLYN FLEA: Free. 10 am-5 pm. 
Bishop Loughlin HS (357 Clermont 
Ave. at Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene), www.brownstoner.com/
brooklynflea. 

ARTISTS AND FLEAS: Free. 11 am-6 
pm. (129 N. Sixth St. between Bed-
ford Avenue and Berry Street in Wil-
liamsburg), www.artistsandfleas.com. 

OTHER
QUILTING WORKSHOP: Noon-4 pm. 

Lefferts Historic Homestead [Inside 
park on Flatbush Avenue near Em-
pire Bouelvard in Prospect Park, (718) 
965-8999], www.prospectpark.org. 

FILM, “HOUR OF THE WOLF”: Part 
of the Liv Ullmann Retrospective. 
$11. 4:30, 6:50 and 9:15 pm. Brooklyn 
Academy of Music [30 Lafayette Ave. 
near St. Felix Street in Fort Greene, 
(718) 636-4100], www.bam.org. 

FILM, “DO THE RIGHT THING”: Spike 

WHERE TO
FRIDAY
November 27

Stellaaaa!
It’s one of the great-
est American dramas 
of all time. It’s 
directed by one of 
the greatest film stars 
in history. And it stars 
one of the hottest 
actresses working 
today. Do you really 
need us to tell you to 
see the revival of Ten-
nessee Williams’s “A 
Streetcar Named 
Desire,” directed by 
Liv Ullmann and star-
ring Cate Blanchett? 
It opens tonight, 
prompting a month 
of “Stellaaaaa!” jokes.

7:30 pm. “A Streetcar 
Named Desire” at BAM 
Harvey Theater [651 
Fulton St. at Rockwell 
Place in Fort Greene, 
(718) 636-4100]. Tickets, 
$40-$120.

SATURDAY
November 28

Spike jones
It’ll probably seem 
quaint and dated 
now, but we’re defi-
nitely heading for the 
screening of Spike 
Lee’s masterpiece, 
“Do the Right Thing” 
today at the Ethical 
Culture Society. The 
movie, which stars 
Danny Aiello as a rac-
ist pizzeria owner and 
Lee as a racial arson-
ist, is a veritable caul-
dron of the kind of 
racial tension that we 
just don’t see any-
more (yeah, right). It’s 
also very very funny.

6 pm. “Do the Right 
Thing” at Brooklyn 
Society for Ethical 
Culture [53 Prospect Park 
West at Second Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 768-
2972]. Free.

SUNDAY
November 29

Marital 
malaise
Let’s face it, Ingmar 
Bergman is rarely a 
barrel of laughs. But 
get set for three 
hours of agony — 
classic agony, though! 
— when BAM 
unspools the Swedish 
maestro’s master-
piece, “Scenes from a 
Marriage,” starring 
the impeccable Liv 
Ullmann. The best 
thing that can be said 
for the loveless mar-
riage on screen is that 
it makes all of our 
unions look better by 
comparison.

2, 5:30 and 9 pm. “Scenes 
from a Marriage” at Brook-
lyn Academy of Music [30 
Lafayette Ave. near St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4100]. Tickets, $11. 

THURSDAY
December 3

Good seat 
available
Take the intimacy of 
watching a video on 
your iPhone and cross 
it with the electricity of 
a live theatrical perfor-
mance and you have 
“Theater for One,” a 
traveling drama booth 
that allows one audi-
ence member (you) to 
watch a five-minute live 
show with one actor. 
The performances 
change, so make sure 
to fill this house a few 
times before the all-
day run ends.

12:30-6 pm. “Theater for 
One” at the Voorhees 
Theatre (186 Jay St. in 
Downtown Brooklyn). 
Free. For info, visit www.
theatreforone.com. 

FRIDAY
December 4

A ‘Chronic’ 
problem
F. Scott Fitzgerald 
never finished “The 
Last Tycoon” (be cause 
he died) and we never 
finished “Moby Dick” 
(be cause we’re lame). 
But what’s Jonathan 
Lethem’s excuse for 
not coming close to 
finishing his marathon 
reading of his new 
book, “Chronic City”? 
Tonight, the Bard of 
Boerum Hill tries to 
read almost half of this 
doorstopper in one 
long mega-session.

7 pm. Jonathan Lethem 
finishes “Chronic City.” 
BookCourt [163 Court St. 
between Pacific and 
Dean streets in Cobble 
Hill, (718) 875-3677], 
www.bookcourt.org. 

EDITORS’ PICKS

See 9 DAYS on page 10

SUN, NOV. 29
 Weekly open call to 

have your car, truck, bike or elec-
tronics etched for security pur-
poses. Or make an appointment for 
other times. Free. 6-9 pm. 76th 
Precinct stationhouse [191 Union St., 
between Henry and Hicks streets in 
Carroll Gardens, (718) 834-3211]. 

TUES, DEC. 1

 Monthly 

meeting. 6 pm. Long Island University 
[Flatbush Avenue at DeKalb Avenue in 
Downtown Brooklyn, (718) 596-5410]. 

 Monthly full 
board meeting. 6:30 pm. Swingin’ 
Sixties Senior Center [211 Ainslie St. 
at Manhattan Avenue in Williams-
burg, (718) 389-0009]. 

 
Monthly meeting. 7:30 pm. 76th 
Precinct Stationhouse [191 Union St. 
between Hicks and Henry streets in 
Carroll Gardens, (718) 834-3207]. 

WED, DEC. 2
 Vehicle etching. See 

Sunday, Nov. 29.

 Monthly meeting. 6 pm. 
Brooklyn Hospital [DeKalb Avenue 
at St. Felix Street in Fort Greene, 
(718) 596-5410]. 

THURS, DEC. 3
 

Monthly meeting. 7:30 pm. Carroll 
Park Park House [Smith Street be tween 
President and Carroll streets in Carroll 
Gardens, (718) 625-5424]. 
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A.I.R. GALLERY
AMOS ENO GALLERY
BOSE PACIA
BROOKLYN ARTS COUNCIL
BROOKLYN ART PROJECT
CENTRAL BOOKING
DUMBO ARTS CENTER 

GALAPAGOS ART SPACE
GIACOBETTI-PAUL GALLERY
HENRY GREGG GALLERY
KLOMPCHING GALLERY   
MAGASIN TOTALE

MELVILLE HOUSE
MIGHTY TANAKA
POWERHOUSE ARENA
RABBITHOLE STUDIO
RANDALL SCOTT GALLERY
REBAR
SMACK MELLON
SPEAK LOW
SPRING

UMBRAGE GALLERY
UNDERWATER LOUNGE
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PARTICIPANTS CHECK INDIVIDUAL WEBSITES FOR UP-TO-DATE INFO

F  to York St. | A C  to High St. (Cadman Plaza W exit) | 2 3  to Clark St.

Exhibits, Screenings, Live Music, Curator Talks, 
Drink Specials & More!

Sponsored by  TWO TREES

Organic Indian Food
The Only Organic Indian Food in NYC

FREEDELIVERY
15 blocks N, W, S, E 

of the restaurant

Chef with 
35 YEARS 

experience with 
Indian cooking

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Mon–Sat: 1pm–Midnight

Sun: Noon–10pm

CATERING AND 
BIG PARTIES 

with discount prices

718.388.3021
513 Grand Street, Brooklyn

List your event: Calendar@cnglocal.com.

 Santa will be all over Bay Ridge on Friday, Nov. 27.

 T
o

m
 C

al
la

n

NY’s Best 
Bookstore
For & About 
Children

Bank Street Bookstore
www.BankStreetBooks.com

CORNER  212/678-1654

u 60,000 Titles
u Knowledgeable Staff
u Gift Certificates

u Wrapping
u Phone Orders
u Shipping Worldwide
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Enjoy Frozen Margaritas, 
Piña Coladas, Daiquiris, 
Sangria & Mexican Beer

♦ ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦

♦ ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH, DINNER, SUNDAY BRUNCH, PRIVATE PARTIES

Fiesta Fridays!

at the Bar 
all for $350 each

Every Friday 3-7pm
To top off the occasion, 

order food from our
“Mexican Side” of the menu at

½ PRICE!

Fiesta Fridays!

114 Bay Ridge Avenue
(718) 833-8865
www.CasaPepe.com

NOW TAKING RESERVATIONS 
FOR HOLIDAY PARTIES

Follow South Street Seaport on Facebook

Tree Lighting Ceremony 

Friends and Family Discounts

Big Apple Chorus Tree 
Performances

Storytime with Santa

195 Fifth Ave. 

Rated “Excellent” by Zagat
Rated “Number 1 Sandwich” by Cityseach

FREE 
Draft Micro Brew

($5.50 value)
with any check of $15 or more
(Offer good with presentation of this ad. Not to be 

combined with other offers. Offer expires 12/20/09)

FREE order of our 
BELGIAN FRIES

($3.50 value)
with any sandwich or large salad
(Offer good with presentation of this ad. Not to be 

combined with other offers. Offer expires 12/20/09)

10018 Fourth Ave. (at 101 St.)  Bay Ridge
(718) 833-1313

RESTAURANT/BAR

Serving Lunch and Dinner
Private Parties

Friday–Sunday, $6.50.

 Pool skills as beautiful as 
yours deserve a pretty table.
 Gotham City Billiards 
has it — a decades-old, hand 
crafted Vitalie that’s so beau-
tiful that no one even wants 
to play on it.
 “People are scared of the 
table,” said co-owner Isa-
bella Buckley. “You have 
to be very, very good.” 
 If you’re not as good, take 
a regular table — and thanks 
to Gotham City’s 1,000 in-
structional books, you can 
get ready for the big time.
 Gotham City Billiards 
[93 Avenue U between W. 
Ninth and W. 10th streets in 
Gravesend, (718) 714-1002]. 
Rates: Before 6 pm, $4.50 
per person per hour; after 6 
pm, $5.

 You can’t talk about pool in 
Brooklyn unless you talk about 
Hall of Fame Billiards. 
 Not only is it one of the 
oldest pool halls in the city, 
but it’s owned by the best fe-
male pool player ever — the 
Brooklyn native, Jean Balu-
kas (see interview).
 Sure, Balukas won the US 
Open at age 13 and later be-
came a five-time Player of 
the Year — but she got her 
start right here, playing at 
age 4 at the 45-year-old pool 
hall owned by her dad.
 Today, Balukas still pre-
sides over its 42 pool tables 
and six Ping Pong tables — 
and maintains the no booze 
rule.

 Hall of Fame Billiards 
[505 Ovington Ave. at Fifth 
Avenue in Bay Ridge, (718) 
921-2694]. Rates: Monday–
Thursday, $10 per table per 
hour. Friday-Sunday, $12.

 Ocean’s 8 in Park Slope 
fully demonstrates the trans-
formation of the sport that 
followed the release of “The 
Color of Money” in 1986. As 
a result of Tom Cruise and 
Paul Newman shooting rack 
after rack (and always get-
ting the girl, by the way), 
pool took a huge leap in pop-
ularity that encouraged old-
style pool halls to get with 
the smoke-free times.
 At Ocean’s 8, that means 
a full sports bar, plus 27 pool 
tables, six Ping Pong tables, 
three air hockey tables, and 
two bowling lanes. 
 This place has a lively so-
cial scene even without the 
table games.
 Formerly Brownstone Bil-
liards, owner Frank Violante 
grew up with pool.
 “I remember the real pool 
hall; if you talked, you were 
thrown out,” he said. “But 
the game has changed and 
we had to change with the 
times or pack up. You can 
bring four people here and 
every one of them can play 
a different sport, eat, and 
drink. In golf, they call it a 
hole-in-one, but here I call 
it an all-in-one.”
 To celebrate the joint’s 
20th anniversary, everything 
from billiards to burgers is 
20 percent off on Tuesdays 
for the rest of the year. 
 Ocean’s 8 [308 Flatbush 
Ave. near Seventh Avenue 
in Park Slope, (718) 857-
5555]. Rates: $6 per person 
per hour.

Continued from page 7

 Even if you don’t know art, you 
know Jonathan Blum.
 The affable painter made his name 
with whimsical portraits of dogs, cats, 
rabbis and other “pets.” But part of 
the credit for Blum’s ubiquity stems 
from a seemingly random decision he 
made in 1999 to rent a storefront on 
Park Slope’s Fifth Avenue instead of 
renting a conventional art studio.
 “In retrospect, that was the most 
important decision that I ever made 
as an artist,” said the prolific Blum, 
who is the subject of a 10-year ret-
rospective that will run from Dec. 
3-Jan. 14. “I had just moved from 
Washington, DC to Brooklyn and 
I was thinking, ‘What have I done? 
The last thing New York needs is an-
other artist.’ But once the storefront 
opened, it all changed.”
 Blum’s spot between First and Sec-
ond streets has a sign on the door that 
reads, “Open by appointment and by 

luck,” but you don’t have to own a 
crystal ball to spot Blum painting 
away most nights after 10 pm.
 “People stop by and talk — and 
that’s why this is such a great thing,” 
he said. “What began as a random 
act — renting that storefront — has 
created an entirely different idea of 
what a working artist is.”
 His work is not highbrow, but it cer-
tainly is arresting. A series of paint-
ings of dogs with watermelons on 
their heads looks great in the nurs-
ery, while his portraits of rabbis and 
other religious figures offers a relief 
from the stiff reverence of most re-
ligious art.
 Opening party for Jonathan 
Blum’s “Rabbis, Goats and Other 
Char  acters” at the Green Build-
ing [450 Union St. at Bond Street 
in Gowanus, (917) 855-6564] from 
6:30 pm to after midnight.  
 — Gersh Kuntzman
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SUBSCRIBE YOUR BOARD: 
http://bit.ly/HabitatSubscribe

BOARD SUBSCRIPTION $65 includes 4 print and digital 
editions each month, FREE access to 

Habitat’s Online Article Archives

OR CALL: 800-358-9116

Being on your co-op or condo 
board just got a whole lot easier

THE 2009 MANAGEMENT SURVEY

SUBSCRIBE NOW!
NYC’s Only Magazine
For Co-op and Condo Board 
Directors & Managers

WWW.HABITATMAG.COM

Call to schedule your
free consultation:

COLLEGE of DENTISTRY
345 East 24th Street

NEW YORK UNIVERSITY

  Have you thought about improving your smile? 
   What are you waiting for?
   

   

  
  
   Talk to the experts. 

 
  (212) 998-9700

GENERAL COSMETIC
SKIN CARE SPECIALISTS

Botox
Juvederm/Restylane

Chemical peels
Laser hair removal

Spider veins
Scar and blemish removal

Acne.  Herpes
Warts.  Moles

Skin cancer screening
Keloid treatments

ALAN KLING, MD
Board-Certified Dermatologist

NICOLE DeVINCENTIS, PA

718-636-0425
27 EIGHTH AVE (AT LINCOLN PL)
PARK SLOPE, BKLYN
212-288-1300
1000 PARK AVE (AT 84TH ST)
MANHATTAN, NY
DAY AND EVENING HOURS
PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
INSURANCE ACCEPTED FOR MEDICAL SERVICES

Santa and light refresh-
ments. 7:30 pm. Gazebo 
(89th Street at Shore Road 
in Bay Ridge). 

THEATER, “THE NEW ELEC
TRIC BALLROOM”: See 
Friday, Nov. 27. 

WED, DEC. 2
DUTCH DIARY EXHIBITION: 

See Sunday, Nov. 29. 
THEATER, “A STREETCAR 

NAMED DESIRE”: 2 pm. 
See Friday, Nov. 27. 

READING, LARA VAPNEK: 
Author of “Breadwinners — 
Working Women and Eco-
nomic Independence, 1865–
1920.” 7 pm. BookCourt 
[163 Court St. between 
Pacific and Dean streets in 
Cobble Hill, (718) 875-3677], 
www.bookcourt.org. 

JAZZ ENSEMBLE AND CHO
RUS CONCERT: Free. 7 
pm. Kumble Theater, Long 
Island University [1 Univer-
sity Plaza at Willoughby 
Street in Downtown, (718) 

488-1624], www.brooklyn.
liu.edu/KumbleTheater. 

THEATER, “A STREETCAR 
NAMED DESIRE”: See Fri-
day, Nov. 28. 

MUSIC, THE MOUNTAIN 
GOATS: $22.50 (sold out). 
7:30 pm. The Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643-6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

THEATER, “THE NEW ELEC
TRIC BALLROOM”: See 
Friday, Nov. 27. 

THEATER, “BRIEF ENCOUN
TER”: Multi-media theater 
piece based on the famous 
David Lean’s famous film. 
$57-$80. 8 pm. St. Ann’s 
Warehouse [38 Water St. 
at Dock Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 254-8779], www.
stannswarehouse.org. 

MUSIC, ROOTS AND 
RUCKUS: Weekly Ameri-
can folk showcase. $5. 9 
pm. Jalopy [315 Columbia 
St. at Woodhull Street 
in Columbia Street Wa-
terfront, (718) 395-3214], 
www.jalopy.biz. 

THURS, DEC. 3
DUTCH DIARY EXHIBITION: 

See Sunday, Nov. 29. 

THEATER, “THEATER FOR 
ONE”: Unique show 
with one actor and one 
audience member. Free. 
12:30-6 pm. Voorhees The-
atre (186 Jay St. in Down-
town Brooklyn), www.
theatreforone.com. 

CLASSICAL GREEK DRAMA: 
”The Antigone Project.” 
Free. 4 and 7 pm. St. 
Francis College [Remsen 
Avenue and Court Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
489-5214]. 

READING, ANNE PHELAN: 
Playwright will read and 
serve soup. Free. 5 pm. 
Open Space Gallery [255 
17th St. between Fifth 
and Sixth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 522-4696], 
www.dancewave.org. 

ART OPENING: Jonathan 
Blum’s “Rabbis, Goats and 
Other Characters.” 6:30 
pm. The Green Building 
[450 Union St. at Bond 
Street in Gowanus, (917) 
855-6564]. 

FILM, “FAITHLESS”: Part of 
the Liv Ullmann Retrospec-
tive. $11. 6:30 and 9:30 
pm. Brooklyn Academy of 
Music [30 Lafayette Ave. 
near St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4100], 

www.bam.org. 
READING, LIBBA BRAY AND 

DAVID LEVITHAN: Au-
thors of “Going Bovine” 
and “Love is the Higher 
Law.” 7 pm. BookCourt 
[163 Court St. between 
Pacific and Dean streets 
in Cobble Hill, (718) 875-
3677], www.bookcourt.org. 

BIG BAND CONCERT: $5. 7 
pm. Brooklyn Center for 
the Performing Arts [2900 
Bedford Ave. at Campus 
Road in Midwood, (718) 
951-4500], www.brooklyn-
center.com. 

DISCOUNTED SHOPPING 
NIGHT: Annual “Snowflake 
Celebration” in Park Slope. 
Free. 7 pm. Various loca-
tions, www.theatreforone.
com. 

MUSIC, MARK WINKLER: 
Singer and lyricist per-
forms. Free. 7 pm. Brook-
lyn Public Library’s Central 
branch [Grand Army Plaza 
at Eastern Parkway in Park 
Slope, (718) 230-2100]. 

ART OPENING: Belfast Pho-
tographer Frankie Quinn. 
Free. 7 pm. Brooklyn Ly-
ceum [227 Fourth Ave. at 
President Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 857-4816], 
www.brooklynlyceum.com. 

LANI: Author of “Endur-
ance: Down and Dirty 
Off-Road Racing.” Free. 7 
pm. PowerHouse Arena [37 
Main St. at Water Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 666-3049], 
www.powerhousearena.
com. 

TRIVIA NIGHT: To benefit the 
Greenpoint Soup Kitchen. 
$5 per person. 7 pm. tdb 
bar [224 Franklin St at 
Green Street in Green-
point, (646) 492.2316]. 

THEATER, “A STREETCAR 
NAMED DESIRE”: 7:30 
pm. See Friday, Nov. 28. 

READING, DAVID ELLIS 
DICKERSON: Author of 
“House of Cards: Love, 
Faith, and Other Social 
Expressions.” Free. 7:30 
pm. Word [126 Franklin St. 
at Milton Street in Green-
point, (718) 383-0096], 
wordbrooklyn.wordpress.
com. 

THEATER, “THE NEW ELEC
TRIC BALLROOM”: See 
Friday, Nov. 27. 

THEATER, “BRIEF ENCOUN
TER”: See Wednesday, 
Dec. 2. 

THEATER, “THE JUDGMENT 
OF PARIS”: Skin-loving 
Company XIV offers a new 
show. $25. 8 pm. Company 
XIV (303 Bond St. in Carroll 
Gardens), www.Compa-
nyXIV.com. 

BRAZILIAN JAZZ NIGHT: Luiz 
Simas Trio performs. $25 
($20 senior, $10 student). 
8 pm. Bargemusic [Fulton 
Ferry Landing, Old Fulton 
Street and Furman Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 624-2083], 
www.bargemusic.org. 

READING, JESSE KATZ: 
Author of “The Opposite 
Field.” Free. 8 pm. Spoon-
bill and Sugertown [218 
Bedford Ave. in Williams-
burg, (718) 387-7322]. 

FRI, DEC. 4
HOLIDAY SALE: Shona sculp-

tures. 1 pm. CAMBA [19 
Winthrop St. between Flat-
bush and Bedford avenues 
in Flatbush, (718) 287-
2600], www.camba.org. 

FILM, “THE PASSION OF 
ANNA”: Part of the Liv 
Ullmann Retrospective. 
$11. 4:30, 6:50 and 9:15 
pm. Brooklyn Academy of 
Music [30 Lafayette Ave. 
near St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4100], 
www.bam.org. 

READING, JONATHAN LE
THEM: Author of “Chronic 
City.” 7 pm. BookCourt 
[163 Court St. between 
Pacific and Dean streets 
in Cobble Hill, (718) 875-
3677], www.bookcourt.org. 

MUSTACHE CONTEST: 
A fundraiser for 
DonorsChoose.org. $20. 
7 pm. Galapagos Art 
Space [16 Main St. at 
Water Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 222-8500], www.
galapagosartspace.com. 

BROOKLYN FILM & ARTS 
FESTIVAL: Documentaries 
on the theme “Brooklyn 
Back in The Day.” 7-10 pm. 
Brooklyn Historical Soci-
ety [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222-4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

COUNTRY BLUES GUITARIST 
STEFAN GROSSMAN: $15. 
7:30 pm. Brooklyn Society 
for Ethical Culture [53 Pros-
pect Park West at Second 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
768-2972], www.gchmusic.
org. 

THEATER, “A STREETCAR 
NAMED DESIRE”: 7:30 
pm. See Friday, Nov. 27. 

OPERA, “ARIADNE AUF 
NAXOS”: Strauss’s master-
piece. $20. 7:30 pm. Brook-
lyn Lyceum [227 Fourth 
Ave. at President Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 857-4816], 
www.brooklynlyceum.com. 

THEATER, “THE NEW ELEC
TRIC BALLROOM”: See 
Friday, Nov. 27. 

THEATER, “BRIEF ENCOUN
TER”: See Wednesday, 
Dec. 2. 

THEATER, “LE SERPENT 
ROUGE”: Skin-loving 
Company XIV reprises 
last year’s hit. $25. 8 pm. 
Company XIV (303 Bond St. 
in Carroll Gardens), www.
CompanyXIV.com. 

CLASSICAL CONCERT: 
Works by Brahms and 
Beethoven. $35 ($30 se-
nior, $15 student). 8 pm. 
Bargemusic [Fulton Ferry 
Landing, Old Fulton Street 
and Furman Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 624-2083], 
www.bargemusic.org. 

JAZZ SHOW: Ryan Scott per-
forms. Free. 9 pm. BAM 
Café [30 Lafayette Ave. 
at Ashland Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 230-4100], 
www.bam.org. 

Continued from page 8

SAT, DEC. 5

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
FORAGING TOUR: Eat wild 

persimmons with Wildman 
Steve Brill. $15. 11:45 am. 
Prospect Park [Grand Army 
Plaza at Eastern Parkway in 
Park Slope, (914) 835-2153], 
www.wildmanstevebrill.com. 

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “THE NEW ELEC

TRIC BALLROOM”: 2 pm. 
See Saturday, Nov. 28. 

THEATER, “BRIEF ENCOUN
TER”: 2 pm. See Wednes-
day, Dec. 2. 

CHIT’S WILD CHRISTMAS 
BINGE”: A revival of Chris-
topher Durang’s Dickensian 
spoof. $18. 2 pm. Gallery 
Players [199 14th St., be-
tween Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, (212) 
352-3101], galleryplayers.com. 

THEATER, “A STREETCAR 
NAMED DESIRE”: 2 pm. 
See Friday, Nov. 27. 

DANCE FUNDRAISER: Per-
formance and benefit for 
Dancewave. $10. 2:30 pm. 
PS 77 [62 Park Pl. between 
Fifth and Sixth avenues in 
Park Slope, (718) 522-4696], 
www.dancewave.org. 

THEATER, “SNOW WHITE”: 
Skin-loving Company 
XIV offers a new look 
at a classic. $20. 3 pm. 
Company XIV (303 Bond 
St. in Carroll Gar dens), 
www.CompanyXIV.com. 

THEATER, “A STREETCAR 
NAMED DESIRE”: 7:30 
pm. See Friday, Nov. 27. 

NORTH SHORE POPS CON
CERT BAND: Free. 7:30 
pm. New Utrecht Reformed 
Church [1827 84th St. at 
18th Avenue in Benson-
hurst, (718) 256-7173]. 

THEATER, “THE NEW ELEC
TRIC BALLROOM”: 8 pm. 
See Friday, Nov. 27. 

THEATER, “BRIEF ENCOUN
TER”: 8 pm. See Wednes-
day, Dec. 2. 

CRATCHIT’S WILD 
CHRISTMAS BINGE”: 8 
pm. See info above. 

MAS, ANOTHER SHOW”: 
Holiday-themed musical 
revue. $10. 8 pm. Salem 
Lutheran Church [450 67th 
St. between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 680-6949], www.
narrowscommunitytheater.
com. 

THEATER, “THE JUDGMENT 
OF PARIS”: Skin-loving 
Company XIV offers a new 
show. 8 pm. See Thurs, 
Dec. 3. 

OPERA: Mozart’s “Le Nozze 
Di Figaro.” $10. 8 pm. Brook-
lyn Center for the Perform-
ing Arts [2900 Bedford Ave. 
at Campus Road in Mid-
wood, (718) 951-5286]. 

MUSIC, SALSA CONGRESS: 
The third-annual salsa 
spectacular. $20. 8 pm-3 
am. Brooklyn Masonic 
Temple (317 Clermont 
Ave. at Lafayette Avenue 
in Fort Greene), www.
masonicboom.com. 

JAZZ SHOW: Jen Chapin, 
daughter of Harry, per-
forms. Free. 9 pm. BAM 
Café [30 Lafayette Ave. 
at Ashland Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 230-4100], 
www.bam.org. 

SALES AND MARKETS
 9 

am-5 pm. See Saturday, 
Nov. 28. 

PARK SLOPE GREENMAR
KET: Brooklyn’s answer to 
Union Square. 9 am-4 pm. 
See Saturday, Nov. 28. 

CHRISTMAS BOUTIQUE: 
9:30 am-4 pm. St. Mary’s 
Church [Ridge Boulevard 
and 81st Street in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 238-8008]. 

BROOKLYN FLEA: 10 am-5 
pm. See Saturday, Nov. 28. 

CRAFTS FAIR: $10. 10 am-5 
pm. St. Andrew the Apos-
tle Church [6713 Ridge 
Blvd. in Bay Ridge, (718) 
680-1010]. 

ARTISTS AND FLEAS: 11 am-6 
pm. See Saturday, Nov. 28. 

HOLIDAY BAZAAR: 11 am-5 
pm. St. Luke’s Lutheran 
Church [259 Washington 
Ave. between Dekalb and 
Willoughby avenues in Fort 
Greene, (718) 622-5612]. 

HOLIDAY SALE: Shona sculp-
tures. 1 pm. See Friday, 
Dec. 4. 

OTHER
BREAKFAST WITH SANTA: 

The annual Boy Scout fund-
raiser. 11 am. New Utrecht 
Reformed Church [18th 
Ave. between 83rd and 
84th streets in Benson-
hurst, (718) 946-0234]. 

OPENING RECEPTION, 
“PERSPECTIVES ON 
BLACK AMERICA”: Free. 
Noon-5 pm. Brooklyn 
Artists Gym [168 Seventh 
St. between Second and 
Third avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 858-9069], 
www.moblackart.org/
events. 

READING, HOLIDAY OPEN 
HOUSE: Authors Amy 
Braunschweiger (“Taxi 
Confidential”), A.J. Jacobs 
(“The Guinea Pig Diaries”) 
and Rebecca Stead (“When 
You Reach Me”) will ap-
pear. Free. 1-3 pm. Word 
[126 Franklin St. at Milton 
Street in Greenpoint, (718) 
383-0096], wordbrooklyn.
wordpress.com. 

FILM, “CRIES AND WHIS
PERS”: Part of the Liv Ull-
mann Retrospective. With 
a Q&A with Ullmann after 
the 2 pm showing. $11. 2, 
5, 7:15 and 9:30pm. Brook-
lyn Academy of Music [30 
Lafayette Ave. near St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4100], www.bam.org. 

FIRST SATURDAY EVENT: 
A full slate of music, 
dance, readings and art. 
Free. 5 pm-1 am. Brooklyn 
Museum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue 
in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 638-5000], www.
brooklynmuseum.org. 
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majority of Brooklyn City Coun-
cilmembers are backing a bill that 
would require large employers to 

provide nine paid sick days for their em-
ployees, and small businesses to pro-
vide five such days.
 While this idea is noble, the bill it-
self has some serious flaws.
 For one, most businesses already pro-
vide sufficient paid sick days for their 
workers. To cover the new mandate, 
those that don’t could merely cut your 
personal or vacation days. So much for 
the new benefit!
 But where the bill targets small busi-
nesses — specifically, the Mom and Pops 
that are the lifeblood of our neighbor-
hoods — things really go awry.
 One part of the bill, for example, re-
quires such business to keep detailed re-
cords of worker attendance, plus track 
the exact number of workers they have 
at all times. As anyone who has run a 
business knows, such reporting requires 
a substantial amount of work (not that 
most members of the Council have every 

— language that leaves the law open for 
abuse by allowing workers to extend a 
vacation or merely take a day off with 
pay. The rule on sick days should sim-
ply be that if you or your child or spouse 
wakes up sick, you call in sick. Book-
ing such days in advance violates the 
spirit of the employee-employer com-
pact.
 Another provision forbids employ-
ers from retaliating or discriminating 
against employees who exercise their 
rights to these new paid sick days. We 
agree on the need to prevent unfair re-
taliation, but we strongly reject forcing 
employers to stand idly by if employees 
abuse their new rights under this law. If 
a worker is using these paid sick days as 
vacation days, employers need to have 
recourse.
 One last way to know that this is a 
bad bill? It specifically exempts gov-
ernment from its requirements!
 So despite the reasonable intentions 
behind this Council effort, we cannot 
support the bill as written.

actually overseen a payroll, but that’s 
another story).
 Mom and Pop would also have to 
provide sick leave to part-time employ-
ees, something that, again, sounds rea-
sonable, but could severely increase the 
cost of doing business, and would likely 
keep employers from hiring workers “on 
the books.”
 Which brings us to the huge elephant 
in the room — the undocumented work-
ers who are not addressed by the bill. 
Given the nature of the hidden econ-
omy in this city, no small business is 
going to rush to put an undocumented 
worker on the tax rolls simply to then 
be forced to provide five days off.
 Also, another part of the bill allows 
for sick days to be booked in advance 
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To the editor,
 Your story two weeks ago on 
Brooklyn Bridge entrance ramp 
improvements (“Ramping it up; 
Extra lane for ‘Halberstam,’” Nov. 
6) got me thinking that perhaps 
the construction delays caused by 
the addition of a new lane on the 
approach will encourage some 
drivers to not drive into Manhat-
tan. That would be an improve-
ment.
 I doubt more signs and lines 
improve traffic flow anywhere. 
The ever-increasing clutter of 
signs and turn-lanes through-
out our city makes me crazy.
 Phil Forbes, Red Hook

To the editor,
 Like Rep. Mike McMahon, I 
would have voted “No” on the 
health care bill if I was in Con-
gress (“Just said ‘No’; Rep. hangs 
up on health care,” McMahon on 
Line 1, Nov. 13). However, where 
we differ is that I believe the so-
lution is a single-payer system 
with Medicare for all. 
 The so-called landmark bill 
that passed the House last week 
should have been shredded.
 Beating back private health in-
surer’s grip on Washington and 

ing me down though they are not 
off duty. 
 Last Saturday night, I had a 
driver lock his doors on me when I 
asked if he would go to Brooklyn, 
and we’re not even talking Bay 
Ridge — I’m in Carroll Gardens! 
Not only did he lock his doors, 
but he proceeded to smirk and 
give me the middle finger. I did 
nothing to instigate this except 
inform him that he is required 
by law to take me to Brooklyn.
 This is unacceptable behavior. 
And now they add a fare hike? 
How can they expect me and thou-
sands of others to pay more when 
this is the type of service we con-
stantly receive?  
 Eva Kriz, Carroll Gardens

To the editor,
 Regarding your online story 
about another weekend of F-line 
shuttles (“Another F’ing lie! Shut-
tle buses return on closed F line 
this weekend,” online, Nov. 15), 
I think the MTA needs to be re-
evaluated and more closely man-
aged under the auspices of the 
state government so that there 
are heads that roll every time the 
trains do not. 
 One commenter online said 

that “somebody needs to step up 
and fund the system.” Really? 
The system is over-funded now! 
On top of that, the fares just keep 
rising. 
 The cuts should come through 
wasteful spending, and outra-
geous salaries. The gravy train 
of $250,000 salaries for bureau-
crats that hardly use the MTA 
should end. Do we need a head 
of buses who never takes one? Or 
board members that can’t name 
four stops along Brooklyn’s F 
line? 
 At some point, very capable 
people who know and care and 
live in New York have to run the 
system. But none of this will hap-
pen unless the “authority” des-
ignation is removed by our gov-
ernment and state pols. It is well 
past time. Joe Nardiello, 
 Carroll Gardens

To the editor,
 I cannot believe that in your 
“30 top stories” anniversary piece 
(“The stories we told! Here are 
some of the 30 biggest stories 
from our 30 years,” Nov. 20), The 
Brooklyn Paper left out the revival 
of Brooklyn’s flagship park, Pros-
pect Park, as one of the top Brook-

lyn stories of the past 30 years.
 I worked for the park several 
years ago and had lots of first-
hand experience with your paper 
covering the big stories: the res-
toration of Brooklyn’s last forest 
and various Olmstead landscapes, 
the reconstruction of the historic 
Boathouse and Parade Ground, 
the brilliant educational program-
ming and community outreach 
success stories — the list goes on 
and it will soon include a brand 
new ice skating center.
 Tupper Thomas, who became 
the first administrator of Pros-
pect Park in 1980 and then pres-
ident of the Prospect Park Alli-
ance, has been the heart and soul 
behind the park’s initiatives. Un-
der her stewardship, this world-
class park went from a no man’s 
land to a thriving community ha-
ven that gets millions of visitors 
a year.
 The park’s private-public part-
nership success story is a national 
model. Its renaissance was a cat-
alyst for the transformation of its 
surrounding neighborhoods and 
the borough of Brooklyn. Coin-
cidently, Tupper’s 30th anniver-
sary is also soon approaching — 
leaving her legacy out of your 
loop is a travesty. 
 Lucy Gentile, Clinton Hill

able insurance options to more 
than 400,000 New Yorkers who 
are 50- to 64 years-old and are 
uninsured.  
 Finally, the House plan begins 
to repair the country’s outdated 
system of long-term care by pro-
viding benefits to seniors and peo-
ple with disabilities to continue 
to live in their own homes and 
in their own communities. 
 While AARP is pleased to see 
this important step forward, we 
will keep working with Represen-
tatives in Congress to ensure that 
any final health care reform bill 
meets the needs of older Amer-
icans. Marilyn Pinsky

The writer is the president 
of the New York chapter of 

the American Association for 
Retired People.

To the editor,
 I hope you can run a story about 
the conduct of taxi drivers. I am 
consistently appalled by the way 
they treat their customers. Ap-
palled!
 Driver Rule 2–50 states, “A 
taxicab driver is required to 
drive a passenger to any desti-
nation in the five boroughs.” Yet 
taxi drivers are constantly turn-

all would simply expand to ev-
eryone what our senior citizens 
already have and love.
 Unfortunately, as we see 
with the passage of this “land-
mark bill,” we have only barely 
moved beyond this lack of lead-
ership and monumental coward-
ice. Doug Biviano, 
 Brooklyn Heights

To the editor,
 The House of Representatives 
passed critical health care reform 
legislation that would strengthen 
Medicare for seniors and end dis-
crimination by insurance compa-
nies that prices millions of Amer-
icans out of affordable health 
coverage.  
 The American Association of 
Retired Persons wants to thank 
those New York representatives 
in Congress who voted in favor of 
better health care for every New 
Yorker. The House plan protects 
and strengthens Medicare for 2.7 
million New Yorkers. The changes 
include reducing out-of-pocket 
prescription drug costs through 
closing the dreaded “doughnut 
hole,” allowing Medicare to nego-
tiate drug prices, covering some 
preventive care free of charge, and 
preserving access to doctors. It 
will also provide access to afford-

supporting a single-payer sys-
tem need not be a conservative 
vs. liberal matter. With a little 
leadership, even in McMahon’s 
district, it can easily be demon-
strated that the biggest issues with 
our health care system — access 
and cost — are best addressed 
through Medicare for all.
 For McMahon’s constituents, 
Medicare for all would keep doc-
tors and providers private, provide 
the greatest choice in “network” 
(because the network would be ev-
ery doctor and hospital in Amer-
ica), and provide quality access 
for all at the lowest possible cost 
because it removes wasteful mid-
dlemen (the health insurance com-
panies). Ultimately, Medicare for 

Send a letter
By e-mail:  
newsroom@cnglocal.com
By mail: Letters, The Brook  lyn 
Paper, One Metrotech Center, 
Suite 1001, Brooklyn, NY 11201.

 and 
include the writer’s home ad dress 
and phone number (only the writ-
er’s name and neigh bor hood are 
published with the letter). Letters 

The Council’s sick day bill has 
a noble goal — but it has 
some big flaws that would 
small businesses.

   

211 Fifth Avenue
(between Union & President)
Park Slope
(718) 636-9463
www.redwhiteandbubbly.com
Open Mon–Sat: 10am–10pm, 
Sun: 12pm–8pm  

Join our  
WINE TASTINGS 

at 
Red White & Bubbly
WEDNESDAY, NOV. 25, 6-9PM 
Catena Chardonnay,  
Catena Cabernet Sauvignon,  
Catena Malbec

SUNDAY, NOV. 29, 3-7PM

Jamesport Melange de Trois,  
Jamesport Sauvignon Blanc,  
Jamesport Chardonnay,  
Jamesport Cabernet Franc,  
Jamesport Pinot Noir

Jamesport: A fantastic NY winery! (North Fork of LI)

COMING SOON!
Exotic animal care, allergy testing, obedience training, 

and behavioral counseling.

Healthy Pets 
VETERINARY SERVICES

(718) 833-7387

Bay Ridge would like 

to welcome Healthy 

Pets Veterinary Services 

and Dr. Fidel Briones 

to our neighborhood.

Announcing the 

GRAND OPENING on 

Friday, Nov. 27, 2009
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CAREGIVERS WANTED! 
WITH CAR A PLUS !!

For job inquiries please call 646-214-2085

MEDICAL
RECEPTIONIST PT

Front desk.  Doctors Office  
experience preferred.

Busy Orthopedic office.
Bay Ridge area.

FAX resume to:
(718)238-2664

OFFICE SPACE

718-625-5165

AUTOS WANTED

DONATE 
YOUR

VEHICLE

CHILDREN’S 
LITERACY

800-339-7790

AUTOS WANTED

My car went 
to Heaven!

DONATE YOUR AUTO

Society of 
St. Vincent de Paul

RECORDS
WANTED

718-384-7554
917-952-4408

Magician & Comical Nerd

MEDICAL HELP WANTED

R E A C H  A  W H O L E 
N E W  M A R K E T  I N

T h i s  S e a s o n !
To Place Your Ad Call or Fax

R E A C H  A  W H O L E 
N E W  M A R K E T  I N

T h i s  S e a s o n !

Our Customers 

GET THEIR
MONEY’$ 
WORTH

To Place Your Ad Call or Fax

R E A C H  A  W H O L E 
N E W  M A R K E T  I N

T h i s  S e a s o n !
To Place Your Ad Call or Fax

R E A C H  A  W H O L E 
N E W  M A R K E T  I N

T h i s  S e a s o n !

Grunfeld and Associates, LLC

718-284-9500

Real Estate • Wills & Trusts
Corporations and LLC’s
Mortgage Modi�cations

Personal Injury
Commercial Litigation • and Income Tax

PERSONAL TRAINER

8th Avenue at 14th St.

Adult Ed Hebrew School
Rabbi Carie Carter

Park Slope's Egalitarian,
Conservation Synagogue

Union 
           Temple

 Park Slope’s Friendliest 
Congregation 

SHABBAT SERVICES
Friday nights                               6:30pm 
Plus Pot Luck Dinner every  First Friday 
Every 4th Friday                         8:00pm
Saturday Mornings                    10:30am

17 Eastern Parkway
 Across from Library @ Grand Army Plaza 

718-638-7600 
www.uniontemple.org

uniontemple@uniontemple.org

R E A D  F O R  S A V I N G S
A D V E R T I S E  F O R 
R E S U L T S

To Place Your Ad Call

Our Customers 

GET THEIR
MONEY’$ 
WORTH

To Place Your Ad Call or Fax



was an instrumental part 
of those division-winning 
teams in 1986 and 1988.
 Oh, and he also batted .333 
for the Mets as they beat the 
then-cursed Red Sox in the 
’86 Series.
 He ended his Gold Glove–
less career in 1997 with the 
Seattle Mariners. To this day, 
he’s still ninth on the Mets’ 
all-time stolen base list with 
106 swipes — and it’s those 

 

es
Call ( )The Brooklyn Classifieds

One Day Bath Solutions!
Save up to 90% replacement cost

Expert Reglazing for:
Bathtubs & Sinks
Wall & Floor Tile
Refinished Like New
Finished in any color

Now selling tub and 
sink fixtures, shower 

doors and a wide 
variety of bath vanities 
and medicine cabinets

Premier Baths Inc.
718-238-8460
1-866-399-TUBS (8827)
www.premierbathsinc.com

10 Year 
Warranty

LIC. 1289423

A Step Above the Rest!

NEW HEIGHTS
CONSTRUCTION LLC
Siding  Windows  Roofing  Fences
Kitchens  Baths  Basements  Decks
Doors  Awnings  Patio Enclosures
Brick Pointing  Concrete Stucco

800-525-5102
718-767-0044

FALL SPECIALS ON WINDOWS

ARCHITECT &
INTERIOR DESIGNER

  

Martin della Paolera
ARCHITECT

CARPENTRY PLUS

Denton Cleaning
What’s Your Time Worth?
Leave the cleaning to US!
Residential & Commercial

Fully Insured & Bonded

917 796-9830
718 333-1181

HATE TO FILE? 
BURIED UNDER PAPER?

Celebrating 20 Years

BATHTUB REGLAZING

FREE ESTIMATES InsuredLicense #
904813

Renovation & Remodeling
Roofing  Basements  Brick Cleaning 

Pointing  Stucco  Waterproofing 
Stoops  Sidewalks  Gutters Kitchens

Bathrooms  Brownstone Repair
Carpentry  Plastering Tiling

Cement Work Fencing Siding
Deck Sheetrock Brick Work

Wallpaper  Painting (Int. & Ext.)

        

HIGH COST OF HEAT
WEIGHING YOU DOWN?

CALL NOW!! 718.797.9800
VISIT US ONLINE TODAY...
WWW.DYNOFUEL.NET

Very Low Prices
Full Service Fast Deliveries

 Lic #113549553

FIVE STAR CARTING INC.

718-349-7555

RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL

Serving All
of NYC

Mention Brooklyn Papers For Special Service Rates In Your Area

FAST
SERVICE

FREE
ESTIMATE

Custom Construction
- 30 Years in Business -

Restoration & Remodeling

DECKS
 by Bart

Free Estimates
Call Bart:

20+ years experience

We build year round
Plan Ahead

(718) 284-8053
800-YES-4-DECK

Design Assist./Archit. Enginr.
DecksByBartNYC.com

No job too big, no job too small!

Licensed electrician

JAE ELECTRIC
Commercial-Residential

Industrial
All Phases Electrical Work
Upgrades - New Installs

No Job Too Small
Licensed

347-308-2696

K&M ELECTRIC
SERVICES

Call Keith  (646) 423-7674

ESTATE
PURCHASES

ESTATE
 PURCHASES

 

PREPARE 
YOUR GARDEN 

FOR NEXT 
SEASON

 
718-753-9741

KBM Handyman Services

FREE ESTIMATE

ARIK J. MOVING & STORAGE
SPECIAL LOCAL RATES

Licensed & Insured 

Toll Free 877-668-3186
212-321-MOVE

US DOT #130966
The Company has the right to change prices any  time.

Lowest Rates from NY
To Florida & in between

USDOT T37637

MAZEL TOV

Moving & Storage

800-273-5176

Old Walls Saved

Excellent References

R.F.K.
Interior Finishes, LLC.

Insured
Free Estimates

NEIGHBORHOOD
Sewer & Drain Cleaning

Plumbing

745-7727 or 848-5654

Interior & Exterior Renovation

Home Improvement · Specializing in Roofs 
Rubberized Roof · SBS Cold Process · Shingle 

Roofs  New Roofs · Gutters · Leaders · Skylights 
Roofing  Repair · Waterproofing · Free Estimates
All Work Guaranteed · Fully Insured · Lic 115908

L32-10

BENSON ROOFING & HOME 
IMPROVEMENT EST. 1992

1747 E. 3rd St., Brooklyn, NY 11223
Tel 718-382-4449

30 yrs experience  Serving the 5 Boros
~ Free Estimates ~

HOME IMPROVEMENT

completing the task. On the 
author’s Web site, the Dec. 4 
reading is now billed as “the 
astounding read-till-you-
drop closing party.” It also 
promises “back-up readers” 
and “prizes, surprises and 
absurdities guaranteed.”

 That’s a little vague, but 
one thing is certain, if you’re 
planning on attending the fi-
nal reading, bring dinner and 
a midnight snack, suggested 
legendary author Pete Ha-
mill.
 “Even if you talked like 
a basketball announcer, it 

Continued from page 1

Continued from page 1

BACKMAN

LETHEM… might take three minutes a 
page,” said Hamill, the au-
thor of non-fiction and fiction 
tomes. “But it could be over 
five hours without dinner and 
still not be done. People may 
start throwing things. What 
he should just do is have a 
clock, set it for 40 minutes, 
stop and say, ‘Now buy the 
book to find out what hap-
pens.’”
 For his part, Hamill al-

ern League title. Two years 
later, Backman was the 
manager of the year after 
Class A Lancaster posted 
an 86–54 regular season re-
cord.
 That success led to Back-
man being named man-
ager of the Arizona Dia-
mondbacks in November, 
2004. Four days after he 
was signed, Backman was 
fired when the team learned 
that he had two DWI arrests, 
an assault and a bankruptcy 
filing in his recent past.
 But Backman went right 
back to coaching. He last 
managed the Joilet Jack-
hammers in Illinois in 2008, 
leading them to a 43–53 sea-
son. He was fired midway 
through the 2009 season.
 Cyclones General Man-
ager Steve Cohen says he 
doesn’t expect that to hap-
pen here.
 “Brooklyn and Backman 
were made for each other,” 
he said in a statement.
 The Cyclones have not won 
a championship since 2001, 
when fan favorite Edgar Al-
fonzo was the manager.
 If Backman succeeds, 
he’ll be going where his 
former Met teammates 
have not been able to go. 
Met greats Howard John-
son, Tim Teufel and Mookie 
Wilson all managed the Cy-
clones.

experiences that he cher-
ishes the most.
 “The greatest days of my 
professional career were 
spent here in New York, 
and I have always felt a 
special connection to the 
city,” Backman said.
 That said, success and 
Backman have been on-
and-off friends.
 In 2002, he led the AA 
Birmingham Barons to a 
79–61 record and a South-

 The Cyclones’ new 
man ager will be former Met great Wally Backman.
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all the old rides and some 
new,” she said. “I’d bring in 
lots of new rides.”
 Albert expects to face se-
rious competition from some 
big-time theme park owners 
and ride manufacturers, who 
are beginning to get into the 
amusement park game.
 Experts said that they ex-
pect bids from many com-
panies, including the one 
that operates the Victorian 
Gardens amusement park 
in Central Park during the 
summertime. That company, 

Coney are one and the same, 
the city is now partnering 
with her foe, Joe Sitt, in 
uniting to rebuild the area, 
with the city taking the lead 
on the open-air amusement 
park and Sitt building adja-
cent hotels, retail and indoor 
amusements.
 Coney watchers say Sitt 
relieved the Bloomberg ad-
ministration of a big head-
ache: what to do with the un-
derwhelming Astroland.
 Still, Albert will fight to 
get back.
 “My heart is in Coney Is-
land,” she said. “Everybody 
knows that.
 “Plus, the name ‘Astro-
land,’ which is synonymous 
with Coney Island, is trade-
marked,” she added.

 “It is expected that the op-
erator will use temporary toi-
lets and generators,” the re-
quest for proposals stated.
 It is unclear if Albert even 
has a shot at getting the Co-
ney contract. Though many 
visitors think Astroland and 

was all that David Lombino, 
a spokesman for the Eco-
nomic Development Cor-
poration would say.
 The city request for pro-
posals seeks “the introduc-
tion of amusement rides and 
ancillary uses beginning for 
the upcoming 2010 season 
and extending for a term of 
up to 10 years.” 
 It said that the city would 
spend $2.2 million to ready 
the site for next summer — 
though not make significant 
infrastructure improve-
ments.

Zamperla, did not return a 
call for comment.
 Neither did Jim Seay, a 
well-known ride manufac-
turer who was on a city-com-
missioned Coney Island ad-
visory panel earlier this year. 
Seay is expected to make a 
bid, too.
 For now, city officials, 
who drummed up business 
at an amusement-industry 
convention in Las Vegas 
last week, are mum.
 “We’ve received great 
feedback so far from a num-
ber of amusement operators,” 

By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

 The owner of the Shoot the Freak 
booth — longtime Coney carny An-
drew Berlingieri — crashed the Mike 
Bloomberg–Joe Sitt lovefest at City 
Hall last week to complain that the 
city’s billion-dollar dream for the 
amusement zone doesn’t include 
guys like him.
 Though not an accredited mem-
ber of the media, Berlingieri (pic-
tured) managed to asked a ques-
tion during the Q&A that followed 
Mayor Bloomberg’s announcement 
of the city’s $95.6-million purchase 

operators to do interim attractions 
in Coney Island — but eventually, 
the 12-acre city park will be oper-
ated as a single theme park run by 
one big company.
 That kind of thing worries the 
man who turned a vacant Board-
walk lot into a great Coney attrac-
tion — a place where you can shoot 
paintballs at a live human target.
 “It’s like anything else,” said Ber-
lingieri, who also owns an open-air 
beer garden. “We were the ones who 
stayed with Coney Island through the 
bad times. And we’re the first to go 
when someone gets a big idea.” 

of part of Sitt’s holdings to jumpstart 
a “comprehensive redevelopment” 
of the so-called People’s Playground 
into an all-year, modern amusement 
park run by a single outside theme 
park operator.
 “Is there a place for us?” asked 
Berlingieri, referring to himself and 
other Boardwalk carnies who were, 
last Thursday, tenants of Sitt.
 The mayor and economic develop-
ment officials said that there would 
be a place for Berlingieri’s booth this 
summer, but beyond that, no one 
knows. Today, the city will formally 
seek bids from big-time amusement 

Continued from page 1

ASTROLAND…

ways tries to leave the au-
dience wanting more.
 “I try to keep the reading 
part of my readings fairly 
short,” he said. “If you end 
up reading for 50 minutes, 
everyone ends up needing 
to take a piss.”
 Jonathan Lethem at 
BookCourt [163 Court St. 
between Pacific and Dean 
streets, (718) 875-3677], 7 
pm–???, Dec. 4.
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Joe Sitt smiled last Thursday when Mayor Bloom-
berg announced the purchase of half his holdings.
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*Spend $50 or more pre-tax at a participating retailer, or spend $50 or more pre-tax and pre-tip at a participating restaurant. **Only printed, dated, original register receipts for purchases made between Wednesday, November 25, 2009 and 
Sunday, December 20, 2009 are eligible. ***Limit 2 tickets per household. Tickets are selected at sponsor’s discretion and are available while supplies last. Tickets are valued at up to $220 per pair, and will be mailed by February 5, 2010.

1. Spend at least $50 at any of the participating Shop ’n’ Go 
retailers or restaurants listed below* 

 2. Fill out the coupon and attach your original, dated, printed register receipt.**
3. Mail the coupon and receipt in to us by December 28, 2009 to receive

YOUR TWO FREE TICKETS TO A SELECT EVENT LISTED BELOW.***

1. Spend at least $50 at any of the participating Shop ’n’ Go 
retailers or restaurants listed below* 

 2. Fill out the coupon and attach your original, dated, printed register receipt.**
3. Mail the coupon and receipt in to us by December 28, 2009 to receive

YOUR TWO FREE TICKETS TO A SELECT EVENT LISTED BELOW.***

Look for advertising from our 
participating retailers and restaurants

in your local CNG Newspapers

4th Floor Framing
753 Metropolitan Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11211
(551) 200-1382
www.4thfloorframing.com
Anatolian Gyro
1605 Sheepshead Bay Road
Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 769-4754
www.mygyro.com
Aviator
Sports and Recreation
Hangar 5 Floyd Bennett Field
Brooklyn, NY  11234
(718) 758-7500
www.aviatorsports.com
Brooklyn Sports Club
1540 Van Siclen Avenue
Brooklyn, NY  11239
(718) 642-2720
www.brooklynsportsclub.com
Casa Pepe Restaurant
114 Bay Ridge Ave
Brooklyn, NY 11220
(718) 833-8865
www.casapepe.com
Cell & Game Etc. Inc.
269 Utica Avenue
Brooklyn, NY  11213
(718)953-5466

Cookie’s
The Kids Department Store
www.cookieskids.com
510 Fulton Street
Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 797-3300
982 Flatbush Ave.
Brooklyn, NY  11226
(718) 287-2300
265 Livingston Street
Brooklyn, NY  11217
(718) 797-3300
Courts Caribbean
Appliances, Electronics
& Furniture
2822 Church Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11226
1 (877) 852-6878
www.courtscaribbean.us
Cousin John’s 
Café & Bakery
70 Seventh Avenue
Brooklyn, NY  11217
(718) 622-7333
www.cousinjohnsbakery.com
DPN Superstore
1551 Bergen St. 
(near Utica Ave.)
Brooklyn, NY 11213
(347) 374-3660

Edible Arrangements
1557 Ralph Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11236
(718) 451-3344

Edible Arrangements
1736 Sheepshead Bay Rd.
Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 535-7909

Edible Arrangements
1446 86th St. 
Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 837-3784

Esteem Salon
1994 Coney Island Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 336-1414

Glazer Bros. Inc.
Hardware & Appliances
9717 Kings Highway
Brooklyn, NY 11212
(718) 774-5300
www.glazerbros.com

Grandma Rose’s
Restaurant
457 Graham Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11222
(718) 389-1908

Greenhouse Café
7717 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 833-8200
www.greenhousecafe.com
The Garden Food Market
921 Manhattan Avenue
Brooklyn, NY  11222
(718) 389-6448
www.thegardenfoodmarket.com
Il Fornetto Restaurant
2902 Emmons Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 332-8494
www.ilfornettorestaurant.com
Jewels by Satnick
187 State Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11201
(718) 852-1421
Kings Marble & Granite
9312 Ditmas Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11236
(718) 629-5548
K-S Discount Mart
4107 Avenue D
Brooklyn, NY 11203
(718) 629-1275
Mr. Beef
1964 86th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11214
(718) 996-7655

One Hour Cellular
242 Seventh Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11215
(718) 369-3290
423 Kingston Ave.
Brooklyn, NY  11225
(718)  363-5444
1369 Coney Island Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11230
(718) 758-1180
2152A Ralph Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11234
(718) 241-0447
Onofrio D. Oro 
Fine Jewelery
8222 13th Avenue
Brooklyn, NY  11228
(718) 680-5723
Picadayvino
Wine & Liquor Store
327 Fifth Avenue
Brooklyn, NY  11215
(718) 499-2392
www.picadayvino.com
Pilo Arts Day Spa & Salon
8412 Third Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11209
(718) 748-7411
www.PiloArts.com

Rogers Discount
Beer & Soda
4517 Glenwood Rd.
Brooklyn, NY 11203
(718) 287-0797
Rosal’s Italian Cucina
248 Avenue X
Brooklyn, NY 11223
(718) 645-5158
Salvi Restaurant
4220 Quentin Road
Brooklyn, NY 10038
(718) 252-3030
www.salvirestaurant.com
Solco Plumbing
Kohler Showroom
1525 70th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11228
(718) 259-8010
www.solcoplumbingsupply.com
Tasty Tavern Restaurant
4523 Avenue N
Brooklyn, NY 11234
(718) 692-1020
VIP Electronics
1461 Rockaway Pkwy
and 215 Conklin Ave.
Brooklyn, NY 11236 
(718) 272-7228
www.vipproaudio.com

Wireless Management Inc.
1811 Avenue U
Brooklyn, NY 11229
(718) 375-7575
250 Brighton Beach Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11235
(718) 769-6999
1818 Kings Highway
Brooklyn, NY 11229
(718) 375-1000
1934 86th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11214
(718) 232-8484

MANHATTAN
Bank Street Bookstore
Broadway and 112th Street 
New York, NY 10025 
(212) 678-1654
www.bankstreetbooks.com

For a complete list
of official participants,

including Queens 
& The Bronx, 

visit 
www.brooklynpaper.com

/shopngo

ATTACH YOUR ORIGINAL PRINTED AND DATED REGISTER RECEIPT FOR A MINIMUM OF $50 AND MAIL TO: CNG SHOP N GO 
/ P.O. BOX 1013/NY/NY 10108. Mailed coupons must be postmarked by 12/28/09 and received by 1:00 pm on 1/4/10. Limit 
one complimentary pair of tickets per household. Tickets selected at sponsor’s discretion and are available while supplies last. 
Open to legal residents of the state of New York, age 21 or older. Void where prohibited. Receipt must be attached to original 
newspaper coupon to be eligible for promotion (no reproductions). Keep a copy of your receipt for your records.
       Yes. I want to receive messages from the Community Newspaper Group (CNG) and its business partners about their prod-
ucts, services and future promotions. I understand that my personal information may be shared with business partners of CNG 
for this purpose. Communications on privacy policy should be addressed to:  
Privacy Officer, CNG/New York Post, 1211 Avenue of the Americas, NY, NY  10036.

FIRST NAME, LAST NAME................................................................................................
ADDRESS.......................................................................................................................
APT, CITY, STATE, ZIP......................................................................................................
DAYTIME PHONE..............................................................................................................
EVENING PHONE..............................................................................................................
E-MAIL ADDRESS..............................................................................................................
BIRTHDATE (MM/DD/YYYY)............................................................................................
IN WHICH CNG PUBLICATION DID YOU SEE THIS AD?........................................................
TO WHICH RETAILER/RESTAURANT DID YOU GO?..............................................................
PICK YOUR TICKETS
1ST CHOICE........................    2ND CHOICE........................    3RD CHOICE........................
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