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By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

Slope’s secrets on display
REVEALED!

Brooklyn Paper Editor Gersh Kuntzman and Miss America runner-up, the former Miss Brooklyn Leigh-Taylor Smith, were in the news last 
week — and one of them ended up naked. See page 9 to find out which one stripped down.

‘DIRTY’ LAUNDRY: Rebecca Shepherd, co-owner of Urban Alche-
mist on Fifth Street, has covered her window with “dirty secrets.”
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By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

‘Park’ planners: Rise in costs actually a decrease

Brooklyn Bridge Park Development Corporation President Regina 
Myer’s project will cost more.
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See PARK $ on page 11

The Brooklyn Paper

See SMART on page 11

Rabbi Aaron Raskin shows off the empty space in the Congre-
gation B’nai Avraham ark where a torah should be. The sacred 
scroll, valued at $10,000, was stolen out of a car this week.
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Torah taken after trip to Caribbean
By Zeke Faux
for The Brooklyn Paper

See TORAH on page 11

To save money, LICH selling brownstones
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The Brooklyn Paper

Paper joins News Corp.

Brooklyn Paper Publisher Ed Weintrob ad-
dresses the staff after announcing that he 
had sold the paper he founded in 1978. 
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By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

Steve’s scandal may push DiBrienza from Council race

 Brooklyn is one borough 
with two presidents. Our 
borough is home to not only 
Borough President Markow-
itz, but also Bronx Borough 
President Earl Brown.
 The borough of Kings found 
itself with a double dose of 
presidents when Brown, then 
the deputy borough presi-

dent, ascended to the north-
ernmost borough’s top job af-
ter President Obama named 
Bronx Beep Adolfo Carrion to 
be his urban affairs czar.
 Markowitz, of course, is 
a staunch opponent of East 
River tolls and supporter of 
Atlantic Yards, while Brown, 
who lives in Prospect Heights 

mildly supports tolls on city 
bridges and criticizes Atlantic 
Yards.
 Is Brooklyn big enough for 
the both of them? The Brook-
lyn Paper’s Mike McLaughlin 
asked.
Mike McLaughlin: Where do 
you live in Brooklyn?

MM: Were you pressured to 
leave your home borough 
and move to the Bronx when 
you became deputy beep?

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

TAPE THAT!
By Aisha Gawad
for The Brooklyn Paper

It’s a sticky situation at B’klyn Museum

Artist Sun Kwak is covering a Brooklyn Museum gallery in masking tape.
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By Evan Gardner
for The Brooklyn Paper

A PURIM 
MIRACLE

It’s a crime

Rabbi fingers thief

City makes good parker bad

‘CURIOUS’ RABBI: Just after 
this photo was taken, Rabbi 
Aaron Raskin ID’d a perp.
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Ines Rios will fight the fine she got after 
the city changed signs in DUMBO.
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By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

O’Malley’s son here to clear dad’s name

Bronx borough president lives in Prospect Heights

HITLER, STALIN AND HIM: Dodger 
owner Walter O’Malley’s name still 
lives in infamy.

Acting Bronx Beep Earl Brown 
actually lives in Brooklyn!

Th
e 

B
ro

o
kl

yn
 P

ap
er

 /
 T

o
m

 C
al

la
n

Eli Rose, 11, attracted a lot of attention on Montague Street in 
Brooklyn Heights on Sunday with his newsbox antics.

The bodega of the future — today!
By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper
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Here’s Cody Utzman’s Brooklyn Standard Deli, which he calls “the bo-
dega of the future.” It’s a nice place (note the chandelier!).

Th
e 

B
ro

o
kl

yn
 P

ap
er

 /
 A

lly
se

 P
ul

lia
m

See DIBRIENZA on page 11

See PARKER on page 10See TAPE on page 11 See PAPER on page 11

See DODGERS on page 12

See BRONX on page 12

See BODEGA on page 11
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Borough President Markowitz gave his 
State of the Borough speech last Thurs-
day night, and filled it with proposals, 
performances and plenty of kitsch.
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By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

Stoop drinker gets off

King-sized crustacean wading for freedom
By Aisha Gawad
for The Brooklyn Paper

Ashley Lou Smith, a volunteer from People for the Ethical 
Treatment of Animals, offers her respects to Craig.

Th
e 

B
ro

o
kl

yn
 P

ap
er

 /
 B

es
s 

A
d

le
r

By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

THE GAP
CRAPPER
Pay potty primed for Plaza

Nasty Canasta will lead a randy tribute 
to the borough’s other show biz legend, 
singer Neil Diamond, on Monday, Feb. 
23. If that’s not enough fun, see GO 
Brooklyn, starting on page 7, for the 
goings-on about town.

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

Strong winds sent a large limb into a car on Presi-
dent Street between Sixth and Seventh avenues 
in Park Slope on Thursday. The afternoon incident 
occurred while the Kia’s owner was in Manhattan.
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By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

not 

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

Barrels of fun in Red Hook

Red Hook Winery owner Mark Snyder gave 
The Brooklyn Paper a preview of his first vin-
tage. It was good. Very good.

Th
e 

B
ro

o
kl

yn
 P

ap
er

 /
 A

lly
se

 P
ul

lia
m

See BEER on page 11

See LOBSTER on page 11See CRAPPER on page 2

See PARK on page 12

See WINERY on page 2

Mike McMahon
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Williamsburg squawks

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

Bloomy to feds: Don’t put 
Gowanus on Superfund list

Who’s on first? The Mets are, now that their new home in Queens, seen 
here on opening day this week, is open. Thankfully, Citi Field does try to live 
up to Brooklyn’s beloved and long-lost bandbox, Ebbets Field (below).
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By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

Cops: Park swastikas ‘just graffiti’

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

SYM-PHONY!
Composer sues Philharmonic for 
butchering his ‘Gaia’ masterpiece

Beep’s non-profits still rake
in dollars from favored few

SUPER FUN: Everyone wants this mess of a waterway cleaned up — 
but what’s the best way to do it: federal Superfund designation or a 
locally controlled effort?
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Upper Hudson River The Love CanalValley of the Drums

SUPER CASE STUDIES
There’s substantial debate over whether federal Superfund designation is a good thing or a bad 
thing for a toxic site. Here are some case studies.

The Explainer

The swastikas showed up over the weekend in 
Carroll Park, but cops say it’s not a bias crime.
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Nathan Currier has 
sued the Brooklyn Phil-
harmonic for $250,000.

See SUPER on page 13 See NAZI on page 14

See SUING on page 16

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

HOT UNDER THE COLLAR: Alexis Schoenberg says her 
shop lost business when Bedford Avenue was closed.
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 People have lots of questions about a proposal to make the Gowanus Canal a federal 
Superfund site, so sit back and let the Explainer learn you a thing or two:

See MARTY PARTY on page 14

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

Merchants don’t like a car-free Bedford

MEAN
Streets City has ‘Park’ and 

ride plan: page 5

See BEDFORD on page 13
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By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

House of D can reopen — expansion must wait

The 78th Precinct rolled out its old squad cars as part of the St. Patrick’s Day 
parade in Park Slope on Sunday, including this 1980s-era Gran Fury with the 
ice cream truck wheels. The graffiti on the building behind it adds a nice 
authentic touch.
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By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

Work begins as mayor asks state for control of piers

After many fits and starts, some construction work — as opposed to demolition work — actually ap-
pears to be taking place at Pier 1, the first piece of Brooklyn Bridge Park. Last week, the mayor, who 
hovers above it all, said he wants control of the troubled project.
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By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

Panel rejects public 
toilet by Boro Hall

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

Fanciest Arby’s in town
Fast food joint to take over Gage & Tollner

 The Arby’s sandwich 
chain is going to open a 
location in the historic — 
and landmarked — site 
of the former Gage and 
Tollner restaurant on the 
Fulton Mall in Downtown 
Brooklyn. We asked shop-
pers — all potential cus-
tomers for those fast-food 
roast beef sandwiches — 
what they thought:

“It’s memories for some 
people. They should leave 
it alone. Dinorva Richberg,
  East New York
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“It’s a landmark and it’s 
not fair for those corpo-
rate guys to take it over.
 Michael Calicchio,
  Carroll Gardens
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“It’s a shame. It was a 
beautiful restaurant.”
Miriam Pascual, Staten Island
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“They think because it’s 
a historical building an 
Arby’s can’t go in? It’s 
a business. The person 
paying the rent should 
have that choice.

Bruce Jacobs, Queens
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“They should keep it 
classy and keep its his-
tory alive. Emon Almonte,
 Bedford-Stuyvesant
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By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

Jew gotta 
be kidding!
Isaac skips church forum

City Council candidate 
Isaac Abraham.
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By Evan Gardner
for The Brooklyn Paper

See KIDDING  on page 11

See PIZZA  on page 11

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

‘Bio-barge’ on eco-adventure

Artists Mary Mattingly and Cory Mervis plan to sustain themselves 
on the WaterPod “bio-barge” (rendering at top) for five months.
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By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

DiBrienza seeks 
second helping

The Brooklyn Paper

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

Paper wins 5 more top awardsPunk talk

A FREE

ART ATTACK
By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

MoMA battles Brooklyn Museum — on our turf

Invasion: The Museum of Modern Art has tak-
en over the Atlantic–Pacific Station.

An award-winning issue of GO 
Brooklyn designed by Leah Mitch.

An award-winning front page 
layout by Vince DiMiceli.
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See  SUBWAY ART ATTACK on page 11

See HONEST on page 10

Former Councilman Steve DiBrienza, seen here at a buffet in 2001 with 
Aunt Suzie’s owner Irene LoRe, wants his old seat back.

See DIBRIENZA on page 10

See AWARDS on page 2

fai t h  i n  bro ok ly n

Bloomy pay-to-park plan pulls pols
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Federal stimulus funds should be used to jumpstart the part of 
Atlantic Yards that makes the most sense: the basketball arena.

See STIMULATE BROOKLYN on page 10
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By Aisha Gawad
for The Brooklyn Paper

It’s official: W’falls were arborcidal maniacs

Signs of spring are everywhere — except at the 
River Cafe in DUMBO, where many trees look dead 
— victim’s of last year’s arborcidal “Waterfalls” art 
project (last year, above and a current view, right).

The Brooklyn Paper made its move from DUMBO to the Metrotech office com-
plex in Downtown Brooklyn on Monday — and the neighbors were busting out 
all over the place to make us feel welcome! At Kevin Barry’s pub on Willoughby 
Street, bartender Bridgette told us about a nifty lunch special (hint: it involves 
beer). For a full report about our move, see page 2. And for our exclusive guide 
to the Metrotech area, see GO Brooklyn, page 7.

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

Amid scandal, DiBrienza drops Council bid

Tini Wine Bar packed up and moved a few blocks north on Van Brunt Street on Sunday in a 
glorious relocation parade manned by volunteers — including Benjamin Kanzer, Harry Sanders, 
Ellie Sanders and Odette Golden-LaMorte.

SLATED TO END: The city has yelled, “CUT!” to film production in Williamsburg for 
the next three months because of the neighborhood’s overexposure.
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By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

SHELL GAME
City offers millions of clams
for $itt’s Coney Island oasis

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

Film permit halt in South Williamsburg
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By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

 Bloomberg for Mayor cam-
paign office (535 Atlantic Ave., be-
tween Third and Fourth avenues in 
Boerum Hill). 

Billionaire Bloomy begs Brooklyn for ballot boosters
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See TREES on page 6See SCANDAL on page 6

See FILM on page 13

A BAM 
plan is 
canned
By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper
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By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

H

Steve schools ’em!
But DiBrienza’s six rivals say he’s an old hack

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

SEE PAGE 5

Brooklyn to host World Series of beards
By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

A HANDLE(BAR) ON IT: Competitors in next week’s beard contest include Natty Adams (left), whose facial 
hair is a tribute to his Sikh ancestor, and Jack Passion (right), who is considered the Michael Jordan of competi-
tive hair growth. The contest is overseen by Matthew BEARDZZZ Saccoman (center).

$2 tolls on the way

Nice bridge, huh? How would 
you like it with a $2 toll?
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By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

Koval 
quits 
‘Park’

City seeks answers for Park Circle predicament

The city says it will reconfigure Park Circle at the southeast corner of Prospect 
Park — just in time, say pedestrians.
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MARTY’S TOLL TALE

City plan under attack from all sides

Actor Willem Dafoe, hotter than ever, strolled DUM-
BO on Wednesday, and even posed for our smitten 
photographer. Dafoe appeared pleased, too.
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The

WHAT A NICE GROUP OF GUYS: (from left) 
Bob Zuckerman, Josh Skaller, Brad Lander, Craig 
Hammerman, John Heyer and Gary Reilly.
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See TOLLS  on page 11

See CONEY  on page 9 See ‘PARK’  on page 9

See TOLL  on page 2

See BEARDS  on page 12

 The fight over East River bridge tolls raged all 
week — and Borough President Markowitz, an ada-
mant opponent of charging drivers to enter Manhat-
tan, tried, but failed, to derail the $2 toll proposal.
 In our new feature, The Brooklyn Paper shadowed 
Markowitz this week to provide readers with a day-
by-day synopsis of the Beep’s efforts to turn aside 
what he has called a “discriminatory tax” on outer-
borough residents.
 Here’s how he has followed last week’s announce-
ment by  Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver in favor of 
charging drivers to cross the bridges :

See MARTY  on page 11
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By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

Seventh Avenue

15th Street/Prospect Park

Fort Hamilton Parkway

Church Avenue

D MN R

Smith/Ninth Street
(current G terminus)

Fourth Avenue  
(at Ninth Street)

Ditmas Avenue

F
G

NEW  
G TRAIN 
STOPS

THE GREATER G
The MTA plans to add five 
stops to the G line in Park 
Slope and Windsor Terrace.
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By Evan Gardner
for The Brooklyn Paper

Eviction ends four decades 
of selling vinyl in P’Slope

By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

Rally against Markowitz’s ‘Potato chip’ plan

Developer’s bazaar 
plan drawing no one

Joe Sitt’s Dis-Astroland

Christina Ewald and Fritz Donnelly, owners of the new Wil-
liamsburg art space, Hi Christina!, found an old-fashioned 
way to promote their business: put a woman in a bikini — in 
this case, for a bike wash on Sunday on Grand Street.
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By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

Record loss

Tony Mignone’s four-decades-old store 
on Fifth Avenue will close.
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CONEY ISLAND CLUSTER

SIT DOWN AND PROTEST: One of the protesters made it 
clear what he thinks of Markowitz’s Asser Levy plan.
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THIS AIN’T ASTROLAND: Joe Sitt opened his “Festival by the Sea” 
last weekend, but our photographer didn’t find much festivity.
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The Brooklyn Paper

Th
e 

B
ro

o
kl

yn
 P

ap
er

THE BROOKLYN

CAUGHT IN THE WEB: The Brooklyn Paper’s ‘Net geniuses 
(Sylvan Migdal and Vince DiMiceli, center) get a Champagne 
salute from adoring colleagues. The Champagne was real.

See YARDS on page 11

SEE PAGE 11

See VINYL on page 13

See AWARDS on page 11See ANGLE on page 12

By Gersh Kuntzman
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By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

Locals: College’s arena plan makes us sick

FROM COURT YARD TO BALL COURT: St. Joseph’s College 
says it wants to build a gymnasium on Clinton Avenue be-
tween DeKalb and Willoughby streets in Clinton Hill.
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Alexis Korman shows off how she can not only bring home the bacon, but fry it up 
in a pan, in advance of next Sunday’s Park Slope Pork Off, which will take place at 
Fifth Avenue’s Loki Lounge. See page 7 for details.

By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

is awesome

I

Lard and clear
Caputo’s bread the talk of Iraq

BREAD OF LIFE: Air Force Major Todd Schug shows off a Capu-
to’s lard bread, which later fed him and his comrades during an 
hours-long lockdown while the president visited Iraq.

THE BROOKLYN

By Gersh Kuntzman

See LARD BREAD on page 15

See DUCATS on page 16

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

See DOCK ST. on page 16

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

Broke-lyn Museum
Wages slashed, show cancelled

By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

Pulitzer Prize winner Lynn Not-
tage lives on Dean Street.
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By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

Brewery co-founder moving to the hard stuff

RAISE A GLASS: Tom Potter, seen here when he was a brew-
er, is now planning a distillery!
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See BREWING on page 2

By Gersh Kuntzman

By Ben Muessig  
and Thomas Nocera
The Brooklyn Paper

Ridgites: Hire schnozz to stop stink
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By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

Defiant Joe: I’ll rebuild Coney now!

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

City kicks out grass-killing McCarren Park vendors

The city wants to kick McCarren Park’s popu-
lar farmer’s market out of the greenspace be-
cause the tents have allegedly killed grass.
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By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

Merchants want to 
get rid of bike lane

MEAN
Streets

Signs of life at Brooklyn Bridge ‘Park’

These trees at the Brooklyn Bridge Park waterfront develop-
ment are slated to be planted later this year.

Th
e 

B
ro

o
kl

yn
 P

ap
er

 /
 T

o
m

 C
al

la
n

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

It’s man vs. pachyderm in latest 
Coney Isle eating extravaganzaBy Gersh Kuntzman

The Brooklyn Paper

Squadron: What 
the F is going on?

RATS! This 
animal is 
too cute!

PAGE 6

The f’in F train.

Coney Island landowner Joe Sitt finally 
sat down with The Brooklyn Paper. Here 

are the highlights:
 Sitt says Bloomberg has been 
his toughest foe: “We’ve got-
ten people motivated, ex-

cited and interested in Co-
ney Island … and for six and 
a half years, we’ve hit a brick 
wall with the city.”

 He dismissed critics who 
said he’s done nothing with 
his land in Coney Island: “It’s 

more active this year than 
it’s been in 20 years.”

 His financial officer says 
he’s got the cash to build his proposed Xanadu 
of hotels, new rides and retail stores right now: 
“We have the capital and we have a team of 
experts,” said Gwen Lockhart.

 He thinks Bloomberg will fail: “I’ve never 
seen government succeed as a developer any-
where in the world.”

See CONEY on page 6

See GRASS on page 6

See FIFTH on page 6

See CONTEST on page 6

See STINK on page 6

Bill Graves says the sewage stink of Fort Hamilton Parkway has not been solved. Obviously.
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By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper
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Rich Demand, a legendary sand sculptor, looks forward to the summer from behind his mir-
rored sunglasses. His annual sand-castle building contest is part of a wild, wacky, wet and 
wonderful summer in Brooklyn. Our full “staycation” guide starts in GO Brooklyn on page 7.
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By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

BATTLE OF BOOK-LYN
Slope vs. Prospect Heights for literary supremacy

By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

long
 Brooklyn Book Festival at Brook-
lyn Borough Hall and plaza [209 
Joralemon St., between Court and 
Adams streets in Downtown, (718) 
802-3846], Sunday, Sept. 13. 

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

Fulton Street merchants bid BID adieu

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

Parents: City won’t let us use park’s greenspace

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

Deal to power down diesel ships sinks

Albany blocking Bloomy’s Coney plan
By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

Adam Tobin has moved his store from Park Slope to Prospect Heights — 
an indication that the Slope has lost its literary cachet.

COUGH IT UP: A plan to keep the air clean, even when big ships like this dock in 
Red Hook, has fallen through.
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To help readers keep track of who’s on top in the literary squabble be-
tween Park Slope and Prospect Heights — the biggest war of words 
since Ernest Hemingway took on F. Scott Fitzgerald — The Brooklyn Pa-
per offers this CliffsNotes version:

PARK SLOPE Neigborhood PROSPECT HEIGHTS

Paul Auster Most famous 
author

Keith Gessen

“The Brooklyn Follies” Book title 
that best 

describes his 
community

“All the Sad Young Literary 
Men” 

The Tea Lounge, Brooklyn 
Writer’s Space

Literary 
hangout

Joyce Bakeshop, Central 
Branch of the Brooklyn 
Public Library

Gersh Kuntzman — author of 
“Hair! Man kind’s Historic Quest 

to End Baldness” and “Chris-
mukkah: The Official Guide to 

the World’s Most-Beloved 
Holiday” — lives there.

Brooklyn 
Paper 

pedigree

Senior reporter Mike 
McLaughlin — author of 
nothing — used to live there. 
He’s “working” on the 
Average American Novel.

See PARK on page 6

Some Park Slope residents, like Debra Wexler with her 10-month-old Stella, think the Parks De-
partment has turned over the new field at Washington Park to ballplayers for too many hours.
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See CRUISE on page 13
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See BATTLE on page 13

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

SLOPE METER HIKE

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

i i i i

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

i

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

’

i i

— with Evan Gardner

i ’
i

’

Vanessa Francis and Matthew Solly were married at St. Charles Borromeo Church in Brooklyn Heights on Saturday — then 
promptly gave 4 train riders a thrill as the entire wedding party hopped a Manhattan-bound train. 
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By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

Issue $120 red-light tickets

MEAN
Streets

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

Planners: Let’s make history in Park Slope
Civic group would triple the nabe’s landmark zone

The Park Slope Civic Council wants to greatly expand the neighborhood’s historic district, a move that would protect genuinely historic structures, 
but also include plenty of run-of-the-mill properties.
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See HISTORY on page 13

See TICKETS on page 15

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

Atlantic Avenue still crazy unsafe By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

More delays on the BQE
State says repairs won’t start until 2020

The cantilevered section of the 
Brooklyn-Queens Expressway.
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Cleaning the
Gowanus

DAYS UNTIL CLOSE OF  
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

SUPERFUND 
COUNTDOWN

(As of Friday, May 15)

 The Environmental Protection Agen-
cy has extended the public-comment 
period regarding its proposal to des-
ignate the Gowanus Canal as a federal 
Superfund site to July 8. To submit 
your comment, visit www.epa.gov/ 
superfund/sites/npl/pubcom.htm.

55

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

Bicyclists typically run the red light on 
Dekalb Avenue and Carlton Street.
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Jeff Samaha, owner of Pierre’s in Windsor Terrace, was robbed at gunpoint.
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for The Brooklyn Paper

Shopkeeper puts criminals on notice

See DELAYS on page 2

See CRASH on page 11

See CANAL on page 13 See DARE on page 15
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By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

Admirals Row going down

Virtually all of the decaying houses along the historic Admiral’s Row in the 
Brooklyn Navy Yard will be demolished.
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The beach at Coney Island is officially open — and Deena Zotto and Johnny Love 
took advantage of the warm weather to offer all of us a new twist on America’s 
pastime. Though temps will be cooler this weekend, lifeguards are on duty.

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

Fiery hearing over Dock St

Developer Jed Walentas led a rally in support of 
his Dock Street project last week.
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See BABY BUST on back page

See DOCK on page 9

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

Corporate polluters

Other big news from the 
Gowanus Canal hearing

Cleaning the
Gowanus

DAYS UNTIL CLOSE OF  
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

SUPERFUND 
COUNTDOWN

(As of Friday, May 29)

 The Environmental Protection Agen-
cy has extended the public-comment 
period regarding its proposal to des-
ignate the Gowanus Canal as a federal 
Superfund site to July 8. To submit 
your comment, visit www.epa.gov/ 
superfund/sites/npl/pubcom.htm.

41

IT’S A SLUDGEFEST!
City, feds battle it out over Gowanus
By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

CESSPOOL: The Gowanus Canal fills with debris (we’re talking feces here, 
folks) after heavy rains. Superfund or not, that ain’t changing anytime soon.
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See SLUDGE on page 11

See HEARING on page 11

Big drop in births at 
LI College Hospital
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By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 “Playing Through” will be 
open on Saturday, May 30 at 55 
33rd St. (between Second and 
Third Avenues in Sunset Park, 
no phone). For info, visit www.
playingthrough.info.

For one day only, free mini-golf

Dave Lukowski putts at Playing 
Through, an artist created mini golf 
carnival in Sunset Park.
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Thanks to the expanded G train — which begins on July 5 — Brooklynites like Marc Kaadi can easily 
get from Church Avenue in Kensington all the way to the Second Stop Cafe, on Lorimer Street in Wil-
liamsburg. See GO Brooklyn on page 5 for a user’s guide to the new “Brooklyn Local.”
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By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 To sign the online petition, 
visit www.savejacqueskiss.com.

Jacques Torres: I’ll fight Big Cocoa

‘CHIP’ ON HIS SHOULDER: 
DUMBO chocolatier Jacques 
Torres is fighting Hershey’s.
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By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

Holy war
Flock forced from
unfriendly confines 

The flock from Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church on Pacific Street is homeless.
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See FLOCK on page 13

The Brooklyn Paper

Vonnegut on compost

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

Residents: Bus is so loud, it sets off car alarms

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

COVER UP
Pols lick salt-pile crisis

COME ON, FEEL THE NOISE: Juan Mendez of 76th Street in Bay 
Ridge says the MTA’s new “clean” buses are louder than the old ones.
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Novelist’s likeness 
appears on dirt-box

VONNEGUTS: Someone has installed a public 
compost heap on Columbia Street that is covered 
with tributes to legendary writer Kurt Vonnegut.
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SALTY SITUATION: Our photographer braved a spray of road 
salt on Columbia Street to snap pictures of workers fighting to 
restore order.
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DAYS UNTIL CLOSE OF  
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

SUPERFUND 
COUNTDOWN

(As of Friday, May 1)

 The Environmental Protection Agen-
cy has extended the public-comment 
period regarding its proposal to des-
ignate the Gowanus Canal as a federal 
Superfund site to July 8. To submit 
your comment, visit www.epa.gov/ 
superfund/sites/npl/pubcom.htm.

Yes, the entire world seems to be freaking out about swine flu, but 
closer to home, our photographer caught some hunky men making 
the best of the situation. (Above) Alex Wenderoff shows how to 
stay healthy and fashionable with a thinning red-striped shirt and 
surgical mask, while Brian Cowan (below left) sported an athletic-fit 
T-shirt and a Michael Jackson–esque glove that dares a virus to get 
near him. Josh Lubin Levy (below right) went with plaid.

By Mike McLaughlin  
and Emilia Brock
The Brooklyn Paper

Pro-Superfund activist Triada 
Samaras shows her support.
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See CANAL on page 2

See SALT on page 13

The Willy Wonka of Water Street, Jacques 
Torres, is under fire from Big Cocoa. 
Here’s how Torres’s “Champagne Kiss” 
compares to Hershey’s famous version.

Champagne Kiss Name of item Hershey’s KISS

Champagne Secret 
ingredient

Polyglycerol polyrici-
noleate, an emulsifier

This “perfectly 
balanced” treat “is 

worth every 
penny” of its 

$1.50 pricetag.

Tasters’ 
comments

A “cloyingly sweet” 
bit of “over-pro-
cessed” sugar that 
“gives the word ‘kiss’ 
a bad name.”

Candidates 
duke it out

Page 2

Cleaning the
Gowanus 69
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By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

GET MARRIED HERE — FOR $15K!

POWERFUL LOBBY: The grand former bank space in the ground floor of the Wil-
liamsburgh Savings Bank tower will soon be available for parties and weddings.

R
ic

ha
rd

 B
er

en
ho

lz

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

Court ordered 
State will hear Yards case

By Thomas Nocera
for The Brooklyn Paper

R and N trains rated filthiest in the system

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

Protesters demand that Patrick Henry McCarren keep his pool

NO SURPRISE: A transit watchdog 
group has ranked the R and N trains 
the filthiest in the city. Here’s why.
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Borough President Markowitz endorsed Councilman Bill 
DeBlasio for public advocate on Monday. For the full 
story, head over to BrooklynPaper.com
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Emily Gallagher (left) and Mikki Halpin are protesting a 
proposal to sell the naming rights to McCarren Pool.
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DAYS UNTIL CLOSE OF  
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD

SUPERFUND 
COUNTDOWN

(As of Friday, July 3)

 The Environmental Protection 
Agency has extended the public-
comment period regarding its 
proposal to designate the Gow-
anus Canal as a federal Super-
fund site to July 8. To submit your 
comment, visit www.epa.gov/ 
superfund/sites/npl/pubcom.htm.

SUPERFIGHT
Gowanus battle down to wire

Cleaning the
Gowanus

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

DUMBO ATM charges $3.99

Ridge seeks to 86 vendors

FOOD FOR THOUGHT: Elyes Muileh, 
a food vendor on 86th Street in Bay 
Ridge, opposes a plan to boot him.
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NO-ARM BANDIT: Tourist 
Ken Oer tel gets soaked.
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See VENDORS on page 9

See ATM on page 9 See GOWANUS, page 9

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper
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Still being 
developed

No longer being 
developed at this time

THE SHRINKING YARDS
Developer Bruce Ratner and state officials are 
not currently seeking to acquire land beyond 
the arena site (shaded area below left), making 
the Atlantic Yards project nothing more than 
a basketball arena and several buildings at the 
corner of Atlantic and Flatbush avenues.

New deals cut to save Yards

State: No way to make highway as safe as possible

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

Wonder of the world or mosquito breeding 
ground? That’s the question on the corner 
of Bedford Avenue and N. 12th Street in 
Williamsburg, where a puddle in a construc-
tion site has turned into a stagnant lake of 
sorrows. Neighbors worry that the pond — 
which reflects the Russian Orthodox Cathe-
dral in a style similar to India’s Taj Mahal — 
might lead to skeeter trouble this summer.
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By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

BQE fix: Standards are optional

THE BQE: If they fix it, it doesn’t 
mean that safety will come, state 
officials now admit.
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By Zeke Faux
for The Brooklyn Paper

For openers, Clones take two from Yanks

The Brooklyn Cyclones — who seem to be forever chasing the Staten Is-
land Yankees  — took the season-opening series against their rivals.

Th
e 

B
ro

o
kl

yn
 P

ap
er

 /
 G

ar
y 

T
ho

m
as

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

THEY BELIEVE THEY CAN FLY: 
College kids played quidditch — 
Harry Potter’s game of choice.
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Quidditch takes off as players 
keep their feet on the ground 

By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

Poet’s death leaves giant muse to fill

See GAME on page 2
See VICTORY on page 2

W

Leon Freilich, a strong 
poet from Park Slope.

Frank Hoier, the 
Bard of Bushwick.
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find a new poet lau-
reate, but Brooklyn 
can not be without 
a Verse-maker-in-
Chief. Thus, The 
Brooklyn Paper has 
prepared a “short 
list” of candidate 
poets on page 14.

See BAILOUT on page 6

See LAUREATE on page 14

See SIEGELMAN on page 14

THE BROOKLYN

By Gersh KuntzmanBy Gersh Kuntzman
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Rx reopens — for a day

Everyone from Mayor Bloomberg to the staff of The Brooklyn Paper enjoyed the city’s 
best street fair on Sunday, as the 35th Atlantic Antic stretched out from Hicks Street all 
the way to Fourth Avenue. Our photographer Tom Callan picked his way through the 
crowd and caught all the action, including this dancer at Clinton Street.

By Will Yakowicz
The Brooklyn Paper

Condo price cut on Flatbush

OPEN AND SHUT: The Vermont Market on the corner of Henry 
and Sackett streets in Cobble Hill opened on Saturday, ending 
more than a decade out of business. But will it open again?
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By Kristen V. Brown
for The Brooklyn Paper

By Sabrina Jaszi
for The Brooklyn Paper

Dogged South Slopers seek pooch patch 

Dog-owners use a small park near the Prospect Express-
way as a dog run. Now, they hope to make it official.
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The Brooklyn Paper

— Gersh Kuntzman
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See CONDOS on page 11

By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

Nurturer of talent is dead
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See STEIN on page 11

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

Boro’s top donkeys are Party poopers

Borough President Markowitz abandoned 
his party last Thursday to endorse Republi-
can Mike Bloomberg for mayor.
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See BETRAY on page 11

PRICED TO MOVE: The Oro Tower, on 
Gold Street and Flatbush Avenue, was 
Downtown’s first new luxury condo — 
and now prices are plummeting.
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By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

Arena re-design is not a ‘hangar’

George Williams hugs his mom, Danielle Midgette, before start-
ing his first day of kindergarten at PS 32 in Carroll Gardens on 
Wednesday, one day after a timely new report revealed that child-
care costs are going through the roof. See page 5.
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SHoP TALK: The latest de-
signs for Bruce Ratner’s 
basketball arena at the in-
tersection of Flatbush and 
Atlantic avenues (above) are 
decidedly bolder than the 
first post–Frank Gehry ren-
derings that the developer 
put out earlier this summer 
(right). That design, by the 
Midwestern firm of Ellerbe 
Becket, has been spruced up 
thanks to a partnership with 
the Manhattan firm, SHoP 
Architects. Gehry’s “Urban 
Room” is gone.

By Zeke Faux
for The Brooklyn Paper

Cyclones crash & burn in Ohio field
By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

Bullets over 
‘Broadway’
City sued over Triangle 

SWEPT AWAY!

By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

But a victim of alleged Ponzi schemer forgives him!

Barbara Grebin lost hundreds of thousands of dollars 
that she invested with alleged shyster Philip Barry, who 
worked out of this shabby 82nd Street office (left).
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By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

‘SOUTHERN’ HOSPITALITY
Band finds no ‘Comfort’ in cease-and-desist order

Eddie Sarkis’s band, Southern Comfort, has been 
ordered to stop using the name of a popular syrupy 
spirit by the company that makes it.

See TRIANGLE on page 6

See ARENA on page 11

See CLONES on page 11

See PONZI on page 11

See SOUTH on page 9

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

Condo offer: Move 
innie, get an Audi

See AUDI on page 11

Atlantic Yards  
a money pit?

New study says so. See more:
BrooklynPaper.com
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By Sabrina Jaszi
for The Brooklyn Paper

 Call it a bikelash!
 A group of enraged cyclists 
fought back against the city for 
removing the Bedford Avenue bike 
lane last week, repainting the lane 
under cover of darkness last Fri-
day night.
     The two-wheeled crusaders went 
out late with rollers, paint, home-
made stencils — and, of course, a 
video crew — to document their 
act of uncivil disobediance.
 “We are NY city bicyclists and 
our message is clear,” the dissi-
dents announced at the end of their 
video. “Don’t take away our bike 
lanes.”
 But early on Monday morning, 
when they returned to finish up, a 
patrol unit from South Williams-
burg Shomrim Jewish police force, 
intervened and called cops.
 After an investigation, the 
NYPD arrested two of the paint-
ers, but a source told The Brook-
lyn Paper that four more Williams-
burg bikers and two Hasidim were 
also part of the re-laning effort.
 The controversy began on Dec. 
1 when the city sandblasted the 
painted bike lane along a 14-block 
stretch between Flushing and Di-
vision avenues, citing nearby bike 
paths along Kent and Wythe ave-
nues as more than sufficient.
 But that explanation did not quell 
persistent rumors in the biking and 
blogging communities that the lane 
was removed at the behest of Ha-
sidic leaders, who claim that the 
lane hinders buses dropping off and 
picking up children at the numer-
ous religious schools on the route, 
and populates the neighborhood 
with scantily clad females.

Activists restore Bedford Ave bike lane

Bike activists repainted the Bedford Avenue bike lane last Friday — and much of 
their effort was still visible this week.

Brooklyn Heights resident Lauren Alarcon found her tree on Montague Street on Wednesday 
— and later used our exhaustive events calendar to find other seasonal activities (see page 8).
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By Andy Campbell
The Brooklyn Paper

 Only 13 were left — and certainly 
not standing — when the all-out war 
between Jonathan Lethem and his new 
novel ended at 4:11 am on Saturday.
 It might never have come to this — a 
nine-hour marathon reading — had the 
Bard of Boerum Hill not failed so dis-
mally in his promise to read the entirety 
of his new 467-page book, “Chronic 
City,” on eight successive nights be-
tween Oct. 16 and Dec. 4 at BookCourt 
— his home turf.
 Even after adding an extra session 
last week at Word bookshop in Green-
point, Lethem still had roughly half of 
the doorstopper to go.
 Still, he started promptly at 7 pm, 
gleam in his eye and a few jokes up 
his sleeve. He said he timed the read-
ing himself — though he was smart 
enough to not reveal the estimated time 
of completion.
 By 7:40 pm, he was already pour-
ing sweat like Jerry Lewis on Labor 

Day — and he was losing fans fast.
 “After a certain amount of time, you 
kinda just feel like a groupie,” said King-
man Brewster who had been to only 
one of the prior “Lethem vs. ‘Chronic 
City’” readings.
 Brewster left at 8 pm; Lethem pressed 
on.
 “I’ll make it,” he said, as the blazer 
came off.
 Another hour passed. Wine cups 
came out, bread was broken, and Le-
them lost the top button of his shirt.
 But he wasn’t the only person in the 
bookstore who was enduring. Brent 
Shearer attended a whopping six of 
the “Chronic City” readings. As a re-
sult, Lethem promised him the book 
that the Bard was reading from — if 
he made it to the end.

Marathon man! Lethem finishes book
Nine-hour reading — yes, nine hours! — caps ‘Chronic’ night

Jonathan Lethem hosted a nine-hour reading at BookCourt that started on Friday night (left) and ended at 4:11 the next morning (right).
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By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

 Get ’em while they’re hot! The 
tax-exempt bonds that are critical to 
financing the Atlantic Yards arena 
are set to go on the market next week 
— and they’re expected to sell faster 
than you can say “land grab.” 
 Earlier this month, Moody’s and 

ner and his partners at the Empire 
State Development Corporation be-
lieved they could issue $900 mil-
lion in bonds because the project 
appeared more likely turn a hand-
some profit, and thus pay back in-
vestors with less risk.
 Additionally, Ratner will have 
far less equity in the project, once 
he completes the sale of 80 percent 
of the team — at a huge loss — to 
Russian billionaire Mikhail Prok-
horov.
 Still, there is little doubt that big 
institutions like hedge funds, banks, 
and insurance agencies will not hes-
itate to snatch up the bonds when 
they go on the market well before 
they lose their much-coveted tax-
exempt status on Jan. 1, when an 
IRS rule change kicks in that bars 
such developer-friendly financing 
schemes.
 With the $500 million raised from 
the bond sale, plus the city and state’s 
long-promised contribution of $273 

all too familiar from the economic 
crisis — provided ample fodder to 
those opposed to the project because 
it reflects a current economic climate 
that’s inhospitable to projects that 
rely so heavily on revenue sources 
like naming-rights deals, luxury 
boxes and advertising.
 Indeed, several years ago, Rat-

Standard and Poor’s rated the state’s 
tax-free bonds as Baa3 and BBB–, 
respectively — meaning that the 
$500 million in bonds are as risky 
an investment as those used to fi-
nance previous sports projects like 
Yankee Stadium and Citi Field.
 Still, the fact that the rating is just 
above junk-bond status — a term 

Ratner’s tax-free bonds to go on sale next week  The state is about to issue bonds to pay for the Atlantic Yards 
arena. But what’s it all mean? Let The Explainer break it down.

The Explainer

The state’s bonds, which will go on 
sale next week, are a loan on be-
half of Bruce Ratner, who can’t is-
sue tax-free bonds himself. The loan 
will finance construction of the proj-
ect, and Ratner is expected to pay 
back the state with payments in lieu 
of taxes.

Instead of paying normal prop-
erty tax on the arena land, Ratner 
will make fixed payments — which 
won’t fluctuate based on the land’s 
value, as normal property taxes do. 
This arrangement helped finance 
other stadium projects — though the 
IRS finally nixed their use, effective 
on Jan. 1, 2010, because the scheme 
cheats taxpayers out of actual prop-
erty tax revenue.

Moody’s, which uses a Baa3 rating, 
and Standard & Poor’s, which called 
theirs BBB–, based such ratings 
on projections of how much money 
the Nets and their arena will make 
— and revenue projections have 
dropped due to the ailing economy, 
which affects Ratner’s ability to sell 
everything from that extra hot dog to 
a big luxury suite.

Baa3 and BBB– are one step above 
junk bonds — but don’t misunder-
stand. All it means is that there is 
a slightly greater risk to investors 
— who get a slightly better interest 
rate in return for taking that higher 
risk. A AAA-rated bond is safer — 
but also doesn’t yield as much inter-
est for the investor.

The state will sell tax-free bonds next week to finance Bruce Ratner’s controversial arena.
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See BIKE LANE on page 11

See LETHEM on page 13

See BONDS on page 11
See EXPLAINER on page 11
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By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

ADAMS FAMILY VALUES
Senator says he would’ve arrested Harvard prof

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

Gov: Bloomy’s clean-up plan might work
Cleaning the
Gowanus

Nick Santomauro was called out, but our pho-
tographer captured the unbelievable truth. See 
page 11 for the best Cyclones coverage.

By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

Lander, Skaller fi re spitballs over an 8-year-old

New York’s best 
election coverage

By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

City Council District 33

City Council District 39

City Council District 45

Comptroller

Public Advocate

Paper-sponsored forums on TV, Interweb

 By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

Greenpointers fi ght gates of wrath

Not everyone was pleased with moderator Gersh Kuntzman’s efforts to keep the candidates in the 
33rd Council district in line. Here, Ken Baer confronts the Brooklyn Paper editor.
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Renee Demund (left) and Alley Getz got into the spirit of Thurs-
day night’s “Purple Rain” singalong in Prospect Park.
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It’s messy — but now the state thinks that maybe Mayor Bloomberg’s 
plan for a clean-up isn’t so bad.
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‘GATES’ PROJECT: Some building owners along Kent Av-
enue in Williamsburg have sealed off waterfront access.
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Locals: Get old fences off the waterfront!

By Robert Voris
for The Brooklyn Paper

Postal worker Santos Caraballo, delivers mail at Cadman Towers on Clark Street. Despite an outcry from 
tenants in the building, the United States Postal Service is reassigning him.
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See POSTAL  on page 13

See ADAMS  on page 13

See SCHOOL  on page 13

See FENCE  on page 13
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Check us out @ nypost.com/highschoolsports

Dam
ion Reid

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 With one hand, they pour 
your drinks. With the other, 
they carry a bat.
 Many Brooklyn bars use 
surveillance cameras for se-
curity, others rely on their vigi-
lant staff and trustworthy regu-
lars — but a number of watering 
holes across the borough keep 
a last line of defense beneath 
the bar.
 Kevin Buckley — a bar-
keep at the 4th Avenue Pub in 
Park Slope — told The Brook-
lyn Paper that he doesn’t have 
a wooden baseball behind the 

counter so he can hit cleanup on 
the beer bar’s softball team.
 “It’s more to intimidate than 
anything else,” said Buckley as 
he choked up on the Mizuno 
late one Wednesday night. “I’ve 
used it to scare people who are 
trying to push their way in af-
ter we’ve closed.”
 The spry sudsman isn’t 
alone. 
 From Newtown Creek to the 
Narrows, some of the borough’s 
most beloved bartenders carry 
weapons to stay safe in a dan-
gerous line of work, especially 
in the wake of a string of gun-
point bar robberies that terror-

ized Red Hook pubs in 2007.
 Two wooden clubs behind 
the bar at Lucky 13 Saloon in 
Park Slope haven’t seen much 
action, but they helped get a bar-
tender out of a jam, said bar-
keep Ryan Wojgas.
 “One of the female bartend-
ers pulled them out and used 
them to jab a guy that she was 
kicking out,” said Wojgas, who 
noted that fights and rowdiness 
at the 13th Street hangout are 
rare, mainly because of the 
steady crowd of regulars.
 That said, it’s a bartender’s 
duty to remain on guard and Bartender Kevin Buckley keeps a baseball bat under the cash register at the 4th 

Avenue Pub — though it’s not to show off his swing.

By Will Yakowicz
The Brooklyn Paper

 If you think helicopter 
noise over Brooklyn Heights, 
DUMBO and other waterfront 
neighborhoods is bad now, wait 
until this spring, when chopper 
traffic is expected to at least 
double.
 In April, a heliport on Man-
hattan’s distant West Side will 
close, shifting its 75 daily tour-
ist flights to a pad on the East 

River near Wall Street — and 
Brooklynites are already rallying 
to shoot down the invaders.
 “What we have now is a 
free-for-all of helicopters over 
Brooklyn Heights,” Brooklyn 
Heights Association President 
Tom van den Bout told the Eco-
nomic Development Corpora-
tion in a letter last week. “We 
are outraged at the prospect of 
doubling or tripling the num-
ber of helicopter flights past 
Brooklyn Heights, DUMBO 

and Brooklyn Bridge Park.”
 The agency has agreed to 
meet on Friday with the BHA, 
which has tried to bar non-es-
sential tourist helicopter flights 
 for years to no avail . There is 
no reason to think they’ll suc-
ceed this time, given Mayor 
Bloomberg’s insistence that the 
city benefits from the tourist 
money from the 25,000 flights 
that took off from West 30th 
Street last year.
 Each flight costs tourists 

at least $800 a pop. Do the 
math.
 But the BHA has an ally in 
Councilman David Yassky (D–
Brooklyn Heights), who urged 
EDC not to relocate the non-es-
sential tourist rides to the East 
Side heliport in the wake of Au-
gust’s fatal helicopter collision 
in the Hudson.
 The anti-copter campaign is 
making a lot of noise, but EDC 

By Simon McCormack
for The Brooklyn Paper

 Downtown office workers did a double 
take when they saw a coffin propped up 
on the sidewalk outside National Grid’s 
building on Jay Street.
 “Asbestos kills,” read a sign on the cof-
fin, which contained a body (albeit fake) 

 Medina said that some companies don’t 
provide non-union employees with ade-
quate asbestos-removal gear, which means 
that some fibers can get into the air, and 
that anyone coming in contact with such 
a worker is at risk of breathing in the can-
cer-causing material.
 But National Grid spokeswoman Karen 
Young said Medina’s concerns were mis-
guided.
 “National Grid is committed to safe-
guarding our employees and the general 
public,” she wrote in an e-mail. “We work 
with qualified contractors that are licensed 
by New York State.”
 It’s not the first time that Downtown 
has been the site of union/non-union ten-
sion. Union workers’ inflatable rat makes 
frequent appearances in the neighborhood 
whenever developers hire non-unionized 
workers.
 But the coffin definitely stopped traf-
fic.
 “At first, I thought it was a real body in 
there, so it definitely made me think about 
the issue,” said one worker who declined 
to give his name.

of a dead construction worker — killed, 
his “co-workers” said because National 
Grid uses non-union workers to remove 
the deadly fiber from its building.
 “We’re trying to convince people to do 
the right thing,” said Jose Medina, a rep-
resentative for Local 78, which includes 
asbestos removers.

Union workers protested in front of National Grid’s 
Downtown offices on Tuesday, complaining that the 
company’s use of non-union labor to remove asbes-
tos would lead to deaths. Yes, that’s a coffin.
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By Will Yakowicz
The Brooklyn Paper

 Gold, silver, diamonds, and plat-
inum sparkle in the shop windows 
on the Fulton Mall, but some area 
residents think the street’s new side-
walks don’t sparkle enough!
 Newly poured concrete side-
walks — part of an ongoing city 
reconstruction project — lack the 
promised glitz and glam, Commu-
nity Board 2 Chairman John Dew 
told Department of Transportation 
officials on Tuesday night.
 “There is no glitter on the side-
walks,” Dew complained, claim-
ing that the city hadn’t laced the 
sidewalks with enough fairy dust 
— in this case, silicon carbide — 
to produce  the visually stunning 
sparkle  that had been promised.

At night, some of the glitter comes out.
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By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 The battle between a 
Democratic incumbent and 
a Republican upstart isn’t 
just a race for Bay Ridge’s 
Council seat — it’s a lit-
mus test for conservatives 
in the borough’s longtime 
right-wing stronghold.
 In the so-called  “Fray by 

the Bay,”  one-time grocer, 
longtime community ac-
tivist, and current adjunct 
professor Bob Capano is at-
tacking Councilman Vince 
Gentile (D–Bay Ridge) 
for his sometimes adver-
sarial relationship with 
the mayor, his allegiance 
to slush-fund-tarnished 
Council Speaker Chris-

tine Quinn, and even the 
recent reduction in garbage 
basket pick-ups on com-
mercial streets.
 “The previous council-
man funded twice-a-day 
basket pickups on our lo-
cal avenues — Gentile did 
not continue that, and our 
streets are more dirty as 

WEAPONS  

BLING  

RIDGE  

CHOPPER  

JOY! Yankees

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

 It’s hard to become the bard.
 To get a gig as Brooklyn’s new poet 
laureate, the borough’s wordsmiths 
have until Nov. 24 to submit their 
work to a five-person poetic panel 
that will parse the prose and select 
three finalists for Borough President 
Markowitz.
 “We know that with all our borough’s 
beauty, character — and characters — 
Brooklyn writers and poets never lack 
inspiration,” said Markowitz, whose 
selection will fill the coveted volun-

teer position that’s been vacant since 
poet laureate  Ken Siegelman’s death 
in June .
 “Our new poet laureate should 
follow the expansive example of Ken 
Siegelman, now of blessed memory, 
by not only being a fine poet, but an 
enthusiastic ambassador of poetry and 
literacy.”
 Alongside five to 10 pages of po-
etic work, potential poets laureate  
must also send a two-page bio or re-
sume, and a cover letter outlining 
how they’ll use poetry to engage with 
Brooklyn neighborhoods.

 The panel features heavy hitters 
of light verse, including Julie Agoos, 
coordinator of Brooklyn College’s po-
etry Master’s program; Robert Casper, 
of the Poetry Society of America; 
Linda Susan Jackson, poet and Eng-
lish professor at Medgar Evers Col-
lege; Dionne Mack-Harvin, Brook-
lyn Public Library executive director; 
and Anthony Vigorito, poet and re-
tired teacher who was mentored by 
Siegelman. 

Our readers thought Park Slope 
poet Sharon Mesmer should be 
Brooklyn’s new poet laureate.
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By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

was

Report: Jobs, 
wages down

By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

Once again, 
The Paper
is ‘Excellent’
By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

See the video at BrooklynPaper.com.

B-day bash battles bridge’s belittlers
The Brooklyn Paper

FOUR MORE YEARS
We endorse Mike Bloomberg

New York’s best 
election coverage

RACE FOR MAYOR

page 12.
FRESHMAN YEAR: Back in the day, Bill DeBlasio (right) 
and David Yassky were rising stars. After Tuesday’s run-
off, only DeBlasio is left standing.
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NAH-NAH: Congregation Beth Elohim rabbi 
Andy Bachman led the counterprotest to the 
Westboro Baptist bigots on Saturday.
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HER GOD HATES: Bigots from the Kansas-based Westboro Baptist 
Church protested at two Brownstone Brooklyn shuls on Saturday — but 
were met by counterprotesters who greatly outnumbered them.
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Outnumbered by locals, 
loonies hightail it home 

In Ridge, message is clear: Kill Jews
The Brooklyn Paper

— Ben MuessigAt the Kane Street Synagogue in Cobble Hill, members of the congrega-
tion stared down the Westboro crew in their little pen.
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See BAD NEWS  on page 13

See RUNOFF  on page 13

See BIGOTS  on page 13

Meanwhile, at Borough Hall...
Borough President Markowitz abandoned his party on Thurs-
day to join the Community Newspaper Group in endorsing 
Republican Mike Bloomberg for mayor.
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By Gersh Kuntzman
and David Chiu

By Kristen V. Brown

By Ben Muessig

Cleaning the
Gowanus

By Helen Rittelmeyer
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See NETS  on page 11

See HATE  on page 13

See CANAL  on page 12See LOCO  on page 13

By Gersh Kuntzman

nyet

INSIDE THE RUSSO-
BROOKLYNITE ALLIANCE
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SALES & WARRANTY REPAIR
DATA RECOVERY

www.mikeyshookup.com

ALL NEW
MACBOOKS 
AVAILABLE
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Smartmom’s 
kids: Write
is so wrong

By Louise Crawford

The Brooklyn Paper

Obama inspires Brooklyn

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

John Fecunda, third grader at PS 11 in Clinton Hill

“Before, when Bush was president, I thought I could never be president. But on Election Day, 
2008, history was made. To me, ‘Yes we can’ means we can make schools a better place to learn. 
We can turn around our economic crisis. We can change the world. Obama’s election journey 
tought me that a black male can do what a white male can do. And one day, I could become presi-
dent. I could really become president. Obama inspires me and gives me hope.”
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See OBAMAMANIA on page 11

See SMARTMOM on page 8

See CONDOS on page 9

By Zeke Faux
for The Brooklyn Paper

Slope author will visit your book group

Park Slope author Joshua Henkin (he’s the man) will read and discuss his 
work with any book group that asks. 

Nathan’s Famous hot dog stand has been on Surf 
Avenue since 1916. Its future is in doubt. See HENKIN on page 11See NATHANS on page 9

By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

City plan could replace Coney’s iconic hot dog stand
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By Mike McLaughlin
The Brooklyn Paper

See CONEY PLAN on page 9

By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

Our ancestral home faces extinction

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper HAPPY

Streets   

The town of Breukelen’s sole bridge (right) is a 20-foot-long drawbridge over the River 
Vecht. Our more famous structure moves for no one and handles a bit more traffic.
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Holland days!

Here, bicyclists rule the roads

Bikes are everywhere in Amsterdam, including 
these near the main train station.
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By our Amsterdam Bureau
The Brooklyn Paper

The Brooklyn Paper goes Dutch

Mayor Ger Mik at the edge of his town.
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SEE PAGE 12

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

CNG’s 
exclusive 
look to 

the future!

By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

Skyscrapers vie for tallest crown
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AvalonBay 
Communites

Developer The Clarett 
Group

“Avalon 
Willoughby 

West”

Name “The 
Brooklyner”

596 feet, 57 
stories

Height 514 feet, 51 
stories

861 rentals Apartments 491 rentals

Harry O’s, fish 
shop, “The 

Brooklyner”

Neighbors Harry O’s, fish 
shop, “Avalon 
Willoughby 
West”

EDIFICE COMPLEX: Two Downtown sky-
scrapers are battling to become the tallest 
building in the borough — the newly an-
nounced “Avalon Willoughby West” (left) 
and the recently topped off “Brooklyner” 
(right). Here’s a high-rising Tale of the Tape 
highlighting the tall differences between 
these two epic edifices.

By Ben Muessig
The Brooklyn Paper

Broadway brawl!
Battle lines drawn over Triangle rezone
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THE BREUKELEN

See BROAD  on page 2See WILCO  on page 2

See TOWERS  on page 2

See BREUK  on page 16

See BIKES   on page 16 See ANGLE   on page 16

By Gersh Kuntzman
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Supporters of a city’s plan to rezone the Broadway Triangle, 
including Pilar Ruiz, protested in front of the Swingin’ 60s 
Senior Center on Tuesday. 

BROOKLYN

New
housing

towers 
to the

 sky

Foodies 

flock to Brooklyn

Borough transforms 

into Hollywood East
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two more times, and now 
it’s slated for a mid-Janu-
ary opening.
Homeless congregation: 
Members of the Bethle-
hem Lutheran Church al-
lege that the Metropolitan 
New York Synod seized 
their place of worship. The 
heavenly battle is still be-
ing waged in civil court, 
and the governing body 
of the church in Boerum 
Hill finally speaks out this 
month against its opposi-
tion.
Au revoir: Patois, the pio-
neering Smith Street bistro, 
closes after 11 years in the 
business. When it opened, 
the strip’s gentrification 
began in earnest.

G whiz: While construction 
continues on the elevated 
portion of the F train, the G 
train is extended to Church 
Avenue. The 
new “Brook-
lyn Local” 
allows Park 
Slopers to go 
to Greenpoint 
without transferring. In an 
editorial, The Brooklyn 
Paper admonishes its read-
ers to “use it or lose it,” be-

 BROOKLYN HEIGHTS  43 CLARK STREET  718 625-0500
 PROSPECT PARK  17 EASTERN PARKWAY  718 789- 4600
T R I B E C A   8 0  L E O N A R D  S T R E E T    212 966-5432

Solution:
Holiday Membership for only $25 per Week
320,000 square feet of state-of-the-art facilities 
including: swimming, squash, racquetball, fencing, 
martial arts, volleyball, and boxing, with classes, 
weights, and endurance equipment to condition 
for these sports, plus saunas, steamrooms, and spa.

Offer ends December 31, 2009

Resolution No.1:
get in shape for my other resolutions

MEMBERSHIP TERM FROM DATE OF JOINING THROUGH JANUARY 31, 2010.  DUES FOR FULL TERM OF MEMBERSHIP TO BE PAID IN ADVANCE. 
NOT ALL FACILITIES AT ALL LOCATIONS.

   

211 Fifth Avenue
(between Union & President)
Park Slope
(718) 636-9463
www.redwhiteandbubbly.com
Open Mon–Sat: 10am–10pm, 
Sun: 12pm–8pm  

Join our 
WINE TASTINGS at 
Red White & Bubbly

Red White 
& Bubbly 
wishes all 
our friends & 
neighbors a 
happy & healthy 
new year!

WEDNESDAY, DEC 30TH, 6–9PM
Frederick Wildman wines

THURSDAY, DEC 31ST, 6–9PM
Pol Roger Champagne Tasting.  We will feature Pol Roger NV, 
Pol Roger Rich, and Pol Roger Pure

o some, it was the worst 
year in decades. To 
others, it was merely 

horrible. But for us at The 
Brooklyn Paper, 2009 will 
go down in history as another 
12-month period when lots of 
interesting, important, news-
worthy, exciting, traumatic 
and Atlantic Yards things 
happened.
 Here’s our gimlet-eyed 
view on the year that was:

Better than Luger?! The 
century-old king of steaks, 
Peter Luger, is dethroned 
when The Brooklyn Paper 

officially 
pronounc-
es that its 
quality has 
slipped — 
a l lowing 

newcomer Morton’s The 
Steakhouse to eclipse the 
legend. Luger’s “meat pil-
low” is juicy, but the steak 
itself — though still often 
hailed as the best in the 
borough — is not beefy 
enough for our critic’s pal-
ate.
Porn again: Hijackers 
take over a Web site 
created by Coney Island 
landowner Joe Sitt — 
and suddenly www.
thefutureofconeyisland.
com is an X-rated 
pornography page. Web-
master Davina Cukier 
denies involvement and 
tries to sell the site, which 
now has nothing on it, 
smut or otherwise. But 
better news was in store 
later in the year, when the 
city buys Sitt’s beachfront 
land in hopes of building 
its own amusement 
Xanadu. By the end of the 
year, the inevitable lawsuit 
was filed, but the city says 
it will pick an interim 
theme park operator in 
January.
‘Park’ing problem: The 
price tag for Brooklyn 
Bridge Park skyrockets to 
almost $350 million from 
its original $150 million 
budget from 2002. Devel-
opment officials are also 
forced to admit that their 
controversial source of rev-
enue for maintenance — 
800 units of luxury hous-
ing inside the park, plus 
a hotel, too — are off the 

table because of the down-
turn in the economy.
Nude bomb: Our editor 
raises the bar — and some 
eyebrows — when he pos-
es nude in a drawing class, 
prompting what remains 
the most-watched video in 
the history of BrooklynPa-
per.com.

Big splash: Despite the 
downturn, city officials an-
nounce that they’ve lined 
up the cash to turn the de-
funct McCarren Park Pool 
back from a concert venue 
into a public pool. Mayor 
Bloomberg finally breaks 
ground on the $50-million 
restoration project in early 
December, and promises a 
finished product by 2012. 
We’ll be waiting.
Obama falls flat: Six-
point Craft Ales, the Red 
Hook brewery whose “Hop 
Obama” ale may have at 
least swayed the drunken 
vote in favor of our new 
president, is ordered by 
federal agents to stop brew-
ing on the grounds that the 
brew house didn’t have 
permission to use the then-
candidate’s likeness.
A new Miss Brook-
lyn: Keelie Sheridan, the 
22-year-old pride of Man-
hattan Beach, shot for the 
stars with an Irish jig, a 
last-minute tap routine and 
a smokin’ swimsuit con-
test before she is handed 
the tiara at the 2009 Miss 
Brooklyn contest. But un-
like the previous year’s 
winner, the legendary 
Leigh-Taylor Smith, Sheri-
dan is defeated at the Miss 
New York contest. Smith, 
of course, almost won Miss 
America.

RIP: Blogger Bob Guskind 
is discovered dead in his 
Park Slope home of an ap-
parent drug overdose. The 
creator of the Gowanus 
Lounge Web site was an 
affable neighbor and a 
well-respected journalist.
Superfund me: The Toll 
Brothers’s controversial 
mixed-income housing 
pro ject on the Gowanus 
Canal is discreetly ap-

The Paper looks back at the big stories of the not-so-great 2009

proved by the Department 
of City Planning, but the 
project runs 
into a speed 
bump when 
the federal 
government 
shows up 
with a pro-
posal to  list 
the canal as 
a Superfund 
site. Now the Toll Broth-
ers are waiting as the feds 
and city battle it out.
Big $ky: The highest-
priced apartment in the 
tallest Brooklyn building 
goes on sale for a measly 
$6 million. The Manhat-
tan-style luxury apart-
ment at the “Clocktower 
Residences” has views on 
all sides of the city, and 
3,000-square-foot terraces. 
But by the end of the year, 

$6 million seemed like a 
bargain, when DUMBO 
developer David Walentas 
puts his $25-million apart-
ment at 1 Main St. on the 
market in October, giving 
way to competition and 
arguably one of our great-
est headlines ever: “Clock 
tease!”
Rupert can’t resist: 
Brooklyn Paper Publisher 
Ed Weintrob announces 
that the (awesome) weekly 
he founded in 1978 has 
been sold to the Rupert 
Murdoch-led News Cor-
poration and would re-
locate from DUMBO to 
Metrotech. Nine months 
later and we’re still going 
strong, as our September 
awards sweep in Chicago 
revealed.
Hairy situation: Steve 

“Leon” Lutz wins the bor-
ough’s Beard and Mous-
tache Championship, de-
spite the facial hair mogul’s 
recent run-in with fire days 
before the contest. That’s a 
true champion.

Arborcidal maniacs: It’s 
official! Last year’s salt-
water-spewing public art 
project, “NYC Waterfalls,” 
did kill trees at the River 
Cafe, as we had reported 
last summer. Months 
later, cafe owner Buzzy 
O’Keeffe files a notice of 
claim against the city.
‘Dock’ing station: Op-
ponents of David Walen-
tas’s plan for an 18-story 
tower next to the Brook-
lyn Bridge trot out histo-
rian David McCullough, 
who calls for no buildings 
anywhere near the fabled 
span. Months later, of 
course, the City Council 
ignores the opponents — 
and evidence of city collu-
sion with Walentas — and 
votes in favor of the plan.
Delays and delays: Of-
ficials from the Prospect 
Park YMCA tells us the 
long-sought Park Slope 
Armory will open in 
September, finally giving 
way to recre a tion-deprived 
child ren at nearby schools. 
Little do they know, but 
the center will be delayed 

cause once the construction 
is completed, it is expected 
that the MTA will once 
again terminate the G at 
Smith-Ninth street — un-
less massive ridership can 
be documented.
Principal peeved: PS 20’s 
controversial principal al-
legedly assaults a teacher’s 
union representative, bring-
ing an abrupt end to his al-
legedly rage-filled tenure. 
The union rep, who is also 
a kindergarten teacher, is 
reportedly on the receiving 
of kicks and punches from 
the allegedly loco head-
master, Sean Keaton, who 
lashes out during a meet-
ing regarding, oh this is too 
perfect, discipline.

Gehry canned: Whatever 
your opinion about Bruce 
Ratner’s Atlantic Yards, 
most people liked architect 
Frank Gehry’s original, am-
bitious design. So there were 
howls when Ratner fires 
Gehry to supposedly save 
money. Opponents to the 
mega-project pile on after 
the announcement, saying 
that the scaled-down arena 
is proof of the developer’s 
financial instability. Later 
in the year, Ratner releases 
a new arena rendering that 
either looked like the fu-
ture of American architec-
ture or a George Foreman 
grill, depending on whom 
you asked. Ratner would 
end the year with a spate 
of good news, including a 
couple of big court wins, a 
deal with a Russian billion-
aire to buy 80 percent of his 
money-losing Nets, and a 
slam dunk sale of hundreds 
of millions in bonds that 
will pay for construction of 
the arena.
F marks the spot: With 
complaints about the F 
train mounting, the MTA 
finally agrees to conduct 

a study of what everyone 
knows. Months later, the 
report is issued. Guess 
what? The F train is bad.

Weiner feast: Joey “Jaws” 
Chestnut smashes the 
world-record in the Coney 
Island hot-dog-eating con-
test, retaining the Mustard 
Yellow International Belt 
for the good ol’ U.S. of A 
for another year. Chestnut 
consumes a whopping 68 
hot dogs and buns, com-
pared to 64-1/2 by the 
weiner-eating legend from 
the land of the rising bun, 
Takeru Kobayashi. For his 
part, Kobayashi pledges to 
return stronger than ever for 
next year’s contest, though 
insiders say he’s cooked.
Meadows of shame: 
Lazy bums are leaving trash 
all over Prospect Park — 
but no one 
is worse 
than MIH 
Ventu res, 
which holds 
its annual 
“Heatwave” event with-
out giving any warning to 
park officials that they ex-
pected tens of thousands 
of revelers. Prospect Park 
initially says it will seek 
repayment from the event 
organizers, but eventually 
accepts an apology and a 
promise to volunteer in a 
future clean-up. 

Dustup: Red Hook resi-
dents aren’t too welcoming 
when a company announc-
es it will open a concrete 
plant next to the Ikea and 
across from a local farm. 
Locals say that the factory 
would release dust, but US 
Concrete saw the location 
as perfect given its proxim-
ity to the Battery Tunnel 
and the Gowanus Express-

APRIL: Historian David McCullough opposed the Dock 
Street project in the name of the Brooklyn Bridge 

SEPTEMBER: A hate group from Kansas targeted 
the borough. They were vastly outnumbered.

G

JUNE: Bruce Ratner fired Frank Gehry from his Atlantic Yards project and released 
this design. The look is greeted with derision, and replaced in September. 

WINNERS: Mike Bloom-
berg won a surprisingly 
close mayoral race. Joey 
Chest nut was the Coney 
Island champion in July.
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See 2009 on page 4
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NEIGHBORHOOD REPORT

305 Atlantic Ave. (@ Smith St.)     Open Monday-Saturday
718.858.0313     Brooklyn@minutemanpress.com

$185.00
1,000 POSTCARDS

plus tax
Full Color
Full Bleed

16 pt. Cardstock
2 sided

UV or Matte
Enquire About
All of Our Other
Great Printing Deals.

MT. CALVARY BIBLE 
BAPTIST CHURCH

SERVICE EVERY SUNDAY AT 3 PM

 Lively singing
  Strong preaching (KJV)
   Family oriented
    Multi ethnic 

(718) 768-9274 (WASH)  OPEN 7 DAYS 7AM-10PM 

VEGAS

555 7TH AVE
ENTER FROM 19TH ST. JUST SOUTH OF 7TH AVE.

“HIGHEST QUALITY CAR WASH,  
AT THE BEST PRICES!”

“VIP MEGA” Elite Full Service
“Extreme Jackpot” Package +
• Complete Rain-X Service
• Armor All Dashboard, Center Console, & 4 Doors
• Armor All Seats (2 Rows) or Shampoo 4 Mats
• Air Fragrance

Not to be combined with any 
other offers. Expires 1/11/10

WITH COUPON PLUS TAX

$1846
Now Just

$30
Value

“Platinum” Express Car Wash
Includes:
• Double-Body Bath
• FREE Under Carriage Blast
• Clean Wheels
• Hand Towel Dry

Not to be combined with any 
other offers. Expires 1/11/10

WITH COUPON PLUS TAX

$369
$7
Value

“Extreme Jackpot” Full Service
Includes:
• Double-Body Bath
• Wheel Bright
• Under Carriage Blast
• Hand Towel Dry

 Triple Polish
 Armor All Tires
 Vacuum Interior
 Clean Windows

    Inside & Out Not to be combined with any 
other offers. Expires 1/11/10

WITH COUPON PLUS TAX

$877
$13
Value

 Wet Wax
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Art
Supplies for
the Fine Artist,
Graphic Artist,

Student
and Children

376
7th Ave.

(bet. 11th & 12th Sts)

369-4969

7th venue

Supplies

PAY-LESS FUEL OIL & SERVICE

PAY-LESS FUEL OIL & SERVICE

7 1 8 - 7 8 2 - 2 0 6 0 
1 - 8 0 0 - 7 9 0 - 5 3 7 7

Dermatology

CALL TODAY   718.832.3313

Say goodbye to unwanted lines

FREE BOTOX
with purchase of  

Radiesse or JuvedermPlus  
facial filler*

$800 package includes  
facial filler and one zone of botox

available to new patients only
cannot combine with other discounts

offer expires 12.31.2009
call for details

Javier Zelaya, MD
 Verna Broughton, PA

PARK SLOPE  
CHELSEA

By Andy Campbell
The Brooklyn Paper

 A major atheist group and a priest are suing the bor-
ough’s Catholic leadership, alleging that the church vi-
olated its tax-free status by making thousands of pre-
recorded calls during the November election campaign 
that endorsed candidates favored by Assemblyman Vito 
Lopez.
 Nobody’s denying that the so-called “robocalls” sup-
porting Lopez — with the voice of Brooklyn Bishop 
Nicholas DiMarzio himself — were placed to voters 
a couple days before the Nov. 3 general election. But 
the lawsuit will determine whether the Roman Catholic 
Diocese of Brooklyn overstepped its legal boundaries 
when it mentioned Lopez, the county’s Democrat Party 
boss and a Democratic assemblyman from Bushwick, 
in automated calls to thousands of Brooklynites.
 The suit also accuses the Diocese of placing the calls 
as a favor to Lopez, who, earlier this year, supported 
the church by opposing legislation that would give al-
leged sex-abuse victims more time to file old claims.
 There is one a massive problem with the suit: no one 
has an actual transcript of any of the calls. As a result, 
this lawsuit is one big game of “He Said, Vito Said.”
 Lopez shrugged off the lawsuit.
 “The church thanked me [in the calls] for supporting 
them on [the legislation], and that’s all,” he said. “But 
it doesn’t matter — I’m a third party in this. How can I 
control what the bishop releases?”
 DiMarzio and a Diocese spokesman did not return 
calls in time for The Brooklyn Paper’s catholic dead-
lines.
 The parties that filed the lawsuits — including lawyer 
John Aretakis, Rev. Robert Hoatson, and NYC Atheists 
President Kenneth Bronstein — admit that they haven’t 
heard the robocall and are making their claim on a No-
vember article in the New York Times that said DiMar-
zio openly supported Lopez in an “unusually overt step 
into politics by a religious leader.”
 Aretakis also claims that Lopez is lying about his in-
volvement.
 “[Lopez] engaged in illegal quid pro quo with [the 
church], where DiMarzio would [support] Vito’s slate 
of candidates,” alleged Aretakis, a suspended lawyer 
who formerly handled clergy cases. “They paid him 
back for voting against [the abuse legislation], which 
probably saved the church millions in lawsuits.”
 Lopez scoffed at the allegations and said one listen to 
the robocall will prove his case. Those juicy tidbits may 
become Exhibit A in the case — if it gets that far.

WILLIAMSBURG

By Andy Campbell
The Brooklyn Paper

 A DUMBO real-estate 
titan and his wife’s dream 
of donating her lovingly re-
stored, 1920s-era carousel to 
the Brooklyn Bridge Park wa-
terfront development was fi-
nally realized last Thursday 
when state officials finally 
accepted the gift.
 The directors of the Brook-
lyn Bridge Park Development 
Corporation approved David 
and Jane Walentases’ gift of 
the so-called “Jane’s Carou-
sel” and $3.45 million to land-
scape and operate it past the 
park’s closing time — and 
agreed to house it in a pa-
vilion designed by French 
architect Jean Nouvel.
 The Walentases have long 
sought to get the refurbished 
carousel into Brooklyn 
Bridge Park, which covers 
the entire waterfront of gen-
trifying DUMBO — a neigh-
borhood that the Walentases 
largely own.
 The couple have been fans 
of Nouvel since at least 1999, 
when he designed a glass-
sided hotel for a site inside 
the current footprint of the 
1.3-mile waterfront park and 
development.
 That project died amid 
community opposition, 

though there is a hotel slated 
for roughly the same location 
inside the park.
 The Walentases’ reached 
out to Nouvel again two years 
ago, commissioning an all-
weather facility for the car-
ousel that Jane Walentas has 
been restoring since 1984.
 For the last few years, it’s 
been something of a museum 
piece in a storefront on Wa-
ter Street that’s too small to 

actually allow anyone to ride 
the painted ponies as they go 
up and down.
 Jennifer Klein, the proj-
ect director, couldn’t say ex-
actly when kids would finally 
be able to get in the saddle 
inside the park, whose first 
permanent section is slated 
to open next month.
 But she did announce that 
the Walentases are donating 
$3.45 million for improve-

ments to the $350-million park 
and development, money that 
will allow the tourist-friendly 
carousel’s hours to be extended 
past the park’s closing time, 
possibly until 1 am.
 Klein said that mainte-
nance and operations will be 
covered by a humble ticket 
price that will “most likely” 
follow that of the Central Park 
Carousel, which has a ticket 
price of $2 per ride.

DUMBO

Jane Walentas’s restored carousel is one step closer to becoming a perma-
nent part of Brooklyn Bridge Park. For now, it remains on Water Street.
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John Aretakis (with phone) and Rev. Robert 
Hoatson are suing the Diocese of Brooklyn for 
supporting Assemblyman Vito Lopez with auto-
mated phonecalls last month.
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By Andy Campbell
The Brooklyn Paper

 For the second time in a 
week, bicyclists’ attempts to 
protest the city’s removal of 
the Bedford Avenue bike lane 
were foiled by the weather.
 Several cyclists who 
had planned to ride top-
less through Williamsburg 
on Saturday afternoon said 
the below-freezing temper-
atures and pelting snow had 
forced that portion of the pro-
test to be scrubbed.
 But the message was the 
same as last Sunday, when 
a group of five cyclists per-
formed a similar “freedom 
ride” to demand the return 
of the 14-block bike lane be-
tween Flushing Avenue and 
Division Street — which 
some bikers believe was 
eliminated last month as a 
favor to the Hasidic commu-
nity.
 “They removed it be-

WILLIAMSBURG

cause the Hasidic residents 
just don’t want to see scantily 
clad women,” said Heather 
Loop, the event’s would-be 
Lady Godiva.
 Despite the snow, a group 
of about 15 — and a van full 
of cops — left the Brook-
lyn Wreck Room on Flush-

ing Avenue between Central 
and Evergreen avenues near 
dusk, timing their departure 
to the end of the Jewish Sab-
bath.
 Onlookers and the media 
were also on hand for the ride 
— one round trip through the 
Hasidic portion of Williams-

burg — but some found it an-
ticlimactic and uneventful.
 But that’s exactly what 
other advocates called for 
last week after Loop had 
announced her intention of 
going topless.
 Transportation Alterna-
tives had released a state-
ment to suggest that “rhet-
oric or acts that pit neighbors 
against one another are not 
just irrelevant to this discus-
sion, they are flat-out offen-
sive.
 Meanwhile, Hasidic activ-
ist Isaac Abraham cautioned 
Loop not to “take out your 
anger and frustration … on 
the entire community, when it 
was only one individual who 
stated that ‘the dress code’ 
was the problem.
 “The entire community 
[has] always stated that safety 
and parking was the issue,” 
he added.

By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

 A controversial charter 
school sought to diffuse 
mounting tensions inside 
the Red Hook building it 
shares with a public school 
by dropping the bombshell 
news that has almost all the 
money it needs to build its 
own permanent facility.
 The news from the PAVE 
Academy came in a call to 
The Brooklyn Paper last 
Thursday — one day af-

ter PS 15 parents held an 
emergency meeting to plot 
their next move against a 
charter school that the par-
ents feel would push out the 
long-standing public school 
from the Wolcott Street build-
ing.
 That fear reached a fever 
pitch last week when the De-
partment of Education re-
leased an “educational im-
pact statement” that declared 
the school building capable 
of accommodating PAVE, 
which opened in 2008 with 

a kindergarten and first grade 
program that is set to grow 
by one grade per year until it 
is K-7, for five more years.
 “This is serious — our 
school has been targeted 
for termination,” said par-
ent John Battis, at the rau-
cous Dec. 16 meeting orga-
nized by the parent teacher 
association.
 Most parents reiter-
ated that PAVE originally 
promised that it would re-
main in the crowded build-
ing, which is between Rich-

ards and Van Brunt streets, 
for two years. 
 Adding into the drama is 
PS 15’s close ties to the hard-
scrabble community. The 
school is officially named 
after Patrick Daly, the prin-
cipal who was gunned down 
in 1992 during a gang gun-
fight, so the release of the 
city report was seen as a slap 
in the face that has received 
too many of them.
 But the tension may 
cool down with the charter 
school’s announcement that 

RED HOOK

its fundraising effort for a 
new building had been suc-
cessful.
 “We have $26 million from 
the Department of Education, 
and we’ve raised $6.2 mil-
lion on our own,” said Wally 
Bazemore, a member of the 
PAVE Academy board of di-
rectors.
 Bazemore added that the 
academy needs $6 million 
more to have full funding 
its own facility at Henry 
and Mill streets.
 “We’ll shortly be knock-

ing on the door to our build-
ing,” he said. “We want to be 
good neighbors [now], then 
get the hell out.”
 The dispute is nothing 
unique in a city where edu-
cational achievement is often 
a function of political power, 
and, most important, physi-
cal space is at a minimum. 
 At least 70 school build-
ings are in a similar situation 
in which a charter and public 
school share space, according 
to Department of Education 
spokeswoman Ann Forte.

About 15 cyclists rode the now-defunct Bedford 
Avenue bike lane in a protest ride on Saturday.
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88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill
 Once again, the Atlantic 
Terminal Mall was a den of 
inequity during the Christ-
mas rush. Here’s a roundup 
of all that went wrong:

outside the mall at 8 pm on 
Dec. 14, when an unruly mob 
attacked a woman waiting 
for the bus in front of Path-

ing a thief to take her wallet. 
It contained $250 and credit 
cards. 

mas shopper at Target tried 
to walk out without paying 
for any of her gifts. It turns 
out that the shoplifter was 
an employee at the upscale 
discount emporium who was 
just getting off her shift at 
7:30 pm, cops said. She tried 
to get away with something 

of goods that included toys, 
makeup, DVDs and baby 
clothes.

tim at Daffy’s on Dec. 18. 

shopping at around 3:45 pm, 
but later realized that a thief 
had reached into her pocket 
and taken her wallet, which 
contained $100 and a $150 
gift card.

Stocking stuffer
 One 12-year-old is asking 
Santa for a new Sidekick, af-
ter a Grinch grabbed hers on 

enue and Carlton Street on 
Dec. 15. 
 The gabbing tween told 
cops that was walking to 
school at 8:15 am when the 
thug came up behind her and 
grabbed the phone.

Silent day
 As stealthy as Santa Claus, 
a thief got in and out of an 
apartment on Lafayette Street 
on Dec. 15 without so much 
as displacing a poinsettia.

tween 9 am and 5 pm. That’s 
when a crook sneaked into 
her apartment, located near 
Walker Street, and got her 
Mac laptop. 
 — Sabrina Jaszi

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Ick-ea
 At least two shoppers at 
Ikea were robbed in sepa-
rate incidents at the Beard 
Street behemoth last week. 
Here’s a roundup:

purse and other items in the 

on Dec. 14 returned to find 

had been taken.

stole the wallet of a woman 
who was enjoying a snack 
at the furniture store’s be-

told cops that she noticed the 
1 pm theft when she went to 
make a purchase. She lost 
$100 and a $200 gift card.

Stone cold
 Two perps mugged a 
woman on Garnet Street early 
on Dec. 14, getting her fancy 
bag.

she was between Smith and 
Court streets at around 4:15 
am when two thugs came 

me your s–t.”

a John Weitz bag, which 

ous cards.

Shoplifted

shoplifter was arrested af-
ter injuring two CVS employ-
ees on Dec. 15, tossing them 
aside like rag dolls when they 
tried to stop his escape.
 The employees told cops 
that they noticed the thief 
stocking up on gum at 
around 4:30 pm inside the 
store, which is between First 
and Second places. When one 
employee tried to delay the 
thief’s departure, the thug 
pushed him into a battery 
display. A second employee 
was also thrown down.
 Cops offered few details, 
but a 39-year-old was later ar-
rested, still carrying 29 packs 
of gum worth a whopping 
$150, police said.

Hex president
 A thief broke into a Pres-
ident Street apartment dur-

ting away with more than just 
spare change.

apartment, which is between 
Smith and Hoyt streets, told 
cops that neither the husband 
nor wife was home between 

wife returned to find that a 
thief had broken in and taken 
a glass jar filled with $500 in 
change, a gold bracelet with 

$400.

Quick pick
 A thief picked a wallet out 
of a woman’s jacket at Han-
ley’s Bar late in the wee hours 
last week.

which is at Fourth Place, 
from 11 pm on Dec. 17 un-

When the 43-year-old went 
to settle up her tab, she no-
ticed that her wallet, which 
had been in the coat that she’d 
left on a chair, was gone.
 She lost only cards.

Found murdered
 Cops are hunting for a 
killer who gunned down a 
29-year-old drummer in his 
Fourth Street apartment on 
Dec. 11.

of Troy Young in a basement 
apartment between Smith and 
Hoyt streets after a friend re-
ported that he had not heard 
from the musician for a few 
days.
 Cops found the man on 
the floor, shot once in the 
head.

Paintball perp

tic Street apartment on Dec. 
12.

that he was in his apartment 
near Bond Street at 1:50 pm 

their way into his home, 
pistol-whipped him with a 
paintball gun and swiped a 
PlayStation 3 console and 
cellphone before running 
off.
 The robbery took place in 
front of two young children, 
officials said.
 Cops later collared a 

15-year-old.

Two on one
 Police are looking for two 
thugs responsible for bully-

his wallet on Clinton Street 
on Dec. 9.

was nearing First Place at 
8:15 pm when the two sus-
pects ran up to him and de-
manded his wallet.

punch you,” one member 
of the duo threatened.

what he was told and handed 

a credit card.

Shed raid

ing $7,400 worth of pricey 
camera equipment.

someone broke into a back-
yard shed sometime after 
11:30 pm, though he was 
uncertain how the thief en-
tered the shed, which is pro-
tected by both a wooden and 
a metal fence.
 — Gersh Kuntzman and 

Thomas Tracy

90TH PRECINCT
Williamsburg–Bushwick

Clean team

as he walked to a Laundromat 
on Dec. 15, and then forced 
him back to his Stagg Street 

more stuff.

he was near his apartment, 

nue, at around 9:30 pm when 

said the one with the gun. The 

bandits weren’t done yet. 

of the trio.
 Vastly outnumbered, the 

walk with them back to his 
apartment, where the thugs 
took two laptops, a fancy 

his Metrocard.

but cops are still hunting the 
other two.

Grinched
 Holiday spoilsports were 
pussy-footing into homes and 

ents under the tree, but to 
take them away. Here’s a 
roundup:

meyer Street architecture 
firm during the afternoon on 

finish the job, an employee 
returned and called the po-
lice, who arrested him.

Front Room Gallery while 
employees were away from 
11 am until 3 pm on Dec. 18. 

locked back door of the art 
space which is on Roebling 
Street near Hope Street, and 
took an Apple laptop and two 

DVD players. 

know the story of the Grinch 

apartment unlocked when she 
went out to the store at 12:30 
pm on Dec. 20. She returned 
to her apartment, which is 
near S. First Street, an hour 
later to find that the burglar 
had taken two laptops, her 
passport, a cellphone, credit 
cards, $90 and a $350 foun-
tain pen. 

Lump of stole

lumps of coal in their stock-

By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

 That was one pretty serious-looking ac-
cident at the troubled corner of Van Brunt 
Street and Dikeman Street in the heart 
of Red Hook on Friday afternoon.
 But cops say that no one was injured in 
the three-car crash around midday on the 
neighborhood’s Indy 500 main drag.

hit a truck, which hit another car.”

speeding southbound on Van Brunt Street 
when he collided with a westbound car 

 One of the cars ended up careening 
right into a storefront window, which is 
where our shutterbug Tom Callan found 
it just a few minutes later.

a traffic light at that corner.
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way.
Waterworld: It conjured 
images of a post-apocalyp-
tic wasteland — a barge 
meant for life at sea, com-
plete with a sustainable 
garden and chicken coop. 
 The “Waterpod,” as it 
was known , is a statement 
about global warming, but 
creator Mary Mattingly 
wasn’t done there. She has 
begun construction on an 
“Air Ship, Air City,” a bi-
zarre house built on top of 
a building Downtown.  It 
also has chickens .

Rest in peace: The bor-
ough is wracked by the 
death of Ayveq’s son, 
Akituusaq, who  succumbs 
to pneumonia at the New 
York Aquarium at age two . 
His dad, who became an 
international legend thanks 

to his habit of masturbat-
ing by slapping up against 
the tank glass inches away 
from stunned onlookers, 
had died a year earlier. 
Akituusaq, it turns out, was 
too young to follow in his 
father’s fins in that regard, 
giving his already grief-
stricken mourners even 
more reason for sadness.
Never again: Our editor’s 
bike is stolen f or the third 
time in 15 months , bring-
ing in a new verb into com-
mon use: “to be gershed.”
Prospect Park wrest: 
Park Slope mommy Amy 
Sohn  puts out a book about 
Park Slope mommies  which 
makes her the toast of the 
Park Slope mommies — 
until the inevitable backlash 
from Park Slope mommies 
who resented her depiction 
of Park Slope mommies. 
The hysteria dies down 
a month later when Park 

Carroll Gardens district, 
while Stephen Levin, for-
mer chief of staff to As-
semblyman Vito Lopez, 
beats six challengers. Both 
went on to win the general 
election two months later. 
(There’s a reason why the 
media always says that 
the Democratic primary 
is akin to election in New 
York City.)
Bigot they are: A group 
of anti-Semitic, anti-gay 
morons from a Kansas-
based “church”  pickets  in 
front of supposedly god-
less Brooklyn institutions, 
including Brooklyn Tech-
nical HS (there are gays 
there!) and Congregation 
Beth Elohim in Park Slope 
and the Kane Street Syna-
gogue in Cobble Hill (there 
are Jews there!). The pick-

eters, holding signs that 
included “The Jews killed 
Jesus” and the inexplicable 
“Bitch Burger,” are able 
to make their point (what 
was it again?) without 
any recorded incidents of 
violence (darn. Well, you 
can’t win ’em all!).

We win:  The Brooklyn 
Paper walks off with three 
more big awards  at the 
Independent Free Papers 
of America conference in 
Chicago. In the ensuing 
celebration, Editor Gersh 
Kuntzman and Senior Edi-
tor Vince DiMiceli take the 
Vic Jose Award for General 
Excellence on a whirlwind 
tour of every bar on the 
Near North Side.

Continued from page 2

2009-IN-REVIEW… It’s the economy, stupid: 
 A new report reveals  that the 
borough has lost jobs and its 
unemployment rate is up. A 
week later, the owners of 
the Oro Condo  announce a 
25-percent price cut . Just a 
coincidence?
Bling fling: The chair-
man of Community Board 
2  complains that the city  
failed to put enough spar-
kles in the new sidewalk 
on Fulton Mall. The city 
retorts that he should wait 
until enough people have 
walked on the sidewalk, 
when it will be suitably 
scuffed up.

Third timer: Mayor 
Bloom  berg wins a third 
term  —  but not with any 
major help from Brooklyn , 
which handed challenger 
Bill Thompson 50 percent 
of the vote to Bloomberg’s 
46. Borough President 
Markowitz romped to a 
third term with 85 percent 
of the vote.
Billion-dollar bash: State 
officials reveal that the 
new Kosciuszko Bridge 
 will cost $1 billion , though 
Gov. Paterson grumbles 
that we probably don’t 
have the money to replace 
a bridge whose parts keep 
falling off.
Fresh man: Rep. Mike 
McMahon says he supports 
health care reform,  yet votes 
against the House health 
care reform bill . He says he 
wants it cheaper and better. 
Look, we all do, but can 
we fix the country’s health 
care problems before our 
21-year-old reporter quali-
fies for Medicare?
It’s all about us: The 
Brooklyn Paper  celebrates 
its 30th anniversary  — 
just in time for its 32nd 
anniversary (OK, so we’re 
not always punctual). The 
commemorative edition 
— the biggest in our his-
tory — quickly becomes 
a collector’s item all over 
Brooklyn.
Labor pains: State De-
partment of Labor inspec-
tors swoop down on 25 

Park Slope restaurants, 
hitting their owners with 
fines and back pay  for al-
leged wage violations . 
Ensuing coverage  reveals  
that the Labor Department 
missed the elephant in the 
room: the vast majority of 
restaurant workers are here 
illegally.
He’s Backman: The Cy-
clones  name former Met 
legend Wally Backman  as 
this year’s manager, con-
tinuing a tradition of bring-
ing in former Mets who 
then don’t win the cham-
pionship. Maybe Backman 
will break the trend.
Hygiene crime: In what 
might be  the crime of the 
year , a man steals Rogaine, 
Nicorette and Crest White 
Strips from the Target at 
Atlantic Terminal Mall. 
Cops were seeking a bald 
smoker with badly yel-
lowed teeth.

Windows 10: Jazz song-
stress Norah Jones en-
rages some Cobble Hill 
neighbors with  her plan 
to punch 10 windows into 
her windowless sidewall 
on Amity Street . Preserva-
tionists say the move will 
encourage other window-
less wall owners to do the 
same. And you know how 
little encouragement those 
people need!
Wheel pain: The  city 
erases  the Bedford Avenue 
bike lane,  prompting ac-
tivists to repaint it  under 
cover of darkness. The city 
removed it again,  prompt-
ing two weeks  of “freedom 
rides.”
Bonds away: Bruce Rat-
ner  sells $511 million in 
tax-free bonds , putting him 
on decent enough financial 
footing to beginning con-
struction on Atlantic Yards, 
his supposedly $4.9-bil-
lion arena, residential and 
office complex. Only the 
arena and one or two build-
ings are on the table right 
now, but the developer still 
says he’ll build the whole 
thing.

Slope daddy  Jonathan Sa-
fran Foer puts out a book  
decrying humanity’s con-
sumption of animals for 
food, giving all the Park 
Slope mommies something 
else over which to obsess.
Vue to a kill: Is there any 
bigger news in the drinking 
community than  the open-
ing of the long-awaited 
rooftop bar  at Hotel LeB-
leu on Fourth Avenue? 

But while fresh-air loving 
booze-hounds swill moji-
tos and cavort to a thump-
ing disco beat, residents 
of all the new neighboring 
condos are up in arms.
Discomfited: The makers 
of Southern Comfort li-
queur fail to live up to their 
name by  sending a cease-
and-desist letter  to a bunch 
of Bay Ridge rockers called 
“The Southern Comfort 
Band.” Not to pick sides, 
but what else are you going 
to call a band that plays the 
Allman Brothers, the Out-
laws and Lynryd Skynyrd? 
(Well, you won’t call them 
cutting-edge.)
Primary matters: Two 
free-for-all City Coun-
cil elections in the heart 
of our coverage area  end 
up not being particularly 
suspenseful after all : Brad 
Lander trounces four op-
ponents in the Park Slope-

By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

the alarm.

when a bike-riding bandit 
snatched the popular Apple 

as she was talking on it.
 But now the mother of two, 
whose iPhone was stolen on 
Dec. 14 on St. Johns Place in 
Park Slope, has gone public 
to educate the public about 
this growing threat.

when they are on that phone, 
they simply won’t know if 

Why not call it the ‘OyPhone’?
Brazen thieves are now picking Apples right out of people’s hands!

because he was going so 
fast.

was that I was on the phone 
in the first place,” she said.
 The NYPD does not keep 
specific stats about iPhone 
thefts because property such 
as a phone or the contents of 
a backpack are all lumped in 
together in data about mug-
gings. But The Brooklyn Pa-
per’s popular Police Blotter 
shows that Beers is one of an 
increasing number of iPhone 

painful truth that the only 
way to protect their mobile 
phone is to not use the phone 
while they’re mobile.

quite similar to the one per-
petrated on Beers:

bicycle snatched a wom-
an’s phone near the corner 
of Garden Place and Jora-
lemon Street.

they are about to be robbed,” 

heard a thing.”
 Beers told The Brooklyn 
Paper that she was talking on 

her iPhone as she walked on 

with her mom so engrossed 

quiet of a Brownstone Brook-
lyn block, she did not hear 
the sound of a thief on a bi-
cycle gliding slowly towards 

her.
 Within seconds, the brig-
and had approached, roughly 
grabbed the phone from her 

and he was long gone before 

derstand what had just hap-
pened.

thing had fallen from a tree 

glasses fell off from the force 
of him grabbing the phone. 
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DRAMATIZATION: Alex Beers’s husband shows how a thief grabbed the iPhone right out of her hand on St. Johns Place between Seventh and Eighth avenues. 
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DECEMBER: Guerilla bike lane painters struck on 
Bedford Avenue, the latest in a long line of bike-
related skirmishes in Williamsburg.

See PHONE   on page 9

Personal Problems?
Need Help?

We hope that we can help you to create 
and enjoy a better quality of life!

Blanton-Peale Community  
Counseling Center
Offering service since 1937

Affordable Psychotherapy; Licensed professionals

75 Hicks Street, Brooklyn Heights
Near 2, 3 and A trains
718-237-3078
www.blantonpeale.org

See BLOTTER   on page 10
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 “Brief Encounter,” the modern mashup of Da-
vid Lean’s 1945 film of the same name and Noel 
Coward’s play, “Still Life,” has added 16 perfor-
mances to its schedule, extending the produc-

tion through Jan. 17.
 “The show is so 
beautiful, and the re-
sponse has been so joy-
ful that we’re keeping it 
here for two weeks lon-
ger than planned,” said 
St. Ann’s Warehouse 
Artistic Director Su-
san Feldman. “We know 
people are busy with the 

holidays; so, we want to give as many people the 
chance to see ‘Brief Encounter’ as we can.”
 The play, a knockout combination of whimsy 
and romance, propelled the show through suc-
cessful runs in London and San Francisco be-
fore it landed in December in DUMBO. 
 Directed by “self-proclaimed love addict” 
Emma Rice, this mix of screen, stage and song 
gives “Brief Encounter” a new twist on old ro-
mance, weaving a tale of love and infidelity that 
shines through its innovative presentation.
 The show is an all-encompassing, multi-media 
live experience that features the film as a back-
drop to its dancing and singing performers.
 “It’s rare to find a show with an edge, uni-
versal appeal, and outstanding stagecraft,” 
added Feldman.
 “Brief Encounter” at St. Ann’s Warehouse 
[38 Water St. between Main and Dock streets 
in DUMBO, (718) 254-8779]. — Barry Shifrin

 Along with the Christmas trees hawked on 
street corners, decorations on main drags and 
competing versions of “The Nutcracker,” a new 
holiday tradition is a post-Christmas show at 
Southpaw from Dar Williams.
 This year, the indie singer’s third annual Park 
Slope gig is set for Dec. 
27 — and the country-
tinged songstress will 
focus mostly on tunes 
from her last release, 
“Promised Land.”
 “December is an 
extremely fun time to 
get out,” said Williams. 
“People are swimming 
through eggnog and are a little more convivial.
My [Brooklyn audience] will be happy to get 
out from under the pressures and the self-ag-
grandizement of the holidays.
 “Or they could just be escaping their fami-
lies,” she added.
 Dar Williams at Southpaw [125 Fifth Ave. 
near St. Johns Place in Park Slope, (718) 230-
0236], Dec. 27, 8 pm. Tickets, $25 in advance 
or $30 at the door.   — Meredith Deliso

By Andy Campbell
The Brooklyn Paper

t’s New Year’s Eve and you know the 
drill: Fork over $100 for a couple of 
drinks, two wilted hors-d’oeuvres, and 

a grim resolution to not spend a dime un-
til your next paycheck. But it doesn’t have 
to be that way. 
 Our resolution in these trying times 
is to party hard (certainly), but keep the 
green in our pockets. That’s why our crack 
GO Brooklyn team has whipped up a list 
of year-end blowouts that’ll keep you out 
all night, and save your checking account 
from sharing your inevitable hangover:

 It’s a grab bag of freedom at Water Street 
Restaurant and Lounge’s annual “Procras-
tinator’s Ball”: a glass of champagne toast, 
noisemakers, a live DJ, big-screen TV cov-
erage of the ball drop in Times Square and 
dessert — all for free. Owner Jeffrey Rod-
man (best known for his burgers and his 
ping-pong prowess) doesn’t even jack up 
the prices at an annual dance party that is 
so rocking that you’ll probably break more 
resolutions than you make. 
 “We’re gonna pack the place out — and 
the prices on the menu won’t change for 
the occasion, either,” said Rodman.
 Reservations are requested, but it’s 
called the “Procrastinator’s Ball” for a 
reason. Come as you are.
 Water Street Restaurant and Lounge 
[66 Water St. between Dock and Main 
streets in DUMBO, (718) 625-9352]. For 
info, visit waterstreetrestaurant.com.

 It might as well be Pete Townshend smash-
ing his Gibson right before your eyes as 

the clock strikes midnight — except that 
it won’t be a guitar, but a ukulele.
 And the borough’s own Sonic Uke will 
perform rather than The Who.
 Oh, and the stage is actually a brown-
stone stoop, not a stadium.
 But who cares? The sixth annual Ukulele 
Drop in the South Slope will start with the 
traditional “ukulele drop” 15 minutes before 
midnight, followed by the mini-acoustic rock 
show of the year — free. It’s BYOB on this 
one, but the bodega down the street isn’t rais-
ing its prices for the night (not that we con-
done public drinking at all, mind you!).
 Ukulele Drop [in front of 321 23rd St. 
between Sixth and Seventh avenues, 
(646) 257-3747]. Show up at 11:45 pm. For 
info, visit sonicuke.com.

 The self-proclaimed “biggest party in 
Brooklyn” kicks off at midnight at the Grand 
Army Plaza, where you’ll be bombarded 
with musical guests, hot (low-priced) re-
freshments and a dazzling fireworks dis-
play. Yes, the explosions are expensive — 
for the main sponsor, Borough President 
Markowitz — but for you it’s all free.
 The fun starts at 11 pm.
 The best vantage points are in Grand 
Army Plaza or the top part of Prospect 
Park West.
 New Year’s Eve fireworks in Grand 
Army Plaza [Union Street between Pros-
pect Park West and Flatbush Avenue, 
(718) 965-8999].

 What do you get when you invite glass-
eating, fire-breathing, snake-charming 
freaks to a no-cover party on the last night 
of 2009? The Coney Island Circus Side-
show with keister-kicking musical guest 

Bad Buka, that’s what. 
 See how even the freaks get freaky 
when they converge at Radegast Hall in 
Williamsburg, and feel good knowing you 
won’t have to pay a dime. Throw in a free 
bratwurst with every $5 half-liter beer 
and you’ve got yourself a full-on horror 
flick — with carnies! 
 Coney Island Circus Sideshow at Ra-
degast Hall and Biergarten [113 N. Third 
St. between Wythe Avenue and Berry 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 963-3973]. 
Music starts at 10 pm. For info, visit www.
radegasthall.com.

 Don’t get caught clinking glasses with 
a couple buddies in a cramped apartment 
because the neighbors hate loud music. The 
Old American Can Factory in Gowanus is 
about to transform into a sweaty and swanky 
disco club without the shaking fists of your 
neighboring nemeses.
 For only $15 (if you reserve in advance), 
you’ll get free bubbly for the countdown, 
cheap booze and at least five DJs — Eleven, 
Ayres and Cosmo Baker among them — 

spinning funk, soul, disco and hip hop 
throughout the night.
 There’s no dress code, but organizers 
promise such a packed house that you should 
be prepared to “lose your s—t,” hopefully 
a reference to the need to doff your duds 
rather than the work of wily thieves.
 Warehouse dance party at the Old 
American Can Factory [232 Third St. be-
tween Third and Fourth avenues, (212) 
843-2400]. Show starts at 9 pm.

 Whether you’re hosting a hoity-toity 
snootfest or a midnight toast for two, your 
guests should at least be drunk enough to 
disregard the fact that you didn’t throw 
a Benjamin at one bottle of bubbly. Here 
are five great bottles — from four great 
wine shops — at about $15:

Luvee y Campf ($13.95 at Red, 
White & Bubbly): Persistent, fine bub-
bles and a nice, dry finish makes this spar-
kling wine a raw deal with a glitzy taste. 
They’ll never know.
 Red, White & Bubbly [211 Fifth Ave. 
between Union and President streets in 
Park Slope, (718) 636-9463].

Proseco Blend Pink Sparkler 
($15 at Picada y Vino): This rosy bot-
tle boasts a flavorful blend — a slightly 
off-dry taste with hints of pear and ba-
nana candy notes.

Paul DeCoste ($13 at Picada y 
Vino): A sparkling wine that represents 
the quintessential blanc-de-blanc (that’s 
100 percent Chardonnay to you). The bub-

 Buying local is all the rage in Brooklyn, but 
the enthusiasm has yet to extend to wines. But 
that’s about to change now that the Red Hook 
Winery is selling its first vintage. 
 Napa Valley vintners Bob Foley and Abe 
Schoener are in charge of the elaborate, ex-

acting process of mak-
ing the wines, and each 
brings a distinct style 
to the products (Foley 
likes a bold fruity taste 
up front, while Schoe-
ner goes for a subtle, 
spicey, sophisticated 
nose).
 For now, bottles 
of Red Hook Winery 
white, rose and red can 

only be purchased at the Brooklyn Wine Ex-
change on Court Street — and even restaura-
teurs are snatching up the bottles faster than 
Jake Barnes on a bender. 
 “The feedback we’re getting is great,” said 
Mark Snyder (pictured), the winery’s owner, 
who handles day-to-day activities at the Van 
Dyke Street plant.
 “This is not intended as a big business,” 
he said. “We want to ignite interest and grow 
slowly and organically.”
 Red Hook Wines are available at The 
Brooklyn Wine Exchange [138 Court St. be-
tween Atlantic and Pacific streets, (718) 855-
9463] and at Henry’s End [44 Henry St. at 
Cranberry Street in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
834-1776] and Home/Made [293 Van Brunt 
St. at Pioneer Street in Red Hook, (347) 223-
4135]. — Stephen Brown

PRESENTS

Brooklyn’s Best 
Friday Social

Starting at 6pm
Complimentary appetizers, 6pm–8pm

Infused martini madness all night, $5 special
Half-priced beer all night

Music by DJ spinning the favorites

NO. 1 FRONT STREET
is located on the corner of

Old Fulton Street & Front Street
718.625.0300

278 FIFTH AVENUE, BROOKLYN
718.369.9527

The Mac
Support Store

Brooklyn’s First 
Apple Authorized 
Repair Shop! 

 Mac and iPod Repair
Brand New Macs in Stock

 Mac Rentals and Loaners
 No Fee Mac Data Recovery
 Memory & Hard Drive Upgrades
 On-site Calls

168 7th Street and 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11215

718-312-8341
9–6 weekdays, 10–4 Saturday

www.macsupportstore.com 

Eat TURKISH at

142 Montague St., 2nd Fl.
(bet. Clinton & Henry)
Brooklyn Heights
(718) 875-2211

Serving lunch & dinner 7 days

Turkish Culture and Cuisine in 
Brooklyn Heights

 
with free glass of wine or dessert*
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Keep this resolution: New 
Year’s Eve sticks to budget

Blow out: (Top left ) Fireworks at Grand 
Army Plaza. (Above) Water Street Restau-
rant owner Jeffrey Rodman, and a pal, pre-
pare for next Thursday’s “Procrastinator’s 
Ball” at the DUMBO restaurant. (Left) Ted 
Godfried will lead a New Year’s Eve ukulele 
concert in front of his 23rd Street home at 
the stroke of midnight on Dec. 31.

Th
e 

B
ro

o
kl

yn
 P

ap
er

 /
 T

o
m

 C
al

la
n

Th
e 

B
ro

o
kl

yn
 P

ap
er

 /
 T

o
m

 C
al

la
n

See NEW on page 7
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SAT, DEC. 26

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
TOUR, BROOKLYN BRIDGE AND 

HEIGHTS WALKING TOUR: Includ-
ing stops at Plymouth Church, the 
A.A. Low Mansion, and sites associ-
ated with Norman Mailer, Robert 
Moses and Arthur Miller. $15 ($12 
students and seniors). 1 pm. Meet 
at City Hall Park [Broadway and 
Chambers Street in Manhattan, 
(212) 439-1090], www.bigonion.
com. 

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, JAMES CLARK & COMPANY: 

$6. Noon–3 pm. Puppet’s Jazz Bar 
[481 Fifth Ave. at 11th Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 499-2622], www.pup-
petsjazz.com. 

MUSIC, ROBERTO TYSON TRIO: $6. 
6 pm–8:30 pm. Puppet’s Jazz Bar 
(see venue info above).

THEATER, “BRIEF ENCOUNTER”: 
Multi-media theater piece based 
on the famous David Lean’s famous 
film. $57-$80. 2 and 8 pm. St. Ann’s 
Warehouse [38 Water St. at Dock 
Street in DUMBO, (718) 254-8779], 
www.stannswarehouse.org. 

MUSIC, CUBAN SALSA SHOW: Free. 
9 pm. BAM Café [30 Lafayette Ave. 
at Ashland Place in Fort Greene, 
(718) 230-4100], www.bam.org. 

SALES AND MARKETS
PARK SLOPE GREENMARKET: Brook-

lyn’s answer to Union Square. 9 
am–4 pm. Grand Army Plaza [Union 
Street at Flatbush Avenue in Park 
Slope, (212) 788-7900], cenyc.org. 

 Free. 9 am–5 
pm. PS 321 schoolyard (Seventh Av-
enue and First Street in Park Slope), 
www.parkslopefleamarket.com. 

ARTISTS AND FLEAS: Free. Noon–8 
pm. Artists and Fleas (129 N. Sixth 
St. between Bedford Avenue and 
Berry Street in Williamsburg), www.
artistsandfleas.com. 

OTHER
ART, “WHO SHOT ROCK & ROLL”: 

Great rock photographs from 1955 
to the present. 10 am–5 pm. Brook-
lyn Museum [200 Eastern Pkwy. at 
Washington Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638-5000], www.
brooklynmuseum.org. 

ART, “RECYCLED AND STITCHED 
ART — THE ORDINARY BE
COMES EXTRAORDINARY”: ex-
hibit featuring stitched artwork by 
Margaret Cusack, zipper jewelry by 
Kate Cusack and more. Gumbo [493 
Atlantic Ave. between Nevins Street 
and Third Avenue in Boerum Hill, 
(718) 855-7808]. 

ART EXHIBITS: Tracey Snellings instal-
lation “Woman on the Run” and 
Paul Britto’s new video works in So-
ciety’s Children. Smack Mellon [92 
Plymouth St. at Washington Street 
in DUMBO, (718) 834-8761], www.
smackmellon.org. 

ART, “MULTIPLES AND EDITIONS”: 
The Front Room Gallery [147 Roe-
bling Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
782-2556], www.frontroom.org. 

EXHIBIT, “LAST DAY OF THE MYR

kaerts. 10 am–5 pm. Brooklyn His-
torical Society [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 222-4111], www.brooklynhis-
tory.org. 

WORKSHOP WITH TASHA PALEY: 
Free. 11 am–12:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Society for Ethical Culture [53 Pros-
pect Park West at Second Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 768-2972], www.
bsec.org. 

OPEN MIC: 7 pm. Vox Pop [1022 
Cortelyou Rd. at Stratford Road in 
Flatbush, (718) 940-2084], www.
voxpopnet.net.

MON, DEC. 28
ART, “RECYCLED AND STITCHED 

ART”: See Saturday, Dec. 26. 
ART EXHIBITS: See Saturday, Dec. 26. 
ART, “MULTIPLES AND EDITIONS”: 

See Saturday, Dec. 26.
OPEN MIC: 7:30 pm. Brooklyn Lyceum 

[227 Fourth Ave. at President Street 
in Park Slope, (718) 857-4816], www.
brooklynlyceum.com.

TUES, DEC. 29
ART, “RECYCLED AND STITCHED 

ART”: See Saturday, Dec. 26. 
ART EXHIBITS: See Saturday, Dec. 26. 
ART, “MULTIPLES AND EDITIONS”: 

See Saturday, Dec. 26.
EXHIBIT, “LAST DAY OF THE MYR

TLE AVENUE EL”: See Saturday, 
Dec. 26. 

BRIDGE CLASS: $130. 10 am–12:30 
pm. Bay Ridge Jewish Center 
[Fourth Avenue and 80th Street in 
Bay Ridge, (718) 836-3103]. 

SPARKLING WINE TASTING: Sample 
“off-the-beaten-path” bubblies. 
5–7 pm. The Greene Grape [765 
Fulton Street between South Ox-
ford and South Portland streets in 
Fort Greene, (917) 412-5901], www.
greenegrape.com. 

FREE BATON LESSON: School stu-
dents are welcome! Ages 4-17. 6 
pm. Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Gym [552 59th Street in Sun-
set Park, 718-376-1620], olphba-
tontwirlers.webs.com. 

THEATER, “BRIEF ENCOUNTER”: 8 
pm. See Saturday, Dec. 26. 

WED, DEC. 30
ART, “WHO SHOT ROCK & ROLL”: 

Great rock photographs from 1955 
to the present. 10 am–5 pm. See 
Saturday, Dec. 26. 

ART, “RECYCLED AND STITCHED 
ART”: See Saturday, Dec. 26. 

ART EXHIBITS: See Saturday, Dec. 26. 
ART, “MULTIPLES AND EDITIONS”: 

See Saturday, Dec. 26.

SALES AND MARKETS
 9 am–5 pm. 

See Saturday, Dec. 26. 
ARTISTS AND FLEAS: Noon–8 pm. 

See Saturday, Dec. 26. 
FARMERS MARKET: Free. 11 am–5 

pm. J.J. Byrne Park (Fifth Avenue 
and Fourth Street in Park Slope). 

OTHER
ART, “WHO SHOT ROCK & ROLL”: 

Great rock photographs from 1955 
to the present. 11 am–6 pm. See 
Friday, Dec. 26. 

ART, “RECYCLED AND STITCHED 
ART”: See Saturday, Dec. 26. 

ART EXHIBITS: See Saturday, Dec. 26. 
ART, “MULTIPLES AND EDITIONS”: 

See Saturday, Dec. 26. 
EXHIBIT, “LAST DAY OF THE MYR

TLE AVENUE EL”: See Saturday, 
Dec. 26.  

ART, “PAGES OF THE PAST”: Exhi-
bition of diaries and drawings of 
early Dutch-American, Jasper Danc-

TLE AVENUE EL”: Photos by Teresa 
King, who rode on the Myrtle Av-
enue El line until it was torn down in 
1969. Free. 10 am–4 pm. NY Tran-
sit Museum [130 Livingston St. in 
Downtown, (718) 694-4915].

MUSIC, CAR STEREO WARS: A battle 
of the DJs. Free. 9 pm–2 am. The 
Bell House [149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 643-
6510], www.thebellhouseny.com.

SUN, DEC. 27

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “BRIEF ENCOUNTER”: 

See Saturday, Dec. 26.
MUSIC, DAR WILLIAMS: Indie song-

stress hosts her annual post-Christ-
mas show. $30 ($25 in advance). 
8 pm. Southpaw [125 Fifth Ave. at 
St. Johns Place in Park Slope, (718) 
230-0236], www.spsounds.com.

WHERE TO
SATURDAY
December 26

Saucy salsa
Pick up the post-
Christmas lull with a 
little Cuban salsa at 
BAM Café. Featuring 
an all-star world 
music ensemble, 
Brooklyn’s Charanga 
Soleil will be jam-
ming with a mix of 
Cuban, Congolese 
and Haitian music 
that’s sure to get 
you moving. Bar 
opens at 8 pm, so 
you can light up the 
dance floor at 9.

9 pm. Charanga Soleil at 
BAM Café [30 Lafayette 
Ave. at Ashland Place in 
Fort Greene, (718) 230-
4100]. Free. For info, visit 
www.bam.org.

TUESDAY
December 29

Pop some 
bubbly
The last thing you 
want to do is go into 
New Year’s with 
cheap Champagne. 
So preview your New 
Year’s Eve bubbly 
with a tasting at The 
Greene Grape. With 
real Champagne 
from France and an 
array of “sparkling 
wines” from the U.S. 
and Spain, you’ll 
have 11 chances to 
help envision your 
perfect countdown.

5-7 pm. Sparkling wine 
tasting at The Green 
Grape [765 Fulton St. 
between S. Oxford and 
S. Portland streets in Fort 
Greene, (917) 412-5901]. 
Free. For info, visit 
brooklyn.greengrape.com.

WEDNESDAY
December 30

Banjo-
kazooie
We always enjoy the 
weekly “Roots and 
Ruckus” American 
music jamboree at 
Jalopy every Wed-
nes day. But this 
week’s show, led by 
the always interest-
ing Feral Foster, will 
pay special homage 
to the kazoo with 
folk, blues, and old-
time music guaran-
teed to get your toe 
tapping in rhythm. 
BYO washboard.

9 pm. Roots and Ruckus 
at Jalopy [315 Columbia 
St. between Hamilton and 
Woodhull in Cobble Hill, 
(718) 395-3214], $5. For 
info, visit www.jalopy.biz.

THURSDAY
December 31

At last, a 
new year!
Finally, we get to bid 
farewell to 2009 — 
the year of the eco-
nomic malaise, the 
health care debacle,  
another late-season 
collapse by the 
Cyclones and too 
many other disasters 
to list here. Let’s 
drum this lousy year 
out with one last 
(low cost) party: Bor-
ough President 
Markowitz’s free (but 
cold) fireworks in 
Grand Army Plaza.

New Year’s Eve fireworks 
in Grand Army Plaza 
[Union Street between 
Prospect Park West and 
Flatbush Avenue, (718) 
965-8999].

FRIDAY
January 1

Resolve to 
be funnier
Got all your resolu-
tions made? Then hit 
up the Brooklyn 
Lyceum for some 
more jokes. Improv 
troupe Sidecar and 
its female counter-
parts M.A.D. will 
host their first “Gen-
trify Brooklyn!” show 
of the year. Don’t 
worry; the comics 
are in on the joke 
(they all live in 
Brooklyn anyway).

10 pm. “Gentrify Brook-
lyn!” at the Brooklyn 
Lyceum [227 Fourth Ave. 
between Union and 
President streets in Park 
Slope, (718) 857-4816]. 
Tickets, $5

EDITORS’ PICKS

See 9 DAYS on page 8

SUN, DEC. 27
 Have your car, 

truck, bike or electronics etched 
for security purposes. Or make an 
appointment for other times. Free. 
6-9 pm. 76th Precinct stationhouse 

[191 Union St., between Henry and 
Hicks streets in Carroll Gardens, 
(718) 834-3211]. 

WED, DEC. 30
 See Sunday, Dec. 27.

CIVIC CALENDAR

To list an event in the Civic Calendar, e-mail Calendar@cnglocal.com

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

The Brooklyn Paper’s five zones incorporate the following newspapers:

DOWNTOWN ZONE 
 Brooklyn Heights Paper, Carroll Gardens-Cobble Hill Paper,  

Downtown News, Fort Greene-Clinton Hill Paper. 

FORT GREENE–CLINTON HILL ZONE

PARK SLOPE ZONE 
 Park Slope Paper, Sunset Park Paper, Windsor Terrace Paper. 

NORTH BROOKLYN ZONE  
Bushwick Paper, Greenpoint Paper, Williamsburg Paper. 

BAY RIDGE ZONE 
Bay Ridge Paper, Bensonhurst Paper. 

Published weekly at
1 Metrotech Center North, Suite 1001, Brooklyn NY 11201 (718) 260-2500

Your Neighborhood — Your News®

Online at www.BrooklynPaper.com

PUBLISHER
Celia Weintrob (718) 260-4503

EDITOR
Gersh Kuntzman (718) 260-4504
SENIOR EDITOR/PROD MGR  
Vince DiMiceli (718) 260-4508

EDITORIAL STAFF
STAFF REPORTERS
Stephen Brown (718) 260-4505
Andy Campbell (718) 260-4506

INTERNS:  
Bess Adler, Sabrina Jaszi, Barry Shifrin

ADVERTISING STAFF
DISPLAY ADVERTISING SALES
Eric Ross (718) 260-4502
Candace Dodge (718) 260-4518
Jay Pelc  (718) 260-2570
Andrew Mark (718) 260-2578
Homer Stewart (718) 260-8339
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING SALES
Michael Filippi (718) 260-4501
FRONT OFFICE  
Lisa Malwitz (718) 260-2594

PRODUCTION STAFF 
ART DIRECTOR
Leah Mitch (718) 260-4510
WEB DESIGNER
Sylvan Migdal (718) 260-4509

E-mail  releases to newsroom@cnglocal.com
E-mail  listings to calendar@cnglocal.com
E-mail  listings to nightlife@cnglocal.com
To e-mail a staff member, use first initial last name @cnglocal.com

HOW TO 
 CONTACT 
THE PAPER

Member: Listed:

© Copyright 2009 Courier Life, Inc.  All Rights Reserved.

 Unsolicited submissions become the property of Courier Life, Inc. and 
may be used, copied, sublicensed, adapted, transmitted, distributed, 

publicly performed, published, displayed or deleted as Courier Life, Inc. 
sees fit.  Unless otherwise agreed in writing, Courier Life, Inc. will not give 
any compensation, credit or notice of its use of unsolicited submissions.PUBLISHER EMERITUS  Ed Weintrob

345 Court Street
(Corner of Union) Brooklyn, NY 11231

Make Reservations Early!
Call Now (718) 852-5015

Free Valet Parking
All Major Credit Cards Accepted

Visit us on the web at 
www.MarcoPoloRistorante.com

CELEBRATE NEW YEARS EVE
with a Sumptuous Four-Course Dinner at

MARCO POLO
  Ristorante  

In our Elegant Private Upstairs Banquet Room

Thursday, December 31, 2009 8:30 pm to 2 am

Live DJ, Hats & Noise Makers
$60 per child under 12 years

We are also offering a special Christmas Eve
& New Years Eve Ala Carte Menu

Request a
Gift of Beauty

 Dean and Britta play Southpaw on New Year’s Eve.
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7305 3RD AVE BKLY VESUVIOBA OM

DAY NOON - MIDNIGHT

May th e joy of  Christmas be with you
all  through th e New Year

Vesuvio Restaurant & Pizzeria
CHRISTMAS EVE DINNER

$32.95 pp

APPETIZER: (Choice of One)
Calamari Fritti, Mozzarella di Casa, Capri-

no Salad, Crab Cakes or Seafood Salad
ENTRÉE: (Choice of One)

Spaghetti White Clam Sauce, Linguine Rio 
Mare, Rigatoni Rustica, Salmone, Shrimp 

Oreganata or Chicken Vesuvio
DESSERT: (Choice of One)

Italian Cheesecake, Tiramisu or Canoli

NEWS YEAR’S EVE DINNER
$60 pp

Wine, dine & dance into 2010, Thursday, 
Dec. 31 at 8 pm. Price includes prix 

fi xe menu, open bar, live DJ & non-stop 
dancing, complimentary champagne toast 

& party favors midnight.
APPETIZER: Cold Antipasto

PASTA: (Choice of One) Penne Vodka or 
Penna Al Filetto di Pomodoro

ENTRÉE: (Choice of One)
Chicken Vesuvio, Shell Steak, Veal Marsala 

or Salmone
DESSERT: Tiramisu

KIDS MENU & À LA CARTE MENU 
WILL ALSO BE AVAILABLE ON 

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR’S EVE
Tax & Gratuity not included
Reservations Recommended

Tax & Gratuity not included
Tickets are on sale now

Food For Celebration!
The Garden 921 Manhattan Ave.  
Brooklyn, NY 11222 • 718-389-6448 
Appetizer Platters
 1. Chicken Wings w/Hot Sauce
 2. Swedish Meat Balls w/Cranberries
 3. Breaded Broccoli and Cauliflower
 4. Mini Knishes
*Medium $70.00, Large $80.00
 5. Chicken Cutlet Skewer w/Tahini 

Sauce
 6. Pigs in a Blanket w/Hot Chili Sauce
 7. Turkey Meat Balls
 8. Chicken Fingers w/Honey  

Mustard Sauce
*Medium $80.00, Large $90.00 
 9. Smoked Salmon on Mini Potato 

Pancakes & Sour Cream Dip
 

10. Italian Prosciutto w/Honeydew 
Melon

 11. Roast Beef Rolls w/Asparagus  
and Rémoulade Sauce

*Medium $95.00, Large $125.00 
 12. Grilled Orange Glazed Shrimp  

w/Cilantro Sauce
*Medium $95.00, Large $120.00 
 13. Crudités w/Three Dips
Small $50.00, Med. $70.00, 
Lrg. $90.00
 14. Chips and Dips: 

Assorted Chips w/Three Dips
Large $70.00
(*These items may be combined)

Party Platters:
Bavarian Platter, Old Poland Platter, Pate & Brie Platter, Italian Style Platter
Sm. $80.00, Med. $120.00, Lrg. $160.00

Please Come In For a More Detailed Menu.

Buy $60 or more & get a FREE 100% cotton shopping bag
($10 value, made in USA) with this coupon (while supplies last;
limit one bag per person per purchase per day. expires Dec. 31, 2009)

The Garden 921 Manhattan Ave.

SUBSCRIBE YOUR BOARD: 
http://bit.ly/HabitatSubscribe

BOARD SUBSCRIPTION $65 includes 4 print and digital 
editions each month, FREE access to 

Habitat’s Online Article Archives

OR CALL: 800-358-9116

Being on your co-op or condo 
board just got a whole lot easier

THE 2009 MANAGEMENT SURVEY

SUBSCRIBE NOW!
NYC’s Only Magazine
For Co-op and Condo Board 
Directors & Managers

WWW.HABITATMAG.COM

By Melissa Murphy
for The Brooklyn Paper

have loved gingerbread since I 
was a little girl, when I made it for 
my dad, served warm and topped 

simply with fresh whipped cream. 
Just the smell of it baking makes 
you warm and toasty all over.
 This recipe calls for a super moist 
cake that is spiced with ginger, nut-
meg and cloves, slathered in an egg 
nog frosting and festooned with 
crispy gingerbread men pretty 
enough to hang on the Christmas 

tree. It’s perfect for holiday get-to-
gethers all season long.
 I love to prop the shop doors open 
a bit so the smell of warm spices 
and rich molasses wafts down the 
street.
 Melissa Murphy is the chef/
owner of Sweet Melissa Patisserie 
[175 Seventh Ave., between 
First and Second streets in Park 
Slope, (718) 788-2700; 276 Court 
St., between Butler and Douglass 
streets in Cobble Hill, (718) 
855-3410]. Full menu at www.
sweetmelissapatisserie.com.

Makes one eight-inch layer 
cake 

 Butter and flour two eight-
inch by two-inch cake pans. 
Position a rack in the center 
of your oven. Preheat oven to 
350 degrees.
 Melt the butter and molas-
ses together.
 In a large mixing bowl, sift 
together the flour, baking soda, 
salt and spices. Set aside
 In the bowl of a mixer fit-
ted with the whip attachment, 
beat the brown sugar and the 
eggs until thick (no lumps!). 
 Add the melted butter/
molasses and beat again un-

til thick. 
 Add the flour mixture and 
beat until just barely combined. 
Scrape down the bowl, add 
yogurt and orange zest and 
mix to combine. 
 Add boiling water, beat for 
two minutes, scraping the bowl 
thoroughly halfway through 
this final beating.
 Place in the preheated oven 
and carefully rotate the pans 
after 20 minutes. 
 Bake for an additional 10 
minutes, or until a skewer in-
serted into the center comes 
out clean. Cool on a rack com-
pletely before frosting.

EGG NOG FROSTING

 In a heavy-bottomed sauce-
pan, stir together the flour, salt, 
nutmeg and cinnamon. 
 Over medium heat, add the 
eggnog and maple syrup and 
whisk briskly to combine. 
 Continue to stir the mixture 
continuously with a whisk while 
cooking (be sure not to let any 
flour stick to the bottom) un-
til it reaches a thick pudding 
consistency. 
 Remove from heat, stir in 
rum and vanilla. Strain into a 
bowl and cover flush with plas-
tic wrap to prevent a skin from 
forming. Set aside to cool to 
room temperature. 
 In the bowl of a mixer fitted 
with the paddle attachment, 
combine softened butter and 
powdered sugar on low speed 
until combined (be careful, or 
the sugar will fly into your face!). 
Increase speed to medium high 
and beat until fluffy.
 Scrape down the bowl and 
add the egg nog mixture, beat 
to combine. 
 Set aside at room temper-
ature until you are ready to 
frost the cake (you may store 
in the refrigerator for up to 
a week, but let it reach room 
temperature before using). 

Courtesy of Melissa Murphy, 
Sweet Melissa Patisserie

By Barry Shifrin
for The Brooklyn Paper

ark Slope’s own teenage 
dance troupe is one high-
step closer to strutting its 

stuff on the world stage.
 The 16 dancing teenag-
ers of Dancewave, the Fourth 
Avenue-based instructional 
studio, have been selected to 
perform at the Aberdeen In-
ternational Youth Festival 
in Scotland next June — 
but the group still needs to 
raise roughly $29,000 to get 
them across the pond.
 “We applied, and when got 
accepted, we thought, ‘We’ll 
find someway to do this,’” 
said Princeton Spicer, 17, the 
troupe’s sole male.
 This week, Dancewave 
just might have found that 
way. Nick Kotsonis, the 
owner of Park Slope Health 
and Fitness, stepped forward 
with a pledge to match up to 
$10,000 in donations.
 The group has been receiv-
ing financial aid in smaller 
ways, too.
 “We got a small donation 
from someone we didn’t even 
know,” said Sarah Bernbaum, 
15. A Rhode Island man who 
heard about the group’s selec-
tion to the prestigious dance 
event and donated $10.
 “He said that his wife was 
a dancer and she had recently 
passed away,” said Bern-
baum. “It was really sweet. 
… He said he hung our pic-
ture in his office.”
 The kids have been con-
tributing in their own way 
as well, from donating their 
babysitting money to host-
ing a “Holiday Fiesta,” where 
the group performed and sold 
baked goods.

 “We’re doing whatever it 
takes,” said Patrice Alyssa 
Roth, 17. “We’re really look-
ing forward to the trip.”
 Dancewave Executive Di-
rector Diane Jacobowitz said 
she’s ecstatic about the idea of 
the kids going to Scotland.
 “There’ll be theater groups 
from all over Europe … drum 
groups from Ghana, painters 
from Japan,” she said. “The 

kids all get housed together at 
the University of Aberdeen. 
They’ll get to share their cul-
ture and learn others’ cul-
tures.”
 As the only American 
group selected, Dance-
wave would represent not 
only Brooklyn, but the en-
tire United States.
 To donate, visit www.
dancewave.org.

If only they can raise $29,000

 Dance students (from left) Sara De-
Berry, Patrice Alyssa Roth, Princeton Spicer, Britt-
ney Dunbar, and Kelly Rodriguez are hoping to go 
to Scotland to teach those kilt-wearing yahoos how 
to get down.
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bly features a slight peach un-
dertone with excellent miner-
ality.
 Picada y Vino [327 Fifth 
Ave. between Third and 
Fourth streets in Park Slope, 
(718) 499-2392].

New Mexico Gruet 
($14.95 at Long’s Wines 
and Liquors). It’s dry, it’s 
crisp and it’s toasty. This 
champagne’s got all the 
power of an expensive bottle, 
with nice steps from fruity 
and acidic to dry that makes 
it drinkable for everyone.
 Long’s [7917 Fifth Ave. 
between 79th and 80th 
streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 
748-6505].

Spanish Cava ($15.75 
at The Greene Grape). 
This one’s got a fruity, “or-
ange-peely” taste as employ-
ees described, and it’s not dry 
to the bone. If you’re looking 
for sweet (don’t worry, we’re 
talking champagne sweet, not 
Carlo Rossi stay-up-all-night-

and-vomit sweet), this is the 
bottle for you.
 The Greene Grape [765 
Fulton St. between Portland 
Avenue and Oxford Street in 
Fort Greene, (718) 797-9463].
 

 Nothing says New Year’s 
Eve like a big steaming pile of 
beef. The Fairway Market in 
Red Hook’s got you covered 
for that do-it-yourself meat 
mountain at a low price. At 
$4.99 a pound (at press time), 
the whole, trimmed filet mi-
gnon is the ultimate beef ex-
perience — and the butchers 
will custom cut it for free.
 For best results, don’t 
bother with butchering. 
Cover the entire loin from 
tip to tail with salt, pepper 
and butter and pop the whole 
roast into a 500-degree oven 
for about 20 minutes (for a 
normal-sized tenderloin) — 
or until a meat thermometer 
registers 125 degrees.
 Fairway Market [480 Van 
Brunt St. near Reed Street in 
Red Hook, (718) 694-6868]. 
For info, visit www.fairway-
market.com.

Continued from page 5

Melissa Murphy of Sweet Melissa Patisserie makes an 
awesome gingerbread spice cake for the holidays.
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Melissa’s gingery cake 
rings in the new year
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Organic Indian Food
The Only Organic Indian Food in NYC

FREEDELIVERY
15 blocks N, W, S, E 

of the restaurant

Chef with 
35 YEARS 

experience with 
Indian cooking

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Mon–Sat: 1pm–Midnight

Sun: Noon–10pm

CATERING AND 
BIG PARTIES 

with discount prices

718.388.3021
513 Grand Street, Brooklyn

10018 Fourth Ave. (at 101 St.)  Bay Ridge
(718) 833-1313

RESTAURANT/BAR

Serving Lunch and Dinner
Private Parties

Wine, champagne & spirits 
for all your party needs

(718) 622.1403 · 
Mon-Wed 10:30-9

Thurs-Sat 10:30-10 · Sun 1-9

MEI CHI LIQUOR
391 FLATBUSH AVE.

Between Sterling Pl. & Eighth Ave.

COME IN AND HAVE A DRINK WITH US! 
Tastings are held every Thursday–Saturday from 6–9pm

SEMI ANNUAL RED SALE
Sale ends New Year’s Day

*Additional discounts do  
not apply to sale items.

Special prices on Moet  
and Veuve Clicquot

SPECIAL SALE
Georges Dubeuf Nouveau for $6.99 

NEW YEAR’S EVE 2010
4th Annual Procrastinators Ball

No cover! No minimum!
FEATURING:

Reservations requested but not required

Restaurant & UnderWater Lounge

66 Water Street in DUMBO
718-625-9352

www.waterstreetrestaurant.com

Celebrate 
in Dumbo!

Watch LIVE from Times 
Square on our 135 sq. ft. 

Jumbo-Tron screens

EXHIBIT, “LAST DAY OF THE 
MYRTLE AVENUE EL”: See 
Saturday, Dec. 26. 

ART, “PAGES OF THE PAST”: 
See Sunday, Dec. 27. 

SPARKLING WINE TASTING: 
See Tuesday, Dec. 29.

THEATER, “BRIEF ENCOUN
TER”: 8 pm. See Saturday, 
Dec. 26. 

MUSIC, ROOTS AND 
RUCKUS: Weekly Ameri-
can folk showcase. $5. 9 
pm. Jalopy [315 Columbia 
St. at Woodhull Street 
in Columbia Street Wa-
terfront, (718) 395-3214], 
www.jalopy.biz. 

MUSIC, IRISH MUSIC WITH 
SAFE HAVEN: Monthly 
gig. Free. 9 pm. Brooklyn 
Lyceum [227 Fourth Ave. 
at President Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 857-4816], 
www.savehavenirish.com. 

THURS, DEC. 31
New Year’s Eve

ART, “WHO SHOT ROCK & 
ROLL”: Great rock photo-
graphs from 1955 to the 
present. 10 am–5 pm. See 
Saturday, Dec. 26. 

ART, “RECYCLED AND 
STITCHED ART”: See Sat-
urday, Dec. 26. 

ART EXHIBITS: See Saturday, 
Dec. 26. 

ART, “MULTIPLES AND EDI
TIONS”: See Saturday, 
Dec. 26.

EXHIBIT, “LAST DAY OF THE 
MYRTLE AVENUE EL”: See 
Saturday, Dec. 26. 

ART, “PAGES OF THE PAST”: 
See Sunday, Dec. 27. 

MUSIC, NEW YEAR’S EVE 
CONCERT: Featuring the 
Brandenburg Concerto, 
plus Champagne and cook-
ies. $150. 7:30 pm. Barge-
music [Fulton Ferry Land-
ing, Old Fulton Street and 
Furman Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 624-2083], www.
bargemusic.org. 

MUSIC, NEW YEAR’S EVE 
WITH DEAN AND BRITTA: 
$25 ($20 in advance). 7:30 
pm. Southpaw [125 Fifth 
Ave. at St. Johns Place 
in Park Slope, (718) 230-
0236], www.spsounds.com.

MUSIC, NEW YEAR’S EVE 
EXTRAVAGANZA: Lead-
ing international artists in 
electronic music including 
Hux-Flux, Cortex, Un-
washed Tomato, Ear Worm, 
Relity Engine and more. 
$50 in advance. 8 pm–8 
am. Hello BK (18 Com-
merce St. in Red Hook).

NEW YEAR’S EVE CELEBRA
TION: Project Jenny with 
DJ Andy Beta performs. 8 
pm. Union Hall [702 Union 
St. at Fifth Avenue, (718) 
638-4400]. Tickets, $25 
($20 in advance).

YEAR’S EVE PARTY: Fea-
turing performances by 

Obits, Eli Paperboy Reed & 
the True Loves. 8 pm. The 
Bell House [149 Seventh St. 
at Third Avenue, (718) 643-
6510]. Tickets, $40 ($30 in 
advance).

THEATER, “BRIEF ENCOUN
TER”: 8 pm. See Saturday, 
Dec. 26. 

NEW YEAR’S EVE CELEBRA
TION: Live music, DJ, light 
show and much more. 9 
pm. The Grand Prospect 
Hall [263 Prospect Ave. 
between Fifth and Sixth 
avenues, (718) 788-0777]. 
Tickets, $175.

NEW YEAR’S PARTY AND 
FUNDRAISER: Dance party 
for the Bedford Bike Lane 
Activist Defense Fund. 10 
pm. Surreal Estate NYC (15 
Thames St. in Bushwick, 
www.myspace.com/surreal-
estatenyc). Tickets, $20.

PROCRASTINATOR’S BALL: 
Dancing, normally priced 
drinks, live coverage of the 
ball drop and a free des-
sert. 11 pm. Water Street 
Lounge [66 Water St. at 
Main Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 625-9352].

ANTIBALAS AFROBEAT OR
CHESTRA: Stars of Broad-
way’s “Fela!” perform. 
11:30 pm. Knitting Factory 
[361 Metropolitan Ave. at 
Havemeyer Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (347) 529-6696]. 
Tickets, $12.

NEW YEAR’S EVE FIRE
WORKS: The official bor-
ough bash. 11 pm. Grand 
Army Plaza [Union Street 
between Prospect Park 
West and Flatbush Avenue 
in Park Slope, (718) 965-
8999]. 

Continued from page 6

To list your event in Nine Days In Brooklyn, please give us two 
weeks notice or more. Send your listing by e-mail: calendar@
cnglocal.com; or by mail: GO Brooklyn, The Brooklyn Paper, 
One Metrotech Center North, Suite 1001, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 
Listings are free and printed on a space available basis. We 
regret we cannot take listings over the phone.

By Andy Campbell
The Brooklyn Paper

 The City Council strongly 
backed a plan to encourage 
residential development in-
side the now mostly commer-
cial “Broadway Triangle” on 
Monday, but the battle isn’t 
over as a coalition of 40 North 
Brooklyn community groups 
announced an expansion of 
its earlier lawsuit.
 Councilmembers voted 38-
10 favor of the rezoning, with 
the majority believing that 

Council OK’s Broadway 
Triangle rezoning plan

the plan’s promise of afford-
able housing — at least 850 
of 1,851 apartments would 
be set aside at below-market 
rates — outweigh the ugli-
ness that characterized the 
plan’s creation, which fea-
tured a no-bid city contract 
awarded to two politically 
connected groups allied 
with the borough’s Demo-
cratic Party boss.
 Even a rezoning supporter, 
Borough President Markow-
itz, hinted at the earlier con-
flicts in a statement issued 
after the vote.
 “I supported this plan be-
cause, bottom line, Brooklyn 
needs more affordable hous-
ing built now, and this plan 
is the most practical way to 
… get it done,” he said.
 The Council vote didn’t 
surprise the dissenters in the 
Broadway Triangle Commu-
nity Coalition, but the group 
is not going down without a 
fight. On Tuesday, lawyers 
filed an amended lawsuit in 
state Supreme Court against 
Mayor Bloomberg and the 
city’s Department of Hous-
ing Preservation and Devel-
opment that will be tacked 
onto the earlier suit filed in 
September.

 The suit contends that a 
politically corrupt process 
cut out dozens of commu-
nity groups from partaking 
in developing the triangle’s 
31 acres of industrial land 
into a mixed-income commu-
nity, and that the city acted 
unethically when it granted 
development rights to two po-
litically connected groups — 
the United Jewish Organiza-
tions of Williamsburg and 
Ridgewood Bushwick Se-
nior Citizen Council, both 
tied to Assemblyman Vito 
Lopez (D-Bushwick).
 In the amended suit, the 
coalition alleges that the city 
essentially handed over the 
triangle’s largest portion, 100 
Throop Ave., to the UJO. The 
city provided $7.6 million in 
funding for the site’s devel-
opment before the rezoning 
had even been proposed, ac-
cording to the lawsuit.
 “Not only was this prema-
ture commitment inappropri-
ate, but since there was no 
public notice that the city con-
templated rezoning the land 
… other organizations did not 
contemplate a request control,” 
the document reads.
 City officials maintain that 
both groups submitted proper 
applications. And on Monday, 
councilmembers agreed.
 “This is not an Atlantic 
Yards project that circum-
vented [the process],” said 
Councilman David Yassky 
(D-Brooklyn Heights). 
“We’re going to have 800 
affordable apartments. We 
had public input.”

Opponents and supporters held dueling rallies at 
City Hall before the Council’s vote on the Broad-
way Triangle rezoning. These were supporters.
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By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

 A state court has once 
again rebuffed an effort to 
throw a wrench in Bruce Rat-
ner’s Atlantic Yards machine, 

Court says MTA did not violate state law with deal
rejecting a lawsuit that ac-
cused the MTA of improp-
erly selling its Vanderbilt rail 
yard by not seeking new bids 
after reopening the original 
2005 deal with the developer 
this summer. 
 The suit, filed by pano-
ply of elected officials and 
opposition groups, claimed 
that the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority broke a 
state law that was passed in 
the wake of Atlantic Yards to 
curb abuses by state authori-
ties through stricter transpar-
ency and ethics guidelines.
 The plaintiffs pointed to 
the fact that the MTA rene-
gotiated the deal with Rat-
ner this summer, getting just 
$20 million up front instead 
of the $100 million originally 
promised. At the time, the 
transit agency did not seek 
new bids for its eight-acre 
train yard at the heart of the 
proposed arena, housing and 
commercial development.
 But state Supreme Court 
Judge Michael Stallman did 
not agree with project oppo-
nents, ruling last Tuesday that 
the renegotiated deal did not 
warrant restarting the bid-

ding process.
 “If every change were to 
be viewed as a new plan so 
as to trigger anew each man-
dated review process, no de-
velopment plan could ever 
reach final approval — let 
alone ultimate completion,” 
the ruling read. “The MTA 
had a rational basis for con-
tinuing to use the 2005 ap-
praisal rather than ordering 
a new one in 2009.”
 Opponents of the project 
called the ruling a sham, es-
pecially in light of the MTA’s 
just announced “doomsday 
cuts” in service that would af-
fect everyone who uses pub-
lic transportation. 
 “The MTA has no shame,” 
said Daniel Goldstein, a 
spokesman for Develop 
Don’t Destroy Brooklyn, the 
main Atlantic Yards oppo-
sition group. “While giving 
a sweetheart deal to billion-
aire developers … its board 
gives a big lump of coal to 
school kids, disabled New 
Yorkers and all transit rid-
ers.”
 The ruling by the New 
York State Supreme Court 
is yet another blow to the op-

ponents of Atlantic Yards, 
which in the last two months 
has seen Ratner overcome 
several major hurdles on 
the way to finally break-
ing ground on his contro-
versial basketball arena 
that will house his abysmal 
New Jersey Nets. 
 In the final week of No-
vember, the state’s highest 
court ruled that the Empire 
State Development Corpora-
tion was properly using em-
inent domain to seize the fi-
nal holdouts in the Atlantic 
Yards footprint. 
 And this week, Ratner se-
cured $511 million for the 
project through the sale of 
tax-exempt bonds that were 
snatched off the market in 
merely two hours.
 Still, the opposition plans 
to fight right down to the 
buzzer. On Sunday, a chain 
was installed at the beloved 
Freddy’s Bar at Dean Street 
and Sixth Avenue, which 
likely faces a wrecking ball 
in the coming months.
 If that day comes, a ded-
icated crew of barflies has 
pledged to cuff themselves 
to the chain.

UKULELE DROP: Show up at 
11:45 pm for a four-string 
take on the Times Square 
ball drop, followed by a 
ukulele concert. In front of 
321 23rd St. [between Sixth 
and Seventh avenues in 
Greenwood Heights, (646) 
257-3747]. Free. For info, 
visit sonicuke.com.

FRI, JAN. 1
New Year’s Day

ART, “WHO SHOT ROCK & 
ROLL”: Great rock photo-
graphs from 1955 to the 
present. 10 am–5 pm. See 
Saturday, Dec. 26. 

ART, “RECYCLED AND 
STITCHED ART”: See Sat-
urday, Dec. 26. 

ART EXHIBITS: See Saturday, 
Dec. 26. 

ART, “MULTIPLES AND EDI
TIONS”: See Saturday, 
Dec. 26.

EXHIBIT, “LAST DAY OF THE 
MYRTLE AVENUE EL”: See 
Saturday, Dec. 26. 

THEATER, “BRIEF ENCOUN
TER”: See Saturday, Dec. 
26. 

SAT, JAN. 2

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “BRIEF ENCOUN

TER”: 2 and 8 pm. See Sat-
urday, Dec. 26. 

MUSIC, CLASSICAL CON
CERT: Bach’s music with 
Niklas Sivelov, piano. $35 
($30 senior, $15 student). 
8 pm. Bargemusic [Fulton 
Ferry Landing, Old Fulton 
Street and Furman Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 624-2083], 
www.bargemusic.org. 

SALES AND MARKETS
PARK SLOPE GREENMAR

KET: See Saturday, Dec. 26. 
 9 

am–5 pm. See Saturday, 
Dec. 26. 

ARTISTS AND FLEAS: See 
Saturday, Dec. 26.

OTHER
ART, “WHO SHOT ROCK & 

ROLL”: Great rock photo-
graphs from 1955 to the 
present. 10 am–5 pm. See 
Saturday, Dec. 26. 

ART, “RECYCLED AND 
STITCHED ART”: See Sat-
urday, Dec. 26. 

ART EXHIBITS: See Saturday, 
Dec. 26. 

ART, “MULTIPLES AND EDI
TIONS”: See Saturday, 
Dec. 26.

EXHIBIT, “LAST DAY OF THE 
MYRTLE AVENUE EL”: See 
Saturday, Dec. 26.

Eli Paperboy Reed plays 
the Bell House on New 
Year’s Eve.
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It’s a very Smartmom Christmas

By Louise Crawford

Smartmom bought her 
Charlie Brown-style 
Christmas tree from 

the Vermont tree farmers who 
set up in front of the Park 
Slope Food Co-op every year. 
It was $20, which is a lot to 
pay for what was more like 
a branch. But the gangly tree 
caught her eye and seemed 
lovable in its own — slightly 
pathetic — way. 
 As Smartmom walked 
home, she knew her little tree 
was a far cry from the huge, 
tree that Hepcat’s mom always 
sets up in her humongous Cal-
ifornia living room and deco-
rates with a lifetime’s collec-

tion of vintage ornaments. The 
fragrance of pine and hot ap-
ple cider permeates the house 
as a fire roars. 
 Christmas with Hepcat’s 
family is a Jewish girl’s fan-
tasy, and Smartmom loves that 
her inter-faith children have 
such holiday’s in their mem-
ory banks of childhood. 
 Smartmom knows she 
could never match that level 
of Christmasness: she’s Jew-
ish, for Buddha’s sake, and 
any attempt at Christmas is 
fraught with inexperience 
and ambivalence. But this 
year, the family is spend-
ing Christmas in Brook-

lyn. This has happened only 
three times before in her chil-
dren’s lifetimes. Turns out, 
Teen Spirit is thrilled because 
all his friends will be home 
from college and he’s excited 
to hang out with them. The 
Oh So Feisty One has mixed 
feelings about not being in 
California, but she, too, is 
glad to be near her friends.
 Walking up Seventh Av-
enue with her tiny tree con-
veniently tucked under her 
arm, Smartmom remembered 
2007 when they bought a 
huge Christmas tree and it 
was like Rockefeller Center 
in the apartment because the 
Oh So Feisty One kept bring-
ing friends in and out of the 
apartment to see it.

make this as nice a Christ-
mas as the one’s they spend 
in California. Oh the pres-
sure, the guilt, the need to 
meet everyone’s expectations 
at this time of year. 
 When Smartmom got 
home with her tree, Hepcat 
rolled his eyes (it sure looked 
that way to Smartmom). He 
wondered how they were go-
ing to get the tiny tree to stand 
up in the metal tree holder 
intended for a much larger 
tree. 
 “Don’t worry, I’ll figure 
it out,” Hepcat said sound-
ing alternately annoyed and 
excited at a challenge that re-
quired a trip into the metal 
tool box. When he got out his 
saw, Smartmom knew things 

were getting complicated. 
 “Don’t worry. I just need 
to saw off a few branches,” 
he said. 
 “But there won’t be much 
tree left!” she told him. 
 “Calm down,” he said. 
 When he went out to Tar-
zian Hardware for more sup-
plies, Smartmom realized 
that this project was becom-
ing a real production. It might 
have been easier just to get 
a bigger tree.

Smartmom waited anx-
iously for Hepcat to 
return. Why did the 

holidays feel like a referen-
dum on her capabilities as a 
mother and a wife? Would 
this little tree be enough for 
Christmas?
 Finally, Hepcat returned, 
and Smartmom watched as 
her handy (i.e. non-Jewish) 
husband, a genius at solv-
ing random engineering 
problems, made it possible 
for her tiny tree to stand. 
Smartmom gave him a big 
kiss as relief pulsed through 
her. 
 Smartmom found all their 
ornaments in a mildewed bag 

in the basement. It was like 
a reunion with old friends. 
Sadly, she had to throw out 
quite a few that were grow-
ing mold on them. 
 Later, Diaper Diva and 
Ducky came over to join in 
on the tiny tree trimming. 
Smartmom even made hot 
chocolate. The tree was ex-
actly as tall as 5-year-old 
Ducky, and she had a great 
time decorating.
 When Teen Spirit woke 
up (it was 2 pm), he came 
into the room and stared at 
the sweet little tree. 
 “I know, I know. It’s a 
Charlie Brown tree,” Smart-
mom said in anticipation of 
a snarky remark. 
 “I like it. I really do. I just 
think we should put a huge 
ornament on it so it’ll droop,” 
he said. 
 Teen Spirit felt moved to 
download some of his favor-
ite Christmas songs: “Blue 
Christmas” by Elvis Pres-
ley, “Fairytale Christmas” 
by the Pogues and “Merry 
Christmas, Baby” by Otis 
Redding.
 Smartmom sat on her 
new couch and observed the 
scene, which was like some-
thing out of a Frank Capra 
Christmas movie. Her inter-
faith family was having an 
idyllically good time deco-
rating their tiny tree. Ducky 
was busy cutting out a pa-
per star and coloring it with 
red and green crayons. Dia-
per Diva was alternately nap-
ping and supervising Ducky. 
Teen Spirit, inspired by his 
Christmas playlist, decided 
that he was going to write a 
Christmas song and was fid-
dling with chords, melodies 
and lyrics. Hepcat found tiny 
battery-operated lights that 
fit perfectly on the tree. 
 And OSFO she took one 
look at the scene and made 
a bee-line for a friend’s 
house. 
 All in all, Smartmom was 
just amazed that such a tiny 
little tree could bring so much 
joy to her family.

 Smar tmom 
worried that 
OSFO and Teen 
Spirit would feel 
cheated by this 
year’s tiny tree. 
But she tried not 
to worry about 
it. She was al-
ready stressing 
about how to 

PARENTKIDS SCHOOL STYLE TEENS CAMPS MUSIC

FRI, DEC. 25
 Xmas Day 

service. Free. Bethlehem 
Lutheran Church [Fourth 
and Ovington avenues in 
Bay Ridge, (718) 748-9502], 
www.bethlehembayridge.
org. 

SAT, DEC. 26
 Science power 

hour. Learn about nature. 
Prospect Park Audubon 
Center [Enter park at 
Lincoln Road and Ocean 
Avenue in Prospect Park, 
(718) 287-3400], www.
prospectpark.org/audu-
bon. 

SUN, DEC. 27
 Guided Tour of the 

Brooklyn Botanic Garden 
[1000 Washington Ave., at 
Eastern Parkway in Crown 
Heights, (718) 623-7220], 
www.bbg.org. 

 Science power 
hour. See Saturday, Dec. 
26.

MON, DEC. 28
 Story time 

with Emily. Weekly event. 
Moxie Spot [81 Atlantic 
Ave. between Hicks and 
Henry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

 Seasonal 
and holiday films for kids. 
Brooklyn Children’s 
Museum [145 Brooklyn 
Ave. at St. Marks Avenue 
in Bedford-Stuyvesant, 
(718) 735-4400], www.
brooklynkids.org. 

TUES, DEC. 29
 Storytime for kids. 

Weekly reading series. 
Free. Barnes & Noble 
Court Street [106 Court St. 
between Livingston and 
State streets in Downtown 
Brooklyn, (718) 246-4996]. 

 Singalong with 
Lloyd. Weekly event. 
Moxie Spot [81 Atlantic 
Ave. between Hicks and 
Henry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 923-9710], 

themoxiespot.com. 
 Kwanzaa Festivities. 

Learn about the seven 
principles and symbols of 
Kwanzaa, make art, and 
enjoy a performance by 
mezzo soprano Nicole 
Mitchell. Free. Brooklyn 
Public Library’s Central 
branch [Grand Army Plaza 
at Eastern Parkway in Park 
Slope, (718) 230-2100]. 

WED, DEC. 30
 Storytime with Emily. 

See Monday, Dec. 28.
 Historic Trolley Tours. 

Green-Wood Cemetery 
[25th St. at Fifth Avenue in 
Green-Wood Heights, (718) 
768-7300]. Tickets, $20. For 
info, visit www.greenwood-
cemetery.org. 

THURS, DEC. 31
 Dance around 

with Nat. Weekly event. 
Moxie Spot [81 Atlantic 
Ave. between Hicks and 
Henry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

 “A Charlie Brown 
Christmas.” Classic show 
for kids. $10. Brooklyn 
Lyceum [227 Fourth Ave. 
at President Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 857-4816], 
www.brooklynlyceum.com. 

SAT, JAN. 2
 Guided Tour of the 

Brooklyn Botanic Garden. 
See Sunday, Dec. 27. 

 Nature Walk. Learn 
to identify more than 40 
species of trees. Free. Fort 
Green Park Visitors Center 
[Enter park at Myrtle 
Avenue and Washington 
Park in Fort Greene, (718) 
722-3218]. 

 Health Walk. 
Mount the highest point 
in Prospect Park. Free. 
Prospect Park (Enter at 
16th Street and Prospect 
Park Southwest). Call 311 
or visit www.nyc.gov/parks/
rangers for info. 

 Science hour. See 
Saturday, Dec. 26.

FAMILY CALENDAR

To list your event, visit: BrooklynPaper.com/events/submit

Call: 230-5255
763 President St. (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.)

DAY SCHOOL, INC.
A fully licensed and certified preschool

 2-4 year old programs
 Licensed teachers
 Optimal educational equipment
 Exclusive outdoor facilities
 Indoor Gym facilities

  2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days

 Spacious Classrooms

 Enriched Curriculum

 Caring, loving environment

WE DO FENCING BIRTHDAYS! 
Parties up to 20 kids 

Group Classes
    beginner to advanced, 7 years to adults

62 Fourth St (corner of Hoyt)  (718) 522-5822
www.BrooklynFencing.com

BROOKLYN
FENCING CENTER

a cooperative preschool since 1978
Invites you to an

OPEN HOUSE
for the 2010-2011 school year

On Tuesday, January 19th, 7 – 9pm
Located at 298 6th Avenue between

2nd and 3rd Streets

Open House includes tour, meeting our teachers and learning about our 
educational philosophy and activities.

Scholarships available.

For more information, visit 
BrooklynFreeSpace.org
or call (718) 965-3135   

(Childcare will not be available.)

Brooklyn Free Space admits students of any religion, race, color, disability, and national or 
ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally accorded or made 
available to students at the school. It does not discriminate on the basis of religion, race, 
color, disability, national or ethnic origin or the sexual orientation of students’ families, in the 

administration of its educational and admissions policies.

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 

Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

Park Slope.
FAMILY DENTISTRY

245 Fifth Avenue  (between Carroll & Garfield)

©

 Financing Available
 Insurance Plans Welcomed

Dr. Andrew Warshaw
Dr. Sari Rosenwein
Dr. Doug Pollack (Bd. Cert.)     
  Pediatric Dentistry

Hours by Appointment
Sat. & Eve. Available

789-5700

Free Consultation
24 Hour Phone 

Service

www.ParkSlopeFamilyDentistry.com

Quality Dentistry
Gentle care in our ultra-modern office

RONALD I. TEICHMAN, DDS

357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street
slopedental.com  ·  768-1111

DENTISTS

HEALTH, 
MIND & BODY

You can dance around with Moxie Spot owner 
Nat Rubin on Dec. 31.
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a man while he was on his 
phone on Norman Avenue in 
Greenpoint, getting the phone 
and fleeing before he could 
see them.

-
vantage of a man immersed in 
an e-book on his iPhone at the 
corner of DeKalb and Wash-
ington avenues. It is unclear 
what was so engrossing.

smacked a man in the back 
of the head, stealing with his 
iPhone at the corner of Lafay-
ette Avenue and St. James 
Place. 

-
way mugger ripped a phone 
out of a woman’s hand near 
the Broadway and Marcy Av-
enue J station.

phone taken from his hand 
at the corner of Fourth Av-

enue and First Street in Park 
Slope.

thief swiped a woman’s iP-
hone at the corner of Fifth 
Avenue and Ninth Street in 
Park Slope.

swiped the Apple out of a 
man’s hand as he sat on a 
bench at the corner of Sev-
enth Avenue and First Street 
in Park Slope.

the smartphone out of a wom-
an’s hand on Lincoln Place 
near Seventh Avenue in Park 
Slope.

-
ing criminal made off with 
a woman’s iPhone on S. 
Fourth Street near Bedford 
Avenue.

in quickly when he spotted 
a woman typing away on the 

Street between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues.

taken from a woman’s hand 
on Warren Street between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues.

Greene Park sneaked up from 
behind and stunned an iP-

hone user with a blow to 
the head before taking the 
phone.

-
liamsburger’s iPhone as he 
walked to a cafe near Devoe 
and Leonard streets.

grabbed an iPhone from a 
20-year-old at Bedford Ave-
nue and N. Seventh Street in 
Williamsburg.

his iPhone in his hand near 
the corner of Fulton and 
South Oxford streets in Fort 
Green when a man swiped 

it.
 And those are just the 
crimes involving iPhones sto-
len from people as they used 
them. There are many other 
thefts of iPhones that were in 
bags or pockets — and there 
have been dozens more thefts 
of less smart phones.
 At this point, Beers is a 
changed woman now that she 
no longer owns one of Steve 
Jobs’s mini-computers.
 “I’m going to multi-task 
less,” she said. “I should 
have just been enjoying my 
walk rather than talking on 
a phone.”

Continued from page 4

PHONE...

By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

 How did Borough Presi-
dent Markowitz, whose city 

nest in Windsor Terrace? All it 
took was money from a “slip-
and-fall” case that put a seri-
ous crimp in his sexual rela-

Beep’s bedroom shortcomings paid for new house
tions with his wife, Jamie.
 Markowitz’s purchase of 
a swank home in Windsor 
Terrace has been the talk of 
the neighborhood since the 
Daily News broke the story 
last week — but few of his 
future neighbors know that 
he got a large portion of the 
cash to buy his new exec-

settlement in a personal in-
jury case.
 It all started on an icy 

-
itz took a spill in an Econo 
Lodge parking lot in Albany. 
The vicious fall resulted in 
surgery involving “total left 
ankle reconstruction” and the 
insertion of a metal plate and 
screws that left Markowitz se-
riously disabled for roughly 
four weeks.
 Two years later, Markow-
itz and his lawyer, Jonny Kool 
(seriously), sought a whopping 

the owners of the motel. Six 
million smackers? Before you 
guffaw, this was one serious 
injury, as the court papers 
show:
 “Jamie Markowitz has been 
deprived of the value of the full 
services, society, support, as-

sistance, companionship, con-
sortium, duties, obligations 
and the affection of her hus-
band,” the document states. 
“[The injuries] will result in 
her future loss of enjoyment 
of life and marital services.”
 Markowitz ended up hob-
bling away with a settlement 

Beep pocketed $255,000 — 
money that resurfaced last 
month when Markowitz and 

asking price for his Terrace 
Place crib. 
 The rest of the money for 
the big down payment came 
from the sale of a $750,000 
Manhattan Beach home inher-
ited by Jamie Markowitz. 
 Markowitz’s new digs 
stand as a major change in 
lifestyle for the longtime ten-
ant advocate. 
 The million-dollar home 
also marks a new chapter 
in Markowitz’s Horatio Al-
ger-esque rise from public 
housing in Sheepshead Bay to 
idyllic Windsor Terrace, with 
its quiet side streets and prox-
imity to Prospect Park.
 Regardless of the juicy 
backstory to the legendary 

renter Markowitz’s first gam-
bit with homeownership, lo-
cals seemed happy about hav-
ing a minor celebrity in the 
neighborhood.
 “Now we have somebody 
to tell our problems to,” said 
Rocky Gallo, the owner of 
United Meat Market on Pros-
pect Park West.
 And the owner of Pierre’s 

he was so enthused by the 
borough president’s arrival 
that, pressed by The Brook-
lyn Paper, he unveiled “the 
Marty Markowitz” sandwich, 
a towering heap of grilled 
roast beef, caramelized on-
ions, layers of fresh mozza-
rella and slathered with the 
sweet steak sauce from Pe-
ter Lugar. (See story, this 
page.)
 The previous owner of 
the house, Jeanneene Boo-
her, was not starstruck while 

sealing the deal.
 “I don’t know him from any-
one, really,” said Booher, who 
was surprised by a call from 
The Brooklyn Paper. “When 
my grandchildren go to sing 
at the Brooklyn youth chorus, 
he’s always there. He and his 
wife seem like nice people.”
 One neighbor on Markow-
itz’s block did foresee certain 
benefits of the borough pres-
ident’s arrival. Just recently, 
the sewer drains were cleared 
out, something that the neigh-
bor — who did want to give 
her name — saw as a direct 
result of Markowitz’s influ-
ence. 
 “He had five trucks out 
here cleaning the sewers. I’ve 

sewer drains to get cleaned,” 
the neighbor said. “At least now 
it’ll happen every six months, 
since it affects him.” 

— with Barry Shifrin

The Brooklyn Paper

 Windsor Terrace locals 
are certainly excited about 
their new neighbor, Marty 
Markowitz, but one man is 
going the extra mile.
 In honor of its new neigh-
bor, the owner of Pierre’s Deli 

selling, “The Marty Markow-
itz,” a grilled roast beef, fresh 
mozzarella, caramelized on-
ions and Peter Luger steak 
sauce all piled high on a 

onions seem too sweet, but, 
hey, that’s Marty — to meet 
him is to love him at first 
bite,” Kuntzman said. “But 
as you keep chewing, the fla-
vors become more complex. 
Fresh mozzarella was a good 
choice, because it, like Marty, 
is always concerned about its 
fat content. That said, it ends 
up losing to the roast beef, 
which is heavy and overbear-
ing. But the toasted bread of-
fers a crusty, likeable, ex-
terior. This sandwich is the 

culinary embodiment of our 
borough president.”
 Stephen Brown, senior 
reporter, also saw political 
themes at work.
 “It is a heavy sandwich, no 
doubt — there may actually 
be a pound of grilled roast 
beef on this sandwich,” he 
said. “The steak sauce adds 
sweetness, which clashes 
with the dashes of balsamic 
vinegar. Overall, it is surpris-
ingly bland considering its 
size, but certainly a hearty 

meal that is appropriate for 
the borough’s highest elected 
official.”
 Our cub reporter Barry 
Shifrin, thought that this 
sandwich was the classic 
political shell game.
 “It looks impressive, but 
with all the ingredients, you’d 
think you’d get more pop,” he 
said. “There is an element of 
‘style over substance’ here. 
But one thing, though: the 
more bites I took, the bet-
ter it tasted.”
 Is that like the third-term 
Markowitz or not? You’ll 
have to eat it and judge for 
yourself.
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 Borough President 
Markowitz has bought this house in Windsor Ter-
race — paid for with some money from a 2001 slip-
and-fall lawsuit (yes, a slip-and-fall lawsuit).
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By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

 Long-time renter Marty Markow-

Windsor Terrace, but life as a home-
owner isn’t as free and easy as rent-
ing. Here are some the issues he’ll 
have to confront now that he’s on 
the other side:

Slip-and-fall lawsuits! 
Markowitz may have won a $250,000 
settlement from a spill at an Econo 

Lodge in Albany, but now he’ll have 
to be ever-vigilant when the snow falls 
in front of his house. It is the legal 
duty of each homeowner to shovel 
his or her sidewalk in the winter — 
and anyone who slips and falls in 
front of the Beep’s house is proba-
bly going to seize the opportunity.

Nosy neighbors! Most renters 
tend to keep to themselves — own-
ers, on the other hand, are all up in 
everybody’s business. Markowitz can 

expect his new neighbors to keep a 
keen eye on comings and goings at 
his new property. Such neighbors of-
ten gossip.

Home repairs! Got a leaky 
ceiling? Toilet broken? Markowitz 
won’t have his Prospect Park West 
super when needs to be done. In-
stead, he’ll either have to do some 
reshingling himself, or fork out the 
cash for a repairman.

Homeownership 101 for Beep

toasted hero roll — a steal 

 But how good is it? Could 
this sandwich be worthy of 

a borough president? 
 One bite and Editor Gersh 
Kuntzman was convinced.
 “At first, the caramelized 



10  AWP  December 25, 2009

.

MEDICAL HELP WANTED AUTOS

AUTOS WANTED

DONATE 
YOUR

VEHICLE

CHILDREN’S 
LITERACY

800-339-7790

AUTOS WANTED

My car went 
to Heaven!

DONATE YOUR AUTO

Society of 
St. Vincent de Paul

RECORDS
WANTED

718-384-7554
917-952-4408

Magician & Comical Nerd

8th Avenue at 14th St.

Adult Ed Hebrew School
Rabbi Carie Carter

Park Slope's Egalitarian,
Conservation Synagogue

Union 
           Temple

 Park Slope’s Friendliest 
Congregation 

SHABBAT SERVICES
Friday nights                               6:30pm 
Plus Pot Luck Dinner every  First Friday 
Every 4th Friday                         8:00pm
Saturday Mornings                    10:30am

17 Eastern Parkway
 Across from Library @ Grand Army Plaza 

718-638-7600 
www.uniontemple.org

uniontemple@uniontemple.org

PERSONAL TRAINER WORKSHOPS

one naughty naughty boy: 

on Dec. 18.

 — Sabrina Jaszi

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Got le Bleus

-
-

Senior swipe

-

Night rider

Apple and X

-
-

-

Book worm

-

-
-

-
— Gersh Kuntzman

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Williamsburg

Inside job

-

-
-

Craptops

-

-

-

-

Park guns

-

-
-

Party favor

-

 — Andy Campbell

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge

Watered down
-

-

Continued from page 4

BLOTTER... -

-
-
-

-

Tasteful theft

-

Group effort

-
-

-

-

No hospitality

-

-
-

Stylish heist
-

-

gone. — Barry Shifrin

CLEAN
GREEN
MAIDS
(718) 383-0875
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One Day Bath Solutions!
Save up to 90% replacement cost

Expert Reglazing for:
Bathtubs & Sinks
Wall & Floor Tile
Refinished Like New
Finished in any color

Now selling tub and 
sink fixtures, shower 

doors and a wide 
variety of bath vanities 
and medicine cabinets

Premier Baths Inc.
718-238-8460
1-866-399-TUBS (8827)
www.premierbathsinc.com

10 Year 
Warranty

LIC. 1289423

A Step Above the Rest!

NEW HEIGHTS
CONSTRUCTION LLC
Siding  Windows  Roofing  Fences
Kitchens  Baths  Basements  Decks
Doors  Awnings  Patio Enclosures
Brick Pointing  Concrete Stucco

800-525-5102
718-767-0044

FALL SPECIALS ON WINDOWS

FREE ESTIMATES InsuredLicense #
904813

ARCHITECT &
INTERIOR DESIGNER

  

Martin della Paolera
ARCHITECT

You got ‘em, 
we get ‘em!

Call for a FREE
Consultation

1-800-BUGS-375

www.WeGetThem.com

1-800-284-7375

The

-TERMINATOR-TERMINATORXX ™

Don’t wait for an 
infestation! 

Precautionary spray 

only $25.00  
First Floor & Basement

 
With coupon • One per home or apt. • Exp. 4/30/10

COUPONCOUPON

PLUS!

Bedbug &Termite Specialists

HIGH COST OF HEAT
WEIGHING YOU DOWN?

CALL NOW!! 718.797.9800
VISIT US ONLINE TODAY...
WWW.DYNOFUEL.NET

Very Low Prices
Full Service Fast Deliveries

 Lic #113549553

CARPENTRY PLUS

Denton Cleaning
What’s Your Time Worth?
Leave the cleaning to US!
Residential & Commercial

Fully Insured & Bonded

917 796-9830
718 333-1181

HATE TO FILE? 
BURIED UNDER PAPER?

FIVE STAR CARTING INC.

718-349-7555

RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL

Serving All
of NYC

Mention Brooklyn Papers For Special Service Rates In Your Area

FAST
SERVICE

FREE
ESTIMATE

Celebrating 20 Years

Renovation & Remodeling
Roofing  Basements  Brick Cleaning 

Pointing  Stucco  Waterproofing 
Stoops  Sidewalks  Gutters Kitchens

Bathrooms  Brownstone Repair
Carpentry  Plastering Tiling

Cement Work Fencing Siding
Deck Sheetrock Brick Work

Wallpaper  Painting (Int. & Ext.)

        

BATHTUB REGLAZING
Custom Construction

- 30 Years in Business -

Restoration & Remodeling

DECKS
 by Bart

Free Estimates
Call Bart:

20+ years experience

We build year round
Plan Ahead

(718) 284-8053
800-YES-4-DECK

Design Assist./Archit. Enginr.
DecksByBartNYC.com

No job too big, no job too small!

Licensed electrician

JAE ELECTRIC
Commercial-Residential

Industrial
All Phases Electrical Work
Upgrades - New Installs

No Job Too Small
Licensed

347-308-2696

K&M ELECTRIC
SERVICES

Call Keith  (646) 423-7674

ESTATE
PURCHASES

ESTATE
 PURCHASES

 

PREPARE 
YOUR GARDEN 

FOR NEXT 
SEASON

 
718-753-9741

KBM Handyman Services

FREE ESTIMATE

ARIK J. MOVING & STORAGE
SPECIAL LOCAL RATES

Licensed & Insured 

Toll Free 877-668-3186
212-321-MOVE

US DOT #130966
The Company has the right to change prices any  time.

E & J MOVING
Lowest Rates from NY
To Florida & in between
www.ejmovers.com

USDOT T37637

877-445-4111

MAZEL TOV

Moving & Storage

800-273-5176

Old Walls Saved

Excellent References

R.F.K.
Interior Finishes, LLC.

Insured
Free Estimates

NEIGHBORHOOD
Sewer & Drain Cleaning

Plumbing

745-7727 or 848-5654

Interior & Exterior Renovation

Home Improvement · Specializing in Roofs 
Rubberized Roof · SBS Cold Process · Shingle 

Roofs  New Roofs · Gutters · Leaders · Skylights 
Roofing  Repair · Waterproofing · Free Estimates
All Work Guaranteed · Fully Insured · Lic 115908

L32-10

BENSON ROOFING & HOME 
IMPROVEMENT EST. 1992

1747 E. 3rd St., Brooklyn, NY 11223
Tel 718-382-4449

30 yrs experience  Serving the 5 Boros
~ Free Estimates ~

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Our Customers 

GET THEIR
MONEY’$ WORTH

To Place Your Ad Call or Fax
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Call The Brooklyn Classifieds

By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

 One of the borough’s most glorious 
indoor spaces — a veritable cathedral 
to retail — is going to host a flea mar-
ket.
 The landmark former bank space 
in the ground floor of the Willliams-
burgh Savings Bank building in Fort 
Greene will house the Brooklyn Flea 
on Saturdays and Sundays starting on 
Jan. 9 — a substantial upgrade from the 
market’s current indoor winter space 
in DUMBO. 
 When the winter season ends, the 
flea will once again return to the out-
door space where it began in 2008, the 
cement fields at Bishop Loughlin HS 
a few blocks away.
 “The [bank building] is a perfect match 
between antique vendors and an historic 
space,” said Eric Demby, the founder of 
the antique and crafts souk.
 The news, first reported by New York 
Magazine, represents a change of venue 
on par with a band going from dingy 
clubs to an arena. Roughly 100 vendors 
will line both sides of the stylish cashier 
windows, and food may be served in the 
bank vault, according to Demby.

 But just because there is a flea mar-
ket on weekends does not mean that the 
space at 1 Hanson Pl. is now a run-of-
the-mill bazaar with musty furniture 
vendors, dusty comic books and creepy 
guys leafing through old Playboys.
 The owners of the landmarked space 
will still rent it out for roughly $15,000 
a night for Manhattan-style corporate 
events and weddings appropriate for 
reality TV.
 “Our business model is to maintain 
the exclusivity of the venue,” said Jen-
nifer Blumin, the principal of Skylight 
1 Hanson, the ethereal corporate name 
for the space. “The idea is not volume, 
but quality events.” 
 The deal with Brooklyn Flea is some-
thing of a surprise for a space that had 
long sought a high-profile retailer to lo-
cate next to the Atlantic-Pacific subway 
hub, the Atlantic Terminal Mall, and the 
future site of the Barclays Center. 
 And Brooklyn locations of Target, 
Lowe’s and Ikea make a fortune in their 
chaotic local outlets, so its no wonder 
that Apple and even Microsoft consid-
ered making the former bank building 
a Brooklyn flagship.
 Then again, the economy isn’t doing 

Market to take over bank space

so well. Perhaps in a more opulent time — 
like the 1920s, when the space was built — 
major chains would have been lining up to 
sign a lease in the landmarked space.
 But even though a big tenant couldn’t be 
found, Demby said that his Mom and Pop 
vendors would create more than enough 
buzz for the building.
 “We already activated a public space 
under the Brooklyn Bridge,” said Demby, 
referring to the flea’s outdoor site near the 
fabled span. “Now we’ll be opening up this 
one. We’re humbled by the opportunity.”

 The Brooklyn 
Flea will move to the Williamsburgh 
Savings Bank Building this winter.

ll I wanted was a real filthy, 
freaky, nasty Brooklyn dance 
party.

 I went looking for it on Dec. 17 
at Brooklyn Bowl’s sold-out Neon 
Indian show, but I was sorely dis-
appointed. Why? Because the local 
scene wasn’t local at all. I spent two 
hours chatting up people before the 
opening act, and practically every-
one in the packed house had taken 
a train from the city.
 Worse, someone must have slipped 
Haterade into their Brooklyn La-
ger.
 “Williamsburg wouldn’t even have 
a venue if it weren’t for Manhattan,” 
one West Village girl sniffed as she 
fumbled with her mom’s credit card 
at the ticket window. I had asked her 
whether she was from Brooklyn, and 
she turned on me like I was an un-
dercover narc at Burning Man.
 “I don’t understand why Brook-
lyn people have to represent so hard 
anyway.”

fork that it aspires to move 
to the borough, oh, some-
time around February.
 I’ll believe it when I 
see the outrageously over-
priced lease.
 And even if no one 
wanted to fork over hard-

 Here’s why: Because all those head-
bobbing, Facebook-updating Man-
hattan cretins spent most of the night 
with their fists in their pockets, even 
during a killer set from the opening 
act, Tigercity.
 I couldn’t find any of my borough 
brethren. Did Williamsburgers waste 
their pocket change at Neon Indi-
an’s last two shows in Manhattan 
— or is the band just not Brooklyn 
enough?
 I’m guessing, the latter. After all, 
this band is having a horrible iden-
tity crisis right now. Its Myspace page 
lists its home as “Brookyln/Austin, 
Texas” (yes, someone spelled “Brook-
lyn” wrong), and the band told Pitch-

Campbell’s
Soup

By Andy Campbell

earned Brooklyn bucks to see some 
faux Texans, why didn’t anyone “rep-
resent” for Tigercity, the only truly 
local (and most dance-party quali-
fied) band at the show? At least the 
up-and-comers got a few people wig-
gling, which is better than the head-
liners could say.
 But I digress. When I go out, I want 
a dance party, and I know it can be done 
with a little Brooklyn-based love. And 
when the house is full of our crowd, 
all those West Village scenesters will 
be jealous that they forgot to remind 
mom to buy them tickets.
 Until that day comes, I’m stuck in 
Brooklyn with the bridge-and-tun-
nel crowd.


