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By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

 The first phase of Mayor Bloomberg’s 
overhaul of Coney Island into a major 
amusement park took shape on Tuesday, 
with Hizzoner unveiling 19 new rides 
that he said will be in full-swing 
by Memorial Day in what is 
being called “Luna Park.”
 The ride operator, Central 
Amusement International, 
also announced it will open 
the “Scream Zone” in 2011, 
another amusement area that 
will feature two roller coasters, 
a human slingshot, and a go-kart 
track. 
  “Coney is coming back, big time,” 
Bloomberg said at Tuesday’s announce-
ment at the New York Aquarium. “It will 
be more fun than ever.” 
 Central Amusement, which also runs 

the Victorian Gardens in Central Park, 
will be funneling $30 million into the 
park over the course of its decade-long 
lease. While Central Amusement fulfills 
that interim lease, the hunt will remain 
on for a permanent operator to realize 

Bloomy’s more ambitious — and 
controversial — goal of a trans-

formed Coney Island with new 
mixed-income housing, re-
tail outlets, restaurants, new 
rides and hotels.

Peter Pelle, the vice-
president of the amuse-

ment operator, said Luna 
Park would not charge an ad-

mission fee, just like the now-de-
molished Astroland. 

 “Revitalizing the birthplace of the 
amusement park is the opportunity of 
a lifetime,” said Pelle, adding that the 

By Andy Campbell
The Brooklyn Paper

 Talk about a rebel yell!
 Members of Bay Ridge’s hot-
test classic-rock tribute group, 
the Southern Comfort Band, is 
resisting incessant demands to 
stop using the same name as the 
slightly better known liqueur.
 Lead guitarist Eddie Sarkis 
— best known for his covers of 
Lynyrd Skynyrd and the Allman 
Brothers — received a cease-
and-desist letter from the mak-

but I doubt it. We’re just a small 
group with a southern edge — 
south Brooklyn, that is — and 
it’s really no big deal.”
 Indeed, with the September 
deadline long gone, it’s unclear 
whether the liqueur maker will go 
beyond the letter-writing phase 
and make a federal case of it.
 But the manufacturers were 
serious — at least last year.
 “The public associates the 
Southern Comfort brand and its 

ers of Southern Comfort  late last 
year  insisting that he change his 
band’s name and Web site,  www.
southerncomfortmusic.com , by 
Sept. 16.
 He has received several such 
letters since — all threatening 
legal action.
 “I’ve been ripping them up,” 
Sarkis told The Brooklyn Paper, 
taking a few minutes to remind 
readers of the Southern Com-
fort Band’s next gig, on March 
5. “I’m not sure if I’ll be fined, 

By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

 The MTA said, “Beat it,” but an effort to honor 
Michael Jackson at the Downtown Brooklyn subway 
station that he made famous is moving ahead without 
the transportation authority.
 The Downtown Brooklyn Partnership revealed this 
week that it has a deal with the owner of the building that 
sits atop the Hoyt-Schermerhorn subway station to hang 
a tribute to the late great King of Pop.
 Jackson gave the grimy station international re-
nown in the 1987 video for his song, “Bad,” in which 
he plays a gang member about to rumble with a ri-
val clan headed by Wesley Snipes. The action in the 
Martin Scorsese-directed video takes place on the 
unused platform at the station.
 The same platform was used for “Weird  Al” Yank-
ovic’s alternative version of the same song, “I’m 
Fat.”
 Though both videos remain revered, after Jack-
son’s death last June, Councilwoman Letitia James 
(D-Fort Greene) beseeched the Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority to rename the station in honor of 
Jacko. When that failed, James asked for a plaque.
  That effort was also rebuffed. 
 But on Tuesday,  the New York Post reported  that 
the Downtown Brooklyn Partnership had convinced 

By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

 A beloved bulldog that had al-
legedly been missing — and be-
lieved dognapped — for six days 
has been reunited with her human 
companions.
 The happy news comes on the 
heels of  The Brooklyn Paper’s epic 
online story  last week that Sugar, 
the bulldog, had been stolen in 
Prospect Park during last week’s 
snowpocalypse.
 Sugar now owes her life to 
a mysterious Good Samaritan 
named Jamie, who came upon 
the 3-year-old dog tied to a tree. 
After Jamie’s pit bull nibbled on 
Sugar, he called the phone number 
on Sugar’s collar and told owner 
Drucie Belman that the dog was 
fine.
 He would not reveal where he 

found Sugar, but agreed to meet 
the family.
 Belman and her family imme-
diately ran to Prospect Park West 
for the tearful reunion. 
 “We sprinted towards the dog 
when we saw her,” recalled doggy-
daddy Albert Belman. “Our family 
is back together again — Drucie 
actually wept.”
 It will likely take some time for 
Sugar to recover. She was chomped 
on her leg by the pit bull, and has 
lost a whopping eight pounds in six 
days (get that pooch some Snaus-
ages!).
 “Sugar is very subdued. It’s ob-
vious she’s really gone through 
something,” said Albert Belman. 
“Normally, she’s rambunctious, 
but she’s wrapped up in a blan-
ket right now, recovering.”

Michael’s tribute
to adorn subway

JACKSON-VILLE: This building above the Hoyt-Schermerhorn Street subway station could host a tribute to 
Michael Jackson like this one. A similar tribute to “Weird Al” Yankovic (far left) has been ruled out.
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By Moses Jefferson
The Brooklyn Paper

 The Olympics are heating up in Vancouver, 
but The Brooklyn Paper is hauling in the gold 
— we’ve just won four more first-place awards 
from the Suburban Newspapers of America.
 In the SNA’s annual editorial award competi-
tion, The Brooklyn Paper won first place for best 
editorial writing and best entertainment/lifestyle 
section for its Go Brooklyn arts section.
 In addition, The Paper’s Editor Gersh Kuntz-
man won the best column writing category for 
his  Brooklyn Angle columns,  and the best arts 
and entertainment feature category for  his pro-
file of Park Slope comic John Hodgman  (pic-
tured).
 The Paper also 
won second place in 
the continuing cov-
erage category for 
its  “Cleaning the 
Gowanus” se-
ries ; and honor-
able mentions in 
headline writing 
(for “Gym-nau-
seam,” which 
captured a con-
troversy over a 
college expan-
sion plan); 
best non-
page one lay-
out (for Go Brooklyn by Art 
Director Leah Mitch); and best graphic artwork 
categories.
 “I’m experiencing a full range of emotions 
— pride in our wonderfully talented team, ex-
hilaration that our staff has been honored by 
its peers, and humility that we don’t deserve 
such accolades,” said Kuntzman. “Since hu-
mility doesn’t suit me, I’ll go with pride and 
exhilaration for now.”
 The editorials that won the award included one 
on then-Councilman David Yassky’s  flip-flop on 
term limits ,  a suspect campaign  by former Coun-
cilman Steve DiBrienza, and a call for Prospect 
Park users  to clean up after themselves .
 Kuntzman was specifically cited for a Brook-
lyn Angle column about  a sex toy shop  and a judge 
who recused himself from a big case because he 
had read  one of Kuntzman’s Brooklyn Angle col-
umns  (how’s that for self-referential!).
 It’s not the first time that The Paper has been 
honored by the SNA, which represents more than 
2,400 daily and weekly newspapers in both sub-
urban and urban community markets across the 
country.
  Last year , we won five SNA awards, includ-

Bloomy: No more Coney baloney
Mayor unveils lots of new rides — and plans for more

City officials unveiled rudimentary renderings of the new “Luna Park,” the name that 
will adorn the amusement zone this summer in Coney Island.

The Brooklyn Paper’s essential guide to the Borough of Kings
November 1, 2008
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By Gersh Kuntzman

h, dear reader, I wish that I were you be-

cause were I you, I would now be read-

ing an interview with a minor television 

celebrity instead of doing what I was actually 

doing before I became you, which was writ-

ing the article about the minor television ce-

lebrity that you are now reading.
 But let’s not get ahead of ourselves . The 

minor television celebrity is none other 

than John Hodgman, the humble  Park 

Sloper who has achieved his renowned 

through two hilarious, and completely 

fake, trivia books (“The Areas of My 

Expertise” and the new “More Infor-

mation than You Require”), regular 

appearances as the resident expert on 

“The Daily Show with Jon Stewart” and 

a bit of trifle as the physical embodi-

ment of Windows-based computers in 

a series of Apple commercials that have 

been viewed by more than 26 billion peo-

ple worldwide . Not that Hodgman resents those Apple 

ads, of course. They are almost entirely re-

sponsible for his current renown, which in-

cludes a nationwide book tour to support his 

new fake book, money to support the lavish 

lifestyle to which he has become accustomed 

and spontaneous conversations with people ev-

erywhere he goes. All this for a former literary 

agent and one-time cheesemonger .
 “Of course I knew that the Apple ads would 

change my life,” Hodgman told GO Brooklyn . 

“Being on TV has a spellcasting power over 

people. It has done dramatic things for book 

sales, but also for my subway-riding experi-

ence. People come up to me and say, ‘Hello,’ 

even though I do not know them. It’s very flattering, but it’s not some-thing I expected as a 37-year-old free-lance magazine writer and father of two.” Oh, but he is too humble! John Hodgman may be the only man in the history of magazine writing to do a story on 

“Battlestar Galactica” and then later appear 

in an episode of “Battlestar Galactica.”

 Again, you can thank his minor TV celeb-

rity for that guest spot. “I called up my agent and asked him to 

get me on the show and, much to my sur-

prise, they said yes,” Hodgman said about 

his cameo in an episode that will air in Jan-

uary (all he is allowed to say is that he plays 

a doctor). “I had a wonderful time, but being 

on that set confirmed for me that I truly am 

a creepy ‘Battlestar Galactica’ stalker.”

 He flatters himself! What John Hodgman 

actually is is simply the nation’s finest ag-

gregator of absolutely false trivia . The un-

suspecting must be reminded that flipping to 

any random page is dangerous, as the “facts” 

in the “book” are not “facts” as we commonly 

define them (by which I mean that they are 

actually true). Of course, there’s a good rea-

son for this. “This book is unique in the desk reference 

game insofar as the amazing true facts within 

it are almost entirely false,” Hodgman writes 

on page 250 (the pages in the new book be-

gin at 237, where the earlier work left off). 

“REALITY, while generally PROBABLE, 

is not always INTERESTING.”
 So that is how, for example, Hodgman can 

present a plausible story 
about how the ice-cream cone 

was invented in Brooklyn by Norman Mailer 

with an original recipe that included milk, eggs 

and punching. Additionally, in a section about 

the American presidency, Hodgman explains, 

equally plausibly, that Teddy Roosevelt ini-

tially only allowed moose to enter his “Bull 

Moose” party because “Roosevelt admired 

their solid, stubborn nature, their hatred of 

trusts and their ability to LEGALLY HAVE 

SEX WITH FEMALE MOOSE.”
 So what have we learned, dear reader ? 

Again, we turn to Hodgman for advice. How 

should other talented people who lack his as-
See MORE on page 9

Daily Show comic and author is the king of fake facts

Brooklyn InventionsTHE SWEAT HOG
 We now use this term as shorthand for 

any Brooklyn public-high-school student 

who exclusively fraternizes with kids out-

side his own racial, class or ethnic group-

ing. (Of course, this does not happen. But 

wouldn’t it be hilarious if it did? And 

what if you had to teach a group of such 

kids? And they were constantly climb-

ing in your window and staring at your 

wife and baby? They are going to make 

a movie about this, mark my words.) But 

back in the old days of Brooklyn Ethnic 

Hill neighborhood, a “sweat hog” actu-

ally referred to a hearty pork dumpling 

boiled in beef sweat.
STICKBALL Most agree it was first played on the 

sepia-colored streets of the Nostalgia 

Park neighborhood. Using only rudimen-

tary equipment, stickball’s rules were 

fluid and varied widely from block to 

block. The only agreed constant was 

that each team must field at least two 

newsies; one bully who ends up hav-

ing a heart of gold; one hapless fat kid; 

one sweat hog; and one feeble, dreamy, 

sickly child who would not actually par-

ticipate in the game but instead would 

write Broadway plays about it later.THE ICE-CREAM CONE
 Brooklyn invented beer. But when the 

Germans stole all of Brooklyn’s beer 

and hid it in Wisconsin, Brooklyn was 

left with a problem: What to do with 

all the beer cones? Beer had been en-

joyed in both waffle and wafer cones 

in Brooklyn for centuries. Now, with 

the surplus of cones, a scrappy, pictur-

esque, cobblestoned Brooklynite named 

Norman Mailer came up with a bright 

idea. Why not freeze egg creams and 

serve them in the cones as a Coney Is-

land treat and then punch people? After 

a while, this simple recipe was refined: 

Milk and eggs were added, punching 

was reduced, and the “ice-cream cone” 

was born.

Find the footnotes on page 9

Bulldog is found — with 
Brooklyn Paper’s help

Sugar, the bulldog, is back! Here, the happy pup poses 
with 7-year-old pal Leo Belman.

Eleven months after a devastating fire, Totonno’s has re-
opened on Neptune Avenue in Coney Island. Happy cus-
tomer Katie Lazarowicz shows her joy. See page 9.
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Ridge rockers rebel against request to cease-and-desist 

By Andy Campbell
The Brooklyn Paper

 Trini-damn!
 Start doling out the brag-
ging rights: the best chicken 
wings in Brooklyn are made 
at Super Wings in Crown 
Heights.
 The Union Street shop, 
owned by Trinidad native 
Collette Burnett, plucked the 
feathers of 13 other restau-
rants at the first annual “Best 
Chicken Wings in Brooklyn” 
contest on Saturday at Red 
Star in Greenpoint.
 Super Wings won the 
crown with its “Ginger Buff 
with Lava Sauce” wing, a 
unique Caribbean-influenced 
body part that mixed vinegar, 
ginger and tamarind, yet re-
tained the essential crunchi-
ness and juiciness of Ameri-
ca’s favorite bar snack.
 “I’ve always loved wings,” 
said Burnett, who beat such 
giants in the fowl world as the 
Atomic Wings chain, Kettle 
Black from Bay Ridge and the 
wing with the home-coop ad-
vantage, Red Star. “Most of 
the wings here, though, don’t 

pendage,” said Brook-
lyn Paper Editor Gersh 
Kuntzman, one of the 
judges. “But Super 
Wings did. Who needs 
Buffalo wings when 
we have their Brook-
lyn wings?”
 Borough President 
Markowitz presented 
Burnett with a trophy 
topped with a golden 
bird.
 Red Star took the sil-
ver, and Teddy’s Bar in 
Williamsburg took the 
bronze.
 Hundreds of wing 
lovers who attended 
named Sugarcane, on 
Flatbush Avenue in Park 
Slope, their “People’s 
Choice” winner, though 
Kuntzman complained 
that the jerk wings were 

have any kind of Caribbean 
element, so we thought we’d 
give people new flavors and 
try something different.”
 Being different was, in-
deed, the difference, judges 
said afterwards.
 “Very few competitors 
went beyond the standard ap-

WINGS OVER BKLYN
‘Super’ win for Crown Heights eatery

served too cold.
 “If you want to be in a com-
petition like this, you have 
to bring your A game,” he 
sniffed.
 Super Wings NY [1218 
Union St. at Nostrand Ave-
nue in Crown Heights, (718) 
467-8737].

Collette Burnett, owner of Super 
Wings in Crown Heights, shows 
off her trophy-winning meal.
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See JACKO  on page 6

See CONEY  on page 6
See WIN  on page 6

See OH SUGAR  on page 6 See BAND  on page 6
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Passionate about medicine. 
Compassionate about people.



Feb. 19–Feb. 25, 2010 AWP  3

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 

Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

Park Slope.
FAMILY DENTISTRY

245 Fifth Avenue  (between Carroll & Garfield)

©

 Financing Available
 Insurance Plans Welcomed

Dr. Andrew Warshaw
Dr. Sari Rosenwein
Dr. Doug Pollack (Bd. Cert.)     
  Pediatric Dentistry

Hours by Appointment
Sat. & Eve. Available

789-5700

Free Consultation
24 Hour Phone Service

www.ParkSlopeFamilyDentistry.com

DENTISTS

HEALTH, 
MIND & BODY

FINEST DENTAL CARE
Superior Services for Adults & Children
New! Periodontist (gum specialist) on premises.

10 Plaza St. East, Suite 1F
(bet. Flatbush & Vanderbilt Aves)

(718) 622-8020Evening 
appointments 

available.

Now in Park Slope!

Most 
Insurance 
accepted

By Andy Campbell
The Brooklyn Paper

 With healthcare reform 
on the table and an econ-
omy on the ropes, Brook-
lyn hospitals are working 
hard to keep their services 
available for the borough. 
This week, we sat down 
with some key players in 
the industry, and checked 
in on the nearly 100-year-
old Maimonides Medical 
Center, the struggling 
Long Island College Hos-
pital and New York Meth-
odist Hospital to see how 
things are going:

Andy Campbell: What’s 

Pamela Brier, CEO of Mai-
monides: We’re happy to say 
we treat the oldest of old pa-
tients — 25 percent of them 
are over age 75, and we’re 
focused on keeping them 
healthy and out of the hos-
pital. We’re the number 
one baby maker in Brook-
lyn, and we’re also the big-
gest Medicaid provider in 

Three local hospital leaders weigh in

the borough.
Dominick Stanzione, in-
terim president of Long 
Island College Hospital: 
It’s important that LICH 
remain a full-service hos-
pital, serving the commu-
nity. The merger [a pending 
one with SUNY Downstate] 
provides an opportunity to 
expand that service, rather 
than consolidate it. Even be-

fore that happens, we’re in 
the process of adding addi-
tional services.
Lyn Hill, spokeswoman for 
Methodist: We’ve made a 
lot of expansion in cardiol-
ogy, pulmonology and or-
thopedics in the past few 
years, making our surger-
ies groundbreaking and min-
imally invasive. We couldn’t 
be more proud of these and a 

lot of other programs.

AC:

PB: [As with Medicaid], the 
more commercially insured 
patients you have, the better 
you are financially. But after 
that, you make money by do-
ing it the old-fashioned way: 

pay attention to expenses, be 
efficient without sacrificing 
quality or safety. We’ve made 
up our potential deficits on 
volume — but it’s getting 
more challenging as Med-
icaid gets cheaper.
DS: Our mission is not to 
make a profit; it’s to break 
even by serving the people, 
and creating a bit of excess 
revenue to cover expenses. 
We reinvest in our com-
munity by purchasing new 
technology, and that money 
comes from reimbursements 
for the services we provide 
from the government and pri-
vate insurance companies.
LH: If you add Medic-
aid and Medicare together, 
that’s roughly 68 percent of 
our income. That’s signifi-
cant, because if they cut the 
care, it’s going to go straight 
to our revenue stream. And 
that doesn’t mean cuts to just 
Medicare patients, it extends 
to everyone.

PB: One, you need good doc-
tors. We’ve added investments 
in physicians and nurses for 

good nurse-to-patient ratios. 
The second trick is to invest 
in new, quality systems and 
help doctors use them — the 
federal government is going 
to give out a lot of money to 
encourage doctors to adopt 
new technology.
DS: It’s a difficult economy 
for everyone. From a budget-
ary point of view, numer-
ous cuts to reimbursement 
over last two years hurt us 
while costs still went up. 
In the meantime, the econ-
omy creates patients who 
have more need. Keeping 
that in balance is one of the 
hardest aspects of health-
care and it’s what we have 
to work on.
LH: It’s a rough time. We’re 
deeply concerned about 
healthcare cuts in Albany, 
and it’s hard to predict 
what’s going to be. With 
all the changes in Brook-
lyn, I think it’s important 
to keep our hospitals re-
ally responsive and to not 
be too intimidated by the 
cuts. We’re trying.

PB: The analysis of current 
bills is not favorable to New 
York. It’s not favorable if you 

already have a big Medic-
aid program. I’m hoping for 
reform that creates a provi-
sion to give people access to 
health insurance. I also want 
reform that has the right in-
centives so we can move into 
the future.
DS: The current healthcare 
system is broken and needs 
to be fixed. How to do that 
will get someone a Nobel 
Prize some day. As for the 
reform on the table right now, 
the way the system was de-
scribed would not be partic-
ularly helpful to New York. 

I don’t think we’d benefit as 
much from the current plan, 
though I haven’t seen all the 
details.
LH: It’s hard to make a 
choice when you’re only 
hearing broad, ideological 
positions. Obviously, every-
body should be insured and 
have healthcare. But once 
these bills get passed, they 
go to committees and bu-
reaucratic departments for 
integration. You don’t even 
know from the bill exactly 
how things would pan out, 
for good or for bad.

 How healthy are we, Brooklyn? The results 
are mixed! Here’s how the borough compares 
to the rest of the city in the latest Department 
of Health survey:
 Asthma: 3.9 percent (5.3 percent citywide)
 Depression: 53 percent (50.2 percent 
citywide)
 Diabetes: 10.5 percent (9.7 percent citywide)
 High blood pressure: 29.6 percent (28.8 
percent citywide)
 High cholesterol: 31.8 percent (32.2 percent 
citywide)
 Overweight/obese: 59.3 percent (58 
percent citywide)
 Three or more sex partners (last 12 
months): 5.7 percent (5.4 percent citywide)
 Smoke? 16.4 percent (15.8 percent citywide)
 Uninsured: 15.4 percent (15.2 percent 
citywide)
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(718) 630-7095

 (718) 
630-8198 

 (718) 
630-8794

 (718) 
630-7125 
Health Plus: (718) 630-
0126 

 (718) 630-7385 

 (718) 630-8494 
 (718) 630-6373

 
(718) 630-7535 

 (718) 630-6375 
 (718) 630-

7065
Pastoral Care: (718) 
630-7505 

  
(718) 630-8000

 (718) 
630-7310

 (718) 630-8328
 (718) 630-7050

 (718) 
630-7425 

 (718) 
630-7979 

 
(718) 630-7065 

 
(718) 630-7400 

 (718) 630-7588 
 (718) 

630-7515 
Speakers Bureau: (718) 
630-7880 

 (718) 
630-7351 

 (718) 630-8446
 (718) 

630-7296
 (718) 

630-7161

 4802 10th Ave. 
between 48th and 49th 
streets in Borough Park

 www.
maimonidesmed.org

 
(718) 283-6000

 (718) 283-7431
 

(718) 283-7657
 (718) 

765-2500
 (718) 

283-8902

Health Center: (718) 
283-8100

 (718) 283-7222

 (718) 283-7500
 (718) 283-7074

 (718) 283-7048
 (718) 283-

7400
 

(718) 283-7212

 (718) 
283-8800

 
(718) 283-8961

 (718) 283-7100
 (718) 283-7687

506 Sixth St. 
between Seventh and 
Eighth avenues in Park 
Slope

 www.nym.org
 

(718) 780-3000
 (718) 

780-5500

 (718) 
780-5293

 
(718) 780-5078

 
(718) 780-3877

 (718) 
780-3556

 (718) 780-5876
 (718) 

780-5410
 

(718) 246-8603
 (718) 780-5105

 (718) 780-3345
 (718) 

780-3137 or (718) 780-
3148

 (718) 
780-3851

 (718) 246-8600
 (718) 

780-5065
 

(718) 780-5256

 (718) 780-7830
 (718) 

780-7700
 (718) 780-

3634

 (718) 780-5835
 (718) 

369-8000
 (718) 780-3040

 (718) 246-8614

 (718) 
246-8610

 (718) 
780-5882

 (718) 780-3556
 (718) 780-3338

 
(718) 780-5229

 (718) 832-
0885

  
(718) 780-3010

 (718) 780-
5025

 (718) 780-5261
 (718) 

780-5228
 (718) 780-5850

 (718) 
780-5060

 (718) 780-

3771
 (718) 780-

5870
 

(718) 780-3677
 (718) 

246-8700
 

(718) 780-3017

 (718) 780-5231

ter: (718) 246-8700
Stroke Center: (718) 
246-8614

 (718) 780-3288
 (718) 780-

5878

Center: (718) 780-5029

 (718) 246-8500 

Pam Brier, Maimonides 
Medical Center

Lyn Hill, New York Meth-
odist Hospital

Dominick Stanzione, Long 
Island College Hospital

HEALTHY BROOKLYN

By Andy Campbell
The Brooklyn Paper

 The Department of Health 
wants to get you excited about 
condoms.
 Our pride is swelling over 
24-year-old Gene Lambert — the 
only Brooklyn finalist in a city de-

sign contest to choose a new wrap-
per for its ongoing condom give-
away program.
 Lambert, from Bay Ridge, chose 
to put the NYC Condom logo above 
a train sliding into a tunnel (sub-
tle, Gene!). 
 He beat off 600 other designers 

to make the finals.
 That said, he had a hard time 
describing his inspiration, urging 
people to just do it (and use a con-
dom).
 “Once it’s in your hand,” he said 
in a statement, “you might as well 
keep it and use it, right?”

NYC asks you to pick your favorite rubber

 The NYC Condom Package De-
sign Contest is an all-borough com-
petition to promote safe sex by put-
ting eye-catching condoms at gyms, 
bars and other places where sexu-
ally active folks get ready for other 
types of action.
 It’s fun to collect them all — 
but this contest is not all fun and 
games.
 “We still face an epidemic of 
HIV/AIDS and high rates of other 
sexually transmitted diseases,” said 
Health Commissioner Thomas Far-
ley. “When used correctly and con-
sistently, condoms can prevent these 
infections as well as unintended 

pregnancies.”
 All five finalists can be viewed 
on the Health Department’s Web site 
at www.nyc.gov/condoms. That’s 
where you can vote for Lambert’s 
design (like we did) or (if you must) 
versions by Luis Acosta, whose 
package resembles an on-button 
(or a sex act, depending on where 
your head is at); Virgil Alderson, 
whose version simulates a man-
hole cover; Russell Greenberg, who 
played with a “top hat” motif; and 
Yujin Lee, whose design is inex-
plicable.
 The winning design will be fea-
tured on millions of packages.
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Keep your home & 
business safe & secure!

185 Atlantic Avenue, Brooklyn Heights

BORO 
SECURITY 
SYSTEM

COMPUTER       DOCTOR
TM“The Doctor knows best”

Your local Brooklyn Heights & Cobble Hill 
computer repair specialist

 PCS LAPTOPS MACS

Visit our new shop at 185 Atlantic Avenue

(781) 883-5428
www.computerdoctor-ny.com

HOUSE 
CALLS!

We’ll come to your 
home or business

Begin by calling:

Brooklyn Psychiatric Associates
161 Atlantic Avenue, Suite 1
Brooklyn Heights
(718) 237-2150
Arnold Licht, MD Steven Newman, MD

Affected by 
dependence 
on opioid 
prescription 
painkillers?

Private 
confidential 
in-office 
treatment  
can transform 
your life.

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Williamsburg
 A couple of thugs broke 
through the fence and glass 
door of Sherling Fur Coats on 
Bayard Street and stole 116 
precious furs on Feb. 9.
 Employees told police that 
the perps most likely broke 
into the shop at McGuinness 
Boulevard late that night, 
stole the coats and busted 
the wood gate on the way 
out. Cameras in the shop 
couldn’t identify any sus-
pects.

D’oh!
 Some bandits took a wom-
an’s two brand new bikes 
right off her porch on Mas-
peth Avenue on Feb. 15.
 The victim told police 
she locked the bikes to-
gether early that morning, 
but didn’t lock them to a fixed 
object. She believes the bikes 
were gershed while she was 
at home — which is between 
Debevoise and Morgan ave-
nues — around 9 pm.

Pay to work
 Some fraudulent employer 
tricked a woman into send-
ing him money using a Craig-
slist ad on Feb. 11.
 The victim told police that 
she posted an ad from her 
home on Richardson Street, 
looking for a personal assis-
tant job. The Williamsburg 
scammer contacted her and 
said he’d hire her in March 
if she cashed his check for 
$2,888 and then sent the 
money back. She obliged, 
and the man made off with 
the cash.
 The check, of course, was 
a fake.

Cash grab
 A lightning-fast crook was 
arrested for grabbing cash out 
of an ATM user’s hand on 
Manhattan Avenue on Feb. 
13.
 The victim told police that 
he had gotten off the bus at 
Nassau Avenue at about 9 pm, 
and then withdrew $80 from a 
nearby ATM. That’s when the 
thief snatched the roll from 
his hands and ran.
 Witnesses identified the 
runner, and cops arrested him 
less than 30 minutes later.
 — Andy Campbell

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Crabby cabbie
 Look, if your trunk is filled 
with hundreds of dollars of 
equipment, don’t leave it 
open.
 A livery cab driver learned 
that valuable lesson on Feb. 
13 when he left his trunk ajar 
while he worked on his car 
in the parking lot on Fourth 
Avenue near Third Street at 
around 12:15 pm.
 He told cops that his atten-
tion was diverted for just a 
few minutes, but it was long 
enough for a thief to take a 
radio, a camera and $25.

Wherelet?
 One thief certainly moved 
fast on Feb. 12, swiping a wal-
let that had been left on a Sev-
enth Avenue bodega coun-
ter for just five minutes.
 The victim told cops that 
he paid for some food inside 
the market at around 5:15 
pm. He remembered leav-
ing his wallet on the coun-
ter, but said he returned to the 
store, which is between 10th 
and 11th streets, within five 
minutes to find it gone.
 He lost $150, cards and a 
Pratt Institute ID.
 — Gersh Kuntzman

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge

Vesti-villains
 A 22-year-old man was 
beaten and robbed after two 
brazen thieves followed him 
into the vestibule of his 85th 
Street building on Feb. 9.
 The victim told police that 
he noticed the two men trail-
ing him as he made his way 
to his home near Fifth Ave-
nue at 12:55 am.
 The two men followed the 
victim inside the building, 
asked him a question to dis-
tract him, and then attacked 
him before he could answer, 
leaving him with bruises to 
his face and torso, police 
said.
 The thugs made off with 
his cash, phone, passport, 
wallet and jacket.

Dyker attack
 Two men jumped a 32-year-
old on 71st Street on Feb. 9, 
but got away with nothing.
 The victim said he had 
noticed two men sitting in 
a four door sedan near 11th 
Avenue at 9 pm, and as he 
drew closer, the two men got 
out and lunged at him, put-
ting him in a headlock.
 They tried to wrestle the 
victim’s jacket and backpack 
away from him, but he fought 
back, and they fled.

Up in smoke
 More than $500 in anti-
smoking patches were swiped 
from a car parked near the 
corner of 11th Avenue and 
77th Street on Feb. 8.
 A 28-year-old woman told 
police that she had left the 
samples in her 2010 Mercury 
Mariner at 8:30 pm.
 When she returned the 
next morning, she noticed 
that her front passenger win-

dow was smashed and the 
medication, plus an iPod, a 
navigation system and two 
pairs of sunglasses were 
gone.

Ransacked
 A thief lifted more than 
$1,200 in video and audio 
equipment from a 72nd Street 
home on Feb. 7.
 The 51-year-old home-
owner told police that he 
had left his home, which is 
between Third Avenue and 
Ridge Boulevard, at 1 pm and 
returned shortly after mid-
night to find that someone 
had forced open a rear win-
dow and taken his stuff.

Annual anger
 A 34-year-old woman told 
police that her Ovington Av-
enue home was burglarized 
for the second time in two 
years on Feb. 11.
 The victim told cops that 
someone entered the home, 
which is between Third Av-
enue and Ridge Boulevard, 
during the afternoon. When 
she came home at 3:20 pm, 
she found her front door un-
locked and cash, a camera 
and a gold chain missing.
 — Thomas Tracy

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Purse fighting
 A would-be thief was bam-
boozled when his victim took 
back her stolen purse on Cler-
mont Avenue on Feb. 10.
 The woman was between 
Greene and Lafayette ave-
nues at around 9:30 pm when 
the man came up behind her, 
punched her in the head and 
took her purse.
 The woman didn’t go down 
without a fight — getting up 
and taking the purse back.
 That was enough to send 
the ruffian fleeing.

Actor-gunman
 A thieving actor pretend-
ing to be a customer held up 
the Downtown Transmission 
on Atlantic Avenue and stole 
$3,200 on Feb. 9.
 Employees told police 
that they thought the man 
was shopping at about 1:15 
pm at the car repair shop be-
tween Classon and Grand av-
enues — until he turned and 
held a handgun in their faces, 
demanding cash.
 The thief made of with the 
money.

Truck swipe
 This thug must have had a 
Toyota — and wanted a Ford 
sitting on Waverly Avenue 
instead!
 The victim told cops that 
when he returned to his park-
ing spot between Greene and 
Gates avenues at 9:30 pm, the 
Expedition was gone, with 
only broken glass remain-
ing.
 — Andy Campbell

90TH PRECINCT
Williamsburg–Bushwick

M bop
 An angry train rider teased 
and attacked another passen-
ger at on a Manhattan-bound 
M train on Feb. 12.
 The victim told police that 
she tried to get on the packed 
rush-hour train at the Marcy 
Avenue station at around 8:30 
am, but a jerk refused to step 
aside and stand clear of the 
closing door.
 She asked the perp a few 
times to move, but he the 
only thing he moved was his 
tongue, muttering an intim-
idating, “You’re fat, b—h.”
 The victim did what any-
one would do in similar cir-
cumstances.
 “Your mother,” she said. 
As expected, this escalated 
the incident, with the thug 
throwing a cup of hot cof-
fee on the woman.
 A fight ensued, and the 
java man got off at the next 
stop.

Young thugs
 Two youngsters, aged 12 
and 14, were arrested for 
stealing a woman’s purse 
on Broadway on Feb. 12.
 The victim told police that 
the two thugs ran up and took 
the purse — which contained 
cash — while she walked near 
Lorimer Street at about 10:45 
am. The two were arrested 
shortly thereafter and re-
ferred to a juvenile center.

Coin collector
 Someone broke into a De-
voe Street apartment on Feb. 
5 and took a diamond ring 
and a coin collection.
 The victim returned to the 
home, which is between Ol-
ive and Catherine streets, at 
about 4 pm and found the 
door open. Inside, she no-
ticed that her ring, valued at 
$1,500, and her coins, esti-
mated at $600, were gone.
 — Andy Campbell

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Booze cruise
  A booze-addled driver 
pulled over to the side of 
the Brooklyn–Queens Ex-

pressway because he was 
too drunk to drive on Feb. 
13, but was rear-ended by 
another car anyway. 
 The passenger in the 
1994 Honda told cops that 
his buddy pulled over at 
Hicks and Congress streets 
at around 4:45 am and asked 
him drive. Unfortunately, the 
passenger did not know how 
to operate the stick shift, so 
the pair decided to wait until 
the drunkard sobered up. 
 That moment never came, 
as a car bashed into the rear 
of their auto. Officer Vanessa 
Hodge charged the driver, 
who had an outstanding war-
rant, with a DUI and refusal 
to take a Breathalyzer. Both 
buffoons complained of neck 
and back pains.

Traitor Joe’s
 A thief has swiped yet an-
other woman’s wallet at the 
Court Street Trader Joe’s.
 The victim told cops the 
Feb. 9 crime must have oc-
curred at around 2 pm at the 
grocery store between At-
lantic Avenue and Pacific 
Street, though she never no-
ticed anyone rifling through 
her purse.
 She lost an assortment of 
credit cards.

Cart attack
 A creep stole three high-
end food carts from a Bond 
Street storage space between 
Feb. 9 and Feb. 11.
 The owners of the carts 
told cops that when they 
showed up for work at 7:30 
am on Feb. 11, they discov-
ered that some the jerks had 
broken locks on a security 
gate and the front door of 
their space between Presi-
dent and Carroll streets and 
taken the carts, each valued 
at $30,000 to $40,000.

Throwdown
 Three thugs stole a man’s 
wallet at gunpoint on Dike-
man Street on Feb. 14.
 The 56-year-old victim 
told cops that he was be-
tween Van Brunt and Rich-
ards streets at around 9:30 
pm when the brutes ap-
proached him from behind. 
One of them ordered him 
to turn around, then pulled 
a gun and said, “Throw all 
your s—t on the ground!”
 The victim then obliged, 
throwing his wallet at the 
thugs and making a run for 
it. 
 He lost $120 and an as-
sortment of credit cards and 
IDs.

LICH mob
 A thief snatched an em-
ployee’s wallet out of her 
purse at Long Island Col-
lege Hospital on Feb. 12.
 The victim told cops that 
the thief must have struck at 
around 9 am at the hospital 
between Atlantic Avenue and 
Pacific Street. She lost $80 
and some credit cards.

Bond bombshell
 A band of brigands at-
tempted to rob a man on 
Bond Street on Feb. 12, 
punching and kicking him 
in the head.
 The 28-year-old victim 
told cops that his teenage 
attacker approached him 
between Baltic and Butler 

 POLICE BLOTTER
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streets at around 1:45 pm. 
One of the thugs clocked him 
in the face and then kicked 
him while he was down on 
the ground.
 Meanwhile, the other trou-

blemaker rifled the victim’s 
pockets in a failed attempt 
to swipe his wallet.
 The brutalized victim was 
sent to LICH. 
 — Stephen Brown

By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

 A Park Slope youth dance studio that was scammed 
out of more than $10,000 on the eve of a triumphant 
trip to an international recital fired back on Tuesday, 
suing the travel agency that allegedly profited from 
the swindle.
 Dancewave lawyer Jay Itkowitz filed a civil suit 
in Manhattan claiming fraud by Adam Travel Ser-
vices, a Virginia-based agency that has an office on 
West 38th Street.
 The tragic story actually began with a great mo-
ment of joy, when Dancewave owner Diane Jacobowitz 
learned that her teen dancers were the only American 
company to be selected to perform at the prestigious 
2010 Aberdeen International Youth Festival.
 Jacobowitz said she wrote a check for $8,585 and 
authorized a credit card payment for a lesser amount 
to a “travel consolidator” who had been recommended 
by the parent of one of her dancers. That parent had 
used the consolidator for a trip to Jamaica, and the 
agent promised to book a block of tickets for the 
young dancers at a half-priced group rate.
 Jacobowitz received receipts for the July bookings 
via e-mail, and was satisfied that the transaction was 
complete.
 But on Jan. 15, she got a frenzied call from the 
parent who had recommended the travel consolida-
tor telling her that the woman had never actually paid 
for that Jamaica ticket. Jacobowitz then went back 
to her travel documents, and sure enough, her book-
ing receipts also indicated that the seats had been set 
aside, but had not been paid for.
 That consolidator has not explained where Dance-
wave’s money ended up, said Itkowitz, who is handling 
the case for free. His case goes after Adam Travel, which 
specialized in Islamic pilgrimage trips, because the 
consolidator was working “as an agent of Adam.”
 “Adam committed fraud against [Dancewave] 
… by intentionally misrepresenting that it had pur-
chased airline tickets for its students with knowledge 
of the falsity of the statement,” Itkowitz’s court pa-
pers said.
 Worse, Dancewave’s performers are not wealthy 
scions or debutantes.
 “Most of the students involved could not afford 
to take this trip,” Itkowitz wrote in his court papers. 
“But they were so excited about this special oppor-
tunity that they held a special fundraising dance per-
formance and even babysat to get the money neces-
sary for the trip.”
 A woman at the Manhattan office of Adam Travel 
said that her office had “never heard of this situation” 
and that Dancewave would need to serve the main 
office in Boston with papers. The woman would not 
give her name.

Dancewave to sue 
rogue travel agent

Young dancers of Dancewave were all smiles 
when their troupe learned that it would be 
going to Scotland. But the money was stolen 
by a rogue travel agent, cops say. Now, a lay-
wer is suing to get the cash back.
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NEIGHBORHOOD REPORT

305 Atlantic Ave. (@ Smith St.)     Open Monday-Saturday
718.858.0313     Brooklyn@minutemanpress.com

$185.00
1,000 POSTCARDS

plus tax
Full Color
Full Bleed

16 pt. Cardstock
2 sided

UV or Matte
Enquire About
All of Our Other
Great Printing Deals.

MT. CALVARY BIBLE 
BAPTIST CHURCH

SERVICE EVERY SUNDAY AT 3 PM

 Lively singing
  Strong preaching (KJV)
   Family oriented
    Multi ethnic 

ARE YOU  
AT YOUR 
WITS END?
Are you desperate, 
angry, sick, terrified, 
frustrated, disgusted?

ARE YOU  
IN CRISIS?

Help is available:
www.tekumarecovery.com
A unique and effective drug & alcohol  
recovery program in Israel.

(718) 768-9274 (WASH)  OPEN 7 DAYS 7AM-10PM 

VEGAS

555 7TH AVE
ENTER FROM 19TH ST. JUST SOUTH OF 7TH AVE.

“HIGHEST QUALITY CAR WASH,  
AT THE BEST PRICES!”

“VIP MEGA” Elite Full Service
“Extreme Jackpot” Package +

Not to be combined with any 
other offers. Expires 3/19/2010

$1846
Now Just

$30
Value

“Platinum” Express Car Wash
Includes:

Not to be combined with any 
other offers. Expires 3/19/2010

$369
$7
Value

“Extreme Jackpot” Full Service
Includes:

Not to be combined with any 
other offers. Expires 3/19/2010

$877
$13
Value
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Art
Supplies for
the Fine Artist,
Graphic Artist,

Student
and Children

376
7th Ave.

(bet. 11th & 12th Sts)

369-4969

7th venue

Supplies

CLEAN
GREEN
MAIDS
(718) 383-0875

All major credit cards accepted
Gift certificates available

Spring cleaning all year round!

Over

20 Years of 

Strong Efficiency 

and Courteous 

Reputation

Base Lic. # B01363

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK
We Welcome 

Corporate Accounts
Se Habla Espanol

718-230-8100
www.myrtlecarservice.com

$2.00 OFF*
Any Ride $25 or More

Coupon not valid for credit card sales.
Rates subject to change. Please call for validation code______.

*Not to be combined with any other offers.

$3.00 OFF*
To Any New York Airport

Coupon not valid for credit card sales.
Rates subject to change. Please call for validation code______.

*Not to be combined with any other offers.

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

~

   Call To Reserve Long Trips

24 HOUR
SERVICE TO 

ALL AIRPORTS

Dermatology

CALL TODAY   718.832.3313

Botox Dysport
Restylane Juvederm
Radiesse Sculptra
Peels Microdermabrasion Facials
Surgery for torn earlobe & keloid
Laser hair removal, waxing
Lasers for scars, wrinkles, blemishes

Medical services for all skin conditions
Skin cancer screening

Javier Zelaya, MD
 Verna Broughton, PA

PARK SLOPE  
CHELSEA

medical insurances accepted for medical services

CLINTON HILL GREENPOINT

By Andy Campbell
The Brooklyn Paper

 Northeast Greenpoint 
groundwater — now with 
more industrial dry-clean-
ing chemicals!
 A state environmental 
agency revealed earlier this 
month that even more portions 
of the neighborhood are highly 
contaminated, and a site under 
the southeast corner of Nor-
man and Kingsland avenues 
is the worst one yet.
 “The concentration of 
perchloroethylene [a chem-
ical used in dry cleaning] in 
the liquid sample collected 
was 73 million parts per bil-
lion,” said Maureen Wren, a 
spokeswoman for the state 
Department of Environmen-
tal Conservation. “This is 
the equivalent of saying 73 
percent pure product [in the 
groundwater].”
 It’s the latest finding in a 
testing area — surrounded 
by Withers Street, Kingsland 
Avenue, Newtown Creek and 
Norman Avenue — that al-
ready has concentrations of 
two dangerous chemicals in 
the soil and groundwater.
 But it’s just the newest add-
on to the original plumes — 
or, in other words, densely 
packed  contamination in 
the soil and groundwater 
— which have been all but 
overshadowed in the news by 

North Brooklyn is anything but clean in new study

State inspectors believe that a former business at the corner of Kingsland 
and Norman avenues in Bushwick may have been partly responsible for two 
massive plumes of underground toxins.
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the horrendous 1978 Green-
point oil spill and the nearby 
Newtown Creek, which is so 
badly contaminated that it’s 
being considered for federal 
Superfund cleanup.
 The state started its in-
vestigation in 2008, and has 
since installed more than 110 
newfangled soil testers, 110 
groundwater monitors, and 
63 gas wells to monitor the 
disgusting sludge.
 State experts traced the 

contaminates back to former 
businesses in the area, includ-
ing Spic and Span Cleaners, 
Klink Cosmo Cleaners, and 
current businesses ACME 
Metal Works and ACME 
Steel and Brass Foundry.
 “It is unknown at this time 
whether these businesses are 
still contributing to the con-
tamination,” Wren said.
 In some 75 homes that the 
state has tested, no potentially 
harmful levels of the chemi-

cals have been found, but rep-
resentatives are trying to test 
every home to be sure.
 Mike Schade, a Greenpoint 
resident and coordinator at 
the Center for Health and En-
vironmental Justice, said it’s 
probably too late for that be-
cause underground pollution 
can turn to vapor and affect 
people’s homes.
 “Given the depth and type 
of soil, this will be a chal-
lenge to clean up” he said. 

By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

 What was once “Murder Avenue” may soon be more 
deserving of the moniker “Mellow Avenue.” 
 Several blocks of the formerly crime-ridden byway 
in Clinton Hill are being re-imagined as a pedestrian-
friendly plaza — a far cry from its current use as a ser-
vice road that makes a trip to the nearby grocery store 
or post office a harrowing experience.
 The service road section, between Hall and Grand 
streets, has been pegged for the most substantial recon-
figuration by the city, while neighboring blocks from 
Grand to Emerson streets will also form part of the pe-
destrian plaza.
 “We’re trying to make 
Myrtle Avenue more pe-
destrian friendly,” said 
Sarah Farwell of the Myr-
tle Avenue Business Im-
provement District. 
“We hope the plaza be-
comes a great neighbor-
hood spot where people 
can eat lunch, walk with 
loved ones, and enjoy nice 
weather — just a space 
for people in the neigh-
borhood to live.”
 The Myrtle Avenue Business Improvement District 
has highlighted 10 proposals ranging from the prag-
matic to the psychedelic. One features a new stylish 
covered area that would make waiting for the bus more 
pleasant. Another plaza concept features an interesting 
ramp configuration that would give people a nice view 
of … Myrtle Avenue.
 But the most avant-garde proposal is a strange series of 
bubble formations by Christopher Peli (pictured) that would 
offer some seriously funky shelter for pedestrians.
 Any of the proposals would certainly be an upgrade 
to Myrtle Avenue, whose service road makes navigat-
ing the narrow sidewalk, especially with a grocery cart, 
a challenge. 
 “People definitely complain about how the service 
road feels dangerous,” Farwell said. “There are cars al-
ways double-parked there.”
 None of the wacky proposals will become the new 
look of Myrtle Avenue — it’s a design brainstorming 
session, after all. But the artists’ plans do provide us-
able ideas for the Myrtle Avenue BID and the Depart-
ment of Transportation.
 “Community feedback based on the reaction … will 
inform the end design, too,” said Farwell.

A design competition has yielded all kinds of 
wacky looks for Myrtle Avenue.
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By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

 The borough’s real-estate 
bust is now a booming Web 
site.
 Councilman Brad Lander 
(D-Park Slope) unveiled a 
searchable online database 
called stalleddevelopment.
com to show off all the va-
cant, stalled or abandoned de-
velopment sites in his district, 
which sprawls from Borough 
Park to Cobble Hill.
 Lander said that he and 
other staffers traversed the 
district and photographed 
many of the half-done, quar-
ter-done and completely un-
done sites — a relic of the 
boom gone bust.
 “These developments cause 
real hazards for their neigh-
bors — fences falling down on 
sidewalks, loose construction 

Lander puts development lots on ‘Net

By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

 Park Slopers who are con-
vinced that the skies over 
their neighborhood have be-
come a highway for noisy air-
planes are actually right, new 
data shows.
 Since 2006, low-altitude 
traffic over the Slope has in-
creased by 52 percent, ac-
cording to Federal Aviation 
Administration documents 
obtained by one local anti-
noise activist.
 The FAA has long said it is 

focused on landing aircraft in 
the most-efficient way possi-
ble, but locals are desperate 
to know why their neighbor-
hood has been singled out. 
 “Even inside my house, with 
doors and windows closed, I 
still wear earplugs,” said Josie 
Williams, who bought a $600 
sound meter. “I play loud mu-
sic in the house or otherwise 
I’ll go insane.”
 Williams’s decibel con-
traption records the aircraft 
noise at Prospect Park West 
and Fifth Street. Her readings 
show that the noise level ex-
ceeds 70 decibels on a daily 
basis — the equivalent of a 
vacuum cleaner or traffic.
 Her fellow noise activist, 
Jeffery Starin, filed a Free-
dom of Information Act re-
quest with the FAA for flight 
data in Brooklyn over the last 
four years. 
 The data revealed that air-
planes aren’t the only craft 
passing right over the neigh-
borhood. Helicopters also 
have a flight path that slices 
directly over Park Slope and 
Prospect Park, according to 
Starin, himself a pilot.
 Starin said that the dras-
tic change in air traffic is a 
result of the “airspace rede-
sign” initiated by the FAA in 
2007 as a way to alleviate the 
chronic delays at LaGuardia 
and other airports. 
 Planes bound for LaGuar-
dia that once arrived in what 
Starin described as a “fan pat-
tern” now are consolidated 
into one corridor stretching 
from Bay Ridge, through 
Park Slope, and then to the 
beleaguered airport.
 Indeed, the air traffic mon-
itoring site, Passur, confirms 
that roughly every couple of 
minutes airplanes are using 
the same flight path that 
passes over the Slope.
 The FAA did not return 
a call.

PARK SLOPE

Study says skies have gotten noisier

The flight plan to LaGuardia.

BROWNSTONE BROOKLYN
ties. It includes such long-
stalled sites as 340 Court St., 
the former longshoreman’s 
union health center that was 
torn down in 2008 by the 
Clarett Group, which had 
plans for a spiffy new seven-
story condo. Lander’s Web site 
lays bare the pain: “Stalled,” 
it says.
 Another area of concern 
is Fourth Avenue, the once-
booming western edge of tony 
Park Slope. Lander’s site shows 
four residential towers that are 
similarly stopped dead.
 There are also several 
stalled projects on Caton Place 
in Kensington.
 Lander said he plans to de-
velop legislation that would 
keep these sites “safe, address 
the hazards and nuisances to 
neighbors.” 
 Such a bill could include 
a new surcharge on vacant 
properties that have a “se-
vere blighting effect on their 
surroundings”; strenghtening 
the city’s power to force prop-
erty owners to perform emer-
gency repairs; and a resolu-
tion to encourage the state to 

change the law so that only 
“responsible, credible” bid-
ders can make purchases at 
foreclosure auctions.
 “Right now, there’s no 
test,” Lander said. “At the very 
least, we should be looking 
at whether the bidder has his 
own foreclosure problems or 
doesn’t pay his taxes. It’s en-
tirely within the state’s power 
to do that.”
 Lander denied that his sur-
charge idea would be counter-
productive because it would 
undermine a would-be devel-
oper’s efforts to get back to 
work.
 “This would be a small sur-
charge to reflect the cost of ad-
ditional city services that these 
vacant sites require,” he said, 
mentioning that such lots have 
tax rates that remain low until 
a building project is completed 
and the lot is reassessed.
 “That means such sites that 
are having detrimental im-
pact on their neighbors, yet 
often require extra city ser-
vices such as sanitation or 
Department of Buildings in-
volvement,” he said.

debris that can become deadly 
in high winds,” he said in a 
statement. “We need to get a 
better handle on these sites, 
and to take action to convert 
local blight into community 
benefit.”
 Each site on the map is la-

beled “existing building con-
version with stop work orders,” 
“vacant buildings in derelict 
condition,” “demo/vacant de-
velopment site” or “stalled 
site.”
 The last category is the big-
gest subset of busted proper-

This site at the corner of Union and Court streets 
in the heart of Carroll Gardens, has been empty 
since 2008.

Th
e 

B
ro

o
kl

yn
 P

ap
er

 f
ile

 /
 T

o
m

 C
al

la
n



6  AWP  Feb. 19–Feb. 25, 2010

LETTERS

t’s tempting to see  Tuesday’s announce-
ment of new rides  this summer to Co-
ney Island as the culmination of a de-

cades-long effort to revitalize the area’s 
internationally known amusement core.
 Indeed, most of the media coverage of 
the unveiling of 19 temporary, trucked-in 
rides suggested that Mayor Bloomberg 
had finally saved Coney Island.
 Forgive us if we’re skeptical of yet 
another bit of ballyhoo from yet another 
carny barker. The real work — the hard 
work, that is — of “saving” Coney Is-
land is many years and hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars away.

 This page  was long critical  of the 
Bloomberg Administration’s approach 
to Coney Island, disagreeing with the 
need to buy privately owned land — at 
a cost of close to $110 million in tax-
payer money — when the area’s main 
landowner had his own plan for an all-
year Xanadu of rides, retail, indoor at-
tractions and hotels.

ing that his successor will actually be 
charged with implementing the mayor’s 
grand and very expensive plan to restore 
Coney Island to a luster not seen since 
before the wars. And despite all the lo-
cal officials’ optimism, it is very much 
unclear whether any amount of public 
money can bring back — or should even 
try to bring back — a magic that has 
been evaporating since the advent of 
low-cost jet travel and higher-tech en-
tertainment options.
 Of course, we wish Central Amuse-
ment International the best for this sum-
mer. The company’s rides will no doubt 
bring a great deal of excitement to the beach 
— though not, as the history-challenged 
mayor said on Tuesday, make it “more 
fun than ever” (emphasis added).
 But after the crowds from the next 
three summers have gone and the rides 
have been stored away for the season, the 
next mayor will have to follow through 
on this mayor’s promises. Count us as 
very skeptical.

 But now that the city has committed 
to the project by buying up those parcels, 
the Bloomberg Administration is fully ac-
countable for its long-term vision.
 And therein lies the problem.
 Even under the best-case scenario, 
Coney Island’s permanent amusement 
revitalization is more than a decade away. 
Indeed, what was initially thought of as 
a two- or three-year interim lease on the 
former Astroland site is actually a 10-
year contract for Central Amusement 
International, the same company that 
runs the popular — though seasonal — 
Victorian Gardens theme park in Cen-
tral Park every summer.
 Bloomberg, however, is in his (dare 
we say it?) final term as mayor, mean-
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To the editor,
 A recent visit to the Williams-
burgh Savings Bank, which each 
weekend now hosts a large flea 
market in the borough’s most mag-
nificent indoor space, gave me the 
opportunity to see the “tombs” 
at the new Long Island Rail 
Road terminal 
across the street 
(“Overkill! Cops: 
LIRR’s bollards 
are really big,” 
Jan. 29).
 The wall of 
massive stone sar-
cophagi is a very 
ugly sight indeed. 
These grotesque 
stone blocks may 
give some of us a sense of se-
curity because they can indeed 
halt a truck. Paranoia makes us 
forget how clever terrorists are at 
causing great damage; all it takes 
is one of those suicidal bomb-
ers wrapped in explosives, and: 
BOOM! No matter how large, 
bollards cannot stop terrorists!
 Monique Denoncin, 
 Vinegar Hill

To the editor,
 Black History Month in Brook-
lyn is not looking as proud as it 

schools and firehouses, but city 
and state money for Bruce Ratner 
to build, of all things, an arena? 
The Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority is reducing subway and 
bus service, but can give away 
property for an arena.
 Obviously, we have a priority 
problem or a corruption problem.
 Robert Ohlerking, 
 Park Slope

To the editor,
 As a loyal reader of The Brook-
lyn Paper, I missed your editorial, 
editorial cartoon and letters col-
umn in your last issue. A “Let-
ters to the Editor” column is the 
only forum for ordinary readers 
to express our views.
 Public officials are powerful, 
with easy access to taxpayer dol-
lars, which are used regularly to 
promote their views. This is done 
via newsletters, news releases, 
press conferences, and guest opin-
ion page columns.
 In many cases, they even 
“write” letters to the editor on 
public time. Your weekly section 
represents a winning trifecta of 
health food for the mind. 
 Larry Penner, 
 Great Neck, N.Y.

could. And on Jan. 15, 2010, on 
Martin Luther King’s actual birth-
day, he had a shelter for home-
less families closed, locking out 
80 families — in winter.
 That’s sad enough, but what is 
worse is that the formerly great 
ACORN, a champion of the poor, 
the downtrodden, the children, 
as Dr. King was, has remained 
silent. If the group was not be-
holden to the developer, it would 
be the first group out there fight-
ing the injustice, the insult, and 
the tragedy of the closed shelter.
 Steve de Seve, 
 Brooklyn Heights 

To the editor,
 No city or state money for 

once did because of some very 
recent and despicable historical 
events that occurred on Martin 
Luther King’s actual birthday, 
and for six years preceding.
 Brooklyn was once home to stops 
on the Underground Railroad that 

stretched from Duff-
ield Street to Weeks-
ville. Black and white 
folks worked together 
to fight the enslave-
ment of their fellow 
human beings, risk-
ing life and fortune 
to right a great 
wrong.
 Working 

together as brothers and sis-
ters, against the horrors of slavery is 
what forged modern Brooklyn.
 Then a real-estate developer, a 
billionaire, came to town to make 
his second billion. He paid off black 
groups to work against white groups 
and caused a racial divide where 
none had existed before. He even 
made his first deal with ACORN, 
an excellent organization that was 
sick of losing battles with develop-
ers, to let them run thousands of 
units of affordable housing in ex-
change for them signing a contract 
to support him no matter what.
 The developer got so cocky 
that he went farther than anybody 
thought another human being 

Send a letter
By e-mail: 
newsroom@cnglocal.com
By mail: Letters, The Brook  lyn 
Paper, One Metrotech Center, 
Suite 1001, Brooklyn, NY 11201.

 and 
include the writer’s home ad dress 
and phone number (only the writ-
er’s name and neigh bor hood are 
published with the letter). Letters 

The hard work of “saving” 
Coney Island is many years 
and hundreds of millions of 
dollars away.

WEB CHATTER

 Our online readers were certainly buzzing after we posted our story on Tuesday about 
how Bay Ridge’s beloved Southern Comfort Band had refused to respond to cease-and-de-
sist letters from the slightly more-famous liqueur company with the same name ( “Straight 
up! Southern Comfort Band resists name-change demand,” Feb. 16 ). The band says that the 
battle is “no big deal,” but our online commentors say otherwise. Here’s what we heard:

THE BOLLARDS

HERE’S  THE

NEVER MIND
 “I have no problem with the name. I do have 
a problem with that Confederate flag [pictured], 
which represents secession and the defense of 
slavery and brutality against African-Ameri-
cans.”   Publius, Brooklyn Heights 

 “I have no sympathy for this band, and I hope 
they get a trademark ass-whipping in federal 
court. The use of the Confederate flag as a back-
drop shows a lack of humanity, decency and com-
mon understanding. What this band thought was 
great publicity is probably going to backfire, as 
in Brooklyn, we celebrate the demise of the south 
in 1865. Freebird this … ” Joey, Clinton Hill

 “Are you kidding? I’m all about rooting for the 
underdog, but in this case the underdog is acting 
more like an ass. Find a more creative name and 
ditch that flag. What’s next, playing Wagnerian mu-
sic with electric guitars and waving a Nazi flag?” 
 Brooklyn Bobby, Sheepshead Bay

 “They shouldn’t have to change their name. 
No one is going to confuse buying booze and 
the name of a neighborhood bar band. This was 
NOT a publicity stunt! Maybe you should get 
a life!!! Too freakin’ bad if you’re offended by 
the confederate flag. They are there to play good 

Southern rock, not to rip off anyone’s trademark 
or show lack of humanity or decency.” 
 Loyal Fan, Bay Ridge

 “How stupid do you think we are to confuse 
liquor with a band name? And Andy, you really 
brought attention to something that may now not 
go away...all for a freakin’ byline. Happy?” 
 A fan of the band, Midwood

 “Do they know what the flag stands for? They 
probably thought it was a cool backdrop. If they 
are fighting a large corporation over a name they 
can’t be that smart.” Jonathan, Bay Ridge

 You “Johnny come lately” Brooklyn “resi-
dents” should go back to your Mommy and Dad-
dy’s house in the Midwest (or where ever you 
freaks come from)! This band has not tried to 
offend or horn in on anyone’s trademark. Bay 
Ridge is a very strange place to all of the soul-
less newcomers in the sense that the sons and 
daughters of earlier waves of immigrants love 
America and all of its music and traditions! Even 
Southern music, which was very popular in Bay 
Ridge in the 1970s — as opposed to the disco 
music your parents were digging at the time!
 Joey Bots, Bath Beach

ing for our editorials, our entertain-
ment section and its fine front-page 
layout, our front-page design by Se-
nior Editor Vince DiMiceli. We also 
won for “Best Local Community 

the owner of 45 Hoyt St., which sits 
over the subway entrance, to cover 
one of its unsightly concrete walls 
with a mural of the singer.
 “Tish had a point,” said Joe Chan, 
president of the Downtown Brooklyn 
Partnership. “This station played an 
important role in a notable moment 

in pop culture history. And that role 
can be leveraged to draw attention 
and visitors to Downtown Brooklyn. 
We were disappointed that the MTA 
could not acknowledge that.”
 It is unclear what the mural will 
look like, though Chan said that the 
owner, the Manhattan-based Benen-
son Capital, has veto power. James 

said she’d push for a competition 
among Brooklyn artists, though she 
thinks Chan will favor a “name art-
ist.”
 Either way, she’s pleased.
 “When this whole thing started, 
I got more e-mails than ever before, 
mostly from Europe,” she said. “They 
all said they’d come to Brooklyn and 

park will be open from noon to mid-
night from Memorial Day until Labor 
Day. The park also will operate on a re-
duced schedule until Columbus Day.  
 The new rides will occupy the vast 
majority of the property purchased by 
the city from developer Joe Sitt  last No-
vember in a much-delayed deal . 
 The city will invest $6.6 million in 
“site preparation and infrastructure” to 
support the radical changes coming to 
Coney. 
 The rides are being manufactured by 
the  Italian amusement-giant Zamperla , 
though few details were provided be-
yond a renderings that looked as if they 
were produced in a middle-school com-
puter graphics class.
 One of the rides making its world-
debut will be the “Air Race,” in which 
planes circle a central tower, thrilling 
riders as they fly up and down while 

making hair-raising barrel rolls.
 The two roller coasters set to roll out 
in 2011 will both be steel, and one will 
flip riders over, according to David Galst 
of Central Amusement. 
 Galst added that the Astrotower will 
not be torn down, and that the company 
will be “investigating” how to make the 
iconic tower rise again.
 The numerous politicians in atten-
dance at Tuesday’s announcement at the 
Coney Island Aquarium were quick to 
point out that the rides were not just for 
fun — they also would help provide jobs 
for locals, who have been concerned 
that they would be left out of any eco-
nomic overhaul.
 “Last summer, there were last than 
three acres of amusement in Coney,” 
said Seth Pinsky, the president of the 
Economic Development Corporation. 
“This community has seen under-in-
vestment for too long.”

 A veterinarian told the Belmans that 
Sugar should be fine.
 The happy ending was not always so 
certain.
 The drama started on Wednesday morn-
ing when Drucie Belman, her two kids, 
and their beloved bulldog were enjoying 
the winter wonderland and were heading 
out of the park near the tunnels leading to-

nap victim, hope of rescue diminishes with 
every passing day. But sorrow turned to 
delight after Jamie’s call on Tuesday.
 The Belmans speculated that all the pub-
licity eventually forced Sugar’s dognappers 
into abandoning their dastardly scheme — 
the story even turned up on CNN in Hong 
Kong, they said. 
 Indeed, the family’s hopes were at an all 
time low earlier in the day, and had gone so 

products with music,” lawyer Jill Ja-
cobs wrote. “Your use of ‘Southern 
Comfort’ in your band’s name … 
is likely to cause the public to mis-
takenly believe that you are associ-
ated with Southern Comfort Prop-
erties ... when they are not.”
 Previously, courts have upheld 
the rights of trademark owners in 

cases where other business names 
could confuse customers. 
 The former F-line Bagels on 
Smith Street was forced to change 
its name —  cleverly, by reversing 
the F on its signage  — after a Met-
ropolitan Transportation Author-
ity cease-and-desist letter, fraught 
with concerns that subway patrons 
would confuse the shop’s name with 
an MTA sponsorship.
 Southern Comfort Band at the 
Leif Bar [6725 Fifth Ave. in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 680-0909] on March 5 at 9:30 
pm (barring legal action, of course).

Continued from page 1

JACKO TRIBUTE…
Despite a rejection by the MTA, Michael Jackson may finally be honored at the Downtown subway station he made famous.

Continued from page 1

OH SUGAR…

Sugar disappeared during the blizzard 
of 2010 — but has since been reunited 
with her family.

The original Luna Park, in all its glory, before it burnt down in 1944. The 
city plans to open a new Luna Park this summer. 

wards Grand Army 
Plaza.
 That’s where 
Sugar pulled away 
from Belman’s 
7-year-old son, 
Leo, and took off, 
not looking back.
 “We just moved 
back from Hong 
Kong — Sugar had 
never seen the snow 
before,” Belman ex-
plained. “She was 
so excited that she 
ran into the woods 
and that was it. … 
She doesn’t have 
any recall abil-
ity!”
 But that was only 
the beginning — an 
opportunistic creep apparently swiped 
Sugar, and is holding her ransom.
 “I got a phone call at 2:30 pm when were 
still in the park looking for her,” Belman 
said. “The person on the other end asked, 
‘How much you want for the dog, How 
much do you want for her, lady?’”
 Belman, stunned, offered $50. Seconds 
later, she realized she would pay $500.
 Most maddeningly, Belman missed a sec-
ond call two hours later from a blocked num-
ber — one she assumes was the dognapper. 
But some of the blame goes to AT&T.
 “Damn frozen iPhone!” said Belman.
 The caller left no voicemail message.
 Optimism faded. As with human kid-

far as to enlist the 
help of  “Rescue 
Ink,”  the extremely 
burly band of ba-
dasses who deep 
down truly love 
animals.
 They also had 
raised their re-
ward for Sugar 
to $5,000.
 Jamie, the 
strangely suspi-
cious Good Sa-
maritan, could 
not be reached 
despite several 
phone calls. 
 For now, the 
family will be 
nursing Sugar 
back to health. 

Leo has pledged to do his part. 
 “He’ll be sleeping with Sugar every day 
of the week,” Albert Belman said.
 It’s certainly not the first time that The 
Brooklyn Paper has spread the word about 
a missing pet.
 Last month, The Paper intervened after 
the Lax family reported that its beloved 
chicken, Sophia Lor-hen, had flown its Sixth 
Avenue coop. That bird is still at large.
 And also last month, our reporters helped 
spread the word that Lora Myers’s par-
rot Gracie had similarly disappeared. The 
African Grey was found three days later, 
shivering, but healthy.
 Talk about a parrot trouper.

Continued from page 1

CONEY PLAN…
Continued from page 1

Continued from page 1

BAND

WIN Web Site”  in the same year. 
 And in 2008, The Paper won 
Newspaper of the Year, while Kuntz-
man picked up Editor of the Year 
and Best Columnist — the SNA’s 
first-ever triple crown.
 This year, we won three awards 
from  the Independent Free Papers of 
America  — including the coveted Vic 
Jose Award for General Excellence.

spend money to visit the station.”
 The mural would not require 
MTA approval because the build-
ing itself is privately owned. Ben-
enson Capital did not return re-
peated calls.
 One thing, however, has not been 
left undecided: Yankovic will not 
be similarly honored.
 “Something tells me that Mi-
chael Jackson would be a little more 
compelling of an international draw 
than ‘Weird Al,’ ” Chan said.
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 Look, the Borough of Kings can be shoddy 
with its Mexican food. So we had trepidations 
after entering the new 213 Mexican restaurant 
on Smith Street. We ordered the chicken en-
chiladas fully expecting some tasteless, bland 

concoction that tends to 
work better as a hang-
over cure than an at-
tempt at fine dining.
 But that notion was 
swiftly upended as soon 
as fork hit mouth. The 
zest in the red mole sauce 
is a guilty pleasure. It’s 
sweet and spicy, yet not 
overbearing — a deli-

cious complement to an array of cheeses, juicy 
chicken and guacamole inside.
 It’s a plate-licker, folks. It’s filling, the price 
is right ($8) and it’s backed up by a passion-
ate staff that has wiped away the bad memo-
ries from the spot’s former tenant, El Pitayo.
 Order a refreshing, citrus Tanteo margar-
ita with real blue agave as a meal-capper, and 
you’ll officially be in on Brooklyn’s newest 
and best Mexican secret.
 213 Mexican [213 Smith St. between Baltic 
and Butler streets in Boerum Hill, (718) 625-
2616]. — Andy Campbell

 Before your brain explodes trying to fig-
ure out what exactly Yuri Landman’s Mood-
swinger instrument is, think electric keyboard 
meets guitar.
 Variations on the weird-looking 
craft can be banged, plucked and 
strummed to create a range 
of sounds from a drum to a 
grungy Stratocaster — and 
now there’s an opportunity 
to make one yourself and 
learn how to use the thing 
all in one day.
 Landman — whose crazy 
stringed apparatuses have been 
used by Lou Barlow and Sonic 
Youth, among others — will host 
a four-hour do-it-yourself work-
shop at the Knitting Factory on 
Feb. 23, and attendees will walk 
away with a variation on one of his beastly ba-
bies, called the Home Swinger.
 It’s a soundboard of sorts. Different strings 
on the bridge radiate seemingly random sounds, 
but Landman takes full control through com-
puters and mixing equipment.
 And you will, too, as long you’ve got the 
cash — a $140 ticket gets you a group lesson 
on the Home Swinger’s mechanics, a musi-
cal presentation, and all the parts necessary 
to put together the 12-stringed gadget. 
 Whether it can support a virtuoso’s hunger 
for beautiful chords is another thing, but it’s 
definitely a sight (and sound) to behold.
 Home Swinger workshop at Knitting Fac-
tory [361 Metropolitan Ave. at Havemeyer 
Street in Williamsburg, (347) 529-6696]. Feb. 
23, 6 pm. Tickets are $140 at www.ticketfly.
com. For info, visit www.hypercustom.com.

— Andy Campbell

By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

hink “Ancient Egypt.” What comes 
to mind?
 The pyramids at Giza? King Tut’s 

gilded tomb? The monumental Sphinx?
 Sure, those are the greatest hits — and 
the pharaohs were the celebrities of their 
day.
 But what of the teeming masses? 
That’s the tantalizing question raised 
by the Brooklyn Museum’s new exhibit, 
“To Live Forever,” which puts on display 
common funereal artifacts of lower- and 
middle-class Egyptian life, who were just 
as obsessed with the afterlife as their roy-
alty.
 Who can relate to Cleopatra, anyway? 
As the exhibition demonstrates, the lives 
of the lower classes can be more interest-
ing and insightful than the dazzling opu-
lence of the privileged few.
 “Typically upper-class material is shown 
at Egyptian exhibits,” said curator Ed-
ward Bleiberg. “Showing [burial] objects 
from the lower classes is a way for us to 
connect to the ancient Egyptians. Their 
problems are the same as ours: ‘How am 
I going to the pay the bills for this?’ ”
 Indeed, then, as now, everyone wanted 
to be comfortable in the hereafter.
 That explains one choice piece in the 
show: a sarcophagus for a commoner 
made from cheap clay and painted yel-
low to imitate the gold that would line a 
royal coffin, a desperate attempt to im-
press the gods.
 As the exhibit shows, Egyptians from 
pharaoh to plebeian were keen to pimp their 
coffins in a variety of creative ways, even 
if it meant defiling someone else’s.
 In one stunning example, “The Lady of 
the House, Weretwahset,” a coffin was ac-
tually recycled 200 years later by a member 
of the same family: a grim hand-me-down 
if there ever was one. On certain parts of 
the coffin, one can actually see where the 
more-recent tenant actually had the name 
of the previous one scribbled out. 
 Smaller figurines that would accom-
pany the dead on their spiritual journey 
also feature similar drastic measures in 
which a person would put their own touches 
on a statuette — by literally slicing away 

the names of the previous owner. 
 Poorer Egyptians were equally re-
sourceful in appearing posthumously 
privileged.
 Many near the bottom of the social lad-
der were keen to imitate the elites’ fa-
mous burial ritual requiring all the inter-
nal organs to be chemically treated then 
removed through the nose — though the 
impoverished used an alternative method: 

they would commission a brutal enema 
after death that would actually liquefy 
their organs.
 Gristly? Of course — but the ancient 
Egyptians considered them absolutely 
necessary. In fact, funeral preparations 
for the afterlife were typically a person’s 
largest expense.
 “It was like buying a car,” Bleiberg said. 
“You spend a year’s salary and then spend 
subsequent years paying it off — and we 
have records of Egyptians paying off the 
expense in installments, on time.”
 The new exhibit, which opened last 
Friday, is able to distinguish itself from 

the other countless Egyptian exhibits that 
cycle through New York in large part due 
to the Brooklyn Museum’s unique collec-
tion. 
 “Ours is known as an aesthetic collec-
tion,” Bleiberg said. “We were the first to 
show the artifacts as art rather than eth-
nographic pieces in the 1930s.” 
 And by presenting this impressive col-
lection through the lens of the social hi-
erarchy, the Brooklyn Museum has cre-
ated a wonderfully humbling experience 
that serves as reminder of how connected 
we are — both socially and spiritually — 
to our ancient predecessors. 

New exhibit reveals ancient obsession with dying

 Jesus drank alcohol. And even St. Paul said, 
“Take a little wine to your stomach.”
 So, clearly, there’s nothing wrong with en-
joying the Scriptures with a little spirit.

 Fortunately, there’s “The-
ology on Tap,” a series of 
three upcoming discus-
sions led by Father An-
thony Andreassi of the 
Brooklyn Oratory at 
Ceol on Smith Street.

 Religion? At an Irish pub 
known more for cacophony 

than Catholicism.
 “It’s easier to reach people 

with a beer,” said Andreassi. 
 The first session, on Feb. 22, is called “Holy 
Mutha Church! What Everyone Needs to Know.” 
Subsequent discussion sessions are on March 8 
(“Shaken not Stirred: Religion and Politics”) and 
March 22 (“Catholics and Healthcare, WTF?! 
— What’s the Focus?”).
 It’s not the first time that the Brooklyn Ora-
tory has used beer as a lure, but this year, An-
dreassi made sure to schedule the event after 
football season and during Lent. 
 “Theology on Tap” at Ceol [191 Smith St. 
at Warren Street in Boerum Hill, (347) 643-
9911], Feb. 22, March 8 and March 22, 7 pm.

— Lara Gross

  “To Live Forever” at the 
Brooklyn Museum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638-5000] runs through 
May 2. Museum is closed Mondays and 
Tuesdays.

278 FIFTH AVENUE, BROOKLYN
718.369.9527

345 Court St. (at Union St.)
718-852-5015
Open Tues–Sun for lunch & dinner
Private party room
Free Valet Parking

www.MarcoPoloRistorante.com

MARCO POLO
  Ristorante  

Enjoy our

Raw
Bar

With specials, 4–7 pm
in our bar and café

$1 Oysters
$1 Little Neck Clams ~ $1 Shrimp Cocktail

Tris di bruschetta: $6
Tomato, olive tapenade and truffle egg

Italian cheese platter: $8
Arancini siciliani: $5

Baby rice ball filled with mozzarella and peas
Hand-picked organic Italian olives: $4

Eat TURKISH at

142 Montague St., 2nd Fl.
(bet. Clinton & Henry)
Brooklyn Heights
(718) 875-2211

Serving lunch & dinner 7 days

Turkish Culture and Cuisine in 
Brooklyn Heights

 
with free glass of wine or dessert*

 

  
and Catering

85 Court Street in Downtown Brooklyn

(718) 243-0844

We Appreciate Your Business!
OVER 30 YEARS 

IN BUSINESS
Featuring Home 
Delivery within 

Brooklyn

®

10%
OFF
ALL STORE 

MERCHANDISE 
WITH THIS AD

...Feel The Difference

ROOM 
HEATERS
$59 & UP

There are plenty of great pieces in the Brook-
lyn Museum’s new ancient Egyptian afterlife 
obsession show, “To Live Forever,” but these 
are the items that really stand out:

Is there a more gangster way to go out? This 
mummy footpiece features the dead man’s 
enemies on the underside, so that when he 

is resurrected, his first 
steps will crush them. 
The Egyptians dedi-
cated such care to the 
mummification process 
because the body had to 
be preserved so that the 
soul could navigate the 

netherworld freely. Clearly, this particular 
guy had some serious beef.

In ancient Egypt, not only could you play 
board games while your heart was still tick-
ing — the afterlife was a veritable checkers 
tournament as well. This pre-chess game, 
called Senet, was a precursor of draughts 
and featured 20 squares and two 
players. The players would de-
termine their moves by 
throwing ivory dice 
or knuckle-
bones (for 
more thrifty 
gamers) and 

would then land on a square that represented 
either a positive or negative outcome. The 
game became ingrained in Egyptian soci-
ety and the most spectacular example of it 
was found in King Tut’s tomb.

Gold, which represented the 
Egyptian sun god, Ra, was 
key to any spirit embark-
ing into the after-
life. And the more 
precious the amu-
let, the more effective 
it would be in reaching the gods. 
This particular golden amulet portrays the 
soul with the wings of a falcon, giving it the 

freedom of flight. Gold was so critical to an-
cient Egyptians that there are examples of 
poor Egyptians painting their coffins yel-
low to try and impress the gods through a 
cheaper method.

The ba bird represented a spiritual guide 
with a human head that journeyed between 
one’s tomb and the af-
terlife. This ba bird ap-
peared on the footpiece 
of a coffin, and on ei-

ther side of the head 
is written, “Going 

forth” — an indicator 
that the bird’s journey 
began when the host died. Images often de-
pict the ba fluttering around a tomb or in the 
outer world, symbolizing the eternal free-
dom of the afterlife.

— Stephen Brown

Fab four: The Brooklyn Museum has put more of its amazing Egyptian art collec-
tion on display, including these Canopic jars.
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FRI, FEB. 19
FILM, “NOTHING BUT THE TRUTH”: 

Part of the African Diaspora Film 
Festival. $12 ($9 seniors, $8 stu-
dents and children). 6:50 pm. BAM 
Rose Cinema [30 Lafayette Ave. at 
Ashland Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4129], www.bam.org. 

THEATER, “THE TROJAN WOMEN”: 
Brooklyn College’s Theater De-
partment presents an adaptation 
of Euripides’ classic play. $15 ($12 
seniors). 7:30 pm. Gershwin Theater 
at Brooklyn College [2900 Bedford 
Ave. at Campus Road in Midwood, 
(718) 951-4500]. 

RINK: 8:30 am–10 pm. Prospect 
Park’s Wollman Rink (Parkside and 
Ocean avenues in Prospect Park). 

 Hosted by Spanglish Fly, a 
mambo-Motown band. Free. 6 pm. 
Rose [345 Grand St. at Havemeyer 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 599-
0069], www.roselivemusic.com. 

 With au-
thors Kevin Sampsell, “A Common 
Pornography”; and Justin Taylor, 
“Everything Here is the Best Thing 
Ever.” 7:30 pm. Word [126 Franklin 
St. at Milton Street in Greenpoint, 
(718) 383-0096], wordbrooklyn.
wordpress.com. 

 $10. 7:30 
pm. First Presbyterian Church [124 
Henry St. between Clark Street 
and Love Lane in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 624-3770]. 

 $25. 7:30 pm. The 
Bell House [149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 643-
6510], www.thebellhouseny.com. 

 $10. 
7:30 pm. Union Hall [702 Union St. 

907-6189], www.bricktheater.com. 

 $12. 8 pm. Jalopy 
[315 Columbia St. at Woodhull Street 
in Columbia Street Waterfront, (718) 
395-3214], www.jalopy.biz. 

 8 pm. Spike 
Hill Tavern [184 Bedford Ave. at 
North Seventh Street in Williams-
burg, (718) 218-9737], www.spike-
hill.com. 

 8 pm. Pete’s Candy 
Store [709 Lorimer St. at Richardson 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 302-
3770], www.petescandystore.com. 

 
Brooklyn Chamber Music Society 
performs Dvorák, Shostakovich, 
and Brahms. $30 ($20 students). 
8 pm. Chapel of First Unitarian 
Church [50 Monroe Pl. between 
Clark and Pierrepont streets in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 624-5466 or 
(718) 858-0718], www.fuub.org. 

 With 
cellist Caroline Stinson. $25 ($20 
senior, $10 student). 8 pm. Barge-
music [Fulton Ferry Landing, Old 
Fulton Street and Furman Street 
in DUMBO, (718) 624-2083], www.
bargemusic.org. 

 $10 ($6 kids). 8 pm. Brook-
lyn Society for Ethical Culture [53 
Prospect Park West at Second 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 768-
2972], www.bsec.org. 

 
Performances by Ori Floman, Kath-
erine Longstreth, Kristi Spessard. 
$15 ($12 in advance). Brooklyn Arts 
Exchange [421 Fifth Ave. at Eighth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 832-
0018], www.bax.org. 

 
Tony Kushner’s race musical set in 
1963 Louisiana. $18. Gallery Players 
[199 14th St., between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues in Park Slope, (212) 352-
3101], galleryplayers.com. 

 Part of 
the African Diaspora Film Festival. 
$12 ($9 seniors, $8 students and 
children). 9:30 pm. BAM Rose Cin-
ema [30 Lafayette Ave. at Ashland 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 636-
4129], www.bam.org. 

 Weekly improv show 
with troupes Sidecar and M.A.D. 
10 pm. Brooklyn Lyceum [227 
Fourth Ave. at President Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 857-4816], www.
brooklynlyceum.com. 

“Passing Strange.” $42-$82. St. Ann’s 
Warehouse [38 Water St. at Dock 
Street in DUMBO, (718) 254-8779], 
www.stannswarehouse.org. 

TOURNAMENT: Hosted by 
Will Shortz, crossword editor of 
The New York Times. Brooklyn 
Marriott [333 Adams St. between 
Adams and Jay streets in 
Downtown, (718) 797-0264.], www.
crosswordtournament.com. 

 The 
band Pass Kontrol presents this 
futuristic play, inspired by living in 
Bushwick. Come dressed in your 
own future-inspired wear and get 
a free drink. $10 online, $12 walk-
ins. 8 pm. The Bushwick Starr (207 
Starr St. between Wyckoff and 
Irving avenues in Bushwick), www.
thebushwickstarr.org. 

 Five short 
plays about failure presented by the 
Debate Society. $18. 8 pm. Brick 
Theater [575 Metropolitan Ave. at 
Lorimer Street in Williamsburg, (718) 

at Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638-4400], www.unionhallny.com. 

NOT MINE”: Stage play that exam-
ines the struggles of blended fami-
lies. $25 ($20 students & seniors). 
Kumble Theater at Long Island Uni-
versity [DeKalb and Flatbush ave-
nues in Downtown, (718) 488-1624], 
www.promise-productions.net. 

 Hosted by Nick 
Turner (College Humor) and Jason 
Saenz (DC Comedy Festival). Free. 
8 pm. Coco66 [66 Greenpoint Ave. 
between Franklin and West streets 
in Greenpoint, (917) 807-6045], 
www.myspace.com/coco66. 

 
An environmental excursion into 
Lewis Carroll’s “Alice In Wonder-
land.” $35 (adults), $20 (students). 8 
pm. Irondale Center [85 S. Oxford 
St. at Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 488-9233], www.
irondale.org. 

THEATER, “MAKING IT”: New rock 
show from Stew, the creator of the 
Tony Award-winning Broadway show 

WHERE TO
SATURDAY
February 20

Rat race 
Harold Lloyd was 
wackier, crazier and 
dangerous-er than 
Charlie Chaplin. Lloyd 
may be best known 
as the guy dangling 
off that clock in 
“Safety Last,” but 
“Speedy” is actually 
his classic. The plot is 
nothing monumen tal 
— something about 
saving the city’s last 
horse-drawn cab — 
but the footage of 
real New York in the 
1920s is as priceless 
as the cameo by 
Babe Ruth!

12:30 and 2 pm. “Speedy” 
at the New York Transit 
Museum [Boerum Place at 
Schermerhorn Street in 
Downtown, (718) 694-
1600]. 

TUESDAY
February 23

’Net gain?
Have you noticed that 
even in a full subway 
car, there’s usually 
only two people read-
ing a print newspa-
per? The rest are tap-
ping away on an 
iPhone, playing a 
video game or zoning 
out to music. So 
where does that leave 
journalism? Find out 
when Diana Williams 
of WABC (pictured), 
Ben Smith of Politico 
and Robert George of 
the awesome New 
York Post talk about 
the future.

6:30 pm. “Journalism in 
the Age of the Internet” at 
St. Francis College [180 
Remsen St., between 
Court and Clinton streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
489-5200].

WEDNESDAY
February 24

Taking 
Nottage
It’s not often that you 
get a MacArthur 
Foundation “genius” 
and a Pulitzer Prize 
winner in the same 
room talking about 
American culture — 
except when Boerum 
Hill writer Lynn Not-
tage is talking about 
American culture. 
Nottage won the big 
award last year for her 
Congolese brothel 
play, “Ruined,” mak-
ing this a must-hear 
lecture. 

6:30 pm. Pulitzer Prize-
winner Lynn Nottage at 
Kumble Theater at Long 
Island University [DeKalb 
and Flatbush avenues in 
Downtown, (718) 488-
1624]. 

THURSDAY
February 25

Country 
fried laughs
We don’t like country 
music either — 
except when it’s 
played for laughs. 
And no one does it 
better than Menage 
a Twang, an all-girl 
trio that makes fun of 
all us crazy Noo York-
ers (including Wil-
liamsburgers in their 
hilarious, “Listen, Sis-
ter, Don’t Date a Hip-
ster”). Even indie 
rock critic legend 
Jack Rabid raves 
about them.

8 pm. Menage A Twang 
at Pete’s Candy Store [709 
Lorimer St. at Richardson 
Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 302-3770]. 

SATURDAY
February 27

It’s opera 
time
Look, we don’t 
always push you to 
go see opera, but 
our friends at Brook-
lyn Repertory Opera 
are putting on a 
world premiere. And 
this one is wild: Set 
in medieval England, 
“The Veil of Forget-
fulness” follows a 
band of sisterly rene-
gades as they strug-
gle against the 
church. You go, girls.

3 pm. “The Veil of For-
getfulness” at Littlefield 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in Gowanus, (718) 855-
3388]. Tickets are $20 ($5 
for the unemployed).

EDITORS’ PICKS

See 9 DAYS on page 10

MON, FEB. 22
 Monthly full 

board meeting. 7 pm. Knights of 
Columbus [1305 86th St. at 13th 
Avenue in Bay Ridge, (718) 745-6827]. 

 8 pm. Seth Low Junior High 
School [99 Avenue P between W. 11th 
and W. 12th streets in Bensonhurst, 
(718) 946-0234]. 

TUES, FEB. 23

 Monthly meeting. Community 
Board 1 office [435 Graham Ave. 
between Frost and Richardson streets 
in Williamsburg, (718) 389-0009]. 

 
Annual meeting. On the agenda: An 
update from Brooklyn Bridge Park 
architect Michael Van Valken burgh. 
7 pm. Plymouth Church [75 Hicks St. 
(entrance on Orange Street) in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 858-9193], 
www.thebha.org. 

 
Monthly meeting. 7:30 pm. Location 
to be determined, (718) 636-6410. 

 
Monthly meeting. 7:30 pm. Our 
Lady of Angels [7320 Fourth Ave. 
between 73rd and 74th streets in 
Bay Ridge, (646) 322-2145]. 

WED, FEB. 24
 

Open house on the bridge’s over-
haul, led by project experts. 3:30 
pm and 6:30 pm. St. Cecilia’s Church 
[84 Herbert St. at Monitor Street in 
Greenpoint, (718) 482-4526]. 

 Monthly meeting. 6 pm. 
Brook lyn Borough Hall [209 Jorale-
mon St. between Adams and Court 
streets in Downtown, (718) 596-5410]. 

 Rosalia-Regina Pacis Neigh-
borhood Improvement Association. 
6:30 pm. Regina Center [1258 65th 
St. between 12th and 13th avenues 

in Bay Ridge, (718) 236-5266]. 
 

Several councilmembers hosting a 
forum on coming changes during 
construction of Atlantic Yards. 6 pm. 
Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian 
Church (85 S. Oxford St. at 
Lafayette Avenue in Fort Greene).

THURS, FEB. 25

 Monthly 
meeting. 6 pm. Old First Reformed 
Church [729 Carroll St. at Seventh 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 643-
3027], www.brooklyncb6.org. 

 Monthly meeting. 
Com munity Board 1 office [435 
Graham Ave. between Frost and 
Richardson streets in Williams burg, 
(718) 389-0009]. 

 Monthly 
meeting. 7 pm. Muga vero Center 
[155 Dean St. at Hoyt Street in 
Boerum Hill, (718) 237-0145].
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INTRODUCING

Saporita Pizza
TO DOWNTOWN BROOKLYN!

FREE delivery to Downtown
and parts of Brooklyn Heights, Cobble Hill & Boerum Hill

Free garlic knots & 1 liter 
soda w/ purchase of any pie

(With coupon only. Cannot be used  
with any other offer. Exp. 3/31/10)

$3 off any order 
of $15 or more

(With coupon only. Cannot be used 
with any other offer. Exp. 3/31/10)

Saporita

PIZZA
27 Smith St. (near Livingston St.)
718-643-7777
Open Sunday to Friday, 10:30am to 7pm
Corporate accounts welcome
Catering for all events

Hero Sandwiches Pasta Dishes

Plain Pizza Speciality Pizza Square Pizza

Appetizers Salads

www.saporitapizza.com
View our full menu!  Print coupons! Order online! (Coming soon)NEW!

Organic Indian Food
The Only Organic Indian Food in NYC

FREEDELIVERY
15 blocks N, W, S, E 

of the restaurant

Chef with 
35 YEARS 

experience with 
Indian cooking

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Mon–Sat: 1pm–Midnight

Sun: Noon–10pm

CATERING AND 
BIG PARTIES 

with discount prices

718.388.3021
513 Grand Street, Brooklyn

10018 Fourth Ave. (at 101 St.)  Bay Ridge
(718) 833-1313

RESTAURANT/BAR

Serving Lunch and Dinner
Private Parties

JAPANESE RESTAURANT

235 Smith Street
(between Butler & Douglass Streets)

718-643-1963
FAST FREE DELIVERY
HOURS: Mon–Thurs, Noon–11pm
Fri–Sat, Noon–11:30pm; Sun, 1pm–11pm

ALL YOU CAN EAT
Now until March 31st,
enjoy over 60 different 
kinds of fresh SUSHI!
5–10:30pm, 7 days a week

GENERAL COSMETIC
SKIN CARE SPECIALISTS

Juvederm
Chemical peels

Spider veins
Laser hair removal

Acne.  Herpes
Warts.  Moles

Blemish removal
Keloids

ALAN KLING, MD
Board-Certified Dermatologist

NICOLE DeVINCENTIS, PA

718-636-0425
27 EIGHTH AVE (AT LINCOLN PL)
PARK SLOPE, BKLYN

212-288-1300
1000 PARK AVE (AT 84TH ST)
MANHATTAN, NY

DAY AND EVENING HOURS
PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT
INSURANCE ACCEPTED FOR MEDICAL SERVICES

FREE
Botox 

with purchase  
of Juvederm  
Facial Filler

To list an event in the Civic Calendar, e-mail  
Calendar@cnglocal.com.

 The girls from Saffire will perform at the BAMkids 
Film Festival on Feb 27-28.
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Warm up your winter 
with an extra $150.

       Member FDIC 

Simply choose the account 
that’s right for you.

Get
up to $150

Hurry, offer  
ends February 28th.

Visit your local Flushing Bank 
branch, call 800.581.2889 or go to 

www.FlushingBank.com to find out more.

New checking accounts and new money only. In order to qualify for the $150 you must open a new active 
checking account with new money, sign up for and receive direct deposit and complete 5 debit card 
purchases. Debit Card Purchases – You will receive $50 for the completion of 5 debit card purchases. To 
qualify, each debit card purchase must be $25 or more. Purchases must be completed prior to 45 days 
after the end of the promotion. Direct Deposit – You will receive $100 upon receipt of a recurring payroll 
or other recurring direct deposit. To qualify, the direct deposit must be a recurring deposit of $250 or more 
and is credited to the new checking account on at least a monthly basis. Tax refunds are not considered 
an eligible direct deposit. The direct deposit must post to the new checking account prior to 45 days after 
the end of the promotion. The promotion compensation will credited to the checking account 60 days 
after the promotion ends. The promotion ends on February 28, 2010 and is subject to change and early 
termination without prior notice at any time. A 1099 will be issued in the amount credited to your account. 
This offer is limited to one per household. New money is defined as money not currently on deposit with 
Flushing Bank. Other fees and restrictions may apply. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for 
more information about minimum balance requirements and certain fees that may apply to each type of 
checking account.
Flushing Bank is the trade name of Flushing Savings Bank, FSB. 

Totally Free Checking
No fees and no minimums

BestRate Checking
Earn one of the highest interest rates available

Relationship Checking
Preferred rates on CDs and money market accounts

 Jouhan Daod was a household name 
in Syria when he was on the national 
soccer team. Though he’s lived in 
Brooklyn for 11 years, Daod is still 
serving his native land by transforming 
the  Olive Vine Cafe on Court Street 
into Palmyra, which offers a Syrian 
take on Middle Eastern food.
 Daod’s falafel, for example, is a bit 
nuttier and chunkier. His babaganouj 
is smokier. And his lamb pizza — a 
Syrian version called safiha — has a 
more nuanced salty-sweet taste thanks 
to a pomegranate molasses.
 “We’re trying to go further than Ol-
ive Vine did,” said Daod, who opened 
Palmyra last Monday.
 The menu certainly does that. Daod 
not only serves breakfast all day (try the 

Sultan, which is a mix of boiled eggs, 
humus, fava beans, cucumber and to-
matoes, $9), but his menu goes beyond 
the usual grape leaves, salads and lentil 
soup to include panini sandwiches ($6), 
a burger ($8), Syrian red beans ($3), and 
bastorma (which sounds like “pastrami” 
because it tastes like it, too, $5).
 And everyone in town offers chicken 
wings, but Palmyra’s jawaneh ($6) are 
transcendent: breaded and deep-fried, 
they’re juicy and a bit sweet — which 
makes a nice contrast to the hot dipping 
sauce. And believe it or not, the great-
est surprise on the menu are the sweet 
potato fries ($6), which are crispy and 
addictive.
 So, the soccer thing didn’t work 
out, but Daod is excited about his new 

venture.
 “I have such a passion for food,” 
he said.
 Palmyra [316 Court St. between 
Sackett and Degraw streets, (718) 
797-1110]. — Gersh Kuntzman

By Kristen V. Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

n Japanese gambling, the 
term “one or eight” means 
“all or nothing” — but 

there’s no risk at all on the 
menu at the new 1or8 Japa-
nese fusion restaurant in Wil-
liamsburg.
 This is certainly not “fu-
sion” like serving soggy ta-
cos alongside Chinese dump-
lings, as you see in too many 
places. Instead, Chef Atsushi 
Yokota and Sushi Chef Ka-
zuo Yoshida have crafted a 
menu that boasts tartare and 
ceviche alongside the old su-
shi standards.

 1or8 isn’t just eating out; 
it’s a multi-sensory culinary 
experience. Beginning with 
the stark, all-white décor ac-
cented by wintery branches, 
the eatery presents itself as 
an expertly executed exer-
cise in minimalism.
 Yet each dish comprises 
bold flavors that excite the 
palate — though never so 
many that any one flavor is 
lost. 
 In the yellow mango roll 
($9), mango and jalapeño 
do a sweet-and-spicy dance, 
while a cilantro sauce adds 
brightness. The lobster cevi-
che ($12) has a grapefruit and 
mango yuzu sauce that com-

plements the freshness of the 
lobster.
 The sushi is equally in-
spiring.
 Owner Shinji Mizutani, 
who also owns the Japanese 
tapas joint Bozu, explained 
that he didn’t wanted to turn 

Japanese food on its head, but 
merely wanted to “infuse it 
with new ideas.”
 Mission accomplished.
 1or8 [66 S. Second St. 
between Wythe and Kent 
avenues in Williamsburg, 
(718) 384-2152].

New Williamsburg sushi 
restaurant goes all in

 Williamsburg has a sleek new sushi bar 
with a weird name, 1or8.
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 Everyone needs a reason to groove 
from time to time — but how about 
10 nights of straight funk?
 Soulive has worked its way to the 
top of a new wave of jazz since its 
inception in the late 1990s, and the 
virtuosos are celebrating their 10th 
anniversary by taking over Brooklyn 
Bowl for 10 hot nights in March.
 It’s no small feat to sign with Blue Note 
Records and join the ranks of Miles Da-
vis and Wayne Shorter in just 10 years. 
The troupe has played all over the world 

since then, but has never abandoned its 
roots — the band got its start at the de-
funct Manhattan venue, Wetlands, which 
was owned by the same people who cur-
rently own Brooklyn Bowl.
 Clearly, Soulive couldn’t resist the 
allure of a new venue in a better bor-
ough.
 “We cut our teeth at the Wetlands,” 
said guitarist Eric Krasno. “Playing 
Brooklyn Bowl feels like a natural 
continuation of our early days.”
 It’s easy to see why Brooklyn Bowl 

co-owner Peter Shapiro was so quick to 
jump on the opportunity for 10 nights 
of Soulive — the band’s live charm is 
what created its legend, and the guys 
aren’t running out of sweltering steam 
any time soon. The band’s tight, horn-
infused progression could match Par-
liament and Funkadelic in skill, yet 
the music is a fresh, sometimes psy-
chedelic beast of its own.
 Soulive at Brooklyn Bowl [61 
Wythe Ave. between N. 11th and N. 
12th streets in Williamsburg, (718) 
963-3369]. March 2-6 and 9-13, $10 or 
$12.50 on weekends. Doors open at 6 
pm. For info, visit www.brooklynbowl.
com. — Andy Campbell

By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

fter months of false starts, Brook-
lyn pizza lovers can chew on this: 
Totonno’s has reopened.

 The 86-year-old Coney Island stal-
wart — long lauded as one of the best 
pizzerias in the city — started crank-
ing out coal-oven-fired pies last Friday 
for the first time since a nearly devas-
tating fire on March 14, 2009.
 Owner Louise “Cookie” Ciminieri 
had vowed from the start to reopen. 
But no one thought it would take this 
long.
 “There was just so much damage,” 
Ciminieri said.
 You can’t tell from the look of the 
Neptune Avenue joint now. The same 
walls are covered by the same newspa-
per clippings from publications world-
wide. The tin roof is the same. The oven 
is the same.
 Or is it? The 900-degree coal-fueled 
oven has been completely re-lined, and 
may take a few days before it’s churning 
out perfection, but our initial sampling 
proved to be extremely satisfying.
 And at least one newcomer was im-
pressed.
 “It really is fantastic pizza,” said cus-
tomer Katie Lazarowicz.
 Of course, Lazarowicz had never been 
to the original Totonno’s, which was al-
most destroyed after coal embers ignited 
part of the century-old wood building.
 “We always dumped the hot coals into 

a metal box under the oven,” Ciminieri 
explained. “Apparently, over the decades, 
the box got thinner and thinner and fi-
nally had holes in it. Who knew?”
 The fire had taken place on the an-
niversary of the death of Ciminieri’s fa-
ther.
 “We were at the church and I look at 
my phone and there’s 20 messages from 

Louise,” said Ciminieri’s sister, and To-
tonno’s co-owner, Antoinette Balzano. 
“I said to [brother and co-owner] Frank, 
‘Something’s wrong at the store.’ ”
 All three siblings were on hand at 
Friday’s opening.
 Totonno’s [1524 Neptune Ave. be-
tween W. 15th and W. 16th streets in 
Coney Island, (718) 372-8606].

Coney Island pizzeria reopens after fire

 Eleven months after a devastating fire, Totonno’s has 
reopened on Neptune Avenue in Coney Island. Pizziola Michael Gam-
mone shows off his form.
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MON, FEB. 22
FILM, “GLORIOUS EXIT”: 

Part of the African Diaspora 
Film Festival. $12 ($9 se-
niors, $8 students and chil-
dren). 6:20 pm. BAM Rose 
Cinema [30 Lafayette Ave. 
at Ashland Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4129], 
www.bam.org. 

TALK, “JEWISH WEDDING 
PRACTICES — THE WHAT 
AND THE WHY”: Light 
lunch will be served. $10. 
Noon. Congregation 
Mount Sinai [250 Cadman 
Plaza W. at Tillary Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
875-9124]. 

FILM, “PINGU”: Buster 
Keaton introduced to a 
new generation of movie-
goers. $6.50. 4 pm. Cobble 
Hill Cinema [265 Court 
St. between Butler and 
Douglass streets in Cobble 
Hill, (718) 596-9113], www.
bigmoviesforlittlekids.
blogspot.com. 

DIER JON HENDRICKS”: 
Part of the African Diaspora 
Film Festival. $12 ($9 se-
niors, $8 students and chil-
dren). 4:30 pm. BAM Rose 
Cinema [30 Lafayette Ave. 
at Ashland Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4129], 
www.bam.org. 

CATERING OPEN HOUSE: 
Advance tickets enter you 
for a chance to win dinner 
for two. $25. 6–9 pm. Bub-
by’s Brooklyn [One Main 
St. at Plymouth Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 222-0666]. 

MALING SOCIETY: 
Monthly session on Norwe-
gian rose painting. 7 pm. 
59th Street Church [749 
59th St. between Seventh 
and Eighth avenues in Sun-
set Park, (718) 853-1734]. 

TALK, THEOLOGY ON TAP: 
Weekly discussion group 
on God — in a bar! Ceol 
[191 Smith St. between 
Warren and Baltic streets 
in Cobble Hill, (347) 643-
9911], www.ceolpub.com. 

FILM, “DARK DAYS”: Sun-
dance Award-winning 
documentary. 7:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Arts Exchange 
[421 Fifth Ave. at Eighth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
832-0018], www.bax.org. 

OPEN MIC NIGHT: 7:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Lyceum [227 
Fourth Ave. at President 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
857-4816], www.brooklyn-
lyceum.com. 

TALK, JET PROPULSION: 
Secrets revealed. As part 
of the Open City Dialogue 
Lecture Series. 7:30 pm. 
Pete’s Candy Store [709 
Lorimer St. at Richardson 
Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 302-3770]. 

CHANGE”: Hosted by Re-
becca Pronsky. Free. 7:30 
pm. Union Hall [702 Union 
St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638-4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

THEATER, “MAKING IT”: See 
Friday, Feb. 19. 

FILM, “IDENTITIES STORY”: 
Part of the African 
Diaspora Film Festival. $12 
($9 seniors, $8 students 
and children). 9 pm. BAM 
Rose Cinema [30 Lafayette 
Ave. at Ashland Place in 
Fort Greene, (718) 636-
4129], www.bam.org. 

MUSIC, TONY SCHERR: In-
demand guitar and bass 
player. With special guests. 
$5. 9 pm. Jalopy [315 Co-
lumbia St. at Woodhull 
Street in Columbia Street 
Waterfront, (718) 395-
3214], www.jalopy.biz. 

TUES, FEB. 23
TALK, “JOURNALISM IN 

NET”: Led by Diana Wil-
liams (WABC), Ben Smith 
(Politico) Robert George 
(New York Post) and others. 
6:30–8:30 p.m. St. Francis 
College [180 Remsen St., 
between Court and Clinton 
streets in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 489-5200]. 

FILM, “BLACK NATION”: Part 
of the African Diaspora 
Film Festival. $12 ($9 se-
niors, $8 students and chil-
dren). 7:15 pm. BAM Rose 
Cinema [30 Lafayette Ave. 
at Ashland Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4129], 
www.bam.org. 

FILM, “STOLEN KISSES”: Part 
of the African Diaspora 
Film Festival. $12 ($9 se-
niors, $8 students and chil-
dren). 4:30 pm. BAM Rose 
Cinema [30 Lafayette Ave. 
at Ashland Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4129], 
www.bam.org. 

MUSIC, COMEDY NIGHT: 
With the On and On Show. 
Free. 6–8 pm. Puppet’s 
Jazz Bar [481 Fifth Ave. at 
11th Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 499-2622], www.pup-
petsjazz.com. 

WORKSHOP, WRITING 
GROUP: With Mike Lee. 7 
pm. Barnes and Noble Park 
Slope [267 Seventh Ave. at 
Sixth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 832-9066]. 

READING, BOOK PARTY: 
With authors Julie Klausner, 
“I Don’t Care About Your 
Band”; Rachel Shukert, 
“Have You No Shame?”; 
and Mike Albo, “The Un-
derminder: The Best Friend 
Who Casually Destroys 
Your Life.” 7:30 pm. Word 
[126 Franklin St. at Milton 
Street in Greenpoint, (718) 
383-0096], wordbrooklyn.
wordpress.com. 

DANCE, GREEK DANCE: 
Learn the traditions in this 
all-ages class. Free. Young 
Dancers in Repertory [345 
Ovington Ave. between 
Third and Fourth avenues 
in Bay Ridge, (347) 702-
7155], www.youngdancers-
inrep.org. 

DANCE, MARK MORRIS 
GROUP: $20, $40, $60, 
$70. Brooklyn Academy of 
Music [30 Lafayette Ave. 
near St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4100], 
www.bam.org. 

WASHINGTON TRIBUTE: 
Portrayer Michael Grillo 
presents “George Wash-
ington Returns to New 
Utrecht.” Free. 7:30 pm. 
New Utrecht Reformed 
Church [1827 18th Ave. at 
84th Street in Bensonhurst, 
(718) 256-7173]. 

MUSIC, ANNIE KEATING 
AND FRIENDS: A special 
concert to benefi t the 
Berkeley Carroll school. 
$15. 8 pm. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue 
in Park Slope, (718) 638-
4400], www.unionhallny.
com.

FILM, “AFRICAN LEADERS 
PROGRAM”: Part of the 
African Diaspora Film Fes-
tival. $12 ($9 seniors, $8 
students and children). 9 
pm. BAM Rose Cinema [30 

1¼ lb LOBSTER 
prepared several 
different ways 

PLUS: Soup or 
salad, appetizer, 
and dessert

♦ ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦

114 Bay Ridge Ave.
Brooklyn
(718) 833-8865
www.casapepe.com

168 W. Fourth St.
Manhattan
(212) 242-6480
www.tiopepenyc.com

$30 LOBSTER
CELEBRATION
$30 LOBSTER
CELEBRATION

SAT, FEB. 20

OUTDOORS AND TOURS

TANIC GARDEN: 1 pm. 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden 
[1000 Washington Ave., at 

Eastern Parkway in Crown 
Heights, (718) 623-7220], 
www.bbg.org. 

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “THE TROJAN 

WOMEN”: See Friday, 
Feb. 19. 

THEATER, “CAROLINE, OR 
CHANGE”: See Friday, 
Feb. 19. 

THEATER, “HE’S NOT MINE, 
SHE’S NOT MINE”: See 
Friday, Feb. 19. 

DANCE, “GOING BACK 
TO WORK”: See Friday, 
Feb. 19. 

ALICE!”: See Friday, Feb. 
19. 

THEATER, “MAKING IT”: See 
Friday, Feb. 19. 

THEATER, “NEW HOPE 
CITY”: See Friday, Feb. 19. 

COME — A CYCLE OF 
BAD PLAYS”: See Friday, 
Feb. 19. 

MUSIC, SPOKEN WORD: 
Featuring Boo Boo Cousins 
and Blis. $10. 8 pm. Wil-
liamsburg Music Center 
[367 Bedford Ave. at South 
Fifth Street in Williams-
burg, (718) 384-1654], 
www.wmcjazz.org. 

MUSIC, MAN IN GRAY, EL 
JEZEL, COYOTE EYES: 
$8. 8 pm. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue 
in Park Slope, (718) 638-
4400], www.unionhallny.
com. 

CERT: Selections by Haydn, 
Mendelssohn and Brahms. 
$35 ($30 senior, $15 stu-
dent). Bargemusic [Fulton 
Ferry Landing, Old Fulton 
Street and Furman Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 624-2083], 
www.bargemusic.org. 

JERSEY SHORE DANCE 
PARTY: Celebration of 
everyone’s favorite guilty 
pleasure MTV show. Come 
in costume. Free. Midnight. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638-4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

SALES AND MARKETS

KET: Brooklyn’s answer to 
Union Square. 9 am–4 pm. 
Grand Army Plaza [Union 
Street at Flatbush Avenue 
in Park Slope, (212) 788-
7900], cenyc.org. 

 Free. 
9 am–5 pm. PS 321 school-
yard (Seventh Avenue and 
First Street in Park Slope), 
www.parkslopefl eamar-
ket.com. 

BROOKLYN FLEA: Indoor 
crafts and antique market. 
Free. 10 am–5 pm. One 
Hanson Place (1 Hanson Pl. 
at Ashland Street in Fort 
Greene), www.brown-
stoner.com/brooklynfl ea. 

ARTISTS AND FLEAS: Free. 
Noon–8 pm. Artists and 
Fleas (129 N. Sixth St. be-
tween Bedford Avenue and 
Berry Street in Williams-
burg), www.artistsandfl eas.
com. 

OTHER
FILM, “NOTHING BUT THE 

TRUTH”: See Friday, Feb. 
19. 

PRACTICE LSAT EXAM: 
Princeton Review offers 
full-length test to law 
school applicants; times 
vary. Free. St. Francis Col-
lege [180 Remsen St., be-
tween Court and Clinton 
streets in Brooklyn Heights, 
(800) 273-8439]. 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
TOURNAMENT: 9 am-8 
pm. See Friday, Feb. 19. 

ITY FESTIVAL: Hands-on 
and building workshops 
and demonstrations, from 
setting individual and 
group World Records to 
learning how to fi x com-
mon household objects. 
Free. Invisible Dog [51 Ber-
gen St. between Boerum 
Place and Smith Street 

 Part of the Afri-
can Diaspora Film Festival. 
$12 ($9 seniors, $8 students 
and children). 3:40 pm. 
BAM Rose Cinema [30 
Lafayette Ave. at Ashland 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4129], www.bam.org. 

FILM, “THE DHAMMA 
BROTHERS”: This docu-
mentary fi lm follows on 
four inmates, all convicted 
of murder, who enroll in a 
prison meditation program 
at Donaldson Correctional 
Facility in Alabama. Free. 
4 pm. Brooklyn Public 
Library’s Central branch 
[Flatbush Avenue at East-
ern Parkway in Grand Army 
Plaza in Park Slope, (718) 
230-2100]. 

ART OPENING, “EMITTING 
EVANESCENT BEAUTY”: 
Works by Akiyuki Ina. 7–10 
pm. Open Source Gallery 
[255 17th St. between Fifth 
and Sixth avenues, (646) 
279-3969 or (917) 541-6056]. 

SUN, FEB. 21

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
TOUR, BROOKLYN BOTANIC 

GARDEN: 1 pm. See Satur-
day, Feb. 20. 

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “THE TROJAN 

WOMEN”: 2 pm. See Fri-
day, Feb. 19. 

ATRESPORTS”: Freestyle 
Repertory Theatre pres-
ents an improvised show. 
$8 children (Adults free). 
Gallery Players [199 14th 
St., between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues in Park Slope, 
(718) 595-0547 x3], gallery-
players.com. 

MUSIC, JESSICA JONES 
AND FRIENDS: $6. 
Noon–3:30 pm. Puppet’s 
Jazz Bar [481 Fifth Ave. at 
11th Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 499-2622], www.pup-
petsjazz.com. 

MUSIC, MAPLE STREET, 
BLAME THE PATIENT, 

ANTS, THE BAD HABITS, 
MASS EFFECT: $10. 1 pm. 
Southpaw [125 Fifth Ave. 
at St. Johns Place in Park 
Slope, (718) 230-0236], 
www.spsounds.com. 

DANCE, “DON QUIXOTE”: 
Presented by The Israel 
Ballet. $20-$30. 2 pm. 
Brooklyn Center for the 
Performing Arts at Brook-
lyn College [2900 Cam-
pus Rd. at Hillel Place in 
Flatbush, (718) 951-4500], 
www.brooklyncenteron-
line.org. 

CERT: Selections by Haydn, 
Mendelssohn and Brahms. 
See Saturday, Feb. 20. 

MUSIC, “THE BARTERED 
BRIDE”: The Brooklyn 
Symphonic Opera will per-
form Smetana’s classic. $15 
adults, free for children. 3 
pm. The Church of St. Ann 
and the Holy Trinity [157 
Montague St. between 
Henry and Clinton streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
852-0677], www.brooklyn-
symphonyorchestra.org. 

THEATER, “CAROLINE, OR 
CHANGE”: See Friday, 
Feb. 19. 

THEATER, “MAKING IT”: See 
Friday, Feb. 19. 

MUSIC, PHENOMENAL 
HANDCLAP BAND: Band 
helps kick off new monthly 
festival, Local X Local, 
which celebrates Brooklyn’s 
art and music community. 
Free. 7 pm. Brooklyn Bowl 
[61 Wythe Ave. between 
N. 11th and N. 12th streets 
in Williamsburg, (718) 963-
3369], www.brooklynbowl.
com. 

MUSIC, THE COMMITTEE: 
$6. 7–10 pm. Puppet’s 
Jazz Bar [481 Fifth Ave. at 
11th Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 499-2622], www.pup-
petsjazz.com. 

MUSIC, MARIKA HUGHES: 
Performing originals and 
a few covers. $10. 8 pm. 
Jalopy [315 Columbia St. at 
Woodhull Street in Colum-
bia Street Waterfront, (718) 
395-3214], www.jalopy.biz. 

SALES AND MARKETS
 9 

am–5 pm. See Saturday, 
Feb. 20. 

BROOKLYN FLEA: Indoor 
crafts and antique market. 
10 am–5 pm. See Saturday, 
Feb. 20. 

GREENMARKET AND 
MARKERS MARKET: 
Crafts and produce under 
the same roof. 10 am–5 
pm. Old American Can 
Factory (232 Third St. be-
tween Third and Fourth av-
enues in Gowanus), www.
communitymarkets.biz.

ARTISTS AND FLEAS: 
Noon–8 pm. See Saturday, 
Feb. 20. 

OTHER
FILM, “ARUGBA”: Part of 

the African Diaspora Film 
Festival. 5 pm. See Friday, 
Feb. 19. 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
TOURNAMENT: See Fri-
day, Feb. 19. 

ITY FESTIVAL: See Satur-
day, Feb. 20. 

FORM DISCUSSION: Led 
by Dr. Ollie Fein. 11 am–
12:30 pm. Brooklyn Society 
for Ethical Culture [53 Pros-
pect Park West at Second 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
768-2972], www.bsec.org. 

FILM, “SPEEDY”: See Satur-
day, Feb. 20. 

FILM, DOCUMENTARIES ON 

PIONEERS: Featuring 
“Willa Beatrice Brown: An 
American Aviator” and “A 
Child Shall Lead Them.” 
Free. 1:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Public Library at Central 
Branch [Eastern Parkway at 
Flatbush Avenue in Grand 
Army Plaza in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 230.2100], 
www.brooklynpublicli-
brary.org. 

READING, “DODGERS”: Fol-
lows the tumultuous fi rst 
year of marriage during the 
1955 World Championship 
run. Free. 2:30 pm. Brook-
lyn Public Library Kings 
Highway branch [2115 
Ocean Ave. between Kings 
Highway and Quentin Road 
in Kings Highway, (718) 
339-2783], www.brooklyn-
publiclibrary.org. 

OPEN MIC: 5–8 pm. Pete’s 
Candy Store [709 Lorimer 
St. at Richardson Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 302-
3770], www.petescandys-
tore.com. 

FILM, “YOUSSOU N’DOUR 
— RETURN TO GOREE”: 
Part of the African Diaspora 
Film Festival. $12 ($9 se-
niors, $8 students and chil-
dren). 9:50 pm. BAM Rose 
Cinema [30 Lafayette Ave. 
at Ashland Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4129], 
www.bam.org. 

Continued from page 8

The Israeli Ballet brings “Don Quixote” to the Brook-
lyn Center for the Performing Arts on Feb. 21.

See 9 DAYS on page 11

in Cobble Hill, (347) 981-
4186], www.theinvisible-
dog.org. 

FILM, “SPEEDY”: Harold 
Lloyd’s classic silent movie. 
12:30 and 2 pm. New York 
Transit Museum [Boerum 
Place at Schermerhorn 
Street in Downtown, (718) 
694-1600]. 

TOMS — THE SEARCH 
FOR THE AMERICAN 
DREAM”: Part of the Afri-
can Diaspora Film Festival. 
$12 ($9 seniors, $8 students 
and children). 2 pm. BAM 
Rose Cinema [30 Lafayette 
Ave. at Ashland Place in 
Fort Greene, (718) 636-
4129], www.bam.org. 

FILM, “WHEN THE CITY 
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BAM 2010 Spring Season  
 TICKETS: BAM.ORG / 718.636.4100
 BAM, PETER JAY SHARP BUILDING, 30 LAFAYETTE AVE, BROOKLYN

BAM 2010 Spring Season sponsor:

Leadership support provided by  
The Jerome Robbins Foundation, Inc.

“...a spellbinder…
a symbol of his times.” 

—THE NEW YORKER

CHOREOGRAPHY BY MARK MORRIS

LOOKY  
NY PREMIERE

SOCRATES  
WORLD PREMIERE

BEHEMOTH

FEB 23—27 ONLY!
TICKETS START AT $20

SAT & SUN, FEB 27 & 28 
AGES 2—13
43 kids’ films from 19 countries plus 
concerts, puppet shows, kid-friendly 
food, and other fun all day!

12th Annual

TICKETS: BAM.ORG / 718.777.FILM (order by name of movie or program)

BAM ROSE CINEMAS / PETER JAY SHARP BUILDING / 30 LAFAYETTE AVE / BROOKLYN

Presented in association with the Chicago 
International Children’s Film Festival
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The worst — and best — V Day

By Louise Crawford

Smartmom spent Val-
entine’s Day 1991 in 
Lenox Hill Hospital 

five months pregnant with 
Teen Spirit, suffering from 
symptoms of pre-term la-
bor. She stayed in the hos-
pital for a month so that her 
baby wouldn’t be born four 
months early. 
 His due date was June 12.

 By Valentine’s Day, Smart-
mom had already been in the 
hospital two weeks since 
the night she hemorrhaged 
in their East Village apart-
ment and raced over to the 
hospital terrified that her 
baby was no longer alive.
 When she got to the pre-
natal ward, a sonogram re-
vealed, thankfully, that the ba-

by’s heart was still beating; she 
was told that she was having 
early contractions. If the baby 
was born, he would never sur-
vive: his lungs were too small. 
She was given massive doses 
of Terbutaline, a drug that re-
laxes the uterus, in order to 
stabilize the contractions.
 Smartmom was under strict 
orders to remain calm. “Don’t 
laugh or cry,” her obstetrician 
told her in his thick Romanian 
accent. “Anything can cause 
contractions.” She wasn’t al-
lowed to get out of bed and had 
to use a bedpan. It was pretty 
awful. But staying calm was 
hardest of all.
 CALM? How can you be 
calm in a situation like that?
 Hepcat, like Smartmom, 
was a basket-case, during the 
first week of her hospitaliza-
tion. Outside of Smartmom’s 
hospital room, the doctor 
filled him with a terrifying 
picture of what might happen 
if the baby was born early. 
Hepcat didn’t dare tell Smart-
mom because he thought it 
might agitate her and cause 
contractions. 
 Hepcat didn’t shave for 
days and every day he ar-
rived at the hospital looking 
scuzzier and scuzzier as his 
whiskers grew in. That wor-
ried Smartmom. Things must 

really be bad she remembers 
thinking. She was very re-
lieved when he finally shaved 
after about seven days.
 That gave Smartmom 
hope. 
 The weeks that Smartmom 
spent in the hospital were 
probably the most stress-
ful of her life. When things 
were touch-and-go, she felt 
like her doctor — and even 
her relatives — thought that 
it might be prudent to have 

 Luckily, with each pass-
ing day, the baby got bigger 
and the risk of pre-term la-
bor seemed to diminish. The 
medication was working and 
Smartmom held out hope. 
 On Valentine’s Day, Hepcat 
made Smartmom a beautiful 
valentine. He photographed 
a red plastic heart toy with 
arms and little legs in black 
shoes. It was holding a sign 
that said, in Hepcat’s hand-
writing, “I Love You.”

 It made Smartmom cry.
 During that time in the hos-
pital, Smartmom had so much 
love and support from Hepcat, 
her family and friends. Her 
parents, who divorced years 
before and were rarely in the 
same room together, were at 
the hospital day after day, side 
by side (able for the first time 
to overlook their own differ-
ences in the face of this emer-
gency).
 Diaper Diva, her cousins, 
aunts, and friends, including 
Best and Oldest, who figured 
out how to wash Smartmom’s 
hair while she lay in bed, all 
rallied round. They brought 
food, books, magazines. One 
friend gave Smartmom cas-
sette tapes of his favorite eth-
nic music, another brought a 
delicious creme brulée from 
a French bistro, still another 
gave her an adorable stuffed 
dog that sat on top of the hos-
pital TV like a mascot.
 Diaper Diva was asked by 
Smartmom’s doctor to give 
blood (just in case). At first 
she was told that she was too 
thin to give blood. While she 
was disappointed about not 
being able to give blood, she 
was THRILLED to be too 
thin. They told her to go out 
and have a big meal and then 
come back later. 
 Smartmom remembers 
wanting to connect with the 
baby, but she was afraid be-
cause she thought she might 
lose him. A wise person (OK, 
it was the therapist she was see-
ing at the time) told her to attach 
to the baby inside of her.
 “If something does hap-
pen, you will deal with the 
loss then,” she said. 
 And so she did. She soared 
at the art of positive, even 
magical, thinking. And you 
know what? It worked. 
 After a month in the hos-
pital, she and Hepcat moved 
in with Manhattan Granny 
for the rest of the pregnancy. 
When she hit the 38th week, 
the doctor said it was OK to 
move around.
 And then they waited some 
more. Teen Spirit was born 
on his due date. The delivery 
nurse screamed out, “He’s 
cute.” Indeed, he was the 
most adorable — and be-
loved — baby in the world.

an abortion.
 It was a 
wrenching time. 
Smartmom was 
so excited to 
have a baby. 
But she was also 
terrified that he 
would have ter-
rible birth de-
fects.

PARENTKIDS SCHOOL STYLE TEENS CAMPS MUSIC

FRI, FEB. 19
 Explore the 

salt marsh. Salt Marsh Na-
ture Center [3302 Avenue 
U in Marine Park, (718) 
421-2021]. 

 Storytime with 
Emily. Moxie Spot [81 Atlan-
tic Ave. between Hicks and 
Henry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

 Indoor activi-
ties. Participate in traditional 
winter activities, such as 
making your own Nine-Man 
Morris playing board, 
sharpening dowels and 
creating beribboned hoops. 
Free. Lefferts Historic House 
[Enter Prospect Park at Flat-
bush Avenue at Empire Bou-
levard in Prospect Lefferts 
Gardens, (718) 789-2822], 
www.prospectpark.org. 

SAT, FEB. 20
 Story time for 

kids. Greenlight Bookstore 
[686 Fulton St. between 
South Elliott Place and South 
Portland Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 246-0200], 
abookstoreinbrooklyn.
blogspot.com. 

 
“Robin Hood — Prince of 
Monsters.” $5. Brooklyn 
Lyceum [227 Fourth Ave. 
at President Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 857-4816], 
www.brooklynlyceum.com. 

 Indoor activi-
ties. See Friday, Feb. 19.

 Pup-
pet show, “The Emperor’s 
New Clothes” and “The 
Snow Queen.” $8 (kids, $7). 
Puppetworks [338 Sixth 
Ave. at Fourth Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 965-3391], 
www.puppetworks.org. 

 Tammy Hall. 
Songs and stories from 
Africa, America and the 
Caribbean. Free. Brooklyn 
Public Library’s Central 
branch [Flatbush Avenue at 
Eastern Parkway in Grand 
Army Plaza in Park Slope, 
(718) 230-2100].

 Family scavenger 
hunt with the Urban Park 
Rangers. Prospect Park’s 
Wollman Rink (Parkside 
and Ocean avenues in Park 
Slope). Call 311 for info. 

 Science power 
hour. Learn about nature. 
Prospect Park Audubon 
Center [Enter park at 
Lincoln Road and Ocean 
Avenue in Prospect Park, 
(718) 287-3400], www.
prospectpark.org/audu-
bon. 

SUN, FEB. 21
 Environmental 

stories, with follow-up 
activities. Free. Salt Marsh 
Nature Center [East 33rd 
Street and Avenue U in 
Marine Park, (718) 421-
2021], www.nyc.gov/parks/
rangers. 

 “Robin 
Hood — Prince of Mon-
sters.” See Saturday, Feb. 
20.

 Indoor activi-
ties. See Friday, Feb. 19.

 Pup-
pet show, “The Emperor’s 
New Clothes” and “The 
Snow Queen.” See Satur-
day, Feb. 20.

 Science power 
hour. See Saturday, Feb. 20.

MON, FEB. 22
 Storytime with 

Emily. See Friday, Feb. 19.

TUES, FEB. 23
 Singalong with 

Lloyd. Moxie Spot [81 Atlan-
tic Ave. between Hicks and 
Henry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com.

WED, FEB. 24
 Storytime with Emily. 

See Friday, Feb. 19.

THURS, FEB. 25
 Dance around with 

Nat. Moxie Spot [81 Atlan-
tic Ave. between Hicks and 
Henry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com.

 Nintendo Wii sports 
night. Moxie Spot (see 
venue info above).

SAT, FEB. 27
 Story time for 

kids. See Saturday, Feb. 20.
 BAMKids 

Film Festival. Forty-three 
short and feature length 
children’s films from 19 
countries. BAM Rose 
Cinema [30 Lafayette Ave. 
at Ashland Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4129], 
www.bam.org. 

 Gina Samardge 
plays traditional, original 
and multi-cultural songs. 
$18 (siblings $2). Gumbo 
[493 Atlantic Ave. between 
Nevins Street and Third 
Avenue in Boerum Hill, 
(718) 855-7808]. 

 Puppet 
show, “The Emperor’s New 
Clothes” and “The Snow 
Queen.” See Saturday, 
Feb. 20.

 Science power 
hour. See Saturday, Feb. 20.

 Kid-friendly arts 
and crafts. Make thumb 
print animals, hand art with 
pompoms and more. $5. 
Word [126 Franklin St. at 
Milton Street in Greenpoint, 
(718) 383-0096], word-
brooklyn.wordpress.com.

FAMILY CALENDAR

To list your event, visit: BrooklynPaper.com/events/submit763 President St.  718-230-5255

DAY SCHOOL, INC.

SUMMER AT

A professional staff provides a warm stimulating 
environment for your child 2.3 – 5 years old

2, 3, 4, or 5 mornings, afternoons or full days.

COME JOIN IN THE FUN!

2 floors of Restaurant and Play Space 
81 Atlantic Ave (@Hicks)  718-923-9710  
Serving Breakfast, Lunch, & Dinner 
10am—8:30pm, 7 days a week! 
 

FREE WEEKNIGHT KID’S MEAL!! 
 

Enjoy a Dinner Entrée or Special  
get a Free Kid Combo, Pizza, Pasta or Mac & Cheese 

Mon -Thurs 5:30p - 8:30p 

THE 

SPOT 

Evening Activities are all Free, Daytime Entry Fee is $2.50/child 
Visit www.themoxiespot.com for More info  

Family Disco Party 
2nd Saturdays, 6pm 

Beatles Rock Band Night 
1st and 3rd Saturdays, 6pm 

Plus Fri Movie Night, Sun Bingo Night & Thurs Wii Night! 

EVENING 

Singalong,  Storytimes,  Dance Around      
1  Tu 11a    M/F 11:30a, W 1p       Th 11a DAYTIME 

Come Together 
with Family & Friends 

“Frogs and Toads” is 
among the films at the 
BAM Kids Film Festival 
on Feb. 27 and 28.

Lafayette Ave. at Ashland 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4129], www.bam.org. 

WED, FEB. 24
 See 

Tuesday, Feb. 23. 
 

6:15 pm. See Monday, 
Feb. 22. 

 
8:30 pm. See Saturday, 
Feb. 20. 

PANEL DISCUSSION ON 
 

Several professors discuss 
the representation of 
African-Americans in the 
media. Free. 10 am. Atrium 
Amphitheater [300 Jay 
Street, (718) 260-5205].

 Explore Green-
Wood Cemetery. 1 pm. 
Green-Wood Cemetery 
[25th St. at Fifth Avenue in 
Green-Wood Heights, (718) 
768-7300], www.green-
woodcemetery.org. 

 
Slide presentation of Cuba 
during the 1990s by photo-
journalist Janis Lewin. Free. 
3 pm. Kumble Theater 
at Long Island University 
[DeKalb and Flatbush av-
enues in Downtown, (718) 
488-1624], www.brooklyn.
liu.edu/KumbleTheater. 

 
With Pulitzer Prize-winning 
playwright Lynn Nottage. 
Free. 6:30 pm. Kumble 
Theater at Long Island 
University [DeKalb and 
Flatbush avenues in Down-
town, (718) 488-1624], 
www.brooklyn.liu.edu/
KumbleTheater. 

 
Theater historian Cezar Del 
Valle talks about three the-
atrical districts. Free. 7 pm. 
Brooklyn Public Library’s 
Central branch [Flatbush 
Avenue at Eastern Parkway 
in Grand Army Plaza in Park 
Slope, (718) 230-2100]. 

MUSIC, ROOTS AND 
 Weekly Ameri-

can folk showcase. $5. 9 
pm. Jalopy [315 Columbia 
St. at Woodhull Street 
in Columbia Street Wa-
terfront, (718) 395-3214], 
www.jalopy.biz. 

THURS, FEB. 25

 See Friday, 
Feb. 19. 

 
Featuring photographs by 
Amy Williams. 6–8 pm. 440 
Gallery [440 Sixth Avenue 
in Park Slope, (718) 499-
3844], www.440gallery.
com. 

 New poet laureate 
Tina Chang picks up where 
late great Ken Siegelman 
left off. 6:30 pm. Barnes 
and Noble Park Slope 
[267 Seventh Ave. at Sixth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
832-9066]. 

 
Author of “American 
Moses.” Free. 6:30 pm. 
James E. Davis Building 
(70 Hanson Pl. between 
South Portland Avenue and 

South Elliott Place in Fort 
Greene), www.american-
moses.com. 

 Author of “The Dead 
Beat.” Free. 7 pm. Brook-
lyn Public Library’s Central 
branch [Flatbush Avenue at 
Eastern Parkway in Grand 
Army Plaza in Park Slope, 
(718) 230-2100]. 

 
Author of “The Art of Eat-
ing In: How I Learned to 
Stop Spending and Love 
the Stove.” 7:30 pm. Word 
[126 Franklin St. at Milton 
Street in Greenpoint, (718) 
383-0096], wordbrooklyn.
wordpress.com. 

DANCE, MARK MORRIS 
 See Tuesday, 

Feb. 23. 

 See Friday, Feb. 19. 

 See Friday, 
Feb. 19. 

 
Funny lady-country trio. 
8 pm. Pete’s Candy Store 
[709 Lorimer St. at Richard-
son Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 302-3770], www.pet-
escandystore.com. 

 Rob 
Schwimmer on piano 
and theremin. $25 ($20 
senior, $10 student). 8 
pm. Bargemusic [Fulton 
Ferry Landing, Old Fulton 
Street and Furman Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 624-2083], 
www.bargemusic.org. 

FRI, FEB. 26
 

DUMBO Arts Center [30 
Washington St. between 
Plymouth and Water 
streets in DUMBO, (718) 
694-0831], www.dum-
boartscenter.org. 

 Author of “Let the 
Great World Spin.” 7 pm. 
PowerHouse Arena [37 
Main St. at Water Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 666-3049], 
www.powerhousearena.
com. 

 Eclecti-
cally infl uenced folk/jazz 
songwriter and food activ-
ist hosts a vegetarian din-
ner for the Brooklyn Food 
Coalition. Location given 
upon ticket purchase. $50. 
7 pm. Call (917) 693-3155. 

DANCE, MARK MORRIS 
 See Tuesday, 

Feb. 23. 
 See Friday, 

Feb. 19. 

 See Friday, Feb. 19. 

 See Friday, 
Feb. 19. 

FILM, INDEPENDENT FILM 
 Live DJ set 

and video game night also 
on tap for the night. Free. 
9 pm. Sandbox (257 Grand 
St. at Roebling Street in 
Williamsburg). 

SAT, FEB. 27

OUTDOORS AND TOURS

 1 pm. See Satur-
day, Feb. 20. 

PERFORMANCE

 See Friday, 
Feb. 19. 

 

Enjoy traditional, original 
and multi-cultural songs 
and rhymes by the guitar-
ist. Call to reserve. $18 
(siblings $2). Gumbo [493 
Atlantic Ave. between 
Nevins Street and Third Av-
enue in Boerum Hill, (718) 
855-7808]. 

 St. Luke’s Orchestra 
honors Henry Purcell’s 
350th birthday. $35. 2 pm. 
Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638-5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

 
World premiere of a new 
opera by Susan Stoderl, 
presented by Brooklyn 
Repertory Opera. $20. 3 
pm. Littlefi eld [622 Degraw 
St. between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues in Gowanus, 
(718) 855-3388], www.
littlefi eldnyc.com. 

MUSIC, NINA SIMONE 
 Features singer 

Chanda Rule. 4 pm. Brook-
lyn Public Library’s Central 
branch [Flatbush Avenue at 
Eastern Parkway in Grand 
Army Plaza in Park Slope, 
(718) 230-2100]. 

DANCE, MARK MORRIS 
 See Tuesday, 

Feb. 23. 

 See Friday, Feb. 19. 

 See Friday, 
Feb. 19. 

 See 
Saturday, Feb. 20. 

 
Eugene Mirman hosts a 
night of comedy and music. 
$10. 8 pm. The Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643-6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

MUSIC, CLASSICAL 
 Selections 

by Beethoven. $35 ($30 
senior, $15 student). 
Bargemusic [Fulton Ferry 
Landing, Old Fulton Street 
and Furman Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 624-2083], 
www.bargemusic.org. 

SALES AND MARKETS

 See Saturday, Feb. 20. 
 See 

Saturday, Feb. 20. 
 See Satur-

day, Feb. 20. 
 See 

Saturday, Feb. 20. 

OTHER

 Forty-three short and 
feature length children’s 
fi lms from 19 countries. 
BAM Rose Cinema [30 
Lafayette Ave. at Ashland 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4129], www.bam.org. 

 For 
new students; pre-regis-
tration required. 11:30 am. 
The Exercise Studio [2073 
86th St, between 20th and 
21st avenues in Benson-
hurst, (718) 373-3747], 
www.exercisestudio1.com. 

 See 
Friday, Feb. 26. 

 Led by author 
Rachel Kramer Bussel. 
Shag [108 Roebling St. at 
North Sixth Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (347) 721-3302], 
www.weloveshag.com. 

Continued from page 10

By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

 The bargains at One Greene Sushi Lounge 
weren’t only on the menu — but in the pay-
roll. 
 A pair of disgruntled ex-waiters at an estab-
lished Fort Greene sushi restaurant has filed 
complaints with the state Labor Department, 
alleging that the workers were 
paid well below the min-
imum wage while serv-
ing up delicious spicy tuna 
rolls.
 It’s the second time in 
four months that restaurant 
workers have come forward 
with tales of gross under-
payment, long hours and no 
overtime. Last year, the La-
bor Department actually  doled 
out fines  to two dozen Park 
Slope restaurants that alleg-
edly underpaid workers.
 In the case of One Greene, 
waiters say they were paid $20 
for a seven-hour shift — amount-
ing to a measly $2.85 an hour — 
a sum far beneath the minimum 
wage for servers of $4.60.
 When one of the waiters, Christopher Herb, 
alerted owner Kay Sung in late January that he 
had filed a formal complaint, Sung panicked and 
closed the restaurant the next day, going so far 
as to put newspaper in the windows, Herb said. 
Sung then claimed that she was going to close 
the place for good.
 “I was going to close the restaurant, but I 
didn’t do anything wrong,” said Sung, the owner 
and manager of the eatery at Greene and Fulton 
streets. “Then I decided, ‘If I close that means 

I did something wrong.’ ”
 Sung did admit paying sub-par wages — just 
not as low as what the complaints claim — but 
insisted her intentions were good.
 “Usually when the wait staff comes in, they 
need cash under the table,” Sung explained. “If I 
put them on the payroll, they get less than what 

they could make. I try to help young 
people in the bad economy.”
 Both ex-waiters also al-
leged that the kitchen staff 
was paid terrible wages — 
around $300 a week for 12-
hour shifts, six days per week 
— which would work out to 
$4.16 an hour (The Brook-
lyn Paper could not confirm 
that allegation). Sung said 
the kitchen staff was paid 
$11 an hour.
     “If they don’t make 
money from me, why do 
they stay here?” Sung 
pleaded, echoing the 
logic of many Park Slope 
restaurateurs during last 

year’s labor crackdown.
 A spokeswoman with the Department of La-

bor confirmed that the two complaints had been 
received, but could not comment on when an in-
vestigation would be concluded.
 Both waiters said they repeatedly complained 
to Sung about the low pay, but to no avail. The 
pair are back on the job market.
 Herb, 33, moved to Brooklyn only six months 
ago from California. He said he took the One 
Greene gig out of desperation after not being 
able to find a job.
 “It’s pretty hard [finding a job] in the win-
ter, in this economy,” Herb said. “But this is a 

Workers say that restaurant stiffed them

Some workers claim that they were 
cheated on wages at One Greene in Fort 
Greene.
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State probe outs Slope pay fraud

Restaurants paid as 

little as $2.75 per hour

enth Avenue 

ound G train. 

and sent the 

By Stephen Brown

The Brooklyn Paper

 First, Park Slope residents had 

to feel bad about eating non-or-

ganic food and having a high 

carbon footprint. Now, they even 

have to confront their liberal 

guilt when ordering in.

 Last week, the state Labor 

Department claimed that  25 

Slope restaurants  underpaid 

their mostly immigrant work-

ers as little as $2.75 per hour — 

a charge that has left Park Slope 

reeling, as customers struggle 

to reconcile their political sym-

pathies with their appetites.

 Much-loved stalwarts such as 

Aunt Suzie’s, Taqueria, Bogota, 

Sette, Coco Roco, Olive Vine, 

Uncle Moe’s and Bagel World 

were caught in the dragnet, 

which included fines and nego-

tiated settlements that stemmed 

from more than $910,000 in al-

legedly underpaid wages.

 “Wage theft happens not only 

in dimly lit factories or grim de-

pressed neighborhoods,” state 

Labor Commissioner Patricia 

Smith said in a statement. “Even 

our very nicest neighborhoods 

sometimes have sweatshops on 

their main streets.”

 The investigation — which 

comes in the wake of a sweep 

 earlier in the year in Bushwick  

— came only as a result of ca-

sual conversations that Labor 

Department workers, who hap-

pen to live in Park Slope, had 

with their food deliverymen.

 Eventually, 16 investigators 

descended on the neighborhood, 
More than two dozen Park Slope restaurants were slapped by 

the state Labor Department last week for allegedly underpay-

ing their workers and deliverymen. And where’s the helmet?
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See PARK  on page 6

i hth crazy night

SEE PAGE 6

war I’m willing to wage. You got to stand up 
for what you believe in.”
 But Sung felt wronged by the whole ordeal 
as well. 
 “If I did something wrong, I’ll take the pen-
alty,” Sung said. “But this really hurt me emo-
tionally. I’ve been betrayed by people who I 
tried to help.”

By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

 Dog lovers across the borough 
remain on high alert after a creepy 
Craigslist post threatened to poison 
pooches with deadly dog treats.
 “Too many dogs!” read the post, 
which has since been taken down 
by the Web site. “Too many piss-
ing and s—ting everywhere. Kill 
them! Cull the herd! I am leaving 
poison in bits of meat and gravy 
dog food. Poison the dogs!!”
 The good news? No evidence of 
poison has been found, according 
to the Parks Department. But the 
agency isn’t burying its head.
 “We are aware of the threat, and 
although it may well be a hoax, we are 
taking it seriously,” said Parks De-

partment spokesman Phil Abramson. 
“We are working with the NYPD, 
the Department of Health, Animal 
Care and Control, and the ASPCA 
to investigate the matter. 
 “We are also, out of an abundance 
of caution, notifying dog run groups 
and users so they can be alert to pos-
sible malicious acts. Parks Patrol 
will be spot-checking dog runs,” 
Abramson added.
 The Craigslist post was removed 
from the popular online classified 
site soon after it was posted, thanks 
to vigilance by dog owners, includ-
ing Dyker Heights Civic Associa-
tion communications director and 
animal lover Jennifer DeFrank, who 
sent out an e-mail blast cautioning 
pet owners.

 “If you use the Dyker Beach dog 
run or Owls Head Park, or know a 
dog owner who does, please read 
and pass along,” wrote DeFrank.
 Most dog lovers remain un-
daunted by the freaky report, cou-
rageously walking their dogs de-
spite the threat.
 “I think it’s a nut job,” said Rissa 
Peckar, who owns two dogs in Ma-
rine Park.
 “They [the Parks Department] 
don’t want to dismiss any threat and 
we should all be cautious all of the 
time.”
 Caution about the would-be se-
rial pooch poisoner spread citywide 
on the wings of animal blogs and 
other Web sites this week.

— with Stephen Witt

Crazed pooch poisoner 
not very likely, says Parks

Now, who would want to poi-
son this dog?
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Preferred 
Health 
Partners 
is UNFAIR 
to workers.

Most unfair of all, Preferred Health Partners is preparing 
to lock workers out of their jobs unless the union agrees to 
management’s demands. 

ANYONE IS PREFERABLE TO 
PREFERRED HEALTH PARTNERS.
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Branch Managers
Business Development
Officers

www.GreatNYCBankingJobs.com
We value the benefits of a diverse work force and encourage all to
apply. EOE M/F/D/V

unlimitedp o t en t i a l .
Around eve r y co rne r.

Send resume to Corie@successadv.com

Are You
A RN seeking something entirely different than the everyday
case management of patients? Are you PRI and Screen Certi-
fied? Do you have a current New York State RN License? We
may have the position that may be of interest to you.

RN Home Care Case
Manager

Through our Department of Health Contract you will have an opportunity to meet
clients and evaluate if they are candidates for our Social Services Programs in the
five boroughs of New York. It is an opportunity to work in a professional environ-
ment as part of a team while exercising independence through scheduling your work
days in the office or in any of the five boroughs.

An excellent benefits package comes with the position and an opportunity to be on
the “ground floor” of changes to Community Health Care.

Dental Assistant
Training Program

 P/T Eves. Begins early  
March in Bklyn, Queens, L.I.  

& Westchester. 
Placement assist. Est. 25  

Yrs.  Lic. by NYSED.
1-888-595-3282 ext. 23

MEDICAL 
HELP WANTED

 MEDICAL HELP WANTED

ADVOCACY UNLIMITED

Marijo Gillis, RN, BCN,  
CCRN 212-427-0587

www.EliteBodiesbyJJones.com

8th Avenue at 14th St.

Adult Ed Hebrew School
Rabbi Carie Carter

Park Slope's Egalitarian,
Conservation Synagogue

Union 
           Temple

 Park Slope’s Friendliest 
Congregation 

SHABBAT SERVICES
Friday nights                               6:30pm 
Plus Pot Luck Dinner every  First Friday 
Every 4th Friday                         8:00pm
Saturday Mornings                    10:30am

17 Eastern Parkway
 Across from Library @ Grand Army Plaza 

718-638-7600 
www.uniontemple.org

uniontemple@uniontemple.org

Magician & Comical Nerd

AUTOS WANTED

My car went 
to Heaven!

DONATE YOUR AUTO

Society of 
St. Vincent de Paul

To Advertise Call 718-260-2588

Our Customers

GET THEIR
MONEY’$ WORTH

To Place Your Ad Call or Fax

To Advertise Call
718-260-2588

To Advertise 
Call

718-260-2588

To Advertise Call
718-260-2588

R E A C H  A  W H O L E 
N E W  M A R K E T  I N

T h i s  S e a s o n !

R E A C H  A  W H O L E 
N E W  M A R K E T  I N

T h i s  S e a s o n !

To Advertise Call
718-260-2588

FOLLOW US ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper
It’s what all the cool kids are doing.
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One Day Bath Solutions!
Save up to 90% replacement cost

Expert Reglazing for:
Bathtubs & Sinks
Wall & Floor Tile
Refinished Like New
Finished in any color

Now selling tub and 
sink fixtures, shower 

doors and a wide 
variety of bath vanities 
and medicine cabinets

Premier Baths Inc.
718-238-8460
1-866-399-TUBS (8827)
www.premierbathsinc.com

10 Year 
Warranty

LIC. 1289423

NEW HEIGHTS
CONSTRUCTION LLC
Siding  Windows  Roofing  Fences
Kitchens  Baths  Basements  Decks
Doors  Awnings  Patio Enclosures
Brick Pointing  Concrete Stucco

800-525-5102
718-767-0044

FALL SPECIALS ON WINDOWS

ARCHITECT &
INTERIOR DESIGNER

  

Martin della Paolera
ARCHITECT

CARPENTRY PLUS

Denton Cleaning
What’s Your Time Worth?
Leave the cleaning to US!
Residential & Commercial

Fully Insured & Bonded

917 796-9830
718 333-1181

Celebrating 20 Years

FREE ESTIMATES InsuredLicense #
904813

You got ‘em, 
we get ‘em!

Call for a FREE
Consultation

1-800-BUGS-375

www.WeGetThem.com

1-800-284-7375

The

-TERMINATOR-TERMINATORXX ™

Don’t wait for an 
infestation! 

Precautionary spray 

only $25.00  
First Floor & Basement

 
With coupon • One per home or apt. • Exp. 4/30/10

COUPONCOUPON

PLUS!

Bedbug &Termite Specialists

Very Low Prices
Full Service Fast Deliveries

FIVE STAR CARTING INC.

718-349-7555

RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL

Serving All
of NYC

Mention Brooklyn Papers For Special Service Rates In Your Area

FAST
SERVICE

FREE
ESTIMATE

One Call Does It All

DECKS
 by Bart

Free Estimates
Call Bart:

20+ years experience

We build year round
Plan Ahead

(718) 284-8053
800-YES-4-DECK

Design Assist./Archit. Enginr.
DecksByBartNYC.com

No job too big, no job too small!

Licensed electrician

ELECTRICAL DIAGNOSIS
& REPAIR

K&M ELECTRIC
SERVICES

Call Keith  (646) 423-7674

ESTATE
PURCHASES

ESTATE
 PURCHASES

 

 
718-753-9741

KBM Handyman Services

FREE ESTIMATE

ARIK J. MOVING & STORAGE
SPECIAL LOCAL RATES

Licensed & Insured 

Toll Free 877-668-3186
212-321-MOVE

US DOT #130966
The Company has the right to change prices any  time.

E & J MOVING
Lowest Rates from NY
To Florida & in between
www.ejmovers.com

USDOT T37637

877-445-4111

AZEL OV

DOT#672337

Old Walls Saved

Excellent References
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NEIGHBORHOOD
Sewer & Drain Cleaning

Plumbing

745-7727 or 848-5654

BENSON ROOFING
Home Improvement · Specializing in Roofs

Rubberized Roof · SBS Cold Process · Shingle Roofs  
New Roofs · Gutters · Leaders · Skylights Roofing · 

Repair · Waterproofing · Free Estimates
All Work Guaranteed · Fully Insured · Lic 115908

30 yrs experience  Serving the 5 Boros
~ Free Estimates ~

Doors, Shutters, Balusters, Mantels

553 Union St, Brooklyn, NY 11215
Careful & considerate

Workmanship since 1959

BATHTUB REGLAZING

HOME IMPROVEMENT

By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

 A plan to treat city horses 
better than some human resi-
dents is about to put the ven-
erable Kensington Stables out 
of business.
 If the Health Department 
goes ahead with new regula-
tions regarding the care of ur-
ban horses, Walker Blankin-
ship, the stable’s owner, says 
he’ll have no choice but to 
close.
 The regulations would re-
quire the stable — a pasto-
ral throwback on the south-
ernmost corner of Prospect 
Park for decades — to build 
more-spacious stalls for the 
horses, install a $35,0000 
sprinkler system, and even 
give its tailed tenants a five-
week equine vacation.
 “I have no intention of 
maintaining any horseback 
riding in Prospect Park” if 
the regulations go into affect, 
Blankinship said. “If I’m put-
ting a two-foot-high pony in 
an eight-foot-high stall to ap-
pease animal-rights activists, 
then I’m not wanted here. I’m 
going to leave.”
 The vacation period also 
struck Blankinship as ab-
surd.
 “Horses do not understand 
vacation time,” he insisted. 
“You strive to maintain con-
sistency for the horses, so 
why would you give them 
a vacation?”
 Blankinship accepted the 
need for a sprinkler system, 

Horsey set is angry at Health Dept. regs

By Andy Campbell
The Brooklyn Paper

 Toll Brothers may try to reach for 
the sky in DUMBO.
 The mammoth suburban devel-
opers — fresh from a bruising with-
drawal from the toxic Gowanus Canal 
— says it may seek to build as high 
as the law allows in the famously hot 
neighborhood between the Manhat-
tan and Brooklyn bridges.
 That would mean a 120-foot tower at 
205 Water St. between Jay and Bridge 
streets. 
 Toll Brothers bought the lot just be-
fore Christmas for $8.6 million and 
needs the go-ahead from the Land-
marks Preservation Commission, 
which oversees new construction in 
the DUMBO Historic District.
 The company is confident.
 “It’s a big vacant site — people would 
like to see some activity there,” said 
Toll Brothers spokesman David Von 

Spreckelsen. “Our goal is to have the 
whole process finished by April, and 
start building shortly thereafter.”
 He was less specific about what 
the 70-unit building would look like 
— or even if the tower would include 
below-market-rate apartments, which 
would give the developer a bonus that 
would allow a bulkier structure.
 “We’re going back and forth on 
height at this point,” he said. “If there 
were no Landmarks Commission, we’d 
go to 12 stories without question.”
 Von Spreckelsen didn’t comment on 
whether the site is a backup plan for Toll 
Brothers’ bid to build along the Gow-
anus Canal, a 575-unit development that 
the company says is dead if the water-
way is designated a Superfund site.
 The DUMBO property fronts both 
Plymouth and Water streets, which 
gives the developer plenty of options, 
even in a neighborhood that was re-
zoned to cap residential development 

at 12 stories last year.
 Getting the nod for new development 
has not been easy of late in DUMBO. 
Not only does Community Board 2 of-
ten reject residential development in 
the area, but the new DUMBO His-
toric District adds another hurdle for 
the developers to jump.
 Toll Brothers is following in the 
footsteps of other big developers 
that have sought to build controver-
sial projects. After a bitter fight last 
year, David Walentas won approval 
for a 17-story tower on Dock Street 
next to the Brooklyn Bridge.
 Oddly, the Toll Brothers site was 
briefly linked to that Walentas project 
when opponents suggested 205 Water 
St. as a potential location for the middle 
school that comprised the main pub-
lic amenity in Walentas’s proposal.
 But the city ended up choosing Walen-
tas to develop the middle school on Dock 
Street, dashing opponents’ hopes.

Toll Bros looks to DUMBO
Toll Brothers has bought this lot on Water Street in DUMBO, where it can build luxury housing. The compa-
ny appears to be pulling out of its Gowanus Canal plan in light of possible federal Superfund designation.
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but scoffed at the hefty price 
tag.
 All together, Blankin-
ship said, the new regula-
tions would force him to 
cut back on the number of 
horses in his beloved stables 
on Caton Place.
 “If we were to remain open 
and have to give up seven of 
the rental horses that are in 
straight stalls, it would cost 
$260,000 in lost revenue,” 
Blankinship noted.
 The Health Department 
proposed the regulations in 
response to long-standing 
complaints regarding treat-

ment of carriage horses in 
Manhattan.
 But Blankinship says his 
horses are already “treated 
just fine” and would not ben-
efit from the changes, on 
which the Board of Health 
will vote at its March meet-
ing.
 An equestrian hailing 
from Greenpoint, Eleanor 
Celmer, also said the city 
may be overreaching in its 
proposed regulations.
 “The horses are treated 
well, they’re well-main-
tained, they’re happy and 
healthy,” said Celmer, who 

has ridden at the stables for 
nearly a decade. “They’re not 
overworked; there’s no need 
for a furlough.”
 The loss of Kensington 
Stables would be a loss for 
all park users, even non-rid-
ers, Celmer said.
 “The trails in Prospect 
Park were designed for 
horseback riding,” she ex-
plained. “It’s kind of like ask-
ing what would New York 
City be without yellow cabs?  
It would be completely differ-
ent; it wouldn’t be the same 
ever again.”
— with Michele De Meglio
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The sight of riders mounting (above) or horses heading to Prospect Park 
could vanish if the city has its way, says the owner of Kensington Stables.
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isten up, single guys: you blew it 
when you missed the Brooklyn 
Hookup Party at the Bell House 

last Thursday night, an event created 
specifically for hooking you (and, more 
important, me) up.
 Yes, typical singles events are chock 
full of awkward tension shared by 
equally awkward people (yeah, I re-
member high school dances, too).
 But the ongoing series of “Meatup” 
events, sponsored by the Web sites 
F—ed in Park Slope and Brooklyn 
Based, is an unstoppable sexual phe-
nomenon. It’s like some anthropolo-
gist is filming a documentary on urban 
mating rituals — and then providing 
the booze, the music and the complete 
lack of inhibitions (believe me, you 
want to read that dissertation!).
 Of course, I’m talking about the 
math: the ratio of gorgeous, single, 
Brooklyn women to average-looking 
men was three-to-one. And since ev-
eryone in the room was there spe-
cifically to hook up, this event was 

practically fore-
play compared 
to your average 
night of taking 
your chances at a 
regular bar.
 After a round 
of speed dating, 

a couple of free beers and a move to 
the sweaty dance floor, sweet little 
Michaela Jeffries wasn’t having any 
luck.
 “I haven’t found my hook-up yet — 
but I’m on the prowl,” she said, echo-
ing multiple other cuties with whom 
I had talked. (When I checked up on 
her later, she was dirty dancing with 
some other lucky bro. Well, we’ll al-
ways have Gowanus.)
 Nobody left the place with a frown. 
One woman, Joey Lee, got two dates 
— going home Thursday night with a 
man, but telling me that she’d already 
arranged a Friday night date with a 
woman with whom she’d also hooked 
up. Two nights, two dates, two sexes. 
Too much!
 “Knowing you will probably get 
lucky when you show up eliminates 
the bulls—t of scouring a bar or club,” 
she said, her partner du jour on her 
arm.
 So what about me? Normally, I don’t 
kiss (or go into a tent for seven min-
utes with a complete stranger) and 
tell. But remaining mute would vi-
olate the spirit of the Meatup, so I’ll 
let you know that my mission was ac-
complished (and not in the George W. 
Bush sense). I met Laura, possibly the 
cutest woman in Williamsburg, and 
I’m looking forward to plenty of one-
on-one time.
 Until the next Hookup, of course.
 For info, visit www.bkhookup.
com.

Our columnist hooks up

Campbell’s
Soup

By Andy Campbell

THE GOOD ONES ARE ALL GONE? Single babes Liz Hahn (left) 
and Jen Phoenix were looking for love at Thursday’s BK Meatup at 
the Bell House.
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CHERRY BOMB: Charley Stewart, lollipop in mouth, danced in her PJs.
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833 FLATBUSH AVE. AT LINDEN BLVD.

BUSINESS 
MONEY MARKET

1.75%
APY

24-MONTH 
CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT 

2.25%
APY

BUILDING WEALTH BLOCK BY BLOCK.  

www.carverbank.com

RELATIONSHIP  
SAVINGS ACCOUNT

1.75%
APY

$10,000 MINIMUM DEPOSIT

Move Your Money to Carver
and experience the difference a Community Bank makes.

There's never been a better time to discover 

Carver. And for a limited time, in celebration 

of our newest Brooklyn branch opening,  

open one of these Savings Accounts with 

a great rate, or open a Free Checking 

Account with Direct Deposit.

Call 718.230.2900 today!
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Wireless for All.
 $40. Period.
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Nationwide coverage.
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No signed contracts.
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Certain restrictions apply. Visit www.metropcs.com or a MetroPCS store for information on specific terms and conditions of service, local coverage area, handset capabilities, and any applicable restrictions. 
Nationwide long-distance available only in continental United States and Puerto Rico. Rates, services, and features subject to change. Some services not available in extended home and TravelTalk areas. 
Coverage not available in all locations. If you need to place a call while outside of MetroPCS’s local, extended home, or TravelTalk extended coverage areas, per-minute charges may apply. Only taxes and 
regulatory fees are included; convenience and payment fees are not included. Handset price not included. Phones not actual size and selection may vary by store.  Available while supplies last.

888.8metro8
www.metropcs.com

11886_ROP_BP

MetroPCS Retail Stores MetroPCS Authorized Dealers

Bay Ridge
516 86th St. 
(@ 5th Ave.)
347-497-5706

7725 5th Ave. 
(@ 77th St.)
347-497-5584

Greenpoint
97 Nassau Ave. 
(@ Leonard St.)
347-529-6089

Park Slope
339 Flatbush Ave. 
718-623-1500

Williamsburg
285 Broadway 
(@ Rodney St.)
718-302-6600

696 Grand St. 
(@ Manhattan Ave.)
347-223-4108

Downtown Brooklyn
523 Fulton St.
(@ Fulton Mall)
718-624-MPCS

Flatbush
1556 Flatbush Ave.
(@ Nostrand Ave.)
718-434-MPCS

Williamsburg
769 Broadway
(@ Sumner Pl.)
718-387-MPCS


