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THE GIRLS OF SUMMER: (from left) Sophia Dvorkina, Alexandra Cherkas, Adelynn Vazrai, Isabella 
Vinokurov, Frances Levin, Natalia Volisova and Rachel Broytman, all from Brighton Beach, enjoyed a hot 
day at Coney Island before last weekend’s official opening.
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By Courtney Donahue
The Brooklyn Paper

Coney Island’s new amusement park 
made its brief debut this weekend, be-
fore closing for more renovations.

Luna Park, the first new amusement 
area to open in the hard-luck “People’s 
Playground” in almost 50 years, enter-
tained and thrilled the public for the 
first time on Saturday, one day after 
the politicians and the well-connected 
got their first brief looksee.

The sneak-peak last Friday gave some 
families a chance to try out the much-
anticipated amusement park, but only 
allowed visitors on a handful of rides 
— most of the “kiddie” variety.

Brian Gotlieb, a member of Com-
munity Board 13, said the preview was 
still a success.

“I saw lots of smiling face, children 

that were there seemed to be very happy, 
enjoying the rides. That’s what Coney 
Island’s all about.” 

Officials had just 14 out of the 19 rides 
open to the public on Saturday, including 
Wild River and The Tickler, a twisting 
coaster with rapid-fire drops. 

And that good news gave Borough 
President Markowitz a chance to do 
what he does best:

“Back at the turn of the 20th cen-
tury, people called the amazing Luna 
Park an ‘Electric Eden’ — and now 

after 66 years, we’ve got a new Luna 
Park for the 21st century,” said the ir-
repressible Beep.

For now, Luna Park will be closed 
until mid-June, before maintaining a 
seven-day-a-week schedule through La-
bor Day. The three-acre park will be 
open on weekends after that, through 
Columbus Day.

Once completed, the amusement 
park’s rides will also include:

Air Race — This thrill ride sim-
ulates the experience of fighter pilots 
and sends riders upside-down at up to 
4Gs of force.

Balloon Expedition — This fam-
ily-friendly ride allows visitors to ex-
plore Coney Island from 40 feet in the 
air.

Beach Shack — This family ride 

CONEY (ALMOST) 
READY TO PLAY

By Aaron Short
The Brooklyn Paper

Two former employees at a luxury 
rental building on the posh Williams-
burg waterfront say they were fired 
for trying to organize a union among 
coworkers to improve their working 
conditions.

Jose Guzman, a concierge who 
earned $14 an hour, and Peniel Mar-
tinez, a handyman who worked $18 an 
hour, worked at 184 Kent, the former 
Austin Nichols warehouse, until May 
20, when the building’s management 
laid them off.

Guzman, the head concierge since 
the building opened in January, regu-
larly worked 10- to 13-hour days with-
out receiving overtime pay. When he 
got sick, he took the day off, at his own 
financial expense.

He began inquiring about improv-
ing working conditions when he no-
ticed workers being exposed to paint 
fumes and cement dust from construc-

Two workers claim they were fi red 
just for trying to organize a union

tion work inside the building. None 
of the workers have health benefits 
or paid sick leave. 

“The reason why I wanted to union-

ize was I was looking for better condi-
tions and my health was questionable 
breathing in fumes,” said Guzman. 

Handyman Peniel Martinez says he and concierge Jose Guzman 
were fired from 184 Kent Avenue after trying to organize a union.
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By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

Dog lovers were barking 
mad on Tuesday morning 
as they arrived in Prospect 
Park to find their beloved 
meadow peppered with 
chicken legs and charcoal 
— though park officials say 
the post–Memorial Day litter could have 
been much worse.

The swaths of rubbish on the green 
meadows were nowhere to be found — 

park employees had man-
aged to gather much of the 
trash and pile it up for col-
lection, but a small group of 
activists from FIDO, a dog-
advocacy group, still man-
aged to fill up at least six 
bags of trash at the penin-
sula near the northwestern 

portion of Prospect Park lake.
“There is no enforcement [of park 

regulations],” said Angelo Izzi, who 

Dog danger
Garbage, charcoal dumped in 
Park makes pet owners livid

Prospect Park groundskeeper 
Dwayne Anderson worked all 
day on Monday cleaning up 
after everyone else’s fun.
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SEE PAGE 2

Reading the sign of the times at Nathan’s Famous

Meadows of 

SHAME

By Alex Rush
for The Brooklyn Paper

Just call him Dr. DeBlasio.
Public Advocate Bill DeBla-

sio doesn’t have a Ph.D. in psy-
choanalysis, but his street-side ap-
pearance on Tuesday afternoon 
— billed as his “Public Advocate 
on the Street” initiative — ended 
up being more of a therapy session 
than an exercise in public policy.
DeBlasio and his staff set up a ta-
ble on Flatbush Avenue in front of 
the Atlantic Terminal Mall — the 
Crossroads of Brooklyn, if we have 
such a thing — to allow random pe-
destrians to speak with their advo-
cate about any issue.

DeBlasio was looking forward to 

On the street, Advocate plays therapist to an anxious public
mowing those grassroots.

“When you do these set-ups, you hear 
about problems that you didn’t know about 
and perhaps some solutions you didn’t 
think of,” DeBlasio said. “You can use 
this experience to help people.”

But things didn’t exactly go as 
planned. Instead of hearing broad com-
munity concerns, DeBlasio spent most 
of his time playing therapist. Kather-
ine Brann Fredericks whined about her 
cellphone contract (it really is unfair, 
the advocate said). Richard Gill com-
plained about the BP oil spill (it really is 
a major ecological disaster). And Luren-
der Brown is worried that New York 
State is wasting all the lottery money 
(that’s a bit outside the advocate’s ju-CAN WE TALK?: Darryl Roberson (left) and James Doe (no, really, 

that’s what he said), bent the public advocate’s ear on Tuesday.
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By Helen Klein
The Brooklyn Paper

Staten Island’s Re-
publican Party has 
finally settled on a 
candidate — and it’s 
the guy from Brook-
lyn!

One day after the 
county party organiza-
tion was snubbed in its ef-
fort to  draft  disgraced former 
Rep. Vito Fossella to face Rep. 
Mike McMahon (D–Bay Ridge), 
party members nominated Bay 
Ridgite Michael Allegretti to be 

the standardbearer.
Allegretti — who is 

battling Michael Grimm 
for the right to take on 
McMahon — had pre-
viously been endorsed 
by the Kings County 
Republican Party. As 

such, he thinks he’s on 
a roll.

“There was an over-
whelming outpouring of 

support for me from [Staten Is-
land] Republican grass roots advo-
cates last week,” he said. “It comes 

SI Republicans 
pick Allegretti

O ne of America’s true sports 
legends has just been tossed 
into the dustbin of history at 

Coney Island.
Last week, the organizers of the Na-

than’s hot dog eating contest hung a 
new “Wall of Fame” above the hal-
lowed ground where the annual man-
eat-dog war is waged — and Ed “The 
Maspeth Monster” Krachie has been 
edited out.

Krachie’s not the only competi-
tive eating giant who ended up on 
the scrap heap. Mike “The Scholar” 
Devito, who earned his nickname be-
cause of his scholarly approach to the 
game of champions, also didn’t make 
the final version. Nor did “Hungry” 
Charles Hardy, Eric “Badlands” Booker 
or even Amos Wengler, the “Bard” of 
Coney Island.

THE BROOKLYN

By Gersh KuntzmanBy Gersh Kuntzman

See KENT  on page 5

See GOP  on page 14

WHO’S WHO? SEE PAGE 2 WHO’S WHO? SEE PAGE 2

See DEBLASIO  on page 5

See PARK  on page 14See CONEY  on page 14

See NATHAN’S  on page 2
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1. Promotional Offer For Consumer Savings Product: Open a new Relationship Statement Savings product. Deposit and maintain $5,000 or greater of funds not currently on deposit at Carver to earn a promotional rate of 1.75% APY. Deposit or maintain less than $5,000 of new money to earn a promotional 
rate of .75% APY. Promotional rates applicable until July 31, 2010 and are subject to change without notice after such date. Fees may reduce earnings. 2. Promotional Offer For Consumer Certificate of Deposit: Open a new 60 month Certificate of Deposit product. Deposit $2,500 of funds not currently on 
deposit at Carver. Receive a promotional rate of 3.25% APY. Offer available until July 31, 2010. No early withdrawal without penalty. 3. Promotional Offer For Small Business customers (New To Carver): Open a new Business Money Market account. Deposit and maintain $25,000 of funds not currently 
on deposit at Carver. Receive a promotional rate of 1.75% APY. Promotional rate applicable until July 31, 2010 and is subject to change without notice after such date. For balances that fall under $25,000, will defer to current rate based on the tier level. All offers available at 1392 Fulton Street, Brooklyn branch only.

Move your money to Carver and experience the difference  
a Community Bank makes. Open one of these Savings Accounts 

with a great rate, or open a Free Checking Account with  
Direct Deposit. Call 718.230.2900 today!

IF YOU‘RE LOOKING FOR

GREAT RATES
COME TO CARVER.

RELATIONSHIP  
SAVINGS ACCOUNT

1.75%
APY

$5,000 MINIMUM DEPOSIT

60-MONTH 
CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT 

3.25%
APY

$2,500 MINIMUM DEPOSIT

BUSINESS 
MONEY MARKET

1.75%
APY

$25,000 MINIMUM DEPOSIT

WE‘VE MOVED! VISIT OUR NEW LOCATION.
13 9 2  F U LTO N  ST  ( R E STO R AT I O N  P L A Z A )

www.carverbank.com     

BUILDING WEALTH BLOCK BY BLOCK.  

GREEK FESTIVAL

Come 
join us 
for our 

33rd 
annual

Sts. Constantine & Helen
Greek Orthodox Cathedral of Brooklyn

June 7–13, 2010

www.stconstantineandhelen.org/events.aspx?id=e1

64 Schermerhorn St.
(between Court St. and 

Boerum Place)

Downtown Brooklyn
(718) 624-0595

GREEK FESTIVAL

CAFE • JUICE BAR • GRILL

$5 OFF
Any Delivery over $30

COBBLE HILL

WWW.NATURESGRILLCAFE.COM

LET NATURE’S GRILL HELP YOU 
START THE SPRING OFF RIGHT!

Get Back Into Shape!

$10 OFF
Any Delivery over $60

GUARANTEED!    

That lump in my throat 
isn’t my 23rd hot dog of the 
day repeating on me — it’s 
genuine disgust.

Say what you will about 
competitive eating — that it’s 
repulsive, that it wastes oth-
erwise important hot dogs, 
that it encourages inner-city 
kids to neglect schooling in 
favor of a shot at glory — but 
one thing you could never 
say about the game was that 
it chewed up and spit out its 
heroes.

Until now.
International Federation 

of Competitive Eating Pres-
ident George Shea always 
maintained the highest level 
of integrity, carefully keep-
ing the sport’s dizzying oral 
history from that very first 
contest in 1917 to the “dead 
dog era” of the 1970s (when 
nine hot dogs and buns was 
enough to win the coveted 
Mustard Yellow Interna-

tional Belt) to the Japanese 
invasion of the 1990s all the 
way through to the current 
reign of American legend 
Joey “Jaws” Chestnut.

But I never thought I’d see 
the day when Shea would 
bury his heroes under a pile 
of gristle.

Heroes? You betcha:

American eater to consis-
tently break “the Deuce,” 
the 20 HDB mark that, like 
the four-minute mile, was 
thought to be insurmount-
able. He also revolutionized 
the game by publishing a sci-
entific paper called “The Belt 
of Fat Theory” that predicted 
the rise of a generation of thin 
eaters. The paper was sub-
mitted to the Journal of the 
American Medical Associa-
tion, which foolishly passed 
on it. It was eventually pub-
lished in The Brooklyn Pa-
per. Naturally.

a one-on-one stuff-your-fa-
ceoff under the Brooklyn 
Bridge. Ito was the first of 
a wave of challengers who 
would soon come from the 
Land of the Rising Bun, 
but Devito sent her pack-
ing, forestalling the com-
plete invasion by at least 
three years.

first African-American 
star, a man who was better 
known, and better respected, 
in the Marcy Houses than 
Michael Jordan or Stephon 
Marbury.

Lothario Cary DeGrossa 
competed in a Hefner-esque 
bathrobe and gave the game 
its most-lasting legacy: the 
Bunnettes, a group of red, 
white and blue-clad groupies 
who became delicious fig-
ures on the circuit.

sing on key, but his haunt-
ing anthems, most especially, 
“Hot Dog Time,” have trans-
fixed a generation. Before 
he fades into the mists of a 
Shea-induced Purgatory, let’s 
consider this stanza:
Hot dogs, hot dogs
Watch them eat them up
Hot dogs, hot dogs
Great with soda pop

A Fourth of July with-

un patriotic.

O f course, Shea dis-
missed my carping 
as the complaints of 

a man out of step with the 
sport as it enters its 11th de-
cade.

“The question is this: Do 
you listen to Lady Gaga or 

“The bottom line is that it’s 

the people you mentioned, 
plus Don ‘Moses’ Lerman, 

‘Cookie’ Jarvis, have fame 
anymore. The guys on that 
wall now have eclipsed all 
of them.”

Eclipse? Tim “Eater X” 

ate 7.72 pounds of boneless 
chicken wings last month in 
Buffalo? How does that com-
pare to uniting a nation, as 

Tim “Gravy” Brown? 
He’s a hero because he once 
ate 3.74 pounds of fried po-
tato wedges? That’s not a 

-
bayashi, the greatest eater 
of all time, once ate 17.7 
pounds of pan-seared cow 
brains. But give Shea time 
— someday even six-time 

erased from our history.
“Fame is fickle,” said 

Shea. “You mock ‘Gravy’ 
Brown, but he was featured 
in a one-hour drama on the 
Bio channel called, ‘I’m a 
Major League Eater,’ and 
we would need two Mike 
Devitos or Three Cary De-
Grossas to eat what he eats. 
And Maxim magazine once 
featured Crazy Legs Conti 
in a spread of him doing 
the town in a white stretch 
limo with a monkey. Is there 
are higher degree of fame 
than that?

“Basically, you are a sad 
little man — sad that your 
era has faded,” Shea added. 
“You are like the Brooklyn 
Dodger fan always talking 
about how Ralph Branca 
was better than Tom Seaver. 
Ralph Branca? He is a 10 
HDB man compared to 
Seaver.”

Yet beneath the bluster, I 
detected a note of caution in 
Shea’s tone. I pressed him on 

sticks in the craw like a burp 
that just won’t come up.

said, actually welling up. 
“I am going to send a for-
mal complaint to Nathan’s. 

-
form on which all of these 
other eaters have been able to 
compete and assume a place 
in our larger culture.

“He is more than an eater,” 
Shea concluded. “He is an 
institution.”

Case closed.

Continued from page 1

NATHAN’S

champion in the early 1990s 
whose greatest achievement 
came when he defeated Orio 
Ito, a tiny Japanese eater, in 

Booker

THE OLD SIGN

THE NEW SIGN

By Joe Maniscalco
The Brooklyn Paper

Concrete is beating out 
wood at the Coney Island 
Boardwalk.

A high-ranking Parks De-
partment official said this 
week that the city is leaning 
toward replacing the world-
famous Riegelmann Board-
walk’s wooden planks — 
which have been marched 
on for more than 70 years — 
with concrete.

Even though Parks says it 
is exploring three different 
options for rehabilitating the 
nearly three-mile long board-
walk — wood, concrete, and 
a synthetic material — con-
crete clearly has the edge for 
a typical reason: money.

-
nances of it, concrete is the 
cheapest to do,” said Martin 
Maher, the Brooklyn chief of 
staff for the Parks Department. 
“I’m completely convinced 
that at least the substructure 
needs to be concrete.”

According to Maher, replac-

Cement to replace Coney Island’s renowned trademark

But Maher dismissed those 
claims.

“The reality is that con-
crete since the 1930s has been 
used in Orchard Beach, and 
since the ’60s at Manhattan 
Beach and in Rockaway,” 
he said.

That, along with the latest 
tree-saving boardwalk tech-
nologies, will be the death 
knell for old-fashioned, 
wooden boardwalks.

the Boardwalk the way we’ve 
been building it,” Maher said. 
“It’s not ecologically friendly 
and it’s not lasting.”

The city is currently in-
stalling three different board-
walk materials from Brigh-
ton Beach to Sea Gate to see 
which fares best. The concrete 
slabs will range from from 
Ocean Parkway to Brighton 
First Road in Brighton Beach 

37th streets near Sea Gate. 
Tropical wood planks are be-
ing installed by the amuse-

to Stillwell Avenue. 

This concrete substructure by Stillwell Avenue will be topped with wood. But 
sections of the Riegelmann Boardwalk in Brighton Beach and Sea Gate will be 
replaced with concrete slabs. Eventually, the whole thing might be paved.
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ing the Boardwalk with con-
crete would cost the city about 
$70 per square foot — half of 
what it pays when rebuilding 
sections with wood.

But critics say that more 
concrete slabs are the last thing 
they want to see.

“I see them as a melanoma 
on the face of the Boardwalk,” 
Robert Burnstein said. “My 
fear is that it will spread.”

Already, traditional 
wooden planks are being 
ripped out and replaced with 
concrete slabs between Ocean 
Parkway to Brighton First 

something critics think will 
make the Boardwalk too hot 
in the summer and perilously 
icy in the winter.

George Shea
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NEIGHBORHOOD REPORT

LANDSCAPING & 
GARDEN DESIGN
“There isn’t a backyard or balcony that 
James Stephenson can’t whip into shape.”

 —Apartment Therapy

Over twenty years 
experience in residential 
& commercial 
landscaping projects

 

Contact James Stephenson: 646-644-7156
View my portfolio at: www.theartistgarden.com

CLEAN
GREEN
MAIDS
(718) 383-0875

All major credit cards accepted
Gift certificates available

Spring cleaning all year round!

Park Slope.
FAMILY DENTISTRY

245 Fifth Avenue  (between Carroll & Garfield)

©

 Financing Available
 Insurance Plans Welcomed

Dr. Andrew Warshaw
Dr. Sari Rosenwein
Dr. Doug Pollack (Bd. Cert.)     
  Pediatric Dentistry

Hours by Appointment
Sat. & Eve. Available

789-5700

Free Consultation
24 Hour Phone Service

www.ParkSlopeFamilyDentistry.com

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 

Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

DENTISTS

HEALTH, 
MIND & BODY

FINEST DENTAL CARE
Superior Services for Adults & Children
New! Periodontist (gum specialist) on premises.

10 Plaza St. East, Suite 1F
(bet. Flatbush & Vanderbilt Aves)

(718) 622-8020Evening 
appointments 

available.

Now in Park Slope!

Most 
Insurance 
accepted

The Mac
Support Store

Brooklyn’s First 
Apple Authorized 
Repair Shop! 

 Mac and iPod Repair
Brand New Macs in Stock

 Mac Rentals and Loaners
 No Fee Mac Data Recovery
 Memory & Hard Drive Upgrades
 On-site Calls

168 7th Street and 3rd Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11215

718-312-8341
9–6 weekdays, 10–4 Saturday

www.macsupportstore.com 

Bring this ad in and receive

$2.00 OFF YOUR NEXT TRIP

www.440carservice.com

440 CAR SERVICE

Dermatology

CALL TODAY   718.832.3313

Botox Dysport
Restylane Juvederm
Radiesse Sculptra
Peels Microdermabrasion Facials
Surgery for torn earlobe & keloid
Laser hair removal, waxing
Lasers for scars, wrinkles, blemishes

Medical services for all skin conditions
Skin cancer screening

Javier Zelaya, MD
 Verna Broughton, PA

PARK SLOPE  
CHELSEA

medical insurances accepted for medical services

FOLLOW US ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper

DOWNTOWN BORO WIDE

By Stephen Witt
Community Newspaper Group

Drivers on Livingston Street were blanketed with 
tickets and some had their vehicles towed after the city 
changed parking regulations overnight, yet left park-
ing meters in place with no notices that they were no 
longer in operation.

Signage stating the new 
regulations — no parking or 
standing from 7 am to 7 pm, 
Monday through Friday — 
was installed on the north 
side of Livingston between 
Court and Flatbush avenues, 
but many motorists ignored 
the subtly altered signs and 
fed the existing parking me-
ters anyway.

“This is foul,” said mo-
torist Kareem Tyree, who 
received a ticket and barely 
missed being towed. “How 
do you give a ticket [when] 
they still have meters here? 
It makes no sense.”

City officials say there is 
a good reason for the change in signage.

“The Department of Transportation studied the area 
last year for opportunities to reconfigure the street to 
improve mobility for buses,” said an agency spokes-
woman. “As part of the project, we will install painted 
bus lanes with expanded hours.”

The old regulations restricted parking or standing 
on the nor th side (westbound t raff ic) from 7-10 
am. Metered parking is now available on the north side 
weekday nights and weekends.

Business owners on the strip said the city needs to 
better inform the public.

“They have made it a ‘No Standing’ zone just like 
that,” said Peter Sperry, owner of Trophy World on Liv-
ingston Street between Boerum Place and Smith Street. 
“I’ve already had four customers have their cars towed 
without the benefit of being told about the new regula-
tions if that is what they are.”

Motorists on strip also 
had their cars towed 

By Gary Buiso
The Brooklyn Paper

The Borough of Churches 
is fast becoming the Borough 
of Empty Lots. 

Brooklyn is pockmarked 
by a disproportionate num-
ber of abandoned develop-
ment sites compared with the 
rest of the city, according to 
a report released last week 
by Eastern Consolidated, an 
investment services firm in 
Manhattan.

The boom years of 2005-7 
went bust when the global fi-
nancial crisis hit, causing fi-
nancing for new development 
to dry up, leaving half-started 
brick husks and empty lots 
as a lasting reminder of the 
blind exuberance that char-
acterized the boom.  

As of May 25, there were 
279 stalled sites in the bor-
ough out of 615 citywide.

North Brooklyn especially hard hit

a “critical mass of projects 
[got] financing and got well 
into the construction process 
early,” according to Joe Chan, 
the president of the Down-
town Brooklyn Partnership, a 
quasi-governmental group.

He noted that Downtown’s 
lone stalled development, a 
condo project at Schermer-
horn and Hoyt Streets, was 
recently completed. 

Fallow sites might do lit-
tle for the local economy, but 
they can also pose serious 
health hazards, according 
to Councilman Brad Lander 
(D–Park Slope), who created 
an interactive Web site, www.
stalleddevelopment.com, to 
track the zombies lurking  in 
his district.

“Unfortunately, Brooklyn 
will continue to grapple with 
the detritus of failed devel-
opment for some years to 
come,” he said.

But the sites — even the 
most egregious examples, 
like a foul-smelling Fourth 
Avenue lot where oil was 
reported bubbling from the 
ground, or a Friel Place prop-
erty in Kensington where 
squatters offered the only 
signs of life — also repre-
sent a not-yet-realized op-
portunity.

“I would rather have them 
benefit the community than 
stand as dangerous eyesores,” 
Lander said.

Lander said that he sup-
ports a plan to encourage 
the construction of afforable 
housing at derelict locations 
by giving developers subsi-
dies and other incentives. 

There was some good news 
in the construction reporter: 
Buildings Department data 
show that the borough has the 
most restarted construction 
sites — 108 projects, with 31 
completed.

Beach,” in honor of project 
architect Karl Fischer. 

A few blocks away, at Dri-
ggs Avenue and N. Ninth 
Street, a developer bailed 
on his plans for a $25-mil-
lion, six-story rental build-
ing and put up a parking lot 
instead. 

“We saw the handwriting 
on the wall,” said Neil Dolgin, 
president of Kalmon Dolgin 
Affiliates. “It could be tem-
porary or it could be for the 
next 10 years.”

He blamed the situation 
on a unbridled enthusiasm 
facilitated by citywide re-
zonings.

“When you bring on board 
10,000 units at the same time, 
and have an economy that 
was only going upward, peo-
ple started to get carried away 
and thought it would never 
come to an end,” he said.

Dolgin concluded that 
many of the “holes in the 
ground” would be resold 
by banks, repurchased and 
repurposed to fit leaner 
times.

“They won’t use granite 
and high-end appliances,” he 
said. “People will just change 
the way they design.” 

Downtown avoided much 
of North Brooklyn’s trauma 
because its rezoning passed 
in 2004, early enough that 

North Brooklyn has been 
hardest hit by the downturn:  
Of the 264 stalled Brooklyn 
sites in April, 73 were in Wil-
liamsburg and Greenpoint — 
neighborhoods that were the 
stars of the boom, thanks to 
a 2005 rezoning that had fa-
cilitated new residential and 
commercial development.

Report author Barbara 
Denham, chief economist 
at Eastern Consolidated, 
blamed the “herd mental-
ity” on North Brooklyn’s 
struggles. “I just think the 
assumptions were a little too 
bold,” she said, suggesting 
that any improvement might 
be a year away.

One of the most notorious 
abandoned sites is the mas-
sive lot on Bedford Avenue 
and North 12th Street, which 
is usually so filled with water 
that locals call it “Hot Karl 

FORT GREENE

By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

A renowned — but itin-
erant — Shakespeare com-
pany will soon have a perma-
nent home across the street 
from the Brooklyn Academy 
of Music where the poor play-
ers can strut and fret their 
hour upon the stage.

A towering swath of vines 
will be the most striking fea-
ture of the new home for The 
Theater for a New Audience, 
a company that specializes in 
plays by the Bard of Avon.

That “green curtain,” 
which could be as high as 
57 feet, will abut the theater 
and loom over the new plaza 
at the entrance to the build-
ing, which will be on Ash-
land Place between Fulton 
and Lafayette streets.

Tall lightpoles — about the 
height of a flagpole — will 
also illuminate the plaza in 
a spotlight-like pattern, re-
inforcing the theatrical aes-
thetic.

“It will be like being in the 
theater, being in the spotlight, 
outside the theater,” said the 
architect of the plaza, Ken 
Smith.

The designs, revealed 
last Wednesday to Commu-
nity Board 2, did not radi-
cally stray from the origi-
nal Frank Gehry and Hugh 

Theater for a New Audience builds its dream house

Kareem Tyree thought 
he had parked legally 
on Livingston Street.
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Hardy design, which fea-
tured the starchitects’ fa-
miliar predilection for glass 
structures.

But the new design — 
by Hardy alone, now that 
Gehry has been axed —fea-
tures some compelling new 
elements. 

The entrance to the audi-
torium itself is inset below 
the second floor. Once inside, 
ticketholders will walk up a 
flight of stairs to the lobby, 
which will be on the second 

floor. From the lobby peo-
ple will enjoy an expansive 
view of Fulton and Lafayette 
streets through a three-story 
glass façade. 

Architect Geoff Lynch of 
H3 Architecture said that the 
three-tiered, 299-seat theater 
would give theatergoers a 
sense of being close to the 
stage, regardless of whether 
they are in the pit with the hoi 
polloi or in the balcony seats 
with aristocrats, just like in 
the glory days of the origi-

nal Globe Theater.
The managing director of 

the Theater for a New Au-
dience, Dorothy Ryan, said 
that she expected to break 
ground this year.

Community Board 2’s 
Public Safety Committee 
greeted the designs with en-
thusiasm — it was only last 
year that the project came 
back from the brink after a 
ballooning budget and Geh-
ry’s withdrawal.

Yet the positive news was 
undermined by bureaucracy 
run amok. Though they pre-
sented the renderings to CB2, 
architects refused to make 
the renderings viewable by 
anyone who could not attend, 
or chose not to attend, the 
meeting — a blatant disre-
gard for the public’s right 
to know.

Lynch even refused to give 
his card to a reporter and did 
not even offer the spelling of 
his name, directing all in-
quiries — spelling?! — to 
the Economic Development 
Corporation.

Lynch may be press-
shy, but he’s obviously not 
so shy about revealing in-
timate details online, such 
as the fact that his “favor-
ite spot” is “The Pantheon 
in Rome, when the choir is 
singing.”

Last Wednesday night, architects of the proposed 
Theater for a New Audience to be built next to the 
Brooklyn Academy of Music showed off their ren-
derings to Community Board 2. 
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By Aaron Short
The Brooklyn Paper

The empty lot at N. Ninth 
and Roebling streets in Wil-
liamsburg should have been a 
204-unit condo — instead it is 
a danger to the community.

Its neighbors are high-
end condominiums and lux-
ury rentals such as Ikon and 
Warehouse 11, but the prop-
erty is a vacant lot with no 
sidewalk that is strewn with 
garbage.

The property, owned by 
Menachim Stark has amassed 
17 violations with the city, 
which has halted further work 
on the site and classified the 
lot as vacant. It is anything 
but, with several open Dump-
sters, rusted and abandoned 
cars, and even a couple of 
suitcases.

Most troubling is the side-
walk, or lack thereof.

A makeshift barricade 
of orange and white striped 
wood marks an area in the 
street that is set aside for pe-
destrians, but has instead be-
come the repository of dead 
birds and broken glass.

With the Giglio Feast com-
ing to the neighborhood in 
July, tens of thousands of vis-
itors will head towards Mc-
Carren Park, so neighbors 
and local business owners 
are concerned about an in-
evitable accident.

“I think that as many stalled 
development sites as there are 
in Williamsburg, certain sites 
should be on a very short list 
for more acute attention be-
tween city agencies,” said Mer-
edith Chesney. “Not all stalled 
sites put public safety at such 
an exponentially increase risk 
[as this one].”

When reached for com-
ment, Stark hung up the 
phone.

The abandoned site on 
N. Ninth Street.
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Abandoned construction sites on Columbia Street (left) and on Roebling Street between N. 10th and N. 
11th streets in Williamsburg (right). They tend to be covered with grafitti.
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DENTISTRY AT THE HEIGHTS 
142 Joralemon Street, Suite 12C 

Do you want 
straight teeth?

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO 
INVISALIGN DAY!

JUNE 30TH, 2010
Dr. Kevin Trotter will be pro-
viding patients FREE consul-
ta tions to see if you are a can-
didate for the break through 
tech nology of straight teeth 
without brackets or wires. If 
you are a candidate, there will be a savings of up to $750 off 
the regular price of $5500. Book your appointment today!

This event is by appointment only. Discount is only available on the date of the event.

Planning to dig on your property? 

free service

 

To learn more, visit: www.DigNetNYCLI.com

Call 1-800-272-4480 or 811, 
24 hours a day, seven days a week.

Dig Brooklyn?
                  Then dig this…

Planning a digging project  
this spring/summer? 

Call DigNet to have underground  
utilities marked, 48 hours prior to breaking 
ground on your property, it could save your 
life and you will be eligible to win a  
$50 Home Depot gift card.*

*Must have a legitimate proposed excavation or demolition. Callers with the sole purpose of entering contest will not be 
considered and will bear the costs associated with facility owners locating their underground facilities. Contest is valid April 
12-September 30. Winners will be chosen by October 15, 2010.

Kidney Failure?
Do You Need Dialysis?
Dialyze in the comfort of your own home!

LOWER MANHATTAN DIALYSIS CENTER
The Leader In New York Dialysis For 39 Years

HOME DIALYSIS PROGRAM
Regain Control of Your Life!

FEEL BETTER. LIVE HEALTHIER. MORE ENERGY. FEWER MEDICATIONS.

Contact Us: HomeDialysisNY.com
212.686.6976

Enhance your culture.
Improve your bottom line.

Brooklyn.

Two Trees Management Co, LLC

45 Main Street, Suite 602, DUMBO, Brooklyn, NY 11201 
Commercial and Residential Property Management

Find out how by visiting, 
TwoTreesNY.com

Move your business
to DUMBO, Brooklyn.

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Brooklyn has had its first 
reported iPad theft — a swipe 
that occurred near Fort 
Greene Park on May 28.

The 23-year-old victim 
told police that he was play-
ing on the revolutionary tab-
let computer near the corner 
of Park and Waverly avenues 
at 7:45 pm when someone ran 
up behind him and snatched 
the device out of his hand.

The thief was last seen 
running down Park Ave-
nue toward Clinton Street, 
obviously looking forward to 
checking out his new toy.

When contacted, the vic-
tim said that he had bought 
the computer a few weeks 
ago, but this was the first time 
he had taken it outside.

Still, he said that he is not 
too bummed by the theft, 
which he called a “fluke 
thing.”

“It was insured,” he 
said.

Rough return
A thief was arrested after 

swiping a woman’s iPhone 
from her hand on May 27.

The victim told police that 
she was nearing the corner of 
Clinton and DeKalb avenues 
at 1:20 pm when a 16-year-
old girl approached, asking 
her for directions.

When the woman pulled 
her phone out to check 
her map app, the girl thief 
grabbed it and ran off, but 
the woman wasn’t about to 
let her prized possession go 
without a fight.

After a brief pursuit, the 
thief turned around and 
swung at her victim, but 
missed, police were told. The 
teen then threw the phone at 
her, hitting her in the fore-
head, before police officers 
took her into custody.

A source said that the teen 
was disappointed in the qual-
ity of the phone because its 
glass screen was cracked.

No direction
Two muggers pounded 

and robbed a friendly Fort 
Greene guide on May 28 — 
but they couldn’t get out of 
the neighborhood before be-
ing arrested.

Police said the suspects 
approached their victim on 
Hanson Place between S. 
Oxford Street and S. Port-
land Avenue at 3:15 am and 
asked him for directions to 
a local bar. The victim read-
ily agreed, but the thugs fol-
lowed him around the cor-
ner and attacked, beating 
him and running off with 
his jewelry, wallet, cash — 
even his shoes.

But they didn’t get far. 
When they entered the near-
est subway station, they were 
nabbed by cops. 

Tracked down
A heavy-handed thug 

trailed a 28-year-old man for 
several blocks before mug-
ging him of his wallet and 
cellphone on May 24.

The victim told police 
he was nearing the corner 
of Carlton Avenue and Fulton 
Street at 12:30 am when the 
thief pounced, using enough 
force to cause a trip to Brook-
lyn Hospital.

Roll-by robbery
A thief on a bike threat-

ened to shoot a woman if she 
didn’t hand over her valuables 
on Adelphi Street on May 25 
— though it is unclear if he 
actually had a weapon.

Not taking any chances, 
the 35-year-old handed over 
$10 and her cellphone to the 
pinching pedaler during the 
2:50 am hold-up between 
Park and Myrtle avenues, 
cops were told.

Pretty pinch
A jeweler selling baubles 

at the Atlantic Center Mall 
lost several pricey pieces on 
May 24 — and his own em-
ployee may be to blame.

The shop owner in the 
Bruce Ratner-owned mall on 
Atlantic Avenue between Fort 
Greene Place and S. Portland 
Avenue said the employee put 
the bling in the safe right be-
fore closing on May 22. 

But when the safe was 
opened on May 24, six dia-
mond rings, five chains, four 
pendants and four bracelets 
were missing.

So was the employee, who 
didn’t show up for work that 
morning — and his phone 
number was suddenly dis-
connected.

Car loot
A thief broke into a car 

parked on S. Elliott Place on 
May 27, taking two comput-
ers, a navigation system and 
a Blackberry.

The 28-year-old motor-
ist said that he left his 2009 
Ford F150 between Hanson 
Place and S. Portland Ave-
nue at 12:15 pm before run-
ning a few errands. He re-
turned 45 minutes later to 
find his driver’s-side door 
popped open and his prop-
erty missing.

 — Thomas Tracy

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Williamsburg

McCarren mess
A group of ruffians 

stabbed a 19-year-old and 
brutally assaulted a 15-year-
old kid at McCarren Park on 

May 28.
The kid told police that 

he was hanging out at the 
park, near Roebling and Ba-
yard streets, at about 4:45 pm 
when the group surrounded 
him. The boy tried to run, 
but one of the perps hit him 
in the back of the head and 
shoved him to the ground. 
Two other goons punched 
and kicked him in the head 
before the three fled.

Others in the group then 
chased down the 19-year-old, 
apparently at random, and 
stabbed him four times with 
a “sharp object.” That victim 
told cops that he was sim-
ply sitting in the park when 
the jerks approached him, 
completely unprovoked. The 
group scattered shortly af-
ter the stabbing, and cops 
couldn’t find them.

Car prowl
A hooligan stole a purse 

containing about $800 from 
a parked car on May 26.

The victim told cops 
that she was inside a store 
at Nassau Avenue and N. 
14th Street, but she left her 
purse inside. When she re-
turned at about 4:40 pm, she 
found her window smashed 
and an empty space where 
her purse, credit cards, keys 
and cash used to be.

Vehicle thefts
Three vehicles went miss-

ing this week in Green-
point:

Cherokee from its parking 
spot on Dupont Street at 
Manhattan Avenue on May 
24. The victim returned to 
the spot at about 7:30 am the 
next day and noticed the car 
missing.

-
dan from its spot on N. Sixth 
Street near Wythe Avenue 
on May 26. The victim no-
ticed that it was missing at 
about 7:30 am.

-
tween Kingsland Avenue and 
Woodpoint Road on May 28. 
The victim noticed it miss-
ing at about 7:15 pm —  only 
an hour after he’d parked it. 
He told police that he may 
have left the keys in the ig-
nition.

— Andy Campbel

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Park iGrab!
Two thieves snatched a 

man’s iPhone while he walked 
his dog in the bucolic park 
at the foot of Main Street in 
DUMBO on May 23.

The victim told cops he 
was in the park near Plym-
outh Street at around 9:15 
pm when the pair of thugs 
approached him from be-
hind, grabbed him, and 
snatched the popular cellu-
lar device. 

Shake down
Three thugs mugged a guy 

walking on Front Street on 
May 26.

The victim told cops he 
was between Bridge and Gold 
streets at around 12:30 pm 
when one of the three trou-
blemakers said, “Hey, you! 
Come here!” The brigands 
then snatched their quarry’s 
bag and began rummaging 
through it.

During a scuffle over 
the victim’s iPhone, he was 
pushed to the ground, and the 
jerks swiped his computer 
bag, which included an as-
sortment of credit cards and 
an ID.

Cell swipe
A thief snatched a Black-

berry from a woman’s hand 
while she rode the bus on 
May 28.

The victim told cops she 
was texting as the bus reached 
Livingston and Bond streets 
at around 3:10 pm when the 
thief struck. As the doors 
opened, the cell-snatcher 
grabbed the phone and burst 
onto the street, with two cro-
nies following along.

Blinged out
Three thugs snatched 

some bling from around a 
guy’s neck on May 27.

The victim told cops he 
was at Fulton and Lawrence 
streets at around 7:30 pm 
when the trio of troublemak-
ers grabbed him and yanked 

neck. Within two hours, Of-
ficer Suranjit Dey busted the 
brigands.

Roughed up
A thug beat up a guy walk-

ing on Front Street on May 26 
and stole his bookbag.

The bruised and bat-
tered victim told cops that 
he was between Bridge and 
Gold streets at around mid-
night when his attacker ap-
proached from behind, threw 
him to the ground, and began 
punching and kicking him the 
head. The thief then snatched 
the victim’s backpack, which 
contained a laptop, portable 
hard drive, an iPod, and a 
digital camera.

— Stephen Brown

90TH PRECINCT
Williamsburg–Bushwick

Purse choke
A thug put a woman in 

a chokehold and stole cash 

from her wallet on Metropol-
itan Avenue on May 26.

The bastard approached 
his victim from behind at 
about 4:12 am and put his arm 
around her neck, whispering, 
“Give me your purse.” 

The brute took $200 and 
her iPod before fleeing on 
Rodney Street.

Purse snatch
A gunman snatched a 

woman’s purse on May 24 
at the Flushing Avenue sta-
tion.

The perp approached the 
woman at 11:35 am as she 
was walking on Marcy Av-
enue and Wallabout Street, 
flashed a handgun, and said, 
“Give me your purse.”

She obliged, and he fled 
down Marcy Avenue.

Mac thief
A burglar broke into a 

Morgan Avenue apartment on 
May 22, stealing two room-
mates’ things while they were 
on vacation.

The thief climbed into the 
apartment’s rear window near 
Harrison Street between 9 
am on May 22 and 9:50 pm 
on May 25, rounding up 
$4,699 worth of computers 
and cameras.

Jeep gershed

had been parked on S. 11th 
Street and Wythe Avenue on 
May 18 at 9 am. When the 
driver returned to the scene at 
7 am the next day, she found 
her car was missing.

Toyota taken
A thief stole a Toyota that 

had been parked on Middle-
ton Street on May 27 at 7 pm. 
When the driver returned 12 
hours later, he found that his 
car was missing.

L-train larceny
A perp snatched a wom-

an’s phone while she was rid-
ing an Eighth Avenue-bound 
L train on May 22.

The victim told cops that 
the thief made his move at 
around 7:20 pm, when the 
doors opened at Grand 
Street.

He fled into the gloam-
ing.

Triumph lost
A thief rode off into the 

sunset on a Triumph motor-
cycle that he swiped off S. 
First Street on May 27.

The owner told cops that 
the crime must have occurred 
between 3 pm and 8:30 pm 
near the corner of Bedford 
Avenue.

Camera seize
A burglar broke into a S. 

First Street apartment on 
May 31, getting thousands 
in fancy stuff.

The resident told cops that 
he was not in the unit, which 
is near Bedford Avenue, from 
12:15 pm to 4:55 pm, when he 
returned to find $3,900 worth 
of property missing.

Follow him
Two perps choked and 

mugged a man in the hall-
way of his Manhattan Ave-
nue apartment building on 
May 29.

The perps followed their 
victim into the building, 
which is near Montrose 
Avenue, at 10:25 pm, then 

grabbed him and removed 
his property.

 — Aaron Short

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge-Dyker Heights

Club carnage
Two men were stabbed 

near Club F1 on 65th Street 
after a night of partying on 
May 30.

The victims, both 21, 
said that they had just left 
the nightspot at 4 am and 
clashed with another club 
hopper when they reached 
Eighth Avenue.

The stranger pulled out a 
knife and attacked, leaving 
one of the victims with cuts 
to his head, neck and shoul-
der. His companion sustained 
a deep cut to the neck and 
was taken to Lutheran Med-
ical Center.

BB sting
A 44-year-old woman was 

shot in the head by a B.B. 
sniper on Bay Ridge Ave-
nue on May 24.

The woman said she was 
walking near Fort Hamil-
ton Parkway at 9 pm when 
a B.B. struck the right side 
of her head, leaving her with 
a cut.

She did not know where 
the B.B. was fired from, she 
told police.

Unwanted guest
A burglar forced his way 

into an 88th Street home on 
May 27, taking a laptop com-
puter and a necklace.

The homeowner said that 
he left his apartment be-
tween Gelston Avenue and 
Fort Hamilton Parkway at 
1:30 pm to pick up his wife 
and child.

He returned about two 
hours later to find his door 
damaged and his stuff gone.
 — Thomas Tracy

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Pranked and 
robbed

Two creeps robbed a 
woman at Ozzie’s cafe on 
Seventh Avenue after kick-
ing out the chair from under-
neath her on May 27 — but 
one was quickly arrested.

The victim told cops that 
she was drinking coffee at the 
popular coffee bar between 

at around 5:30 pm when the 
jerks approached and pulled 
their outrageous move. 

After the 40-year-old 
lady hit the floor, the pair 
snatched her Blackberry and 
laptop computer. Officer Mi-
chael Furia managed to ar-
rest a 17 year-old suspect, 
but his fellow prankster re-
mains at large.

Gershed
Some jerk stole a bicycle 

locked up on Fifth Avenue 
on May 24.

The owner of the cycle told 
cops that he had parked his 
$1,400 ride between Presi-
dent and Carroll streets at 
around 7 pm. When he re-
turned from grocery shop-
ping 15 minutes later, it was 
gone. 

Broke-in
At least two break-ins 

went down in the 78th Pre-
cinct last week.

Avenue apartment on May 24 
and stole two laptops. The 
tenant told cops that she 
was last at her place, which 
is between First Street and 
Garfield Place, at around 
11 am. When she returned 
seven hours later she dis-
covered that the two com-
puters, valued at $2,500, had 
been stolen.

Fourth Street apartment 
on May 25 and stole an as-
sortment of electronics and 
jewelry. The tenant told cops 
that she was not in the home, 
which is between Sixth and 
Seventh avenues, from 1 pm 
until 5 pm, when she discov-
ered the missing laptops, dig-
ital cameras and bling.

Infernal combustion
Park Slopers, keep an 

eye on your autos, because 
at least four cars were sto-
len last week:

old Ford van from Fourth 
Avenue between Second 
and Third streets overnight 
on May 23. The owner told 
cops that he had parked the 
car at 8 pm, but it was gone 
by morning.

from Sixth Avenue. The 
owner told cops that he had 
last seen his ride between 11th 
and 12th streets on May 9, 
but it, along with a naviga-
tion system, an iPod, and an 
assortment of tools, was gone 
three days later.

stolen from Sterling Place 
sometime within two weeks 
before its owner discovered it 
gone from the block between 
Sixth and Seventh avenues 
on May 28.

from Montgomery Place on 
May 27. The owner told cops 
that he parked his ride be-
tween Eighth Avenue and 
Prospect Park West at around 
2:30 pm, but it was gone six 
hours later. 

 — Stephen Brown

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens 

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Smith snatch
A thief knocked down 

a woman and stole her bag 
at the Carroll Street F train 
station on May 25 — but he 
didn’t get far before he was 
nabbed.

The victim told cops that 
she was waiting on the Man-
hattan-bound platform un-
derneath President Street 
at around 2:25 am when a 
22-year-old man approached, 
knocked her down and took 
her bag.

He ran away with the con-
tents — a cellphone, an iPod, 
a laptop and $20 — but was 
quickly apprehended by Of-
ficer Aldo Gil.

Slice and dice
A thief with a boxcut-

ter robbed a man on Pres-
ident Street after threaten-
ing to slice his belly early 
on May 24.

The victim told police that 
he was at the corner of Court 
Street at around 5 am when 
a perp approached, put the 
blade of the boxcutter against 
his abdomen and said, “Give 
me some money or I am go-
ing to hurt you.”

The victim took out $270, 
and an accomplice grabbed 
it. — Gersh Kuntzman

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at
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Saturday
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Park

The Brooklyn Hospital Center Community Health Fair

For Children

Free Screenings Information

Saturday, June 12, 2010 10am-3pm
Fort Greene Park (DeKalb Ave. & Washington Park)

718.250.8344 www.tbh.org

LOTS OF
GIVEAWAYS!

RELAXATIONEXERCISES
FACE PAINTING 

& CLOWNS

By Helen Klein
for The Brooklyn Paper

In a surprising reversal, the 
founder of a public school with 
a controversial Arabic curric-
ulum announced that she will 
not pursue a lawsuit against the 
city for wrongful termination 
— despite a recent report from 
a federal agency that she was 
deserving of financial repara-
tions and reinstatement. 

The former principal of 
the Khalil Gibran Interna-
tional Academy, Debbie Al-
montaser, said that the pros-
pect of a protracted court case 
that would have thrust her back 
into the spotlight was too much 
to bear.

“I have decided that it is 
time for me to move on with 
my professional and personal 
life,” said Almontaser. “Ad-
ditional litigation of the dis-
crimination claim would 
mean re-living the unfortu-
nate and painful events of Au-
gust, 2007, when news stories 
daily distorted my words and 
attacked my work, my integ-
rity, and my reputation.”

Almontaser’s decision to 
withdraw the suit comes only 
two months after the federal 
 Equal Employment Opportu-
nity Commission ruled  that 
the Department of Education 
“succumbed to the very bias 
that creation of the school was 
intended to dispel” when it 

Almontaser doesn’t want to go through with fi ght

first Muslim-American to 
run the school in its brief 
history — a coincidence 
that did not elude the em-
battled educator.

“While it is shameful that 
it took a finding of discrimi-
nation by an independent fed-
eral agency to force the city’s 
hand, I hope that this appoint-
ment will bring the stability 
and leadership to the school 
that it so badly needs,” Al-
montaser said. 

Almontaser currently 
works as a special education 
coordinator at a high school 
in Brooklyn, and is still await-
ing a decision by the US Court 
of Appeals on another lawsuit 
charging that her First Amend-
ment rights were violated by 
her firing.

forced the Muslim educator 
to quit her job as principal of 
Khalil Gibran.

City officials reiterated 
their stance that Almontaser’s 
firing was legal.

“As we’ve stated previ-
ously, the [federal] finding 
was without any basis what-
soever, and the [Department 
of Education] in no way dis-
criminated against Ms. Al-
montaser,” said Michael 
Best, a lawyer for the city.
The whirlwind of controversy 
surrounding Almontaser be-
gan back in February, 2007, 
when the educator  unveiled 
an innovative English and Ar-
abic curriculum  that would, 
she said, foster greater under-
standing between two cultures 
that are often perceived as be-

ing at odds.
But right-wing bloggers got 

wind of the new school, and 
labels like “madrassa” and “ji-
had school” began circulating 
in the media.

During the furor, Al-
montaser appeared in a New 
York Post article about a line 
of T-shirt designs that read, 
“Intifada NYC.” Almontaser 
failed to renounce the shirts in 
the article, and resigned in the 
subsequent firestorm.

The school opened with-
out her.

In the wake of the federal 
ruling in March that vindi-
cated Almontaser, Khalil Gi-
bran’s then-principal, Holly 
Anne Reichert, abruptly re-
signed and Beshir Abdellatif 
took over, making him the 

The opening of the Khalil Gibran International Academy attracted considerable 
attention in 2007 — but founder Debbie Almontaser (left) was long gone by then.

“I have five kids and I’m the 
breadwinner of the family. 
I needed to improve my fi-
nancial status.”

After Guzman spoke with 
several co-workers and did 
his own research about how 
to organize them to ask for 
better wages and health ben-
efits, a representative from 
the building’s management 
company, Roseland Proper-
ties, questioned him about 
his activities — then deliv-
ered the news.

“I asked them why I was 
being fired and they said be-
cause I was rallying for the 
union,” said Guzman.

Martinez also received 
notice from his employer, 
Lifestyles Services, that 
he had been laid off, but he 
says he hasn’t even been told 
why he has been fired or re-
ceived his checks from pre-
vious work. 

“I haven’t told my son. 
I don’t know what to do,” 
said Martinez. “I may need 
to seek some kind of help. 
Right now I’m going crazy 
with this.”

Labor disputes have been 
rare in Williamsburg over the 
past five years during the real 
estate boom. Many of the new 
developments along the wa-
terfront, including The Edge 
on N. Fifth Street, use union 
laborers, as stipulated by the 
city during its 2005 water-
front rezoning. But 184 Kent 
is a renovated property, which 
was exempt from the rezon-
ing agreement.

Still, the building man-
agement company, Rose-
land Properties, likely did 
not have the legal recourse to 
terminate the workers’ con-
tracts. Federal law prohibits 
employers from discharging 
or disciplining anyone who 
seeks to be represented by 
a union.

“If the employees are 
trying to organize and they 
are dismissed for that rea-

son, that’s an unfair labor 
practice,” said Al Blyer, the 
Brooklyn regional director 
of the National Labor Rela-
tions Board. “The remedy is 
to offer their jobs back, with 
some back pay.” 

That’s what Guzman and 
Martinez want — as long as 
they are unionized. The av-
erage salary for a unionized 
concierge is between $19 and 
$22 an hour, while a handy-
man would earn almost $20 
an hour, numbers based on 
last month’s apartment build-
ing workers settlement.

The men have contacted 
the SEIU-32BJ, a service 
workers union, to handle 
their labor case. So far, 14 
workers have signed cards 
saying that they want to join 
a union.

“We hope to get the men 
working again and get their 
jobs back,” said Kwame 
Patterson, a spokesman for 
SEIU, which has already filed 
a complaint with the Na-
tional Labor Relations Board 
against Roseland Properties, 
Lifestyles Services, and the 
building’s developer, JMH 
Development, for “interro-
gation, threats and wrong-
ful termination.”

For now, the fired work-
ers handed out fliers out-
side their former employer’s 
building last week inform-
ing tenants about the firings. 
On Wednesday afternoon, as 
tenants were returning from 
work, some took the flyers, 
cheering “right on.” Others 
reacted with surprise, prom-
ising to call the building’s de-
veloper with complaints.

“We’ve been getting a 
good response,” said Mar-
tinez. “People are calling 
and e-mailing the manage-
ment.”

Calls to Roseland Prop-
erties were not returned and 
a spokesman for JMH De-
velopment declined to com-
ment.

Continued from page 1

KENT…

risdiction, alas).
But DeBlasio was not de-

terred.
“We want to make our-

selves available to help peo-
ple deal with city agencies,” 
he said.

In fact, the public advo-
cate seemed relieved to hear 
the select private concerns 
that reflected greater issues. 
One woman, who refused to 
give her name, told DeBlasio 
that charter schools should 
accept students regardless of 
their test scores and grades. 
She said she was upset her 
daughter could not get into 
one and remains in public 
school, where some teach-

ers “don’t care if students 
learn or not.”

And Sabrett vendor Ab-
dul Karim called for the pub-
lic advocate’s attention to a 
pressing matter: the theft 
of food and drinks from 
his cart by high school stu-
dents after dismissal time last 
week. Karim ranted that hun-
dreds of kids, who regularly 
swarm the stand’s corner each 
weekday afternoon, left “not 
one bit of food” — and po-
lice haven’t been helpful.
DeBlasio listened intently, 
but after Karim tried to re-
fer the advocate to another 
victim down the street that 
Dr. DeBlasio told his patient 
that, alas, his time was up.

Continued from page 1

DEBLASIO
Public Advocate Bill DeBlasio talks to Zelphia Phillips.
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By Andy Campbell
The Brooklyn Paper

A Brooklyn Heights Key Food that 
has been repeatedly accused of chang-
ing the “sell-by” date on meat is off 
the hook this week after the state re-
vealed that the relabeling practice is 
completely legal.

The Atlantic Avenue market was 
under state scrutiny  last month  af-
ter customer Marie Viljoen took pic-
tures of a spoiled D’Artagnan chicken, 
which appeared to have a new “sell 
by” date placed over the 11-day-old 
original. The store has been smacked 
with some serious food safety vio-
lations over the past few months, 
but the state now says that there’s 
no problem.

“ ‘Sell by’ dates are nothing but a 
tool for store managers,” said Jessica 
Ziehm, spokeswoman for the Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Markets that 
inspected the Key Food after Viljo-
en’s claims. “It’s not illegal to re-

date or re-package, though they’re 
still required to sell safe, wholesome 
products. We went there and found 
no problems.”

Ziehm said the department followed 
up on Viljoen’s May 13 claim mainly 
because her chicken had spoiled — 
but inspectors couldn’t find any “crit-
ical deficiencies” in the store’s prac-
tices at that time. 

That said, reports obtained by 
The Brooklyn Paper revealed that 
this particular Key Food walked a 
thin line last month after inspectors 
found back-to-back food deficiencies 
of the worst grade. In April, inspec-
tors found a significant “buildup of 
old encrusted meat residues on food 
contact surfaces,” and in May, they 
found flies in the basement kitchen 
— problems that were resolved in 
front of inspectors.

If the Key Food had failed a third 
inspection on May 13, its license could 
have been revoked, Ziehm said.

Viljoen isn’t the only one complain-

ing. On Monday, after the Cobble Hill 
Blog reprinted our original story, a 
commenter  provided a shocking pic-
ture  of a package of meat labeled “oc-
topus” that clearly contained some oc-
topus, but mostly imitation crab.

Still, the store is exonerated in the 
eyes of the state, at least until the next 
inspection. A manager who asked not 
to be named denied having ever tam-
pering with the labels — though he 
extended an apology to Viljoen.

“We want our customers coming 
back,” the employee said. “We want to 
do a service to this community.”

He even offered Viljoen a free 
chicken, but she won’t accept, say-
ing that the store’s previous complaints 
and inspection failures are telling.

“I read labels because I want to 
know what I’m eating — I think 
this is a systematic problem,” Vil-
joen said. “[The workers] seem to 
do whatever they can get away with. 
I won’t shop there anymore, based 
on principle.”

State says fowl is fair!
Ag agency: Key Food chicken relabeling is OK

For the second time in as many months, a woman 
has complained to the state that the Key Food on 
Atlantic Avenue has relabled chickens. In this photo, 
the sell-by date is June 10. But closer inspection re-
vealed that the original date was apparently June 2.

Fi
le

 p
ho

to
s 

b
y 

To
m

 C
al

la
n



6  AWP  June 4–10, 2010



The Brooklyn Paper’s essential guide to the Borough of Kings June 4–10, 2010(718) 260-2500

Happy bee-day!
On June 12, the Brooklyn Botanic Garden 

celebrates its 100th birthday the sweetest way 
it knows possible.

From bee-made and -inspired products to 
honey taste tests from local beekeepers, it’s an 

apiary extravaganza.
Fill up on honey products 

made by Liddabit Sweets and 
Sugarbuilt and the sweet stuff 

itself made by local roof-
top beekeepers, who got a 

boost after the city made the 
practice legal in the city this 
past March.

Throughout the day, sam-
ple sounds from local bands including soul re-
vival act the Sweet Divines, performing with the 
queen bee herself, Maxine Brown; Brooklyn’s 
own kings of a cappella, The Persuasions; the 
gypsy jazz of Stephane Wrembel and his Django 
Experiment; as well as a special performance by 
Hiten Marimba Duo of — what else — “Flight 
of the Bumblebee.”

There’s a lot to bee excited about.
“Centennial Bee-Day Party” at the Brook-

lyn Botanic Garden [1000 Washington Ave. at 
Crown Street in Crown Heights], June 12, 11 
am-6 pm. Free. For info, visit www.bbg.org.

— Meredith Deliso

It’s the Sundance that spans the seas.
More than 100 cutting edge films lensed 

from as far away as Uruguay and as close as 
Union Street will premiere from June 4 to 
June 13 as the Brooklyn International Film 
Festival celebrates its 13th year.

There’ll be the requi-
site dramas, documen-
taries, eye-popping ani-
mation and short films 
of every stripe — and 
there’s even a f lick 
about bloggers.

Hey, what would a 
Brooklyn-based film 
festival be without 
“Colin Hearts Kay” a 
delightfully wacky live action/animation com-
edy set in Park Slope that exposes the true danger 
about blogging — it’s hell on relationships.

Festival screening director Nathan Kensinger 
said that more than 2,400 submissions from 
throughout the U.S. and more than 90 other 
countries were sent in for consideration.

“It was an extremely tight competition, but 
we picked the ones that stood out, the ones 
that expressed the most current, exciting and 
newest ideas,” he said.

Brooklyn International Film Festival at 
the Brooklyn Heights Cinema [70 Henry St. 
between Cranberry and Orange streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 596-7070] and 
indieScreen [285 Kent Ave. between S. 
First and S. Second streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 388-4306].  For info, visit www.
brooklynfilmfestival.org. — Thomas Tracy

By Kristen V. Brown
for The Brooklyn Paper

ometimes you leave it to the experts. 
Sometimes — particularly when ri-
diculously amazing ice cream from 

Phinizy and Phebe is involved — you 
don’t.

With flavors like 
goat cheese caramel 
and fluffnut — stud-
ded with Ritz crack-
ers, Marshmallow 
Fluff, peanut butter, 
caramel and choco-
late — do-it-yourself ice cream masters 
Jess Eddy and Crista Freeman, aka Phin-
izy and Phebe, have managed to intro-
duce something shiny and new to an ice 
cream scene already packed with inven-
tive flavors from folks like Blue Marble 
and Van Leeuwen.

Better yet, they’re doing it all from 
the confines of their teeny Williams-
burg kitchen. DIY, indeed!

The confections aren’t in stores yet, but 
watch out, these ladies are on fire. After 
debuting earlier this month at the Brook-
lyn Lyceum, the duo has already found 
itsdelf bombarded with e-mails, clamor-
ing for more.

Web gurus by day, the pair started off in-
nocently enough, taking up ice cream mak-
ing as a fun indoor hobby over the winter. 
Soon though, they were hooked.

“We’ve been making ice cream together 
since about February — just for fun,” said 
Freeman. “Then it became this crazy ob-
session. We were prototyping two flavors a 
weekend. One time, we even made four.”

For many of the flavors, the two take in-
spiration from their childhoods growing up 
in Maine (Eddy) and the south (Freeman) 
— like for instance the Fluffnut, which was 

inspired by fluffernutter sandwiches their 
moms used to make them as kids.

This spring, they decided to take their 
obsession mainstream, bringing it to fairs, 
like one at the Brooklyn Lyceum.

For now, the duo is working in home 
kitchen-sized four quart “nano batches,” 
but an expansion is on the horizon. Even-
tually, they’ll sell it in stores, and per-

haps offer ice cream delivery or open up 
a parlor.

In the meantime, catch them at the 
Hester Street fair in Manhattan June 12 
and 13, and the Homemade Brooklyn pop-
up shop on June 25.

Watch out Van Leeuwen — looks like 
someone’s about to give you a run for your 
artisanal ice cream money.

Mix up relief from the heat — in your own kitchen

Get ready for your best night ever.
On June 13, Paul F. Tompkins, best known as the 

irreverent, gap-toothed host of “Best Week Ever,” 
as well as a cast member on “Mr. Show,” comes 
to the Bell House for a night of comedy.

Tompkins has local fans to thank for the show. 
As part of an ongoing 
bit about social media, 
Tompkins has vowed to 
perform wherever 300 
online admirers de-
mand it.

It’s a modest number 
for the dapper comedian, 
who’s gained fans for his 
three-piece suits, as well 
as his kingly storytell-

ing, which delves from the personal (his moth-
er’s death) to the silly (cake vs. pie).

“There has been a debate raging in our society 
for many, many years,” says Tompkins in the lat-
ter bit. “People are on one side or the other. There 
doesn’t seem to be any middle ground.

“Some people like cake more than pie, some 
people like pie more than cake,” he continues, 
building momentum. “We’ve never been able 
to agree which one is best — until this his-
toric night!”

Paul F. Tompkins at the Bell House [149 
Seventh St. between Second and Third 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 643-6510], June 
13 at 8 pm. Tickets $20. For info, visit www.
thebellhouseny.com. — Meredith Deliso

Re/Dress NYC
109 Boerum Pl
Brooklyn, NYC
718-522-7962
buy*sell*trade

10% OFF WITH THIS AD
nyc’s only plus size

vintage and resale boutique
open 7 days

new clothing arriving daily

Restaurant & Lounge
66 Water Street in DUMBO

718-625-9352
www.waterstreetrestaurant.com

NEXT WEEK ON WATER STREET...

WORLD CUP 
BEGINS JUNE 11!
WATCH ON OUR BIG SCREENS
(Restaurant opens at 11am)
Fri 6/11 South Africa vs. Mexico (10am)
 Uruguay vs. France (2:30pm)
Sat 6/12 South Korea vs. Greece (7:30am)
 Argentina vs. Nigeria (10am)
 England vs. USA (2:30pm)
Sun 6/13 Algeria vs. Slovenia (7:30am)
 Serbia vs. Ghana (10am)
 Germany vs. Australia (2:30pm)
Mon 6/14 Holland vs. Denmark (7:30am)
 Japan vs. Cameroon (10am)
 Italy vs. Paraguay (2:30pm)
Tue 6/15 New Zealand vs. Slovakia (7:30am)
 Ivory Coast vs. Portugal (10am)
 Brazil vs. North Korea (2:30pm)
Wed 6/16 Honduras vs. Chile (7:30am)
 Spain vs. Switzerland (10am)
 South Africa vs. Uruguay (2:30pm)
Thu 6/17 Argentina vs. South Korea (7:30am)
 Greece vs. Nigeria (10am)
 France vs. Mexico (2:30pm)
Fri 6/18 Germany vs. Serbia (7:30am)
 Slovenia vs. USA (10am)
 England vs. Algeria (2:30pm)

366 ATLANTIC AVENUE
(Between Hoyt & Bond. Located in Kimera)

718.422.1149

E X P E R T  B R A  F I T T E R

It starts with 
the right 
foundation.

Style starts at 
Iris Lingerie.

Memorial Day is behind us, so it’s officially sum-
mer in our book. But summer gets hot, so we’ve 

prepared a package of stories around the universal 

concept of staying cool when everyone around you 
is melting. So in this special section, you’ll find tips on 
making your own ice cream, shaking a perfect summer 

cocktail and even advice on making your own beer 
(first piece of advice? Grab a beer before reading the 
advice on how to make your own beer). Enjoy!

Frosty: Crista Freeman (left) and Jess Eddy are making gourmet ice cream out of their Montrose Avenue apartment.
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out the 

recipe on 
page 9

Manhattan has its own cocktail. So 
does Singapore, Russia and even freakin’ 
Long Island. And now, thanks to us, our 
worthy borough finally has a drink to 
call its own.

Meet “The Brooklyn Summer,” a minty-
lemony-bourbon classic crafted exclu-
sively for our readers by Luke Wheeler, 
the general manager of DUMBO hotspot 
reBar.

Wheeler’s blend offers a hint of sweet-
ness that never fully overwhelms the bour-
bon bite.

“The simple syrup and mint leaves give 
it a bright, summery flavor,” said Wheeler, 
who used bourbon in a nod to the classic 

summer cocktail, the mint julep. “And 
everyone likes lemonade.”

reBar [147 Front St. near Jay Street 
in DUMBO, (718) 797-2322]. Look out 
in mid-June for the bar’s new summer 
cocktail menu.  — Meredith Deliso

Created by Luke Wheeler

INGREDIENTS
4 mint leaves
Simple syrup
1 lemon
2 ounce Maker’s 

Mark bourbon
Crushed ice

DIRECTIONS
Cut the lemon 

in half, and cut one half into three 
slices. Muddle mint and lemon slices 
with simple syrup. Squeeze in juice 
from remaining lemon half. Pour in 
Maker’s Mark.

Top with crushed ice. Garnish with 
a copy of your favorite Community 
Newspaper Group print edition.

By Meredith Deliso
The Brooklyn Paper

o you’re thinking about brewing beer 
at home?

Lucky for you, many before you have 
adventured into homebrewing, pioneering 
the way for beer enthusiasts to start making 
their own brew in bathtubs. “Anybody who 
homebrews likes to craft things from hand,” 
said Kevin Avanzato, general manager of 
Union Hall, which is hosting a homebrew-
ing competition on June 15. “To be able to 
make your own beer is magical.”

Here’s a look at stores where you can 
buy tools and ingredients (where would 
one buy hops, anyway?) as well as find 
friendly advice and classes.

 

In January, Benjamin Stutz and Dan-
ielle Cefaro opened Brooklyn Homebrew 

in Gowanus, a space devoted to DIY brew-
ing. Begin your adventure in homebrewing 
with a $75 introductory kit, which includes 
a fermenting bucker, bottling bucker, air 

See BEER on page 9

Beer guru: Brooklyn Homebrew 
owner Benjamin Stutz shares with 
us how you make beer at home.
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Saporita

PIZZA
DOWNTOWN BROOKLYN

FREE delivery to Downtown and parts of  
Brooklyn Heights, Cobble Hill & Boerum Hill

27 Smith Street  (near Livingston Street)

718-643-7777
Open Sunday to Friday, 10:30am to 7pm

www.saporitapizza.com
 

Crazy Tuesday Special:
1 slice +12oz soft drink: $2.00

DAILY SPECIALS:
2 slices + 16oz 
soft drink: $5.00

1 slice + small garden salad 
+ 16oz soft drink: $5.50

Large garden salad + bottle water: $5.00
Hero sandwich, any size: includes FREE 
16oz soft drink or bottle water
Specials available for pick-up only, 11am to 3pm daily
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FRI, JUNE 4
NATIVE AMERICAN CELEBRATION: 

The Redhawk Arts Council hosts 
“Gateway to Nations” featuring au-
thentic cuisine, demonstrations and 
music. $12, $7 seniors and children, 
children 6 and under free. 10 am–5 
pm. Gateway National Recreation 
Area at Floyd Bennett Field [50 Avi-
ation Rd. near Flatbush Avenue in 
Marine Park, (718) 686-9297], www.
redhawkcouncil.org. 

LIBERTY WEEKEND: Features a 
George Washington re-enactor and 
the firing of a Civil War cannon. free. 
10 am–4 pm. New Utrecht Reformed 
Church [1831 84th Street in New 
Utrecht/Bensonhurst, (718) 256-
7173], www.historicnewutrecht.org. 

RED HOOK FESTIVAL: Music, face-
painting, kayaking and more. Free. 
6–9 pm. Coffey Park [Richards 
Street and Pioneer Street in Red 
Hook, (718) 643-6790 x113]. 

MUSIC, CAROL LEVEN: CD release 
party. $10. 6–8:30 pm. Puppet’s 
Jazz Bar [481 Fifth Ave. at 11th 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 499-
2622], www.puppetsjazz.com. 

ART OPENING, “JACKPOT”: 7–9 pm. 
PowerHouse Arena (37 Main St. 
at Water Street in DUMBO), www.
elastic-city.com. 

TOUR, VICTORIAN BROOKLYN 
HEIGHTS: Includes hundreds of 
pre-Civil War buildings and lots of 
history. $15. 7 pm. Brooklyn Bor-
ough Hall [209 Joralemon St. be-
tween Court and Adams streets in 
Brooklyn Heights, (917) 803-8551], 
www.meetup.com/Friendly-Native-
New-Yorker-Walking-Tours. 

MUSIC, THIS TOWN NEEDS GUNS: 
$10. 7:30 pm. Southpaw [125 Fifth 
Ave. at St. Johns Place in Park Slope, 
(718) 230-0236], www.spsounds.com. 

MUSIC, ONE WORLD SYMPHONY: 
Playing the music of Ravel, Berlioz 
and Piaf. $40 ($30 seniors and stu-
dents). 8 pm. St. Ann’s Church [157 
Montague St. at Clinton Street in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 707-1411], 
www.oneworldsymphony.org. 

COMEDY NIGHT: Hosted by Nick 
Turner (College Humor) and Jason 
Saenz (DC Comedy Festival). Free. 
8 pm. Coco66 [66 Greenpoint Ave. 
between Franklin and West streets 

delicate vocals to make you think of 
summers past. 10 pm. Pete’s Candy 
Store [709 Lorimer St. at Richardson 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 302-
3770], www.petescandystore.com. 

SAT, JUNE 5

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
RED HOOK FESTIVAL: Music, face-

painting, kayaking and more. Free. 
11 am–7 pm. Louis J. Valentino, Jr. 
Park & Pier [Coffey Street and Ferris 
Street in Red Hook, (718) 643-6790 
x113]. 

ARTWALK: Showcasing more than 200 
artists along dozens of surrounding 
blocks in an interactive celebra-
tion. Free. 1–6 pm. [Atlantic Ave. 
between Hoyt and Bond streets in 
Boerum Hill, (718) 875-8993], www.
artwalk2010.com. 

PERFORMANCE
DANCE, LE CIRQUE FERRIQUE: Re-

imagining of favorite childhood 
fairy-tales. $30 ($25 children). 2 pm 
and 7 pm. 303 Bond Street Theatre 
(303 Bond St. between Sackett and 
Union streets in Carroll Gardens), 
www.companyXIV.com. 

THEATER, INTERNATIONAL TOY 
THEATER FESTIVAL: 11 am. See 
Friday, June 4. 

MUSIC, QUINTET OF THE AMERI
CAS MANNAHATTA CONCERT: 2 
pm. Waterfront Museum Barge [290 
Conover St. near Reed Street in Red 
Hook, (718) 624-4719], www.water-
frontmuseum.org. 

THEATER, “RIP JD — A CELEBRA
TION OF DEATH”: As part of the 
Too Soon Festival. $15. 3 pm. Brick 
Theater [575 Metropolitan Ave. at 
Lorimer Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
907-6189], www.bricktheater.com. 

OPERA, “CARMEN”: Regina Opera 
presents Bizet’s classic opera. $5-$20. 
3 pm. Regina Hall [1230 65th St. at 
12th Avenue in Dyker Heights, (718) 
232-3555], www.reginaopera.org. 

ART, TARGET FIRST SATURDAY: 
Music, dance, films and books, fea-
turing JC Hopkins Biggish Band, Ev-
idence Dance Company and House 
of Ninja. Admission free after 5 pm. 
5–11 pm. Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washington Ave-
nue in Prospect Heights, (718) 638-
5000], www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

MUSIC, GARY BROCKS GROUP: 
$6. 6–8:30 pm. Puppet’s Jazz Bar 
[481 Fifth Ave. at 11th Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 499-2622], www.
puppetsjazz.com. 

THEATER, “REDBEARD AND DOMI
CELLA”: As part of the Too Soon 
Festival. $15. 6 pm. Brick Theater [575 
Metropolitan Ave. at Lorimer Street 
in Williamsburg, (718) 907-6189], 

income. 8 pm. Brooklyn Arts Ex-
change [421 Fifth Ave. at Eighth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 832-
0018], www.Momasphere.com. 

MUSIC, AYAKO SHIRASAKI TRIO: 
$12. 9–11:30 pm. Puppet’s Jazz Bar 
[481 Fifth Ave. at 11th Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 499-2622], www.pup-
petsjazz.com. 

MUSIC, CHRIS MASTERSON AND 
ELEANOR WHITMORE: 9 pm. 
Pete’s Candy Store [709 Lorimer St. 
at Richardson Street in Williams-
burg, (718) 302-3770], www.petes-
candystore.com. 

MUSIC, MILTON: Traditional folk, blues 
and country songs with old time 
harmonies. $10. 9:30 pm. Jalopy 
[315 Columbia St. between Hamilton 
Avenue and Woodhull Street in Co-
lumbia Street Waterfront, (718) 395-
3214], www.jalopy.biz. 

THEATER, INTERNATIONAL TOY 
THEATER FESTIVAL: Colossal cel-
ebration of tiny art. $75. 10 pm. St. 
Ann’s Warehouse [38 Water St. at 
Dock Street in DUMBO, (718) 254-
8779], www.stannswarehouse.org. 

MUSIC, ABANDONDED LIGHT
HOUSE: Ambient guitar with 

in Greenpoint, (917) 807-6045], 
www.myspace.com/coco66. 

MUSIC, CLASSICAL CONCERT: With 
FLUX Quartet. $25 ($20 seniors, $10 
students). 8 pm. Bargemusic [Fulton 
Ferry Landing, Old Fulton Street 
and Furman Street in DUMBO, (718) 
624-2083], www.bargemusic.org. 

FILM, BROOKLYN INTERNATIONAL 
FILM FESTIVAL OPENING NIGHT: 
The first night of the week-long 
festival includes two independent 
films: “Gabi on the Roof in July” and 
“The Welfare Worker.” $25. 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Heights Cinema [70 Henry 
Street at Orange Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 596-7070]. 

THEATER, A PREVIEW AND POST
MORTEM FOR THE TOO SOON 
FESTIVAL: Free. 8 pm. Brick The-
ater [575 Metropolitan Ave. at Lo-
rimer Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
907-6189], www.bricktheater.com. 

MUSIC, DEAD COPYCATS: 8 pm. 
Pete’s Candy Store [709 Lorimer St. 
at Richardson Street in Williams-
burg, (718) 302-3770], www.petes-
candystore.com. 

DANCE SHOWCASE: Directed by 
Hellen Tocci. $8 general, $5 low-

WHERE TO
FRIDAY
June 4

He’s history
Albany is a mess — 
but author William 
Hogeland suggests 
that there’s efficiency 
in even the most cha-
otic of times. Today 
you’ll see what he 
means at BookCourt, 
where he’ll read and 
discuss “Declaration: 
The Nine Tumultuous 
Weeks When Amer-
ica Became Indepen-
dent.” Not to be con-
fused with our work-
ing title, “1896: The 
Year Manhattan 
Became Dependent 
on Brooklyn.”

7 pm. “Declaration” at 
BookCourt [163 Court St. 
between Pacific and 
Dean streets in Cobble 
Hill, (718) 875-3677]. Free. 
For info, visit www.
williamhogeland.com.

SATURDAY
June 5

Towers 
two-fer
Call it a hipster’s 
paradise in Brooklyn 
Heights! More than 
60 local works of art 
will be on display at 
Cadman Towers — 
an apartment com-
plex-gone-studio — 
along with the facili-
ty’s version of a 
garage sale. It’s the 
perfect opportunity 
to ponder the urban 
art scene, while 
sporting those rad 
skinny jeans and 
scarves you found.

Noon-6 pm. Art show 
and garage sale at Cad-
man Towers [101 Clark St. 
at Monroe Place in 
Brook lyn Heights, (718) 
522-1900]. Free.

SUNDAY
June 6

Playground: 
Brooklyn
Sure, you’ve had fun 
on the monkey bars, 
but have you ever 
tried surviving a live 
zombie outbreak and 
finished a scavenger 
hunt in one day? With 
games galore, the 
“Come Out and Play” 
festival promises to 
please all ages (it’s 
got drinking games, 
too!), so head to the 
Brooklyn Lyceum.

9:30 am–6 pm. “Come 
Out and Play” at Brook-
lyn Lyceum [227 Fourth 
Ave. at President Street 
in Park Slope, (718) 857-
4816]. Free. For info and 
a list of games, visit www.
comeoutandplay.org.

WEDNESDAY
June 9

Celebrate 
Norah
You’ve heard all our 
talk about Norah 
Jones’s window war 
with the neighbors — 
but now we finally get 
a chance to appreci-
ate the girl’s pipes. 
Celebrate Brooklyn 
opens tonight, and 
silky smooth Jones is 
the headliner. She 
may not be the best 
at community rela-
tions, but a free con-
cert goes a long way 
towards soothing any 
lingering hurt.

7 pm. Norah Jones at the 
Prospect Park band shell 
(Enter park at Prospect 
Park West and Ninth 
Street in Prospect Park). 
Free. For info, visit www.
briconline.org/celebrate.

THURSDAY
June 10

Become a 
Hack!
It’s like a live-action 
episode of “The 
Office,” except every-
one’s a bit, well, 
geekier. “Hack! An I.T. 
Spaghetti Western” 
features our own 
Impetuous Theater 
Group in a slapstick 
comedy about com-
puter nerds and their 
daily dealings (and 
dramas) as employ-
ees at a Hedge fund. 
Mainframe encryp-
tion decoder not 
required.

7 pm. “Hack!” at Brick 
Theater [575 Metropo-
litan Ave. at Lorimer 
Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 907-6189]. Tickets 
are $15. For info, visit 
www.bricktheater.com.

EDITORS’ PICKS

See 9 DAYS on page 10

MON, JUNE 7
 

Membership and petition training 
meeting. 7:30 pm. Union Church of 
Bay Ridge [8101 Ridge Blvd. 
between 81st and 82nd streets in 
Bay Ridge, (718) 745-0438], www.
brooklyndemocratsforchange.com. 

TUES, JUNE 8
 Combined 

public hearing and full board meet-
ing. 6:30 pm. Swinging 60s Senior 
Center [211 Ainslie St. at Manhattan 
Avenue in Williamsburg, (718) 389-

0009], www.cb1brooklyn.org.
 

Monthly meeting. 8 pm. St. Phillip’s 
Episcopal Church [1072 80th St. 
between 10th and 11th avenues in 
Dyker Heights, (718) 748-1797]. 

WED, JUNE 9
 Full board 

meeting. 6 pm. Brown Memorial Bap-
tist Church [52 Gates Ave. between 
Washington and Waverly avenues in 
Fort Greene, (718) 596-5410]. 

 Monthly full 
board meeting. 6:30 pm. John Jay 

HS building [237 Seventh Ave. 
between Fourth and Fifth streets in 
Park Slope, (718) 643-3027].

 Monthly meet-
ing. 7 pm. Community Board 10 office 
[8119 Fifth Ave. between 81st and 82nd 
streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 745-6827]. 

 Monthly meeting. 7 pm. 
Pub lic School/Intermediate School 
229 [1400 Benson Ave. between 
14th Avenue and Bay Seventh Street 
in Ben  son hurst, (718) 759-3921], 
www.cec20.org.  
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 Bed-Stuy-based drummer Neil Clarke leads a drum-
ming extravaganza on the plaza of the Brooklyn Public Library’s 
main branch on June 5.
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FOR THE FLUFFNUTS

FOR THE ICE CREAM

To make the ice cream: 
Whisk eggs in a mixing 
bowl until light and fluffy, 
about one to two minutes. 
Whisk in the sugar, a lit-
tle at a time, then con-
tinue whisking until com-
pletely blended, about 
one minute more. Pour 
in the cream and milk and 
whisk to blend. Freeze in 
an ice-cream maker ac-
cording to manufactur-
er’s instructions.

To make the sand-
wiches: Place 10 Ritz 
crackers, top side down, 
about an inch apart on a 
cookie sheet. Put about 
a tablespoon of peanut 
butter on each cracker. 
Then do the same for the 
fluff. Cover with the re-
maining Ritz crackers to 

make the sandwiches. Put 
the cracker sandwiches 
aside.

Prepare the caramel 
by placing the butter and 
brown sugar in a medium 
saucepan. Stir and bring 
to boil. Reduce heat to 
a simmer for one to two 
minutes. Mixture may be 
lumpy, that’s OK.

To melt the chocolate, 
first boil about one cup of 
water in a saucepan over 
medium heat. Simulate a 
double boiler by placing 
a heatproof metal bowl 
on top of saucepan. Put 
chocolate chips in sauce-
pan and melt, stirring un-
til fully melted. Be careful 
not to burn the chocolate, 
as chocolate is your baby 
(and you love your baby, 
don’t you?).

Now, to make the fluff-
nuts, spoon caramel over 
each cracker sandwich, 
fully covering. Then do 
the same with the choc-
olate. Cool fluffnuts in 
refrigerator for about 
25 minutes.

Remove ice cream 
from freezer when done 
and crush fluffnuts into 
the ice cream.

Eat.

Come Out and Meet
NYC Fitness Czar &

Body Sculpt President
VINCE FERGUSON

Sports Clinics*

Basketball � Archery � Jump Rope 
Tennis � Fencing � Golf � Gymnastics 
Hip Hop � Step � Soccer � Hula Hoop
Track & Field � Baseball � Wrestling  
Football � Volleyball � Much More

Fun for the Entire Family
���Professional Instructors 
�    Health Screenings:

Vision, Dental, Hearing, Asthma
�� Nutrition and Weight Counseling 
�� Gift bags for children (while supplies last) 

�  Games and Prizes 
�� Exhibitor Booths 
�  Live Entertainment

To learn more visit:  www.bodysculpt.org 718-346-5852

EXHIBITOR  
BOOTHS  

AVAILABLE

June 12, 2010  
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  

Boys & Girls 
High School

1700 Fulton Street
Brooklyn, N.Y.

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

���
����

	

10018 Fourth Ave. (at 101 St.)  Bay Ridge
 View our menu at www.101nyc.com

RESTAURANT/BAR

We Deliver Lunch & Dinner!

lock, thermometer and other 
tools (to find out why exactly 
you need those items, check 
out our accompanying guide 
to homebrewing). 

And there wouldn’t be any 
beer without grains, yeast, 
hops and malt extract, of which 
Brooklyn Homebrew sells a 
rotating variety.

Brooklyn Homebrew [163 
Eighth St. near Third Ave-
nue in Gowanus, (718) 309-
4267]. For info, visit www.
brooklyn-homebrew.com.

Stephen Valand and Erica 
Shea of the Brooklyn Brew 
Shop sell one-gallon brewing 
kits, as well as grain, hops, 
yeast and other equipment 

to brewing novices and pros, 
with the city dweller in mind 
— the kits are small for those 
with limited space. Because 
not only do you want your 
beer to taste good, you want 
it to look good, too.

Brooklyn Brew Shop at 
the Brooklyn Flea (176 Lafay-
ette Ave. between Clermont 

and Vanderbilt avenues in 
Fort Greene, no phone), and 
also online at www.brooklyn-
brewshop.com.

At the Brooklyn Kitchen 
in Williamsburg, you can 
take classes, as well as 
mingle with homebrewers 

at their monthly Brewing 
Salon. But first, the basics; 
homebrewer extraordinaire 
Dan Pizzillo leads the spot’s 
homebrewing crash course 
(the next one’s up on June 
10), where you can learn all 
about malt, yeast, and tools 
to brew at home, as well as 
get your own equipment kit. 

It’s the closest thing to beer 
school you can find.

Brooklyn Kitchen [100 
Frost St. near Leonard Street 
in Williamsburg (718) 389-
2982]. Upcoming home-
brewing classes are on 
June 10 and 23 at 6:30 pm 
and cost $125. For info, visit 
www.brooklynkitchen.com.

Continued from page 7

Fluffnut ice cream is Phinizy & Phebe’s signature 
flavor, inspired by the peanut butter-and-fluff Ritz 
cracker sandwiches we used to eat as kids. The ice 
cream smiths added a twist by covering the delicious 
sandwiches in caramel and chocolate. Nice.

We asked Benjamin 
Stutz of Brooklyn Home-
brew in Gowanus to break 
down the process for us 
(which we’ve simplified 
even more).

INGREDIENTS

INSTRUCTIONS
1. Bring water to a boil.
2. Dissolve malt extract 

in the water with the flame 
off to avoid burning the 
extract. Once dissolved, 
return to a boil.

3. Add hops and boil for 
60 minutes. The resulting 
liquid is called the wort.

4. Chill the wort to pre-
vent any contamination  
and to ensure a clear-col-
ored beer. 

5. Cool wort to about 72 
degrees (though this tem-
perature can vary depend-
ing on whether you’re mak-
ing ale or lager).

6. Once cooled, pour 
wort into fermenter and 
add yeast.

7. Vigorously shake or 
rock the fermenter for five 
to 10 minutes.

8. Attach an airlock.
9. Let beer sit at a con-

sistent temperature (be-
tween 62 and 75 degrees, 
depending on style) in a 
dark space for one to two 
weeks.

10. Once fermentation 
is complete, keg or bottle 
the beer.

11. Enjoy.

For a fuller explanation, 
visit www.BrooklynPaper.
com.
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Visit your local Flushing Bank 
branch, call 800.581.2889 or go to 

www.FlushingBank.com to find out more.

*New Accounts and new money only. The annual percentage yield (APY) for BestRate Checking is 
1.35% and will remain in effect for 90 days after account opening. At the end of this 90 day period 
the rate will revert to standard pricing. The APY is effective May 19, 2010. You must maintain an 
average balance of $5,000 for the statement cycle to receive the disclosed yield and to avoid the 
monthly maintenance fee of $10. Fees may reduce earnings. Rates and offer are subject to change 
without notice.
**APY effective May 19, 2010. Annual percentage yield assumes principle and interest remain on 
deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. A new BestRate 
or Relationship checking account is required to open the CDs with the preferred rate. For IRA and 
rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance is $1,000. A new checking account is not required 
for IRA accounts. New deposits only. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank 
account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are 
subject to change without notice.
Flushing Bank is the trade name of Flushing Savings Bank, FSB.

       Member FDIC 

IT’S SUMMERTIME,  
AND RATES ARE HOT.

36 Month CD

2.25%
APY** 
  

On balances of $5,000 or more. 

BestRate Checking

1.35%
APY*  
  

On balances of $5,000 or more. 

     IN BROOKLYN 
  JUNE 10-20

Tickets start at $20

JUDITH JAMISON  ART IST IC  D IRECTOR
Masazumi Chaya  ASSOCIATE  ART IST IC  D IRECTOR
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BAM.org   718-636-4100
BAM Howard Gilman Opera House
Peter Jay Sharp Building, 30 Lafayette Avenue, Brooklyn

FAMILY MATINEE SPONSOR OFFICIAL VEHICLE PARTNER

“ Every American owes  
 it to him or herself to  
 see the Ailey company  
 perform Revelations.”
 OPRAH WINFREY

www.bricktheater.com. 
MUSIC, CLASSICAL CON

CERT: The Orchestra of St. 
Luke’s featuring Stephen 
Taylor, Naoko Tanaka, 
Eriko Sato, Louise Schul-
man, David Cerutti, Myron 
Lutzke and John Feeney. 
Free. 7 pm. Brooklyn Mu-
seum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
638-5000], www.brooklyn-
museum.org. 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN COM
MUNITY CHORUS: Singing 
selections from Baroque 
to Broadway. $10 ($5 for se-
niors and students). 7 pm. 
Old First Reformed Church 
[729 Carroll St. at Seventh 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638-8300]. 

SALES AND MARKETS
BAY RIDGE GREENMARKET: 

Food vendors galore. 8 
am-3 pm. Walgreens park-
ing lot [9408 Third Ave. at 
94th Street, (718) 748-5200].

PARK SLOPE GREENMARKET: 
9 am–4 pm. Grand Army 
Plaza [Union Street at Flat-
bush Avenue in Park Slope, 
(212) 788-7900], cenyc.org. 

 Free. 9 
am–5 pm. PS 321 schoolyard 
(Seventh Avenue and First 
Street in Park Slope), www.
parkslopefleamarket.com. 

GIANT TAG SALE: Free. 9 
am–5 pm. Cadman Towers 
Building (101 Clark Street, 
Between Henry Street and 
Cadman Plaza West in 
Brooklyn Heights). 

SPRING TAG AND BAKE 
SALE: To benefit Park Slope 
Child Care Collective. Free. 
10 am–3 pm. Iglesia Pres-
byterian [186 St. Johns Pl. 
at Seventh Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 399-0397]. 

ARTISTS AND FLEAS: Free. 
Noon–8 pm. Artists and 
Fleas (129 N. Sixth St. be-
tween Bedford Avenue and 
Berry Street in Williams-
burg), www.artistsandfleas.
com. 

FULTON FLEA: Free. 11 am–7 
pm. [650 Fulton Street in 
Fort Greene, (917) 364-
5648], www.fultonflea.com. 

RENEGADE CRAFT FAIR: An-
nual outdoors craft market. 
Free. 11 am–5 pm. McCa-
rren Park [Bedford Avenue 
at N. 12th Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (773) 227-2707], 
www.renegadecraft.com/
brooklyn. 

OTHER
ART, “NAILED”: More than 

1,200 paintings, drawings, 
photographs, mixed media 
and sculptures by 250 art-
ists are on exhibit and up 
for sale. 1–6 pm. Brooklyn 
Waterfront Artists Coalition 
[499 Van Brunt St., near Reed 
Street in Red Hook, (917) 
655-2980], www.bwac.org. 

LIBERTY WEEKEND: See Fri-
day, June 4.

ELECTRONICS WASTE COL
LECTION: Residential waste 
only will be accepted. Free. 
10 am–4 pm. First Unitarian 
Church [Pierrepont Street 
between Monroe Place 
and Clinton Street and the 
Brooklyn Heights Prom-
enade in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 624-5466]. 

NATIVE AMERICAN CEL
EBRATION: 11 am–7 pm. 
See Friday, June 4. 

ARTWALK: See Friday, June 4.
FILM, HISTORY AND PRAC

TICE OF AFRICAN DRUM
MING TRADITIONS: Four 
Brooklyn drummers talk 
about the history and 
practice of Afro-diasporic 
drumming in Brooklyn. 
Free. 4 pm. Brooklyn Public 
Library’s Central branch 
[Flatbush Avenue at East-
ern Parkway in Grand Army 
Plaza in Park Slope, (718) 
230-2100]. 

READING, ANDREW RICH
MOND AND CLIFF BEN
STON: 5 pm. Barbes [376 
Ninth St. at Sixth Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 965-9177], 
www.barbesbrooklyn.com. 

SUN, JUNE 6

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
ART, ARTWALK: 1–6 pm. See 

Saturday, June 5. 

PERFORMANCE
DANCE, LE CIRQUE FER

RIQUE: 2 pm and 5 pm. 
See Saturday, June 5. 

THEATER, INTERNATIONAL 

TOY THEATER FESTIVAL: 
11 am. See Friday, June 4. 

THEATER, “THAT OLD SOFT 
SHOE”: As part of the 
Too Soon Festival. $15. 
2:30 pm. Brick Theater 
[575 Metropolitan Ave. 
at Lorimer Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 907-6189], 
www.bricktheater.com. 

THEATER, “STOOP
DREAMER AND OTHER 
BROOKLYN STORIES”: 
Full cast reading directed 
by Ed Dennehy. Free. 3 pm. 
Rocky Sullivan’s [34 Van 
Dyke St. at Dwight Street in 
Red Hook, (718) 246-8050], 
www.rockysullivans.com. 

CERT: With FLUX Quartet. 
$25 ($20 seniors, $10 stu-
dents). 3 pm. Bargemusic 
[Fulton Ferry Landing, Old 
Fulton Street and Furman 
Street in DUMBO, (718) 624-
2083], www.bargemusic.org. 

OPERA, “CARMEN”: 3 pm. 
See Saturday, June 5. 

THEATER, “CHEMISTRY”: As 
part of the Too Soon Fes-
tival. $15. 5 pm. Brick The-
ater [575 Metropolitan Ave. 
at Lorimer Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 907-6189], 
www.bricktheater.com.  

THEATER, “RIP JD — A CEL
EBRATION OF DEATH”: 7 
pm. See Saturday, June 5. 

SALES AND MARKETS
 9 

am–5 pm. See Saturday, 
June 5. 

ARTISTS AND FLEAS: Noon–8 
pm. See Saturday, June 5. 

FARMERS MARKET: Free. 11 
am–5 pm. J.J. Byrne Park 
(Fifth Avenue and Fourth 
Street in Park Slope). 

FULTON FLEA: 11 am–7 pm. 
See Saturday, June 5. 

OTHER
ART, “NAILED”: 1–6 pm. See 

Saturday, June 5. 
LIBERTY WEEKEND: 10 am–4 

pm. See Friday, June 4. 
NATIVE AMERICAN CEL

EBRATION: 11 am–7 pm. 
See Friday, June 4. 

ELECTRONICS WASTE COL
LECTION: Noon–2 pm. 
See Saturday, June 5. 

ISSUE PROJECT ROOM 
BENEFIT BRUNCH: With 
actor Steve Buscemi. $95 
(includes three-course 
brunch). Noon–2 pm. Bus-
saco [833 Union St. be-
tween Sixth and Seventh 
avenues in Park Slope, 
(718) 330-0313], www.is-
sueprojectroom.org. 

MON, JUNE 7
GREEK FESTIVAL: Annual 

feast of Sts. Constantine 
and Helen. Free. 11 am–9 
pm. Sts. Constantine and 
Helen Greek Church [64 
Schermerhorn St. between 
Court Street and Boerum 
Place in Downtown, 
(718) 624-0595], www.
stconstantineandhelen.org. 

WILLIAMSBURG SPELLING 
BEE: The first 18 people 
get to play. Three strikes 
and you’re out. Free. 7:30 
pm. Pete’s Candy Store [709 
Lorimer St. at Richardson 
Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 302-3770], www.
petescandystore.com. 

BINDLESTIFF FAMILY 
CIRKUS: Variety stage 
show. $5. Galapagos 
Art Space [16 Main St. at 
Water Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 222-8500], www.
galapagosartspace.com.  

TUES, JUNE 8
FESTIVAL, GREEK FESTIVAL: 

11 am–9 pm. See Monday, 
June 7. 

BROOKLYN BLOGFEST: 
Borough bloggers and 
surprise guests step away 
from their keyboards to 
sound off about why the 
County of Kings remains 
such a rich source of 
material and inspiration. 
Free. 7 pm. Brooklyn 
Lyceum [227 Fourth Ave. 
at President Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 857-4816], 
www.brooklynlyceum.com. 

THEATER, “REDBEARD AND 
DOMICELLA”: 7 pm. See 
Saturday, June 5. 

— A GRAPHIC HISTORY 

CORD”: A discussion and 
show-and-tell of the art-
work collected in this new 
book. 7:30–9 pm. Word 
[126 Franklin St. at Milton 
Street in Greenpoint, (718) 
383-0096], wordbrooklyn.
wordpress.com. 

WED, JUNE 9
SPRING TAG AND BAKE 

SALE: A fundraiser by Park 
Slope Child Care Collective. 
Free to enter. 10 am–3 pm. 
Iglesia Presbyterian Church 
[186 St John’s Place at Sev-
enth Avenue in Park Slope, 
Brooklyn, (718) 399-0397]. 

FESTIVAL, GREEK FESTIVAL: 
11 am–9 pm. See Monday, 
June 7. 

TOUR, HISTORIC TROLLEY 
TOURS: Explore Green-
Wood Cemetery’s history, 
grounds and bird life, enjoy 
views of Manhattan’s sky-
line, and more. Reserva-
tions are not required, but 
recommended. $20 ($10 for 
Historic Fund members). 1 
pm. Green-Wood Cemetery 
[25th St. at Fifth Avenue in 
Green-Wood Heights, (718) 
768-7300], www.green-
woodcemetery.org. 

TALK, “UNDERSTANDING 
DEMENTIA” SEMINAR: 
Hosted by Prospect Park 
Residence. Free. 6:30 pm. 
Prospect Park Residence 
[1 Prospect Park West at 
Union Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 622-8400], www.
prospectparkresidence.
com. 

THEATER, “HAPPILY AFTER 
TONIGHT”: As part of 
the Too Soon Festival. 
$15. 7 pm. Brick Theater 
[575 Metropolitan Ave. 
at Lorimer Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 907-6189], 
www.bricktheater.com. 

THEATER, INTERNATIONAL 
TOY THEATER FESTI
VAL: 7:30 pm. See Friday, 
June 4. 

TALK, “EVERYTHING 
LOVELY, EFFORTLESS, 
SAFE”: Launch Party for 
Jenny Hollowell for her new 
book. 7:30–9 pm. Word 
[126 Franklin St. at Milton 
Street in Greenpoint, (718) 
383-0096], wordbrooklyn.
wordpress.com. 

FILM, “CYRUS”: Film takes 
an insightful, funny and 
refreshingly naturalistic 
look at love and family in 
contemporary LA. 7:30 
pm. BAM Rose Cinema [30 
Lafayette Ave. at Ashland 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4129], www.bam.org. 

MUSIC, NORAH JONES: 
Opening night of Cele-
brate Brooklyn. Free. 8 pm. 
Prospect Park band shell 
(Enter park at Prospect 
Park West and Ninth Street 
in Prospect Park), www.bri-
conline.org/celebrate.  

THURS, JUNE 10
FESTIVAL, SONIA MAN

ZANO: The actress/author 
better known as “Maria” 
from Sesame Street will 
emcee BPL’s Summer 
Reading block party. Free. 
10 am–4 pm. Brooklyn 
Public Library’s Central 
branch [Flatbush Avenue at 
Eastern Parkway in Grand 
Army Plaza in Park Slope, 
(718) 230-2100]. 

FESTIVAL, GREEK FESTIVAL: 
11 am–9 pm. See Monday, 
June 7. 

SPAGHETTI WESTERN: As 
part of the Too Soon Fes-
tival. $15. 7 pm. Brick The-
ater [575 Metropolitan Ave. 
at Lorimer Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 907-6189], 
www.bricktheater.com. 

READING, HANK O’NEAL: 
Author of “The Ghosts 
Of Harlem.” Free. 7 pm. 
Brooklyn Public Library’s 
Central branch [Flatbush 
Avenue at Eastern Parkway 
in Grand Army Plaza in Park 
Slope, (718) 230-2100].

WORKSHOPS ON NATIVE 
AND AFRICAN CULTURE: 
Cultural education series. 
$25. 7 pm. Brooklyn Ma-
sonic Temple [317 Clermont 
Ave. between DeKalb and 
Lafayette avenues in Fort 
Greene, (917) 743-2835], 
twwjune.eventbrite.com. 

THEATER, INTERNATIONAL 
TOY THEATER FESTIVAL: 
10 pm. See Friday, June 4.  

FRI, JUNE 11
THEATER, “ALICE…ALICE…

ALICE!”: An environmental 
excursion into Lewis Car-
roll’s Alice In Wonderland. 
$35. 8 pm. Irondale Center 
[85 S. Oxford St. in Fort 
Greene, (718) 488-9233], 
www.irondale.org. 

FESTIVAL, GREEK FESTIVAL: 
11 am–1 am. See Monday, 
June 7. 

THEATER, INTERNATIONAL 
TOY THEATER FESTI
VAL: 7:30 pm. See Friday, 
June 4. 

THEATER, “CHEMISTRY”: 7:30 
pm. See Sunday, June 6. 

COMEDY NIGHT: 8 pm. See 
Friday, June 4. 

MUSIC, CLASSICAL CON
CERT: With Pavel Haas 
Quintet. $35 ($30, seniors, 
$25 students). 8 pm. Barge-
music [Fulton Ferry Land-
ing, Old Fulton Street and 
Furman Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 624-2083], www.
bargemusic.org. 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN WOM
EN’S CHORUS: $10 ($6 for 
children). 8 pm. Brooklyn 
Society for Ethical Culture 
[53 Prospect Park West 
at Second Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 768-2972], 
www.bsec.org. 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN CON
SERVATORY COMMU
NITY ORCHESTRA: Fea-
turing works by Dukas and 
Beethoven. $15. 8 pm. St. 
Ann and the Holy Trinity 
Church [157 Montague St. 
at Clinton Street in Brook-
lyn Heights, (718) 622-
3300], www.bqcm.org. 

COMEDY NIGHT: Featuring 
local and national talent. 
Free. 9 pm. BAM Café [30 
Lafayette Ave. at Ashland 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
230-4100], www.bam.org. 

THEATER, “DEATH IS A 
SCREAM”: As part of the 
Too Soon Festival. $15. 
9:30 pm. Brick Theater 
[575 Metropolitan Ave. 
at Lorimer Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 907-6189], 
www.bricktheater.com. 

SAT, JUNE 12

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
HEALTH, COMMUNITY 

HEALTH DAY: Have fun and 
get healthy, with screen-
ings, demonstrations, and 
entertainment for all. Free. 
10 am–12 pm. Long Island 
College Hospital [Henry St. 
between Pacific and Amity 
streets in Cobble Hill, (718) 
780-2860]. 

TOUR, WILLIAMSBURG 
— HISTORY, ART AND 
BEER: $15. 1:30–4 pm. Wil-
liamsburg Art & Historical 
Center [135 Broadway at S. 
Sixth Street in Williams-
burg, (718) 486-6012], 
www.wahcenter.net. 

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, INTERNATIONAL 

TOY THEATER FESTIVAL: 
1 pm. See Friday, June 4. 

OPERA, “CARMEN”: 3 pm. 
See Saturday, June 5. 

THEATER, “RIP JD  — A CEL
EBRATION OF DEATH”: 
4:30 pm. See Saturday, 
June 5. 

THEATER, “REDBEARD AND 
DOMICELLA”: 7 pm. See 
Saturday, June 5. 

MUSIC, PARK SLOPE SING
ERS SPRING CONCERT: 
Night of classical choral 
music. $10. 7 pm. St. Sav-
iour Church [611 8th Ave. at 
Sixth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 788-2282], parkslope-
singers.homestead.com. 

SPAGHETTI WESTERN”: 
8:45 pm. See Thursday, 
June 10. 

THEATER, “CHEMISTRY”: 
10:45 pm. See Sunday, 
June 6. 

SALES AND MARKETS
PARK SLOPE GREENMAR

KET: 9 am–4 pm. See Sat-
urday, June 5. 

 9 
am–5 pm. See Saturday, 
June 5. 

GIANT TAG SALE: 9 am–5 
pm. See Saturday, June 5. 

ARTISTS AND FLEAS: Noon–8 
pm. See Saturday, June 5. 

FULTON FLEA: 11 am–7 pm. 
See Saturday, June 5. 

OTHER
ART, “NAILED”: 1–6 pm. See 

Saturday, June 5. 
FESTIVAL, GREEK FESTIVAL: 

1 pm–1 am. See Monday, 
June 7. 

Continued from page 8

FOLLOW OUR DAILY 
UPDATES ON TWITTER
twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper

Funny girl: Ophira Eisenberg hosts a comedy night 
at BAM Cafe on June 11.
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Too young to have a college kid?

By Louise Crawford

When Smartmom and 
Hepcat found out 
they were preg-

nant with Teen Spirit in July, 
1990, they were terrified.

“We can barely take care 
of ourselves,” Smartmom re-
members saying. “How are 
we going to take care of a 
little baby?”

Smartmom and Hep-
cat were sitting on the fu-
ton couch in the East Vil-
lage co-op they shared. She 
started to cry, Hepcat looked 
very pale. Very. 

But Smartmom knew she 
wanted a baby. And so did 
Hepcat. It was just going to 
take some getting used to. 

Until then their lives had 
been so simple. They worked; 
they spent time with friends. 
They went to Alphabet City 
bars and restaurants; went out 
to clubs to hear bands, gal-
leries to see art, movie the-
aters to see movies.

Now their life was getting 
complicated and grown up. 
And at that moment of reck-
oning on the futon couch, they 

weren’t sure they were up for 
the task — they weren’t sure 
they were ready to let go of 
their carefree married life.

Truthfully, it didn’t take 

ter and end just as punctually 
around at midnight. 

She’d be starving and 
they’d go to Florent on Gan-
sevoort Street and share an 
order of Steak Frites and Eve-
lyn’s Goat Cheese Salad. 

Food never tasted so good. 
The restaurant was always 
packed with arty Lower Man-
hattan types and drag queens. 
Music blaring, conversations 
swirling, it was a fun place 
to be pregnant at midnight 
just months before becom-
ing parents.

The day after Teen Spirit 
was born Smartmom had that 
terrified feeling again. 

“What do we do now?” 
she remembers saying to 
Hepcat as they sat alone in 
the hospital room. All their 
family members and friends 
had left after a day of cele-
bration, of oohing and ahh-
ing, of gifts and joy. 

There are pictures of them 
from that night. Smartmom 
in a nightgown, her belly still 
swollen from pregnancy. 
Hepcat looking so boyish 
and handsome. 

They really were young 
and the rest of their lives had 
just begun. 

“He snores,” Hepcat said 

staring lovingly at Baby Teen 
Spirit’s face as he slept in the 
plastic bassinet. 

“And loudly,” he added. 
Smartmom listened. He 

was right. Their baby was 
snoring with every inch of his 
being. It was unbearably cute 
and poignant and real. 

Just as Smartmom’s fear 
of pregnancy abated, so did 
Smartmom fear of mother-
hood as the daily details of 
life with Baby Teen Spirit 
took over. 

Within days, it was like 
they’d been parents forever. 
Actually, it took Hepcat less 
time to adjust. 

“I was raised on a farm,” 
he used to say. “I know all 
about baby cows. What’s so 
different about humans?” 

Indeed, Hepcat’s experi-
ence with dairy cows also 
helped them deal with the 
challenges of lactation. He 
was great partner those first 
months of Teen Spirit’s life, 
and Smartmom appreciated 
his sense of adventure and 
fearlessness when it came to 
Baby Teen Spirit. For instance, 
he insisted on bathing Teen 
Spirit not in one of those small 
plastic baby tubs, but in a real 
porcelain bathtub holding him 
in one hand and gliding him 
from one end of the tub to the 
other on his back. 

Teen Spirit was so lit-
tle he could fit on Hepcat’s 
hand…

Smartmom stops typing 
long enough to wonder why 
she is focusing on that period 
of their lives all those years 
ago: Before Brooklyn. Before 
the Oh So Feisty One. Before 

any of them were the people 
they have now become. 

For Buddha’s sake, it 
doesn’t take a rocket scien-
tist to figure out why she is 
waxing nostalgic. 

It’s the transition, stupid. 
Clearly, Smartmom is feel-

ing much more emotional 
about Teen Spirit’s leaving 
for college than she ever 
imagined she would. 

And she’s terrified. 
“We’re too young to have 

a kid in college,” she says 
to Hepcat who is in the next 
room staring at his computer. 
“How are we going to adjust 
to life without him?”  

There is no answer. 
 “Did you hear me?” 
“What?” 
“Do you feel like we’re too 

young to have a kid in col-
lege,” she asks again realizing 
how silly this sounds. 

“Not really,” he replies af-
ter a long silence and then 
goes back to whatever it is 
that he’s doing. 

Smartmom decides not to 
pursue it. They’re both go-
ing to deal with this in their 
own way. And just like she 
managed to adjust to all those 
other life changes, she’s go-
ing to do it again. 

She doesn’t have much 
choice does she?

Join Smartmom (and 
Spike Lee and Lemon An-
derson) at the Fifth An-
nual Brooklyn Blogfest at 
the Brooklyn Lyceum [227 
Fourth Ave. at President 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
857-4816] on June 8 at 7 
pm. Visit www.Brooklyn-
blogfest.com for info.

long to adjust. 
The pregnancy 
took over their 
lives and so did 
Sma r t mom’s 
morning sick-
ness, which 
would hit like 
clockwork at 6 
pm every night 
that first trimes-

PARENTKIDS SCHOOL STYLE TEENS CAMPS MUSIC

FRI, JUNE 4
 Native 

American celebration. 
The Redhawk Arts Council 
hosts “Gateway to Na-
tions” featuring authentic 
cuisine, demonstrations 
and music. $12, $7 seniors 
and children, children 6 
and under free. Gateway 
National Recreation Area 
at Floyd Bennett Field [50 
Aviation Rd. near Flatbush 
Avenue in Marine Park, 
(718) 686-9297], www.
redhawkcouncil.org. 

 Storytime with 
Emily. Moxie Spot [81 
Atlantic Ave. between 
Hicks and Henry streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
923-9710], themoxiespot.
com. 

 Movie, “Tinker-
bell.” Peter Pan’s sidekick 
stars in this enchanting tale. 
Free. Moxie Spot [81 Atlan-
tic Ave. between Hicks and 
Henry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

SAT, JUNE 5
 Nature crafts. 

Free. Prospect Park 
Audubon Center [Enter 
park at Lincoln Road and 
Ocean Avenue in Prospect 
Park, (718) 287-3400], 
www.prospectpark.org/
audubon. 

 Street fair. 
Free. Across from the 
Brooklyn Children’s Mu-
seum [St. Marks Avenue, 
between Brooklyn and 
Kingston avenues in Pros-
pect Lefferts Garden, (888) 
425-0501]. 

 Story time for 
kids. Greenlight Book store 
[686 Fulton St. between 
South Elliott Place and South 
Port land Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 246-0200], 
abookstoreinbrooklyn.
blogspot.com. 

 “Daydream,” a 
kid-friendly take on Shake-
speare’s “A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream.” Free. 
Imagination Playground 
- Prospect Park [Ocean 
Avenue between Lincoln 
Road and Parkside Avenue 
in Flatbush, (718) 393-
7733], www.plgarts.org. 

 Native 
American celebration. See 
Friday, June 4. 

 PS8 fair. Free. 
PS8 [37 Hicks St. at Mid-
dagh Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 834-6740], 
www.ps8pta.org. 

 
Puppet show, “Jack and 
the Beanstalk.” The classic 
children’s story — with 
marionettes! $7 children, 
$8 adults. Puppetworks 
[338 Sixth Ave. at Fourth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
965-3391], puppetworks.
org. 

 “The 
Emperor’s New…Mon-
sters.” Action-packed live 
theater with dance, masks 
and puppetry. $5. Brooklyn 
Lyceum [227 Fourth Ave. 
at President Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 857-4816], 
www.brooklynlyceum.com. 

 Science power 
hour. Learn about nature. 
Prospect Park Audubon 
Center [Enter park at Lin coln 
Road and Ocean Avenue 
in Prospect Park, (718) 287-
3400], www.prospectpark.
org/audubon. 

SUN, JUNE 6
 Nature crafts. See 

Saturday, June 5.
 Native 

American celebration. See 
Friday, June 4. 

 Singalong with 
Nat and Ari. $2.50 per child 
($5 family). Moxie Spot 
[81 Atlantic Ave. between 

Hicks and Henry streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
923-9710], themoxiespot.
com. 

 
“Jack and the Beanstalk.” 
See Saturday, June 5.

 
”The Emperor’s New…
Monsters.” See Saturday, 
June 5.

 Showboat 
Shazzam. Circus show 
featuring Fidget, Loon & 
Tater, Will Shaw, Rudy & 
Lea, and Hilary Sweeney. 
$16 ($12 kids). Waterfront 
Museum Barge [290 Con-
over St. near Reed Street in 
Red Hook, (718) 624-4719], 
www.waterfrontmuseum.
org. 

 Arts and crafts. 
Children’s activities and 
singalong. Free. Brooklyn 
Bridge Park’s new Pier 6 
(334 Furman St. at Atlantic 
Avenue in Cobble Hill). 

 Science power 
hour. See Saturday, June 5.

 “Daydream.” See 
Saturday, June 5.

 King Pajama con-
cert. Jalopy [315 Columbia 
St. between Hamilton 
Avenue and Woodhull 
Street in Columbia Street 
Waterfront, (718) 395-
3214], www.jalopy.biz. 

MON, JUNE 7
 “ET: The Extra 

Terrestial.” $6.50. Cobble 
Hill Cinema [265 Court 
St. between Butler and 
Douglass streets in Cobble 
Hill, (718) 596-9113], www.
cobblehilltheatre.com. 

TUES, JUNE 8
 Singalong with 

Lloyd. Moxie Spot [81 Atlan-
tic Ave. between Hicks and 
Henry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

WED, JUNE 9
 Storytime with Em-

ily. See Friday, June 4.

THURS, JUNE 10
 Dance around with 

Nat. Moxie Spot [81 Atlan-
tic Ave. between Hicks and 
Henry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

 Nintendo Wii sports 
night. Weekly event. 
Moxie Spot [81 Atlantic 
Ave. between Hicks and 
Henry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

FRI, JUNE 11
 Storytime with 

Emily. See Friday, June  4.
 Movie night. 

Moxie Spot [81 Atlantic 
Ave. between Hicks and 
Henry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 923-9710], 
themoxiespot.com. 

SAT, JUNE 12
 Nature crafts. See 

Saturday, June 5.
 Story time for 

kids. See Saturday, June 5.
 “Daydream.” See 

Saturday, June 5.
 Bee-Day Fes-

tival. Featuring screening 
of “Vanishing of the Bees,” 
talks, art exhibits and musi-
cal performances. Free. 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden 
[1000 Washington Ave., at 
Eastern Parkway in Crown 
Heights, (718) 623-7220], 
www.bbg.org. 

 
“Jack and the Beanstalk.” 
See Saturday, June 5.

 
“The Emperor’s New…
Monsters.” See Saturday, 
June 5.

 Science power 
hour. See Saturday, June 5.

FAMILY CALENDAR

To list your event, email calendar@cnglocal.com

763 President St.  718-230-5255

DAY SCHOOL, INC.

SUMMER AT

A professional staff provides a warm stimulating 
environment for your child 2.3 – 5 years old

2, 3, 4, or 5 mornings, afternoons or full days.

COME JOIN IN THE FUN!

The Brooklyn Fencing Center opened in Carroll 
Gardens, Brooklyn, in January 2003. We are 

proud to be Brooklyn’s first competitive 
fencing club, and our mission is to make 

the excitement and joy of fencing more 
accessible to Brooklynites of all ages!

WE DO FENCING BIRTHDAYS! 
Parties up to 20 kids 

Group Classes
    beginner to advanced, 7 years to adults

FENCING CENTER
BROOKLYN 62 Fourth St (corner of Hoyt)

(718) 522-5822
www.BrooklynFencing.com

FENCE COMPETITIVELY 
OR JUST FOR FUN!

Sunshine’s Back!

Parent’s Sunshine Daycare

We have the 
BEST PRICES of 
any Day Care in 
Park Slope!

“We care for your kids like our own, 
in an environment like your home.”
Our teachers help your kids develop 
and learn everything from basic to 
advanced skills

We accept all City and State funded 
programs for kid 0–6 years old!

enrolled get 

fi rst year
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Long Island University 
Campus, (corner DeKalb and 
Flatbush aves., Fort Greene, 
(718) 488-1364, childrensa-
cademy@liu.edu

 Sharon Abbate
 3 –12 years

 9 am–4 pm
 8:30 am–6 

pm
 With a focus on 

creativity, academics and 
athletics, LIU’s 2010 Summer 
Camp will stimulate and chal-
lenge young minds and bod-
ies during three two-week 
sessions. Activities will be 
held in facilities and outdoor 
spaces across the 11-acre, 
magnificently landscaped, 
gated campus, including the 
$45-million Wellness, Recre-
ation and Athletic Center. Ex-
citing academic workshops, 
including classes in game 
development, robotics, basic 
science and languages, will 
be complemented by creative 
programs such as “Comics 
for Kids,” “Project Runway 
for Kids,” and “Kids make 
Movies” as well as athletic ac-
tivities like swimming, soccer, 
baseball, softball, tennis and 
basketball. Parents also have 
the option of immersing their 
children in English, Spanish 
or Hebrew language courses. 
Each camper is supervised at 
all times by camp counselors 
as well as adult teachers 
and specialists. Sessions run 
Monday through Friday in 
two-week increments. Reg-
istration for one, two or all 
three sessions is available.

763 President St., Park 
Slope, (718) 230-5255

 Randie Bader and 
Gary Seigel

 2.3–5.6 years

 water play, 
sprinklers, large outdoor 

yard, music & movement, art 
projects.

In Windsor Terrace, Park 
Slope, Kensington, Bay 
Ridge, Carroll Gardens 
(718) 788-7732, parkslope-
day-camp.com, camp@
parkslope-daycamp.com

 Ronny Schindler
 entering pre-K–9th 

grade

 8 am–4 pm, early 
dismissal optional for young 
kids. Extended hours to 
6:30 pm

 Free morn-
ing shuttle from most of 
Brownstone Brooklyn and 
Bay Ridge

 Outdoor camp 
with sports, trips, gymnastics, 
drama, nature, Olympics, 
travel camp (featuring 
overnight trips), leadership 
program for grades 9 and 10.

274 Garfield Place, Park 
Slope, congregation-beth-
elohim.org,  (718) 768-3814, 
ext. 210

 Jaci Israel and Pam 
Karlin

 2.6 to 5 years 
 9 am–5 pm

 8 am–6 pm
 Swimming (in-

structional and recreational), 
arts and crafts, music, nature, 
sports, gymnastics, circus 
arts, trips 2 days per week

 Bobbie Finkelstein

 entering K–4
 9 am–5 pm

 8 am–6 pm
 Swimming, arts 

and crafts, music, nature, 
sports, gymnastics, circus 
arts, trips 2 days per week

 Bobbie Finkelstein

 entering grades 5–9
 9 am–5 pm

 8 am–6 pm
 Daily trips, swim-

ming, two overnight trips

 Dan Moinester
 4½–11 years

 9 am–4 pm
 8 am–6 pm

 Traveling day 
camp with lots of physical 
and outdoors activity. Daily 
trips, including swimming 
(lake, pool and beach), hikes, 
museums, zoos, playgrounds, 
NY Aquarium, Liberty Science 
Center, bowling, climbing, 
exploring, Sesame Place. 
Carefully selected adult staff.

By Kristen V. Brown
for The Brooklyn Paper

he concept at Seersucker is 
much like the Carroll Gar-
dens restaurant’s name — a 

polished southern classic.
Seersucker is a dressed-up hom-

age to Chef Robert Newton’s Ar-
kansas childhood, a collaboration 
between Newton, a Le Cirque vet-
eran and private chef, and his girl-
friend, Kerry Diamond. 

“When Rob came to New York, 
he was so surprised to find that 
everyone thinks Southern food is 
something that’s deep fried and cov-
ered in gravy,” said Diamond. “He 
wanted to show people it doesn’t 
have to be like that.”

Yes, you’ll find items like the pre-
requisite shrimp and grits ($18), but 
here it’s accented with tomatoes and 
mushrooms from the Carroll Gardens 
farmers’ market rather than smoth-

ered in cheddar. Newton has a strong 
sensibility of fresh and local, using 
much of both in his cookery. 

A hearty country cassoulet was 
a hit at the restaurant’s “friends and 
family night” last week — served 

alongside a perfectly tender duck leg 
and topped with cornbread crumbs. 
The roasted Vidalia onion ($17), with 
shiitakes and wheat berries, was juicy, 
sweet and strangely decadent; a sur-
prisingly thoughtful vegetarian op-
tion for a Southern joint. 

The beer and wine list is refresh-
ingly all-American, and coffee, of 
course, comes from Counter Cul-
ture Coffee in Durham, North Car-
olina. We can’t wait for those big 
breakfasts  — but for now, Seer-
sucker serves dinner only.

“It’s still Southern classics,” 
said Diamond, “but with a much 
lighter hand.”

Seersucker in Carroll Gardens does Dixie proud

 Chef Robert Newton has opened Seersucker, 
a new take on Southern cuisine, on Smith Street.
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i After conquering mile-long beer lists at 
Spuyten Duyvil and barbeque at Fette Sau, 
Joe Carroll decided that the next thing the 
intersection of Havemeyer and Metropolitan 
needed was organ meat, and lots of it — from 
calves’ heart jerky to beer-battered brain.

Owing to inevitable liquor license snafus, 
though, for now St. Anselm, Carroll’s newest 
venture, is serving only house-made sodas 
and a limited menu, consisting primarily of 
hot dogs. These hot dogs, though, do not by 
any means underwhelm.

On a menu that oddly takes many of its cues 
from New Jersey culinary tradition, the star is 
undoubtedly the Newark dog ($11), easily the 

granddaddy of every other hot dog that has ever 
graced the earth. Two franks are deep fried, 
stuffed in a giant-sized bun of “pizza bread” 
and topped with golden, crispy French fries 
and an delicious, lightly breaded peppers and 
onions, fried in beef tallow. The toppings im-
press — and make it difficult to eat — once you 
finally bite into that moist, succulent hot dog, 
true bliss awaits. At St. Anselm, the hot dogs 
are specially made by Karl Ehmer — they’re a 
little smoky, a little spicy and fresher than you 
could ever imagine a hot dog to taste.

St. Anselm [355 Metropolitan Ave. at 
Havemeyer Street in Williamsburg, (718) 384-
5054]. — Kristen V. Brown

 Seersucker [329 Smith St. 
between Carroll and President 
streets in Carroll Gardens, (718) 
422-0444]. Closed Mondays.
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The Best Thing  
We Ate This Week
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Classified Advertising Sales Manager

Location: Downtown Brooklyn (MetroTech Ctr.)
Community Newspaper Group, a division of News Corporation, has a great 
opportunity for a Classified Advertising Sales Manager for our group on 30+ 
community newspapers and monthly magazines.

Responsibilities:
 

deals

continually grow sales.
 

Qualifications: 
 

advertising sales professional
 4 year college degree preferred 

 Proficient in Microsoft Office Suite and internet applications

8th Avenue at 14th St.

Adult Ed, Hebrew School
Rabbi Carie Carter

Park Slope's Egalitarian,
Conservative Synagogue

Union 
           Temple

 Park Slope’s Friendliest 
Congregation 

SHABBAT SERVICES
Friday nights                               6:30pm 
Plus Pot Luck Dinner every  First Friday 
Every 4th Friday                         8:00pm
Saturday Mornings                    10:30am

17 Eastern Parkway
 Across from Library @ Grand Army Plaza 

718-638-7600 
www.uniontemple.org

uniontemple@uniontemple.org

PERSONAL TRAINER

  or visit
www.EliteBodiesbyJJones.com

TUTORING

CALL ELLIE
347-276-3110

BROOKLYN HEIGHTS

516-857-4317

Magician & Comical Nerd

AUTOS WANTED

My car went 
to Heaven!

DONATE YOUR AUTO

Society of 
St. Vincent de Paul

Charity Established 1855

AUTOS FOR SALE

GARAGE AND 
YARD SALES

Find Your Professional Home Improvement
               in  

To Place Your Ad Call or Fax

Our Customers 

GET THEIR
MONEY’$ 
WORTH

To Place Your Ad 
Call or Fax
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One Day Bath Solutions!
Save up to 90% replacement cost

Expert Reglazing for:
Bathtubs & Sinks
Wall & Floor Tile
Refinished Like New
10 Year Warranty

Now selling tub and 
sink fixtures, shower 

doors and a wide 
variety of bath vanities 
and medicine cabinets

Reglazing Plus Inc.
718-238-8460
1-866-399-TUBS (8827)
www.reglazingplus.com

$25.00
Any Service

LIC. 1349866

NEW HEIGHTS
CONSTRUCTION LLC

800-525-5102
718-767-0044

SPRING SPECIALS ON WINDOWS

ARCHITECT &
INTERIOR DESIGNER
· From Conception to Completion

· Realistic Estimates & Time Schedules
· Construction Management - 

· Expediting Approvals & Permits  

· Zoning Analysis & Property Potential 

Martin della Paolera
ARCHITECT

65 Saint Felix St. B'klyn NY 11217

CARPENTRY PLUS

Residential & Commercial
Fully Insured & Bonded

READY FOR SPRING?
Leave the Cleaning to Us!

DENTON CLEANING
917 796-9830
718 333-1181

TIMELESS CONSTRUCTION
AND RESTORATION, INC.
COMPLETE INTERIOR 

RENOVATIONS
Serving the Downtown Area

for the Past 25 Years!

BATHTUB REGLAZING

DECKS
 by Bart

Free Estimates
Call Bart:

20+ years experience

We build year round
Plan Ahead

(718) 284-8053
800-YES-4-DECK

Design Assist./Archit. Enginr.
DecksByBartNYC.com

No job too big, no job too small!
Specializing in Power Failure Generators

Licensed electrician

Residential & Commercial

A&A ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTING

P. 718-488-5800 
C. 917-560-6188

T&R

 

Since 1969 Father & Son
Owned and Operated

COMPLETE PEST CONTROL
Difficult Termite Problems

– Our Specialty

TRAPPING

LICENSED & INSURED

RESIDENTIAL &
COMMERCIAL

ANT TERMITE

Save a Sample

AFEDERAL EXTERMINATING, LTD.

FREE ESTIMATES

259-8799

 

“IT’S SPRING, 
WAKE UP 

YOUR GARDEN!”
Annuals, Perennials, Herbs, Design, 

Installation, General Clean-Ups, & Maintenance
For Wherever Your Garden Is!

Your Complete Gardener: Marilyn Manning 
718-753-9741

KBM Handyman Services

FREE ESTIMATE

ARIK J. MOVING & STORAGE
SPECIAL LOCAL RATES

Licensed & Insured
 

Toll Free 877-668-3186
212-321-MOVE

US DOT #130966
The Company has the right to change prices any  time.

E & J MOVING

www.ejmovers.com
USDOT T37637

877-445-4111

AZEL OV

FIVE STAR CARTING INC.

718-349-7555

RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL

Serving All
of NYC

Mention Brooklyn Papers For Special Service Rates In Your Area

FAST
SERVICE

FREE
ESTIMATE

Repair, Install, Moldings,
Skim Coats

Excellent References

NEIGHBORHOOD
Sewer & Drain Cleaning

Plumbing

745-7727 or 848-5654

30 yrs experience  Serving the 5 Boros
~ Free Estimates ~

Doors, Shutters, Balusters, Mantels

Since 1959

553 Union St, Brooklyn, NY 11215

Certified EPA Lead Safe

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Our Customers 

GET THEIR
MONEY’$ 
WORTH

To Place Your Ad Call or Fax

Looking for New 
Customers?

Do You Need
More Business ?

We Can Help !
Call

718-260-2588

By Meredith Deliso
The Brooklyn Paper

He doesn’t live in Brooklyn any-
more, and he doesn’t blog, but Spike 
Lee will be the main draw at this year’s 
Brooklyn Blogfest.

And he’ll be shilling vodka, no 
less.

On June 8, the iconic filmmaker 
will make an appearance at the annual 
blog gathering, held in Park Slope at 
the Brooklyn Lyceum.

The event will serve in part as a 
coming out for Lee’s latest joint — a 
Brooklyn-themed vodka made by Ab-
solut — two days before the official 
launch party for the liquor at power-
House Arena in DUMBO.

Absolut approached event orga-
nizer Louise Crawford, the founder 
of the seminal Web site Only the Blog 
Knows Brooklyn, about sponsoring 
the Blogfest, and she was immedi-
ately on board.

“I was impressed that they had 
done their research and found me,” 
said Crawford, who added that Lee’s 
a good fit with the Blogfest because 
of his “creative energy.”

“One of the themes of the Blogfest 
is, ‘What is this atmosphere, this cre-
ativity, that seems to be rampant in 
Brooklyn right now?’” added Craw-
ford, who, in addition to being the 
fairy godmother of borough bloggers, 
is also a columnist for The Brook-
lyn Paper.

To fully explore that theme of cre-
ativity, mixologists will be concoct-
ing cocktails using the new limited-
edition Brooklyn vodka — a ginger 
and apple blend — for bloggers, who 
tend to be thirstier than the general 
public.

Lee, who designed the bottle’s art, 
will also speak about the project and 
why he got involved.

“Brooklyn is all about the stoop, so 
we wanted that to be the focal point,” 
said Lee, who was born in Atlanta but 
grew up in Fort Greene. “It’s all about 
the 718 this summer, so let the Absolut 
Brooklyn stoop parties begin.”

(Before you heed Lee’s advice and 
break out the flavored vodka at your 
next stoop hang, just remember — it’s 
not legal to drink in public, even in the 
seeming privacy of your own stoop. 
Also, check out our panel’s review of 

acter of the event much beyond add-
ing some superficial advertising visu-
als,” said Nick Juravich, of the blog I 
Love Franklin Ave., who plans on at-
tending this year’s Blogfest. “[Abso-
lut’s] presence is interesting in that it 
speaks to the growing perception of 
blogs as mainstream sources for news 
and entertainment.”

Long-time attendee Rob Lenihan, 
of the blog Luna Park Gazette, views 
it similarly. 

“I see it as a sign of how much the 
Brooklyn Blogfest has grown,” said 
Lenihan, who will be running “The 
Shout Out,” a forum for up-and-com-
ing bloggers, at this year’s event.

Other components of the Blogfest 
include “The Big Picture,” a video 
tribute to Brooklyn’s photo bloggers, a 
panel discussion by WNYC’s Andrea 
Berstien, and “Blogs Outloud,” where 
actors will perform a 10-minute piece 
inspired by blog writing.

Oh yeah — and drinking. Will that 
be straight-up, or on the rocks?

Brooklyn Blogfest 2010 at the 
Brooklyn Lyceum [227 Fourth Ave. at 
President Street in Park Slope, (718) 
857-4816], June 8 at 7 pm. Free. For 
info, visit www.brooklynblogfest.
com.

Lee’s concoction our this video online 
at www.BrooklynPaper.com.) 

To help him bring it back to the 
stoop, Lee got design help from hip-
hop artist Lemon Andersen, a Brook-
lyn native and frequent collaborator 
of the filmmaker’s, who recently pro-
duced his off-Broadway show. At the 
Blogfest, Andersen will join Lee and 
perform new spoken word poetry.

Thanks to the partnership with Ab-
solut, the first major one for the an-
nual event, the Blogfest will be free 
for the first time in its five-year his-
tory. It’s also given Crawford the op-
portunity to evaluate her event, which 
draws hundreds of bloggers from all 
across Brooklyn.

“When you get bigger and have a 
sponsor and celebrities coming, it re-
ally forces you to crystallize in your 
mind: what is the essence of the event?” 
said Crawford. “You have to work that 
much harder to preserve the essence 
of this tribal gathering of people who 
believe in this democratic free form 
of expressions that’s very creative and 
limitless.” 

For their part, bloggers don’t seem 
to mind the new partner.

“There’s such a cacophony of voices 
that I doubt it will change the char-

Spike Lee (pictured above with 
Clive Owen on the set on “Inside 
Man”) debuts his latest project, 
a borough-inspired vodka, at the 
Brooklyn BlogFest on June 8.

Filmmaker’s collaborates on Brooklyn 
vodka, kick-offs Brooklyn Blogfest

After years of legal fighting, John Quadrozzi has finally torn down the metal fence in Red Hook Park that 
blocked views of the water. But for how long?
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By Gary Buiso
The Brooklyn Paper

This summer, Red Hook-
ers will finally have a bench 
with a view, as a somewhat 
breathtaking waterfront vista 
has been restored to a section 
of Red Hook Park.

For the last four years, 
park-goers were left staring 
at an 18-foot-tall, 200-foot-
long corrugated metal wall at 
Halleck and Clinton streets, 
a structure that separated the 
Gowanus Industrial Park  
from the park — and rudely 
obstructed views of Henry 
Street Basin, a quaint harbor 
along the Hudson Bay. 

Things looked promising 
in 2008, when the Brook-
lyn Supreme Court ruled 
that business owner John 

Quadrozzi illegally built the 
structure and had 90 days to 
tear down the wall.

Quadrozzi appealed the 
case, extending the drama 
two more years. 

This winter, he ran out of 
legal wiggle room, and the 
wall finally came tumbling 
down.

With warmer weather fi-
nally here, residents said they 
are prepared to take advantage 
to the change of scenery.

“The wall prevented fam-
ilies from enjoying the al-
ternative recreation that this 
waterfront vista offers,” said 
Ludger Balan, a Red Hook 
resident and founder of the 
Urban Divers Estuary Con-
servancy, an environmental 
advocacy group. 

Balan said he is pleased to 
see most of the wall is down, 
but complained that support 
poles remain moored in the 
ground, perhaps a sign that 
the structure may one day 
rise again. 

While the view has cer-
tainly improved for park-users, 
Quadrozzi says his own vista is 
now becoming X-rated. 

He claimed that since taking 
down a controversial wall on 
his property last winter, tres-
passers have had a field day — 
including a bawdy duo caught 
snapping nude photos.

“The purpose of the fence 
was to keep out vandals, the 
drug trade, and other nega-
tive uses,” he said, adding 
that he was just following city 
zoning regulations when he 

erected the wall, which he 
said protects the public from 
any noxious uses transpiring 
on his property.  

Deputy Inspector Ken-
neth Corey, the command-
ing officer of the 76th Pre-
cinct, said that cops have not 
witnessed anyone trespass-
ing or engaged in any un-
seemly activity.

The city Law Department 
was just pleased that our long 
national nightmare is over on 
the Red Hook waterfront.

“We are pleased to hear 
that Brooklynites appreciate 
having the view of the wa-
terfront once again — our 
attorneys work hard to im-
prove New Yorkers’ quality 
of life,” said agency spokes-
woman Connie Pankratz.

He tore down that wall

By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

Construction is underway 
on the Prospect Park West bike 
lane — a controversial mea-
sure that the city says will calm 
traffic, but that has done lit-
tle to calm Park Slope driv-
ers angry at the possibility 
of more congestion and less 
parking. 

The new lane markings 
that were painted on Tues-
day show the beginnings of a 

two-way bike lane that 
will stretch from Grand 
Army Plaza to Bartel 
Pritchard Square, along 
with the four-foot buf-
fer zone beside it that 
will result in one fewer 
lane for drivers. 

The city says that the re-
moval of the lane will reduce 
the well-documented speeding 
on Prospect Park West. Op-
ponents — Borough Presi-
dent Markowitz among them 
— claim that the measure is 

too detrimental for drivers in a 
neighborhood already plagued 
by terrible traffic. 

“It’s going to impact traf-
fic terribly,” said Jack Nayer, 
a Park Slope local at a recent 
public hearing. “Just a few 

yards away is a bike lane — 
it’s called Prospect Park! Why 
not use that?”

But regardless of the gripes, 
the city is pushing ahead. De-
partment of Transportation of-
ficials said implementation of 
the bike lane would begin this 
month— and judging by the 
fact that the new markings ap-
peared on the first day of the 
month, the city wants to com-
plete the project faster than a 
soccer dad racing to a AYSO 
game.

MEAN
Streets

The battle for Brooklyn’s byways
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from over a year of working 
door-to-door, conversation-
to-conversation.”

Perhaps, but Staten Is-
land Republicans had few 
options. Grimm interviewed 
with party leaders but de-
clined to appear at the county 
nominating convention on 
Thursday night, calling it 
“a sham convention that al-
ready has its ‘marching or-
ders’ for a pre-determined 
outcome.”

He vowed instead to take 
his candidacy “directly to the 
Republican voters in a Re-
publican primary.”

Jonathan Judge, the pres-
ident of the Brooklyn Young 
Republican Club, believes 
that the Staten Island GOP 
move may “split the right-
of-center” vote, given that 
the Staten Island Conser-
vative Party has backed 
McMahon while its coun-
terpart in Brooklyn has en-
dorsed Grimm.

“It could give McMahon 
a pass to get re-elected in 
a year when he’s certainly 
most vulnerable to getting 
knocked out,” Judge said. 
“That’s disconcerting.”

Typically, he said, the Re-
publican and Conservative 
parties try to unite around 
one candidate.

That would have been a lot 
easier had Fossella accepted 
the Staten Island Republican 
bid to draft him to run for 
his old seat, which he aban-
doned after a drunk-driving 
arrest in 2008 led to revela-
tions that this family values 
politico valued families so 
much that he had two of them 
— one in Staten Island and 
another secret mistress and 
lovechild in Virginia.

That bombshell paved the 
way for McMahon, who is 
enjoying solid approval rat-
ings — and building a hefty 
warchest — in advance of his 
first re-election bid.

But McMahon is still no 
shoo-in, despite the fact that 
Democrats outnumber Re-
publicans in the district by a 
margin of three to two. 

The Bay Ridge-Staten Is-
land district is friendly ter-
ritory for the GOP. In 2008, 
Republican John McCain 
took it from future presi-
dent Barack Obama, 52-48 
percent.

But McMahon has a clear 
fund-raising advantage. By 
the end of the first quar-
ter of 2010, he had raised 
$1,490,302, compared to 
$497,321 by Grimm and 
$415,302 by Allegretti.

The primary election will 
be held on Tuesday, Sept. 
14. The general election 
will be held on Tuesday, 
Nov. 2.

Continued from page 1

GOP

was in the park with his New-
found-retriever pooch. “All 
this charcoal — it’s killing 
the trees.”

But Prospect Park Al-
liance president Tupper 
Thomas sought to put the 
weekend’s revelry in per-
spective, and said that she 
had been in the area on Me-
morial Day doling out trash-
bags and spreading the word 
about proper charcoal dis-
posal. 

“We’ve had much worse 
over the years,” said Thomas, 
who will be retiring at the 
end of the year. “In the early 

years, we had random barbe-
cuing with no enforcement 
and no designated areas. 
This was a great [improve-
ment].”

Thomas also touted the 
Alliance’s public awareness 
campaign about proper char-
coal disposal.

But she did concede that 
the park did not have many 
enforcement agents at its dis-
posal on Memorial Day.

“On Memorial Day en-
forcement is tough — 
beaches are open — so the 
amount of actual tickets be-
ing given is really small,” 
Thomas said.

And it was the conse-
quences of the lack of en-
forcement — though at least 
six park workers were doing 
outreach on Monday — that 
had the president of the dog 
group FIDO practically pant-
ing in anger.

Tony Chiappelloni was 
especially upset because 
the peninsula — which is a 
dog run — is ostensibly off-
limits for grilling, though the 
chicken bones and charcoal-
piles proved that many park-
goers had ignored the small 
signs posted on the edge of 
the field.

“Chicken bones splinter 
[in a dog’s stomach],” said 
Chiappelloni while picking 
up garbage. “Charcoal in the 
lake — that’s petroleum — 

it’s toxic!
“And more trash means 

more rats, and they carry dis-
eases,” he added.

As another dog-lover, 
Frances Brodeur, collected 
garbage, she lamented that 
some people just seem to 
have no respect for Brook-
lyn’s most-cherished natu-
ral area. 

“If the trash is in a bag, 
why not drag it out?” she 
asked. “You don’t have to 
leave it next to a trash can 
so that animals can tear it 
open overnight.”

But as frustrated as Bro-
deur and her fellow dog-walk-
ers were, Thomas expressed 
satisfaction in the aftermath 
the barbecue bonanza.

“Years ago I never would 

have come into the park af-
ter Memorial Day — I had a 
black lab that would eat any-
thing!” Thomas said. “My 
understanding is it looks 
pretty good now.”

Anticipating the occa-
sional call for an all-out bar-
becue-ban, Prospect Park’s 
chief added that grilling is 
a ritual that all park-goers 
enjoy, no matter what their 
neighborhood.

“Barbecuing is a part of 
everyone’s culture,” she said. 
“The summertime comes and 
you see people from every 
country in the world out there 
doing different types of bar-
becues — it’s a family activ-
ity and its part of why every-
one loves the park.”

Continued from page 1

PARK...

By Stephen Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

Turtles better hide in their 
shells — it appears someone 
is poaching the precious crea-
tures from the lake in Pros-
pect Park!

Two regular parkgoers, 
Anne-Katrin Titze and Ed 
Bahlman, discovered the 
shocking trap in the water 
last Tuesday while cleaning 
the area around the nest of one 

of their beloved swans.
The trap, which is slightly 

bigger than a shoebox, had 
a long line tethered to it, 
which was secured under a 
fallen tree. Titze snared the 
line with a stick after no-
ticing that Sedna, a mother 
swan, was nibbling at some 
odd debris — turned out to 
be a shirt — near the bank 
of the lake. 

“It was like she wanted 

us to clean up,” said Bahl-
man, explaining how they 
stumbled upon the shock-
ing find.

Bahlman and Titze even 
said they found another trap 
the day before.

But park officials were 
hesitant to declare the traps 
a clear sign of poaching.

“I can’t say [if that is] a tur-
tle trap or what kind of trap it 
is or what animals someone 

Now someone is trying to poach turtles in Prospect Park!
was trying to trap with it,” 
said Eugene Patron, a spokes-
man for the Prospect Park 
Alliance, who was shown 
a photograph of the appar-
ent trap. But regardless, he 
added, “Trapping or captur-
ing of wildlife is absolutely 
prohibited.”

It is hard to imagine what 
other purpose the trap could 
have served. The basket is 
not meant to capture fish, 
and the area where it was 
found is preferred among 
turtles, which bask on the 
many fallen trees on the edge 
of the lake. 

“It’s clearly not a fish 

trap, because no fish could 
get caught in it,” said Max 
Gaspeny, a lifelong fisher-
man familiar with Prospect 
Park. “A turtle was not blessed 
with the grace of a fish, so it 
wouldn’t be able to get out of 
there quickly — it’s a crude 
trap, but I can’t imagine what 
else [someone] would be going 
after with that thing.” 

Gaspeny added that it’s not 
uncommon for people to eat 
the meat of turtles and or use 
the shells as decorations.

The latest discovery 
only reinforced Bahlman 
and Titze’s concerns about 
the safety of the lake for the 

diverse wildlife that call it 
home. 

Last week, a cygnet met 
its demise after it became 
entangled in fishing line. 
Sedna was wrapped and up 

and wounded by a stray hook 
and line as well. 

Subsequent reports re-
vealed that the swans’ vio-
lent nature was rearing its 
feathered head again, as a 

cygnet mets its demise af-
ter running afowl of Jaws 
— a swan notorious for his 
short fuse.

And it was only in Decem-
ber that a careless fisherman 
was considered the likely cul-
prit for the plight of “Beaky,” 
the deformed goose missing 
the top half of its beak.

The dog advocacy group, 
FIDO, has donated four fish-
ing line recycling bins that 
are being installed around 
the lake — a measure that 
should help prevent wildlife 
entanglements.

The discovery of the tur-
tle trap is just the latest bi-
zarre happening in Prospect 
Park so far this year — a 
year that has seen wounded 
ducks, the dumping of an-
imal parts, the spilling of 
blood, and the death of be-
loved swan, John Boy, in an 
alleged act of swan-on-swan 
violence. 

Parkgoers Anne-Katrin Titze and Ed Bahlman con-
tinue to make unsettling discoveries at the lake in 
Prospect Park. Last Tuesday, they found what ap-
peared to be a turtle trap.

C
o

m
m

un
it

y 
N

ew
sp

ap
er

 G
ro

up
 /

 S
te

p
he

n 
B

ro
w

n

simulates the feel of a beach 
shack that’s been caught in a 
hurricane.

Brooklyn Flyer — 
This thrill ride allows visi-
tors to swing across the sky, 
100 feet above Luna Park.

Circus Train — This 
children’s ride allows kids to 
hop aboard for a ride around 
the tracks.

Coney Island Sound 
— This family-friendly 
ride bounces up, down, and 
around.

Coney Tower — This 
family adventure ride bounces 

visitors up-and-down from 
heights of up to 40 feet.

Eclipse — This pendu-
lum swing takes riders up to 
50 feet in the air with nothing 
below their feet.

Electro Spin — This 
thrill ride consists of a giant, 
spinning disk that takes rid-
ers up and down a “half pipe” 
while rotating at high speed.

Happy Swing — This 
children’s ride allows adults 
to recall their favorite child-
hood swing sets, while treat-
ing young riders to the joys 
of swinging. 

Kite Glider — Riders of 

Continued from page 1

CONEY... this ride are placed in a hori-
zontal position, and after lift-
ing off the ground, the ride 
begins an exciting double-os-
cillating wave-like motion.

 Lunar Express — This 
family gravity coaster is mak-
ing its North American debut 
in Coney Island.

Lynn’s Trapeze — This 
flying carousel allows riders 
to glide at ease while viewing 
historic images of Coney Is-
land.

Mermaid Parade — 
This kid-size water flume al-
lows young riders to join in 
on the famous Mermaid Pa-
rade.

Speed Boat — This 
family ride feels like visitors 
are jumping the waves on a 

brand new speed boat.
Surf’s Up — This one-

of-a-kind stand-up ride lets 
riders “hang ten” and “catch 
a wave.”

Tea Party — This fam-
ily-favorite positions riders in 
an oversized tea cup to spin at 
their own speed.

Just how amazing Luna 
Park will be remains in doubt, 
of course. The amusement 
area, operated by Central 
Amusement International, 
an offshoot of the Zamperla 
ride manufacturing firm that 
also operates the Victorian 
Gardens attraction in Central 
Park, is a temporary theme 
park that seeks to accomplish 
two goals: jumpstart the city’s 
effort to revive Coney in the 

short term by giving thrill-
seekers a place to go this 
summer, and, more impor-
tant, serve as a placeholder 
for the permanent 12-acre 
amusement park that, city 
officials promise, will one 
day occupy a swath of city-
owned land between Key-
span Park and the landmark 
Cyclone roller coaster. 

The completion of that 
plan — which will be com-
plemented by hotels, retail 
and other amusement-related 
attractions built by the ar-
ea’s other main landowner, 
Joe Sitt — is at least a de-
cade off.

Luna Park [1000 Surf Ave. 
at W. 10th Street in Coney 
Island, (718) 373-5862]. 


