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By Gary Buiso
The Brooklyn Paper

Tennis players are raising a 
racket over a scheme to dou-
ble the fee to play the sport of 
kings on outdoor public courts, 
part of a citywide athletic fee 
hike that could make it more 
expensive to stay fit.

Under a  quietly announced 
Parks Department proposal  
tennis fees will jump from 
$100 to $200 a year, and from 
$7 to $15 per hour, an effort to 
generate more revenue from 
public athletics.

Tennis players were ob-
viously not in love with the 
idea.

“Doubling the fees is unrea-
sonable,” said Robert Cooper, 
a Park Slope resident who was 
finishing a match Wednesday 
at the indoor Prospect Park 
Tennis Center on Parkside Ave-
nue. “It’s not showing any fair-
ness to the general public.”

Tennis aficionado Pierre 
Reveilles agreed: “It’s robbery! 
It’s not worth the price, espe-
cially when the courts are in 
such bad shape.”

And the fee increase only 

PAY TO PLAY
City’s new fees enrage tennis players

Tennis players Glenn Blake (left) and Robert Cooper are upset about fee hikes.
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enforces the stereotype that the 
game is an elitist sport.

“You are taxing a minority of 
people who are already overbur-
dened — and now this will be 
prohibitive to anyone deciding 

between food or medical care,” 
said Flatbush resident and ten-
nis player Glenn Blake.

Even a Parks official blasted 
the hike.

By Aaron Short
The Brooklyn Paper

A man’s home may indeed be 
his castle, but on one Greenpoint 
street, the stoop is an entirely dif-
ferent matter.

The city has told several Moni-
tor Street residents that they must 
remove wrought iron fences and 
front stoops — some more than 
100 years old — because they 
are on city-owned land. 

Two weeks ago, a Department 
of Design and Construction offi-
cial told more than a dozen house-
holds on Monitor Street that their 
fences and stoops were “private 
improvements” on public prop-
erty and must be removed to 
make way for new sewers and 
water mains.

“Should you wish to save the 
encroachments in order to rein-
stall them on your private prop-
erty, you will need to remove them 
yourself prior to the start of con-
struction,” the official wrote. “If 
you do not remove them, the city 

‘STOOP’-ID CITY
Residents oppose taking of their steps and fences

ago and did not call for the prop-
erty to be forfeited then.

“They want to take away our 
fences and we’ll have these air 
vents within what they claim is 
city property,” said Reischer. “For 
a hundred years, they haven’t con-
sidered it city property, but all of a 
sudden they’ve decided it is.”

But the city asserts that the 
fences and other “improvements” 
are in fact on public property and 
that the land is needed for up-
dated water mains.

The street redesign is a compo-
nent of a  $15-million infrastruc-
ture project  to add new utility 
pipes under Nassau Avenue and 
several side streets.  Repaving of 
Nassau Avenue  began in April 
last year with minimal disrup-
tion and has advanced with lit-
tle controversy.

But the city’s request to per-
manently take the property and 
enlarge the sidewalk on Monitor 
Street struck Councilman Steve 

The city wants to take part of Arlene Reischer’s property 
on Monitor Street in Greenpoint for street work. She’s not 
pleased.
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contractor will do so at no cost to 
you, but we cannot guarantee the 
condition of any encroachments 
removed in this way.”

The letter “pissed off” Arlene 

Reischer, who has lived in her 
Monitor Street house for 28 years. 
She claims the property is hers. 
Indeed, the city installed water 
mains in the same place 28 years 

By Andy Campbell
The Brooklyn Paper

The former treasurer for 
PS 29’s parent association is 
facing more than just a call 
to the principal’s office af-
ter she allegedly embezzled 
thousands of dollars from the 
group last fall. 

Cops said on Monday that 
43-year-old Providence Ho-
gan wrote two unaccounted 
checks worth a total of $5,500 
in the PTA’s budget of the 
Cobble Hill school late last 

year — but that sum could be 
the tip of Hogan’s thieving ice-
berg, as cops have confirmed 
other alleged thefts.

About 100 parents stormed 
the Henry Street building on 
Monday night, demanding 
to know how much of their 
hard-earned bake sale cash 
had been pilfered. But PTA 
officials — citing an ongo-
ing investigation — gave lit-
tle information except that the 
new treasurer found a “gap” 
in the group’s tax return this 

semester.
“I’m disappointed,” said 

Dominik Balsamo, who reg-
ularly picks his grandkids up 
from kindergarten. “You trust 
in someone and they take the 
money you put toward your 
kid’s future.”

 Hogan is a licensed child-
birth assistant  at her shop, 
Providence Day Spa on Atlan-
tic Avenue and Smith Street. 
She had worked as treasurer 
for the parent group for at least 

By Aaron Short
The Brooklyn Paper

Who’s that tall gawky guy with Lin-
coln Restler? 

Barack Obama got a chance to min-
gle with Williamsburg District Leader 
Lincoln Restler last month at a White 
House Christmas Party — and all we 
got was one of the greatest political pic-
tures since a young Bill Clinton  was 
snapped shaking hands  with then-Pres-
ident Kennedy in 1963.

Restler, a former Obama campaign 

volunteer, piqued the attention of the 
White House political office after he 
won a dramatic, razor-thin victory 
last September,  defeating a candidate 
backed by the Brooklyn Democratic 
machine .

So on Dec. 14, Restler, joined by his 
campaign manager and co-founder of 
the New Kings Democrats, Sarah Baker, 
took the bus to Washington for the house 
party — and got to mingle with guests 
such as Rev. Al Sharpton, Gen. Wes-
ley Clark, and administration staffers 

Valerie Jarrett and Pete Rouse.
Security to get into the White House 

was understandably tight — after two 
unwanted guests blitzed through sev-
eral checkpoints at a state dinner last 
year — and both Restler and Baker 
were scanned and surveyed with a metal 
wand several times.

Once inside, Baker and Restler 
checked out the spread, which included 
several meat and potato small plates 
and champagne.

“They had everything,” said Baker. 

“But I was too excited to eat. There were 
blue carrots. That was really cool.”

After Restler schmoozed with other 
young, up-and-coming politicos from 
throughout the country, Baker corralled 
the state committeeman to stand in the 
photo line to meet the president.

“Military officers introduce you and 
you get to talk with him and the first 
lady for a little bit and they take a pho-
tograph,” said Baker.

Restler never knew that the result-

When Obama met Restler 

Mom-strosity
Cops say PTA treasurer stole many 
thousands from Cobble Hill school

A PTA treasurer at PS 29 in Cobble 
Hill has been charged with embez-
zling tens of thousands of dollars for 
fertility treatments.
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Barack Obama hangs out with Williamsburg’s rising-star politico Lin-
coln Restler at the White House Christmas party last year. Joining Res-
tler was his campaign manager Sarah Baker and Michelle Obama.
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By Gary Buiso
The Brooklyn Paper

The tennis bubble atop the 
New York Sports Club on 
Boerum Place collapsed af-
ter the heavy snow last Tues-
day. 

No one was injured in the 
deflation near Dean Street, but 
it took a few days before all was 

right in the tennis world.
It’s not the first time this sea-

son that heavy snowfall col-
lapsed a tennis bubble. Dur-
ing the original blizzard, the 
big protective dome over the 
courts in the Parade Grounds 
in Kensington also lost its lofti-
ness, though it was also quickly 
repaired.
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Tennis, no one?

By Gary Buiso
The Brooklyn Paper

A developer will dismantle the 
illegal 40-foot addition atop a 19th-
century building on Carroll Street, 
a project that had become so con-
troversial that it led the city to re-
zone the neighborhood.

Builder Isaac Fischman of 
Borough Park told the Carroll 
Gardens Neighborhood Associ-
ation of his decision on Wednes-
day night, ending a six-year saga 
over the rooftop extension that 
neighbors had dubbed “the Hell 
House.”

“Everyone will get what they 

To ‘Hell’ and back!
Carroll Street eyesore to be dismantled

P
ho

to
 b

y 
Pa

ul
 M

ar
ti

nk
a

want,” Fischman said, adding that 
he will forge ahead with a plan 
to convert the soon-to-five-story 
building between Hoyt and Bond 
streets into 37 condo units.

Let the celebration begin!
“I’m having a barbecue in 

my backyard when the steel 
comes down!” said Chris Mc-
Voy, a neighbor of the building 
who has protested the addition 
for five years.

Fischman’s decision to trim 
part of the hulking mass of roof-
top steel will likely end the im-
passe over the $15-million reno-
vation, a saga that mirrored others 
in neighborhoods that are expe-

riencing gentrification.
In the case of 333 Carroll St., 

the controversy came to symbol-
ize the vulgar excess of last de-
cade’s development boom.

The structure was the brain-
child of  controversial architect 
Robert Scarano , who was hired 
in 2005 but fired in 2008 after 
the city stopped work at the site 
on the grounds that Scarano had 
falsely claimed that the build-
ing was zoned to allow two ad-
ditional stories.

The project remained in pur-
gatory while residents mobilized. 
Eventually, they succeeded in 
having the area rezoned to  thwart 
out-of-scale construction , and the 
city subsequently ruled that Fis-
chman had not built enough of 
the building to be grandfathered 
in under the prior zoning.

Gravesend-based firm NSC 
Architecture will design the re-
imagined building. 

The developer has agreed 
to remove the unfinished 
— and illegal — four-story 
addition atop this Carroll 
Gardens building.

Tunnel vision
Prospect Park draped in white has become a regular occurrence this snowy winter.

By Natalie O’Neill
The Brooklyn Paper

The violent thug who tried 
to rape a young woman just 
feet from the Brooklyn Acad-
emy of Music in Fort Greene 
last week is a white man with 
chubby cheeks, sunken eyes and 
light hair, cops say.

Police released a sketch this 
week of the alleged attacker, who 
is approximately 6-foot tall and 
between ages 30 and 35. The 
NYPD now wants neighbors’ 
help in hunting the bad guy, who 
may be responsible for two at-
tempted rapes in one week.

In the first incident, on Jan. 

19, a 25-year-old woman was 
nearing the corner of St. Felix 
Street and Hanson Place at 1:30 
am, when the suspect grabbed 
her from behind and tried to rip 
off her clothes.

She screamed, and the thug 
scampered away, leaving the 
woman physically unharmed. 
Cops say the man was wearing 
a dark pea coat with a light-col-
ored, button-down shirt.

Exactly one week later, at 
around 1:15 am near the cor-
ner of Fulton and Cumberland 
streets, a man threw a woman 
against the fence and told her, 
“Don’t fight it.”

Search for Fort 
Greene rapist

After a nearby witness yelled 
for help, the man ran away.

Anyone with information 
should call NYPD’s Crime Stop-
pers Hotline at (800) 577-8447 
or visit www.nypdcrimestop-
pers.com. Police say that all 
calls are anonymous.

The word “hero” 
is tossed around 
lightly these 

days, but this week, 
it’s flying around our 
newsroom for all the 
right reasons.

Because I’m a genuine hero.
Now, most days, of course, I’m noth-

ing of the sort, spending my time making 
calls, checking facts, gathering informa-

tion — then man-
gling it, after dead-
line, into something 
vaguely resembling 
prose.

But on Monday 
night, my duties in-

cluded staring into the maw of Hell — and 
not only coming back alive, but coming 
back with a story.

Columnist gets 
bashed by teens
Is he a wimp or a hero — you decide!

Senior reporter Andy Campbell was 
brutalized by teenagers on his way to 
a meeting. It’s sad.
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Campbell’s
Soup

By Andy Campbell
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See STOOP  on page 3

See PTA  on page 9 See TENNIS  on page 4

See RESTLER  on page 4

See CAMPBELL  on page 9
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Caring for Brooklyn’s Pets for over 30 years

We specialize in personalized and compassionate pet care. Your questions are always 
welcome and your pet’s needs are thoroughly addressed. Learn how Dr. Dendtler and  
Dr. Johnson can put their 30+years of knowledge and experience to work for you.

SOME OF OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:

476 MYRTLE AVENUE 
between Washington Avenue & Hall Street
Subway:  G  

Bus 718-623-3999
HOURS: MON-FRI 9am-7pm, Sat 9am-5pm

Clinton Hill Animal Clinic

“Supafly”

“Seattle”

1New Accounts and new money only. The annual percentage yield (APY) for BestRate Checking is 1.30% and will remain in effect for 90 days after account opening. At the end of this 90-day period the rate will revert to standard pricing. The APY is effective 
January 31, 2011. You must maintain an average daily balance of $5,000 for the statement cycle to receive the disclosed yield and to avoid the monthly maintenance fee of $10. Fees may reduce earnings. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice.
*New checking account with new money only. New money is defined as money not currently on deposit with Flushing Bank. This offer is limited to one checking account per household. Minimum deposit required to open a new checking account is $100. Debit 
Card Purchases – You will receive $75 for the completion of 5 debit card purchases. Each debit card purchase must be $25 or more. Online Banking Bill-payments or Direct Deposit – You will receive $75 for completing 5 online banking bill-payments via Flushing 
Bank’s Online Banking portal OR signing up for and receiving a recurring direct deposit of $250 or more.  Each online bill-pay must be $25 or more. Tax refund checks do not qualify as direct deposit.  Online Bill-payments, Debit Card Purchases and Direct 
Deposits must be completed prior to 60 days after the end of the promotion. THE MAXIMUM AMOUNT ANY CUSTOMER CAN RECEIVE IS $150. The promotion compensation will be credited to the checking account on or about 75 days after the promotion ends. 
Promotion ends March 31, 2011. The promotion and offer is subject to change and early termination without prior notice at any time. A 1099 will be issued in the amount credited to your account. Other fees and restrictions may apply. Speak with a Flushing 
Bank representative for more information. Flushing Bank is a trade name of Flushing Savings Bank, FSB.

Member FDIC 

One account does it all. Save time, earn money.

Visit your local Flushing Bank branch,  
call 800.581.2889 or go to www.FlushingBank.com.

High Interest • Liquidity • Convenience

Plus, get up to $150. Just open a new BestRate Checking 

account and you’ll receive:

 •  $75 for 5 debit card transactions of $25 or more*  
 AND

 •  $75 for 5 bill pays online of $25 or more*  
 OR 
$75 for recurring Direct Deposit of $250*1.30%

APY1  
  

On balances of $5,000 or more. 

BestRate Checking

The
Pizza

4 Water Street
Under the Brooklyn Bridge

(718) 522-2100
11:30am–10pm Weekdays

12pm–10pm Weekends
Deliver to DUMBO
& Brooklyn Heights

www.ignaziospizza.com

IGNAZIO’S
(In - YAT - zio)  POLICE BLOTTER

Find more online every Wednesday at
BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

(718) 768-9274 (WASH)  OPEN 7 DAYS 7AM-10PM 

VEGAS

555 7TH AVE
ENTER FROM 19TH ST. JUST SOUTH OF 7TH AVE.

“HIGHEST QUALITY CAR WASH,  
AT THE BEST PRICES!”

“VIP MEGA” Elite Full Service
“Extreme Jackpot” Package +

Not to be combined with any 
other offers. Expires 3/4/2011

$1846
Now Just

$30
Value

“Platinum” Express Car Wash
Includes:

Not to be combined with any 
other offers. Expires 3/4/2011

$369
$7
Value

“Extreme Jackpot” Full Service
Includes:

Not to be combined with any 
other offers. Expires 3/4/2011

$877
$13
Value
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Scary carjacking on Atlantic Ave.
88TH PRECINCT

Fort Greene–Clinton Hill
Two ballsy thieves kicked 

a woman out of her car, then 
stole it on Atlantic Avenue 
on Jan. 24.

The 51-year-old lady 
told cops she was sitting in 
a green Saab at 11 pm when 
two masked men opened the 
door.

“Stay, stay,” one of them 
ordered, but she jumped out 
of the car, which was parked 
near S. Oxford Street. 

That’s when the thugs 
drove off with her ride, her 
cellphone and $60.

Kid crime
A group of hoodlums beat 

up a 12-year-old and robbed 
him of change on Washing-
ton Avenue on Jan. 24.

The kid told cops he 
was near Greene Avenue at 
3:45 pm when four men ap-
proached him from behind. 
One of the ruffians demanded 
his money and, after he re-
fused give it up, another man 
punched him in the gut and 
grabbed his cash.

The crooks only made off 
with $6.

Park tumble
A throng of thugs a roughed 

up a man in Fort Green Park 
on Jan. 25.

The 30-year-old victim told 
cops he was out for a stroll, near 
Myrtle Avenue and Washing-
ton Park, just after 7 pm when 
a six men began to threaten 
him. One thug pushed him 
down a hill, started kicking 
him and demanded “every-
thing he had.” The jerks then 
snatched the park-goer’s cell-
phone and left him with a gash 
above his eye. 

Cops say one of the same 
men — a 23-year-old — at-
tacked another victim in the 
park 10 minutes later. Police 
arrested him that night.

Target trouble
There were two more 

thefts at the Target in the 
troubled Atlantic Terminal 
Mall last week:

• On Jan. 26, security 
guards told cops that a crook 
walked out of the store, which 
is on Atlantic Avenue near 
Flatbush Avenue, without 
paying for about $1,700 of 
fancy electronics.

• Four days later, a crook 
stole a pretty wallet from a 

shopper.
The 32-year-old victim 

told cops she put her wallet in 
the front pocket of her back-
pack at 2:30 pm. She soon 
noticed the pocket was un-
zipped and her purple, glit-
tery wallet  — which was 
filled with five credit cards 
— was missing.

Teen trash
Two teenage thugs attacked 

a man on S. Elliott Place on 
Jan. 27.

The 25-year-old victim told 
cops the violent jerks pushed 
him onto the sidewalk, near 
DeKalb Avenue, at 8 pm. Both 
ruffians punched him in the 
face and one snatched his 
empty messenger bag before 
running away. 

Cops later arrested a 
15-year-old and an 18-year-
old.

iSnatch
A jerk swiped a fancy cell-

phone from a girl on Flatbush 
Avenue on Jan. 29.

The 23-year-old woman 
told cops she was texting 
while walking to the bus, near 
St. Johns Place, at 5:30 pm. 
The jerk then snatched her 
iPhone and ran away.

Bad dream 
A quick-moving thief 

snagged a woman’s bag of 
expensive stuff on the sub-
way near Flatbush Avenue 
on Jan. 30.

The 28-year-old victim 
told cops she got on the train 
at around 1 am, then dozed 
off. When she woke up, near 
Fulton Street, she discovered 
her messenger bag, a laptop 
and cellphone were gone.
 — Natalie O’Neill

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens-Cobble 

Hill–Red Hook

Snow jerks
Four creeps pelted a man 

with snow and ice and robbed 
him on Hoyt Street on Jan. 
30.

The 40-year-old victim 
said he was near Butler Street 
at 2:40 am when he notice the 
group, all clad in puffy win-
ter coats, throwing snowballs. 
After the victim was nearly 
hit, one of the jerks said, “I 
don’t give a f—,” and then 
the entire mob proceeded to 

hit him with blocks of ice 
and snow, punching him and 
kicking him in the face, and 
snatching his $150 Gap coat 
and a set of keys for good 
measure.

Baltic bummer
Someone stole a fancy 

Lexus from Baltic Street 
overnight on Jan. 26.

The 57-year-old victim 
said she parked her 2009 
sedan near Clinton Street 
at around 8:30 pm and re-
turned at 7:30 the next morn-
ing to find it gone. Inside the 
car was a disability parking 
permit worth $250, a pair of 
boots, and a $1,000 motor-
ized wheelchair. 

Total bummer
Someone stole a 2010 

Toyota from Baltic Street 
on Jan. 26. 

The 68-year-old victim 
said he parked his Siena near 
Clinton Street at around 9:30 
am and returned at 2 pm. 

Robbed for $2
A fearsome foursome 

robbed a man on Hoyt Street 
on Jan. 22.

The 43-year-old victim 
said he was near Douglass 
Street at 8:45 am when four 
men attacked him, hitting 
him in the eye and snatch-
ing his Playboy Bunny wal-
let, which contained $2.

— Gary Buiso

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Random stab
A ruffian with a knife was 

arrested after he stabbed a 
man on Lawrence Street on 
Jan. 25.

The victim told cops that the 
19-year-old assailant randomly 
stabbed him near Willoughby 
Street at about 5 pm. Cops later 
caught up to the cretin, who 
tried to discard the knife be-
fore they nabbed him. The vic-
tim was taken to the hospital 
with minor injuries.

Fully baked
A thieving pothead was 

arrested for holding up a 
woman at knifepoint on Ad-
ams Street on Jan. 25.

The 50-year-old woman 
told cops that she was near 

Red Cross Place at about 1:05 
pm when the man held a knife 
to her face and demanded her 
jewelry. He took the gems 
along with her wallet and fled 
— but cops caught up to him 
— and the two blunts he had 
in his wallet.

Jewel heist
A jewel-hungry burglar 

stole $20,000 worth of gems 
from a Livingston Street 
apartment on Jan. 25.

The victim told cops that 
he arrived home, between 
Court and Clinton streets, 
at about 1:30 pm to find the 
door pried open and his apart-
ment ransacked. He soon re-
alized that his cache of ex-
pensive watches, diamond 
necklaces, and bracelets 
were gone.

Shoe-t!
A shoe-happy hooli-

gan stole $6,000 worth of 
sneakers and electronics 
from N.O.S. Shoes on Front 
Street on Jan. 26.

An employee arrived at the 
store, which is near Adams 
Street, at about 10:15 am to 
find the shop’s glass façade 
busted and four pairs of ex-
pensive shoes, a laptop and 

keyboard missing.

Payless, get cut
A scissors-wielding perp 

cut a Payless employee in the 
neck because he didn’t like 
the price of shoes at the Ful-
ton Street shop on Jan. 26.

The victim told cops that 
the jerk was arguing with him 
over the price of the sneak-
ers at the store, which is near 
Lawrence Street, at about 
noon — that’s when things 
got ugly. The thug pulled out a 
pair of scissors, the two scuf-
fled and the victim got a slash 
to the neck. The perp fled 
the store with a pair of sto-
len shoes.

Laptop burglar
A thief stole a couple 

laptops from an unlocked 
Cranberry Street basement 
on Jan. 29.

The tenant, who lives be-
tween Columbia Heights and 
Willow Street, said that he 
heard noise coming from his 
basement — which he forgot 
to lock — at about 9:30 pm. 
When he went to check, he re-
alized that two $300 laptops 
were missing. The basement 
was still unlocked.

— Andy Campbell
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Caring for Brooklyn’s Pets for over 30 years
We specialize in personalized and compassionate pet care. Your questions are always welcome and your pet’s needs are  
thoroughly addressed. Learn how Dr. Dendtler can put her 30+years of knowledge and experience to work for you.

SOME OF OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:
Exams, Vaccines & Lab Tests
Skin Disorders & Allergy Testing
Digital X-Rays & Sonogram Service 
Anesthesia & Vital Signs Monitoring
International Travel Certificates (USDA)
Internal Medicine
Dentistry
Hills Presciption Foods
Birds & Exotics
House Calls

PROMOTIONS  PROMO CODE

$30 EXAM FEE FOR NEW CLIENTS  NC30 
STUDENTS RECEIVE 20% OFF THEIR BILL SDNT20
SENIORS RECEIVE 20% OFF THEIR BILL SN20 
Puppy/Kittens Receive 20% OFF Initial Vaccines PK20 
2nd Pet From Same Household Receives FREE Exam 2PETS

Limit 1 offer per customer. Subject to change without notice. OFFER EXPIRES ON 3/31/11

SAVE BIG WITH OUR LIMITED TIME OFFERS 
(Please mention code when scheduling)

60 Broadway, between Wythe Ave. & Berry St.
Alternate Phone - 718.623.3999 347.223.4799

HOURS: Tues & Wed 3:30-7:30  Sat: 9:30-3:30

Bridge Plaza Animal Clinic

“Supafly”
“Seattle”

1New Accounts and new money only. The annual percentage yield (APY) for BestRate Checking is 1.30% and will remain in effect for 90 days after account opening. At the end of this 90-day period the rate will revert to standard pricing. The APY is effective 
January 31, 2011. You must maintain an average daily balance of $5,000 for the statement cycle to receive the disclosed yield and to avoid the monthly maintenance fee of $10. Fees may reduce earnings. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice.
*New checking account with new money only. New money is defined as money not currently on deposit with Flushing Bank. This offer is limited to one checking account per household. Minimum deposit required to open a new checking account is $100. Debit 
Card Purchases – You will receive $75 for the completion of 5 debit card purchases. Each debit card purchase must be $25 or more. Online Banking Bill-payments or Direct Deposit – You will receive $75 for completing 5 online banking bill-payments via Flushing 
Bank’s Online Banking portal OR signing up for and receiving a recurring direct deposit of $250 or more.  Each online bill-pay must be $25 or more. Tax refund checks do not qualify as direct deposit.  Online Bill-payments, Debit Card Purchases and Direct 
Deposits must be completed prior to 60 days after the end of the promotion. THE MAXIMUM AMOUNT ANY CUSTOMER CAN RECEIVE IS $150. The promotion compensation will be credited to the checking account on or about 75 days after the promotion ends. 
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Last Mass at Montserrat
By Aaron Short
The Brooklyn Paper

The Brooklyn Diocese called 
in a strong show of police force 
on Sunday outside a beloved Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant chapel that the 
church hierarchy closed in a con-
troversial move.

Church officials apparently 
were worried about a large, and 
angry, crowd attending the last 
Mass at Our Lady of Montser-
rat, which the Diocese shuttered 
for good on Monday in what sup-
porters say is payback for a pas-
tor’s opposition to the Diocese on 
several political issues.

The renegade priest, Father 
Jim O’Shea, was on hand for the 

final rites at the Vernon Street 
church on Sunday, but parishio-
ners were greeted by three squad 
cars from the nearby 90th Pre-
cinct stationhouse — cops who 
had been summoned by O’Shea’s 
superior, Pastor William Chacon, 
and a representative of the Dio-
cese, sources said.

One of the cops confirmed that 
a pastor from the church called 
and parishioners were overheard 
reprimanding Chacon for call-
ing the police.

“It’s a complete shame that 
instead of making an appear-
ance and thanking the commu-
nity, Bishop Nicholas DiMarzio 
sent the police in fear that peo-

ple would protest because they 
know the truth behind the clo-
sure is political,” said parishio-
ner Juan Ramos. “[Closing this 
church] is the ultimate way to 
stop the community from orga-
nizing itself.”

In the past, DiMarzio has 
 said that his decision to close 
the church last November  was 
based solely on finances and the 
“long term viability” of the Di-
ocese itself. 

With the closing of Montser-
rat, the Diocese now wants its pa-
rishioners to pray at All Saints 
Church on Throop Avenue, which 
is seven blocks away. DiMarzio 
did not comment on the show of 

police strength, but the Diocese 
put out a statement on Monday 
that said it is “deeply aware of 
the sacrifice that these changes 
mean for those who worship in 
these churches.”

“I pray that impacted parishes 
find comfort in the fact that we 
are creating a firm foundation 
for our Diocesan community…
for many decades to come,” Mon-
signor Edward Scharfenberger, 
who was on the committee that 
recommended that the church 
be closed.

In a separate statement, a Dio-
cese spokesman said that the show 
of police force was not meant as 
intimidation.

“Community affairs liaisons 
at the precinct were asked to be 
in attendance for public safety 
precautions, not to maintain or-
der,” said the spokesman, Shane 
Kavanagh. 

That did not satisfy some 
Montserrat faithful, who re-
main convinced that the decision 
to close the church was based on 
O’Shea’s outspoken politics. The 
father opposed a city plan to re-
zone the nearby Broadway Trian-
gle and he opposed a state bill that 
could have prevented some expen-
sive sex-abuse lawsuits against 
the Catholic Church. Both initia-
tives were pushed by Assembly-
man Vito Lopez (D–Bushwick), a 

Rather, the Diocese says that 
Montserrat has accrued a debt 
of $395,000 since 2000 and 
church documents show a defi-
cit of $23,171 in 2010 — though 
that figure includes inflated util-
ity bills and expenses, such as 
a secretary’s salary,  that does 
not exist . 

Parishioners, many of whom 
came from other parts of Brook-
lyn and Queens to visit the church 
they were baptized and took com-
munion with, mourned the loss 
of their congregation Sunday 
with a mix of sadness and res-
ignation.

The building, according to a 
Diocese spokesman, will be “de-
sacralized” and put on the mar-
ket in the spring.

“Whatever money gained by 
the sale of that property is gained 
in sale by the parish,” said church 
spokesman Shane Kavanagh. 
“The plan is to sell it.”

O’Shea’s future is also un-
clear.

DiMarzio ally, though DiMarzio 
has denied that the closure of the 
church had anything to do with 
O’Shea’s outspokenness.

Cops make big show of force at closure of controversial church

Rev. Jim O’Shea, has said 
his last Mass at Our Lady of 
Montserrat Church, which 
has been closed.
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Foolish man, never ask to see the gun!
90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Bushwick
Two perps robbed a man 

on Bedford Avenue on Jan. 

29, punching him in the face 
after he foolishly demanded 
to see their gun.

The man told cops that 
he was near S. First Street 

at 5 am when one thug ap-
proached and said, “Give me 
your money.”

When the victim stupidly 
responded, “Show me your 

gun,” the thug punched him 
in the face, knocking him to 
the ground.

The perps fled and the vic-
tim was taken to the hospi-

tal with a  broken cheekbone 
and  a concussion.

Club hit
A thug struck a man out-

side a club on Havemeyer 
Street on Jan. 23, which led 
to a fight on the corner.

The perp approached the 
victim near S. Fifth Street at 
3:30 am and punched him in 
the face. He called for rein-
forcements and the fight es-
calated — until another perp 
ran over to the victim, tak-
ing his watch and gold chain, 
and ran away.

Lots of burgs
There were at least four 

burglaries reported last 
week:

• A perp stole two laptops 
from two apartments in the 

same building on Montrose 
Avenue near Graham Avenue 
on Jan. 29 at 8 pm, while the 
tenant stepped out for two 
hours.

• A tenant left her Broad-
way apartment on Jan. 28 at 
8:30 am to visit a friend, but 
returned at 3 pm the next day 
to find that her laptop, cam-
era and jewelry had been sto-
len from the apartment near 
Hooper Street.

• A tenant left her S. Fifth 
Street apartment on Jan. 26 
at 12:30 am, and returned at 

3 am the next day to find her 
computer stolen from the unit 
near Marcy Avenue.

• A tenant left her Maujer 
Street apartment on Jan. 24 
at 5 am to go to work, but she 
returned at 2 pm to find her 
apartment door pried open and 
her laptop stolen. Her apart-
ment is near Lorimer Street.

Wheel bad news
Several cars were stolen 

last week:
• A thief broke into a Toy-

ota from S. Ninth Street near 

Wythe Avenue between Jan. 
26 and 28. The owner re-
turned to find that the thief 
had taken religious articles, 
his iPod, and his camera.

• A Toyota that had been 
parked on Boerum Street at 
2:30 pm on Jan. 29 was gone 
when its owner returned to 
the block between Manhattan 
Avenue and Leonard Street 
at 10:30 pm.

• A thief nabbed a Nissan 
from Johnson Avenue near 
Graham Avenue between 
3:40 and 4 pm on Jan. 28.

• A woman parked her car 
in front of her home on Man-
hattan Avenue near Moore 
Street at 7:30 pm on Jan. 26, 
but noticed that it was miss-
ing four hours later.
 — Aaron Short

By Andy Campbell
The Brooklyn Paper

The city finally committed cash to 
prop up long-ailing East River ferry 
service on Wednesday, ending years of 
financial struggle among independent 
ferry operators — but whether com-
muters will actually utilize the new 
service is still up in the air. 

The Economic Development Corpo-
ration has sealed a three-year, $9-mil-
lion contract with a division of New 
York Waterway to run all-day service 
along seven regular stops on the East 
River starting in June.

“Using the waterway to connect New 
Yorkers to business districts as well as 
recreation destinations will encourage 
economic activity and growth on both 
sides of the East River,” said EDC Pres-
ident Seth Pinsky. “This robust, regu-
lar service will be well-integrated with 
existing transportation options.”

If the program kicks off smoothly, 
ferries would run every 20 minutes start-
ing at E. 34th Street in Manhattan, to 
Long Island City, and then to Green-
point, Williamsburg and DUMBO all 
the way down to Wall Street. In the sum-
mer, additional stops would be made 
at Pier 6 at Atlantic Avenue and Gov-

ernor’s Island on Fridays. Fares will 
range from $3 for up to three stops, to 
$5.50 for more than three stops.

There are bound to be problems as the 
program gets underway. The city’s com-
mitment to New York Waterway may 
push out the New York Water Taxi — 
which won’t get any of the city cash. Wa-
ter Taxi spokesman Tom Fox couldn’t be 
reached by press time.

It’s yet unclear whether people will 
use the service, too. The current ferry 
schedule is inconsistent and underuti-
lized. But city officials hope that the new 
program will be reliable — and cheap 
— enough to lure commuters.

City’s ferry good news
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By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

The teenager who has stalked iPhone 
users in Park Slope for two years contin-
ued  his reign of terror  last week, swiping 
another of the fancy smartphones from 
a woman on Flatbush Avenue.

The victim told cops the same story 
that more than a dozen victims have told 
since the robbery spree began: She was 
chatting on her iPhone near the corner 
of Plaza Street West at around 7:25 pm 
on Jan. 25 when a teenager approached 
from behind on a bicycle.

He glided silently towards her, grab-

bing the phone just as he passed her on 
the dark colored mini-sized bike. With-
out missing a beat, he continued on to-
wards St. Johns Place.

If that location sounds familiar to 
iPhone users, it should: the Jobsphone-
robbing thief has been plying his per-
nicious trade in the area for two years. 
For a brief time this fall, cops thought 
they had collared him,  but he returned 
in December .

A crime prevention officer in the pre-
cinct cautioned all iPhone users to “know 
where you are at all times and don’t just 
pull out the phone and start typing.”

FREE WILLS and LIVING TRUSTS SEMINARS!
Brooklyn law fi rm reveals the 

7 costly mistakes families
make in their estate plans!

Will your family be one of those casualties?
Attend this seminar and immediately discover how you can avoid mistakes in these key areas
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7. INCAPACITY: Make your fi nal wishes known with a Living Will and Health Care Proxy.Avoid a publicly humiliating and expensive guardian-
ship proceeding if you become legally incapacitated or disabled.

Even though you’ve worked hard your entire life and saved up something you’d like to pass on to your family, they may end up with nothing, without 
proper planning. When you attend one of ourWills and Living Trust seminars, you’ll immediately discover how you can prevent this from happening to 
you and your family… but space is limited, so call now to reserve your seat.
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Thief on bike strikes again

Another burger bash in the Park Slope
78TH PRECINCT

Park Slope
A trio of thugs slugged a de-

liveryman on St. Johns Place 
on Jan. 24, getting away with 
his food.

The restaurant worker told 
cops that he was between Sixth 
and Seventh avenues at about 
6:30 pm when the posse at-
tacked him from behind.

“Give me the money,” one 
of the thugs said, as one or more 
of the hooligans punctuated 
the demand with fists.

All they got was the food, 
estimated at $18.

Wheel bad
At least five cars were sto-

len or burglarized last week. 
Here’s the bad news:

• A thief swiped an 
11-year-old Honda from 
Eighth Avenue between Jan. 
22 and 26. The victim said 
he had parked near Eighth 
Street.

• American Apparel had 
one of its nifty compact 
SUVs stolen off Eighth Ave-
nue near the Flatbush Avenue 
store on Jan. 26. A worker 
told cops that he’d parked it 
at 1 pm, but it was gone four 
hours later.

• A thief tried to break 
into a 1996 Dodge that had 
been left on Fifth Avenue 
near Eighth Street on Jan. 
21, but he did not get in. The 

last week. The owner told 
cops that he’d parked the 
fancy German-made sedan 
between Fifth and Sixth av-
enues at 11 pm on Jan. 21, 
but when he returned three 
days later, he discovered 
that his fancy option — val-
ued at $1,600 — had been 
swiped.

— Gersh Kuntzman

77TH PRECINCT
Prospect Heights

Sinister smash
A thug bashed in the rear 

window of a brand new 2011 
Audi parked on Eastern Park-
way on Jan. 28, but took noth-
ing.

The owner told police that 
he parked his red luxury ve-
hicle between Plaza Street 
East and Underhill Avenue 
at 10 pm. When he returned 
a short time later, its window 
was caved in.

The incident was haunt-
ingly similar to a smashing 
spree against SUVs and lux-
ury cars parked around Pros-
pect Park  last November .

Half baked
A 50-year-old man caught 

smoking marijuana on Lin-
coln Place tried to avoid an 
arrest by swallowing his 
blunt on Jan. 29 — but he 
ended up in handcuffs any-
way after he bragged about 
what he had done.

Cops were patrolling be-
tween Washington and Clas-
son avenues at 1:15 pm when 
they saw the pothead puff-
ing away.

with snow and ice and robbed 
him on Hoyt Street on Jan. 
30.

The 40-year-old victim 
said he was near Butler Street 
at 2:40 am when he notice the 
group, all clad in puffy win-
ter coats, throwing snowballs. 
After the victim was nearly 
hit, one of the jerks said, “I 
don’t give a f—,” and then 
the entire mob proceeded to 
hit him with blocks of ice 
and snow, punching him and 
kicking him in the face, and 
snatching his $150 Gap coat 
and a set of keys for good 
measure.

Baltic bummer
Someone stole a fancy 

Lexus from Baltic Street 
overnight on Jan. 26.

The 57-year-old victim 
said she parked her 2009 
sedan near Clinton Street 
at around 8:30 pm and re-
turned at 7:30 the next morn-
ing to find it gone. 

Inside the car was a dis-
ability parking permit worth 
$250, a pair of boots, and a 
$1,000 motorized wheel-
chair. 

Total bummer
Someone stole a 2010 

Toyota from Baltic Street 
on Jan. 26. 

The 68-year-old victim 
said he parked his Siena near 
Clinton Street at around 9:30 
am and returned at 2 pm. 

Robbed for $2
A fearsome foursome 

robbed a man on Hoyt Street 
on Jan. 22.

The 43-year-old victim 
said he was near Douglass 
Street at 8:45 am when four 
men attacked him, hitting 
him in the eye and snatch-
ing his Playboy Bunny wal-
let, which contained $2.

— Gary Buiso

owner discovered damage to 
the car on Jan. 26.

• A 1999 Dodge was 
swiped off 10th Street over-
night on Jan. 23. The victim 
told cops that she’d parked it 
between Fifth and Sixth av-
enues at around 11 pm, but it 
was gone by 11:30 the next 
morning.

• A thief swiped the fancy 
electronic mirrors off a 1999 
Mercedes on Second Street 

But when they approached, 
the man popped his mari-
juana cigarette into his mouth 
and gulped it down.

“I ate it…I ate the mari-
juana blunt. You have no ev-
idence because I ate it!” the 
man screamed at police.

The cops disagreed, ar-
resting the man on their ob-
servations — and his appar-
ent confession.

Bullet boob
That’s gotta hurt: A 

44-year-old St. James Place  
man was arrested on gun pos-
session charges on Jan. 27 af-
ter he accidentally shot him-
self in the leg.

Police said the gun went 
off in the man’s waistband at 
10:45 pm as he plopped down 
in a chair inside his apart-
ment between Atlantic Ave-
nue and Lefferts Place.
 — Thomas Tracy

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens-Cobble 

Hill–Red Hook

Snow jerks
Four creeps pelted a man 

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Car crooks
Two ballsy thieves kicked 

a woman out of her car, then 
stole it on Atlantic Avenue 
on Jan. 24.

The 51-year-old lady 
told cops she was sitting in 
a green Saab at 11 pm when 
two masked men opened the 

door.
“Stay, stay,” one of them 

ordered, but she jumped out 
of the car, which was parked 
near S. Oxford Street. 

That’s when the thugs 
drove off with her ride, her 
cellphone and $60.

Target trouble
There were two more 

thefts at the Target in the 
troubled Atlantic Terminal 
Mall last week:

• On Jan. 26, security 
guards told cops that a crook 
walked out of the store, which 
is on Atlantic Avenue near 
Flatbush Avenue, without 
paying for about $1,700 of 
fancy electronics.

• Four days later, a crook 
stole a pretty wallet from a 
shopper.

The 32-year-old victim 
told cops she put her wallet in 
the front pocket of her back-
pack at 2:30 pm. She soon 
noticed the pocket was un-
zipped and her purple, glit-
tery wallet  — which was 
filled with five credit cards 
— was missing.
  — Natalie O’Neill
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FREE WILLS and LIVING TRUSTS SEMINARS!
Brooklyn law fi rm reveals the 

7 costly mistakes families
make in their estate plans!

Will your family be one of those casualties?
Attend this seminar and immediately discover how you can avoid mistakes in these key areas
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high as 16%. 
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your benefi ciaries. 

7. INCAPACITY: Make your fi nal wishes known with a Living Will and Health Care Proxy.Avoid a publicly humiliating and expensive guardian-
ship proceeding if you become legally incapacitated or disabled.

Even though you’ve worked hard your entire life and saved up something you’d like to pass on to your family, they may end up with nothing, without 
proper planning. When you attend one of ourWills and Living Trust seminars, you’ll immediately discover how you can prevent this from happening to 
you and your family… but space is limited, so call now to reserve your seat.

(718) 238-1727
All seminar attendees will receive a FREE one-hour, private consultation to see how a proper estate plan will benefi t 
you and your family ($325 value).
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Ridge leaders do what they do — lead
By Helen Klein
The Brooklyn Paper

Bay Ridge activists gath-
ered together to celebrate their 
achievements last Saturday at 
an annual event whose guest 
list reads like a “Who’s Who” 
of the neighborhood.

About 150 community lu-
minaries braved what was left 
of Thursday’s snow to attend 
the Bay Ridge Community 
Council’s Presidents’ Lun-
cheon and toast each other, 
looking back at previous suc-
cesses and ahead to upcom-
ing endeavors.

“It’s about the present, the 
pat and hopefully the future,” 
said Arlene Keating, the or-
ganization’s executive secre-
tary as she introduced speak-
ers to the crowd at the Bay 
Ridge Manor, on 76th Street 
near Fifth Avenue.

The Council’s efforts are 
key to ensuring a bright future 
for Brooklyn neighborhoods 
such as Bay Ridge, Dyker 
Heights and Fort Hamilton, 
said Sen. Charles Schumer 
(D-New York).

“Bay Ridge is a great 
neighborhood,” he said. “We 
have got to keep it strong and 
we have got to serve it and Road rage assault on 73rd

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

A hot-headed motorist 
and his goons attacked an-
other driver during a road 
rage incident at 73rd Street 
on Jan. 23.

The victim told cops that 
he was driving between Sev-
enth Avenue and Fort Hamil-
ton Parkway at around 8:30 pm 
when he saw a double-parked 
car. The victim thought he 
couldn’t get around the other 
vehicle, so he honked his horn. 
Then some unknown dude 
near the double-parked car 
smacked the victim’s car. Once 
the victim got out to confront 
the smacker, he was jumped by 
a few dudes, who broke his jaw 
during the beat-down. 

Car break-in
Someone stole cards, gloves 

and laptop from a car parked 
on Ridge Boulevard near 82nd 
Street on Jan. 25. The victim 
told cops that he parked his 
ride at 2 am and returned eight 
hours later to find that his stuff 
was gone.

Jacket jack
An ice-cold thief mugged a 

12-year-old kid for his jacket on 
Fourth Avenue on Jan. 24.

The pre-teen victim told 
cops that he was near 72nd 
Street at around 6 pm when 
a young thug approached him 

from behind, yelling, “Give 
me your jacket.”

The perp then pushed the 
kid, kicked him in the stom-
ach and yanked off his Gap 
coat.

Double threat
Two weapon-wielding thugs 

mugged a guy in a Fifth Ave-
nue lobby on Jan. 24.

The victim told cops that 

he was entering his building, 
which is between 81st and 82nd 
streets, at around 10:30 pm. He 
saw one of the perps outside the 
door and an accomplice wait-
ing in the lobby. The lobby-
dwelling perp then pulled 
the victim inside, threw him 
against the wall and threatened 
him with a large kitchen knife. 
The other thug walked in the 
building, took out his gun and 

but because of you.”
The “you,” in this case, 

are the presidents and dele-
gates of about 100 commu-
nity groups, including civic 
associations, PTAs, block 
associations, church groups, 
and a laundry list of other or-
ganizations such as the Bay 

Ridge Rod and Gun Club, the 
Bay Ridge Lions Club, and 
the Bay Ridge Historical So-
ciety whose membership in the 
community council fulfills the 
vision of Walter and Vincent 
Kassenbrock, who came up 
with the idea of an umbrella or-
ganization to serve the neigh-

borhood 60 years ago.
“Without its membership, 

the council wouldn’t exist,” 
said Alex Conti, who is serv-
ing as the group’s president 
for the second time.

A former council presi-
dent added his own hip-hip 
hooray for the organization. 

“Three cheers for the Bay 
Ridge Community Council,” 
said Councilman Vince Gen-
tile (D–Bay Ridge), who cut 
his teeth in community ser-
vice with the Bay Ridge Com-
munity Council, and took the 
group’s helm before running 
for office.

pressed it to the victim’s tem-
ple. He demanded money, so 
the victim gave him $80. Fi-
nally, the two robbers fled. 

Unlucky no.s
Someone stole lottery tick-

ets and several pieces of pricey 
jewelry — including a $4,000 
diamond engagement ring — 
from a Bay Ridge Avenue 
apartment on Jan. 28.

The formerly blinging 
victim told cops that he left 
his home, which is between 
Narrows Avenue and Colonial 
Road, at around 6:30 am and 
returned 12 hours later to find 
his front door broken and his 
accessories gone.

— Alex Rush

By Gersh Kuntzman
The Brooklyn Paper

The teenager who has 
stalked iPhone users in 
Park Slope for two years 
continued  his reign of ter-
ror  last week, swiping an-
other of the fancy smart-
phones from a woman on 
Flatbush Avenue.

The victim told cops the 
same story that more than 
a dozen victims have told 
since the robbery spree be-

gan: She was chatting on her 
iPhone near the corner of 
Plaza Street West at around 
7:25 pm on Jan. 25 when a 
teenager approached from 
behind on a bicycle.

He glided silently to-
wards her, grabbing the 
phone just as he passed her 
on the dark colored mini-
sized bike. Without missing 
a beat, he continued on to-
wards St. Johns Place.

If that location sounds 

familiar to iPhone users, it 
should: the Jobsphone-rob-
bing thief has been plying his 
pernicious trade in the area 
for two years. For a brief time 
this fall, cops thought they 
had collared him,  but he re-
turned in December .

A crime prevention offi-
cer in the precinct cautioned 
all iPhone users to “know 
where you are at all times 
and don’t just pull out the 
phone and start typing.”

Thief on bike at it again

your civic association does 
an amazing job.”

From across the aisle, 
Rep. Michael Grimm (R–
Bay Ridge) also sang the 
community’s praises.

“When I think of the sac-
rifices made by the people 
in this room every day, ev-
ery week, that’s remarkable,” 
he said. “This is one of the 
most sought-after communi-
ties, not just because houses 
maintain their values, not just 
because of the brownstones, 

(At left) Colleen Golden, state Sen. Marty Golden (R–Bay Ridge) and Conservative Party Chairman Mike Long shared a laugh be-
fore lunch at the Bay Ridge Manor. (At right) Peter Killen and Ralph Perfetto chatted.
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Cosmetic & Laser Center Of Bay Ridge

David Biro, M.D., Ph.D.

Cosmetic: 718.833.2793 Alternate: 718.833.7616

Effective Treatment 

of Fine Lines, Skin Tightening, 

Age Spots, Acne Scaring

BOTOX / DYSPORT

FACIAL FILLERS

SPIDER VEINS

CHEMICAL PEELS

LASER HAIR REMOVAL

MICRODERMABRASION

WE’RE VERY 
PLEASED WITH 

OUR AD!

“Advertising in the Courier Life newspapers 
has always brought new patients to our 
offi ces. We like the fact that our ad can run 
from Bay Ridge all the way to Carroll Gardens. 
Our patients make appointments from as far 
away as Park Slope and Canarsie after an 
ad appears. The newspaper is concise with 
quality editorial and, we feel, the best that 
Brooklyn local papers has to offer.”

— Dr. David Biro
Bay Ridge Skin and Cancer Dermatology, PC

APPLY TODAY!
QUICK 2MINUTE APPROVAL!

LOWEST PRICES ON ALL THE MAJOR BRANDS OF APPLIANCES TV'S AND BEDDING

EXCLUSIVE
‘NO LEMON’
GUARANTEE.

‘WE’LL BE THERE’
DELIVERY
GUARANTEE.

DOUBLE THE
DIFFERENCE
PRICE GUARANTEE.

WE DELIVER EVERYDAY
INCLUDING SUNDAY

Always the

& DEPENDABLE ADVICE.
LOWEST PRICE

Always Factory Brand New.

2361 Nostrand Ave, Brooklyn(Off the Corner of Ave J)
718-253-4700 • (888-271-7497 Appliance Parts Only)

Monday-Friday 9am-8pm, Sat 9am-6pm, Sun 11am-6pm
Shop Us 24/7 at www.shopeba.com Layaway Available

*Special terms apply to purchases charged with approved credit to the EBA card issued by Wells Fargo Financial National Bank. Regular minimum monthly payments are required during the promotional period. interest will be charged to your account from the purchase date at the regular APR if the purchase balance
is not paid in full within the promotional period or if you make a late payment. For newly opened accounts, the regular APR is 27.99%. The APR may vary. The APR is given as of 12/31/10. If you are charged interest in any billing cycle, the minimum interest charge will be $1.00. Minimum purchase is $399.99. Offer ex-
pires 2/28/11. **Rebates are issued as a NECO Alliance Visa Reward Card issued by The PrivateBank and Trust Company pursuant to a license from Visa USA, Inc, and may be used wherever Visa Debit cards are accepted. The PrivateBank and Trust Company; Member FDIC. NYC Consumer Affairs Lic. #0905375

SAVE $140.00!

18.2 cu. ft.
Refrigerator
•Adjustable Glass Shelves
•Gallon Door Storage
•2 Humidity Controlled Crispers
•Clear Dairy Door
#NFTR18X4LW

$39999$39999

NEXT
DAY

DELIVERY

26 cu.ft.
Side by Side Refrigerator
•Glass Shelves •2 Crispers
•Ice and Water Dispenser
#WRS6W1EW
Available in showroom only

$69999$69999

NEXT
DAY

DELIVERY

Glass
Shelves!

Ice/Water
Dispenser!

15” Widescreen LCD HDTV
•Dual ATSC/NTSC tuners •HDMI
•PC Input #cobyTFTV1525

19" Widescreen LCD HDTV
•Dual ATSC/NTSC tuners •PC Input
•HDMI inputs #coby TFTV1925

22” Widescreen LCD HDTV
•Dual ATSC-NTSC tuners •HDMI Inputs
•PC Input #coby TFTV2204

15” 19” 22”

32” Wide Screen LCD HDTV
•ATSC/QAM/NTSC Tuners •2 HDMI Inputs with
HDCP Support •Component Video Input #coby TFTV3217

40” Wide Screen LCD HDTV
•ATSC/QAM/NTSC Tuners •2 HDMI Inputs with HDCP Support
•Component Video Input #coby TFTV4028

$10999$10999 $14999$14999 $17999$17999

32” 40”

$45999$45999$29999$29999

50”

$25999$25999
Internet-Ready 3D Blu-ray Disc™
Home Theater w/ Built-in Wi-Fi®
•Plays 3D Blu-ray discs, standard Blu-ray
discs, DVDs, CDs, MP3 CDs, and JPEG CDs
•USB input for connecting an iPod®, digital
camera, MP3-player or thumb drive
#BDVE570

Super Savings
on All
Home Theater
Systems!

50” Wide Screen Plasma HDTV
•3,000,000:1 Dynamic Contrast Ratio
•TruSlim bezel, narrow 2.2" cabinet depth
•ATSC/NTSC/Clear QAM tuners •3 HDMI with HDCP
•Black High Gloss finish #50PJ350

$59999$59999

Compact Progressive Scan
DVD Player
•Dolby digital •On-Screen Display #cobyDVD224

$7999$7999 $2699$2699
SAVE ON ALL DVD PLAYERS!

Network Blu-ray Disc Player
•Blu-ray, DVD and CD disc playback
•Full HD 1080p • DVD up-scaling to 1080p #BD530

7.0 cu. ft. Chest Freezer
•Laser Blue Slide and Store Basket
•Adjustable Thermostat
#EH070FXRQ

$15999$15999

NEXT
DAY

DELIVERY

Super
Price!

Built In Dishwasher
•Large capacity •2 Wash Levels
•5 Cycle Selections
•Pots & Pans Cycle #RUD4000SB

$17999$17999

NEXT
DAY

DELIVERY

Front-Load Washer
•10 Wash Cycles •Fresh Water Rinse
•TimeWise Technology
•3.7cu.ft. Capacity #FRFW3700LW

$39999$39999$29999$29999
sale 449.99 mail-in rebate -50.00**

Final Cost

FREE Washer & DryerRe-Install & Removal!
With a washer or dryer purchase, at time of delivery only.
NO MAIL - IN REBATE !

FREE Appliance Removal and Haul Away!
We will remove & haul away your old disconnected appliance at time of delivery.
NO MAIL - IN REBATE !

3.2 cu. ft.
Capacity Super Plus Washer
•24 Wash Cycles •4 Water Levels
•HydroWave Wash System
#WWSE5240G

NEXT
DAY

DELIVERY

APARTMENT SPECIAL!

Apartment Size
Refrigerator
•2 Adjustable Slide-Out
Fresh Food Shelves
•Clear Crisper with
Glass Cover
#HAIER HRF10WNDWW

NEXT
DAY

DELIVERY

NEXT
DAY

DELIVERY

20” Gas Range With
4 Sealed Burners
•Space-Saving 20" Width

•Drop-Down Broiler
•Electronic Ignition #TGP200VDQ

GET BOTH
for only

$55900

reg.$399.99

NEXT
DAY

DELIVERY

By Laura 
Gottesdiener
The Brooklyn Paper

Move over, Craigslist! 
Community Board 1’s bul-
letin board is now the hot-
test place to advertise sex 
parties — but some mem-
bers are all hot and bothered 
about it.

Last weekend, community 
member Susana Ramos used 
the community group’s un-
official Yahoo club page to 
post multiple invitations to a 
ladies-only “Passion Party” 

on Feb. 5, sparking outage 
in some (and curiosity in 
others).

“I don’t think [it’s] ap-
propriate for this listserv,” 
wrote board member Karen 
Nieves.

Nieves’s problem isn’t 
sex or the Passion Parties, 
which are akin to a Tup-
perware party for sex toys. 
She just doesn’t want to see 
sex solicitations every time 
she logs onto a Yahoo page 
that was started by a board 
member for non-official CB1 

postings.
Ramos, who is a former 

member of the 90th Pre-
cinct Community Council, 
didn’t take Nieves’s criti-
cism lightly.

“I am not charging! I am 
not selling!!!” Ramos wrote 
in a reply post. Instead, Ra-
mos said that all she wanted 
to do is ease her neigh-
bors’ pain in these stress-
ful times.

“If anyone who reads 
this is not secure with your 
sexuality and don’t want to 

Bed & ‘Board’
Community group website pitches 
sex toy party, some not amused

learn more on how to better 
your sex life in these times 
of war and economic prob-
lems, that is your business,” 
Ramos posted.

But others saw a profit 
behind this professed gen-
erosity.  

“I suspect the real issue 
at hand is using this forum 
of a means of free advertis-
ing,” said  Heather Letzkus, 
a local blogger. 

And some were even wary 
of what was being sold.

“It looked like a scam from 
a Nigerian bank,” said Teresa 
Toro, the listserv’s modera-
tor who did not to censor the 
post, preferring to keep her 
eyes wide shut to this par-
ticular controversy.

Only members can post 
on the CB1 club page, and 
the moderator must approve 
all members, limitations that 
Toro hopes will prevent her 
from having to play an ac-
tive role in curbing debate 
or discussion.

“Am I going to censor a 
Yahoo group? No, I really 
don’t want to do that,” said 
Toro. 

But without an active 
moderator, scams and other 
types of risky business might 
become more common.

“Pretty much every pop-
ular forum gets attacked by 
spammers,” said Richard 
Millington, an online com-
munity consultant whose 
clients include top-shelf 
names such as the United 
Nations. 

“If the community is prop-
erly managed, this shouldn’t 
be a problem,” he added.

Even smaller, 
private online 
com mu n it ie s 
like a neighbor-
hood parent-
ing forum can 
quickly become 
R-rated.

“I had some-
one post that 
they were look-

Levin (D–Greenpoint) as un-
usual and “totally crazy.”

“I’ve never heard of any-
thing like this before,” said 
Levin. “Some of these fami-
lies have been living there for 
generations. Clearly some-
thing is amiss.”

Levin and Assemblyman 
Joe Lentol (D–Greenpoint) 
were set to host a town hall 
meeting with several city 

agencies on Wednesday in 
hopes of getting some an-
swers for homeowners.

“No one forewarned them 
about this problem,” said Len-
tol. “The city should have or-
ganized prior to the sending 
of these letters.”

A Design Department 
spokesman declined to com-
ment, saying the agency 
would respond at the pub-
lic meeting.

Continued from page 1

STOOP…

This is the kind of thing you can 
get at a Passion Party.

ing for another couple for 
‘soft swinging,’” said Susan 
Fox, the creator of the web-
site Park Slope Parents.

“And that wasn’t the most 
inappropriate thing … I had 
to start moderating because 
people were getting really 
nasty,” Fox said.

It’s unclear whether the 
CB 1 group page will ever 
deal with postings more sen-
sational than the pre-Val-
entine’s Day Passion Party 
come on from Ramos, who, 
like others who throw such 
events, is an “independent 
Passion Consultant” who gets 
commissions from any sex 
toy sales. 

Of course, public scandal 
is the best aphrodisiac — just 
ask Mark Sanford — and the 
Passion Party is still sched-
uled for Saturday. 

On the agenda for the eve-
ning, after the cursory dis-
cussion of the Broadway Tri-
angle rezoning, partygoers 
will attempt to map the dark 
continent of female sexuality 
(no word yet on whether Jack 
Hammer, Brooklyn director 
for the Department of Hous-
ing Preservation and Devel-
opment, will swing by).

As for other prospective 
guests, free-speech cham-
pion Toro said she probably 
won’t make it. 

“I’m not in the market for 
sex toys at the moment,” she 
said.

CB1 Passion Party (366 
Hewes St. between Third 
and Fourth streets in Wil-
liamsburg, no phone), Feb. 
5, 6 pm. RSVP to mysr00@
yahoo.com.

CALL TO ADVERTISE: (718) 260-4503
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Brooklyn College
Professional Advancement and Continuing Education

You
have a purpose.

We
have a program.

TESOL
English Language Learning
Non-Profit Management
HR certificate programs
Test preparation
Academic skills

College prep
Certificate programs
Health care careers
Legal careers
Computer technology

Brooklyn College Professional Advancement and Continuing 
Education offers many programs for adults and young people across 
many interests — including vocational training, career advancement, 
academic and test preparation.

All classes are taught by highly qualified professionals on the beautiful 
Brooklyn College campus.

Come see what we can do for you by visiting us online at 
www.brooklyn.cuny.edu/pub/departments/pace.

Peripheral arterial disease (PAD) is a form 
of arteriosclerosis – a thickening or 

hardening of arterial walls, interfering with 
blood circulation – that affects the arteries 
of the legs, thighs and pelvis. As these ar-
teries narrow or become blocked, the lack 
of blood causes pain in the muscles. If left 
untreated, PAD can lead to serious prob-
lems, including skin ulcers and, in some 
cases, gangrene.

The symptoms that indicate PAD are fre-
quently overlooked or ignored. They include 
muscle pain and cramping or tiredness in the 
calf or leg when walking. Many people with 
PAD assume that the pain is being caused by 
arthritis, a pulled muscle or even old age be-
cause it subsides when they stop walking.

Peripheral arterial disease may affect as 
many as 8 million Americans. Because it has 
mild or no symptoms, except in later stages, 
it is important to see a doctor for a proper 
diagnosis. When diagnosing PAD, a physi-
cian will take several factors into account, 
including a decreased or absent pulse in one 
leg or lower systolic blood pressure measure-
ments taken at the ankle, when compared 
with those taken above the heart. In more 
severe cases, skin discoloration may be pres-
ent and, eventually ulcers form on the leg, 
foot and toes, due to a lack of blood flow.

The risk factors for developing PAD are 
similar to those for developing heart dis-
ease: high blood pressure, high blood cho-
lesterol, smoking and diabetes. Clogged 
arteries in the legs often signal narrowed 
arteries elsewhere in the body. It is not 
surprising that one half of patients with 
peripheral artery disease also have sympto-

matic heart disease. 
The most effective treatment for PAD is 

regular physical activity. Following a pro-
gram consisting of a 30 to 45 minute walk 
each day, five times each week, will result 
in improvement in 80 percent of cases in a 
three month period. Exercise and a healthy 
diet are also helpful, and smokers with PAD 
must quit as they have a much higher inci-
dence of gangrene leading to amputation. 
Most patients are also given antiplatelet or 
blood-thinning drugs to reduce the risk of 
stroke or heart attack.

For more severe cases, drugs are available 
for treatment. Several drugs claim to allow 
patients with PAD to walk greater distances 
without pain. They are able to increase 
blood flow through the arteries, prevent 
platelets from congealing and utilize en-
zymes more efficiently.

Angioplasty and bypass surgery are also 
treatment options. Balloon angioplasty is 
successful only when treating the larger 
arteries of the leg. The balloon is inserted 
into the artery via a long catheter and then 
inflated, dilating the artery and increasing 
blood flow. Bypass surgery is similar to a 
coronary artery bypass procedure, which 
is performed on the arteries of the heart. 
A clogged section of leg artery can be by-
passed with a piece of vein to redirect blood 
flow around the blockage.

Peripheral artery disease is a treatable 
condition But it is important to listen to what 
your body is trying to tell you. If you suffer 
from pain in your legs, see a doctor. Too 
many people are missing a diagnosis that is 
possible to rectify when caught in time.

By Terrence Sacchi, M.D., Chief of Cardiology, New York Methodist Hospital

Park Slope.
FAMILY DENTISTRY

245 Fifth Avenue  (between Carroll & Garfield)

©

 Financing Available
 Insurance Plans Welcomed

Dr. Andrew Warshaw
Dr. Sari Rosenwein
Dr. Doug Pollack (Bd. Cert.)     
  Pediatric Dentistry

Hours by Appointment
Sat. & Eve. Available

789-5700

Free Consultation
24 Hour Phone Service

www.ParkSlopeFamilyDentistry.com

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 

Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

DENTISTSDENTISTS

HEALTH, 
MIND & BODY

“This will absolutely ex-
clude people who can’t afford 
to pay the fees,” said Paul 
Campbell, the director of the 
indoor tennis center, which is 
operated by the Prospect Park 
Alliance and is not hiking its 
hourly $34–$74 fees during 
the indoor season. 

It is not just tennis players 
that are being pinched. The 
proposal also calls for:

• Fees at recreation cen-
ters to jump from $75 to $150 
a year at facilities with in-
door pools; from $50 to 
$100 at centers without a 
pool; and from $10 to $25 
for seniors. 

• Baseball field fees, whose 
rates vary, will increase by 
60 percent.

• Basketball court fees will 
increase from about $5 an 
hour to $8.

In total, the hikes could 
generate up to $4 million a 
year. Last year, tennis fees, 
last raised in 2003, brought 
$1.8 million to city coffers, 
Parks said.

The city said it put out no-
tice of the increase a month 
ago, and would be review-
ing the comments made at 
a single, unpublicized pub-
lic hearing held last Tues-
day on the far west side of 
Manhattan.

But critics said the notice 
was about as loud the crowd 
during a match point at Wim-
bledon.

“We got no warning,” said 
Windsor Terrace resident 
Amelia Costigan, who mod-
erates a news group called 
Kensington Windsor Terrace 
Neighbors. “This is a regres-
sive tax on the middle class 
and working people.”

If approved, tennis fees 
would increase in April, 
membership fees would 
increase July 1, and field 
use fees no earlier than fall 
2011.

Tennis advocates said 
they are facing dispropor-
tionately higher costs per 
hour than other sports, not-
ing that with team sports, the 
cost is less since more play-
ers absorb it.

“Someone in city govern-
ment has decided that rich 
people are playing tennis, so 
we’ll just charge them way 
more,” said Sean Hoess, who 
runs a tennis group in McCa-
rren Park, where courts were 
so shoddy that group mem-
bers  renovated them them-
selves last year . “The city is 
gouging us.”

Not so, claims Parks.
“Ballfield users actu-

ally pay far more than ten-
nis users over the course of 
the year,” according to Parks 
spokesman Phil Abramson, 
who said baseball and soft-
ball leagues pay by the hour 
and shell out “tens of thou-
sands of dollars” over the 
course of the year, which 
is a third of the tennis sea-
son, which runs from April 
to November.

“There is no comparable 
tennis permit for ballfields,” 
he said.

And regarding the con-
ditions of Brooklyn tennis 
courts, Parks spokewoman 
Vickie Karp added, “We do 
our best to maintain them in 
and keep them in shape at 
all times. We are always 
open to hearing from any-
one through 311 about a con-
dition we may not already be 
addressing.”

ing picture would make him 
look like the president, and 
Michelle and Barack Obama 
appear to be visiting him.

“The president and First 
Lady smiled as I respec-
tively told them, ‘You have 
inspired us to build a pro-
gressive Brooklyn Demo-
cratic Party and to dismantle 
the Brooklyn Machine once 
and for all!’ ” he said.

Restler also described 
the cherry cobbler as “ridic-
ulous” (well, if you’re not go-
ing to get good cobbler at the 

White House, where are you 
going to get it?). 

Before they returned for 
Brooklyn, Baker took mul-
tiple pictures of Restler next 
to Abraham Lincoln memo-
rabilia in the White House’s 
East Room.

“We wanted pictures be-
cause his name is Lincoln,” 
said Baker. “But I don’t think 
Lincoln has presidential am-
bitions.”

But he might want to save 
those pictures in case he does. 
Just like Bill Clinton did.

Continued from page 1

TENNIS…

Continued from page 1

RESTLER...

By Gary Buiso
The Brooklyn Paper

The state agency behind 
the controversial Atlantic 
Yards mega-project and the 
Brooklyn Bridge Park water-
front development now has a 
Brooklynite at the helm.

On Wednesday, Gov. 
Cuomo tapped former Brook-
lyn Chamber of Commerce 
President Kenneth Adams — 
a Cobble Hill native — to 
run the Empire State Devel-
opment Agency, the state’s 
quasi-independent economic 
engine.

Adams is currently the 
head of the Business Coun-
cil of New York State, a 
2,500-member pro-busi-
ness lobbying group that 
pushes for less regulation 
and lower taxes. In his four 
years at the helm, the coun-
cil became more politically 
active, making the first en-
dorsement in its history last 
fall — Andrew Cuomo for 
governor.

This week, Cuomo re-
turned the kind words, call-
ing Adams the “right person 
at the right time” to “change 
the state’s business climate 
to attract and maintain cut-
ting-edge companies.”

Carl Hum, Adams’s suc-
cessor at the Brooklyn Cham-
ber of Commerce, cheered 
the news as good for Brook-
lyn.

“The perfect candidate for 
the job has an understand-
ing of upstate and downstate 

Brooklynite Ken Adams — to 
run state economic agency

mo’s plan to create 10 re-
gional councils that will 
constitute the newly orga-
nized agency. 

The agency’s mission is to 
drive job growth and strate-
gic investment through an ar-
ray of programs, including a 
$50-million small business 
loan fund and a $250-mil-
lion jobs program. It also of-
fers financial incentives to 
companies to set up shop in 
the state.

Adams’s responsibilities 
are statewide, but local offi-
cials are already calling for 
him to focus on Brooklyn.

“I’m confident that Ken 
will address the high rate of 
unemployment in Central 
Brooklyn, the lack of pro-
curement for minority and 
women owned businesses in 
the state of New York, as well 
as the impact of the recession 
on all small businesses,” said 
Councilwoman Letitia James 
(D-Fort Greene).

“These are austere times, 
and the question is, can he 
be all things to all people in 
Brooklyn?” she added.

Adams did not return a re-
quest for comment in time for 
our online deadline.

issues, and he understands 
both,” Hum said.

Those who remember 
Adams, whether as a teen-
ager in Cobble Hill or dur-
ing his successful tenure at 
the Chamber of Commerce 
from 1996-2005, were awash 
with pride.

“He’s been a dedicated 
public servant his entire life,” 
said Roy Sloane, the presi-
dent of the Cobble Hill As-
sociation, a civic group Ad-
ams once helmed. 

Adams’s reputation as a 
bridge-builder could help put 
a positive face on the Em-
pire State Development Cor-
poration, which has drawn 
fire  for rubber-stamping the 
Atlantic Yards project , and 

for  approving housing inside 
Brooklyn Bridge Park .

The agency finances and 
operates state projects by 
issuing tax-exempt bonds 
— and often avoids the city’s 
usual public review process 
for its projects.

“The Empire State Devel-
opment Corporation was used 
in Brooklyn Bridge Park and 
the Atlantic Yards to skirt 
all public scrutiny and evade 
community input,” Sloane 
charged. 

But that doesn’t mean he’s 
not willing to give Adams — 
a Brooklyn Friends graduate, 
after all — a chance.

“Do I have issues with 
the Empire State develop-
ment Corporation? Yes. Do 
I have issues with Ken Ad-
ams? No,” he stated.

Atlantic Yards opponents 
are cautiously optimistic.

“For those of us with 
huge concerns about Atlan-
tic Yards, I would hope Ken 
brings a new era of transpar-
ency and the seeking of com-
munity input on projects the 
development corporation has 
in its portfolio,” said Eric Mc-
Clure, campaign coordina-
tor of Park Slope Neighbors, 
a grassroots group. 

The appointment is part 
of a decision to cleave the 
functions of the CEO and the 
chairman, posts previously 
held by Dennis Mullen, the 
former Birds Eye Food CEO, 
whom Adams succeeds. 

Adams will oversee Cuo-

Way back in 1996, Ken 
Adams visited our news-
room in a run for office.



The Heights Players’ upcoming rendition of 
“Frost/Nixon” reminds us how lame modern 
TV interviews are compared to the 1977 face-
off between the disgraced former president and 
the enterprising British 
talk-show host.

Where Matt Lauer’s 
sit-down with George 
Bush revealed only that 
W. was offended that 
Kanye West once called 
him a racist, Frost’s “get” 
of Nixon revealed major 
insights into Watergate 
and the former president’s personality.

The play, which was a Broadway hit in 2007 
and then an Oscar-nominated film, mixes the 
historical account of the interview, with fic-
tional scenes. 

One of the reasons that The Heights Players 
narrative works so well is Jason Hewitt, the ac-
tor playing Nixon. Like Frank Langella in previ-
ous versions, Hewitt doesn’t attempt a dead-on 
impression of the paranoid prez, but still man-
ages to channel his brash personality.

“His facial features and expression even re-
semble Nixon’s,” said director Steve Velardi.

“Frost/Nixon” at the Heights Players [26 
Willow Pl. between State and Joralemon 
streets in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 237-2752], 
Feb. 4-20. Performances are Fridays and Sat-
urdays at 8 pm and Sundays at 2 pm. Tickets 
$15. For info, visit www.heightsplayers.org.

— Alex Rush
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Are you ready for some gender politics?
A new play from Williamsburg’s Half Strad-

dle Theater Company celebrates high school 
football, except that the players who punt, pass 
and kick just happen to 
be girls.

Playwright Tina Sat-
ter got “obsessed” with 
“Friday Night Lights” 
and was inspired to 
write “In the Pony Pal-
ace/Football,” begin-
ning at the Bushwick 
Starr on Feb. 8. 

On one level, it’s 
about slyly subverting 
gender norms by reclaiming the most Ameri-
can — and masculine — of sports. But it’s also 
about team spirit, camaraderie and the teenage 
politics of high school.

“It’s almost a weird idealization, like, let’s 
not even deal with boys,” said Satter. “It’s just 
girls and they get to rule.”

“In the Pony Palace/Football” at the Bush-
wick Starr (207 Starr St. between Irving and 
Wyckoff avenues in Bushwick, no phone), 
Feb. 8-26. Tickets $18. For info, visit www.
thebushwickstarr.org. — Meredith Deliso

Love stinks!
Ball girls
T H E AT E R

Crook win
T H E AT E R

278 FIFTH AVENUE, BROOKLYN
718.369.9527

718-312-8341
168 7th St & 3rd Ave

macsupportstore.com
support@macsupportstore.com
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I hear our manicotti  
is an aphrodisiac ...  

just sayin’...
NOW ACCEPTING RESERVATIONS  

FOR VALENTINE’S DAY

Thanks to Susan Sarandon, there are many 
great, iconic moments in the film lexicon: her 
sporting vintage sunglasses behind the wheel of 
that fated blue Thunderbird convertible in “Thelma 

and Louise”; her mem-
orable speech about the 
“church of baseball” in 
“Bull Durham”; even 
her half-naked singing 
in “The Rocky Horror 
Picture Show.”

This month, the 
Brooklyn Academy of 
Music attempts to en-
capsulate a varied ca-
reer that’s spanned mu-
sicals, comedy, drama, 

suspense, and more drama, with a 13-film ret-
rospective from Feb. 10 to 13.

“Susan is such a great actress, she’s so ap-
pealing and has so much depth, and her ca-
reer is so multifaceted,” said BAM president 
Karen Brooks Hopkins. 

Indeed, the films present a mix of some of her 
best-known works, such as “Dead Man Walk-
ing” (for which she won the Academy Award),  
plus lesser-known pieces such as “Twilight” (not 
the vampire movie). Even films that missed the 
mark, including “The Hunger” and “Rocky Hor-
ror Picture Show,” will make an appearance.

Imagine that, “Rocky Horror” at BAM.
“The Susan Sarandon Picture Show” at 

the Brooklyn Academy of Music [30 Lafayette 
Ave. at Ashland Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4100], Feb. 10-13 with a Q&A with Sara-
ndon on Feb. 13. Tickets $7-$15. For info, visit 
www.bam.org. — Meredith Deliso

Love Susan

By Michelle Manetti
for The Brooklyn Paper

W hoever said that one is the 
loneliest number obviously 
never celebrated Valen-

tine’s Day in Brooklyn.
This year, there are plenty of 

quirky events honoring the sin-
gles, cynics, drinkers and the re-
cently dumped — so you can go 
out with confidence in your sin-
glehood this Feb. 14. And who 
knows, maybe you’ll find some-
one to go home with, too.

For cynical singles
When the people behind “The 

Love Show” say “Go F—k Your-
self,” they mean that in the best 
way possible. The dance cabaret, 
which brings comedy, dancing and 
burlesque to Public Assembly on 
Feb. 7, is just an early reminder that 
being single means not having to 
feel guilty about drinking exces-
sively while watching sexy men 
and women strut their stuff.

“It’s going to be a rowdy, fun 
and charming good time,” said 
Love Show organizer Rachael Ma. 
“We’ll be doing different types of 
comical dance numbers about all 
different types of love.” 

Single but not completely cynical yet? 
Then head to the Black Rabbit in Green-
point this Valentine’s Day for its “Smiths 
Speed Dating,” where the first 20 guys 
and gals to sign-up will get a chance to 
meet their potential love.

“Our Valentine’s Day is hip,” said bar-
tender Dennis Delaney. “Can you imagine 
speed-dating while listening to the most 
depressing music of The Smiths? It’s re-
ally fun and ironic.”

The Love Show’s “Go F—k Yourself” 
at Public Assembly [70 N. Sixth St. be-
tween Wythe and Kent avenues in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 384-4586], Feb. 7 at 
9 pm. Tickets $10. For info, visit www.

publicassemblynyc.com; “Smiths Speed 
Dating” at Black Rabbit [91 Greenpoint 
Ave. between Manhattan Avenue and 
Franklin Street in Greenpoint, (718) 349-
1595], Feb. 14 at 8 pm. Free. For info, 
visit  www.blackrabbitbarnyc.com. 

For the recently rejected
So you’ve been spurned. Laugh at oth-

ers who have been rejected worse than 
you at the Bell House this Valentine’s 
day with the “Rejection Show,” featur-
ing writers, comedians, cartoonists and 
artists who will share their failures in busi-
ness and love all to make you feel better 
about yourself.

“It’s a supportive show,” said host Jon 
Friedman. “It’s a laid-back party atmo-
sphere, plus there is live music, we have 
a lot of fun.” 

Indeed, afterwards, The Defibrila-
tors will rock out love songs from the 
1980s. 

“Rejection Show” at The Bell House 
[149 Seventh Street and Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643-6510], Feb. 14 at 7 
pm. Tickets $10 in advance, $12 at door. 
For info, visit www.thebellhouseny.com. 

For the recently dumped
If after a bad breakup, all you feel like 

doing is singing Meat Loaf’s “I Do Any-

thing For Love,” you’d find your-
self in good company at Union 
Hall this Valentine’s Day for “Love 
Bites: The Power Ballads Sing-

along.” 
It will be a night of 
belting out your heart-

ache to hits from the 
1980s and ’90s, in-
cluding songs from 

Journey, Bryan Adams, 
Poison, Aerosmith and 

Seal. There will also be a 
contest for the worst breakup 

story, so you may actually end up 
feeling like a winner.

And if you’re recently dumped, 
it’s time to start thinking about 
your needs. So treat yourself to the 
“Steamy Valentine Night” party at 
Brooklyn Bayna, where you can 
enjoy steam rooms, Jacuzzis and 
a cold plunge pool all designed to 
ease your pain. There is also a pool-
side dance floor, hookah lounge, 
and rooftop smoking deck. 

“This is a fantastic place to go 
on Valentine’s Day that isn’t de-
pressing and is just fun,” said Lar-
isa Fuchs of Gemini and Scorpio, 
the event’s organizer. “It’s so com-
fortable for singles and everyone 
is exceptionally friendly.”

The best part may be an hour 
open vodka-bar, free pierogi and a per-
formance by The Hungry March Band. 
Because nothing lifts the spirits quite 
like a street brass marching band play-
ing “Push It.”

“Love Bites: The Power Ballads Sin-
galong” at Union Hall [702 Union St. 
near Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638-4400], Feb. 14 at 10 pm. Tickets 
$5. For info, visit hwww.unionhallny.
com; Steamy Valentine’s Night at 
Brooklyn Bayna [602 Coney Island 
Ave. between Beverley Road and Av-
enue C in Kensington, (718) 853-1300], 
Feb. 14 at 7 pm. Tickets $45. For info, 
visit www.geminiandscorpio.com. 

By Meredith Deliso
The Brooklyn Paper

I f you want to do it right, we’ve got you cov-
ered for where to head this Feb. 14 to im-
press your better half.

♥ Melt
This dating destination is a natural choice for 

a romantic meal for two in general, making it an 
obvious choice this Valentine’s Day.

“We have a bit of a reputation as a date place,” 
said Joshua Gibson, manager for the Park Slope 
restaurant. “Our décor is sleek and modern, and 
there’s nice, dim, romantic lighting.”

As for food, chef Muguette Siem A Sjoe has 
fittingly prepared a four-course prix fix featur-
ing a variety of natural aphrodisiacs, including 
bacon-wrapped scallops for an appetizer, lobster 
bisque for the second course, and seared salmon 
for the main course. Pair each course with wine 
for extra, and you’ll be all set.

Melt [440 Bergen St. near Fifth Avenue in 

Park Slope, (718) 230-5925], seatings from 5:30-
10 pm on Feb. 14. $50 prix fixe. 

♥ Char No. 4 
There’s something special in the water at this 

Cobble Hill whiskey bar and restaurant.
“Many people have had successful first dates 

here, and have even gone on to be married. 
There’s obviously something magical happening 
here that makes love connections,” said Char 
No. 4 co-owner Sean Josephs.

Maybe it’s just the whiskey.
In any event, this Valentine’s Day feast on 

the restaurant’s special menu, featuring all new 
bourbon and whiskey-infused dishes, including 
a smoked beef cheek tortellini for an appetizer, a 
maple glazed duck breast for an entree, and a spiced 
pear cake for dessert, among other options. For 
an additional $25, add a whiskey pairing to your 
meal, and maybe that magic will happen.

Char No. 4 [196 Smith St. between Warren 
and Baltic streets in Cobble Hill, (718) 643-
2106]. Valentine’s Day menu $60. 

♥ Fatty ’Cue
It’s all about sharing this Valentine’s Day at 

Fatty ’Cue, as the Williamsburg restaurant’s 
$69 special menu meant for two.

The three-course special includes an amuse 

bouche; a cocktail to share with two straws; a 
choice of smoked catfish nam prik with vegeta-
bles or thinly sliced smoked pork loin with a herb 
salad; the ’Cue Surf and Turf for two, which in-
cludes smoked prime rib and smoked chilli lob-
ster; and a fresh pie for dessert that features the 
famed Fatty Bar, a hand-made chocolate bar that 
comes in either the slightly spicy or crunchy ver-
sion. Now, just remember to share.

Fatty ’Cue [91 S. Sixth St. between Bedford 
Avenue and Berry Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
599-3090]. $69 for two. 

♥ Marco Polo 
If you want to spend the weekend in Venice 

without the airfare, head to Marco Polo Ris-
torante in Carroll Gardens for an old-school 
Italian dining experience. 

From Feb. 12 to 14, staff will dress up as 
gondoliere during your candle-lit meal. The 
special menu features a variety of antipasta, 
salad, pasta and seafood entrees ranging from 
$9.95 to $18.95, including a risotto with shrimp 
and a homemade ravioli stuffed with veal and 
spinach that will rival anything you’ve had in 
the mother country. 

Marco Polo Ristorante [345 Court St. be-
tween Court and Union streets in Carroll Gar-
dens, (718) 852-5015].  — with Vera Zukelman

Love bites

Red menace: Valentine’s Day doesn’t have to be just for couples. On Feb. 7, the Love 
Show presents a pre-Valentine’s Day cabaret called “Go F– Yourself,” featuring dance, bur-
lesque, song, comedy magic, and the message to, above all else, love yourself. How nice.
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A Valentine’s Day guide for people  who hate Valentine’s Day

A couple of spoons: Samantha Katz 
and Samuel Cantor share some soup 
at Melt in Park Slope, which will be 
jumping on Valentine’s Day.
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Bay Ridge, (718) 836-3103], www.
bayridgejewishcenter.org.

MUSIC, CLASSICAL CONCERT: Selec-
tions by Schumann, Dvorak Piano 
featuring Voxare Quartet. $40 ($35 
senior, $15 student). 8 pm. Barge-
music [Fulton Ferry Landing, Old 
Fulton Street and Furman Street 
in DUMBO, (718) 624-2083], www.
bargemusic.org. 

MUSIC, MARTHA REDBONE: Free. 
9 pm. BAMCafe [30 Lafayette Ave. 
bet. Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 636-
4100], www.bam.org.

SALES AND MARKETS
ARTISTS AND FLEAS: 8 am–4 pm. [70 

N. Seventh St. between Wythe and 
Kent avenues in Williamsburg, (917) 
301-5765], artistsandfl eas.com.  

PARK SLOPE GREENMARKET: Brook-
lyn’s answer to Union Square. 9 
am–4 pm. Grand Army Plaza [Union 
Street at Flatbush Avenue in Park 
Slope, (212) 788-7900], cenyc.org. 

BROOKLYN FLEA: 100 vendors on 
three fl oors. 10am–6pm. Skylight 
One Hanson [1 Hanson Pl. at Flat-
bush Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 
230-0400], www.brooklynfl ea.com. 

BROOKLYN INDIE MARKET: Collec-
tive of fashion and product design-
ers. 11 am–7 pm. [Smith and Union 
streets in Carroll Gardens, (718) 310-
7635], brooklynindiemarket.com. 

OTHER
DANCE, KIDS PERFORMANCES: 

Hosted by Dancewave. $20 ($15 
students with valid id; $12 kids under 
12). 3 pm. Kumble Theater at Long 
Island University [DeKalb and Flat-
bush avenues in Downtown, (718) 
522-4696], www.dancewave.org.

FILM, BLACK CINEMA FESTIVAL: “I 
Will Follow” and “Coming Back for 
More.” $12. 6:50–9:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Academy of Music [30 Lafayette Ave. 
near St. Felix Street in Fort Greene, 
(718) 636-4100], www.bam.org. 

DANCE, “REGARDING ESSENTIAL 
BODIES”: 8 pm. See Friday, Feb. 4. 

SUN, FEB. 6
Super Bowl Sunday

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “FROST/NIXON”: 2 pm. 

See Friday, Feb. 4. 

FRI, FEB. 4
READING, “GREAT PHILOSOPHERS 

WHO FAILED AT LOVE”: A discus-
sion with Andrew Shaffer, Simon 
Van Booy and Todd Colby. Free. 7 
pm. BookCourt [163 Court St. be-
tween Pacifi c and Dean streets in 
Cobble Hill, (718) 875-3677], www.
bookcourt.org. 

THEATER, “JOHN GABRIEL BORK-
MAN”: Updated version of Henrik 
Ibsen’s classic by Frank McGuin-
ness. $25 ($35 Sat. night and Sun. 
matinees). 7:30 pm. BAM Harvey 
Theater [651 Fulton St. at Rockwell 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 636-
4100], www.bam.org.

THEATER, “FROST/NIXON”: Peter 
Morgan’s play, based on the series of 
televised interviews between former 
President Nixon and David Frost. $15, 
$13 for seniors and children under 13. 
8 pm. Heights Players [26 Willow Pl. 
between Joralemon and State streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 237-2752], 
www.heightsplayers.org. 

TALK, LECTURE BY AN ISRAELI 
SOLDIER: Sgt. Benjamin Anthony 
speaks. Free. 8 pm. Park Slope 
Jewish Center [1420 Eighth Ave. at 
14th Street in Park Slope, (718) 765-
1453], www.psjc.org. 

MUSIC, CLASSICAL CONCERT: With 
the Israeli Chamber Project. $35 
($30 senior, $15 student). 8 pm. 
Bargemusic [Fulton Ferry Land-
ing, Old Fulton Street and Furman 
Street in DUMBO, (718) 624-2083], 
www.bargemusic.org. 

THEATER, “THE DROWSY CHAPER-
ONE”: Gallery Players perform the 
Tony-winning musical. $18, $14 (se-
niors and children under 12). 9 pm. 
Gallery Players [199 14th St., be-
tween Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Park Slope, (212) 352-3101], gallery-
players.com. 

MUSIC, CENTRAL BROOKLYN JAZZ 
ALL-STARS: Free. 9 pm. Brooklyn 
Academy of Music [30 Lafayette Ave. 
near St. Felix Street in Fort Greene, 
(718) 636-4100], www.bam.org. 

MUSIC, RICH MEDINA: $5. 11:55 pm. 
Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. be-
tween N. 11th and N. 12th streets 
in Williamsburg, (718) 963-3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com. 

SAT, FEB. 5

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “JOHN GABRIEL BORK-

MAN”: 2 pm and 7:30 pm. See 
Friday, Feb. 4.  

THEATER, “THE DROWSY CHAPER-
ONE”: 8 pm. See Friday, Feb. 4. 

MUSIC, THE SHONDES: With Babe 
the Blue Ox and Scarce. $8. 8 pm. 
Rock Shop [249 Fourth Ave. be-
tween Carroll and President streets 
in Park Slope, (718) 230-5740], 
www.therockshopny.com. 

THEATER, “FROST/NIXON”: 8 pm. 
See Friday, Feb. 4. .

THEATER, “THE GINGERBREAD 
LADY”: Ridge Repertory Company 
presents Neil Simon’s comedy. $18. 
8 pm. Bay Ridge Jewish Center 
[8025 Fourth Ave. at 81st Street in 

THEATER, “JOHN GABRIEL BORK-
MAN”: 3 pm. See Friday, Feb. 4. 

THEATER, “THE DROWSY CHAPER-
ONE”: 3 pm. See Friday, Feb. 4. 

THEATER, “THE GINGERBREAD 
LADY”: 3 pm. See Saturday, Feb. 5. 

MUSIC, CLASSICAL CONCERT: 3 pm. 
See Saturday, Feb. 5. 

MUSIC, STEPHANE WREMBEL: Mixes 
up the traditional Django repertoire 
along gypsy swing re-interpreta-
tions of standards. 9 pm. Barbes 
[376 Ninth St. at Sixth Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 965-9177], www.
barbesbrooklyn.com. 

SALES AND MARKETS
ARTISTS AND FLEAS: 8 am–6 pm. 

See Saturday, Feb. 5. 
BROOKLYN FLEA: 10 am–6 pm. See 

Saturday, Feb. 5. 
BROOKLYN INDIE MARKET: 11 am–6 

pm. See Saturday, Feb. 5. 

OTHER
READING, JOHN BEMELMANS 

MARCIANO: Author of “Madeline 
at the White House.” Free. 11 am. 
BookCourt [163 Court St. between 
Pacifi c and Dean streets in Cobble 
Hill, (718) 875-3677], www.book-
court.org. 

DANCE, KIDS PERFORMANCES: 3 
pm. See Saturday, Feb. 5. 

FILM, BLACK CINEMA FESTIVAL: 
“Coming Back for More” and 
“Black August.” $12. 6:50–9:15 pm. 
Brooklyn Academy of Music [30 
Lafayette Ave. near St. Felix Street 
in Fort Greene, (718) 636-4100], 
www.bam.org. 

COMEDY, “PRETTY GOOD FRIENDS”: 
Hosted by Eugene Mirman. $7. 7:30 
pm. Union Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 638-
4400], www.unionhallny.com. 

MON, FEB. 7
MUSIC, BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

CONCERT: Featuring Gregory 
Sheppard and Byron Sean. Free. 
12:30 pm. St. Francis College [180 
Remsen St., between Court and 
Clinton streets in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 489-5200]. 

FILM, BLACK CINEMA FESTIVAL: 
“Night Catches Us,” “Money Mat-
ters,” and “SUS.” $12. 4:30–9:30 
pm. Brooklyn Academy of Music [30 
Lafayette Ave. near St. Felix Street 
in Fort Greene, (718) 636-4100], 
www.bam.org. 

TALK, “IS THE NEW YORK TIMES 
GOOD FOR DEMOCRACY?”: Led 
by Michael Tomasky and William 
McGowan. RSVP required. Free. 
5–8 pm. St. Francis College [180 
Remsen St., between Court and 
Clinton streets in Brooklyn Heights, 

WHERE TO
SATURDAY
February 5

Hank talk
Hank Willis Thomas is 
prepared for some 
candid talk during the 
“Black History 
Month” program at 
the Brooklyn 
Museum. Thomas’s 
exhibit, “Un branded,” 
features advertise-
ments from 1968 to 
2008 — and a frank 
chat about how 
blacks have been por-
trayed in the media. 
Alcohol and jazz will 
be available to take 
the edge off. 

5 pm. Celebrating Black 
History Month at the 
Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Wash-
ington Avenue in Pros pect 
Heights, (718) 638-5000]. 
Free. For info, visit www.
brooklyn museum.org. 

SUNDAY
February 6

On Bayway
The Regina Opera 
Company trades 
Wagner for Webber 
at its regular “Salute 
to Broadway” con-
cert featuring two 
dozen selections of 
Broadway and popu-
lar tunes from clas-
sics as “Showboat,” 
“South Pacific,” “My 
Fair Lady,” “West 
Side Story,” and con-
temporary shows like 
“Les Miserables” 
“Jekyll and Hyde,” 
and “Evita.”

3 pm. “Salute to Broad-
way” at Regina Hall [1210 
65th St. at 12th Avenue 
in Bay Ridge, (718) 259-
2772]. Tickets are $12 ($5 
for teens, free for chil-
dren). For info, visit www.
reginaopera.org/

MONDAY
February 8

Dead head
…And You Will 
Know Us by the Trail 
of Dead want to 
make your Monday a 
little more scary with 
a release party for 
its seventh album, 
“Tao of Dead.” The 
show at Littlefield 
will make you feel 
like you’ve just 
entered the kingdom 
of Hell — which is 
just how Conrad 
Keely likes it. 

8:30 pm. …And You Will 
Know Us by the Trail of 
Dead at Littlefield [622 
Degraw St. between 
Third and Fourth avenues 
in Gowanus, (718) 855-
3388]. Tickets are $12. 
For info, visit www.
trailofdead.com. 

THURSDAY
February 10

Sexy Seuss
Finally, someone took 
the great stories of 
Dr. Seuss — and 
added in the bump 
and grind. Storybook 
Burlesque has taken 
sacred texts (the 
Bible, anyone?) and 
made them sexy, so it 
only seems natural to 
merge the Cat in the 
Hat and tight, Span-
dex. This show could 
ruin your childhood 
memories — but 
spawn plenty of adult 
fantasies.

8 pm. “Storybook Bur-
lesque” at Galapagos Art 
Space [16 Main St. at 
Water Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 222-8500]. Tickets 
are $15. For info, visit 
www.storybook-
burlesque.com.

FRIDAY
February 11

See red
Sure, Borough Presi-
dent Markowitz was 
recently mocked on 
a new blog called 
“Marty Markowitz 
Eating,” but you 
know what? There’s 
no one better to 
officiate the annual 
red velvet cake 
bake-off than the 
Beep. And best of all 
— after the judging, 
you get to make 
your own detailed 
assessments. Marty 
would be proud. 

Noon. Red Velvet Cake 
contest at the Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 
Pierrepont St. at Clinton 
Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222-4111], 
Free. For info, visit www.
nycreates.org.

EDITORS’ PICKS

See 9 DAYS on page 8

MON, FEB. 7
Community Board 6 Executive 
Committee. 6:30 pm. Cobble Hill 
Community Meeting Room [250 
Baltic St. between Court and 
Clinton streets in Cobble Hill, (718) 
643-3027], www.brooklyncb6.org. 

TUES, FEB. 8
Community Board 1. Combined 
public hearing and full board meet-
ing. 6:30 pm. Swinging 60’s Senior 
Center [211 Ainslie St. at Manhat-

tan Avenue in Williamsburg, (718) 
389-0009], www.cb1brooklyn.org. 

WED, FEB. 9
Community Board 2. Monthly full 
board meeting. 6:30 pm. Polytech 
University [5 Metrotech Center (Jay 
Street at Myrtle Avenue Prome-
nade in Downtown, (718) 596-5410. 
Community Board 6. Full board 
meeting. 6:30 pm. John Jay HS [237 
Seventh Ave. between Fourth and 
Fifth streets in Park Slope, (718) 643-
3027], www.brooklyncb6.org. 
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106 NORTH 6TH ST.
(Between Wythe Ave. & Berry St.)

718-218-7080

Hours: Mon-Fri: 12pm-Midnight; Sat: 11am-Midnight; Sun: 11am-11pm

PIZZA MARGHARITA and a BEER 
for $10 during

Packers vs. Steelers on February 6th

Excellent food. .. fantastic service ... good prices ... 
highly recommend! ~ Customer comment on Yelp “ ”

Watch the Big Game 
with us this Sunday!

121 Livingston Street

Open daily from 10:30–4 

MON: 2 for 1 All Night for Court Employees*
TUES: THURS: Karaoke Night

WED: LADIES NIGHT — Ladies drink 2 for 1

PRE ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARTY 
Thursday, February 17th

with the Mike McGovern Show Band 
(complete with bagpipes)

Don’t miss the Gallery Players’ uproarious production of “The 
Drowsy Chaperone,” a show-within-a-show that’s too fantastic to 
describe here. Check out our rave review at BrooklynPaper.com.
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ISLAND CHATEAUISLAND CHATEAU
www.IslandChateau.com

718.447.5882

In a atmosphere of gracious hospitality and  
impressive charm, the Island Chateau will meet every 

possible need for you and your guests on the most 
important day of your life.

One Affair at a Time
Minutes from Brooklyn ... right over the Verrazano

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

Hot & Cold Catering 
for All Occasions

Open 24 hours, 7 days a week

Montague Street

BAGELS

HOME OF THE BEST BAGELS IN TOWN

108 Montague Street
(between Hicks & Henry streets)

718-237-2512

To our valued customers:
Thank you for your patience during this transition 
period. We know it’s been a bit bumpy and we are 

working around the clock to give you the best possible 
service. Please contact us with any feedback, concerns or 

requests. Your input is extremely valuable to us — 
we promise to get back to you!

Contact Joe or Carolyn at nikkosav116@verizon.net
917-681-1447 (after 10 am)
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WOOD-BURNING 
OVEN PIZZA & 

ECLECTIC CUISINE

NEW IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD

Sunday–Thursday Special: FREE Margherita Pizzetta 
with any entree or appetizer

221 SMITH STREET

VALENTINE’S DAY SPECIAL
3 Course Prix-Fixe, $40 PER PERSON

Appetizer, entree, dessert & a FREE glass of Champagne

By Laura Gottesdiener
for The Brooklyn Paper

C offee drinkers of the world, 
unite — Soviet-style own-
ership is dead at Crop to 

Cup.
The cooperative coffee joint, 

which closed its Atlantic Av-
enue shop last year, reopened 
on Friday on Third Avenue 
in Gowanus — and this time 
around Marxism’s been jetti-
soned for good old American 
Capitalism and even better Bu-
rundi beans.

The café, formerly on At-
lantic Avenue between Clin-
ton and Henry streets in Brook-
lyn Heights, used to share their 
space with three other vendors. 
This collective style of owner-
ship was nice in theory, but in 
reality it meant there was no one 
boss to ensure a reliable sup-
ply of those   delicious aspara-
gus    sandwiches.  

Now Crop to Cup is the sole 
tenant at the Third Avenue lo-

cation, and will serve as a 
top-notch coffee shop and as 
a coffee college. 

The “campus” is still under 
construction, but co-owner 
Taylor Mork is installing a 
“coffee education station” 
for tastings and classes on 
coffee production.

To keep pace with its cur-
riculum, Crop to Cup has up-
graded its brewing, too.

Gone are the olden days of 
massive drip coffee makers. 
Crop to Cup now prepares its 
cups one at a time by pour-
ing hot water through state-
of-the-art, Japanese-designed 
porcelain cones.

“Single-cup brewing really 
highlights the flavor of our 
beans,” said Alexis Gross-
man, an employee.

Add to that chocolate, 
cranberry ginger, cheddar 
thyme or apple corn scones 
from Melissa and Emily Elsen 
at Four and Twenty Black-
birds down the street, and 
you’ve got a reason to cheer 
the fall of Soviet Union.

Crop to Cup Café [541 
Third Ave. between 13th 
and 14th streets in Gowanus, 
(347) 850-2707].

Crop to Cup to Gowanus

L ast year, my beautiful wife Abby 
and I visited her family in Is-
rael.

I was a little apprehensive at first, 
but after sampling the regional cuisine, 
I felt much more relaxed. All of the 
food I tasted was exceptional; but the 
one dish that stuck in my mind was my 
aunt-in-law’s braised chicken.

Every Thursday, Cohava would 
get up early and cook for the entire 
family (it is kind of like the Israeli 
version of my Italian Sunday din-
ner). She knew I’m a chef, and was 
honored that I wanted to get up so 
early to help her cook. One of the 
many dishes she and I made was this 
delicious braised chicken.

But before sharing it with you, I 
need to offer a few tips about brais-
ing chicken. I like to take the skin 
off so the braising liquid does not 
become greasy. Second, bring the 
chicken parts to a boil just for a sec-
ond just to remove any other impuri-
ties that you may have missed. Next, 
toast the dry spices — it will make 
them much more aromatic. Lastly, 
do it “slow and low.” No, that’s not 
the Beastie Boys’ song, but the tech-
nique for a perfect braise: slow cook-
ing at low temperature. The lower the 
flame and the longer you braise, the 
more juicy, tender, and flavorful the 
chicken will become.

‘Shalom’ to Israeli chicken
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Prime Time
By Joe Raiola

Israeli Braised 
Chicken
Makes 3-4 servings
2 2- to 3-pound chickens cut in 

eighths
3 tbs. olive oil
1 medium onion, large dice.
3 garlic cloves, minced
2 tbs. Fresh ginger root, 

minced
1-1/2 tbs. ground cumin
1 tbs. Spanish paprika
1 tbs. Whole black 

peppercorns
2 Bay leaves
3 tbs. Kosher salt
2 cups orange juice

Get about a gallon of water on 
the fire and bring it to a boil. Then 
pre-heat the oven at 325 F.

Rinse the chicken parts in cold 
water and peel off all the skin. Us-
ing a knife, scrape as much of the 
fat off as possible. Don’t worry 
if you don’t get it all off. Gently 
place the cleaned chicken in the 
pot of water (it’s OK if it is not 
boiling yet; just leave it in there 
just until it does come to a boil). 
Remove.

Place the chicken aside and let 
it dry. Reserve the liquid. Put the 
olive oil in a large sauté pan until 
it just about smokes. Then brown 
the chicken parts on both sides. 
Again, make sure that the chicken 
is dry if not it is going to splatter 
hot oil all over the place.

Place the chicken in a deep cas-
serole dish. Add the onions gar-
lic and ginger to the same sauté 
pan and sauté till golden brown. 
Add the dry ingredients and let 
them go for about a minute. Add 
the orange juice to the pan and 
let that simmer for about a min-
ute. Add the spice mixture over 
the chicken and add more of the 
chicken broth to just about cover 
the chicken. Put it in the oven un-
covered.

Slow and low, baby, that’s the 
trick. Braise it until the chicken 
is just about falling off the bone 
about three hours. Flip the chicken 
about every 45 minutes. This dish 
goes really well with Israeli cous-
cous. Nothing like a home cooked 
meal!

Joe Raiola is executive chef at 
Morton’s The Steakhouse [339 
Adams St. between Willoughby 
and Tillary streets in Downtown, 
(718) 596-2700].

Worth crossing the road for: Joe Raiola uses cumin in his 
braised chicken (and then he eats it up).
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7305 Third Avenue, Brooklyn
718.745.0222 
www.VesuvioBayRidge.com

PRIX-FIXE DINNER: $29.95
APPETIZERS

(Choice of One)

ENTREÉ
(Choice of One)

add $5

DESSERT
(Choice of One)

KIDS MENU: $15
APPETIZERS

ENTREÉ
(Choice of One)

DESSERT
(Choice of One)

Join us 12.31.2010 for a delicious 
$45 PRIX FIXE 4 COURSE MENU
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Amuse Bouche / Appetizer
DUET OF HOUSE-CURED FOIE GRAS

Served with toast points
ROASTED TOMATO & CORN JUMBO RAVIOLI

Fresh basil tomato sauce & shaved asiago cheese or
HEARTS OF PALM & BABY SPINACH SALAD

Ginger lime vinaigrette and spicy dried mango or
SOUP OF THE DAY

Les Plats / Main Course
ORGANIC CHICKEN POT PIE

Mixed green salad & house vinaigrette or 
MINT PESTO CRUSTED LAMB TOP ROUND

French beans, oil-cured olives & sauteed new potatoes, red wine sauce or
ROASTED COD FILET WRAPPED IN PROSCIUTTO (optional)

Flageolet beans & bok choy, whole grained mustard sauce or
MUSHROOM & PARMESAN REGGIANO CHEESE RISOTTO

Drizzled with truffl e oil

Dessert
OSKAR’S FLOURLESS CHOCOLATE CAKE
Warm fl ourless chocolate cake with vanilla ice cream or

UPSIDE DOWN PINEAPPLE CAKE
With coconut ice cream or

LAVENDER CREME BRULEE

Valentine’s Day
$38 Prix Fixe Menu

Valentine’s Day
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restaurant 
Bar & garden
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With a delicious 
$35 Prix Fixe menu

we wish all lovebirds, 
young & old, 
single birds, 
big & small 

a happy valentine
For more information:

www.chezlolabrooklyn.com

Crop to Cup employee Alexis Grossman shows off her handmade sign for 
the shop’s new location on Third Avenue in Gowanus.

WE NOW HAVE A FULL LIQUOR LICENCE

4 Star Review on Yelp!
www.Ozu78.com

Japanese Cuisine & Loung
e

Ozu is a restaurant and lounge 
serving Japanese & Asian fu-

sion cuisine. Located in historic 
Brooklyn Heights, Ozu has a mod-
ern Manhattan feel, with high ceil-
ings and wooden tiles. This appeal-
ing eatery is a regular choice for 
anyone looking for the best sushi in 
the city. Our expansive menu offers 
both cooked and raw items, and our 
excellent service makes the experi-
ence unforgettable. Sashimi is a spe-
cialty, but you’ll fi nd everything from 
our famous Yankee Sandwiches to 
the Salmon Lover Roll.

3 COURSES PLUS FREE GLASS OF WINE OR BEER
Please call for reservations!
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(646) 839-3377], www.
manhattan-institute.org/
events/mi. 

EVENT, SPELLING BEE: 
Hosted by comedian Jen 
Dziura. Winners get free 
booze. Free. 7 pm. Pete’s 
Candy Store [709 Lorimer 
St. at Richardson Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 302-
3770], www.petescandy-
store.com.

TUES, FEB. 8
FILM, “FAIR PLAY”: Docu-

mentary focusing on South 
Africa. Free. 6:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Public Library’s 
Central branch [Flatbush 
Avenue at Eastern Parkway 
in Grand Army Plaza in Park 
Slope, (718) 230-2100].

MUSIC, …AND YOU WILL 
KNOW US BY THE TRAIL 
OF DEAD: Record release 
party. $12. 8 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855-3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com.  

WED, FEB. 9
FILM, BLACK CINEMA FES-

TIVAL: “Heart of Stone” 
and “Chameleon Street,” 
plus shorts. $12. 4:30–9:30 
pm. Brooklyn Academy of 
Music [30 Lafayette Ave. 
near St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4100], 
www.bam.org. 

READING, TABOO OF THE 
BLACK EYED PEAS: Au-
thor of “Fallin’ Up.” Free. 7 
pm. PowerHouse Arena [37 
Main St. at Water Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 666-3049], 
www.powerhousearena.
com. 

WORKSHOP, URBAN BUSH 
WOMEN: Dance move-
ment class. $15 ($10 for stu-
dents). 7 pm. A.R.T. NY [138 
S. Oxford St. at Lafayette 
Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(718) 398-4537], www.ur-
banbushwomen.org. 

MUSIC, ROOTS & RUCKUS: 
Night of folk, old-time and 
blues music. 9 pm. Jalopy 
[315 Columbia St. between 
Hamilton Avenue and 
Woodhull Street in Colum-
bia Street Waterfront, (718) 
395-3214], www.jalopy.biz.  

THURS, FEB. 10 

FILM, “ROMANCE & CIGA-
RETTES”: As part of the 
13-fi lm retrospective “The 
Susan Sarandon Picture 
Show.” Followed by a Q&A 
with Susan Sarandon and 
John Turturro. $12 ($7 for 
members). 6:50 pm. Brook-
lyn Academy of Music [30 
Lafayette Ave. near St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4100], www.bam.org. 

TALK, AUTHOR TANYA 
WRIGHT: Author of “But-
terfl y Rising.” Free. 7 pm. 
Brooklyn Public Library’s 
Central branch [Flatbush 
Avenue at Eastern Parkway 
in Grand Army Plaza in Park 
Slope, (718) 230-2100]. 

FILM, “LIGHT SLEEPER”: 
As part of the 13-fi lm ret-
rospective “The Susan 
Sarandon Picture Show.” 
Followed by a Q&A 
with Sarandon and Paul 
Schrader. $12 ($7 for mem-

bers). 7:45 pm. Brooklyn 
Academy of Music [30 
Lafayette Ave. near St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4100], www.bam.org. 

THEATER, “THE DROWSY 
CHAPERONE”: 8 pm. See 
Friday, Feb. 4. 

THEATER, “IN THE PONY 
PALACE/FOOTBALL”: 
New play about a high 
school girls football team. 
$15. 8 pm. The Bushwick 
Starr (207 Starr St. between 
Wyckoff and Irving avenues 
in Bushwick), www.the-
bushwickstarr.org. 

FRI, FEB. 11
CRAFT FAIR: Handmade 

jewelry, clothing, pottery, 
soaps, sweets and other 
treats at the Valentine 
event. Free. 11:30 am–6 
pm. Brooklyn Historical So-
ciety [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222-4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

FILM, “JOE GOULD’S SE-
CRET”: As part of the 
13-fi lm retrospective “The 
Susan Sarandon Picture 
Show.” $12 ($7 for mem-
bers). 4:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Academy of Music [30 
Lafayette Ave. near St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4100], www.bam.org. 

FILM, “PRETTY BABY”: As 
part of the 13-fi lm ret-
rospective “The Susan 
Sarandon Picture Show.” 
$12 ($7 for members). 6:50 
pm. Brooklyn Academy of 
Music [30 Lafayette Ave. 
near St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4100], 
www.bam.org. 

THEATER, “THE DROWSY 
CHAPERONE”: 8 pm. See 
Friday, Feb. 4. 

THEATER, “FROST/NIXON”: 
8 pm. See Friday, Feb. 4. 

THEATER, “IN THE PONY 
PALACE/FOOTBALL”: 8 
pm. See Thursday, Feb. 10. 

MUSIC, CLASSICAL CON-
CERT: Selections by Mo-
zart, Schubert, with Olga 
Vinokur, piano. $35 ($30 
senior, $15 student). 8 
pm. Bargemusic [Fulton 
Ferry Landing, Old Fulton 
Street and Furman Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 624-2083], 
www.bargemusic.org.  

NERD NITE: Pre-Valentine’s 
Day presentations about 
adult virgins, false memo-
ries and “Forgotten Found-
ing Father” Thomas Paine. 
$10. 9 pm. Galapagos Art 
Space [16 Main St. at Water 
Street in DUMBO, (718) 
222-8500], www.galapa-
gosartspace.com. 

MUSIC, BLACK BROOK-

www.greenwoodcemetery.
org. 

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “THE DROWSY 

CHAPERONE”: 2 pm. See 
Friday, Feb. 4. 

MUSIC, REGGAE CONCERT: 
Gregory Isaacs performs. 
$36-$45 ($40-$48 at door). 
8 pm. Brooklyn Center 
for the Performing Arts at 
Brooklyn College [2900 
Campus Rd. at Hillel Place 
in Flatbush, (718) 951-
4500], www.brooklyncen-
teronline.org. 

THEATER, “FROST/NIXON”: 
8 pm. See Friday, Feb. 4. 

THEATER, “IN THE PONY 
PALACE/FOOTBALL”: 8 
pm. See Thursday, Feb. 10. 

MUSIC, CLASSICAL CON-
CERT: 8 pm. See Friday, 
Feb. 11. 

MUSIC, CLASSICAL 
CONCERT-VALENTINE 
WEEKEND CONCERT: 
Selections by Bach, Rossini, 
Schubert, with Salome 
Chamber Orchestra. $45. 
8 pm. Bargemusic [Fulton 
Ferry Landing, Old Fulton 
Street and Furman Street in 

DUMBO, (718) 624-2083], 
www.bargemusic.org. 

MUSIC, “BLACK BROOKLYN 
RENAISSANCE: The New 
Generation”: 8 pm. See Fri-
day, Feb. 11. 

MUSIC, THE BEN HOLMES 
QUARTET: Improvisational 
jazz concert. $10. 8:30 
pm. Ibeam Music Studio 
(168 Seventh St. between 
Second and Third avenues 
in Gowanus), ibeambrook-
lyn.com. 

SALES AND MARKETS
PARK SLOPE GREENMAR-

KET: 9 am–4 pm. See Sat-
urday, Feb. 5. 

CRAFT FAIR: 10 am–5 pm. 
See Friday, Feb. 11. 

BROOKLYN FLEA: 10am–
6pm. See Saturday, Feb. 5. 

BROOKLYN INDIE MARKET.: 
11 am–7 pm. See Saturday, 
Feb. 5. 

OTHER
VALENTINE FAIR: Valen-

tine’s Day themed arts and 
crafts. Free. 10 am. John 
Jay HS [237 Seventh Ave. in 
Park Slope, (718) 832-4306]. 

106 North 6th St. (Between Wythe Ave. & Berry St.)

718-218-7080 ~ www.ilpaiolony.com

Hours: Mon-Fri: 12pm-Midnight; Sat: 11am-Midnight; Sun: 11am-11pm

Candlelight ... Prosecco ... 
Chocolate-covered strawberries ... 
Compliments of the house for your

VALENTINE’S DINNER
Make your Valentine’s Day Dinner reservations at: 

718-218-7080 or www.ilpaiolonyc.com

Excellent food ... fantastic service ... good prices ... 
highly recommend! ~ Customer comment on Yelp “ ”

Limited-time offer. Requires new 2-year wireless voice agreement of $39.99 or higher with min $15/mo DataPlus plan. Subject to wireless customer agrmt. Credit approval req’d. Activ. fee up to $36/line. Coverage & svcs, including
mobile broadband, not avail everywhere. Geographic, usage & other conditions & restrictions (that may result in svc termination) apply. Taxes & other chrgs apply. Prices & equip. vary by mkt & may not be avail. from ind. retailers. See
store or visit att.com for details and coverage map. Early Termination Fee (ETF): None if cancelled during first 30 days, but a $35 restocking fee may apply; after 30 days, ETF up to $150 or $325 applies depending on device (details
att.com/equipmentETF). Subject to change. Agents may impose add’l fees. Regulatory Cost Recovery Charge up to $1.25/mo. is chrg’d to help defray costs of complying with gov’t obligations & chrgs on AT&T & is not a tax or gov’t
req’d chrg. Screen images simulated. ©2011 AT&T Intellectual Property. All rights reserved. Apple, the Apple logo, and iPhone are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries.

LYN RENAISSANCE: With 
percussionist Talu Green, 
gospel octet Singers with a 
Testimony, and poet Climb-
ing Poetree. Free. 9 pm. 
BAM Harvey [651 Fulton St. 
at Rockwell Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4100], 
www.bam.org. 

FILM, “THE ROCKY HOR-
ROR PICTURE SHOW”: 
As part of the 13-fi lm 
retrospective “The Susan 
Sarandon Picture Show.” 
$12 ($7 for members). 11:30 
pm. Brooklyn Academy of 
Music [30 Lafayette Ave. 
near St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4100], 
www.bam.org. 

SAT, FEB. 12

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
READING, PATRICIA 

O’TOOLE: Author of 
“The Valentine’s Day That 
Changed America.” Also 
includes a trolley tour. 
Free. 1 pm. Green-Wood 
Cemetery [25th St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Green-Wood 
Heights, (718) 768-7300], 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 6

Martha Redbone per-
forms at BAMCafe on 
Feb. 5

Show this ad to receive $5 OFF any order above $25

Best Meatloaf & Burgers in the Slope!
Excellent Coffee/Assorted Exotic Teas!

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Mon-Thurs: 7am-10pm, Fri-Sat: 7am-11pm, Sun: 7am-9pm

396 6th Avenue (Corner of 7th St.)

Restaurant

Marco Polo Ristorante
Call for reservations (718) 852-5015
345 Court Street at Union Street
in Carroll Gardens
www.MarcoPoloRistorante.com

MARCO POLO
presents

A Night in Venice
Candlelight Dinner

FEBRUARY 12TH to the 14TH

Marco Polo will offer a special 
Valentine’s Day menu.
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2 floors of Restaurant and Play Space 
81 Atlantic Ave (@Hicks)  718-923-9710  
Mon-Wed 10am—6:30pm, Thurs-Sun 10am — 8:30pm  
Www.themoxiespot.com 

FREE KID’S MEAL EVERY NIGHT!! 
 

With a Dinner Entrée or Special  
get a Free Kid Combo, Pizza, Pasta or Mac & Cheese 

After 5:30p, Applies to Deliveries! 

THE 

SPOT 

Evening Activities are all Free,  
Weekday Kid Fee is $2.50/child 
 
 

Check THEMOXIESPOT.COM for 
Special Events & Details 

Singalong 
Tu 11a DAYTIME 

Come Together  
with Family & Friends 

Family Disco 
2nd Sats, 6p 

Beatles Rockband 
1st Saturdays, 6p 

Fri Movie Night,  
Sun Bingo Night! 

EVENING 
Wii Night 
3rd Sats, 6p 

Weekend Singalong, 1st & 3rd Sundays, 12pm 

Storytimes 
M/W/F 12p 

Dance Around 
Th 11a 

Call: 230-5255
763 President St. (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.)

A fully licensed and certified preschool
 2-4 year old programs
 Licensed teachers
 Optimal educational equipment
 Exclusive outdoor facilities
 Indoor Gym facilities

  2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days

 Spacious Classrooms
 Enriched Curriculum
 Caring, loving environment

DAY SCHOOL, INC.

(7732)
www.parkslopedaycamp.com

½

 

February 21 - 25

 

Saturday, Feb. 19

©2011 Metropolitan Transportation Authority

Know when your bus 
will arrive in real time. 
Seriously.

Introducing MTA BusTime.™ Know 
where and when the bus will arrive. 
Go to mta.info/bustime.

AUDIOLOGY 
AFFILIATES

Dennis L. Kisiel, PhD, Director
142 Joralemon Street, Suite 6A

at Clinton St. in Brooklyn Heights

718-875-3131
718-858-6734

A hearing device 
like no other!

The alternative to traditional hearing aids

ReSound Alera™ is different. Really different. Alera’s sound 
quality is absolutely unrivaled, thanks to its microscopic 
cutting-edge surround sound processor. ReSound Alera 
also offers the industry’s most robust moisture protection, 
and 2.4GHz wireless capabilities to provide you with unique 
connectivity advantages that no other hearing aid can 
match. It makes traditional hearing aids a thing of the past.

Change can be good.

COME TO OUR MONTH-LONG SPECIAL EVENT
Manufacturer’s Demo: Friday, Feb. 25 & Saturday, Feb. 26

PROMO OFFER:
All in-stock 

ReSound Hearing 
Aids offered at 

monaural price for 
binaural fittings

through 2/28/11

Savings up to

$3995

Free 
Screenings /  
Demos for 

Wireless Alera 
Hearing Aid 
System from 

ReSound

PARENTKIDS • SCHOOL • STYLE • TEENS • CAMPS • MUSIC

A llowing people to 
speak their minds 
truthfully is a hard 

thing to do in one’s home, 
with one’s children. Like a 
preacher, who says the words 
of salvation he himself needs to 
hear, I am always espousing the 
necessity of truth to remember 
how important it is, especially 
because it is often totally so-
cially unacceptable. 

Eli, at 9, has a condition I 
liken to Tourette’s Syndrome 
— he can repeat the word “pe-
nis” over and over thousands 
of times a minute. I gather that 
is because, like most men, that 
is what is on his mind. The 
truth of what he is thinking 
about is simple, yet I need to 
teach him to train himself to 
keep it in check. I feel so of-
ten like a hypocrite, then, be-
cause I am also always begging 
him often to tell me what’s on 

She can handle the truth!

ing the truth…”
As much as his sassy re-

sponse irks, his throwing my 
own concept back in my face 
is actually a good reminder: 
I’m glad to know what he’s 
thinking so I can help him 
work through things. 

In this case, having a win-
dow into how difficult (and 
boring) he finds it to relate to 
others sometimes allowed me 
to have a serious conversation 
with him about the need to be 
social, not to isolate oneself 
because it is easier than con-
necting. 

The way to avoid life’s ma-
jor pitfalls is to face the truth, 
but the problem is, as you call 
from that famous scene in “A 
Few Good Men,” so few peo-
ple can handle the truth.

If I quiet my kids’ personal 
“truths” for comfort sake, it 
won’t change their thoughts 
— it just encourages them to 
lie to me. Then, we will grow 
further and further apart. 

Our family’s non-PC ways 
wreaked havoc on the ears of 
a young Catholic babysitter. 
We found a note after she left 
that said everything she had 
been afraid to before she left, 
wordlessly. Their language 
had shocked. 

“They talked about body 
parts,” she wrote, “(boobs, 
butts, balls.)”

I ripped up the note, for 
which I’m now very sorry (at 
the very least, it would have 
been nice to pull out on their 
wedding days).

Truth is a tangled web — 
and no two persons’ truth is 
the same. Even though I agree 
that we should be able to con-
trol ourselves so we don’t of-
fend everyone, extreme lev-
els of “self-control” have done 
more harm than good to so-
ciety. Holding everything in 
is ultimately damaging to our 
mental and physical health, and 
political correctness has cre-
ated its own kind of monstrous 

madness where we’re not al-
lowed to call things what they 
are, as if we don’t all know. 

Letting the boys watch You-
Tube, where they pick up rude 
terms, or taking them to more 
adult movies like “The Green 
Hornet” (great movie!) is al-
ways a little dicey. My inten-
tion is not that my children 
learn “the truth” about every-
thing all at once. Luckily, they 

mostly self-censor. I have seen 
them flip past girls in bikinis 
quickly with an “oooh, inap-
propriate!” so I trust that porn 
is not on their radar (yet). I try 
not be too finicky about what 
they see and hear, but I ask 
often about it so we can dis-
cuss terms they repeat with-
out understanding, terms they 
will hear on the playground 
soon enough if they haven’t 

already.
Words are the only win-

dows we have into a person’s 
brain. License for a child to 
speak freely is crucial to 
knowing them and helping 
them know themselves. 

Even though I’d rather not 
know some “truths,” there is 
no denying them. To do so is a 
kind of death far greater than 
the death of innocence.

Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

his mind.
The same hypocrisy is-

sue arose recently when Eli 
proclaimed at lunch with a 
friend that he’d rather play 
the iPod Touch instead of be-
ing social. 

Denied his device, he 
whined, “I’m bored! It’s 
not fun to talk! I have noth-
ing to say!”

When I chastised him for 
being rude, he looked right 
at me and quoted me back 
to me: “What? I’m just tell-

three years, and at some point allegedly wrote at least two 
checks to herself — though cops said that they’re poring 
over receipts to see exactly how much Hogan swiped.

Cops also noted that reports of the group losing up to 
$100,000,  first reported in the Daily News , are “wildly 
and completely inaccurate.”

The newspaper also reported that Hogan spent the 
money on “fertility treatments” — possibly at her own 
business.

It’s unclear how Hogan allegedly pulled it off, but it’s 
certain that the parents oversaw — or failed to oversee 
— Hogan’s actions and the group’s budget, which is not 
subject to mandatory city audits. Parents said on Mon-
day that they would form an audit committee soon.

“This is a sad day for us,” said PS 29 Principal Mela-
nie Woods. “In 10 years of seen this community built on 
trust and relationships. This is a tough time we’re going 
through, but we have to get out of it together.”

Continued from page 1

PTA…

Monday night in Cobble Hill was cold and quiet — 
maybe a little too quiet — as I did my job by attending 
a PTA meeting at PS 29. On the way, I couldn’t help 
but notice about six young gentlemen hamming it up 
behind me, throwing snowballs at passing cars, laugh-
ing and yelping as their weapons of mini destruction 
made contact.

Then all hell broke loose with one simple phrase: 
“Let’s run a train! Let’s run a train!” one of the hoo-
ligans yelled.

Now, if I had been in Manhattan, I would have pan-
icked, but this was Cobble Hill — the safest neighbor-
hood in the city. Plus, I was carrying my the journal-
istic toolbox — you know, the one filled with truth, 
justice, integrity and  caffeine suppositories  — so I felt 
invulnerable.

I wasn’t.
I felt a hand smack the back of my head as one of the 

kids — maybe 14 years old — ran by. Only a moment 
passed before the second kid, this one older, shoved me 
into the glass façade of Bocca Lupo at Henry and War-
ren streets. I didn’t have time to react before a third cre-
tin pushed me to the ground. 

“Great,” I thought, “I’m going to get robbed. I’ll be 
in the 76th Precinct police blotter. And, worse, Gersh 
will make me write it up instead of sending someone 
else. That guy is a jerk. Oh, wait, let me get back to 
this robbery.”

But this was no robbery. Once I hit the ground — 
taking most of the impact on my left hand — the final 
two jerks stood above me and pelted me with snow-
balls. The group fled, laughing.

There I sat, defeated, with a bleeding hand and a group 
of Bocca Lupo customers staring at me from inside the 
warm, inviting restaurant (try the veal).

Damn kids.
Now, I could have called my editor and told him 

I’d been brutally assaulted — then again, he would’ve 
asked what hospital I was at, so that never would have 
worked anyway. And given the spate of attacks related 
to the snowpocalypse, he never would have let me leave 
the story.

For example, on Jan. 30, four thugs threw snowballs 
at a 40-year-old man at Hoyt and Butler streets,  and 
then robbed him . Worse, a couple of “rowdy teens” re-
cently threw chunks of ice at a pregnant woman near 
Hoyt and Bond streets.

It’s a cruel, cruel borough out there. I was injured on 
the way to a press event — but I had to keep fighting 
on. I may have been the victim of a crime, but if I had 
gone home, the only crime would have been my fail-
ure to bring you  the news .

I am a hero.

Continued from page 1

CAMPBELL
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According to the New York City Council, 
3 million people lack adequate access to
grocery stores.*

Here’s how special interests would solve the problem:

A Walmart store in your neighborhood would
offer a different solution.

Join Walmart’s Community Action Network at WalmartNYC.com or 1-855-NYC-JOBS (1-855-692-5627)

*SOURCE: “FoodWorks: A Vision to Improve NYC’s Food System”

I keep my prices high and my overhead low.
- CEO of NYC-based supermarket chain, (Progressive Grocer, 1986)

If you want a bargain, you get in your car and you go to 
the bargain. You don’t ever want to bring the bargain 
into the neighborhood.
-  A lobbyist for the grocery workers’ union, (The New York Times, 2010)

Support us at facebook.com/WalmartNYC 


