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Serving Brownstone Brooklyn and Williamsburg

By Natalie O’Neill
The Brooklyn Paper

A long-dead plan to bring hun-
dreds of apartments to the banks 
of the Gowanus Canal is rising 
from its watery grave.

The real estate firm Lightstone 
Group wants to build a 700-unit 
housing complex on the shores of 
the polluted waterway — using a 

size-and-height proposal nearly 
identical to a plan by a different 
developer that  was scrapped two 
years ago  after federal environ-
mental authorities determined the 
inlet needs a costly and lengthy 
cleanup.

The development would bring 
rental apartments to a canal-side 
stretch bounded by Bond, Carroll 

and Second streets under the same 
zoning guidelines established when 
the builders at Toll Brothers con-
vinced the city to allow residences 
on the parcel, which was previously 
reserved for manufacturing.

That means the new project 
will rise no higher than 12 sto-
ries — where the Toll Brothers 
plan was capped.

The development will also 
bring a landscaped public es-
planade to Gowanus, according 
to Lightstone Group spokesman 
Ethan Geto.

“It turns the waterfront into 
what’s essentially a park — it will 
be a lovely and lively area,” said 
Geto, who also touted plans to in-
stall anti-flooding infrastructure 

and charge below-market rents 
for 140 apartments.

Unlike the Toll Brothers pro-
posal, which targeted luxury buy-
ers, the $200-million-plus plan 
will market itself to young renters 
seeking studios, one-bedrooms, 
and two-bedrooms — allowing 
the builders to fit an additional 250 

Despite Superfund ruling, Gowanus housing in the works again
CANAL PLAN REVIVED

The new plan closely resembles this proposal by Toll 
Brothers, which was scrapped when the feds announced a 
lengthy and costly cleanup of the polluted waterway.

All bike lanes, all the time
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BIKE LANE

By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

Luna Park acknowledged that 
it siphoned thousands of gallons 
of city water from a nearby fire 
hydrant without permission and 
promised to pay for what they 
took — but only confessed to the 
heist after our sister publication 
Brooklyn Daily posted a photo 
of a hose transporting the H2O 
to its water flume ride.

A reporter for this newspaper 
recently spotted workers from the 
amusement park — which, like 
most homeowners and merchants, 
gets a water bill from the city 
based on a meter installed on the 
premises — running a hose from 
a W. 10th Street johnny pump to 

WATER HAZARD
Luna Park caught taking from fi re hydrant

Luna Park has hijacked this johnny pump to fill up the basin 
on its “Wild River” ride.
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By Eli Rosenberg
The Brooklyn Paper

An adventurous chicken 
escaped a Kensington butch-
er’s blade and wandered the 
streets of Brooklyn until the 
plucky fowl found a new 
home on Cortelyou Road 
— according to the Ditmas 
Park animal lover shelter-
ing the refugee in her back-
yard.

Jennifer Wilenta said that 
when her friend called her 
about a chicken looking for 
asylum inside a Kensing-

ton churchyard on 18th Av-
enue near E. Eighth Street, 
she rushed over and took the 
bird home.

“She’s just happy to be 
here,” said Wilenta, who 
brought the bird into a home 
filled with six other chick-
ens, two dogs, a snake and 
a lizard. “She’s being very 
well loved by my two chil-
dren.”

Wilenta said the chicken, 
which her family has named 
Freebird, had a clipped beak 

Runaway chicken fi nds a 
safe haven in Ditmas Park

Good cluck

Ditmas Park resident Jennifer Wi-
lenta is giving refuge to a chicken 
that made a dramatic escape.
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Several attractions in the 
People’s Playground have 
burned to the ground dur-
ing the last century. Coney Is-
land History Project director 

Charles Denson fills us in.
• 1896: The Elephant Hotel 

caught fire after someone for-
got to put out a cigar. 

• 1907: Steeplechase Park. 

After the devastating blaze, 
owner George C. Tilyou put out 
a sign reading: “Admission to the 
burning ruins: Ten cents.”

• 1911: Dreamland. A blaze 
consumes the Hellgate, Dream-

Coney’s fi ery history

By Max Molishever
for The Brooklyn Paper

Don’t leave a dump on this 
stump.

A furious Carroll Gardens man 
had had enough with dog own-
ers who don’t tidy up after their 
pooches relieve themselves in a 
tree pit outside his Hoyt Street 
home, so he painted a forebod-
ing warning on a tree stump urg-
ing pup lovers to keep the neigh-
borhood’s de facto doggie potty 
clean — or face some messy re-

percussions.
“If I catch you it won’t be 

pretty,” the stump now reads.
Lou Femenella takes credit 

for the message, which he says 
was necessary since the stump 
became a dog poop hot spot af-
ter city workers tore down a dead 
willow tree between President and 
Carroll Streets.

“It’s appalling and selfish that 
all these people just leave their 
dog poop in front of my house,” 

His stump speech
Angry Carroll Gardens man 
fi ghts dog poop with words

Lou Femenella: “If I catch 
you it won’t be pretty.”
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Nicole Ponseca helps Brooklyn Paper reporter Colin Mixon sample 
a bizarre delicacy from Philippines that will be the focus of an eating 
contest at Dekalb Market on Aug. 23. Find out more on page 8.
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What IS that?

By Eli Rosenberg
The Bike Lane Paper

Brooklyn’s most recog-
nizable landmark should get 
a major makeover to appease 
the crowds of speeding cy-
clists and ambling tourists 
who frequent it every day, 
politicians say.

Councilmen Steve Levin 
(D–Downtown) and Brad 
Lander (D–Park Slope) 

want to make the Brook-
lyn Bridge’s bustling ele-
vated walking and biking 
path wider — and they’re 
soliciting designs that they 
hope will reduce congestion 
and increase safety by giv-
ing pedestrians more room 
to move and keeping cy-
clists on the north side of 
the span.

“This proposal is a win-

win-win, tripling the pedes-
trian space and giving bi-
cyclists a dedicated lane, 
all without impacting car 
lanes,” Lander said.

The councilmen aren’t 
the only Brooklynites 
who say the current con-
figuration is a recipe for 
disaster.

Every day, some 4,000 

Bridge too narrow
Pols want wider bike and pedestrian 
path on tourist-packed historic span

Cyclists on the Brooklyn Bridge’s bike 
lane must dodge oblivious tourists.
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By Natalie O’Neill
The Bike Lane Paper

Jay Street is home to the scar-
iest bike lane in the borough, 
according to dozens of readers 
who cast their votes at  Brook-
lynPaper.com .

About 39 percent of read-
ers — 91 out of 237 voters at 
press time — named the dou-
ble-parking-plagued Down-
town street the most frighten-
ing bicycle route in Brooklyn, 
thanks to jaywalking pedestri-

ans, who help the street live up 
to its name, and lawless drivers, 
who regularly block the path.

“The pedestrians are the 
worst … and there are always 
cars in the bike lane,” wrote 
one online commentator named 

By Natalie O’Neill
The Bike Lane Paper

A vigilante cyclist jury-
rigged a street barrier to keep 
cop cars from double-park-
ing on a Prospect Heights 
bike lane.

Bike lane booster Ian Dut-
ton set up half a dozen waist-
high orange traffic cylinders 
alongside an often obstructed 
cycling route in front of the 
78th Precinct stationhouse, 
creating a makeshift “pro-
tected lane” on Bergen Street 
near Flatbush Avenue, accord-
ing to  the transportation blog 
Streetsblog.com .

His do-it-yourself infra-
structure disappeared briefly 
then reappeared last Tuesday, 
causing a buzz among bikers 

THIS is Brooklyn’s 
scariest bike lane

Guerrilla thoroughfare
Rogue cyclist builds DIY ‘protected’ lane

THE VOTES ARE COUNTED

Jay Street plays host to the borough’s scariest bike 
lane, according to our readers.
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MEAN
Streets

The battle for Brooklyn’s byways

ing lot,” said cyclist Mitch 
Sonies.

A police spokesman said of-
ficers park in reserved spaces 
on Sixth Avenue side of the pre-
cinct and that cops only park 
in the bike lane when there’s 
no other option.

“It could be because a pris-
oner needs to be taken in or a 
stray dog needs to be trans-
ported,” he said.

The Department of Trans-
portation didn’t immediately 
return calls seeking comment 
on the unsanctioned streetscape 
change, which is reportedly 
made from construction posts 
left over from a Con-Edison 
project.

Nor did Dutton —a for-
mer Manhattan Community 
Board 2 member who lives 
on the street.

But bikers are cheering his 
creativity.

“I support what the bike lane 
vigilante did,” said cyclist Ste-
phen Arthur. “It seems like the 

A cyclist placed pylons next to a bike lane on Bergen 
Street near Flatbush Avenue, where police cars some-
times double-park.
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who say the guerrilla-style lane 
divider is a sign that cyclists 
feel vulnerable riding on the 
traffic-heavy stretch of street 

— and that cops ought to re-
spect the rules of the road.

“It’s hard to use a lane if the 
NYPD is using it as a park-

By Eli Rosenberg
The Brooklyn Paper

Longtime Q-train riders are disput-
ing a transit advocacy group’s decision 
to name the subway line the king of the 
rails last week, claiming that the Brigh-
ton local is far from perfect.

The Straphangers Campaign claims 
the Q’s frequent in-car announcements, 
low breakdown rates, and clean cars 
helped it beat out the J, Z, and the six-
time champion 7 train to win the title 
of best subway line in the system — but 
commuters say the line’s weekend ser-
vice woes mean it can’t be trusted.

In fact, some commuters have re-
sorted to riding their bicycles on week-
ends because the train has repeatedly 
left them waiting, or not run at all.

“It’s really annoying on the week-
ends,” said the commuter-turned-Satur-

riders question its high ratingQ
day-and-Sunday-cyclist Melissa Rocha. 
“The service is always changing.”

Still, Straphangers Campaign lawyer 
Gene Russianoff says Q riders are lucky 
compared to other commuters.

“If you ride the Q, you’re going to 
get a much better ride than on the C 
or the R,” Russianoff said.

The Q ranked far higher than its bitter 
yellow rivals, the R and N lines, which 
came in 10th and 11th, respectively, out 
of 19 lines. There was a silver lining in 
the R train: the Bay Ridge route has the 
best odds for snagging an open seat — 
though it was near the bottom in terms 
of its breakdown rate. 

The lowly C train, which until recently 
ran on subway cars from to 1964, was 
voted the worst line for the fourth year in 
a row, an ignominious distinction previ-
ously thought to be impossible. 

The Q train is as good as it gets according to transit advocates — 
but commuters beg to differ.
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See GOWANUS  on page 9

See BRIDGE  on page 9

See SCARY  on page 9

See ROGUE  on page 9

See HYDRANT  on page 9

See FIRE  on page 9

See CHICKEN  on page 9

See STUMP  on page 9
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Cyclones 4

Auburn Doubledays 1
Aug. 4 at MCU Park

The Cyclones snapped the 
surging Auburn Doubledays’ 
four-game winning streak by 
capitalizing on the collapse of 
the away team’s bullpen.

The Clones took a one-run 
lead in the first, after a leadoff 
double from center fielder phe-
nom Brandon Nimmo, who 
extended his hitting streak to 
seven games. Shortstop Philip 
Evans then slapped a grounder 
to advance Nimmo to third 
before a passed ball brought 
him home.

The Doubledays, who lead 
the NY-Penn League’s Pinck-
ney division, tied the game 
in the sixth, but the pride of 
Coney Island recaptured the 
lead in the seventh when Au-
burn reliever Silvio Medina 
gave up a double to Mini-Mets 
third baseman Dimas Ponce. 
A sac bunt by second base-
man Richie Rodriguez ad-
vanced Ponce, who scored 
after Medina intentionally 
walked Brandon Nimmo — 
then unintentionally walked 
Evans and Boyd. Doubledays 
skipper Gary Cathcart pulled 
the hurler for Jason Smith, who 
couldn’t stop the carnage and 
let Nimmo and Evans score.

Cyclones 8

Auburn Doubledays 0
Aug. 5 at MCU Park

The Cyclones blanked and 
spanked the Auburn Double-
days with some help from 
Mets ace Johan Santana.

Looking nearly as dom-
inant as he did during his 
 historic no-hitter  earlier this 
season, Santana fanned three 
batters and gave no runs, one 
hit, and one walk in three in-
nings in a rehab start as he 
comes off the disabled list. 

Auburn didn’t have any big 
league help on the mound — 
and it showed when hurler 
Brett Mooneyham opened the 
game by plunking Clones cen-
ter fielder Brandon Nimmo and 
walking shortstop Philip Ev-
ans. A single by designated hit-
ter Kevin Plawecki drove the 
two in, and left fielder Stefan 
Sabol brought him home.

Brooklyn scored three 
more runs in the next in-
ning, thanks to a two-run 
homer by Evans and a line 
drive from catcher Nelfi Za-
pata that scored first baseman 
Jayce Boyd. The Clones fur-

By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

Brandon Nimmo has been 
swinging for the fences — 
ever since he actually started 
swinging at pitches.

The 19-year-old and first-
round Mets draft pick strug-
gled early in the season, when 
his greatest asset seemed to 
be his ability to draw walks. 
But now he’s on a tear, bat-
ting .372 in his last 10 games 
and going on a seven-game 
hitting streak between July 
28 and Aug. 4.

Clones skipper Rich Don-
nelly says it’s all because the 
kid from Cheyenne, Wyo. has 
started taking risks.

“He’s just been more ag-
gressive,” Donnelly said after 
an Aug. 2 game against the 
Connecticut Tigers in which 
Nimmo singled in the bot-
tom of the eighth to keep his 
streak alive. “He’s swinging 
earlier in the counts, and not 
just waiting to get a walk.”

Nimmo has racked up the 
most bases on balls of any Cy-
clone — 29 for the season, 
compared to 22 for left fielder 
Stefan Sabol and shortstop 
Phillip Evans.

But since July 26, he has 

only picked up two walks. 
Meanwhile, he has come to 
lead the team with 46 hits (16 
of them in the past two weeks) 
and 28 runs (11 of them in 
the past two weeks).

Donnelly said he and hit-
ting coach Bobby Malek re-
mind the center fielder daily 
to step up to the plate and 
swing — a skill the man-
ager said is necessary to the 
red-hot prospect’s future in 
baseball.

“He’s going to progress by 
hitting the ball, not by walk-
ing,” said Donnelly.

For Nimmo himself, the 
improvement has been more 
mental than physical. The 
ballplayer joined the Clones 
barely out of high school and 
the high expectations left him 

tense and mechanical at the 
plate — and unwilling to take 
chances on pitches.

Now he says he was just 
psyching himself out.

“The worst pressure is the 
pressure you put on yourself,” 
Nimmo said. “But lately I’ve 
just been relaxing, not wor-
rying about whether I got out, 
just trying whenever I get up 
there.”

Nimmo is still working to 
pull himself out of the hole 
he dug early in the season: 
he’s batting just .264 on the 
year. But the Cyclones num-
ber nine says he isn’t letting 
the past bother him.

“You just try to go up there 
every day and get your ball 
when it comes. Because they 
don’t always come often,” 
said Nimmo, who is cur-
rently listed as day-to-day 
after being hit by a pitch.

Not bad for the young-
est everyday player on the 
Mini-Mets — as Donnelly 
is quick to note.

“He’s playing up,” said 
Donnelly. “He’s a freshman 
playing on a varsity team. 
But he’s mentally mature. He 
makes guys like me feel em-
barrassed.”

The bats of Nimmo
Top prospect now in the swing of things

ther padded their lead in the 
fourth, then it was all quiet 
the bottom of the eighth, 
when the clouds opened up 
and ended the game — and 
snapped Nimmo’s seven-
game hit streak.

Cyclones 3

Auburn Doubledays 1
Aug. 6 at MCU Park

Back-to-back homers 
powered Brooklyn past the 
Doubledays for a three-game 
sweep in Coney Island.

Mini-Mets hurler Rainy 
Lara opened the game by 
giving up back-to-back-to-
back singles. A sacrifice from 
Auburn left fielder Estarlin 
Martinez put one run on the 
board, but Lara recovered and 
got out of the jam. The pitcher 
gave up just two more hits 
and no further runs in the 
following five innings, and 
allowed just one walk.

Doubledays starter David 
Fischer pitched well until he 
surrendered a solo shot to  

catcher Kevin Plawecki in 
the fourth — and followed it 
up by letting left fielder Ste-
fan Sabol crush one to left. A 
hit batter, back-to-back sin-
gles, and a sacrifice in the 
following inning gave the 
Clones all they’d need.

The Cyclones have im-
proved to 14–11 at home fol-
lowing the sweep, leaving 
them with a comfortable 
lead in NY-Penn League’s 
wild card race. 
 — Will Bredderman

Brandon Nimmo

Johan Santana held the Auburn Doubledays scoreless in his three-inning 
stint with the Cyclones at MCU Park on Aug. 5. 
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By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Looters are stealing the 
parts from ghost bikes, dese-
crating the white-painted me-
morials to cyclists killed on 
the borough’s streets, accord-
ing to angry bicycle activ-
ists.

The thefts have stretched 
across Brooklyn in recent 
months, with crooks strip-
ping the sidewalk monuments 
down to their frames — and 
insulting the memories of de-
ceased cyclists in the process, 
bike booster and filmmaker 
Dan Gingold claims.

“It’s very disrespectful 
and it makes me furious,” said 
Gingold. “People wouldn’t be 
disrespectful in a cemetery or 
a national monument.”

The thieves have mainly 
gone after easy-to-snatch 
parts, leaving the ransacked 
bike frames chained at the 
spots where cyclists lost 
their lives:

• An all-white bike at the 
corner of Atlantic and Wash-
ington avenues in Clinton 
Hill — meant to commem-
orate the 2010 death of cy-
clist Jasmine Herron — is 
now missing its seat and rear 
wheel.

• A ghost bike at the cor-
ner of Fulton Street and Utica 
Avenue in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant that has honored the de-
ceased biker Ralston Bryan 
since 2007 no longer has its 
front wheel.

• One memorializing the 
late Dan Valle, who was 
killed in 2009 on S. Fifth 
Street near the Williamsburg 
Bridge in Williamsburg, is 
nothing but a frame, handle-
bars, and a banana seat.

It’s unclear when ex-

Grave robbers
Boro’s ghost bikes poached for parts

actly the looters struck, but 
the bikes paying tribute to 
Herron and Valle appeared 
intact as of late last year.

Ellen Belcher, a volunteer 
with the New York Street Me-
morial Project, said it’s inevi-
table that people will attempt 
to steal from ghost bikes.

“People who take parts off 
bikes are probably not con-
nected to biking or even know 
what ghost bikes are,” said 
Belcher, whose group has in-
stalled about 100 ghost bikes 
across the city — and more 
than 40 in Brooklyn. “They 
are street people.”

No matter how far re-
moved from the cycling 

world a person is, it’s hard 
to mistake a ghost bike for 
a regular bicycle. Not only 
are they drenched in thick, 
white paint, making most of 
the parts useless, but many 
feature a prominently placed 
placard describing what the 
bike is and why it’s there.

Since the New York Street 
Memorial Project has no of-
ficial policy on checking up 
on ghost bikes after install-
ing them, the group doesn’t 
know exactly how many of 
the Brooklyn memorials have 
been stolen or vandalized.

“If someone removed 
them, we don’t always know,” 
said Belcher, whose group 

did receive a heads up when 
someone cut the lock off of a 
ghost bike  representing the 
victims of unreported colli-
sions at Borough Hall .

Belcher also got a tip when 
a thief tried to sell a stolen 
ghost bike — placard still at-
tached — to a bike shop.

“[A bike shop employee] 
gave the guy five dollars and 
then called us to come pick 
up the bike,” she said.

Stripped ghost bikes 
aren’t just an insult to cy-
cling activists — each sto-
len wheel could pose a threat 
to a sidewalk shrine’s claim 
on its spot.

Ghost bikes used to be 
 subject to removal by the 
Department of Sanitation , 
which considered them der-
elict. Bike advocates even-
tually convinced the city to 
only remove memorials that 
are in such bad shape they 
are  considered a hazard  — 
but pillaged ghost bikes could 
potentially be mistaken for 
abandoned two-wheelers.

And looters aren’t the only 
threat that ghost bikes face.

In 2007, Sam Hindy — 
the son of Brooklyn Brewery 
owner Steve Hindy — was 
killed while trying to ride 
his bike across the Manhat-
tan Bridge. Activists quickly 
erected a ghost bike near the 
spot where he was struck, but 
a few months later a car ran 
into the tribute.

Volunteers replaced the 
ghost bike — then repeated 
the process two more times 
after vehicles rammed into 
the memorial again and 
again

“After the fourth time, we 
kind of gave up,” said Steve 
Hindy.

Still, Steve Hindy believes 
ghost bikes play a vital role 
in street safety.

“They are a constant re-
minder to everyone of the 
importance of respecting bi-
cycles and their place on the 
streets of New York City,” 
he said.

By Natalie O’Neill
The Brooklyn Paper

A gun-wielding thief and 
an accomplice beat up a man 
then snatched his iPhone in 
Prospect Park on July 31, ac-
cording to police.

Cops say the 25-year-old 
victim was searching for di-
rections on his smartphone 
on West Drive near Third 
Street at 10:50 pm when the 
crooks ran up and one of them 

“clotheslined” him, knocking 
the man to the ground.

The armed perp put the 
park-goer in a headlock while 
the other punched him in the 
face and broke his nose, caus-
ing him to drop the phone, 
police sources say.

Police cuffed two suspects 
— ages 24 and 19 — for as-
sault and robbery, and hit the 
younger man with a weapons 
possession charge as well.

The crime is one of sev-
eral recent attacks in Prospect 
Park, some of which occurred 
on  the park’s popular road-
way , park advocates say.

“I’ve heard of two or 
three in last couple weeks,” 
said Geoffrey Croft of New 
York City Park Advocates, 
who first reported the rob-
bery on his blog,  A Walk in 
The Park .

Part of the problem is a 

lack of full-time police en-
forcement in Brooklyn parks, 
Croft said. 

The entire borough has 
only two Parks enforcement 
patrol officers — full-time 
cops dedicated to keeping 
city parks safe —  according 
to his advocacy group .

“In Brooklyn, specifically, 
it’s crazy,” Croft said. “We 
need dramatically more of-
ficers.”

Gunpoint rob in P’Park
Cops: Two muggers prey on man on park roadway 

Thieves are ransacking ghost bikes, including this 
one at the corner of Fulton Street and Utica Avenue.
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In conjunction with
Brooklyn Borough President

MARTY MARKOWITZ
Invites you to join us in celebrating the 

22nd Anniversary
of the

Americans With 
Disabilities Act (ADA)

Keynote Speaker 
Commissioner Victor Calise, 

Mayor’s Offi ce for People with Disabilities

WHERE:  Brooklyn Borough Hall - Rotunda
 209 Joralemon Street 
 Brooklyn, NY 11201
WHEN: Thursday, August 16, 2012
TIME: 4:00 P.M. – 7:00 P.M.
RSVP BY: August 7, 2012
 Seats are limited

For more information please call:
718-998-3000 (Voice) 
718-998-7406 (TTY)

Occupational Therapy Department

NOTICE OF DISTRICTING COMMISSION HEARINGS 
FROM AUGUST 13, 2012 TO AUGUST 23, 2012 

 

The NYC Districting Commission will hold five public hearings from 
August 13, 2012 to August 23, 2012. These hearings are open to the 
public. The purpose of these hearings is for the NYC Districting 
Commission to hear testimony from the public concerning the initial 
phases of its work in drafting a new districting plan for the New York 
City Council. Individuals wishing to pre-register for speaking time or to 
submit written testimony in advance may do so by signing up online at 
http://www.nyc.gov/districting. Individuals wishing to speak at any 
hearing will be provided up to three minutes of speaking time. 
 
 

 

BROOKLYN   
Monday, August 13th 

5PM - 9PM 
 

 

Brooklyn Borough Hall 
209 Joralemon street 
New York, NY 11209 
 
 

 

MANHATTAN 
Thursday, August 16th 

5PM - 9PM 
 

 

New York Law School 
185 West Broadway 
New York, NY 10013 
 
 

 

STATEN ISLAND 
Monday, August 20th 

5PM - 9PM 

 

Staten Island Borough Hall 
10 Richmond Terrace 
Staten Island, NY 10301 
 
 

 

QUEENS 
Tuesday, August 21st 

5PM - 9PM 
 

 

Queens Library at Flushing 
41-17 Main Street 
Flushing, NY 11355 
 
 

 

BRONX 
Thursday, August 23rd 

5PM - 9PM 

 

Lehman College 
250 Bedford Park Blvd West 
East Dining Room, Music Bldg 
Bronx, NY 10468 
 
      

 

Prior to the hearings, you may submit written comments to the NYC 
Districting Commission by mail to: NYC Districting Commission, Attn: 
Jonathan Ettricks, 253 Broadway, 7th Fl., New York, NY 10007, or by 
email to: hearings@districting.nyc.gov, on or before 5:00 P.M. on the 
date of the hearing. Please indicate in your correspondence the date of 
the hearing for which you are submitting your comments. 
 
 

NOTE: The hearing locations are accessible to those with physical 
disabilities. Individuals requesting an interpreter for sign language or 
any other language at any hearing should contact the NYC Districting 
Commission at hearings@districting.nyc.gov or by calling 212-442-0256 
five days in advance of the hearing, and reasonable efforts will be made 
to accommodate such requests. 

FALL ADMISSION 
IS STILL POSSIBLE IN 
A NUMBER OF AREAS

APPLY BY  
AUGUST 17

300 Jay Street  Brooklyn, NY11201

Apply on Campus
The Admission Office  300 Jay Street, NG-17  Brooklyn

Call: 718.260.5050
Website: www.citytech.cuny.edu/directadmission

Enhance your culture.
Improve your bottom line.

Brooklyn.

Two Trees Management Co, LLC

45 Main Street, Suite 602, DUMBO, Brooklyn, NY 11201 
Commercial and Residential Property Management

Find out how by visiting, 
TwoTreesNY.com

Move your business
to DUMBO, Brooklyn.

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 

Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Police arrested one of two 
men who they say broke into 
Jewel Street apartment, at-
tacked the resident, and 
stole his copy of a classic 
work of Russian literature 
on July 28. 

The victim told police he 
entered his apartment be-
tween Norman and Meserole 
streets at 4 am and was at-
tacked by two strangers who 
were already inside.

The crooks beat him on 
the head, face, and arm, 
then stole his Herschel bag, 
which contained his apart-
ment keys, a shirt, and the 
book “The Idiot” by Fyodor 
Dostoyevsky. 

Jag snagged
Two thugs attacked a 

woman on N. Ninth Street 
on July 27 — and drove off 
in her $60,000 car.

The victim told police she 
was getting out of her 2009 
black Jaguar between Berry 
Street and Bedford Avenue 
at 9 pm when the brute came 
up behind her and put her in 
a chokehold.

A second robber pointed 
a black handgun at her head 
and demanded her car keys. 
She gave them the keys and 
they drove off in her vehi-
cle.

Strong-armed
Two thugs attacked a man 

on Havemeyer Street on July 
29 and took off with his wal-
let, driver’s license, credit 
card, and cash.

The victim told police he 
was near N. Seventh Street at 
4:30 am when two men appo-
rached and began throwing 
punches. When the victim 
fell to the ground, the rob-
bers put their hands in his 
pockets and took his belong-
ings. The victim was left with 
bruising to the side of his face 
and the perps fled.

Teen thugs
A pair of teenaged boys 

attacked a woman on Conse-
lyea Street on July 30 — and 
ran off with her iPhone.

The victim told police 
that she was near Humboldt 
Street at 4:20 pm when one 
of the boys pushed her and 
the other grabbed her cell-
phone. The victim and the 
perp played tug-of-war over 
the phone, but the thug even-
tually won. 

Fast thief
An agile thief tore a L 

train straphanger’s bag off 

of his leg as the train pulled 
into the Bedford Avenue sta-
tion on Aug. 3.

The victim told police that 
he was on the train near N. 
Seventh Street at 8:30 am 
when the crook grabbed his 
bag and jumped onto the plat-
form as the doors were clos-
ing. The victim managed to 
pry the doors open before 
they closed all the way. He 
chased the thief, but the ban-
dit blended into the crowd 
and got away.

Ransacked
Burglars broke into an 

apartment on Engert Ave-
nue on Aug. 3 and stole sev-
eral pieces of jewelry.

The victim told police the 
bandits broke into the apart-
ment between Graham Av-
enue and McGuiness Bou-
levard sometime between 7 
am and 4 pm and tore the 
place apart, stealing a dia-
mond ring, an 18K wedding 
band, gold earrings, a gold 
chain with a medallion, and 
a gold bracelet.

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Bushwick

Mailbox melee
Someone broke into a Met-

ropolitan Avenue apartment 
building — and then broke 
into multiple mailboxes in 
the lobby — on Aug. 4.

A witness told police that 
he saw a man smash a win-
dow to get into the building 
between Olive and Cathe-
rine streets at 7 am, and saw 
the man run out a few min-
utes later. 

When police arrived, they 
found mail scattered all over 
the lobby. 

Cash snatched
Crooks held up two Hum-

boldt Street businesses as em-
ployees were counting cash 
for the night on Aug. 5.

An employee of Nine 
Dragons Chinese food res-
taurant between Seigel and 
Moore streets was checking 
out the earnings behind the 
counter at midnight when a 
man barged in.

“Give me your money or 
I’ll kill you when you go out-
side,” the crook said.

The perp then mimed 
having a gun and the vic-
tim handed over about $300. 
Police arrested a suspect and 
recovered the money.

That same night a woman 
was counting cash behind 
the counter of a laundromat 
between Whipple and Bar-
tlett streets at 8:20 pm when 
three rude robbers stormed 
the counter and grabbed 
about $50 right out of her 
hand, she told police.

They fled the business and 
have not been found.

Hot cart
Someone managed to take 

off with a hot dog cart that 
was parked in the back of 
a Grand Street building on 
July 20 — but cops retrieved 
the food stand and returned 
it to the victim.

A vendor told police he left 
his $6,000 cart between Gra-
ham Avenue and Humboldt 
Street, and his friends saw 
someone making off with 
it at 6 pm. Police found the 
cart at a nearby scrap metal 
junkyard and returned it to 
the hot dog vendor.

Playground pry
An opportunistic thief 

ripped an iPod out of a man’s 
hand at the Marcy Avenue 

playground on Aug. 5.
The victim told police he 

was sitting on a bench in the 
park between S. Ninth and 
Division streets at 3:40 pm, 
talking on his cellphone and 
playing with his iPod, when 
a jerk snatched the iPod right 
out of his hand. 

“I’m gonna sell it,” the 
robber yelled as he ran off. 
The victim chased the man, 
but lost him near the corner 
of Marcy Avenue and Divi-
sion Street. 

Bags grabbed
A crook smashed the win-

dow of a car parked on S. 
Sixth Street on Aug. 4 and 
took off with the owner’s de-
signer bags, which were in-
side the car.

The victim told police 
that she parked her car 
near Wythe Avenue that 
night, and returned to find 
the driver’s-side window 
broken and a $350 Michael 
Kors bag, a $150 Dooney 
and Burke change wallet, 
and a $50 Chanel makeup 
bag missing. 

Batty
Police arrested two women 

who they say tried to attack a 
woman with baseball bats in-
side a Humboldt Street build-
ing on Aug. 5.

The victim told police 
she entered the lobby of the 
building between  Boerum 
and Seigel streets  at 5:50 
pm, and found the two wait-
ing for her.

The three exchanged 
words and one of the sus-
pects took a swing at her.

“I’m going to kill you 
with this bat,” the perp 
told the victim, according 
to police.

The woman managed to 
dodge it and was not injured.
 — Danielle Furfaro

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Cabinet caper
A burglar broke into a 

woman’s Henry Street home 
on July 31 — and took off 
with several diamond rings 
and bracelets worth a total 
of $71,000.

The crook entered the 
home between Pierrepont 
Place and Love Lane at 8 
pm, got into a locked wooden 
cabinet housing the pricey 
jewelry, and fled, officers 
say. 

Metro mugging
A jerk snatched a strap-

hanger’s iPhone out of her 
hands when her train entered 
the Hoyt-Schermerhorn 
streets station on July 31. 

The victim told police that 
she was on the A train at 4:30 
pm when the robber ripped 
the phone out of her hands 
and dashed off the train.  

Steel stolen
Thieves stole five tons 

of construction materials 
from Brooklyn Bridge Park 
on July 30. 

The site manager told 
police that the construc-
tion bars were last seen on 
Joralemon Street near Fur-
man Street at 7 am on July 

27. The metal rods are val-
ued at $15,000, and police 
say they suspect the theft as 
an inside job. 

Park sharks
Five teenage jerks stole 

iPhones from another group 
of teens at Brooklyn Bridge 
Park on July 31. 

The three teens told cops 
they were in the park near 
Atlantic Avenue and Fur-
man Street at 9:40 pm when 
the muggers approached 
them. 

“I have a gun in my bag,” 
one threatened as the bul-
lies demanded the victims’ 
smartphones. 

Police have used the iP-
hones’ tracking apps to trace 
the cellphones to Smith and 
Baltic streets, but no arrests 
have been made.

Pedal perp
A cycling crook snatched 

an iPhone out of a woman’s 
hands on Bergen Street on 
Aug. 2.

The victim said she was 
waiting for the bus near Third 
Avenue at 10:30 pm when the 
thief rolled by, grabbed the 
phone, and sped off. 

Fruit pursuit
Two thieves snatched a 

woman’s Apple phone on 
Orange Street on July 30 
— and managed to evade 
an off-duty cop who gave 
chase.  

The victim was between 
Hicks and Henry streets at 
12:53 am when the jerks 
grabbed her iPhone and 
ran down toward Pineap-
ple Street. An off-duty po-
lice officer dashed after the 
two thugs, when one turned 
around and threatened the 
officer with a broken bot-
tle, reports say. 

The thieves got away, 
and phone-tracking apps 
have been unsuccessful in 
locating them.

— Alfred Ng

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

I don’t
A crook swiped a $10,000 

engagement ring from a 
home on Fifth Street on 
July 29.

The 43-year-old victim 
told cops she left her dia-
mond ring, a watch, and gold 
bracelets in a drawer in her 
bedroom near Eighth Ave-
nue at 10 pm.

She came back at 9 pm 
the next day, discovered the 
jewelry gone, then later told 
cops a maid visited her home 
while she was away.

Gold grab
A jerk snatched some jew-

elry from a man on Fourth 
Avenue on Aug. 5.

The victim told cops he 
was with his family near De-
graw Street at 3:15 pm when 
a thug grabbed his gold chain 
and ran away.

Rubber raid
A perp swiped the tires off 

of a fancy car parked on But-
ler Street on July 30.

The victim told cops he 
parked a BMW near Nevins 
Street at 2 pm, came back the 
next day at 9:30 am and noticed 
his tires and rims gone.

Easy Mac
A jerk stole a laptop from 

a car parked on Eighth Street 
on Aug. 2.

The 29-year-old victim 
told cops he left his Mac-
Book Pro, a passport, and 
some credit cards inside a 
2009 Volkswagen parked 
near Seventh Avenue at 
1:30 am. He came back seven 
hours later and realized they 
had vanished.

Bike bandit
A thief stole two bicy-

cles from an upscale cy-
cling shop on Fifth Avenue 
on Aug. 1.

A worker told cops a crook 
swiped a Linus and a Sirrus 
bike — worth about $2,600 
in total— from a vehicle 
parked in front of Bicycle 
Habitat near 11th Street at 
1:30 pm.

Toyota taken
A thief stole a car parked 

on President Street on July 
30.

The 49-year-old victim 
told cops she parked her 
blue 2000 Toyota Camry near 
Eighth Avenue at 7:30 am, 
then came back the next eve-
ning and discovered it gone 
— and cops found no sign 
of broken glass.

Bad biker
A quick-moving jerk 

jacked a cellphone from a 
woman on Baltic Street on 
Aug. 8.

The 46-year-old victim 
told cops she was on her way 
home near Fourth Avenue at 
1 am when a man on a bike 
snatched the iPhone from her 
hand then sped away.

Speakers out 
A crook swiped some 

electronic goodies from a 
car parked on Third Ave-
nue on July 30.

The 39-year-old victim 
told cops he left his green 
1994 Toyota Corolla — full 
of speakers, a TV, and an am-
plifier — near Ninth Street 
at midnight, then came back 
seven hours later and spot-
ted his window broken and 
the electronics gone.

— Natalie O’Neill

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Heist times two
Perps robbed a Capi-

tal One branch on Fulton 
Street was twice last week 
— first on July 30 and again 
on Aug. 2.

Cops say a polo shirt-
wearing robber entered the 
bank at Clinton Avenue at 
10:40 am on July 30 and 
passed a note to the teller 
that said, “I have a gun on 
me. Need fifty-hundred. No 
dye packs. Blow up money. 
Nobody will get hurt thank 
you.”

The crook made off with 
$900, cops said.

Another crook entered the 
branch at 11:23 am on Aug. 
2, passed a note to the teller 
demanding money, and es-
caped away with $600.

Bricked
A jerk threw a brick at a 

woman in Fort Greene Park 
on July 30, striking her in 
the head.

The 46-year-old victim 
told cops she was in the park 
at 7:35 pm when someone at-
tacked her. Emergency per-
sonnel took the woman to 
the hospital.

Burgled
Police arrested three peo-

ple who they say stole three 
computers from a house on 
Cumberland Street on July 
30.

The victims told cops 
that the intruders entered 
the house between Lafay-
ette and Greene avenues at 
11:40 am, and made away 
with three Apple computers. 
Cops said they arrested three 
suspects on Aug. 1.

Motor-thefters
A speed demon stole a mo-

torcycle from Clinton Ave-
nue sometime between July 
28 and 30.

The 36-year-old victim 
told cops he left the bike 
between DeKalb and Wil-
loughby avenues at 8:30 pm 
on July 28. When he returned 
on July 30 at 11 am, he real-
ized it was missing.

Unlucky #7
A crook stole a woman’s 

purse from a restaurant on 
Greene Avenue on Aug. 1.

The 34-year-old victim 
told cops she was at No. 7 
near S. Oxford Street at 11 
pm when placed her pocket-
book beneath her seat.

She noticed it was miss-
ing 30 minutes later.

Stove-topped
Police arrested a suspect 

who they say stole a vintage 
stove on Washington Ave-
nue on Aug. 2. 

The 33-year-old victim 
told cops an intruder broke 
into his house between Wil-
loughby and Myrtle avenues 
at 6:15 pm and stole a stove 
dating back to 1953.

Cops said they picked up 
a suspect that night.

Biked away
A jerk stole a bicycle from 

a DeKalb Avenue apartment 
on Aug. 4.

The victim told cops 
someone took the two-
wheeler from his place be-
tween Carlton Avenue and 
Washington Park at 10:05 
am. 

Tires no more
A crook swiped the tires 

from a car parked on Clin-
ton Avenue overnight on 
Aug. 1.

The 35-year-old victim 
told cops he left his car be-
tween Fulton Street and At-
lantic Avenue at 11:30 pm. 
When he returned the next 
day at 8 am he noticed that 
all of his wheels were miss-
ing.

Double-phoned
A thief stole some elec-

tronics from a man on Greene 
Avenue early in the morn-
ing of Aug. 1.

The 23-year-old victim 
told cops he was at Washing-
ton Avenue at 3:10 am when 
the jerk approached him on 
a bicycle and stole his head-
phones and cellphone.

— Eli Rosenberg

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Apple picker
A crook made off with a 

Bay Ridge woman’s $3,100 
MacBook — plus $4,000 in 
other gadgets and jewelry — 
from her 94th Street home 
on Aug. 3, cops say.

The victim told police that 
she left her home between 
Third and Fourth avenues 
at 6:30 am, then came back 
at 6:15 pm to find her front 
door unlocked and her lap-
top, Bose radio, two exter-
nal hard drives, and a pair 
of pricey silver bracelets all 
missing.

Very tire-d
A thief stole the tires off 

of a sedan parked on Ridge 
Boulevard sometime be-
tween July 30 and Aug. 2, 
police report.

The victim said he parked 
his car near 81st Street at 8 
pm on Monday, and came 
back to move it on Thurs-
day. When he got there, 
though, he saw all his tires 
were gone. 

Generator X
A burglar swiped a $5,000 

generator from a Narrows 
Avenue construction site on 
Aug. 4, according to cops.

The victim said he left the 
machine behind a boarded 
fence at the site between 
79th and 80th streets at 5 
pm, and came back at 10 am 
the next day to see the ex-
pensive piece of equipment 
had been stolen.

Coin flip
A jerk stole a Bay Ridge 

man’s lease agreement and 
coin collection from his 95th 
Street apartment on Aug. 3, 
police report.

The victim said he left 
his home between Third and 
Fourth avenues at 10:45 am 
and came back at 2:30 pm to 
find his hobby ruined and 
his landlord-tenant con-
tract gone.

No safe-ty
A crook took the safe 

from a Chinese restaurant 
on Eighth Avenue on July 
31, cops report.

The owner of the eatery 
between 64th and 65th streets 
said that he closed up shop 
at 3 am and returned three 
hours later to find his safe 
containing $6,000 in cash 
missing. Police say the joint’s 
surveillance tapes show the 
perp breaking in and carry-
ing the lockbox out to his car, 
then speeding off.

— Will Bredderman

Literature stolen in home invasion

Call to advertise in The Brooklyn Paper: 

(718) 260-4552
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Very moving
Finding art in Brooklyn is as easy as a walk 

in the park.
The latest walking-centric art tour from Todd 

Shalom will challenge pedestrians to look at 
Prospect Park in a whole new way.

“I don’t want to give away too much of 
what we’ll do. We’ll do things like make a 

big shadow to give the 
sidewalk a break from 
the heat,” said Sha-
lom, whose Aug. 21, 
23, and 28 tours are 
called “Fabstractions.” 
“Then we’ll make the 
biggest shadow we can 
with our bodies.”

For the past two 
years, the artist and his 
friends have organized 

creative, interactive walks all over the city.
Not a stranger to minutiae, Shalom stud-

ied poetry in college, but quickly decided he 
wanted to move beyond the written word. 

His group, Elastic City, aims to create a “po-
etic exchange” between the walkers and their 
environment and foster new sensations that are 
often missing in the everyday stroll. 

“Fabstractions” at Prospect Park (43 Lin-
coln Rd. at Flatbush Avenue, elastic-city.org). 
Aug. 21, 23 and 28, $20. — Danielle Furfaro

A R T

Clowns aren’t just for party tricks — now 
they’re movie stars.

The nation’s only clown theater festival is re-
turning to Williamsburg next month — and this 
year it boasts a “clown-sourced” silent film.

Clown troupes from 
around the world filmed 
simple scenes such as 
“find a banana” or “fall 
down” using an iPhone 
app with a jerky hand-
cranked camera aes-
thetic and edited the 
footage into one collab-
orative piece accompa-
nied by piano.

“There’s a broad 
range of tradition and interpretation,” said or-
ganizer Audrey Crabtree. “It’s an emotional 
journey.”

Other shows at the festival include a clown 
interpretation of the Mary Shelley’s “Franken-
stein” — a rendition in which a nomadic traveler 
strikes up a relationship with a pig.

Don’t expect all of them to look like Bozo: 
some performers use the classic red nose; oth-
ers don’t.

Clown Theatre Festival at the Brick [575 
Metropolitan Ave. betw. Union Avenue and 
Lorimer Street in Williamsburg, (718) 907–
6189], Sept. 7–30. $15. — Natalie O’Neill

By Eli Rosenberg
The Brooklyn Paper

T
heater kids have the best parties.

A new theater night has attendees 
imbibe at the certain cues during the 

six 10-minute plays — getting audience 
members saucier as the dramas unfold.

“We tend to leave the craziest play or 
the funniest or the silliest to the end,” said 
UglyRhino executive producer Bryce Nor-
bitz. 

“We program it so the one you want 
to be more toasted for is at the end of the 
night. We want people to end in a good 
mood and stick around.”

It’s no surprise that for some theater-
goers, the drinks are the draw.

That means they’re a great way to lure 
new drama fans into attending the produc-
tions, which many of which are Brooklyn 
playwrights’ submissions and include orig-
inal scores and effects.

“The reason we started doing the drink-
ing game was that so many of the submis-
sions were so great, we wanted to work 
with more of these people,” said Norbitz, 
who says the company has worked with 
over 200 artists since it was founded, most 
of them from Brooklyn. 

The rapid-fire plays are just part of the 
UglyRhino’s ways to bring a party atmo-
sphere to community theater.

This month they’re offering a new 
“micro-season” of two mainstage plays 
at the Brooklyn Lyceum— an adapta-
tion of “The Awakening,” by Kate Chopin 
and a glam-rock musical called “GLAM-
DROMEDA.”

One $18 ticket to the UglyRhino’s show-
case gets a visitor a seat for two fully-pro-
duced plays, a live concert, a DJ’ed after-
party and a two free drinks inspired by 
the performances.

“It’s more like having a night out on 
the town, then just going to see a show 
as usual,” said Norbitz.

“We wanted to make it so you could see 
a play, a band, get a drink, dance, and not 
have to go to different places all night,” 
he said.

The Lyceum, a 102-year-old building 
on Fourth Avenue that was originally con-
structed to house an indoor pool, is one of 
the few venues that could support such a 
multi-faceted evening of drama and drink-

ing all under one roof, Norbitz said.
Theater-goers can also look forward to 

the UglyRhino’s Halloween event, where 
ticket holders will be treated to a gener-
ous six drinks per person.

UglyRhino’s micro-season at the 
Brooklyn Lyceum [227 Fourth Ave., 
between Union and President streets 
in Park Slope, (718) 857–4816. www.
brooklynlyceum.com] Aug. 15–31, on 
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays, as 
well as Saturday, Aug. 25. 8 pm. $18. 

Banana slip
C L OW N S

Rock protest
How do you make America more awesome?
You get young people involved in politics — and 

you do it while throwing a rock concert.
A nationwide concert series called the “Make 

America More Awesome Tour” features the bands 
Golden Bloom and Grown-up Noise as well as 
“Whitest Kids U Know” comedian Timmy Wil-

liams — who hosts faux 
rallies  for silly causes to 
prove greater points.

The next protest will 
be in support of vegan 
marriage in Park Slope 
to riff on the debate over 
gay marriage.

“We thought it’d be 
a good Brooklyn topic 
because there’s a lot of 

diverse culinary needs in the area,” Golden 
Bloom front-man Shawn Fogel said. “People 
should get that it’s a joke, it’s just a way of pok-
ing fun at the idea that two people who love 
each other can’t get married.”

Other than the preposterous politics, Wil-
liams, will provide ha-ha’s for every high note 
with his stand-up on topics like pornography, and 
Williamsburg doppleganger — Portland. 

And Golden Bloom is not unfamiliar with 
comedy, having started the rally concept with 
a music video for their song “ Rhyme the Rea-
son ,” where a Tea Party Protest is transformed 
into a series of non-sequiturs. 

Golden Bloom, Grown-up Noise, and Tim-
my Williams at Union Hall [702 Union St., be-
tween Fifth and Sixth avenues in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400, Unionhallny.com]. Aug. 17, 
7:30 pm, $8 / $10 doors. — Alfred Ng

C O M E DY

RERUN GASTROPUB
THEATER

RERUNTHEATER.COM
WWW.

Since 1985

S T E A K H OU S E

GREAT STEAKS
GREAT VALUE
Open Tuesday to Sunday  

for Lunch, Dinner, Private Parties

9519 Third Avenue, Bay Ridge
(Between 95th & 96th Streets)

718-745-3700
www.EmbersBayRidge.com

JEWELS BY SATNICK
187 State St. (between Court & Boerum)

718-852-1421
Open Tues-Fri 10am-6:30pm, Sat 11am-5pm

 License #1272660

WE’RE BUYING!
TOP DOLLAR PAID ON THE SPOT

It’s so easy to convert your unwanted gold 
jewelry and other gold items into quick cash. 
Call us toady for and appointment or come in 

and we will buy your items on the spot.

© 2012 PrimeLending, A PlainsCapital Company. Trade/service marks 
are the property of PlainsCapital Corporation, PlainsCapital Bank, or 
their respective affiliates and/or subsidiaries. Some products may not be 
available in all states. This is not a commitment to lend. Restrictions 
apply. All rights reserved.  PrimeLending, A PlainsCapital Company 
(NMLS no: 13649) is a wholly-owned subsidiary of a state-chartered 
bank and is an exempt lender in NY.

Lance Tarhan 
Senior Mortgage 
Banker 
212-257-7548
NMLS: 63835  

270 Madison Avenue, Suite 1801
New York, NY 10016

ltarhan@primelending.com 
lo.primelending.com/ltarhan

Over 20 Years Experience!
Mortgages without obstacles.

By Natalie O’Neill
The Brooklyn Paper

A 
Carroll Gardens street is 
giving new meaning to the 
term “blockbuster.”

A neighborly filmmaker is 
on a mission to help Brook-
lynites turn strangers into 
friends through a “film chal-
lenge” in which neighbors make 
short flicks using only people on 
their block as cast and crew.

Ryan O’Hara Theisen said he 
came up with the amateur film 
project “On my Block” after an 
ironic idea hit him: New York-
ers live so close to each other 
— but still don’t actually know 
the person next door.

“The idea bummed me out,” 
Theisen said.

“I realized I didn’t have a 
close connection with any of 
my neighbors.”

So Theisen, a  director  by 

trade, teamed up with neighbors 
near Union and Henry streets 
to make a film, which tracks 
the journey of a “junk camera” 
that gets left out on a Brook-
lyn stoop, picked up by neigh-
borhood residents, and left out 
again for others to take.

The camera gets an glimpse 
into the lives of the many dog-
walking, child-rearing, music-
playing, and even martial-arts-
training people who live next 

door to each other.
His neighbors-turned-crew 

members — who include a real 
estate agent, a graphic designer, 
and a musician — floated ideas 
for several scripts, voted on the 
best one, and then made it as a 
promo for the project.

Other teams — which must 
be comprised of at least four res-
idents on the block — can now 
make and submit movies for the 
 contest , which ends Oct. 31.

Fans will then cast votes on 
the best 15 submissions, which 
will be shown at a yet-to-be de-
termined space in November.

Theisen said making the 
movie and working with 
neighbors has given his block 
a “Cheers-like feel” — the kind 
where everybody knows your 
name.

Dram and drama
Watch plays, get plastered at Slope’s booze-infused show

Knock knock!
It’s your neighborhood fi lm crew

Bottom’s up: A ground-breaking theater 
company will combine libations with two 
plays, a live band, and a buzzing afterparty 
when it stages “GLAMDROMEDA” — a 
glam-rock musical that organizers from the  
troupe UglyRhino claim only gets better 
when the audience gets to drinking.
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Home movies: Ryan O’Hara Theisen launched a 
project that brings neighbors together to make 
short films.
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MUSIC, LIVE PERFORMANCES IN 
THE PARK: This event mimics the 
stoop experience by bringing to-
gether artists and the community 
into one space for a fun celebra-
tion in the park. Free. 2–7 pm. Fort 
Greene Park (300 Myrtle Ave & N. 
Portland), fokus.org. 

MUSIC, JAZZ AT BEDFORD STUYVE-
SANT CAFE: Brooklyn native Stix 
Bones will be performing a 2 hour 
concert hosted by the T-Cup Cafe. 
Free. 2 pm. The T-Cup Cafe (627 
Troop Ave. in Bedford Stuyvesant), 
www.thet-cupcafe.com. 

FUND-RAISER, HAITI FUND-RAISER, 
MUSIC, POETRY: Collective of 
Youth Lecon Stand up for the De-
velopment of Haiti is having their 
fi rst fund-raiser. $20. 7 pm–1 am. St 
Jerome school [465 E. 29 St. (347) 
663–8588], www.collectifdesje-
unes.org. 

MUSIC, THE JACKSONS AT SEASIDE 
CONCERT: The Jacksons re-unite 
for a show at Coney Island this 
summer. Free. 7:30 pm. Seaside 
Concert (West 21st Street and Surf 
Avenue in Coney Island). 

THEATER, JOIN THE CIRCUS!: So-
cial performance extravaganza 
is hosted by Gemini & Scorpio, 
originally an online dating service 
for creative, artistic young people. 
VIP tea salon $35, 9pm–late party 
$25, after 1 am $10. 8 pm–9 pm. 
Irondale Center [85 S. Oxford St. at 
Lafayette Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(718) 488-9233], www.irondale.org. 

MUSIC, NATURAL CHILD: Also playing 
are the Peoples Temple, and Liquor 
Store. $5. 8 pm. Brooklyn Bowl [61 
Wythe Ave. between N. 11th and N. 
12th streets in Williamsburg, (718) 
963-3369], www.brooklynbowl.com. 

DANCE PARTY, CARWASH THEME: 
Find a van sitting in the middle of 
the dance fl oor at this shenanigan 
driven dance party. $5. 11 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at Third Av-
enue in Gowanus, (718) 643-6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 

PARADE, UNIVERSAL HIP HOP: A 
parade route in Bed-Stuy dedicated 
to hip-hop culture and social justice, 
in the memory of Marcus Garvey. 
Free. 3:00pm. Marcus Garvey Bou-
levard, www.theuniversalhiphop-
parade.com. 

MUSIC, THE MAIN SEASON: They 
recently released a self-titled EP. 
7:30 pm. Union Hall [702 Union St. 
at Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638-4400], www.unionhallny.com. 

ENTERTAINMENT, WASSABASSCO 
BURLESQUE: Beautiful scantily clad 
women for your viewing pleasure. 
$12. 11 pm. Union Hall [702 Union 
St. at Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638-4400], www.unionhallny.
com. 

SUN, AUG. 12
MUSIC, WOODSTOCK BOWL: Sixties 

memorabilia show includes an as-
sortment of vendors selling all sorts 
of ‘60s music related goodies and 
collectibles. Free. 11 am. Brooklyn 
Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. between N. 
11th and N. 12th streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 963-3369], www.brook-
lynbowl.com. 

THEATER, “99% REDUCED FAT, OR, 
YOU CAN BANK ON US” STREET 
THEATER: A story of a gang mem-
ber transformed by Occupy Wall 
Street. Free. 2 pm. Herbert von 
King Park [Corner of Lafayette and 
Tompkins avenues in Bedford-

FRI, AUG. 10
BOOKS, PHOTO EXHIBITION: 

Olympic Portraits by Joe Klamar. 
POWERHOUSE Arena Hours: Mon-
day – Wednesday: 10 am – 7 pm, 
Thursday – Friday: 10 am – 8 pm, 
Saturday: 11 am – 8 pm, Sunday: 
11 am – 7 pm. Free. PowerHouse 
Arena [37 Main St. at Water Street 
in DUMBO, (718) 666-3049], www.
powerhousearena.com. 

ART, IF IT’S FREE, IS IT ART?: Nurtu-
reArt gallery exhibits artists ques-
tioning the value and the valuing of 
art. NurtureART [56 Bogart St. (718) 
782-7755], www.nurtureart.org. 

FILM, THE 2012 ART OF BROOKLYN 
FILM FESTIVAL:  Screenings of over 
45 World, NYC and Brooklyn Pre-
mieres in all genres. $10 online/$12 
at door and FREE. check for times. 
St. Francis College [180 Remsen St., 
between Court and Clinton streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 489-
5200], https://www.sfc.edu. 

STREET FAIR, SUMMER STROLL: 
Take a walk, listen to music, and 
have a relaxing dinner, all presented 
by the vendors and merchants on 
Third Avenue. Free. 6–10:30 pm. 
Third Avenue [Third Ave. 81st to 
89th streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 
748-9700]. 

MUSIC, AN EVENING WITH CAKE: 
The California-based alternative 
rock band Cake comes to Williams-
burg Park to rock out. $45. 6 pm. 
Williamsburg Park (North 12th St. 
and Kent Avenue in Williamsburg). 

DANCE, JAZZ TRIO: Accompanied by 
a jazz trio, show creatively combines 
movement with theatrical vocal 
renditions of jazz legends John Col-
trane and Miles Davis’ music. $15. 
7 pm. FreeCandy (905 Atlantic at 
St. James). 

MUSIC, LITTLE DRAGON AT CELE-
BRATE BROOKLYN: Swedish elec-
tro-soul sweetheart Little Dragon 
takes the stage at Celebrate Brook-
lyn. 7:30 pm. Prospect Park Band 
Shell [Prospect Park West and Ninth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 965-
8900], www.bricartsmedia.org/cb. 

DANCE PARTY, CRUEL SUMMER 
80S: Dance to old-school hip-hop, 
retro-Madonna and the one-hit-
wonders of the 80s at this time-trav-
elling party. $10. 8 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643-6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

MUSIC, CAN’T GET NO: Satisfaction 
is the international touring tribute 
show dedicated to the “World’s 
Greatest Rock & Roll Band.” $7. 
8pm. Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe 
Ave. between N. 11th and N. 12th 
streets in Williamsburg, (718) 963-
3369], www.brooklynbowl.com. 

SAT, AUG. 11
TOUR, CONEY ISLAND ON THE 

REAL: Join preservationist and life-
long Brooklyn resident Joe Svehlak 
for an exploration of America’s fi rst 
great seaside resort, aka “Sodom 
by the Sea.” $20. 10:30 am. Coney 
Island, (212) 935-2075, www.mas.
org/tours. 

Stuyvesant, (212) 254-1109], www.
theaterforthenewcity.net. 

MUSIC, NEPTUNE JAM: Classic 
rock and blues. Free. 4 pm. Peggy 
O’Neill’s [1904 Surf Ave. in Coney 
Island, (718) 449-3200], www.Nep-
tuneJam.com. 

MON, AUG. 13
READING, WORDS BY THE WATER: 

Enjoy readings along with a listen-
ing party, followed by a Q&A and 
signing. Free. 7 pm. East River State 
Park (Kent Avenue at N. 9th St in 
Williamsburg), www.wordbrook-
lyn.com. 

MUSIC, WHITE DENIM: They’re mix 
of jazz, punk, funk, country, acid 
rock, and piano ballads. $15. 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. be-
tween N. 11th and N. 12th streets 
in Williamsburg, (718) 963-3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com. 

TUES, AUG. 14
MUSIC, CARIBBEAN MUSIC: Sum-

merStage presents a group of 
intergenerational artists. Free. 
10:30–11:30 am. Underwood Park 
(Washington Ave. at DeKalb Av-
enue in Clinton Hill), www.nycgov-
parks.org. 

READING, BURG RESIDENT’S MEM-
OIR: Come talk local history with 
author as he presents his memoir 
about the transformation of Wil-
liamsburg. Free. 7 pm. Word (126 
Franklin St. at Milton Street. in 
Greenpoint), www.wordbrooklyn.
com. 

READING, BUDDHALAND BROOK-
LYN!: The story of a Buddhist priest 
who journeys from his quiet life in 
Japan to our crazy borough. 7:30 
pm. Greenlight Bookstore [686 Ful-
ton St. between S. Elliott Place and 
S. Portland Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(718) 246-0200], greenlightbook-
store.com. 

WED, AUG. 15
MUSIC, OUT OF THE BLUE: It’s 

outdoors, so bring a blanket and 
a chair. Free. 7 pm. Marine Park 
[Fillmore Ave. and E. 33rd Street in 
Marine Park, (718) 238–6044]. 

ELVIS, CONEY ISLAND VARIETY 
SHOW-ELVIS TRIBUTE: Clownvis 
Presley, will be present. $10. 9pm. 
Sideshows by the Seashore [1208 
Surf Ave. between W. 12th Street 
and Stillwell Avenue in Coney Is-
land, (718) 372-5159], www.coney-
island.com. 

WHERE TO
SATURDAY
August 11

Jackson 
four
There’s been a lot of 
Jackson family drama 
recently, involving 
Michael Jackson’s 
children, his estate, 
and even Diana Ross. 
Despite the turmoil, 
remaining members 
of Jackson 5 — that’s 
Jackie, Tito, Jer-
maine, and Marlon — 
are still planning on 
coming to Coney 
Island, having 
recently toured the 
United States in their 
“Unity Tour.”

7:30 pm at Seaside Sum-
mer Concerts (W. 21st 
Street and Surf Avenue in 
Coney Island, brooklyn-
concerts.com). Free.

SUNDAY
August 12

Best show 
ever
Leave your family at 
home to watch “The 
Mentalist” or “Extreme 
Makeover: Weight Loss 
Edition” and come to 
your real family — 
“Breaking Bad” fans. 
Watch the most recent 
episode in the master 
narrative of Walter 
White, the humble 
high school chemistry 
teacher-turned-meth 
dealer with like-
minded folks who 
know exactly what you 
mean when you’re rep-
pin’ the A-B-Q.

10 pm at the Brooklyn 
Winery [213 N. Eighth St., 
between Driggs Avenue 
and Roebling Street in 
Williamsburg (347) 763–
1506]. Free.

MONDAY
August 13

Savage 
English
The Olympics may 
have galvanized Lond-
ers to show some Brit-
ish pride, but the 
recent New Yorker and 
life-long Brit Martin 
Amis paints a gritty 
picture of modern 
England in his latest 
novel ,“Lionel Asbo: 
State of England.” The 
author will read from 
his nasty tale about a 
violent criminal from a 
rough London neigh-
borhood.

7 pm at the Granite 
Prospect of the Brooklyn 
Bridge Park [Pier 1 
entrance at Furman and 
Old Fulton streets. (718) 
222–9939. www.brook-
lynbridgepark.org). Free.

TUESDAY
August 14

Burg book
An abandoned lot has 
only a graffiti-covered 
car for company, but 
thousands rejoice 
under the vista of 
modern condos on the 
cover of “The Last 
Bohemia: Scenes from 
the Life of Williams-
burg,” a memoir by 
Robert Anasi. Hear 
him talk about his first 
apartment in the Wil-
liamsburg — a $300 
rental. No, it’s not a 
work of fiction.

7 pm at Word Bookstore 
[126 Franklin St. at Milton 
Street, (718) 383–0096, 
www.wordbrooklyn.com]. 
Free.

THURSDAY
August 16

Teeth party
Drink like a shark. Lis-
ten to “shark 
researcher” Hans Wal-
ters of the New York 
Aquarium discuss his 
work tagging and 
tracking the mass 
murderers of the seas 
— according to popu-
lar imagination. He’ll 
show the documen-
tary “Great White 
Highway,” a film 
about scientists who 
pursue the most 
famous great white, 
and enjoy the shark-
themed cocktail, the 
Land Shark.

Bell House [149 Seventh 
St., between Second and 
Third avenues, (718) 643–
6510, www.thebellhouse-
ny.com]. Free.
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Clear Healthy Skin
  isn’t it time you call?
Medical Services we accept:

GHI, HIP, 1199, AETNA, CIGNA, UNITED, OXFORD, 

HORIZON, HEALTHNET, MEDICARE, BLUE CROSS, 

MAGNACARE, AMERICHOICE, ELDERPLAN

Cosmetic Services  Botox, Restylane, 

Juvederm, Radiesse, Sculptra, Laser Hair Removal, 

Laser Tattoo Removal, Laser Vein Removal, Torn 

Earlobe Repair, Keloid Surgery…

Coolsculpting  Trim Fat, No Needles, No Downtime

254 Prospect Park West, Park Slope
136 West 17th Street, NYC

Javier Zelaya, MD
Verna Broughton, PA 718.832.3313

Can’t get no: The Stones cover band Satisfaction will bring their 
tribute to “the world’s greatest rock & roll band” to the Brooklyn 
Bowl on Aug. 10.
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Spend $50 and we’ll give you back  
$50 in Free Play.

See Genting Rewards for complete details.

MINUTES NOT HOURS AWAY

www.rwnewyork.com

Must be 18 years of age or older to play the New York Lottery Games. Please play responsibly. 

In Queens, near JFK Airport at Aqueduct Racetrack. Take  or Q37. 
Free shuttle at Jamaica/Sutphin Boulevard Station @ Archer Avenue.  

Shuttle access via LIRR or    trains. 

110-00 Rockaway Boulevard, Jamaica, NY 11420
Call toll free: 1-888-888-8801

New Members Only

FIRST

ON US 

$50

BAR SCRAWL By Bill Roundy

Lavender Lake [383 Carroll St., between Bond and Nevins streets in 
Gowanus, www.lavenderlake.com]. Open Mon–Fri, 4 pm–2 am; Sat, Sun, 
noon–2 am.

By Anthony Smith
for The Brooklyn Paper

A 
quaint, current, and af-
fordable miracle of a res-
taurant in Williamsburg, 

like all good things, has a 
long waiting list.

The pricing at the Scandi-
navian Frej has something to 
do with it. At $45, it’s not bad 
for a five course meal (the only 
option available to diners), but 
it’s especially good consider-
ing the chefs’ pedigree. They 
hail from the high-minded and 

high-priced Manhattan res-
taurant, WD-50, making the 
waiting list at this tiny res-
taurant more indicative of the 
quality of the food, than the 
bargain.

“It basically comes down 
to us doing everything our-
selves from scratch. We try to 
be smart about what we use 
and how we’re using it and 
the ways for what we’re us-
ing,” said Frederik Berselius, 
co-owner and executive chef 
at Frej. “We’re always serv-
ing one menu, and we know 
how many people we serve 
every week.” 

The truth about Frej’s food 
is that, at any price, you’d be 
lucky to eat it, but given its 
price tag, the pop-up may be 
inviting more than it can han-
dle. The wait-list stretches for-
ever, but cancellations happen 
all the time — so the patient 
are amply rewarded.

At its best, it is exemplified 
by dishes like the signature 
beef cooked in hay, a perfectly 
balanced plate of simple in-
gredients (beef served along-
side vibrant carrots cooked to 
perfection), bursting with nos-
talgia, whisking the eater far 
away to a happier time often 
only imagined. The dessert, an 
elderflower parfait with cher-
ries and shaved walnuts, is the 
confectionery equivalent of 
shaking a snow-globe for the 
first time.

My one criticism is that 
the inspired molecular gas-
tronomy, like the mussel pu-
ree adorning the squid, feels 
repetitive when reappear-
ing alongside a tea-braised 
pork belly course as a smear 
of smoked cheese. It was an 
opening hook that shouldn’t 
have continued so far into 
the song.

But this is nit-picking. Do 
yourself a favor, visit the web-
site, get on their mailing list, 
and look forward to the un-
expected surprise of getting 
an invitation to eat one of the 
best meals of your life.

Frej [90 Wythe Ave., at 
North 11th Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (347) 286–6241, 
www.frejnyc.com] 6–10 
pm, Mon.–Wed.

Worth the wait
Williamsburg restaurant is in demand

Make your reservation: 
Richard Kuo and Fredrik 
Berselius are the owners 
and executive chefs of 
the restaurant Frej.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
C

ar
o

lin
e 

M
. L

eF
ev

re

IN PRINT
Pick up The Brooklyn 
Paper every Friday across 
Greenpoint, Williamsburg, 
Downtown, Brownstone 
Brooklyn and Bay Ridge. Each 
print edition delivers news, arts, 
and entertainment, plus our 
original columnists, cartoonists 
and the world’s best Cyclones 
coverage in a convenient 
package. It’s one-stop shopping 
with excitement on every page.

ON THE WEB
No one else — no blog, 
no website, no “news 
aggregator” — covers 
our neighborhoods 
with the intensity of 
BrooklynPaper.com. The 
award-winning site is 
updated several times 
every day, offering fresh 

news, arts and features — faster, better and deeper 
than any other online publication. Visit it several times 
a day — to stay on top of the greatest city in the 
world: Brooklyn.

TWO WAYS TO LOVE

THE BROOKLYN PAPER
and BrooklynPaper.com
Your place for a full dose of Brooklyn!

NOW OPEN IN COBBLE HILL

266 COURT ST. (Between Kane & DeGraw) (347) 799-2902

Call ahead or order online at www.FiveGuys.com

By Kate Briquelet

The city is planning a major over-

haul of the base of Atlantic Avenue 

— where pedestrians have been play-

ing a game of “Frogger” since Brook-

lyn Bridge Park’s Pier 6 opened last 

year — and it looks like the pedestri-

ans have won.

The Department of Transportation’s 

plan — to be built out later this sum-

mer — will dedicate much less road-

way to cars and much more space to 

pedestrians and bicyclists.

At Atlantic Avenue and Furman 

Street, the eastbound and westbound 

lanes will be reduced from 40 feet wide 

to 20 feet. Two northbound lanes on 

Columbia Street, about 15 feet each, 

will be shaved down to 12 feet to make 

room for foot traffic.

Here’s a breakdown:

sidewalk and two-way bike path at Co-

lumbia Street, between Atlantic Ave-

nue and the BQE entrance. Barriers 

will separate car lanes and the bikeway, 

which will replace one lane of south-

The majority of Catholic 

churchgoers in Brooklyn we 

spoke to disagree with Bishop 

Nicholas DiMarzio’s  edict to ban 

politicians who voted for same-

cial appearances at church events  

and to decline donations from any 

politician who approves of gay 

marriage.
The borough’s top Catho-

lic grabbed headlines last week 

when he made the proclamation 

following the state legislature’s 

couples to marry.

But not all members of his flock 

agree with the bishop stance that 

the law is a “nail in the coffin” of 

traditional marriage that would 

destroy “the single most important 

institution in human history.”

“I take what I need from my 

religion and ignore what I don’t 

agree with,” said Carroll Gardens 

resident Amy Cacciola, who at-

tends mass at Sacred Hearts & 

St. Stephen Church on Summit 

Street at Carroll Street. “He’s a 

bit out of touch.”

Other critics said DiMarzio 

should not have thrust the church 

into the center of a debate that en-

gulfed lawmakers — and capti-

vated the public — for much of 

last month.

Faithful, bishop, at odds over same-sex marriage

Here’s what parishioners from across Brooklyn had to say about Bishop Nicholas 

DiMarzio’s decision to ban state officials who voted for same-sex marriage from 

participating in church and school functions:

“I completely 

disagree [with the 

bishop]. Relation-

ships should be 

based on love — 

don’t mix religion 

and politics.”

“I’m proud of the 

bishop. [His posi-

tion] is perfect.”
“Churches don’t 

have to be in-

volved in politics. 

I don’t think that 

the church should 

be saying these 

things.”

“Everybody 

should be able to 

get married, no 

matter who it is.”

“I don’t think that the [bishop] 

should be saying these things,” 

said Humberto Chavez, a mem-

ber of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

in Sunset Park. “I don’t think the 

church should be involved in pol-

itics.”
DiMarzio announced his 

edict two days after Gov. An-

drew Cuomo signed the bill le-

advised parishes and schools to 

refuse any awards or honors from 

state officials who supported the 

measure, and barred them from 

appearing at special events such 

as graduations, though not from 

attending religious services.

Shortly after his proclamation 

was released, Our Lady of Mt. 

Carmel’s parish school in Wil-

liamsburg returned a $50 schol-

arship check from Assemblyman 

Joe Lentol (D–Williamsburg), a 

gay nups supporter.

The controversial position also 

sparked an outcry from marriage 

equality advocates, many of whom 

are  planning a celebration at Bor-

A planned revamp for the base of Atlantic Avenue will help prevent 

the “Frogger” style escape people face when they leave Pier 6.

Panel approves more pedestrian-friendly entrance to park

bound traffic on Columbia Street. 

of Atlantic Avenue across from Fur-

man Street will be replaced with a pe-

destrian plaza giving parkgoers stuck 

walking along the Pier 7 fence more 

room to navigate.

at Atlantic Ave and the park entrance 

and a pedestrian island will be built in 

the middle of Atlantic Avenue, between 

Columbia and Furman streets.

will be built on the north side of Atlan-

tic Avenue at the BQE on-ramp. 

The B63 bus will also no longer make 

a U-turn at the base of Atlantic Ave-

nue and instead be rerouted onto park 

roadways, city officials said. 

Since the southern leg of Brooklyn 

By Daniel Bush

Get ready for a tidal wave of traffic 

on Pacific Street.

A city plan to  reroute Fourth Avenue 

traffic down Pacific  between Fourth and 

Flatbush avenues goes into effect later 

this month and the change, intended 

to unclog the triangle where Flatbush, 

Fourth and Atlantic avenues meet across 

from developer Forest City Ratner’s 

$1-billion Barclays Center, has some 

residents fearing a never-ending traf-

fic jam on small blocks nearby.

Under the  permanent change , which 

has been pushed back from July 15 to on 

or around July 29, cars headed Down-

town on Fourth Avenue will no longer 

be able to get directly to Flatbush Ave-

nue. Instead, cars headed toward cen-

tral Brooklyn can turn right onto Pacific 

Street, which will change from a one-way 

westbound to eastbound between Fourth 

and Flatbush avenues. Once down Pacific, 

cars can continue onto Flatbush.

For cars headed toward the Manhat-

Kate Briquelet

Sayonara, thieves!

A local karate master is so 

fed up with muggings in Fort 

Greene Park that she’s teaching 

women to strike and snap-kick 

any attacker who comes their way 

—with martial arts classes held 

in the greenspace itself.

“Enough is enough!” said 

Beverly Bradley, a 42-year-old 

Bedford-Stuyvesant black belt 

who started to include self-de-

fense moves in all of her body-

toning classes in March. “These 

things make me crazy. You have 

KARATE CHOP 
Sensei teaches self-defense classes 

in crime-plagued Fort Greene Park

Not even reporter Kate Briquelet (right) can match Beverly Bradley’s mugger-beating skills!

Visiting Parisienne Gentry Lane places pooch Napoleon in 

a mock guillotine in the annual Bastille Day celebration on 

Smith Street on July 10. 

In the doghouse
By Alex Rush

A new ice cream parlor that just 

opened on the Coney Island Board-

walk could be the first phase of an 

Italian invasion that would trans-

form the People’s Playground’s 

honky-tonk waterfront into a ha-

ven for espresso-loving brunchers 

who controls the lease wants it. 

An Italian restaurateur opened 

Coney’s Cones, a gelato cafe, on 

Saturday, and plans to open three 

more restaurants that will give the 

summer. He is leasing the space 

from Boardwalk landlord Cen-

tral Amusement International, the 

Italian company that runs Luna 

Park and took control of the strip 

last year.
 “The Boardwalk should be a 

place where you can sit outside, re-

co-owner Michele Merlo, who 

opened the shop with business 

partner Julio Gonzalez.

The duo plans to open an Ital-

ian seafood spot called Da Ponte 

(“by bridge” in English,) a yet-to-

be named beer garden, and an inter-

national food court called Mundo 

Espresso with your hot dog?

Italian shops to reshape 

Coney Island Boardwalk

(Spanish for “world”).

The Boardwalk makeover was 

 first reported  by NY1. 

The transformation sets in mo-

tion the vision of Central Amuse-

ments CEO Valerio Ferrari who 

 told us last year  that he would 

like the Boardwalk to become 

but most of them battled their 

evictions in court and  settled 

with Central Amusement to 

stay on for a final summer . 

The agreement stipulates that 

they cannot protest when their 

leases end on Oct. 31.

But most still insist that they 

Julio Gonzalez, co-owner 

of Coney’s Cones, says that 

his shop has some of the 

best ice cream and italian 

ices in town.

See CATHOLICS  on page 11

See KARATE  on page 11

See ATLANTIC  on page 11

See PACIFIC  on page 11

By Natalie O’Neill

A group of cyclists is demanding 

that the city paint bike symbols on the 

To clear up hazy bike-and-walk-

ing path rules — which shift during 

the park’s car-free hours — cyclists 

are circulating a petition to rejigger 

street symbols to reflect how the park 

loop is most often used.

Petitioner Mark Simpson — who 

broke his elbow in a collision with a 

rogue skater — says the street has be-

ers and rollerbladers, who simply 

don’t know the “bike lane” is actu-

ally reserved for walkers 90 percent 

of the time.

“It’s not clear at all,” Simpson said. 

“You should be able to walk into the 

park and know what to do.”

At least three “serious” accidents 

have occurred in the park this year, 

one of which involved a cyclist who 

Cyclist Mark Simpson wants safer 

conditions in Prospect Park.

See BIKES  on page 11
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parked right outside my 
door on most days,” she 

said. “The fact that the 
community is supporting 
these non-local vendors is 
beyond ignorant.”The Park Slope Civic 

Council and the Fifth Av-
enue Business Improve-
ment District have also 
lodged complaints with 

the Alliance. But Alliance spokesman 
Eugene Patron said that the 

food truck confab will ben-
efit the community.“There are concerns every 

time there is a big change,” said 
Patron. “But we strongly be-
lieve that having something so 
exciting happening at the park 
only increases interest in — and 

exploration of — the neighbor-
hood around it.”Pullicio hungrily dis-

agrees. 
“All the trucks do for us is 

leave a mess for the Sanitation 
Department to clean up with 
taxpayer dollars. So for them 
to swoop in out of nowhere and 
steal away our business in the 
height of our season is beyond 
infuriating.”Susan Povich, who plans to 

make her popular Red Hook 
Lobster Pound truck a regular 
at the rallies, bristles at these 
accusations.  “We are all responsible busi-

ness owners. We clean up after 
ourselves, accrue our fair share 
of expenses and between us, 

By Sarah Zorn
Grand Army Plaza’s food 

truck rally has become a food 
fight.

The Prospect Park Alliance’s 
decision to expand its  one-
time festival  into a monthly 
event — to be held on the 
third Sunday of every 
month until Oct. 16 — 
has inflamed many lo-
cal business owners.“This neighborhood is being 

exploited by a fad,” fumed Jan-
ice Pullicio, owner of Naidre’s 
café on Seventh Avenue near 
12th Street. “We pay rent and 
taxes in the Park Slope com-
munity. Considering the eco-
nomic hardship of the past few 
years, Prospect Park should be 

By Aaron Short
Southern Brooklyn is on the wrong 

side of the digital divide.Mayor Bloomberg announced that 

the city and AT&T would provide free 

wireless services in 20 parks, includ-

ing Prospect Park, McCarren Park, and 

Brooklyn Bridge Park. But none of those locations are south 

of 15th Street — leaving residents from 

Windsor Terrace to Sheepshead Bay 

feeling digitally duped.Bloomberg defended the program 

in a weekly radio address, saying it 

would give New Yorkers a reason to 

“get outside and enjoy our beautiful 

parks,” while also doing their work 

in them.
“And on a nice summer day, there’s 

simply no better place in the world,” 

The ‘digital divide’
Mayor’s park-Wi-Fi plan cuts off most of boro

Park Slope merchants object to new monthly truck rally

A city program to bring wireless 

Internet into the parks will only 

benefit the ultra-hip northern 

part of the borough, where Wi-Fi 

is practically everywhere already. 

said Bloomberg, who made his fortune 

building technology to help the finan-

cial industry.“We’re digitally behind — there’s 

already little bandwidth here and the 

phone service is terrible,” said Renee 

Giordano, executive director of the Sun-

set Park BID. “We need to bring free 

Wi-Fi to the commercial strip and Sun-

set Park, and bring the community up 

to par with other neighborhoods.”
A Parks Department spokesman said 

that AT&T’s wireless contract does not 

preclude the city from expanding Wi-

Fi to other parks through other arrange-

ments, but there are no plans to do so 

at this time.As a result, the digital chasm between 

North and Southern Brooklyn could 

widen. Studies have shown that individ-

Jennifer Aguirrie can enjoy Wi-Fi 

in Brooklyn Bridge Park, thanks 

to an initiative to get 20 city 

parks outfitted this summer.

Do trucks like these hurt local businesses? Some mer-

chants in Park Slope think so, and are objecting to a 

new monthly “Food Truck Rally” in Prospect Park.

By J.J. Despain and Aaron Short

New York Waterway launched 
its much-anticipated ferry fleet 
on Monday, shuttling Manhat-
tan-bound commuters across 
the East River  for the first time 
since 2009 .A boatload of giddy pub-

lic officials, including Mayor 
Bloomberg, cut a ceremonial 
ribbon and boarded a 76-foot 
catamaran in Williamsburg to 
celebrate the ship’s maiden voy-
age to Midtown — the result of 
a three-year,  $9.3-million sub-
sidy by the city .Bloomberg called the money 

an investment in the city’s wa-
terfront development. 

“The new ferry service will 
augment growth of Brooklyn 
neighborhoods and make it eas-
ier for New Yorkers to commute 
from and get to these residen-
tial neighborhoods and water-
front parks,” he said.The new service will make 

stops at Fulton Ferry Landing 
in DUMBO, Schaefer Landing 
and Northside Pier in Williams-

By Alex Rush
Most bikinis only charge 

the libido, but a Downtown de-
signer has invented a sun-pow-
ered bikini that can also charge 

iPods.
The Solar Bikini, made by An-

drew Schneider, has USB sock-
ets sewn into the fabric of the 
bottom piece. Schneider, who 
lives on Red Hook Lane between 

Fulton and Livingston streets, 
lined the suit with 40 paper-thin 
panels called photovoltaic cells. 
The panels convert the sun’s ra-
diation into electricity that can 

By Thomas Tracy and Haru Coryne
The walls are closing in on 

Rep. Anthony Weiner.The Democratic firebrand 
whose cyber romps with at least 
six women has left his personal 
life and political career in sham-
bles — and has made him a raun-
chy gift that keeps on giving to 
local tabloids and late-night 
jokesters — is within a hair’s 
breadth of resigning, political 
insiders said on Tuesday.Weiner’s impending decision 

comes as fellow Democrats — 
including President Obama — 
encouraged the Sheepshead Bay 
Democrat to step down as “Wein-
ergate” enters its third week.

“If it was me, I would resign,” 
Obama told NBC’s “Today Show” 
on June 14. “Obviously, what he 
did was highly inappropriate. He’s 
embarrassed himself — he’s ac-
knowledged that — and he’s em-
barrassed his wife and family.”

Weiner’s  lurid online romances  
first came to light on May 27, 
when he tried to send a soft core 
tweet of his groin to a 21-year-
old Seattle co-ed, but acciden-
tally sent the picture to his 50,000 
Twitter followers.The seven-term legislator ini-

tially lied that his Twitter account 
had been hacked, but finally came 
clean about sending the raunchy 
photo and  having online relations 
with at least five other women .

Weiner held firm then that 
he would not step down, claim-
ing he hadn’t use congressional 
computers or phones for his cy-
ber dalliances.But more revelations have 

emerged:

come forward disputing Wein-
er’s claims that he never used 

The “Yogi Berra,” part of the new East River ferry fleet, 

docks at Brooklyn Bridge Park in DUMBO.

By Daniel Ng
A beloved stuffed animal lost by 

a traumatized 2-year-old in a Cob-
ble Hill playground last month is 
facing torture and a painful death 
— unless the tot’s horrified mother 
meets the “kidnapper’s” demand for 
$10,000 worth of cupcakes.

Gluten- and peanut-free, no 
less.

It might just be a joke — but 

Susannah Bortner isn’t willing to 
take that chance.“I would gladly bake 10,000 cup-

cakes,” Bortner said, thinking of 
her toddler, Donovan, and his lost 
bear, Mr. Bear. “There is a part of 
me wishing this is real.” Alas, it likely is not.But there are a million stories in 

the naked city — few more grip-
ping, heart-rending and less-plau-

‘Kidnappers’ want $10,000 in 
cupcakes for toddler’s darling

David Palmer and Susannah Bortner just want son Donovan’s 

beloved teddy bear back unharmed. Someone responded to 

their “Lost” poster by posting a ransom note below it.

Ready for a charge?

WHO LOVES THE SUN? A Brooklyn designer is selling solar-powered bikinis that 

energize iPods and phones (among other things).

Designer’s solar bikini can power your iPod

burg, and India Street in Green-
point every 20 to 30 minutes for 
14 hours a day. The ferry is free until June 24, 

when water commuters will pay 
$4 for a single ride or $140 for a 
monthly pass. There’s a $1 sur-
charge for bikes.The last company to ferry pas-

sengers across the East River 
pulled up anchor two years ago 

Seven days he’d like to forget

congressional equipment. Lisa 
Weiss, a Democratic volunteer 
from Las Vegas, claimed that 
she and Weiner had phone sex 
on congressman’s private office 
line in August, 2010. And the web-

site TMZ published pictures that 
Weiner, clad only in a towel in the 
Congressional gym, apparently 
sent to another woman.

By Meredith Deliso
The Weiner jokes haven’t 

gone limp yet.The Park Slope bar Der 
Kommissar is capitalizing on 
the Midwood congressman’s 
fall from grace with — what 
else? — a hot dog special fea-
turing two “Anthony Weiners” 
for $6

At about six-and-a-half 
inches, this wiener a little big-
ger than average (of course, we 
mean the average hot dog. Get 

your mind out of the gutter). 
The good news is that this An-

thony Weiner is a lot more palat-
able than the congressman.“There’s more kick to them,” 

said griller Joshua Gabriel. 
“They’re meatier and heftier 
than most. And we’ll keep selling 
them until the joke gets old.”

Someone needs to tell him 
that this joke is never going 
to get old.

Slope bar offers two for $6

By Natalie O’Neill
The whole country may 

have a beef with groin-
Tweeting Rep. Anthony 
Weiner, but Brooklynites 
say his “scandal” is really, 
um, no big thing.There’s been plenty of 

moralizing over Weinergate, 
but sending sexy photos — 
via phone or Internet — has 
become pretty “normal,” say 
borough singles, sex thera-
pists and shop owners.“I’ve done it,” said Sa-

mantha Bard, owner of 
 Shag, a sex toy shop in Wil-
liamsburg.  “If you stood on 
the corner of Bedford Av-
enue and North Seventh 
Street, I bet eight out of 
10 people would say they 
have, too.”Or how about nine out of 

10? That’s how many folks 
we interviewed who said 
they had either sent or re-
ceived nude or risqué photos 
via phone or Internet.“It’s not taboo; it’s not 

even weird,” said skate-

Samantha Bard, owner  
of Shag, does it.

Joshua Gabriel shows off the Anthony Weiner at the 

Austrian-styled bar Der Kommissar in Park Slope.

amid complaints that the city 
failed to subsidize the service 
to allow the company to make 
any money.This time around, New York 

Waterway CEO Paul Goodman 
said the city’s support, two new 
piers, and the frequency of ferry 
service would keep their com-
pany afloat.“The city’s subsidizing our 

service allows us to offer rush 
hour frequency which is differ-
ent than any previous attempt to 
provide commuter service,” said 

By Dan MacLeod
Verizon broke the law — and 

the city let it do so — when it 
installed 20-foot-tall Fiberglass 
poles in historic districts in Green-
point and Flatbush without get-
ting permission to do so.The telecommunications gi-

ant says that it is installing the 
poles as access points to its under-

ground network of high-speed In-
ternet and TV cables. But some of 
those poles are in historic districts, 
and the company  broke the law  
by failing to clear them with the 
Landmarks Preservation Com-
mission — even though it got 
permits from the Department 
of Transportation.In Greenpoint, neighbors 

Turns out new posts are illegal

Verizon has installed a 
new pole on historic Mil-
ton Street in Greenpoint. 
Neighbors are not happy.

See BEAR  on page 11

See FOOD  on page 11

supporting, not hindering, lo-
cal businesses.”Melissa Murphy, owner of 

Sweet Melissa Patisserie on 

Seventh Avenue near First 
Street, agreed. “I am paying so much money 

on rent, and there is a truck 

See WI-FI  on page 11

See FERRY  on page 11

See BIKINI  on page 11

See POLE  on page 11 See SEXT  on page 5

See WEINER  on page 5
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1-888-FIDELIS (1-888-343-3547)
(TTY: 1-800-421-1220) • fideliscare.org

angel

That's why we cover kids with quality, affordable 
health insurance through Child Health Plus,

a New York State-sponsored health insurance program offered by Fidelis Care.

• If your child needs health insurance, Fidelis Care can help.
•  Almost every child up to age 19 in New York State is eligible!
•  And, we help members keep their health insurance each year.

To Fidelis Care, every child is an angel.

Quality Health Coverage. It’s Our Mission.
Some children who had employer-based health insurance coverage within the past six months may be subject to a waiting period before they 

can enroll in Child Health Plus. This will depend on your household income and the reason your children lost employer-based coverage. 

By Max Molishever
for The Brooklyn Paper

I
f you want Dolly Parton, a 
Brooklyn band has got her 
covered.
The positive, down-to-earth 

wisdom of the legendary (and still 
very much active — check her 
Facebook for updates) pop singer 
has inspired four young perform-
ers to assemble the Doll Parts, a 
Dolly Parton cover band.

But instead of having one 
singer play the role of Queen 
of Country Music, the whole 
band is hollering her hits, like 
the bluegrass classic, “I Feel 
the Blues Moving In.”

“The great thing about this 

group is we don’t have a sin-
gle Dolly,” band member 
Shane Chapman said. “We’re 
all Dolly.”

And they’re not just singing 
pop-hits karaoke-style — these 
performers embrace the story-
telling nature of county music, 
riffing off the themes common 
in Parton’s music, like persever-
ance, and forgiveness.

In one performance, Shane 
Chapman admitted he had gotten 
his girlfriend’s car towed — and 
then proceeded to sing “Please 
Don’t Stop Loving Me.”

But this cover band isn’t sat-
isfied with being the premier 
“Jolene”-singing band perform-
ing for Brooklyn’s not-so-coun-

try-savvy audiences, who know 
Parton more for her figure than 
her tunes.

They want the audience to 
call Tennessee their mountain 
home, as well.

“When you include the audi-
ence, which is a major part of 
our show, it gets them really into 
it and feel like Dolly,” Maggie 
Robinson said. “We’re building 

a Dolly community.”
In addition to encouraging lis-

teners to sing-along, Doll Parts 
has also connected parts of pop 
music from other genres with 
Dolly’s music, such as their ver-
sion of Dolly’s “9 to 5” to the 
music of Destiny’s Child.

Also in attendance will be 
The Gentlemen Callers, a band 
that is known for playing 1960s 
country classics. The combina-
tion of these two bands has the 
Doll Parts thinking no one can 
afford to miss this lineup.

“Bring your boots and your 
sparkle, because it’s going to 
be a lot of fun,” said a fellow 
Doll Parts singer, Julia Sirna-
Frest.

Playing a Parton
Cover band pays tribute to country queen

Doll Parts at Union Hall 
[702 Union St., between 
Fifth and Sixth avenues in 
Park Slope. (718) 638–4400, 
w w w.un ionha l lny.com] . 
Aug. 16, 7:30 pm, $7.

M U S I C

By Colin Mixson
The Brooklyn Paper

A 
Downtown Filipino food stand 
is hosting a one-of-a-kind eat-
ing contest, challenging adven-

turous foodies and champion glut-
tons to eat as much balut as they 
can in one minute. 

And what is balut, you ask? Why, 
it’s duck fetus, of course.

“You can see the beginning of 
eyes and a beak,” said Nicole Pon-
seca, CEO of the eatery, which op-
erates out of a shipping container 
at the Dekalb Market. “I call it 
Daffy.”

To be more precise, balut is the 
fertilized egg of a duck, which is 
frozen 11 to14 days before it’s ex-
pected to hatch. It’s then boiled for 
20 minutes, and served with salt 
and suka, a vinegar derived from 
sugar cane.

“If you’re lucky, you might find 
some feathers,” executive chef 
Miguel Trinidad said.

The food is a favored snack 
among Filipinos, who happily pop 
back dozens of the almost-devel-
oped avians at any time of the day, 
according to Ponesca, who claims 
she saw some people putting away 
20 at a time on a three-month back-
packing trip in the Philippines.

“I wouldn’t recommend eating 
that much though,” she said. “Too 
much cholesterol.”

Still curious? There’s actually 
four parts to an embryonic duck 
dish. 

First there’s the shell, which is in-
edible, like any other fowl’s egg.

Next comes some tasty embry-
onic fluid to drink. Just imagine 

yourself holding a tea cup, and sip 
it. Then imagine the tea is embry-
onic fluid.

After that, there’s the egg yolk, 
which is thicker and more rich than 
your typical unfertilized egg.

Beneath that thick yellow layer 

of yoke lies the final fetal prize — 
duck embryo!

But what does it taste like? 
As part of The Brooklyn Paper’s 

in-depth balut coverage, this intrepid 
reporter fearlessly devoured not 
one, but two servings of the Fil-
ipino delicacy.

All-in-all it tastes rather like 
any other egg, albeit, a bit on the 
rich side. 

The duck itself tastes like chicken 
— a slimy, gamey chicken, whose 
chance at life, sadly, fell just short 
of fruition.

So far, only two adventurous 
Brooklynites have signed up to 
compete in the off-beat eating 
contest — so there’s still time for 
weird-food lovers with a compet-
itive edge, if they want to face off 
to see who can eat the most fertil-
ized egg in one minute. Those in-
terested can sign up on Twitter at 
@MarharlikaNYC.

Maharlika Filipino Moderno has 
two locations, including the soon 
to close stall in the Dekalb Market, 
but balut is only a regular menu of-
fering at their main branch in Man-
hattan — for those who want to eat 
theirs at a slower pace.

Balut Eating Contest at Deka-
lb Market [138 Willoughby St. be-
tween Gold Street and Flatbush 
Avenue in Downtown Brooklyn, 
(212) 529–9262, dekalbmarket.
com] Aug. 23, 3 pm.

Beaking the competition
Outdo Cool Hand Luke, eat fertilized eggs for sport

Yum!: Balut may not be the most succulent looking dish, but it 
doen’t taste half bad. Kind of like chicken, except slimier.
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Laying down tunes: The resemblance isn’t immediately clear, but the members of this Dolly 
Parton cover band have a little Dolly inside of each of them.
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THURS, AUG. 16
FILM, “TOY STORY 3”: It’s 

outdoors, so don’t forget 
the blanket and popcorn. 
Free. Sunset. East River 
State Park (N. 8th St. and 
Kent Avenue in Williams-
burg), www.townsquare-
inc.com. 

MOVIES, THE BIG CHILL 
(R): It’s outdoors, so bring 
a blanket. Free. 6 pm. 
Brooklyn Bridge Park [334 
Furman Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222-9939], 
www.brooklynbridgepark.
org. 

READING, OCCUPY WALL 
STREET STORIES: Discus-
sion of the Black experi-
ence and participation in 
Occupy Wall Street. 6 pm. 
MoCADA [80 Hanson Pl. 
at South Portland Avenue 
in Fort Greene, (718) 230-
0952], www.mocada.org. 

FUND-RAISER, PINOT FOR 
PINK: Raising money for 
breast cancer care, re-
search, and awareness of 
the disease among young 
professionals. Free. 7 
pm. Brooklyn Winery (213 
North 8th St.) pinotfor-
pink.eventbrite.com. 

BOOKS, COMIC EXTRAVA-
GANZA!: The lives of 
comic book pioneers in 
the United States. 7:30 
pm. Greenlight Bookstore 
[686 Fulton St. between 
S. Elliott Place and S. 
Portland Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 246-0200], 
greenlightbookstore.com. 

TALK, SECRET SCIENCE 
CLUB: Enjoy a shark 
themed cocktail. Free. 
7:30 pm. Bell House [149 
Seventh St. at Third Av-
enue in Gowanus, (718) 
643-6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

MUSIC, DANIEL WAYNE: 
He’s very good live. free. 
8 pm. The Way Station 
[683 Washington Ave. in 
Prospect Heights, (347) 
627-4949], waystationbk.
blogspot.com. 

FRI, AUG. 17
MUSIC, R&B: Featuring 

Tony Terry, Shai and Men 
at Large. $40 presale, 
$50 door. 6:30 pm. The 
Lab [1428 Fulton St. (718) 
864–9611], www.pnppro-
duction.net. 

MUSIC, CITY SOUNDS: It’s 
outdoors so bring a blan-
ket and a chair. Free. 7 
pm. Parkville [65th St. and 
Eighth Avenue in Benson-
hurst, (718) 238–6044]. 

MUSIC, HOT SUGAR: Sam-
ples human bones, a snor-
ing neighbor, gusts from 
a hurricane, and more. 
$8-$10. 9 pm. Spike Hill 
Tavern [184 Bedford Ave. 
at N. Seventh Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 218-
9737], www.spikehill.com. 

MUSIC, FOX AND 
BRANCH: A set of 
old-timey country and 
acoustic blues, featuring 
guitars, fi ddle, banjo and 
washboard. $10. 9 pm. 
Jalopy [315 Columbia St. 
between Hamilton Av-
enue and Woodhull Street 
in Columbia Street Wa-
terfront, (718) 395-3214], 
www.jalopy.biz. 

SAT, AUG. 18
MUSIC, DASHBOARD CON-

FESSIONAL: Dashboard 
Confessional frontman 
Chris Carrabba will per-
form a solo show. $30. 
7:30 pm. Music Hall of 
Williamsburg [66 N. 
Sixth St. between Kent 
and Wythe avenues in 
Williamsburg, (718) 486-
5400], www.musichallof-
williamsburg.com. 

ART PARTY: Art for Progress 

returns to The Paper Box 
in East Williamsburg for 
a new monthly multime-
dia experience showcas-
ing some of the fi nest 
emerging talent NYC has 
to offer, taking place on 
Saturday nights the third 
week of each month. $8. 
8:00PM. The Paper Box 
[17 Meadow St. in East 
Williamsburg, (718) 383-
3815], www.paperboxnyc.
com. 

COMMUNITY SERVICE, 
MEMORIAL RUN: Join 
Fort Hamilton Survivor 
Outreach Services for a 
four mile run in memory 
of those who have died in 
the Iraq and Afghanistan 
wars. 9 am. Shore Road 
Promenade [Shore Road 
Promenade in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 630-4772]. 

STREET WASHINGTON 
AVENUE: Take a walk, 
enjoy the shops. Wash-
ingtone Avenue [Between 
Prospect Place and St. 
Marks Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638-7700], 
www.washington-avenue.
org. 

READING, BOOZY 
BRUNCH: Author will 
be presenting his book 
(and some drinks!) in an 
event sponsored by local 
gin and whisky crafters, 
Breuckelen Distillery. 
Free. 2 pm. Word (126 
Franklin St. at Milton 
Street. in Greenpoint), 
www.wordbrooklyn.com. 

SUN, AUG. 19
MUSIC, SPAGHETTI EAST-

ERN MUSIC: Acoustic 
powered vocal tunes and 
ambient/funk/ techno 
guitar instrumentals. 
Free/Donation. 2 pm. 
Brooklyn Waterfront 
Artists Coalition [499 
Van Brunt St., near Reed 
Street in Red Hook, (718) 
596-2506], www.bwac.
org. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 6
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W e stood on the very 
ridge that a man 
stood on to take 

photos of Mount St. Hel-
en’s erupting, the very spot 
he and his friends and family 
fled from, fast, as mud and 
ash and rock hit their wind-
shield. It was chilling to say 
the least, staring ahead at the 
huge carved-out rock face, 
looking at the leafless bar-
ren logs standing like tooth-
picks out of a desert-like rub-
ble, so vastly different from 
the dense green forest we’d 
been driving through up the 
mountain, that we’d been hik-
ing through for days.

“Wow,” Big G said. “This 
is the most amazing thing 
I’ve ever seen.”

It was hard to explain, 
the fear Mount St. Helen’s 
wrought, like the much-talk-
ed-about time Oscar and some 
friends were playing around 
a deep well unchaperoned 
and one of the kids’ pants fell 
down into it, luckily not while 
the child was wearing them. 
Something happened. Horri-
ble things can happen.

The sheer force of na-
ture was vastly evident as 
we toured Windy Ridge and 
looked on to the volcano that 
erupted when I was 11, the age 
Eli is now. Plants and flowers 
are just starting to grow in lit-
tle bursts through the pumice 
stones in some places.

As G kept shaking his 
head, not believing the sight 
before his eyes, talking about 
the powerful devastation that 
had occurred, Eli looked right 
at him. “Are you scared?” Eli 
said. 

“No,” G said firmly. “But 
it could happen again.”

I wanted to step in, to say 
something to allay the chil-
dren’s fears. But this was the 
point of seeing Mount St. Hel-
en’s, wasn’t it? Wasn’t it a 
reminder to us all, to my 
children in lieu of religious 
school, that there was some-
thing far bigger and more 

A sermon from the mount

powerful than us? 
Staring at the immense 

mountain beyond, still spew-
ing lava we could not see, 
it seemed more clear than 
usual. The lesson loomed 
large. Things happen. We 
are not in control.

There had been so many 
warning signs on our trip, 
about bears and rough road, 
sliding rocks and timber. The 
Pacific Northwest was full 
of natural things we weren’t 
at all used to being afraid of 
at home, in the city, where 
crossing streets and eating 
too much sugar, maybe a 
random groping, seemed 
to be our greatest dangers. 
That’s why we were here, 
wasn’t it, to step out from 
in front of screens and zip line 
through the trees at Whistler, 
to raft through the rapids at 
Squamish underneath a bald 
eagle, to pick the very ber-
ries bears might have eaten if 
they’d gotten there before us 
on the moss-lined trails along 
Lake Quinault in Olympic 
National Park? 

It was good to remember 
that we weren’t so much in 
control, that we were living 
in a world where things could 
happen at any time and we 
just had to learn to be brave 
and weather them. 

It was horrible to read 
about the shooting in Col-
orado and to see, even with 
just a passing glance, how 
the news coverage used the 
event to stoke more fear and 
anxiety about personal safety. 
Something happened. Hor-
rible things can happen. We 
know this all the time, but 
then something we see or hear 

about triggers our fear, causes 
us to retrench and re-think 
how free we can be or should 

be in the world. 
We read about those who 

lived in the shadows of Mount 
St. Helen’s in the weeks be-
fore she blew. They lived 
where they wanted to live, 
they went on as normal even 
as they watched and studied 
her, even as they knew: some-
thing’s going to happen.

 I am bowed by such peo-
ple, who stand tall in the face 
of the awesome and inexpli-

cable and push forward, un-
afraid. 

I hope these are the sto-
ries my children will think 
of back home, that will help 
buoy them as they face fears 
of any kind. I hope as meta-
phorical mountains explode 
in little ways every day, they 
will be able to stand tall and 
strong against them, to live 
the way they want to live, not 
clueless but still calm.

Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

FOLLOW US ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper

apartments without needing 
a change in zoning.

Toll Brothers signed pa-
pers to buy the land in 2004, 
but six years into its plan — 
and in the midst of a nation-
wide recession — the com-
pany walked away from a 
$5.75-million down payment, 
saying  a federal Superfund 
canal cleanup  would interfere 
with the condo project.

Senior vice president Da-
vid Von Spreckelsen told 
The Brooklyn Paper that 
building on the Gowanus 
Canal was too much of a 
risk at the time.

“It just didn’t financially 

make sense to close on the 
properties and then have to 
wait 15 to 20 years until 
we could develop them,” 
 he said back then .

But the Lightstone Group 
is now hedging its bets on a 
stronger rental market, say-
ing it could break ground 
as soon as this winter if it 
gets approval from Commu-
nity Board 6 and the city 
for minor tweaks to the first 
proposal.

Erasing the Gowanus 
Canal’s stigma as one of 
the most polluted water-
ways in the nation won’t 
be easy, but some neigh-
bors are cheering the plan, 

its ride, where thrill-seek-
ers float in log-shaped boats 
and fall 40 feet for a big, 
splash-filled finish.

Theme park officials, who 
were supplied with our photo 
on Monday, initially didn’t 
comment. But, once the 
photo was put online, they 
admitted workers tapped into 
the hydrant when the ride’s 
water levels dropped during 
the last heat wave. 

“In order to maintain 
the correct water levels, a 
maintenance team made a 
quick judgement call to use 
the hydrant,” spokeswoman 
Chloe Gallo said. “The hy-

drant was used for a short 
period of time to add one to 
two inches, which equates to 
approximately 3,500 gallons 
of water. Discipline mea-
sures have been taken with 
the members of the mainte-
nance crew involved.”

Fire Department officials 
say the illegal use of the hy-
drant could lead to danger-
ously low water pressure in 
the area and would hinder 
the FDNY’s ability to put out 
blazes — a hair-raising sce-
nario in light of the fact that 
the park’s namesake burned 
to the ground in 1944. 

“For a business to open 
a hydrant and bypass their 

land’s towers, the animal 
arena — and most of the 
animals. 

• 1932: Boardwalk and 
Surf Avenue. The worst 
in Coney Island’s history 
consumed 100 feet of the 
Boardwalk and destroyed 
apartment buildings and 
bathhouses along Surf Av-
enue between W. 21st and 

W. 24th streets. 
• 1944: Luna Park. A 

fire destroys most of the 
first Luna Park.

• 1963: Ravenhall 
bathhouses. A mid-win-
ter electrical fire in one of 
the arcades consumed the 
venue. 

• 2010: Coney Island 
Arcade. Denson blames 
roofers illegally using pro-
pane torches for the fire that  
gutted Manny Cohen’s fun-
house  on W. 12th Street in 
2010.

pedestrians and 3,100 cyclists 
share the tight path — which 
Brooklyn Paper readers say 
is  the second scariest bike 
lane in the borough .

“It’s too crowded right 
now,” said Kenny Brooks, 
who was walking across 
the bridge shortly after the 
politicians announced their 
plan on Tuesday. “There are 
too many people — and it’s 
dangerous.”

The proposal quickly won 
fans among cyclists and pe-
destrians, but any change to 

the walkway faces signifi-
cant hurdles.

The project currently has 
no funding, and altering the 
historic bridge will require 
the approval of city preserva-
tionists. Plus history experts 
hold the Brooklyn Bridge in 
high regard — meaning a re-
design is sure to spark de-
bate.

“The walkway is essen-
tially how it was in the orig-
inal plan for the bridge,” 
said Julie Golia, the Brook-
lyn Historical Society’s pub-
lic historian. “It was one of 

Adam from Park Slope. 
An average of 49 vehicles 

park in the Downtown-to-
Manhattan link-up lane be-
tween Willoughby and John-
son streets every 60 minutes 
during morning and evening 
rush hour, forcing cyclists 
to swerve around cars and 
into the chaotic roadway it-
self, according to  a recent 
study  by the bicycle advo-
cacy group Transportation 
Alternatives.

Cyclists say police do little 
to stop motorists from mak-
ing illegal u-turns or block-
ing the bike route — and of-
ten obstruct the cycling lane 
themselves with their squad 
cars.

“The bike lane is faded 
and what remains is a dou-
ble parking lane anyway, 
with the police among the 
worst offenders,” wrote one 
Brooklyn Paper commen-

tator who posted under the 
name DG.

Caroline Samponaro of 
Transportation Alterna-
tives says the lack of traffic 
enforcement is the biggest 
problem on Jay Street.

“It’s disappointing — it’s 
a matter of police doing their 
job,” Samponaro said.

A spokeswoman for the 
Department of Transpor-
tation did not immediately 
respond to questions about 
whether the city plans to 
make any tweaks to the oft-
criticized lane.

Readers also sounded 
off about other terrifying 
bike routes in the borough, 
with the Brooklyn Bridge 
bike lane earning the title 
of second scariest after tal-
lying about 22 percent of 
votes, followed by the cy-
cling path on Bedford Ave-
nue, which racked up 13 per-
cent of votes.

police might be under-edu-
cated about what the purpose 
of that bike lane is.”

This isn’t the first time 
rogue bicycle activists 
have made tweaks to a bike 

lane: North Brooklyn cy-
cling boosters  painted their 
own path for two-wheelers  
on Bedford Avenue after 
 the city controversially re-
moved a section of the bike 
lane in 2009 .

said Femenella, “It’s not 
right.”

Femenella holds nothing 
against dogs— he’s angry 
at the pet owners who don’t 
pick up after their pups.

“It’s a snowball effect,” 
he said. “People will walk by 
here with their dogs and see 

that other dog walkers have 
left their dogs’ poop here. 
And then that dog walker 
is going to think, ‘Look at 
this nice patch of stump,’ 
and then get it in on it.”

Some dog lovers agree, 
saying they have no prob-
lem with Femenella’s warn-
ing because it’s targeted at 

and a string tied around her 
foot when she was found — 
evidence that the courageous 
clucker may have escaped 
from a commercial butch-
ering operation, a handful 
of which can still be found 
in Brooklyn. 

Some surmise that Free-
bird may have been next in 
line for the butcher’s scythe, 
but dashed out before the 

blade could fall, Wilenta 
said.

Freebird isn’t talking, but 
Wilenta said the chicken’s 
apparent brush with death  
has left the animal trauma-
tized.

“She doesn’t roost like 
most chickens do — she 
doesn’t want to go up high,” 
said Wilenta, who originally 
wrote about the chicken on 
a Ditmas Park listserv with 

Continued from page 1

ROGUE...

Continued from page 1

SCARY...

the many smart plans in John 
Augustus Roebling’s origi-
nal plan that imagined it as 
not just a place of utility, but 
something that could enhance 
New Yorkers’ lives.”

The Department of Trans-
portation promised to seri-
ously consider any propos-
als collected as part of the 
project.

“We share the interest in 
enhancing safety and accom-
modating the growing num-
ber of people crossing this 
iconic transportation hub,” 
said agency spokesman Seth 

Solomonow. “The designs 
that come from this process 
would be part of a long-term 
look at improving bridge ac-
cess and safety.”

The call for new walkway 
and bike lane designs comes 
after  well-documented col-
lisions between cyclists and 
pedestrians  on the path — 
and after the city put full-
time traffic monitors on pa-
trol for two months last fall 
to keep bikers and tourists 
from crossing the thin strip 
of paint intended keep them 
apart.

Continued from page 1

BRIDGE...

the subject “Anyone lose a 
chicken?” 

“She nestles down to the 
ground like she was tied to 
something and hasn’t learned 
to go up, but she doesn’t mind 
being held. She came right 
to me when I called her,” 
she said.

Wilenta says that Freebird 
is in no danger of becom-
ing anyone’s lunch or dinner, 
but says her eggs — once the 
rescued chicken starts laying 
some — will have a place at 
the breakfast table.

Yet Freebird’s new home 

isn’t complete paradise: she’s 
settled into Wilenta’s chicken 
coop comfortably, but it took 
awhile for the Ditmas Park 
resident’s other hens to take 
the new addition into their 
feathery fold.

“The term pecking or-
der comes from chickens,” 
Wilenta said. “The oldest hen 
we have was not so thrilled 
when Freebird first came 
and pecked at her a bit. She 
told Freebird who was boss 
and now everything seems 
fine.”

Continued from page 1

CHICKEN...

PUBLIC NOTICE

The New York State Department of En-
vironmental Conservation (DEC) has 
received a Brownfield Cleanup Program 
(BCP) application from AAA Sutter Re-
alty LLC for a site known as 1199 Sut-
ter Avenue, site ID#C224141. This site 
is located in the borough of Brooklyn, 
Kings County, at 1199-1221 Sutter Av-
enue. Comments regarding this appli-
cation must be submitted no later than 
September 7, 2012. Information regard-
ing the site, the application, and how to 
submit comments can be found at http://
www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/60058.html; 
or send comments to Michael Mac-
Cabe, NYCDEC, Div of Environmental 
Remediation – Bureau B, 625 Broad-
way, 12th floor, Albany, NY 12233-7016; 
mdmaccab@gw.dec.state.ny.us; or call 
518-402-9767.

To have information such as this notice 
send right to your email, sign up with 
county email listservs available at www.
dec.ny.gov/chemical/61092.html.

Continued from page 1

GOWANUS... which was  first reported by 
the blog Brownstoner , say-
ing it will make the area more 
“livable.”

“It’s about time our wa-
terfront got developed,” 
said longtime canal activ-
ist Buddy Scotto.

Other neighbors and urban 
planning specialists say a tall 
building at the site would ob-
struct scenic views and fur-
ther pollute the waterway.

“[The plan] doesn’t deal 
with issues of ongoing pol-
lution,” said Jennifer Gard-
ner, who studied the area for 
months with the research 
group  Gowanus Institute . 
“Anything built that close 
to the canal has a potentially 
negative impact from a water 
quality perspective.”

Continued from page 1

STUMP... bad-mannered dog owners, 
not the dogs themselves. 

“If people aren’t simply 
picking up after their dogs, 
then I think it’s good,” said dog 
walker James Huffman.

The threat has helped keep 
the stump cleaner — but the 
message has also had an un-
intended effect: passersby of-
ten stop to take pictures of 
it, point at it, and laugh it, 
Femenella says.

water meter is stealing, and 
to put the bottom line above 
the safety of the people in the 
neighborhood they serve is 
morally wrong,” said Uni-
formed Firefighters Asso-
ciation president Al Hagen.

A Department of Environ-
mental Preservation spokes-
man confirmed that the park 
is not allowed to use fire hy-
drants. The spokesman said 
an inspector checked out our 
discovery, but didn’t catch 
workers using the hydrant. 
The inspector did give work-
ers a stern warning about us-
ing public water, the spokes-
man said.

This incarnation of Luna 
Park  opened in 2010 . Central 
Amusements rents the prop-
erty from the city.

An FDNY spokesman said 
anyone caught cracking open 
a city hydrant could receive 
fines of up to $1,000. Chronic 
users could receive 30 days 
in jail, and Luna Park offi-
cials say the workers respon-
sible for the infraction will 
be disciplined.

Some People’s Play-
ground watchdogs say the 
park should pay for its wa-
ter like everybody else.

“They’re avoiding pay-
ing for water that every other 
business in Coney Island has 
to pay for,” said Friends of 
the Boardwalk president 
Todd Dobrin.

FIRE...

Continued from page 1

HYDRANT...

Continued from page 1
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