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The feds may force the city 
to bury a giant holding tank for 
raw sewage and runoff beneath 
Thomas Greene Playground and 
Douglass-Degraw Pool as part 
of the planned half-billion dollar 
cleanup of the Gowanus Canal.

The massive catch basin would 

be installed directly under the 
parkland according to a recently 
unveiled Environmental Protec-
tion Agency Superfund proposal, 
which calls for the city-funded 
construction of the $46.5-mil-
lion container to  prevent mil-
lions of gallons of human waste 
and stormwater from pouring into 
the waterway  when rain floods 

sewers beyond capacity.
Superfund project manager 

Christos Tsiamis said at a Jan. 
24 community meeting that the 

eight-million-gallon subterra-
nean catch basin must be built 
on city-owned land and “has 
to be close to the source” — a 
sewer outfall at the head of the 
canal, just one block away from 
Thomas Greene Playground and 
the adjoining Double D pool, that 
dumps most of the human waste 
into the waterway.

The feds say those two fac-
tors make the parkland a prime 
location, but neighbors and Gow-
anus activists worry excavation 
and construction will sink their 
playtime for far too long. 

“It would be a very poor choice 
to put [the catch basin] under a 
swimming pool, which could 

UNDER THE DEEP END
Feds may bury Gowanus sewage tank beneath Double D Pool

The federal government wants to store millions of gallons 
of raw sewage under Gowanus’ beloved Double D pool 
and the adjoining Thomas Greene Playground.
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Cleaning the
Gowanus

By Eli Rosenberg
The Brooklyn Paper

The group behind the  failed Park 
Slope Food Co-op boycott of Israeli 
products  is at the center of another 
controversy, this time at Brooklyn Col-
lege, where a lecture about a pro-Pal-
estine movement is prompting out-
rage from local pols.

The college’s political science de-
partment is sponsoring the lecture to 

discuss the pro-Palestinian Boycott, 
Divestment, and Sanctions Movement 
— but assemblymen Dov Hikind (D–
Borough Park) and Steve Cymbrow-
itz (D–Brighton Beach) are calling on 
the publicly funded school to cancel 
the event, scheduled for Feb. 7.

“The issue is that it’s being spon-
sored with taxpayer dollars,” said 
Cymbrowitz, who helped organize 

Pols lash out at pro-Palestine talk 
planned for Brooklyn College

A HOT TOPIC

By Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

Talk about oil-based 
paint!

 Red Hook artist Mie Olise  
will breathe new life into the 
highly contaminated, pe-
troleum-laden sludge at the 
bottom of the Gowanus Ca-
nal by using the putrid muck 
as paint.

The Danish-born painter 
and sculptor is inspired by 
the abandoned, industrial rel-
ics along the banks of the fetid 
waterway — and she hopes the 
mud paintings in her upcom-
ing show “Elapsed Intoxica-
tions” challenge people’s per-
ceptions of the toxic slop that 

environmental officials plan 
to spend half a billion dollars 
to clean up.

“To take the mud that ev-
erybody wants to get rid of and 
work with it as a material that 
will end up in my paintings to 
be hung on the wall in some-

thing traditionally known to 
be very precious, I find inter-
esting as an idea,” said Olise, 
who put on rubber boots and 
gloves before cautiously shov-
eling up some of the filthy glop 
on Tuesday.

Olise has long been fasci-
nated with desolate and decay-
ing buildings and landscapes, 
from a ghost town near the 
Arctic Circle to an abandoned 
amusement park in Berlin. So 
it’s no surprise the filthy Gow-
anus Canal and the industrial 
structures on its banks are a 
big inspiration.

“The canal is almost like a 
ruin from industrialization,” 

Artist Mie Olise uses mud from the Gowanus Canal 
as paint. She made “No Wholefood House” (left) 
with water from the sludgeway.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
B

es
s 

A
d

le
r

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

The Brooklyn Public Library wants 
to cut off its nose to save its face. 

The library plans to demolish its 
Brooklyn Heights branch to avoid shell-
ing out $9 million in crucial repairs. 

Library trustees decided this 

week to look for real estate develop-
ers who would be interested in pur-
chasing the development rights for 
the 25,000-square-foot lot and al-
lowing the library to put a branch on 
the ground floor. 

The Brooklyn Public Library is 
currently facing a potential $9 mil-

lion bill to repair the branch’s bro-
ken air conditioning system. Addi-
tionally, the aging building is in need 
of a renovation, which would cost a 
few more million. 

If the library can get someone else 
to build on the site, there would be 

The Brooklyn Public Library’s 
Brooklyn Heights branch was 
constructed in 1962.

Library’s novel idea
Plan to raze, rebuild Heights branch to save cash

Mudslinging art

Helen Freedman protests 
at Brooklyn College
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Meet Penelope, the Toy Shepherd who will be classing 
it up at a dog-date evening for women who want to 
spend Valentine’s Day with a canine companion. Read 
more in GO Brooklyn on page 7.
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It’s a date!

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

MakerBot is movin’ on up — 
to a deluxe office in the sky above 
MetroTech. 

The leading manufacturer 
of 3-D printers is upgrading its 
grungy Gowanus roots with a 
posh new, 21st-floor headquar-
ters at the top of the borough’s 
so-called “Tech Triangle.”

The tech company is on the rise 
thanks to its desktop printers — 
which can craft small, detailed 
objects such as toys or pieces of 
art out of plastic.

But there was never any risk 
that Makerbot would flee Brook-

lyn for the Silicon Valley.
“Brooklyn is the best place in 

the world. There are other places?” 
said co-founder and chief exec-
utive officer Bre Pettis during a 
tour of the new space, before dis-
appearing into the office’s full-
scale replica of Doctor Who’s tar-
dis, which uses clever architecture 
to somehow seem, indeed, big-
ger on the inside. “There’s more 
talent here, more people with a 
can-do attitude.”

The new offices at 1 Metro-
Tech Center are a grown-up kid’s 
dream. The chairs and tables look 
like giant, stackable construction 
toys. There’s a sprawling “bot 

MakerBot assembles Downtown
The Tech Triangle Initiative 
woos hot 3-D printer biz

farm,” where racks of 3-D print-
ers constantly churn out goodies. 
There’s also the stunning 21st-floor, 
360-degree view of the city. 

 That’s not to mention the tar-
dis, which coyly links the lobby 
to rest of the office. 

The folks at the Brooklyn 
Tech Triangle Initiative, a coali-
tion from Downtown, DUMBO, 
and the Navy Yard that are for-
mulating a plan to bring more 
technology companies to those 
neighborhoods, are thrilled that 
MakerBot made the move to a 
building that is already home to 
The Brooklyn Paper. 

“We’re incredibly excited 
by the opening of MakerBot 
here,” said Tom Conoscenti, 
executive director for planning 
and administration at Downtown MakerBot head Bre Pettis, who is a huge “Doctor Who” 

fan, insisted on having a tardis in the office.
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By Jaime Lutz
The Brooklyn Paper

Illegal changes at the old Gage and 
Tollner building in Downtown have 
the Landmarks Preservation Commis-
sion seeing red — and hot pink.

The owners of a garish costume 
jewelry store operating inside the for-
mer home of the legendary gaslight-
lit restaurant must tear down their 
newly installed Barbiemobile-hued 
wall panels, commissioners voted 

unanimously on Jan. 22.
The Fulton Mall trinket shop La-

dies and Gents dramatically changed 
the landmarked interior of the shop 
between Jay Street and Red Hook 

Not so pretty in pink
City slams jeweler for Gage and Tollner redo

The pink wall partitions must come down because 
they tarnish the former home of Gage and Tollner.
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By Eli Rosenberg
The Brooklyn Paper

Struggling to come up with a plan 
for a romantic night out this Valen-
tine’s Day? Take a hint from some of 
these Brooklyn luminaries who know 
what love is: 

David Dia-
mante, Nets an-
nouncer and 
owner of  Diaman-
te’s Brooklyn Ci-
gar Lounge : “For 
guys: buy a month’s 
membership to the 
famed  Gleason’s Gym . For gals: pick 

up her favorite flowers from your lo-
cal Brooklyn farmers market. For din-
ner, visit  La Palina  — an old-school, 
red-sauce Italian restaurant in Benson-
hurst. Get the baked clams.” 

Betsy Devine, 
co-owner of  Sal-
vatore Ricotta : 
“Make your way 
out to  Melody 
Bowling Lanes  
on 37th Street 
and Fifth Avenue. 
While rolling a few 
games is fun, the real draw is sidling 
up to the bar. The barkeep Peter is a 

living legend. Order the jalapeno pop-
pers and a white Russian, though maybe 
bring your own milk as they don’t al-
ways have a gallon on hand.”

 Councilwo man 
Letitia James  (D–
Fort Greene): 
“Dinner in  Brook-
lyn Bridge Park  
under heated tiki 
lamps with Man-
hattan as a back-
drop. And, then the 
ring. Or propose at 
a Nets game.”

Countdown to V-day
Five Brooklynites tell you where to take your lover

Mie Olise uses Gowanus sludge as paint
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By Jaime Lutz
The Brooklyn Paper

The State University of New York 
Downstate Medical Center wants to 
pull the plug on Long Island College 
Hospital this week.

Downstate president Dr. John Wil-
liams told despondent docs on Monday 
that he would formally recommend eu-
thanizing the Cobble Hill hospital at a 
board of trustees meeting this Thurs-
day — and that the university board’s 
vote to close the institution  would fol-
low on Friday morning .

From there, the decision rests with 
New York’s State Health Department, 
which needs to determine whether those 
who currently rely on the hospital can 
get quality care elsewhere.

The vote comes weeks after an  audit 
of Downstate by the state comptroller  
found that the hospital system currently 
loses $3 million a week, and that Long 
Island College Hospital was a big cause 
of these financial ailments.

But some community members say 
Downstate knew exactly what it was 
getting with the purchase of Long Is-
land College Hospital — a property 
worth more dead than alive.

“They are using the sale of LICH to 
postpone dealing with their own finan-
cial issues,” said Roy Sloane, the presi-
dent of neighborhood watchdogs Cobble 
Hill Association, who claims hospital 
bigs want to close the institution and 

Death’s door
Execs to vote on euthanizing 
Long Island College Hospital

sell off its valuable real estate.
“It seems like it was an expense 

that certainly should have been antic-
ipated,” he said. “It certainly suggests 
that the folks at Downstate acquired 
LICH as a cash cow with the hopes 
of selling it.”

The institution’s property, building, 
and equipment are worth between $200 

See POOL  on page 11

See MUD  on page 11

See LIBRARY  on page 11

See MAKERBOT  on page 12

See PINK  on page 12

See LECTURE  on page 11
See VALENTINE  on page 6

Medical officials will decide 
whether or not to close Long Is-
land College Hospital on Friday.
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See HOSPITAL  on page 4
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1-877-870-6118
conEd.com/GreenTeam

BUSINESS OWNERS, GET ENERGY FIT TODAY.

BUSINESS OWNERS
join the thousands of 

New Yorkers who 
have reduced their 
energy use, gotten 

millions of dollars in 
incentives, and helped 

the environment.

ENERGY EFFICIENCY
I MADE

A WAY OF LIFE
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Open 7 Days from 7am-10pm: Breakfast, Lunch & Sunday Brunch

SWEETS FOR YOUR SWEETHEART...
Wishing Everyone a Happy Valentine’s Day!

ORDER YOUR HEART-SHAPED CAKES & COOKIES

SERVING PARK SLOPE SINCE 1986

www.CousinJohnsBakery.com

Cakes by Madison Lee    www.madisonleescakes.com

Clear Healthy Skin
  isn’t it time you call?
Medical Services we accept:
GHI, HIP, 1199, AETNA, CIGNA, UNITED, OXFORD, 
HORIZON, HEALTHNET, MEDICARE, BLUE CROSS, 
MAGNACARE, AMERICHOICE, ELDERPLAN

Cosmetic Services  Botox, Restylane, 
Juvederm, Radiesse, Sculptra, Laser Hair Removal, 
Laser Tattoo Removal, Laser Vein Removal, Torn 
Earlobe Repair, Keloid Surgery…

Coolsculpting  Trim Fat, No Needles, No Downtime

254 Prospect Park West, Park Slope
136 West 17th Street, NYC

Javier Zelaya, MD
Verna Broughton, PA 718.832.3313

Same day repairs or 
while you wait!

Cracked screens, liquid damage, 
charging ports, audio trouble, 

and much more!

CPR Brooklyn 
224B Atlantic Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11201
Phone: 347-763-1525
 347-763-1539
www.cpr-brooklyn.com

Find us on Facebook
@CPR-Cell-Phone-Repair-Brooklyn

WE REPAIR:
 Cell phones
 iPads/tablets
 iPods/mp3 players
 Laptops
 Game systems
 GPS’s 
 PDA’s
 and much more!

Get $10 off you next electronics repair!
WE CAN FIX IT!

Water damage, cracked screens, 
dropped phones, charging 

problems, unresponsive screens, 
speaker problems, and more!

Cell Phones
Game Systems
Tablets/eReaders
Laptops
Cameras
GPS units
...and more

BUY - SELL - TRADE
REPAIR - PROTECT

BUY - SELL - TRADE
REPAIR - PROTECT

Buy  Sell
Trade  Repair

Stop by and check 
out our wide variety of 
refurbished phones, 
all with a 6 month 

warranty!

Lifetime warranty on 
all accessories

www.cpr-brooklyn.com  224B Atlantic Ave.   347-763-1525   347-763-1539

O U R  E X C L U S I V E  N E T S  C O V E R A G E

The Nets once again got 
shellacked by the Heat, then 
managed to squeeze their way 
past the depleted, but resilient 
Bulls team last week.

Don’t think for a minute, 
however, that the strategies that 
helped Brooklyn beat Chicago 
will ever work against the tal-
ents from South Beach.

Against the Bulls, the Nets 
often ran with a smaller lineup, 
using Gerald Wallace at the 
four-spot — a tactic the team 
did not employ facing the Heat. 
The small ball worked well, 
but that was more the result of 
the Chicago’s decimated front 
court taking the floor with-
out Joakim Noah and Carlos 
Boozer.  

The Heat use speed and 
athleticism to quickly close 
out on shooters, and it will 
be difficult if not impossible 
for the Nets to beat Lebron 

James and Dwayne Wade at 
their own game.

But Miami has one obvious 
shortcoming: rebounding. The 
Nets themselves are only a me-
diocre team when it comes to 
rebounding, however Brook-
lyn has a significant advan-
tage over Miami on the glass 
thanks to an improving Brook 
Lopez, who has stepped up 
his rebounding game, and the 
hard work of Reggie Evans 
and Kris Humphries.

The Nets have come up 
short by a wide margin in all 
three contests against the Heat 
this season, but this is one in-
stance where if you can’t beat 
them, you certainly shouldn’t 
join them. To knock off the 
Heat, the Nets must work the 
ball inside out through Lopez 
and attack the offensive glass.
Brooklyn can’t let Miami dic-
tate how to play the game.

Tom Lafe is a 6-foot-5 
sports-world insider with a 
middling high school bas-
ketball career who believes 
the Nets will be driven by 
the success of the team’s 
big men.

Is bigger really better?
It’s the question being 

asked across the NBA fol-
lowing the rise of the Miami 
Heat, a team that won the NBA 
championship last year with-
out a traditional front court 
thanks to a 6-foot-8 phenom 
who is as comfortable run-
ning the point as posting up 
on the block.

This season, the Nets have 
no answer for the Heat. Brook-
lyn has lost three games to the 
defending champs by an av-
erage of 21 points, including 
the 105–85 stomping on Jan. 
30 at the Rustbowl on Flat-
bush Avenue.

Two days after the latest 

Can’t beat them? Don’t join them
Nets defi nitely won’t beat the Heat by playing just like the Heat

FRONT
COURT
By Tom LafeBy Tom Lafe

Small ball a good call
Short guys are the ticket against Miami

BACK
COURT
By Matt SpolarBy Matt Spolar

mobile, shooter-laden at-
tack.

The Nets have failed to 
impose their style of play on 
Miami. Now they must try to 
keep pace.

Matt Spolar is a nearly 
6-foot-1 journalist with a 
middling high school bas-
ketball career who is sure 
the Nets win thanks to 
team’s top-tier guards.

Little guys like Joe Johnson will give Brooklyn a leg 
up against Miami, our shorter columnist claims.
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The Nets haven’t found a way to compete with the Heat.
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Heat drubbing, the Nets took 
on a Chicago Bulls team play-
ing without prized bigs Joakim 
Noah and Carlos Boozer, due 
to injury. Entering the fourth 
quarter with the undermanned 
Bulls leading 67–63, Nets 
coach P.J. “Peej” Carlemiso 
subbed in an unconventional, 
small lineup and rolled to a 
four-point victory.

The Nets kept three guards 
on the floor, complemented 
by forward Gerald Wallace, 
and forward-center Andray 
Blatche. The new look resulted 
in better spacing and a more 
agile and effective unit.

Brooklyn’s five-man units 
with the two highest “win-
ning percentages” — calcu-
lated by the number of games 
in which the lineup outscored 
opponents — both have the 
6-foot-7 Wallace playing 
power forward, as he did in 
the fourth quarter against Chi-
cago, not at his traditional 

small forward post, accord-
ing to 82games.com.

 This allows Brooklyn to 
fill the three smaller positions 
with guards, while All-Star 
center Brook Lopez or Blatche 
serves as the low-post anchor. 
Brooklyn has been reluctant to 
go this route and sacrifice the 
rebounding prowess of power 
forwards Kris Humphries and 
Reggie Evans, but such think-
ing ignores the fact that Wal-
lace — nickname: “Crash” — 
made a name for himself by 
snatching boards throughout 
his 11-year career.

Yes, the Nets were able to 
go small against the Bulls be-
cause Noah and Boozer were 
hurt. But this isn’t about Chi-
cago — it’s about Miami, the 
team most likely to stand in 
the way of any Eastern Con-
ference title contender, and a 
squad that is willing to cede 
dominance on the glass in or-
der to blitz opponents with a 
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 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 

Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

A scissor-wielding woman 
attacked a man inside her 
12th Street apartment on 
Jan. 31, say police. 

The 21-year-old victim 
told cops that the vicious 
aggressor slashed him with 
a pair of scissors in the face, 
arms, chest, neck, and back 
at 4 pm inside her residence 
between Seventh and Eighth 
avenues. 

She also punched the man 
in his left eye, causing bruis-
ing and swelling, before flee-
ing, the victim told police. 
The woman was gone by the 
time police arrived and the 
victim does not want to press 
charges, according to cops. 

Goods gone 
A crook stole a bunch of 

name-brand merchandise left 
inside a car parked on Carl-
ton Avenue on Feb. 1. 

The 20-year-old victim 
told cops that he parked his 
ride on the street between 
Prospect Place and St. Marks 
Avenue at 8 pm. When he 
returned nearly two hours 
later, his Ralph Lauren jacket, 
Burberry duffle bag, Kindle 
Fire tablet, Jordan sneakers, 
Gucci belt, two pairs of jeans, 
a sweatshirt, and beanie hat 
were missing. 

Home raider
A thief broke in to a Pros-

pect Place apartment and took 
off with a bundle of electronic 
goods on Feb. 1. 

The man and woman who 
live at the residence between 
Carlton and Vanderbilt av-
enues told police that they 
left their abode at 9 am and 
when they returned 12 hours 
later, found their place ran-
sacked with multiple items 
out of place and dresser draw-
ers pulled open. 

The bandit made off with 

the woman’s Sony laptop, the 
man’s MacBook laptop, and 
an external hard drive. 

The residents told po-
lice that they moved into 
the apartment in Septem-
ber with the original locks 
still on the doors. 

myPhone 
A crook snatched a wom-

an’s white iPhone when she 
was on a Coney Island-bound 
Q train at the Atlantic Ave-
nue–Barclays Center subway 
station on Jan. 27. 

The 35-year-old victim 
told police the thief swiped 
her cellphone out of her hands 
when the train doors opened 
at the station near Pacific 
Street at 10:15 pm.

School thief
A sneaky bandit swiped 

a teacher’s debit and credit 
cards from a wallet left in-
side a Seventh Avenue high 
school on Jan. 30. 

The educator told police 
that she left her wallet in a 
blue duffel bag in back of 
the fourth-floor classroom in 
the school between Fourth 
and Fifth streets at 1:25 pm 
when she went to the cafe-
teria for lunch. 

When she returned at 2:40 
pm, her money, bank cards, 
along with her MetroCard, 
Social Security card, and 
driver’s license were gone. 

The teacher told cops that 
a similar incident occurred 
two weeks prior with the 
same class. 

iPhone attack
Two ski cap-wearing 

thugs mugged a woman for 
her iPhone on 13th Street on 
Jan. 28. 

The 26-year-old victim 
told police that she was near 
Seventh Avenue at 8 pm when 
a duo of goons started to fol-
low her. 

One of the male attack-

ers shoved the woman to 
the ground from behind and 
snatched the cellular device 
out of her hand while his ac-
complice forcefully pushed 
the woman again, the vic-
tim told cops.

Both perps fled in a gray 
Nissan. 

Party animal
A sly perp stole a teen-

ager’s debit card most likely 
when he was on a party bus 
on Jan. 1. 

The 19-year-old victim 
told cops that he realized 
his bank card was missing 
the next day at 2:30 am when 
he was at his friend’s Pros-
pect Place apartment between 
Carlton and Vanderbilt ave-
nues. The victim went to an 
ATM to withdraw cash and 
couldn’t because his card was 
missing.

The victim found out from 
bank authorities that some-
one had made purchases with 
his card totaling $46.51 on 
Jan. 30, according to cops. 

— Natalie Musumeci

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Drilled
A crook drilled his way 

into a car parked on Lafay-
ette Avenue on Jan. 30 — and 
helped himself to a bunch of 
the owner’s electronics.

The 41-year-old victim 
told cops he left his vehicle 
between Washington and Wa-
verly avenues at 8 pm, re-
turning at 10:40 pm to find a 
hole drilled beneath the driv-
er’s-side door’s lock and his 
MacBook, iPad, and power 
cords gone.

MyPhone
A petty thief helped him-

self to a kid’s iPhone on Hall 
Street on Jan. 28.

The 12-year-old vic-
tim told cops he was near 
DeKalb Avenue at 6 pm when 
the crook approached.

“Let me search your pock-
ets,” the thief demanded.

He went through the vic-
tim’s pockets and took an iP-
hone, police said.

Juicin’
Police arrested three teen-

agers who they say tried to 
steal orange juice from a 
Lafayette Avenue bodega 
on Feb. 2.

An employee at the store 
between Classon and Grand 
avenues told cops that four 
young men came into the 
store at 8:30 am, and one of 
them tried to walk out with an 
unpaid-for orange juice. 

The victim reported that 
he left his home between 69th 
and 70th streets at 9:30 am 
and returned at 1:30 pm to 
find his wedding band, two 
gold rings, diamond ring, 
gold chain, gold bangles, and 
laptop were all gone. 

Neighbors said they heard 
nothing unusual, but police say 
they noticed footprints leading 
around the back of the build-
ing to the fire escape.

Slowhand
A thief snatched a wom-

an’s cellphone while she was 
talking on it on 62nd Street on 
Jan. 31, police report.

The victim told cops that 
she was near Eighth Avenue 
talking into the device at 7:50 
pm when the crook came up 
behind her, grabbed the gad-
get, and fled.

Out of time
A pair of punks busted 

open the door of an Eighth 
Avenue apartment and took 
two watches and a bracelet 
on Feb. 1, cops claim.

The victim said she left her 
pad between 67th and 68th 
streets at 10:30 am and re-
turned at 1:55 pm, passing 
two men she didn’t recog-
nize in the entryway of her 
building. 

When she got upstairs, she 
found her door open and the 
frame in splinters — and her 
pricey timepieces and dia-
mond wristband missing. 

Dude got a Dell
A crook stole a Dell lap-

top from a Fourth Avenue 
apartment on Jan. 28, author-
ities allege.

The victim said he left his 
street-level home between 
67th and 68th streets at 11 
am and returned at 9 pm to 
see his glass door shattered 
and his computer gone.

Up in smoke
A crook smashed the win-

dow of a car parked on Third 
Avenue and stole 38 cartons 
of assorted cigarettes from 
inside, cops say.

The victim said he parked 
his vehicle — loaded with 
Marlboros, Newports, Cam-

els, American Spirits, Vir-
ginia Slims, and other brands 
— between 98th and 99th 
streets at noon and went into 
a nearby grocery store. 

When he returned 10 min-
utes later, his rear window 
was in shards and his precious 
nicotine stash was gone. 
 — Will Bredderman

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Gym rat
Cops cuffed a thief ac-

cused of raiding a Montague 
Street gym on Feb. 2 — then 
prowling a Columbia Heights 
apartment building looking 
for easy marks.

A security guard at a ten-
nis club between Hicks Street 
and Montague Terrace told 
investigators he was watch-
ing a surveillance camera 
feed at 3:35 pm when he 
saw a man grab an iPhone 
from a jacket hanging in a 
common area.

The crook fled the gym 
with the phone and started 
knocking on doors at an 
apartment building at the 
corner of Columbia Heights 
and Clark Street at 6 pm, po-
lice allege. The man allegedly 
knocked on the doors of two 
apartments and told residents 
who answered that he was 
looking for his cousin.

Cops confronted the 
20-year-old suspect, and say 
they recovered the stolen iP-
hone after a brief struggle.

Deli deviant
A 26-year-old stole a 

man’s American Express card 
from his Gold Street apart-
ment and used it to rack up 
$19 of charges at a Down-
town bodega last month, in-
vestigators say.

The crook snatched the 
credit card from the victim’s 
wallet during a 9 pm visit to 
the man’s home at the cor-
ner of Myrtle Avenue on Jan. 
4, according to filings with 
the District Attorney’s office.
The suspect allegedly made 

Scissor attack in Park Slope apartment
his deli run at a convenience 
store around the corner the 
following morning.

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–Cobble 

Hill–Red Hook

Gunpoint mug
Cops cuffed a 20-year-old 

accused of robbing a man at 
gunpoint for his iPhone on 
Clinton Street on Jan. 31.

An assailant pulled a gun 
on the victim near the cor-
ner of Ninth Street at 8:30 
pm and ordered him to hand 
over the phone.

The victim complied, 
placed the iPhone on the 
ground, and fled, according 
to documents from the District 
Attorney’s office. Officers ap-
prehended a suspect the next 
night on Union Street between 
Henry and Hicks streets and 
recovered the phone. 

Carjacked
Armed men carjacked a 

motorist on Van Brunt Street 
on Jan. 26 — and cops say 
they managed to apprehend 
one of the culprits.

A 25-year-old suspect now 
in police custody and another 
individual who remains on 
the lam hopped into the car at 
the corner of Coffey Street at 
10:30 pm and put a gun to the 
back of the motorist’s head, 
investigators claim.

The victim and two terri-
fied passengers handed over 
cash, cellphones, and the car 
keys, according to the Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office.

Scary robbery
Police say they nabbed one 

of two men responsible for 
a scary Jan. 26 stick-up on 
Bond Street.

The criminal duo shoved 
what appeared to be a gun 
against the victim’s stom-
ach as he walked between 
Baltic and Butler streets at 
12:40 pm, according to fil-
ings from the District Attor-
ney’s Office.

The 18-year-old suspect, 
who was later placed under 
arrest, then reached into the 
victim’s pockets and stole 
cash and a cellphone, in-
vestigators allege.

The other mugger is still 
on the loose.

— Ben Muessig

Jan. 28, returning three days 
later at 8 pm to find her in-
strument, mic, and kung fu 
DVDs gone.

Bad ride
A crook ripped off a woman 

riding a bus down Lafayette 
Avenue on Jan. 16.

The woman told cops she 
was riding the B38 bus near 
the Clinton Avenue stop at 
6:30 pm when she noticed 
someone pressing against her. 
When she got off the bus, she 
discovered her debit card and 
$40 were missing.

C ya later
A pickpocket snatched a 

woman’s wallet on a crowded 
C train leaving the Jay Street-
MetroTech Center stop on 
Jan. 24.

The 31-year-old victim told 
cops she boarded the packed 
train at 6:15 pm, and when 
she got off at the Clinton-
Washington street station 15 
minutes later, her wallet was 
missing from her purse.

Dined on
A thief stole an iPhone, 

debit card, and cash from a 
patron at a Myrtle Avenue 
diner on Feb. 1.

The 20-year-old victim 
told cops she was at the res-
taurant between Washington 
and Waverly avenues at 12:05 
pm when she went to use the 
restroom, returning five min-
utes later to find her iPhone, 
debit card, and some cash she 
left at her table gone. 
 — Eli Rosenberg

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Gold mine
A lowlife swiped thou-

sands in jewelry and elec-
tronics from a 13th Avenue 
apartment on Jan. 28, accord-
ing to cops.

and $500 million, according 
to Downstate, which contrib-
uted the number to the comp-
troller’s audit.

The 155-year-old hospi-
tal is finally flatlining after 
years of turbulence, hark-

ing back to its previous 
owners Continuum Health 
Partners.

In 2008, Continuum threat-
ened to close the hospital’s ma-
ternity, pediatrics, and den-
tistry practices to help the 
institution’s budget problems. 

Instead, the company fired 300 
employees and sold several fa-
cilities. Downstate used $62 
million in state grants to take 
over LICH in 2011. 

Herdley Hill, a registered 
nurse in the hospital’s depart-
ment of psychiatry, fears that 
most of the hospital’s 2,000 
employees will lose their jobs 
if the board rubber stamps 
the plan on Thursday.

“There seems to be a rush 
right now to close this hos-
pital,” Hill said. “We’re ask-
ing for more time.”

Williams will unveil his 
proposal to shutter the med-
ical center at 1 pm Thursday 
in  a State University board 
meeting that will be webcast . 
After that comes a 3 pm pub-
lic forum that hospital staff 
predicts will be raucous.

Continued from page 1

HOSPITAL..

When the employee tried 
to stop them, they allegedly 
beat him with a stick.

Police arrested three sus-
pects 30 minutes later.

Boxing match
A lunatic wielding a box-

cutter tried to attack a man on 
Fulton Street on Jan. 31.

The 32-year-old victim 
told cops he was with a 
friend near Clermont Ave-
nue on their way to the Lafay-
ette Avenue C train station 
at 10:05 pm when the fiend 
lunged at him. 

The victim’s friend tried 
to hold down the slasher, but 
a sports utility vehicle pulled 
up and hit the pal, allowing 
the attacker to get away.

Gunshot
A gunman shot another 

man in the thigh on Fulton 
Street on Feb. 2. 

The 35-year-old victim 
told cops he was sitting in 
his car at Cambridge Place 
at 3:40 am when someone 
shot him. 

Collegial
A crook broke into a 

college classroom on Wil-
loughby Avenue and stole 
thousands of dollars worth 
of electronics sometime be-
tween Jan. 23 and Jan. 28. 

Representatives from the 
school between Hall Street 
and Emerson Place told 
cops that someone entered 
the classroom between 1 pm 
on Jan. 23 and 11:20 am on 
Jan. 28 through a drop-down 
ceiling and removed a couple 
of cameras and lenses.

Bad breaks
A thief looted a wireless 

provider’s company van on 
Grand Avenue sometime 
overnight on Jan. 30.

Representatives from the 
business said the driver parked 
the van near Lefferts Place at 
4 pm, and when the driver re-
turned the next day at 8:40 am, 
the rear door was unlocked and 
some tools were gone.

Karate chopped
Someone stole a wom-

an’s guitar, microphone, and 
DVDs from her Park Avenue 
apartment sometime between 
Jan. 28 and 30.

The 30-year-old victim 
told cops that she left her 
place between Clermont Av-
enue and Adelphi Street on 

The ASPCA® and One Love Animal Hospital are looking for homes for  
a very special group of cats rescued from a hoarding situation.

Saturday February 9th and Sunday February 10th

The ASPCA Mobile Adoption Van  

at One Love Animal Hospital

317 Atlantic Avenue, Brooklyn

12:00 pm – 5:00 pm

Adoption fees will be waived for all cats over  
eight months old. Cats are spayed or neutered  
with current vaccinations, micro-chip and  
follow-up vet exam. Plus, all adopters receive a  
free sample of Halo cat food while supplies last.

Rescue
my

Heart
Join us for a special adoption event.

For more information, visit  
www.aspca.org/onelove
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For the past two months they have received exceptional care at  

One Love Animal Hospital and are healthy and ready to find their loving homes.  

Please help make their dreams come true in time for Valentine’s Day. 

and many 
more
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BEAUTY
TATTOO SALON

ON ANY OF OUR SERVICES WITH FLYER

Keratin Treatment
Color
Extensions
Hair Cuts 
(For Men, Women & Kids)

Permanent Makeup

Tattoos

Body Piercings

& Much More

 CLOSED SUNDAY

By Eli Rosenberg
The Brooklyn Paper

It would be faster using 
a card catalogue to find in-
formation!

The glitzy new Informa-
tion Commons at the Brook-
lyn Public Library’s Central 
Branch has everything a tech-
savvy bookworm might want 
— with the exception of re-
liable internet connection, 
that is.

Wifi at the much-hyped 
$4-million facility is so pain-
fully slow that some library 
regulars say they must log on 
elsewhere if they want to get 
anything done.

“I used to work a lot 
there before the new space 
but now I’m working more 
at home,” said Rafael Mar-
tinez, a graphic designer. “I 
need to upload and down-
load heavy files constantly 
and it’s very frustrating to 
not be able to do so at a reg-
ular pace.”

The library system, which 
increasingly  uses technol-
ogy   to attract Brooklynites  
through its bronze and glass 
doors, opened the digital hub 
to great fanfare last month, 
touting a sleek working at-
mosphere complete with 
meeting rooms and a 36-seat 
“wireless learning lab” de-
signed to lure laptop users, 
freelancers, and job-seekers 
out of their borough’s well-
connected cafes.

But an independent inves-
tigation by this newspaper 

NOT SO HOT SPOT
Wifi  at library’s new technology hub painfully slow

found the wireless service — 
the lifeline of any freelancer 
worth his MacBook — feels 
more like dial-up.

The wireless network at 
the Information Commons 
dropped a Brooklyn Paper re-
porter three times in 15 min-
utes on a recent weekday, and 
some websites did not load 
for minutes. Checking e-mail 
was impossible, and connec-
tion to an outside server was 

out of the question.
A weekday morning test 

revealed download speed to 
be 1.97 megabits per second 
and an upload speed of 1.77 
megabits per second — a 
snail’s pace, experts say.

“For most people that is ex-
cruciatingly slow,” said Tom 
Hollingsworth, a wireless en-
gineer who runs the blog  the 
Networking Nerd . “Ten mega-
bits per second is what I con-

sider to be a modern internet 
connection — that’s the min-
imum that people want to use 
in order to stream videos and 
download pictures.”

Tests done at a nearby 
twenty-something’s apart-
ment revealed download 
speeds of 18.7 megabits per 
second  and upload speed of 
7.34 megabits per second. 

Library visitors might 
even be better using smart-

phones to surf the net: Hol-
lingsworth said that phone 
wireless service on 3G net-
works typically range be-
tween 8 and 15 megabits 
per second.

Highly connected Brook-
lynites say they don’t visit the 
library to feel unplugged.

“It’s kind of a shame to de-
ter people from coming be-
cause the internet is so slow,” 
said Anna Levy, who sends 
proposals and cover letters 
from the library a couple of 
days a week and says that 
it occasionally goes out in 
10 to 15 minute blocks at a 
time.

And the employees at the 
help desk said there was noth-
ing they could do.

“It’s just slow,” said a li-
brarian.

But fear not freelancers, 
help is one the way. 

After being contacted by 
The Brooklyn Paper, a library 
spokeswoman confirmed that 
the internet was a problem 
— and that it would soon 
be getting a much needed 
overhaul.

“The number of wire-
less devices connecting to 
the Central Library’s wifi has 
more than doubled over the 
past year, from 2,023 in Feb-
ruary 2012 to 5,377 in Janu-
ary 2013,” the spokeswoman 
said, promising an improved 
“Ultra” service from Cable-
vision was on the way in two 
to three weeks. 

Brooklynites said their 
disappointment stems from 
the fact the Information Com-
mons was billed to be the li-
brary’s digital future — not 
just another bank of late ’90s 
Dells.

“If it was on the second 
floor, I’d be like, ‘Whatever, 
it’s the library,’ ” said Levy.

Graphic designer Rafael Martinez says he goes to the Brooklyn Public Li-
brary’s central branch to do work, but he’s not often able to complete it be-
cause of slow wireless internet.
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By Jaime Lutz
The Brooklyn Paper

This Park Slope salon has 
had a brush with the law. 

Sena African Hair Braid-
ing on Pacific Street near 
Flatbush Avenue has got-
ten itself into a legal tangle 
after police moved to snip 
the business for hosting an 
illicit gambling ring, accord-
ing to a civil suit filed by the 
city on Jan. 17.

The legal battle goes back 
to May 12, 2012, when a police 
informant infiltrated the busi-
ness and successfully placed a 
cash bet on a game of chance 
— the informer even received 

a betting slip, according to le-
gal documents filed with the 
King’s County Supreme Court. 
Three days later, an informant 
placed another illegal bet. 

Police raided the building 
on May 17, finding gambling 
slips and other “gambling de-
vices.” One person was ar-
rested for gambling-related 
offenses.

Police claim that the owner 
and business operators of 
Sena “were aware or should 
have been aware of the ille-
gal activity occurring at the 
subject premises” — and so 
cops are asking that the de-
fendants shutter their Pacific 

Street business for a year and 
pay a penalty of $1,000 for 
each day they knew about 
the gambling ring.

Building owner Urban 
Sales Corp. was also named 
as a defendant in the suit.

A call to Sena to ask if 
the allegations were true was 
met with a “no” by a woman 
working there. The woman, 
who wouldn’t give her name, 
would not answer any fur-
ther questions.

New York City Police — 
the one bit of fuzz this salon 
couldn’t tame — did not re-
spond to requests for com-
ment.

Salon taking a cut
City sues to close Slope gambling ring

Police want to shutter Park Slope salon Sena Afri-
can Hair Braiding for hosting what cops say is an 
illegal gambling ring.
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SATNICK’S FINE JEWELRY
187 State Street (between Court & Boerum)  718-852-1421

HOLIDAY HOURS

**All sales are final and my not be combined with any other discount or previous sale. Antiques/watches, custom orders, jewelry marked “special,” 
 are all excluded from this sale. Buy one get one Free are of equal or lesser value. Quantities of merchandise are limited and on a first come-first serve basis.

 Lay-a-ways and merchandise bought before Feb. 8 does not apply to this sale. Sale ends Feb. 16, 2011.

SATNICK’S 100THANNIVERSARY 
VALENTINE’S DAY SALE

UP TO 50% OFF*
ALL JEWELRY, WATCHES, & GIFTWARE

SPECIAL EVENT: February 8TH-16TH

Buy one get one FREE!
on select Sterling Silver Earrings, 14kt 

Gold Earrings, and Chamilia Beads

Trade in your old jewelry and receive 10% EXTRA towards your new purchase!

FREE pair of genuine 
Gem Earrings

in Sterling Silver with any purchase 
over $150.00

FREE  
Box of Chocolates
with any purchase over $99.99

Offer valid at:

IKEA Brooklyn, IKEA Elizabeth, 
IKEA Long Island and IKEA Paramus

Coupon valid until February 19, 2013. Limit one per person, per 
transaction, per day. Home furnishings purchase amount must be 
$250 before tax. Coupon must be given to cashier at checkout. No 
photocopies of this coupon accepted. No cash value. One discount per 
customer. Not valid on previous purchases. Offer valid only at IKEA 
Brooklyn, IKEA Elizabeth, IKEA Long Island and IKEA Paramus. Offer 
not valid at IKEA Home Shopping.

Bring this coupon to your IKEA store to get $25 off a purchase 
of $250 or more—hurry in, this offer won’t last long!

Get $25 off of ANY $250 
purchase!

EMAIL

��  YES, SIGN ME UP! I’d like to receive IKEA emails with the 
latest sale information, as well as info about local store events.

IKEA New Haven
IKEA-USA.com/new_haven

IKEA Long Island 
IKEA-USA.com/long_island

IKEA Paramus Open 
every day except Sunday. 
IKEA-USA.com/paramus

IKEA Elizabeth Only 3.5% sales tax. 
Free shuttle from Manhattan. 
IKEA-USA.com/elizabeth

IKEA Brooklyn For information 
on public transportation options, 
please visit IKEA-USA.com/brooklyn

Not all products available at IKEA Home Shopping. We apologize for, but will not be bound by or responsible for, any errors in 
our advertisements. See IKEA store for country of origin information. 

Save 
up to20% 

on a kitchen**

Spend $3500 or more, 
SAVE 10%

Spend $4500 or more, 
SAVE 20%

AKURUM kitchen with RAMSJÖ red-brown doors and drawer fronts 
$6679 with 20% off. Reg $5343 Stained, clear lacquered solid beech/
beech veneer. Shown with TYDA handles. Requires assembly. AKURUM 
kitchens have a 25-year limited warranty. See IKEA store or IKEA-USA.com 
for details. *See IKEA store for 10'×10' layout details. The total price includes 
cabinets, fronts, interior shelving, drawer and door dampers, hinges, toekicks, 
legs, visible moldings and panels. Your choice of countertops, sinks, faucets, 
knobs and handles, appliances and lighting are sold separately. **Kitchen offer 
valid January 19 - February 19, 2013. Offer only valid at IKEA Brooklyn, IKEA 
Elizabeth, IKEA Long Island, IKEA New Haven and IKEA Paramus. Includes free-
standing kitchens, AKURUM cabinets, fronts, cover panels, moldings, drawers, 
hinges, countertops, knobs and handles, appliances, sinks, faucets, RATIONELL 
interior organizers and FASTBO wall panels.

RAMSJÖ kitchen
Starting at

$1799*

Based on a 10'×10' kitchen

© Inter IKEA Systems B.V. 2013. Printed in USA. 

Cut yourself
a break. 
Hurry in to your local IKEA® store to save 
with these two limited-time offers!

BP

BGG-000750_Brooklyn-KitchenAd_HalfHorz-FNL.indd   1 1/25/13   8:34 AM
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866.795.2344   lease@bushterminal.com    882 Third Avenue, Brooklyn        

Industrial, Offi ce, Creative, 

Warehouse/Distribution, 

Manufacturing, Retail, and 

Technology.

WHERE INNOVATION LIVES

Convenient access to major 

business hubs. 

Subways & Highways just 

blocks away.

www.bushterminal.com

COMMERCIAL UNITS 
WITH FLEXIBLE SPACE.  

PREBUILT/BUILT TO SUIT

FOR NETS TICKETS CALL (718) NETS-TIX 
OR VISIT BROOKLYNNETS.COM

BROOK LY N  NE T S 
FA N  OF  T HE  W E E K

Get spotted in your Brooklyn Nets gear by our photographers, and we’ll put your picture in the paper!

Drevom Sallet, Ditmas Park
“I love the Nets, they’re Brooklyn, my home town.”
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 Adam Wilson , 
writer, author of 
 “Flatscreen” : “ Art of 
Natural Beauty  in Cobble 
Hill has some excellent 
V-Day deals. There’s a 
package where you each 
get a massage, then they 
leave you and your date alone together in a 
room with a jacuzzi, sauna, and shower for 
a while. Free strawberries too, if I remem-

ber correctly.”
Douglas Calhoun, 

bartender at Red 
Hook’s Fort Defi-
ance: “A good first date 
that’s sure to hook a cul-
tural type is a show or 
movie at  Brooklyn Acad-
emy of Music  followed 
by a nightcap at  No. 7  on Greene Street. 
They have great cocktails and relaxed but 
upscale vibe.”

Continued from page 1

VALENTINE...

By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

He may have been born in the 
Bronx, but for residents of this 
borough, he was a Brooklyn boy 
at heart.

Brooklyn leaders saluted former 
Mayor Ed Koch — who famously 
greeted commuters as they walked 
home across the Brooklyn Bridge 
from Manhattan during a 1980 tran-
sit strike — upon his death of con-
gestive heart failure at 2 am on Feb. 
1, 2013. Koch served as mayor from 
1978 until 1989, and turned 88 last 
December.

Borough President Markowitz 
vowed to fly the Brooklyn flag at 
half-staff over borough hall last Fri-
day, in honor of Koch’s service to 
New York City and the years the late 
mayor lived in the County of Kings 
after he moved to Kensington in 1941 
with his young family before head-
ing to France to fight the Nazis as a 
combat infantryman.

“I have no doubt this is where he 
got the Brooklyn attitude, swagger, 
and ‘chutzpah,’ that made him such 
a character and helped him navi-
gate New York City through some 
of its most challenging times,” said 
Markowitz. 

“Although I’ve had my disagree-
ments with Mayor Ed Koch, I always 
respected that he spoke his mind,” 
said mayoral hopeful Sal Albanese. 
“New York City lost a giant of a man 
today.”

Councilmember Domenic Recchia 
(D–Coney Island) recalled Koch as 
“authentic to the bone, larger-than-
life, and always the true embodi-
ment of what it means to be a New 
Yorker.”

“For decades, he embodied the 
soul of our city, unfailingly defend-
ing and advocating for New York 
and everyone in it,” said Rep. Jerrold 
Nadler (D–Park Slope), also laud-

Mayor Ed Koch dies at 88
The Mayor paid close attention at a hearing at Intermediate School 303 in Coney Island in the 1980’s.
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ing Koch’s “unflinching” support 
for Israel.

Mayor Bloomberg called Koch 
“an irrepressible icon, our most char-
ismatic cheerleader and champion… 
a great mayor, a great man, and a 
great friend.”

“We will miss him dearly, but 
his good works — and his wit and 
wisdom — will forever be a part 
of the city he loved so much,” said 
Bloomberg. “His spirit will live on 
not only here at City Hall, and not 

only on  the bridge that bears his 
name , but all across the five bor-
oughs.”

“Ed Koch was a great New 
Yorker. A shrewd and honest civil 
servant, he was never shy to speak 
his mind and stand up for what he 
believed to be in the best interest of 
New Yorkers and all Americans,” 
said former Republican Rep. Bob 
Turner of Sheepshead Bay, who 
was elected in large part thanks to 
Koch’s endorsement. “This honesty 

and bravado led to the beginning of 
our unique and cherished friendship. 
Mayor Koch’s support was the crit-
ical element in my winning Demo-
cratic support during my campaign 
for the House. I am proud to have 
called him my friend.”

African-American Brooklynites 
also praised Koch, with recently 
elected Rep. Hakeem Jeffries (D–
Fort Greene) noting his efforts to 
bring the city back from the bank-
ruptcy crisis of 1978 and build more 
affordable housing.

“Edward Koch served as a Big 
Apple Mayor with a big personal-
ity who embodied the spirit, wit 
and resilience of New York City,” 
said Jeffries, who pointed out that 
the late mayor “engineered the de-
velopment of thousands of units of 
affordable housing that have bene-
fited generations of working fami-
lies in some of our toughest neigh-
borhoods.”

The comments came despite hiz-
zoner’s tense relationship with the 
black community while in office, 
especially following his weak re-
sponse to the murder of East New 
York youth Yusuf Hawkins at the 
hands of white Bensonhurst resi-
dents in Aug. 1989 — which some 
say  may have cost him a fourth 
term . Koch’s handling of ethnic 
tensions is part of the backdrop of 
Spike Lee’s 1989 classic “ Do The 
Right Thing ,” which depicts fric-
tion between whites and blacks in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant.

Southern Brooklyn residents also 
recalled Koch fondly, with Brooklyn 
Chamber of Commerce president 
Carlo Scissura — a Bensonhurst 
native — recalling Koch’s famous 
policy of conducting informal opin-
ion polls  in the street.

“Koch always asked, ‘How am 
I doing?’ ” Scissura said. “Well, 
Brooklyn says you did great!” 

Koch sports a Brooklyn Dodogers hat — before they once 
again became cool — during the Brooklyn Bridge centennial 
celbration in 1983.
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Bill DeBlasio is running for mayor. He’s also a Park Slope dad. We took a moment to chat 
with the Public Advocate about why he truly is an “outer-borough working dad,” how he 
feels about bike lanes, and whether or not he is a member of the Park Slope Food Co-op.

BILL DE BLASIO
Mayoral candidate chats about Slope, 
Brooklyn Bridge Park and bikes lanes

CHECKIN’ IN WITH:

Eli Rosenberg: Giuliani 
is remembered for cleaning 
up the city. Bloomberg per-
haps for making streets more 
bike and pedestrian friendly. 
How will you make your 
mark on the city if you’re 
elected mayor?

Bill DeBlasio: There’s a 
little bit of a Roman emperor 
problem with a lot of pub-
lic leaders and they’re most 
concerned with the physi-
cal structures they create, 
when in fact the challenge 
right now is more of an in-
tellectual one. We have to 
try to prepare our kids for 
a 21st century economy. 
I proposed an aggressive 
plan to do that, by focus-
ing on early childhood edu-
cation and after-school pro-
grams, and it’s controversial 
for some because it would 
require a tax on the wealthy 
to achieve. 

ER: With Ed Koch’s pass-
ing, it’s hard not to think about 
the legacy of New York City 
mayors in an election year. 
Which former mayor is your 
biggest role model? 

BD: Unquestionably 
[Fiorello] La Guardia. He was 
a unifier at a time when there 
were real difficulties and ten-
sions in the city and he served 
throughout the Depression 
and he never acted like the 
economic reality wasn’t his 
responsibility. He also had 
tremendous compassion. He 
lived among the people and 
believed in being out and ac-
cessible — something Koch 

did very well, also.
ER: Bloomberg has 

fully embraced the model 
of public-private partner-
ships in places like Brook-
lyn Bridge Park, Downtown 
and Atlantic Yards. Is this a 
model of governing that you 
support?

BD: I support it as long 
as there is real oversight and 
some hard bargaining with 
regards to the private sector. 
With Brooklyn Bridge Park 
it was necessary to guaran-
tee that we could have a park 
that was self-sustained. So 
that was a case of a produc-
tive partnership. But I think 
that in every one of them 
you have to make sure the 
public is getting full value 
from its private partners and 
that it’s a carefully moni-
tored deal.

ER: You kicked off your 
campaign at your home in 
Park Slope where your wife 
called you an “outer-borough 
working dad.” Some people 
might say that an 11th Street 
address doesn’t exactly qual-
ify you as “outer-borough” 

these days.
BD: That’s crazy. We 

moved here in 1992. This 
was long before I had any 
gumption of running for of-
fice. We’re homeowners, our 
daughter just graduated, but 
for 14 years now our kids 
have gone to public school. 
Chirlane and I are like so 
many other middle-class 
folks that have had to fig-
ure out a way to find child-
care we could afford when 
our kids were younger, and 
balance all the pieces of our 
lives. 

ER: Are you now, or have 
you ever been a card-carry-
ing member of the Park Slope 
Food Co-op? 

BD: I am not a member of 
the Co-op. Got close to doing 
it a few times, but never could 
figure out how to handle the 
time commitment.

ER: If elected, would you 
continue setting aside more 
public space for bicycles and 
pedestrians? 

BD: The motivation [for 
bike lanes] has been noble 
but the approach has often 
been without the kind of com-
munication with the commu-
nity that I’d like. What I’d 
say is that let’s look at ac-
tual evidence. Where they’ve 
worked, great, let’s keep 
them. Where they haven’t 
worked let’s revise them or 
change them.

ER: Final question: Nets 
or Knicks? 

BD: If that’s the choice, 
Nets, unquestionably.
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Tattoo tales
Diamonds are forever, but ink is more spe-

cific.
Two experts on the cultural and artistic his-

tory of tattoos will tell tragic stories about one 
of the more painful demonstrations of love and 

devotion at the Morbid 
Anatomy Library this 
Valentine’s Day. 

“The tradition of 
having lovers’ names 
tattooed goes back at 
least as far as the Ro-
man era,” said Univer-
sity of Chicago lecturer 
Anna Friedman. “Pre-
sumably yes, they’ve 

been regretting it.”
In Rome, most unwanted tattoos marred 

the skins of slaves and criminals, but this cre-
ated a real demand for tattoo-removal recipes 
— which Friedman says may have been use-
ful for removing ancient iterations of heart-
shaped tattoos as well.

The lecture won’t just cover inking in west-
ern cultures, but also love-signs around the 
world.

“In other cultures we have things like tradi-
tional marks of marriage, or betrothals, which 
were done as a sort of rights of passage.” said 
Friedman, who will share the stage with Matt 
Lodder. “There are other marks where, if you 
didn’t have it, then you weren’t marriageable 
material.”

In the end, the talk won’t be a heart-warm-
ing one, but it should live up to the Morbid 
Anatomy name.

“There’s some short stories about tattooing 
and romance, which are kind of creepy and 
weird,” said Friedman. “They always end with 
death, or some macabre consequence like be-
ing splashed with acid, or having the tattoo 
flayed off the skin.”

Tragic Tattoo Tales at Morbid Anatomy 
Library [543 Union St. between Nevins and 
Bond streets in Gowanus, (718) 243–1572, 
proteusgowanus.org/morbid-anatomy] Feb. 
14, 8 pm. $5. — Colin Mixson

R E A D I N G

If you’re planning on spending Valentine’s 
Day locked inside your bedroom crying and 
listening to Morrissey croon, remember — 
misery loves company.

Get out, and join other mopes to see the 
Smiths tribute band the Sons and Heirs on 
Feb. 14 at the Bell 
House in Gowanus 
— a four-year-old 
tradition that regu-
larly sells out.

“Morrissey is 
kind of the unlov-
able, singing about 
never finding any-
one,” said Ronnie 
“Ronnissey” Scott, 
who imitates Morris-
sey with uncanny accuracy for classics like “There 
Is A Light That Never Goes Out,” “Girlfriend 
in a Coma,” and “How Soon Is Now?”

But when Scott joined the Sons and Heirs seven 
years ago, he was an unlikely candidate.

“Honestly, I really wasn’t into the Smiths 
or Morrissey,” the 35-year-old said.

He was, after all, only 9 when the band 
broke up for good.

“My oldest sister was a Smiths fan, or a 
Morrissey fan by then — she had a poster 
of Morrissey hanging up in her room, but I 
didn’t get it at all.”

But when someone he was dating saw an ad 
on Craigslist looking for a singer that sounded 
like Morrissey, he answered the call.

“I went down there looking for a couple of 
bucks or something,” he said.

Now, he appreciates the Smiths — espe-
cially the response they still invoke in fans, 
even if they’re “reissued, repackaged,” to para-
phrase “Paint a Vulgar Picture.”

“They don’t come down to listen to it, they 
come down to be a part of it,” Scott said.

“I always swore I would never, ever, ever 
do any kind of cover stuff, but now I can see 
the effect it has on people. It’s so strange. If it 
didn’t have that effect, I would never do it.”

The Smiths aren’t likely to reunite — Mor-
rissey once famously said, “I would rather eat 
my own testicles than reform the Smiths, and 
that’s saying something for a vegetarian.” 

But that’s fine for Scott and the rest of the 
Sons and Heirs.

“For us to kind of get up there and recre-
ate something that will never happen again 
is phenomenal,” he said.

“Unlovable: A Smiths & Morrissey Val-
entine’s Day” at Bell House [149 Seventh 
St. between Second and Third avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 643–6510, www.thebell-
houseny.com]. Feb. 14, 9 pm.  $12 advance, 
$15 door. — Jaime Lutz

By Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

G
rab your heart-shaped kib-
bles, there’s puppy love in 
the air.

A “Yappy” Valentine’s Day 
celebration will honor the un-
breakable bond between woman 
and dog rather than woman and 
man at a romantic gathering of 
pups and their human coun-
terparts.

“Valentine’s Day is a day for 
lovers, but we love in so many 
different ways. It doesn’t always 
have to be just about couples,” 
said Ginny Chen, who will at-
tend the Feb. 14 bash with her 
date Wawa, a 14-year-old Chi-
huahua. 

“I love my dog and I think 
there is no better way for peo-
ple to get together.”

The festivity will be held at 
Angry Wades, a dog-friendly 
Cobble Hill sports bar com-
plete with a pool table, dart-
board, and a working fireplace. 
Attendees can booze it up on 
the cocktail specials while their 
canine companions meet-and-
greet other pooches and nosh 
on tasty doggie treats — dished 
out in fancy martini glasses, 
said Chen.

Chen, a member of the 
Brooklyn Heights-based wom-
en’s volunteer group the Ju-
nior League of Brooklyn, is 
the brains behind the Valen-
tine’s Day party, which ben-
efits the organization’s chari-
table programs.

She said the event would be a great 
way for dogs and pet owners to mingle 
for a good cause. 

Plus, she pointed out how beloved 
pooches are just as good as real — hu-
man — dates, offering benefits only a 
dog can dish.

“They love unconditionally and they 
give you puppy kisses,” she said. 

“It’ll be a nice way for us to show love 
for all the important two- and four-legged 
friends that deserve love and apprecia-
tion on that day.”

The shindig — which includes a raf-

fle and doggie bags stuffed with doggie 
Frisbees — isn’t just for those without 
a significant other on the national day 
of love, said Chen, who added that last 
year’s turnout boasted not only singles, 
but also married couples who are also in 
love with dogs.

But the celebration is exclusive in one 
respect — it’s open only to dogs and not 
their feline counterparts.

“We worry the cats and dogs won’t get 
along,” she said. 

“On a day of love we don’t want any-
one to get hurt.”

Unlovable
C O N C E R T
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A 
vintage shopping party run by 
clothing dealer Erin Silvers of 
Out of My Mind Vintage will 

have a cheekier, campier edge to it 
than your typical second-hand ap-
parel shop-fest — think “funky psy-
chedelic” clothes from the 1970s — 
and the event will have the conga 
lines behind that sensibility.

“It’s not just about shopping,” Sil-
vers said, who will host “Vintage 
Vogue & Vinyl” at Park Slope’s Union 
Hall on Feb. 9. 

“It’s about getting out of your head, 
out of your mind a little bit.”

The event won’t just involve clothes 
— shoppers will be able to peruse 
retro records from wax dealer Greg-
ory Winter, get a mod hairdo cour-
tesy of stylist Zuleika Acosta, stock 

up on tacky-fabulous nail art from 
Miss Mollie, and even slurp $5 cock-
tails prepped by drag queen extraor-
dinaire Jackie Knife. 

DJ Mr. NYSE — also known as 
Dave Hadden — will provide the day’s 
soundtrack and “get weird” with old 
standards, Silvers said.

Silvers — who also works as a 
Union Hall bartender — said she’s 
been a thrifter all her life, one who 
mixes and matches eras and styles 
with abandon.

“I call it matchmaking,” she said. 
“I find a piece and a look for its per-
fect mate.” 

Love unleashed!
Women and their dogs get together for Valentine’s Day

It’s a sartorial soiree
Vintage shopping party comes to Slope

Flower power: Thrifter Erin Silvers, the brain behind Out of My 
Mind vintage personal shopping, has an eclectic collection to 
show off at her “Vintage Vinyl & Vogue” shopping party at Park 
Slope’s Union Hall on Feb. 9.
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Dog day: (From left) Miss Scarlett O’Aire, Wawa, and Penelope sit with their human Valentines Marcia Smith, Ginny Chen, and Mary 
Laura Brown, members of the all-women volunteer organization hosting a “Yappy” Valentines event at a Cobble Hill bar.
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The Junior League of Brooklyn’s 
“Yappy” Valentine’s Day at Angry 
Wades [222 Smith St. near Butler Street 
in Cobble Hill, (718) 488–7253, www.
yappyvalentines2013.eventbrite.com]. 
Feb. 14, 6–9 pm, $10 online, $15 door.

D O G S

“Out of My Mind Presents Vin-
tage Vogue & Vinyl” at Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth Avenue 
in Park Slope, (718) 638–4400, 
www.unionhallny.com]. Feb. 9 1-5 
pm, free.

S H O P P I N G
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their artistic side. Free with mu-
seum admission. 2:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum [145 Brooklyn 
Ave. at St. Marks Avenue in Crown 
Heights, (718) 735-4400], www.
brooklynkids.org. 

FILM, DOCUMENTARY ABOUT 
FAITH AND AIDS: “The Gospel of 
Healing Volume I: Black Churches 
Respond to HIV/AIDS” screen-
ing. Free. 6 pm. Concord Baptist 
Church Memorial Hall [833 Gardner 
C. Taylor Blvd., (718) 622-5430], 
www.nblca.org. 

PHOTOGRAPHY, CANADIAN EX-
CHANGE: Pierogi is pleased to 
present an exhibition of large-scale 
photographs and a video by Cana-
dian artist Isabelle Hayeur, as part 
of the Brooklyn Montreal exchange 
organized between eight Brooklyn 
and eight Canadian galleries and 
institutions. free. 7–9 pm. Pierogi 
Gallery [177 N. Ninth St. in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 599–2144], www.
pierogi2000.com. 

ART SHOW ABOUT ART HISTORY: 
Studio10 presents 20/20/2013, a 
group exhibition of work by Kevin 
Curran, Paul D’Agostino, Barbara 
Friedman, Joan Logue, Cathy Nan 
Quinlan and Adam Simon. These 
artists use art history as a participa-
tory matrix for their practice. Free. 
7–9 pm. Studio10 [56 Bogart St. in 
Bushwick, (718) 852-4396], www.
studio10bogart.com. 

ART, “UNTOLD”: Curated by Mari-
angela Lopez the performance and 
discussion invites you into to en-
gage with the artists as they reveal 
their creative processes. $15. 8 pm. 
BAX – Brooklyn Arts Exchange [421 
Fifth Ave. in South Slope, (718) 832-
0018], www.bax.org. 

MUSIC, MARDIS GRAS: Bayou to 

Bourbon St. is a night of Cajun, 
Zydeco and booming Brass! Join 
us at The Fabulous Jalopy Theatre 
and School of Music with Catahoula 
Cajun Band, Zydegrove, and the 
Hoo Doo Loungers for a Mardi Gras 
party to preview the 3rd Annual 
Bayou n’ Brooklyn Music Festival. 
12$. 8 pm. Jalopy [315 Columbia 
St. between Hamilton Avenue and 
Woodhull Street in Columbia Street 
Waterfront, (718) 395-3214], www.
jalopy.biz. 

ART, PORTRAITS OF MLK: The ex-
hibit is based upon the featured art-
ists’ rendition of the life and legacy 
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., some 
of whom personally met Dr. King. 
Gallery tours by appointment only. 
9 pm. Medgar Evers College [1638 
Bedford Ave., (718) 270-4920]. 

SAT, FEB. 9
MUSIC, TEEN JAZZ WINTER CON-

CERT: Brooklyn Conservatory of 
Music’s Teen Jazz Big Band and 
seven ensembles including our very 
special R&B Choir will be seriously 
digging into some excellent music, 
featuring over 30 musicians playing 
arrangements written by luminary 
composers such as Miles Davis, 
Benny Golson, Charles Mingus, 
Duke Ellington, and more. Don’t 
miss it! Free. 4 pm. Berkeley Carroll 
School [701 Carroll Street Brooklyn, 
NY 11215, 718-534-6601]. 

ENTERTAINMENT, IN LOVE WITH 
LITERACY: Paloma & Co. invites 
you to In Love With Literacy, an 
interactive “salon-style” evening of 
music, poetry and art at Gourmet 
Guild Williamsburg. Suggested 
donation $100 (minimum $50). 6–8 
pm. Gourmet Guild Williamsburg 

FRI, FEB. 8
MUSIC, ELECTRONIC DANCE 

MUSIC: CIRCE Electro & Rage 
United with Something In Spanish, 
Tamsin M. $7-$10. 8:00 p.m. Cameo 
(93 North Sixth Street in Williams-
burg), www.cameony.net. 

MOVIE, BLOW OUT: varies. 12:05 am. 
Nitehawk Cinema [136 Metropoli-
tan Ave. between in Williamsburg, 
(718) 384-3980], www.nitehawkcin-
ema.com. 

MOVIE, DEMON SEED: varies. 12:15 
am. Nitehawk Cinema [136 Metro-
politan Ave. between in Williams-
burg, (718) 384-3980], www.nite-
hawkcinema.com. 

EASTER FAIR: Vendors needed - no 
jewelry please. The fair is on March 
16 and 17. 9 am–5 pm. Our Lady 
of Grace Church [Ave. W at E. 3rd 
Street in Gravesend, (718) 376-8294]. 

GLOBAL SHOES: The exhibit incor-
porates cultural artifacts from the 
museum’s collection and a variety 
of hands-on, feet-on activities. 
Suitable for children 5 to 12 years 
old. $7.50 (Free for members and 
children under1). 10 am–5 pm. 
Brooklyn Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks Avenue 
in Crown Heights, (718) 735-4400], 
www.brooklynkids.org. 

TODDLER TIME: Barnyard buddies 
is suitable for 2 and 3 year olds. 
Children enjoy nature play, count-
ing and sing-a-longs. Registration 
required. (Session A and Session B). 
$150 ($125 members) for whole se-
ries. 10–11 am and 11:30 am–12:30 
pm. Prospect Park Zoo [450 Flat-
bush Ave. at Ocean Avenue in Pros-
pect Park, (718) 399-7339], www.
prospectparkzoo.com. 

ENTERTAINMENT, LETTERS TO 
SANTA: A museum exhibit at Wil-
liamsburg’s City Rliquary tells the 
story of a young Bedford-Stuyve-
sant-born man who in 1913 played 
Santa and answered the hopeful 
letters of needy children — suc-
ceeding miraculously in founding 
the Santa Claus Association, only to 
fail in the end. $5. noon–6 pm. City 
Reliquary [370 Metropolitan Ave., 
between Marcy Avenue and Have-
meyer Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
782–4842], www.cityreliquary.org. 

READING, AUTHOR PRESENTS NEW 
NOVEL: Brooklyn author Carlene 
Bauer will present her new novel, 
“Frances and Bernard,” about the 
story of a two people who meet at 
a writers colony in 1957 and form 
a fast, deep friendship. 2:30 pm. 
Greenlight Bookstore [686 Fulton 
St. between S. Elliott Place and S. 
Portland Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(718) 246-0200], greenlightbook-
store.com. 

ENTERTAINMENT, SING-A-LONG: A 
kid-friendly guitarist and bookseller 
will put on a sing-a-long for babies 
and toddlers, ages six weeks to 
three-years-old, at Greenlight Book-
store’s new weekly event. 2:30 pm. 
Greenlight Bookstore [686 Fulton 
St. between S. Elliott Place and S. 
Portland Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 
246-0200], greenlightbookstore.com. 

ART WORKS: Little Picasso’s explore 

[110 Broadway in Williamsburg, 
(631) 805-1967], www.palomaandco.
org/product/in-love-with-literacy-
fundraiser-for-still-waters-in-a-
storm. 

MUSIC, SAXOPHONE ENSEMBLE: 
Renowned composer and saxo-
phonist Andrew Rathbun, brings 
his large ensemble to Brooklyn 
Jazz Wide Open for a very special 
New York appearance. $10. 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Conservatory of Music [58 
Seventh Ave. between Lincoln Place 
and Seventh Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 622-3300 or email: rfrank@
bqcm.org], www.bqcm.org. 

MUSIC, REVOLUTIONARY SNAKE 
ENSEMBLE: Funk & street beat 
improvisational brass band the 
Revolutionary Snake Ensemble will 
bring down the house in a special 
free Mardi Gras show held in the 
BAMcafé. free. 9 pm. BAMcafé 
[30 Lafayette Ave., (718) 623-7811], 
www.BAM.org. 

ENTERTAINMENT, VINTAGE VAL-
ENTINES: Out of My Mind Vintage 
presents Vintage Vogue & Vinyl, a 
gussying up party for guys and gals, 
Valentine’s Day Weekend at Union 
Hall in Park Slope. Free. 1 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 638-
4400], www.unionhallny.com. 

WORKSHOP, NOVICE KNITTING: 
Materials will be available for pur-
chase at Brooklyn ARTery or feel 
free to bring your own. $90 for 
series of 3. 10:00–11:30. Brook-
lyn ARTery [1020 Cortelyou Rd. in 
Ditmas Park, (917) 721-0844], www.
brooklynartery.com. 

MOVIE, THE FUGITIVE: varies. 11:45 
am. Nitehawk Cinema [136 Metro-
politan Ave. between in Williams-
burg, (718) 384-3980], www.nite-
hawkcinema.com. 

WINTER FESTIVAL: Presented by the 
Bay Ridge Arts and Cultural Alliance 
embrace winter with music, dance, 
games, history and art. Partici-
pants include the Nordic Deli and 
the Scandinavian East Coast Mu-
seum. Get your passport stamped 
at every event. Free. Noon–5 pm. 
Third Avenue [Third Ave. at 69th 
Street in Bay Ridge, (718) 748-5950], 
www.bracabrooklyn.org. 

MOVIE, THE BLACK CAT: varies. 12 
pm. Nitehawk Cinema [136 Metro-
politan Ave. between in Williams-
burg, (718) 384-3980], www.nite-
hawkcinema.com. 

“THE PRINCE AND THE MAGIC 
FLUTE”: Puppetworks presents 
the comic adventure, based on the 
classic Mozart opera. The tale is of 
the brave prince and a bird catcher, 
who attempt to try and rescue the 
princess. Recommended for chil-
dren 3 years old and older. $8 ($9 

WHERE TO
SATURDAY
February 9

Bad 
romance
Tired of men com-
plaining about heart-
break? Listen to a 
woman. Author of 
“The Little Book of 
Heartbreak “ Meghan 
Laslocky delivers a 
talk about love and 
loss from the per-
spective of women’s 
history, covering top-
ics from divorce to 
convent history.

4 pm at BookCourt [163 
Court St. between Dean 
and Pacific streets in 
Cobble Hill, (718) 875–
3677, www.bookcourt.
com]. Free.

SUNDAY
February 10

Trial by 
tune
A story about mur-
der and a miscar-
riage of justice cries 
out for some music. 
The Gallery Players 
theater presents 
“Parade,” a musical 
about the true 
events of the 1913 
trial of Leo Frank, a 
Jewish Brooklynite 
who was wrongly 
accused of murder-
ing a 13-year-old girl.

3 pm at Gallery Players 
Theater [199 14th St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, 
(718) 832–0617, www.gal-
leryplayers.com]. $18.

MONDAY
February 11

Pryor 
feature
Brooklyn Academy 
of Music’s night of 
Richard Pryor fea-
tures the comedy 
sketches of “Dyna-
mite Chicken,” and 
“Lady Sings the 
Blues,” a biopic star-
ring Diana Ross as 
Billie Holiday and 
Pryor in a stand-out 
role as Piano Man, 
Holiday’s accompa-
nist and close confi-
dant.

5 pm at BAM Rose 
Cinemas [30 Lafayette 
Ave., between St. Felix 
Street and Ashland Place 
in Fort Greene, (718) 
636–4100, bam.org]. $13.

TUESDAY
February 12

Work, 
no play
Don’t waste any 
time on love — 
there’s work to do! 
Organizations such 
as the 3rd Ward, 
Fractured Atlas, 
Kickstarter, and Vol-
unteer Lawyers for 
the Arts are coming 
together to unite 
artists in this eve-
ning of networking 
and discussion. 
Meet like-minded 
folks and talk shop, 
eat snacks, and 
maybe even find a 
date for Thursday.

7:30 pm at 3rd Ward [195 
Morgan Ave. between 
Meadow and Stagg 
streets in Bushwick, (718) 
715–4961, www.3rdward.
com]. Free.

THURSDAY
February 14

Hey buster!
Forget “Titanic,” this is 
the original oceanic 
love story. See Buster 
Keaton as he fights off 
swordfish, slips and 
slides on the deck of a 
ship, and of course, 
tumbles around a fully 
rotating room, in “The 
Navigator,” a silent 
film accompanied by 
live music.

7 pm at the Nighthawk 
Cinema [136 
Metropolitan Ave. 
between Berry Street 
and Wythe Avenue in 
Williamsburg, (718) 384–
3980, www.nitehawkcine-
ma.com]. $16.
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This Valentine’s weekend, experience

VENICE IN 
BROOKLYN

at MARCO POLO RISTORANTE!
Allow us take you and your loved one on a true Italian journey with 
our staff dressed as personal “Gondolieri” and a special Valentine’s 

Day Menu prepared by Owner Chef Marco Chirico.

Special Valentine’s Theme lasts from  
Thursday, February 14th – Sunday, February 17th 

Visit MarcoPoloRistorante.com to see the special Valentine’s Day menu

345 Court Street (at Union Street)
For reservations (718) 852-5015
Website: MarcoPoloRistorante.com

Hard work: Painter Naomi Safran-Hon uses cement and lace in 
her work, which is on display at the Brooklyn Museum through 
Feb. 24.
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84 7th Ave. in Park Slope 
(Between Union St. & Berkeley Pl.)

718-623-2767
www.farosny.com

The Greeks, who gave the world Eros 
and Aphrodite, know a thing or two 

about love. Fall in love all over again at.

Thursday February 14th, 2013
Prix Fixe $45.00

Appetizers (choice of)
BEKRI MEZE

Braized Angus Beef, with onions peppers olives, sharp cheese red wine sauce

ROKA ME MARATHO
Arugula, Fennel, Dried Cranberries, Roasted Almonds, Halloumi Cheese with 

E.V.O.O. & Balsamic Vinaigrette

GARIDES SAGANAKI
Baked shrimps, light tomato sauce, feta cheese.

Main Course (choice of)
MAKARONADA ME THALASSINA

Sautéed Mussels, Calamari and Shrimp, cooked in a Rich Tomato Sauce over Linguini

VEGETARIAN MOUSAKA OR PASTICHIO
Clay Pot Baked Dish with Layers of Potato, Eggplant, Zucchini, Yogurt Béchamel Sauce  

OR
Clay Pot Baked Dish with Layers of Pasta, Carrots, Green Peas, Mushroom & 

Yogurt Béchamel Sauce

LAVRAKI
Grilled Whole Mediterranean Bass, with herbs, lemon & extra virgin olive oil

PAIDAKIA SKARAS
Grilled Lamb Chops with Roasted Lemon Potatoes or Rice Pilaf

MOSHARISHIA BRIZOLA
Grilled 18 ounces Black Angus Rib Eye Steak served with vegetable & housemade greek fries

Dessert
CHOCOLATE CAKE

Sokolatina: Vanilla Yogurt Cream, orange spoon sweet

EKMEK KATAIFI
Kataifi  pastry dough, custard

BAR SCRAWL By Bill Roundy

The Drink [228 Manhattan Ave., between Grand and Maujer streets in 
Williamsburg, (718) 782–8463, thedrinkbrooklyn.com]. Open Mon–Fri, 5 
pm–4 am; Sat, Sun, 1 pm–4 am.

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

H
ow would your dad’s jokes fare 
on late night?

“Running Late with Scott 
Rogowski” is a Conan O’Brien-style 
talk show — with Rogowski’s dad, 
64-year-old Marty Rogowski, as side-
kick.

In the monthly show at the Galapa-
gos Art Space in DUMBO, the father 
and son talked about their vacations, 
Scott’s bar mitzvah, and about Scott 
and his sister’s failed attempts to get 
into Dartmouth. The show has the in-
timate feel of sitting in a family’s liv-

ing room — a living room where audi-
ence members and guests like comedic 
musician Reggie Watts, or “Girls” ac-
tor Alex Karpovsky can sit down and 
chat with Scott’s dad.

The guests are entertaining — but 
Scott’s dad steals the show, accord-
ing to the host.

“He is just, to me, so unintentionally 
funny,” said Scott. “We have a strange 
dynamic. I see him in a certain way, 
and I like putting that out for the rest 
of the world to see.”

Marty, who is a retired Westchester 
County legislator, said he felt comfort-
able in the spotlight, but was unsure 
how he would do at comedy.

“I like to think I have a sense of hu-
mor, because you need to have a sense 
of humor in politics, but I’m clearly 
the straight man,” he said.

The Rogowskis’ first outing in 
Brooklyn last month featured a hand-
ful of small-time celebrities, including 
Saturday Night Live alumna Rachel 

Dratch, baseball insider Ken Rosen-
thal, Watts, and Karpovsky.

Rogowski started out as a stand-
up comic and briefly hosted a sports-
themed talk show called “12 Angry 
Mascots.”

Rogowski admires Johnny Carson 
bits he has seen on YouTube and con-
siders Conan O’Brien his idol. But he’s 
also a fan of lesser-known talk show 
guys from the 1960s and 1970s, in-
cluding Dick Cavett.

“He was less of a sketch guy. He 
gave his guests more time to talk,” said 
Rogowski. “I aspire to be like that, to 
break new ground, to not just be glib, 
to not just be promoting something.”

Tonight, meet the parent
Talk show invites guests to sit and chat with dad

“Running Late with Scott Rogows-
ki” and his dad at the Galapagos 
Art Space [16 Main St. at Water 
Street in DUMBO (718) 222–8500, 
www.galapagosar t space.com]. 
$12.

D I N I N G

Like son, like father: Host of “Running Late with Scott Rogowski,” Scott 
Rogowski is joined by none other than his dad, Marty.
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By Samantha Lim
for The Brooklyn Paper

T
he walls of the gallery space 
are bare — it’s the ceiling 
that’s the real attraction.

A Williamsburg gallery invites 
art-goers to kick off their shoes, 
grab a plush cushion, lie down, and 
enjoy a projected video on the ceil-
ing that gives viewers the sense of 
riding through Southern Califor-
nia in a convertible — gazing up 
at the great big blue sky. 

“The classic idea of LA prom-
ises freedom. Imagine cruising in 
your car on these open roads,” says 
Cooley, whose installation “Sky-
ward” is on display at the Boiler 
through March.

It’s true the experience exudes 
freedom, but it also feels a bit like 
being a Lilliputian, dwarfed by the 
heavens — a feeling uncommon to 
confident New Yorkers who stride 
forward without a thought given 
to the air up there.

“I’m constantly inspired by my 
surroundings, and find Los Angeles 
so rich,” said Cooley, who moved to 
LA after 15 years in New York. “[In 
New York] you see buildings. You’re 
concentrating on what’s straight 
ahead. You’re all up in your little 
groove. In LA, you’re driving, so 
you have more time to look at the 
big, open sky. And there’s lots of 
activity in the sky.”

Sure enough, the famously ter-
rible LA traffic gives denizens of 
the desert city plenty of time to 
look up. 

But the air above also teems 

with traffic in “Skyward.” Man-
made structures such as helicop-
ters, airplanes, and blimps soar 
alongside fauna like bees, birds, 
and moths.

Even the faux grass that car-
pets the gallery’s floor is an al-
lusion to LA.

“The most classic things about 
Southern California — its iconic 
palm trees — aren’t native. Every-
thing comes from so far away, yet 
people pretend to have green grass. 
There never should have been a 
city there. There’s no water.”

Although Skyward appears 
as one continuous recording, 
the nearly ten-minute video was 
compiled from numerous drives 
in various vehicles while others 
were recorded from stationary 
locations.

Compiling material for the video 
posed a myriad of challenges: 
Cooley had to crawl beneath a 
beehive to line up one shot.

The visual artist also braved 
an hour aboard a Pitts Special 
biplane as it performed aircraft 
aerobatics. He hired a pilot to fly 
him over the Pacific and wielded 
his video camera in an open-air 
cockpit to film the finale.

Look, up in the sky! It’s art
Artist drives through LA and points camera skyward

California uber alles: Artist Kevin Cooley’s video installation at 
the Williamsburg gallery the Boiler invites art-goers to lie down 
and enjoy the sky.
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“Skyward” at the Boiler [191 
N.14th St, between Wythe 
and Nassau avenues in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 599–2144, 
w w w. p i e r o g i2 0 0 0 .c o m] . 
Through late March, Thurs-
day–Sunday, 12–6 pm.

D I N I N G



adults). 12:30 and 2:30 pm. 
Puppetworks [338 Sixth 
Ave. at Fourth Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 965-3391], 
www.puppetworks.org. 

DADDY DAUGHTER BALL: 
Bea debutante on your 
date with dad. Dancing, 
refreshments, Valentine’s 
activities and guest DJ Kev 
White. $27 per couple ($20 
members) plus admission. 
5:30 –7:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Crown Heights, 
(718) 735-4400], www.
brooklynkids.org. 

ENTERTAINMENT, POETRY 
BROTHEL: Poets are 
transforming DUMBO’s 
Forgotten Works Studio 
into a brothel, complete 
with back rooms where, 
for a meagre fee, patrons 
can take advantage of the 
women’s particular set of 
skills — reading poetry, 
of course. $10. 8 pm. For-
gotten Works Studio [46 
Bridge St. between Plym-
outh and Water streets in 
DUMBO, (646) 298–8008], 
www.forgottenworksstu-
dio.com. 

SUN, FEB. 10
INSPIRATIONAL CONCERT: 

One World Brooklyn Kids 
Chorus will again perform 
with members of the Lafay-
ette Inspirational Ensem-
ble, under the direction 
of Janis Russell. good will 
donation. 11 am–12:30 pm. 
Lafayette Avenue Presby-
terian Church (85 S. Oxford 
St. at Lafayette Avenue in 
Fort Greene). 

RELIGION, INTERFAITH 
CONCERT: Music of our 
Faiths will incorporate se-
lections from Jewish, Chris-
tian and Muslim traditions, 
featuring soloist Ali Kahya 
and John Munnelly as well 
as the choirs of Congrega-
tion East Midwood Jewish 
Center and Our Lady of 
Refuge Church. Free. 4 pm. 
Our Lady of Refuge Church 
(Foster Ave. and Ocean Av-
enue in Flatbush). 

BARCLAYS, NBA BASKET-
BALL: The Brooklyn Nets 
take on the San Antonio 
Spurs. Starting at $15. 8 
pm. Barclays Center [620 
Atlantic Ave. at Flatbush 
Avenue in Downtown, (212) 
359–6387], www.Barclay-
sCenter.com. 

MON, FEB. 11
EASTER FAIR: 9 am–5 pm. 

See Friday, Feb. 8. 
ART SHOW ABOUT ART HIS-

TORY: 7–9 pm. See Friday, 
Feb. 8. 

TUES, FEB. 12
MARDI GRAS: Children 5 

years old and younger 
learn all about the holiday 
and its cultural signifi cance 
then create a fun mask to 
take home. Free with mu-
seum admission. 11:30 am. 
Brooklyn Children’s Mu-
seum [145 Brooklyn Ave. at 
St. Marks Avenue in Crown 
Heights, (718) 735-4400], 
www.brooklynkids.org. 

WACKY TUESDAYS: Yeah it’s 

back children 5 years old 
and younger explore art, 
science and culture in a fun 
and exciting way. Free with 
museum admission. 11:30 
am. Brooklyn Children’s 
Museum [145 Brooklyn 
Ave. at St. Marks Avenue in 
Crown Heights, (718) 735-
4400], www.brooklynkids.
org. 

ART, RHYTHMIC PAINTINGS: 
Julian Kreimer’s fi rst solo 
show of paintings in New 
York, Coming and Going. 
For the past decade, Kre-
imer has been rhythmically 
making paintings from 
observation while also, at 
fi rst in secrecy, painting 
abstractions. Free. 7:30 
– 11pm. Weeknights [566 
Johnson Ave., The Active 
Space, Studio #27, (201) 
953-4062], www.week-
nights.wordpress.com. 

WED, FEB. 13
BARCLAYS, NBA BAS-

KETBALL: The Brooklyn 
Nets take on the Denver 
Nuggets. Starting at $15. 
TBA. Barclays Center [620 
Atlantic Ave. at Flatbush 
Avenue in Downtown, (212) 
359–6387], www.Barclay-
sCenter.com. 

ART, GO WINNER: Brooklyn-
based artist Naomi Safran-
Hon heavily integrates 
cement in her artwork, 
which is mostly a hybrid of 
photography and painting. 
$12 contribution. 11 am–6 
pm. Brooklyn Museum [00 
Eastern Pkwy at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638-–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.
org. 

TALK, FRANK SORRENTINO: 
The author discusses his 
new book on the presi-
dency. Free. 12:30–2 pm. 
St. Francis College [180 
Remsen St., between 
Court and Clinton streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
489-5200], https://www.
sfc.edu. 

WORKSHOP, HOW TO 
WRITE A SHORT: A com-
prehensive introduction to 
screenwriting and how a 
script is used by all depart-
ments as the ‘blueprint’ for 
making a fi lm. $80. 6:00pm. 
Brooklyn Young Filmmak-

ers Center [143 Waverly 
Ave. in Clinton Hill, (718) 
935-0490], www.weare-
byfc.org. 

THURS, FEB. 14
FEEDING FRENZY: Check 

out what’s on the menu for 
the museum’s scaly friends. 
Free with museum admis-
sion. 3:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Crown Heights, 
(718) 735-4400], www.
brooklynkids.org. 

TALK, TODD SOLONDZ: 
Award winning fi lmmaker 
discusses the movie “Dark 
Horse”. Free. 4–6 pm. St. 
Francis College [180 Rem-
sen St., between Court and 
Clinton streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 489-5200], 
https://www.sfc.edu. 

FRI, FEB. 15
EASTER FAIR: 9 am–5 pm. 

See Friday, Feb. 8. 
ART, GO WINNER: 11 am–6 

pm. See Wednesday, 
Feb. 13. 

ART, ART SHOW ABOUT 
ART HISTORY: 7–9 pm. 
See Friday, Feb. 8. 

SAT, FEB. 16
ART, GO WINNER: 11 am–6 

pm. See Wednesday, 
Feb. 13. 

RELIGION, CATHOLIC MASS: 
The mass will be presented 
in the original Latin. there 
will be translation booklets, 
and Gregorian Chants. 
Noon–6 pm. Our Lady 
of Peace [522 Carroll St. 
between Fourth and Third 
avenues in Carroll Gardens, 
(718) 624-5122]. 

FLEE FROM THE COLD: 
Come in and get roasty 
toasty and learn how to 
play Nine-Man Morris and 
make a playing board to 
take home. Free. 1–3 pm. 
Lefferts Historic Home-
stead [452 Flatbush Ave. 
between Empire Boulevard 
and Eastern Parkway in 
Park Slope, (718) 789-2822], 
www.prospectpark.org. 
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WHERE CAN 
TECHNOLOGY 
TAKE YOU?

65 Career-Focused Degree and Certificate Programs in 21st Century Technologies  718.260.5250  www.citytech.cuny.edu
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BIOMEDICAL INFORMATICS

65 Career-Focused Bachelor, Associate and Certificate Programs in architectural and engineering technologies, entertainment, design and emerging media,  
healthcare professions, business and hospitality, information technologies and computer-related areas, paralegal studies, teacher education and more. 
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By Hannah Palmer Egan
for The Brooklyn Paper

T
he true story of one of Ameri-
ca’s most notorious hate crimes 
will come to Brooklyn in an 

epic five-hour production.
The Brooklyn Academy of Mu-

sic will showcase the controversial 
play “The Laramie Project,” which 
tells the story of the 1998 murder 
of Matthew Shepherd, and for the 
first time ever present it alongside 
its epilogue: “The Laramie Project: 
Ten Years Later.”

And a decade after the watershed 
production first told the story of a man 
killed in Laramie, Wyo. simply be-
cause he was gay, the epilogue proves 
time doesn’t always heal. 

“[It’s] an amazing theatrical expe-
rience, to be able to follow a town for 
that length of time,” said co-director 
Leigh Fondakowski, who with Greg 
Pierotti wrote “The Laramie Project 
Cycle,” which runs from Feb. 12 to 
24. “You walk out of the first play 
thinking ‘people really got it, peo-
ple really woke up.’ Then when you 
return for ‘Ten Years Later,’ you see 
this backlash and people really took 
a sharp turn in terms of distancing 
themselves.”

Three weeks after Shepard’s death, 
news trucks packed up and left and10 
members of the Tectonic Theater Proj-
ect rolled into town looking to have 
conversations with townsfolk that 
would spark production of the play, 
which has been produced around the 
world and in all fifty states. 

And the resistance of some com-
munity members to talk foreshad-
owed the still controversial nature 

Hate takes the stage
Decade after anti-gay murder, bias remains

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

F
or every romantic Valentine’s 
Day, there’s the day after.

Musician Donald Ducote 
is making Feb. 15 a celebration 
of love gone wrong for all those 
who had to endure another lonely 
holiday with a slew of anti-love 
songs and more than a little ca-
tharsis. 

“It was a subject I shied away 
from on other records and it felt 
like now was a good time to purge 
those emotions,” said Ducote, a 

Ditmas Park resident. “I hadn’t 
and they had stockpiled.”

Luckily, like many talented sad 
people, Ducote has an outlet for 
his sorrow and bitterness. 

He poured out his soul on 
“Tracks,” a new album he crafted 
under the moniker Ancient His-
tory, reflecting on all the hard 
times he endured. He recruited 
some studio musicians for the al-
bum and will be accompanied 
on stage by three back-up play-
ers at his anti-love show at the 
Sycamore Bar and Flowershop. 

The music is sparse and folky, 
while the lyrics on songs such as 
“Hands Are For Holding Drinks,” 
“She Gave You The Drink,” and 
“I Know It’s Late” detail the af-
termath of love turned sour. 

Not taking it quietly
Musician’s Valentine’s concert is anti-love

Valentine’s nay: Donald Ducote, as An-
cient History, will perform a night of anti-
love songs for the day after the greeting 
card holiday.
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Ancient History at Syca-
more Bar & Flowershop 
[1118 Cortelyou Rd. between 
Westminster Road and East 
11th Street in Ditmas Park, 
(347) 240–5850, www.syca-
morebrooklyn.com]. Feb 15, 
9:30 pm, $10.

M U S I C

of the subject material. 
“In places where queer people don’t 

have a presence or a voice, [the play 
is] still banned,” said Fondakowski. 
“High-school kids want to do it and 
their principals tell them they can’t. 
It becomes this fight they want to 
fight.”

But Fondakowski said the play 
does its best work in precisely these 
places. 

“In communities [where gays] are 
underrepresented and with young peo-
ple, [the play] gives them a vehicle to 
express something that’s important 
to them,” she said. 

Questions: (From left) Greg Pierotti, Jeremy Bobb, Amy Resnick, Christina Rouner, and Mercedes 
Herrero in “The Laramie Project” at BAM show the media attention that surrounded Matthew 
Shepherd’s death in 1998.
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“The Laramie Project Cycle” at 
BAM Harvey Theater [651 Ful-
ton Street between Ashland and 
Rockwell places in Fort Greene, 
(718) 636–4100, www.bam.org]. 
Feb. 12-24, $16–$20.

T H E AT E R

Bookish looks: Poet Stephanie Berger is organizing 
the Poetry Brothel in DUMBO, where literary enthu-
siasts can enjoy a night of burlesque, music — and 
private readings on Feb. 9.
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Though February is American Heart Health Month, every 
month is a good month to care for your heart. Heart dis-
ease has been the leading cause of death in America for 

almost 100 years, but regular screenings, such as blood pres-
sure and cholesterol monitoring, can play a crucial role in your 
long-term health. 

The goal of periodically monitoring heart function, even 
when you’re feeling fine, is to establish a “track record” for 
the heart, and to identify serious illnesses or risk factors so 
they can be addressed right away. For example, almost 80 mil-
lion Americans — including 73 million with high blood pres-
sure, and 35 million with high cholesterol — have a heart con-
dition that can be detected during a “standard” screening.  
Left untreated for long, any heart condition may increase the 
risk of coronary heart disease, heart failure, and other life-
threatening illnesses. 

The good news is that many heart conditions can be ad-
dressed with lifestyle changes and, if necessary, medication. 
So if a screening indicates that you might have high choles-
terol, high blood pressure, or any other heart condition, make 
sure to call your doctor. There’s no reason to lose heart. 

By Terrence Sacchi, M.D., Chief of Cardiology
New York Methodist Hospital

For Information Call: Stephanie Stellaccio
Offi ce: (718) 260-2575   Sstellaccio@Cnglocal.Com

WE HONOR OUR ESTEEMED GROUP OF 2013 
BROOKLYN WOMEN OF DISTINCTION

Rachel Amar
Antonia Yule 
Williams
Nicole Etienne 
Robinson
Alice Sena
Yelena Makhin
Elena Sataro
Linda Camarda

Dr. Millie Fell
Camille Loccisano
Liz Harris
April Mosque
Pamela Williams 
Harris
Trisha Ocona Francis
Dr. Melony Samuels
Rene McClure

Christine Blackburn
Kathleen Henderson
Ana Oliveira
Rabbi Linda Henry 
Goodman
Eileen Muller
Elisa Padilla
Debbie Carter
Dr. Kara Pasner

Sponsored by

Gala Dinner & Awards
Wednesday, June 12 at

C O U N T R Y  C L U B  C AT E R E R S     

5945 Strickland Ave, Mill Basin 

Brooklyn Women of Distinction Publication: Fri., Apr.26, 2013  
Deadline for congratulatory messages: Thurs., Apr. 18, 2013

Save the Date:

EXCELLENCE... 
DEDICATION... 

COMMITTMENT...

a Thursday morning rally 
against the lecture.

The event, billed as a lec-
ture “on the importance of 
[Boycott, Divestment, and 
Sanctions] in helping end Is-
raeli apartheid and the illegal 
occupation of Palestine,” fea-
tures two speakers, Berke-
ley Professor Judith Butler, 
a philosopher and Palestin-
ian rights advocate who is 
best known for her work on 
gender, and Omar Barghouti, 
a Palestinian human rights 

advocate.
Brooklyn College offi-

cials say that cancelling the 
event is out of the question, 
arguing that part of its mis-
sion is to hold events of this 
nature.

“As an institution of 
higher education, it is in-
cumbent upon us to uphold 
the tenets of academic free-
dom and allow our students 
and faculty to engage in di-
alogue and debate on top-
ics they may choose,” said 

no need to go through with 
repairs. 

“Not only do we get to get 

out from under the $9 million, 
but we can deliver a brand-
new, state-of-the-art library 
for no cost to the Brooklyn 

probably put the pool out of 
commission for 10 years,” 
said Sue Wolfe, president of 
Friends of Douglass/Greene 
Park, a community group 
that rallied to save the be-
loved outdoor swimming 
spot from city budget cuts 
two years ago. “We need the 
pool and the children need 
the pool.” 

Members of the park ad-
vocacy group are particularly 
worried about a construction-
related closure because the 
newly renovated greenspace 
is slated for a full reopening 

in March after activists lob-
bied electeds for nearly $1 
million in funding.

They are also afraid of 
storing contaminants deemed 
too toxic for the Gowanus 
Canal beneath the treasured 
public pool.

“You’ll have millions of 
gallons of raw sewage be-
neath the pool and I just 
don’t see how that is safe,” 
said Friends of Douglass/
Greene Park board mem-
ber and Gowanus resident 
Sabine Aronowsky. “This 
shouldn’t happen — I don’t 
feel comfortable with it and 

said Olise, who marvels at 
the borough’s aquatic purga-
tory daily as she bikes from 
her Park Slope home to her 
Ferris Street art studio.

“I find this area almost like 
a dying area of the city.”

The artist will use the 
jet-black gunk — which is 
loaded with oil, heavy met-
als, and other chemicals 
— to paint a collection of 
small black-and-white ab-
stract works, and one mon-
umental creation exploring 

Public Library system,” said 
Josh Nachowitz, vice presi-
dent of government and com-
munity relations at the Brook-
lyn Public Library. 

The Cadman Plaza build-
ing also houses the Brook-
lyn Public Library’s Business 

Library. The trustees plan to 
move that to the main branch 
in Prospect Heights.  

Last summer it became ap-
parent just how badly the cur-
rent Brooklyn Heights branch 
building, constructed in 1962, 
needed repairs. The air con-
ditioning system went kaput, 
and the staff had to close the 
sweltering facility on at least 
30 days. 

“Last summer, a lot of 
senior citizens came in here 
complaining that they couldn’t 
go to the library,” said Kenn 
Lowy, owner of the Brook-
lyn Heights Cinema. “It ob-
viously needs a lot of help, so 
if they can make a plan to fix 
it, that’s great.”

Branch library manager 
Uldis Skrodelis first started 
working at the Brooklyn 
Heights branch in 1977, when 
the basement was stocked as a 
fallout shelter, complete with 
barrels of food and other pro-
visions. He said the current 
building is getting more di-
lapidated by the day and that 
a new one is necessary. 

“Just the other day, a wa-
ter pipe in the ceiling burst,” 
said Skrodelis. “There’s only 
so much money you can put 
into an old place. Why would 
we spend all that money to 
put a brand new air-condi-
tioning system into a 50-year-
old building?”

The lot is zoned R10, which 
is the highest density residen-
tial zoning in the city. So, there 
is the potential to build as large 
as the 19-story One Pierre-
pont Plaza high-rise a cou-
ple of doors down. 

“I’m assuming the devel-
oper would want to build as 

much as possible, and prob-
ably residential,” said Nach-
owitz. 

Lowy lamented the thought 
of more condos coming into 
the neighborhood. 

“When all you do is build 
condos, all you do is build a 
wall and say you don’t want 
a certain type of person to be 
here,” said Lowy. “What we 
do need are more rentals.”

Even though the city owns 
the building and lets the li-
brary use it for free — as is 
does with most of the Brook-
lyn Public Library branch lo-
cations — Nachowitz said 
the library will get the prof-
its from any sale. 

It will take several more 
months to decide on a devel-
oper and a plan. In the mean-
time, it’s going to get hot again 
in a couple of months, so the 
library is working with the 
Brooklyn Library Guild, 
which represents the staff, to 
figure out a plan for this sum-
mer. And when the building is 
finally demolished, the library 
will find a temporary store-
front in Brooklyn Heights or 
bring in a trailer to use as a 
temporary branch. 

Judy Stanton, executive di-
rector of the Brooklyn Heights 
Association, said she is con-
cerned that the new library 
will be smaller. She also wor-
ries that the temporary library 
space will not have the ser-
vices patrons have come to 
expect. 

“A lot of people go to this 
library and want to use com-
puters or study in the library 
in the summer,” said Stanton. 
“They don’t want to have to 
sit in the Starbucks.”  

Continued from page 1

LIBRARY...

I don’t know any parent that 
would.”

Federal officials could not 
offer more details about the 
catch basins by press time, 
but at the forum Tsiamis said 
the agency is open to com-
munity suggestions for other 
potential locations.

He also stressed that al-
though the construction of 
the tank might be a tem-
porary burden, it’s a price 
worth paying to keep raw 
sewage out of the water-
way.

“Almost all segments of 
the community along the ca-
nal will be inconvenienced 
for a short time in one way or 
another,” said Tsiamis. “So 
for the short term there will 

be inconvenience for the long 
term benefit.” 

The details of the exten-
sive cleanup plan are not yet 
in stone, but the current pro-
posal calls for dredging toxic 
sediment from the waterway, 
capping the canal-bed to keep 
contaminants from bubbling 
up, and constructing an ad-
ditional $31.2-million hold-
ing tank buried alongside the 
banks of the canal at the head 
near Butler Street. 

Federal officials have 
tapped three-dozen pollut-
ers, including the city and en-
ergy giant National Grid, to 
foot the bill for the cleanup, 
which is expected to cost be-
tween $467 million and $504 
million. 

The plan will be finalized 
by the summer after a pub-
lic commentary period. Then 
comes a two-year design 
phase. The actual cleanup 
will go on until about 2022, 
agency officials said.

The agency will accept 
written and public comments 
on the proposal until Mar. 
28, 2013. E-mail gowanus-
canalcomments.region2@
epa.gov or write to:

Christos Tsiamis, project 
manager

Central New York Reme-
diation Section

US Environmental Protec-
tion Agency

290 Broadway, 20th fl oor
New York, NY 10007-

1866

Continued from page 1
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Brooklyn College President 
Karen Gould in a statement. 
“Some may believe that our 
steadfast commitment to 
free speech signals an in-
stitutional endorsement of 
a particular point of view. 
Nothing could be further 
from the truth.”

Still, Cymbrowitz claims 
this has nothing to do with 
freedom of speech at all.

“If a student club wants to 
have these forums, let the fo-
rums continue, but it should 
not be sponsored by Brook-
lyn College,” he said. 

Legal experts said the is-
sue isn’t entirely cut and dry 

in the school’s favor.
“I don’t think the school 

has any constitutional obli-
gation to show what is one 
side of a hot-button issue; 
suppose they only showed 
a Democratic candidate, but 
turned down the Republican 
one?” said free speech expert 
Jesse Choper, the Earl War-
ren Professor of Public Law 
at the University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley — a school that 
is no stranger to free speech 
controversies.  “If they had 
someone there who was as far 
to the right as Judith Butler 
is to the left, then that would 
be another matter.”

Continued from page 1
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Assemblyman Dov Hi-
kind opposes pro-Pales-
tinian speakers at Brook-
lyn College.
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the landscape neighboring 
the 1.8-mile long federal Su-
perfund site.

The paintings will be 
featured in a Manhattan art 
space in May.

“They’re going to be very 
close up details of things 
around the canal like a lamp-
post or a fire hydrant,” said 
Olise.

This isn’t Olise’s first en-

counter with the Gowanus.
The artist previously used 

water from the canal for a 
series of large-scale paint-
ings of abandoned structures, 
which are currently on dis-
play in Texas.

Olise said that the nox-
ious mud’s thick texture is 
perfect for her art — and 
with the help of some white 
house paint it sticks to her 

canvases.
“It hangs together well 

and it’s very, very black,” 
she said.

She loves it as a material, 
but that doesn’t mean she is 
entirely comfortable being so 
close to the toxic sludge.

“It’s scary for sure — it’s 
much more polluted than I 
could have ever imagined,” 
she said.

Continued from page 1

MUD...

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Mary Jeys is burning a torch for a 
time when money was spent locally.

The conceptual artist is the master-
mind of a new form of borough-centric 
currency dubbed Brooklyn Torches, 
which she hopes will counter the on-
line shopping trend and keep money 
flowing through North Brooklyn’s 
small businesses.

“It’s about how money is a mecha-
nism not only of exchange, but of com-
munication,” said Jeys, who coined 
the idea after friends convinced her it 
would be dangerous to hand out cash 
while riding around on a bicycle out-
fitted with an ATM for an art project. 
“The bill has so much meaning.”

Inspired by the Ithaca Hour, a form 
of local currency that has been in use 
in that city since 1991, Jeys began de-
signing Brooklyn Torches — a proj-
ect that she hopes will spark discus-
sions about trust and safety regarding 
money.

Americans have the greenlight 
to create local forms of currency to 
pay for goods and services, so long 
as the cash has a value that can be 
measured against the dollar and par-
ticipants pay taxes as they would on 
regular money.

For now, Brooklynites can invest in 
the local bucks by bringing items to 
Jeys’s studio, getting them appraised 
for Torches, and using the Torches to 
buy merchandise at the art space.

But the goal is to reach a much 
broader market. 

“I’ve been talking to a bunch of busi-
nesses, and they are usually interested 
in having a conversation with me, since 
part and parcel of being an entrepre-
neur is being willing to try new things,” 
said Jeys, who hopes to enlist volun-
teers interested in the cause. “But we 

She’s a money maker
Artist giving North Brooklyn its very own currency

By Jaime Lutz
The Brooklyn Paper

Parting is such sweet sor-
row — especially when it’s 
Jacques Torres who’s leav-
ing.

On Feb. 1 the famed choc-
olatier began moving the bulk 
of his manufacturing operation 
from DUMBO and SoHo to 
a massive complex in Sunset 
Park’s Brooklyn Army Ter-
minal. Though Torres plans to 
maintain his retail storefront in 
DUMBO, most of the choco-
late he sells there will no longer 
be made on the premises.

Neighbors getting nostalgic 
about the erstwhile aroma of 
melting chocolate over DUM-

BO’s streets can take some sol-
ace in Torres’s plans for his 
old workspace. Brianne Perea, 
a spokeswoman for the busy 
candyman, says there are no 
plans at the moment to leave 
the DUMBO location. Instead, 
Torres is plotting to renovate 
and expand the retail space 
into the former factory. “While 
no formal layout has been cre-
ated, he foresees more cafe-
style seating,” Perea said. 

But it’s undoubtedly the 
end of an era for DUMBO. 
Torres opened his first choco-
late factory there in 2000, back 
when the neighborhood could 
still plausibly be called “up-
and-coming.” Then, Torres 

Jacques Torres chocolate 
factory leaving DUMBO

Sweet move

constructed the factory him-
self — by hand. More than 
a decade later, Torres has a 
Wonka-like chocolate empire, 
with four retail locations across 
New York. 

Torres is expecting crowds 

at the new factory, which  will 
include rooms devoted to ice 
cream and chocolate powder, a 
five-ton melter, and tours open 
to the public. Construction 
should be completed by late 
summer.

Legendary DUMBO chocolatier Jacques Torres is 
moving his chocolate factory to Sunset Park, but 
hopes to expand his DUMBO shop.

have to come up with a system.”
Some North Brooklyn merchants, 

such as Word bookstore owner Chris-
tine Onorati, can’t wait to sign up.

“I love the idea of a local currency,” 
said Onorati, who has experience with 
regional currency from her time in 
Northport, Long Island, where the 
Northport Dollar helped keep money 
in the community. “It’s a way to keep 
the money local and keep people aware 
of who’s participating.”

This isn’t the first time Brooklyn 
has gone up against the dollar. From 
1996 to 2000, about 100 businesses, 
many of them in Park Slope, embraced 

a form of currency called Greenbacks. 
At one point, there was nearly $100,000 
worth of the currency in circulation.

That experiment in local currency 
was successful, but the large adminis-
trative upkeep eventually caused the 
founders to shut the project down, or-
ganizers said.

“It can be done with proper market-
ing and proper outreach. Six or seven 
people running it wasn’t enough,” said 
Craig Seeman, one of the founders 
of the Greenback. “She may need 10 
to 15 people to do this properly. But 
with the internet, it’s so much eas-
ier now.”

These slips of paper aren’t just works of art — they could become 
a new form of currency for Williamsburg and Greenpoint dubbed 
the “Brooklyn Torch” by conceptual artist Mary Jeys.
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By Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

Red Hookers will once again be able to 
sink their teeth into fine artisan cheeses 
and organic produce when Fairway Mar-
ket reopens on March 1. 

The  Sandy-slammed grocery  made 
its much-anticipated announcement in 
a tweet — and store officials can’t wait 
to reopen.

“Man we’ve missed you,” the gro-
cer wrote.

The Oct. 29 super storm pounded the 
gourmet outlet at the foot of Van Brunt 
Street with a vicious five-foot storm 
surge that left the community’s culinary 
anchor shuttered for months. 

But store officials said  the super-

market will come back better than ever  
with an expanded bakery section, wider 
aisles and more outdoor seating. 

“It’s going to be a community-wide 
celebration,” said Fairway spokesman 
Bruce Bobbins, who added that there 
will be a special commemoration cer-
emony — possibly featuring Mayor 
Bloomberg and Borough President 
Markowitz — that will likely be held 
in the store’s parking lot at 9:30 am on 
opening day.

The grocery chain’s Red Hook out-
post required a gut renovation after 
Hurricane Sandy’s floodwaters de-
molished everything it touched in the 
massive store.

The restoration cost nearly $10 mil-
lion, store officials said.

Fairway to reopen March 1

Hurricane Sandy decimated the 
Fairway Market in Red Hook — 
but the shop is slated to reopen 
on March 1.
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PARENTKIDS • SCHOOL • STYLE • TEENS • CAMPS • MUSIC

Call: 230-5255
763 President St. (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.)

A fully licensed and certified preschool
 2-4 year old programs
 Licensed teachers
 Optimal educational equipment
 Exclusive outdoor facilities
 Indoor Gym facilities

  2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days

 Spacious Classrooms
 Enriched Curriculum
 Caring, loving environment

DAY SCHOOL, INC.

2 blocks from B. Bridge Park Pier 6 Playgrnd  
2 floors Restaurant and Play Space  
81 Atlantic Ave (@Hicks)  718-923-9710  
Mon-Wed 10am—6:30pm,  
Thurs-Sun 10am — 8:30pm  
Www.themoxiespot.com 
 

Come Check it Out! 
New Chef, New Menu!! 

THE 

SPOT 

Singalong 
Tu 11a DAYTIME 

Come Together  
with Family & Friends 

Family Disco 
2nd Sats, 6p 

Fri Movie Night,  
Sun Bingo Night! 

EVENING 
Nintendo Wii Night 

1st & 3rd Sats, 6p 

Weekend Singalong, Every Sunday, 12:30pm 

Storytimes 
M/W/F 12p 

Dance Around 
Th 11a 

FAMILY  
ACTIVITIES 

Kid 2nd Floor Entry Fee 
$2.50/child every day,  

 

$5 max fees per family,  
$2.50 waived with  

each $15 food purchase 

IN PRINT
Pick up The Brooklyn 
Paper every Friday 
across Greenpoint, 
Williamsburg, 
Downtown and 
Brownstone Brooklyn. 
Each print edition 
delivers news, arts, 
and entertainment, 
plus our original 
columnists, 
cartoonists and 
the world’s best 
Cyclones coverage in a 
convenient package. It’s one-stop shopping with 
excitement on every page.

ON THE WEB
No one else — no blog, no website, no “news 
aggregator” — covers our neighborhoods with 
the intensity of BrooklynPaper.com. The award-
winning site is 
updated several 
times every 
day, offering 
fresh news, arts 
and features 
— faster, better 
and deeper than 
any other online 
publication. Visit 
it several times a 
day — to stay on top of the greatest city in the 
world: Brooklyn.

TWO WAYS TO LOVE

THE BROOKLYN PAPER and BrooklynPaper.com
Your place for a full dose of Brooklyn!

Your Neighborhood  — Your News®
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SERVING BROWNSTONE BROOKLYN, WILLIAMSBURG & BAY RIDGE

NOW OPEN IN COBBLE HILL

266 COURT ST. (Between Kane & DeGraw) (347) 799-2902

Call ahead or order online at www.FiveGuys.com

By Kate Briquelet

The Brooklyn Paper

The city is planning a major over-

haul of the base of Atlantic Avenue 

— where pedestrians have been play-

ing a game of “Frogger” since Brook-

lyn Bridge Park’s Pier 6 opened last 

year — and it looks like the pedestri-

ans have won.

The Department of Transportation’s 

plan — to be built out later this sum-

mer — will dedicate much less road-

way to cars and much more space to 

pedestrians and bicyclists.

At Atlantic Avenue and Furman 

Street, the eastbound and westbound 

lanes will be reduced from 40 feet wide 

to 20 feet. Two northbound lanes on 

Columbia Street, about 15 feet each, 

will be shaved down to 12 feet to make 

room for foot traffic.

Here’s a breakdown:

sidewalk and two-way bike path at Co-

lumbia Street, between Atlantic Ave-

nue and the BQE entrance. Barriers 

will separate car lanes and the bikeway, 

which will replace one lane of south-

By Daniel Bush

The Brooklyn Paper

The majority of Catholic 

churchgoers in Brooklyn we 

spoke to disagree with Bishop 

Nicholas DiMarzio’s  edict to ban 

politicians who voted for same-

cial appearances at church events  

and to decline donations from any 

politician who approves of gay 

marriage.
The borough’s top Catho-

lic grabbed headlines last week 

when he made the proclamation 

following the state legislature’s 

couples to marry.

But not all members of his flock 

agree with the bishop stance that 

the law is a “nail in the coffin” of 

traditional marriage that would 

destroy “the single most important 

institution in human history.”

“I take what I need from my 

religion and ignore what I don’t 

agree with,” said Carroll Gardens 

resident Amy Cacciola, who at-

tends mass at Sacred Hearts & 

St. Stephen Church on Summit 

Street at Carroll Street. “He’s a 

bit out of touch.”

Other critics said DiMarzio 

should not have thrust the church 

into the center of a debate that en-

gulfed lawmakers — and capti-

vated the public — for much of 

last month.

Faithful, bishop, at odds over same-sex marriage

Here’s what parishioners from across Brooklyn had to say about Bishop Nicholas 

DiMarzio’s decision to ban state officials who voted for same-sex marriage from 

participating in church and school functions:

“I completely 

disagree [with the 

bishop]. Relation-

ships should be 

based on love — 

don’t mix religion 

and politics.”
Kim Belk, 

Williamsburg 

“I’m proud of the 

bishop. [His posi-

tion] is perfect.”

Maureen Cantone, 

Carroll Gardens

“Churches don’t 

have to be in-

volved in politics. 

I don’t think that 

the church should 

be saying these 

things.”
Humberto Chavez, 

Sunset Park

“Everybody 

should be able to 

get married, no 

matter who it is.”

Richard Martinez, 

Dyker Heights

“I don’t think that the [bishop] 

should be saying these things,” 

said Humberto Chavez, a mem-

ber of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

in Sunset Park. “I don’t think the 

church should be involved in pol-

itics.”
DiMarzio announced his 

edict two days after Gov. An-

drew Cuomo signed the bill le-

advised parishes and schools to 

refuse any awards or honors from 

state officials who supported the 

measure, and barred them from 

appearing at special events such 

as graduations, though not from 

attending religious services.

Shortly after his proclamation 

was released, Our Lady of Mt. 

Carmel’s parish school in Wil-

liamsburg returned a $50 schol-

arship check from Assemblyman 

Joe Lentol (D–Williamsburg), a 

gay nups supporter.

The controversial position also 

sparked an outcry from marriage 

equality advocates, many of whom 

are  planning a celebration at Bor-

A planned revamp for the base of Atlantic Avenue will help prevent 

the “Frogger” style escape people face when they leave Pier 6.

Panel approves more pedestrian-friendly entrance to park

bound traffic on Columbia Street. 

of Atlantic Avenue across from Fur-

man Street will be replaced with a pe-

destrian plaza giving parkgoers stuck 

walking along the Pier 7 fence more 

room to navigate.

at Atlantic Ave and the park entrance 

and a pedestrian island will be built in 

the middle of Atlantic Avenue, between 

Columbia and Furman streets.

will be built on the north side of Atlan-

tic Avenue at the BQE on-ramp. 

The B63 bus will also no longer make 

a U-turn at the base of Atlantic Ave-

nue and instead be rerouted onto park 

roadways, city officials said. 

Since the southern leg of Brooklyn 

By Daniel Bush

The Brooklyn Paper

Get ready for a tidal wave of traffic 

on Pacific Street.

A city plan to  reroute Fourth Avenue 

traffic down Pacific  between Fourth and 

Flatbush avenues goes into effect later 

this month and the change, intended 

to unclog the triangle where Flatbush, 

Fourth and Atlantic avenues meet across 

from developer Forest City Ratner’s 

$1-billion Barclays Center, has some 

residents fearing a never-ending traf-

fic jam on small blocks nearby.

Under the  permanent change , which 

has been pushed back from July 15 to on 

or around July 29, cars headed Down-

town on Fourth Avenue will no longer 

be able to get directly to Flatbush Ave-

nue. Instead, cars headed toward cen-

tral Brooklyn can turn right onto Pacific 

Street, which will change from a one-way 

westbound to eastbound between Fourth 

and Flatbush avenues. Once down Pacific, 

cars can continue onto Flatbush.

For cars headed toward the Manhat-

Kate Briquelet

The Brooklyn Paper

Sayonara, thieves!

A local karate master is so 

fed up with muggings in Fort 

Greene Park that she’s teaching 

women to strike and snap-kick 

any attacker who comes their way 

—with martial arts classes held 

in the greenspace itself.

“Enough is enough!” said 

Beverly Bradley, a 42-year-old 

Bedford-Stuyvesant black belt 

who started to include self-de-

fense moves in all of her body-

toning classes in March. “These 

things make me crazy. You have 

KARATE CHOP 
Sensei teaches self-defense classes 

in crime-plagued Fort Greene Park

Not even reporter Kate Briquelet (right) can match Beverly Bradley’s mugger-beating skills!

Visiting Parisienne Gentry Lane places pooch Napoleon in 

a mock guillotine in the annual Bastille Day celebration on 

Smith Street on July 10. 

In the doghouse
By Alex Rush

The Brooklyn Paper

A new ice cream parlor that just 

opened on the Coney Island Board-

walk could be the first phase of an 

Italian invasion that would trans-

form the People’s Playground’s 

honky-tonk waterfront into a ha-

ven for espresso-loving brunchers 

who controls the lease wants it. 

An Italian restaurateur opened 

Coney’s Cones, a gelato cafe, on 

Saturday, and plans to open three 

more restaurants that will give the 

summer. He is leasing the space 

from Boardwalk landlord Cen-

tral Amusement International, the 

Italian company that runs Luna 

Park and took control of the strip 

last year.
 “The Boardwalk should be a 

place where you can sit outside, re-

co-owner Michele Merlo, who 

opened the shop with business 

partner Julio Gonzalez.

The duo plans to open an Ital-

ian seafood spot called Da Ponte 

(“by bridge” in English,) a yet-to-

be named beer garden, and an inter-

national food court called Mundo 

Espresso with your hot dog?

Italian shops to reshape 

Coney Island Boardwalk

(Spanish for “world”).

The Boardwalk makeover was 

 first reported  by NY1. 

The transformation sets in mo-

tion the vision of Central Amuse-

ments CEO Valerio Ferrari who 

 told us last year  that he would 

like the Boardwalk to become 

more like an Italian piazza than 

a beachfront dive.

“Why can’t you sit down with 

your newspaper and enjoy a coffee 

and the great view of the beach?” 

said Ferrari at the time.

But the news of the incom-

ing Italian invasion is an added 

blow to the old-school Board-

walk businesses who are being 

kicked out by Central Amuse-

ment this fall to make way for 

new eateries. Nine mom-and-

pops first got the boot last year, 

but most of them battled their 

evictions in court and  settled 

with Central Amusement to 

stay on for a final summer . 

The agreement stipulates that 

they cannot protest when their 

leases end on Oct. 31.

But most still insist that they 

are getting a raw deal.

“We developed a beer garden, 

so why are they bringing some-

one else in who is doing the same 

thing?” said Carl Muraco, whose 

Beer Island bar will likely be re-

placed by Merlo and Gonzalez’s 

business. “It doesn’t make any 

sense to be kicking everyone out 

to bring in the same things.”

Gonzalez and Merlo are the 

only people so far that Central 

Amusement has hired to re-Julio Gonzalez, co-owner 

of Coney’s Cones, says that 

his shop has some of the 

best ice cream and italian 

ices in town.

See CATHOLICS  on page 11

See KARATE  on page 11

See ATLANTIC  on page 11

See PACIFIC  on page 11

See CONEY  on page 11

By Natalie O’Neill

The Brooklyn Paper

A group of cyclists is demanding 

that the city paint bike symbols on the 

car lanes in Prospect Park in the wake 

of several bicycle crashes — and park 

officials are listening.

To clear up hazy bike-and-walk-

ing path rules — which shift during 

the park’s car-free hours — cyclists 

are circulating a petition to rejigger 

street symbols to reflect how the park 

loop is most often used.

Petitioner Mark Simpson — who 

broke his elbow in a collision with a 

rogue skater — says the street has be-

ers and rollerbladers, who simply 

don’t know the “bike lane” is actu-

ally reserved for walkers 90 percent 

of the time.

“It’s not clear at all,” Simpson said. 

“You should be able to walk into the 

park and know what to do.”

At least three “serious” accidents 

have occurred in the park this year, 

one of which involved a cyclist who 

Cyclist Mark Simpson wants safer 

conditions in Prospect Park.

MEAN
Streets

The battle for Brooklyn’s byways
See BIKES  on page 11
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parked right outside my 
door on most days,” she 

said. “The fact that the 
community is supporting 
these non-local vendors is 
beyond ignorant.”The Park Slope Civic 

Council and the Fifth Av-
enue Business Improve-
ment District have also 
lodged complaints with 

the Alliance. But Alliance spokesman 
Eugene Patron said that the 

food truck confab will ben-
efit the community.“There are concerns every 

time there is a big change,” said 
Patron. “But we strongly be-
lieve that having something so 
exciting happening at the park 
only increases interest in — and 

exploration of — the neighbor-
hood around it.”Pullicio hungrily dis-

agrees. 
“All the trucks do for us is 

leave a mess for the Sanitation 
Department to clean up with 
taxpayer dollars. So for them 
to swoop in out of nowhere and 
steal away our business in the 
height of our season is beyond 
infuriating.”Susan Povich, who plans to 

make her popular Red Hook 
Lobster Pound truck a regular 
at the rallies, bristles at these 
accusations.  “We are all responsible busi-

ness owners. We clean up after 
ourselves, accrue our fair share 
of expenses and between us, 

By Sarah Zornfor The Brooklyn PaperGrand Army Plaza’s food 
truck rally has become a food 
fight.

The Prospect Park Alliance’s 
decision to expand its  one-
time festival  into a monthly 
event — to be held on the 
third Sunday of every 
month until Oct. 16 — 
has inflamed many lo-
cal business owners.“This neighborhood is being 

exploited by a fad,” fumed Jan-
ice Pullicio, owner of Naidre’s 
café on Seventh Avenue near 
12th Street. “We pay rent and 
taxes in the Park Slope com-
munity. Considering the eco-
nomic hardship of the past few 
years, Prospect Park should be 

By Aaron ShortThe Brooklyn PaperSouthern Brooklyn is on the wrong 

side of the digital divide.Mayor Bloomberg announced that 

the city and AT&T would provide free 

wireless services in 20 parks, includ-

ing Prospect Park, McCarren Park, and 

Brooklyn Bridge Park. But none of those locations are south 

of 15th Street — leaving residents from 

Windsor Terrace to Sheepshead Bay 

feeling digitally duped.Bloomberg defended the program 

in a weekly radio address, saying it 

would give New Yorkers a reason to 

“get outside and enjoy our beautiful 

parks,” while also doing their work 

in them.
“And on a nice summer day, there’s 

simply no better place in the world,” 

The ‘digital divide’
Mayor’s park-Wi-Fi plan cuts off most of boro

Park Slope merchants object to new monthly truck rally

A city program to bring wireless 

Internet into the parks will only 

benefit the ultra-hip northern 

part of the borough, where Wi-Fi 

is practically everywhere already. 

said Bloomberg, who made his fortune 

building technology to help the finan-

cial industry.“We’re digitally behind — there’s 

already little bandwidth here and the 

phone service is terrible,” said Renee 

Giordano, executive director of the Sun-

set Park BID. “We need to bring free 

Wi-Fi to the commercial strip and Sun-

set Park, and bring the community up 

to par with other neighborhoods.”
A Parks Department spokesman said 

that AT&T’s wireless contract does not 

preclude the city from expanding Wi-

Fi to other parks through other arrange-

ments, but there are no plans to do so 

at this time.As a result, the digital chasm between 

North and Southern Brooklyn could 

widen. Studies have shown that individ-

Jennifer Aguirrie can enjoy Wi-Fi 

in Brooklyn Bridge Park, thanks 

to an initiative to get 20 city 

parks outfitted this summer.

Do trucks like these hurt local businesses? Some mer-

chants in Park Slope think so, and are objecting to a 

new monthly “Food Truck Rally” in Prospect Park.

By J.J. Despain and Aaron ShortThe Brooklyn PaperNew York Waterway launched 
its much-anticipated ferry fleet 
on Monday, shuttling Manhat-
tan-bound commuters across 
the East River  for the first time 
since 2009 .

A boatload of giddy pub-

lic officials, including Mayor 
Bloomberg, cut a ceremonial 
ribbon and boarded a 76-foot 
catamaran in Williamsburg to 
celebrate the ship’s maiden voy-
age to Midtown — the result of 
a three-year,  $9.3-million sub-
sidy by the city .Bloomberg called the money 

an investment in the city’s wa-
terfront development. 

“The new ferry service will 
augment growth of Brooklyn 
neighborhoods and make it eas-
ier for New Yorkers to commute 
from and get to these residen-
tial neighborhoods and water-
front parks,” he said.The new service will make 

stops at Fulton Ferry Landing 
in DUMBO, Schaefer Landing 
and Northside Pier in Williams-

By Alex RushThe Brooklyn PaperMost bikinis only charge 
the libido, but a Downtown de-
signer has invented a sun-pow-
ered bikini that can also charge 

iPods.
The Solar Bikini, made by An-

drew Schneider, has USB sock-
ets sewn into the fabric of the 
bottom piece. Schneider, who 
lives on Red Hook Lane between 

Fulton and Livingston streets, 
lined the suit with 40 paper-thin 
panels called photovoltaic cells. 
The panels convert the sun’s ra-
diation into electricity that can 

By Thomas Tracy and Haru CoryneThe Brooklyn PaperThe walls are closing in on 
Rep. Anthony Weiner.The Democratic firebrand 

whose cyber romps with at least 
six women has left his personal 
life and political career in sham-
bles — and has made him a raun-
chy gift that keeps on giving to 
local tabloids and late-night 
jokesters — is within a hair’s 
breadth of resigning, political 
insiders said on Tuesday.Weiner’s impending decision 

comes as fellow Democrats — 
including President Obama — 
encouraged the Sheepshead Bay 
Democrat to step down as “Wein-
ergate” enters its third week.

“If it was me, I would resign,” 
Obama told NBC’s “Today Show” 
on June 14. “Obviously, what he 
did was highly inappropriate. He’s 
embarrassed himself — he’s ac-
knowledged that — and he’s em-
barrassed his wife and family.”

Weiner’s  lurid online romances  
first came to light on May 27, 
when he tried to send a soft core 
tweet of his groin to a 21-year-
old Seattle co-ed, but acciden-
tally sent the picture to his 50,000 
Twitter followers.The seven-term legislator ini-

tially lied that his Twitter account 
had been hacked, but finally came 
clean about sending the raunchy 
photo and  having online relations 
with at least five other women .

Weiner held firm then that 
he would not step down, claim-
ing he hadn’t use congressional 
computers or phones for his cy-
ber dalliances.But more revelations have 

emerged:

come forward disputing Wein-
er’s claims that he never used 

The “Yogi Berra,” part of the new East River ferry fleet, 

docks at Brooklyn Bridge Park in DUMBO.

By Daniel Ngfor The Brooklyn PaperA beloved stuffed animal lost by 
a traumatized 2-year-old in a Cob-
ble Hill playground last month is 
facing torture and a painful death 
— unless the tot’s horrified mother 
meets the “kidnapper’s” demand for 
$10,000 worth of cupcakes.

Gluten- and peanut-free, no 
less.

It might just be a joke — but 

Susannah Bortner isn’t willing to 
take that chance.“I would gladly bake 10,000 cup-

cakes,” Bortner said, thinking of 
her toddler, Donovan, and his lost 
bear, Mr. Bear. “There is a part of 
me wishing this is real.” Alas, it likely is not.But there are a million stories in 

the naked city — few more grip-
ping, heart-rending and less-plau-

‘Kidnappers’ want $10,000 in 
cupcakes for toddler’s darling

David Palmer and Susannah Bortner just want son Donovan’s 

beloved teddy bear back unharmed. Someone responded to 

their “Lost” poster by posting a ransom note below it.

Ready for a charge?

WHO LOVES THE SUN? A Brooklyn designer is selling solar-powered bikinis that 

energize iPods and phones (among other things).

Designer’s solar bikini can power your iPod

burg, and India Street in Green-
point every 20 to 30 minutes for 
14 hours a day. The ferry is free until June 24, 

when water commuters will pay 
$4 for a single ride or $140 for a 
monthly pass. There’s a $1 sur-
charge for bikes.The last company to ferry pas-

sengers across the East River 
pulled up anchor two years ago 

Seven days he’d like to forget

congressional equipment. Lisa 
Weiss, a Democratic volunteer 
from Las Vegas, claimed that 
she and Weiner had phone sex 
on congressman’s private office 
line in August, 2010. And the web-

site TMZ published pictures that 
Weiner, clad only in a towel in the 
Congressional gym, apparently 
sent to another woman.

By Meredith Deliso
The Brooklyn PaperThe Weiner jokes haven’t 

gone limp yet.The Park Slope bar Der 
Kommissar is capitalizing on 
the Midwood congressman’s 
fall from grace with — what 
else? — a hot dog special fea-
turing two “Anthony Weiners” 
for $6

At about six-and-a-half 
inches, this wiener a little big-
ger than average (of course, we 
mean the average hot dog. Get 

your mind out of the gutter). 
The good news is that this An-

thony Weiner is a lot more palat-
able than the congressman.“There’s more kick to them,” 

said griller Joshua Gabriel. 
“They’re meatier and heftier 
than most. And we’ll keep selling 
them until the joke gets old.”

Someone needs to tell him 
that this joke is never going 
to get old.

Der Kommissar [559 Fifth 
Ave. at 15th Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 788-0789].

Slope bar offers two for $6

By Natalie O’NeillThe Brooklyn PaperThe whole country may 
have a beef with groin-
Tweeting Rep. Anthony 
Weiner, but Brooklynites 
say his “scandal” is really, 
um, no big thing.There’s been plenty of 

moralizing over Weinergate, 
but sending sexy photos — 
via phone or Internet — has 
become pretty “normal,” say 
borough singles, sex thera-
pists and shop owners.“I’ve done it,” said Sa-

mantha Bard, owner of 
 Shag, a sex toy shop in Wil-
liamsburg.  “If you stood on 
the corner of Bedford Av-
enue and North Seventh 
Street, I bet eight out of 
10 people would say they 
have, too.”

Or how about nine out of 
10? That’s how many folks 
we interviewed who said 
they had either sent or re-
ceived nude or risqué photos 
via phone or Internet.“It’s not taboo; it’s not 

even weird,” said skate-

Samantha Bard, owner  
of Shag, does it.

Joshua Gabriel shows off the Anthony Weiner at the 

Austrian-styled bar Der Kommissar in Park Slope.

amid complaints that the city 
failed to subsidize the service 
to allow the company to make 
any money.This time around, New York 

Waterway CEO Paul Goodman 
said the city’s support, two new 
piers, and the frequency of ferry 
service would keep their com-
pany afloat.“The city’s subsidizing our 

service allows us to offer rush 
hour frequency which is differ-
ent than any previous attempt to 
provide commuter service,” said 

By Dan MacLeodThe Brooklyn PaperVerizon broke the law — and 
the city let it do so — when it 
installed 20-foot-tall Fiberglass 
poles in historic districts in Green-
point and Flatbush without get-
ting permission to do so.The telecommunications gi-

ant says that it is installing the 
poles as access points to its under-

ground network of high-speed In-
ternet and TV cables. But some of 
those poles are in historic districts, 
and the company  broke the law  
by failing to clear them with the 
Landmarks Preservation Com-
mission — even though it got 
permits from the Department 
of Transportation.In Greenpoint, neighbors 

Turns out new posts are illegal

Verizon has installed a 
new pole on historic Mil-
ton Street in Greenpoint. 
Neighbors are not happy.

See BEAR  on page 11

See FOOD  on page 11

supporting, not hindering, lo-
cal businesses.”Melissa Murphy, owner of 

Sweet Melissa Patisserie on 

Seventh Avenue near First 
Street, agreed. “I am paying so much money 

on rent, and there is a truck 

See WI-FI  on page 11

See FERRY  on page 11

See BIKINI  on page 11

See POLE  on page 11 See SEXT  on page 5

See WEINER  on page 5

BROOKLYN HEIGHTS–DOWNTOWN EDITION

Lane without presenting a plan for the alterations, block-
ing iconic cherrywood trim and mirrors with bright pink 
hanging panels in the process.

But all that glitters isn’t gold, according to commis-
sion vice chair Pablo E. Vengoechea.

“Hiding something behind something is not a preser-
vation strategy,” said Vengoechea. “We designated this 
[space] in order to be able to see it.”

Repentant Ladies and Gents architect Rand Rosen-
baum apologized on behalf of the jewelry store, calling 
the shop’s offerings “schlock stuff” and the design an 
“interior desecration.” But he said alterations including a 
self-supporting display and lighting system didn’t actually 
damage the walls — they just covered them up.

He also pointed out that some of the store’s famous 
gas lamps remain in place, while its mirrors and entrance 
arch are safe in storage.

That wasn’t enough to appease Landmarks’ tough 
commissioners. 

“There is no excuse at all for this being the way this is, 
period,” said commissioner Michael Goldblum.

The changes were made without permission from the 
city, but Landmarks spokeswoman Lisi de Bourbon said 
Ladies and Gents won’t be fined for the transgression. In-
stead, the shop must submit a new plan that shows greater 
respect for the historic interior.

“We are trying to correct the illegal conditions,” she 
said.

The owners and tenant of the building did not respond 
to a request for comment by press time, but Rosenbaum 
told The Brooklyn Paper that changes are afoot.

“The client and landlord are looking at their options,” 
he said.

The old home of Gage and Tollner fell on rough times 
after restaurateur Joe Chirico closed up the steak and 
chops joint in 2004. A T.G.I. Fridays  lasted until 2007 , 
and  an Arby’s briefly set up shop in 2010 .

History buffs are sad to say they miss the purveyor of 
roast beef sandwiches, which never ran afoul with pres-
ervation officials.

“Who thought then that we might one day be wistful 
for the days of Arby’s?” the Historic Districts Council 
said in a statement.

My 15-year-old 
daughter just had 
knee surgery and 

spent a week recuperat-
ing on the couch. At first I 
felt useful, schlepping ice, 
food, and drinks to her until 
she had a bad reaction and 
stopped taking 
her pain meds. 
She became un-
comfortable and 
lost her appetite. 
Suddenly her 
answer to any 
question was, 
“Make me feel 
better.” 

I couldn’t.
I’m not against comfort-

ing my child, sitting with 
her, holding her hand, offer-
ing hug after hug. However, 
I am much happier when I 
have something to do for her, 
like reading out loud, pick-
ing up a video, or baking her 
favorite treat. 

The feeling of being un-
able to help my ailing girl, 
to soothe her in some way 
was so incredibly frustrat-
ing that there were moments 
I fled from her. As soon as 
she dozed off or got caught 
up in a movie, I was out the 
door with the dog or find-
ing something else “impor-
tant” to occupy me just to 
get away from her and my 
feeling useless.

There were moments I 
even felt angry at her for 
whining, having the sense 
she was incessantly com-
plaining about things I 
couldn’t do anything about 
just to make me feel bad. She 
was attacking me for not do-
ing something to make her 
better when she had to real-
ize I was powerless to help 
in any way.

Being a dad is so much 
easier when I feel good 
about my role, when I’m 
doing things that make my 
daughters’ lives better, more 
fun, adventurous. Here was 
one of those humbling situ-
ations that offered no visi-
ble rewards, no smiles ap-
pearing on my girl’s face. 
The best I could hope for 
was soothing her a little, 
enough so she could sleep, 
or feel enough TLC to get 

ADVERTISE IN THE LEGENDARY: 

CALL (718) 260-4552

Continued from page 1

PINK...

Knee surgery and consolation
through another day until 
she healed up more.

We started going through 
the Harry Potter videos in 
order each afternoon. The 
second day I felt so behind 
in all the things I had to do 
— the laundry, the groceries, 

the bills, and that sense of 
frustration with my daughter 
started creeping back, that 
just sitting with her was a 
waste, that I wasn’t doing 
anything.

It took a little while, but 

By Scott Sager

The 
Dad

I realize I was doing some-
thing. 

There are important 
things I do as a parent that 
have nothing tangible to 
show for my time and en-
ergy. Taking care of my 
child, even when she’s a 
teenager, is one of those. I 
can’t measure what I did. 
Still, I have to believe that 
simply facing her discomfort 
is equal to playing a game, 
making a snack, or adjust-
ing her knee brace.

Helping her get through 
the recuperation may not 
leave me with anything tan-
gible, but there may be some-
thing between my girl and 
me, something I can’t even 
name, that I know will reap a 
deeper reward in the end.

And we’ll all feel bet-
ter.

Brooklyn Partnership, one 
of the members of the initia-
tive. “The media companies 
started moving here a cou-
ple of years ago. Now, the 
tech companies are the next 
wave of tenants.”

So far, MakerBot is the 
first and only major tech-
nology company to commit 
to Downtown. But Cono-
scenti is hoping that the printer 
company will lead to a crit-
ical mass. 

“MakerBot is going to give confidence to a lot of com-
panies that Downtown Brooklyn is where the action is 
at,” he said. 

Last fall, MakerBot released its  Replicator 2 Desktop 
3-D Printer  and opened a retail store in Manhattan. 

But MakerBots are still printed in Brooklyn too, at 
the “bot cave” on Third Avenue, and Pettis said it will 
stay that way. 

The Tech Triangle folks aren’t the only ones happy that 
MakerBot stayed in Brooklyn. The company’s employees, 
most of whom live in the borough, are also psyched. 

“My commute is really great,” said Annelise Jeske, who 
rides her bike to work almost every day. “I love Brook-
lyn. When I first moved here, I thought I would have to 
work in Manhattan. I’m happy that I don’t.”

Continued from page 1

MAKERBOT

You can make this 
bust of Sappho thanks 
to MakerBot.
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Restrictions and additional fees may apply. No double discounts.

MAR. 20 – APR. 1

Experience the Ultimate Spring Break Destination! 

For the First Time Ever at

KIDS’ TICKETS $12!*

SM

Additional fees may apply.

Arrive one hour early to meet our performers, try on costumes and learn circus skills at the All Access Pre-show –  with your ticket!

Ringling.com

23
26

81

Buy tickets at Ticketmaster.com,  Retail Locations, American Express Box 
Office at Barclays Center or call 

Thu. Fri. Sat. Sun. Tue. Thu. Fri. Sat. Sun. Mon.

MAR. 20

7:00 PM

MAR. 21

 7:00 PM*

MAR. 22

  7:00 PM*

11:00 AM      
  3:00 PM  
  7:00 PM

     
 1:00 PM  
 5:00 PM

      
2:00 PM  

  7:00 PM*

  

2:00 PM  
  7:00 PM*

  
 7:00 PM*

MAR. 29              

2:00 PM  
  7:00 PM*

11:00 AM      
  3:00 PM  
  7:00 PM

11:00 AM      
  3:00 PM  
  7:00 PM

APR. 1                
 

1:00 PM  
 5:00 PM


