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Spider- 
Mensch

By Eli Rosenberg
The Brooklyn Paper

A futuristic design firm wants 
to bring Navy ships back to 
Brooklyn to save the borough 
from the next natural disaster — 

but first it wants to sink them.
Mitchell Joachim and his  team 

of mad designists at the Navy 
Yard’s  architectural think-tank 
 Terreform ONE  have come up 
with an otherworldly plan to 

break down old US warships 
and submerge the parts to cre-
ate a man-made wetland in the 
Buttermilk Channel that the team 
says could protect Brooklynites 

By Will Bredderman 
and Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

Better get some quarters — be-
cause rates at parking meters on 
Atlantic Avenue and Court and 
Smith streets will soon rise in  a 
push by the city to free up often-
occupied spaces .

Community boards 2 and 6 
unanimously approved a Depart-
ment of Transportation proposal to 
jack up Muni-Meter fees between 
9 am and 7 pm in a plan dubbed 
“Park Smart” last week.

“Increasing the price of parking 
encourages people to only park as 
long as they need it and let some-
one else use it,” said CB2 district 
manager Robert Perris.

Starting this spring, fees will 
go up on Atlantic Avenue between 
the Brooklyn–Queens Express-
way and Fourth Avenue, and on 
Smith and Court streets from At-

By Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

Prospect Park officials are 
urging Jews to stop throwing 
bread into the green space’s 
massive lake as a Passover rite, 
but religious Brooklynites in-
sist that’s not even part of their 

holiday tradition.
The Prospect Park Alliance 

sent out a press release earlier 
this month warning Jews that 
waterfowl suffer when the ob-
servant use the park’s 60-acre 
lake as a place to toss chametz 

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Domino Sugar factory owner Jed 
Walentas has a backup plan if neigh-
bors don’t like his  lofty new vision  for 
the massive waterfront property: go 
back to the site’s much-maligned pre-
vious development blueprint.

Walentas, whose company  Two Trees 
Management Co. bought the shuttered 
sugar refinery  last year, told neighbors 
he hopes to get the greenlight for his 
proposal to build skyscraping edifices 

with eye-catching cutouts in the mid-
dle — but if that falls through he will 
revive the city-approved plan by the 
past owner Community Preservation 
Corporation Resources, which calls for 
shorter, more monolithic towers.

“We spent $185 million to purchase 
this site, and we’re going to get a re-
turn on our investment,” Walentas said 
last Thursday in his first meeting with 
Williamsburgers to discuss the future 
of Domino.

Neighbors, including many activ-

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Pro-car activists in Wil-
liamsburg and Greenpoint are 
asking cops for the legal green-
light to double-park.

North Brooklyn motorists 
claim police have long looked 
the other way when drivers dou-
ble-park on street cleaning days 
in neighborhoods such as Park 

Slope, Boerum Hill, and Bush-
wick — but often ticket mo-
torists in Williamsburg and 
Greenpoint for the same ve-
hicular transgression.

The risk of fines forces car-
owners to circle the neighbor-
hoods looking for a spot during 
alternate-side parking hours, 
but finding a space can be so 
tedious that some drivers ac-

cept the fee and leave their rides 
in the path of street sweepers, 
sullying the community in the 
process, according to Rabbi Da-
vid Niederman.

The answer, Niederman says, 
is legalized double-parking.

“They have to give the op-
portunity for law-abiding cit-
izens to help have a clean com-

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

The makers of “The Amaz-
ing Spider-Man 2” came to 
their Spidey senses and prom-
ised to mitigate their impact 
on parking in South Williams-
burg during Passover.

Columbia Studios will not 
budge on its plan to shoot the 
superhero film in the neighbor-
hood from March 22 to March 
27, but the film crew agreed 

to alter unloading and parking 
strategies to avoid disrupting 
residents of the predominantly 
Orthodox Jewish community 
during the holiday, which be-
gins on March 25, said Coun-
cilman Steve Levin (D–Wil-
liamsburg).

The studio vowed it would 
haul its equipment into the 
Marcy Avenue Armory after 
sundown on Friday, when 
Orthodox Jews are forbid-

den from driving, and said it 
would park its trailers in a lot 
rather than taking up coveted 
street spaces — meaning the 
entire film production would 
obstruct just a half-block of 
public parking spots.

Levin, who hammered out 
the agreement with represen-
tatives from Columbia Studios 
at the United Jewish Organiza-
tions headquarters on Tuesday, 

Provocative architectural think-tank Terreform ONE has designed a plan that would 
utilize the hulls of old U.S. Navy ships to create a buffer zone against floods.
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Designers: Scrapped boats can prevent fl oods

SHIP SHAPE SHORE Parking on Court and Smith 
streets and Atlantic Avenue 
will soon be more expensive 
— and hopefully easier.

Park more, but 
pay more too
Spike on Court, Smith, Atlantic

Park pans chametz tossing — 
a tradition Jews say is bogus

Here’s one thing that Prospect Park officials and Jewish 
community leaders agree on: no one should feed birds 
like this one during Passover.
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lantic Avenue to Sackett Street. 
Motorists will soon shell out $1.50 
for an hour, rather than $1; $2.50 
for 90 minutes, up from $1.50; and 
$4 for two hours, instead of $2.

Bread & water

Film crew makes Passover concession
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IT’S A GO-WANUS

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Sword-toting Williamsburger 
Zorihk Lequidre will represent the 

County of Kings — and the nation 
— in a fight for bragging rights 
between men 
who spend 
their week-
ends getting 
all medi-
eval on each 
other.

The 44- 
year-old ac-
tor is taking his homemade ar-
mor to France, where he will fight 
for Team USA in the so-called 
Battle of Nations — a massive 
melee that will let him fulfill 
the dream of just about every 

boy since the Dark Ages.
“Who doesn’t want to be the knight 

in shining armor and the hero to look 
up to, serving your king and fight-

A real 
knight
Local warrior 
off to Europe
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Zorikh Lequidre will go to Europe 
to compete with Team USA in the 
Battle of Nations — an interna-
tional sword-fighting tournament.

Sweetening Domino deal
Builder: Don’t like new plan? There’s always old one

Live and let drive
Motorists to cops: Let us double-park!

Simon Weiser promises to stay close to his van when-
ever he double-parks.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
K

en
 Y

ap
el

li

Developer Jed Walentas spoke 
with Williamsburgers last week.
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The new plan has big holes.
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By Jaime Lutz
The Brooklyn Paper

The State University of New 
York broke the law when it held 
 a secret meeting  the day before it 
 decided to close the money-los-
ing Long Island College Hospi-
tal , a judge ruled last Thursday in 
a decision that slightly delayed, 
but did not derail efforts to shut-

ter the medical center.
New York Supreme Court 

judge Johnny Lee Baynes agreed 
with activists  who sued  to keep 
the beloved-but-beleaguered 
hospital open, deciding that the 
state panel intended to deceive 
the public when it turned an open 
meeting into a private executive 
session that “failed to meet the 

standard for transparency” re-
quired by state law.

“It is this court’s determination 
that respondents’ notice was so 
intentionally vague as to shield 
the public from the true purpose 
of the meetings,” Baynes ruled. 
“Moreover, the timing of entry 
into executive session almost 
immediately after commencing 

the meeting of the committee, 
without any specificity as to the 
purpose of the executive session, 
appears also to be specifically 
designed to deny the public the 
transparency guaranteed by the 
open meetings law.”

The judge’s decision annulled 
the board’s vote to close the ail-
ing hospital, until the panel recon-

vened on Tuesday and redid the 
process legally — but not with-
out controversy.

This time the vote took place in 
Purchase, New York, a move that 
angered activists, who said that 
the meeting was held out of New 
York City to avoid the raucous 
crowds of the previous vote.

“SUNY again demonstrated a 

disturbing lack of transparency, 
holding its vote on the future of 
LICH in Westchester,” said state 
Sen. Daniel Squadron (D–Brook-
lyn Heights).

In response, activists sent about 
100 hospital supporters 35 miles 
to Purchase, even though they 
knew it wouldn’t affect the out-

Malpractice! LICH meeting illegal

State officials held an illegal 
meeting the day before the 
plan to close Long Island 
College Hospital went pub-
lic, a judge ruled.

The development company the Lightstone Group got the go-ahead to build a massive 
700-unit housing complex on the banks of the Gowanus Canal.
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By Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

A 700-unit housing complex 
got the go-ahead to rise along the 
banks of the Gowanus Canal after 
developers scrapped their request 
to alter a previously approved plan 
for the site and promised to stick 
to the size and height guidelines 
granted to the prior builder.

The real estate firm Lightstone 
Group received a Planning Com-
mission rubber-stamp on Monday 
when it abandoned its quest to 
make a “minor modification” ex-
tending the backyard of the proj-
ect, and instead advanced a pro-
posal that closely mirrors a bid 
by the development company 
Toll Brothers, which  bailed on 
the project  three years ago due 
to the stigma of building beside 
 one of the nation’s dirtiest wa-
terways .

Dropping the request for rear 
yard changes on the canal-side 
stretch bounded by Bond, Car-
roll, and Second streets means  the 
Lightstone Group proposal  can 
advance under the same zoning 
hammered out for the Toll Broth-
ers plan, said company spokes-

Massive canal-side housing plan approved by city

man Ethan Geto.
“We decided to give that up 

and we became as-of-right au-
tomatically,” said Geto.

But that doesn’t mean the pro-
posal is identical to the old Toll 
Brothers blueprints.

Lightstone Group is sticking 

to its plan to build 700 units in-
stead of the 500 pitched by Toll 
Brothers, shrinking the sizes of 

KNIGHT 
VS. 

KNIGHT 
PAGE 8
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See GOWANUS  on page 4
See SPIDER  on page 4

See LICH  on page 6

See KNIGHT  on page 8

See DOUBLE  on page 14

See DOMINO  on page 16

See BREAD  on page 15See PARKING  on page 16See SHIPS  on page 14
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480-500 VAN BRUNT STREET
RED HOOK, BROOKLYN, NY

718.694.6868

8AM–10PM DAILY
FairwayMarket.com

Recipe of The Week:
DirectionsIngredients

Serves: 4

Simple mustard salmon with dill is a healthy, wonderful option for Easter brunch, or a winning weeknight dinner. Our seafood is FRESH OFF THE BOAT!  
Your Fairway master fishmonger doesn’t deal with wholesalers. Our fish and shellfish are delivered from the docks to our stores SEVEN DAYS A WEEK. 

Only the best for your holiday, and every day.

CELEBRATE WITH FAMILY,
FRIENDS, AND REALLY GOOD FOOD

$699
LB

Over 30% Savings!

Salmon
Fillets
Farmed, Product of ChileF

Hellmann's
Mayonnaise 
30 oz, 
Original Only

Limit 4 Offers
$277

Sweet
MangoesMangoes

4$3FOR

Fairway Hand-Pulled
Mozzarella $599

LB

Made Fresh Daily!

Prosciutto
Di Parma

$599
¼ LB

$1099
12 PK

Fairway 
Easter Cupcakes

$299

Polly-O
Ricotta
32 oz, Limit 2 Offers

Over 50% Savings!

Maille
Mustard
7.3-8 oz 2$6FOR

2.  Mix mayonnaise, brown mustard, and dill in a small bowl. Spread mixture in a thick layer over the entire 
top surface of the salmon.

4.  Bake for an additional 5 minutes at 400 degrees F.
5.  Remove and serve.

Nature's Path
Flax Plus
Cereal
35 oz $

399
s

N
F
C
35

Red/Green
Seedless Grapes

$199
LB

$299

Annie's
Homegrown 
Bunny Grahams
7.5 oz

$329
Gardenburgers
Vegetarian 
Burgers
10 oz$239

Alexia
Organic and Natural 
Potatoes
15-16oz

Mustard Salmon

Prices Effective
Mar 22—Mar 31 2013

$699
LB

USDA Choice Angus
Rib Roast 
or Steaks

30% Savings!
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718.705.8878   maximumbrooklyn.com
934 Third Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11232

Maximum Self Storage has a wide variety of secure and economical 
storage solutions designed to meet your individual or business needs. 
Conveniently located: Brooklyn-Queens Expressway Exit 25 and just 

one block from the D, N and R subway lines.

GET FIRST 
2 MONTHSFREE!

Features Include
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Need To Get Organized, 
But Out of Room?
maximum self storage
YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD SOLUTION

By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

Councilman Steve Levin 
says there is one roadblock 
keeping speed cameras from 
New York City intersections 
— and that obstacle is state 
Sen. Marty Golden.

Levin (D–Williamsburg) 
told a Community Board 2 
meeting on March 13 that 
Golden (R–Bay Ridge) is sin-
gle-handedly holding up a bill 
that would place up to 40 of 
the devices — which photo-
graph the license plates of 
speeders and automatically 
send them tickets — in se-
lect school zones around 
the city.

“The one who’s really 
against them is Senator 
Marty Golden, so you can 
call him up and talk to him 
about that,” said Levin.

CAMERA SHY
Golden blocks speed-cams, pol claims

Levin famously battled 
Atlantic Avenue speed de-
mons last year,  posing for 
this newspaper while hold-

ing a radar gun . 
The pol was also one of 

five council members to join 
car-critic groups Transporta-

tion Alternatives and the Tri-
State Transportation Cam-
paign on March 12 in  calling 
for the passage of the cam-
era pilot program bill , which 
is currently up for debate in 
the state legislature, arguing 
that the law would mean safer 
streets for pedestrians.

But Golden spokesman 
John Quaglione denied 
that the southern Brooklyn 
Senator was the sole cause 
of the political traffic jam, 
and claimed that increas-
ing the number of cops on 
the streets would be a more 
effective way of putting the 
brakes on lead-footed motor-
ists — combined with leg-
islation Golden proposed to 
increase penalties for hit-and-
run drivers, which Quagli-
one accused Democrats in 
the state Assembly of slow-
ing down.

“Mr. Levin should be 
looking at the issue as a whole 
and talking to members of his 
own party,” Quaglione shot 
back, adding that Golden was 
still in negotiations over the 
speed camera bill.

State Sen. Marty Golden is the main roadblock 
keeping speed cameras off of New York City 
streets, according to Councilman Steve Levin.
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By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

Bay Ridge residents must 
no longer travel all the way to 
Williamsburg to get skinny 
jeans and T-shirts adorned 
with the word “Brooklyn.”

Hipster clothier Brook-
lyn Industries — which has 
spread across the borough 
and the world since its birth 
in Williamsburg in 1997 — 
set up shop on Fourth Ave-
nue on March 20.

The store will sit just off the 
neighborhood’s main chain re-
tail strip of 86th Street, in the 
former location of computer 
shop Compustar, marking the 
watertower-themed outfitter’s 
10th location in Brooklyn and 
17th nationwide, following  its 
recent debut on Cortelyou 
Road  in Ditmas Park.

“Brooklyn Industries con-

tinues to grow every year as 
an innovative and creative 
vertical retailer, staying true 
to its Brooklyn roots,” said 
Brooklyn Industries spokes-
woman Julie Thompson.

Brooklyn Industries used 
its line of shirts, hoodies, 
messenger bags, and other 
casual essentials to become 
one of the first companies to 
brand Brooklyn, along with 
fellow Williamsburg enter-
prise Brooklyn Brewery.

Bay Ridge, meanwhile, 
has seen a surge in businesses 
catering to trendy youth in 
the past few years, with sev-
eral stylish delis and restau-
rants opening along its retail 
corridors, including the Owls 
Head Wine Bar on 74th Street 
in 2011 and the  hotly-antic-
ipated Lockyard Beer Gar-
den due this summer .

Industrial 
revolution!
Bklyn chain comes to Ridge

Joshua Bianchi, an employee at Brooklyn Indus-
tries’ store on Bedford Avenue in Williamsburg, 
shows off the kind of gear Ridgites will soon be 
able to buy at the new location on Fourth Avenue.
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The Brooklyn Paper

A 60-year-old woman was 
hit and killed by a tractor 
trailer early on March 13 in 

Red Hook, police said.
A truck traveling west-

bound on Hamilton Avenue 
struck the victim down as she 

crossed the busy intersection 
at Court Street at about 6:40 
am, cops said. The woman, 
whose name has not yet been 

released, was pronounced dead 
at the scene. 

Police do not suspect any 
criminality in the case.

Pedestrian killed in Red Hook
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BE ONE OF NEW YORK’S KINDEST:  ADOPT     VOLUNTEER     DONATE

nycacc.org

Meet Alanna, one of New York’s Kindest. When Alanna first saw beautiful Banjo at our shelter, they struck just the right 
chord. She used to be a dog person, but now she’s changed her tune!
Our nonprofit organization rescues thousands of New York’s homeless and abandoned animals each year. Our goal is to 
place every dog, cat and bunny in a new loving home. But we can’t do it without your help.

Alanna, AC&C Adopter 
with Banjo

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 

Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

the apartments and putting 
them on the market as rent-
als rather than condos. The 
developer plans to rent 140 
of those units at prices be-
low market rates.

The redesigned project 
must also abide by strict 
waterfront regulations that 
weren’t on the books during 
the  hard-fought 2009 rezon-
ing  — pushing sections of 
the development further away 
from the canal, and, by exten-
sion, slightly increasing the 
amount of open space.

Under the redesigned blue-
prints, the tallest section of 

the building, which tops out 
at 12 stories, will be pulled 
back 70 and 75 feet from the 
canal, and a part of the struc-
ture on the southern end of the 
site will be set back 66.5 feet 
from the water’s edge.

Developers also plan to 
raise the lowest occupied 
floors of the buildings by 
two feet to comply with a 
new 100-year f loodplain 
map released by the Fed-
eral Emergency Manage-
ment Agency.

But project opponents who 
have  long blasted the devel-
opment  for its scale and po-
tential impact on sewers, 
schools, and subways fear the 
changes won’t be enough to 
protect residents  if another 
storm like Hurricane Sandy 
hits the borough  and the ca-
nal once again overruns its 
banks.

“In the wake of Hurricane 
Sandy, I continue to believe 
it is a mistake to move for-
ward with dense, high-rise, 
residential development with-
out a comprehensive plan 
for infrastructure and land 
use regulations that Gow-
anus needs,” said Council-
man Brad Lander (D–Gow-
anus).

Before the Lightstone 
Group is permitted to start 
construction, it must get a wa-
terfront certification from the 
Planning Commission chair, 
according to Michael Shil-
stone, a spokesman for the 
agency.

Geto said that this would 
likely be done within the next 
few weeks.

“We are proud to be in 
a position to jumpstart the 
transformation of the largely 
abandoned or under-utilized 
borders of the canal to pro-
ductive use,” said Lightstone 
Group president Mitchell 
Hochberg.

Continued from page 1

GOWANUS...

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

A bandit helped him-
self to woman’s wallet and 
phone while she was in an-
other room interviewing for 
a job on Bond Street on Mar. 
12, police said. 

The victim told cops she 
left her valuables in another 
room of the building near 
Fulton Street while she in-
terviewed from 2:30 pm to 
4:30 pm.

When she returned, she re-
alized her wallet and phone 
had both vanished.

The dog ate it
A thief plucked a woman’s 

wallet out of the purse she 
left in a Pearl Street school 
on March 12.

The victim told police she 
left her handbag in the of-
fice of the school near Wil-
loughby Street and went up-
stairs to a work meeting at 
12:30 pm.

After the meeting wrapped 
up, she discovered her bill-
fold was missing from her 
pocketbook.

Cleaned out?
Someone stole valuable 

jewelry from an apartment 

on Court Street near State 
Street at some point between 
Jan. 5 and March 10, police 
claim.

The woman claimed that 
the only people who had ac-
cess to her house were clean-
ing service employees and 
there was no sign of forced 
entry.

Bus bandit
A thief stole a credit card-

filled wallet from a woman 
while she was getting on 
the bus on Jay Street on 
March 8. 

The crook brushed up 
against the victim as she was 
boarding the bus at Fulton 
Street at 7:40 pm an man-
aged to get away with the 
billfold.

When in jail
A 32-year-old inmate 

faced new charges this week 
for punching another man in a 
Schermerhorn Street correc-
tional facility, police said. 

The victim had to be 
treated at a local hospital 
after attempting to defend 
himself during the scuffle 
in the facility near Smith 
Street, which occurred back 
on Nov. 11 at 8:30 pm, but 
was only recently reported 
to police.

Thief strikes as victim interviews for job
Ripped off

Police arrested a 62-year-
old woman who they say stole 
a wallet from another woman 
in a department store on Ful-
ton Street on March 16.

Two witnesses told police 
they saw the woman take the 
billfold in the store near Law-
rence Street at 1:10 pm.

— Jaime Lutz 

 78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope 

Bad service 
Police cuffed a waiter at 

a Fifth Avenue restaurant 
who allegedly stole nearly 
$8,000 from the eating estab-
lishment between December 
of last year and March 7. 

A witness who also works 
at the eatery near 15th Street 
told police that the suspect — 
who faces a charge of grand 
larceny — did not hand in 
payments for the checks in 
cash, but kept them and en-
tered that they were paid in 
the restaurant’s computer. 

MyPad
A thug snatched a wom-

an’s iPad right out of her 
hands while riding a Man-
hattan-bound Q train on 
March 15.

The 24-year-old victim 
told cops that as the train 
pulled into the station at Sev-
enth and Flatbush avenues 
just after 9 pm, the sweat-
shirt-wearing perp ripped 
the device out of her hands 
and fled. 

Wheel-y bad
A brazen bandit jacked 

a pair of rims and tires 
from a car that was parked 
on Saint Marks Avenue on 
March 11. 

The 50-year-old victim 
told cops that he parked his 
gray Honda Accord on the 
street near Carlton Avenue 
just after midnight. When he 
returned nearly 10 hours later 
he found the passenger-side 

of his car sitting on two cin-
der blocks with lug nuts on 
the ground. The perp made 
off with two 17-inch rims and 
two tires. 

Costly break in  
A thief burglarized a Pres-

ident Street apartment and 
got away with lots of valu-
ables on March 13. 

The 28-year-old victim 
told cops that he left his abode 
between Fourth and Fifth av-
enues at 8 am and when he 
returned 13 hours later his 
Dell laptop, two iPads, elec-
tronics chargers, cuff links, 
watches, and expensive jew-
elry were missing. 

The crook entered through 
the rear door of the hallway 
causing damage to the door 
lock, swiped the items and 
fled, according to police. 

Game over
Cops arrested a thief who 

allegedly swiped a bunch of 
gaming merchandise from an 
Atlantic Avenue electronics 
department store on March 
13. 

A witness saw the sus-
pect — who faces a charge 
of grand larceny — leave the 
store near Flatbush Avenue 
at 4:20 pm without paying 
for 15 Xbox games and six 
Nintendo Wii remotes. 

Slyer than a fox 
A sneaky thief made off 

with a woman’s purse while 
she was shopping in a Flat-
bush Avenue department 
store on March 6. 

The 35-year-old woman 
told police that she was shop-
ping at 8:30 pm and left her 
pocketbook unattended in her 
cart for about five minutes. 

When she returned to the 
shopping cart she found that 

her purse holding her cell-
phone, MetroCard, and bank-
cards were missing. 

Auto theft 
A crook got away with a 

man’s car parked on Prospect 
Park West sometime between 
March 16 and March 17. 

The 40-year-old victim 
told police that he parked his 
gray Subaru on the street be-
tween Ninth and 10th streets 
at 6 pm on March 16. 

When he returned the next 
day at 9 am, his ride was gone.
The vehicle was parked on 
the neighborhood’s parade 
route for St. Patrick’s Day, 
but it was not towed, accord-
ing to cops. 

Caught on tape 
A perp stole items out of a 

woman’s shopping cart when 
she was perusing a Flatbush 
Avenue department store on 
March 16. 

The 25-year-old victim 
was shopping at the store near 
Atlantic Avenue at 3:55 pm 
and said her wallet, Metro-
Card, bankcards, store gift 
cards, and $30 vanished from 
her purse within minutes 
when she wasn’t looking.

Surveillance footage 
showed the red-clad perp re-
move the purse from the shop-
ping cart and make his way 
to the fitting room, according 
to police. The crook left the 
dressing room after dropping 
the victim’s bag on the floor 
and then exited the store. 

— Natalie Musumeci

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Empty-handed
A crook held up a lady 

at gunpoint on Washing-

ton Avenue on March 16 — 
and then fled before taking 
anything.

The 22-year-old victim 
told cops she was between 
Lafayette and Greene ave-
nues at 10:49 pm when the 
crook approached her from 
behind and demanded her 
phone. The menace pulled 
out a gun when she refused, 
cops said.

“Don’t make me shoot 
you,” the suspect barked, be-
fore fleeing empty-handed. 

Bag man
A thug pushed a woman 

and stole her bag on Ashland 
Place on March 12.

The 50-year-old victim 
told cops she was walking 
near Fulton Street at 3 pm 
when a man walked up be-
hind her, shoved her, and 
snatched her purse. 

Grab cash
A thief made off with a 

man’s wallet on Vanderbilt 
Avenue on March 15. 

The 22-year-old victim 
told cops he was between 
Flushing and Park avenues 
at 4:45 pm when a thief ran up 
to him, took his wallet, and 
threatened to beat him.

Dial T for theft
Cops cuffed a man who 

they say stole a cellphone on 
DeKalb Avenue on March 
15.

The 35-year-old victim 
told police a man stole her 
phone in the building near 
St. Felix Street at 5:44 pm, 
and investigators said they 
arrested a suspect an hour 
later. 

Glass goon
A brute hit a man with 

a broken glass bottle at a 
Myrtle Avenue hookah bar 
on March 15.

The 42-year-old victim 
told authorities he was ar-
guing with the thug at the 
spot between Grand Ave-
nue and Steuben Street at 
11:35 pm.

The perp put an end to the 
scuffle by hitting the man 
with the broken bottle, cut-
ting his ear. 

Laptops looted
A thief made off with 

two laptops from a S. Ox-
ford Street residence on 
March 17.

The victims told cops they 
left their apartment between 
Hanson Place and Atlantic 
Avenue at 12:30 am, return-
ing to at 7:30 pm to find their 
MacBook Pros gone.

Shutterbug
Someone stole camera 

equipment from a building 
on St. James Place between 
March 8 and March 12.

The victim told cops that 
he left his expensive Nikon 
camera in a locker in the 
building at Lafayette Ave-
nue at 9 pm on March 8 and 
realized someone had made 
off with it when he returned 
at 11 pm on March 12.

Bike bilk
A crook took off with a 

bicycle left on DeKalb Av-
enue on March 13.

The victim told cops he 
locked his Cannondale bi-
cycle to some scaffolding at 
Flatbush Avenue Extension 
at 2 pm, returning at 3:30 pm 
to find it had vanished.

Fleeced
A crafty criminal swiped 

a phone from a tourist at a 
trendy flea market on Lafay-
ette Avenue on March 16.

The 19-year-old victim 
told cops he was cruising the 
bustling bohemian bazaar at 
Clermont Avenue at 4:25 pm 
when a man in front of him 
dropped some cash. After the 
victim picked up the money 
to give back to the man, the 
crook took his iPhone 5 out 
of his hand and fled.

Car-dead
A crook stole a car from 

Waverly Avenue sometime 
overnight on March 12.

The 48-year-old victim 
told cops she left her 1998 
Saturn between Park and 
Myrtle avenues at 3:30 pm, 
returning at 4 pm to find it 
gone. — Eli Rosenberg

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge—Dyker 

Heights

Big break
A lowlife plundered thou-

sands in cash, jewelry, and 
gold coins from a 77th Street 
home on March 11, accord-
ing to cops.

The victim reported that 
she left her pad between 10th 
and 11th avenues at 12:42 pm, 
and while she was gone, her 
son stopped by at 2:10 pm to 
find that a villain had looted 
the house of $3,600, plus a 
pricey watch, a gold coin dat-
ing to 1927, and a diamond 
wedding ring.

Jacket jacking
A thief swiped a wallet 

holding $100 from a woman’s 
coat pocket inside an 89th 
Street building on March 11, 
authorities allege.

The victim said she hung 
her jacket on a peg outside of 
an office in the edifice be-
tween Fourth and Fifth av-
enues at 1:30 pm and went 
into a meeting. When she put 
the coat back on at 8:15 pm, 
she realized her billfold was 
missing.

Unplugged
A burglar lifted two video 

game consoles, a drill, and 
$2,000 from a Fifth Avenue 
electronics store on March 
16, police say.

An employee reported that 
the shop shut for the night at 
2 am, and when he re-opened 
it at 2:30 pm the next after-
noon, he found the register 
smashed and currency miss-
ing from inside, and an X-
Box 360, a Playstation, and 
a screwgun gone from the 
shelves. 

— Will Bredderman

said the Spider-Man crew’s 
decision is something to mar-
vel at.

“Reducing the amount of 
parking the production uses 
will avoid the parking strug-
gle that had been anticipated 
and will allow everyone cel-
ebrating the opportunity to 
safely enjoy the holiday with 
family and friends,” said the 
pol, who just days earlier is-
sued a pun-packed press re-
lease comparing the film 
company to ancient Egyp-
tian slaveholders and urged 
authorities to “let my peo-
ple park.”

The movie, which stars 
Andrew Garfield and Emma 
Stone, took heat from Jew-
ish leaders who worried that 
trailer-parking would make 
holiday shopping a night-

mare in the community.
“It’s congested and there 

is no school and people are 
shopping,” Community 
Board 1 member Simon 
Weiser said before the film-
makers changed course. “It 
would be a hardship in the 
community.”

This isn’t the first time 
that Williamsburgers have 
battled the film industry — 
and gotten results.

Residents of the area 
bounded by Kent and Bed-
ford avenues, and S. Second 
and S. Eighth streets won a 
temporary movie-making 
moratorium from the May-
or’s Office of Film, Theater, 
and Broadcasting in 2009, ef-
fectively removing the com-
munity as a possible loca-
tion on the city’s so-called 
“hot list.”

Continued from page 1

SPIDER...

FOLLOW OUR 
DAILY UPDATES ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper
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Cablevision’s support of The 

Lustgarten Foundation means 

that 100% of every dollar raised 

goes directly to pancreatic 

cancer research.
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866.795.2344   lease@bushterminal.com    882 Third Avenue, Brooklyn        

Industrial, Offi ce, Creative, 

Warehouse/Distribution, 

Manufacturing, Retail, and 

Technology.

WHERE INNOVATION LIVES

Convenient access to major 

business hubs. 

Subways & Highways just 

blocks away.

www.bushterminal.com

COMMERCIAL UNITS 
WITH FLEXIBLE SPACE.  

PREBUILT/BUILT TO SUIT

Same day repairs or 
while you wait!

Cracked screens, liquid damage, 
charging ports, audio trouble, 

and much more!

CPR Brooklyn 
224B Atlantic Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11201
Phone: 347-763-1525
 347-763-1539
www.cpr-brooklyn.com

Find us on Facebook
@CPR-Cell-Phone-Repair-Brooklyn

WE REPAIR:
 Cell phones
 iPads/tablets
 iPods/mp3 players
 Laptops
 Game systems
 GPS’s 
 PDA’s
 and much more!

Get $10 off you next electronics repair!
WE CAN FIX IT!

Water damage, cracked screens, 
dropped phones, charging 

problems, unresponsive screens, 
speaker problems, and more!

Cell Phones
Game Systems
Tablets/eReaders
Laptops
Cameras
GPS units
...and more

BUY - SELL - TRADE
REPAIR - PROTECT

BUY - SELL - TRADE
REPAIR - PROTECT

Buy  Sell
Trade  Repair

Stop by and check 
out our wide variety of 
refurbished phones, 
all with a 6 month 

warranty!

Lifetime warranty on 
all accessories

www.cpr-brooklyn.com  224B Atlantic Ave.   347-763-1525   347-763-1539

Clear Healthy Skin
  isn’t it time you call?
Medical Services we accept:
GHI, HIP, 1199, AETNA, CIGNA, UNITED, OXFORD, 
HORIZON, HEALTHNET, MEDICARE, BLUE CROSS, 
MAGNACARE, AMERICHOICE, ELDERPLAN

Cosmetic Services  Botox, Restylane, 
Juvederm, Radiesse, Sculptra, Laser Hair Removal, 
Laser Tattoo Removal, Laser Vein Removal, Torn 
Earlobe Repair, Keloid Surgery…

Coolsculpting  Trim Fat, No Needles, No Downtime

254 Prospect Park West, Park Slope
136 West 17th Street, NYC

Javier Zelaya, MD
Verna Broughton, PA 718.832.3313
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Business & Career Library 
280 Cadman Plaza West
Saturday, March 23, 10:30 AM – 12 PM
Saturday, March 23, 3 – 4:30 PM

Jamaica Bay Library
9727 Seaview Avenue
Wednesday, March 13, 6 – 7:30 PM

Washington Irving Library
360 Irving Avenue
Thursday, March 28, 6 – 7:30 PM

Central Library, Dweck Center
10 Grand Army Plaza
Thursday, April 4, 6:30 – 8 PM

This competition is brought to you by 

the Business & Career Library Success 

Council and Citi Foundation.

Win $15,000!

A chance to build 
your business.

Owl and Thistle General Store, Crown Heights

Syd’s Serious Sandwich Shop, Crown Heights Argyle Yarn Shop, Windsor Terrace

The Library can help 
bring your Brooklyn  
business dreams to life. 
To apply, register for an orientation session 
at bklynpubliclibrary.org/business/powerup 
or call 718.623.7000 (option 4).

come of the meeting.
In the weeks before the 

judge made his ruling, the 
university  claimed the ille-
gal meeting had nothing to 

do with real estate . But it  re-
versed course in court fil-
ings  in which it stated the 
secret discussion was legal 
because board members 
used it to chat about prop-
erty, union issues, layoffs, 
and matters of the law.

University off icials 
cheered the re-vote, claim-

ing the death of the Cobble 
Hill facility will allow SUNY 
Downstate Medical Center 
in Flatbush survive.

“We commend Dr. John 
Williams and his team at 
Downstate Medical for their 
commitment to preserving 
and ultimately strengthen-
ing this hidden jewel of the 

SUNY system, which is so 
critical to educating our 
doctors and other medical 
professionals, and treating 
Brooklyn’s residents,” uni-
versity spokesman David 
Doyle said in a statement. 
“What we need now is for our 
state’s leaders to show the 
same strong commitment — 

not just to Downstate Med-
ical Center but to all of SU-
NY’s medical schools and 
hospitals.”

The state’s bid to close 
Long Island College Hospi-
tal will now go before Gov. 
Cuomo and the state depart-
ment of health, which will 
make the final call.

Continued from page 1

LICH...

O U R  B R O O K LY N  N E T S  C O V E R A G E

Why change a good 
thing? 

That’s what Nets fans 
must be asking after coach 
P.J. “Peej” Carlesimo, ever 
the tinkerer, said he hopes 
to get the underwhelming 
Kris Humphries back into 
the lineup “sooner rather 
than later” — despite the 
team’s 5–2 run after pulling 
the highly paid forward for 
back-up Mirza Teletovic.

As the Nets bump up 
against the Knicks for the 
Atlantic Division lead — 
and as the team begins a bru-

tal eight-game road trip — 
there’s no question that this 
is the time when Brooklyn 
must play its best ball.

Which is exactly what 
the Nets haven’t done with 
Humphries in the 10-man 
rotation.

Ending the Teletovic ex-
periment now will prevent it 
from truly flourishing.

The Bosnian big man 
hasn’t shot the ball particu-
larly well since taking over 
Humphries’ minutes, sink-
ing only 36 percent on 12 
of 33 from the floor. But as 
this column argued last week, 
Teletovic is known around 
the league as a sharpshooter, 
earning the respect of de-
fenses and helping spread 
the floor.

That leads to more open 
looks for point guard Deron 

Williams, who has certainly 
benefited from Teletovic’s 
upped playing time.

Sure, he could shoot bet-
ter and is guilty of occasion-
ally porous defense, but re-
sults are results and the Nets 
have been winning since he 
took on the added respon-
sibility.

With his $24-million con-
tract and household name, it 
makes sense the Nets want to 
get Humphries back on the 
floor. But if it wasn’t work-
ing before, what’s to say re-
verting back to the norm will 
work now?

Tom Lafe is a 6-foot-5 
sports-world insider with a 
middling high school bas-
ketball career who believes 
the Nets will be driven by 
the success of the team’s 
big men.

The Nets aren’t going to 
win a New York popularity 
contest anytime soon. And, re-
ally, that’s the whole point.

Brooklyn star Deron Wil-
liams raised some eyebrows 
last week when he spoke of 
the team’s stature in its home 
city.

“You can say we’ve been 
the JV at times,” Williams told 
reporters. “I think it definitely 
would mean a lot to clinch the 
division title. To the fans, to 
the organization. I think it 
would be huge. There’s no 
doubt about that.”

Winning the Atlantic Di-
vision, of course, implies the 
Nets would oust the league-

We’ll miss ya, Mirza
Teletovic experiment coming to an end

FRONT
COURT
By Tom LafeBy Tom Lafe

They really are our home team!

leading Manhattan Knicks. 
And during Brooklyn’s od-
yssey of a road trip, the team 
has an opportunity to do just 
that.

But D-Will’s use of the term 

“JV” — to compare teams that 
split their season series 2-2 — 
smacks of a broader connota-
tion, to a belief that the Nets 
must prove they are not sim-
ply the lesser of New York 

City’s two franchises.
Let’s be clear: winning a 

division title won’t erase years 
of blind Knicks fandom from 
the blood of many New York 
basketball lovers.

Sure, the Knicks manage-
ment has done just about ev-
erything imaginable over the 
past decade to stand in the way 
of building a good team, but 
most casual hoops fans aren’t 
that attuned.

Half the Knicks roster 
might be using walkers next 
year, but things are good now, 
and that makes people happy 
— and commands media at-
tention.

You can see a similar sce-
nario playing out in Los An-
geles, where for years the Los 
Angeles Clippers were the 
laughingstock of the league. 
Now that LA’s second team 
is among the NBA’s best and 
the Lakers are fighting for a 

playoff spot, does this mean 
the Clippers are the talk of 
the town?

Anyone who has turned 
their radio dial to hours of 
Lakers sports talk in South-
ern California knows the an-
swer.

Moreover, Brooklyn’s half-
court style hardly matches 
that of the Clippers’ excit-
ing “Lob City.” What you’re 
getting at the Barclays Cen-
ter every night is basketball 
for diehards, not a high-fly-
ing spectacle.

But isn’t that just how it 
should be?

A team that wears black-
and-white and plays unflashy 
basketball? A team that could 
be the jewel of the city, but 
is paid no mind? A team re-
moved, thankfully, from the 
bright lights and overinflated 
egos of Manhattan?

Matt Spolar is a nearly 
6-foot-1 journalist with a 
middling high school bas-
ketball career who is sure 
the Nets win thanks to 
team’s top-tier guards.

BACK
COURT
By Matt SpolarBy Matt Spolar

This photograph captures Keith Bogans and Reg-
gie Evans giving big ups to Brooklyn.
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Mirza Teletovic won our hearts — and the Nets 
won some games — when he won some minutes.
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Going smoke-free is the only way to protect your family and neighbors 
from the dangers of secondhand smoke at home. 

 

It’s easier than you think.
Contact the Brooklyn Smoke-Free Partnership 
today to learn more about how your building 

can go smoke-free.  

Visit: NYCSmokeFree.org/housing

FACT: Smoke-free Homes 
are Healthier and Safer.
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FRESH

Happy Passover

VISIT OUR EXPANDED

PASSOVER
SECTION

We have (or will get you)

everything you need for
your Seder Table.

“We’re not just Matzo”

Pick Quick Key Food
5th Avenue/Corner Baltic St.

* Plenty of Free Parking *

You’re Invited To A Mommy & M.D. Event!
Preferred Health Partners

Invested insted in you.
March 27, 2013
6:00 PM – 8:00 PM

Join us for a Presentation on: “ Motherhood - delivery & what you need to know in your baby’s f irst year. ”

PHP’s Departments of OB/GYN & Pediatrics invites you to a meet and greet!

Location:  Downtown Medical Center
      447 Atlantic Avenue
      Brooklyn NY 11217
      (718) 858-6300
      Corner of Atlantic Ave. & Nevins St.

RSVP:            

 or call : 866-658-5561

* Presentation, Q & A , New Mom Gifts & Refreshments.

PartnersPreferred
MEDICAL GROUP

Connect with us!  f t l   www.brooklyndocs.com      

ing against the best fight-
ers out there?” said Lequi-
dre, who added that, yes, it 
is his real name. “You are 
putting yourself in a tradi-
tion of noble elite.”

But unlike his medieval 
ancestors, Lequidre will fight 
with a dulled blade.

The swords aren’t sharp, 
meaning participants ought 
to escape with all of their 
limbs — but other than that 
the reenactments are full-
scale and full-contact, with 
teams from 14 countries 
gathering in May in Aigues 
Mortes to behave as knights 
did in the 12th century.

And that extends far be-
yond just slashing people 
with broadswords, accord-
ing to Lequidre. 

“You have to take on 
squires and train them. At 
events, you have to marshall 
and make sure that everyone 
is wearing the proper armor,” 
said Lequidre, who joined 
the national team last year 
after participating in other 
reenactments with the So-
ciety for Creative Anach-
ronism for more than two 
decades. “And you have 

to engage in chivalry, the 
definition of which we love 
to debate over a campfire 
and drinks we all made our-
selves.” 

Lequidre is the only 
Brooklyn knight on the na-
tional team, and he earned 
his spot on the 50-fighter ros-
ter by beating out 100 other 
applicants and training in jiu 
jitsu and wrestling.

And he lays it all on the 
battlefield, according to Team 
USA officer Jaye Brooks.

“Where Zorihk really 
stands out is determination,” 
said Brooks, who judged the 
try-outs on skill, strength, 
and spirit. “He has a ton of 
heart.”

That’s because he is fight-
ing for love.

Lequidre met his lady, Ma-
ria Dedvukaj, three years ago 
at a Halloween party where 
he dressed as a knight in ar-
mor — and since then his 
damsel has become an inte-
gral part of his recreational 
combat, serving as a team ad-
ministrator and coordinating 
travel, lodging, and food for 
American warriors.

“It’s history coming alive, 
it’s adventure and there’s also 

this pride of having a team 
come from the U.S.,” said 
Dedvukaj, who sews all her 
own outfits.

Adventure doesn’t equal 
victory: and that’s all that 
matters in this not-so-bloody 
bloodsport. In fact, Team 
USA came in last in 2012’s 
21-on-21 melee.

This time, Lequidre says 
the United States boasts its 

finest lineup of knights in the 
nation’s 236-year history, but 
it’s unclear if America can 
keep up with the superpowers 
such as Poland and Ukraine, 
which placed first and second 
last year, respectively.

Win or lose, he will re-
turn to Brooklyn a knight — 
even if that lofty title, granted 
to him by other members of 
Team USA, is not recognized 

by the Queen of England or 
any other kingdom.

“My knighthood and a 
Metrocard will get me on 
the subway,” he said.

The Battle of Nations 
will descend upon Aigues 
Mortes, France from May 
9 to May 12. Video of the 
battles will be available at 
 www.youtube.com/user/
battleofthenationsTV .

Continued from page 1

KNIGHT...
A Williamsburg swordsman is heading to Europe to test his mettle and win 
glory — but he is not Brooklyn’s only knight. A black-clad mascot named 
Brooklyn Knight has done his best to entertain basketball fans at the Barclays 
Center all season. Which man in armor is superior? We’ve put together this 
knight’s tale of the tape to help sort it out:

Brooklyn Knight 
(swordsman)

Name Brooklyn Knight 
(mascot)

Knights of the Drawn 
Sword

In service of National Basketball 
Association

His apartment in 
Williamsburg

Castle Barclays Center in Prospect 
Heights

Jiu-jitsu, wrestling, acting Skills Abseiling, trampoline dunks

Dulled sword Weapon T-shirt gun

Chivalry, armor-making Values Boosterism, high-fiving

Training squires, staying in 
character

Responsibilities Team spirit, guardian of 
Nets fans

He goes by the name 
Zorihk Lequidre

Fun fact Shares name with porn star

Knight vs. knight

By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

Coney Island is back — 
or is it?

Many of the People’s Play-
ground’s attractions are due 
to re-open this weekend, 
just five months after get-
ting swamped in Hurricane 
Sandy, but some Coney resi-
dents say they’ve been hung 
out to dry — and they’re plan-
ning to rain on the amuse-
ment area’s opening day by 
staging a protest in front of 
the Cyclone. 

A group calling itself the 
People’s Coalition of Coney 
Island plans to rally on March 
24 — the day Luna Park and 
Deno’s Wonder Wheel are 
set to start their season of 
fun — to voice their claims 
that the recovery effort has 
focused on the rides, and that 
the oft-repeated proclama-
tions of Coney’s rise from 
the floodwaters are blatant 
false advertising.

Coalition founder and 
president Ed Cosme said 
he formed the group to call 

attention to the loss of youth 
and senior centers in Coney’s 
public housing buildings, 
the still out-of-order local 
library on Mermaid Ave-
nue, the limited service at 
the W. 28th Street post of-
fice, and the 60th Precinct 
police stationhouse that only 
re-opened last week — all of 
which he claims have been 
neglected in favor of restor-
ing the fun zone along Surf 
Avenue.

“A lot of people have a 
perception that Coney Is-
land is just an amusement 
area, but people live here, 
and they are more impor-
tant,” said Cosme, a neigh-
borhood native best known 
for organizing running events 
along the Boardwalk.

Cosme placed much of the 
blame on the new Alliance for 
Coney Island business group, 
which has handled much of 
the recovery funding and is 
made up of major players in 
the Playground of the World 
— none of whom actually re-
side in Coney Island.

Coney Island — dead or alive?
Coney group claims residents taken for a ride “How can they address our 

needs if none of their mem-
bers actually live here?” 
Cosme said.

Dana Monroe of the Coney 
Island Empowered Citizens 
Group, a member organiza-
tion of the Coalition, echoed 
Cosme’s complaints.

“Where is the grand open-
ing for the post office? Where 
is the grand opening for the 
clinics here? Where is the 
grand opening for the youth 
centers?” demanded Mon-
roe.

But Alliance spokes-
woman Johanna Zaki argued 
her group had worked to serve 
residents, having funded re-
building efforts in the neigh-
borhood, held job fairs target-
ting natives for positions in 
the amusement district, and 
added Coney Island residents 
to its own staff. Zaki claimed 
that the re-opening of the at-
tractions would help the re-
covery of the entire neigh-
borhood. 

“We’re happy that the 
amusements are opening on 
time even after Sandy be-
cause they’re economic en-
gines for this community 
and provide jobs for people 

here,” said Zaki. “We under-
stand there’s still a lot lack-
ing as a result of Sandy, but 
the idea of the Alliance is to 
promote Coney Island as a 
destination and engage with 
the community.”

Community Board 13 
member Chuck Reichen-
thal said he empathized 
with the Coalition’s con-
cerns, but suggested that the 
slow rebuilding in the resi-
dential section had more to 
do with bureacratic confu-
sion over funding from the 
Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency and the 
Small Business Adminis-
tration than with a dispro-
portionate focus on the at-
tractions.

“One day you’re told one 
thing, the next day it’s an-
other. There are so many 
agencies working on things, 
it’s not clear when the fund-
ing’s coming, and people are 
frustrated,” Reichenthal said. 
“I’d like to see all the stores 
opening on Mermaid Avenue, 
I’d like to hear there are no 
more elevator problems, but 
I don’t think it’s a question 
of one area getting more at-
tention than another.”

The Vourderis family and the Wonder Wheel staff 
will have the 83-year-old ride back up and running 
this weekend, despite a hit from Hurricane Sandy.
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Love music
This one time at band camp, we listened 

to some R. Kelly.
Every member of the flute, double bass, and 

percussion trio Concert Black has a wealth of 
classical experience, but their collaboration 

is the result of bond-
ing over their love for 
the funky. 

“We really got to-
gether over listening 
to ’90s R&B like En 
Vogue and R. Kelly 
and raunchy stuff 
like Riskay, but we 
were all reared in this 
classical world,” said 

percussionist Owen Weaver, who will per-
form in DUMBO with his band mates on 
March 26.

The band’s music, with its melding of styles, 
sounds like an abstraction of later-era, in-
strumental Frank Zappa mixed with Tricky. 
Fossati also plays in Afrobeat bands, Dowl-
ing is a DJ, and Weaver is interested in solo 
percussion and electronic experimentation. 
Consequently, their shows tend to be more 
like indie-rock club shows than traditional 
classical performances. 

Concert Black at the Galapagos Art 
Space [16 Main St. at Water Street in 
DUMBO (718) 222–8500, www.galapa-
gosartspace.com]. March 26, 7 pm, $15 
advance, $20 door. — Danielle Furfaro

M U S I C

It is a truth universally acknowledged that pole 
dancing is not considered a narrative art form.

A pole dancing competition and burlesque 
showcase called Polesque hopes to prove oth-
erwise with an event that will have 16 vertical 
storytellers spin their bodies while also spinning 
a yarn.

“In the past, we’ve 
had someone riding on 
a subway, or use the pole 
to express an experience 
in a relationship,” said 
Jen Martin, co-founder 
of DUMBO-based Aera, 
the dance organization 
that is hosting the event at 
the Bell House in Gow-
anus.

Storytelling is just as important as utilizing 
the highly specialized dance space, said Martin, 
running counter to other pole dancing contests, 
which are scored like gymnastics.

Instead of rewarding dancers for difficult moves, 
such as flips, this event is more subjective. 

“We try to bring out the creative element of 
pole dancing instead of a specific trick or ele-
ment,” Martin said. “We want to move people 
or be able to convey some kind of mood or story 
when we present it to an audience.”

Polesque at the Bell House [149 Seventh St. 
between Second and Third avenues in Gow-
anus, (718) 643–6510, www.thebellhouseny.
com]. March 24, 7 pm, $25 advance, $30 door.
 — Jaime Lutz

By Samantha Lim
for The Brooklyn Paper

A
n artist is putting a chainsaw to his 
portraits of New Yorkers.

An exhibition of wooden stat-
uettes reveals astute familiarity with 
New York’s colorful characters — from 
the bag lady to the health nut — but 
the truly interesting observations on 
city life come from the way each fin-
ished body is sawed into pieces, the 
parts turned upside down, flipped side-
ways, and rearranged. 

“The characters — whom I produced 
from my imagination — are those who 
would really be on New York City’s 
streets,” said artist Sequoyah Aono, 
whose “Process of Perceiving” is on 
view at P339 Crosspoint Gallery.

“The course of destruction unearths 
hidden possibilities.” 

Although the “deformities,” which 
expose the natural texture of tree bark, 
appear macabre at first sight, the at-
tention to detail is jaw dropping. One 
of the figures clinches a tiny cigarette 
butt between his fingers and another 
has headphone buds plugged into her 
diminutive ears. 

Aono receives inspiration for his 
subjects on the streets, but forages 
for materials in more naturalistic sur-
roundings.

“I use different kinds of woods in 
good condition, which I usually find in 
parks nearby,” said the artist.

Once he has enough supplies, he 
gets to sculpting. His tool of choice is 
an electric chainsaw that would intimi-
date even Leatherface of “Texas Chain-
saw Massacre.” 

Art-goers can watch a video of the 
artist at work installed on one wall of the 
gallery, in which Aono wears huge pro-
tective goggles as sawdust clouds the air 
and woodchips fly in every direction.

His vocation is tough and some-
times painful.

“If the bark is especially hard, wooden 
splinters will stick in your skin,” said 
Aono. “I always wear long sleeved shirts 
even on the hottest summer day.”

“Process of Perceiving” at P339 
Crosspoint Gallery [339 Bedford 
Ave. between S. Third and S. Fourth 
streets in Williamsburg, (301) 529–
1400, www.gallery.crosspointnyc.
com]. Through March 31st, Tues.–Sat. 
11am–6pm.

Pole story
DA N C E

Safe space
A new rendition of “The Vagina Monologues” 

is countering a spate of violence against women 
in Bushwick.

Multiple attacks against Bushwick women by 
a man who pinned his 
victims against walls 
and covered their mouths 
so they couldn’t scream 
motivated neighborhood 
resident Meggie Schmidt 
to start a conversation — 
and bring that dialogue 
to the stage.

“It’s obviously ter-
rifying and everyone 

wants to feel safe in their own neighborhood,” 
Schmidt said. “But communication is critical on 
these issues.” 

Schmidt produced Eve Ensler’s iconic play 
four times as a student, but this time she cast only 
locals — even enlisting her mother — to ask the 
question, “What does it mean to be a woman in 
Bushwick right now?” 

“I wanted it to be indicative of the community 
— not just of this hipster enclave,” said Schmidt. 
“I wanted longtime Bushwick residents to par-
ticipate.”  

The Vagina Monologues at Pine Box Rock 
Shop [12 Grattan St., between Morgan Avenue 
and Bogart Street in Bushwick, (718) 366–6311, 
www.pineboxrockshop.com]. April 4, 5, 9 pm, 
April 7, 4 pm, $15. — Hannah Palmer Egan

T H E AT E R

For security purposes, NO backpacks allowed. Random security and bag checks. An activity of the Greater New York Automobile Dealers Association.

 Buy Tickets Online  
AutoShowNY.com

Save on combo tickets with LIRR and Metro North at MTA.com. 
NY Waterway combo tickets also available at AutoShowNY.com.  
RECORDED INFO: 800-282-3336

 Mon-Sat:10am-10pm  Sun:10am-7pm  Javits Center | AutoShowNY.com

RERUN GASTROPUB
THEATER

RERUNTHEATER.COM
WWW.

162 Montague St, 2nd Fl, Brooklyn Heights
(718) 522-5555/58  Fax: (718) 522-7555
www.nanatori.com  OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

FREE
DELIVERY

$10 
MIN

Fine Japanese cuisine, 
plus full sushi bar, for 

lunch or dinner

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

D
runk and hungry? A new 
Williamsburg eatery can 
solve one of those prob-

lems.
Late-night booze hounds have 

another place to soak up their 
evening’s excesses now that 
the legendary Manhattan eat-
ery Snack Dragon has crossed 
the river to serve Brooklyn its 
famous food nightcaps. 

Hungry night owls can visit 

the shack to enjoy its small menu 
of tacos and snacks, including a 
vegan mac and cheese — which 
is made with quinoa — as late 
as 4 am on Fridays and Satur-
days.

The centerpiece of the menu 
is the “dragon” taco, which uses 
pork instead of actual dragon 
meat. 

“I hope that it’s going to be a 
combination of late-night people 
and people who want a quick, 
non-pretentious, healthy meal,” 
said owner Josephine Jansen.

The snack shack maintains 
its signature vibe, complete 
with dusky blue paint and taco 

slingers who blast bombastic 
tunes. 

But moving to its new S. 
Fourth Street location between 
Bedford and Driggs avenues 
wasn’t easy, said Jansen. 

“I’ve been looking over [in 
Brooklyn] forever and ever, but 
the rents are so high,” she said. “I 
found a reasonably-priced place 
in kind of a ghetto block, but it’s 
changing quickly.”

Snack Dragon (155 S 4th St. 
between Bedford Ave & Dri-
ggs Ave). 

Get a culinary nightcap
Manhattan late-night eatery comes to W’burg

Slayed: Chef Alex Dinnerstein’s dragon taco at 
Snack Dragon on S. Fourth Street is a great late-night 
munchie. (Pictured right) Don’t tell anyone, but Snack 
Dragon’s famous dragon taco is actually pork.
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The wood works
Artist sculpts abstract portraits of New Yorkers from bark
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Disfigured: Artist Sequoyah Aono’s creates sculptures of people — and then he 
saws them up and rearranges the pieces.
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— headlines an evening of fi ction, 
poetry, and memoir. Donation. 7:30 
pm. Invisible Dog Gallery (51 Ber-
gen St. in Cobble Hill), www.thein-
visibledog.org. 

SAT, MARCH 23
MUSIC, HOMEMADE SYNTHS: Mat-

thew Regula is a Crown Heights-
based experimental musician who 
turns piles of wires, switches, and 
knobs into homemade musical in-
struments to spread epic, droning, 
and soul-crushing soundscapes in 
experimental spots all over Brook-
lyn. $10. 6 pm. Silent Barn (603 
Bushwick Ave. between Melrose 
and Jefferson streets in Bushwick), 
www.silentbarn.org. 

MUSIC, AN OPERA SHOWCASE: 
American Opera Projects and 
Opera on Tap are on a mission: OP-
ERAtion Brooklyn, the semi-annual 
festival that highlights Brooklyn as 
the cultural epicenter for progres-
sive new works of opera and clas-
sical music. $20. 7:30 pm. South 
Oxford Space (138 South Oxford St. 
in Fort Greene), www.operation-
brooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, BROADWAY MUSICALS AT 
KINGSBOROUGH: Actor Daniel C. 
Levine, who once made his Broad-
way debut as Marius in the world-
famous “Les Miserables,” and a 
cast of fi ve other renowned Broad-
way vets will belt out hits from the 
popular musicals they once starred 
in and give the audience an inside 
scoop at life on the Great White 
Way through personal tidbits and 
stories about their big breaks and 
big gaffes, in Broadway Backstage. 
$25. 8 pm. On Stage at Kingsbor-

ough [2001 Oriental Blvd. near 
Oxford Street in Manhattan Beach, 
(718) 368–5596], www.onstageatk-
ingsborough.org. 

WORKSHOP, SEASONAL ALLER-
GIES WORKSHOP: Join herbalist 
Richard Mandelbaum RH(AHG) 
to learn about some of the lesser 
known causes and triggers for sea-
sonal allergies. $35. 10 am. The Old 
Stone House [336 Third St. between 
Fourth and Fifth Avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 768-3195], www.theold-
stonehouse.org. 

“CREEPY CARROTS”: Author Peter 
Brown shares his version of the 
Twilight Zone coming to the carrot 
patch. RSVP required. $19 (includes 
book and activities). 11 am and 2 
pm. Boulevard Books & Cafe [7518 
13th Ave. at 13th Avenue in Dyker 
Heights, (718) 680-5881]. 

“MAKE IT GRAND”: This original, 
interactive musical celebrates 100 
years of Grand Central Terminal. 
Performance is approximately 30 
minutes long and is recommended 
for children 4 and older. Free with 
museum admission. 12, 1:30 and 
3 pm. New York Transit Museum 
[Boerum Place at Schermerhorn 
Street in Downtown, (718) 694-
1600], www.mta.info/mta/museum. 

EGG HUNT: Join with State Sen. Marty 
Golden and search for the elusive 
easter egg, plus games, music, ac-
tivities and prizes for children. Free. 
Noon. Marine Park [Fillmore Ave. 
and Madison Place in Marine Park, 
(718) 238-6044].

“THE PRINCE AND THE MAGIC 
FLUTE”: Puppetworks presents 
the comic adventure, based on the 
classic Mozart opera. The tale is of 
the brave prince and a bird catcher, 

FRI, MARCH 22
ART, ASTROPHOTOGRAPHY: 

Grumpy Bert is super excited to 
share with you a special exhibi-
tion that is “literally” out of this 
world, a solo exhibition with As-
trophotographer Robert Gendler. 
Free (donations gladly accepted). 
12pm–7pm. Grumpy Bert [82 Bond 
St. between Atlantic and Bond in 
Boerum Hill, (347) 855-4849], www.
grumpybert.com/blogs/art-shows-
events/7272938-robert-gendler-
the-universe-in-color-3-2-3-31-2013. 

DANCE AND CHINESE LANGUAGE 
CLASSES: We train children 
through two languages: Manda-
rin and the universal language of 
dance. $405/season. 3:45 – 5:45pm. 
Spoke the Hub (748 Union St.; Near 
Sixth Avenue in Park Slope), www.
laurelproject.com. 

PHOTOGRAPHY, FROM HAITI TO 
HOLLYWOOD: Come join us for 
a discussion with Marc Baptiste 
that will touch upon his experi-
ence working as a photographer 
in the fast-paced world of fashion, 
and the importance of Haiti to his 
inspiration and artistic eye. Free. 
6–9 pm. Five Myles Gallery [558 
St. Johns Place in Crown Heights, 
(347) 565–4429], haiticulturalx.org/
program-05. 

ART, TSUNAMI AND BED: Studio10 
presents The Sea Is All Around Us, 
a solo exhibition of oil paintings 
and graphite drawings by New 
York based artist, Kate Teale. In this 
series, Teale examines two vastly 
different subjects concurrently: the 
domestic space of her bed and the 
Japanese Tsunami of March 2011. 
Free. 7–9 pm. Studio10 [56 Bogart 
St. in Bushwick, (718) 852–4396], 
www.studio10bogart.com. 

MUISC, BROOKLYN YOUTH OR-
CHESTRA COLLABORATES: 23 
young musicians from Brooklyn’s 
NPF Youth Orchestra will perform 
with acclaimed musicians from Jul-
liard, N.Y.U. and Manhattan School 
of Music. $10 Adults, $5 Children 
(10 & under). 7 pm. St Ann & The 
Holy Trinity [157 Montague St., (718) 
230–4825], npsom.org. 

ENTERTAINMENT, THE RINGLING 
BROS. AND BARNUM & BAILEY 
CIRCUS: This year’s show, titled 
“Built to Amaze,” combines two 
elements every Brooklynite can 
relate to: the battle of the sexes 
and construction. Starting at $20. 
7 pm. Barclays Center [620 Atlantic 
Ave. at Flatbush Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (917) 618–6700], www.bar-
clayscenter.com. 

THEATER, “THE GINGHAM DOG”: 
The play by Lanford Wilson is set 
in 1968 and is the story of Vincent, 
a liberal white Southern man and 
Gloria, a progressive black woman 
from Harlem. $10 ($7 students). 
7:30 pm. New Workshop Theater 
[Campus Rd. between Hillel Pl. and 
Ave. H in Midwood, (718) 951-4500], 
http:;//depthome.brooklyn.cuny.
edu/theater. 

READING, A LITERARY NIGHT AT 
THE GALLERY: Acclaimed novelist 
Alice Mattison — a Brooklyn native 

who attempt to try and rescue the 
princess. Recommended for chil-
dren 3 years old and older. $8 ($9 
adults). 12:30 and 2:30 pm. Pup-
petworks [338 Sixth Ave. at Fourth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 965-
3391], www.puppetworks.org. 

PHOTOGRAPHY, CENTRALIA: A pho-
tography exhibit shows art-goers 
one man’s journey through a rav-
aged coal-mining town that’s had 
a fi re burning underneath it since 
1962 — and is expected to continue 
for centuries. Free. 2–6pm. 0.00156 
Acres [114 Smith St. between Pacifi c 
and Dean streets in Cobble Hill, 
(917) 428–3810], www.acresbrook-
lyn.org. 

“THE BREMANTOWN MUSICIANS”: 
Adapted from the Russian cartoon, 
this rock musical follows the adven-
tures of a wandering musician and 
his animal companions. In Russian 
with English synopsis. Recom-
mended for children 8 and up. $45-
$65. 6 pm. Brooklyn Center for the 
Performing Arts at Brooklyn Col-
lege [2900 Campus Rd., between 
Amersfort Place and Kenilworth 
Place in Midwood, (718) 951-4500], 
www.brooklyncenteronline.org. 

ART, TSUNAMI AND BED: 7–9 pm. 
See Friday, March 22. 

SUN, MARCH 24
MUSIC, BROOKLYN HEIGHTS FOLK 

ROCK: Fans of folk rock will plan to 
attend the opening concert of the 
Spring season of First Acoustics, 
featuring Brooklyn-based indie folk 
rock duo Barnaby Bright with their 
lyrically captivating and impeccably 
balanced songwriting and sound. 
$25 advance, $30 door. 8 pm. First 
Unitarian [Monroe Place at Pier-
repont Street in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 288–5994], www.fi rstacous-
tics.org. 

CRAFTS FAIR: “Homespun” is a craft 
fair featuring local artists with hand-
made goods. We will have every-
thing from natural body products 
to original illustrations to adorable 
kids clothing. Free. Noon–6 pm. 
Lark Cafe [1007 Church Ave. in Dit-
mas Park, (718) 469-0140], www.
larkcafe.com. 

EGG HUNT: Join in for the biggest 
egg hunt ever. Bring your own bas-
ket, win prizes, have treats and then 
make a great craft. Reservations in 
advance suggested. $5 ($14 non-
members; children under 1 free). 9– 
11 am. Brooklyn Children’s Museum 
[145 Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks Av-
enue in Crown Heights, (718) 735-
4400], www.brooklynkids.org. 

ENTERTAINMENT, A FREE RIDE!: To 
celebrate the re-opening of Coney 

WHERE TO
FRIDAY
March 22

Eats, beats
Become a well-
rounded folk-person 
at the Freetown Pro-
duce Music Festival. 
It’s the perfect com-
bination of Cajun 
cooking and old-
timey music. Not 
only can you enjoy 
country, Irish, and 
swing music, you can 
also get cooking and 
dancing lessons.

Noon at Jalopy Theatre 
[315 Columbia St. 
between Hamilton 
Avenue and Woodhull 
Street in Columbia 
Waterfront District, (718) 
395–3214, jalopy.biz]. 
$15.

SATURDAY
March 23

Endurance 
music
It isn’t just a question 
of how far these 
musicians will go — 
it’s how much of it 
you can take. The pul-
sating rhythms and 
quick musical phrases 
will challenge most 
listeners in the same 
way a very fast car 
might challenge a 
passenger to hold his 
lunch. If that sounds 
fun (and it is), check 
out experimental 
groups ZS and Mivos.

8 pm at Issue Project 
Room [155 Freeman St. 
near Manhattan Avenue 
in Greenpoint, (718) 330–
0313, www.issueproject-
room.org]. $12 advance, 
15 door.

SUNDAY
March 24

Shatshow
It’s Captain Kirk’s 
birthday! Actually, 
for serious Trekkies, 
let me clarify. The 
actor who played 
Captain Kirk, Wil-
liam Shatner, is turn-
ing 81 on March 22. 
Celebrate by watch-
ing the actor in 
“Incubus” and 
“Impulse,” and 
enjoy the trivia and 
happy hour specials.

2:30 pm at Freddy’s [627 
Fifth Ave. between 17th 
and 18th streets in South 
Slope, (718) 768–0131, 
www.freddysbar.com]. 
Free.

MONDAY
March 25

Do you 
believe?
The Believer is a 
very different publi-
cation from The 
Brooklyn Paper — 
but don’t hold it 
against them. To 
celebrate the 10th 
birthday of the cul-
tural magazine with 
a literary slant, 
authors Joanna 
Fuhrman, Alan Gil-
bert, and Margo 
Jefferson will read 
and beer will flow.  

7:30 pm at Greenlight 
Bookstore [686 Fulton St., 
at South Portland Avenue 
in Fort Greene, (718) 
246–0200, greenlight-
bookstore.com]. Free.

THURSDAY
March 28

Who am I?
Brooklyn author Kris-
topher Jansma’s 
excellent debut novel 
“The Unchangeable 
Spots of Leopards” is 
a sweeping story 
about travel, coming 
of age, friendship, and 
identity. It also fea-
tures a writerly narra-
tor who definitely has 
something to hide. Go 
meet the author and 
enjoy some whiskey.

7 pm at powerHouse 
Arena [37 Main St., at 
Water Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 666–3049, power-
housearena.com]. Free.
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Spouse show: This year’s Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Baily 
Circus show “Built to Amaze” will bring to the Barclays Center 
several husband and wife acts, such as Russian comedic animal 
performers Alex and Irina Emelin. Through April 1.
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BEAUTY
TATTOO SALON

ON ANY OF OUR SERVICES WITH FLYER

Keratin Treatment
Color
Extensions
Hair Cuts 
(For Men, Women & Kids)

Permanent Makeup

Tattoos

Body Piercings

& Much More

 CLOSED SUNDAY

For Information Call: Stephanie Stellaccio
com

WE HONOR OUR ESTEEMED GROUP OF 2013 
BROOKLYN WOMEN OF DISTINCTION

Rachel Amar
Waste Management
Antonia Yuille-Williams
Con Edison
Nicole Robinson-
Etienne
NY Aquarium
Alice Sena
Sposabella
Yelena Makhnin
Brighton Beach BID
Elena Solitario
Pilo Arts
Linda Camarda
Natural Balance
Dr. Millie Fell
Brighton Eye

Camille Loccisano
Frankie’s Mission
April Mosqus
Brooklyn Girl Film Festival
Pamela Williams Harris
Coney Isl. Generation Gap
Trisha Ocona Francis
realestateOCONA,LLC
Dr. Melony Samuels
Bed Stuy Against Hunger
Renee McClure
National Grid
Christine Blackburn
Corcoran
Kathleen Henderson
Carroll Park Playground
Ana Oliveira
Investors Bank

Rabbi Linda Henry 
Goodman
Union Temple

Eileen Muller
Brooklyn Public Library

Elisa Padilla
Barclays Center/Brooklyn Nets

Debbie Carter
St. Francis de Sales Church

Dr. Kara Pasner
NYC Technical College

Vicki Ellner
Senior Umbrella Network of 
Brooklyn (SUN-B)

Tatiana Terzuoli
Greenpoint YMCA

Gala Dinner & Awards
Wednesday, June 12 at

of 

Honoring 

women 

who have 

shaped the 

borough

Join us for

Brooklyn Women 
of Distinction

C O U N T R Y  C L U B  C AT E R E R S
5945 Strickland Ave, Mill Basin 

Publication Date: 
Friday, April 26, 2013  

Deadline for congratulatory messages: 
Thursday, April 18, 2013

Keynote Speaker
Jeanine Ramirez
Brooklyn Reporter

Jeanine Ramirez joined NY1 News in October 1996 and covers Brooklyn’s schools, 
politics, religions and neighborhoods. She also is the lead reporter on many Latino issues. 

A native Brooklynite, Ramirez majored in communications both at Brooklyn Technical 
High School and Fordham University.

Sponsored by

345 Court Street (at Union Street)
For reservations (718) 852-5015
Website: MarcoPoloRistorante.com

Insalata mista

Mozzarella Fresca

Asparagui e Carciofi

Insalata di Beets

Cocktail di Gamberi

Penne al Pomodoro e Basilico

Traditional Hot Antipasto

Tortellini Soup

Risotto con Gamberi & Calamari

Manicotti Al Pomodoro

Maltagliati Integrali con Verdure

Agnello Pasqualina

Salmone Tornado

Filet of Sole Alforno

Petto di Pollo Principessa

Verdure Parmigiano

Bistecca alla Griglia

Pastiera Di Napoletana

Profiteroles Bianco e Nero

Traditional Italian Cheesecake

Parfait di Cioccolato Bianco

PRIMI (Choice of one)

DOLCE

SECONDI (Choice of one)

CELEBRATE EASTER 
Sunday, March 31, 2013

FOLLOW US ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper
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3D RAPID PROTOTYPING / FABRICATION BIOMEDICAL INFORMATICS

WHERE CAN 
TECHNOLOGY 
TAKE YOU?

65 Career-Focused Degree and Certificate Programs in 21st Century Technologies  718.260.5250  www.citytech.cuny.edu

3D RAPID PROOTTOTYPINNG / FABRICATION
3D RAPID PROTOTYPING / FABRICATIONENTERTAINMENT / EMERGING MEDIA TECH

SOLAR-POWER ROBOTICS

WHERE CAN 
TECHNOLOGY 
TAKE YOU?

300 Jay Street Brooklyn, NY 11201  718.260.5250  www.citytech.cuny.edu

BIOMEDICAL INFORMATICS

65 Career-Focused Bachelor, Associate and Certificate Programs in architectural and engineering technologies, entertainment, design and emerging media,  
healthcare professions, business and hospitality, information technologies and computer-related areas, paralegal studies, teacher education and more. 

BAR SCRAWL By Bill Roundy

Bait & Tackle [320 Van Brunt St. at Pioneer Street in Red Hook, (718) 
451–4665, www.redhookbaitandtackle.com]. Open Mon.–Fri., 3 pm–4 
am; Sat., Sun., 1 pm–4 am.

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

T
here’s more than 99 bottles of 
beer at this new Greenpoint 
brew bar — but you’re not 

going to see any of them on the 
walls. Nor will you see any dec-
oration, for that matter.

The new Manhattan Avenue 
beer hall Torst combines a stun-
ning 21 drafts and more than 100 
bottles, each more obscure than the 
next, with a minimal aesthetic that 
makes suds its sole focus.

“Whoever is making the best 

beer out there at the moment, their 
beer is going to find its way here,” 
said bartender Mike Amidei. 

The best beers of the moment 
currently include Hof Ten #9 
Grappe, Evil Twin Danbic Cran-
berry, and Beachwood BBQ Amal-
gamator.

The bar itself boasts the sim-
ple decor typical of Scandinavian 
tastes, with rows of narrow tables 
and cupped wooden chairs sur-
rounded by art-less walls. The 
beers change so often — or the 
aesthetic is so pervasive — that 
the taps themselves are logo-free 

wooden handles adorned with 
numbers. 

But there is something flashy 
that you can’t find at IKEA: a 
futuristic, glowing red “flux ca-
pacitor” tucked behind the bar, 
which allows bartenders to ad-
just nitrogen and carbon dioxide 

to deliver the perfect pour, no mat-
ter the beer. 

Co-owner Daniel Burns said 
he is planning to start a restau-
rant in the space sometime over 
the next few months, featuring a 
five-course tasting menu that will 
change every few weeks. 

But, of course, the beer is the 
main attraction, and only a week 
after opening, the bar has already 
attracted hops tourists from far 
and wide. 

“The day we opened, there 
were 25 or 30 of them in here,” 
said Amidei.

By Will Levit
for The Brooklyn Paper

T
he lowly falafel sandwich 
doesn’t have the Brook-
lyn rep of the bagel or 

the pizza slice, but when 
it’s done right it very well 
might be the borough’s best 
cheap eat.

At Damascus, a charm-
ing Middle Eastern bak-
ery on Atlantic Avenue, the 
falafel sandwich ($4) is at 
its peak.

Using a recipe from 
Lebanon, Gus Matli, who 
has co-owned Damascus 
with business partner Tony 
Sadek for thirty years, pre-
pares a dish that is light and 
well-seasoned, with hints of 
cumin, garlic and chilies — 
and none of that greasy, fla-
vorless nothingness all too 
common at food carts across 
the city.

It’s carried by Middle 
Eastern pickled cucumbers 
and killer neon-pink pick-
led red cabbage, which en-
liven the sandwich with brine 
and bite. 

And it’s all enclosed in a 
light and airy freshly baked 
pita, which is a world away 
from the dry and leathery va-
riety often served up as street 
food — one of main benefits of or-
dering this dish at a bakery. 

The sandwich is filling, but you 
might be tempted to pick up a slice 
of spinach pie, a glistening piece of 

baklava, or a container of house-
made baba ganoush or tabbouleh 
on your way out.

The thought and dedication put 
into the bakery’s wide array Mid-

dle Eastern pies, tarts, and sweets 
carries across even to the under-
appreciate falafel.

“This is the best sandwich you’ll 
ever have” Matli said.  

Falafel sandwich at Damascus 
Bread and Pastry Shop [195 Atlan-
tic Ave. between Court and Clin-
ton streets, (718) 625–7070, www. 
damascusbakery.com].

New beer kingdom
Greenpoint pub has 21 on tap, rare bottles

It’s more than just a falafel
Middle Eastern sandwich is best thing since sliced pita

You’ll smile, too: The falafel sandwich at the Boerum Hill bakery Damascus is one of the best cheap 
eats in Brooklyn.
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Tap into the beer brain: Bartender Fernelly Sarria pours the perfect glass of Evil Twin Even 
More Jesus Imperial Stout at Torst, a new beer hall in Greenpoint.
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Torst (615 Manhattan Ave. 
between Nassau and Dri-
ggs avenues in Greenpoint, 
www.torstnyc.com).

B E E R
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Island and comeback from 
Sandy, rides on Deno’s Won-
der Wheel are free for ev-
eryone. Free. 11 am–6 pm. 
Deno’s Wonder Wheel Park 
[1025 Boardwalk in Coney 
Island, (718) 372-2592], www.
wonderwheel.com. 

STARDINES SWIM HIGH 
ACROSS THE SKY: Artist 
Carin Berger reds from this 
new collection of whimsical 
poems. Free. 11:30 am. Pow-
erHouse Arena [37 Main St. 
at Water Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 666-3049], www.pow-
erhousearena.com. 

THEATRESPORTS: Freestyle 
Repertory Theatre is bring-
ing improv to a new level 
and adding children to 
the mix. $10 (Parents free). 
Noon. Gallery Players [199 
14th St., between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (212) 352-3101], gal-
leryplayers.com. 

“ALHAMBRA”: Take an unfor-
gettable trip back in time 
through the eyes of Simon, 
a young boy who left his 
home in 1492 and his jour-
ney. Presented by Tiger 
Baron. Suitable for all ages. 
Free with museum admis-
sion. 1–1:45 pm. Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Crown Heights, 
(718) 735-4400], www.
brooklynkids.org. 

FOOD, DOUBLE BOILER: 
The Center for Investiga-
tive Research is inviting 
people to a traditional 
sweatlodge experience 
along with a Crawfi sh Boil 
for those who like their 
schvitz a bit fi shy! Bring a 
towel and an appetite. Free 
(for sweatlodge). 5 pm. The 
Diamond [43 Franklin St. at 
Calyer in Greenpoint, (612) 
227-8013], facebook.con/
centerforinvestigativer-
esearch. 

ART, PAINTING TAKEDOWN: 
A neighborhood competi-
tion is calling on all painters 
to take up the brush in a true 
test of artistic skill. Free. 6 
pm. The Active Space (566 
Johnson Ave. at Stew-
art Avenue in Bushwick), 
www.566johnsonave.com. 

FUND-RAISER, WALK FOR 
CHILDREN: Author Debo-
rah E. Peters (My Grandfa-
ther was a Sexual Predator) 
and Prevent Child Abuse 
New York will host a walk 
on March 24 at Marine Park. 
$15. 9 pm. Marine Park [Ave. 
U at Stuart St. in Sheep-
shead Bay, (347) 661-2038], 
www.preventchildabuseny.
org/news_events/nyswalk-
forchildren/brooklyn. 

MON, MARCH 25
“SPARKLE: The Princess 

Spectacular”: This 40 
minute musical features 
Cinderella, Tinkerbell and 
Snow White. Free. 10 am. 
Holy Family - St. Thomas 
Aquinas Church [9th St. 
at Fourth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (917) 517-9913], 
www.facebook.com/
sparkletheprincessspec-
tacular.com. 

THEATER, “LOVE HURTS” 
AND “UNACCUSTOMED 
TO FEAR”: Two plays for 
the price of one hour. Sun-
light Sandwiches presents 

an emotional journey from 
secret love to families ties. 
Free. 12:15 – 1:45 pm. St. 
Francis College [180 Rem-
sen St., between Court and 
Clinton streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 489-5200], 
https://www.sfc.edu. 

READING, POETRY SLAM: 
“Seniors present “The 
Rainbow Bridge of Light: 
Voices From the Universe, 
” poetry and prose. Free. 
12:30–2 pm. St. Francis 
College [180 Remsen St., 
between Court and Clinton 
streets in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 489-5200], https://
www.sfc.edu. 

READING, “BRIEFLY 
KNOCKED UNCON-
SCIOUS BY A LOW-
FLYING DUCK”: Stories 
from 2nd Story, featuring 
Andrew Reilly, Molly Each 
and Bobby Biedrzycki. 
Free. 7–9 pm. PowerHouse 
Arena [37 Main St. at Water 
Street in DUMBO, (718) 
666-3049], www.power-
housearena.com. 

FOOD, SNIFFING WORK-
SHOP: Do you wish you 
could sniff a glass of wine 
and instantly recognize the 
aromas? In this fun, interac-
tive class, you’ll learn to 
identify several common 
aromas found in red wines 
by comparing wines that 
have been “doctored” to 
emphasize a particular 
aroma with a wine made 
right here at Brooklyn Win-
ery. $35. 8 pm. Brooklyn 
Winery [213 N. Eighth St., 
(347) 763-1506], bkwinery.
com/red-wine-aromas-
workshop/2673. 

TUES, MARCH 26
YOUNG READERS GROUP: 

Former teacher Brette 
leads children 8 to 14 
years old in a discussion of 
contemporary and classic 

chapter books. Parents are 
welcome (but not required) 
to attend; pizza is served. 
Free. 6:30 pm. Greenlight 
Bookstore [686 Fulton St. 
between S. Elliott Place 
and S. Portland Avenue 
in Fort Greene, (718) 246-
0200], greenlightbook-
store.com. 

READING, “ANGELOPOLIS”: 
Author Danielle Trussoni 
launches newest book. RSVP 
requested. Free. 7–9 pm. 
PowerHouse Arena [37 Main 
St. at Water Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 666-3049], www.power-
housearena.com. 

MUSIC, DOLLY PARTON 
COVER BAND: At 8 pm 
enjoy folk artist Cara Scar-
mack and at 8:45 pm check 
out the Sky Captains. And 
at 9:30 pm you should not 
miss Brooklyn’s premier 
Dolly Parton cover band, 
Doll Parts. Finally at 10:30 
pm there’s the Johnny 
Pumps. Free. 8 pm. The 
Way Station [683 Washing-
ton Ave. between St. Marks 
Avenue and Prospect Place 
in Prospect Heights, (718) 
627-4949], www.waysta-
tionbk.com. 

WED, MARCH 27
FILMS, “LES MISERABLES”: 

Free. 2 and 6 pm. St. Fran-
cis College [180 Remsen 
St., between Court and 
Clinton streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 489-5200], 
https://www.sfc.edu. 

THURS, MARCH 28
STENCIL SCREEN PRINT 

WORKSHOP FOR KIDS: 
In this stencil screen print-
ing workshop you can 
print your own drawing on 
your tote bag! The recom-
mended age is from 5 years 
old and older. If you are 

interested in joining the 
workshop, please email us 
to make a reservation at 
creative@moonandsnow.
com. $35. 1 pm. Williams-
burg & Greenpoint (117 
Dobbin St.), moonand-
snow.com. 

“THE UNCHANGEABLE 
SPOTS OF LEOPARDS”: 
Author Kristopher Jansma 
launches his latest book. 
RSVP requested. Free with 
museum admission. 7–9 
pm. PowerHouse Arena 
[37 Main St. at Water 
Street in DUMBO, (718) 
666-3049], www.power-
housearena.com. 

FRI, MARCH 29
MUSIC, GOLDEN DJS: At 

SRB Brooklyn, Q-Tip will 
lead a sonic Excursion 
into the mind of a self-
described musical scien-
tist.” Closing the night, 
the legendary Tony Touch 
is known in many circles 
as the “Mix-tape King.” 
Opening is DJ Soul, one 
of the most sought after 
DJs in the industry. Also 
spinning will be Bembe’s 
own genre blending resi-
dent music mixologist, DJ 
Ushka. $10-$20. 9 pm. SRB 
Brooklyn [177 Second Ave. 
at 14th Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 499–1700], www.gr-
gonline.info. 

MUSIC, RECORD RELEASE 
PARTY: Brooklyn-based 
band Luck & Senses are 
celebrating their new re-
cording, a digital album 
titled Speed Of Life with 
a performance. Free. 9 
pm. Freddy’s Bar [627 Fifth 
Ave. between 17th and 
18th streets in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 768-0131], 
www.freddysbar.com. 

SAT, MARCH 30
MUSIC, FOLK AMERICANA: 

In a time where audiences 
are starved for authentic-
ity, there are only a few 
that can actually deliver the 
goods to make you feel like 
you are hearing some thing 
classic and familiar yet 
fresh. Daniel Wayne is one 
of those artists. Free. 10 
pm. The Way Station [683 
Washington Ave. between 
St. Marks Avenue and 
Prospect Place in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 627-4949], 
www.waystationbk.com. 

WORKSHOP, GIVING BIRTH: 
what’s it like?: Come gather 
and listen as two Brooklyn 
moms recount their unique 
experiences of giving birth. 
Inspired by The Birth Inter-
view Project, they will share 
their refl ections guided by 
17 questions. Free. 10:30 
am. Caribou Baby [272 Dri-
ggs Ave., (347) 460–BABY], 
www.cariboubaby.com. 

EGG HUNT AND STORY 
TIME: Read an Easter 
themed story and do a craft. 
RSVP required. $15 (includes 
book and activities). 11 am. 
Boulevard Books & Cafe 
[7518 13th Ave. at 13th Av-
enue in Dyker Heights, (718) 
680-5881]. 

WORKSHOP, WELLNESS 
WORKSHOP: Join Can-
dace Edwards, and Yogi 
Jodi Epstein for their fi rst 
workshop in the Spring 
Wellness Series. $30. 4 pm. 
Awakening NY [607 Man-
hattan Ave. in Greenpoint, 
(718) 349-1380], awaken-
ingny.com. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 10

Stars revealed: Acclaimed actor Daniel C. Levine 
(left) will tell tales and sing songs from his days star-
ring in “Little Shop of Horrors,” at his latest theatri-
cal creation “Broadway Backstage” on March 23.
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By Eli Rosenberg
The Brooklyn Paper

B
rooklyn’s thriving com-
munity of filmmakers 
has discovered it needs 

to look no further than the 
surrounding blocks to find 
a good story.

A boom in locally made 
films is a surprising byprod-
uct of Mayor Bloomberg’s 
legacy of big development 
projects in the borough — 
with numerous documenta-
ries taking a long and critical 
look at what years of rezoning 
and development in different 
areas of Brooklyn mean for 
residents.

“There’s nothing better 
than making something in 
your back and front yard, and 
there’s a lot of development 
taking place in Brooklyn,” 
said Megan Sperry, one of 
the filmmakers behind “The 
Domino Effect,” a film that 
looks at the reuse of the for-
mer sugar factory on the Wil-
liamsburg waterfront.

“The Domino Effect” is 
joined by “Gut Renovation,” 
about the 2005 rezoning of 
Williamsburg and gentri-
fication; “My Brooklyn,” 
which looks at the 2004 re-
zoning of the Fulton Mall; 
“The Battle for Brooklyn,” 
about the Atlantic Yards proj-
ect and the use of eminent 
domain; “The Zipper,” about 
the development of Coney Is-
land; and “At the Corner of 
3rd and 3rd,” an upcoming 
short about the Gowanus lot 
that Whole Foods plans to de-
velop and the historic Coig-
net Building.

The bumper crop of films 
on these issues has even in-
spired it’s own film series: 
Brooklyn Reconstructed, 
an eight-month long show-
case of gentrification-centric 
films that was so successful 
in Brooklyn that its creator, 
Brooklyn documentary ma-
ven Adam Schartoff, exported 
it to Oakland, Calif.

The filmmakers say that 
firing up people is part of the 
point of their projects, which 
are part-education, part-ac-
tivism.

“Whether in Williams-
burg or Chinatown or Flush-
ing … we’ve been setting up 
screenings and getting it out 
there so people know what 
they’re up against, specifi-
cally so they could mobilize,” 
said Sperry.

At the very least the films 
have moved Brooklyn’s dis-
cerning film-goers off their 
couches.

Sunset Park-based film-
maker Kelly Anderson origi-
nally planned to screen “My 
Brooklyn” for one run at Re-
Run theater in DUMBO, but 
was called back for an ad-
ditional 20 screenings after 
selling out the small theater 
every day.

Both “My Brooklyn” and 
“Gut Renovation” — a doc-
umentary by avante-garde 
filmmaker and Williamsburg-
cum-Bedford-Stuyvesant resi-
dent Su Friedrich — won the 
2012 audience award at the 
Brooklyn Film Festival. 

And Friedrich’s film just 
finished a run at the Film Fo-
rum in Manhattan, generating 
a significant amount of  media 
buzz  in the process. 

It’s a lot of success for film-
makers working mostly with 

low budgets and small staffs 
donating their time to pro-
duce their films — a sign 
the subject matter is touch-
ing a nerve.

“These films are getting at 
some very edgy and contro-
versial aspects of the power 
structure,” said Anderson. 
“Brooklyn is sort of like the 
cautionary tale for other ar-
eas of the country.”

“My Brooklyn” was the 
product of Kelly Ander-
son and Allison Dean, who 
were working off an $80,000 
budget, but other filmmak-
ers say that they’ve done it 
for even less.

Sperry and fellow collabo-
rators Brian Paul and Daniel 
Phelps made their film with 
pocket change and a $10,000 
campaign on Kickstarter.

Filmmaker Max Kutner 
plans to release the 20-min-
ute “At The Corner Of 3rd 
and 3rd,” after spending lit-

tle more than the cost of his 
time and a MetroCard.

And ultimately the films 
are the result of the personal 
relationship that many film-
makers have with gentrifi-
cation.

“I’m making a film about 
losing my home and in the 
middle of my filming I lost 
my home,” said Friedrich, 
who had to leave her loft on 
N. 11th Street after her build-
ing was sold in 2011. “That 
was sort of ironic.”

“My Brooklyn” at the 
Park Slope Food Coop [782 
Union St. in Park Slope, be-
tween Sixth and Seventh 
avenues, (718) 622–0560, 
www.mybrooklynmovie.
com]. April 5, 7 pm, free.

For “Gut Rennovation” 
see www.outcast-films.
com.

For “At the Corner of 
3rd and 3rd” see maxkut-
ner.tumblr.com/3rdand3rd. 

Gentri-fi lm-cation
Documentaries focus on development

Zoom in: Filmmaker Su Friedrich’s “Gut Renovation” is a scathing look at the 
2005 rezoning that kicked off a development boom in Williamsburg — one 
of many films tackling gentrification.
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GARDENS

COBBLE 
HILL

RED 
HOOK

BROOKLYN 
HEIGHTS

DUMBO

FORT 
GREENE CLINTON 

HILL BEDFORD 
STUYVESANT

PROSPECT 
HEIGHTS

PARK 
SLOPE

WILLIAMSBURG

CROWN 
HEIGHTS

HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD?

NEWS CORPORATION IS LOOKING FOR YOU!
ADVERTISING SALES REPRESENTATIVES TO WORK WITH LOCAL BUSINESSES

CNG (Community Newspaper Group), a division of News Corpora-
tion, is New York City’s largest network of local weekly newspapers, 
distributing hundreds of thousands of papers in Brooklyn, Queens, 
and the Bronx. In addition, CNG publishes specialty magazines and 
local websites. 

We are seeking motivated newspaper, magazine & online advertising 
sales representatives in Brooklyn. The positions involve selling adver-
tising, working closely with clients to achieve and exceed their expec-
tations, maintaining and developing a client base and seeking new 
business opportunities via face-to-face sales calls within the territory.

When applying for this position, please 
send your resume and cover letter to: 
Ralph D’Onofrio

Email: rdonofrio@cnglocal.com

Tel: 718-260-2510

CNG is an EOE.

WORK CLOSE TO 
HOME AND BE 
PART OF ONE OF 
THE LARGEST 
MEDIA GROUPS 
IN THE WORLD.

A News Corporation Company

BROOKLYN OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE:

Newspaper, Magazine & Online 
Account Executives, 

Outside Sales Positions in Park Slope and 
Williamsburg Territories

REQUIREMENTS & QUALIFICATIONS:

Good written and verbal communication skills
Basic computer skills
Ability to work in a close team environment
Position pays salary, plus commission, 401K, medical, 
expenses & paid vacation
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1-877-870-6118
conEd.com/GreenTeam

BUSINESS OWNERS, GET ENERGY FIT TODAY.

BUSINESS OWNERS
join the thousands of 

New Yorkers who 
have reduced their 
energy use, gotten 

millions of dollars in 
incentives, and helped 

the environment.

ENERGY EFFICIENCY
I MADE

A WAY OF LIFE
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FOR NETS TICKETS CALL (718) NETS-TIX 
OR VISIT BROOKLYNNETS.COM

BROOK LY N  NE T S 
FA N  OF  T HE  W E E K

Get spotted in your Brooklyn Nets gear by our photographers, and we’ll put your picture in the paper!

Irving Kaminsky, Bensonhurst
“What else? They’re from Brooklyn and I’m proud of that!”
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IN PRINT
Pick up The Brooklyn 
Paper every Friday 
across Greenpoint, 
Williamsburg, 
Downtown and 
Brownstone Brooklyn. 
Each print edition 
delivers news, arts, 
and entertainment, 
plus our original 
columnists, 
cartoonists and 
the world’s best 
Cyclones coverage in a 
convenient package. It’s one-stop shopping with 
excitement on every page.

ON THE WEB
No one else — no blog, no website, no “news 
aggregator” — covers our neighborhoods with 
the intensity of BrooklynPaper.com. The award-
winning site is 
updated several 
times every 
day, offering 
fresh news, arts 
and features 
— faster, better 
and deeper than 
any other online 
publication. Visit 
it several times a 
day — to stay on top of the greatest city in the 
world: Brooklyn.

TWO WAYS TO LOVE

THE BROOKLYN PAPER and BrooklynPaper.com
Your place for a full dose of Brooklyn!

Your Neighborhood  — Your News®

BrooklynPaper.com (718) 260 2500 Brooklyn, NY ©2011

AWP/14 pages Vol. 34, No. 28

Your Neighborhood  — Your News®

SERVING BROWNSTONE BROOKLYN, WILLIAMSBURG & BAY RIDGE

NOW OPEN IN COBBLE HILL

266 COURT ST. (Between Kane & DeGraw) (347) 799-2902

Call ahead or order online at www.FiveGuys.com

By Kate Briquelet

The Brooklyn Paper

The city is planning a major over-

haul of the base of Atlantic Avenue 

— where pedestrians have been play-

ing a game of “Frogger” since Brook-

lyn Bridge Park’s Pier 6 opened last 

year — and it looks like the pedestri-

ans have won.

The Department of Transportation’s 

plan — to be built out later this sum-

mer — will dedicate much less road-

way to cars and much more space to 

pedestrians and bicyclists.

At Atlantic Avenue and Furman 

Street, the eastbound and westbound 

lanes will be reduced from 40 feet wide 

to 20 feet. Two northbound lanes on 

Columbia Street, about 15 feet each, 

will be shaved down to 12 feet to make 

room for foot traffic.

Here’s a breakdown:

sidewalk and two-way bike path at Co-

lumbia Street, between Atlantic Ave-

nue and the BQE entrance. Barriers 

will separate car lanes and the bikeway, 

which will replace one lane of south-

By Daniel Bush

The Brooklyn Paper

The majority of Catholic 

churchgoers in Brooklyn we 

spoke to disagree with Bishop 

Nicholas DiMarzio’s  edict to ban 

politicians who voted for same-

cial appearances at church events  

and to decline donations from any 

politician who approves of gay 

marriage.
The borough’s top Catho-

lic grabbed headlines last week 

when he made the proclamation 

following the state legislature’s 

couples to marry.

But not all members of his flock 

agree with the bishop stance that 

the law is a “nail in the coffin” of 

traditional marriage that would 

destroy “the single most important 

institution in human history.”

“I take what I need from my 

religion and ignore what I don’t 

agree with,” said Carroll Gardens 

resident Amy Cacciola, who at-

tends mass at Sacred Hearts & 

St. Stephen Church on Summit 

Street at Carroll Street. “He’s a 

bit out of touch.”

Other critics said DiMarzio 

should not have thrust the church 

into the center of a debate that en-

gulfed lawmakers — and capti-

vated the public — for much of 

last month.

Faithful, bishop, at odds over same-sex marriage

Here’s what parishioners from across Brooklyn had to say about Bishop Nicholas 

DiMarzio’s decision to ban state officials who voted for same-sex marriage from 

participating in church and school functions:

“I completely 

disagree [with the 

bishop]. Relation-

ships should be 

based on love — 

don’t mix religion 

and politics.”
Kim Belk, 

Williamsburg 

“I’m proud of the 

bishop. [His posi-

tion] is perfect.”

Maureen Cantone, 

Carroll Gardens

“Churches don’t 

have to be in-

volved in politics. 

I don’t think that 

the church should 

be saying these 

things.”
Humberto Chavez, 

Sunset Park

“Everybody 

should be able to 

get married, no 

matter who it is.”

Richard Martinez, 

Dyker Heights

“I don’t think that the [bishop] 

should be saying these things,” 

said Humberto Chavez, a mem-

ber of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

in Sunset Park. “I don’t think the 

church should be involved in pol-

itics.”
DiMarzio announced his 

edict two days after Gov. An-

drew Cuomo signed the bill le-

advised parishes and schools to 

refuse any awards or honors from 

state officials who supported the 

measure, and barred them from 

appearing at special events such 

as graduations, though not from 

attending religious services.

Shortly after his proclamation 

was released, Our Lady of Mt. 

Carmel’s parish school in Wil-

liamsburg returned a $50 schol-

arship check from Assemblyman 

Joe Lentol (D–Williamsburg), a 

gay nups supporter.

The controversial position also 

sparked an outcry from marriage 

equality advocates, many of whom 

are  planning a celebration at Bor-

A planned revamp for the base of Atlantic Avenue will help prevent 

the “Frogger” style escape people face when they leave Pier 6.

Panel approves more pedestrian-friendly entrance to park

bound traffic on Columbia Street. 

of Atlantic Avenue across from Fur-

man Street will be replaced with a pe-

destrian plaza giving parkgoers stuck 

walking along the Pier 7 fence more 

room to navigate.

at Atlantic Ave and the park entrance 

and a pedestrian island will be built in 

the middle of Atlantic Avenue, between 

Columbia and Furman streets.

will be built on the north side of Atlan-

tic Avenue at the BQE on-ramp. 

The B63 bus will also no longer make 

a U-turn at the base of Atlantic Ave-

nue and instead be rerouted onto park 

roadways, city officials said. 

Since the southern leg of Brooklyn 

By Daniel Bush

The Brooklyn Paper

Get ready for a tidal wave of traffic 

on Pacific Street.

A city plan to  reroute Fourth Avenue 

traffic down Pacific  between Fourth and 

Flatbush avenues goes into effect later 

this month and the change, intended 

to unclog the triangle where Flatbush, 

Fourth and Atlantic avenues meet across 

from developer Forest City Ratner’s 

$1-billion Barclays Center, has some 

residents fearing a never-ending traf-

fic jam on small blocks nearby.

Under the  permanent change , which 

has been pushed back from July 15 to on 

or around July 29, cars headed Down-

town on Fourth Avenue will no longer 

be able to get directly to Flatbush Ave-

nue. Instead, cars headed toward cen-

tral Brooklyn can turn right onto Pacific 

Street, which will change from a one-way 

westbound to eastbound between Fourth 

and Flatbush avenues. Once down Pacific, 

cars can continue onto Flatbush.

For cars headed toward the Manhat-

Kate Briquelet

The Brooklyn Paper

Sayonara, thieves!

A local karate master is so 

fed up with muggings in Fort 

Greene Park that she’s teaching 

women to strike and snap-kick 

any attacker who comes their way 

—with martial arts classes held 

in the greenspace itself.

“Enough is enough!” said 

Beverly Bradley, a 42-year-old 

Bedford-Stuyvesant black belt 

who started to include self-de-

fense moves in all of her body-

toning classes in March. “These 

things make me crazy. You have 

KARATE CHOP 
Sensei teaches self-defense classes 

in crime-plagued Fort Greene Park

Not even reporter Kate Briquelet (right) can match Beverly Bradley’s mugger-beating skills!

Visiting Parisienne Gentry Lane places pooch Napoleon in 

a mock guillotine in the annual Bastille Day celebration on 

Smith Street on July 10. 

In the doghouse
By Alex Rush

The Brooklyn Paper

A new ice cream parlor that just 

opened on the Coney Island Board-

walk could be the first phase of an 

Italian invasion that would trans-

form the People’s Playground’s 

honky-tonk waterfront into a ha-

ven for espresso-loving brunchers 

who controls the lease wants it. 

An Italian restaurateur opened 

Coney’s Cones, a gelato cafe, on 

Saturday, and plans to open three 

more restaurants that will give the 

summer. He is leasing the space 

from Boardwalk landlord Cen-

tral Amusement International, the 

Italian company that runs Luna 

Park and took control of the strip 

last year.
 “The Boardwalk should be a 

place where you can sit outside, re-

co-owner Michele Merlo, who 

opened the shop with business 

partner Julio Gonzalez.

The duo plans to open an Ital-

ian seafood spot called Da Ponte 

(“by bridge” in English,) a yet-to-

be named beer garden, and an inter-

national food court called Mundo 

Espresso with your hot dog?

Italian shops to reshape 

Coney Island Boardwalk

(Spanish for “world”).

The Boardwalk makeover was 

 first reported  by NY1. 

The transformation sets in mo-

tion the vision of Central Amuse-

ments CEO Valerio Ferrari who 

 told us last year  that he would 

like the Boardwalk to become 

more like an Italian piazza than 

a beachfront dive.

“Why can’t you sit down with 

your newspaper and enjoy a coffee 

and the great view of the beach?” 

said Ferrari at the time.

But the news of the incom-

ing Italian invasion is an added 

blow to the old-school Board-

walk businesses who are being 

kicked out by Central Amuse-

ment this fall to make way for 

new eateries. Nine mom-and-

pops first got the boot last year, 

but most of them battled their 

evictions in court and  settled 

with Central Amusement to 

stay on for a final summer . 

The agreement stipulates that 

they cannot protest when their 

leases end on Oct. 31.

But most still insist that they 

are getting a raw deal.

“We developed a beer garden, 

so why are they bringing some-

one else in who is doing the same 

thing?” said Carl Muraco, whose 

Beer Island bar will likely be re-

placed by Merlo and Gonzalez’s 

business. “It doesn’t make any 

sense to be kicking everyone out 

to bring in the same things.”

Gonzalez and Merlo are the 

only people so far that Central 

Amusement has hired to re-Julio Gonzalez, co-owner 

of Coney’s Cones, says that 

his shop has some of the 

best ice cream and italian 

ices in town.
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See KARATE  on page 11

See ATLANTIC  on page 11

See PACIFIC  on page 11

See CONEY  on page 11

By Natalie O’Neill

The Brooklyn Paper

A group of cyclists is demanding 

that the city paint bike symbols on the 

car lanes in Prospect Park in the wake 

of several bicycle crashes — and park 

officials are listening.

To clear up hazy bike-and-walk-

ing path rules — which shift during 

the park’s car-free hours — cyclists 

are circulating a petition to rejigger 

street symbols to reflect how the park 

loop is most often used.

Petitioner Mark Simpson — who 

broke his elbow in a collision with a 

rogue skater — says the street has be-

ers and rollerbladers, who simply 

don’t know the “bike lane” is actu-

ally reserved for walkers 90 percent 

of the time.

“It’s not clear at all,” Simpson said. 

“You should be able to walk into the 

park and know what to do.”

At least three “serious” accidents 

have occurred in the park this year, 

one of which involved a cyclist who 

Cyclist Mark Simpson wants safer 

conditions in Prospect Park.

MEAN
Streets

The battle for Brooklyn’s byways
See BIKES  on page 11
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parked right outside my 
door on most days,” she 

said. “The fact that the 
community is supporting 
these non-local vendors is 
beyond ignorant.”The Park Slope Civic 

Council and the Fifth Av-
enue Business Improve-
ment District have also 
lodged complaints with 

the Alliance. But Alliance spokesman 
Eugene Patron said that the 

food truck confab will ben-
efit the community.“There are concerns every 

time there is a big change,” said 
Patron. “But we strongly be-
lieve that having something so 
exciting happening at the park 
only increases interest in — and 

exploration of — the neighbor-
hood around it.”Pullicio hungrily dis-

agrees. 
“All the trucks do for us is 

leave a mess for the Sanitation 
Department to clean up with 
taxpayer dollars. So for them 
to swoop in out of nowhere and 
steal away our business in the 
height of our season is beyond 
infuriating.”Susan Povich, who plans to 

make her popular Red Hook 
Lobster Pound truck a regular 
at the rallies, bristles at these 
accusations.  “We are all responsible busi-

ness owners. We clean up after 
ourselves, accrue our fair share 
of expenses and between us, 

By Sarah Zornfor The Brooklyn PaperGrand Army Plaza’s food 
truck rally has become a food 
fight.

The Prospect Park Alliance’s 
decision to expand its  one-
time festival  into a monthly 
event — to be held on the 
third Sunday of every 
month until Oct. 16 — 
has inflamed many lo-
cal business owners.“This neighborhood is being 

exploited by a fad,” fumed Jan-
ice Pullicio, owner of Naidre’s 
café on Seventh Avenue near 
12th Street. “We pay rent and 
taxes in the Park Slope com-
munity. Considering the eco-
nomic hardship of the past few 
years, Prospect Park should be 

By Aaron ShortThe Brooklyn PaperSouthern Brooklyn is on the wrong 

side of the digital divide.Mayor Bloomberg announced that 

the city and AT&T would provide free 

wireless services in 20 parks, includ-

ing Prospect Park, McCarren Park, and 

Brooklyn Bridge Park. But none of those locations are south 

of 15th Street — leaving residents from 

Windsor Terrace to Sheepshead Bay 

feeling digitally duped.Bloomberg defended the program 

in a weekly radio address, saying it 

would give New Yorkers a reason to 

“get outside and enjoy our beautiful 

parks,” while also doing their work 

in them.
“And on a nice summer day, there’s 

simply no better place in the world,” 

The ‘digital divide’
Mayor’s park-Wi-Fi plan cuts off most of boro

Park Slope merchants object to new monthly truck rally

A city program to bring wireless 

Internet into the parks will only 

benefit the ultra-hip northern 

part of the borough, where Wi-Fi 

is practically everywhere already. 

said Bloomberg, who made his fortune 

building technology to help the finan-

cial industry.“We’re digitally behind — there’s 

already little bandwidth here and the 

phone service is terrible,” said Renee 

Giordano, executive director of the Sun-

set Park BID. “We need to bring free 

Wi-Fi to the commercial strip and Sun-

set Park, and bring the community up 

to par with other neighborhoods.”
A Parks Department spokesman said 

that AT&T’s wireless contract does not 

preclude the city from expanding Wi-

Fi to other parks through other arrange-

ments, but there are no plans to do so 

at this time.As a result, the digital chasm between 

North and Southern Brooklyn could 

widen. Studies have shown that individ-

Jennifer Aguirrie can enjoy Wi-Fi 

in Brooklyn Bridge Park, thanks 

to an initiative to get 20 city 

parks outfitted this summer.

Do trucks like these hurt local businesses? Some mer-

chants in Park Slope think so, and are objecting to a 

new monthly “Food Truck Rally” in Prospect Park.

By J.J. Despain and Aaron ShortThe Brooklyn PaperNew York Waterway launched 
its much-anticipated ferry fleet 
on Monday, shuttling Manhat-
tan-bound commuters across 
the East River  for the first time 
since 2009 .

A boatload of giddy pub-

lic officials, including Mayor 
Bloomberg, cut a ceremonial 
ribbon and boarded a 76-foot 
catamaran in Williamsburg to 
celebrate the ship’s maiden voy-
age to Midtown — the result of 
a three-year,  $9.3-million sub-
sidy by the city .Bloomberg called the money 

an investment in the city’s wa-
terfront development. 

“The new ferry service will 
augment growth of Brooklyn 
neighborhoods and make it eas-
ier for New Yorkers to commute 
from and get to these residen-
tial neighborhoods and water-
front parks,” he said.The new service will make 

stops at Fulton Ferry Landing 
in DUMBO, Schaefer Landing 
and Northside Pier in Williams-

By Alex RushThe Brooklyn PaperMost bikinis only charge 
the libido, but a Downtown de-
signer has invented a sun-pow-
ered bikini that can also charge 

iPods.
The Solar Bikini, made by An-

drew Schneider, has USB sock-
ets sewn into the fabric of the 
bottom piece. Schneider, who 
lives on Red Hook Lane between 

Fulton and Livingston streets, 
lined the suit with 40 paper-thin 
panels called photovoltaic cells. 
The panels convert the sun’s ra-
diation into electricity that can 

By Thomas Tracy and Haru CoryneThe Brooklyn PaperThe walls are closing in on 
Rep. Anthony Weiner.The Democratic firebrand 

whose cyber romps with at least 
six women has left his personal 
life and political career in sham-
bles — and has made him a raun-
chy gift that keeps on giving to 
local tabloids and late-night 
jokesters — is within a hair’s 
breadth of resigning, political 
insiders said on Tuesday.Weiner’s impending decision 

comes as fellow Democrats — 
including President Obama — 
encouraged the Sheepshead Bay 
Democrat to step down as “Wein-
ergate” enters its third week.

“If it was me, I would resign,” 
Obama told NBC’s “Today Show” 
on June 14. “Obviously, what he 
did was highly inappropriate. He’s 
embarrassed himself — he’s ac-
knowledged that — and he’s em-
barrassed his wife and family.”

Weiner’s  lurid online romances  
first came to light on May 27, 
when he tried to send a soft core 
tweet of his groin to a 21-year-
old Seattle co-ed, but acciden-
tally sent the picture to his 50,000 
Twitter followers.The seven-term legislator ini-

tially lied that his Twitter account 
had been hacked, but finally came 
clean about sending the raunchy 
photo and  having online relations 
with at least five other women .

Weiner held firm then that 
he would not step down, claim-
ing he hadn’t use congressional 
computers or phones for his cy-
ber dalliances.But more revelations have 

emerged:

come forward disputing Wein-
er’s claims that he never used 

The “Yogi Berra,” part of the new East River ferry fleet, 

docks at Brooklyn Bridge Park in DUMBO.

By Daniel Ngfor The Brooklyn PaperA beloved stuffed animal lost by 
a traumatized 2-year-old in a Cob-
ble Hill playground last month is 
facing torture and a painful death 
— unless the tot’s horrified mother 
meets the “kidnapper’s” demand for 
$10,000 worth of cupcakes.

Gluten- and peanut-free, no 
less.

It might just be a joke — but 

Susannah Bortner isn’t willing to 
take that chance.“I would gladly bake 10,000 cup-

cakes,” Bortner said, thinking of 
her toddler, Donovan, and his lost 
bear, Mr. Bear. “There is a part of 
me wishing this is real.” Alas, it likely is not.But there are a million stories in 

the naked city — few more grip-
ping, heart-rending and less-plau-

‘Kidnappers’ want $10,000 in 
cupcakes for toddler’s darling

David Palmer and Susannah Bortner just want son Donovan’s 

beloved teddy bear back unharmed. Someone responded to 

their “Lost” poster by posting a ransom note below it.

Ready for a charge?

WHO LOVES THE SUN? A Brooklyn designer is selling solar-powered bikinis that 

energize iPods and phones (among other things).

Designer’s solar bikini can power your iPod

burg, and India Street in Green-
point every 20 to 30 minutes for 
14 hours a day. The ferry is free until June 24, 

when water commuters will pay 
$4 for a single ride or $140 for a 
monthly pass. There’s a $1 sur-
charge for bikes.The last company to ferry pas-

sengers across the East River 
pulled up anchor two years ago 

Seven days he’d like to forget

congressional equipment. Lisa 
Weiss, a Democratic volunteer 
from Las Vegas, claimed that 
she and Weiner had phone sex 
on congressman’s private office 
line in August, 2010. And the web-

site TMZ published pictures that 
Weiner, clad only in a towel in the 
Congressional gym, apparently 
sent to another woman.

By Meredith Deliso
The Brooklyn PaperThe Weiner jokes haven’t 

gone limp yet.The Park Slope bar Der 
Kommissar is capitalizing on 
the Midwood congressman’s 
fall from grace with — what 
else? — a hot dog special fea-
turing two “Anthony Weiners” 
for $6

At about six-and-a-half 
inches, this wiener a little big-
ger than average (of course, we 
mean the average hot dog. Get 

your mind out of the gutter). 
The good news is that this An-

thony Weiner is a lot more palat-
able than the congressman.“There’s more kick to them,” 

said griller Joshua Gabriel. 
“They’re meatier and heftier 
than most. And we’ll keep selling 
them until the joke gets old.”

Someone needs to tell him 
that this joke is never going 
to get old.

Der Kommissar [559 Fifth 
Ave. at 15th Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 788-0789].

Slope bar offers two for $6

By Natalie O’NeillThe Brooklyn PaperThe whole country may 
have a beef with groin-
Tweeting Rep. Anthony 
Weiner, but Brooklynites 
say his “scandal” is really, 
um, no big thing.There’s been plenty of 

moralizing over Weinergate, 
but sending sexy photos — 
via phone or Internet — has 
become pretty “normal,” say 
borough singles, sex thera-
pists and shop owners.“I’ve done it,” said Sa-

mantha Bard, owner of 
 Shag, a sex toy shop in Wil-
liamsburg.  “If you stood on 
the corner of Bedford Av-
enue and North Seventh 
Street, I bet eight out of 
10 people would say they 
have, too.”

Or how about nine out of 
10? That’s how many folks 
we interviewed who said 
they had either sent or re-
ceived nude or risqué photos 
via phone or Internet.“It’s not taboo; it’s not 

even weird,” said skate-

Samantha Bard, owner  
of Shag, does it.

Joshua Gabriel shows off the Anthony Weiner at the 

Austrian-styled bar Der Kommissar in Park Slope.

amid complaints that the city 
failed to subsidize the service 
to allow the company to make 
any money.This time around, New York 

Waterway CEO Paul Goodman 
said the city’s support, two new 
piers, and the frequency of ferry 
service would keep their com-
pany afloat.“The city’s subsidizing our 

service allows us to offer rush 
hour frequency which is differ-
ent than any previous attempt to 
provide commuter service,” said 

By Dan MacLeodThe Brooklyn PaperVerizon broke the law — and 
the city let it do so — when it 
installed 20-foot-tall Fiberglass 
poles in historic districts in Green-
point and Flatbush without get-
ting permission to do so.The telecommunications gi-

ant says that it is installing the 
poles as access points to its under-

ground network of high-speed In-
ternet and TV cables. But some of 
those poles are in historic districts, 
and the company  broke the law  
by failing to clear them with the 
Landmarks Preservation Com-
mission — even though it got 
permits from the Department 
of Transportation.In Greenpoint, neighbors 

Turns out new posts are illegal

Verizon has installed a 
new pole on historic Mil-
ton Street in Greenpoint. 
Neighbors are not happy.

See BEAR  on page 11

See FOOD  on page 11

supporting, not hindering, lo-
cal businesses.”Melissa Murphy, owner of 

Sweet Melissa Patisserie on 

Seventh Avenue near First 
Street, agreed. “I am paying so much money 

on rent, and there is a truck 

See WI-FI  on page 11

See FERRY  on page 11

See BIKINI  on page 11
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munity and not be penalized,” 
said Niederman, a member of 
Community Board 1 — which 
assembled a “task force” to 
discuss legalizing double-
parking last week. “I feel 
very strongly that we should 
be treated the same as the other 
communities.”

At first blush, authori-
ties seem willing to turn a 
blind eye to the automotive 
violation,  which can yield a 
$115 ticket .

Captain Jim Ryan, new 
commander of the 94th 
Precinct, and Department 
of Sanitation community 
affairs officer Iggy Terranova 
told CB1 members they may 

be able to negotiate “discre-
tionary enforcement.” 

“We’re going to work with 
transportation and sanitation 
and see if we can come up 
with a policy that works,” 
said Ryan.

It’s not as easy as issuing a 
bulletin to officers: authorities 
would need to determine on 
which streets double-parking 
would be permissible, how to 
inform drivers if no signs spell 
out the policy, and whether the 
amnesty would extend beyond 
alternate-side parking hours, 
Ryan said.

The rule change would re-
quire a pledge by motorists 
to not block in other vehicles, 
according to CB1 member 

from future deluges.
“It’s beautiful to give this 

shadow-like evidence of for-
mer glory of the United States 
a semiotic pulse serving a 
second job as a buffer zone 
for the edges of our city,” said 
Joachim, a professor, archi-
tect and TED fellow who co-
founded the non-profit.

The plan calls for some 
ships from the Navy’s “ ghost 
fleet ” — aging warships that 
date back to World War II that 
the military keeps docked in 
places like Suisan Bay, CA., 
Beaumont, TX., and James 
River, VA.  — to be sliced 
into cross-sections that will 
be broken in two and sub-
merged around the vulnera-
ble coastline, reconfiguring 
the waterway to approximate 
a riverbank, and in so do-
ing, encouraging natural sed-
imentation that will create an 
environment capable of ab-
sorbing great ocean swells.

This “riparian buffer zone” 
off the Red Hook waterfront 
would even allow Brook-
lynites to walk over the one 
mile gap between Brooklyn 
and Governor’s Island.

“The recreated meander-
ing stream course will estab-
lish a salt marsh ecosystem 
once common to this area,” 
reads the plan, which pro-
poses a 100-year timeline.

and legal double-parking sup-
porter Simon Weiser.

“In most areas, you see 
people standing by their ve-
hicle,” said Weiser. “They’re 
not blocking anybody.”

But ignoring double-
parking would set a double 
standard, according to some 
North Brooklynites.

“Double-parking is illegal 
in the city of New York, so 
why are we even discussing 
it?” said CB1 member Tom 
Burrows. 

Board member Ryan 
Kuonen said the added con-
venience of double-parking 
isn’t worth the added risk to 
cyclists.

“Double-parking is very 
dangerous for bikers,” said 
Kuonen. “If you want to have 
easy parking all the time, pay 
for a parking spot.”

Continued from page 1

DOUBLE...

The bold design is quickly 
gaining fans.  Reported in the 
blog Curbed , it recently  won 
a merit award  from the Amer-
ican Institute of Architects 
New York Chapter’s  2013 de-
sign awards , which chose to 
spotlight it because the plan 
provided a uniquely sustain-
able approach to dealing with 
a potential future of climate 
change-related flooding.

The project also attempts 
to address the environmen-

tal and social-justice issues 
around ship-breaking, where 
the giant, toxic hulls of dis-
carded ocean ships are left on 
shorelines in countries such 
as India, Pakistan and Ban-
gladesh to be stripped down 
for scrap by migrant workers 
toiling under deplorable con-
ditions.  This was a deliberate 
choice on the part of Joachim 
and his team, who said they 
were partially inspired by the 
 images of photographer Ed-
ward Burtynsky .

“We should take responsi-
bility for things we create in 
the first place by upcycling 

them to a different use,” said 
Joachim.

The project is largely as-
pirational — part of a post-
recession uptick in imagina-
tive theoretical work that’s 
not necessarily designed to 
draw financing, according to 
Rick Bell, of the American 
Institute of Architects.

But that’s part of the point, 
says the project’s creator.

“We need to imagine — 
that’s part of our job,” said 
Joachim. “If we didn’t have 
Jules Verne, we wouldn’t 
have Kennedy taking us to 
the moon.”

Continued from page 1

SHIPS...

By Eli Rosenberg
The Brooklyn Paper

A bid by artists to convert 
an old factory into a space 
where they can live and work 
got a bad review from Crown 
Heights denizens, who claim 
the last thing the booming 
area needs is housing priced 
beyond the means of many 
longtime residents.

Community Board 8’s 
full board did not back  a re-
quest for a zoning variance  
that would help the creatives 
gain permission to construct 
13 apartments inside a Dean 
Street building they purchased 
in 2011, arguing that proper-
ties in Crown Heights’ small 
manufacturing zone between 
Franklin and Grand avenues 
should remain industrial, or 
be used to leverage develop-
ers into offering below-mar-
ket-rate apartments.

“When they purchased the 
building they were aware that 
it was in a manufacturing zone 
and not suitable for residen-
tial,” said board member Sha-
ron Wedderburn in a speech 
that drew applause. “There is 
a high desirability to maintain 
some possibility of affordable 
housing in the neighborhood 
and one way we might accom-
plish this is to maintain the 
manufacturing zone.”

Members of the board 
jeered when they received 
a handout featuring a third 
party real estate broker’s es-
timates of residential rents in 
the building — which is a half-
block away from the boom-
ing Franklin Avenue strip 
— ranging from $1,800 to 
$8,600, depending on the 
size of the unit.

But the artists, who won 
the support of CB8’s hous-
ing committee earlier this 

Blue period
Crown Heights neighbors 
slam artists’ lofty plan

month, stressed their deep 
roots in the community and 
promised they are in it for the 
long haul.

“All these concerns are 
completely understandable 
and valid,” said Nicola Lo-
pez, an artist and professor at 
Bard College. “It is not our de-
sire to flood the market with 
really high-end apartments 
or make a killing on selling 
things — it’s really so we can 
establish a place where we can 
continue to live and work in 
this neighborhood.”

In a heated meeting, board 
members argued that allow-
ing housing in the manufac-

turing building could set off 
a cascade of zoning shifts 
that would pave the way for 
a residential take-over of the 
area. 

“We are the fleas on a dog, 
in a bus, that is going into an 
atomic maelstrom,” said board 
member Desmond Atkins. 

At the end of the night, 13 
board members votes against 
the proposal and four ab-
stained, outweighing the 16 
votes in favor.

The artists will next go be-
fore the powerful Board of 
Standards and Appeals, which 
will make the final ruling on 
the requested variance.

Community Board 8 did not sign off on a request 
by artists to turn this Dean Street building into a 
place where they could live and work.
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EPA has extended the 
comment period for 

the GOWANUS CANAL 
SUPERFUND SITE  

Proposed Plan
 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has extended the 
comment period for the GOWANUS CANAL Superfund site 

Proposed Remedial Action Plan (PRAP). The PRAP presents EPA 
preferred alternative to address contamination at the Gowanus 
Canal. The comment period for the Gowanus Canal PRAP has 
been extended an additional thirty (30) days to April 27, 2013. 

Copies of the PRAP are available at the following locations:

You can submit your written comments no later than April 27, 2013 to:

Christos Tsiamis
Project Manager

Central New York Remediation Section
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

290 Broadway, 20th Floor
New York, New York 10007-1866

e-mail: GowanusCanalComments.Region2@epa.gov

To learn more about the comment period and other site related matters, you 
can contact Natalie Loney, EPA=s Community Involvement Coordinator for 

the Gowanus Canal at 212-637-3639 or 1-800-346-5009 or visit our website 
at www.epa.gov/region2/superfund/npl/gowanus.

Carroll Gardens Library
396 Clinton Street 
Brooklyn, NY 
11231

Joseph Miccio Center
110 West 9th Street
Brooklyn, NY
11231

EPA Records Center
290 Broadway, 18th Fl.
New York, NY
10007

— leavened breads that can-
not be consumed or kept in 
the house during the eight-
day holiday. 

“For many years people 
have brought chametz to 
Prospect Park to throw into 
the lake to feed the water-
fowl,” the release reads. 
“While this is done with 
the best of intentions, feed-
ing the waterfowl can be very 
harmful to them.”

But Jewish community 
leaders across the borough 
say they have never heard of 
anyone disposing chametz into 
a body of water — instead 
they say that on March 25, 
the morning of the first Pass-
over seder, Jews will take part 
in a thousand-year-old tradi-
tion by symbolically and com-
munally burning their leftover 
chametz outside either their 
homes or synagogues.

“For Passover nobody 

drops the chametz into the 
lake. That is totally untrue,” 
said Gary Schlesinger, the ex-
ecutive director of the Wil-
liamsburg-based United Jew-
ish Community Advocacy 
Relations and Enrichment 
organization, who added 
that he takes offense to the 
Prospect Park Alliance’s sin-
gling out of the Jewish com-
munity as a whole. 

“The press release doesn’t 
say it’s just a couple of peo-
ple,” said Schlesinger who 
has called upon the Alli-
ance to retract the “appall-
ing” release.

Schlesinger and other 
Jewish leaders suspect that 
the Prospect Park Alliance 
is mistaking Passover with 
the Jewish ritual of tashlich 
— a custom in which Jews 
gather by bodies of water to 
toss bread crusts in a sym-
bolic cleansing ceremony.

But tashlich is generally 

performed on the first day 
of Rosh Hashanah before 
Yom Kippur in the early 
fall — roughly six months 
from now.

“They don’t have their facts 
straight,” said Chanina Sper-
lin, the executive vice chair-
man of the Crown Heights 
Jewish Community Coun-
cil. “They should learn the 
customs of the Jewish com-
munity. Nobody is throw-
ing any bread of food or any 
such items into the water be-
fore Passover.”

Prospect Park Alliance 
spokesman Paul Nelson said 
that he is certain his organi-
zation did not mix up the hol-
idays — and that bread-toss-
ing is a real concern for park 
birds.

“We know about the re-
ligious ceremony right be-
fore Yom Kippur. That’s 
not the issue,” said Nelson. 
“We have observed for years 
people bringing bread to the 
park right before Passover. 
It’s not one neighborhood or 
one branch of Judaism. It’s 

not an organized process or 
one group. That’s why we’re 
trying to get the word out to 
as many different places as 
possible.” 

Nelson said that the Alli-
ance has installed eight addi-
tional Dumpsters in the park 
in hopes visitors will choose to 
trash their chametz instead of 
throwing it into the lake.

But Columbia University 
Jewish history professor Eli-
sheva Carlebach says anyone 
using Dumpsters or burying 
chametz at sea is not follow-
ing religious law, which re-
quires fermented grain prod-
ucts be consumed, given 
away, or burnt.

“It’s completely possible 
that such a thing happened 
and that there may be some 
individuals who are on their 
own dumping stuff in the 
lake, which they shouldn’t, 
but it has got nothing to do 
with the Jewish tradition and 
nothing to do with the Jewish 
community,” she said. “That 
is not the proper way to dis-
pose of chametz.”

Continued from page 1

BREAD...

By Eli Rosenberg
The Brooklyn Paper

A driver struck and seri-
ously injured a 17-year-old 
girl as she crossed a danger-
ous Flatbush street that pe-
destrian advocates have been 
fighting to tame for years.

Eyewitnesses said the 
teen was crossing Parkside 
Avenue in the middle of the 

long block between Ocean 
and Flatbush avenues when a 
car hit her and knocked her to 
the pavement on March 4.

“The girl was facedown 
in the middle of the street 
for about 10–15 minutes,” 
said Eddy Petit Jr., who was 
walking home from the li-
brary when he came upon 
the gruesome scene.

No charges were filed 
against the driver, and Kings 
County Hospital did not re-
turn calls for updates on the 
teenager’s condition.

That block of Parkside Av-
enue has long been the target 
of safety-minded activists — 
who eventually convinced the 
Department of Transporta-
tion to  conduct a study  reveal-

ing the intersection at Ocean 
Avenue to be more danger-
ous than 99 out of 100 cross-
ings borough-wide.

The city fixed up the inter-
section — which is the site of 
about 20 injuries per year — 
and closed a vehicular entrance 
to Prospect Park last year, but 
residents say the tune-ups 
haven’t gone far enough.

By Jaime Lutz
The Brooklyn Paper

Builders are demolishing 
two Montague Street prop-
erties, setting the stage for 
a residential development 
that could give new mean-
ing to the phrase “Brooklyn 
Heights.”

Bonjour Capital will raze 
the former pub Eamonn’s and 
a shuttered Hallmark Store 
between Clinton and Court 
streets to form a single parcel 
with a large footprint that’s 
perfect for skyscraping con-
struction.

There are no building 
plans on the books yet, but 
last year the company pro-
posed a 19-story, 66-unit 
structure on the plot.

The Department of Build-
ings rejected that initial 185-
foot design.

friendly zoning of the Down-
town Brooklyn special dis-
trict, which encourages tall 
structures with ground-floor 
retail.

Manhattan-based Daniel 
Goldner Architects, which 
designed the now-rejected 
condo plan, did not return 
calls.

Nor did Bonjour Capital. 
The group has been keeping 
mum on its plans — even 
the watchful members of the 
Brooklyn Heights Associa-
tion haven’t been given in-
formation about the devel-
opment, according Judy 
Stanton, the group’s exec-
utive director.

Whatever happens, some 
neighbors aren’t too pleased: 
someone scrawled “No More 
Condos” on a piece of wood 
near the site’s scaffolding.

Changes for Montague

Someone scrawled the words “No more condos” 
on a piece of wood at a Montague Street construc-
tion site that could become a high-rising residen-
tial development.
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Any new development on 
the site could be big — the lot 
narrowly misses the restric-

tive regulations of the Brook-
lyn Heights historic district, 
instead enjoying the builder-

Teen hit on perilous street

PROLINENYC.COM
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Both boards were big backers of the plan, agreeing in 
separate meetings that the bustling commercial streets 
are ready for a six-month pilot program, which was first 
proposed by the merchants of the Atlantic Avenue Busi-
ness Improvement District. CB6 district manager Craig 
Hammerman, who has seen “Park Smart”  go from a trial 
to a permanent part of the Park Slope streetscape  on the 
other side of his district, said the program works.

“We’ve had an extremely positive experience with 
it,” said Hammerman. “It’s accomplishing the goals that 
we had, which primarily was to encourage a more rapid 
turnover of vehicles.”

And, according to Hammerman, that helps the borough’s 
business community and neighborhood denizens.

“It means that merchants can get more customers to the 
curb for parking and it means there are fewer cars circling 
around looking for parking, so that’s a win-win for both the 
residents and the businesses alike,” said Hammerman.

But some Brownstone Brooklyn workers, who opt to 
feed the meter all day because it’s hard to find open spaces 
on residential side streets, say the plan is a pain.

“It will put more of a burden on the workers pockets 
because we don’t have a choice but to pay this all day,” 
said Bay Ridge resident Liana Trisciuzzi, who is an em-
ployee at Scotto’s Wine Cellar on Court Street.

Along with the meter hikes, the city plans to extend 
all one-hour parking meters to two hours, install truck-
only loading zones at three locations, and legalize park-
ing at three no-parking zones.

The board votes give the city the authority to imple-
ment the program, said Hammerman.

Call: 230-5255
763 President St. (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.)

A fully licensed and certified preschool
 2-4 year old programs
Licensed teachers
Optimal educational equipment
Exclusive outdoor facilities
Indoor Gym facilities

2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days
Spacious Classrooms
Enriched Curriculum
Caring, loving environment

DAY SCHOOL, INC.

REGISTER NOW – LIMITED SPACES AVAILABLE
For summer 2013 and school year 2013-14

PARENTKIDS • SCHOOL • STYLE • TEENS • CAMPS • MUSIC

My first-born daugh-
ter is turning 18 
years old, plans are 

mounting for her heading off 
to college next year, and I 
am dealing with a wave of 
nostalgia. I ogle toddlers and 
tell their parents random sto-
ries about my girls when they 
were that age. I look wistfully 
at the incredibly cute size 2T 
shoes and socks. 

But when I ask my daugh-
ters if they remember when 
we went here or there, or saw 
this or that, they usually say 
“No.”

No? How can they not re-
member the dragon boat races 
in Queens, or riding the Staten 
Island Ferry? What about all 
those trips to the Brooklyn and 
Manhattan Children’s Muse-
ums and all those playgrounds 
we explored in parks?

Nothing. Nada. Neither of 
my kids has more than a hazy 
recollection from those early 
years when I made a point of 
dragging them all over the 

The Dad remembers, 
even if they forget

By Scott Sager

The 
Dad

place, riding in 
the first car of 
subways to look at 
the tracks, eating 
crepes in SOHO, 
seeing the Junie 
B. Jones play in 
the Village.

Was it worth 
it? Or should I have just 
plopped them down in front 
of the TV for the first five years 
of their lives, saved myself the 
trouble of packing all those 
necessary accoutrements, and 
started doing things with them 
at some later age? Have they 
gotten anything out of those 
early excursions? 

I desperately want to be-
lieve schlepping them around 
in a stroller and backpack, pic-
nicking on the Hudson and lis-
tening to lunchtime summer 
concerts in the World Trade 
Center plaza made a differ-
ence, shaped them into ad-
venturous, interested, curi-
ous kids who will take that 
into adulthood. 

Honestly, though, I don’t 
know, in part because they 
don’t either. They act as if some 
alien zapped them with a mem-
ory-erasing ray gun and those 
early years have been wiped 
away. So much of early child-
hood is like that — it obviously 
happened, but there’s little ev-
idence except for random pho-
tos, the occasional surviving 
souvenir, and the sentimental 
memories of parents.

I want to trust I did some-
thing, had some influence, but 
there’s so little proof. I just have 
to have faith that it made a dif-
ference even though the expe-
riences have disappeared from 
the narrative of their lives. 

Not so long ago, my 

younger daughter dragged 
me to a Tim Burton exhibit 
and my older daughter started 
finding music to hear with 
friends. There we were, ex-
ploring, finding things that 
peeked their curiosity, head-
ing out into our big city to dis-
cover. I wanted to claim re-
sponsibility for this instinct. 
Here was the proof of my in-
fluence, right?

Who knows? They have 
become young women who 
want to do things and go 
places. Whatever got them 
to this point, I’ll take it. 

And all that time and en-
ergy dragging them around 
town wasn’t wasted, no mat-
ter what. 

You know why? Because I 
really liked the New York Hall 
of Science and all those plays 
about fairies and animals. 

And I’ll always remember 
having fun with my kids.

We made memories to-
gether, whether they remem-
ber them or not.

IT’S TIME TO ADVERTISE IN THE LEGENDARY BROOKLYN PAPER. CALL US AT (718) 260-4552

2 blocks from B. Bridge Park Pier 6 Playgrnd 
2 floors Restaurant and Play Space 
81 Atlantic Ave (@Hicks)  718-923-9710  
Mon-Wed 10am—6:30pm,  
Thurs-Sun 10am — 8:30pm  
Www.themoxiespot.com 

THE 

SPOT 

Come Together  
with Family & Friends 

Family Disco 
2nd Sats, 6p 

Fri Movie Night,  
Sun Bingo Night! 

NIGHT 

Wii Night 
1st, 3rd, 4th Sats, 6p 

Brunch Singalong  
Sundays 12:30pm 

Singalong 
Tu 11a DAY 

Storytimes 
M/W/F 12p Noon 

Dance Around 
Th 11a 

Singalongs $5/child, Otherwise 2nd Floor Play Fee $2.50/child 
$5 max Play fees per family, $2.50 play fee waived with each $15 food purchase 

 Thursdays are FUN!  
Concert & Balloon Twisting 4-6p, $15/family suggstd 

“Best Restaurant Play Room”- TimeOut 
NY Kids! 

(7732)
www.parkslopedaycamp.com
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Destinations include: 

& more!

ists who battled the previous Domino development plan, 
greeted the Two Trees proposal with snark, derision, and 
anger, criticizing the project for its potential impact on 
transit, its light-blocking scale, and what they described 
as Walentas’s “my way or the highway” attitude.

“Maybe you think we are dumb, but we are not 
DUMBO,” community stalwart Isaac Abraham shouted 
at the builder, referring to the neighborhood that Walen-
tas and his father David meticulously developed over 
the past two decades.

Walentas promised his proposal — which calls for taller, 
thinner, more distinctive buildings with slightly fewer apart-
ments and substantially more office space and open space 
— is sensitive to the neighborhood and its values.

“We see tons of energy and talent and creative people who 
are looking to start businesses or do things in their com-
munity,” said Walentas, who vowed to turn away big box 
stores and chain retailers in favor of “mom and pop” mer-
chants, and insisted he chose a less lucrative plan by boost-
ing commercial space and reducing residential units.

But critics say the development is all about the 
money.

“He comes across like  Jesse Eisenberg  with his ten-
nis shoes and his hoodie, but he’s a total capitalist,” said 
activist Susan Pellegrino.

Other neighbors at the meeting, which was organized 
by critics of the previous Domino plan from Neighbors 
Allied for Good Growth, fear the giant buildings — one 
of which could become the tallest in the borough — will 
obstruct light and eventually house so many people that 
the community’s overburdened trains will become even 
more jam-packed.

Attendees also wanted guarantees that the 660 units 
of below-market rate housing slated to be included in 
the development will actually be affordable to Williams-
burgers.

After the meeting, Two Trees director of special proj-
ects Dave Lombino, said he hopes neighbors come to 
embrace Walentas’ new design.

“Every change we’ve made has been in the interest 
of making it better,” he said.

Continued from page 1

DOMINO...

Continued from page 1

PARKING...
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Restrictions and additional fees may apply. No double discounts.

MAR. 20 – APR. 1

Experience the Ultimate Spring Break Destination! 

For the First Time Ever at

23
26

81

KIDS’ TICKETS $12!*

SM

Additional fees may apply.

Arrive one hour early to meet our performers, try on costumes and learn circus skills at the All Access Pre-show –  with your ticket!

Ringling.com

Buy tickets at Ticketmaster.com,  Retail Locations, American Express Box 
Office at Barclays Center or call 

Thu. Fri. Sat. Sun. Tue. Thu. Fri. Sat. Sun. Mon.

MAR. 20

7:00 PM

MAR. 21

 7:00 PM*

MAR. 22

  7:00 PM*

11:00 AM      
  3:00 PM  
  7:00 PM

     
 1:00 PM  
 5:00 PM

      
2:00 PM  

  7:00 PM*

  

2:00 PM  
  7:00 PM*

  
 7:00 PM*

MAR. 29              

2:00 PM  
  7:00 PM*

11:00 AM      
  3:00 PM  
  7:00 PM

11:00 AM      
  3:00 PM  
  7:00 PM

APR. 1                
 

1:00 PM  
 5:00 PM


