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By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

You don’t want to take this sit-
ting down.

A thief stole the toilet seat from 
Lighthouse BK last Wednesday 
night in a bizarre bathroom heist 
that left the owners of the Wil-
liamsburg restaurant and bar frus-
trated, confused, and with a wider 
pot to well, you know the bit.

Assaf Tamir, co-owner of the 
Borinquen Place establishment, 
made the shocking discovery af-
ter he and his sister Naama closed 
up shop for the night.

“He came out of the bathroom 
and asked me what happened to 
the toilet seat,” said Naama. “It 
was missing in action.”

The seat was no ordinary white 
ceramic donut — it was wood 
with brass fixtures that appar-
ently caught the attention of a 
thieving bathroom-goer, accord-
ing to the restaurateur.

“I doubt it would just walk 
away,” said Naama.

Whoever took the toilet seat did 
not damage the commode during 
the heist, though the perp did leave 
some washers at the scene.

Toilet seat lifted
A thief does something nasty in bathroom

By Jaime Lutz
The Brooklyn Paper

 Look out, Jimmy Kimmel  — 
Borough President Markowitz is 
coming for your job.

Markowitz used his final state 
of the borough speech to ask a 
question frequently whispered 
these days in Brooklyn politi-
cal circles: what will the Beep 
do come 2014, when he is no lon-
ger the Beep? 

Faux-struggling to answer that 
riddle, Markowitz put on a white 
jacket, changed the stadium floor 
of the Barclays Center to resemble 
a TV studio, and hosted his very 
own late night talk show during 
his last annual address, complete 
with “celebrity” guests includ-
ing Stoop Talk’s Cat Greenleaf, 
Brooklyn Brewery founder Steve 
Hindy, and NY1’s Pat Kiernan, 
going so far as to put on  a Car-

THE LAST STAND-UP
Markowitz goes comedic in fi nal state of the boro address

nac the Magnificent routine  (tur-
ban included).

The politician-turned-late-
night showman riffed on diver-
sity in Brooklyn — “you have 

the young people, the hipsters, 
and the old people, the artificial 
hipsters!” — and his support of 
gay marriage — “I believe love is 
love, unless you love the Knicks. 

Then you’ll burn in hell.”
Brooklyn-bred actor Tony 

Danza,  a recurring state of the 
borough attendee , took on the 
role of musical guest when he 

rapped about famous Brook-
lynites: “Folks born in Brook-
lyn that you might know / here’s 
a bunch of famous people from 
my favorite borough.”

Council speaker and mayoral 
candidate Christine Quinn sang a 
song in the Beep’s honor — a hor-
ribly off-key version of “How do 
you solve a problem like Maria,” 
changed to “How to you solve the 
problem of losing Marty?”

Markowitz’s chief of staff Jon 
Paul Lupo, who was master of 
ceremonies, told her to keep her 

A rendering of the proposed Sunset Park arch.

Arch angels

A Brooklyn runner in Boston

C
o

ur
te

sy
 L

uc
ky

 T
ra

n,
 t

he
 Il

lu
m

in
at

o
r 

co
lle

ct
iv

e

China has a gift for Sunset Park

Marty even got to do a Carnac routine.
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By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

The city’s much-hyped bike-
sharing program is coming — 
and cycling activists are on a 
quest to make sure the sight 
of a blue cruiser does not in-
still panic into the hearts of 
Brooklynites. 

As the launch date of the 
soon-to-be-ubiquitous bicy-

cle rental initiative quickly 
approaches, advocates for 
two-wheelers are cheering 
 the CitiBike plan  while riding 
hard to mitigate the potential 

for dangerous encounters with 
biking newbies.

“There will be more riders 
on the road after the launch of 
CitiBike, so we have to start 
educating novice riders on the 
ins and outs of city riding,” said 
Meg Wachter, an organizer with 
Brooklyn Skillshare, which 
hosted an urban cycling class 

Training wheels
Cyclists prep novices for share program

The instructors at Brooklyn Skillshare’s cycling class 
showed students simple bike maintenance, as well as 
urban riding skills.
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Streets
The battle for Brooklyn’s byways

ON THE COUCH: The cast of schmoozers included NY1’s Pat Kiernan, a rapping Tony 
Danza, and Brooklyn chef Dale Talde.

WHAT ABOUT 
MARTY’S 

AMPHITHEATER? 
SEE PAGE 2

Minor threat
Angry 11-month-old Sam Lutz protests the State Uni-
versity of New York’s plan to close Long Island College 
Hospital on April 13.
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PAY NOW!

RIDE LATER!

PAY NOW!

RIDE LATER!

Eldorado Auto Skooter owner Gordon Lee will lease 
you a bumper car all summer long for just $2,500!
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By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

In the market for a sleek, pre-
owned car with great gas mile-
age that a little old lady used to 
drive back and forth to bump 

into people?
Well, this is your lucky day! 

An innovative  crowdfunding ef-
fort  by Coney Island’s Eldorado 
Auto Skooter can put you be-

BUMP IT UP
Get a custom ride at Coney! The pair posted about the loss 

to their loo on their Facebook page 
the following morning, partially 
in an attempt to find out who was 
behind the lavatory larceny, but 
mainly just to vent. 

Thankfully the eatery boasts a 
second bathroom, albeit smaller, 

that accommodated patrons until 
staffers replaced the seat.

The missing seat would not have 
put the Tamirs afoul with city reg-
ulations — code states that restau-
rants that seat more than 19 must 
have toilets, but there is no rule re-
quiring those johns to have seats. 

Assaf Tamir, an owner of Lighthouse BK in Williamsburg, is 
baffled by the theft of a toilet seat at his restaurant.
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By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

The G train is on a roll, with its rid-
ership surging faster than any other 
line citywide.

The little green line that never suf-
fers the indignity of entering Manhat-
tan gained nearly 2,000 riders per week-
day in 2012, a passenger increase of 4.2 

percent that trumps all other routes, ac-
cording to new Metropolitan Transpor-
tation Authority statistics.

Riders of the so-called Brooklyn 
Local say the data proves service in-
creases are necessary along the line, 
where commuters recently won a hard-
fought battle to make a five-stop exten-
sion in Park Slope, Windsor, Terrace, 

and Kensington permanent. 
“The MTA’s new numbers show 

what G train riders already know. 
These trains are overcrowded,” said 
John Raskin, head of straphanger ad-
vocacy group Riders Alliance. “We 
need more of them.”

The G now offers one-seat service 
between North and Brownstone Brook-

lyns — but at a price, according to fre-
quent rider Alexis Saba.

“It can be really crowded when the 
service is irregular, and that happens a 
lot,” said Saba, who lives off the Clin-
ton–Washington stop.

Last year, complaints about long 
waits, crowded trains, and poor sig-
nage  grew louder than a subway car 

with the window open  as commuters, 
activist groups including the Riders Al-
liance, and politicians demanded im-
provements on the G line. 

The MTA initially said service was 
fine and that low ridership on the line 
meant there was no need for changes, but 
in January  the agency reversed course  

 train posts largest ridership gains in cityG

Straphangers sure love riding the 
G train, statistics prove.
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By Jaime Lutz
The Brooklyn Paper

Meet Sunset Park’s newest Chi-
nese immigrant.

Beijing’s Chaoyang District is do-
nating a special arch to Sunset Park’s 
Little Fuzhou — America’s fourth 
largest Chinatown and the largest 
in New York City (take that, Man-
hattan).

“Beautifying our streets doesn’t 
mean just adding more green,” said 
Borough President Markowitz as he 
unveiled the planned paifang at his 
final state of the borough address 
last Thursday.

Markowitz said in his address that 
the span — dubbed the “Friendship 
Archway” — was the success of Paul 

Mak, the president of the Brooklyn 
Chinese-American Association, 
and Winnie Greco, Borough Hall’s 
Chinese liaison.

A rendering of the arch shows the 
design spanning Eighth Avenue be-
tween 64th and 65th streets. The pro-
posed arch will have nine roofs and 
four pillars, as is frequently used in 
imperial Beijing structures, accord-
ing to the Beep’s press office.

Markowitz is still working out the 
details with City Hall and Assem-
blyman Peter Abbate (D–Borough 
Park), he said.

A spokesman for the Beep said 
that he couldn’t add any additional 
information at this time.

By Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

Prospect Park Alliance spokesman 
and dedicated Brooklyn runner Paul 
Nelson set his personal racing record 
at the Boston Marathon — less than an 
hour before bombs exploded at the fin-
ish line, separating him from his wife 
who remained on the course.

Nelson was cooling down in the ho-
tel shower and soaking in his 3:16:35 
triumph when twin blasts killed three 
and wounded more than 180 on Boyl-
ston Street one block away.

He didn’t hear the explosions, but 
got quick word of the catastrophe, and 
checked his wife Cassie’s progress on 
the race’s online tracking system.

“I did a quick calculation and knew 
that she was close to the explosions, but (Left) Paul Nelson before the Boston Marathon was marred by tragedy. (Right) Light artists showed Brook-

lyn’s solidarity with Boston by making a projection onto the Brooklyn Academy of Music on Monday night.
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See MARTY  on page 2

See MARATHON  on page 9

See BIKES  on page 10

See BUMPER  on page 4

See G TRAIN  on page 10
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The Shelby White and Leon Levy Information Commons 
is made possible by a generous grant from the Leon Levy 
Foundation. Additional funding is provided through NYC 
Connected Communities, a program coordinated by the NYC 
Department of Information Technology and Telecommunications 
with funding from the American Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act’s Broadband Technology Opportunities Program. 

A collaborative workspace and learning lab with free  
meeting rooms, a digital recording studio, and the  

latest computer and software technology. 

Now open at Central Library.

Get Work Done, Get Inspired

bklynpubliclibrary.org/infocommons
@bpl_infocommons

From cardio to cooking, the Y offers a range of fun programs 
to help you stay active, healthy, and happy. Membership isn’t 
required for program participation, but we’re always happy to 
have you join. THERE’S SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE AT THE Y.

SPRING PROGRAM REGISTRATION BEGINS SATURDAY, APRIL 20TH

FIND YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD Y AND SIGN-UP FOR A PROGRAM 
ONLINE TODAY AT REGISTER.YMCANYC.ORG

Brooklyn
Bedford-Stuyvesant Y
Dodge Y
Flatbush Y
Greenpoint Y
North Brooklyn Y
Park Slope Armory Y
Prospect Park Y

(212) 912-2280
(718) 625-3136
(718) 469-8100
(212) 912-2260
(212) 912-2230
(212) 912-2580
(718) 768-7100

EVERYONE IS WELCOME. Ask at any Y about the Financial Assistance program.

CARDIO

COOKING

CONFIDENCE
VISIT YMCANYC.ORG TO LEARN ABOUT BRANCH PROGRAMS

day job.
There were even, at one 

point, indoor fireworks.
The address was mostly 

bereft of actual news, be-
sides the formal, but  previ-
ously reported  announce-
ment of the most-recent 
incarnation of the Beep’s 
passion project: the con-
struction of a Coney Is-
land amphitheater that 
will forever house Markow-
itz’s long-running  summer 
concert series  (see above 
story). 

But the address was 
more of a victory lap for 
the Beep, who has served 
in this role since 2001 and 
headed the borough during 

a time of astonishing meta-
morphosis that saw condos 
rise, Downtown transform, 
Williamsburg boom, and big 
league sports return to the 
borough.

Not for nothing did 
Markowitz — a huge booster 
of the Atlantic Yards proj-
ect that brought the Nets to 
Brooklyn — choose to de-
liver his address in the Bar-
clays Center.

“A special thank you to 
‘cousin Brucie,’ as I affec-
tionately call Bruce Rat-
ner, the CEO of Forest City 
Ratner,” he said of the sta-
dium’s developer, before 
calling the Barclays Cen-
ter “America’s most beau-
tiful arena.”

By Will Bredderman 
and Jaime Lutz
The Brooklyn Paper

Borough President 
Markowitz revealed his new 
dream for a Coney Island am-
phitheater at his final state of 
the borough address, calling 
for the revitalization of the 
legendary Childs Restaurant 
and the construction of a per-
manent home for his long-
running Seaside Summer 
Concert series.

Out is the controversial  “po-
tato chip” plan  in Asser Levy 
Park. In is a new proposal with 
private developer iStar Finan-
cial that calls for erecting a 
5,000-seat performance space 
in a part of the Childs Restau-
rant on the Boardwalk and an 
adjoining lot — and reopen-
ing the landmarked structure 
as an eatery.

The announcement was 
cause for applause among 
People’s Playground nos-
talgia buffs, who hoped to 
see the majestic restaurant-
turned-abandoned warehouse 
— which, in recent years, 
served as home to Coney Is-
land USA’s Mermaid Ball and 
 Lola Star’s Dreamland Roller 
Rink  before safety concerns 
forced them to vacate — re-
stored to its early 20th cen-
tury glory.

“It will really become the 
bookend for the amusement 
area, and it’s good to see the 
amusement area extended that 
far into the west end of the 
neighborhood,” said Charles 
Denson, founder of the Co-
ney Island History project on 
W. 12th Street, adding that 
the stately structure has long 
provoked visitors’ curiosity. 
“There’s always two questions 
when people come into the 
History Project: ‘where’s the 
bathroom’ and ‘what’s that 
building out on the Board-

CHILDS PLAY
Coney relic will become amphitheater

walk?’ Everybody wants to 
know what it is. It’s like some 
ancient ruin.”

Denson said he hoped the 
plans would involve the beau-
tification of the building’s dis-
tinctive terracotta medallions 
and its marble columns.

The Childs Restaurants 
chain was “the Applebee’s of 
its day” in Denson’s words, 
but instead of calorie-bomb 
artichoke dip and faux-Ameri-
cana kitsch, the cafeteria-style 
eateries were known for their 
dairy-heavy menu and gasp-
worthy architecture. The first 
location opened in the Finan-
cial District in 1889, and the 
Boardwalk spot started serv-
ing milk-laden fare in 1923. 
At its peak, the company had 
125 locations across America 
— including the spot at the 
corner of W. 12th Street and 
Surf Avenue that is now the 
site of unofficial Coney mayor 

Dick Zigun’s Sideshows by 
the Seashore.

Opponents of the Beep’s 
passion project defeated 
Markowitz’s Asser Levy Park 
plan when a judge ruled the 
decades-old concert series  vi-
olated the city’s restraining or-
der  on amplified music near 
houses of worship. The Beep 
moved the concerts to a lot on 
W. 21st Street, but clung to his 
amphitheater dream.

“I’ve got one more thing 
on my agenda,” the Beep told 
members of the Alliance for 
Coney Island business group 
in December 2012. “We will 
have an amphitheater!”

Markowitz — who leaves 
office next January — said his 
partner in the venture will be 
iStar Financial, a lender that 
notably  filed to foreclose  on 
the skyline-redefining Mad-
ison Park One building in 
Manhattan in 2009. 

Continued from page 1

MARTY...

Borough President Markowitz wants to turn the old Childs Restaurant building 
and an adjoining lot into his passion project: a Coney Island amphitheater.
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Say ciao to the fresh moz-
zarella, veal cutlets, and 
homemade roast beef.

Good Food, a beloved, no-
frills Carroll Gardens super-
ette that served the brown-
stone enclave for more than 80 
years will soon shutter, mark-
ing the latest old-fashioned 
food store to succumb to the 
borough’s rapidly changing 
culinary landscape.

On April 30, brothers 
Mike and Allegrino Sale will 
close up shop for the last time 
at their Court Street grocery, 
making room for a bank that 
will take over the space they 
bought in 1979.

“I never had it in my mind 
that I was going to sell the 
store,” said 59-year-old Al-
legrino in a thick Italian ac-
cent as he sat beside the spe-
cialty supermarket’s sparse 
shelves. “We got this offer 
from the bank and we took 
it because this is like a pen-
sion for us.”

Investors Bank, which ap-
proached the brothers a year 
ago in hopes of buying them 
out, will open a branch in the 
storefront that occupies the two 
adjoining buildings owned by 

Goodbye, Good Food
Classic Italian grocery to close, replaced by bank

the brothers as early as Sep-
tember, said Allegrino.

And longtime shoppers 
are crushed to see the Ital-
ian grocery close.

“It’s very sad,” said an 
emotional Michelle Perl-
stein of Fourth Place, who 
has shopped at the store for 
the last 30 years. “It’s go-

ing to be very missed — 
they have the best meat you 
can get.”

The Sales will retire with 
the undisclosed sum made 
from the deal, but time away 
from the counter won’t be 
easy for the brothers, who 
hawked fresh cuts of meat 
and Italian delicacies seven 

days a week, from 8 am to 
7:30 pm.

“It didn’t dawn on me that 
there’s going to be one day 
that I’m going to get up and 
I’m not going to come in the 
store,” said Allegrino.

“I still can’t believe it,” 
55-year-old Mike chimed 
in.

When the Sales, who im-
migrated from Mola di Bari 
as teenagers, took over the su-
permarket, they left the origi-
nal name but added Italian fa-
vorites including homemade 
mozzarella, Nutella, imported 
pastas, dry sausage, and Pro-
sciutto di Parma. They even 
made their own sausage daily 
using the same 60-year-old 
meat grinder favored by the 
original owners, the Bruno 
brothers — and they plan to 
return that contraption to the 
Bruno family as a keepsake, 
along with the old butcher 
block, said Allegrino.

It’s the joint’s homey at-
mosphere, decent prices, and, 
well, good food, that kept 
loyal patrons coming back 
all these years, despite the 
debut of Gourmet Fresh just 
two doors down and the ar-
rival of megastores including 
Fairway and Pathmark not far 
away, Allegrino said.

“This was like a family 
store,” he said, adding that 
he and Mike always cut cus-
tomers deals if they were short 
on cash and made deliveries 
mostly to the elderly, who make 
up a large portion of their cus-
tomer-base, even when the or-
der was a single eggplant or 
one carton of milk.

The Sales said they wish 
they could keep the store 
open, but their sons opted 
against taking over the fam-
ily business.

“Everything comes to 
end,” a teary-eyed Allegrino 
said.

Brothers Allegrino and Mike Sale — who ran the beloved Good Food su-
permarket in Carroll Gardens for the last 34 years — will hang up their 
aprons at the end of the month.
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By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

State Sen. Marty Golden 
is demanding the outing of a 
shadowy unnamed figure in 
the Smith-Halloran scandal 
— who could very well be 
his old ally, Brooklyn Repub-
lican Party chairman Craig 
Eaton.

Golden (R–Bay Ridge) 
penned a letter to United 
States Attorney Preet Bha-
rara asking him to release 
the name of the mysteri-
ous “County Chairman #1” 
mentioned in the complaint 
against state Sen. Malcolm 
Smith (D–Queens) and 
Councilman Dan Halloran 
(R–Queens) — who stand  ac-
cused of attempting to bribe 
three GOP borough chair-
men  into letting Smith run for 
mayor as a Republican.

Golden said the identi-
fication and resignation of 

Golden’s target might be Eaton
Unnamed fi gure in Smith-Halloran scandal could be GOP head

“County Chairman #1” was 
a necessary service to mem-
bers of the Republican Party 
— despite the fact that the 
anonymous figure is not ac-
cused of accepting bribes and 
was not arrested in the April 
2 bust.

“This is about cleaning 

house,” said Golden. “Some-
body should have been smart 
enough to stop those conver-
sations, somebody should 
have been smart enough to 
call the U.S. Attorney’s of-
fice. We’re not going to put 
up with people who are go-
ing to sell our party or not act 
in a responsible way.”

But the man behind the 
curtain could be Golden’s 
fellow Bay Ridge politico, 
former Community Board 
10 chairman, and current 
Kings County GOP chair-
man Craig Eaton —  long 
aligned with Golden against 
a rival faction of Benson-
hurst Republicans  and the 
rebellious  Brooklyn Young 
Republican Club .

The complaint states that 
on Nov. 16, 2012, Smith 
met with an undercover 
agent posing as a wealthy 
real estate developer and a 

“cooperating witness” — 
now known to be  Assem-
blyman Nelson Castro  (D–
Bronx)  — and discussed 
the possibility of getting 
“County Chairman #1” to 
back Smith for mayor in-
stead of another candidate 
the chairman had already 
publicly endorsed. 

Eaton said on Nov. 13, 
2012 that  he was support-
ing former Bronx Borough 
President Adolfo Carrion  — 
another Democrat — as the 
Republican candidate for the 
title of hizzoner. By contrast, 
Manhattan chairman Dan 
Isaacs and Queens chairman 
Phil Ragusa  endorsed super-
market mogul John Catsima-
tidis in January , and former 
Staten Island chairman Rob-
ert Scamardella  indicated 
that he would back Joe Lhota 
that same month , then re-
signed his post in February. 

Then-Bronx GOP head Jo-
seph Savino was arrested 
for his involvement in the 
scandal and is mentioned by 
name in the complaint.

Golden said he personally 
had no suspects for “County 
Chairman #1,” and seemed 
surprised when confronted 
with the strong possibility 
that the man in question was 
Eaton, acknowledging their 
history as allies.

“I would hope that’s not 
it. I don’t know who was 
endorsing whom at what 
point,” said Golden. 

But a Brooklyn GOP 
source said that the enig-
matic figure has to be ei-
ther Eaton or Isaacs.

“They’re the only ones 
who fit the profile,” the in-
sider said.

Eaton declined to com-
ment for this story.

State Sen. Marty Golden
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OPEN HOUSE
COME CELEBRATE YMCA HEALTHY KIDS DAY

SATURDAY, APRIL 27, 10AM - 4PM AT ALL NYC YMCA BRANCHES

IT’S NOT TOO EARLY TO 
REGISTER, BUT HURRY, 
SPACE IS FILLING FAST! 10% EARLY BIRD 

AND SIBLING 
REGISTRATION
DISCOUNTS

YMCA CAMPS

Bedford-Stuyvesant Y
Dodge Y
Flatbush Y
Greenpoint Y

North BK Y
North BK Eastern District
North BK Beacon @ IS347/349
Park Slope Armory Y

(718) 789-1497
(718) 625-3136
(718) 469-8100
(718) 389-3700

(718) 277-1601
(718) 782-8300
(718) 947-0604
(212) 912-2580

New York YMCA Sleepaway Camp  (845) 858-2200

CALL 855-NYC-YMCA OR VISIT
YMCANYC.ORG FOR DETAILS

*Financial assistance is available

YMCA CAMP.
WHERE KIDS GO TO GROW.

Summer is growing season at YMCA Camp. Kids develop core values, learn new skills, make 
new friends, and have loads of fun in the process. Register for YMCA Day or Sleepaway 
Camp today. It’s where kids grow as much on the inside as they’re growing on the outside.

Same day repairs or 
while you wait!

Cracked screens, liquid damage, 
charging ports, audio trouble, 

and much more!

CPR Brooklyn 
224B Atlantic Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11201
Phone: 347-763-1525
 347-763-1539
www.cpr-brooklyn.com

Find us on Facebook
@CPR-Cell-Phone-Repair-Brooklyn

WE REPAIR:
 Cell phones
 iPads/tablets
 iPods/mp3 players
 Laptops
 Game systems
 GPS’s 
 PDA’s
 and much more!

Get $10 off you next electronics repair!
WE CAN FIX IT!

Water damage, cracked screens, 
dropped phones, charging 

problems, unresponsive screens, 
speaker problems, and more!

Cell Phones
Game Systems
Tablets/eReaders
Laptops
Cameras
GPS units
...and more

BUY - SELL - TRADE
REPAIR - PROTECT

BUY - SELL - TRADE
REPAIR - PROTECT

Buy  Sell
Trade  Repair

Stop by and check 
out our wide variety of 
refurbished phones, 
all with a 6 month 

warranty!

Lifetime warranty on 
all accessories

www.cpr-brooklyn.com  224B Atlantic Ave.   347-763-1525   347-763-1539

Clear Healthy Skin
  isn’t it time you call?
Medical Services we accept:
GHI, HIP, 1199, AETNA, CIGNA, UNITED, OXFORD, 
HORIZON, HEALTHNET, MEDICARE, BLUE CROSS, 
MAGNACARE, AMERICHOICE, ELDERPLAN

Cosmetic Services  Botox, Restylane, 
Juvederm, Radiesse, Sculptra, Laser Hair Removal, 
Laser Tattoo Removal, Laser Vein Removal, Torn 
Earlobe Repair, Keloid Surgery…

Coolsculpting  Trim Fat, No Needles, No Downtime

254 Prospect Park West, Park Slope
136 West 17th Street, NYC

Javier Zelaya, MD
Verna Broughton, PA 718.832.3313

866.795.2344 
lease@bushterminal.com 
882 Third Avenue, Brooklyn

Industrial, Offi ce, Creative, 

Warehouse/Distribution, 

Manufacturing, Retail, and 

Technology.

W H E R E  B U S I N E S S  L I V E S

Convenient access to major 

business hubs. 

Subways & Highways just 

blocks away.

www.bushterminal.com

COMMERCIAL UNITS 
FROM 500SF TO 150,000SF.  
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By Nathan Tempey
for The Brooklyn Paper

Someone’s putting the 
bush back in Bushwick.

The neighborhood named 
by Dutch settlers for its plen-
tiful woods is better known 
today for noisy elevated train 
lines and its  burgeoning bar 
scene , but residents hope the 
community will once again 
live up to its name when a 
planned park transforms a 
local eyesore into an urban 
oasis.

The city will convert a 
swath of blighted proper-
ties at the busy intersection 
of Bushwick Avenue and Bea-
ver Street into a green space 
as soon as the Department 
of Housing Preservation and 
Development, which owns 
the vacant lots and three 
connected, graffiti-coated 
garages, razes the build-
ings and clears trash from 
the site.

The Parks Department 
says it won’t share its vi-
sion for the space until the 
demolition work is complete, 
but neighbors and activists 
already have ideas of their 
own.

“I’d just love to see peo-

Vacants lots go verdant
Empty space in Bushwick to be converted into parkland

ple growing food there,” 
said Keri Kroboth, a volun-
teer with the newly formed 
community garden group Ev-
ergreen Lots.

Kroboth said she has 
talked to Parks officials 
about the idea of including 
vegetable plots in the park 

plan, but has heard no prom-
ises yet.

The abandoned lots 
housed a welding shop and 
a used car dealership un-
til the owners locked up 
for good after losing a con-
demnation fight with City 
Hall in 2007.

News of the planned park 
came as a welcome surprise 
to other locals who have 
watched graffiti and litter 
accumulate behind the roll-
gates throughout the years.

“We need any kind of park 
we can get, so long as it keeps 
people out of trouble,” said Ja-

son Velasquez, a bouncer who 
lives in the nearby Rhein-
gold Gardens complex. “For 
a lot of these kids, there’s no-
where to go.”

Bushwick’s green space 
has grown nearly seven-fold 
since 1999, when it had the 
second worst ratio of chil-
dren per acre of parkland 
of any neighborhood in 
the city. 

But the last decade has 
also seen an increase in pop-
ulation density as develop-
ers have scrambled to cash 
in on Bushwick’s latte and 
loft-living allure.

The park-to-be lies in the 
middle of a particularly con-
gested drag, just up the hill 
from the high-rise Bushwick 
Houses and in the shadows 
of two mixed-income devel-
opments, with a proposed 
1,000-unit project on the site 
of the old Rheingold brewery 
threatening to further crank 
up crowding.

The new park is exactly 
the relief the community 
needs, according to neigh-
bor Nancy Garcia.

“Just some plants and trees 
would be nice,” said Garcia. 
“A place to sit down.”

(From left) Darren Kong, Greg Damian, and Keri Kroboth, members of the 
Bushwick community group Evergreen Lots, are thrilled this vacant lot on the 
corner of Bushwick Avenue and Beaver Street will become a park.
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By Colin Mixson and 
Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

They don’t call it the game 
of Kings for nothing. Two 
teams of Brooklyn young-
sters have brought national 
honors to Kings County — 
one restoring former glory, 
and another achieving great-
ness for the very first time.

The Edward R. Murrow 
High School chess team has 
done it again,  besting the 
competition and bringing 
home the school’s eighth 
national title after a three-
day battle in Nashville, Tenn., 
their first national champi-
onship since 2007.

Meanwhile, Park Slope’s 
PS/MS 282’s chess team won 
its first national champion-
ship ever at the same com-
petition — the United States 
Chess Federation’s fifth Su-
per Nationals — against thou-
sands of the country’s shrewd-
est young chess players.

Murrow’s team earned the 
moniker “Kings of New York” 
after bringing home seven na-
tional titles between 1992 and 
2007 — and they lived up to 
it in 2013.

“This is one of the stron-
gest teams I’ve ever had,” said 
Murrow chess coach Eliot 
Weiss. “They’re great kids, 
focused, and they know how 

to win the big game.”
Alex Oscrovskiy, the Mid-

wood school’s 17-year-old cap-
tain, was only two when he 
first learned how to arrange 
the pieces on a chess board, 
and grew up e-mailing chess 
moves in online games with 
his grandfather in Moscow. 

“Chess has played a huge 
part in my life,” said Oscrovs-
kiy, who scored third overall 
in the country and the best on 
his team. “But after these three 
crazy days, I’m just happy to 
go back to the real world.”

Three crazy days indeed, 
for this was no mere national 
championship — the Super Na-

CHESS KINGS
Two local teams win national honors

The Edward R. Murrow High School Chess Team (top) 
and Park Slope’s Royal Panthers chess team (above) 
won big at the Super National Chess Tournament. 
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•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 

Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

BED BUG PROBLEM? 
OUR SPECIALTY! 

718-855-3019
www.nycgopest.com

Termites
Ants

Restaurants

Roaches
Rodents

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

CONSUMER DEBT
AND BANKRUPTCY: 
THE PROCESS, DEFENSES AND OPTIONS

April 30, 2013 – 6:00 - 8:00 P.M.

The Brooklyn Bar Association’s Boardroom
123 Remsen Street

Brooklyn Heights, New York 11201
By Subway: 2,3,4,5 to Borough Hall - A,C,F to Jay Street - M,R to Court Street

All members of the public are invited 
to attend an informational lecture 
outlining the process of a typical 

mortgage foreclosure proceeding; 
defenses available to the homeowner; 

and other options 

Reservations are recommended
To Reserve a Seat or for More Information Contact: 

Avery Eli Okin, Esq., CAE 
E-mail: aokin@brooklynbar.org  

Phone: (718) 624-0675

Well recognized practitioners speaking about 
CONSUMER DEBT AND BANKRUPTCY 

will include:
Richard A. Klass, Esq., Chair, Mentor Committee

David J. Doyaga, Esq., Past President, Brooklyn Bar Association

Light refreshments will be served

This Brooklyn Bar Association Foundation Law Committee program is a joint pre-
sentation with the Brooklyn Bar Association, the Brooklyn Bar Association Volunteer 

Lawyer’s Project, Inc., and the Brooklyn Bar Association Lawyer Referral Service

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

A brazen crook stole the 
money drawer from an au-
tomated teller machine on 
Hoyt Street on April 9 with a 
move straight out of a movie, 
police said.

Authorities say a perp 
broke the cash drawer near 
Schermerhorn Street at 2:40 
am by connecting a metal 
chain from the rear bumper of 
his black sports utility vehicle 
to the front of the ATM. 

The thief drove away south 
on Hoyt Street, taking the 
drawer — containing $7,810 

in cash — with him.

F-ing train 
Police arrested a 20-year-

old man who they say stole 
the iPhone of a woman who 
fell asleep on the Manhattan-
bound F train near the Jay 
Street-Metrotech station on 
April 12, police claimed.

A witness saw the crime 
aboard the train at 4:10 am, 
and held the suspect until po-
lice came and took him into 
custody.

Pocketed
Someone stole the pock-

etbook of a woman shop-
ping at a Fulton Street de-
partment store on April 13, 
police said.

The woman tried on a 
jacket on the second floor 
of the store, near Hoyt Street, 
at 6 pm, leaving her bag on 
the floor. When she turned 
around, the bag — which 
contained about $750 — 
was gone.

Rouge rogue
Someone took a suitcase 

containing $10,000 worth of 
makeup from a car parked 
on Front Street on April 14, 
police said.

As the victim walked back 
to her car between Washing-
ton and York streets at 4:40 
pm, she noticed some items 
belonging her lying on the 
sidewalk. She checked her 
car truck, and sure enough, 

her make-up chest — which 
she used for work — was 
gone.

Withdrawal
A sneaky thief picked a 

man’s wallet while the vic-
tim was withdrawing money 
from an ATM at Metro-
Tech Center on April 9, po-
lice said.

The victim told police he 
didn’t notice the theft at the 
time, but 10 minutes after 
he left the machine at 2:15 
pm, his wallet was missing 
— along with about $100 
inside.

Poor Porsche
Someone stole a white 

Porsche parked on Bergen 
Street on April 9, police 
claimed.

The victim told police he 
parked the vehicle between 
Nevins Street and Third Ave-
nue, and when he returned at 
10:07 pm, noticed it was miss-
ing from its parking space. 
The car contained an ex-
pensive Rolex worth nearly 
$10,000, the victim said.

Teenage riot
A 16-year-old girl as-

saulted a store employee 
who caught her stealing $47 
worth of clothes from a shop 
on Fulton Street on April 10, 
police said.

Police say when the worker 
at the store near Lawrence 
Street tried to stop the girl at 
3:12 pm, she started punching 
and flailing her arms. When 
cops arrested the teenager, 
she allegedly lied about her 
name and date of birth in 
an attempt to avoid prose-
cution.

Break away
Police arrested a 30-year-

old man who they say stole a 
bank card from a woman on 
Fulton Street on April 8.

The woman was near Ha-
nover Place at 3:30 pm when 
the suspect punched her in 
the head and pulled on her 
bag, police said. The suspect 
then took her bank card from 
the bag. 

Ignition (remiss)
Someone stole a car parked 

on Fourth Avenue on April 
9, police said. 

A woman said she left 
her automobile near Bergen 
Street with the keys in the ig-
nition and went into a store. 
When she came out at 11 pm, 
her car was missing.

Purse curse
A thief took a purse that a 

woman left under her the desk 
at her office on Court Street 
on April 10, police said.

The victim told cops she 
noticed her bag was miss-
ing from the office near Jora-
lemon Street at 1:30 pm, and 
police said the credit card had 
been used. The bag contained 
about $100, a MetroCard, and 
a designer wallet.

Gone
A burglar stole an iPad, a 

MacBook, eyeglasses, a rep-
lica souvenir gun, a Kindle, 
and other miscellaneous ob-
jects from an apartment on 
Court Street on April 8, po-
lice said.

The victim said he no-
ticed the items missing at 
6:45 pm, after he returned 
from work to his apartment 
near Schermerhorn Street.

Cellfish
A quick pickpocket 

pinched an iPhone from a 
woman who was riding the 
B38 bus on Fulton Street on 
April 9, police claimed.

The woman said she was 
on the bus near Flatbush Ave-
nue at 1 pm when she noticed 
a man bump into her.

— Jaime Lutz 

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope 

Lack of control
Cops cuffed a 26-year-old 

woman who they say bashed 
her husband on the head with 
a remote control inside their 
Carroll Street apartment on 
April 10, police said.

The 33-year-old victim 
told police that he and his 
wife started to argue in the 
residence between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues at 10 am.

About 50 minutes later 
his wife struck him on the 
head, scratched him on his 
arms, and kicked him in the 
groin, causing him pain and 
momentarily rendering him 
unconscious.

The suspect faces a charge 
of assault, according to po-
lice.

Breaking in, bad 
A crook pillaged an 11th 

Street apartment and stole 
electronics on April 12.

The 38- and 23-year-old 
victims left the residence be-
tween Seventh and Eighth av-
enues at 4 pm to visit friends. 
When the 38-year-old woman 
returned six hours later she 
discovered that the top lock 
to the door — which was left 
unlocked — was locked, and 
she was unable to get inside 
the apartment.

She went to a third-floor 
apartment and out onto the 
fire escape and noticed that 
the rear window of her res-
idence was open.

She climbed through the 
window and saw that her lap-
top was missing from the liv-
ing room and that her jew-
elry box had been tampered 
with.

When the man got home 
he noticed that his Olym-
pus camera and lens had 
vanished.

Ransacked
A burglar broke into a 

man’s President Street apart-
ment and made off with a 
bunch of pricey electronics 
on April 10.

The 29-year-old victim 
told police that he left his 
abode between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues at 11:30 am and 
when he returned three hours 
later he found damage to his 
door lock and his apartment 
completely raided. 

The bandit got away with 
three MacBook Pros, an iPad, 
a Canon digital camera, two 
lenses, and jewelry.

Grab bag
A quick-handed crook 

snatched a woman’s pock-
etbook as she was shopping 
with her baby in an Atlan-
tic Avenue department store 

on April 9.
The 28-year-old victim 

told cops that her Tiffany 
handbag was on her child’s 
stroller while she was perus-
ing the store near Flatbush 
Avenue at 12:40 pm.

The woman noticed that 
her bag — containing her 
Coach wristlet, credit cards, 
debit cards, and $70 — was 
missing, about 30 minutes 
later.

Store surveillance video 
shows the perp walking away 
from the stroller with the 
handbag, cops said.

For the taking
A brazen criminal broke 

into a man’s parked car on 
Fourth Avenue on April 10 
and stole a laptop.

The 36-year-old victim 
told police that he left his 
ride between Baltic and But-
ler streets at 7 am before go-
ing to work.

When he returned more 
than seven hours later he 
noticed the passenger-side 
window of his gray Sedan 
was busted and his costly 
laptop and computer bag 
was gone.

Window bashed
A bold bandit smashed 

the window of a car in the 
parking lot of a Second Av-
enue chain store and stole a 
Louis Vuitton knapsack on 
April 12.

The 30-year-old victim 
told cops that she parked 
her gray Jeep in the lot near 
Hamilton Avenue at 11:30 am 
and left her bag on the back 
seat floor of the vehicle be-
fore going into the depart-
ment store. 

When she returned 15 
minutes later the passen-
ger-side front window was 
busted and the backpack 
holding debit and credit 
cards was missing.

The perp fled in an un-
known direction, police 
said.

Worked over
An employee at a Fourth 

Avenue bodega stole $25,000 
from the cash register be-
tween April 8 through April 
12, cops reported.

The owner of the grocery 
near 13th Street told cops that 
the alleged crook took a sum 
of money everyday and also 
stole checks from the com-
pany checkbook, forged 
the owner’s signature, and 
cashed the checks for a to-
tal of $4,000.

Video surveillance at a 
bank shows the 41-year-old 
suspect cashing the checks, 
cops said.

Wallet snatched
A thief swiped a wom-

an’s wallet while she was 
shopping at a Flatbush Av-
enue department store on 
April 11.

The 57-year-old victim 
told cops she left her Marc 
Jacobs wallet unattended in 
the shopping cart inside the 
store near Atlantic Avenue at 
4:40 pm. When she returned 
40 minutes later the wallet 
holding her credit card was 
gone.

— Natalie Musumeci

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Train robbery
A gun-toting villain held 

up a man for his iPhone and 
duffel bag aboard a Manhat-
tan-bound N train on April 
12, cops say.

The victim said he got on 
the subway at the Stillwell 
Avenue station on Surf Av-
enue at 2 am and immedi-
ately passed out. When he 
awoke, he was nearing the 
Eighth Avenue stop — and a 
fiend was standing over him, 
demanding his belongings. 
The victim initially refused, 

but the crook pulled a black 
firearm and ordered him to 
hand over his bag and mo-
bile device. 

This time, the drowsy 
passenger complied, and 
gave up the gadget and the 
duffel — with his clothes, 
shoes, and phone charger in-
side. The scoundrel got off 
at the station at the corner 
of 62nd Street.

Smash, grab
A punk smashed the pas-

senger-side window of a car 
parked on Seventh Avenue 
and made off with the swag 
inside on April 8, police re-
port.

The victim told cops he 
left his car between 63rd 
and 64th streets at 1 pm and 
came back 25 minutes later 
to see the window busted and 
a global positioning system 
and a designer bag missing 
from the back.

Dark room raid
A lowlife swiped four 

cameras from a 72nd Street 
gallery on April 6, accord-
ing to cops.

The victim said she had 
some 50 people at the art 
space between Third and 
Fourth avenues for a 7 pm 
exhibition.

When she checked one 
of her cabinets 20 minutes 
into the show, she saw the 
photography equipment was 
gone. There was no security 
footage.

Empty-handed
Two crooks invaded an 

11th Avenue apartment on 
April 11, but left without 
taking a thing, authorities 
allege.

The building owner said 
her son pulled up to the prop-
erty between 74th and 75th 
streets at 4:25 pm and saw 
the male-female pair heading 
out the front door. When the 
young man went inside, he 
found a length of pipe next 
to a broken-in door — but 
noticed nothing had been 
taken.

Jackpot
A punk ripped off thou-

sands in cash and jewelry 
from a 77th Street home on 
April 12, cops claim.

The victim said he left 
his home between 12th and 
13th avenues at 10:15 am to 
go to the hardware store. 
When he opened  his front 
door again at 12:30 pm, he 
felt a breeze coming from 
inside, and called out his 
son’s name. 

A loud bang sounded in 
response, and the victim fled 
in fear, then dialed 911. On 
returning to the scene, he 
saw that a burglar had pried 
open his back door and sto-
len $1,000 in cash, a diamond 
ring, and a jade pendant.

Not Bliss-full
A fiend lifted a gym bag 

packed with valuables from 
a car parked on Bliss Terrace 
on April 13, police state.

The victim said he left his 
vehicle on the peaceful court 
off 68th Street at 3:30 pm and 
returned at 8 pm to see his 
designer bag with his name-
brand wallet, shoes, clothes, 
sunglasses, identification, 
and $5 in change missing. 
 — Will Bredderman

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Screwed up
Police arrested a 38-year-

old who they say tried to stab 
a man with a screwdriver 
while stealing his property 
in the victim’s Richardson 
Street apartment building 
on April 13. 

The 46-year-old victim 
told police that he dropped 
some of his stuff while car-
rying it up the stairs at his 
apartment between Graham 
Avenue and Humboldt Street 
at 7:20 am.

That’s when the oppor-
tunistic robber kicked the 
victim’s property across the 
floor and swung the screw-
driver, barely missing him, 

according to authorities.

Little alarm
An 8-year-old girl scared 

off a man who broke into her 
home on Eagle Street on April 
6, police said.

The girl’s older sister 
told police that she was in 
the apartment between Pro-
vost Street and McGuiness 
Boulevard with the little girl 
at 8:45 pm when the suspect 
walked in through the un-
locked front door. 

The man allegedly walked 
through the living room and 
was heading towards the 
kitchen when the little girl 
saw him and screamed. The 
51-year-old suspect ran out 
the door and was arrested and 
charged with burglary, po-
lice reported.

Family jewels
Someone stole jewelry 

from a 40-year-old on Hum-
boldt Street woman on April 
6 — and she believes her not-
so-slick brother-in-law was 
the culprit.

The victim told police 
that she was getting ready 
for work at her house be-
tween Engert Avenue and 
McGuinness Boulevard at 
11:45 am when she noticed 
that her Pandora bracelet was 
missing.

She looked in her jewelry 
box and found her wedding 
ring and assorted jewelry 
gone as well. 

Then she remembered that 
her mother-in-law had told 
her that money was missing 
from her apartment, and she 
realized that her husband’s 
brother had keys to both of 
their apartments, she told 
police.

She also told officials that 
her brother-in-law’s girl-
friend had called the previ-
ous day asking where they 
were going.

The victim tried to call 
the brother-in-law but he re-
fused to call her back. He 
has not been charged with 
a crime.

A big haul
Someone stole a U-Haul 

truck from a lot on Meeker 
Avenue on April 6. 

The owner of the lot near 
Union Avenue told police he 
noticed the moving truck 
missing at 6 pm.

He had left the truck 
parked with the keys in it 
four hours earlier. Police 
have not found the U-Haul.

Bad etiquette 
The host of a house party 

on Calyer Street on April 4 
learned that he should never 
go to the pharmacy for his 
guests and leave them un-
attended. 

The victim told police that 
he had a party in his apart-
ment between Guernsey and 
Lorimer streets.

At one point, one of his 
guests asked him to go to the 
pharmacy and pick up some 
supplies. 

When he woke up the next 
morning, he found his Rolex 
watch missing from on top 
of his dresser where he had 
left it.

He estimated that the 
watch was worth between 
$5,000 and $7,000 and gave 
police the names and num-
bers of the guests, but no one 
has been arrested.

Lifted
Someone snatched a young 

man’s laptop after he left it 
on the corner of Greenpoint 
Avenue on April 5.

The 24-year-old man told 
police that he set his bag on 
the ground while was wait-
ing outside a liquor store near 
Manhattan Avenue at 9 pm. 
When his two friends came 
out of the store, the victim 
forgot his bag and walked 
away. 

He realized 45 minutes 
later that he had forgotten 
it, but by the time he got back 
to the store, it was closed. 

When he went back the 
next day, the clerk handed 
him his bag, but the com-
puter was gone. 

— Danielle Furfaro

Big haul! Thief steals ATM — using his truck

hind the wheel of your very 
own quality used bumper car 
for the low, low price of just 
$2,500!

At least that’s the idea be-
hind the premium reward 
for top donors to the Sandy-
swamped bumper-car attrac-
tion. Eldorado owner Gordon 
Lee is offering a VIP pass to 
let you ride free all summer in 
one of his electric cars — you 
can even pick which one.

That’s right! You can bump 
all you want every weekend 
this month, and every day from 
May till November, from noon 
through midnight — and even 
as late as 2 am in the summer-
time — for a one-time dona-
tion of $2,500.

“You can ride all day if 
you want,” says Lee.

But wait — there’s more! 
The VIP pass gives you the 
option of picking out one car 
to call your own whenever 
you stop by — and you can 
even customize the vehicle 
with your name or a crazy 
design.

“It’d be like a box seat at 

Madison Square Garden,” 
says Lee. “If you want me 
to personalize it, I can per-
sonalize it.”

This deal is crazy — but 
Lee says he hasn’t lost his 
mind. He’s just trying to raise 
money to pay for some final 
repairs to his building and ar-
cade games after  Hurricane 
Sandy swamped his location  
in Oct. 2012. 

So, like fellow People’s 
Playground entrepreneurs 
 Lola Star of the eponymous 
Boardwalk boutique  and  Dick 
Zigun of Sideshows by the 
Seashore  — Lee has turned 
to crowdsourcing site Luck-
yAnt.com in hopes of getting 
everything back to normal at 
his 31-year-old Coney Island 
mainstay before the season 
gets into full swing.

“It’s like a ticket pre-sale,” 
says Lee, who is also offer-
ing premiums for donations 
as small at $10. “We’re hop-
ing to use the social media 
network to let people know 
that we’re open, that Coney 
Island’s open, and we want 
the public to come and enjoy 

bumper car rides in Ameri-
ca’s greatest playground.”

And no matter your bud-
get, Eldorado has a plan that 
works for you. For $1,000, 
you get 350 rides — a $2,400 
value! For just $500 you can 
take one of Lee’s models for 
a spin 150 times. The $200 
package lets you bump your 
a-- off a whopping 55 times. 
You can also get 25 rides for 
$100, 18 rides for $75, 12 rides 
for $50, five rides for $25, or 
two rides for $10.

The $2,500 unlimited-
ride VIP pass — essentially a 
lease on a pre-owned bumper 
car — really is a good deal.  A 
new one would set you back 
as much as $7,000.

But a deal this great won’t 
last long! The offer ends April 
29. So don’t miss out!

Eldorado Auto Skooter 
sits at 1216 Surf Avenue, 
between W. 12th Street and 
Stillwell Avenue, in Coney 
Island. To get your pass, visit 
www.luckyant.com/project/
detail?project=2005.

Continued from page 1
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Silent music
Who needs Dolby digital?
Traveling Boston-based quartet Andrew 

Alden Ensemble will perform original con-
temporary chamber music to soundless, full-
length motion picture classics screened at the 
Prospect Park West moviehouse the Pavilion 
Theater.

“Each movie we do has a very distinctive 
feel,” said the eponymous composer, who 
formed the four-man troupe a year ago. “The 
whole thing is written to exactly mirror the 
action going on in the film.”

The group, made up of Alden on the keyboard, 
a violinist, an electric guitarist, and a drum-
mer, got its movie performance series underway 
earlier this month at the 85-year-old multiplex 
with the show-
ing of the 1925 
version of “The 
Phantom of the 
Opera” and the 
1968 horror film 
“Night of the 
Living Dead” 
— which is not 
silent but was 
shown with subtitles instead of sound.

The mobile band, which has brought its cin-
ematic music series to old movie houses across 
the northeast, will perform at screenings of 
the 1925 dinosaur film “The Lost World,” the 
1922 horror “Nosferatu,” which is the first 
Dracula movie ever made, and the 1925 Rus-
sian epic “Battleship Potemkin.”

“There’s nothing exactly like what we sound 
like,” said Alden, who added that it takes up to 
seven weeks to write one musical score. “It’s like 
a massive wave of encompassing sounds.”

The film and music fanatic said that he se-
lects movies that resonate with him and then 
he carefully views the flick multiple times 
marking off the dramatic and high-tension 
scenes and notes the themes before penning 
a concerto.

During performances the group even im-
provises, said Alden, who described the band’s 
sound as “post-minimalist chamber music mixed 
with rock and jazz.” Influences include mod-
ern classical composer Philip Glass, Radio-
head, and saxophonist John Coltrane. 

“It’s such a unique thing to get to see these 
movies in a theater on the big screen and what 
we do is something you don’t get to see ev-
eryday,” he said.

The Pavilion applied for a  liquor license  
last year so it can serve booze during movie 
screenings, and wrote on its  Facebook  page 
that the “Silent Film Festival” is part of the 
theater’s ongoing renovations under new man-
agement. 

The Andrew Alden Ensemble at the Pavil-
ion Theater [188 Prospect Park West at 14th 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 369–0838, www.pa-
viliontheater.com]. “The Lost World,” April 24, 
8 pm, “Nosferatu,” May 1, 8 pm, “Battleship 
Potemkin,” May 8, 8 pm. $15. 

 — Natalie Musumeci

C I N E M A

Famous for its beautiful display of cherry blos-
soms, the Brooklyn Botanic Garden’s Sakura 
Matsuri is now a popular gathering for costumed 
anime fans. 

A veritable army of cosplayers and manga fans 
will amass at this year’s 
floral festival, making 
dressing up just as much 
a part of the fun as ad-
miring the flowers.

“It absolutely has 
taken on a life of its own,” 
said Garden spokes-
woman Kate Blumm, 
who said that the event 
has gone from featuring 
purely traditional events 
like tea ceremonies to welcoming nerds of modern 
Japanese culture for the past five or six years.

The result is lots and lots of frilly costumes 
— and plenty of people making the “V” sign 
with their fingers.

“[Many people] spend months and months 
painstakingly making a particular outfit for 
this festival,” Blumm said. “It really has be-
come one of the places for this subculture to 
see and be seen.”

The Brooklyn Botanic Garden has, in fact, 
embraced this — it’s even producing a cos-
play fashion show, with music provided by 
an anime-inspired rock band.

But even traditionalists will feel at home 
among the cherry blossoms, Blumm said. 

“The focus hasn’t changed,” she said. “It’s 
just expanded.”

“Sakura Matsuri” at Brooklyn Botanic Gar-
den [150 Eastern Pkwy., 990 Washington Ave., 
or 455 Flatbush Ave. entrances in Prospect 
Park, (718) 623–7200, bbg.org]. April. 27 and 
28, 10 am–6 pm, $20, $15 seniors and stu-
dents, free for kids under 12. — Jaime Lutz

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

I
t takes a real man to hit like a girl.

After witnessing the disdain directed 
at men playing roller derby, two Brook-

lyn skaters have made a new documentary 
dubbed “This Is How I Roll,” portraying 
men’s struggle to find acceptance in the 
early days of the women’s sport. 

“We started to see parallels to what 
people said about women’s basketball, that 
the track is too big, that it’s going to di-
vide the audience and the sponsors, that 
men don’t look good in the uniforms,” 
said producer Joe Mihalchick, who skates 
under the name Maulin’ Brando for the 
New York Shock Exchange, a men’s roller 
derby league. 

This conflict inspired director Kat Vec-
chio to begin filming in 2008 when she 
realized she had a rare, intimate view of 
a historic moment — when a group of 
roller-guys drove to Chicago to play one 
of their first bouts.

“When you make a documentary, you 
have to gain trust and access and there’s 
a lot of research you have to do about 
what preceded it,” said Vecchio, who once 
skated with Gotham Girls Roller Derby 
under the name Daizy Chainz. “We knew 
all that information already.”

The documentary is definitely an insid-
er’s look at a rare moment in sport when 
gender stereotypes were flipped. Vecchio 

and Mihalchick’s skating cred granted them 
unlimited access to private practices and 
pre-bout locker room pep talks. 

“The fact that it was a film being made 
by skaters made us accepted,” said Vec-
chio. “They had a little more faith that 
we would get this right.”

Faith and trust were crucial due to the 
sensitive subject matter. And the antago-
nistic feelings of many women towards 
the male skaters were understandable. In 
a world where men dominate most sports, 
women had sparked a minor gender rev-
olution by creating modern roller derby 
through a worldwide network of women-
run-and-operated leagues. 

“Men don’t have a great track record 
of sharing the spotlight with women in 
sports,” said Vecchio. 

While old-school derby televised in the 
20th century was scripted like pro-wres-
tling, modern roller derby is a sport with 
complex rules and strategies. It’s popularity 
in the past 12 years in the United States and 
the world is clear from the many documen-

taries about the sport — and a blockbuster 
Hollywood film called “Whip It” — but 
“This is How I Roll” is the only film that 
focuses on the male perspective.

The movie brings audiences to present 
times, where women skaters have started 

to take men seriously — though there are 
nearly 20 times as many female leagues 
as male organizations worldwide.

“At some point, you have to stop chang-
ing your end cards and let it go,” said 
Vecchio. 

Gender 
rollers
Male derby players’ plight 
the subject of documentary

Flower power
C O S P L AY

“This Is How I Roll” in the Art of 
Brooklyn Film Festival at Founders 
Hall Theater, St Francis College (180 
Remsen St. between Court and Clin-
ton streets in Brooklyn Heights, www.
aobff.org). May 17, 8:45 pm, $50 for 
all-access pass.

C I N E M A

FOLLOW 
US ON 

TWITTER

twitter.com/
Brooklyn_Paper

RERUN GASTROPUB
THEATER

RERUNTHEATER.COM
WWW.

162 Montague St, 2nd Fl, Brooklyn Heights
(718) 522-5555/58  Fax: (718) 522-7555
www.nanatori.com  OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

FREE
DELIVERY

$10 
MIN

Fine Japanese cuisine, 
plus full sushi bar, for 

lunch or dinner

441 Seventh Avenue
(at the corner of 15th Street)

Brooklyn, NY 11215
T: (347) 599 - 1262

Mon – Fri, 5PM – 12AM
Sat & Sun, 11AM – 4PM and 5PM – 12AM

thistlehillbrooklyn.com

Kicking it: New York Shock Exchange player Maulin’ Brando and former Gotham 
Girls Roller Derby player Daizy Chainz collaborated on a film about the struggles 
of the burgeoning men’s roller derby scene.
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By Matthew Spolar
for The Brooklyn Paper

K
nicks legend Earl “The Pearl” 
Monroe had a storied career — 
and a life worth telling.

In preparation for his April 30 
talk in Bedford-Stuyvesant, here 
are some off-court highlights in his 
own words:

Earl stopped an armed rob-
bery with his bare hands while 
trying to buy liquor on a Sunday 
in Lawnside, New Jersey

I wasn’t a hero or anything like 

that, I guess I just did it out of sheer 
instinct … This guy just happened to 
see us and pull a little .25 automatic 
on us and I just had quick hands and 
just took it from him ... I took the gun 
with me to Winston-Salem, when 
I went to school, because I hadn’t 
been down south before.

Earl was chased through ru-
ral Virginia by hooded Klans-
men while he visited a college 
girlfriend

I see these cars are flashing their 
lights in front of me and cars are flash-
ing their lights in back of me. Then I 

realized I was actually in the midst 
of a Ku Klux Klan rally. So I quickly 
got to the next right turn, took that 
turn and went down this street. And 
behind me all of a sudden these cars 
were starting to jet out and trying 
to catch me. So I put my foot to the 
metal and got out of there.

While playing in Baltimore, 
Earl smoked angel dust at a 
party at football player Bubba 
Smith’s house

This guy came up to me and told 
me to take a puff of this here. I didn’t 

Pearls of wisdom
Legendary Knick led legendary life

Sporting life: Former Knicks star Earl Monroe drives past Boston 
Celtic Jeff Judkins — just like he did the Ku Klux Klan, one time.
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SAT, APRIL 20
MUSIC, SONGS, CARTOONS, KA-

RAOKE: An hour-long program 
of animated videos presented by 
Cartune Xprez, a video label, road-
show, cartoon gang. With an open-
ing performance by experimental 
singer-songwriter Manett and a 
midi-karaoke party afterward. $7. 8 
pm. LaunchPad [721 Franklin Ave. 
in Crown Heights, (646) 494–7211], 
brooklynlaunchpad.org. 

MUSIC, SPUYTEN DUYVIL: Yonkers-
based Spuyten Duyvil brings it’s 
special blend of amped up Roots, 
Americana to First Acoustics Music 
Concert Series in Brooklyn Heights. 
$25. 8 pm. First Unitarian Church 
(116 Pierrepont St. at Monroe Street 
in Brooklyn Heights), www.fi rsta-
coustics.org. 

MUSIC, THE OMNI ENSEMBLE: The 
ensemble will conclude its 30th 
season of concerts with an evening 
of Pop, Jazz and original music, by 
John Coltrane, Cole Porter, David 
Wechser, Guy Klucevsek, The 
Beatles and others. $15/$10 stu-
dents and seniors. 8 pm. Brooklyn 
Conservatory of Music [58 Seventh 
Ave. between Lincoln Place and 
Seventh Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
622–3300 or email: rfrank@bqcm.
org], www.bqcm.org. 

FUND-RAISING, RACE JUDICATA 5K 
RUN: The Brooklyn Law School Stu-
dent Bar Association is hosting the 
8th annual Race Judicata. Students/
Minors-$20; All other participants 
- $35. 10 am–6:30 pm. Prospect 
Park (95 Prospect Park West), www.
brooklaw.edu/racejudicata. 

TALK, TED TALKS IN GOWANUS: The 
Brooklyn Free Clinic is sponsoring a 
free day-long TEDMED Live confer-

ence at the Gowanus Ballroom. Live 
speakers will present their unique 
solutions for overcoming the chal-
lenges we face in healthcare. In ad-
dition, talks will be streamed from 
the main TEDMED conference. 
Free. 10 am–6:30 pm. Gowanus 
Ballroom [55 Ninth St., (347) 770–
4232], www.bfctedmed.com. 

PINOCCHIO: For children ages 3 years 
old and up. The classic story comes 
to life on the puppet stage. $9 ($8 
children). 12:30 and 2:30 pm. Pup-
petworks [338 Sixth Ave. at Fourth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 965–
3391], www.puppetworks.org. 

SPORTS, WRESTLING: Come see an 
epic, testosterone-soaked smack-
down at Our Lady of Guadalupe’s 
annual professional wrestling event! 
$20. 7:30 pm. Our Lady of Guada-
lupe [1514 72nd Street, between 
15th and 16th avenues in Benson-
hurst, (718) 331–2070]. 

COMEDY, GROWING UP NAKED: 
Actress and writer Sarah Elizabeth 
Grace is shedding it all in her new 
show “Mental Nudity”. Ms. Grace 
showcases the fears, tears, and 
fun of growing up in this hour-long 
extravaganza. $5. 8 pm. Standard 
ToyKraft [722 Metropolitan Ave. 
in Williamsburg, (347) 385–1744], 
www.facebook.com/Standard-
ToyKraft. 

“SWAN LAKE”: Moscow Festival Bal-
let presents the classic. $30. 8 pm. 
Kingsborough Community Col-
lege [2001 Oriental Blvd. at Oxford 
Street in Manhattan Beach, (718) 
368–5596], www.onstageatkings-
borough.org. 

FRI, APRIL 19
EARTH DAY CELEBRATION: Dig in 

and explore the earth. Discover 
what lives under the soil. Free with 
museum admission. 11:30 am–12:30 
pm and 2:30–3:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum [145 Brooklyn 
Ave. at St. Marks Avenue in Crown 
Heights, (718) 735–4400], www.
brooklynkids.org. 

SINGALONG WITH JARROD: Green-
light troubadour Jarrod leads chil-
dren in 40 minutes of favorite songs 
and stories. For children 6 weeks to 
3 years old. Free. 2:30 pm. Green-
light Bookstore [686 Fulton St. at S. 
Portland in Fort Greene, (718) 246–
0200], greenlightbookstore.com. 

DANCE AND CHINESE LANGUAGE 
CLASSES: Children learn two lan-
guages: Mandarin and the universal 
language of dance. $405/season. 
3:45 – 5:45pm. Spoke the Hub (748 
Union St.; Near Sixth Avenue in Park 
Slope), www.laurelproject.com. 

BARCLAYS CENTER, GOLDEN 
GLOVES FINAL: The nation’s larg-
est and most prestigious amateur 
boxing tournament will hold its 
two-day fi nal event. TBA. 6:30 pm. 
Barclays Center [620 Atlantic Ave. 
at Flatbush Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(212) 359–6387], www.barclayscen-
ter.com. 

MUSIC, ANNUAL BROOKLYN FOLK 
FESTIVAL: Down Home Radio 
Show Host Eli Smith and The Fabu-
lous Jalopy Theatre are proud to 
announce the 5th Annual Brooklyn 
Folk Festival. $15. 7 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643–6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

MUSIC, RABBI DARKSIDE: “Prospect 
Avenue” is the new solo album from 
emcee Rabbi Darkside, featuring 
stories of teaching, learning and 
evolving in new millennium Brook-
lyn. See the Rabbi drop the truth. 
$10. 8 pm. Littlefi eld [622 Degraw 
St. between Fourth and Fifth av-
enues in Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

MUSIC, JANA DEBUSK AND RYAN 
MCURDY: Together their music 
envelopes you in heat, heartache 
and hope. Free. 8 pm. Brooklyn 
Conservatory of Music [58 Seventh 
Ave. between Lincoln Place and 
Seventh Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
622–3300 or email: rfrank@bqcm.
org], www.bqcm.org. 

DANCE, FUNNY DANCES: “Triske-
lion’s Fourth Annual Comedy in 
Dance Festival” is hoping to attract 
fans of dance who have a sense of 
humor and fans of comedy who can 
sit through squirming, shuffl ing, 
and shaking. Ideally, attendees are 
both. $15, $12 students and seniors, 
$30 for 3-show package. 8 pm. 
Triskelion Arts’ Aldous Theater [118 
N. 11th St. 3rd Floor between Berry 
Street and Wythe Avenues in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 599–3577], www.
triskelionarts.org. 

SUN, APRIL 21
DANCE, EARTH DAY AT SALT 

MARSH: Rededication of Salt 
Marsh Nature Trail, and Earth Day 
Dances by the Brooklyn Dance Cen-
ter. Free. 11 am–4pm. Salt Marsh 
Nature Center [3302 Avenue U in 
Marine Park, (718) 421–2021]. 

MUSIC, ONE-MAN MUSICAL: The 
Off-Broadway musical, “The Cotton 
Patch Gospel” is coming to St. Ann 
& the Holy Trinity Church in Brook-
lyn Heights. $10. 3 pm. St. Ann & 
the Holy Trinity Church [157 Mon-
tague St. in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
875–6960], www.stannholytrinity.
org. Music, Annual Brooklyn Folk 
Festival: 7 pm. See Friday, April 19. 

CHURCH AVENUE STREET FAIR: 
Great shopping, free family activi-
ties, and delicious food in this fair. 
Vendor spots are available. Free. 
Noon–6 pm. Church Avenue btwn 
Argyle Road to E. 10th Street [1221 
Church Ave. in Flatbush, Ditmas 
Park, Kensington, (718) 282–2500, 
ext. 63237], churchavenue.org. 

READING, BOOK FAIR: Black Book 
Fair, “Moving Forward Through 
Literacy” presents different genres 
of literature to the Brooklyn com-
munity and provide a variety of 
reading and fun activities for chil-
dren to enjoy. Free. 2–6 pm. Boys 
and Girls High School (1700 Fulton 
St. between Utica and Schenectady 
Avenues). 

“AMADEUS”: The story of Wolfgang 
Amadeus Mozart and his mentor 
Antonio Salieri. $30-$40. 3 pm. 
Brooklyn Center for the Perform-
ing Arts at Brooklyn College [2900 
Campus Rd., between Amersfort 
Place and Kenilworth Place in Mid-
wood, (718) 951–4500], www.brook-
lyncenteronline.org. 

MON, APRIL 22
FOOD, SEASONAL SIP: Take a 

deeper look into the varietals and 
fl avors of Brooklyn winery whites, 
rosés and light reds, and review 
ideas on when and how to serve 
them (including a springy punch 
recipe). $35. 8 pm. Brooklyn Winery 
[213 N. Eighth St., (347) 763–1506], 
bkwinery.com/seasonal-sips-spring-
wines-from-brooklyn-winery/2699. 

TUES, APRIL 23
READING, “THIS IS HOW”: Author 

Augusten Burroughs launches his 
new book. RSVP requested. Free. 
7–9 pm. PowerHouse Arena [37 
Main St. at Water Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 666–3049], www.powerhouse-
arena.com. 

WHERE TO
FRIDAY
April 19

Road trip
Going across the 
country to explore 
America’s compli-
cated relationship 
with marijuana, Yale-
educated author and 
journalist Alfred 
Ryan Nerz found 
himself going a little 
too deep down the 
rabbit hole. Join the 
author as he debuts 
his entertaining, 
exhilarating, and 
sometimes paranoid 
book “Marijuana-
merica: One Man’s 
Quest to Under-
stand America’s Dys-
functional Love 
Affair with Weed.” 

6 pm at powerHouse 
Arena [37 Main St. at 
Water Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 666–3049, power-
housearena.com]. Free.

SATURDAY
April 20

In chambers
Concluding its 30th 
season, the multifac-
eted chamber music 
group Omni is team-
ing up with vocalist 
Erika Banks, along 
other artists, to pres-
ent a variety works. 
The program will 
include Renaissance-
era music and tunes 
by John Coltrane, 
Cole Porter, Herbie 
Hancock, and even 
improvisational sets.

8 pm at the Brooklyn 
Conservatory of Music 
[58 Seventh Ave. at 
Lincoln Place in Park 
Slope, (718) 622–3300, 
www.theomniensemble.
org]. $15, $10 students 
and seniors.

SUNDAY
April 21

Drummer 
women
An all-ladies Afro-
Brazillian samba reg-
gae drum band, 
BatalaNYC is a 
diverse group of 
dancing percussion-
ists who will rock any 
space they play. 
Catch PitchBlak 
Brass Band and the 
Dance Cartel, too, 
before seeing the 
large, colorful, cos-
tumed troupe smash 
and stomp.

9 pm at Littlefield [622 
Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Third 
Avenues, in Gowanus, 
(718) 855–3388, www.lit-
tlefieldnyc.com]. $8, $10.

MONDAY
April 22

Classroom 
poetry
Remember those 
good-old days when 
you sat in class and 
read poetry and did 
arithmetic? Now’s 
your chance to listen 
to poetry-lovers read 
out loud from 
“Favorite American 
Poems,” including 
works by the doctor-
poet William Carol 
Williams, the road-
walking Robert 
Frost, and the cele-
brated recluse Emily 
Dickinson, among 
others. 

7 pm at Word Bookstore 
[126 Franklin St. at Milton 
Street in Greenpoint, 
(718) 383–0096, www.
wordbrooklyn.com]. Free.

WEDNESDAY
April 24

Thank you 
ma’am
Chicago’s got the 
Second City, New 
York’s got the 
Upright Citizens Bri-
gade, and now Balti-
more’s got the weir-
dos of Wham City. 
The show will incor-
porate sketches, vid-
eos, stand-up, and 
dramatic mono-
logues, but the 
cross-genre variety 
show should be at 
times more strange 
than funny.

7:30 pm at Union Hall 
[702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400, www.
unionhallny.com]. $7.
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Rachel Amar
Waste Management
Antonia Yuille-Williams
Con Edison
Nicole Robinson-
Etienne
NY Aquarium
Yelena Makhnin
Brighton Beach BID
Elena Solitario
Pilo Arts
Linda Camarda
Natural Balance
Dr. Millie Fell
Brighton Eye
Camille Loccisano
Frankie’s Mission
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Brooklyn Girl Film Festival

Pamela Williams Harris
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Dr. Melony Samuels
Bed Stuy Against Hunger
Renee McClure
National Grid
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Ana Oliveira
Investors Bank
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Goodman
Union Temple
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Brooklyn Public Library
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St. Francis de Sales Church
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NYC Technical College
Vicki Ellner
Senior Umbrella Network of 
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Gala Dinner & Awards
Wednesday, June 12 at

of 

Honoring 

women 

who have 

shaped the 

borough

Join us for

Brooklyn Women 
of Distinction

C O U N T R Y  C L U B  C AT E R E R S
5945 Strickland Ave, Mill Basin 

Publication Date: 
Friday, April 26, 2013  

Keynote Speaker
Jeanine Ramirez
Brooklyn Reporter

Jeanine Ramirez joined NY1 News in October 1996 and covers Brooklyn’s schools, 
politics, religions and neighborhoods. She also is the lead reporter on many Latino issues. 

A native Brooklynite, Ramirez majored in communications both at Brooklyn Technical 
High School and Fordham University.

Sponsored by

The only
thing

missing
from this
picture,
is you.

Just for laughs: Dancers of the Raving Jaynes company Jamie 
Graham and Amy Larimer will present a Valentine’s inspired 
dance that understands how funny romance really is at the 
upcoming “Comedy in Dance Festival” in Williamsburg start-
ing April 19.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
St

ef
an

o 
G

io
va

nn
in

i



The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-2500April 19–25, 2013 AWP  7

Urgent Care
in Brooklyn Heights

Monday–Friday

1 to 9 pm

Weekend hours coming soon

Many insurance plans accepted

No appointments needed  

for urgent care

300 Cadman Plaza West, 
18th Floor
Brooklyn Heights, NY
929-210-6300
www.UrgentCareBklyn.org

Mount Sinai physicians  
board certified in  
family medicine

BAR SCRAWL By Bill Roundy

Three Letters [930 Fulton Ave. at St. James Place in Clinton Hill, (718) 
622–4679, threelettersbrooklyn.com]. Open Sun., Tue.–Thu., 5:30 pm–
midnight; Fri.–Sat., 5:30 pm–1 am; Mon., closed.

By Samantha Lim
for The Brooklyn Paper

A 
new rock musical will 
leave you with a good 
“post impression.”

Art history meets contem-
porary tunes in “Mass,” a new 
rock musical at the Brick The-
ater in Williamsburg about the 
tumultuous relationship be-
tween Post Impressionist lu-
minaries, Vincent van Gogh 
and Paul Gauguin. 

But just because the show is 
about two of art history’s most 
famous men doesn’t mean it 
can’t have females leads. 

“Frankly, I’m tired of story 
lines with men at the center 
while females serve as props to 
help them through their strug-
gles,” said writer and direc-
tor Robert Honeywell. “The 
love story between two women 
should be a normality, not an 
exception.”

In fact, the entire cast of 
“Mass” is female. 

Actors Moira Stone and Es-
ther Crow play the principal 
characters of Mary and Fran-
çoise, Van Gogh and Gauguin’s 
female alter egos. An androgy-
nous Bowie-lookalike, Stone’s 
stage presence is indispensable 

to the lead role. Iron-
ically, the actress felt 
quite the opposite prior 
to production.

“I tried backing out 
several times, going 
so far as to tell Robert 
he’d made a mistake in 
casting me. But Rob-
ert was steadfast. I de-
cided to close my eyes 
and jump. I’m so glad I did!” 
said Stone.

Honeywell was seduced by 
the idea of a rock musical in-
spired by Van Gogh, and stud-
ied the subject matter thor-
oughly for two years, even 

attending art history classes 
at Manhattan’s Musuem of 
Modern Art. 

Art enthusiasts will delight 
in myriad references to  art his-
torytouches on topics such as 
Marcel du Champ’s ground-

breaking “Fountain” and Van 
Gogh’s literal interpretation of 
lending an ear. And although 
the characters are based on re-
nowned personalities from the 
1800s, listening to them rant 
is strikingly similar to hearing 
your artist friends complain 
about their struggles. 

That said, much of the wit 
in “Mass” doesn’t require a de-
gree in art history. 

When Van Gogh tries to 
convince Gauguin to migrate to 
Montreal, Gauguin argues that 
she doesn’t speak French.

“But you’re Canadian,” 
Van Gogh replies.

Van Gogh’s bromance
Rock musical about painter’s time with Gauguin

For the love of the art: Actors Phoebe Silva, Moira Stone, and Esther Crow 
tussle in “Mass,” a new rock musical about Post Impressionist painters Vincent 
van Gogh and Paul Gauguin’s tumultuous relationship.
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By Colin Mixson
The Brooklyn Paper

J
ust because they’re picture books 
don’t mean you can’t read them 
out loud.

Bizarre underground comic books 
are finally getting the readings they 
deserve in a performance series com-
ing to Williamsburg.

“Anything goes,” said Chicago-
based event creator Lyra Hill, who 
is bringing the show “Brain Frame” 
to Brooklyn for the first time. 

“Somebody turned their comic 
into an exercise routine once. We’ve 
had people do shadow puppets and 
lectures. It’s definitely not what 
you’d expect.”

The shows are also not as sim-
ple to set up as the typical book 
reading. 

An archivist and projectionist, 
Hill, frequently puts her technical 
knowledge to work for the show, 
splicing images together and using 
multiple projectors to create awe-
some effects on stage.

“I make comics and films,” said 

Hill, who used both of those skills 
in a recent display using three an-
alog slide projectors, each in a dif-
ferent color, that combined to form 
every panel. “Suffice to say, it was 
very complicated, and I couldn’t 
have done if I didn’t have a tech-
nical background in film.”

Bringing the show and all its bells 
and whistles to Brooklyn was bound 
to happen. Hill said she’s is a big 
zine fan, and befriended the folks at 
Public Assembly when they hosted 
last year’s Zine Fest, and according 
to Hill, it didn’t take too much ef-
fort to sell them on the show.

“I knew the organizers and was 
able to convince them I knew what 
I was doing,” she said. “It was easy, 

they were into it.”
Hill usually hosts the show, but 

this time, she will present her own 
comic, “Go Down,” which is any-
thing but your typical hero yarn.

“It’s about a girl who buys a magic 
crystal and meets her boyfriend in 
a field,” she said.

Then the story lives up to its title, 
and hallucination ensues.

Insane in 
the frame
Underground cartoonists 
give bizarre readings

Graphic novels: Lyra Hill’s performative reading series “Brain 
Frame” brings to life the wild world of underground comic 
books.
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Brain Frame at Public Assem-
bly [N. Sixth St. between Kent 
and Wythe avenues in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 384–4586, 
publicassemblynyc.com] April 
21, 7 pm, free.

R E A D I N G

“Mass” at the Brick Theater 
[579 Metropolitan Ave. at Lo-
rimer Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 285–3863, www.brick-
theater.com] April 13–30, 
Tues. and Thurs.–Sat., 8 pm, 
Sun., 3 pm, $18.

T H E AT E R
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FOR NETS TICKETS CALL (718) NETS-TIX 

OR VISIT BROOKLYNNETS.COM

BROOK LY N  NE T S 
FA N  OF  T HE  W E E K

Get spotted in your Brooklyn Nets gear by our photographers, and we’ll put your picture in the paper!

Wendel Williams, Fort Greene
“Brooklyn is my home and the Nets are my team!”
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718.705.8878   maximumbrooklyn.com
934 Third Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11232

Maximum Self Storage has a wide variety of secure and economical 
storage solutions designed to meet your individual or business needs. 
Conveniently located: Brooklyn-Queens Expressway Exit 25 and just 

one block from the D, N and R subway lines.

GET FIRST 
2 MONTHSFREE!
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Need To Get Organized, 
But Out of Room?
maximum self storage
YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD SOLUTION

The election of a new Mayor will herald a new era in New York City Government - one 
in which we hope will be responsive and supportive to the needs of local businesses.

As a non-partisan stake-holder, the Brooklyn Alliance was awarded a grant from The 
Rockefeller Foundation to support the ongoing job training and workforce dialogue 
between mayoral candidates and the business community. By hosting this forum, 
we are ensuring that high-quality job training and opportunities for low-income New 
Yorkers receive much needed attention from candidates. 

We are proud to present this platform that promotes open discussion about issues that 
have a real impact on our economy and quality of life as a whole. Join us! 

To register, visit www.ibrooklyn.com/events

The Brooklyn Alliance, the 501(c)3 nonprofit economic development arm  

of the Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce presents:

NYC Democratic Mayoral Candidates  
Forum on Workforce Development  

and Small Business Issues

In Collaboration with

Moderated by
ABC 7’s Political  

Correspondent

Dave Evans

Tuesday, April 23, 2013 

8:30 a.m. – 11 a.m.

St. Francis College

Featuring

Sal F. Albanese

Christine Quinn

Bill de Blasio

Erick Salgado

John Liu

Bill Thompson

ibrooklyn.com

know what it was, I was par-
tying and drinking and what-
not. And he said, ‘Now don’t 
puff it too long, y’know, don’t 
take a big puff.’ So I took 
a looong puff. Next thing 
I know, I was in la-la land. 
There were bodies, women 
all around, Everything was in 
slow-motion … After I was 
able to come down off that, 
I promised myself I would 
never do that again, and thank 
goodness I haven’t.

Earl received a fan let-
ter from Woody Allen

It said that he and his guys, 
they think I’m the greatest 
showman in the game. And that 
the Knicks should change their 
game to fit me, and that not to 
be distressed about how things 
have gone because things are 
going to be better.

Earl didn’t realize Miles 
Davis repeatedly offered 
him an orthopedic bed

When I had my surgery on 

my foot Miles used to call me 
and I could never understand 
what he was saying because 
he had this raspiness in his 
voice … So I used to always 
say ‘Uh huh, yeah, uh huh,’ 
and that’s what our conversa-
tions were like … It wasn’t un-

til years and years later when 
I read his autobiography — 
y’know the only thing I could 
understand him saying was 
‘bed’ — that I realized he was 
trying to offer me his ortho-
pedic bed, you know, for me 
to recuperate with.

Earl held up the Knicks 
plane to Los Angeles af-
ter Game 4 of the 1973 
NBA Finals looking for 
men who had assaulted 
him

The girl I was going with 
at the time, we were walk-
ing to get my car and these 
heavyset white guys who 
were drunk, they accosted 
me and one of them punched 
me. Tina, she was trying to 
pull me back and whatnot, 
and I was mad as hell. And 
so when I got my car — I had 
a gun in my car — I started 
riding around and looking 
for them. Finally she con-
vinced me that I had to get 
out to the airport because I 
had a flight to catch and, you 
know, deal with this some 
other time.

Earl swears he was 

attacked by a ghost in 
his girlfriend’s Brooklyn 
apartment

I was just lying in the 
apartment and something 
just seemed to overcome me. 
I couldn’t move, I couldn’t get 
up, I couldn’t do anything … 
So I started saying the Lord’s 
prayer. I started cursing it 
and saying the prayer again, 
and cursing it and saying the 
prayer. I wound up saying 
my mother’s favorite verse, 
the 23rd Psalm, and even-
tually it just kind of let me 
go … I don’t know if it’s a 
dream or whatever it is, but 
it’s like a 500-pound what-
ever is just lying on you and 
you can’t see it.

Earl Monroe will discuss 
his book “Earl the Pearl: My 
Story” — and hopefully his 
life — with Quincy Troupe 
at Billie Holiday Theater 
at Restoration Plaza [1368 
Fulton St. between Marcy 
and Brooklyn avenues in 
Bedford-Stuyvessant, (718) 
246–0200, greenlightbook-
store.com]. April 30, 7 pm, 
free RSVP.

PEARL...
Continued from page 5

Back court: New York 
Knickerbocker Earl Mon-
roe helped lead the 
Knicks to their 1973 NBA 
championship.
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WED, APRIL 24
READING, EARTHQUAKE 

JOURNALIST: Featuring 
reporter for the Associ-
ated Press in Port-au-
Prince, Haiti, Jonathan M. 
Katz and his new book 
“The Big Truck That Went 
By: How the World Came 
to Save Haiti and Left 
Behind a Disaster.” Free. 
6–9 pm. Five Myles Gal-
lery [558 St. Johns Place 
in Crown Heights, (347) 
565–4429], haiticulturalx.
org/program-05. 

FUND-RAISING, AIDS 
WALK BINGO NIGHT: To 
raise funds for the Aid-
swalk 2013, Sage Brooklyn 
is proud to host a Bingo 
night. Free. 7 pm. Sage 
Bar Brooklyn [299 Graham 
Ave. in Williamsburg, (718) 
218–6644], www.sageon-
graham.com. 

THURS, APRIL 25
FILMS, FILMS MADE BY 

WOMEN: “Solar Mama” 
follows the groundbreak-
ing journey of Rafea, a 
Bedouin mother living 
along the Jordan-Iraq 
border. $8, $5. 6:30 pm. 
BLDG 92:Brooklyn Navy 
Yard Center [63 Flushing 
Ave. at Carlton Avenues 
in Fort Greene, (718) 907–
5992], BLDG92.org. 

POETRY OUTREACH: Join 
with Ken Siegelman in this 
poetry slam for all ages. 
Free. 6:30 pm. Barnes and 
Noble [267 Seventh Ave. 
at 6th Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 832–9066], barne-
sandnoble.com. 

COMEDY, DUMBO COM-
EDY: Standup Comedy 
returns to DUMBO! Free. 

8:30 pm. 66 Water St Res-
taurant [66 Water St. in 
DUMBO, (718) 625–9352], 
www.facebook.com/dum-
bocomedy. 

FRI, APRIL 26
PROJECT GREEN: Enjoy 

a day of environmen-
tal friendly projects and 
performances. Free. 9 am 
– noon. Herbert Von King 
Cultural Arts Center [670 
Lafayette AVe. at Tomp-
kins Avenue in Clinton Hill, 
(718) 622–2082]. 

ART, JEWELRY SHOW: See 
the shimmering items at 
this jewelry exhibition by 
Chad Ypon, Freddie Ma-
tara, and Sara Samoiloff. 
Free. 6–9 pm. Fitzgerald 
Jewelry [174 N. 11th St., 
(718) 387–6200], www.
thedivinetribe.com AND 
www.fi tzgeraldjewelry.
com. 

MUSIC, SINGER SONG-
WRITER: The talented 
Charlotte Sometimes 
of album “Circus Head” 
will be performing this 
upcoming April in Brook-

lyn. Free. 7 pm. Zio Toto 
[8407 Third Ave., (718) 
238–8042], effectiveim-
mediatelypr.com. 

MUSIC, “CASABLANCA”-
THEMED BURLESQUE: 
The Bell House trans-
forms into a Moroccan 
den of intrigue, cocktails, 
jazz, blackmail and bur-
lesque, all inspired by 
the classic Oscar-winning 
fi lm Casablanca. $20. 
8 pm. Bell House [149 
Seventh St. at Third Av-
enue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

SAT, APRIL 27
MUSIC, CONCERT AT OLD 

STONE HOUSE: Brooklyn-
based classical music trio 
Janus works to create 
and present new reper-
toire for the trio through 
commissioning projects 
and works-in-process col-
laborations. $20. 8 pm. 
The Old Stone House [336 
Third St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 768–3195], 

www.theoldstonehouse.
org. 

BABY EXPO: Brooklyn Baby-
FEST is a baby shower 
and family expo fi lled with 
informative workshops, 
demos, chances to play 
and raffl e prizes. $15. 11 
am. MS 126 [424 Leonard 
St. in Williamsburg, (347) 
915–3850], www.brook-
lynbabyfest.com. 

BOOK FAIR: PS 9 is hosting 
their annual fundraiser. 
Free. 9 am. Barnes and 
Noble [267 Seventh Ave. 
at 6th Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 832–9066], barne-
sandnoble.com. 

SAKURA MATSURA: The 
annual weekend festival 
celebrates Japanese cul-
ture and the rite of Spring, 
features over 60 perfor-
mances, and a host of 
hands-on workshops. $20 
($15 students and seniors, 
free for members and chil-
dren under 12). 10 am–6 
pm. Brooklyn Botanic 
Garden [1000 Washington 
Ave., at Eastern Parkway 
in Crown Heights, (718) 
623–7220], www.bbg.org. 

CONCERT, BEETHOVEN’S 
NINTH SYMPHONY: 
Metropolitan Opera tenor 
John Horton Murray joins 
with St. Anselm’s Music 
Director Therese Panicali 
and the Brooklyn Con-
servatory Chorale in this 
performance. $25. 8 pm. 
St. Ann & The Holy Trin-
ity (157 Montague St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights), www.themetro-
chamberorchestra.org. 

FUND-RAISING, BENEFIT 
FOR REFUGEES: Meet 
fellow supporters of New 
Roots initivative, IRC staff 
and volunteers and enjoy 
an evening of traditional 
food prepared by refugee 
cooks and a selection of 
Brooklyn Brewery beer. 
$50, $55. 9 pm–midnight. 
Brooklyn Brewery (79 N. 
11th St. in Williamsburg).

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 6

From Russia: Moscow Festival Ballet presents the 
classic “Swan Lake” at Kingsborough Community 
College on April 20.
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probably far enough away,” 
said the Bay Ridge resident, 
who was advised by police 
to stay in the hotel. “Every 
hotel had police outside. The 
site was blocked off from so 
far away that you couldn’t 
see anything.”

Cassie, like thousands of 
other runners, was halted 
for about 45 minutes and 
rerouted to avoid the tragic 

scene at the finish line, said 
Nelson, who received a text 
message from her sent us-
ing a stranger’s cellphone 30 
minutes after the blasts say-
ing that she was okay.

It was the second time 
Nelson — who has com-
pleted a marathon on every 
continent including Antarc-
tica — had run the Boston 
Marathon, but he says it cer-
tainly won’t be the last.

Continued from page 1

MARATHON

DENTAL HYGIENE AND  
RESTORATIVE DENTISTRY

VISION CARE/
OPHTHALMIC TECH

COMPUTER-SIMULATED
PATIENT (NURSING)

RADIOLOGIC TECH AND
MEDICAL IMAGING

WHERE CAN 
TECHNOLOGY 
TAKE YOU?

65 Career-Focused Degree and Certificate Programs in 21st Century Technologies  718.260.5250  www.citytech.cuny.edu

WHERE CAN 
TECHNOLOGY 
TAKE YOU?

300 Jay Street Brooklyn, NY 11201  718.260.5250  www.citytech.cuny.edu

65 Career-Focused Bachelor, Associate and Certificate Programs in architectural and engineering technologies, entertainment, design and emerging media,  
healthcare professions, business and hospitality, information technologies and computer-related areas, paralegal studies, teacher education and more. 

tionals are a quadrennial event 
more sacred to young chess 
players than the Olympics to 
world-class shot putters, be-
cause it comes only once in a 
high school player’s career.

“It felt pretty good bring-
ing home the trophy,” said 
junior Alexis Paredes, 16, a 
master of chess and under-
statements. “It’s just huge and 
any team can compete.”

Now, with the tournament 
behind them, their post-win cel-
ebration at Dave and Busters a 
fond memory, and classes now 
in session, the champs still have 
one more thing to hope for — a 
trip to the White House.

“We’re hoping to go to the 
White House,” said Weiss. 

“We were invited a few years 
ago, but we met the other guy. 
We’d love to go back and meet 
Obama.”

PS/MS 282’s Royal Pan-
thers won first place in their 
age groups, beating out hun-
dreds of teams from through-
out the country. 

“We worked and worked and 
worked some more,” said coach 
Steve Colding who psyched 
up the team before each match 
with deep breathing exercises, 
a group huddle, and a boister-
ous roar. “I’m really humbled 
— the children have worked 
so hard all year long.”

It was the children’s dedi-
cation to the game that scored 
them their big win, said Cold-
ing, who added that the team 

“We will definitely return 
because cowardly acts of ter-
rorism only truly succeed if 
we let them live our lives 
in fear,” said Nelson, who 
met his wife 12 years ago 
on a 20-mile ING New York 
City Marathon training run. 
“Having talked to a bunch 
of runners who finished or 
didn’t, the sentiment is the 
same: happy to be alive, an-
gry at who did this to such 
a beautiful event, and utter 
grief for the dead, injured, 
and their families.”

By Colin Mixson
The Brooklyn Paper

The folks at MCU stadium, 
working with the Coney Is-
land Cyclones, treated 200 
kids from Brooklyn Youth 
groups to a free screening 
of “42: The Jackie Robin-
son Story,” at the Sheep-
shead Bay Regal Theater on 
— you guessed it — Jackie 
Robinson Day, but not before 
they were regaled with sto-
ries from hometown heroes, 
Mets Hall of Fame pitcher 
John Franco, and former 
pro baseball player Terry 
McFarlin.

“They gave a speech in 

front of the movie, and were 
telling us to work hard and 
how you can never give up 
if you want to succeed and 
make it to the majors, you 
just can’t quit,” said 15-
year-old ball player Meir 
Page, who plays for the 
Warriors.

Jackie Robinson, the first 
black Major League Base-
ball, broke the color barrier 
with his debut on April 15, 
1947, slugging balls for the 
Brooklyn Dodgers.

And what better way to 
commemorate his achieve-
ments than with the box-of-
fice hit about his life.

Page said his favorite 
part of the film was when 
one of Robinson’s white 
colleagues stood up in his 
defense.

“Yeah it was a good movie, 
I really liked it,” said Page. 
“My favorite part was when 
Jackie would go out to bat 
and this red neck guy taunted 
him, and one of his team-
mates came out and stuck 
up for him. That was the 
best.”

After the show, the big 
league legends, both raised 
in Southern Brooklyn, stuck 
around to sign autographs and 
pose for pictures.

Enhance your culture.
Improve your bottom line.

Brooklyn.

Two Trees Management Co, LLC

45 Main Street, Suite 602, DUMBO, Brooklyn, NY 11201 
Commercial and Residential Property Management

Find out how by visiting, 
TwoTreesNY.com

Move your business
to DUMBO, Brooklyn.

Continued from page 3

CHESS... members even spent their 
spring break tweaking strate-
gies and honing their skills. 

Out of the school’s 100-
member team, only 25 play-
ers were able to make it to 
Tennessee for the competition 

due to lack of funding, said 
the Sixth Avenue elementary 
and middle school’s grand-
master coach. 

The kids, ranging from kin-
dergartners to fifth-graders, 
were divided up into age-based 

squads and competed in seven 
arduous games that each lasted 
up to four hours. 

“I’m tremendously proud,” 
Colding said. “We didn’t 
know we were winning un-
til the very end.” 

Clones celebrate 
Jackie Robinson

Legendary Mets pitcher John Franco regaled 
an audience of 200 baseball-loving Brooklyn 
youths with stories of his career at Regal Theater 
on Jackie Robinson Day.
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By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

Brooklyn’s healthcare sit-
uation is in critical condi-
tion — but mayoral candi-
date Sal Albanese says he 
would be the cure. 

The former councilman 
from Bay Ridge condemned 
the plague of hospital clos-
ings that  threatens to claim 
Long Island College Hospital , 
and promised that as mayor 
he would call for a morato-
rium on medical facility shut-
downs — and to keep LICH 
on life support until a rem-
edy can be found.

“The healthcare safety 
net is cracking,” Albanese 
warned. “I would go in and 
provide some help, some ad-
vice, and possibly some emer-
gency funding.”

The hizzoner hopeful ad-
mitted that keeping LICH 
alive is outside the legal pow-
ers of the mayor, but Alba-
nese claimed he could use 
the office’s prestige to pres-
sure the governor into keeping 
the hospital’s financial feed-
ing tube attached — unlike 
Mayor Bloomberg, who has 
not touched the issue with a 
10-foot caduceus.

“You have the bully pulpit 
as the mayor. You have the 
ability to make people lis-
ten,” Albanese argued. “I’m 
going to go to the governor and 

Albanese wants moratorium on closures
say ‘let’s not go through with 
this until we have a gameplan 
about how we’re going to pro-
vide medical care to people in 
Brooklyn Heights and Carroll 
Gardens and Red Hook.’ ”

The sextarian candidate  
claimed that LICH is vital 
to the health of the area, and 
 denounced the secretive dis-
cussions to sell the facility  to 
real estate developers. 

“We don’t need more con-
dos in Brooklyn Heights. We 
need a hospital,” said Alba-

nese. “We’re dealing with 
people’s lives here. A cou-
ple of minutes can result in 
a tragedy when there’s an 
emergency situation.”

The contender for Gracie 
Mansion has previously dem-
onstrated against LICH’s clo-
sure, alongside other candi-
dates, residents, and hospital 
employees — who recently 
 filed a lawsuit  claiming that 
the state’s unrestrained power 
to close hospitals is uncon-
stitutional.

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Pedestrians and bicyclists 
scored big in Williamsburg this 
week as two street plazas and a 
bounty of bike parking spaces 
won approval from Community 
Board 1. 

The civic group narrowly voted 
in favor of the Department of 
Transportation’s plan to  install a 
pedestrian plaza on Broadway just 
off of Bedford Avenue  — green-
lighting the proposal to add chairs, 

benches, and potted plants to a 
section of roadway despite con-
cerns from some board mem-
bers that it would attract night-
time revelers. 

CB1 also signed off on a pe-
destrian plaza on Frost Street near 
Meeker Avenue. 

That bid to turn street space 
into public space was requested 
by David Shapiro, who is reno-
vating the old Lorelei into a new 
restaurant, Kingbird, and said 
he wants to make the roadway 

Sitting pretty
Pedestrian plazas with benches, 
planters coming to Williamsburg

less of an eyesore. 
“It’s the ugliest street ever,” 

said Shapiro, who hopes to open 
Kingbird in May. “It’s not used 
and it’s all painted up and used 
incorrectly by dump trucks and 
sanitation trucks. My business is 
there and I don’t want to be staring 
at garbage trucks all day.”

Shapiro told the city he would 
pay for part of the construction and 
upkeep, which he plans to fund via 
a Kickstarter.com crowd-funding 
campaign. He said last Tuesday 
night that he is unsure how much 
he will contribute, noting the fig-
ure will be determined by the de-
sign and city funding.

Board members cheered the 
painted pedestrian areas, saying 
that public places where North 
Brooklynites can spend time out-
side are desperately needed.

“This is one of the areas with the 

least open space in all of Brook-
lyn,” said board member Jason 
Otano. “Even though it’s not a 
patch of grass, it will provide peo-
ple places to congregate.”

The community panel also ap-
proved converting car parking 
spots into bike parking at the cor-
ner of Driggs Avenue and Grand 
Street in front of the newly opened 
Williamsburg Cinemas movie the-
ater, and on Broadway near the 
corner of Berry Street in front of 
Marlow and Sons. 

In both of those cases, mer-
chants requested the corrals, which 
should fit about 36 bikes into two 
former car spaces. 

“Biking is the future and peo-
ple get angry when bicyclists park 
their bikes on fences,” said board 
member Ryan Kuonen. “If we want 
people to use bikes, we have to 
provide parking.”

Sal: Don’t kill 
more hospitals

The city is planning to turn part of this roadway on Broad-
way just west of Bedford Avenue into a pedestrian plaza 
similar to those in Times Square and Herald Square.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
St

ef
an

o 
G

io
va

nn
in

i



The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-250010  AWP  April 19–25, 2013

and said it would consider G line alterations. In Febru-
ary,  authorities launched a line review , intended to be 
completed by this summer. 

MTA spokesman Kevin Ortiz said the agency will 
consider the growing ridership — but only so much. 

“We will of course use the latest ridership figures as 
we assess G line service, but total ridership is only one 
of the elements we use to determine levels of service,” 
said Ortiz. “The last time we looked at ridership trends, 
the level of service on the G was sufficient, but we will 
continue to analyze.”

2 blocks from B. Bridge Park Pier 6 Playgrnd 
2 floors Restaurant and Play Space 
81 Atlantic Ave (@Hicks)  718-923-9710  
Mon-Wed 10am—6:30pm,  
Thurs-Sun 10am — 8:30pm  
Www.themoxiespot.com 

THE 

SPOT 

Come Together  
with Family & Friends 

Family Disco 
2nd Sats, 6p 

Fri Movie Night,  
Sun Bingo Night! 

NIGHT 

Wii Night 
1st, 3rd, 4th Sats, 6p 

Brunch Singalong  
Sundays 12:30pm 

Singalong 
Tu 11a DAY 

Storytimes 
M/W/F 12p Noon 

Dance Around 
Th 11a 

Singalongs $5/child, Otherwise 2nd Floor Play Fee $2.50/child 
$5 max Play fees per family, $2.50 play fee waived with each $15 food purchase 

 Thursdays are FUN!  
Concert & Balloon Twisting 4-6p, $15/family suggstd 

“Best Restaurant Play Room”- TimeOut 
NY Kids! 

IT’S TIME TO ADVERTISE IN THE LEGENDARY BROOKLYN PAPER. CALL (718) 260-4552

Call: 230-5255
763 President St. (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.)

A fully licensed and certified preschool
 2-4 year old programs
Licensed teachers
Optimal educational equipment
Exclusive outdoor facilities
Indoor Gym facilities

2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days
Spacious Classrooms
Enriched Curriculum
Caring, loving environment

DAY SCHOOL, INC.

REGISTER NOW – LIMITED SPACES AVAILABLE
For summer 2013 and school year 2013-14

(7732)
www.parkslopedaycamp.com
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Children are always 
welcome

for beginners last week.
The focus of the “Beat the Fare, Learn to Ride” class 

wasn’t on balance or turning: instead, the session was 
meant to teach those comfortable in suburban and less-
intense urban settings how to ride down Brooklyn’s bus-
iest roads without missing a beat. 

And with CitiBike pick-up and drop-off stations al-
ready popping up  in Downtown, DUMBO, Brooklyn 
Heights, and Fort Greene  in preparation for the program’s 
May launch, now is the time for beginners to gain con-
fidence on two wheels, organizers say. 

Some worry the tourists and local novices who take 
advantage of the 10,000 citywide rental bikes may lack 
the street savvy to stay safe, but Noah Berland, one of 
the instructors at the Brooklyn Skillshare class, said the 
influx of blue cruisers will help all street users.

“Infrastructure makes it easier,” said Berland, who 
grew up riding around Park Slope and helped students 
learn how to interact with traffic, properly lock up their 
two-wheelers, and fix flats at the seminar. “As there are 
more cyclists on the road, drivers will be more aware 
and that will be better for everyone.”

A greater number of cyclists on the streets will have a 
traffic-calming effect, according to Caroline Samponaro, 
senior director of campaigns and marketing at the bike 
advocacy group Transportation Alternatives. 

“As the rate of bikes goes up, the rate of crashes goes 
down,” said Samponaro, who hopes the tourists and new 
borough cyclists who use the rentals will adopt a watch-
and-learn attitude when riding in Brooklyn.

“It’s not that different from using the subway for the 
first time,” she said. “You have to ask for help.”

The program, which is sponsored by $41 million from 
Citibank and $6.5 from Mastercard, will offer its own 
free classes to beginners in partnership with Bike New 
Yo. The CitiBike website already offers a detailed how-
to guide for aspiring riders, warning renters to yield to 
pedestrians, stay off sidewalks, obey traffic lights, ride 
with traffic, plan sensible routes, check equipment be-
fore setting off, use hand signals, avoid the “door zone,” 
and keep headphones off, among other advice. The page 
also directs riders to the city’s “Bike Smart: The Of-
ficial Guide to Cycling in New York City” in multi-
ple languages.

The out-of-town bicycle sharers expected to enter 
the borough across the East River bridges might not 
know where to find a bike lane, how to turn a Kryp-
tonite chain into a belt, or the best turn of phrase to 
chide cabbies into sharing the road — and that might 
be a good thing, according to professional cycling ed-
ucator Tim Haney.

“The tourists are a little more reserved and not quite 
so confident and that ends up benefitting them,” said 
Haney, who is planning to roll out his own series of 
continuing bicycle education classes through Bike New 
York later this year.

And for Brooklynites who feel wary about cycling, the 
bike-share program is the perfect way to turn a novice 
into a pedal-pushing pro, according to Wachter.

“If it’s a way to try urban cycling without buying a 
bike, that’s awesome,” said Wachter.

Continued from page 1

G TRAIN...

Continued from page 1

BIKES...

IN PRINT
Pick up The Brooklyn 
Paper every Friday 
across Greenpoint, 
Williamsburg, 
Downtown and 
Brownstone Brooklyn. 
Each print edition 
delivers news, arts, 
and entertainment, 
plus our original 
columnists, 
cartoonists and 
the world’s best 
Cyclones coverage in a 
convenient package. It’s one-stop shopping with 
excitement on every page.

ON THE WEB
No one else — no blog, no website, no “news 
aggregator” — covers our neighborhoods with 
the intensity of BrooklynPaper.com. The award-
winning site is 
updated several 
times every 
day, offering 
fresh news, arts 
and features 
— faster, better 
and deeper than 
any other online 
publication. Visit 
it several times a 
day — to stay on top of the greatest city in the 
world: Brooklyn.
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SERVING BROWNSTONE BROOKLYN, WILLIAMSBURG & BAY RIDGE

NOW OPEN IN COBBLE HILL

266 COURT ST. (Between Kane & DeGraw) (347) 799-2902

Call ahead or order online at www.FiveGuys.com

By Kate Briquelet

The Brooklyn Paper

The city is planning a major over-

haul of the base of Atlantic Avenue 

— where pedestrians have been play-

ing a game of “Frogger” since Brook-

lyn Bridge Park’s Pier 6 opened last 

year — and it looks like the pedestri-

ans have won.

The Department of Transportation’s 

plan — to be built out later this sum-

mer — will dedicate much less road-

way to cars and much more space to 

pedestrians and bicyclists.

At Atlantic Avenue and Furman 

Street, the eastbound and westbound 

lanes will be reduced from 40 feet wide 

to 20 feet. Two northbound lanes on 

Columbia Street, about 15 feet each, 

will be shaved down to 12 feet to make 

room for foot traffic.

Here’s a breakdown:

sidewalk and two-way bike path at Co-

lumbia Street, between Atlantic Ave-

nue and the BQE entrance. Barriers 

will separate car lanes and the bikeway, 

which will replace one lane of south-

By Daniel Bush

The Brooklyn Paper

The majority of Catholic 

churchgoers in Brooklyn we 

spoke to disagree with Bishop 

Nicholas DiMarzio’s  edict to ban 

politicians who voted for same-

cial appearances at church events  

and to decline donations from any 

politician who approves of gay 

marriage.
The borough’s top Catho-

lic grabbed headlines last week 

when he made the proclamation 

following the state legislature’s 

couples to marry.

But not all members of his flock 

agree with the bishop stance that 

the law is a “nail in the coffin” of 

traditional marriage that would 

destroy “the single most important 

institution in human history.”

“I take what I need from my 

religion and ignore what I don’t 

agree with,” said Carroll Gardens 

resident Amy Cacciola, who at-

tends mass at Sacred Hearts & 

St. Stephen Church on Summit 

Street at Carroll Street. “He’s a 

bit out of touch.”

Other critics said DiMarzio 

should not have thrust the church 

into the center of a debate that en-

gulfed lawmakers — and capti-

vated the public — for much of 

last month.

Faithful, bishop, at odds over same-sex marriage

Here’s what parishioners from across Brooklyn had to say about Bishop Nicholas 

DiMarzio’s decision to ban state officials who voted for same-sex marriage from 

participating in church and school functions:

“I completely 

disagree [with the 

bishop]. Relation-

ships should be 

based on love — 

don’t mix religion 

and politics.”
Kim Belk, 

Williamsburg 

“I’m proud of the 

bishop. [His posi-

tion] is perfect.”

Maureen Cantone, 

Carroll Gardens

“Churches don’t 

have to be in-

volved in politics. 

I don’t think that 

the church should 

be saying these 

things.”
Humberto Chavez, 

Sunset Park

“Everybody 

should be able to 

get married, no 

matter who it is.”

Richard Martinez, 

Dyker Heights

“I don’t think that the [bishop] 

should be saying these things,” 

said Humberto Chavez, a mem-

ber of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

in Sunset Park. “I don’t think the 

church should be involved in pol-

itics.”
DiMarzio announced his 

edict two days after Gov. An-

drew Cuomo signed the bill le-

advised parishes and schools to 

refuse any awards or honors from 

state officials who supported the 

measure, and barred them from 

appearing at special events such 

as graduations, though not from 

attending religious services.

Shortly after his proclamation 

was released, Our Lady of Mt. 

Carmel’s parish school in Wil-

liamsburg returned a $50 schol-

arship check from Assemblyman 

Joe Lentol (D–Williamsburg), a 

gay nups supporter.

The controversial position also 

sparked an outcry from marriage 

equality advocates, many of whom 

are  planning a celebration at Bor-

A planned revamp for the base of Atlantic Avenue will help prevent 

the “Frogger” style escape people face when they leave Pier 6.

Panel approves more pedestrian-friendly entrance to park

bound traffic on Columbia Street. 

of Atlantic Avenue across from Fur-

man Street will be replaced with a pe-

destrian plaza giving parkgoers stuck 

walking along the Pier 7 fence more 

room to navigate.

at Atlantic Ave and the park entrance 

and a pedestrian island will be built in 

the middle of Atlantic Avenue, between 

Columbia and Furman streets.

will be built on the north side of Atlan-

tic Avenue at the BQE on-ramp. 

The B63 bus will also no longer make 

a U-turn at the base of Atlantic Ave-

nue and instead be rerouted onto park 

roadways, city officials said. 

Since the southern leg of Brooklyn 

By Daniel Bush

The Brooklyn Paper

Get ready for a tidal wave of traffic 

on Pacific Street.

A city plan to  reroute Fourth Avenue 

traffic down Pacific  between Fourth and 

Flatbush avenues goes into effect later 

this month and the change, intended 

to unclog the triangle where Flatbush, 

Fourth and Atlantic avenues meet across 

from developer Forest City Ratner’s 

$1-billion Barclays Center, has some 

residents fearing a never-ending traf-

fic jam on small blocks nearby.

Under the  permanent change , which 

has been pushed back from July 15 to on 

or around July 29, cars headed Down-

town on Fourth Avenue will no longer 

be able to get directly to Flatbush Ave-

nue. Instead, cars headed toward cen-

tral Brooklyn can turn right onto Pacific 

Street, which will change from a one-way 

westbound to eastbound between Fourth 

and Flatbush avenues. Once down Pacific, 

cars can continue onto Flatbush.

For cars headed toward the Manhat-

Kate Briquelet

The Brooklyn Paper

Sayonara, thieves!

A local karate master is so 

fed up with muggings in Fort 

Greene Park that she’s teaching 

women to strike and snap-kick 

any attacker who comes their way 

—with martial arts classes held 

in the greenspace itself.

“Enough is enough!” said 

Beverly Bradley, a 42-year-old 

Bedford-Stuyvesant black belt 

who started to include self-de-

fense moves in all of her body-

toning classes in March. “These 

things make me crazy. You have 

KARATE CHOP 
Sensei teaches self-defense classes 

in crime-plagued Fort Greene Park

Not even reporter Kate Briquelet (right) can match Beverly Bradley’s mugger-beating skills!

Visiting Parisienne Gentry Lane places pooch Napoleon in 

a mock guillotine in the annual Bastille Day celebration on 

Smith Street on July 10. 

In the doghouse
By Alex Rush

The Brooklyn Paper

A new ice cream parlor that just 

opened on the Coney Island Board-

walk could be the first phase of an 

Italian invasion that would trans-

form the People’s Playground’s 

honky-tonk waterfront into a ha-

ven for espresso-loving brunchers 

who controls the lease wants it. 

An Italian restaurateur opened 

Coney’s Cones, a gelato cafe, on 

Saturday, and plans to open three 

more restaurants that will give the 

summer. He is leasing the space 

from Boardwalk landlord Cen-

tral Amusement International, the 

Italian company that runs Luna 

Park and took control of the strip 

last year.
 “The Boardwalk should be a 

place where you can sit outside, re-

co-owner Michele Merlo, who 

opened the shop with business 

partner Julio Gonzalez.

The duo plans to open an Ital-

ian seafood spot called Da Ponte 

(“by bridge” in English,) a yet-to-

be named beer garden, and an inter-

national food court called Mundo 

Espresso with your hot dog?

Italian shops to reshape 

Coney Island Boardwalk

(Spanish for “world”).

The Boardwalk makeover was 

 first reported  by NY1. 

The transformation sets in mo-

tion the vision of Central Amuse-

ments CEO Valerio Ferrari who 

 told us last year  that he would 

like the Boardwalk to become 

more like an Italian piazza than 

a beachfront dive.

“Why can’t you sit down with 

your newspaper and enjoy a coffee 

and the great view of the beach?” 

said Ferrari at the time.

But the news of the incom-

ing Italian invasion is an added 

blow to the old-school Board-

walk businesses who are being 

kicked out by Central Amuse-

ment this fall to make way for 

new eateries. Nine mom-and-

pops first got the boot last year, 

but most of them battled their 

evictions in court and  settled 

with Central Amusement to 

stay on for a final summer . 

The agreement stipulates that 

they cannot protest when their 

leases end on Oct. 31.

But most still insist that they 

are getting a raw deal.

“We developed a beer garden, 

so why are they bringing some-

one else in who is doing the same 

thing?” said Carl Muraco, whose 

Beer Island bar will likely be re-

placed by Merlo and Gonzalez’s 

business. “It doesn’t make any 

sense to be kicking everyone out 

to bring in the same things.”

Gonzalez and Merlo are the 

only people so far that Central 

Amusement has hired to re-Julio Gonzalez, co-owner 

of Coney’s Cones, says that 

his shop has some of the 

best ice cream and italian 

ices in town.

See CATHOLICS  on page 11

See KARATE  on page 11

See ATLANTIC  on page 11

See PACIFIC  on page 11

See CONEY  on page 11

By Natalie O’Neill

The Brooklyn Paper

A group of cyclists is demanding 

that the city paint bike symbols on the 

car lanes in Prospect Park in the wake 

of several bicycle crashes — and park 

officials are listening.

To clear up hazy bike-and-walk-

ing path rules — which shift during 

the park’s car-free hours — cyclists 

are circulating a petition to rejigger 

street symbols to reflect how the park 

loop is most often used.

Petitioner Mark Simpson — who 

broke his elbow in a collision with a 

rogue skater — says the street has be-

ers and rollerbladers, who simply 

don’t know the “bike lane” is actu-

ally reserved for walkers 90 percent 

of the time.

“It’s not clear at all,” Simpson said. 

“You should be able to walk into the 

park and know what to do.”

At least three “serious” accidents 

have occurred in the park this year, 

one of which involved a cyclist who 

Cyclist Mark Simpson wants safer 

conditions in Prospect Park.

MEAN
Streets

The battle for Brooklyn’s byways
See BIKES  on page 11
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parked right outside my 
door on most days,” she 

said. “The fact that the 
community is supporting 
these non-local vendors is 
beyond ignorant.”The Park Slope Civic 

Council and the Fifth Av-
enue Business Improve-
ment District have also 
lodged complaints with 

the Alliance. But Alliance spokesman 
Eugene Patron said that the 

food truck confab will ben-
efit the community.“There are concerns every 

time there is a big change,” said 
Patron. “But we strongly be-
lieve that having something so 
exciting happening at the park 
only increases interest in — and 

exploration of — the neighbor-
hood around it.”Pullicio hungrily dis-

agrees. 
“All the trucks do for us is 

leave a mess for the Sanitation 
Department to clean up with 
taxpayer dollars. So for them 
to swoop in out of nowhere and 
steal away our business in the 
height of our season is beyond 
infuriating.”Susan Povich, who plans to 

make her popular Red Hook 
Lobster Pound truck a regular 
at the rallies, bristles at these 
accusations.  “We are all responsible busi-

ness owners. We clean up after 
ourselves, accrue our fair share 
of expenses and between us, 

By Sarah Zornfor The Brooklyn PaperGrand Army Plaza’s food 
truck rally has become a food 
fight.

The Prospect Park Alliance’s 
decision to expand its  one-
time festival  into a monthly 
event — to be held on the 
third Sunday of every 
month until Oct. 16 — 
has inflamed many lo-
cal business owners.“This neighborhood is being 

exploited by a fad,” fumed Jan-
ice Pullicio, owner of Naidre’s 
café on Seventh Avenue near 
12th Street. “We pay rent and 
taxes in the Park Slope com-
munity. Considering the eco-
nomic hardship of the past few 
years, Prospect Park should be 

By Aaron ShortThe Brooklyn PaperSouthern Brooklyn is on the wrong 

side of the digital divide.Mayor Bloomberg announced that 

the city and AT&T would provide free 

wireless services in 20 parks, includ-

ing Prospect Park, McCarren Park, and 

Brooklyn Bridge Park. But none of those locations are south 

of 15th Street — leaving residents from 

Windsor Terrace to Sheepshead Bay 

feeling digitally duped.Bloomberg defended the program 

in a weekly radio address, saying it 

would give New Yorkers a reason to 

“get outside and enjoy our beautiful 

parks,” while also doing their work 

in them.
“And on a nice summer day, there’s 

simply no better place in the world,” 

The ‘digital divide’
Mayor’s park-Wi-Fi plan cuts off most of boro

Park Slope merchants object to new monthly truck rally

A city program to bring wireless 

Internet into the parks will only 

benefit the ultra-hip northern 

part of the borough, where Wi-Fi 

is practically everywhere already. 

said Bloomberg, who made his fortune 

building technology to help the finan-

cial industry.“We’re digitally behind — there’s 

already little bandwidth here and the 

phone service is terrible,” said Renee 

Giordano, executive director of the Sun-

set Park BID. “We need to bring free 

Wi-Fi to the commercial strip and Sun-

set Park, and bring the community up 

to par with other neighborhoods.”
A Parks Department spokesman said 

that AT&T’s wireless contract does not 

preclude the city from expanding Wi-

Fi to other parks through other arrange-

ments, but there are no plans to do so 

at this time.As a result, the digital chasm between 

North and Southern Brooklyn could 

widen. Studies have shown that individ-

Jennifer Aguirrie can enjoy Wi-Fi 

in Brooklyn Bridge Park, thanks 

to an initiative to get 20 city 

parks outfitted this summer.

Do trucks like these hurt local businesses? Some mer-

chants in Park Slope think so, and are objecting to a 

new monthly “Food Truck Rally” in Prospect Park.

By J.J. Despain and Aaron ShortThe Brooklyn PaperNew York Waterway launched 
its much-anticipated ferry fleet 
on Monday, shuttling Manhat-
tan-bound commuters across 
the East River  for the first time 
since 2009 .

A boatload of giddy pub-

lic officials, including Mayor 
Bloomberg, cut a ceremonial 
ribbon and boarded a 76-foot 
catamaran in Williamsburg to 
celebrate the ship’s maiden voy-
age to Midtown — the result of 
a three-year,  $9.3-million sub-
sidy by the city .Bloomberg called the money 

an investment in the city’s wa-
terfront development. 

“The new ferry service will 
augment growth of Brooklyn 
neighborhoods and make it eas-
ier for New Yorkers to commute 
from and get to these residen-
tial neighborhoods and water-
front parks,” he said.The new service will make 

stops at Fulton Ferry Landing 
in DUMBO, Schaefer Landing 
and Northside Pier in Williams-

By Alex RushThe Brooklyn PaperMost bikinis only charge 
the libido, but a Downtown de-
signer has invented a sun-pow-
ered bikini that can also charge 

iPods.
The Solar Bikini, made by An-

drew Schneider, has USB sock-
ets sewn into the fabric of the 
bottom piece. Schneider, who 
lives on Red Hook Lane between 

Fulton and Livingston streets, 
lined the suit with 40 paper-thin 
panels called photovoltaic cells. 
The panels convert the sun’s ra-
diation into electricity that can 

By Thomas Tracy and Haru CoryneThe Brooklyn PaperThe walls are closing in on 
Rep. Anthony Weiner.The Democratic firebrand 

whose cyber romps with at least 
six women has left his personal 
life and political career in sham-
bles — and has made him a raun-
chy gift that keeps on giving to 
local tabloids and late-night 
jokesters — is within a hair’s 
breadth of resigning, political 
insiders said on Tuesday.Weiner’s impending decision 

comes as fellow Democrats — 
including President Obama — 
encouraged the Sheepshead Bay 
Democrat to step down as “Wein-
ergate” enters its third week.

“If it was me, I would resign,” 
Obama told NBC’s “Today Show” 
on June 14. “Obviously, what he 
did was highly inappropriate. He’s 
embarrassed himself — he’s ac-
knowledged that — and he’s em-
barrassed his wife and family.”

Weiner’s  lurid online romances  
first came to light on May 27, 
when he tried to send a soft core 
tweet of his groin to a 21-year-
old Seattle co-ed, but acciden-
tally sent the picture to his 50,000 
Twitter followers.The seven-term legislator ini-

tially lied that his Twitter account 
had been hacked, but finally came 
clean about sending the raunchy 
photo and  having online relations 
with at least five other women .

Weiner held firm then that 
he would not step down, claim-
ing he hadn’t use congressional 
computers or phones for his cy-
ber dalliances.But more revelations have 

emerged:

come forward disputing Wein-
er’s claims that he never used 

The “Yogi Berra,” part of the new East River ferry fleet, 

docks at Brooklyn Bridge Park in DUMBO.

By Daniel Ngfor The Brooklyn PaperA beloved stuffed animal lost by 
a traumatized 2-year-old in a Cob-
ble Hill playground last month is 
facing torture and a painful death 
— unless the tot’s horrified mother 
meets the “kidnapper’s” demand for 
$10,000 worth of cupcakes.

Gluten- and peanut-free, no 
less.

It might just be a joke — but 

Susannah Bortner isn’t willing to 
take that chance.“I would gladly bake 10,000 cup-

cakes,” Bortner said, thinking of 
her toddler, Donovan, and his lost 
bear, Mr. Bear. “There is a part of 
me wishing this is real.” Alas, it likely is not.But there are a million stories in 

the naked city — few more grip-
ping, heart-rending and less-plau-

‘Kidnappers’ want $10,000 in 
cupcakes for toddler’s darling

David Palmer and Susannah Bortner just want son Donovan’s 

beloved teddy bear back unharmed. Someone responded to 

their “Lost” poster by posting a ransom note below it.

Ready for a charge?

WHO LOVES THE SUN? A Brooklyn designer is selling solar-powered bikinis that 

energize iPods and phones (among other things).

Designer’s solar bikini can power your iPod

burg, and India Street in Green-
point every 20 to 30 minutes for 
14 hours a day. The ferry is free until June 24, 

when water commuters will pay 
$4 for a single ride or $140 for a 
monthly pass. There’s a $1 sur-
charge for bikes.The last company to ferry pas-

sengers across the East River 
pulled up anchor two years ago 

Seven days he’d like to forget

congressional equipment. Lisa 
Weiss, a Democratic volunteer 
from Las Vegas, claimed that 
she and Weiner had phone sex 
on congressman’s private office 
line in August, 2010. And the web-

site TMZ published pictures that 
Weiner, clad only in a towel in the 
Congressional gym, apparently 
sent to another woman.

By Meredith Deliso
The Brooklyn PaperThe Weiner jokes haven’t 

gone limp yet.The Park Slope bar Der 
Kommissar is capitalizing on 
the Midwood congressman’s 
fall from grace with — what 
else? — a hot dog special fea-
turing two “Anthony Weiners” 
for $6

At about six-and-a-half 
inches, this wiener a little big-
ger than average (of course, we 
mean the average hot dog. Get 

your mind out of the gutter). 
The good news is that this An-

thony Weiner is a lot more palat-
able than the congressman.“There’s more kick to them,” 

said griller Joshua Gabriel. 
“They’re meatier and heftier 
than most. And we’ll keep selling 
them until the joke gets old.”

Someone needs to tell him 
that this joke is never going 
to get old.

Der Kommissar [559 Fifth 
Ave. at 15th Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 788-0789].

Slope bar offers two for $6

By Natalie O’NeillThe Brooklyn PaperThe whole country may 
have a beef with groin-
Tweeting Rep. Anthony 
Weiner, but Brooklynites 
say his “scandal” is really, 
um, no big thing.There’s been plenty of 

moralizing over Weinergate, 
but sending sexy photos — 
via phone or Internet — has 
become pretty “normal,” say 
borough singles, sex thera-
pists and shop owners.“I’ve done it,” said Sa-

mantha Bard, owner of 
 Shag, a sex toy shop in Wil-
liamsburg.  “If you stood on 
the corner of Bedford Av-
enue and North Seventh 
Street, I bet eight out of 
10 people would say they 
have, too.”

Or how about nine out of 
10? That’s how many folks 
we interviewed who said 
they had either sent or re-
ceived nude or risqué photos 
via phone or Internet.“It’s not taboo; it’s not 

even weird,” said skate-

Samantha Bard, owner  
of Shag, does it.

Joshua Gabriel shows off the Anthony Weiner at the 

Austrian-styled bar Der Kommissar in Park Slope.

amid complaints that the city 
failed to subsidize the service 
to allow the company to make 
any money.This time around, New York 

Waterway CEO Paul Goodman 
said the city’s support, two new 
piers, and the frequency of ferry 
service would keep their com-
pany afloat.“The city’s subsidizing our 

service allows us to offer rush 
hour frequency which is differ-
ent than any previous attempt to 
provide commuter service,” said 

By Dan MacLeodThe Brooklyn PaperVerizon broke the law — and 
the city let it do so — when it 
installed 20-foot-tall Fiberglass 
poles in historic districts in Green-
point and Flatbush without get-
ting permission to do so.The telecommunications gi-

ant says that it is installing the 
poles as access points to its under-

ground network of high-speed In-
ternet and TV cables. But some of 
those poles are in historic districts, 
and the company  broke the law  
by failing to clear them with the 
Landmarks Preservation Com-
mission — even though it got 
permits from the Department 
of Transportation.In Greenpoint, neighbors 

Turns out new posts are illegal

Verizon has installed a 
new pole on historic Mil-
ton Street in Greenpoint. 
Neighbors are not happy.

See BEAR  on page 11

See FOOD  on page 11

supporting, not hindering, lo-
cal businesses.”Melissa Murphy, owner of 

Sweet Melissa Patisserie on 

Seventh Avenue near First 
Street, agreed. “I am paying so much money 

on rent, and there is a truck 

See WI-FI  on page 11

See FERRY  on page 11

See BIKINI  on page 11

See POLE  on page 11 See SEXT  on page 5

See WEINER  on page 5
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I t is done. My daughter 
will be going to college 
next year — and not just 

any college. She’ll be attend-
ing  the very same institu-
tion of higher education I at-
tended oh, so many, years 
ago. 

Thinking of her wander-
ing the same halls, barging 
into the same classrooms late 
for a lecture, hanging out 
with friends in the same 
cemetery on crisp autumn 
nights or sledding down the 
same hill in winter snows, I 
easily imagine her sharing 
the experiences I had in my 
college days.

Friends say I must be so 
excited my girl’s heading to 
my alma mater and I am, but 
not because I want her to 
have identical adventures as 
the ones that filled my time. 
In fact, she can’t.

Obviously, technology 
has changed the world since I 
first set foot on campus.

Thirty-some years ago, 

Dad’s daughter is going 
to his school, or is she?
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By Scott Sager

The 
Dad

no one had a 
computer, lap-
top, and iPad 
in their room, 
you couldn’t 
watch movies 
except in a the-
ater, there was 
one television 
in each dorm, 
and most kids called their 
parents on pay phones. 

Her classmates have 
changed as well. Students 
today are better measured, 
tested and already higher 
achieving than the motley 
group of friends I met in 
college. 

My daughter and her 
peers have already gone 
through an intense com-
petitive process just to get 
into any college. 

There is even a blossom-
ing industry to help teen-
agers gain an edge through 
testing tutors, essay editors, 
application advisors. 

I know that I will un-

derstand the geography of 
the place when she throws 
around the names of certain 
buildings, but there are so 
many new ones that didn’t 
exist in my day, and others 
that have been wiped off the 
map. Even the town is the 
same, yet different from the 
one I remember, with street 
names I will recognize but 
stores and restaurants I’ve 
never heard of.

The real reason I don’t 
want her to have my uni-
versity escapades is that she 
should have her own.

I have no burning, nos-
talgic need for her to live in 
the same dorms or belong to 

the same clubs I did.
In fact, it’s not my school 

at all anymore. 
I have close friends from 

that time and place and a 
wealth of memories, maybe 
even a little knowledge still 
banging around in my gray 
matter. 

The institution it is today 
is not really the one I knew 
back in the day.

My daughter told me, dur-
ing the application process, 
her one concern about apply-
ing to my old school was that 
I wasn’t all “rah rah” with 
enthusiasm every time she 
mentioned its name. 

I explained that I didn’t 
want her to think going there 
would be like the anecdotes 
I could tell, that her time 
would be anything like mine, 
nor that it should be. 

She would have to find 
her own way and come home 
with her own stories.

Now she’ll have that 
chance, at her school.
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