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By Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

Dangerous Fourth Avenue 
could become a pedestrian’s 
paradise if the city’s newly pro-
posed redesign of Park Slope’s 
thoroughfare goes through, 
backers of the plan say. 

The Department of Trans-
portation’s new proposal for the 
speeding-prone boulevard will 
decrease the amount of lanes 
for cars from three to two in 
each direction, making room 
for wider parking lanes and 
fatter pedestrian islands on a 
28-block stretch of the strip 
from 15th Street to Atlantic Av-
enue, moves which residents 
hope will slow down traffic. 

“Fourth Avenue has been 
a bit of a wild-west show for 
far too long, and I am glad 
that the DOT is taking steps 
to change that,” said Eric Mc-
Clure, a member of Commu-
nity Board 6. “I expect that [the 

FOURTH CRUSADE
City plots pedestrian-friendly redesign of ‘wild’ avenue

A city-proposed plan would eliminate eight left turns 
along Fourth Avenue and widen narrow pedestrian 
islands from two feet to as much as 19 feet at inter-
sections.
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plan] will reduce pedestrian in-
juries and deaths and I don’t 
think that is something we can 
place a price tag on.”

Shrinking traffic lanes will 

Ridge: We hate it

By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

Members of a Bay Ridge 
panel who attacked a plan by 
the city to slow down traffic 
along dangerous Fourth Av-
enue got rear-ended by one 
of the group’s traffic experts, 
who claimed the nay-sayers 
are most likely part of the 
problem on the strip.

Community Board 10’s 
former traffic and trans-
portation committee chair-
woman told the many resi-
dents who complained about 
the city’s plan to redesign the 
thoroughfare —  which a fed-
eral study declared the third-

most dangerous in Brooklyn  
— to make sure they weren’t 
breaking the law the next time 
they’re driving on Fourth.

“All you people com-
plaining, next time you’re on 
Fourth, look at your speedom-
eter and see what speed you’re 
going,” said Doris Cruz, who 
wants to see the city’s pe-
destrian-friendly plan im-
plemented. “Because I don’t 
think you’re going 30.”

Cruz’s comments came 
during a heated debate on 
Monday, when members of 
the board picked apart the 
Department of Transporta-

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

The Force is back with him!
The lightsaber of a real-life Brook-

lyn Jedi that was  stolen 
a not-so-long time ago 
in a galaxy not-so-far 
away  has been returned 
to its owner, ending a 
year-and-a-half-long 
saga that probably 
won’t have any more 
sequels. 

The expensive, 
handmade saber was 
taken from Flynn Mi-
chael by some form of scum and vil-
lainy in September of 2011 when the 
self-described Jedi was hanging out at 

the Project Parlor on Myrtle Avenue 
between Sandford Street and Nostrand 
Avenue, his saber safely stashed be-
neath the bar — or so he thought.

During the subse-
quent search for the 
weapon, Michael, who 
founded New York Jedi 
— a stage performance 
group that teaches Jedi 
moves along with mind 
tricks — put up flyers, 
analyzed surveillance 
video, and even con-
fronted a button-down 
gentleman whom he 

thought to be the culprit. But the tool 
— considered a mark of warrior a cut 

Lightsaber returned to local Jedi

Positive force

By Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

Thank you ferry much!
The city is expanding free weekend 

ferry service between lower Manhattan 
and Red Hook, beefing up the amount 
of trips to retail giant Ikea and adding 
a new stop near the Fairway Market at 
Van Brunt Street.  

The free ferry, which currently runs 

from the Beard Street big-box store 
to Pier 11 near Wall Street every 40 
minutes on Saturday and Sundays, will 
start running every 25 minutes, mak-
ing an extra stop on Van Brunt Street 
thanks to an additional boat provided 
by the city in partnership with Fair-
way and Ikea. 

City officials said they hope that the 
expanded ferry service, which will op-

erate from May 25 through Labor Day 
from 10 am to 9 pm, will boost the 
economy of a waterfront neighborhood 
where dozens of small businesses fell 
victim to Hurricane Sandy. 

“We’re making it easier than ever 
for New Yorkers to get to small busi-
nesses in the area to help the commu-
nity continue to recover,” said Mayor 

Hook ferry expands

The free ferry service between 
Manhattan and Red Hook’s IKEA 
will make an additional stop on 
Van Brunt Street this summer. 
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By Jaime Lutz
The Brooklyn Paper

Finally, hipsters to clean up the 
mess made by hipsters!

A new house-cleaning service 
says it’s using hipster know-how 
and hipsters themselves to put 
a new spin on an old service — 
making sure your commode has 
that fresh-as-sunrise smell.

“It’s kind of how hipsters put 
a new twist on old things,” said 
Cathy Tang, who co-founded  Hip-

stermaid  on the West Coast last 
October and recently expanded 
to Brooklyn, where a large pop-
ulation of young adults is ready 
to clean and be cleaned. “[Our 
employees] are more hipster than 
your average maid.”

Tang claims Hipstermaid’s 
business model has the skinny-
pants set in mind, featuring eco-
friendly supplies, seamless online 
booking, and higher wages — and 
smartphones — for its maids.

In the company’s San Fran-
cisco branch, Tang says several 
artsy types and yoga teachers 
have been brought on to scrub 
floors and wipe windows to sup-
plement their income.

So far, Brooklyn’s maids have 
been slightly less prone to wearing 
black-framed glasses, Tang said. 
The company has mostly hired 
independent cleaners who want a 
more stable income. But the job 
posting is still out there.

A hipster cleaning service 
could be seen as a new kind of 
gentrification — with underem-
ployed college grads occupying 
blue-collar jobs rather than fixer-
upper loft spaces. It also might be 
a sign that hipsters aren’t snobs 
about hard work. 

It’s the latest wrinkle in the 
complicated relationship hip-
sters have with the working class 
— from the brief fad of wear-
ing trucker hats, to people who 

call themselves “poor” because 
they spend half of their income 
on a $2200-a-month Williams-
burg loft.

It brings up a few trivial ques-
tions, too. Who is hiring a hip 
maid? Are successful hipsters 
creating their own for-hipsters, 
by-hipsters economy?

Tang isn’t sure.
“There maybe are hipsters us-

ing our service, but we don’t have 
any stats,” she said.

New maid service targets hipsters

Hipstermaid founders Jack Hoge and Cathy Tang are still hir-
ing funky, cool maids for their blue-collar business.
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Super soaker
The rain couldn’t stop hundreds of neighbors from crowding on to Fifth Avenue for 
Park Slope’s annual Fifth Avenue Fair.
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MEAN
Streets

The battle for Brooklyn’s byways

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Williamsburg hipsters may 
be able to buy their skinny jeans 
while they chug on a PBR be-
cause a new Urban Outfitters 
store set to open in the heart of 
the super-trendy neighborhood 
wants to serve beer. 

The national chain that runs 
the shop wants to open an out-
let on N. Sixth Street between 
Berry Street and Wythe Av-
enue and is applying for a li-
quor license. It is taking its re-
quest to Community Board 1 
Monday night.

Most Urban Outfitters stores 
focus on the fashion sense of 
their clientele, but the com-
pany does feature home and 
garden centers called Terrain 
at stores in Glen Mills, Penn-
sylvania and Westport, Con-

necticut where food and drink 
are served. 

Representatives at the 
chain’s corporate office, who 
have stayed super closed-

lipped about their Williams-
burg stores, did not return calls 
for comment. 

But local media, which 

 STARDATE:  -309617.776 

Help. Found a tiny baby bird 
in my garden and brought it 
in. What can I do? 

—  twitter.com/SirPatStew 

 In this epi-
sode, our he-
roic Captain, Sir 
Patrick Stewart 
— a resident of 
Park Slope who 
played Jean-Luc 
Picard on “Star 
Trek: The Next 
Generation” — relays an emergen-
cy call to space-age veterinarians, 
seeking instruction on how to save 
the life of a small alien being he 
found lying in his hydroponics bay. 
 On the next episode: whatever 
Sir Patrick Stewart tweets about. 

CAP’N’S
LOGChain wants to serve booze in Billyburg

A mysterious Sith Bandit returned a $400 lightsaber that someone 
stole from Jedi Master Flynn Michael a year and a half ago.
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Drinks are not served at this Urban Outfitters on At-
lantic Avenue, but plans to bring a bar to the chain’s 
new outpost in Williamsburg are in the works.

Outfi tted with beer

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Embattled Williamsburg and Bush-
wick Assemblyman Vito Lopez has re-
signed from the Assembly, but he still 
plans on running for the City Council 
later this year.

Lopez (D–Williamsburg), who has 
been wracked by a  sexual harassment 
scandal , resigned effective 9 am on Mon-

day after submitting a terse, one-sen-
tence letter to Assembly Speaker Shel-
don Shilver (D–Manhatan). 

A  report from the state’s Joint Com-
mission on Public Ethics  outlines in 
cringe-worthy detail a litany of accusa-
tions from young, female staffers which 
are turning off even Lopez’s most re-
liable supporters.

 Lopez protege Councilman Steve 

Levin  stuck a fork in his relationship 
with his former ally, saying that the re-
port “shocked and saddened” him. 

“The findings detail behavior that is 
disturbing, indefensible and constitutes 
a breach of the public trust,” said Levin. 
“Due to the circumstances, I think it is 
the best thing for everyone concerned 
that he voluntarily step down.”

Vito resigns from Assembly, but still seeks council seat

Assemblyman Vito Lopez may 
have found himself expelled from 
the Assembly, but he refuses to 
give up on his Council run.

Lopez won’t back down
By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

Police busted a man they say 
burglarized four Bay Ridge busi-
nesses in an 11-day blotter-domi-
nating reign of terror. 

Cops picked up 49-year-old Rob-
ert Attianese on May 15 and charged 

him with  ripping off a bar on Fifth 
Avenue between 89th and 90 streets 
on May 2,  a chain pretzel bakery 
on 86th Street between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues on May 8, a  laundro-
mat on Fifth Avenue between 83rd 
and 84th streets on May 9 , and a 

Cops nab burglar
Police: He fi lled blotter last week

CATS 
For 

MAYOR
A New Yorker for all New Yorkers

cats2013.com
Paid for by Catsimatidis 2013

See LOPEZ  on page 14
See BURGLAR  on page 12

See URBAN  on page 14

See FERRY  on page 6See JEDI  on page 12

See FOURTH  on page 13
See RIDGE  on page 13

Are critics just speeding? 
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By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Drinkers rejoice — P.J. 
Hanley’s is coming back, but 
you’re going to have to call 
it “Ryan’s.”

Carroll Gardens’ beloved 
watering hole and pub, which 
suddenly closed in March, 
will soon reopen under its 
original 19th century mon-
iker. 

Owners of the the 
139-year-old saloon, which 
has been known as P.J. Han-
ley’s since the 1950s, are back 
on good terms with their 
landlords and will reopen in 
the coming months, ending a 
closure that began when  bar-
keep James McGown filed 
for bankruptcy  and closed the 

joint on Court Street between 
Third and Fourth places. 

“He’s been paying the 
rent and doing whatever it 
is he has to do,” said Debo-
rah Hanley, the landlord and 
former operator of the bar, 
who confirmed the plans. 

Back in March, things 
weren’t so peachy. McGown 
said he was readying a bank-
ruptcy auction and that he 
had several investors inter-
ested in buying the watering 
hole that opened in 1874.

But the sale never hap-
pened. Since then, the bar 
with the colorful history has 
been shuttered, with paper 
covering the windows.

Legend has it that mobster 
Al Capone held his wedding 

Historic P.J. Hanley’s will 
reopen with new moniker 

at Coney Island

3015 STILLWELL AVENUE
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
THROUGH OCTOBER 31ST

LIMITED 2013-14 BROOKLYN NETS SEASON TICKETS STARTING AT $40 ARE AVAILABLE THIS WEEKEND! PURCHASE 
YOUR TICKETS AT THE NETS SHOP AT CONEY ISLAND BY MEMORIAL DAY AND RECEIVE 10% OFF YOUR IN-STORE 
MERCHANDISE PURCHASE! VISIT BROOKLYNNETS.COM TO FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN JOIN THE BROOKLYN CHANT!  

Urgent 
Care
in Brooklyn Heights

Mount Sinai  
physicians  
board certified in 
family medicine

Many insurance plans accepted
No appointments needed for urgent care

  

300 Cadman Plaza West

18th Floor

Brooklyn, NY
929-210-6300 
www.UrgentCareBklyn.org

Monday–Friday

1 to 9 pm

Weekend hours  
coming soon

Old bar gets 
older name

P.J. Hanley’s, Carroll Gardens’ old-school watering 
hole, will reopen with a new name — Ryan’s.
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reception at the bar after get-
ting married at the nearby St. 
Mary Star of the Sea. In the 
’50s, John Hanley bought the 
pub, renamed it, and ran it 
until 1995, when he sold it to 
his nieces. They kept the bar 
going for nine years. In 2005, 
the nieces sold the business 
to McGown, but continued 
to own the building.

Even though the bank-
ruptcy is no longer in play, 
McGown and Hanley are 

still battling in court over 
issues related to building 
repairs.

Hanley said she was sad 
that McGown has decided 
to change the name. 

“It’s been in our family 
for so many years,” she said. 
“But it was Ryan’s before it 
was Hanley’s.” 

McGown declined to 
comment on when the bar 
will reopen or its pending 
name change.  

Cuomo and LICH’s future
REPORTER’S 
NOTEBOOK

By Jaime Lutz
The Brooklyn Paper

Earlier this month, when 
Gov. Cuomo  warned Presi-
dent Obama that Brooklyn’s 
hospitals were in crisis , the 
question on the minds of many 
of the residents fighting the 
planned closure of Long Is-
land College Hospital was 
“What took him so long?”

Those hoping to save the 
hospital, which was scheduled 
to close this month before its 
operator, the State University 
of New York, shifted gears 
and decided to  sell it to an-
other hospital  rather than  real 
estate developers , wanted the 
governor to step in from the 
outset of the crisis.

“I don’t know if anyone 
really knows what’s going 
through Andrew Cuomo’s 
mind,” said Roy Sloane, an 
advocate for the hospital and 
the head of the Cobble Hill 
Association. “Everybody is 
telling me that he pulls all the 
strings and makes all the de-
cisions.”

The fact is Cuomo ap-
points 15 of the 18 members 

of the state university board 
of trustees, which voted to 
close the Cobble Hill hospi-
tal, and he appointed Nirav 
Shah, the commissioner of 
the Department of Health, 
who would ultimately be re-
sponsible for rubber stamp-
ing the hospital’s closure — 
undoubtedly with Cuomo’s 
blessing.

Cuomo claims in his letter 
to Obama’s Health and Hu-
man Services secretary Kath-
leen Sebelius that if the state 
doesn’t get $10 billion, Long 
Island College, its sister hospi-
tal SUNY Downstate in East 
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Gov. Cuomo will decide 
what becomes of Long 
Island College Hospital.

Flatbush, Interfaith Medical 
Center in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant, and Brookdale Medical 
Center in Brownsville could 
all be shuttered. The request 
for federal funds to ward off 
Brooklyn’s looming hospital 
implosion could be a sign that 
the governor actually wants 

LICH to survive.
So if a Long Island Col-

lege Hospital closure was 
in the cards, what changed 
the governor’s mind? And 
what is his plan for the hos-
pital now?

Sloane suggested that 
Cuomo might only be speak-
ing out now because he has 
his eye on the presidency, and 
has decided that letting this 
hospital fail will come back 
to haunt him.

Other advocates were sim-
ply glad Cuomo finally broke 
his silence, claiming he is at 
least speaking up for the trou-
bled Brooklyn institution.

“Gov. Cuomo is showing 
incredible leadership in help-
ing to save LICH and keep 
Brooklyn hospitals open for 
care,” said Jill Furillo, the ex-
ecutive director of the New 
York State Nurses Associ-
ation. “The governor and 
his staff are really going to 
bat in Washington to get the 
funding that Brooklyn hos-
pitals need.”

That may be true, but if 
Long Island College Hospi-
tal is to be saved, it will take 
more than Gov. Cuomo step-
ping up to the plate.

Because he is not just a 
player in this game, he is the 
manager, general manager, 
and owner.
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866.795.2344 
lease@bushterminal.com 
882 Third Avenue, Brooklyn

Industrial, Offi ce, Creative, 

Warehouse/Distribution, 

Manufacturing, Retail, and 

Technology.

W H E R E  B U S I N E S S  L I V E S

Convenient access to major 

business hubs. 

Subways & Highways just 

blocks away.

www.bushterminal.com

COMMERCIAL UNITS 
FROM 500SF TO 150,000SF.  

PREBUILT/BUILT TO SUIT

By Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

Mother Nature wiped out 
the final day of the  controver-
sial Great GoogaMooga festi-
val  in Prospect Park on Sun-
day, and some of the event’s 
independent vendors say plan-
ners’ cancellation of the rain-
or-shine event have put them 
out lots of GoogaMoolah. 

The massive weekend-long 
event kicked off last Friday 
and, despite its stated “rain-or-
shine” policy, it was shut down 
on Sunday due to a downpour 
about an hour after revelers 
flocked to Brooklyn’s back-
yard. The Parks Department, 
Prospect Park Alliance, and 
Superfly Presents, the event’s 
organizer, decided to abruptly 
cancel the rainy last day of 
the festival “in the interest of 
safety and prevention of dam-
age to park grounds.” 

That prompted some of the 
vendors who were counting 
on selling food at the event to 
hit the Twittersphere to com-
plain of the money they were 
now going to lose.

“I’m going to wait a cou-
ple of days in good face to 
the organizer and give them 
a chance to sort of rectify the 
situation,” said Jeremy Spec-
tor, proprietor of The Brindle 
Room, a Manhattan restau-
rant, who had dished out his 
signature burgers at the festi-
val, and  claimed the cancela-
tion cost him $15,000 .

Organizers have already 
issued refunds to the hun-
dreds of “VIP” ticket hold-
ers who shelled out $79.50 
for the premium pass. They 
are also refunding leftover 
$1 drink tickets for beer and 
wine. Most of the event-goers 

GoogaMooga gets wet 
Vendors suffer losses at rained out P’Park festival 

got free Saturday and Sunday 
tickets through a raffle. It is 
unclear if the vendors who 
reportedly lost thousands of 
dollars in products and sales 
will be reimbursed. 

“We are in the process this 
week of speaking with each 
vendor and collecting their 
data to assess each individ-
ual situation in our effort to 
find financial solutions,” said 
Jonathan Mayers, cofounder 
of Superfly. He said most of 
the unused food went to food 
banks and food pantries in-
cluding the Food Bank for 
New York City and the Bow-
ery Mission. 

Mayers said that ultimately 
it was the decision of the Parks 
Department and the Prospect 
Park Alliance — which made 
$75,000 off the gigantic event 
— to call it off for the park’s 
sake. 

Not everyone was upset the 
last day of the three-day fes-
tival was canceled.

“Everyone suffered losses, 

but you can’t predict Mother 
Nature,” said Susan Povich, 
owner of the Red Hook Lob-
ster Pound, who served up the 
Van Brunt Street joint’s famed 
lobster rolls at the fest. “And 
if you’re in the outdoor event 
business, you roll the dice. 
You can’t stop the rain.” 

And Greenspace activists, 
who claim that damage from 
last year’s inaugural Goog-
aMooga has still not been 
fixed, said that it was the right 
move to shut down the blow-
out. Still, they claimed dam-
age had already been done, 
thanks to the tractor-trailers 
unloading equipment and 
the more than 40,000 food-
ies and music lovers who de-
scended upon the park Friday 
and Saturday. 

“Right now they are starting 
to remove things, but you can 
definitely see tire tracks and 
marks [in the grass], which is 
understandable because of the 
location and also the weather,” 
said Geoffrey Croft, president 

of the New York City Park Ad-
vocates. “This is not the right 
location — the impacts are far 
too great.” 

Superfly organizers said 
that they will pay to fix what-
ever damage is done. 

GoogaMooga attendees 
reported that this year’s ex-
travaganza did not show any 
signs of last year’s debacle, 
which saw extremely long 
lines  and shortages of grub 
and booze. Organizers even 
 refunded last year’s VIP ticket 
holders who paid $250 for the 
exclusive pass . 

“It was awesome,” said Em-
ily Paolillo of Sheepshead Bay, 
who volunteered as a bike va-
let on Friday to get a free ticket 
for Saturday. “Drinks, music, 
and food are my life.”

Paolillo said that she did not 
wait longer than five minutes 
for tasty treats costing between 
$8 to $12, such as a pulled pork 
slider, pastrami sandwich, or 
a truffle burger. 

Superfly organizers said 
that they hope to bring the 
festival back to Prospect Park 
next year. 

“Our intentions with Goog-
aMooga are to bring a great 
event to this iconic space, cel-
ebrate local businesses, and 
bring people together,” said 
Mayers. “It’s a challenging 
event, but we’re doing it for 
the right reasons.”

The second-annual extrav-
aganza of music, drink, and 
food was held on the green-
space’s Nethermead Field. It 
boasted food stands from 85 
New York restaurants and mu-
sical performances from an 
array of big-time bands, such 
as the Yeah Yeah Yeahs and 
Matt and Kim.

Thousands of people turned out for the second-
ever Great GoogaMooga in Prospect Park last Fri-
day and Saturday. But the massive three-day food, 
music, and drink fest was cancelled on Sunday due 
to rain, leaving behind a muddy mess.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
Je

ff
 K

ra
vi

tz
 

P
ho

to
 b

y 
St

ef
an

o 
G

io
va

nn
in

i



The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-25004  AWP  May 24–30, 2013

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

Learn more about charter schools at what.arecharterschools.com

What are 
charter schools? 
Charter schools are free public schools 
open to all students. They have a 5-year 
contract with a NYS authorizer, and if they 
don’t perform well they are closed.

How do they 
operate?
Charter schools are independent of the 
NYC Department of Education. This gives 
them freedom to use new teaching 
approaches, and even have longer school 
days and school years.

Where do they fit in the 
bigger picture?
It’s all about choice. NYC operates 
a “portfolio system” of public schools. 
This includes magnet schools, 
zoned and non-zoned district schools, 
and charter schools.

How long have they 
been around?
The first charter school in NYC opened in 
1999. Fourteen years later, there are 183 
charter schools located in all five boroughs. 

How do you apply?
It’s easy. There is likely a charter school 
in your community, and you can apply 
to more than one school at once online.

5 things to know 
about NYC charter 
schools

BED BUG PROBLEM? 
OUR SPECIALTY! 

718-855-3019
www.nycgopest.com

Termites
Ants

Restaurants

Roaches
Rodents

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Cops are looking for a 
27-year-old man who they 
say attacked his friend with 
marbles on Nassau Avenue 
on May 14. 

A 30-year-old woman told 
police she was arguing with 
her friend at her apartment 
between McGuiness Boule-
vard and Eckford Street at 10 
pm when he suddenly threw 
marbles at her. He also al-
legedly threw her coffee ta-
ble across the room and it 
shattered. 

The man left, but came 
back the next day, painting 
insults on the cement in her 
backyard, police reported. 

Bottle rocketed
A man tried to break up 

a bar fight that had spilled 
onto Manhattan Avenue on 
May 18 — and got hit with a 
bottle for his troubles.

The 34-year-old man told 
police that he ran to help 
break up a fight that was 
raging outside a bar between 
Berry Street and Driggs Av-
enue at 3:45 am. 

As he was trying to break 
up the fight, a tough guy hit 
him in the face a glass bottle 
and then punched him in the 
face. The victim was taken 
to Bellevue Hospital. The 
brawler has not been found.

The eyes have it
Police are keeping their 

eyes open for a thief who 
stole a doctor’s ophthalmol-
ogy equipment out of his car 
parked on Kingsland Avenue 
on May 7. 

The victim told police 
he parked his vehicle for 
the night near Richardson 
Street. When he when to 
his car at 6:45 am the next 
day,  he found the passen-
ger-side window broken and 
his equipment and a stack of 
compact discs gone.

Train robbery
A sneaky robber stole a 

man’s iPhone from his back 
pocket as he was riding the 
G train on May 12. 

The victim told police 
he was on the Greenpoint-

bound train when he felt 
someone bump into him on 
the crowded train. 

When he got off at the 
Manhattan Avenue stop at 
12:05 am, he discovered that 
his phone was gone.

Stealing pipe
Police arrested a 27-year-

old man who they say pre-
tended to be an employee of 
a contractor so that he could 
steal $1,200 worth of cop-
per pipe from a plumbing 
store on Greenpoint Ave-
nue on May 5.

The manager of the store 
between Manhattan Avenue 
and Franklin Street told po-
lice the supposed contractor 
came in at 1:09 pm and said 
he needed the pipe. He put it 
on the account of a contractor 
the store has worked with in 
the past and walked out with 
$1,200 worth of copper pipe, 
cops reported. 

— Danielle Furfaro

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Bag lady
A 44-year-old woman was 

arrested for stealing the bag 
of a woman shopping in a Ful-
ton Street department store 
on April 23, police said.

The victim told police she 
was in the store near Gallatin 
Place at 5 pm when the purse 
— containing a credit card 
and money — was taken.

Bagged man
A 24-year-old man stole 

clothing, watches, and other 
accessories from a Fulton 
Street department store on 
May 18, police said.

The man was caught on 
tape shoving $1,000 of the 
merchandise from the store 
near Gallatin Place into a bag 
at 1 pm. 

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens-Cobble 

Hill–Red Hook

Man of shield
Police arrested a suspect 

who they say stole the shield 
of a police officer while he was 
breaking up a fight on Colum-
bia Street on May 11.

Police responded to call 
about a fight near Lorraine 

Street at 4:40 pm, and when 
cops broke up the dispute, 
someone stole the officer’s 
shield. The perp was later 
identified in a lineup.

The bully bandit
A red-hat-wearing robber 

tried to steal money from two 
teens on May 20.

• In the first incident, the 
thief approached a 14-year-
old boy on his way to school 
on Henry Street.

The victim was near Sec-
ond Place at 8:20 am, when 
the bully said, “Give me a 
dollar.” He didn’t have any 
money, so the crook slashed 
him on the side of his face.

• In the second encounter, 
the thug wanted cash from a 
15-year-old walking to school 
on Second Place.

The victim was near Court 
Street at 8:29 am when the 
goon demanded the goods, 
but the teen had no money 
in his pockets.

Brass tacks
A musically inclined thief 

stole a trumpet off the stoop 
of a Clinton Street house 
back on March 6, 2011, po-
lice said.

The family told police that 
the daughter was playing with 
friends and left her instru-
ment outside on the stoop 
near Baltic Street at 7 am. 
When she came back at 7 
pm, it was gone. The fam-
ily just reported it missing 
this year, on May 17. 

— Jaime Lutz

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Bully bashers 
Two perps punched a man 

for his iPhone while on a 4 
train as it pulled into the 
Grand Army Plaza station 
on May 17. 

The 23-year-old victim 
told police that was sitting 
inside the Manhattan-bound 
train as it pulled it into the 
station near Flatbush Ave-
nue at 3:50 am. 

Suddenly, one of the two 
young miscreants punched 
him, while the other snatched 
the cellular device from his 
hand. They both fled out of 
the train. 

Bad day at work 
A thief looted an em-

ployee’s wallet while she 
was working at an Atlan-
tic Avenue party store on 
May 17. 

The 23-year-old victim 
told cops that she left her 
bag in the employee coat-
room inside the department 
store near Flatbush Avenue 
at 5:40 pm, and when she re-
turned an hour later she no-
ticed that her pocketbook was 
ransacked. 

The crook got away with 
her zebra-print wallet hold-
ing her credit and debit cards, 
school identification card, 
and Social Security card. 

Cycle robber
A bandit broke into a 

Douglass Street home and 
made off with two bicycles 
sometime between the night 
of May 15 and the afternoon 
of May 16. 

The 51-year-old victim told 
police she was in the house 
between Fourth and Fifth av-
enues from 9 pm on May 15 
to 4 pm the next day when 
the crook busted in through 
the basement door, causing 
damage, and made off with 
a black mountain bike and 
blue woman’s cycle. 

— Natalie Musumeci

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Grand theft
A crook bashed out the 

window of a car parked on 
Fifth Avenue and stole cash 
and jewelry from inside on 
May 15, police report.

The victim told cops he 
left his vehicle between 65th 
and 66th streets at 12:30 am 
and returned 10 hours later 
to discover his driver’s-side 
window in shards and $300 
in cash and a diamond ring 
missing from inside.

Carted off
A lowlife stole a  shopping 

cart — plus a safe and jew-
elry — from a 64th Street 
apartment on May 17, ac-
cording to cops.

The victim reported that 
he left his pad between 13th 
and 14th avenues at 6 am and 
returned at 7 pm to find his 
rear window open and his 
grocery wagon, safe, and two 
gold rings stolen.

Designer crime
A villain broke into a 

car parked on Third Ave-
nue and ripped off a high-
end purse, wallet, and a pair 
of sunglasses on the night of 
May 18, police state.

The victim said she and her 
boyfriend left the vehicle be-
tween 89th and 90th streets 

at 11:45 pm and returned two 
hours later to see someone had 
lifted her Michael Kors wal-
let and pocketbook, as well as 
her Gucci sunglasses.

Bad fortune
A fiend stole a Chinese 

food deliveryman’s car on 
Seventh Avenue on May 
19, authorities allege.

The victim said he left 
the vehicle near the corner 
of 80th Street to drop off 
food at a nearby apartment 
at 10:30 pm. 

He came back 15 min-
utes later to find nothing 
but broken glass in his park-
ing spot.

Razor’s edge
A knife-wielding savage 

held up a woman for her bag 
on Fifth Avenue on May 16, 
cops say.

The victim said she had just 
stepped out of a store between 
85th and 86th streets at 7:50 
pm and when the thug came up 
and demanded her bag. When 
the woman refused, the vil-
lain flashed a blade.

“Don’t make me hurt you,” 
the perp said.

The woman surrendered 
her pocketbook — which con-
tained $500 in cash — and 
the mugger escaped with it 
down Fifth Avenue.

Treasure chest
A burglar bagged more 

than $100,000 in jewelry fom 
a 92nd Street apartment while 
the resident was away from 
April 26 to May 8, accord-
ing to police.

The victim said she left 
her flat between Fifth and 
Sixth avenues — which has 
an unlockable balcony door 
— at 3 pm, and returned 12 
days later at 12:30 pm to find 
her safe missing, along with 
the four watches, 23 pre-
cious rings, 43 gold brace-
lets, three necklaces, four 
gold coins, and $1,750 in 
cash inside.

— Will Bredderman

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Bushwick

Sidewalk brawl
Police arrested a 23-year-

old man who they say roughed 
up two men who were trying 
to enjoy their cigarettes on S. 
Eighth Street on May 15.

The victims, who are 
brothers, told police they 
were smoking near Bedford 
Avenue at 3:24 pm when the 
suspect walked past them and 
gave them a dirty look. 

“What are you looking 
at?” he allegedly menaced. 
“You keep looking at me.”

The tough guy then came 
back and spit at one of the 
victims and punched the 
other one in the face, police 
said. Suddenly, the suspect’s 
friends got involved and it 
turned into a melee, accord-
ing to the report. 

One victim had a cut in-
side his mouth and the other 
one had cut on the side of 
his head.

Bike drive by
A stealthy robber cruised 

by a woman who was walking 
on the Williamsburg Bridge 
footpath and stole her iPod 
on May 15. 

The woman told police 
she was walking on the foot-
bridge at 6:50 pm when a guy 
suddenly biked past her and 
grabbed her iPod out of her 
hand without ever slowing 
down. 

Then he just kept on go-
ing. 

Phone attack
A pair of thugs assaulted 

and robbed a woman while 
she was walking home from 
work on S. Second Street on 
May 14. 

The 29-year-old woman 
told police that she was be-
tween Hooper and Hewes 
streets at 2:30 pm when the 
men grabbed her from be-
hind, slammed her up against 
the wall, and grabbed the iP-
hone out of her hand. They 
then fled eastbound on S. 
Second toward Union Av-
enue.

That’s one way
A verbal dispute turned 

into a robbery when a venge-
ful ex-boyfriend allegedly 
stole his ex-girlfriend’s 
phone on Bushwick Ave-
nue on May 14. 

The victim told police she 
was arguing with her ex be-
tween Scholes and Meserole 
streets at 2 pm when she tried 
to call someone on her phone, 
so he grabbed it out of her 
hand and ran away. 

The 30-year-old woman 
has not seen him since.

Earphones gone
A punk stole a woman’s 

head phones as she headed 
out of the Morgan Avenue 
train station on May 14.

The woman told police she 
was walking up the stairs of 
the station between Harrison 
Place and Morgan Avenue at 
2:15 pm when a teenage boy 
stood in her way. 

“Give me the stuff” he 
said. Then he then grabbed 
the ear phones off her head 
and ran away. 

— Danielle Furfaro

Man loses marbles, hits woman on Nassau Ave.
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Learn more about charter schools at 
what.arecharterschools.com

Eight million of us live and work here. We all share space. 
This city has 1.1 million school children. They share space too.  

Our public schools are colocated together because there are 
more schools than school buildings. Many are district schools; 
some are charter schools. 

But they are all public schools.

Sharing 
space is a 
New York 
thing
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You know them well: Your best friend who now 
wears a t-shirt or hat that says “Don’t forget my se-
nior discount.”  Another friend  can’t wait to go to 
the weekly painting or pottery class at the senior 
center. Or, your friend who now has a specialist 
for every ailment, major or minor, whether it be a 
cardiologist or urologist, proctologist or endocri-
nologist. Or - like my grandmother - who had so 
much time on her hands - she made mischief all 
day by calling all the kids and grandkids, telling 
tales of woe and pitting one against the other.

But forget all these stereotypes. Maybe it’s 
true what AARP and other so-called “experts” 
say: that for baby boomers like myself - retire-
ment is and will be different. The automatic ex-
pectation that you will relocate to South Florida 
to live the “Tommy Bahama” lifestyle just doesn’t 
hold up any more. Brooklyn is not such a bad place 
to retire! If you worked for Con Edison - as I did 
for 31 years - your corporate “retiree” ID will still 
secure admission for you into most museums for 
free, and usually with a guest or two. With the 
money I save, I don’t even have to do “early bird 
specials.” And I do love my half-price Metrocard. 
At $56 a monthly pop, that’s only $672 per year 
compared to the cost of owning a car (and carry-
ing insurance) in almost every major city in the 
US. I’m almost riding on “Easy Street” (as a strap-
hanger, of course!)

Now, if you’re wondering what this particular 
retiree’s daily routine is like, it’s hardly that I wake 
up every day feeling that it’s Saturday. No way! I 
still look forward to the weekend. Because I decided 
to remain on several not-for-profit boards (held over 
from my working life) and even actively serve on 
board committees, I still have commitments.

My fantasy of my first retirement weekday 
was “coffee and The NY Times” (maybe a bagel or 
croissant to complement). What could be better! 
It wasn’t meant to be...at least on the NY Times’ 
part. I could control the coffee, but despite numer-
ous complaints to The Times’ home delivery unit, 
it wasn’t meant to be. They’ve won many Pulitzers, 
but not prizes for home delivery; rather frustrat-
ing. Sometimes it was in my vestibule, sometimes 
not! Sometimes it was complete, sometimes it was 
a partial paper. Even after door-to-door delivery 
was made available, it wasn’t always at my door 
(sometimes my neighbor’s!) Finally it seems to be 
resolved with “door-to-doorknob” delivery. The 
croissants, however, are as good as ever. (If only 
DUMBO’s “Almondine” would open in Brooklyn 
Heights, the experience would be even better!)

When I left Con Ed, I had to transition from 
a company-assigned Blackberry to my very own  
Smartphone. I really needed all that retirement 
time to learn the numerous features of my new 
Samsung 4GLTE. At this point, I am fairly profi-
cient. I realized after using my new smartphone 
for three months that I really didn’t need unlim-
ited data, so I’ve switched plans with Verizon 
Wireless and am now saving about $30/month.

Now if you’re thinking: how does a retiree 

handle finances and/or healthcare? The financial 
transition was easier than I expected. The defined 
pension started arriving almost immediately af-
ter retirement. Ultimately the monthly Social Se-
curity payments will supplement the aforemen-
tioned funding. Like many pensioners, I may be 
taking home more income than I was when I was 
actually working full time. (Who knew?)

Still,I recommend scrutinizing all your ex-
penses. Is there a better cable or wireless plan 
for you? Do you have “loyalty” cards for goods or 
services you take advantage of over and over and/
or “alumni” cards that offer benefits? Are you fa-
miliar with all the AARP discounts offered? As an 
example, I just UPS-ed something down to South 
Florida before I realized I had a pretty substantial 
discount with them through AARP.

The health care transition to Medicare hasn’t 
been as easy as the financial transition. I’d like to 
say at this point: forget everything you’ve heard 
that our healthcare system being an abomina-
tion. I’d like to say it, but I can’t. I’ve had numer-
ous conversations with both Social Security and 
Medicare, all pleasant but nonetheless frustrating 
in different ways, often on hold for 45+ minutes, 
plus two visits to my local Social Security office 
in Boro Hall, which was helpful. And, I’ve been in 
the process of challenging my monthly Medicare 
premium as I write this column, which was con-
fusing from the moment I applied for Medicare. 
I’m on my own with this challenge, with no health 
care “advisor” comparable to a financial advisor. 
(As I finish this column, my Medicare challenge 
seems to have been resolved to my satisfaction.)

At some point in time, I thought better than to 
go “gently into the night” upon leaving the com-
pany. My last day at Con Edison was November 
30th. What with post-Sandy recovery and 12-hour 
shifts throughout November, the retirement party 
I agreed to was postponed until January. And, 
because I shared it with a colleague and “best 
buddy” at Con Edison, I actually had a good time 
at my own party! Best decision I made in 2012.

So why didn’t I stop working earlier, I keep ask-
ing myself? Granted, I would have missed the ca-
maraderie at Con Edison and within the Brooklyn 
business community, the visibility, and the public 
and corporate events I went to representing Con 
Ed.

Regrets, I’ve had a few, as Ol’ Blue Eyes used 
to say. On some days, I regret that I didn’t retire 
earlier to enjoy all the benefits I’d accrued. I real-
ize now that I’ve both outlived and outworked my 
own father. Other days, I regret that I didn’t post-
pone my retirement. So much to do...so little time. 
And miles to go before I sleep... So I just left with 
my “Marty” proclamation, a few months before 
Marty himself will do same.

 The writer is an aging or aged baby boomer, 
depending on his self-perception on any particular 
day, residing in Brooklyn Heights and recently re-
tired from Con Edison after 31 years, the last several 
spent as the company’s Manager of Economic Devel-
opment for Brooklyn.
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Brownstone Boomer Retirement Report

SMILE THIS SUMMER. JOIN THE Y.
WE’VE GOT YOUR VALUE PASS FOR FUN.

Save on summer camp registration when you become a member!

Bedford-Stuyvesant Y
Dodge Y
Flatbush Y
Greenpoint Y

North Brooklyn Y
Park Slope Armory Y
Prospect Park Y

(212) 912-2230
(212) 912-2580
(718) 768-7100

(212) 912-2280
(718) 625-3136
(718) 469-8100
(212) 912-2260

BROOKLYN YMCA LOCATIONS

CALL (855) NYC-YMCA OR VISIT YMCANYC.ORG

Just $200 for an adult or $275 for the whole family!
Summer Membership good from date of join through Labor Day, Sept. 2, 2013

* *

* Park Slope Armory YMCA, Ridgewood YMCA and Flatbush YMCA do not offer a swimming pool. 

Some pricing exemptions and other restrictions apply.

OF NYC TEACHERS
THOUSANDS

THAT’S EQUIVALENT TO SALARIES FOR

THE FILM & TV
 PRODUCTION INDUSTRY GENERATES OVER 

EACH YEAR, 

Clear Healthy Skin
  isn’t it time you call?
Medical Services we accept:
GHI, HIP, 1199, AETNA, CIGNA, UNITED, OXFORD, 
HORIZON, HEALTHNET, MEDICARE, BLUE CROSS, 
MAGNACARE, AMERICHOICE, ELDERPLAN

Cosmetic Services  Botox, Restylane, 
Juvederm, Radiesse, Sculptra, Laser Hair Removal, 
Laser Tattoo Removal, Laser Vein Removal, Torn 
Earlobe Repair, Keloid Surgery…

Coolsculpting  Trim Fat, No Needles, No Downtime

254 Prospect Park West, Park Slope
136 West 17th Street, NYC

Javier Zelaya, MD
Verna Broughton, PA 718.832.3313

Bloomberg. 
The superstorm demol-

ished Red Hook’s massive 
Fairway Market at the foot 
of Van Brunt Street with a 
vicious five-foot surge that 
toppled shelves, ruined thou-
sands of pounds of equipment 
and left the megastore  shut-
tered for four months . 

More than 40 Red Hook 
businesses, including neigh-
borhood favorites such as 
Bait and Tackle, Dry Dock, 
the Good Fork, Red Hook 
Lobster Pound, Steve’s Au-
thentic Key Lime Pies, and 
 Sunny’s Bar  suffered severe 
flooding, loss of power, and 
immense damages after Hur-
ricane Sandy. 

“This is sure to be a ma-
jor boon to the local econ-
omy and help Red Hook 

Continued from page 1

FERRY...

By Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

A bicyclist was struck and 
killed by a livery cab early 
Sunday near the Brooklyn 
Museum in Crown Heights, 
police said. 

The man, whose name 
has not been released, was 
riding his two-wheeler east-
bound on Eastern Parkway 
between Washington and Un-
derhill avenues at about 1:15 

am when he was hit by a cab 
driving in the same direc-
tion, cops said. 

Emergency responders 
rushed the cyclist, who suf-
fered body trauma, to New 
York Methodist Hospital, 
where he died, according 
to authorities. 

The driver of the cab, who 
was not charged with a crime, 
remained on the scene, po-
lice said. 

Cyclist killed
Struck by a livery cab in 
front of Brooklyn Museum 

By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

The beach will be ready — 
but the bathrooms won’t!

The city said its new mod-
ular Boardwalk comfort sta-
tions won’t be ready in time 
for the Coney shore’s official 
opening on Memorial Day. 

The promenade privies — 
put on 13-foot-high pedestals 
to keep them safe from a hur-
ricane storm surge  like the one 
that wrecked the old toilets last 
fall  — will still be under con-
struction when Brooklynites 
hit the beach on the holiday 
weekend. However, the Parks 

NOWHERE TO GO! 

The city’s new modular Boardwalk bathrooms won’t be ready for desperate 
beachgoers on Memorial Day.

Coney’s toilets won’t be ready for Memorial Day

Department promised to pro-
vide temporary commodes to 
relieve those uncomfortable 
with just going in the ocean. 

“Although some work 
will continue past Memo-
rial Day, full accommoda-
tions will be made to open 
up the beaches this week-
end,” said city spokeswoman 
Meghan Lalor. 

Lalor did not say when 
the sleek high-rise outhouses 
would open for business. 

The waterline water clos-
ets have caused controversy 
in Brighton Beach, where  res-
idents of the Oceana Con-
dominiums have raised a 
stink about the elevated la-
trines blocking their expen-
sive views  of the sea. 

The city is also install-
ing the futuristic loos on 
the Boardwalk at W. Eighth 
Street in Coney Island.
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reverse the devastating ef-
fects after Hurricane Sandy,” 
said council Speaker Chris-
tine Quinn. 

The additional Van Brunt 
Street stop along the new 
route is an old, currently 
unused, ferry landing. Free 
transfers connecting Man-
hattan-bound riders to the 
East River Ferry will also 
be a part of the expanded 
service. 

Ikea’s regular $5 weekday 
ferry service,  which was orig-
inally free , will continue un-
changed. 

FOLLOW US ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper
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Titanic steps
This isn’t your teenage heart throb’s Titanic.
A riveting dance performance revolving 

around the famous sinking of the RMS Ti-
tanic is hoping to provide a new perspective 
on the historic tragedy — fusing historical 

facts with imag-
ined occurrences 
during the catas-
trophe.

Slovenian art-
ists, Mojca Ma-
jcen and Michael 
A. Green, as well 
as Valerie Green, 
Artistic Direc-
tor of Dance En-
tropy, New York, 
collaborated on 
the performance. 
One of their goals 
was to uncover per-
sonal stories of vic-
tims. 

“There were Slovenians on the boat and 
three of them survived this tragedy, among 
them a little girl called Ana, but her mother 
didn’t make it.” says Majcen, who stars in the 
“Titanic.Si.”

A central theme of the dance is that of un-
realized dreams. When the Titanic sunk to the 
bottom of the sea, so did many immigrants’ 
dreams of the New World.

The performance, which is being supported 
by the Slovenian Ministry of Culture, is on 
the program of this year’s highly anticipated 
ADaPT Fest. The dance festival is a product 
of ArtBark International, a dance collective 
led by husband and wife team, Stephan and 
Misa Kelly. The festival has opened many op-
portunities to artists such as Majcen, who has 
never performed in Brooklyn. 

“I am really excited,” says Majcen. “It looks 
like a lot of artists live here.”

“Titanic.Sl: ADaPT Fest” at Center for Per-
formance Research [361 Manhattan Ave. Unit 
1, between Jackson and Withers streets, (718) 
349–1210, www.cprnyc.org] May 30, 7:30 pm. 
$10 online, $15 door. — Samantha Lim

DA N C E

She’s the Swedish pop star you didn’t know 
you missed.

Call your girlfriend, because it’s time for 
a Brooklyn shindig where dance hall queens 
(and kings) can celebrate their love for the inde-
structible musician known as Robyn — and get 
weird doing it. 

Hosting DJ duo 
Silent Drape Run-
ners, whose music is 
as fun and unpreten-
tious as Robyn her-
self, are bringing 
their Robyn-inspired 
party this Friday to 
the Bell House in 
Gowanus and it’s 
free, and it’s the best 
chance for fans of the 
singer of “With Ev-
ery Heartbeat” to 
revel together in 
New York City since she was here  last .

“Why NOT Robyn,” said Russ Marshalek, one 
half of the pair who crafted the manic  mashup  
of Canadian singer Carly Rae Jepsen’s “Call Me 
Maybe” with Robyn’s “Call Your Girlfriend.” 

“Sophie and I are both ridiculously inspired 
by her. She’s basically the perfect popstar.”

Even though the beloved Swedish sensa-
tion has a limited canon — her most beloved 
albums, “Robyn” and “Body Talk,” only have 
29 songs between them (depending on which 
versions you buy) — Marshalek said it is never 
a challenge to present new ways of showing 
off her material. The limited theme can ac-
tually take the team’s creativity in interest-
ing directions. For instance, one of the pre-
vious Robyn parties involved a “Call Your 
Girlfriend” dance contest.

But what makes the Silent Drape Run-
ners’ parties really work is that Brooklynites 
come ready and willing to hang with each 
other. 

In other cities, said Marshalek, the social 
aspect of the evening is lost to some fans, whose 
passion for the singer also known as Robin Miriam 
Carlsson gets in the way of their having fun. 

“In Chicago, if it isn’t Robyn every single 
song, people would freak out,” he said.

Though, he added later, there’s plenty of 
fun to be had dancing on your own.

“Wouldn’t you just do it at home where you 
didn’t have to pay $10 for a drink and you could 
be naked if you want to?” 

“Robyn Gets Weird” at The Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. between Second and 
Third avenues in Gowanus, (718) 643–
6510, www.thebellhouseny.com]. May 24, 
10 pm. Free. — Jaime Lutz

Don’t stop 
M U S I C

Don’t miss a Bar Scrawl. 
Find them all at 

BrooklynPaper.com

RERUN GASTROPUB
THEATER

RERUNTHEATER.COM
WWW.

162 Montague St, 2nd Fl, Brooklyn Heights
(718) 522-5555/58  Fax: (718) 522-7555
www.nanatori.com  OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

FREE
DELIVERY

$10 
MIN

Fine Japanese cuisine, 
plus full sushi bar, for 

lunch or dinner

Since 1985

S T E A K H OU S E

GREAT STEAKS
GREAT VALUE

Open 7 Days for Lunch, Dinner, & Private Parties

9519 Third Avenue, Bay Ridge
(Between 95th & 96th Streets)

718-745-3700
www.EmbersBayRidge.com
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By Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

A 
crisp, refreshing glass of iced 
coffee is the perfect way to cool 
down this summer as tempera-

tures begin to soar. Truly the unof-
ficial drink of the summer season, 
the iced brew is one that borough 
baristas have perfected with pre-
cise steeping techniques and bold 
blends. 

Behold our favorite java joints to 
quench your chilled coffee cravings 
on a sweltering day:

Naidre’s Cafe
Baristas at this quaint shop serve 

up chilled Counter Culture Coffee 
using the Japanese method of brew-
ing iced coffee, in which the hot, 
fresh coffee drips directly onto the 
ice, making for a rich taste. 

“It’s brewed with half the hot wa-
ter over the ice and the ice makes up 
for the water that lacks in the brew 
process,” said roaster Colin Kelly. 
“It’s semi-instant coffee – it’s just 
brewed and it’s done.” 

[384 Seventh Ave. between 
11th and 12th streets in Park Slope, 
(718) 965-7585]. Small, $2.50; large, 
$3.75. 

Toby’s Estate
Java fanatics just get a kick out of 

this chic caffeine house that sources 
its coffee beans from small farms 
around the world. A roastery and a 
coffee bar, Toby’s Estate makes its 
iced coffee by steeping the coffee 
grounds over night for 18 hours. 

“When you brew coffee in this 
method you get a lot more concen-
trated flavors,” said Ally Caran, the 
joint’s coffee educator. “It’s a much 
more syrupy beverage.”

Along with seasonal house 
blends, this coffee shop even of-
fers up a single-origin chilled coffee, 
which Caran says is a rarity. 

The beans for the current sin-
gle-origin iced coffee are sourced 
from Columbia. 

[125 N. Sixth St. near Berry 
Street in Williamsburg, (347) 457-

6160]. House blend, $3.75; single-
origin $4.25. 

D’Amico Foods
This 74-year-old no-frills 

family-owned shop where 
sacks of coffee beans line 
the walls has been blending 
and roasting its own fine 
coffee for decades.

“I truly believe that the 
reason why our coffee is 
so popular is because of 
the freshness of it and with 
roasting it on a daily ba-
sis,” said co-owner Joan 
D’Amico. 

Caffeine junkies can 
take their pick from the 
iced house blend, hazel-
nut, or French vanilla fla-
vored coffee from the 
neighborhood staple. 

[309 Court St. near 
Degraw Street in 
Carroll Gardens, 
(718) 875-5403]. 
Small, $2; large, 
$2.75. 

Breukelen 
Coffee 
House 

Through a lengthy 
process, this trendy cof-
fee house, which hosts DJs 
and art openings by night, cold-
brews its iced coffee using its ro-
tating selection of Stumptown cof-
fee blends. 

“We grind it really coarsely and it 
sits in cold water for 18 to 24 hours,” 
said barista Amy Lowell. “You get 
way more caffeine when you cold 
brew coffee.” 

[764 Franklin Ave. near St. Johns 
Place in Crown Heights, (718) 789-
7070]. Small, $2.75; large $3.50. 

Cold comfort
It’s fi nally iced coffee season! Here are our top picks

Caffeinated class: Coffee 
educator at Toby’s Estate Ally 
Caran teaches the virtues of 
the Basil Mint Iced Latte. The 
coffee bar has got a big red 
roaster (above) and tables to 
enjoy the brews (below).
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games, and food. $5. 5 pm–12 am. 
Aviator Sports [Hangar 5 at Floyd 
Bennett Field, Brooklyn in Mill 
Basin, (718) 758–7550], www.avia-
torsports.com/camps. 

DANCEAFRICA: the nation’s largest 
festival dedicated to African Dance, 
presents performance, art, fi lm and 
community events in one venue. 
$20. 7:30–9:30 pm. BAM - Peter 
Jay Sharp Bldg. [30 Lafayette St. at 
Ashland Place in Boerum Hill, (718) 
636–4100], www.bam.org. 

SAT, MAY 25
MUSIC, A CAPELLA LEONARD 

COHEN: The Conspiracy of Beards 
is an a capella group of nearly thirty 
guys whose one-and-only muse is 
the famed singer, songwriter, and 
poet of such hits as “Suzanne,” “So 
Long, Marianne,” and “Sisters of 
Mercy.” $5. 8 pm. Cloud City (85 
N. First St. between Wythe Avenue 
and Berry Street in Williamsburg), 
www.facebook.com/cloudcitybk. 

MUSIC, ROCK CONCERT: Closenuf 
brings original music to the stage 
in this Not Too Far tour. $10. 9 pm. 
Bar Matchless [557 Manhattan Ave. 
and Driggs Avenue in Williamsburg, 
(718) 383–5333]. 

SALES/MARKET, FARMERS MARKET: 
Vendors include Migliorelli Farm, 

Tierra Farm, Fort Greene’s Le Petit 
Bakery and many more. Free. 10 
am. Albee Square Farmers Market 
(Fulton and Bond Street in Down-
town). 

ART, BATTLE OF BROOKLYN EX-
HIBIT: See Friday, May 24. 

ART, SCENIC GOWANUS: 8 am–2 am. 
See Friday, May 24. 

MUSIC FOR CITY KIDS: Come join 
in the fun at Music for Aardvarks 
classes with AudraRox Inc. - a mu-
sical experience for families with 
children ages birth to 5 years. 
$275. 10am. Caribou Baby [272 
Driggs Ave. in Greenpoint, (347) 
460–2229], www.cariboubaby.com/
products/music-for-aardvarks-and-
other-mammals-with-audrarox-inc. 

LEARN TO RIDE: Urban rangers teach 
children how to pedal off. Bring 
your own bike and helmet. Free. 10 
am–1 pm. McCarren Park (Bedford 
Ave. at 112th Street in Greenpoint), 
www.nycgovparks.org. 

ART, ARTISTS WITH MONEY: A new 
art exhibit called “Money” is show-
casing a variety of works by twelve 
local and international artists featur-
ing their interpretations of currency 
— such as buttons instead of coins, 
illustrated bills worth only as much 
as they’re beautiful, and coded 
money that visitors can scan with 
their smart phones. Free. 11 am–5 
pm. Tomato House [301 Saratoga 

FRI, MAY 24
ART, BATTLE OF BROOKLYN EX-

HIBIT: Battle Pass-Revolution IV, the 
third and last exhibit of the Proteus 
Gowanus Battle theme, explores 
the pathos of the Battle of Brook-
lyn, featuring artists, and educators. 
Free! The Old Stone House [336 
Third St. between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, (718) 768–
3195], www.theoldstonehouse.org. 

ART, SCENIC GOWANUS: Park Slope 
artist Jeff Faerber is curating an 
upcoming art show dubbed “Gow-
anus in Gowanus” that will feature 
the artists who all share an aesthetic 
appreciation for the historically 
industrial neighborhood. 8 am–2 
am. Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St, be-
tween Third and Fourth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], www.
littlefi eldnyc.com. 

BENEFITS TRAINING: Learn the 
ins and outs of obtaining Social 
Security benefi ts. Registration is 
required. Sponsored by NAMI East 
Flatbush, Inc. Free. 8:30 am–4:30 
pm. Kings County Hospital Center 
[451 Clarkson Ave. T bldg. in Pros-
pect Heights, (718) 512–5269]. 

ART, CANCER JOURNAL: The ex-
hibition is organized around the 
recent publication of Relatively 
Indolent but Relentless, a graphic 
journal Matt Freedman wrote last 
Autumn about his dealings with 
cancer. Free. 1– 6 pm. Studio10 [56 
Bogart St., (718) 852–4396], www.
studio10bogart.com. 

NATURES HELPERS: Families are 
encouraged to take part in a tour 
of the park and help keep it clean, 
gloves, bags and trash grabbers 
provided. Free. 1–2 pm. Prospect 
Park Audubon Center [Enter park 
at Lincoln Road and Ocean Avenue 
in Prospect Park, (718) 287–3400], 
www.prospectpark.org/audubon. 

ANIMAL ENCOUNTER: Children meet 
Snappy the turtle and meet with 
staff to learn about the animals at 
the park. Free. 1–2 pm. Prospect 
Park Audubon Center [Enter park 
at Lincoln Road and Ocean Avenue 
in Prospect Park, (718) 287–3400], 
www.prospectpark.org/audubon. 

NATURE ON THE GO: A naturalist 
leads children and families around 
the center, where they learn about 
what’s all around the park. Free. 
1–2 pm. Prospect Park Audu-
bon Center [Enter park at Lincoln 
Road and Ocean Avenue in Pros-
pect Park, (718) 287–3400], www.
prospectpark.org/audubon. 

DANCE AND CHINESE LANGUAGE 
CLASSES: The Laurel Project is 
New York City’s premiere Chinese 
enrichment program, drawing on 
years of experience with a proven 
pedagogical method—engage, in-
spire and absorb! We train children 
through two languages: Manda-
rin and the universal language of 
dance. $405/season. 3:45 – 5:45pm. 
Spoke the Hub (748 Union St.; Near 
Sixth Avenue in Park Slope), www.
laurelproject.com. 

THE KINGS COUNTY FAIR: The Avia-
tor Sports and Events Center hosts 
this family event featuring rides, 

Ave. between Pacifi c and Dean 
streets in Bedford Stuyvesant, (347) 
770–7813], www.tomatohouse.org. 

GRAND RE-OPENING: After a long 
winter the Aquarium is re-opening. 
General admission. 11 am–4 pm. 
New York Aquarium [602 Surf Ave. 
between W. Eighth and W. Fifth 
streets in Coney Island, (718) 265–
3448], www.nyaquarium.com. 

MIXED HERITAGE STORYTIME: 
Children’s authors Sylviane Diouf, 
Toyomi Igus and Selina Alko read 
from their books and celebrate 
mixed and international heritage 
and rich diversity within families 
and communities. Free. 11 am–12 
pm. Brooklyn Historical Society [128 
Pierrepont St. at Clinton Street in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY COOKIE MON-
STER: Celebrate the blue cookie 
muncher’s happy day and enjoy 
cookies and milk in his honor. Free 
with Museum admission. 11:30 
am–12:30 pm and 2:30–3:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks Avenue 
in Crown Heights, (718) 735–4400], 
www.brooklynkids.org. 

PINOCCHIO: For children ages 3 years 
old and up. The classic story comes 
to life on the puppet stage. $9 ($8 
children). 12:30 and 2:30 pm. Pup-
petworks [338 Sixth Ave. at Fourth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 965–
3391], www.puppetworks.org. 

ART, CANCER JOURNAL: 1– 6 pm. 
See Friday, May 24. 

BUILD A BIRDFEEDER: Children learn 
how to use different materials to 
help out our feathered friends get 
food. Free. 1 pm. Salt Marsh Nature 
Center [3302 Avenue U in Marine 
Park, (718) 421–2021]. 

HISTORY IN YOUR HANDS: Children 
learn how to process wool into yarn, 
card, spin and use a drop spindle 
and even make a felt ball to take 
home. $3 (Children free). 1–2 pm. 
Lefferts Historic Homestead [452 
Flatbush Ave. between Empire 
Boulevard and Eastern Parkway in 
Park Slope, (718) 789–2822], www.
prospectpark.org. 

JUNIOR ENGINEER: Clocks: Chil-
dren over 4 years of age learn all 
about the clocks at Grand Central 
Terminal and learn about Jake 
the Clockmeister and design their 
own version. Free with Museum 
admission. 1:30 pm. New York 
Transit Museum [Boerum Place at 
Schermerhorn Street in Downtown, 
(718) 694–1600], www.mta.info/
mta/museum. 

WE BUILD NY: Just for tweens - bud-
ding sketch artists use software to 
create big city sketches and com-
puter assisted designs. For children 

WHERE TO
SATURDAY
May 25

Story time
Selina Alko’s “I’m 
Your Peanut Butter 
Big Brother” is a lyri-
cal and jazz-like chil-
dren’s book about a 
big brother to-be 
featuring such beau-
tiful lines as “I blend 
from semisweet dark 
/ Daddy chocolate 
bar and strawberry 
cream Mama’s milk.” 
Alko and two other 
authors will present 
at this lively reading 
for kids.

11 am at Greenlight 
Bookstore [686 Fulton St., 
at South Portland Avenue 
in Fort Greene, (718) 
246–0200, greenlight-
bookstore.com]. Free.

SUNDAY
May 26

Work it
Experiencing writ-
er’s block? Join 
screenwriter Pete 
Jensen for a free 
Gotham Writers 
Workshop fiction 
writing class focus-
ing on generating 
ideas and storytell-
ing techniques. 
Spend your extra 
free time this memo-
rial day weekend 
getting your creative 
juices flowing. 

2 pm at Word Bookstore 
[126 Franklin St. at Milton 
Street in Greenpoint, 
(718) 383–0096, www.
wordbrooklyn.com]. Free.

TUESDAY
May 28

English folk
Award-winning 
singer songwriter 
Laura Marling is a 
twenty-three year old 
British folk musician 
whose songs deal 
with mature subject 
matter such as the 
responsibilities of 
womanhood. She 
sings with a wise-
sounding voice and a 
rhythm that draws 
you in steadily.

8 pm at Roulette [509 
Atlantic Ave. at Third 
Avenue in Boerum Hill, 
(917) 267–0363, roulette.
org]. $30.

WEDNESDAY
May 29

Good times
Photos drive the bus! 
Editor Ben Cosgrove 
and photo editor Liz 
Ronk talk about the 
history of LIFE Mag-
azine and present 
some of the most 
iconic images from 
the famed weekly. 
Learn about the 
industry back in the 
day, and how it’s 
changed in the inter-
net age.

7 pm at BookCourt [163 
Court St., between Dean 
and Pacific streets in 
Cobble Hill, (718) 875–
3677, www.bookcourt.
com]. Free.

THURSDAY
May 30

Thirsty for 
music
From spiritual Baptist 
hymns to Guyanese 
waterfall crossing 
songs — presumably 
songs sung on the 
occasion of crossing 
over a waterfall — 
the Harborlore Festi-
val is bringing some 
of the most riveting 
folk artists to per-
form traditional mari-
time songs.

7 pm at Jalopy Theatre 
[315 Columbia St. 
between Hamilton 
Avenue and Woodhull 
Street in Columbia 
Waterfront District, (718) 
395–3214, jalopy.biz]..
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CLEARANCE
SALE

MAY 17 – JUNE 16
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DellaRobbia floor models, lighting, 
art prints, office & media cabinets, 

and rugs. 40% to 80% off.

866.701.3263 H 718.969.3144
www.PROMOTIONALEMPIRE.com

1 33226633 7188 996699 3
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CORPORATE & TEAM
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CUSTOM APPAREL
H T-SHIRTS

ONLY

$295

H CAPS/HATS  H UNIFORMS
H JACKETS      H BACK PACKS
H BAGS           H TROPHIES

H Staff Shirts 
H Giveaways
H Family Reunions
H School/Camps
H Organizations/Events

(Screen Printed or Embroidered) CALL FOR FREE
CATALOG

866.701.3263 H 718.969.3144

*SAME DEAL:

SWEATSHIRTS $495 EACH

EACH
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THE QUEENS
2013

QueensCourier.com

YOU NAME IT, WE GOT IT!!!
(We can customize your art, logo, messages on anything!)

Pens (All Types)
Bags (Plastic/Paper)

Calendars
Water Bottles

Awareness Bracelets
Food Gifts

Corporate Gifts
Badges & Buttons

Electronics
Calculators

Computer Accessories
Eco Friendly Products

Your Business Card
Their Refrigerator

Full Color
Magnetic Business Cards
10 ¢ each Minimum 1,000

YOUR PROMOTIONS
SUPERMARKET
SINCE 1995

Parading: Zalika Cuffy Scott, Uniq Jeanette Peter, Aliyah Parris, 
Burundi Johnson Chung, and Jeanine Johnson are part of the 
Brooklyn Jumbies, who are featured in a new book about an artist 
and collaborator presenting her work on May 25.
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TELECHARGE.COM 212.239.6200  Barrymore Theatre, 243 W. 47th St.  MACBETHONBROADWAY.COM
ONLY 45 PERFORMANCES REMAIN!

 “A TRIUMPH! A DARK, VISCERAL, BRAVURA SHOWCASE.

  ALAN CUMMING IS DAZZLING.” 
- NEWSDAY

 “mesmerizing theater.  it hits the damnED spot.”
- ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY

  AN ACT OF OLYMPIC SKILL. IT’S IMPOSSIBLE TO STOP WATCHING.”
“A TOUR-DE-FORCE THAT REDEFINES THE TERM!

-ASSOCIATED PRESS

you can
change a

child’s future.

BAR SCRAWL By Bill Roundy

The Saint Catherine [660 Washington Ave., at Bergen Street in Prospect 
Heights, (347) 663–9316, www.thesaintcatherine.com]. Open Sun–Thu, 8 
am–2 am; Fri, Sat, 8 am–3 am.

By Will Levitt
for The Brooklyn Paper

O
utside of Naples, Italy, the fierc-
est contest for best pizza is right 
here in Brooklyn. 

There are the old-school, such 
as Grimaldi’s under the Brooklyn 
Bridge, that have been serving up 
the good stuff for years, and there 
are the new standbys Roberta’s and 
Paulie Gee’s, where on a busy Satur-
day night hungry customers wait for 
hours to taste the wood-fired pies. New 
or old, they all raise the bar on pizza 
perfection — and the latest member 
of the elite in-crowd is Saraghina in 
Bedford Stuyvesant.

Though the eatery’s Margherita 
will satisfy even the most discern-
ing pizza-lover, a recent standout is 
the more creative Coppa e Carciofi, 
which comes topped with fresh moz-
zarella, spicy Italian salami and ar-
tichoke hearts. 

The pie is centered around the 
coppa, an Italian cured salami made 

from the neck of a pig, which be-
comes salty, fatty, and fragrant atop 
the warm pie. The artichoke hearts, 
marinated in chili flakes and garlic, 
are meaty on their own, and hold up 
well to the coppa and bubbly mozza-
rella. And though slightly less flavor-
ful than some of the competition, the 
dough is beautifully charred in Sara-
ghina’s wood-burning oven, which 
reaches up to 900 degrees. 

It’s a carefully crafted pizza good 
enough to make the competition 
raise their eyebrows. 

Finding a new standout in one of 
the most pizza-obsessed cities on 
earth is not easy, but when one ar-
rives, it’s something worth celebrat-
ing. Though Saraghina is a bit of a 
trek for some, if you get close enough, 
the smell of the pizza from down the 
street will draw you into the restau-
rant’s warm glow.

Saraghina [435 Halsey St. at 
Lewis Avenue in Bedford Stuyve-
sant, (718) 574–0010 www.sara-
ghinabrooklyn.com].

Doughing the competition
Bed-Stuy Saraghina’s coppa pizza joins the greats

By Samantha Lim
for The Brooklyn Paper

H
is character may be 
wrapped up in illusory 
aspirations, but John 

Turturro remains grounded 
in his performance at a play 
at the Brooklyn Academy of 
Music. 

Turturro stars as an ambi-
tious architect in the Henry 
Ibsen play “The Master 
Builder,” one of BAM’s the-
atrical highlights this spring. 

During an artist talk with 
Turturro and director, An-
drei Belgrader, Belgrader 
described the drama of the 
play.

“[Turturro’s character Hal-
vard Solness] has a wife and 
an office and he does all sorts 
of evil things [with his secre-
tary] that I will not disclose. 
It’s too shameful,” he said. 

“Then some young girl 
just shows up and miracu-
lous things start.”

Actor Katherine Borow-

itz is perfectly admirable 
in her pitiable portrayal of 
Alice Solness, the master 
builder’s guilt-stricken wife. 
Wrenn Schmidt, who plays 
the child-temptress, Hilde 

Wangel, charms the master 
builder and the audience with 
her burning eyes and beguil-
ing body language. 

“There is a lot of sexual, 
esoteric, and philosophical 
tension provoked by the girl, 
who is an extraordinary be-
ing. Things start moving 
into a very unusual direc-
tion,” said Belgrader. 

“For those of you who have 
read it, I beg you to forget 
how it ends so you can be 
surprised. But you will still 
be surprised.” 

Turturro said he has a 
personal connection with 
the play.

“I thought there was some 
kind of savage and really el-
emental theme,” said Tur-
turro. 

“It was a play I had worked 
on at Yale. My father was a 
builder, so maybe that’s why 
I picked it up.”

It’s not the first time Tur-
turro has worked with the di-
rector. BAM audiences first 
saw Belgrader and Turturro 
collaborating on the Samuel 

Beckett play “Endgame” in 
2008. However, the duo goes 
back a long way back.

“I thought (Turturro) was 
brilliant right away. I did. I 
actually did. Even though that 
was a horrible class,” recalled 
Belgrader.

Despite the play’s concep-
tion more than a century ago, 
its multilayered themes are fa-
miliar to audiences today. Its 
allure lies in the unmasking 
of man’s egoistic nature.

“When you look at tiny 
children. They want to be the 
only child in the world And 
that doesn’t always go away,” 
said Belgrader. “What makes 
the play interesting is that it 
has a universal something 
that’s very recognizable.” 

The production is an at-
tempt to make the play more 
accessible for audiences who 
aren’t necessarily familiar 
with the material, which 
can be an arduous task to 
learn and perform, said Tur-
turro. 

“This is a much thinner 
translation. We’re trying to 
make it alive so people stay 
awake,” laughed Turturro. 

“When you have all of [the 
passages], it’s like climbing 
up a mountain with a big 
backpack. You can’t play it 
and you can’t receive it be-
cause the actor has to do all 
these pyrotechnics… If you 
can make a production that’s 
vital, then people can relate 
to it for long time.”

A master at work
Turturro stars in new play at BAM

Meat dish: The Coppa e carciofi pizza is the cured pork-neck and 
artichoke pie at Saraghina that you must try.
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Don’t speak: Knut Brovik (Julian Gamble)’s pleas fall upon the deaf ears of the 
cold-hearted master builder (John Turturro).
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“The Master Builder” 
at BAM Harvey Theater 
[651 Fulton Street, (718) 
636–4100, www.bam.
org]. Through June 9, 
various times.
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By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

T
hese fetishists love their 
chains.

The City Reliquary’s Bike Fe-
tish Day in Williamsburg is return-
ing to bring its special brand of cel-
ebrating everything bicycle.

“We use the word ‘fetish’ because 
it describes the bicycle as an object 
of irrational reverence or obsessive 

devotion,” said City Reliquary pres-
ident Bill Scanga. 

The festival, now in its ninth year, 

gives bike lovers of all stripes an ex-
cuse to bond over their wheels. 

“There are so many different groups 
of people using the bicycle in so many 
ways,” said Scanga, mentioning Bush-
wick’s Puerto Rican Schwinn Club 
and bike messengers. “So, this is an 
event about New York City diversity 
as seen through the bicycle.”

There will be food, vendors and 
a variety of competitions, includ-
ing best mutant bike, best handmade 

bike, and best ugly bike. 
“I like ‘fastest looking bike’ as a [com-

petition] category,” Scanga said. 
Mostly, he’s hoping that riders 

show up with as many weird bikes 
as possible. 

“I hope we get some ‘tall bike’ 
clubs this year,” Scanga said. “Puerto 
Rican clubs, like the Classic Rid-
ers and the Puerto Rican Schwinn 
Club, bring bikes that are absolutely 
magnificent.” 

Chain, chain, and chain
Bike Fetish Day will celebrate bicycle worship 

Bike-zilla: Bushwick resident George Sanchez wowed the judges with his 
pedal-powered machine, winning the award for best mutant bike last year.
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m Bike Fetish Day at the City Reli-

quary [370 Metropolitan Ave. 
between Hope and Grand streets 
in Williamsburg, (718) 782–4842, 
www.cityreliquary.org]. May 25, 
noon–6 pm.

B I K E S

9 years and older. Regis-
tration requested. Free 
with Museum admssion. 
2–4:30 pm. New York 
Transit Museum [Boerum 
Place at Schermerhorn 
Street in Downtown, (718) 
694–1792], www.mta.info/
mta/museum. 

THE KINGS COUNTY FAIR: 
5 pm–12 am. See Friday, 
May 24. 

READING, STILTS DANC-
ERS: This artist has spent 
a decade making fi lms, 
creating costumes, and 
even running errands on 
the low ground — ensur-
ing everyone’s got their 
emergency kits — for tow-
ering stilt dancers known as 
“moko jumbies” in Brook-
lyn and abroad. She will be 
presenting a book on her 
work thus far. Free. 5 pm. 
Greenlight Bookstore [686 
Fulton St. between S. El-
liott Place and S. Portland 
Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(718) 246–0200], green-
lightbookstore.com. 

DANCEAFRICA: 7:30 pm. See 
Friday, May 24. 

SUN, MAY 26
ART, BATTLE OF BROOK-

LYN EXHIBIT: See Friday, 
May 24. 

ART, SCENIC GOWANUS: 
8 am–2 am. See Friday, 
May 24. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY COOKIE 
MONSTER: 11:30 am–12:30 
pm and 2:30–3:30 pm. See 
Saturday, May 25. 

PINOCCHIO: 12:30 and 2:30 
pm. See Saturday, May 25. 

THE KINGS COUNTY FAIR: 
1 pm–11 pm. See Friday, 
May 24. 

ART, CANCER JOURNAL: 1– 
6 pm. See Friday, May 24. 

HISTORY IN YOUR HANDS: 
1–2 pm. See Saturday, 
May 25. 

JUNIOR ENGINEER: Clocks: 
1:30 pm. See Saturday, 
May 25. 

SINGLES, FRIEND GROUP: 
Group forming for women 
48 to 65 to go to movies, 
lunch, dinner, shows and 
trips. Meet each week. 

No walk-ins - Reservations 
a must. 2 pm. El Greco 
Dinner [Sheepshead Bay 
Rd. and Emmons Avenue 
in Sheepshead Bay, (718) 
336–7908]. 

MON, MAY 27
ART, BATTLE OF BROOK-

LYN EXHIBIT: See Friday, 
May 24. 

ART, SCENIC GOWANUS: 
8 am–2 am. See Friday, 
May 24. 

YOGA FOR SENIORS: Seniors 
get fi t at Marine Park. Free. 
11 am. Nature Center [Ave. 
U and E. 32nd Street in Ma-
rine Park, (718) 760–6999], 
www.cityparksfounda-
tion.org. 

MEDAL DAY: Explore the 
importance of community 
helpers, especially the role 
of soldiers. Children 5 years 
old and younger say thank 
you to a special person and 
decorate a medal to take 
home. Free with Museum 
admission. 11:30 am–12:30 
pm and 2:30–3:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Children’s Mu-
seum [145 Brooklyn Ave. at 
St. Marks Avenue in Crown 
Heights, (718) 735–4400], 
www.brooklynkids.org. 

MUSIC, CONCERT: The an-
nual event features the 
ISO Symphonic Band and 
a trolly mini-tour of the 
grounds. Food and refresh-
ments will be on sale. Free. 
2:30 pm. Green-Wood 
Cemetery [Fifth Avenue 
and 25th Street in Green 
Wood Heights, (718) 768–
7300], www.green-wood.
com. 

THE KINGS COUNTY FAIR: 
5 pm–11 pm. See Friday, 
May 24. 

ENTERTAINMENT, DANCE 
FITNESS: Instructor Jessica 
Phoenix brings her fi ery en-
ergy along with the sounds 
of a live DJ in Dancehall 
Aerobics bashment party. 
$15-$100 for all 6 classes. 7 
pm. Fitness Collective (278 
Court St.), fi yah-dancehal-
laerobics.eventbrite.com. 

TUES, MAY 28
READING, “AMERICAN 

SPIRIT: A Novel”: Author 
Dan Kennedy releases 
his new book. RSVP re-
quested. Free. 7–9 pm. 
PowerHouse Arena [37 

Main St. at Water Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 666–3049], 
www.powerhousearena.
com. 

WED, MAY 29
CREATURES OF THE SEA: 

Discover how diverse life is 
under the sea. Suitable for 
all ages. Free with museum 
admission. 3:30 pm. Brook-
lyn Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Crown Heights, 
(718) 735–4400], www.
brooklynkids.org. 

THURS, MAY 30
RIDE THE CAROUSEL: Yeah 

it’s open; the beautiful 
101 year old ride is up and 
running for little children 
to enjoy. $2 per ride. 12–5 
pm. Prospect Park Audu-
bon Center (Enter park at 
Lincoln Road and Ocean 
Avenue in Prospect Park), 
www.prospectpark.org/
audubon. 

FRI, MAY 31
SHAKESPEAREAN FESTI-

VAL: The 10th annual event 
features a performance 
of “Midsummer Night’s 
Dream” and a medieval. 
Free. 9:45 am – 2 pm. 
Dyker Heights Intermedi-
ate School IS 201 [8010 
12th Ave. at 80th Street 
in Dyker Heights, (718) 
833–9363]. 

ART, ARTISTS WITH MONEY: 
11 am–5 pm. See Saturday, 
May 25. 

TALK, FREE BEACH PARTIES 
ALL SUMMER LONG: Join 
Commander Rican Var-
gas and his famed Coney 
Island Dancers for free 
outdoor Boardwalk par-
ties all summer long, with 
DJs spinning house, disco, 
soul, and funk. Free. Noon. 
Coney Island Boardwalk 
[1001 Boardwalk W, at W. 
10th Street in Coney Island, 
(347) 496–2032], www.co-
neyislanddancers.com. 

READING, “THE EX-
CHANGE”: Sophie Cabot 
Black launches her latest 

book. RSVP requested. 
Free. 6–8 pm. PowerHouse 
Arena [37 Main St. at Water 
Street in DUMBO, (718) 
666–3049], www.power-
housearena.com. 

MUSIC, SYMPHONIC MUSIC: 
The ISO Symphonic Band 
under the direction of Brian 
P. Worsdale will perform 
a FREE community con-
cert. Free. 7:30 pm. New 
Utrecht Reformed Church 
(1827 84th St, at 18th Av-
enue in Bensonhurst). 

CONCERT, “MISSA SOLEM-
NIS, MASS IN (D)”: The 
Grace & Spiritus Choral 
performs Beethoven’s mas-
terpiece under the direc-
tion of Nicholas Armstrong. 
$15 ($12 students and se-
niors). 8–9:45 pm. St. Ann 
and the Holy Trinity Church 
[157 Montague St.at Clin-
ton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 707–1411], 
www.graceandspiritus.org. 

SPRING CELEBRATION: 
Dancewave Company 
presents selections by Ron-
ald Brown, Kyle Abrham, 
Andrea Miller and NIcola 
Penfold. $25 ($15 children 

under 12 and students with 
ID). 8 pm. Kumble Theater 
at Long Island University 
[DeKalb and Flatbush av-
enues in Downtown, (718) 
488–1624], www.brooklyn.
liu.edu/KumbleTheater. 

DANCE SHOWCASE: Pefor-
mance by workshop levels 
1 and 2 featuring students. 
$5. 8 pm. BAX – Brooklyn 
Arts Exchange [421 Fifth 
Ave. in South Slope, (718) 
832–0018], www.bax.org. 

SAT, JUNE 1
THEATER, “LA TRAVIATA”: 

Giuseppe Verdi’s opera 
performed by the Regina 
Opera Company. A full 
staged performance. $25 
($20 seniors and students; 
$5 teens; free children). 3 
pm. Our Lady of Perpetual 
Hep auditorium [5902 Sixth 
Ave. at 59th Street in Sun-
set Park, (718) 259–2772], 
www.reginaopera.org. 

BAY RIDGE GREENMAR-
KET: Shop, share recipes 
and meet the neighbors. 
And a great selection of 

produce, seafood baked 
goods, seasonal fruit, veg-
gies, and fl owers. This year 
the market is adding dairy, 
eggs, pickles, and cured 
meats. Free. 8 am–3 pm. 
Walgreens parking lot 
(Third Ave. at 95th Street in 
Bay Ridge), www.grownyc.
org/greenmarket-site/
brooklyn/bay-ridge-green-
market. 

CARROLL PARK FAIR: The 
annual neighborhood fair 
is back. Browse for house-
wares, books, clothes, 
jewelry, and antiques. The 
rain date will be June 2, 
rain or shine. 11 am. Carroll 
Park (Court Street between 
President and Carroll 
streets in Carroll Gardens), 
www.carrollparkbrook-
lyn.org. 

EARLY RISERS, SHAKE, RAT-
TLE AND ROLL: Children 
of all ages enjoy playing in-
struments and then create 
their own. Free with mu-
seum admission. 10:15 am. 
Brooklyn Children’s Mu-
seum [145 Brooklyn Ave. at 
St. Marks Avenue in Crown 
Heights, (718) 735–4400], 
www.brooklynkids.org. 

SILVER ANNIVERSARY 
AWARDS BRUNCH: Pre-
sented by the Brooklyn 
Stuyesant Heights Lions 
Club. Honorees are Lion 
Douglas Alexander, Effi e 
Edmonds, Judith Lovell, 
Sheila Miller-Rabb, Carol 
Rabsatt, Dr. Carol Wilson-
Smith, and Queenie Woo-
ten. $50. 11 am–3 pm. 
Sugar Hill Restaurant-Sup-
per Club [609 DeKalb Ave. 
in Bedford-Stuyvesant, 
(718) 941–0262]. 

GARDEN TEA PARTY: Join in 
for a spot of tea and learn 
about global tea cultures. 
Free with museum ad-
mission. 11 am. Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Crown Heights, 
(718) 735–4400], www.
brooklynkids.org. 

CELEBRATE HAITI: Discover 
the culture of the country 
and learn about the art 
forms. Free with museum 
admission. 11:30 am and 
2 pm. Brooklyn Children’s 
Museum [145 Brooklyn 
Ave. at St. Marks Avenue 
in Crown Heights, (718) 
735–4400], www.brook-
lynkids.org. 

RIDE THE CAROUSEL: 12–5 

pm. See Thursday, May 30. 
RED HOOK FEST: Rebuild, 

Restore, Rebirth, Resilience 
after Sandy is this year’s 
theme. Dance, family 
friendly activities, music 
and a talent contest. Free. 
12 –7 pm. Louis J Valentino 
Jr. Park & Pier [Coffey St at 
Ferris Street in Red Hook, 
(845) 661–5480]. 

WATER, WATER EVERY-
WHERE!: Introduction 
to bird watching, animal 
encounter, and a discovery 
tour. Look for the organge 
tent for a fun-fl led activi-
ties. Free. Noon–4:30 pm. 
Prospect Park Audubon 
Center [Enter park at Lin-
coln Road and Ocean Av-
enue in Prospect Park, (718) 
287–3400], www.prospect-
park.org/audubon. 

TALK, LIBERTY WEEKEND: 
Friends of Historic New 
Utrecht and the Liberty 
Pole Association host their 
annual Liberty Weekend 
— with Revolutionary and 
Civil War re-enactors! 
Free. 1 pm. New Utrecht 
Reformed Church (1827 
84th St, at 18th Avenue in 
Bensonhurst). 

DIORAMA WORKSHOP: 
Families learn about the 
borough’s past and pres-
ent and then make their 
own diorama. Free. 1–4 
pm. The Brooklyn Historic 
Society (128 Pierrepont St. 
at Clinton Street in Brook-
lyn Heights), proteusgow-
anus.org. 

THE DEEDLE DEEDLE 
DEES: Come and enjoy 
the special concert that 
celebrates travel and mo-
tion for all ages. Free with 
Museum Admission. 1:30 
pm. New York Transit 
Museum [Boerum Place 
at Schermerhorn Street 
in Downtown, (718) 694–
1600], www.mta.info/mta/
museum. 

CITY STOMP: That high 
energy band performs 
classic children’s songs 
with a bopping, stomp-
ing, and revved up beat. 
Free. 4–6 pm. Washing-
ton Park at the Old Stone 
House (Fifth Ave. at Fourth 
Street in Park Slope), www.
spokethehub.org. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 8

Not too shabby: Conspiracy for Beards is an a capella group that sings the music of Leonard Cohen.
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4th Annual 

BED-STUY 
CAMPAIGN
AGAINST 
HUNGER

Please join us for the

4th Annual Planter Awards Dinner
Presented by
Hosted by Fox 5 Anchor
Antwan Lewis

Honoring
Nancy Romer, 
Brooklyn Food Coalition
Thursday, June 13, 2013 at Giando on the Water
412 Kent Avenue, Williamsburg, Brooklyn

6:00 pm - 7:00 pm Cocktail Reception
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm Silent Auction & Dinner

For tickets to the fundraiser or to donate, visit
BedStuyAgainstHunger.org or call (718) 773-3551, ext. 151

The Bed-Stuy Campaign Against Hunger is a 501(c)(3) organization.

By Jaime Lutz
The Brooklyn Paper

The cicadas are coming 
— or are they?

The mighty “swarmagge-
don” — the oft-reported  cicada 
orgy coming to the northeast 
for the first time in 17 years  
— could miss your neighbor-
hood in Brooklyn entirely if 
the majority of the ground you 
walk on is covered in concrete 
and blacktop, say expert en-
tomologists.

The highly anticipated 
emergence of the harmless 
insects, which are patiently 
waiting for the ground tem-
perature to reach 64 degrees 
before emerging from out of 
their close-to-two-decade 
gestation period, may barely 
happen in Brooklyn’s most 
densely populated areas. 

“We have records here in 
our collection, but whether 
they were here 17 years ago, 

Lack of grass may keep cicadas away
that’s the biggest predictor of 
whether or not they’ll show 
up,” said Cole Gilbert, an as-
sociate professor in Entomol-
ogy at Cornell.

We searched the records of 
both The Brooklyn Paper and 
Courier Life, and were unable 
to find any reports of a mas-
sive cicada invasion in 1996, 
and the institutional memory 
of our longest-serving edi-
torial staffers — who date 
back to 1988 — don’t recall 
any major problems caused 
by the insects, and museum 
curators say they don’t have 
any records either.

“No one bothered to col-
lect any, call up the museum, 
and say we found these,” said 
Lou Sorkin, an expert at the 
American Museum of Nat-
ural History.

The height of cicada sea-
son is likely one or two weeks 
away. At that time, cicadas 
will emerge from the ground, 
shed their skin, and fill the air 
with a loud buzz that can get 
as loud as a jackhammer. The 
animals will loudly mate for 
about a month — until they 
die. Then the larva — new 
baby cicadas — will burrow 
into the ground and stay there 
for another 17 years, when it 
all happens again.

The emergence will oc-
cur all across the northeast, 
from Washington, D.C. all the 
way up to Boston. Cicada-
spotters have already seen 
the bugs in droves south of 
the city, primarily the mid-
Atlantic states from Virginia 
to Pennsylvania.

This year, both scientists 
recommended  checking out 
the Cicada sightings  at the 
University of Connecticut-
run magicicada.org, which 
currently shows recent re-
ports of cicadas in Staten 
Island and Valley Stream 
— but not in Brooklyn (the 
less-reliable tracker by Radi-
olab, however, does show o ne 
sighting in Clinton Hill) .

If cicadas do come to Brook-
lyn, they are likely to show up 
in heavily tree-packed areas, 
such as Prospect Park, Ma-
rine Park, and, kind of creep-
ily, large cemeteries.

Readers of this story who 
expected to learn about singer 
Jon Secada can head to Brook-
lynPaper.com, where we’ve 
posted one of his videos. 

Boro could miss 
‘swarmaggedon’

Might the oft-reported 
cicada orgy coming to 
the northeast for the 
first time in 17 years 
miss Brooklyn entirely?
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“While we know that some died and a few 
were rescued, the vast majority have simply 
disappeared,” according to Elizabeth Forel, 
president of the Coalition to Ban Horse-Drawn 
Carriages, which conducted the study. 

“Some 200 horses are registered with the 
Department of Health annually,”  Forel says, 
adding that “for 529 over the past seven years 
to have no accountability is deeply disturb-
ing. Did they die of neglect, abuse or just old 
age?”

Current NYC rules do not require the 
names of buyers if the horse is sold outside 
New York City, as most are.  “Many horses 
end up at auctions where middlemen sell 
them to slaughterhouses in Canada and 
Mexico. Their meat is then processed to be 
sent overseas for humanconsumption,” Forel 
says.  

“The lack of accountability and transpar-
ency is stunning,” Forel says. “These ani-
mals deserve better. They deserve to be pro-
tected from cruelty as surely as our dogs and 
cats do.”

Not all horses are as fortunate as one 
named Billy, who was repurchased by the 

Coalition in 2010 and is now living out his 
golden years in peace in Chatham, NY.

In 2011, the Coalition to Ban Horse-Drawn 
Carriages asked Council Member Melissa 
Mark Viverito to sponsor a bill called Intro 
670, that would require that carriage horse 
owners sell or donate their horses to organi-
zations assuring the animal would be kept as 
a companion, and not sold or employed in an-
other carriage business.  

This change is designed to make the own-
ers accountable to the horses they use.  The 
press conference for the proposed legislation 
was canceled by Speaker Christine Quinn 
and the bill subsequently died. Since that 
time, more than 116 horses, with no legal pro-
tections, have fallen off the rolls. 

The Coalition is asking for future account-
ability for all horses that go through the sys-
tem, requesting answers about the missing 
horses, and asking for Intro 670 to be revived 
and passed into law.

The 21 page Coalition report and the orig-
inal Department of Health horse lists are 
available upon request at coalition@banhdc.
org 

B U S I N E S S  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  -  A D V T

Where have 529 carriage horses gone?
Study shows that 529 carriage horses have fallen off the rolls of the NYC Department 

of Health, which cannot say what had happened to them.

Join us for

C O U N T R Y  C L U B  C AT E R E R S
5945 Strickland Ave, Mill Basin 

Keynote Speaker  Jeanine Ramirez
Brooklyn Reporter

Sponsored by

Gala Dinner & Awards
Wednesday, June 12 at

restaurant on Fifth Avenue 
between 91st and 92nd streets 
on May 13.

Cops said Attianese has an 
extensive criminal record. He 
was first arrested in 1982, and 
most recently in 2008.

“His record’s as long as my 
arm,” a police insider said. 
“It looks like he’s been ar-
rested every year of his life 
since he was 19.”

If convicted, Attianese 
could face seven years in 

prison on each charge, or 
28 years altogether.

Attianese’s attorney, 
Adam Lubow, did not re-
sponded to repeated calls 
for comment. 

Attianese is the second 
man Bay Ridge’s 68th Pre-
cinct has arrested on burglary 
charges in recent weeks. Cops 
took a 42-year-old into cus-
tody on May 3 for alleg-
edly looting five apartments 
along Ovington Avenue in 
late April. 

Energyfor

Continued from page 1

BURGLAR...

Police say this man is 
Robert Attianese, and 
that he robbed several 
businesses in Bay Ridge.
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above the ordinary (after all, 
anyone can use a blaster or 
a fusioncutter) — was not 
found, leaving the Luke Sky-
walker wannabe with little 
hope for a reunion.

“I never thought I would 
see the thing again,” said Mi-
chael, 42.

Fast forward to Monday 
afternoon, when Michael re-
ceived a strange correspon-
dence (via e-mail, not holo-

gram) from someone named 
“SithBandit” claiming the 
sword was sitting safely in 
Fort Greene Park near the 
Willoughby Street entrance 
wrapped like a candy cane.

Michael took his sand-
speeder to the park and, as 
sure as Alderaan no longer 
exists, his trusty lightsaber 
was there — renewing the 

practicing Budhist’s faith in 
mankind.

“When it disappeared, I told 
the universe, ‘If I’m supposed 
to get it back, please bring it 
back to me,’ ” he said.

And now the universe 
has.

In an earlier episode of this 
Lucasian saga, Michael was 
given a replacement weapon 
by his students, who paid 
for an exact replica, which 
they presented to him three 
months ago. But no lightsa-
ber could replace the one he 
designed himself.

“I thought I got it back 
when the kids gave me 
one,” he said. “But that 
wasn’t it.”

No scrolling text could 
explain why someone would 
want to steal a handmade 
lightsaber — let alone give 
it back — but friends of Mi-
chael have their theories.

“Whoever stole it real-
ized it would be worthless 
to sell,” said Jason Hoffman, 
who helped Michael build his 
original.

Continued from page 1

JEDI...

IN PRINT
Pick up The Brooklyn 
Paper every Friday across 
Greenpoint, Williamsburg, 
Downtown and Brownstone 
Brooklyn. Each print edition 
delivers news, arts, and 
entertainment, plus our original 
columnists, cartoonists and the 
world’s best Cyclones coverage 
in a convenient package. 
It’s one-stop shopping with 
excitement on every page.

ON THE WEB
No one else — no blog, 
no website, no “news 
aggregator” — covers 
our neighborhoods 
with the intensity of 
BrooklynPaper.com. The 
award-winning site is 
updated several times 
every day, offering fresh 

news, arts and features — faster, better and deeper 
than any other online publication. Visit it several times 
a day — to stay on top of the greatest city in the 
world: Brooklyn.

TWO WAYS TO LOVE

THE BROOKLYN PAPER
and BrooklynPaper.com
Your place for a full dose of Brooklyn!

Your Neighborhood  — Your News

BrooklynPaper.com

Your Neighborhood  — Your News

SERVING BROWNSTONE BROOKLYN, WILLIAMSBURG & BAY RIDGE

NOW OPEN IN COBBLE HILL

266 COURT ST. (Between Kane & DeGraw) (347) 799-2902

Call ahead or order online at www.FiveGuys.com

By Kate Briquelet

The city is planning a major over-

haul of the base of Atlantic Avenue 

— where pedestrians have been play-

ing a game of “Frogger” since Brook-

lyn Bridge Park’s Pier 6 opened last 

year — and it looks like the pedestri-

ans have won.

The Department of Transportation’s 

plan — to be built out later this sum-

mer — will dedicate much less road-

way to cars and much more space to 

pedestrians and bicyclists.

At Atlantic Avenue and Furman 

Street, the eastbound and westbound 

lanes will be reduced from 40 feet wide 

to 20 feet. Two northbound lanes on 

Columbia Street, about 15 feet each, 

will be shaved down to 12 feet to make 

room for foot traffic.

Here’s a breakdown:

sidewalk and two-way bike path at Co-

lumbia Street, between Atlantic Ave-

nue and the BQE entrance. Barriers 

will separate car lanes and the bikeway, 

which will replace one lane of south-

By Daniel Bush

The majority of Catholic 

churchgoers in Brooklyn we 

spoke to disagree with Bishop 

Nicholas DiMarzio’s  edict to ban 

politicians who voted for same-

cial appearances at church events  

and to decline donations from any 

politician who approves of gay 

marriage.
The borough’s top Catho-

lic grabbed headlines last week 

when he made the proclamation 

following the state legislature’s 

couples to marry.

But not all members of his flock 

agree with the bishop stance that 

the law is a “nail in the coffin” of 

traditional marriage that would 

destroy “the single most important 

institution in human history.”

“I take what I need from my 

religion and ignore what I don’t 

agree with,” said Carroll Gardens 

resident Amy Cacciola, who at-

tends mass at Sacred Hearts & 

St. Stephen Church on Summit 

Street at Carroll Street. “He’s a 

bit out of touch.”

Other critics said DiMarzio 

should not have thrust the church 

into the center of a debate that en-

gulfed lawmakers — and capti-

vated the public — for much of 

last month.

Faithful, bishop, at odds over same-sex marriage

Here’s what parishioners from across Brooklyn had to say about Bishop Nicholas 

DiMarzio’s decision to ban state officials who voted for same-sex marriage from 

participating in church and school functions:

“I completely 

disagree [with the 

bishop]. Relation-

ships should be 

based on love — 

don’t mix religion 

and politics.”

“I’m proud of the 

bishop. [His posi-

tion] is perfect.”
“Churches don’t 

have to be in-

volved in politics. 

I don’t think that 

the church should 

be saying these 

things.”

“Everybody 

should be able to 

get married, no 

matter who it is.”

“I don’t think that the [bishop] 

should be saying these things,” 

said Humberto Chavez, a mem-

ber of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

in Sunset Park. “I don’t think the 

church should be involved in pol-

itics.”
DiMarzio announced his 

edict two days after Gov. An-

drew Cuomo signed the bill le-

advised parishes and schools to 

refuse any awards or honors from 

state officials who supported the 

measure, and barred them from 

appearing at special events such 

as graduations, though not from 

attending religious services.

Shortly after his proclamation 

was released, Our Lady of Mt. 

Carmel’s parish school in Wil-

liamsburg returned a $50 schol-

arship check from Assemblyman 

Joe Lentol (D–Williamsburg), a 

gay nups supporter.

The controversial position also 

sparked an outcry from marriage 

equality advocates, many of whom 

are  planning a celebration at Bor-

A planned revamp for the base of Atlantic Avenue will help prevent 

the “Frogger” style escape people face when they leave Pier 6.

Panel approves more pedestrian-friendly entrance to park

bound traffic on Columbia Street. 

of Atlantic Avenue across from Fur-

man Street will be replaced with a pe-

destrian plaza giving parkgoers stuck 

walking along the Pier 7 fence more 

room to navigate.

at Atlantic Ave and the park entrance 

and a pedestrian island will be built in 

the middle of Atlantic Avenue, between 

Columbia and Furman streets.

will be built on the north side of Atlan-

tic Avenue at the BQE on-ramp. 

The B63 bus will also no longer make 

a U-turn at the base of Atlantic Ave-

nue and instead be rerouted onto park 

roadways, city officials said. 

Since the southern leg of Brooklyn 

By Daniel Bush

Get ready for a tidal wave of traffic 

on Pacific Street.

A city plan to  reroute Fourth Avenue 

traffic down Pacific  between Fourth and 

Flatbush avenues goes into effect later 

this month and the change, intended 

to unclog the triangle where Flatbush, 

Fourth and Atlantic avenues meet across 

from developer Forest City Ratner’s 

$1-billion Barclays Center, has some 

residents fearing a never-ending traf-

fic jam on small blocks nearby.

Under the  permanent change , which 

has been pushed back from July 15 to on 

or around July 29, cars headed Down-

town on Fourth Avenue will no longer 

be able to get directly to Flatbush Ave-

nue. Instead, cars headed toward cen-

tral Brooklyn can turn right onto Pacific 

Street, which will change from a one-way 

westbound to eastbound between Fourth 

and Flatbush avenues. Once down Pacific, 

cars can continue onto Flatbush.

For cars headed toward the Manhat-

Kate Briquelet

Sayonara, thieves!

A local karate master is so 

fed up with muggings in Fort 

Greene Park that she’s teaching 

women to strike and snap-kick 

any attacker who comes their way 

—with martial arts classes held 

in the greenspace itself.

“Enough is enough!” said 

Beverly Bradley, a 42-year-old 

Bedford-Stuyvesant black belt 

who started to include self-de-

fense moves in all of her body-

toning classes in March. “These 

things make me crazy. You have 

KARATE CHOP 
Sensei teaches self-defense classes 

in crime-plagued Fort Greene Park

Not even reporter Kate Briquelet (right) can match Beverly Bradley’s mugger-beating skills!

Visiting Parisienne Gentry Lane places pooch Napoleon in 

a mock guillotine in the annual Bastille Day celebration on 

Smith Street on July 10. 

In the doghouse
By Alex Rush

A new ice cream parlor that just 

opened on the Coney Island Board-

walk could be the first phase of an 

Italian invasion that would trans-

form the People’s Playground’s 

honky-tonk waterfront into a ha-

ven for espresso-loving brunchers 

who controls the lease wants it. 

An Italian restaurateur opened 

Coney’s Cones, a gelato cafe, on 

Saturday, and plans to open three 

more restaurants that will give the 

summer. He is leasing the space 

from Boardwalk landlord Cen-

tral Amusement International, the 

Italian company that runs Luna 

Park and took control of the strip 

last year.
 “The Boardwalk should be a 

place where you can sit outside, re-

co-owner Michele Merlo, who 

opened the shop with business 

partner Julio Gonzalez.

The duo plans to open an Ital-

ian seafood spot called Da Ponte 

(“by bridge” in English,) a yet-to-

be named beer garden, and an inter-

national food court called Mundo 

Espresso with your hot dog?

Italian shops to reshape 

Coney Island Boardwalk

(Spanish for “world”).

The Boardwalk makeover was 

 first reported  by NY1. 

The transformation sets in mo-

tion the vision of Central Amuse-

ments CEO Valerio Ferrari who 

 told us last year  that he would 

like the Boardwalk to become 

more like an Italian piazza than 

a beachfront dive.

“Why can’t you sit down with 

your newspaper and enjoy a coffee 

and the great view of the beach?” 

said Ferrari at the time.

But the news of the incom-

ing Italian invasion is an added 

blow to the old-school Board-

walk businesses who are being 

kicked out by Central Amuse-

ment this fall to make way for 

new eateries. Nine mom-and-

pops first got the boot last year, 

but most of them battled their 

evictions in court and  settled 

with Central Amusement to 

stay on for a final summer . 

The agreement stipulates that 

they cannot protest when their 

leases end on Oct. 31.

But most still insist that they 

are getting a raw deal.

“We developed a beer garden, 

so why are they bringing some-

one else in who is doing the same 

thing?” said Carl Muraco, whose 

Beer Island bar will likely be re-

placed by Merlo and Gonzalez’s 

business. “It doesn’t make any 

sense to be kicking everyone out 

to bring in the same things.”

Gonzalez and Merlo are the 

only people so far that Central 

Amusement has hired to re-Julio Gonzalez, co-owner 

of Coney’s Cones, says that 

his shop has some of the 

best ice cream and italian 

ices in town.

See CATHOLICS  on page 11

See KARATE  on page 11

See ATLANTIC  on page 11
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By Natalie O’Neill

A group of cyclists is demanding 

that the city paint bike symbols on the 

car lanes in Prospect Park in the wake 

of several bicycle crashes — and park 

officials are listening.

To clear up hazy bike-and-walk-

ing path rules — which shift during 

the park’s car-free hours — cyclists 

are circulating a petition to rejigger 

street symbols to reflect how the park 

loop is most often used.

Petitioner Mark Simpson — who 

broke his elbow in a collision with a 

rogue skater — says the street has be-

ers and rollerbladers, who simply 

don’t know the “bike lane” is actu-

ally reserved for walkers 90 percent 

of the time.

“It’s not clear at all,” Simpson said. 

“You should be able to walk into the 

park and know what to do.”

At least three “serious” accidents 

have occurred in the park this year, 

one of which involved a cyclist who 

Cyclist Mark Simpson wants safer 

conditions in Prospect Park.

MEAN
Streets See BIKES  on page 11

BrooklynPaper.com

Your Neighborhood  — Your News

parked right outside my 
door on most days,” she 

said. “The fact that the 
community is supporting 
these non-local vendors is 
beyond ignorant.”The Park Slope Civic 

Council and the Fifth Av-
enue Business Improve-
ment District have also 
lodged complaints with 

the Alliance. But Alliance spokesman 
Eugene Patron said that the 

food truck confab will ben-
efit the community.“There are concerns every 

time there is a big change,” said 
Patron. “But we strongly be-
lieve that having something so 
exciting happening at the park 
only increases interest in — and 

exploration of — the neighbor-
hood around it.”Pullicio hungrily dis-

agrees. 
“All the trucks do for us is 

leave a mess for the Sanitation 
Department to clean up with 
taxpayer dollars. So for them 
to swoop in out of nowhere and 
steal away our business in the 
height of our season is beyond 
infuriating.”Susan Povich, who plans to 

make her popular Red Hook 
Lobster Pound truck a regular 
at the rallies, bristles at these 
accusations.  “We are all responsible busi-

ness owners. We clean up after 
ourselves, accrue our fair share 
of expenses and between us, 

By Sarah Zorn
Grand Army Plaza’s food 

truck rally has become a food 
fight.

The Prospect Park Alliance’s 
decision to expand its  one-
time festival  into a monthly 
event — to be held on the 
third Sunday of every 
month until Oct. 16 — 
has inflamed many lo-
cal business owners.“This neighborhood is being 

exploited by a fad,” fumed Jan-
ice Pullicio, owner of Naidre’s 
café on Seventh Avenue near 
12th Street. “We pay rent and 
taxes in the Park Slope com-
munity. Considering the eco-
nomic hardship of the past few 
years, Prospect Park should be 

By Aaron Short
Southern Brooklyn is on the wrong 

side of the digital divide.Mayor Bloomberg announced that 

the city and AT&T would provide free 

wireless services in 20 parks, includ-

ing Prospect Park, McCarren Park, and 

Brooklyn Bridge Park. But none of those locations are south 

of 15th Street — leaving residents from 

Windsor Terrace to Sheepshead Bay 

feeling digitally duped.Bloomberg defended the program 

in a weekly radio address, saying it 

would give New Yorkers a reason to 

“get outside and enjoy our beautiful 

parks,” while also doing their work 

in them.
“And on a nice summer day, there’s 

simply no better place in the world,” 

The ‘digital divide’
Mayor’s park-Wi-Fi plan cuts off most of boro

Park Slope merchants object to new monthly truck rally

A city program to bring wireless 

Internet into the parks will only 

benefit the ultra-hip northern 

part of the borough, where Wi-Fi 

is practically everywhere already. 

said Bloomberg, who made his fortune 

building technology to help the finan-

cial industry.“We’re digitally behind — there’s 

already little bandwidth here and the 

phone service is terrible,” said Renee 

Giordano, executive director of the Sun-

set Park BID. “We need to bring free 

Wi-Fi to the commercial strip and Sun-

set Park, and bring the community up 

to par with other neighborhoods.”
A Parks Department spokesman said 

that AT&T’s wireless contract does not 

preclude the city from expanding Wi-

Fi to other parks through other arrange-

ments, but there are no plans to do so 

at this time.As a result, the digital chasm between 

North and Southern Brooklyn could 

widen. Studies have shown that individ-

Jennifer Aguirrie can enjoy Wi-Fi 

in Brooklyn Bridge Park, thanks 

to an initiative to get 20 city 

parks outfitted this summer.

Do trucks like these hurt local businesses? Some mer-

chants in Park Slope think so, and are objecting to a 

new monthly “Food Truck Rally” in Prospect Park.

By J.J. Despain and Aaron Short

New York Waterway launched 
its much-anticipated ferry fleet 
on Monday, shuttling Manhat-
tan-bound commuters across 
the East River  for the first time 
since 2009 .A boatload of giddy pub-

lic officials, including Mayor 
Bloomberg, cut a ceremonial 
ribbon and boarded a 76-foot 
catamaran in Williamsburg to 
celebrate the ship’s maiden voy-
age to Midtown — the result of 
a three-year,  $9.3-million sub-
sidy by the city .Bloomberg called the money 

an investment in the city’s wa-
terfront development. 

“The new ferry service will 
augment growth of Brooklyn 
neighborhoods and make it eas-
ier for New Yorkers to commute 
from and get to these residen-
tial neighborhoods and water-
front parks,” he said.The new service will make 

stops at Fulton Ferry Landing 
in DUMBO, Schaefer Landing 
and Northside Pier in Williams-

By Alex Rush
Most bikinis only charge 

the libido, but a Downtown de-
signer has invented a sun-pow-
ered bikini that can also charge 

iPods.
The Solar Bikini, made by An-

drew Schneider, has USB sock-
ets sewn into the fabric of the 
bottom piece. Schneider, who 
lives on Red Hook Lane between 

Fulton and Livingston streets, 
lined the suit with 40 paper-thin 
panels called photovoltaic cells. 
The panels convert the sun’s ra-
diation into electricity that can 

By Thomas Tracy and Haru Coryne
The walls are closing in on 

Rep. Anthony Weiner.The Democratic firebrand 
whose cyber romps with at least 
six women has left his personal 
life and political career in sham-
bles — and has made him a raun-
chy gift that keeps on giving to 
local tabloids and late-night 
jokesters — is within a hair’s 
breadth of resigning, political 
insiders said on Tuesday.Weiner’s impending decision 

comes as fellow Democrats — 
including President Obama — 
encouraged the Sheepshead Bay 
Democrat to step down as “Wein-
ergate” enters its third week.

“If it was me, I would resign,” 
Obama told NBC’s “Today Show” 
on June 14. “Obviously, what he 
did was highly inappropriate. He’s 
embarrassed himself — he’s ac-
knowledged that — and he’s em-
barrassed his wife and family.”

Weiner’s  lurid online romances  
first came to light on May 27, 
when he tried to send a soft core 
tweet of his groin to a 21-year-
old Seattle co-ed, but acciden-
tally sent the picture to his 50,000 
Twitter followers.The seven-term legislator ini-

tially lied that his Twitter account 
had been hacked, but finally came 
clean about sending the raunchy 
photo and  having online relations 
with at least five other women .

Weiner held firm then that 
he would not step down, claim-
ing he hadn’t use congressional 
computers or phones for his cy-
ber dalliances.But more revelations have 

emerged:

come forward disputing Wein-
er’s claims that he never used 

The “Yogi Berra,” part of the new East River ferry fleet, 

docks at Brooklyn Bridge Park in DUMBO.

By Daniel Ng
A beloved stuffed animal lost by 

a traumatized 2-year-old in a Cob-
ble Hill playground last month is 
facing torture and a painful death 
— unless the tot’s horrified mother 
meets the “kidnapper’s” demand for 
$10,000 worth of cupcakes.

Gluten- and peanut-free, no 
less.

It might just be a joke — but 

Susannah Bortner isn’t willing to 
take that chance.“I would gladly bake 10,000 cup-

cakes,” Bortner said, thinking of 
her toddler, Donovan, and his lost 
bear, Mr. Bear. “There is a part of 
me wishing this is real.” Alas, it likely is not.But there are a million stories in 

the naked city — few more grip-
ping, heart-rending and less-plau-

‘Kidnappers’ want $10,000 in 
cupcakes for toddler’s darling

David Palmer and Susannah Bortner just want son Donovan’s 

beloved teddy bear back unharmed. Someone responded to 

their “Lost” poster by posting a ransom note below it.

Ready for a charge?

WHO LOVES THE SUN? A Brooklyn designer is selling solar-powered bikinis that 

energize iPods and phones (among other things).

Designer’s solar bikini can power your iPod

burg, and India Street in Green-
point every 20 to 30 minutes for 
14 hours a day. The ferry is free until June 24, 

when water commuters will pay 
$4 for a single ride or $140 for a 
monthly pass. There’s a $1 sur-
charge for bikes.The last company to ferry pas-

sengers across the East River 
pulled up anchor two years ago 

Seven days he’d like to forget

congressional equipment. Lisa 
Weiss, a Democratic volunteer 
from Las Vegas, claimed that 
she and Weiner had phone sex 
on congressman’s private office 
line in August, 2010. And the web-

site TMZ published pictures that 
Weiner, clad only in a towel in the 
Congressional gym, apparently 
sent to another woman.

By Meredith Deliso
The Weiner jokes haven’t 

gone limp yet.The Park Slope bar Der 
Kommissar is capitalizing on 
the Midwood congressman’s 
fall from grace with — what 
else? — a hot dog special fea-
turing two “Anthony Weiners” 
for $6

At about six-and-a-half 
inches, this wiener a little big-
ger than average (of course, we 
mean the average hot dog. Get 

your mind out of the gutter). 
The good news is that this An-

thony Weiner is a lot more palat-
able than the congressman.“There’s more kick to them,” 

said griller Joshua Gabriel. 
“They’re meatier and heftier 
than most. And we’ll keep selling 
them until the joke gets old.”

Someone needs to tell him 
that this joke is never going 
to get old.

Slope bar offers two for $6

By Natalie O’Neill
The whole country may 

have a beef with groin-
Tweeting Rep. Anthony 
Weiner, but Brooklynites 
say his “scandal” is really, 
um, no big thing.There’s been plenty of 

moralizing over Weinergate, 
but sending sexy photos — 
via phone or Internet — has 
become pretty “normal,” say 
borough singles, sex thera-
pists and shop owners.“I’ve done it,” said Sa-

mantha Bard, owner of 
 Shag, a sex toy shop in Wil-
liamsburg.  “If you stood on 
the corner of Bedford Av-
enue and North Seventh 
Street, I bet eight out of 
10 people would say they 
have, too.”Or how about nine out of 

10? That’s how many folks 
we interviewed who said 
they had either sent or re-
ceived nude or risqué photos 
via phone or Internet.“It’s not taboo; it’s not 

even weird,” said skate-

Samantha Bard, owner  
of Shag, does it.

Joshua Gabriel shows off the Anthony Weiner at the 

Austrian-styled bar Der Kommissar in Park Slope.

amid complaints that the city 
failed to subsidize the service 
to allow the company to make 
any money.This time around, New York 

Waterway CEO Paul Goodman 
said the city’s support, two new 
piers, and the frequency of ferry 
service would keep their com-
pany afloat.“The city’s subsidizing our 

service allows us to offer rush 
hour frequency which is differ-
ent than any previous attempt to 
provide commuter service,” said 

By Dan MacLeod
Verizon broke the law — and 

the city let it do so — when it 
installed 20-foot-tall Fiberglass 
poles in historic districts in Green-
point and Flatbush without get-
ting permission to do so.The telecommunications gi-

ant says that it is installing the 
poles as access points to its under-

ground network of high-speed In-
ternet and TV cables. But some of 
those poles are in historic districts, 
and the company  broke the law  
by failing to clear them with the 
Landmarks Preservation Com-
mission — even though it got 
permits from the Department 
of Transportation.In Greenpoint, neighbors 

Turns out new posts are illegal

Verizon has installed a 
new pole on historic Mil-
ton Street in Greenpoint. 
Neighbors are not happy.

See BEAR  on page 11

See FOOD  on page 11

supporting, not hindering, lo-
cal businesses.”Melissa Murphy, owner of 

Sweet Melissa Patisserie on 

Seventh Avenue near First 
Street, agreed. “I am paying so much money 

on rent, and there is a truck 

See WI-FI  on page 11

See FERRY  on page 11

See BIKINI  on page 11

See POLE  on page 11 See SEXT  on page 5

See WEINER  on page 5
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By Shavana Abruzzo
The Brooklyn Paper

Barclays Center erupted 
with graduation fever as the 
Class of 2013 from Long Is-
land University’s Brooklyn 
Campus celebrated its big day 
by donning caps and gowns to 
participate in time-honored 
rites. Later, graduates dan-
gled rolled-up diplomas from 
pumping fists in triumph.

Misty-eyed relatives, cheer-
ing friends, and gratified fac-
ulty rooted for the glad grads, 
who strode proudly up to the 
glittering platform to receive 
their degrees from college pres-
ident David J. Steinberg.

Steinberg, the evening’s 
keynote speaker, thumbed his 
nose at media critics who re-
cently questioned the worth 
of students assuming a finan-
cial debt in a climate of de-
clining job prospects.

“The sky is not falling, you 
are not suckers,” roared the 
president. “And your peers 
who dropped out or never 
started are ensnared in dead-
end jobs, with less earning ca-
pacity and greater risk of being 
downwardly mobile.”

The president ended his 
remarks by quipping: “May 
the force be with you.”

Steinberg, Bruce Ratner,  
of Forest City Ratner Com-
panies, and Borough Presi-
dent Markowitz all received 
honorary degrees. 

William Curran delivered 
the valedictorian’s address.

LIU grads take Barclays

P
ho

to
 b

y 
D

av
id

 G
ar

d
in

er
 G

ar
ci

a

Capped and gowned members of L.I.U.’s Class 
of 2013 celebrate their special day at the Bar-
clays Center. (Left) Borough President Markow-
itz accepted an honorary degree.
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Enhance your culture.
Improve your bottom line.

Brooklyn.

Two Trees Management Co, LLC

45 Main Street, Suite 602, DUMBO, Brooklyn, NY 11201 
Commercial and Residential Property Management

Find out how by visiting, 
TwoTreesNY.com

Move your business
to DUMBO, Brooklyn.

Your Solution to Complex Dental Problems

Schedule your consultation 
with Dr. Stanislaus and Dr. E. 
Lisa Reid to learn more about 
HYBRIDGE®  and all of your 
dental options.  

HYBRIDGE ®  replaces all of your 
upper and/or lower teeth and 
is permanently supported with 
5 to 6 dental implants. Choose 
HYBRIDGE®   and experience a 
lifetime of dental comfort.

BrooklynHybridge.com

(718) 857-6639
or visit us online today!

Brought to you by 
Eugene D. Stanislaus, D.D.S. & E. Lisa Reid, D.M.D. 
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Business Checking with a little something extra.

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Open a Flushing Bank Free Business Checking 
account today and receive a Nexus 7 32GB tablet  
with an opening deposit of $15,000 or more.2  
Visit your local Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889, 
or go to www.FlushingBank.com for details.

Business
Checking

•  No monthly maintenance fees
•  No minimum balance required

Free

with an opening deposit of 
$15,000 or more2

Nexus 7 32GB

Plus, get up to                        when you  
open a new business checking account.1

$100

1 New account with new money only. A new business checking account is defined as any new business checking account that does not have any authorized signatures in common with any other existing Flushing Bank business checking account(s). An existing checking customer is 
defined as anyone who currently has or has had a Flushing Bank checking account within the last 24 months. New money is defined as money not currently on deposit with Flushing Bank. You must deposit a minimum of $100 to open a business checking account. You will receive 
$50 for the completion of 5 debit card purchases. And $50 for the completion of 5 online banking bill-payments via Flushing Bank’s Online Banking portal. Each debit card purchase and each online bill-payment must be $25 or more and must be completed prior to 60 days after the 
account is opened. The compensation will be credited to the checking account on or about 75 days after the account is opened. The offer is subject to change and early termination without prior notice at any time. A 1099 will be issued in the amount credited to your account. Other 
fees and restrictions may apply. Speak with a branch representative for more information.  2 New account with new money only. For purposes of the promotion, a new business checking customer is defined as any new business checking account that does not have any authorized 
signatures in common with any other existing Flushing Bank checking account(s). You must deposit a minimum of $100 to open this account. No minimum balance is required to avoid a monthly maintenance fee. New Free Business Checking account customers will receive a Google 
Nexus 7 32GB wifi tablet for an opening balance of $15,000 or more. Valid business documentation must be provided at the time of account opening. The cost of the promotional item of $285 (including sales tax and delivery charge) will be reported as interest income in the form 
of a 1099. The new account must remain open, active and in good standing for six months. If the account is closed prior to six months, the cost of the promotional item will be deducted from the balance. Flushing Bank reserves the right to make promotional item substitutions of 
comparable value and assumes no liability for any defects in, or direct or consequential damages relating to promotional items. The warranty is the sole responsibility of the manufacturer. Google, Android, and Nexus are trademarks of Google Inc. Google is not affiliated with, or sponsor 
of, this promotion. Other fees and restrictions may apply. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more information about minimum balance requirements and certain fees that may apply to the business checking account. The promotion and offers are subject to change and 
termination without prior notice at any time. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more information. From Forbes.com March 18, 2013. © 2013 Forbes.com LLC. All rights reserved. 
Used by permission and protected by the Copyright Laws of the United States. The printing, copying, redistribution, or retransmission of this Content without express written permission is prohibited.

curb speeders, who many say 
treat the busy avenue like a 
raceway, by minimizing lane 
changes. This should reduce 
the risk of car crashes, said 
project manager Jesse Mintz-
Roth at a public forum on the 
plans last Thursday. Some 
residents were concerned 
that the lost lane would re-
sult in traffic back ups, but 
Mintz-Roth said the city’s 
studies showed that con-
gestion would not be sig-
nificant. 

The redesign proposal 
would also ban eight left turns 
near playgrounds and schools 
at what the city is calling “un-
derutilized” left-turn bays. 
The turns will no longer 
be allowed by Bay Ridge-
bound traffic at Dean Street, 
Third Street, Ninth Street, 
and 14th Street. Downtown-
bound traffic will no longer 
be allowed to make left turns 
onto Butler Street, Degraw 
Street, Eighth Street, and 13th 
Street. At those intersections, 
the short turning bays will be-
come part of wider pedestrian 
islands that will be marked 
by lane delineators. 

At intersections keep-
ing the existing turn lanes, 
the two-foot medians would 

broaden from two feet to six 
feet and the 11-foot cross-
walk median opposite the 
turn bay would expand to 
up to 19 feet with paint and 
street posts. 

The new infrastructure 
would give pedestrians more 
room to wait when crossing 
the wide, bustling avenue. 
From 2007 to 2011, according 
to transportation statistics, 
53 people have been killed 
or severely injured along a 
1.4-mile stretch.

Mintz-Roth said that the 
strip is a crash hot spot be-
cause it’s a “very chaotic 
intersection with trucks, 
vehicles, and lots of pedes-
trians.” 

Most neighbors who 
showed up applauded the 
plan, saying that it is nec-
essary for safety’s sake. 

“The redesign is needed 
urgently because the dan-
gers along Fourth Avenue 
have been constant for far 
too long,” said Cobble Hill 
resident Dave Paco Abra-
ham. “Fourth Avenue has 
been an out-of-place high-
way in a residential setting 
that poses significant danger 
to young, old, and everyone 
in between.”

The new designs are a re-

tion’s planned overhaul of the 
roadway between Ovington 
Avenue and 86th Street that 
is intended to make it safer 
for pedestrians by remov-
ing a lane of traffic in each 
direction, widening park-
ing areas, and adding con-
crete islands and pedestrian 
safety barriers — moves that 
some said would do noth-
ing to help.

“It is not any more safe. 
It may even be worse,” said 
board member Scott Klein, 
who argued that a similar re-
vamp caused chaos when im-
plemented in Sunset Park, 
where he claimed the over-
haul between 15th and 64th 
streets led to cars sitting 
two and three deep along 
the curb, blocking the path-
way for drivers entirely.

But the proposal hit its 
biggest speed bump at the 
busy 86th Street intersec-
tion, where the Department 
of Transportation wants to in-
stall a concrete island on the 
southern side,  erect a Man-
hattan-style pedestrian fence 
from 86th halfway to 87th 
Street , designate the right-

hand lane heading toward 
the Verrazano Bridge as a 
bus-only corridor, and extend 
the bus stop to the block be-
tween 87th and 88th streets — 
all moves that were roundly 
booed out of fear they would 
disrupt vehicular traffic to 
much.

“If an ambulance had to 
pass there, it could cause 
a real problem,” said Rev. 
Khader El-Yateem.

One resident argued that 
the projected wrought-iron 
pedestrian corral — simi-
lar to the ones on Jay Street 
near the Manhattan Bridge 
off-ramp, where cars flow 
from the bridge onto local 
streets toward the Brooklyn-
Queens Expressway — was 
bizarre, unnecessary, and ul-
timately useless.

“In Manhattan, I under-
stand. But here I don’t think 
we need a fence,” said Rhea 
McCone. “We’ll just end up 
with people jumping over 
it.”

Lawrence Stelter argued 
the idea to nudge the bus stop 
up half a block would result in 
desperate straphangers run-
ning into 87th Street traffic 

sponse to resident complaints 
about speeding, narrow me-
dians, double parking, and 
hazardous pedestrian condi-
tions, which the agency heard 
at a Feb. 12 public workshop 
in the neighborhood. Groups 
such as the Fourth Avenue 
Task Force and the Park Slope 
Civic Council’s Fourth on 
Fourth Avenue Committee 
have long pushed for safety 
enhancements along the thor-
oughfare. 

The city also plans to add 
planters to the pedestrian is-
land between Pacific Street 
and Atlantic Avenue, and to 
extend the curb on the corner 

of Pacific Street near the sub-
way entrance. In addition, the 
proposal includes the instal-
lation of on-street bike cor-
rals and Muni-Metered park-
ing along the avenue.

Transportation officials 
said the new plan closely 
mirrors Sunset Park’s re-
cently redesigned Fourth 
Avenue traffic lanes from 
15th to 65th streets. 

Gene Aronowitz, a resi-
dent of 45th Street in Sun-
set Park, said that as a driver, 
bicyclist, and pedestrian, he 
has been satisfied with the 
changes. 

“Left turn prohibitions 

Continued from page 1
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to catch their ride to Staten 
Island.

“We’re going to have 
people running across 87th 
Street, and cars coming,” 
Stelter said.

The city’s vision also 
involves stripping away a 
lane between 95th and 101st 
streets on the Sunset Park-
bound side to slow down driv-
ers coming off the Belt Park-
way, relocating eight parking 
spots from Fourth Avenue be-

tween 65th and 66th streets 
to Shore Road Drive in order 
to create a new lane to reduce 
congestion, and installing a 
painted median and 22 left 
turn bays between Ovington 
Avenue and 86th Street.

For the record, the board 
members we spoke to said 
they don’t speed on Fourth 
Avenue — or at least try 
not to.

“I usually watch my speed, 
not only for my safety, but 

for the safety of others,” said 
El-Yateem.

The Community Board 
will not vote on the proposal 
until after a larger public hear-
ing scheduled for June 5.

Public Forum on De-
partment of Transporta-
tion Proposal for Fourth 
Avenue at Saint Anselm’s 
Church [365 83rd St. be-
tween Third and Fourth 
avenues in Bay Ridge] June 
5, 7:15 pm.

Continued from page 1
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Community Board 10 Traffic and Transportation committee chair Brian Kieran 
goes over the city plan for Fourth Avenue at a meeting on Monday night.
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took some getting used to, 
but now are not a problem, 
and help to keep the traffic 
moving,” he said. 

Transportation officials 
were unable to provide sta-
tistics on the Sunset Park 
stretch that was redesigned 
last year, but Mintz-Roth said 
that the changes have been 
effective. 

“If the goal is crash reduc-
tion, then every type of crash 
is down,” he said.  

This isn’t the only part of 
Fourth Avenue up for a pedes-
trian-friendly makeover. The 
city is moving forward with  a 
similar plan in Bay Ridge . 

The only portion of the 
roadway that will retain the 
existing three-lanes will be 
the Downtown-bound lanes 
from Union Street to Atlan-
tic Avenue, which the city 
says requires the extra lane 
during the busy morning 
commute.

Community Board 6’s 
transportation committee 
signed off on the plan. How-
ever, it asked that the DOT 
come back before the board 
with the locations for the pro-
posed bike corrals and the in-
stallation of metered parking. 
The plan will go to the full 
board next month. 

The city will present the 
plan to Community Board 
2’s transportation commit-
tee Tuesday night. 

The city will fatten all pedestrian islands along the 
Park Slope stretch of Fourth Avenue, as shown in 
this rendering, in order to give walkers more space 
when crossing a section of the bustling avenue.
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PARENTKIDS • SCHOOL • STYLE • TEENS • CAMPS • MUSIC

CALL TO ADVERTISE: (718) 260-4552

Call: 230-5255
763 President St. (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.)

A fully licensed and certified preschool
 2-4 year old programs
Licensed teachers
Optimal educational equipment
Exclusive outdoor facilities
Indoor Gym facilities

2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days
Spacious Classrooms
Enriched Curriculum
Caring, loving environment

DAY SCHOOL, INC.

REGISTER NOW – LIMITED SPACES AVAILABLE
For summer 2013 and school year 2013-14

2 blocks from B. Bridge Park Pier 6 Playgrnd 
2 floors Restaurant and Play Space 
81 Atlantic Ave (@Hicks)  718-923-9710  
Mon-Wed 10am—6:30pm,  
Thurs-Sun 10am — 8:30pm  
Www.themoxiespot.com 

THE 

SPOT 

Come Together  
with Family & Friends 

Singalongs $5/child, Otherwise 2nd Floor Play Fee $2.50/child 
$5 max Play fees per family, $2.50 play fee waived with each $15 food purchase 

 Thursdays are FUN!  
Concert & Balloon Twisting 4-6p, $15/family suggstd 

Family Disco Movie Night, Bingo Night! 

NIGHT 

Wii Night 

Singalongs DAY Storytimes Dance Around 

“Best Restaurant Play Room”- TimeOut 
NY Kids! 

Live Music Every Saturday Night! 9:30PM - 2AM 

ACOUSTIC OPEN MIC NIGHT 
Beer - Wine - Drink Specials - Kitchen open until 1am - 

at The Moxie Spot Restaurant 
www.facebook.com/shindigbrooklyn 

Levin also condemned Lopez’s plan to run for the 
council.

“I will not be supporting Vito Lopez’s candidacy for 
City Council and I don’t think his running is the right 
thing to do,” Levin said.

Williamsburg District Leader Chris Olechowski, who 
was also previously backed by Lopez, said he wants to 
get the message to the former borough Dem boss that 
he is persona non grata. 

“He should understand by now that this city doesn’t 
want him in politics,” said Olechowski. “He wouldn’t 
be helping anyone here by running for city council. He’s 
going to be an awkward embarrassment to anyone he 
works with.”

Brooklyn Heights district leader Jo Anne Simon agreed, 
saying that the 71-year-old is a danger to women. 

“No one should support him for election to the city 
council or any other office,” she said. 

Not everyone is demonizing Lopez though. 
Simon Weiser, a member of Community Board 1 and 

an organizer in the Williamsburg Hasidic community, 
said Lopez should be judged on his decades-long record 
of helping Brooklyn communities. 

“For such a politician with rich accomplishments to 
his life, creating housing and educating the poor, to see 
him go down like this, it bothers me,” said Weiser. 

Weiser and Olechowski both said that, despite all the 
scandal, Lopez still has a good chance of winning the 
city council election. 

“He’s got a strong constituent base who have commit-
ted themselves to him for many years,” said Olechowski. 
“It’s unfortunate that those people are still willing to 
campaign for him.”

Lopez is running against Antonio Reynoso, former 
chief of staff of the term-limited incumbent, Diana Reyna 
(D–Williamsburg).

On Friday, Silver submitted a resolution asking the 
Assembly Standing Committee on Ethics and Guidance 
to review the report and consider punishments ranging 
from sanctions to expulsion, which may have pushed 
Lopez to resign.

Continued from page 1
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heard about the plan thanks to a  post on New York Mag-
azine’s website on Friday , were quick to make fun it. The 
website Brokelyn.com, for instance, wrote a tongue-in-
cheek story about what the menu at the new fashion den 
and restaurant might be  .

If the liquor license is approved, it won’t be the first 
time that fashion and booze have mixed on Bedford 
Avenue.

Geoff Weber, owner of the 4th Down Sports bar and 
the Gibson, used to co-own a bar-boutique combination 
that failed within seven months, he says, because shop-
pers couldn’t put two and two together. 

“People were like ‘What are you?,” he said. 
Weber added that he doubted Williamsburgers would 

choose a chain bar over local joints. 
“The might get some bar business from outside the 

neighborhood, but that’s it,” he said. 
Still, others said they would certainly stop by, if only 

for the fashion, claiming a bar surrounding by fabric 
might not be the coolest place to hang out.

“I like their clothes sometimes,” said Sarah Fredette, 
who lives on Devoe Street. “But I don’t think a bar in a 
clothing store will have a very chill vibe.”

I want to inspire my 
kids. 

Even as I write the 
words, though, I am cowed. 
I can just see them cover their 
ears and roll their eyes, hear 
their various protests.

“Boring lecture,” the older 
one might say.

“Hey Mom!” the younger 
one might shout, to make me 
look, then spit a cherry pit at 
me through his teeth. Nice. 

So what good am I at in-
spiration? 

I am forced to remem-
ber what every writer, every 
musician, every dancer, and 
every painter knows: show, 
don’t tell.

It seems fairly easy to show 
what can be achieved in this 
divine Mecca for Inspiration 
that is Brooklyn.

We have documentarians 
and commercial producers, 
dancers and singers, actors, 
musicians, and authors of all 
kinds.

Success drips from every 
building cornice here, build-
ings where the successful of-
ten live in spaces far smaller 
than where the successful 
might live in other places. 
And, of course, I brag con-
stantly to my kids about the 
achievements of people I meet 
at cafes, about the places they 
go, about their appearances on 

television, because I want to 
show what is possible, what is 
just within reach if they want 
it, if they work for it. 

But I cannot just point to 
others’ successes. I have to 
achieve things myself. But 
how? What do I really think 
is important? What do I want 
to show my kids is the best 
way to spend one’s precious 
time on Earth? 

When I asked myself that 
question after quitting full-
time employ six or so years 
ago, I couldn’t really answer. 
Write for the Times? Write 
novels? I’ve tried to believe 
those are the goals, but lying 
to myself only wreaks havoc 
on my system. No. I want to 
do those things, but only as 
a means to do the Greater 
Thing, the Greatest Thing: I 
want to save the world, one 
child at a time.

I came here, to Brooklyn, 
 lured by the cocky strut of 
John Travolta , to fulfill the 
promise of that great lady who 

towers over our great town, 
to help those tired, poor hud-
dled masses lured here from 
everywhere, like me. To help 
them breathe free.

It is hard. I laugh every 
time I hear Ingrid Michael-
son’s song lyric from “Keep 
Breathing”:

I want to change the world, 
instead I sleep.

It is tempting just to sleep, 
but I have children to inspire. 
And so I get up, super early, 
and I think. I think about what 
I can do to save the world. 
And I talk to my neighbors 
at cafes who are trying to do 
the same. And I work, with 
Change for Kids, to bring in-
spiring neighbor friends, like 
musician and author Michael 
Hearst, to school kids in Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant who don’t 
have the seven author visits 
my son’s Park Slope school 
will get from the wealthy pro-
active PTA this year.

Last week, after Michael 
and his band’s awe-inspiring 

performance of his incredible 
book and CD, “Unusual Crea-
tures,” at PS 81, a Teach for 
America teacher who stayed 
on past his tour of duty gripped 
my hand warmly.

“Thank you,” he said with 
gratitude dampening his eyes. 
“These kids never get these 
kinds of special things.”

I was tempted to count 
the excited kids and teach-
ers in the two auditoriums 
Michael managed to keep 
gripped and learning about 
the world’s weirder wildlife, 
with strange instruments like 
the theramin. I was tempted, 
like the group of top child psy-
chiatrists I sat in a room with 
once, to come up with an exact 
number of how many kids we 
could reach in a year. I don’t 
know for sure what that num-
ber is, but with programs like 
Michael’s, it is a lot. 

If only we had a team that 
could do even more.

So I finally figured it out. 
Creating a team that makes 
that happen is what I need to 
do to show my children first 
hand the lesson that to inspire, 
one must be inspired. 

Let me know if you want 
to help. Stephsthompson@
gmail.com.

Continued from page 1
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How to inspire my kids?
Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER
twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper
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www.parkslopedaycamp.com
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