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By Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

Thirsty Prospect Park–goers will 
no longer have to worry about germ-
spreading spigot-suckers or thirsty 
dogs slobbering all over the spout 

now that new, bottle-friendly bub-
blers are being unveiled. 

Brooklyn’s backyard plans to re-
place some of its standard drinking 
fountains —the kind dogs can eas-

FILL’ER UP! 
New fountains in P’Park let 
drinkers top-off water bottles

Runner Nakaia Mair of East Flatbush loves to hydrate with the new 
bottle-filling fountains in Prospect Park.
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By Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

Hoboken’s loss is Brook-
lyn’s gain. 

A beloved 107-year-old fer-
ryboat booted out of its Hobo-
ken home on the Hudson River 
last week has found refuge in 
Red Hook. 

The history-rich SS Yan-
kee was tugged over to its new 
home at the Gowanus Bay Ter-
minal on July 2, after becom-
ing homeless.

“We had nowhere to go,” 
said owner Victoria MacKen-

zie-Childs. “This was a way 
for Yankee to exist.”

MacKenzie-Childs and her 
husband, Richard, are both art-
ists and have owned the boat 
for the past 12 years. Said to 

be the oldest known ferryboat 
in the country, the U.S. Navy 
commissioned it during World 
Wars I and II to be a patrol boat. 
During the 1920s, it shuttled 
thousands of newly-arrived im-
migrants from Ellis Island to 
New York City. 

After spending eight years 
docked at a private pier in 
Hoboken, the steel-hulled pas-
senger vessel was forced, in the 
wake of Hurricane Sandy, to 
relocate to a pier owned by the 
New Jersey city. In March, the 

Historic ferry fi nds 
new home in Hook 

Victoria MacKenzie-Childs, owner of the historic SS 
Yankee ferryboat, is happy that the vessel has found a 
potentially permanent home in Red Hook.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
E

liz
ab

et
h 

G
ra

ha
m

 

By Jaime Lutz
The Brooklyn Paper

Fulton Mall is beginning to 
look more like a “mall.”

Last week snazzy European 
retailer H&M became the new-
est addition to this once-blighted 

strip of Downtown near the in-
tersection of Bridge Street. The 
store held an opening day block 
party, which was attended by 
hundreds of people.

“It’s part of the revitalization 
of the area and it’s part of our ex-
tension plan,” said Nicole Chris-

tie, a spokeswoman for the bud-
get clothing company.

Although this is the second 
H&M in the borough, the Fulton 
Mall location is now the com-
pany’s flagship store in Brook-
lyn. In 2001, it opened a store 
in King’s Plaza.

Over the last decade, Fulton 
Mall has undergone a transfor-
mation. It’s become the home of 
Brooklyn’s first Shake Shack res-
taurant and now houses shopping 
center staples like the Gap, Ar-
mani Exchange, and  Swarovski 
Crystal .

H&M helped sparked this 
revitalization by  announcing 
in 2008 its intention to open a 
store on the mall . The company 
had planned to open by 2009, 
but was thwarted by nearby in-
frastructure construction, said 
Christie.

H&M fi nally opens on Fulton Mall

The retailer was originally supposed to come in 2009.
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Everyone in the water!
Thousands of people escaped the sweltering 90-degree heat on the Fourth of July by 
taking a dip in the ocean at Coney Island.
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By Scott Hansen
for The Brooklyn Paper

Four thousand one hundred 
and ninety-two hits. One hundred 
points in one basketball game. A 
56-game hitting streak.

Forget all those numbers, as 
they have been rendered mean-
ingless. 

The new standard is 69 — the 
quantity of hot dogs and buns 
Joey “Jaws” Chestnut ate in 10 
minutes during sport’s most gru-
eling event. 

Chestnut stuffed the 69th in 
his mouth just as time expired 

Chestnut shatters records at Nathan’s hot dog contest
‘JAWS’ REIGNS SUPREME

to shatter his previous record of 
68 franks that the now-seven-
time winner of Nathan’s Fourth 
of July Hot Dog Eating contest 
had reached twice before. 

Three words explain the feat 
best: amazing, incredible, and, 
most appropriately, disgusting.

Matt “Megatoad” Stoney was 
the only other eater who chal-
lenged Chestnut in the contest. 
Stoney started with an early 
lead, but couldn’t keep up with 
the metronome pace set by Jaws. 
Stoney finished in second place 

Joey “Jaws” Chestnut en route his seventh victory.
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By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

The Astro Tower looks much 
more earthbound now.

On July 4, amid fears that 
the defunct rotating observation 

tower would topple over, the city 
and Luna Park, which surrounds 
the tower, tore down the pole that 
stood 270 feet tall. 

Longtime Coney Island-
ers said they were heartbroken 

to see it gone. The tower was 
the last vestige of Astroland, a 
space-themed amusement area 
that opened in 1962 and  came 
down in 2009 to make way for 
Luna Park .

“I’m very sad about it, and 
I’m sure anybody with any his-
tory in Coney Island is too,” said 
Carol Albert, whose  late hus-
band Jerry Albert founded As-

Shaky Astro Tower is torn down

A VERY WET & WILD FOURTH OF JULY IN CONEY ISLAND

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

A drunk man died early Monday 
morning when he jumped onto the 
tracks of the G train to relieve him-
self and ended up electrocuting him-

self on the third rail. 
Matthew Zeno, 30, was taken to 

Woodhull Hospital and declared dead 
on arrival from electrocution. A friend 
who tried to pull Zeno away from the 

Third-rail death
Cops: Man and his friend jumped 
down onto the tracks to urinate

A man electrocuted himself 
when he climbed down onto 
the tracks at the Broadway 
station of the G train.
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is awesome

By Jaime Lutz
The Brooklyn Paper

Facing unemployment, the medi-
cal staff of Long Island College Hos-
pital is taking a deep breath and say-
ing “om.”

The New York State Nurses Associ-
ation is asking yoga instructors, zumba 
teachers, and others to share skills or their 
area of expertise in order to boost the 

morale of the hospital’s caregivers.
Several weeks ago, the State Uni-

versity of New York defied a court or-
der and  amputated the troubled institu-
tion by cutting off ambulance service 
to its emergency room .

“In an effort to keep spirits up, we 
are planning classes at the hospital for 
the dedicated NYSNA and 1199 [union] 
members [who] continue to staff the hos-

pital and are reporting for duty day and 
night,” said Michelle Green, a member 
of the Nurses Association, in an email 
to involved community members. 

Eliza Bates, a spokeswoman for the 
New York State Nurses Association, 
said that the union was also going to 
be giving continuing-education classes 
for nurses at the hospital. Now that the 

LICH nurses turn to yoga
Nurses association seeks experts to help with morale

See WATER  on page 11See BOAT  on page 12

See JAWS  on page 13

See TOWER  on page 12

See LICH  on page 13
See DEATH  on page 13

WATCH THIS SPACE
Watchtower unloads its DUMBO properties for $375 million
By Jaime Lutz
The Brooklyn Paper

One of DUMBO’s largest landown-
ers is moving out — and it has sold its 
property for a song.

The Watchtower Bible and Tract So-
ciety, better known as the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses, has unloaded six factory-
style buildings in the booming neigh-
borhood for $375 million, a discounted 
price that has experts believing the tall, 
fat structures won’t be converted into 
expensive condos anytime soon. 

“I suspect that these will be kept for 
[office use],” said Stevie Palmese, a re-

altor with Massey Knakal who claimed 
the city would not change zoning to 
allow residential in the massive foot-
print. 

The cluster of six properties located 
at 117 Adams St. between Sands and 
York streets; 175 Pearl St. between Sands 
and High streets; 55 Prospect St. be-
tween Adams and Pearl streets; 81 Pros-
pect St. between Pearl and Jay streets; 
77 Sands St. between Pearl and York 
streets, and 90 Sands St. between Pearl 
and Jay streets, which are zoned for man-
ufacturing and commercial use, could These Watchtower buildings in DUMBO are among the six properties 

being sold for $375 million by the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society.
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See SALE  on page 6
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By Scott Hansen
for The Brooklyn Paper

Cyclones 2
Staten Island 1
July 3 at MCU Park (10 
innings)

 Carlos “Oil-Can” Valdez 
and Akeel “The Cat” Morris 
combined to shut down the 
Yanks, giving up just the four 
hits and two walks, and strik-
ing out 10, giving the team 
its first win over the hated 
Staten Island Yankees and 
break their four-game los-
ing streak.

Aberdeen 5
Cyclones 1
July 4 at MCU Park

The Cyclones’ lone run 
came in the fifth inning of 
this Fourth of July trounc-
ing, when the Clones’ catcher 
Tomas Nido hit an RBI dou-
ble to left field to allow James 
“Papa” Roche to score.

Aberdeen 6
Cyclones 5
July 5 at Aberdeen

A back-and-forth road 
game ended badly as the 
Clones lost to the IronBirds 

for the fifth-straight time.

Cyclones 5
Aberdeen 3
July 6 at Aberdeen

Patrick “To Infinity and” 
Biondi had a humongous 
night, with three runs and 
two RBIs and four different 
Cyclones’ pitchers had their 
hands in retiring 12 straight 
batters to preserve the win.

Cyclones 3
Lowell 0
July 7 at MCU Park

The Cyclones’ pitching 
came through for the sec-
ond straight night and the 
Brooklyn Boys of Summer 
beat the Lowell Spinners 3–0 
for their second shutout of 
the season.

Cyclones 4
Lowell 3
July 8 at MCU Park

The Cyclones exploded 
for a three-run second in-
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*Shown is a Cambridge Pavingstone without ArmorTec.

(DISTRIBUTOR AREA)

Both pavingstones shown above were installed in residential driveways in 2006 
(Photos taken in January 2010)

FREE 
FREE 
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...because I just can’t live without her. 

I’m applying for an 

MCU Auto Loan today…

Whatever your reason, 
getting your auto loan at MCU 

makes perfect sense.
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*   These rates are available to well-qualified borrowers when payroll deduction or direct deposit is selected as the method of 
repayment. Some applicants will qualify at higher rates as determined by creditworthiness. For model years 2013-2012, your 
payments will consist of 60 monthly payments of $17.51 on each $1,000 borrowed at 1.95% APR. For model year 2011, 
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Apply today, call 1-888-4MCU-AUTO or visit nymcu.org 
For more  
information, 
scan  
the code.

I
n life, as in baseball, it’s sink or 
swim.

I volunteered as a missionary 
a little more than five years ago and 
was assigned to Las Vegas, where I 
worked with Spanish-speaking resi-
dents. I spent two months at a train-
ing center learning the language and 
developing my teaching skills before 
setting off for Sin City.

My teammate in Vegas didn’t 
speak a lick of Spanish, and after I 
spoke with the first Spanish-speaking 
man I met, I became convinced I had 
been taught the wrong language. I was 
in a city I hadn’t been to before, trying 
to speak a language I hardly knew, 
and was completely overwhelmed 
and unprepared. Keeping my head 
above water wasn’t easy.

But that experience helped me im-
mensely with my latest life’s jour-
ney — my visit to Brooklyn to cover 
the Cyclones, where I once again 
find myself in a huge city, virtually 
alone, attempting to learn a style and 
a side of the professional world with 
which I’m not familiar. Those over-
whelmed and unprepared feelings 
came rushing back.

But at least this time, I was used 

to them.
A few of the Cyclones players have 

had a similar experience with the team. 
During an extra-innings game on July 
1 against the Staten Island Yankees, 
the Cyclones’ bullpen was running 
thin in the 11th. So manager Rich Don-
nelly called on shortstop Ismael Ti-
jerina to take the mound.

Tijerina last pitched in a game 
in high school in his hometown of 
Monterrey, Mexico — more than 
five years ago. But T.J. didn’t ask too 
many questions. He took the mound 
and pitched more than one inning, 
even getting a strikeout. Man, did 
he ever swim.

Matt Oberste grew up playing 
third base, but a couple of arm in-
juries took away the positions he 
was familiar with, and he ended up 
this year at first base – a position 
he had never played, and was now 
having to learn against profession-

How to stay afl oat 
in the big, big city

als — and he’ll tell you he’s done a 
fine job on the opposite side of the 
field, where his job requirement is 
to catch balls more often then he 
throws them.

Tijerina, Oberste and I have all 
been thrown into the figurative deep 
end of the pool and told not just 
to just swim, but to do so while 
fully clothed. None of us have com-
plained, however. We’re out here to 
do whatever we’re asked so we can 
make it to the big leagues.

I am proud to say, eight months 
after I spoke with that first Span-
ish-speaking gentleman, I became 
fluent in Spanish. It came through 
hard work, help from other people, 
and a little dose of miracle. Simi-
larly, I can say with a certain de-
gree of confidence, I have begun 
to understand the style and the nu-
ances of journalism in the profes-
sional world and am on my way 
to increasing my own versatility. 
That too has only come from con-
sistent work.

Tijerina, who will never be listed 
as a member of the Cyclones bull-
pen, and Oberste, who might return 
to his natural position at third base 
once he heals, have the opportunity 
to be more versatile and increase 
their prestige for teams in the show. 
But like my Spanish and my ad-
justment to Brooklyn journalism, 
they’ll need to make sure they can 
keep their heads above water.

Hopefully, we’ll all get a little 
dose of miracle.

Fast 
Furious
By Scott Hansen

The
Ride

Good pitching, 
clutch hitting

ning and then scored a tie-
breaking run in the eighth to 
stop Lowell’s comeback at-
tempt to pick up the team’s 
third-straight win.

After Lowell tied the game 
in the top of the eighth, out-
fielder Patrick “To Infinity 
and” Biondi led off the bot-
tom half with a walk. Two 
outs later, King hit a shot to 
center, where two Lowell 
outfielders collided, allow-
ing the ball to fall between 
them and bring in Biondi in 
for the deciding run.

Lowell 5
Cyclones 2
July 9 at MCU Park

Cyclones manager Rich 
Donnelly blasted his boys for 

“sloppy” play that snapped 
a three-game winning 
streak. 

“It was a lack of effort 
today,” he said. “We had 
three errors, and I think 
all of them were on routine 
plays. It was just sloppy and 
when you do that, you de-
serve to lose.”

Three Brooklyn errors 
turned into two unearned 
runs for the Spinners, and 
Lowell dodged a sweep 
with the 5–2 win at MCU 
Park.

Clones’ second baseman 
L.J. “Mini-Maz” Mazzilli re-
corded his first and second 
errors of the season — the 
second one allowing another 
Lowell run in the ninth. 

Starting pitcher Miller Diaz fires off a pitch during 
Sunday’s shutout win against the Lowell Spinners.
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By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

A trio of teenagers were 
arrested after allegedly caus-
ing chaos at McCarren Park 
Pool. 

The pool was packed to 
maximum capacity late Sun-
day afternoon when the three 
young men started jumping 
into the pool over and over 
again, frightening other 
swimmers, and commit-
ting the cardinal pool-side 
sin, running near the pool, 
police said.  

“They were acting in a 
dangerous manner and caus-
ing alarm to the other peo-
ple in the pool,” said NYPD 
officer Sophia Tassy-Mason. 
“The way they were running 
around the pool, they could 
have hurt someone.”

Pool security told the 
teens to leave, but they in-
stead started running around 
the pool and shoving pool pa-

ARRESTS AT POOL
Three rowdy teens busted at McCarren Park

McCarren pool opened last month without in-
cident, but last Sunday saw a tussle that landed 
three teenagers in jail.
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trons as they dodged authori-
ties, according to police. 

When the cops showed 
up, the teens ran from them 
too, and allegedly tried to 
shimmy away before they 
were captured. 

Police charged Jose Car-
rero, 17, with reckless en-
dangerment, resisting ar-
rest and disorderly conduct. 
They charged Guillermo Cor-
onador, 18, with reckless en-
dangerment and disorderly 
conduct. Jevone McIlwain, 
19, is facing charges of as-
sault for hitting a cop, as well 
as disorderly conduct.

These were the first arrests 
since the pool opened for the 
season on June 27.  So far 
this year,  the pool has been 
much calmer than last year , 
when there were several ar-
rests in the first week that the 
pool was open and the city 
repeatedly closed it. 

By Colin Mixson
The Brooklyn Paper

Maybe they’re trying to get into 
Green-Wood Cemetery.

A bottle-nosed dolphin was found 
belly up on Coney Island Beach on 
June 30, marking the fourth time this 
year humanity’s favorite sea mammals 
have found a terrestrial grave in the 
Borough of Kings.

Witnesses spotted the nearly seven-
foot-long, male dolphin on the sands 
near W. 15th Street at 6:15 pm — al-
though due to the creature’s advanced 
state of decomposition, many beach-
goers smelled the sea creature before 
seeing him.

“It was giving off a very strong 
smell,” a witness told awalkinthepa-
rknyc.blogspot.com, which was first 
to report the death.

The dead dolphin was unceremoni-
ously fork-lifted off the beach by Parks 
Department employees  and deposited 
at a nearby Parks facility. 

The following day, biologists from 
the Riverhead Foundation collected the 
poor fella’s remains. They took him 
to their Long Island headquarters for 
study, according to Rob DiGiovanni, 
Executive Director and Senior Biolo-
gist at Riverhead Foundation. River-

Dead dolphin at Coney
Four have been found dead on boro’s shore this year

suffered severe lung-worm infection, 
which likely contributed to its death, 
according to DiGiovanni.

A conclusive cause of death, how-
ever, could not be determined because it 
had decomposed so much, which made 
taking skin samples impossible.

The stinky find marks the third dead 
dolphin to wind up in Brooklyn, with 
one famously meeting its maker after 
 taking a dip in the Gowanus Canal . 
Rounding out the borough’s deceased 
sea mammals was a  baby porpoise  that 
washed up on Coney Island Beach in 
February.

With 33 stranded whales, dolphins 
and porpoises, the New York Harbor 
and Long Island area is approaching 
the locales’ yearly average of stranded 
sea mammals, although the biologists 
in Riverhead have yet to draw any con-
clusions explaining the cause of this 
unfortunate trend.

“It appears to be a little busy this 
year, but what that means is hard to 
determine,” said DiGiovanni. 

To help the Riverhead Founda-
tion better understand the trend, 
the senior biologist there is asking 
people to phone their hot line, (631) 
369–9829, and report any dolphin 
sighted in the area.

Beach goers found this long-
dead dolphin washed up on Co-
ney Island’s beach on Sunday.
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head rescues, rehabilitates, and releases 
seals, sea turtles, whales, dolphins, and 
porpoises.

At a necropsy conducted at the foun-
dation on Monday, Riverhead personnel 
determined that the deceased dolphin 
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We are pleased to welcome David B. Samadi, MD
to Lenox Hill Hospital as Chair of  the Department of  Urology 
and Chief  of  Robotic Surgery.

Recognized internationally as a pioneer in robotic surgery for prostate cancer, Dr. Samadi 

brings an innovative approach to the treatment of prostate cancer, prostate health and 

men’s health at North Shore-LIJ Health System’s Lenox Hill Prostate Cancer Center.  

As part of the health system, Dr. Samadi and his patients have access to our 

award-winning resources and facilities. 

Dr. Samadi is a Professor of Urology at Hofstra North Shore-LIJ School of Medicine, 

where we are advancing medical education for the next generation.

For an appointment, call (212) 365-5000.

485 Madison Avenue, 21st Floor, New York, New York 10022

Learn more about Dr. Samadi and 
Lenox Hill Prostate Cancer Center.

Visit lenoxhillhospital.org/roboticoncology.
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Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
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and insurance plans accommodated
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Schedule your consultation 
with Dr. Stanislaus and Dr. E. 
Lisa Reid to learn more about 
HYBRIDGE®  and all of your 
dental options.  

HYBRIDGE ®  replaces all of your 
upper and/or lower teeth and 
is permanently supported with 
5 to 6 dental implants. Choose 
HYBRIDGE®   and experience a 
lifetime of dental comfort.

BrooklynHybridge.com

(718) 857-6639
or visit us online today!

Brought to you by 
Eugene D. Stanislaus, D.D.S. & E. Lisa Reid, D.M.D. 
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 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

A 50-year-old man was ar-
rested for choking a woman 
and threatening her with a 
knife on Schermerhorn 
Street on July 8 — and cops 
say they found crack para-
phernalia on the suspect dur-
ing his arrest.

The victim told police that 
she was between Smith and 
Hoyt streets at 5:50 am when 
the suspect latched onto her 
neck and drew a blade. When 
cops arrested the suspect, 
they found a crack pipe and 
four baggies lined with the 

drug’s residue in his back-
pack, according to court doc-
uments.

Grand theft bike
Police arrested an 18-year-

old man they say stole a guy’s 
bike from inside an Atlantic 
Avenue apartment building 
on July 5.

The victim told police that 
he left his bike in a hallway 
at the building between Bond 
and Nevins streets at 6:50 pm, 
and returned five minutes later 
to find it had vanished. 

The victim said he’s cer-
tain the suspect took it, and 
said he saw the young man 
riding it around Atlantic Av-
enue in the minutes immedi-

ately following its theft, ac-
cording to court documents.
 — Colin Mixson

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Wiped clean
A crook swiped a man’s 

fresh sack of laundry that was 
left in front of his First Street 
apartment on June 28. 

The 38-year-old victim, 
who lives between Seventh 
and Eighth avenues, told cops 
that his laundry delivery ser-
vice dropped off the large 
bag of clean clothes worth 
more than $1,000 in front of 
his apartment door at 5 pm. 
About three hours later his 

wife realized that the laun-
dry bag was missing. 

The perp got away with 
seven pairs of men’s under-
wear, seven pairs of wom-
en’s underwear, four bloom-
ers, a pair of pants, 13 shirts, 
two leggings, two bras, two 
pairs of pajamas, seven pairs 
of socks, two dresses, three 
shorts, nine towels, 10 wash-
cloths, and one bath mat. 

Expensive loss 
A bandit jacked a man’s 

brand-new $50,000 car that 
he left parked on Saint Marks 
Place sometime between June 
30 and July 2. 

The 37-year-old man told 
police that he left his blue 
2013 BMW on the street near 
Fourth Avenue on June 30 at 
7 pm, and when he returned 
two days later at 7 pm, his 
pricey ride was missing. 

Transit crime 
A thief swiped a Metro-

politan Transportation Au-
thority employee’s bag while 
he was working inside the 
Atlantic Avenue terminal 
on July 7. 

The 48-year-old light 
maintainer told police that 
he entered the electrical dis-
tribution room located in the 
lower mezzanine of the sta-
tion and placed his bag down 
at 10 am, leaving the room 
unlocked.

When he returned 30 min-
utes later, he discovered that 
his blue backpack holding 
his cellphone, eyeglasses, 
30 transit keys, screwdriv-
ers, work helmet, and other 
tools, was missing. 

Motorbike theft
A perp stole a man’s mo-

torcycle parked on Seventh 
Street sometime between July 
2 and July 3. 

The 33-year-old man told 
cops that he left his white 
two-wheeler on the street 
near Eighth Avenue at 7 pm 
on July 2 and when he re-
turned the next day at 2 pm, 
his ride was missing. 

Looted 
A bandit burglarized a 

woman’s Ninth Street home 
and made off with some 
pricey valuables on July 5.

The 34-year-old woman 
told police that she left her 
residence between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues at 1:30 pm. 
When she came back about 
eight hours later, she noticed 
that her laptop, Nikon dig-
ital camera, and two cam-
era lenses were missing. The 
woman said that she may have 
left the back door open, ac-
cording to cops.  

Car break in 
A criminal smashed the 

window of a car parked on 
Flatbush Avenue and made 
off with a bunch of goods 
and $760 on the July 4. 

The 52-year-old woman 
told cops that she left her 
tan Toyota on the street near 
Ocean Avenue at 7:30 am and 
when she returned just 45 
minutes later, she found the 
rear passenger-side window 
broken. The crook made off 
with the woman’s cash, her 
purse, wallet, credit and debit 
cards, and cellphone. 

Grab bag 
A sly crook snagged a 

woman’s wallet from her 
bag while she was inside a 
Seventh Avenue supermar-
ket on July 3.

The 57-year-old woman 
told police that she noticed 
her wallet, containing $500, 
her debit and credit cards, 
and driver’s license, was 
missing at 7:10 pm when 
she went to go pay for the 
items she picked up at the 
grocery store between 12th 
and 13th streets. 

The woman said that she last 
saw her wallet 10 minutes prior 
when she put it in her bag inside 
her Vanderbilt Street home, ac-
cording to cops. 

Shortly after, the woman 
received a call from her bank 
stating that the thief attempted 
to make purchases with her 
cards at an Atlantic Avenue 
department store nearby. 

Computer heist 
A crook stole a MacBook 

Pro from an employee at a 
Butler Street waffle business 
on July 2. 

The victim told cops that 
the perp swiped the laptop 
from the business office of the 
establishment between near 
Third Avenue at 7:30 am. 

The baseball cap-wear-
ing miscreant was caught 
on surveillance video tak-
ing the computer and flee-
ing the scene.  
 — Natalie Musumeci

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens-Cobble 

Hill–Red Hook

Divine hammer
A 25-year-old man was ar-

rested after smashing a ham-

mer through the windows of 
a car parked on Carroll Street 
on July 7.

The literal-minded Breed-
ers fan shattered the wind-
shield and front windows 
of the 1997 Dodge Caravan 
near Hicks Street at 12:32 
pm, cops said. 

Pot luck
Police arrested a man who 

they say was a wanted thief 
on Baltic Street on July 3 — 
after spotting him with a bag 
of marijuana.

An officer said he was near 
Smith Street at 11:55 pm when 
the suspect dropped the bag 
of pot in front of him. When 
police searched the 54 year 
old, they say they found a 
stolen navigation system 
on him.

The man had previously 
been suspected of stealing 
cash, a navigation system, 
and headphones from a ve-
hicle earlier this year, cops 
said. — Jaime Lutz

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Plumb bad luck
A perp posing as a plumber 

ripped off several lengths of 
copper pipe, a shower head, 
and two fishing rods from 
a 78th Street construction 
site on July 1, according to 
cops.

A witness said he saw and 
confronted the metal fiend as 
the crook entered the build-
ing near the corner of Shore 
Road at 9:20 am. The vil-
lain told the bystander that he 
was on the job installing the 
water system. But when the 
construction company owner 
stopped by at 6:50 pm, he dis-
covered his tubing, tackle, 
and faucet missing.

Naked
A burglar swiped hun-

dreds of dollars in clothes 
from a Ridge Boulevard 
apartment on July 27, po-
lice report.

The victim said she left her 
pad between 70th and 71st 
streets at 1 pm and returned 
four hours later to find her 
door and rear window ajar 
— and 20 of her shirts, two 
pairs of her pants, one set of 
shoes, five of her watches, 
and $60 in cash stolen.

Bag swipe
A lowlife lifted a senior’s 

purse from a bus selling Met-
roCards outside a Brooklyn 
politician’s Fifth Avenue of-
fice on July 1, authorities al-
lege.

The 82-year-old victim 
said she set her bag down on 
the ledge of the vending vehi-
cle in front of the pol’s head-
quarters between 74th and 
75th streets at 1 pm. When 
she returned an hour later, the 
pocketbook was gone.

Prep perp
A burglar stole thousands 

in designer accessories from 
a car parked near a Dyker 
Heights preparatory school 
on July 7, cops say.

The victim told police she 
left her vehicle between Bat-
tery and Seventh avenues at 
3:20 pm to attend a baseball 
game. When she returned 
to the car after the ninth in-
ning, she found her passen-
ger-side window smashed 
and her pricey Mulberry 
purse, Marc Jacobs hand-
bag, Bobby Brown make-up, 
Michael Kors wallet, Louis 
Vuitton wallet, iPhone, iPad, 
and $100 in cash missing. 
 — Will Bredderman

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Ash bash 
A man was arrested for al-

legedly beating another man 
with a giant ashtray on Clay 
Street on July 8. 

The victim told police that 
he was between Paige Ave-
nue and McGuinness Boule-
vard at 4:15 pm, arguing with 
the 20-year-old suspect, when 
the man suddenly picked up 
a cigarette receptacle and hit 
the victim in the head with 
it several times. 

The victim suffered cuts 

to the head and swelling to 
the hand and was taken to a 
hospital for treatment. The 
suspect was charged with 
second- and third-degree 
assault, menacing, crimi-
nal possession of a weapon 
and harassment. 

Bike by
Two teenagers were ar-

rested for allegedly attack-
ing a man and a woman rid-
ing on a bicycle on N. Eighth 
Street on July 8 — and then 
stealing their backpack. 

One of the two victims 
told the county district at-
torney’s office that they 
were riding between Dri-
ggs Avenue and Roebling 
Street at 2:40 am when one 
teen lunged at them, pull-
ing the pair off the bicycle. 
He then grabbed their back-
pack and ran off with another 
teen who had been acting as 
lookout. 

Both suspects are charged 
with robbery, strangulation, 
robbery, assault, criminal 
obstruction of breathing, 
criminal possession of sto-
len property, menacing and 
harassment.  
 — Danielle Furfaro

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Bushwick

No phone home
A man assaulted a woman 

and stole her phone as she was 
walking home on McKibben 
Street on July 7.

The 22-year-old woman 
told police that she was 
near White Street at 7:30 
pm when the man ran up 
to her, punched her in the 
face, and then ran off with 
her iPhone. 

A guy who was standing 
nearby and witnessed the in-
cident tried to run after the 
robber, but lost him. 

Knife-wielding crackhead attacks woman
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My husband and I are 
planning to take a trip 
out to Coney Island next 
weekend, but now we’re 

hearing that people our age—
we’re both in our late 60s—can 
get sick from swimming at some 
of New York City’s beaches. Is this 
true? Can you please you tell me 
more about the health risks?  

As the summer heats up, New York 
City’s shores look more and more invit-
ing. However, the rumors are correct:  
the water quality of the city’s beaches 
may vary, especially due to New York’s 
proximity to industrial areas. Senior citi-
zens are an especially vulnerable popu-
lation to the health risks posed by swim-
ming in contaminated water. 

All bodies of water can contain micro-
organisms and pollutants that may be 
harmful to humans in high quantities, 
but the number of microorganisms and 
pollutants is usually so small that our 
bodies’ immune systems and antibod-
ies can defend us against them. How-
ever, when the concentration of germs 
or toxins in water becomes too high for 
our bodies to fight off, illnesses, ranging 
from minor to severe, can occur. This is 
one of the many reasons why New York 
City’s Department of Health monitors all 
of the area’s public and private beaches, 
closing the ones at which swimming 
conditions have become unsafe due to 
contamination.

To determine whether water quality 
meets standards for safe swimming, the 
New York City Department of Health 
currently samples waters at beaches 
once a week to measure levels of a bac-
teria called enterococci, which can cause 
urinary tract infections, bacteremia, and 
meningitis in high quantities.  High lev-
els of enterococci at the beach indicate 
the waters may also contain other dis-
ease-causing microbes that are present 
but are more difficult to detect. 

Though some groups may be more vul-
nerable than others, it is important to re-
member that swimming in unsanitary or 
polluted water poses a danger to anyone 
who dives in. Waterborne illnesses can 
usually be addressed with antibiotics, so 
if you find yourself experiencing any of 
the common symptoms of swimming in 
contaminated water, such as vomiting, 
diarrhea and nausea, after a trip to the 
beach, you should contact your doctor 
immediately. 

To stay safe this summer, be sure to 
check the Department of Health’s website, 
www.nyc.gov/health/beach each time 
you plan to head to the City’s shores. 
The Department maintains a list of open 
beaches with risky bacterial levels as 
well as a list of open beaches that are 
adversely affected by wet weather. With 
a little bit of research and the proper 
precautions, the only thing scary about 
a trip to Coney Island will be the drop at 
the beginning of the Cyclone. 

By Smruti Mohanty, M.D. Chief of Gastroenterology
New York Methodist Hospital

By Jaime Lutz
The Brooklyn Paper

There’s no need to run for 
the border anymore. 

Brooklyn appears to be 
erupting with Mexican food 
restaurants. Rocco’s Tacos 

and Tequila Bar, and poten-
tially Chipotle Mexican Grill, 
will be opening new outposts 
Downtown.  

Rocco’s Tacos has signed 
a 15-year lease for the ground 
floor at 339 Adams St., ac-

cording to the restaurant. It’s 
taking over the space near 
Fulton Street where  Mor-
ton’s Steakhouse — which 
closed in February 2012 — 
once resided .

This will be the first New 

Morton’s space will go Mexican
Downtown steakhouse shell to house Florida’s Rocco’s Tacos next year 

York location for the Florida-
based chain. The new restau-
rant is expected to open by 
winter 2014.

On top of that, One Metro-
tech Center — la casa of 
Brooklyn Paper — is likely 
to get a Chipotle Mexican 
Grill restaurant, according 
to sources in the know who 
say the burrito bar will move 
in next store to the Au Bon 
Pain at the corner of Lawence 
Street. That space was pre-
viously the home to a Chi-

nese restaurant know to many 
Metrotechers as the “worst-
case scenario.”

The first Rocco’s Tacos 
was founded in West Palm 
Beach, Fla., in 2007. But New 
York native Rocco Mangel 
has long wanted to open a 
restaurant in the city. It’s in 
his blood, he says, his grand-
father was the general man-
ager of Copacabana.

“I’m beyond excited to in-
troduce the Rocco’s Tacos 
brand to the New York mar-

ket,” Mangel said. “Growing 
up in Long Island, I always 
hoped to open a restaurant in 
my home state. Brooklyn is a 
thriving borough that I love 
and I’m confident that we will 
be a great addition to the vibe 
and dining culture.”

The Chipotle will be the 
third new restaurant to open 
in Metrotech in the past two 
years, joining both  Five Guys 
Burgers and Fries  and Cafe 
La Defense, which also has 
a bar. 

Morton’s Steakhouse closed its Adams Street lo-
cation in 2012; but the space will soon offer tacos.
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By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Williamsburg’s Swing-
ing Sixties Senior Center 
may have caught a reprieve 
thanks to funding provided 
by the City Council — but 
that stay of execution might 
end in September, because 
the city canceled the cen-
ter’s lease.

At the end of the recent 
city budget session, the 
Council allocated $570,000 
to the Swinging Sixties Se-
nior Center and $1.2 million 
to the Small World Day Care 
Center hosted upstairs. 

That money will replace 
funding that the  city cut last 
year for both the senior and 
day-care centers based in 
the  building at the corner 
of Ainslie Street and Man-

hattan Avenue. 
“We’re thrilled that the 

centers were funded for this 
coming year,” said Greg Han-
lon, spokesman for St. Nick’s 
Alliance, a housing and com-
munity advocate organiza-
tion. “We’re working hard to 
ensure that they will remain 
as community resources into 
the future.”

But when the city can-
celled the day care and se-
nior centers’ contracts, it told 
the center that it would end 
its 10-year lease two years 
early, at the end of Septem-
ber 2013, said Community 
Board 1 member Janice Pe-
terson.

Now activists are trying 
to get the landlord to extend 
the lease. Peterson, who ral-
lied to get the center open in 
the early 1970s, said she has 

to help out the center.
St. Nick’s Alliance has 

even  offered to purchase 
the building from the pri-
vate landlord for $6 million . 
That bid has increased by $2 
million since the group put in 
an initial bid in March.

In the meantime, Peterson 
said they have been working 
hard to restore the building. 
It’s been painted and cleaned, 
and they are replacing furni-
ture that has been there for 
more than three decades.

If the center’s support-
ers can’t extend the lease 
or buy the building, Peter-
son intends to tell everybody 
to just stay put.

“We won’t go,” said Pe-
terson. “Watch them try to 
evict a bunch of seniors and 
little kids.”

More than 160 little ones attend day care at the 
Swinging Sixties Senior Center.
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Day care, senior centers gets funding, but may still have to close

SWINGING INTO ACTION

The way a home town Halal Shop should be.

INTERNATIONAL DELICACIES IN BAY RIDGE!

Raw Almonds ...............................................$549LB.

Walnut Halves ..............................................$699LB.

Fresh Dried Apricots TURKISH .....................$399LB.

Fresh Dried Cranberries ..............................$399LB.

Fresh Dried Figs TURKISH ............................$499LB.

Golden Raisins .............................................$399LB.

California Pistachios ....................................$699LB.

Fresh Large Medjoul Dates .........................$599LB.

Shams Natural Deglets Dates 2lbs..............$746

Gourmet 
Nuts & 

Dried Fruits

Meat &
Poultry

Our Meats & Poultry 
Arrive Fresh Daily! 

Never Frozen. 
Halal USDA Ground Beef .............................$299 LB.

Halal USDA Balady Premium Sausage ........ $419
LB.

Halal USDA Baby Lamb Chops .....................$699
LB.

Halal USDA Shish Kabob 
“Ready & Spiced for Grill and BBQ” .........$499

LB.

Halal USDA Chicken Drums & Thighs ...........$199
LB.

Baraka 

Pickled 
Cucumbers
100% Natural 6.6 LB.

ONLY
$349

ONLY
$499

ONLY
$189

Olay Premium 

Grape Leaves
16 OZ. 

Domino Sugar
4 LB.  

2/$5

ONLY

98¢

Enjoy 

Mango OR 
Guava Nectar
1 LTR.  

Baraka 

Red Split 
Lentils
16 OZ.  ONLY

68¢

Egyptian Rice
11 LB.  

ONLY
$599

ONLY
$199

Chef’s 
Premium

Rice
25 LB. 

Compare with 
Uncle Bens

Great for 
Stuffi ng

Felfela

Picked Mixed
Vegetables
950 GRAMS  

Brand of your Choice, 
Ziyad, Sera OR Baraka

Green Cracked 
Olives 3 LB.

        Happy Ramadan 2013  

ONLY
$1099

7128 5TH AVEN 2
 PM

Shop Better. Eat Fresh. Always Halal!

World of 
Olives

French Olives 
Greek Calamata
Greek Alfonso
Greek Black Olives
Moroccan Olives
Egyptian Pickles

Italian Cerignola
Italian Gaeta
Sicilian Green Olives
Turkish Green Olives
Lebanese Black Olives
Tunisia Mixed Olives

By Colin Mixson
The Brooklyn Paper

Ladies and gentleman, the 
sun will now charge your 
phone — for free.

Brooklyn beaches have al-
ways been a great place to re-
lax and soak up the sun, but as 
of Tuesday, earth’s favorite star 
will also juice up your cellular 
appliances thanks to several 
solar-powered charging sta-
tions that AT&T installed in the 
sandy regions of Manhattan 
Beach, Brighton Beach, and 
Coney Island. The charging 
stations are part of the cellular 
service provider’s post-Sandy 
pilot program to make sure no 
storm stands in a Brooklynite’s 
way of placing a call.

“This is a direct outgrowth 

of superstorm Sandy,” said 
AT&T spokeswoman Kerri 
Lyon.

Following the storm, 
AT&T’s employees pro-
vided power for distribution 
centers throughout the bor-
ough. They quickly noticed 
that one of the biggest demands 
amongst storm-racked New 
Yorkers was a place to charge 
their phones.

“They were desperate 
to charge their phones, and 
connect with family,” said 
Lyon.

These charging stations, 
which boast multiple phone 
adapters, six chords, and 
are made by DUMBO tech 
firm Pensa, are being con-
sidered as a solution to meet 

Brooklyn’s emergency phone 
charging needs — albeit, at 
the beach.

So far, it’s working well.
“They’ve exceeded our 

expectations,” said Lyon. 
“They’re not just using 
them, they’re buzzing about 
them.”

Where to find your near-
est solar-powered phone char-
ger:

• Manhattan Beach: Ori-
ental Boulevard and Erwin 
Street, near the snack stand.

• Brighton Beach: On 
the Boardwalk at Fourth 
Street, near the new com-
fort station.

• Coney Island: On the Co-
ney Island Boardwalk at W. 
Eighth Street.

Sun for your phone
Beaches get solar-powered charging hubs

been talking to a variety of 
city and state politicians to 
see if they can rescind the 
cancellation.

A source at Christine 
Quinn’s office said it was 
too soon for the speaker to 
have any longer-term plans 

Maria Montalvo can charge her phone right on the 
Coney Island Boardwalk.
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Williamsburg 
Family Health
Center

g Brooklyn healthy.

Keeping you and your family healthy, right in your own neighborhood. That’s what Williamsburg Family Health Center is all 
about. We provide compassionate, expert care for every member of the family.

At the Williamsburg Family Health Center we strive to fulfill this mission every single day.

Our full range of services include: 
• Cardiology  • Women’s Health • Surgery Consultation •  Dental Care
• Pediatrics • Family Medicine • Podiatry •  Gastroenterology (GI)

121 DeKalb Avenue • Brooklyn, NY 11201
718.250.8000 • www.tbh.org

Follow us on            www.facebook.com/brooklynhospitalcenter or             bkhospital

We speak your language
Hablamos su mismo idioma

Williamsburg Family
Health Center
99 Division Avenue • Brooklyn, NY 11211
718.599.6200
By Subway
J, M or Z to Marcy Ave., walk 3 blocks to the 
corner of Division and Bedford Ave. 
By Bus
From Queens
B61 to Wythe Ave., walk 2 blocks to Division Ave.
Q59 to Broadway and Wythe Ave., walk down 
Wythe Ave. to Division Ave.
From Brooklyn
B44 to Bedford Ave. and Taylor St., walk 2 
blocks to Division Ave.
B61 to Wythe Ave. and Bedford Ave.
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Energy creation. 
Recycling programs. 
Closed-loop solutions.
Those are just a few of the innovations we’re delivering for 
customers and communities alike. We live in a world where 
things can no longer go to waste.

That’s why Waste Management is working to get the most 
from our existing resources. It’s good for business and the 
environment.

become a major player in the 
so-called Brooklyn Tech Tri-
angle, which Downtown pol-
icy-makers are touting as the 
next Silicon Valley.

“These properties feature 
large, creative office space 
right in the heart of the grow-
ing Brooklyn Tech Triangle,” 
said Jared Kushner, chief ex-
ecutive officer of Kushner 
Companies, which purchased 
the buildings. “We look for-
ward to playing a key role in 
the continued improvement 
of the neighborhood and ad-
vancement of the market.”

The fact that the proper-
ties won’t become a mixed-
used of housing and commer-
cial spaces scared off some 
potential buyers — includ-
ing Two Trees Management, 
which famously converted 
manufacturing space to resi-
dences during the 1990s, re-
viving a neighborhood as it 
shed its industrial past.

Two Trees head Jed Walen-
tas said his company did put 
in a bid for the land — but 

it was even lower than the 
one finally accepted by the 
Witnesses.

The Watchtower, which 
did not return calls for com-
ments by press time, has been 
working for the last decade 
to move more than 30 of 
its properties in Brooklyn 
Heights and DUMBO as 
it moves its operations up-
state. Its property in Brook-
lyn has been used for more 
than a century to house sect 
members and run a printing 
press — and it has been  sell-
ing them off since 2004 for 
massive profits .

One of the first to go, 
360 Furman St. — now 
One Brooklyn Bridge Park 
— went for $205 million 
back in 2004. Late last year, 
the Bossert Hotel on Mon-
tague Street at Hicks Street 
— where the Brooklyn Dodg-
ers celebrated their World Se-
ries championship in 1955 — 
sold for $81 million. It will be 
turned back into a hotel after 
spending years as a dorm for 
Watchtower members.

The most recent sale in-
volves buildings that have 
been owned by the Watch-
tower Bible and Tract Soci-
ety for about a century. All 
the buildings all have M1-6 
zoning, meaning that they are 
limited to manufacturing or 
commercial use. They will be 
redeveloped in partnership 
with LIVWRK Holdings, ac-
cording to a statement from 
the companies.

Kushner and RFR, which 
jointly purchased the prop-
erty, did not respond to re-
quests for additional com-
ment. 

The sale, which will return 
the buildings to the tax roll 
once a non-religious organi-
zation takes control, could 
even have an effect on the 
amount of condominiums 
that are constructed inside 
Brooklyn Bridge Park.

Park backers have for 
years  hoped that the city 
would consider building less 
housing in the park if new 
property tax dollars raised 
once the Jehovah’s Witnesses 
moved out of the area could 
offset the costs of running 
the greenspace .

441 Seventh Ave. (at corner of 15th Street)

Mon-Fri 5PM-12AM Sat & Sun 11AM-4PM & 5PM-12AM

Pastrami 
Hash $13

Donut French 
Toast $12

Chilled 
Tomato-Watermelon

 Soup $11

American Tavern fare & handcrafted cocktails 

BRUNCH

Continued from page 1

SALE...

Don’t miss a Bar Scrawl. 
Find them all at 

BrooklynPaper.com

FOLLOW OUR 
DAILY UPDATES ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper

By Melissa Goldin
for The Brooklyn Paper

Fifteen protestors, includ-
ing Public Advocate Bill 
DeBlasio and Councilman 
Steve Levin (D–Williams-
burg), were arrested July 10 
for disorderly conduct at a 
midtown Manhattan rally to 
save Cobble Hill’s Long Is-
land College Hospital.

Levin presented a peti-
tion with 7,000 signatures 
to Leydi Zapata, the direc-
tor of strategic engagement 
and branding at State Uni-
versity of New York Down-
state Medical Center, which 
runs the hospital. Zapata was 
representing SUNY Chan-
cellor Nancy Zimpher.

The petition, started by 
Assemblywoman Joan Mill-
man (D–Carroll Gardens), 
demands that the state follow 
a temporary restraining or-
der issued by Brooklyn Su-
preme Court Justice Johnny 
Lee Baynes that requires it 
to keep the institution opera-
tional and adequately staffed. 
The petition also called for 
the state to lift a  controver-
sial June 19 decision to divert 
ambulances from the hospi-
tal’s emergency room .

DeBlasio then announced 

Fifteen arrested at LICH protest
Rally in front of SUNY offi ce delivers a petition with 7,000 signatures

we will not tolerate SUNY’s 
disturbing disregard of the 
court’s orders,” Levin said in 
a written statement. “LICH 
provides vital healthcare to 
our community and must be 
kept open for care.”

In addition to DeBlasio 
and Levin, the protestors ar-
rested included New York 
State Nurses Association Ex-
ecutive director Jill Furillo; 
president-elect Judy Sheri-
dan-Gonzalez; Jess Stravone, 
a member of the Cobble Hill 
Association; and nine hospi-
tal employees. All 15 were 
released hours after the ar-
rests.

And the protestors said it 
was worth it to them to get 
locked up.

“If this is going to help 
the hospital stay open I’ll 
do it again, and again, and 
again,” said nurse Leonicha 
Williams after she was re-
leased.

The rally was attended 
by approximately 200 peo-
ple, according to union 
spokeswoman Eliza Bates. 
It was held  in front of the 
site of the state’s first vote 
to close the hospital in Feb-
ruary  – Zimpher’s office at 
the School of Optometry on 
W. 42nd Street between Fifth 

and Sixth avenues. The rally 
was organized by the nurses 
association and  1199 Ser-
vice Employees International 
Union, a healthcare work-
ers union. 

“Today, 15 of us were ar-
rested for standing up for 
our patients,” Furillo said in 
a written statement. “But, per-
haps law enforcement should 
have detained SUNY exec-
utives, who have put greedy 
real estate deals before the 
needs of our community, who 
have flouted court orders, and 
who have failed to make good 
faith efforts to find a new op-
erator for LICH.” 

that they wouldn’t leave un-
til immediate action was 
taken.

“We are going to lose a 
vital community hospital 
in a matter of weeks unless 
something changes,” DeBla-
sio said in a written state-
ment. “This is a moment for 
all New Yorkers to stand up 

and fight, and I’m proud to 
do my part.”

 Police arrested the 15 
protesters and took them 
to Midtown South Precinct 
after warning the throng that 
anyone who didn’t step back 
would be detained.

“By getting arrested, we 
are sending a message that 

Councilman Steve Levin (D–Williamsburg) was among 
15 demonstrators arrested for disorderly conduct at 
a Manhattan protest against the state’s plan to close 
Long Island College Hospital in Cobble Hill.

O
ff

ic
e 

o
f S

te
ve

 L
ev

in



I N S I D E D I N I N G  |  P E R F O R M I N G  A R T S  |  N I G H T L I F E  |  B O O K S  |  C I N E M A

The Brooklyn Paper’s essential guide to the Borough of Kings July 12–18, 2013(718) 260–2500

Glass bite
Even with the music, you will still be able 

to hear the screams. 
The Philip Glass Ensemble will perform 

its soundtrack to the 1931 “Dracula” movie at 
Celebrate Brooklyn while the original film is 

projected on the big 
screen. 

The music, which 
Glass composed 
more than 60 years 
after the movie was 
made, is the only 
one the classic mon-
ster movie has ever 
had. 

When director 
Tod Browning — 
of “Freaks” fame — 
made “Dracula” in 
1931, “talkies” were 

still a new phenomenon and soundtracks were 
not yet a consideration in making movies. Other 
than in the titles in the beginning and a scene 
in a concert hall in the middle of the movie, it 
is all dialogue from start to finish.

“At that time, there were still organs in the-
aters, so there may have been people play-
ing along,” said Michael Riesman, musical 
director and keyboardist of the Philip Glass 
Ensemble. 

In the 1990s, Universal Studios contacted 
Glass and asked him to write a soundtrack 
for the film. 

The studio then released the soundtrack on 
a CD and re-released the movie on VHS with 
the new soundtrack. Today, the film is avail-
able on DVD with both versions. 

Glass asked  Kronos Quartet  to record the 
soundtrack in the studio. 

But when he asked them to take the one 
hour and 25 minute piece on tour, they in-
sisted on having other musicians fill out the 
arrangements. So, Glass brought in Riesman 
and a few other musicians. 

In the past 10 years, the ensemble has per-
formed the soundtrack at least 50 times. There 
are a handful of different arrangements, in-
cluding the woodwind-heavy version that the 
ensemble will perform in Prospect Park.

“The string version lacks the colors we get,” 
said Riesman. “The woodwinds are creepier 
and more lugubrious.”

Dracula with the Philip Glass Ensemble at 
Prospect Park Bandshell [Entrance at Prospect 
Park West and 9th Street, (718) 683–5600, 
www.bricartsmedia.org].  July 13 at 7:30 pm, 
free. — Danielle Furfaro

M OV I E

The circus is in town — but don’t bring 
the kids.

“Boys’ Night,” an all-male show that com-
bines burlesque with the circus, has acrobat-
ics, entertainment, and thrills galore. 

It’s also 21-
plus.

“There’s noth-
ing dirty or filthy 
about it, but it’s 
a little naughty,” 
said producer and 
performer Ben 
Franklin, which he 
quickly confirmed 
— in a no-nonsense 
fashion — is his real 
name. 

Whether your 
adult sensibilities 
will find the show 
naughty, it’s hard to say. Franklin is tight-lipped 
about what to expect for this performance, ex-
cept that it will revolve around the theme of 
summer. In past versions of the seasonal show 
the performers have melded burlesque and cir-
cus performance with comedic results.

“It was a bull matador act performed by two 
guys — you had this acrobatic strip done by 
the matador,” he said. 

“It’s all about the creativity and the fore-
sight. What can you do to make it more bur-
lesquey?”

Male burlesque — often called “boylesque” 
by fans — is still far less common than the 
hipster-approved female equivalent. 

But Franklin thinks the scene is on the 
rise. There’s the New York Boylesque Festi-
val, now in its second year, to celebrate strip-
teasing without the visceral thrill of a bouncy 
boob tassle.

But “cirquelesque” is a word that Franklin 
coined, and he thinks it’s unique. 

“We wanted to put on a circus act with a 
wink and a smile,” Franklin said.

Boys’ Night: An All-Male Cirquelesque 
Revue at Galapagos Art Space [16 Main St. 
at Water Street in DUMBO, (718) 222–8500, 
galapagosartspace.com], Aug. 2, 8:30 pm, 
$20.  — Jaime Lutz

By Samantha Lim
for The Brooklyn Paper

Y
ou won’t hear shouts to get 
off these lawns — because 
they’re actually sidewalks. 

A group is conducting tours 
of Brooklyn’s wood-framed row 
houses, and the home owners — 
who often put in a lot of effort to 
restore these unique buildings — 
don’t seem to mind the attention, 
say the guides. 

“One time, this woman hung 
her head out of a window and 
asked, ‘What are you doing?’ We 
shouted, ‘We love your house!’ ” 
said Chelcey Berryhill, one of the 
contributors to the Wooden House 
Project website, which blogs about 
these antique homes and orga-
nizes neighborhood tours.

“She invited us inside to show 
us the backyard. It’s really great 
to see homeowners get excited. 
Their faces light up because no 
one ever appreciates their work. 
Restoring a house is hard!”

Brooklyn is known for its 
brownstone buildings, but their 
wooden predecessors once filled 
the borough. According to Elizabeth Fin-
kelstein, founder of the Project, the older 
wood-framed houses are usually in the same 
neighborhoods as brownstones, and can be 
identified by their vinyl sidings. 

But the construction of the houses was 
made illegal due to the fire hazard they 
posed. Candle-lit homes of the 19th cen-
tury meant brownstone was a safer material, 
though it wasn’t just the wooden homes’ 
flammable frames that distinguished these 
structures from later living spaces — it was 

also their size and extravagance.
“A lot of these houses were built in the 

late to mid-19th century, which was the 
height of the Victorian era, so there was 
this idea that you had to fill up as much 
space as you could,” said Berryhill. 

“Owners put up all these ornate, beau-
tiful details, making them look like gin-
gerbread houses.”

According to Finkelstein, the passion 
for these houses and their aesthetics is very 
much alive in their current owners. 

“A lot of the people who live in the 
houses we’re talking about performed 
renovations with their own two hands. 
It’s a labor of love,” she said.

The hard work can be appreciated by 
anyone who cares to walk down the streets 
where these houses stand. While brown-
stones evoke a romantic Hollywood ver-
sion of New York City, the wooden houses 
provide a stranger and less familiar ex-
perience of Brooklyn. 

“They completely change the feel of the 

streetscape,” said Berryhill. “When you 
walk down a street and see these beautiful 
rows of antique houses, they give you this 
really great feeling of comfort.”

Both Finkelstein and Berryhill became 
acquainted while at Pratt University. Their 
shared love for vernacular architecture has 
kept their friendship steadfast.

“The Great Wooden Houses of Green-
point,” [Meeting location provided with 
registration, (347) 292–7246, www.wood-
enhouseproject.com]. July 22, 6 pm, $15.

Risque bros.
E V E N T

247 5th Ave, Between Garfield & Carroll
Delivery Hours 5-11 pm

Roadhouse Inspired Neighborhood Bar

Try our Porky Melt $13
Crispy Mac & Cheese $8 
Brisket Sandwhich $14

RERUN GASTROPUB
THEATER

RERUNTHEATER.COM
WWW.

Walking tours to raise appreciation for ligneous homes

Neighbor-woodsNeighbor-woods

Artsy restoration
Wood-frame row houses provide the per-

fect palette for experimentation with color 
and detail. In recent years, owners have gotten 
highly creative with ornamentation, remov-
ing vinyl and aluminum siding and looking 
to the Victorian era for inspiration.

337 12th St. between Fifth and Sixth av-
enues.

On the veranda
Though few have survived, porches were 

an important part of many early wood-frame 
rowhouses in Brooklyn. As more and more 
people move into and restore these houses, 
porches may become an increasingly common 
sight in many parts of the borough.

457 12th St. between Eighth and Seventh 
avenues.

New blue life 
Homeowner Lydia Robertson saw the poten-

tial in this wood-frame rowhouse when it was 
“hardly inhabitable” and covered in yellow alu-
minum siding. For economic reasons she chose 
to maintain the siding and paint it a brilliant 
shade of blue.

295 13th St. between Fifth and Sixth av-
enues.

Check out these old houses
Among Brooklyn’s famous brownstones are the even older wooden homes that owners are proud to 

restore and show off. Here are three examples in Park Slope:
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DINNER

Casual Asian American Restaurant & Bar 

Whole Roasted 
Branzino $31

Black Bean 
Brown Butter 
Lobster $29

Smoked Char Siu 
Pork Shoulder $19

369 Seventh Ave. (at corner of 11th Street)

Dinner: Mon-Sun, 5PM-12AM
Brunch: Sat & Sun 11AM-3PM 

Chelcey Berryhill and Elizabeth Finkelstein are giving tours of Brooklyn’s wooden houses from the 19th century, as part of their Wooden House Project.
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FAMILY
PLAY STREETS: Features activities 

include Double Dutch jump rope, 
hopscotch, nok hockey and basket-
ball as well as art and crafts. Play 
streets closed on July 26. Free. 9 
am–5 pm. Fox Playground (E. 52nd 
St. and Avenue H in Midwood), 
www.palnyc.org. 

VOLLEY BALL CLINIC: Kids learn 
about the sport. For children 7 to 12 
years old. Free. 10 am–noon. Pier 
6 (Furman St. in Red Hook), http;//
www.nycgvparks.org. 

JAVAKA STEPTOE: The eclectic artist 
brings his brand of children’s litera-
ture to the park. Free. 10:30 am. 
Brower Park (Brooklyn Ave. at Pros-
pect Place in Crown Heights), www.
cityparksfoundation.org. 

RIDE THE CAROUSEL: Yeah it’s open; 
the beautiful 101 year old ride is 
up and running for little children to 
enjoy. $2 per ride. 12–5 pm. Pros-
pect Park Audubon Center (Enter 
park at Lincoln Road and Ocean 
Avenue in Prospect Park), www.
prospectpark.org/audubon. 

BLOOMING NATURALIST: Make your 
own journal, learn hot to use bin-
oculars and fi eld guides. Free. 2–3 
pm. Prospect Park Audubon Center 
[Enter park at Lincoln Road and 
Ocean Avenue in Prospect Park, 
(718) 287–3400], www.prospect-
park.org/audubon. 

“YOU’RE A GOOD MAN, CHARLIE 
BROWN”: Based on the comic strip 
Peanuts by Charles Schulz. Free. 7 
pm. The Old Stone House [Third St. 
between Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in Park Slope, (718) 768–31905], 
www.theoldstonehouse.org. 

“MR. POPPERS PENGUINS”: Bring a 
chair or blanket enjoy refreshments 
and take a chance on a fi fty/fi fty 
raffl e. free. 8 pm. Narrows Botanical 

Gardens [Shore Rd. at 71st Street in 
Bay Ridge, (718) 748 4810]. 

SAT, JULY 13
TOUR, STARCHITECTS OF YORE: A 

new Green-Wood Historic Fund 
trolley tour will shine a spotlight on 
some of the most renowned and re-
vered architects of the 19th century. 
$20. 1–3 pm. Green-Wood Cem-
etery [Fifth Avenue and 25th Street 
in Green Wood Heights, (718) 768–
7300], www.green-wood.com. 

MUSIC, MOTLEY CRUE TRIBUTE 
BAND: Watch as Girls Girls Girls, 
an all-female Motley Crue tribute 
band, transforms Brooklyn Bowl 
into the Sunset Strip in 1984. Girls 
Girls Girls covers all eras of Motley 
Crue without trying to emulate one 
specifi c look while retaining some 
of their own originality in the pro-
cess. $8-$10. 6 pm. Brooklyn Bowl 
[61 Wythe Ave. between N. 11th 
and N. 12th streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 963–3369], www.brooklyn-
bowl.com. 

THEATER, LADY CASEAR: 7 pm. See 
Friday, July 12. 

MUSIC, HARMONY IN PROCESS: 
Tutuma Social Club and the Gabriel 
Alegria Afro Peruvian Sextet are 
bringing talented artists together 
at HIP — Harmony in Process. $15. 
7 pm. Shapeshifter Lab [18 Whit-
well Ave., (917) 681–3289], hip.
splashthat.com/#!

THEATER, GAME PLAY FESTIVAL: 
A novel play inspired by the post-
apocalyptic “Fallout” and dystopian 
“Bioshock” video game franchises, 
which is coming to the Brick Theater 
in July, as a part of the Game Play 
Festival, sticks to its dark source 
material and has a morbid sense 
of humor. $15. 7 pm. Brick Theater 

FRI, JULY 12
FREE BEACH PARTIES ALL SUMMER 

LONG: Join Commander Rican 
Vargas and his famed Coney Island 
Dancers for free outdoor Boardwalk 
parties all summer long, with DJs 
spinning house, disco, soul, and 
funk. Free. Noon. Coney Island 
Boardwalk [1001 Boardwalk W, at 
W. 10th Street in Coney Island, (347) 
496–2032], www.coneyislanddanc-
ers.com. 

ART, SMALL WONDER: Ground Floor 
Gallery’s summer show features 
small art at small prices. Free. 
6–8:30 pm. Ground Floor Gallery 
[343 Fifth St. in Park Slope, (718) 
368–5000], www.groundfl oorbk.
com. 

THEATER, LADY CASEAR: A theater 
company has made one slight 
change from the norm in its pro-
duction of Julius Caesar, operating 
under the theory that a Julius by any 
other gender would smell as sweet 
— and probably even sweeter. 
Free. 7 pm. Carroll Park (Carroll 
Street between Court and Smith 
streets), smithstreetstage.org. 

MUSIC, CHEAP TRICK, THE CRINGE: 
Check out the Cheap Trick and the 
Cringe at Seaside Summer Con-
certs. 7:30 pm. [West 21st Street 
and Surf Avenue in Coney Island, 
(718) 222–0600], www.brooklyncon-
certs.com/seaside.html. 

FILM, TOM STATHES OUTDOOR 
CARTOON CARNIVAL: Come 
watch rare, 16mm cartoons pro-
jected at the great outdoors-
themed Tom Stathes Outdoor 
Cartoon Carnival. The wacky, funny, 
and obscure cartoons were made 
from the 1910s to the 1930s. $10 
suggested donation. 8 pm. Launch-
Pad [721 Franklin Ave. between 
Park and Sterling places in Crown 
Heights, (646) 494–7211], brooklyn-
launchpad.org. 

COMEDY, BATTLE OF THE SEXES: 
One night stands, womanizing 
centaurs and the Real Housewives 
of Brooklyn tear up the stage this 
summer in this hilarious sketch 
comedy show examining the dif-
ferences between the sexes. $20. 8 
pm. Actor’s Fund Arts Center (160 
Schermerhorn St. in Downtown 
Brooklyn), hollieharper.wix.com/
americancandy#!slideshow/cp0k. 

ART, BODY MAPS: The Greenpoint 
Gallery opens the fi rst solo show 
of one of the youngest emerg-
ing artists of Brooklyn, Christine 
Cha. Christine’s current work is 
the transfusion of the female torso 
and maps, called “Body Maps,” 
depicting the female nude in an 
entire new, fascinating way. Free. 
8 pm. Greenpoint Gallery (390 
McGuinness Blvd. in Greenpoint), 
https://www.facebook.com/
events/461992023891486. 

MUSIC, JANN KLOSE AT PETE’S 
CANDY: Jann is based in the Bronx, 
and has often joined writing partner 
Gary Lucas at his shows in Brooklyn in 
recent years. Free. 9 pm. Pete’s Candy 
Store [709 Lorimer St. at Richardson 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 302–
3770], www.petescandystore.com. 

[579 Metropolitan Ave. between 
Lorimer Street and Union Avenue in 
Williamsburg, (718) 285–3863]. 

NOSTALGIA RIDES: Hop on board 
and take a trip back in time. Board 
an IRT Low Voltage train and travel 
to Pelham Bay Park then visit the 
museum’s vintage buses. $50, ($25 
children); $35 members($20 chil-
dren members). 10 am – 5 pm. New 
York Transit Museum [Boerum Place 
at Schermerhorn Street in Down-
town, (718) 694–1600], www.mta.
info/mta/museum. 

CONCERT, THE GEORGE GEE 
SWING ORCHESTRA: Jump, jive, 
and wail to the big jazz sounds. 
Free. 8 pm. Kingsborough Commu-
nity College [2001 Oriental Blvd. at 
Oxford Street in Manhattan Beach, 
(718) 368–5596], www.onstageatk-
ingsborough.org. 

FAMILY
BLOCK PARTY: Children of all ages 

let their imagination soar as they 
explore an assortment of blocks 
to build with. Free with museum 
admission. 11:30 am. Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum [145 Brooklyn 
Ave. at St. Marks Avenue in Crown 
Heights, (718) 735–4400], www.
brooklynkids.org. 

RUBY AND THE STORY: Puppet show 
that teaches children how to be 
ready in an emergency. For all ages. 
Free with museum admission. Noon 
and 1 pm. Brooklyn Children’s Mu-
seum [145 Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Crown Heights, (718) 735–
4400], www.brooklynkids.org. 

POP UP MACY’S FISHING CLINICS: 
Children 15 years old and younger 
learn how to fl y fi sh and ecology. 
Free. Noon–5 pm. Prospect Park 
Audubon Center [Enter park at 
Lincoln Road and Ocean Avenue 
in Prospect Park, (718) 287–3400], 
www.prospectpark.org/audubon. 

PINOCCHIO: For children ages 3 years 
old and up. The classic story comes 
to life on the puppet stage. $9 ($8 
children). 12:30 and 2:30 pm. Pup-
petworks [338 Sixth Ave. at Fourth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 965–
3391], www.puppetworks.org. 

HISTORY IN YOUR HANDS: Children 
learn how to process wool into yarn, 
card, spin and use a drop spindle 
and even make a felt ball to take 
home. $3 (Children free). 1–2 pm. 
Lefferts Historic Homestead [452 
Flatbush Ave. between Empire 
Boulevard and Eastern Parkway in 
Park Slope, (718) 789–2822], www.
prospectpark.org. 

EZRA JACK KEATS STORY HOUR: 
Gather around the Peter and Willy 
statue for story telling and adven-
ture. Free. 1–3 pm. Imagination 
Playground (Ocean Avenue and Lin-

WHERE TO
FRIDAY
July 12

Not just 
cheap
Free concerts by the 
water on Coney Island 
are back, courtesy of 
Borough President 
Markowitz. The first 
night features the clas-
sic power-rock group 
Cheap Trick, who after 
a long career as one of 
the most influential 
bands in rock history, 
still want you to want 
them.

7:30 pm at Seaside 
Summer Concert Series 
[West 21st Street and 
Surf Avenue in Coney 
Island, (718) 222–0600, 
www.brooklynconcerts.
com]. Free.

SATURDAY
July 13

Catching
the bug
The cicadas are 
coming! At least, 
that’s what everyone 
was saying. But 
Brooklyn didn’t see 
any invasion of 
insects, leaving hun-
dreds, maybe thou-
sands of nerds reel-
ing in disappoint-
ment. Join fellow 
bug lovers in saying 
good bye to the 
bugs that never 
came, and even 
watch “Them,” a 
movie about giant 
ants.

7:30 pm at the Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. 
between Second and 
Third avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 643–
6510, www.thebell-
houseny.com]. $10, $12 
doors.

SUNDAY
July 14

Legstrong
It’s like seeing the mar-
athon runners over a 
lovely brunch; there’s 
nothing better than 
watching people exert 
themselves while 
drinking bloody Marys. 
Celebrate Bastille Day 
while eating french 
toast and rooting for 
the cyclists participat-
ing in the grueling 
Tour De France.

9 am at Branded Saloon 
[603 Vanderbilt Ave. at 
Bergen Street in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
484–8704, www.brand-
edsaloon.com].

MONDAY
July 15

Shut up
Don’t let her Colum-
bia MFA fool you — 
author Annie Choi is 
very funny. Anger is 
the driving force 
behind each of her 
essays in “Shut Up, 
You’re Welcome,” a 
collection of per-
sonal rants that 
would feel like over 
sharing if you didn’t 
want to hear them 
so much, as Choi 
tells stories touching 
on family to naked 
neighbors. 

7 pm at powerHouse 
Arena [37 Main St., at 
Water Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 666–3049, power-
housearena.com]. Free.

WEDNESDAY
July 17

Future 
fiction
Authors Chuck Wen-
dig and T.L. Costa will 
discuss science fiction 
and their new books, 
“The Blue Blazes,” an 
urban fantasy book 
about underworld 
criminals and their 
family issues, and 
“Playing Tyler,” a 
story about a strug-
gling kid who finds 
solace in what he 
thinks are just video 
games.

7 pm at Word Bookstore 
[126 Franklin St. at Milton 
Street in Greenpoint, 
(718) 383–0096, www.
wordbrooklyn.com]. Free.
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Jazz with a twist: The Hot Sardines, a foot-stomping, high-en-
ergy, 10-member jazz troupe, will be performing at a free concert 
series at Kingsborough Community College on July 20.
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Attend workshops on topics such as:

Textile Preservation
Paper/Photo Preservation

Preserving Digital Memories

Featuring:

Hometown Treasures Object Reviews
Bring up to three items for a 15-minute 

consultation with experts such as:

NO furniture, carpets, firearms or paintings will be reviewed. Reviewers will not determine items’ monetary values.

Smithsonian’s National Museum of African American History and Culture

Brooklyn Museum 

Brooklyn Museum
200 Eastern Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11238

ceramics  uniforms   metalwork flags   hats     lace
needlework and table linens    family bibles      documents

“Save Our African American Treasures” is made possible with support from the 
Bank of America Charitable Foundation and the W. K. Kellogg Foundation.For more information contact: 

treasures@si.edu or call 877.733.9599

Smithsonian
National Museum of African American
History and Culture

Textile Preservation
Paper/Photo Preservation

Preserving Digital Memories

Hometown Treasures Object Reviews
Bring up to three items for a 15-minute 

consultation with experts such as:

ceramics uniforms metalwork flags hats lace
needlework and table linens family bibles documents

   
   

Introducing the Bruno s2 sleeper 
sofa designed in Brooklyn by Rico 
Espinet for DellaRobbia USA. 
Made in California. Affordable 
bench-made quality and easy one 
hand functionality. 

Italian sleeper mechanism opens to a European platform bed. It can 
be fully disassembled for easy transport. As you open it, it retains the 
cushioning under the sofa for self storage. Easily opens with one hand 
and, once lifted, it self retracts closed.

art   lighting   furniture   decor

shoprico.com 
546 third ave bklyn 11215 718.797.2077  

Clear Healthy Skin
  isn’t it time you call?
Medical Services we accept:
GHI, HIP, 1199, AETNA, CIGNA, UNITED, OXFORD, 
HORIZON, HEALTHNET, MEDICARE, BLUE CROSS, 
MAGNACARE, AMERICHOICE, ELDERPLAN

Cosmetic Services  Botox, Restylane, 
Juvederm, Radiesse, Sculptra, Laser Hair Removal, 
Laser Tattoo Removal, Laser Vein Removal, Torn 
Earlobe Repair, Keloid Surgery…

Coolsculpting  Trim Fat, No Needles, No Downtime

254 Prospect Park West, Park Slope
136 West 17th Street, NYC

Javier Zelaya, MD
Verna Broughton, PA 718.832.3313

By Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

O
ne man’s trash is another 
man’s treasure — though not 
legally.

A Cobble Hill filmmaker’s docu-
mentary looks at the legal consequences 
people face for collecting recyclable 
materials off the street for cash. 

The movie, called “ Mettle ” and 
directed by first-time filmmaker 
Andy Arrow, features scrap-haul-
ers hit with thousands of dollars in 
fines for “theft” of discarded house-
hold appliances and other recyclable 
stuffs left at the curb for pickup by 
the Department of Sanitation. 

“It was a complete surprise — 
I was like, ‘Are you kidding me,’ ” 
said Arrow, who had no idea that 
once you put those materials out 
on the street in any of the five bor-
oughs they become the city’s prop-
erty under law. 

The 57-year-old graphic designer 
began investigating the matter af-
ter his heavy-duty air conditioner, 
which he left discarded on the side-
walk, was mysteriously picked up 
within minutes. 

“By the time I got upstairs, it was 
gone,” he said. “There was no sani-
tation truck.” 

Curious Arrow decided to take his 
new handheld video camera out and 
walked the streets of the Brownstone 
Brooklyn neighborhood in search of 
who might have picked up the metal 
appliance. 

What Arrow thought would be 
a mere 10-minute YouTube video 
turned into an hour-long documen-
tary that he made for less than $1,000 
over the span of a year-and-a-half.

Using the average camcorder, Arrow 
interviewed and followed around trash-

pickers who scour Brooklyn streets for 
discarded household items like ironing 
boards, refrigerators, microwaves, and 
other metal objects that they trade in at 
local scrapyards for cold hard cash. 

“What they told me was quite sur-

prising,” said Arrow, that the scrap-
haulers often get ticketed and could 
even get arrested in some cases for 
picking up the tossed trash. 

Solomon Washington, a scrap-
per of Bedford-Stuyvesant who is 

featured in the documentary, said 
that when he first started collecting 
metal scrap two years ago, it was a 
way for him to earn a living. 

Washington said that he regularly 
drives around in his pick-up truck and 
packs it with discarded scrap. Cash-
ing in the materials could land him 
anywhere from $50 to $250 a day, he 
said, adding that he has been hit with 
summons for “hauling construction 
material without a license.”

It is against the law to remove by 
motor vehicle recyclable materials, in-
cluding paper, metal, glass, and plastic 
bottles, from the curb that have been 
placed out for trash pickup, according 
to the Department of Sanitation. 

The fine for this offense is $2,000 
and vehicle impoundment, and a 
$5,000 fine for each subsequent of-
fense within a 12-month period. 

Department of Transportation 
spokeswoman Kathy Dawkins said 
that an individual picking up the trash 
and moving it on foot is “technically 
not illegal” but is “frowned upon.” 

In the film, Arrow also inter-
viewed neighbors, activists, and 
politicians including Councilman 
Brad Lander (D-Park Slope). His 
requests to interview the Depart-
ment of Sanitation and other city 
agencies were denied. 

Arrow said that he tried his best in the 
ultra low-budget documentary to pres-
ent the facts without any bias opinions, 
but that “you feel for anybody that’s be-
ing unjustly punished, for sure.” 

WORD
“The Interestings” by 

Meg Wolitzer (Pictured left): 
This book made me feel like I 
was back in the ’80s, maybe 
watching “The Breakfast Club.” 
The characters were people I 
knew, they were me, they were 
my people, and they have stuck 
with me. It’s just everything a 
good read should be.

— Christine Onorati, 
WORD [126 Franklin St. at 

Milton Street in Greenpoint, (718) 
383–0096, www.wordbrooklyn.
com].

BookMark
“Big Girl Panties” by Steph-

anie Evanovich: This debut come-
dic and romantic novel is full of up-
roarious laughs and tender moments. 
It’s the perfect summer read.

— Bina Valenzano, co-owner, 
The BookMark Shoppe [8415 Third 
Ave. between 84th and 85th streets 
in Bay Ridge, (718) 833–5115, www.

bookmarkshoppe.com].

Greenlight
“The Faraway Nearby” by 

Rebecca Solnit: Fans of Solnit‘s 
fiercely intelligent writing will en-
joy reading these essays about fairy 
tales to troubled relationships. 

— Jessica Stockton Bagnulo, 
Greenlight Bookstore [686 Fulton 
St. between S. Elliott Place and S. 
Portland Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(718) 246–0200, www.greenlight-
bookstore.com].

Do not take the trash
Documentary focuses on plight of scrap-haulers

Mettle man: Andy Arrow’s documentary “Mettle” is about the peo-
ple who collect recyclable materials left curbside‚ and are getting 
fined for it. The film is premiering at the Jalopy Theater on July 28. 

The weekend reads
These local book shops give us their picks

P
ho

to
 b

y 
E

liz
ab

et
h 

G
ra

ha
m

“Mettle” premiering at the Ja-
lopy Theater [315 Columbia St. 
between Hamilton Avenue and 
Woodhull Street, (718) 395–3214, 
www.jalopy.biz]. July 28, 7 pm. $10.

M OV I E
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“Only God Forgives,” the noir thriller 
that reunites director Nicholas Wind-
ing Refn with his “Drive” star Ryan 
Gosling, is a technical marvel. The cin-
ematography is gorgeous. The music is 
appropriately moody. The pacing is con-
sistent. There’s an art-house sensibility 
to the whole ordeal that gives the movie 
a unique flavor.

It’s a shame that all this does little to 
hide a lackluster, uninvolving screen-
play.

The premise is as follows. Julian (Gos-
ling) and his brother Billy (Tom Burke) 
run a boxing club in Bangkok, which they 
fund with drug money they make on the 
side. One night, Billy is killed, his death 
sanctioned by a particularly violent police 
lieutenant named Chang (Vithaya Pan-
sringarm). This sets in motion a series of 
events that culminate in Julian squaring 
off against the lieutenant. 

As I said, Billy is killed towards the 
start of the film. What I didn’t mention is 
the reason why. See, just before he meets 
his untimely demise, Billy had just fin-
ished raping and brutally murdering a 
teenaged girl. The man who kills him, 
with permission from Chang, is the 
girl’s father.

Gee, aren’t we just dying to see Billy’s 
death avenged?

This is an issue that runs throughout 
the entire movie. With the exception of 
a prostitute who has roughly three lines 
and disappears part way into the film, 
there isn’t a single character we can root 
for. Everyone is despicable. Chang has a 
sense of honor when he kills or maims 
his enemies, but this isn’t enough to 
make us forgive him for extended scenes 
in which he calmly tortures his enemies 
to death Julian’s mother, Crystal (Kris-
tin Scott Thomas), the matriarch of the 
crime family, is so hateful one half ex-
pects boos and hisses to materialize on 

the soundtrack (though this is probably 
intentional).

Even our protagonist Julian is un-
sympathetic. He’s a drug runner who 
gets into brutal fights with strangers, 
abuses his friends, and murders. The 
least awful thing he does in the film is 
decide not to kill someone even though 
he can.

It’s not unheard of for audiences to root 
for unsympathetic characters, but only if 
the characters in question are interest-
ing people who make choices that drive 
the story, and I regret to inform that save 
for some moments here and there, Julian 
does not fall into that category.

Julian is a passive protagonist. 
Throughout most of the film, instead 
of pursuing a goal, he mopes and stoi-
cally broods at the camera. It isn’t clear 
what he wants to achieve, if he wants to 
achieve anything at all. The assumption 
is that he wants to avenge Billy, but he 
only makes motions in that direction 
when the opportunities to do so come to 
him, as opposed to the other way around. 
And what happens if Billy isn’t avenged? 
I guess Julian will have no choice but to 
mope some more.

“Only God Forgives” clearly wants to 
be deep and profound, but since it can’t 
get the audience invested in the proceed-
ings, it fails to connect. The result is a 
series of well shot sequences of graphic, 
disturbing violence without having built 
up the goodwill to merit the gratuity, 
interspersed with terse dialogue that 
is either over the top or so ridiculously 
minimalistic that it often comes across 
as self parody. It’s a movie in love with it-
self that, but for a better script populated 
with better characters, could have been 
a classic. As it stands, the film is noth-
ing more than an interesting and pretty 
failure.

Only God Forgives opens in theaters 
on July 19.

B U S I N E S S  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  -  F I L M  R E V I E W

In Only God Forgives, 
everyone is despicable

BAR SCRAWL By Bill Roundy

Botanica [220 Conover St., at Coffey Street in Red Hook. (347) 225–0148.] 
Open Tue–Sun, 5 pm–2 am; Mon, closed.

By Colin Mixson
The Brooklyn Paper

F
ight for your right — to sing in the 
subways.

The King of the Underground, 
Mr. Subway Idol himself, the 18-year-
veteran street and rail singer-song-
writer Theo Eastwind has once again 
assembled a crack team of public per-
formers for the third-ever Busker Ball 
at Spike Hill on July 24, an exhibition 
of what he says are the city’s finest 
soldiers in the fight for our freedom 
of expression.

“Buskers are on the front line of the 
First Amendment,” said Eastwind. 

“No one sitting behind a desk has to 
worry about a cop coming over and ha-
rassing them. I mean buskers are im-
migrants half the time, and they have 
to educate the cops on America’s free-
dom of speech.”

Eastwind’s freedom-loving senti-
ments aside, the Busker Ball is bound 
to be a great night for music lovers too, 
and just because these musicians are 
more used to a subway platform than 
a stage, there’s no reason to doubt their 
musical prowess.

“The event is really designed so 
that folks know, if you’re chosen to 
play, you’re an excellent musician,” 
he said. 

“You are an established busker, who 
I saw in subway and knew was excep-
tionally good.”

But there are some young buck busk-
ers out there that Eastwind hasn’t been 
able to rope into his growing concert 
series — rakish, street-bound rogues 
with too much pride to play on any-
one else’s time.

Bird Courage, a busker band known 
to frequent the Metropolitan Avenue 
stop along the G line, respectfully 
decline Eastwind’s offer to play the 
ball, despite $50 worth of encourage-
ment.

“Call it musician’s ego,” said East-
wind

That’s not to say he doesn’t have some 
classy acts lined up, including Gabriel 
Royal, which Eastwind likened to a cer-
tain British band of some notoriety.

“He’s like the Beatles, only mod-
ern,” he said.

Think of that. You might see the 
Beatles playing in the subway one of 
these days.

Busking in the lime light
Street performers get together at Williamsburg show

Havin’ a ball: Theo Eastwind, a street performer of 18 years, has ar-
ranged a lineup of excellent buskers for the third-annual Busker Ball 
at Spike Hill on July 24.
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Busker Ball at Spike Hill [186 Bed-
ford Ave. between N. Sixth and N. 
Seventh streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 218–9737, spikehill.com] July 
24, 7 pm. $10 suggested donation.

M U S I C

coln Road in Prospect Lefferts Gar-
dens), www.prospectpark.org. 

CAMPING: Urban rangers help you 
set up camp and have a night 
under the stars. Free. 6 pm to 7 
am. Salt Marsh Nature Center 
[3302 Avenue U in Marine Park, 
(718) 421–2021]. 

“THE LORAX”: Outdoor showing of 
the children’s movie. Free. 8 pm. 
McCarren Play Center [776 Lorimer 
St. in Williamsburg, (718) 965–8935]. 

SUN, JULY 14
SINGLES, FRIEND GROUP: Group 

forming for women 48 to 65 to go 
to movies, lunch, dinner, shows and 
trips. Meet each week. No walk-
ins - Reservations a must. 2 pm. 
El Greco Dinner [Sheepshead Bay 
Rd. and Emmons Avenue in Sheep-
shead Bay, (718) 336–7908]. 

FILM, ‘LIVING FOR 32’: Come view 
the 2010 documentary “Living for 
32,” the story of Colin Goddard, a 
survivor of the 2007 Virginia Tech 
shootings. The documentary will 
be followed by a panel discussion 
about gun violence and laws. Free. 
7 pm. Bay Ridge Jewish Center [405 
81st St. between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Bay Ridge, (718) 836–
3103], bayridgejewishcenter.org. 

READING, VISITATION STREET: Author 
Ivy Pochoda’s second title in Dennis 
Lehane’s line of books is set against 
the rough-hewn backdrop of the Red 
Hook, Brooklyn waterfront, in which 
the disappearance of a teenaged girl 
sends shock waves through her com-
munity. 7 pm. Bait and Tackle book-
store (320 Van Brunt St.) 

THEATER, LADY CASEAR: 7 pm. See 
Friday, July 12. 

FREE YOGA: Enjoy the summer 
weather with some free yoga at 
Prospect Park with YogaSole. Enter 
at the Bartel Pritchard Lot, 15th St. 
(adjacent to 15th St F train station), 
just across from the Pavilion Movie 
Theater. Walk straight ahead, 
down the drive to the main loop. 
Free. 10–11 am. Propect Park [15th 
Street Bartle Prichard Square, (718) 
541–1382], yogasole.com. 

FAMILY
PENGUIN YOUNG READERS SE-

RIES: Edward Hemingway’s book 
the Bad Apple. Free with museum 
admission. 12:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum [145 Brooklyn 
Ave. at St. Marks Avenue in Crown 
Heights, (718) 735–4400], www.
brooklynkids.org. 

SALES AND MARKETS
FLEA MARKETS: A fun fi lled after-

noon where families can bargain 
hunt, clothes, memorabilia, and 
much more. Free. 8 am – 3pm. 
Richmond hill [117-09 Hillside Ave. 
in Richmond Hill, (347) 709–7661], 
www.richmondhillfl eamarket.com. 

MON, JULY 15
FREE BEACH PARTIES ALL SUMMER 

LONG: Noon. See Friday, July 12. 

FAMILY
CITYPARKS GOLF: Children 6 to 16 

learn how to play golf. Free. 9:30 am– 
noon. Herbert Von King Park (Marcy 
Ave. and Highland Blvd. in Bushwick). 

TUES, JULY 16

FAMILY
CITYPARKS GOLF: Children 6 to 16 

learn how to play golf. Free. 9:30 
am– noon. Marine Park (Ave. S and 
E. 32nd Street in Marine Park). 

STRAPHANGERS HANGOUT: Pro-
gram for special needs children 3 to 
5 years old. $10 each session. 10:15 – 
11:15 am. New York Transit Museum 
[Boerum Place at Schermerhorn 
Street in Downtown, (718) 694–
1600], www.mta.info/mta/museum. 

“HOTEL TRANSYLVANIA”: Animated 
movie featuring the voices of Adam 
Sandler. Free. 8 pm. Floyd Bennett 
Field [Flatbush Ave. at Aviator Road 
in Marine Park, (718) 965–8935]. 

SALES AND MARKETS
SIDEWALK SALE: New and used 

items. Flea Market. Free. 10 am–4 
pm. Guardian Angel Church [Ocean 
Parkway and Oceanview Avenue in 
Sheepshead Bay, (718) 907–3478]. 

WED, JULY 17
WORKSHOP, UPHOLSTERY CLASS: 

Bring that chair you’ve been 
wanting to make better to this 
four-week class and Annie Evelyn 

will show you how to give it new 
life. Over the course you will com-
pletely re-upholster a chair from 
start to fi nish. $275. 6:30–8:30 pm. 
BIG!NYC Gowanus [69 Ninth St. in 
Gowanus, (718) 725–8925], www.
bignyc.org/workshop. 

FAMILY
NIM AND THE WAR EFFORT: Recy-

cling is not new. Children learn how 
it got started in World War II. Free. 
1–2 pm. Ryan Visitor Center, Ja-
maica Bay Park (Flatbush Ave. and 
Aviation Rd. in Marine Park), www.
nycgovparks.org. 

THE COLOSSAL CHALLENGE: Climb, 
jump and discover. Free with museum 
admission. 3:30 pm. Brooklyn Children’s 
Museum [145 Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Crown Heights, (718) 735–
4400], www.brooklynkids.org. 

THURS, JULY 18
FILMS, SYFY MOVIES WITH A VIEW: 

Check out this free, outdoor fi lm 
series. This year’s theme, “With 
Love From...” includes “Ferris Buel-
ler’s Day Off,” “Enter the Dragon,” 
“Willy Wonka and the Chocolate 
Factory,” “8 Mile,” “Roman Holi-
day,” “Rocky,” and “Vertigo.” Free. 
6 pm. Brooklyn Bridge Park [Pier 1; 
Old Fulton Street, (718) 802–0603], 
www.brooklynbridgepark.org. 

MUSIC, LYNYRD SKYNYRD: Check 
out Lynyrd Skynyrd at Seaside Sum-
mer Concerts. 7:30 pm. [West 21st 
Street and Surf Avenue in Coney Is-
land, (718) 222–0600], www.brook-
lynconcerts.com/seaside.html. 

FILM, ROOFTOP FILMS: ‘Newly-
weeds,’ a 2013 comedy about two 
Brooklyn stoners in a love triangle 
gone awry. $13. 8 pm. Trilok Fu-
sion Center for the Arts [143 Wa-
verly Ave. between Myrtle and 
Park avenues in Clinton Hill, (718) 
417–7362], rooftopfi lms.com/2013/
schedule/newlyweeds. 

FAMILY
BIG BODY: Unzip Stuffee and learn 

about the stuffed character. Free 
with museum admission. 11 am. 
Brooklyn Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks Avenue 
in Crown Heights, (718) 735–4400], 
www.brooklynkids.org. 

FRI, JULY 19
MUSIC, CLASSIC ALBUM NIGHT: 

Cathyland Productions presents 
classic album night. See New York 
bands Jacob’s Ladder, Cathy Cer-
venka & Friends, and Michael T & 
the Vanities perform three classic 
albums in their entirety. $7. 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. be-
tween N. 11th and N. 12th streets 
in Williamsburg, (718) 963–3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com. 

FAMILY
WALK UP AND PADDLE: Children 6 

years and older are inviting to tryout 
kayaking. Must be accompanied by 
an adult. Free. 9:30 am–11:30 am. 
Floyd Bennett Field (Flatbush Ave. 
at Aviator Road in Marine Park), 
www.nycgoparks.org. 

SAT, JULY 20
DANCE, “HEY, WE SHOULD”: Live 

dance performance by choreogra-
phers Janelle Barry, Sharyn Korey, Ni-
cole Sabella and Jessie Stinnett. $15. 
8 pm. Shape Shifter Lab [18 Whitwell 
Pl at Third Avenue in Park Slope, (646) 
820–9452], brownpapertickets.com. 

MUSIC, THE HOT SARDINES: A 
unique blend of hot jazz, Dixieland 
and Tin Pan Alley. Free. 8 pm. Kings-
borough Community College [2001 
Oriental Blvd. at Oxford Street in 
Manhattan Beach, (718) 368–5000], 
www.onstageatkingsborough.org. 

FILM, ROOFTOP FILMS: ‘Short Term 
12,’ a 2013 drama that follows 
the staff and patients at a shelter 
for at-risk teens. Free. 8 pm. The 
Old American Can Factory [232 
Third Street between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues in Park Slope, (718) 
417–7362], rooftopfi lms.com/2013/
schedule/short-term-12. 

OPEN MIC NIGHT: Singer, songwriter 
Oscar Albis Rodriguez hosts and 
headlines The Moxie Spot’s weekly 
open mic night. All performers 
are welcome, including musicians, 
comedians, poets, and more. Free. 
9:30 pm. The Moxie Spot [81 Atlan-
tic Ave. between Hicks and Henry 
streets in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
923–9710], themoxiespot.com.

FAMILY
RIDE THE CAROUSEL: 12–5 pm. See 

Friday, July 12. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 8
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300 Cadman Plaza West, 17th and 18th Floors
Brooklyn, NY

Urgent Care & Primary Care
in Brooklyn Heights

Mount Sinai board certifi ed physicians
Whether you have an urgent medical need or are looking for a high-quality 

primary care physician, Mount Sinai board certified physicians are available 
in Brooklyn Heights to deliver personalized and coordinated health care 

services, focusing on the wellness of the each individual patient.  

Good health starts here. 
Many insurance plans accepted

Primary Care
Call to make an 
appointment

Urgent Care Hours
Monday–Friday, 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday–Sunday, 9 am to 5 pm
No appointments needed for Urgent Care

ily slobber all over with a 
little help from a human — 
with six new fountains spe-
cifically designed for filling 
bottles to the top and carry-
ing them away.

The five-foot-tall filling 
stations are designed to let 
water run vertically into a 
bottle held beneath it at the 
touch of a button. The new 
design allows parched park-
goers to easily fill up their 
bottles instead of having to 
turn them on an angle, as they 
are forced to do at ordinary 
fountains (the filling stations 
also have a standard drink-
ing fountain attached, so you 
can still just take a sip and 
continue your run).

Avid park-goer Anthony 
Elder said the fountains will 
revolutionize the way people 
drink water in the park. 

“At the regular fountains, 

you can only fill your bot-
tle up halfway due to how 
shallow the basin is,” he said. 
“The top-down water deliv-
ery is much more intuitive for 
dealing with bottles, elimi-
nating the frustration of hav-
ing to fill up at a standard 
fountain.” 

The fountains are made 
and donated by the company 
Smart Tap and are being in-
stalled by the Prospect Park 
Alliance, which hopes to con-
vince park-goers that refill-
ing bottles is cheaper — and 
better for the environment 
— than buying and throw-
ing out containers of store-
bought water. 

“The bottle-filling stations 
encourage park-goers to carry 
reusable bottles and reduce the 
consumption of plastic water 
bottles,” said Alliance spokes-
man Paul Nelson. 

The first Smart Tap foun-

Continued from page 1

WATER...

tain was installed last month 
in the greenspace next to the 
Nethermead. Five new sta-
tions — at Sixth Street and 
West Drive, near Field One in 
the Long Meadow ball fields, 

along the East Drive across 
from the Peristyle, near Field 
Six at the Parade Ground, 
and at the Center Drive and 
East Drive intersection — 
will soon be installed.

This will likely not happen at the new water foun-
tains in Prospect Park designed specifically to fill 
up bottles or containers.
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Begins Friday, July 19 @ 7:30 pm
Revelation of Hope presentations continue through 

Saturday, August 3

Grand Opening
Night Topic:

Revelation’s Predictions for
the 21st Century

Friday, July 19 @ 7:30 pm
Pre-meeting Attractions Include: Light Refreshments,

Mini Concerts, Christian Movies (ask for more details)

Location
Hanson Place Church

88 Hanson Place
Corner of Hanson Place & South Portland

Avenue, north of Barclay Center.
Brooklyn, NY 11217

FREE Admission
FREE Child Care

FREE Attendance Gifts
Inspirational Music

Health & Success Tips
For more information about this compelling

series go to www.RevelationofHope-hansonplace.org

All Seats are FREE but the Best Seats are Reserved
Register Toll Free at 1-800-260-7171

By Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

An off-duty cop was ar-
rested Downtown for get-
ting behind the wheel af-
ter allegedly boozing it up 

on the Fourth of July, cops 
said. 

NYPD officer Elias Blunt 
was collared for drunk driv-
ing in the 84th Precinct, 
which also covers Brook-
lyn Heights and DUMBO, 

at 6:05 pm on Thursday, po-
lice said. 

Blunt was charged with 
driving under the influence 
and refusing to take a breath-
alyzer test after cops asked 
him to. 

Cop busted for DUI

By Natalie Musumeci
The Brooklyn Paper

To celebrate three decades 
of thriving in the borough’s 
rapidly changing landscape, 
Carroll Gardens’ famed 
Marco Polo Ristorante threw 
a 30th anniversary dinner on 
June 20 for nearly 100 loyal 
customers. 

The sit-down wine-paired 
party was co-hosted by Bor-
ough President Markowitz 
and MC’ed by Carlo Scissura, 
the president and chief exec-
utive officer of the Brook-
lyn Chamber of Commerce. 
Special guests included for-
mer Borough President How-
ard Golden and former con-
gressman Ed Towns, who cut 
the ribbon at Marco Polo’s 
opening. 

Legendary Brooklyn res-
taurateur Joe Chirico viv-
idly remembers starting the 

Marco Polo celebrates 
30 years in business 

famed restaurant 30 years ago. 
Like the Venetian explorer he 
named the restaurant after, 
Chirico was a trailblazer. 

“I really took a chance 
at the time,” said the Na-
ples-born businessman 

who brought authentic, tra-
ditional Italian fare to Court 
Street. When the fine din-
ing establishment opened 
in 1983, it got off to a slow 
start. Although now it sits 
in a trendy neighborhood, at 

the time there  was nothing 
like it, offering unfamiliar 
ingredients such as imported 
buffalo mozzarella, porcini 
mushrooms, and truffles. 

Business was tough be-
cause customers were look-
ing for simple plates, such as 
spaghetti and meatballs, and 
not the high-end menu orig-
inals like rack of lamb and 
oysters Rockefeller. 

“They weren’t expecting 
that,” said the Italian cuisine 
pioneer. 

But over the years, the el-
egant restaurant built a loyal 
clientele, and became a re-
nowned establishment. It has 
made headlines for hosting 
stars such as Paul Rudd and 
Amy Poehler — and for  its 
alleged mafia ties . 

Chirico said that the restau-
rant’s fine cuisine and warm 
hospitality keep patrons com-
ing back for more. 

“Any customer who 
walks through that door, 
we’re gonna’ treat them like 
a friend,” he said, adding that 
the majority of his wait staff 
has worked for him for more 
than 25 years. 

“We did something right,” 
Chirico said. 

The celebratory bash even 
had a presentation on the his-
tory of Marco Polo by writer 
Giorgio Ceraudo. 

Joe Chirico gave out cigars to guests at the 30th 
anniversary party for his family’s Carroll Gardens 
Italian eatery, Marco Polo Ristorante.
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Welcome to New York, where if you don’t pick up the pace, you don’t 
get sidewalk privileges. Where if you don’t get to brunch first, 
you don’t eat on the weekends. Don’t take it the wrong way — it’s 
not personal, it’s necessary.

Speed freaks out tourists and invents trends. 

America’s fastest* Internet. Inspired by New York.

SPEED FUELS NEW YORK’S
FERTILE SPIRIT.
Without speed, there would be no Korean tacos. No resurgence of 
suspenders. No uncomfortable art. So, if it seems like New Yorkers’ 
time is more precious, maybe that’s because it is. 

city of Hoboken hit the ship 
with an eviction notice, said 
MacKenzie-Childs. 

Desperate, the couple tried 
to negotiate with the may-
or’s office to allow the boat 
to stay in Hoboken. But, in 
late June, they were told that 
the old ship had to leave for 
reasons that included elec-
trical violations and other 
complaints.

With just days to find a 
new port big enough to hold 
the 150-foot-long vessel with 
three-decks, the boat own-
ers went to the Metropoli-
tan Waterfront Alliance. The 
Alliance was able to link up 
the owners with concrete ti-
tan John Quadrozzi Jr. of 
the Gowanus Bay Termi-
nal. He allowed the crew to 
dock the boat on the Henry 
Street pier.

Even before an agreement 
was finalized, the vessel was 
tugged over to Red Hook last 
week because it was in such 
a dire situation, said MacK-
enzie-Childs. 

After meeting Quadrozzi 
and viewing the neighbor-
hood’s industrial water-
front, MacKenzie-Childs 
said that having Quadrozzi 
as a boat landlord was a per-
fect match. 

“After we got here, we 
knew it was meant to be,” 
she said. “I want Red Hook 
to be as grateful to Yankee as 
Yankee is to Red Hook.”

Yankee will likely become 
a permanent fixture at the 
Gowanus Bay Terminal, said 
both Quadrozzi and MacK-
enzie-Childs. 

The ferryboat has been re-
vamped over the years and 
has even been used as a “boa-

troland  and operated it un-
til its demise.

On July 2, an unknown 
Coney Island visitor reported 
that the Astro Tower was 
swaying in the wind. The 
witness’s emergency call 
caused a panic and the Fire 
and Buildings departments 
evacuated Luna Park in or-
der to investigate. Much of 
the People’s Playground 
was shut down for the next 
48 hours. 

A Luna Park spokesman 
downplayed the danger that 
afternoon, arguing the tower 
was designed to bend in the 
breeze. The spokesman sug-
gested that the person who 

reported the leaning tower 
had been overzealous.

“Not sure why there is a 
problem here,” the spokes-
man said.

But the next day, the city 
began talking with the fun 
zone’s management about 
dismantling the structure.

The leaning tower also 
forced the closure of Wonder 
Wheel Park on W. 12th Street 
on July 3. However, Wonder 
Wheel’s owner Dennis Vour-
deris said he did not think the 
Astro Tower’s swaying had 
been especially severe.

“It didn’t seem any worse 
than usual, and I’ve only been 
here 43 years,” the amuse-
ment owner said at the time. 

Vourderis’ father bought 
the park’s eponymous fer-
ris wheel in 1983, after own-
ing a nearby concession stand 
for more than a decade. 

Both Luna Park and Won-
der Wheel Park re-opened 
on Independence Day, but 
Luna had to tear the tower 
down.

Continued from page 1

TOWER...

The 51-year-old, 270-foot-tall Astro Tower, the 
last remnant of Astroland, was reduced to a puny 
stump on July 4.
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BOAT

tel” for people to rent out 
rooms for overnight stays. 

MacKenzie-Childs said 
that she hopes to create a 
public museum in the boat. 
She wants to have exhib-
its showing the history of 
the waterfront and the Yan-
kee. The ship will offer free 
tours and MacKenzie-Childs 
said she plans to rent out the 
upper deck as a community 
and professional meeting 
space. 

“Yankee could be a busi-
ness think tank,” she said, 
“a place where people can 
leave the corporate board 
room.” 

Quadrozzi said he ex-
pects to have the boat per-
manently docked at the Co-
lumbia Street pier so that 
the public can easily board 
it from the street. 

“It’s going to be a pub-
lic attraction vessel,” said 
Quadrozzi, adding that his 

vision for the waterfront 
matched that of MacKen-
zie-Childs. 

Quadrozzi is also in talks 
with PortSide NewYork, 
the owner of the  Mary A. 
Whalen, a Depression-era 
oil tanker , to have that boat 
moved permanently to the 
Columbia Street pier. 

“My hope is that the public 
can become educated by hav-
ing these vessels along Co-
lumbia Street,” he said. 

From left, SS Yankee 
owner Victoria MacK-
enzie-Childs and her 
boat crew Terin Izil, 
Aaron Maier, Pierre Tra-
vis, Josh Rasp, and Noel 
Leon, ferried their way 
over to Red Hook from 
Hoboken. The 107-year-
old ferryboat with a 
rich history may make a 
permanent home at the 
Gowanus Bay Terminal.
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PARENTKIDS • SCHOOL • STYLE • TEENS • CAMPS • MUSIC

Call: 230-5255
763 President St. (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.)

A fully licensed and certified preschool
 2-4 year old programs
Licensed teachers
Optimal educational equipment
Exclusive outdoor facilities
Indoor Gym facilities

2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days
Spacious Classrooms
Enriched Curriculum
Caring, loving environment

DAY SCHOOL, INC.

Limited spaces still available for September

2 blocks from B. Bridge Park Pier 6 Playgrnd 
2 floors Restaurant and Play Space 
81 Atlantic Ave (@Hicks)  718-923-9710  
Mon-Wed 10am—6:30pm,  
Thurs-Sun 10am — 8:30pm  
Www.themoxiespot.com 

THE 

SPOT 

Come Together  
with Family & Friends 

Singalongs $5/child, Otherwise 2nd Floor Play Fee $2.50/child 
$5 max Play fees per family, $2.50 play fee waived with each $15 food purchase 

 Thursdays are FUN!  
Concert & Balloon Twisting 4-6p, $15/family suggstd 

Family Disco Movie Night, Bingo Night! 

NIGHT 

Wii Night 

Singalongs DAY Storytimes Dance Around 

“Best Restaurant Play Room”- TimeOut 
NY Kids! 

Live Music Every Saturday Night! 9:30PM - 2AM 

ACOUSTIC OPEN MIC NIGHT 
Beer - Wine - Drink Specials - Kitchen open until 1am - 

at The Moxie Spot Restaurant 
www.facebook.com/shindigbrooklyn 

with 51 hot dogs, setting his own personal record, but 
well short of champion.

Sonya “The Black Widow” Thomas won her fourth-
straight title on the women’s side, albeit by more nail-
biting means. Thomas fell behind to Juliet Lee by five 
whole franks, but stormed back in the final minutes to 
beat her by three-quarters of a hot dog. Thomas fin-
ished with 36 and three-quarters hot dogs and buns 
compared to Lee’s 36.

state is diverting patients from the hospital, she said, nurses 
have some downtime, making these classes possible.

But why the exercise classes? It’s simply because the hospi-
tal staff could use some endorphins right now, she said.

“This is a very stressful time for the community, for 
the nurses, for the caregivers, so this is a time to work 
together to do something positive while still keeping up 
the fight to keep the hospital open,” Bates said.

A Brooklyn Supreme Court judge who temporarily 
forbade the school from taking any action to close down 
the hospital said that the State University was likely in 
contempt of court. The state university, however, said 
that it needed to shut down emergency room service be-
cause there weren’t enough doctors at Long Island Col-
lege Hospital to provide adequate care.

The State University of New York will have to prove 
that it is not breaking a court order at its next hearing, 
scheduled for July 15.

rail was injured by a less-severe shock and is currently 
at Woodhull in stable condition. 

Police say the two friends were in the Broadway sta-
tion of the G train in Williamsburg when they decided 
to jump onto the track bed to urinate. 

The men were walking north in the southbound track bed 
when a train started coming in the other direction. The pair 
panicked and Zeno fell onto the third rail, police said. 

Other news outlets erroneously reported that the Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant man died from peeing on the third rail, but 
police said there was no indication that was the case. 

In fact,  “Mythbusters” proved that it is almost im-
possible for someone to electrocute themselves by pee-
ing on the third rail .   

Police said both men had been drinking before the in-
cident. Zeno’s Facebook page shows that he had checked 
in at both the Gotham City Lounge and Bed-Vyne Brew 
in the hours before his death.  

B ack when my daugh-
ters were very little, a 
mom in our playgroup 

explained to me how her fa-
ther had insisted on teaching 
her to play poker and shoot 
a gun before she left home. 
This story inspired me to start 
my own list of the things I 
thought my daughters should 
know before heading into the 
world.

I’m not talking about 
things such as balancing a 
checkbook, making a bed, 
or other important skills that 
anyone can teach them. 

I was looking for those 
things that, in our family, 
my daughters were only go-

ing to learn from me. Play-
ing poker was one, so when 
they were old enough I pulled 
out my grandfathers’ sets of 
chips and cards and my girls 
learned to play five-card 
draw and blackjack. What 
started out as making fun de-
signs with red, white, and 
blue chips evolved into a ba-
sic understanding of gam-
bling, culminating with my 
kids watching Texas hold’em 
championships on TV.

Sports were also on my 
checklist, both understanding 
the big four — baseball, bas-
ketball, football, and hockey 
—but also being comfortable 
going to live games and nav-

Preparing girls for a man’s world

By Scott Sager

The 
Dad

igating the often 
beer- and testos-
terone-laden at-
mosphere.

Now, as my 
oldest is getting 
ready to head 
off to college, it 
is time to finish 
crossing off the items, the 
last two of which are driv-
ing a stick-shift and play-
ing pool.

I certainly know women 
who have each of these skills, 
but I know so many more who 
weren’t taken to ball games as 
a kid because dads did things 
like that with their sons. One 

of my sisters had to discover 
hockey on her own and find 
ways to scavenge tickets and 
make do with public trans-
portation to see the Black-
hawks play.

 Today, when I take my 
daughters to CitiField to 
watch the hapless Mets, there 
are more men toting their lit-

tle girls around, stuffing them 
with popcorn and soda while 
yelling at the disappointing 
plays on the field. It is a great 
sight to see more dads shar-
ing their interests with daugh-
ters than in years past, but it 
is still not universal.

Among my wife’s gener-
ation, there are still social 
roadblocks to advancement. 
I know women who took up 
golf so they wouldn’t be ex-
cluded from those informal 
but oh-so-important busi-
ness interactions when the 
guys head out to the links. 
There are still companies that 
offer a choice of events on 
team building retreats, such 

as ropes courses or a soft-
ball game, which most of the 
guys do, and spa treatments 
or a museum tour, presum-
ably for the gals.

In the end, I don’t really 
care if my daughters chose a 
mani-pedi instead of taking 
their turn swinging a bat, so 
long as they feel they have the 
choice. If my girls can sit in 
a group with a hot dog and a 
beer, or even a veggie wrap 
and a Diet Coke, comfort-
ably watching Eli Manning 
throw another touchdown, 
I’ve done my job, because 
what I have to offer, as a 
dad, are the tools to enter 
that world of men. 

Continued from page 1
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IN PRINT
Pick up The Brooklyn Paper 
every Friday across Greenpoint, 
Williamsburg, Downtown and 
Brownstone Brooklyn. Each print edition 
delivers news, arts, and entertainment, 
plus our original columnists, cartoonists 
and the world’s best Cyclones coverage 
in a convenient package. It’s one-stop 
shopping with excitement on every page.

ON THE WEB
No one else covers our 
neighborhoods with the intensity 
of BrooklynPaper.com. The award-
winning site is updated several times 
every day, offering fresh news, 
arts and features — faster, better 
and deeper than any other online 
publication. Visit it several times a 
day — to stay on top of the greatest 
city in the world: Brooklyn.
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Your place for a full dose of Brooklyn!
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SERVING BROWNSTONE BROOKLYN, WILLIAMSBURG & BAY RIDGE

NOW OPEN IN COBBLE HILL

266 COURT ST. (Between Kane & DeGraw) (347) 799-2902

Call ahead or order online at www.FiveGuys.com

By Kate Briquelet

The city is planning a major over-

haul of the base of Atlantic Avenue 

— where pedestrians have been play-

ing a game of “Frogger” since Brook-

lyn Bridge Park’s Pier 6 opened last 

year — and it looks like the pedestri-

ans have won.

The Department of Transportation’s 

plan — to be built out later this sum-

mer — will dedicate much less road-

way to cars and much more space to 

pedestrians and bicyclists.

At Atlantic Avenue and Furman 

Street, the eastbound and westbound 

lanes will be reduced from 40 feet wide 

to 20 feet. Two northbound lanes on 

Columbia Street, about 15 feet each, 

will be shaved down to 12 feet to make 

room for foot traffic.

Here’s a breakdown:

sidewalk and two-way bike path at Co-

lumbia Street, between Atlantic Ave-

nue and the BQE entrance. Barriers 

will separate car lanes and the bikeway, 

which will replace one lane of south-

By Daniel Bush

The majority of Catholic 

churchgoers in Brooklyn we 

spoke to disagree with Bishop 

Nicholas DiMarzio’s  edict to ban 

politicians who voted for same-

cial appearances at church events  

and to decline donations from any 

politician who approves of gay 

marriage.
The borough’s top Catho-

lic grabbed headlines last week 

when he made the proclamation 

following the state legislature’s 

couples to marry.

But not all members of his flock 

agree with the bishop stance that 

the law is a “nail in the coffin” of 

traditional marriage that would 

destroy “the single most important 

institution in human history.”

“I take what I need from my 

religion and ignore what I don’t 

agree with,” said Carroll Gardens 

resident Amy Cacciola, who at-

tends mass at Sacred Hearts & 

St. Stephen Church on Summit 

Street at Carroll Street. “He’s a 

bit out of touch.”

Other critics said DiMarzio 

should not have thrust the church 

into the center of a debate that en-

gulfed lawmakers — and capti-

vated the public — for much of 

last month.

Faithful, bishop, at odds over same-sex marriage

Here’s what parishioners from across Brooklyn had to say about Bishop Nicholas 

DiMarzio’s decision to ban state officials who voted for same-sex marriage from 

participating in church and school functions:

“I completely 

disagree [with the 

bishop]. Relation-

ships should be 

based on love — 

don’t mix religion 

and politics.”

“I’m proud of the 

bishop. [His posi-

tion] is perfect.”
“Churches don’t 

have to be in-

volved in politics. 

I don’t think that 

the church should 

be saying these 

things.”

“Everybody 

should be able to 

get married, no 

matter who it is.”

“I don’t think that the [bishop] 

should be saying these things,” 

said Humberto Chavez, a mem-

ber of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

in Sunset Park. “I don’t think the 

church should be involved in pol-

itics.”
DiMarzio announced his 

edict two days after Gov. An-

drew Cuomo signed the bill le-

advised parishes and schools to 

refuse any awards or honors from 

state officials who supported the 

measure, and barred them from 

appearing at special events such 

as graduations, though not from 

attending religious services.

Shortly after his proclamation 

was released, Our Lady of Mt. 

Carmel’s parish school in Wil-

liamsburg returned a $50 schol-

arship check from Assemblyman 

Joe Lentol (D–Williamsburg), a 

gay nups supporter.

The controversial position also 

sparked an outcry from marriage 

equality advocates, many of whom 

are  planning a celebration at Bor-

A planned revamp for the base of Atlantic Avenue will help prevent 

the “Frogger” style escape people face when they leave Pier 6.

Panel approves more pedestrian-friendly entrance to park

bound traffic on Columbia Street. 

of Atlantic Avenue across from Fur-

man Street will be replaced with a pe-

destrian plaza giving parkgoers stuck 

walking along the Pier 7 fence more 

room to navigate.

at Atlantic Ave and the park entrance 

and a pedestrian island will be built in 

the middle of Atlantic Avenue, between 

Columbia and Furman streets.

will be built on the north side of Atlan-

tic Avenue at the BQE on-ramp. 

The B63 bus will also no longer make 

a U-turn at the base of Atlantic Ave-

nue and instead be rerouted onto park 

roadways, city officials said. 

Since the southern leg of Brooklyn 

By Daniel Bush

Get ready for a tidal wave of traffic 

on Pacific Street.

A city plan to  reroute Fourth Avenue 

traffic down Pacific  between Fourth and 

Flatbush avenues goes into effect later 

this month and the change, intended 

to unclog the triangle where Flatbush, 

Fourth and Atlantic avenues meet across 

from developer Forest City Ratner’s 

$1-billion Barclays Center, has some 

residents fearing a never-ending traf-

fic jam on small blocks nearby.

Under the  permanent change , which 

has been pushed back from July 15 to on 

or around July 29, cars headed Down-

town on Fourth Avenue will no longer 

be able to get directly to Flatbush Ave-

nue. Instead, cars headed toward cen-

tral Brooklyn can turn right onto Pacific 

Street, which will change from a one-way 

westbound to eastbound between Fourth 

and Flatbush avenues. Once down Pacific, 

cars can continue onto Flatbush.

For cars headed toward the Manhat-

Kate Briquelet

Sayonara, thieves!

A local karate master is so 

fed up with muggings in Fort 

Greene Park that she’s teaching 

women to strike and snap-kick 

any attacker who comes their way 

—with martial arts classes held 

in the greenspace itself.

“Enough is enough!” said 

Beverly Bradley, a 42-year-old 

Bedford-Stuyvesant black belt 

who started to include self-de-

fense moves in all of her body-

toning classes in March. “These 

things make me crazy. You have 

KARATE CHOP 
Sensei teaches self-defense classes 

in crime-plagued Fort Greene Park

Not even reporter Kate Briquelet (right) can match Beverly Bradley’s mugger-beating skills!

Visiting Parisienne Gentry Lane places pooch Napoleon in 

a mock guillotine in the annual Bastille Day celebration on 

Smith Street on July 10. 

In the doghouse
By Alex Rush

A new ice cream parlor that just 

opened on the Coney Island Board-

walk could be the first phase of an 

Italian invasion that would trans-

form the People’s Playground’s 

honky-tonk waterfront into a ha-

ven for espresso-loving brunchers 

who controls the lease wants it. 

An Italian restaurateur opened 

Coney’s Cones, a gelato cafe, on 

Saturday, and plans to open three 

more restaurants that will give the 

summer. He is leasing the space 

from Boardwalk landlord Cen-

tral Amusement International, the 

Italian company that runs Luna 

Park and took control of the strip 

last year.
 “The Boardwalk should be a 

place where you can sit outside, re-

co-owner Michele Merlo, who 

opened the shop with business 

partner Julio Gonzalez.

The duo plans to open an Ital-

ian seafood spot called Da Ponte 

(“by bridge” in English,) a yet-to-

be named beer garden, and an inter-

national food court called Mundo 

Espresso with your hot dog?

Italian shops to reshape 

Coney Island Boardwalk

(Spanish for “world”).

The Boardwalk makeover was 

 first reported  by NY1. 

The transformation sets in mo-

tion the vision of Central Amuse-

ments CEO Valerio Ferrari who 

 told us last year  that he would 

like the Boardwalk to become 

more like an Italian piazza than 

a beachfront dive.

“Why can’t you sit down with 

your newspaper and enjoy a coffee 

and the great view of the beach?” 

said Ferrari at the time.

But the news of the incom-

ing Italian invasion is an added 

blow to the old-school Board-

walk businesses who are being 

kicked out by Central Amuse-

ment this fall to make way for 

new eateries. Nine mom-and-

pops first got the boot last year, 

but most of them battled their 

evictions in court and  settled 

with Central Amusement to 

stay on for a final summer . 

The agreement stipulates that 

they cannot protest when their 

leases end on Oct. 31.

But most still insist that they 

are getting a raw deal.

“We developed a beer garden, 

so why are they bringing some-

one else in who is doing the same 

thing?” said Carl Muraco, whose 

Beer Island bar will likely be re-

placed by Merlo and Gonzalez’s 

business. “It doesn’t make any 

sense to be kicking everyone out 

to bring in the same things.”

Gonzalez and Merlo are the 

only people so far that Central 

Amusement has hired to re-Julio Gonzalez, co-owner 

of Coney’s Cones, says that 

his shop has some of the 

best ice cream and italian 

ices in town.

See CATHOLICS  on page 11

See KARATE  on page 11

See ATLANTIC  on page 11

See PACIFIC  on page 11

See CONEY  on page 11

By Natalie O’Neill

A group of cyclists is demanding 

that the city paint bike symbols on the 

car lanes in Prospect Park in the wake 

of several bicycle crashes — and park 

officials are listening.

To clear up hazy bike-and-walk-

ing path rules — which shift during 

the park’s car-free hours — cyclists 

are circulating a petition to rejigger 

street symbols to reflect how the park 

loop is most often used.

Petitioner Mark Simpson — who 

broke his elbow in a collision with a 

rogue skater — says the street has be-

ers and rollerbladers, who simply 

don’t know the “bike lane” is actu-

ally reserved for walkers 90 percent 

of the time.

“It’s not clear at all,” Simpson said. 

“You should be able to walk into the 

park and know what to do.”

At least three “serious” accidents 

have occurred in the park this year, 

one of which involved a cyclist who 

Cyclist Mark Simpson wants safer 

conditions in Prospect Park.

MEAN
Streets See BIKES  on page 11
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parked right outside my 
door on most days,” she 

said. “The fact that the 
community is supporting 
these non-local vendors is 
beyond ignorant.”The Park Slope Civic 

Council and the Fifth Av-
enue Business Improve-
ment District have also 
lodged complaints with 

the Alliance. But Alliance spokesman 
Eugene Patron said that the 

food truck confab will ben-
efit the community.“There are concerns every 

time there is a big change,” said 
Patron. “But we strongly be-
lieve that having something so 
exciting happening at the park 
only increases interest in — and 

exploration of — the neighbor-
hood around it.”Pullicio hungrily dis-

agrees. 
“All the trucks do for us is 

leave a mess for the Sanitation 
Department to clean up with 
taxpayer dollars. So for them 
to swoop in out of nowhere and 
steal away our business in the 
height of our season is beyond 
infuriating.”Susan Povich, who plans to 

make her popular Red Hook 
Lobster Pound truck a regular 
at the rallies, bristles at these 
accusations.  “We are all responsible busi-

ness owners. We clean up after 
ourselves, accrue our fair share 
of expenses and between us, 

By Sarah Zorn
Grand Army Plaza’s food 

truck rally has become a food 
fight.

The Prospect Park Alliance’s 
decision to expand its  one-
time festival  into a monthly 
event — to be held on the 
third Sunday of every 
month until Oct. 16 — 
has inflamed many lo-
cal business owners.“This neighborhood is being 

exploited by a fad,” fumed Jan-
ice Pullicio, owner of Naidre’s 
café on Seventh Avenue near 
12th Street. “We pay rent and 
taxes in the Park Slope com-
munity. Considering the eco-
nomic hardship of the past few 
years, Prospect Park should be 

By Aaron Short
Southern Brooklyn is on the wrong 

side of the digital divide.Mayor Bloomberg announced that 

the city and AT&T would provide free 

wireless services in 20 parks, includ-

ing Prospect Park, McCarren Park, and 

Brooklyn Bridge Park. But none of those locations are south 

of 15th Street — leaving residents from 

Windsor Terrace to Sheepshead Bay 

feeling digitally duped.Bloomberg defended the program 

in a weekly radio address, saying it 

would give New Yorkers a reason to 

“get outside and enjoy our beautiful 

parks,” while also doing their work 

in them.
“And on a nice summer day, there’s 

simply no better place in the world,” 

The ‘digital divide’
Mayor’s park-Wi-Fi plan cuts off most of boro

Park Slope merchants object to new monthly truck rally

A city program to bring wireless 

Internet into the parks will only 

benefit the ultra-hip northern 

part of the borough, where Wi-Fi 

is practically everywhere already. 

said Bloomberg, who made his fortune 

building technology to help the finan-

cial industry.“We’re digitally behind — there’s 

already little bandwidth here and the 

phone service is terrible,” said Renee 

Giordano, executive director of the Sun-

set Park BID. “We need to bring free 

Wi-Fi to the commercial strip and Sun-

set Park, and bring the community up 

to par with other neighborhoods.”
A Parks Department spokesman said 

that AT&T’s wireless contract does not 

preclude the city from expanding Wi-

Fi to other parks through other arrange-

ments, but there are no plans to do so 

at this time.As a result, the digital chasm between 

North and Southern Brooklyn could 

widen. Studies have shown that individ-

Jennifer Aguirrie can enjoy Wi-Fi 

in Brooklyn Bridge Park, thanks 

to an initiative to get 20 city 

parks outfitted this summer.

Do trucks like these hurt local businesses? Some mer-

chants in Park Slope think so, and are objecting to a 

new monthly “Food Truck Rally” in Prospect Park.

By J.J. Despain and Aaron Short

New York Waterway launched 
its much-anticipated ferry fleet 
on Monday, shuttling Manhat-
tan-bound commuters across 
the East River  for the first time 
since 2009 .A boatload of giddy pub-

lic officials, including Mayor 
Bloomberg, cut a ceremonial 
ribbon and boarded a 76-foot 
catamaran in Williamsburg to 
celebrate the ship’s maiden voy-
age to Midtown — the result of 
a three-year,  $9.3-million sub-
sidy by the city .Bloomberg called the money 

an investment in the city’s wa-
terfront development. 

“The new ferry service will 
augment growth of Brooklyn 
neighborhoods and make it eas-
ier for New Yorkers to commute 
from and get to these residen-
tial neighborhoods and water-
front parks,” he said.The new service will make 

stops at Fulton Ferry Landing 
in DUMBO, Schaefer Landing 
and Northside Pier in Williams-

By Alex Rush
Most bikinis only charge 

the libido, but a Downtown de-
signer has invented a sun-pow-
ered bikini that can also charge 

iPods.
The Solar Bikini, made by An-

drew Schneider, has USB sock-
ets sewn into the fabric of the 
bottom piece. Schneider, who 
lives on Red Hook Lane between 

Fulton and Livingston streets, 
lined the suit with 40 paper-thin 
panels called photovoltaic cells. 
The panels convert the sun’s ra-
diation into electricity that can 

By Thomas Tracy and Haru Coryne
The walls are closing in on 

Rep. Anthony Weiner.The Democratic firebrand 
whose cyber romps with at least 
six women has left his personal 
life and political career in sham-
bles — and has made him a raun-
chy gift that keeps on giving to 
local tabloids and late-night 
jokesters — is within a hair’s 
breadth of resigning, political 
insiders said on Tuesday.Weiner’s impending decision 

comes as fellow Democrats — 
including President Obama — 
encouraged the Sheepshead Bay 
Democrat to step down as “Wein-
ergate” enters its third week.

“If it was me, I would resign,” 
Obama told NBC’s “Today Show” 
on June 14. “Obviously, what he 
did was highly inappropriate. He’s 
embarrassed himself — he’s ac-
knowledged that — and he’s em-
barrassed his wife and family.”

Weiner’s  lurid online romances  
first came to light on May 27, 
when he tried to send a soft core 
tweet of his groin to a 21-year-
old Seattle co-ed, but acciden-
tally sent the picture to his 50,000 
Twitter followers.The seven-term legislator ini-

tially lied that his Twitter account 
had been hacked, but finally came 
clean about sending the raunchy 
photo and  having online relations 
with at least five other women .

Weiner held firm then that 
he would not step down, claim-
ing he hadn’t use congressional 
computers or phones for his cy-
ber dalliances.But more revelations have 

emerged:

come forward disputing Wein-
er’s claims that he never used 

The “Yogi Berra,” part of the new East River ferry fleet, 

docks at Brooklyn Bridge Park in DUMBO.

By Daniel Ng
A beloved stuffed animal lost by 

a traumatized 2-year-old in a Cob-
ble Hill playground last month is 
facing torture and a painful death 
— unless the tot’s horrified mother 
meets the “kidnapper’s” demand for 
$10,000 worth of cupcakes.

Gluten- and peanut-free, no 
less.

It might just be a joke — but 

Susannah Bortner isn’t willing to 
take that chance.“I would gladly bake 10,000 cup-

cakes,” Bortner said, thinking of 
her toddler, Donovan, and his lost 
bear, Mr. Bear. “There is a part of 
me wishing this is real.” Alas, it likely is not.But there are a million stories in 

the naked city — few more grip-
ping, heart-rending and less-plau-

‘Kidnappers’ want $10,000 in 
cupcakes for toddler’s darling

David Palmer and Susannah Bortner just want son Donovan’s 

beloved teddy bear back unharmed. Someone responded to 

their “Lost” poster by posting a ransom note below it.

Ready for a charge?

WHO LOVES THE SUN? A Brooklyn designer is selling solar-powered bikinis that 

energize iPods and phones (among other things).

Designer’s solar bikini can power your iPod

burg, and India Street in Green-
point every 20 to 30 minutes for 
14 hours a day. The ferry is free until June 24, 

when water commuters will pay 
$4 for a single ride or $140 for a 
monthly pass. There’s a $1 sur-
charge for bikes.The last company to ferry pas-

sengers across the East River 
pulled up anchor two years ago 

Seven days he’d like to forget

congressional equipment. Lisa 
Weiss, a Democratic volunteer 
from Las Vegas, claimed that 
she and Weiner had phone sex 
on congressman’s private office 
line in August, 2010. And the web-

site TMZ published pictures that 
Weiner, clad only in a towel in the 
Congressional gym, apparently 
sent to another woman.

By Meredith Deliso
The Weiner jokes haven’t 

gone limp yet.The Park Slope bar Der 
Kommissar is capitalizing on 
the Midwood congressman’s 
fall from grace with — what 
else? — a hot dog special fea-
turing two “Anthony Weiners” 
for $6

At about six-and-a-half 
inches, this wiener a little big-
ger than average (of course, we 
mean the average hot dog. Get 

your mind out of the gutter). 
The good news is that this An-

thony Weiner is a lot more palat-
able than the congressman.“There’s more kick to them,” 

said griller Joshua Gabriel. 
“They’re meatier and heftier 
than most. And we’ll keep selling 
them until the joke gets old.”

Someone needs to tell him 
that this joke is never going 
to get old.

Slope bar offers two for $6

By Natalie O’Neill
The whole country may 

have a beef with groin-
Tweeting Rep. Anthony 
Weiner, but Brooklynites 
say his “scandal” is really, 
um, no big thing.There’s been plenty of 

moralizing over Weinergate, 
but sending sexy photos — 
via phone or Internet — has 
become pretty “normal,” say 
borough singles, sex thera-
pists and shop owners.“I’ve done it,” said Sa-

mantha Bard, owner of 
 Shag, a sex toy shop in Wil-
liamsburg.  “If you stood on 
the corner of Bedford Av-
enue and North Seventh 
Street, I bet eight out of 
10 people would say they 
have, too.”

Or how about nine out of 
10? That’s how many folks 
we interviewed who said 
they had either sent or re-
ceived nude or risqué photos 
via phone or Internet.“It’s not taboo; it’s not 

even weird,” said skate-

Samantha Bard, owner  
of Shag, does it.

Joshua Gabriel shows off the Anthony Weiner at the 

Austrian-styled bar Der Kommissar in Park Slope.

amid complaints that the city 
failed to subsidize the service 
to allow the company to make 
any money.This time around, New York 

Waterway CEO Paul Goodman 
said the city’s support, two new 
piers, and the frequency of ferry 
service would keep their com-
pany afloat.“The city’s subsidizing our 

service allows us to offer rush 
hour frequency which is differ-
ent than any previous attempt to 
provide commuter service,” said 

By Dan MacLeod
Verizon broke the law — and 

the city let it do so — when it 
installed 20-foot-tall Fiberglass 
poles in historic districts in Green-
point and Flatbush without get-
ting permission to do so.The telecommunications gi-

ant says that it is installing the 
poles as access points to its under-

ground network of high-speed In-
ternet and TV cables. But some of 
those poles are in historic districts, 
and the company  broke the law  
by failing to clear them with the 
Landmarks Preservation Com-
mission — even though it got 
permits from the Department 
of Transportation.In Greenpoint, neighbors 

Turns out new posts are illegal

Verizon has installed a 
new pole on historic Mil-
ton Street in Greenpoint. 
Neighbors are not happy.

See BEAR  on page 11

See FOOD  on page 11

supporting, not hindering, lo-
cal businesses.”Melissa Murphy, owner of 

Sweet Melissa Patisserie on 

Seventh Avenue near First 
Street, agreed. “I am paying so much money 

on rent, and there is a truck 

See WI-FI  on page 11

See FERRY  on page 11

See BIKINI  on page 11

See POLE  on page 11 See SEXT  on page 5

See WEINER  on page 5
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By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

Nobody celebrates In-
dependence Day like Bay 
Ridge!

Brooklyn’s most patriotic 
neighborhood rang in the 
237th anniversary of Amer-
ica’s birth with its sixth-an-
nual Fourth of July picnic in 
Shore Road Park.

Some 2,000 people poured 
into the greenspace’s 82nd 

Street Field even as the heat 
index flirted with 100 de-
grees. As a line-up of six 
local bands rocked out on-
stage, adults guzzled liquids 
and children danced in the 
sprinklers.

“It was hot, but we had 
enough water and kept ev-
erybody hydrated,” said or-
ganizer Chip “Festival Guy” 
Cafiero. 

Cafiero handed out to 

attendees more than $1,000 
worth of gift certificates to 
be redeemed at Bay Ridge 
businesses. And hundreds of 
raffle tickets were sold with 
proceeds going to the 68th 
Precinct Community Coun-
cil and the Southwest Brook-
lyn Parks Task Force.

The highlight of the 10-
hour event, according to Cafi-
ero, was a performance by 
tenor Daniel Rodriguez, a 

New York City police offi-
cer who was two blocks away 
from the World Trade Cen-
ter on 9-11, and became fa-
mous as a singer in the days 
and weeks afterward. Rodri-
guez enthralled the crowd 
with performances of “The 
Star-Spangled Banner” and 
“God Bless the U.S.A.”

“The whole crowd, every-
body had goosebumps,” said 
Cafiero. “I had people cry-

ing, falling over with emo-
tion.” 

The concert wrapped 
up with 15 members from 
the different bands wow-
ing the audience with a pa-
triotic jam session on John 
Mellencamp’s “Little Pink 
Houses” and several Bob 
Dylan songs.

“They mixed it up good,” 
said Cafiero. “Everybody was 
wild, waving flags.”

Bay Ridge celebrates the 4th

Elsie Willumsen and Julie Bergland of Bay Ridge 
came out in full patriotic garb.
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Ava DeAngelis lives it 
up at the party in Shore 
Road Park.
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