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Kick some ice
Anna Drozda of Williamsburg practices her moves at the just-
opened McCarren Park ice rink on Nov. 16. The rink covers the 
center of the pool and can accommodate up to 300 skaters.
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BUS A MOVE!
Brooklyn gets fi rst dedicated-lane bus line

By Megan Riesz
The Brooklyn Paper

A band of politicians and 
civic groups is calling on the 
state to stop developer Forest 
City Ratner from selling off the 
majority of the Atlantic Yards 
development until the company 
fast-tracks building below-mar-
ket-rate housing.

The Shanghai-based devel-
oper Greenland inked a deal in 
October to buy the rights to the 
remaining, un-built towers of 
the stagnated project from For-
est City Ratner, leaving just the 
Barclays Center and the under-
construction modular high-rise 
B2 tower in the hands of the 
builder. But elected officials, 
including Fort Greene coun-

cilwoman and Public Advo-
cate–elect Letitia James, said 
the state should put the brakes 
on the deal and find some-
one new to jump-start the so-
called “affordable” housing, be-
cause Brooklyn does not know 
Greenland the developer from 
the Nordic country it shares a 
name with.

“The governor should con-

sider not-for-profit organiza-
tions to build the affordable 
housing, ones who have a track 
record of doing it,” James said 
at press conference last Friday. 
“Now here Forest City Ratner 
is, trying to kick out the plan 
and selling over 70 percent of 
his interest in this project to 
an organization that we really 

This tower is the only part 
of Atlantic Yards currently 
under construction.
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Offi cials: We needs cheap digs, not fast cash for Ratner

Atlantic Yard-sale tiff 

By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

A wayward dolphin died last week 
after taking a turn on Coney Island’s 
most dangerous water ride.

The barrel-bodied beast was found 
at 11:30 am last Friday in the Coney 
Island Creek, a representative of the 
Riverhead Foundation said.

A Department 
of Environmental 
Conservation of-
ficer dragged the 
cetacean corpse 
out of the water 
and handed it over to the foundation, 
which advises the city on marine life 
issues. A rep for the group said that it 
will perform an autopsy on the animal 

to determine the 
cause of death but 
that, at first blush, 
it looks like the 
dolphin was sick 
and loopy when it 

wandered into the waterway.
“It didn’t initially show signs of ill-

ness, but it seemed disoriented and 
it was going in circles,” foundation 

spokeswoman Melissa Martin said.
The creature entered Coney Island 

Creek between Coney Island and Bath 
Beach at high tide last Thursday morn-
ing and police left it to its fate in the 
evening after minding it — and mak-
ing sure no Flipper lovers jumped in 
the icy water to commune with it — 

Dolphin dies in Coney creek

This marine mammal took a wrong turn into Perfume Bay last week.
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By Jaime Lutz
The Brooklyn Paper

An embattled performance 
venue on the border of Gowanus 
and Park Slope is expanding its 
programming and trying to en-
tice freelancers to rent out space 
even as its owner is mired in le-
gal problems and the building 
faces a foreclosure auction.

Brooklyn Lyceum propri-
etor Eric Richmond said that 
the landmarked venue that sits 
on a prime development site on 
Fourth Avenue will remain open 
despite the ongoing court bat-
tle that could soon cost him the 
building, a former bathhouse.

Richmond is wrapped up in 

Send in the 
freelancers
Lyceum hoping laptop crowd 
can help prevent foreclosure

Eric Richmond, the brains behind the Brooklyn 
Lyceum, wants to start renting out shared office 
space.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
E

liz
ab

et
h 

G
ra

ha
m

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Bra-averse female Rollerbladers 
need our support.

A pair of women have spent the 
past seven months trying to dash the 
stigma surrounding their two favor-
ite things, toplessness and Roller-
blading, by aggregating images of 
ladies in-line skating, sans shirts, 
and posting the results online, tan 
lines and all.

“It’s empowering and feminist 
and takes what could be a joke and 
makes it real,” said Rachel Yaeger, 

co-owner of Williamsburg’s Human 
Gallery. 

Yaeger and her cousin, Elizabeth 
Siematkowski, say that despite the 
1990s connotations of the single-
track skates and the 19th-century 
prudishness surrounding the pub-
lic display of breasts, the pair say 
their project is nothing if not cool.

It all started in April, when the 
pair were commiserating about how 
both activities are socially unaccept-
able in certain circles and decided 
to make every day a topless Roller-

Breast friends
Two women dream of launching 
topless Rollerblading movement

The newly-named Samuel J. and Ethel LeFrak Center is on track for 
a December opening.
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By Megan Riesz
The Brooklyn Paper

Apparently LeFrak-side did not have 
the same ring to it.

The LeFraks, heirs to a real estate 
fortune worth billions, have given Pros-
pect Park’s long-awaited ice skating 
mega-plex, formerly the Lakeside Cen-
ter, a cash infusion of $10-million on 
the eve of its opening and, as a result, 
will get their parents’ names plastered 
across the facility. It is unclear just how 
the money will be used, but park ad-

ministrators say that it could last the 
center a century.

The rec complex is set to open in 
December as the Samuel J. and Ethel 
LeFrak Center, named after the late 
parents of real estate and oil tycoon 
Richard LeFrak and his three sisters, 
ranked by Forbes as the 74th-richest 
Americans. The gift comes at a time 
when all of the $74-million budget for 
building the park addition has been 
secured, but the managers of Brook-

By Megan Riesz
The Brooklyn Paper

The federal government is rolling 
forward with plans to install a massive 
sewage tank beneath a beloved park 
and pool as part of its clean-up of the 
fetid Gowanus Canal, closing the play 
space for years, unless the city comes 
up with a better idea. 

Representatives of the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency, which is over-

seeing the Superfund clean-up, said 
last Wednesday night that they will 
build the underground tank beneath 
the Thomas Greene Playground and 
adjoining “Double-D” pool unless city 

leaders propose another viable site be-
fore next August.

“The city can recommend other lo-
cations if they think they are better lo-
cations,” Superfund project manager 
Christos Tsiamis said at a community 
meeting. “But within nine months, we 
will have to know where those tanks 
are going to go so we can start the 
design.”

The planned tank is one of two $78 
million underground containers meant 

to catch sewage that wells up in the ar-
ea’s antiquated sewer system when it 
rains and keep the muck from spilling 
into the polluted waterway. The feds 
added the tanks to the plan, which orig-
inally called for just scraping the toxic 
crud off the bottom of the canal, af-
ter researchers found cancer-causing 
chemicals in sewage runoff and de-
termined that it would be pointless to 
clean the channel one way and have 

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Brooklyn’s Iranian and in-
die rock communities gath-
ered on Monday night to pay 
tribute to three Persian mu-
sicians whose quest for free-
dom through music came to 
a bloody end in Williamsburg 
last week.

More than 100 mourners 
and well-wishers attended a 
memorial for the murdered 
musicians at Williamsburg’s 
Cameo Gallery, ahead of a 

benefit concert with a packed 
line-up at the nearby Brook-
lyn Bowl.

“I am here to pay respects 
for the souls who have left this 
earth and support the peo-
ple who have to pick up the 
pieces,” said Ghazaleh Khos-
ravi, a close friend of the late 
musicians.

The memorial came a week 
after the shooting deaths of Ali 
Eskandrian, 35, Arash Faraza-
mand, 28, and his brother So-
roush Farazamand, 27, who 
were  gunned down by another 

exiled Iranian musician  at the 
Maujer Street townhouse the 
victims shared and played mu-
sic in, according to police.

The memorial began out-
side with several dozen friends, 
family members, and fellow 
rockers gathering around a 
poster-board covered in pho-
tos of Eskadrian, a writer 
and musician, and the Faraz-
amand brothers, both mem-
bers of the dance-punk band 
the Yellow Dogs. Candles and 

Their name on ice
Billionaires buy naming rights for 
new Prospect Park skating complex

Tank rolls toward Gowanus park
Feds will put sewage-catcher under playground unless city has alternative

Cleaning the
Gowanus

Tales and tears at 
rock remembrance
Memorial for musicians murdered in W’burg

Elizabeth Siematkowski puts 
on her in-line skates, which she 
hopes will inspire a fourth wave 
of feminism.
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Wild
 Brooklyn

Reporter Colin Mixson steps off 
the new B44 Select Bus in Sheep-
shead Bay an hour and 15 min-
utes after boarding in Williams-
burg at 5:30 pm on Nov. 18.
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Friends and well-wishers packed Cameo Gallery on 
Nov. 18 to remember the Iranian indie rockers who 
died in a brutal shooting spree.
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By Colin Mixson
The Brooklyn Paper

Brooklyn’s new  B44 Select Bus Ser-
vice  that is expected to cut travel times 
for commuters by up to 20 percent was 
unveiled this week — but it has not 
quite arrived yet.

The new, dedicated-lane buses started 
plying the 10-mile route between Wil-
liamsburg and Sheepshead Bay on Sun-
day, but several key parts of the ser-
vice are not expected to come online 
until sometime next year.

Some of the new bus stops project-
ing out into the street remain unfin-
ished, a few miles of dedicated north-

bound lanes along Rogers and Bedford 
avenues have yet to be painted, and the 
technology that will change red lights 
green as a select bus approaches has 
not been switched on yet, but Mayor 
Bloomberg nonetheless pledged at a 
kick-off event on Monday that the new 
service will speed up commutes.

“Everybody has a view of whether 
traffic is better or worse and a lot of it 
depends on whether they are stuck be-
hind a ConEd truck,” said Bloomberg. 
“But the average time is the real an-
swer,” he added, citing data compiled 
from the city’s five existing select bus 
service routes showing that the express 

buses decreased commute times by close 
to a quarter on average.

The roadside kiosks where commut-
ers pre-pay for the ride are one element 
of the bus set-up that is supposed to 
speed service. With curb-side ticket-
ing, commuters trade the long wait for 
individual card swipes at each stop that 
waylays traditional buses for a train-
like set-up where riders face periodic 
on-board ticket inspections. And early 
next year the ticket stations will be 
upgraded with  pedestrian way-find-
ing signs , which provide maps of the 
area and real-time bus-arrival infor-

See BUS  on page 6

See YARDS  on page 6

See DOLPHIN  on page 11

See TOPLESS  on page 6See LYCEUM  on page 6

See GOWANUS  on page 11

See RINK  on page 11 See ROCKERS  on page 6
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Announcing the grand opening of 
Corcoran’s new Brooklyn headquarters  
at 1 Pierrepont Plaza, 15th Floor

CORCORAN  
GROWS IN  
BROOKLYN 

* Source: The Real Deal, www.THEREALDEAL.com. Data was collected in October and published in November 2013 issue.  |  Equal Housing Opportunity. The Corcoran Group is a licensed real estate broker located at 1 Pierrepont Plaza, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

Corcoran leads the way in Brooklyn with over  
$2 Billion in sales annually, and almost twice the  
number of listings than any other real estate firm.*  
With our sales up by 20% in 2013, we continue to  
grow at a record pace.
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Mount Sinai board certifi ed physicians
Whether you have an urgent medical need or are looking 
for a high-quality primary care physician, Mount Sinai 
board certified physicians are available in Brooklyn 
Heights to deliver personalized and coordinated health 
care services, focusing on the wellness of the each 
individual patient. Good health starts here.

Primary Care
Call to make an appointment

Urgent Care Hours
Monday–Friday | 9 am to 9 pm
Saturday–Sunday | 9 am to 5 pm

No appointments needed for 
Urgent Care

Many insurance plans accepted

300 Cadman Plaza West 
17th and 18th Floors 
Brooklyn, NY

929-210-6000
www.mountsinai.org/
brooklyn-heights

Urgent Care & 
Primary Care
in Brooklyn Heights

   

All that Brooklynites 
feared could go wrong with 
the Nets this season has gone 
wrong in just 10 games. 

The injuries, the lack of 
chemistry, the clumsy coach-
ing — it has all been mag-
nified by that lousy 3–7 re-
cord. 

First, the injuries. Any 
team, in any sport, will 
face some injury adversity 
during the course of a sea-
son. But with a team built 
as Brooklyn’s is — a team 
that has to monitor the min-
utes of its aging stars — we 
really didn’t expect it until 
later in the season. Still, Sat-
urday night against the Clip-
pers saw the Nets without 
four of its five opening-day 
starters, including Front-
court-mates Brook Lopez 
and Kevin Garnett. 

Last week, this column said 
that it was too early to push 
the panic button on Kevin 
Garnett’s slow start and, af-
ter Monday’s solid showing 
against the surprising Trail-
blazers, we stand by that state-

It’s no secret Brooklyn’s 
team last year could be bor-
ing to watch on an average 
night. And instead of add-
ing high-flying athletes, the 
Nets’ decision to put its chips 
on veteran stars Kevin Gar-
nett, Paul Pierce, and Jason 
Terry (aged 37, 36, 36) tem-
pered any hopes of picking 
up the tempo.

Being old and slow isn’t a 
death sentence in the NBA, 
but settling for too many out-
side shots— especially when 
you don’t shoot them partic-
ularly well — is a definite 
problem. Now, with the sea-
son off to a rough start, it is 
time for the Nets to start at-
tacking the rim.

To help illustrate this point, 
the league has added a new tool 
this season called “SportVU,” 
a data collection and analysis 
service that provides a wealth 
of new statistical info about the 
game we love. Each arena now 
has six cameras tracking ev-
ery player’s movement on ev-
ery possession, allowing for 
stats that can often confirm 
what were previously just the 
observations of a fan.

The stat of particular in-
terest is drives to the bas-
ket, which the system de-
fines as “any touch that 
starts at least 20 feet of the 
hoop and is dribbled within 
10 feet of the hoop, exclud-
ing fast breaks.”

Players are ranked by the 
number of points they have 
created for their teams on 
drives this season. The top 
Net on the list is ailing point 
guard Deron Williams at 
56th; D-Will’s drives have re-

sulted in 4.6 points per game 
for Brooklyn. By compari-
son, Denver point guard Ty 
Lawson’s drives to the rim 
have brought his team 15.7 
points per game.

SportVU also ranks players 
by the points they’ve scored 
individually on drives. The 
first Net to chart is back-up 
point guard Shaun Livings-
ton, who has played admira-
bly with Deron sidelined. But 
Livingston has scored just 3.2 
points per game on drives, 
38th in the league. Philadel-
phia guard Evan Turner is 
leading 8.1 points per night 
on drives to the basket.

Driving to the rim creates 
easier baskets. Some teams 
can get by on sharp shooting 
from the outside, but the Nets’ 
current shot selection isn’t 
cutting it. The team ranks 
25th in the league in effective 
field goal percentage.

Not to mention, it’s fun to 

watch. If Deron’s ankle prob-
lems are going to hinder his 
explosiveness again this year, 
Nets coach Jason Kidd should 
give the rangy Livingston al-
most equal run. Additionally, 
Kidd should consider incor-
porating the youth of his two 
second-year players: fleet-
footed guard Tyshawn Tay-
lor and forward Toko Shen-
galia — who at times evokes 
Manu Ginobili in the way he 
plugs away at the rim — in 
the team’s plans.

Having a slew of vets 
should help the Nets in the 
playoffs, but first they have 
to get there. And from where 
we sit today, it’s going to take 
more than a bunch of old guys 
jacking jumpers.

Matt Spolar is a nearly 
6-foot-1 journalist with a 
middling high-school bas-
ketball career who is sure 
the Nets win thanks to 
team’s top-tier guards.

Is this worst-case scenario?

Geting new ‘VU’ of the old Nets

B R O O K LY N  N E T S  C OV E R AG E

FRONT
COURT
By Tom LafeBy Tom Lafe

BACK
COURT
By Matt SpolarBy Matt Spolar

consistent starter on the Nets 
this season, improving his de-
fense and picking up his offen-
sive onslaught right where he 
left off a year ago. If he were to 
miss significant time, it would 
be a huge blow to an already 
struggling Nets team. 

Without their starting 
point guard for the preseason 
and now with many key play-
ers sitting out parts of the first 
10 games, the Nets haven’t 
had much of a chance to gel. 
That chemistry should come, 
provided they are all able to 
stay on the court. 

Beyond the slew of injuries 
and on-court niceties among 
new teammates, what is most 
troublesome about this Nets 
team is its already well-doc-
umented third-quarter woes. 
In  seven losses, the Nets 
have been out-scored, out-
played and out-worked in the 
third quarter. And that falls 
squarely on first-year coach 
Jason Kidd. 

It would be nice if some 
of the vets would help the 
rookie out. 

Tom Lafe is a 6-foot-5 
sports-world insider with a 
middling high school bas-
ketball career who believes 
the Nets will be driven by 
the success of the team’s 
big men.

ment. However, an ankle 
injury to a 37-year-old is cer-
tainly something that should 
be watched closely —  right 

along with his minutes.
The more concerning in-

jury is Brook Lopez’s bum left 
ankle. Lopez has been the one 

The Nets may big in big trouble now that Kevin Gar-
nett is stuck on the bench with an injured ankle.
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BROOKLYN 
CHESS
LESSONS

FREE OF CHARGE

www.brooklynchess.org 
(718)-855-8530

art   lighting   furniture   decor

shoprico.com 

546 third ave bklyn 11215 718.797.2077  

STOREWIDE
SALE

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

A depraved auto-phile 
stole tires, rims, and lugs 
nuts off of a Chevrolet Ca-
maro that was parked on Saint 
Marks Place on Nov. 12, po-
lice said.

The theft happened at 
5 am near Fourth Avenue, 
they said.

Broke cane
A 50-year-old man 

whacked another man with 
a cane on Fulton Street on 
Nov. 12, police said. 

The assault occurred af-
ter the feeble perp bumped 
into another man at 5:50 pm 
near Lawrence Street, spark-
ing a shouting match which 
led to the hobbler hitting the 
victim, police said.

Hurt locker
A thief swiped a bag 

from the locker of a Liv-
ingston Street gym on Nov. 
12, cops said. 

The burglar clipped the 
combination lock at the gym 
near Bond Street at 8:30 pm 
and made off with the bag 
containing a hand welder, 
a pair of jeans, some credit 
cards, and house keys, cops 
said.

Cuisinart
A 63-year-old man stabbed 

a guy with a kitchen knife be-
hind a Pacific Street building 
on Nov. 13, police said. 

The assault occurred at 
1:26 pm between Third and 
Fourth avenues, per cops.

Unholy roller
A  heretical hoarder stole 

a shopping cart full of goods 
from inside a Pacific Street 
church on Nov. 12, police 
said.

The suspect took two 
lamps and a 75-foot copper 
tube from the church near 
Third Avenue at 11:30 pm, 
according to cops.

Blue streak
Police arrested a blue-

haired 15-year-old girl who 
they say stole someone’s iP-
hone inside the Jay Street-
Metrotech subway station 
on Nov. 14. 

The victim was riding the 
F train at the station at 3 pm 
when the pixie grabbed the 
phone, said police who col-
lared her.

Benz appeal
Someone stole a Mer-

cedes Benz from in front 
of a Bergen Street building 
on Nov. 12 while its owner 

Big lug pilfers Camaro tires
was headed to court, po-
lice said. 

The victim left her car near 
Smith Street to go into the 
halls of justice at 3:30 pm, 
according to cops.

Off sides
A bad sports fan stole a 

jacket and wallet from a soc-
cer player at Brooklyn Bridge 
Park on Nov. 17, cops said.

The athlete said he left his 
belongings on the sidelines 
while he played soccer at the 
field near Furman Street at 
8 pm. 

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Break-in
Someone stole a Macbook 

Pro, pearl necklace, and other 
jewelry from a Cumberland 
Street apartment on Nov. 15, 
police said.

The victim said a burglar 
entered the abode near Lafay-
ette Avenue through a bed-
room window that was closed 
but unlocked sometime be-
tween 5 and 8 pm.

Low-down
A big meanie stole a bunch 

of credit cards from the bed-
side drawer of a hospital pa-
tient attending therapy on 
Nov. 11 on Dekalb Avenue, 
police said.

The theft happened near 
Navy Street at 3 pm, cops 
said.

Sin is in
A duo of unbelievers stole 

a smartphone and a Samsung 
Google Nexus 7 tablet from 
a church office on Saint Fe-
lix Street on Nov. 15, po-
lice said.

The pair were caught on 
video leaving the church with 
the stolen goods at 1:50 pm 
near Hanson Place, accord-
ing to cops. — Jaime Lutz

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Flatbush folly
A band of bandits rav-

aged a man’s apartment on 
Flatbush Avenue on Nov. 13, 
stealing a laptop, power drill, 
digital camera, camera lens, 
checkbook, and camera bag, 
police said.

The 24-year-old vic-
tim said he thinks the perp 
must have entered the apart-
ment between Saint Marks 
Avenue and Prospect Place 
through the window or front 
door sometime between 9:40 
am and 7:45 pm, but a neigh-
bor said her boyfriend might 
have heard the building’s roof 
hatch open around 1 pm.

Multiple residents said the 
front door to their apartment 
building does not properly 
lock, and that is often mis-
taken for another building 
on Flatbush Avenue.

Volkswa-gone
A carjacker drove off 

with a woman’s Volkswa-
gen parked on First Street 
on Nov. 11, police said.

Cops scanned the area be-
tween Seventh and Eighth 
Avenue for clues after the 
vehicle was reported stolen 
sometime between 6:10 and 
8:40 am, but said there was 
no glass on the street. The 
car was not in the immedi-
ate area, tow log, or Brooklyn 
Navy Yard, they said.

Dean streets
A crook rode off with a 

man’s Chevy parked on Dean 
Street in the early morning 
of Nov. 11, police said.

Video surveillance caught 
the joy-rider hopping into the 
car between Fourth and Fifth 
Avenue around 4 am, cops 
said, but they have made no 
arrest.

Copper con
Metal fiends ripped off 

copper pipes from a Sack-
ett Street construction site 
on Nov. 11, cops said.

A 35-year-old contractor 
said he left the hallway con-
struction site between Fourth 
and Fifth Avenue for only 
30 minutes at 5:30 pm and, 
when he came back, he no-
ticed $800 worth of copper 
pipes were missing. There 
were no signs that anyone 
had been there in the interim, 
cops said.

Got the power
Cops cuffed a 51-year-old 

fellow who they say stole a 
power drill from a van parked 
at the loading dock of the 
Atlantic Terminal mall on 
Nov. 15.

Video surveillance cap-
tured the man entering the 
mall’s loading dock, using a 
screwdriver to enter a van, 
and lugging off a power drill 
around 1:55 pm, police re-
ported.

iGone
A bully pushing Social Se-

curity age swiped a 14-year-
old girl’s iPhone from her 
hand on Fifth Street on Nov. 
15, cops said.

The girl told police she was 
near Fifth Avenue when the 
man, about 60 years old, took 
it from her and fled down 
Fifth Street and hopped into 
a brown van. She tried to use 
the Find My iPhone app, but 
could not remember her Ap-
ple ID, according to police.

Bike hike
A 40-year-old cycle sneak 

stole a man’s black bike from 
in front of an Atlantic Av-

enue department store, po-
lice said.

The 27-year-old victim 
said he left his bike in front 
of the store at Fort Greene 
Place at 8:25 pm and, when he 
came back a half-hour later, 
his two-wheeler was gone. 

The perp, who police think 
they have captured on sur-
veillance, cut through a Kryp-
tonite lock, they said.

Training shame
A crook took a wom-

an’s wallet as she slept on 
an early-morning, Coney 
Island-bound D train on 
Nov. 17.

The 53-year-old woman 
told police she boarded the 
train in Manhattan at 1:15 am 
and promptly fell asleep. She 
awoke at the Pacific Street 
station at 2:30 am and found 
that someone swiped her wal-
let containing her license, li-
brary card, debit card, and 
employment ID card, po-
lice said.

Empty-handed
A burglar, or possibly a 

heist team, pawed through 
a man’s Eighth Street apart-
ment on Nov. 12, but did not 
take anything, police said.

The 49-year-old victim 
told cops he left his apart-
ment between Fourth and 
Fifth Avenue at 7:30 am 
and he returned at 6:10 pm 
to find shattered door glass 
and his stuff scattered all over 
the place.

Neighbors said they did 
not hear or see anything, but 
cops say the crook(s) could 
have come from a next-door 
dwelling.

Cook took
A robber lifted a Flatbush 

Avenue restaurant employ-
ee’s phone, license, and debit 
card from her backpack while 
she was at work on Nov. 15, 
police said.

The 20-year-old female 
said she left her bag in the 
break area of the eatery near 
Atlantic Avenue between 6:30 
and 11 pm. Her co-workers 
said they did not see her stuff 
walk away.

Car-ried away
A crafty carjacker stole a 

woman’s car from in front of a 
brownstone on Seventh Street 
sometime between Nov. 7 and 
12, cops said.

The 47-year-old victim 
said she parked her Toyota 
between Prospect Park West 
and Eighth Avenue at 5:30 
pm on Nov. 7 and returned 
on Nov. 12 at 2:15 pm, only 
to find the car had been sto-
len. The vehicle had not been 
towed or impounded, accord-
ing to a police report. 

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens-Cobble 

Hill–Red Hook

Wobbly drive
A man was arrested for 

drunk driving in front of a 
Wolcott Street apartment 
building on Nov. 12, po-
lice said.

Cops say they found the 
watery-eyed man slumped 
over the wheel of his car, 
which he had crashed into 
another parked car near Rich-
ards Street at 1 am. His blood 
alcohol level was .159 per-
cent, according to a report.

Not every time
Cops hassled a guy for 

drinking a Coors on Lor-
raine Street on Nov. 15, po-
lice said.

The man was swigging an 
open can of Coors between 
Columbia and Hicks Street 
at 4:57 pm, said cops who 
gave the thirsty guy a mis-
demeanor for his troubles. 
 — Megan Riesz

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

No respect
A crook swiped a 90-year-

old woman’s cash and credit 
card from her Colonial Road 
apartment on Nov. 5, cops 
reported.

The victim told police she 
left her home between 91st 
and 92nd streets at noon and 
returned at 5 pm to discover 
$500 and her plastic missing 
— despite no signs of forced 
entry, cops said.

Barred
A trio of burglars tried — 

and failed — to break into an 
86th Street basement on Nov. 
13, according to cops.

The victim reported that 
she left her home near the cor-
ner of 11th Avenue at noon 
and returned an hour later to 
discover the burglar bars on 
her rear cellar window bent. 
A neighbor told her that three 
men had attempted to break 
in while she was away.

Stop and drop
A pair of punks stole 

$5,500 from a woman’s pock-
etbook at the corner of 66th 
Street on Nov. 13, authori-
ties said.

The victim said she was 
walking home near Ninth 
Avenue at 12:40 pm when 
the two goons snatched her 
purse and dumped the con-

tents on the sidewalk. The 
thugs grabbed her wad of 
cash, then scrammed, po-
lice said.

Out on a rail
A fiend attacked a man 

from the train tracks at the 
Bay Ridge Avenue subway 
station on Nov. 14, police 
state.

The victim told cops he 
was waiting on the platform 
beneath the 69th Street and 
Fourth Avenue intersection 
at 12:40 am when he saw a 
man standing on the track 
bed. The two got into an argu-
ment, and the victim said that 
the man on the rails picked 
up a rock and hurled it at his 
head — hitting him and cut-
ting open his cheek. 

The wannabe transit 
worker then leapt on the 
platform and launched into 
a fist-fight with the victim, 
dropping his cellphone in the 
process, cops said. But when 
the odds turned against him, 
the villain allegedly jumped 
back onto the tracks and fled 
in the direction of the 95th 
Street station, according to 
police.  
 — Will Bredderman

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Idol threats
A robber punched a pedes-

trian in his face and threat-
ened to kill him for his wallet 
on McGuinness Boulevard on 
Nov. 9, according to cops.

The victim told police 
that he was walking near 
Box Street at 10:25 pm when 
the thief got in his face. 

“Give me your wallet,” 
said the robber before punch-
ing the man in the right side 
of the kisser, police said. The 
robber then showed the vic-
tim a knife as he was writhing 
on the ground, cops said. 

“Give me your s--- or I 
will f------ kill you,” the thief 
supposedly said. The victim 
handed over his wallet, Sam-
sung tablet, credit cards, and 
cash, and the robber fled, po-
lice reported. 

B-boys
Cops cuffed two men who 

they say assaulted a guy who 
was playing basketball in 
McCarren Park on Nov. 10 
— and stole his jacket and 
phone. 

The victim told police 
that he was shooting hoops 
in the park at noon when 
two guys ran up to him and 
started punching him in the 
head and face. The victim ran 
away, and his friend grabbed 
his jacket and held onto it 
for him. 

Cops say one of the goons 
ran back and grabbed the 
jacket out of his friend’s 
hands. Police arrested two 
the  men near the scene. 

You get nothing
Cops arrested a guy 

who they say robbed and 
blackmailed his co-worker 
on Greenpoint Avenue on 
Nov. 11

The victim told police that 
his 40-year-old colleague 
demanded $500 from him. 
When the victim would not 
hand over the cash, the sus-
pect stole the victim’s car 
keys and held them as col-
lateral, cops reported. 

The victim said he handed 
over the cash between Newel 
and Jewel streets at 11 am on 
Nov. 11, and then told po-
lice, who arrested the alleged 
bully and charged him with 
robbery. 

Jerk at work
Police pinched a woman 

who they say attacked her co-
worker on N. Third Street on 
Nov. 8 — smashing a glass 

over his head. 
The victim told police that 

the woman started scream-
ing at him while they were 
slaving away at a factory be-
tween Kent and Wythe av-
enues at 1:35 am. She then 
smashed him in the head with 
a glass, said police. 

Emergency medical ser-
vices took the man to the hos-
pital and cops arrested the 
woman and charged her with 
assault. 

Jealous, see?
A jealous boyfriend 

smashed a pint glass into 
a Union Avenue bar-goer’s 
head on Nov. 10 — severing a 
major artery, cops said.

The victim told police that 
he was talking to a woman 
inside watering hole at the 
corner of Meeker Ave-
nue at 2 am when her hot-
headed boyfriend came up 
behind them. At first, the 
boyfriend tried to pour his 
drink over his girlfriend’s 
head, cops said. When the 
woman pushed him away, he 
smashed the glass into the 
man’s head, cutting the ar-
tery on the left side of his ear, 
according to police. 

The victim tried to de-
fend himself and punched 
the crazed boyfriend in the 
face, he said. He then left the 
bar and took a taxi to the hos-
pital. The man said he does 
not know the name of the thug 
who attacked him. 

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Williamsburg

Slice of life
A gunman shot a guy in 

line to order dinner in a Gra-
ham Avenue pizza shop on 
Nov. 10, cops said. 

The victim told police he 
was ordering pizza inside the 
eatery between Seigel and 
Moore streets at 11:30 pm 
when a man shot at him from 
outside. The bullets hit the 
22-year-old victim on the left 
side of his back and his left 
leg, police said. 

Emergency services ar-
rived and took the victim to 
Bellevue Hospital for treat-
ment, say cops, who have yet 
to arrest a shooter. 

Clean freak
A thief in need of clean 

clothes broke into a Broad-
way laundromat overnight on 
Nov. 11 and stole $50, plus 
several pounds of freshly 
washed duds.

The owner of the dry 
cleaner and laundromat be-
tween Kent and Wythe ave-
nues told police that someone 
broke into the store some-
time between 11 pm on Nov. 
11 and 7:20 am on Nov. 12. 
The burglar got away with 50 
dry-cleaning orders as well 
as $50 in cash, he said. 

A pedestrian found some 
of the clothes on the corner 
of Kent Avenue and S. Sixth 
St. and returned them to the 
laundromat.

Blader haters
A gang of thugs assaulted 

a teen and stole his roller-
blades on Moore Street in 
the early morning of Nov. 
15, cops said. 

The victim told police 
that he was talking on the 
phone while at the corner of 
Broadway at 4:25 am when 
a young man walked up to 
him and punched him in the 
face. After the first punch, 
four other guys ran up, ripped 
the teen’s shirt off his body, 
grabbed his backpack off his 
back, and, as if that was not 
enough, smashed his phone 
on the ground. 

The victim told police 
that he does not remember 
much about the assault, but 
does remember the goons 
kicking him while he was 
on the ground. All told, the 
crew made off with his roller-
blades, phone charger, book 
bag, and a blue Yankees hat, 
according to a police report.   
 — Danielle Furfaro
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By Jaime Lutz
The Brooklyn Paper

The owner of the historic 
Brooklyn Heights Cinemas 
is passing the hat and eye-
ing a move to keep his the-
ater running in the midst of 
a redevelopment scheme that 
would add apartments up-
stairs —  potentially demol-
ishing it in the process .

The Landmarks Preser-
vation Commission is push-
ing the Henry Street build-
ing’s owner to come up with 
a design that would keep the 
existing two-screen cinema 
building intact, but owner 
Kenn Lowy said there is no 
guarantee he and his projec-
tors will not be put out on the 

street, and so he is reaching 
out to neighbors to help fund 
a temporary exile.

“The idea was always 
to find a temporary loca-
tion until it was finished,” 
Lowy said. “We’ll have an 
18-month period where we’ll 
have to find another space 
until we come back.”

The film buff and 32-
year Heights resident said 
he needs $20,000 to fund 
the move, which could come 
next spring or summer, and a 
sorely-needed upgrade to dig-
ital projectors that would be 
a first for the strictly celluloid 
picture house on the corner 
of Orange Street. Adding in-
sult to antiquated injury, the 

temporary move would re-
quire him to lease, not buy, 
the gear, and no Brooklyn 
Heights building could ac-
commodate the business, 
meaning the neighborhood-
specific site of many a date 
night might shift to Dumbo, 
the nearest place with work-
able digs.

“If we want to stay in busi-
ness we have to do that,” 
Lowy said, adding that he 
plans to drum up the money 
through an online crowd-
funding website.

The solicitation will come 
on the heels of a dizzying 
series of plot twists that be-
gan for Lowy in 2010 when 
he  read in this paper that the 

theater’s then-owner was in-
dicted  for bilking investors 
out of money by pretending 
to have plans to expand and 
build condos atop the theater 
along with two others.

“I asked the manager 
‘What’s going on?’ and she 
half-jokingly said, ‘You want 
to buy it?’ ” Lowy said. 

Turns out, he did. And 
he is surprised he made it 
this far.

“The lease actually ex-
pired a year and a half ago,” 
he said. “If you had talked 
to me one year ago I would 
have said ‘Gee, I really hope 
I can get through the holi-
days this year.’ ”

Cinema going to Dumbo?
Heights theater owner considers move out of nabe

Brooklyn Heights Cinema owner Kenn Lowy is 
working with developers to keep his beloved two-
screen movie house alive. 

P
ho

to
 b

y 
E

liz
ab

et
h 

G
ra

ha
m

By Bill Egbert
The Brooklyn Paper

State Sen. Eric Adams 
(D–Flatbush) faced no Dem-
ocratic opponent and won the 
election to replace beloved 
Borough President Markow-
itz with more than 90 percent 
of the vote. When Adams as-
sumes office in January, he 
will become only the third 
borough president in nearly 
four decades, taking over for 
Marty Marowitz, who came 
to personify the job as “Mr. 
Brooklyn.” We sat with the 
president-elect to talk about 
Markowitz’s broad-if-not-
long shadow, and find out his 
plans for the office in the first 
of a monthly check-in.
Bill Egbert: You certainly 
have some Brooklyn-
Bridge-sized shoes to fill. 
Is is a bit intimidating to 
follow Marty Markowitz 
as Borough President?

Eric Adams: No, it’s 
exciting to follow him. I’m 
following his footsteps from 
the Senate to Borough Hall, 
but I’ve learned it’s impor-
tant not to try to fill some-
body else’s shoes. It’s best 
to bring your own.
BE: This election was 
historic for Brooklyn. 
You’ll be Brooklyn’s first 
black borough president, 
joined by Ken Thompson 
as our first black district 
attorney. What do you 

think that says about the 
borough’s evolution, ei-
ther politically or demo-
graphically?

EA: This election wasn’t 
just about the two of us.  
In 1898, when New York 
brought Brooklyn into the 
family, people saw us as the 
younger brother. What we’re 
seeing now is the little brother 
becoming an adult. With Bill 
DeBlasio and Tish James get-
ting elected to our highest 
offices, it shows Brooklyn 
is adult enough to lead the 
city. With me and Ken, it 
shows our borough coming 
into its own. We’re not the 
little brother of Manhattan 
anymore.
BE: What are your top 
priorities when you take 
over at Borough Hall in 
January?

EA: My focus is going to 
be improving the quality of 
life of Brooklynites. I want 
Brooklynites to be healthy 
— but not just physically 
healthy, I’m talking about 
the broadest meaning of the 
term — mentally healthy, fi-
nancially healthy, living in 
healthy neighborhoods.  Peo-
ple are doing a lot of great 

things in this borough, but 
some Brooklynites don’t have 
access to those great things.  
I want to make Borough Hall 
into a place where people can 
come to find those resources. 
I want Brooklynites to feel 
genuine improvements in 
their lives.
BE: One of Marty’s hard-
est-fought legacies was 
getting the Barclays Cen-
ter built and bringing the 
Nets to Brooklyn. Is there 
a grand aspiration you 
hope to achieve during 
your tenure — even if it 
takes two terms?

EA: I’d to see Brooklyn 
making better use of our roof-
tops. We don’t have much free 
land area, but we have lots 
of roof-space. I want to see 
every building with a gar-
den or a solar panel on top. 
I’m not just taking growing 
a tomato on your rooftop — 
I want to see farms provid-
ing healthy food for neigh-
borhoods, people selling their 
fresh produce to local shops 
and restaurants.  

I hope to develop the 
Brooklyn Terminal Market 
into a major center for fresh 
fruits and vegetables, with 
vertical farms and high-end 
restaurants to bring in people 
from across the city.

I want Brooklyn to become 
the premier eco-friendly bor-
ough in the city, and a model 
for the nation.

New beep’s view 
Eric Adams talks to us about Marty, 
rooftop farms, and building upwards

Adams
on Line 1By Danielle Furfaro

The Brooklyn Paper

The developer of the 
Domino Sugar Factory of-
ficially got the zoning pro-
cess rolling last Wednes-
day, backed by a slew of 
supporters who said they 
were anxious to bring be-
low-market-rate housing 
and office space to Wil-
liamsburg.

Developer Two Trees 
presented its vision for 
the tall, skyline-redefin-
ing tower town on the East 
River to Community Board 
1, the first voting body in 
the approval process for the 
zoning variance the proj-
ect needs, last Wednes-
day night. Company reps 
and big-name backers tes-
tified that the proposal on 
the table now is a big step 
up from its previous incar-
nation.

“We think these plans 
are a significant improve-
ment to the plans that won 
approval several years ago,” 
said Jed Walentas, who is 
the principal of Two Trees. 
“We wanted to create an at-
mosphere that replicates the 
atmosphere that is in the 
neighborhood today, not 
just an atmosphere of lux-

ury housing.”
A bevy of backers 

showed up to tout the proj-
ect’s virtues at the stand-
ing-room-only meeting, in-
cluding representatives of 
Assemblyman Joe Lentol 
(D–Williamsburg), Brook-
lyn Brewery owner Steve 
Hindy, and the Metropolitan 
Waterfront Alliance. 

“This is in the long-
term economic interest of 
our neighborhood,” said 
Nicholas Griffith, a mem-
ber of the North Brooklyn 
Creative Economy Group. 
“We are not considering be-
tween this plan and noth-
ing. We are considering two 
starkly different plans for 
this site.”

Two Trees purchased the 
waterfront site, as well as 
the pre-approved plans, 
from Community Pres-
ervation Corporation Re-
sources for $185-million 
in 2012.

The new high-rises are 
far taller than the original 
Domino design — one tower 
is shaped like a giant, rect-
angular zero, another bal-
ances apartments on offices 
like a hockey stick resting 
on a cinder-block, a third 
features terraced residences 

Momentum 
for Domino
Zoning variance backers 
line up for developer

stacked along Kent Avenue, 
and the southernmost edi-
fice is a pair of pencil-thin 
towers connected by a bridge 
that could become Brooklyn’s 
tallest structure at 598 feet 
and 55 stories.

The dramatic changes, in-
cluding a request to build 20 
stories taller than the previ-
ous owners, meant that Two 
Trees had to start the approval 
process all over again.

Two Trees’ plan calls for 
2,284 apartments, down from 
2,400 under Community 
Preservation Corporation 
Resources. The design also 
calls for more office space 
and smaller retail spaces 
that will not allow for big-
box stores.

The board should vote on 
the plan by Dec. 10.

Developer Two Trees 
Management Co. is 
beginning the zoning 
approval process with 
support from promi-
nent Williamsburgers.
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don’t have any relationship 
with and have no experience 
with.”

Greenland’s purchase in-
cludes a planned 15 apart-
ment towers and one of-
fice building and a promise 
of 2,250 so-called “afford-
able” units, of which only 181 
are in progress as part of the 
383-unit B2. Officials are de-
manding that the state’s Em-
pire State Development defer 
any sale until the state has 
looked at other ways to ex-
pedite construction.

“What Atlantic Yards 
needs is not more remote 
investors,” Prospect Heights 

Assemblywoman Joan Mill-
man said in a statement. “It 
needs a careful assessment 
of reasonable alternatives so 
we can deliver on the ben-
efits that were promised to 
our communities.” 

Bruce Ratner’s company 
once pledged to have the 
project completed in 2016, 
then moved the date out to 
2035 and now will not of-
fer a finish date at all, nor a 
start date for additional con-
struction. It has blamed the 
delays on lawsuits from ac-
tivist groups such as Brook-
lynSpeaks.

“BrooklynSpeaks and 
those that stand with it 

blade-in. They started   Twit-
ter  and  Instagram accounts  
the very next day to spread 
the gospel of nudity and lo-
comotion by sharing their 
favorite free-wheeling pics, 
and, soon thereafter, they 
launched a  website  called 
Topless Blading.

Within days, their goofy, 
anti-prudery web presence 
had thousands of fans, be-
cause who can resist ad-
miring those who are not 
afraid to let it all hang out? 
But the adulation was not 
enough for Siematkowski, 
who, on a few sunny morn-
ings this summer, opted to 
put her derring-do to the test 
by strapping on her skates, 
shedding her shirt, and tak-
ing a spin over the Williams-
burg Bridge.

“At first I was like ‘Oh my 
God, is this really happen-
ing?’ but then it felt natural 
and I was totally comfort-
able with it,” said Siemat-
kowski.

Incredibly, very few of the 
hundreds-if-not-thousands of 
passersby she encountered 
seemed to notice.

“One girl gave me a high-
five, but other than that, I 
got surprisingly few reac-
tions,” she said.

Since the campaign be-
gan, Siematkowski said she 
has been shocked to discover 
that eight out of every 10 
women she talks to do not 
know that it is their right to 
go topless in public in New 
York state. 

The pair say they want to 
get as many women as pos-
sible comfortable with the 
concept. 

“If you are a confident 
woman and you are proud 
of what you do, being top-
less is not a big deal,” said 
Yaeger. 

And when it gets warm 
again, the two plan to host 
top-optional skates around 
Brooklyn. 

“Our goal is to get a mas-
sive crew of topless bladers 
rolling through the streets,” 
said Siematkowski. “Of all 
the messages women get 
about their bodies these 
days, this one is about fun 
and freedom.”

Now that the weather is 
a bit nippy, the pair have 
taken the campaign indoors. 
Last Thursday, Human Gal-
lery hosted Topless, which 
featured photos of Yaeger, 
Siematkowski, and two other 
women navigating Brooklyn 
au naturel. This time around, 
the display turned heads.

a  five-years-and-counting 
court battle with his for-
mer architect Jeane Miele , 
who he owes $5-million on 

a loan of between $500,000 
and $2-million. Richmond 
declared bankruptcy to 
stave off foreclosure on the 
19-year-old arts space and 

yellow roses lined the foot of 
the shrine.

Similar collages stood 
against the bar inside, one 
for each of the men who, ac-
cording to police, died at the 
hand of Ali Rafie, one-time 
bass player for the Yellow 
Dogs’ sister band the Free 
Keys. Rafie was kicked out 
of that band over philosophi-
cal disagreements and had no 
further contact with the vic-
tims until he broke into their 
house shooting early last Mon-
day morning,  according to a 
statement by surviving house-
mates  who were not home at 
the time. The methodical, 
room-by-room killing spree 
grabbed headlines and shat-
tered the tight-knit community 
of Persian rockers who fled 

the strict theocracy of Iran to 
play music together.

At the memorial, friends 
and fans hugged, cried and 
shared stories about the slain 
men.

“He was probably the sin-
gle most creative person I 
ever knew in my life,” said 
Nima Farkhah of Eksandar-
ian, who he met in college. 

Farkhah traveled all the 
way from Dallas to attend 
the ceremony one a day af-
ter a family service was held 
for the writer there.

“It’s unreal,” he said. “It 
still does not seem real.”

Yellow Dogs bassist Koory 
Mirzeai, one of two surviving 
band members, stood stricken 
at the event, greeting friends 
in a whisper. He did not ad-
dress the crowd.

mation. 
The new service, funded 

by a $28-million federal 
grant, replaces the B44 lim-
ited, an express service along 
the B44 local route, and elim-
inates some of the limited’s 
stops. Riders used to rid-
ing the B44 limited should 
also be aware that the new 
select service route deviates 
from the limited path head-
ing north-bound at Flatbush 
Avenue. The new line hangs 
a left before heading up Rog-
ers Avenue, while the local 
continues further north up 
Nostrand Avenue until Far-
ragut Road, where it takes a 
right and then a left at New 
York Avenue.

The B44 local will con-
tinue to run, and is expected 
to move considerably faster 
by sharing the select bus’s 
dedicated lane.

But not everyone shared 
the mayor’s enthusiasm.

Early on Tuesday morn-
ing, Councilman Jumaane 
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talk out of both sides of 
their mouth,” said Bertha 
Lewis, former head of the 
Association of Community 
Organizations for Reform 
Now, which was contractu-
ally obligated to voice sup-
port for Atlantic Yards be-
fore the group disbanded 
in 2010.

BrooklynSpeaks said it 
sued in 2009 — after, and 
because, the state approved 
Forest City Ratner’s extended 
time-frame — and that the 
real estate company is the 
one holding things up with 
appeal after appeal.

“We filed suit to speed 
up the project,” Brooklyn-
Speaks member Gib Veconi 
said. “That’s been the thrust 
of our advocacy.”

Continued from page 1
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the L-shaped lot next door, 
but Miele has asked a court 
to waive the poverty claim 
so that the properties can 
be sold at auction. A hear-
ing could decide the place’s 
fate as soon as next month, 
but Richmond is confident 
he will prevail — so confi-

dent he is trying to move in 
new tenants.

Starting this week, free-
lancers hungry for a place to 
park their laptops can take 
advantage of table space, in-
ternet, and all the coffee they 
can drink, all for just $10 per 
day, Richmond said.

The Lyceum was originally 
supposed to open its so-called 
“co-working space” on Nov. 4, 
but Richmond said he needed 
to fix up the heating system 
before opening the doors to 
daytime roommates. Despite 
the dire prediction, the space 

will host its annual produc-
tion of “A Charlie Brown 
Christmas” next month, 
Richmond promised.

But Miele is unper-
turbed. To say that Rich-
mond’s  friend-turned-fore-
closure-foe  is optimistic 
about his chances of win-
ning in court would be an 
understatement.

“It’s about 95 to five that 
we’ll win against Richmond, 
and when that happens there 
will be a sale scheduled and 
it will be sold out from un-
der him,” Miele said.

Continued from page 1
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Williams (D–Flatbush) ral-
lied outside a former B44 lim-
ited stop at Avenue L and 
Nostrand Avenue, complain-
ing that commuters and stu-
dents at IS 240 were left out 
of the service expansion. The 
rejiggering caused locals to 
lose the medium-express line 
that stopped at Avenue L. The 
select bus does not, but they 
still have the local.

The Nostrand Avenue 
Merchants Association had 
feared that businesses would 
lose customers — and park-
ing spaces — to the new bus 
route, and staged a protest 
against the select bus proj-
ect when it was announced 
in 2009. Among the busi-
ness association’s concerns 
was the worry that deliver-
ies would be impeded by the 
new, bus-only lanes flank-
ing the parking spots where 
vans typically double park to 
unload goods. But the group 
has since adopted the age-
old adage, “if you can’t beat 
’em, join ’em.”

“There’s nothing we can 
do about it at this point,” 
said Lindiwe Kamau, pres-
ident of the Nostrand Ave-

nue Merchants Association, 
who stood with the mayor at 
the opening ceremony.

Kamau worked with the 
city and 300 member busi-
nesses to find alternate spots 
to accept deliveries and to re-
tool many other details that 
had merchants concerned for 
their bottom lines. Coming 
out the other side of the pro-
cess, the group says that it 
began as more of a battle, 
but that the city was play-
ing nice by the end.

“It started out rocky,” said 
Elena Conte, an organizer for 
the Pratt Center for Commu-
nity Development, which 
consulted with the merchants 
group on the project. “But the 
city agencies learned and it 
got better.”

To hype the new bus line 
and make up for any custom-
ers who may have been driven 
away by a lack of parking, the 
merchants group is running 
a holiday shopping promo-
tion that rewards commut-
ers with discounts at partici-
pating businesses when they 
show a receipt for the new 
line. The deals run through 
Dec. 31.

Continued from page 1

BUS...

The dedicated-lane bus route along Bedford and 
Nostrand avenues is poised to cut down strap-
hangers’ commute times by 20-percent, transit 
honchos say.
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By Will Bredderman
The Brooklyn Paper

A Brooklyn councilman is 
running to become the next 
Speaker — but says his cam-
paign is more about being 
heard.

Councilman Jumaane Wil-
liams (D–Flatbush) jumped 
into the crowded race to re-
place term-limited Speaker 
Christine Quinn (D–Man-
hattan) on Nov. 19 — but he 
told this paper his main aim is 
to draw attention to his con-
cerns about housing, polic-
ing, and education.

“I’m running to become 
Speaker, but I definitely want 
to be sure we’re talking about 
some of the issues I think are 
important,” said Williams.  
“I’m hoping some of the ideas 
that I have are part of the 
larger conversation.”

Williams said he wanted 
to see the Council become 
more progressive, following 
the lead of  Mayor-elect Bill 
DeBlasio and Public Advo-

cate-elect Tish James . He 
called for the Council to 
wrest control of housing 
law from the state, for law-
enforcement policies that in-
corporate community groups 
and the Department of Men-
tal Health, to improve con-
ditions in public housing, 
and to share control of the 
school system with the mayor. 
The first-term councilman 
warned that progressives 
cannot afford to squander 
the political moment.

“If we fail this time, it will 
be generations before we get 
another chance,” Williams 
told the audience at a Tues-
day night Speaker candidate 
forum at Borough Hall.

Williams — first elected 
in 2009 — is the lone Brook-
lyn contender in the leader-
ship race. He joins Coun-
cilwoman Inez Dickens 
(D–Manhattan), Council-
man Dan Garodnick (D–
Manhattan), Councilwoman 
Melissa Mark-Viverito (D–

Bklyn pol in bid to lead Council
Run more about issues than victory, Williams says

Manhattan), Councilman 
Jimmy Vacca (D–Bronx), 
Councilwoman Anna-
bel Palma (D–Bronx), and 
Councilman Mark Weprin 
(D–Queens). 

Before Williams jumped 
into the race, leading Dem-
ocratic strategist and lob-
byist  Hank Sheinkopf told 
this paper that the bor-
ough was better off with no 
horse in the race , because a 
Brooklynite seeking the of-
fice would cause infighting 
within a delegation divided 

to leverage more resources 
for his district, which spans 
Flatbush, East Flatbush, and 
Canarsie.

“It creates opportunity for 
Jumaane Williams to make 
a deal for himself and his 
constituency only,” Shei-
nkopf said.

Lander said he had been 
in talks with Williams before 
the latter made his decision 
to run, but declined to say 
whom he would support — 
though he vowed that the Pro-
gressive Caucus would vote 
as a bloc for one of the can-
didates.

“We are working hard to-
ward our shared goals,” said 
Lander.

An obstacle Williams 
could face in becoming 
Speaker is his  widely-re-
ported opposition to gay mar-
riage and abortion . Williams 
and Lander refused to com-
ment on the Flatbush pol’s 
stances on the issue, but 
Lander said he would stand 
by the Progressive Caucus’s 
principles, which include sup-
port for gay marriage.

Jumaane Williams
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between conservative and 
progressive factions. Shei-
nkopf said that without their 
own candidate to squabble 
over, Kings County’s reps 
could unite as a bloc behind a 
candidate from another bor-
ough —  and reap rewards in 
the form of committee chair-
manships the Speaker would 
then hand out . 

But Sheinkopf said that 
Williams’s bid for Speaker 
does not impact Brooklyn’s 
standing, since Williams was 
never expected to vote with 
the larger delegation. He ar-
gued that Williams’s candi-
dacy most damages frontrun-
ner Mark-Viverito, as they 
both belong to the Council’s 
ultra-liberal Progressive Cau-
cus, which Mark-Viverito co-
chairs with Councilman Brad 
Lander (D–Park Slope). 

“This creates problems 
for Mark-Viverito,” said 
Sheinkopf. 

Sheinkopf added that Wil-
liams could use his candidacy 
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Mr. Punderful
They’re cocktails with an Oliver Twist.
Comedian and author Tim Federle will pour 

drinks straight from the pages of his own quippy 
cocktail manual, “Tequila Mockingbird: Cock-
tails with a Literary Twist,” at Greenpoint’s Word 

bookstore on Nov. 22.
“A lot of word nerds 

and English major types 
have an appreciation for 
the finer things in life,” 
said Federle. “We live 
in this mash-up cul-
ture now. This felt like 
a good moment to take 
advantage of people’s 
taste in fine cocktails 

and liquor, but also those books we suffered 
through in college or loved.”

Now in its eighth hardcover printing, “Tequila 
Mockingbird” features 65 pun-laden cocktail recipes 
named after classic or famous novels — including 
“Romeo and Julep,” “Vermouth the Bell Tolls,” and 
“Are You There God? It’s Me, Margarita.” 

Federle, also a children’s book author, former 
Broadway dancer, and lifelong pun connoisseur, 
said he had long wanted to write a book that 
book-clubs could use to create literary libations 
for their meetings. The “Tequila Mockingbird” 
pun popped into his brain about a year ago, so 
he began compiling a list of classic book titles to 
use, eventually taking the idea to a few agents. 
After narrowing down his final drink list, the 
book was published in April this year.

“I wanted to take the seriousness out of the 
books,” he said. “A lot of them are racist and 
heavy and difficult to get through. It’s a fun 
way to pay tribute.”

Attendees at the Word event will be able to 
sample “the Rye in the Catcher,” made with 
rye whiskey and ginger beer, “the Sound and 
the Slurry,” featuring gin and blackberry li-
queur, and “the Old Man and the Seagrams” 
— Federle’s own take on a classic 7 and 7. All 
proceeds from the night will go to the Green-
point Food Pantry.

Tim Federle pours drinks from “Tequila 
Mockingbird” at Word [126 Franklin St. at 
Milton Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096, 
 www.wordbookstores.com ], Nov. 22 at 7 pm, 
$15. — Megan Riesz

B O O KS

The cinema renowned for mixing booze and 
the big screen is now offering bite sizes.

Nitehawk Cinema in Williamsburg will debut 
its Nitehawk Cinema Shorts Festival the weekend 
of Nov. 22, showcasing short films by local film-
makers — many of whom live within a six-block 
radius of the Metropoli-
tan Avenue theater.

“Everyone seems to be 
creating their own thing 
from the ground up, and 
it’s inspiring to be sur-
rounded by so many truly 
creative people,” said El-
eanor Wilson, the direc-
tor of festival entry “Pos-
sum,” and a post-producer 
at production company Picture Farm Gallery, which 
is a five-minute walk from Nitehawk.

The festival will feature 22 shorts — each 
less than 20 minutes long — covering a diverse 
range of subjects including Times Square in 
the ’80s (“Times Square of the 80s: A Short 
Documentary”) and a father-daughter reunion 
(“Sharp Love, Sharp Kittens”).

The programmers at Nitehawk said they had 
wanted to put a short film festival together since 
the independent triplex was founded in 2011. 
Although the theater has previously hosted 
outside short and feature-length film fests, its 
programmers have been working since Janu-
ary to put on their own in-house event to spot-
light neighboring artists.

“Everyone in our programming department is 
particularly interested in shorts, and we’ve been 
interested in fostering emerging and local filmmak-
ers,” said Caryn Coleman, communications man-
ager and programmer at Nitehawk. “We wanted 
this to be a good platform for them.”

For some local filmmakers, entering a sub-
mission to the fledgling festival was a simple 
act of neighborly gratitude for the business 
that brought the ’hood its first multi-screen 
cinema in almost a decade. 

“Nitehawk to me embodies the spirit of the 
Williamsburg that I once knew,” said Jon Sa-
jetowski, the director of “Sharp Love, Sharp 
Kittens” and former long-time Wythe Avenue 
resident. “It’s a great addition to the neighbor-
hood, and it certainly filled a void. The neigh-
borhood has so many things, but it’s almost hard 
to believe that there wasn’t a cinema.”

Nitehawk Cinema Shorts Festival at Ni-
tehawk Cinema [136 Metropolitan Avenue 
near Berry Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
384–3980,  www.nitehawkcinema.com ], Nov. 
23–24 at 11:45 am, $9–$11. 
 — Megan Riesz

Get shorties
F I L M S

Mile End Deli: Mile End serves up the 
best of both Hanukkah and Thanksgiv-

ing on its catering menu, with dishes such 
as challah-and-pumpernickel stuffing. Or-
der by Nov. 24.

Mile End Deli [97 Hoyt St. between Atlan-
tic Avenue and Pacific Street in Boerum Hill, 
(718) 852–7510,  www.mileenddeli.com ].

The Farm on Adderley: Ditmas 
Park’s the Farm on Adderley is offer-

ing a children’s Thanksgiving plate for only 
$25, alongside its $55 three-course menu for 
grown-ups. Reservations available.

The Farm on Adderley [1108 Cortelyou 
Rd., between Stratford and Westminster 
roads in Ditmas Park, (718) 287–3101,  www.
thefarmonadderley.com ].

Frankies Spuntino: The bird is the 
word at this Carroll Gardens restaurant, 

which is offering a choice between turkey, 
turkey, or turkey on its $48, three-course 
menu. Reservations available. 

Frankies Spuntino [457 Court St., be-
tween Luquer Street and Fourth Place in 

Carroll Gardens, (718) 403–0033,  www.
frankiesspuntino.com ].

Reynard: For those who do not want to 
eat turkey (why do you hate America?), 

Brooklyn’s hippest hotel restaurant also has a 
choice of rabbit or fish as part of its $85, four-
course menu. Call for reservations. 

Reynard at Wythe Hotel [80 Wythe Ave. 
at N. 11th Street in Williamsburg, (718) 460–
8004,  www.reynardnyc.com ].

Marlow & Daughters: Like all self-
respecting Williamsburgers, the turkeys 

from this hipster butcher shop are hormone- 
and antibiotic-free, and raised on a vegetar-
ian diet. Turkeys cost $8.05 a pound.

Marlow & Daughters [95 Broadway at 
Berry Street in Williamsburg, (718) 388–
5700,  www.marlowanddaughters.com ].

BKLYN Larder: No bones about it, 
BKLYN Larder’s turkey rolls provide all 

the bird without any of the pointy bits. Meat 
from pasture-raised turkey is rolled into one 
tasty tube, then filled with stuffing. Order 

by Nov. 22. Rolls are $24 a pound.
BKLYN Larder [228 Flatbush Ave. between 

Sixth Avenue and Bergen Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 783–1250,  www.bklynlarder.com ].

Mable’s Smokehouse: Talk about 
Southern hospitality. This barbecue joint 

will not only smoke a whole turkey for you, 
it will also deliver it to your door on Thanks-
giving Day. Turkeys start at $100, delivery 
is $25 to $40. Order by Nov. 22.

Mable’s Smokehouse [44 Berry St. at 
North 11th Street in Williamsburg, (718) 218–
6655,  www.mablessmokehouse.com ].

The Meatball Shop: This local chain’s 
Gobble Gobble Balls roll turkey, stuff-

ing, and cranberries into one festive little 
sphere. In stores Nov. 25. Each serve is $7. 

The Meatball Shop [170 Bedford Ave. 
between Seventh and Eighth streets in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 551–0520,  www.themeat-
ballshop.com ].

Milk Bar: Momofuku’s Thanksgiving 
Croissants pack roast turkey, gravy, 

and cranberry sauce into a single, decadent 
snack. Croissants are $4.50.

Milk Bar (382 Metropolitan Ave. at Have-
meyer Street in Williamsburg; 360 Smith St., 
at Second Place in Carroll Gardens,  www.
milkbarstore.com ).

Four & Twenty Blackbirds: This pie 
stores’s Thanksgiving pre-orders are 

already fully booked, but a small number of 
whole pies, including salty honey and salted 
caramel apple, will be available each morning 
from Nov. 26 to 28. Pies start at $38.

Four & Twenty Blackbirds [439 Third Ave. 
at Eighth Street in Gowanus, (718) 499–2917, 
 www.birdsblack.com ].

Bien Cuit: This Cobble Hill bakery 
does classic pies — with a boozy kick. 

Bien Cuit’s pumpkin pie has a bourbon but-
terscotch glaze and its pecan pie is made with 
vanilla whisky custard. Pre-order by Nov. 25. 
Pies are $35. 

Bien Cuit [120 Smith St. between Pacific 
and Dean streets in Cobble Hill, (718) 852–
0200,  www.biencuit.com ].

Turkeys to-go
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 Pecan or pumpkin? Cook all day or order in? Don’t be a goose this Turkey 
Day — leave all those tough decisions to science! The Brooklyn Paper’s crack 
team of Thanksgiving experts have compiled a foolproof, step-by-step formula 
for establishing exactly how you will be giving yourself heartburn this Nov. 28.

— Ruth Brown
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162 Montague St, 2nd Fl, Brooklyn Heights
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

FREE
DELIVERY

$10 
MIN

Fine Japanese cuisine, 
plus full sushi bar, for 

lunch or dinner

Original.
Handmade.
Beautiful.

90 
Juried 
Artists

BrooklynCraftShow.com
Show Admission Includes General Museum Access 

Discount Tickets Online
Use Promo Code: BP13
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SAT, NOV. 23

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
READING, SARAH ZORN: Author of 

“Brooklyn Chef’s Table: Extraor-
dinary Recipes from Coney Island 
to Brooklyn Heights.” Free. 12:30–
2:30 pm. East River State Park (90 
Kent Ave. at N. Seventh Street in 
Williamsburg), www.brooklynfl ea.
com. 

TOUR, SCULPTURE GARDEN TROL-
LEY TOUR: Visit newly acquired 
works, as well as sculptures dating 
to the 19th century. $20 ($15 mem-
bers of Green-Wood and Brooklyn 
Historical Society). 1–3 pm. Green-
Wood Cemetery [Fifth Avenue and 
25th Street in Greenwood Heights, 
(718) 768–7300], www.green-wood.
com. 

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “SHE KILLS MONSTERS”: 

Obie Award winning playwright 
Qui Nguyen’s play about letting 
go and fi nding a way home. $10 
($5 students and seniors) suggest 
donation. 2 pm, 7:30 pm. Roosevelt 
Extension Theater at Brooklyn Col-
lege (2900 Bedford Ave. at Avenue 
J in Flatbush), depthome.brooklyn.
cuny.edu/theater. 

MUSIC, DUMPSTAPHUNK: $15. 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. be-
tween N. 11th and N. 12th streets 
in Williamsburg, (718) 963–3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com. 

MUSIC, JC BROOKS & THE UPTOWN 
SOUND: $20–$22. 9 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at Third Av-
enue in Gowanus, (718) 643–6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com.

MUSIC, ESCORT, JC BROOKS AND 
THE UPTOWN SOUND: $22 ($20 
in advance). 9 pm. Bell House [149 
Seventh St. at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus, (718) 643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

MUSIC, DERRICK & THE BLACK SEA, 
PONYBOY & THE SHINERS, THE 

PSYCHEDELICATESSEN: $8. 9 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 638–
4400], www.unionhallny.com. 

OTHER
APPLE PIE BAKE-OFF: Think you 

have an apple pie recipe worthy 
of awards? Sign up at the Market 
Information Tent. 9 am–1 pm. Bay 
Ridge Greenmarket (95th Street 
and Third Avenue in Bay Ridge), 
www.grownyc.org/greenmarket/
brooklyn/bay-ridge. 

ART, “BROOKLYN UTOPIAS: In 
TRANSITion”: Artists, activists, ar-
chitects, designers, and urban theo-
rists consider differing visions of an 
ideal city through the “concrete” 
example of Brooklyn. Free. 11 am–4 
pm. Old Stone House [Fifth Avenue 
between Third and Fourth streets in 
Park Slope, (718) 768–3195], brook-
lynutopias.wordpress.com/upcom-
ing-exhibitions. 

OPEN ICE SKATING: Break out 
the blades and start practicing 
your jumps. $9 ($5 skate rental). 
1–3:30 pm. Abe Stark Ice Skating 
Rink [West 19th Street and the 
Boardwalk in Coney Island, (718) 
946–6536]. 

READING, EINAT ADMONY: Author 
of “Balaboosta.” Featuring recipes 
prepared by Melissa Vaughan. 
Free. 4–5 pm. powerHouse on 8th 
[1111 Eighth Ave. between 11th and 
12th streets in Park Slope, (718) 
666–3049], www.powerhouse-
arena.com. 

SUN, NOV. 24

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, KLEZMER AND YIDDISH 

SOUL: Featuring Litvakus with 
guest vocalist Daniella Rabbani. 
$25–$30. 3 pm. On Stage at Kings-
borough [2001 Oriental Blvd. at 
Oxford Street in Manhattan Beach, 
(718) 368–5596], www.onstageatk-

FRI, NOV. 22
ART, “TWICE MILITANT: Lorraine 

Hansberry’s Letters to ‘The Lad-
der’”: New exhibition examining 
a lesser-known aspect of the life 
of the award-winning author of 
the landmark play “A Raisin in the 
Sun.” $12 (suggested). 11 am–6 
pm. Brooklyn Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

ART, “THE GAMES WE PLAYED”: 
Throwback-themed exhibition fea-
turing urban artists, including Jamel 
Shabazz. Free. 11 am–7 pm. House 
of Art Gallery [408 Marcus Garvey 
Blvd. at Hasley Street in Bedford-
Stuyvesant, (347) 663–8195], www.
hoagallery.com. 

ART, “WAR/PHOTOGRAPHY: Im-
ages of Armed Confl ict and Its 
Aftermath”: Explores the experi-
ence of war with an unprecedented 
collection of 400 photographic 
prints, books, magazines, albums, 
and camera equipment. $12 (sug-
gested). 11 am–6 pm. Brooklyn Mu-
seum [200 Eastern Pkwy. at Wash-
ington Avenue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 638–5000], www.brooklynmu-
seum.org. 

ART, “JIM TOROK: Jesus”: Series of 
spare, small-scale ink and colored 
pencil line drawings depicting Jesus 
on the cross. Free. 11 am–6 pm. 
Pierogi [177 N. Ninth St. between 
Bedford and Driggs avenues in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 599–2144], www.
pierogi2000.com/2013/06/jim-
torok-at-pierogi-2. 

ART, “DIALOGUE & QUIET CONVER-
SATIONS: Part II”: Exhibition of 12 
images selected by a panel of lead-
ing curators and editors from the 
top fi nalists of the FotoVisura Grant. 
Free. Noon–6 pm. United Photo 
Industries Gallery (111 Front St. near 
Washington Street in Dumbo), unit-
edphotoindustries.com. 

ART, “FLAME TEMPERED”: Solo 
exhibition of mixed-media artist 
Phoenix Lindsey-Hall. Free. 6 pm. 
The Living Gallery (1094 Broadway 
at Dodworth Street in Bushwick), 
www.the-living-gallery.com. 

MUSIC, THE REVIVALISTS: $15. 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. be-
tween N. 11th and N. 12th streets 
in Williamsburg, (718) 963–3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com. 

THEATER, “ANALOG.UE”: A new 
monologue from Daniel Kitson. 
$25. 8 pm. St. Ann’s Warehouse [29 
Jay St. between John and Plymouth 
streets in Dumbo, (718) 254–8779], 
www.stannswarehouse.org. 

COMEDY, MEET ME IN THE BATH-
ROOM AND TELL ME ALL YOUR 
SECRETS: Night of comedy and 
music hosted by Dave Hill with 
house band Valley Lodge. $10. 8:30 
pm. Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.unionhallny.com. 

MUSIC, SEAN KERSHAW: Free. 9 
pm. Bar Chord (1008 Cortelyou Rd. 
at Coney Island Avenue in Ditmas 
Park), www.barchordnyc.com. 

ingsborough.org. 
THEATER, “MY MOTHER’S ITAL-

IAN, MY FATHER’S JEWISH & I”M 
HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS”: The 
hilarious off-Broadway hit regals 
us with stories of Chgristmases 
and Hanukkahs past, complete 
with bickering parents, motherly 
guilt trips and teenage daughter 
drama, Oy vey! $30. 3 pm. Brooklyn 
Center for the Performing Arts at 
Brooklyn College [2900 Campus 
Rd., between Amersfort Place and 
Kenilworth Place in Midwood, (718) 
951–4500], www.brooklyncenter-
online.org. 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA: Concert honoring 
the memory of Hope Reichbach, 
All proceeds will be donated to the 
Hope Reichbach Fund. $20 ($10 stu-
dents). 4 pm. Roulette [509 Atlantic 
Ave. at Third Avenue in Boerum Hill, 
(718) 855–3053], www.brooklyn-
friendsofchambermusic.org. 

MUSIC, SWEET SOUBRETTE: $10. 
7:30 pm. Jalopy [315 Columbia St. 
between Hamilton Avenue and 
Woodhull Street in Columbia Street 
Waterfront, (718) 395–3214], www.
jalopy.biz. 

OTHER
SAUSAGE FEST: Food competition 

featuring professional and aspiring 
culinary. Who will make the best of 
the wurst? $20. 2 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643–6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

COMEDY, CREAGHEAD & COM-
PANY: Comedy night with special 
guests. $7. 8 pm. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

MON, NOV. 25
UNMASKED: Larger-Than-Life Char-

acters & the Regular Joes Who 
Inhabit Them: Get a rare and unique 
glimpse at the people behind the 
performers. Featuring The Lady 
Aye, Mistress B, and more. $8. 8 
pm. Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.unionhallny.com. 

TUES, NOV. 26
MUSIC, ROBERT RANDOLPH AND 

THE FAMILY BAND: $15. 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. be-
tween N. 11th and N. 12th streets 
in Williamsburg, (718) 963–3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com. 

COMEDY, WRESTLING MANIA: The 
Best of the Worst of Pro Wrestling: 
Join Bobby Phobia, Dan St. Germ-

WHERE TO
FRIDAY
November 22

Trivia time
Geronimo! On the 
eve of  the “Doctor 
Who” 50th anniver-
sary episode , Power-
house Arena plays 
host to a trivia night 
fit for a Time Lord. 
Wear your finest 
bow tie or stripy 
scarf for the cos-
tume contest, score 
a free book, and 
commemorate the 
night for all time 
with a snapshot in 
the “Doctor Who”-
themed photo 
booth.

7 pm at Powerhouse 
Arena [37 Main St. 
between Water and 
Front streets in Dumbo, 
(718) 666–3049,  www.
doctorwhotrivia.event-
brite.com ]. $10–$15.

SATURDAY
November 23

Christmas 
twee
Because you can never 
have too many Brook-
lyn-themed T-shirts or 
items of jewelry made 
from old bicycle parts, 
check out the hand-
made wares of some 
200 makers at the Ren-
egade Craft Fair Win-
ter Market in Fort 
Greene on Nov. 23 
and 24. Stock up on 
unique stocking-
stuffers or make your 
own — there will be a 
workshop for creating 
knitted necklaces and 
embroidered gift tags.

11 am–6 pm at Skylight 
One Hanson (1 Hanson 
Pl. at Ashland Place in 
Fort Greene,  www.rene-
gadecraft.com ). Free.

SUNDAY
November 24

Cat power
Are you the next 
Claude Meow-net or 
Pablo Pi-cat-so? 
Brooklyn artists will 
compete in a live 
paint-off at Williams-
burg’s the Active 
Space on Nov. 23, 
with a focus on the 
highest form of art 
known to man: cat 
paintings. Each 
feline-themed mas-
terpiece will then be 
auctioned off, with 
all profits going to 
the Brooklyn Animal 
Resource Center. 

6 pm at the Active Space 
(566 Johnson Ave. at 
Stewart Avenue in 
Williamsburg,  www.
thetakedowns.com ). 
Free.

MONDAY
November 25

Rough and 
ready
Rough Trade is finally 
ready to rock you. 
The long-awaited Wil-
liamsburg storefront 
of the London-based 
record label is finally 
opening its doors on 
Nov. 25 with in-store 
appearance by both 
synth-popster Sky 
Ferreira at 7 pm and 
soul legend Charles 
Bradley at 8:30 pm. 
Or come in from 9 am 
so you can look 
around before the 
crowds arrive.

9 am at Rough Trade (64 
North Ninth St. between 
Kent and Wythe avenues, 
 www.roughtrade.com/
pages/nyc ).  

WEDNESDAY
November 27

Go up to 11
Rather sing “Master 
of Puppets” than 
“Don’t Stop Believ-
ing” or “My Way”? 
Don your filthiest 
black jeans, comb 
your mullet, and 
head to Heavy Metal 
Parking Lot Karaoke 
at Bar Matchless, 
where belting out a 
metal song scores 
you a free shot of 
whiskey.

10 pm at Bar Matchless 
[557 Manhattan Ave. at 
Driggs Avenue in 
Greenpoint, (718) 383–
5333,  www.barmatchless.
com ]. Free.
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Sandwiches, fresh salads, falafel, etc.

718-832-3400
(between 7th and 8th streets)

www.istanbulparkny.com 

Please bring coupon. Expires Dec. 30, 2013

First-Time 
Customer

Second-Time 
Customer

next purchase

(depends on location)

Istanbul Park is glad to serve you 
Turkish & Mediterranean food in great portions!

Do you know an
exceptional woman?

Brooklyn Woman of Distinction for 2014!
Nominate her as a

25 Women will have their important work profi led in the newspaper, and will be feted at a reception gala 
in their honor. It can be anyone who has had an impact on the borough, in any fi eld.

Name of nominee: ____________________________________________________________________
Why are you nominating them? (In 5 lines or less) ____________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
How can we reach you or your nominee for more information?
Phone:______________________________________  Email:__________________________________

Or mail this form to:
Brooklyn Woman of Distinction
CNG Newspapers, One Metrotech Center
10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201
Att: Stephanie Stellaccio                                                             FB

Email your nomination info to womanofdistinction@cnglocal.com  

Real metal jacket: Images of Armed Conflict and Its Aftermath‚  
at the Brooklyn Museum features the work of 255 photographers 
chronicling the last 166 years of combat around the globe.
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beer garden / bar / restaurant / event space

555 7th Avenue Park Slope, Brooklyn 

December/January 
Party Special

$35/Person
Open Bar & Appetizers

Contact greenwoodparkbk@gmail.com

holiday decor  family friendly 
cozy heat lamps & fi replace 

full catering menu with seasonal fare 

Voted Best Beer Garden in New York Magazine

Where are you having your 
Holiday Party?
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Business Checking with a little something extra.

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Open a Flushing Bank Free Business Checking 
account today and receive a Nexus 7 32GB tablet  
with an opening deposit of $15,000 or more.2  
Visit your local Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889, 
or go to www.FlushingBank.com for details.

Business
Checking

•  No monthly maintenance fees
•  No minimum balance required

Free

with an opening deposit of 
$15,000 or more2

Nexus 7 32GB

Plus, get up to                        when you  
open a new business checking account.1

$100

1 New account with new money only. A new business checking account is defined as any new business checking account that does not have any authorized signatures in common with any other existing Flushing Bank business checking account(s). An existing checking customer is 
defined as anyone who currently has or has had a Flushing Bank checking account within the last 24 months. New money is defined as money not currently on deposit with Flushing Bank. You must deposit a minimum of $100 to open a business checking account. You will receive 
$50 for the completion of 5 debit card purchases. And $50 for the completion of 5 online banking bill-payments via Flushing Bank’s Online Banking portal. Each debit card purchase and each online bill-payment must be $25 or more and must be completed prior to 60 days after the 
account is opened. The compensation will be credited to the checking account on or about 75 days after the account is opened. The offer is subject to change and early termination without prior notice at any time. A 1099 will be issued in the amount credited to your account. Other 
fees and restrictions may apply. Speak with a branch representative for more information.  2 New account with new money only. For purposes of the promotion, a new business checking customer is defined as any new business checking account that does not have any authorized 
signatures in common with any other existing Flushing Bank checking account(s). You must deposit a minimum of $100 to open this account. No minimum balance is required to avoid a monthly maintenance fee. New Free Business Checking account customers will receive a Google 
Nexus 7 32GB wifi tablet for an opening balance of $15,000 or more. Valid business documentation must be provided at the time of account opening. The cost of the promotional item of $285 (including sales tax and delivery charge) will be reported as interest income in the form 
of a 1099. The new account must remain open, active and in good standing for six months. If the account is closed prior to six months, the cost of the promotional item will be deducted from the balance. Flushing Bank reserves the right to make promotional item substitutions of 
comparable value and assumes no liability for any defects in, or direct or consequential damages relating to promotional items. The warranty is the sole responsibility of the manufacturer. Google, Android, and Nexus are trademarks of Google Inc. Google is not affiliated with, or sponsor 
of, this promotion. Other fees and restrictions may apply. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more information about minimum balance requirements and certain fees that may apply to the business checking account. The promotion and offers are subject to change and 
termination without prior notice at any time. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more information. From Forbes.com March 18, 2013. © 2013 Forbes.com LLC. All rights reserved. 
Used by permission and protected by the Copyright Laws of the United States. The printing, copying, redistribution, or retransmission of this Content without express written permission is prohibited.

Clear Healthy Skin
  isn’t it time you call?
Medical Services we accept:
GHI, HIP, 1199, AETNA, CIGNA, UNITED, OXFORD, 
HORIZON, HEALTHNET, MEDICARE, BLUE CROSS, 
MAGNACARE, AMERICHOICE, ELDERPLAN

Cosmetic Services  Botox, Restylane, 
Juvederm, Radiesse, Sculptra, Laser Hair Removal, 
Laser Tattoo Removal, Laser Vein Removal, Torn 
Earlobe Repair, Keloid Surgery…

Coolsculpting  Trim Fat, No Needles, No Downtime

254 Prospect Park West, Park Slope
136 West 17th Street, NYC

Javier Zelaya, MD
Verna Broughton, PA 718.832.3313

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

T
here will be several little 
silhouetteos of a man at 
Saint Vitus on Dec. 1.

A super-fan is organizing a 
Queen tribute show in honor of 
World AIDS Day, which will 
feature performances by hard 
rock legends and musicians 
from all over Brooklyn.

“This is about bringing 
people together who love this 
music and want to do some-
thing for a good cause,” said 
show organizer and performer 
Linda Leseman. “It is to honor 
Queen’s music and the mem-
ory of Freddie Mercury.”

The show will feature 
bands doing full sets, as well 
as musicians who will per-
form just a few songs. Note-
worthy bands on the bill in-
clude Blue Coupe, Guillotine 
Riot, and Chaos and Lace.

“I remember freaking out 
in my living room when I 
was about five to some Queen 
music, so the chance to freak 

out to Queen in front of other 
people seems natural,” said 
Alison Clancy, frontwoman 
of Brooklyn-based dream 
thrash band HUFF THIS!.

HUFF THIS! is planning 
to cover “Get Down Make 
Love” from the classic 1977 
album “News of the World.” 
Clancy said she chose that 
one because it is a lesser-
known song.

“There is a lot of room for 
interpretation,” said Clancy. “I 
do not like to cover the hits so 
much, because everyone has 
expectations of how they want 
those to be delivered.”

The show will feature 
some big heavy metal names. 
Blue Coupe, which includes 
Albert and Joe Bouchard of 
Blue Oyster Cult and Dennis 
Dunaway of Alice Cooper, 
will play a set. Guitarist Nick 
Didkovsky will join them for 
a few songs, and has had his 
guitar altered so that he can 
better replicate Queen guitar-
ist Brian May’s sound on the 
songs “Stone Cold Crazy,” 

“Killer Queen” and “Sons 
and Daughters.”  

“I’ve been dissecting the 
music, listening to two or 
three seconds of it at a time,” 
said Didkovsky. “It is study-
ing a master, like an artist 
studying Michelangelo.” 

All of the proceeds from 
the show will go to the Inter-
national AIDS Vaccine Ini-
tiative. Leseman is also col-
lecting items to raffle off, 
and all of the raffle money 
will also go to IAVI.

“It’s a charity that’s very 
relevant to Queen’s history,” 
said Leseman of the disease 
that killed singer Freddie 
Mercury in 1991.

Leseman hinted that other 
surprise guests who are big  
in heavy metal will show up 
on the night, but she declined 
to say who. 

Epic Queen Tribute Show 
at Saint Vitus (1120 Manhat-
tan Ave., between Clay and 
Box streets in Greenpoint, 
 www.saintvitusbar.com ), 
Dec. 1 at 8 pm, $10.

By Colin Mixson
The Brooklyn Paper

Y
ou might think a Pulitzer Prize-
winning photographer would 
have no trouble finding a gal-

lery to host her art. But when for-
mer New York Times staffer Nancy 
Siesel realized that there wasn’t a 
trendy art space in DUMBO will-
ing to provide a venue for her lat-
est subject — the dead — she found 
her pictures another, better home: a 
funeral home.

“I didn’t set out to have it at a fu-
neral home,” said Siesel. “But in ret-
rospect, it’s more appropriate.”

In 2005, Siesel concluded a suc-
cessful 13-year run as a staff pho-
tographer with the Times — during 
which time she a won a Pulitzer cov-
ering the terrorist attacks on Sept. 11. 
The move has allowed her to focus 
on more artistic photographic en-
deavors, such as her upcoming show, 
“Last Rites.” Through the frame of 
her lens, it explores the similarities 
different cultures share in how they 
treat their dead.

“I was fascinated about the sim-

ilarities in Jewish and Islamic ritu-
als surrounding death,” said Siesel. 
“In terms of Judaism and Islam, peo-
ple are always talking and fighting 
over the differences, but I thought 
it would be great to simply illustrate 
what they had in common.”

The project was funded by a grant 
from the Brooklyn Arts Council, 
which withholds a portion of the 
funds until the artist can find venue 
to exhibit their work.

Siesel, a 17-year resident of Park 
slope, scoured Brooklyn for a gal-

lery to host her show, but none of 
the art spaces were willing to take 
a walk-in off the streets — even one 
with a Pulitzer in her hands.

As it turns out, it helps to know 
a few people in the art scene in or-
der to organize a show. And while a 
long and fruitful career with a ma-
jor newspaper has its perks, making 
contacts in the gallery world isn’t 
necessarily one of them.

“I come from a photojournalist 
background,” said Siesel. “You don’t 
apply for a lot of grants working 13 
years for the Times.”

Fortunately, Siesel got talking with 
a funeral director at an “event” she 
was covering for the project, and soon 
she was smitten by the suitability 
of the Sealy Cuyler Funeral Home 
in Prospect Heights as a venue for 
her pictures.

“I hit on this idea of having it in 
a funeral home,” said Siesel, “and I 
haven’t looked back.”

“Last Rites” at the Sealy Cuyler 
Funeral Home [1084 Pacific St. be-
tween Classon and Franklin avenues 
in Prospect Heights, (718) 230–3812] 
Opens Nov. 22 at 6 pm. Free.

Photographer’s fi nal destination
Slope artist fi nds appropriate venue for show about death

Act of faith: In her show “Last Rites,” photographer Nancy Siesel 
explores how different religions share similar death and mourn-
ing rituals.
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Killer Queens
Tribute show to rock G’Point

Bohemian Rhapsody: Musician and dancer Alison 
Clancy, frontwoman of the band HUFF THIS!, poses 
with her mannequin friend. She is one of several 
Brooklyn musicians who will perform in a Queen 
tribute on World AIDS Day.
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THANKSGIVING 
November 28, 2013

Exquisite Three-Course Prix Fixe Dinner
$37.95 Per Person   ($18.95 per child under 12)

Insalata Organica
Organic Greens, Vinaigrette Dressing

Insalata di Pere
Mix greens, Pears, Walnuts, Gorgonzola 

cheese and Pomegranate dressing

Zuppa di Stracciatella
A variety home-style mixed vegetables & beans

Mozzarella Caprese
Mozzarella, roasted peppers, & tomato

Penne al Pomodoro e Basilico
Penne with fresh tomato & basil 

Cavatelli con Ragù di Costatine  
di Manzo

Homemade Cavatelli with Short Rib Ragù

Gnocchi di Zucca
Homemade gnocchi filled with ricotta, 

pumpkin & Parmigiano cheese

Zuppa di Zucca
Cream of Pumpkin Soup with basil, parsley 

& Parmigiano reggiano

Cocktail di Gamberi
Chilled shrimp cocktail ... Additional $6.95

Tacchino Tradizionale
Traditional roasted turkey with sweet po-

tato, cranberry sauce, chestnut stuffing  
& giblet gravy

Salmone alla Griglia
Grilled salmon topped with fresh herb & 

finished with lemon sauce

Vitello Piccata
Veal Piccata with artichokes ...  

Additional $6.95

Petto di Pollo
French Cut Breast of Chicken with pear & 

walnuts in gorgonzola sauce

Filetto di Sogliola alla Pernod
Filet of Sole topped with fennel in a  

pernod sauce

Hanger Steak
Sliced Hanger Steak with wild mushrooms in 

port wine sauce ... Additional $6.00

Strudel Di Mele
Apple strudel served with ice cream

Torta di Noci
Walnut cranberry cake in a Godiva chocolate sauce

Classic Italian Cheesecake
Tortino di Zucca Candida

Pumpkin Pie with whipped cream & nutmeg in 
espresso sauce

CHOICE OF APPETIZER

CHOICE OF DESSERT (Coffee & Tea with Dessert)

CHOICE OF ENTRÉE
All Entreés are served with chef’s choice of vegetable & potatoes

Espresso  ... Additional $1.50

345 Court Street (at Union Street)
For reservations (718) 852-5015
Website: MarcoPoloRistorante.com
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FREE POPCORN! WITH THIS AD

188 Prospect Park West  Brooklyn, NY 11215

12 YEARS A SLAVE (R)  THE BEST MAN HOLIDAY (R) 
ENDER’S GAME (PG13) FREE BIRDS (PG)

LAST VEGAS (PG13)  THOR: THE DARK WORLD (PG13)

HUNGER GAMES: CATCHING FIRE (PG13)
11:30a, 1p, 1:30p, 2:30p, 4p, 4:45p, 5:45p, 7p, 8p, 9p, 9:25p

DELIVERY MAN (PG13)
1p, 3:15p, 5:30p, 7:40p, 9:45p

Check www.paviliontheater.com for showtimes 
or call 718-369-0838

RERUN GASTROPUB
THEATER

RERUNTHEATER.COM
WWW.

BAR SCRAWL By Bill Roundy

Lock Yard [9221 Fifth Avenue, between 92nd and 94th streets in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 333–5282,  www.lockyard.com ]. Open daily, 11:30 am–2 am.

By Jaime Lutz
The Brooklyn Paper

I
t’s the week before Thanks-
giving — time to think 
about Christmas!
The Danish Seamen’s 

Church Christmas Fair 
will take place Nov. 23–24 
this year, but it isn’t a case 
of the dreaded Christmas 
creep. The fair is a Brook-
lyn Heights tradition — it 
has been taking place annu-
ally for more than 25 years, 
according pastor Julie Sløk, 
and is usually held the week-
end before Thanksgiving to 
accommodate Danish New 
Yorkers who want to travel 
back to Denmark for the hol-
idays.

But celebrating Christmas 
early is not unusual for the 

Danish — in fact, most fes-
tivities for the holiday in Den-
mark take place on Christ-
mas Eve. 

“For children, it’s the lon-

gest day of the year,” Sløk said 
of Christmas Eve. First, she 
said, children go to church, 
followed by a dinner of roast 
pork or duck. 

“Then, the family holds 
hands and dances around the 
Christmas tree, usually sing-
ing a few hymns and some 
silly songs for children,” Sløk 
said. “Everyone does this — 
all families, every year.”

Only then can children 
open presents, as the adults 
eat marzipan and nougat and 
drink coffee and spirits. 

The goods at this year’s 
fair are donated from Dan-
ish companies like Bodum (the 
maker of French presses) and 
Dansko (which makes clogs 
and other shoes), with all 
proceeds going to the Dan-
ish Seamen’s Church on Wil-

Danish delights
Taste of Denmark in Heights

low Street. Browsers can also 
buy traditional Danish Christ-
mas foods like æbleskiver (a 
type of pancake) and gløgg 
(mulled wine).

Expect to meet plenty of 
Danish people, too — accord-
ing to Sløk, there are between 

8,000 and 10,000 living in 
the tri-state area.

“We think it’s big, be-
cause there is only five mil-
lion people in Denmark,” 
she said — fewer people than 
the population of New York 
City alone.

Christmas Fair at Dan-
ish Seamen’s Church [102 
Willow St. at Clark Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (347) 
633–1176,  www.dskny.58.
kw01.net ]. Nov. 23 at 11 
am–5 pm; Nov. 24 at 11 
am–3 pm.

I heart Christmas: Say 
“God Jul”‚ — or “Merry 
Christmas” — before 
you have said “Happy 
Thanksgiving” at the 
Danish Seamen’s Church 
on Nov. 23 – 24.

Call 718-260-4501
digitalsolutions@cnglocal.com

IS YOUR BUSINESS
EASILY FOUND ON 

THE INTERNET?

Your customers and
your competitors are online

Also offers a full suite of digital marketing

   Search Engine Optimization 
        Website Development
        Social Media Marketing
        Google AdWords Campaigns

ian, and Mike Pace as they 
watch and lampoon the 
best of the worst of ’80s 
and ’90s pro wrestling. $6. 
8 pm. Union Hall [702 Union 
St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

MUSIC, MANITOBA MUSIC 
NYC SHOWCASE: Featur-
ing Les Jupes, Boats, Lost 
Weekend, and Indicator 
Indicator. $5. 8 pm. Rock 
Shop [249 Fourth Ave. 
between Carroll and Presi-
dent streets in Park Slope, 
(718) 230–5740], www.
therockshopny.com. 

WED, NOV. 27
BALLROOM DANCE 

CLASSES: For beginners 
of all ages. Free. 6–9 pm. 
FIAO Beacon Community 
Center at IS 96 [99 Avenue 
P. between W. 11th and 
W.12th streets in Benson-
hurst, (718) 232–2266]. 

COMEDY, FORTY-FIVE CAN-
DLES: Joe Garden hosts 
a night of fi ction based 
on characters from John 
Hughes fi lms. $7. 8 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

THURS, NOV. 28
TURKEY TROT 5-MILER: 

Burn off the calories before 
the stuffi ng and turkey hit 
the hips. Medals go to all 
registered fi nishers. $40. 9 
am. Prospect Park Audu-
bon Center (Lincoln Road 
entrance in Prospect Lef-
ferts Gardens), pptc.org/
the-2013-pptc-turkey-trot-

presented-by-jackrabbit-
sports. 

FRI, NOV. 29
THEATER, “MIRACLE ON 

34TH STREET”: The Nar-
rows Community Theater 
performs the holiday clas-
sic in a musical. $10–$20. 8 
pm. Shore Hill Community 
Center (9000 Shore Rd. at 
91st Street in Bay Ridge). 

MUSIC, DEAN WAREHAM, 
PAPERCUTS: $20 ($17 in 
advance). 9 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com.

KARAOKE KILLED THE CAT: 
A karaoke dance party for 
people who never thought 
they’d like karaoke. Free. 
Midnight. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue 
in Park Slope, (718) 638–
4400], karaokekilledthecat.
com. 

SAT, NOV. 30

OUTDOORS AND TOURS
HUNT FOR WILD CHICK-

WEED: Led by naturalist/
author “Wildman” Steve 
Brill. RSVP required at least 
24 hours in advance. $20 
($10 children) suggested 
donation. 11:45 am. Grand 
Army Plaza (Union Street 
between Flatbush Avenue 
and Prospect Park West in 
Park Slope). 

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, BIG EYED BLUES 

FESTIVAL: Featuring inter-
national blues performers 
from the New York City re-
gion. $35 ($30 in advance). 
3–11:30 pm. The Commons 
Brooklyn [388 Atlantic Ave. 
between Bond and Hoyt 
streets in Boerum Hill, (718) 
919–0697], www.bigeyed-

blues.com. 
MUSIC, NORTH OF 

NASHVILLE, MORGAN 
O’KANE, NATHAN XAN-
DER: $10. 9 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

OTHER
“THE RED BALLOON” 

“WHITE MAN”: Both fl icks 
were directed by Albert 
Lamorisse. $7 ($9 adults). 
11 am. BAM Kids [30 Lafay-
ette Ave. at Ashland Place 
in Fort Greene, (718) 636–
4129], www.bam.org. 

COMEDY, GREG PROOPS IS 
THE SMARTEST MAN IN 
THE WORLD: The come-
dian takes center stage. 
$15. 7 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

GRAND OPENING: The 
studio will open with a 
fundraiser honoring Jay 
Michaels, president of 
Genesis Repertory. 8 pm. 
M Center for Arts & Well-
ness [508 83rd St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Bay Ridge, (347) 
492–0534], www.genesis-
repertory.org/the-m-cen-
ter-of-brooklyn. 

THE RUB: This long-standing 
dance party bases itself 
on good dance music, af-
fordable drinks, and real 
people (no dress code, 
no bottle service, and no 
celebrity DJs). $10 before 
midnight, $15 after. 10 pm. 
Bell House [149 Seventh 
St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643–6510], 
www.itstherub.com. 

9 DAYS...
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Holiday Gift Cards Available!

297 7th Ave., Brooklyn (between 7th & 8th Streets) 

718-369-8938 
Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m.–9:30 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m.–8:30 p.m.

Manicure & Pedicure 
$26.00

OPI, Essie CND Gels

BUSINESS, BROOKLYN STYLE

Hospital Presidents and Policy Leaders
Discuss Brooklyn’s Healthcare Crisis

Leading Brooklyn hospital administrators 
and policy leaders discussed visions for improv-
ing delivery of health care in Brooklyn on Tues-
day evening, Nov. 19, at Transforming Health 
Care in Brooklyn, a Town Hall Meeting at Brook-
lyn Law School. The panelists discussed whether 
more hospital closures are needed and how they 
will affect borough residents; how the Affordable 
Care Act (Obamacare) funding will hurt Brook-
lyn’s hospitals; and what kinds of health care in-
stitutions will emerge to meet the needs of New 
York’s most populous borough. 

From left to right:  Moderator Michael Ca-
hill, Vice Dean and Professor of Law, Brooklyn 
Law School with  panelists Miriam T. Vincent, 

MD, PhD, JD, Professor and Chair, Department 
of Family Medicine at SUNY Downstate Univer-
sity Hospital; Salvatore J. Russo, Senior Vice 
President & General Counsel, New York City 
Health & Hospitals Corporation, and Adjunct 
Professor of Law, Brooklyn Law School; Wendy 
Z. Goldstein, President and CEO, Lutheran 
HealthCare System; Karen S. Heller, Executive 
Vice President, Greater New York Hospital Asso-
ciation; and Richard B. Becker, MD, President 
and CEO, The Brooklyn Hospital Center.   The 
event was sponsored by The Brooklyn Hospital 
Center and its Young Leadership Council; Lu-
theran HealthCare; and Brooklyn Law School’s 
Center for Health Science and Public Policy.
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Confused by so many Medicare choices?

October 15 – December 7 is your chance to enroll in or switch your Medicare 
plan for 2014. Don’t miss out! Come to one of our free Medicare Seminars. We’ll answer 
all of your questions and tell you what you need to do to take advantage of this time period.

East New York Teen Clinic Shore Road LMC Community Room Kings County Hospital

2094 Pitkin Avenue 
2nd Floor

December 3 
10:00AM – 12:00PM

9000 Shore Road
West Building 
December 3 

10:00AM – 12:00PM

451 Clarkson Avenue 
T Building Mezzanine

November 22 
9:00AM – 3:00PM

Coney Island Hospital Bellevue Hospital Center Gouverneur Hospital

2601 Ocean Parkway 
Training 7 Development Rm., 10th Floor

November 22 
9:00AM – 11:30AM

462 1st Avenue
November 25 

9:00AM – 5:00PM

227 Madison Street 
Dental Conference Room 3-110
November 25, December 2 

9:30AM – 12:30PM

This information is available for free in other languages. Please contact our customer service number at 1.866.986.0356 and TTY number 
at 711 Monday – Saturday, 8AM – 8PM. Esta información está disponible gratuitamente en otros idiomas. Por favor contacte a nuestro 
Servicio de Atención al Cliente al 1.866.986.0356 o a nuestro número TTY para personas con problemas auditivos 711. Lunes a viernes 
8AM – 8PM. MetroPlus is a Health Plan with a Medicare contract. This event will include sales presentations about all MetroPlus Medicare 
Advantage Plans. A sales representative will be present with information and applications. For accommodation of persons with special 
needs at sales meetings, call 1.866.986.0356 and TTY number at 711, Monday – Saturday, 8AM – 8PM. H0423_MKT1201 File&Use 09022013

For additional locations 
near you, please call:

1 . 8 6 6 . 9 8 6 . 0 3 5 6
TTY Users: 711 • Hours of Operation: Mon. – Sat., 8am – 8pm

Relax. You have MetroPlus.

2 blocks from B. Bridge Park Pier 6 Playgrnd 
2 floors Restaurant and Play Space 
81 Atlantic Ave (@Hicks)  718-923-9710  
Mon-Wed 10am—6:30pm,  
Thurs-Sun 10am — 8:30pm  
Www.themoxiespot.com 

THE 

SPOT 

Come Together  
with Family & Friends 

Singalongs $5/child, Otherwise 2nd Floor Play Fee $2.50/child 
$5 max Play fees per family, $2.50 play fee waived with each $15 food purchase 

 Thursdays are FUN!  
Concert & Balloon Twisting 4-6p, $15/family suggstd 

Family Disco Movie Night, Bingo Night! 

NIGHT 

Wii Night 

Singalongs DAY Storytimes Dance Around 

“Best Restaurant Play Room”- TimeOut 
NY Kids! 

Live Music Every Saturday Night! 9:30PM - 2AM 

ACOUSTIC OPEN MIC NIGHT 
Beer - Wine - Drink Specials - Kitchen open until 1am - 

at The Moxie Spot Restaurant 
www.facebook.com/shindigbrooklyn 

PARENTKIDS • SCHOOL • STYLE • TEENS • CAMPS • MUSIC

Round two of the mid-
dle school process is 
doing my head in. 

I once thought that it was 
good that we weigh and judge 
our 10-year-old children and 
make them stand before many 
tribunals to determine their 
worth.

Well, time and circum-
stances and the child up for 
judgement has changed my 
thinking. I am tired of hear-
ing administrators say in front 
of my wide-eyed little one 
that thousands will apply 
for a mere couple hundred 
spots. I am tired of hearing, 
“We’re the best…” when 
the underlying language is, 
“And you might not be good 
enough.”

Maybe I’m just a softie 
for my sensitive baby, but it’s 
not just that. In the two years 
since my older one applied, 
the competition for the top 
public middle schools in Dis-

trict 15 has grown fierce, and 
the Department of Education 
has begun to place children 
from the top grammar schools 
into schools that hadn’t been 
on the radar just a short time 
ago. Yes, that’s right. Park 
Slope kids can’t all get into 
the three schools we’ve been 
told by older parents we can 
know and trust. And lotter-
ies for charters, are, as we 
know, totally random.

Of course, that’s scary. To 
go from a small neighborhood 
school that you’ve helped 
build book-by-book, bake-
sale-by-bake-sale, where 
parents gather out front to 
schmooze, to a school full 
of strange kids and strange 
parents, that no moms you 
know can tell you anything 
about? The unknown is, of 
course, unknown.

It was easy to defend the 
city and the necessity of plac-
ing kids in scrappy unproven 

schools after my older son 
got his top pick, but facing 
the abyss again in this new 
era now makes me extremely 
nervous, and it makes me feel 
horrible on about a million 
levels. 

All schools should be 
great, right? All kids should 
get access to the same op-
portunities to shine both ac-
ademically and personally, 
correct? But we know there 
are schools that have been 
buttressed over the years by 
powerful Parent-Teacher As-
sociations, and we know there 
are schools that have not; we 

know there are schools whose 
programs have been shaped 
by demanding parents with 
cash and cache, and schools 
that have only the city to 
assist, and have been hard-
pressed and under-staffed to 
deal with struggling students 
and parents too busy work-
ing and trying to keep afloat 
to volunteer, who don’t have 
cash to spare.

I drive to Bedford-Stuyve-
sant every week to tutor kids 
from a school where every-
one qualifies for school 
lunch, and I am struck by 
how many neighborhoods I 

pass through, how many lit-
tle areas there are that make 
up mini-communities. They 
are divided into larger dis-
tricts for school zoning pur-
poses, but we all know that 
New York “neighborhoods” 
are minute. If you walk three 
blocks sometimes, it is for-
eign terrain. 

So, what does that have to 
do with middle school? Seem-
ingly everything. It occurs to 
me that the comfort level of 
children with their peers in 
the pre-pubescent years is, in 
fact, crucial. Familiar friendly 
faces, ones you’ve shared ex-
periences with, can go a long 
way toward making you feel 
comfortable. But we mix it up 
here, so the rising tides can 
raise all the ships. And maybe 
that’s for the best. But maybe 
it is not. Maybe it rarely hap-
pens that way. And so maybe 
we need to cut the crap and 
put kids into neighborhood 

schools they can count on 
without having to put them 
and ourselves through a col-
lege-like hell right when their 
little hormones are beginning 
to rage. Maybe then, we take 
the models of some of the bet-
ter schools and offer it up to 
help all the communities learn 
how to build up their own 
schools, and make sure they 
get the funds to do it.

Maybe that model would 
work, because this does not 
anymore, at least not for me. 
The application process with 
all its tour visits is a waste 
of time and resources that 
could be better spent help-
ing schools get better. Some-
thing’s gotta give. Maybe I’ll 
say that to Mayor DeBlasio 
when next I see him at my 
corner diner. Maybe I’ll get 
my son to say it with those 
wide-waiting eyes that say, 
“please let me go to school 
with some of my friends.”

The middle school admission blues
Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

it continue to flood with a mixture of toilet water, gas-
oline, and coal tar during hard rains.

One tank will hold four-million gallons of the stuff 
and the other eight, though the environmental agency 
has not said which will go where. The second tank is 
slated for a canal-side, city-owned lot on Fifth Street at 
Second Avenue that is used to store road salt and by the 
Gowanus Conservancy to compost and garden.

The city is on the hook for a large chunk of the fed-
erally-mandated, $506-million clean-up and has fought 
the Superfund designation every step of the way, say-
ing that the plan, and especially the tanks,  are unnec-
essary and too expensive .

Park partisans have  vowed to oppose  the placement 
of the tanks in their playground, unsatisfied by the feds’ 
promise to provide a temporary replacement rec area 
during the years-long construction process. 

The pool’s future is threatened on another front be-
cause it sits directly above a plot of contaminated land 
where the former Fulton Manufactured Gas Plant op-
erated from 1879 to 1929. The state may require energy 
giant National Grid to clean up the polluted land, which 
could also require major backhoe action.

Nor is this the first time residents have circled the wag-
ons around Double-D. Back in 2010, the city planned to 
close the pool due to budget cuts, but opposition from 
residents and politicians, including Borough President 
Markowitz, kept it open.

lyn’s backyard say they have some ideas about what to 
do with the extra bundle.

At least some of the money will go towards sprucing 
up the entrance road and maintaining the surrounding 
areas, a Prospect Park Alliance spokesman said.

The long-awaited pond project will take up an area 
the size of 20 football fields and will boast indoor and 
outdoor ice skating in the winter, roller skating in the 
summer, a huge water fountain, and year-round edu-
cational programs. The only work left to do before the 
grand opening is additional planting and landscaping, 
according to the alliance.

Samuel LeFrak grew up in Brooklyn the grandson of 
a real estate developer and attended Erasmus Hall High 
School in Flatbush. His family’s company made its for-
tune building middle- and working-class housing en 
masse, erecting some 200,000 houses and apartments 
in the New York metro area over the course of the 20th 
century. Today, his son Richard LeFrak heads the fam-
ily real estate company, the LeFrak Organization, which 
owns 2,500 apartments in Brooklyn alone, according to 
a family spokesman, and has money in oil and gas, ac-
cording to the company’s website.

“We are incredibly grateful for the generous donation 
by the entire LeFrak family,” said Prospect Park Alliance 
president Emily Lloyd. “The LeFrak family’s deep roots in 
Brooklyn itself make this gift particularly fitting.”

The LeFraks’ names are already stamped on a the-
ater at Queens College, a nearby meadow in Queens, 
and a 4,600-unit development in Queens called LeFrak 
City, famously home to street rap pioneers Kool G Rap, 
Prodigy of Mobb Deep, and Noreaga.

all day.
Police helicopters spot-

ted the dolphin shortly after 
reports of its upriver swim 
came in around 11 am. 

It passed beneath a boom 

near the Cropsey Avenue 
bridge and, when the tide 
retreated, there was less than 
two feet of water beneath the 
barrier, so it could not swim 
back out, cops said.

Police cut the boom to 

Continued from page 1

DOLPHIN... clear the way, but the aquatic 
animal kept swimming in 
circles at the waterway’s 
stagnant end. 

Officers lined the putrid 
channel known locally as Per-
fume Bay, corralling spec-
tators and talking to experts 
who said the best thing to do 
was to watch and wait until 
the 6:30 pm high tide.

But at 7 pm, the people-
control-turned-animal-con-
trol department said that it 
was no longer monitoring 
the marine mammal, nor was 
any other city agency. The 
next morning, police said 
that the dolphin was gone, 
but that they did not know 
where it went or when. 

A second dolphin washed 

ashore at Point Lookout in 
Long Island’s Nassau County 
last Friday morning, mean-
ing there may be some sort 
of marine mammal malady 
going around.

The People’s Playground 
has become a dolphins’ 
graveyard in the past, with 
cetacean carcasses washing 
up on the popular beach  in 

February  and  July  of this 
year.

Dolphins have also made 
wrong turns into other fa-
mously polluted marine pas-
sages in the borough, with 
one  dying in the Gowanus 
Canal in January , and an-
other making its way up the 
 Newtown Creek in 2010 . Police were on the scene to explain the situation.
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Continued from page 1

RINK...

Continued from page 1

GOWANUS...

Call: 230-5255
763 President St. (bet. 6th & 7th Aves.)

A fully licensed and certified preschool
 2-4 year old programs
 Licensed teachers
 Optimal educational equipment
 Exclusive outdoor facilities
 Indoor Gym facilities

  2, 3, 4 or 5 mornings, 
afternoons or full days

 Spacious Classrooms
 Enriched Curriculum
 Caring, loving environment

DAY SCHOOL, INC.
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IN PRINT
Pick up The Brooklyn 
Paper every Friday 
across Greenpoint, 
Williamsburg, 
Downtown and 
Brownstone Brooklyn. 
Each print edition 
delivers news, arts, 
and entertainment, 
plus our original 
columnists, 
cartoonists and 
the world’s best 
Cyclones coverage in a 
convenient package. It’s one-stop shopping with 
excitement on every page.

ON THE WEB
No one else — no blog, no website, no “news 
aggregator” — covers our neighborhoods with 
the intensity of BrooklynPaper.com. The award-
winning site is 
updated several 
times every 
day, offering 
fresh news, arts 
and features 
— faster, better 
and deeper than 
any other online 
publication. Visit 
it several times a 
day — to stay on top of the greatest city in the 
world: Brooklyn.

TWO WAYS TO LOVE

Your Neighborhood  — Your News®
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SERVING BROWNSTONE BROOKLYN, WILLIAMSBURG & BAY RIDGE

NOW OPEN IN COBBLE HILL

266 COURT ST. (Between Kane & DeGraw) (347) 799-2902

Call ahead or order online at www.FiveGuys.com

By Kate Briquelet

The Brooklyn Paper

The city is planning a major over-

haul of the base of Atlantic Avenue 

— where pedestrians have been play-

ing a game of “Frogger” since Brook-

lyn Bridge Park’s Pier 6 opened last 

year — and it looks like the pedestri-

ans have won.

The Department of Transportation’s 

plan — to be built out later this sum-

mer — will dedicate much less road-

way to cars and much more space to 

pedestrians and bicyclists.

At Atlantic Avenue and Furman 

Street, the eastbound and westbound 

lanes will be reduced from 40 feet wide 

to 20 feet. Two northbound lanes on 

Columbia Street, about 15 feet each, 

will be shaved down to 12 feet to make 

room for foot traffic.

Here’s a breakdown:

sidewalk and two-way bike path at Co-

lumbia Street, between Atlantic Ave-

nue and the BQE entrance. Barriers 

will separate car lanes and the bikeway, 

which will replace one lane of south-

By Daniel Bush

The Brooklyn Paper

The majority of Catholic 

churchgoers in Brooklyn we 

spoke to disagree with Bishop 

Nicholas DiMarzio’s  edict to ban 

politicians who voted for same-

cial appearances at church events  

and to decline donations from any 

politician who approves of gay 

marriage.
The borough’s top Catho-

lic grabbed headlines last week 

when he made the proclamation 

following the state legislature’s 

couples to marry.

But not all members of his flock 

agree with the bishop stance that 

the law is a “nail in the coffin” of 

traditional marriage that would 

destroy “the single most important 

institution in human history.”

“I take what I need from my 

religion and ignore what I don’t 

agree with,” said Carroll Gardens 

resident Amy Cacciola, who at-

tends mass at Sacred Hearts & 

St. Stephen Church on Summit 

Street at Carroll Street. “He’s a 

bit out of touch.”

Other critics said DiMarzio 

should not have thrust the church 

into the center of a debate that en-

gulfed lawmakers — and capti-

vated the public — for much of 

last month.

Faithful, bishop, at odds over same-sex marriage

Here’s what parishioners from across Brooklyn had to say about Bishop Nicholas 

DiMarzio’s decision to ban state officials who voted for same-sex marriage from 

participating in church and school functions:

“I completely 

disagree [with the 

bishop]. Relation-

ships should be 

based on love — 

don’t mix religion 

and politics.”
Kim Belk, 

Williamsburg 

“I’m proud of the 

bishop. [His posi-

tion] is perfect.”

Maureen Cantone, 

Carroll Gardens

“Churches don’t 

have to be in-

volved in politics. 

I don’t think that 

the church should 

be saying these 

things.”
Humberto Chavez, 

Sunset Park

“Everybody 

should be able to 

get married, no 

matter who it is.”

Richard Martinez, 

Dyker Heights

“I don’t think that the [bishop] 

should be saying these things,” 

said Humberto Chavez, a mem-

ber of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

in Sunset Park. “I don’t think the 

church should be involved in pol-

itics.”
DiMarzio announced his 

edict two days after Gov. An-

drew Cuomo signed the bill le-

advised parishes and schools to 

refuse any awards or honors from 

state officials who supported the 

measure, and barred them from 

appearing at special events such 

as graduations, though not from 

attending religious services.

Shortly after his proclamation 

was released, Our Lady of Mt. 

Carmel’s parish school in Wil-

liamsburg returned a $50 schol-

arship check from Assemblyman 

Joe Lentol (D–Williamsburg), a 

gay nups supporter.

The controversial position also 

sparked an outcry from marriage 

equality advocates, many of whom 

are  planning a celebration at Bor-

A planned revamp for the base of Atlantic Avenue will help prevent 

the “Frogger” style escape people face when they leave Pier 6.

Panel approves more pedestrian-friendly entrance to park

bound traffic on Columbia Street. 

of Atlantic Avenue across from Fur-

man Street will be replaced with a pe-

destrian plaza giving parkgoers stuck 

walking along the Pier 7 fence more 

room to navigate.

at Atlantic Ave and the park entrance 

and a pedestrian island will be built in 

the middle of Atlantic Avenue, between 

Columbia and Furman streets.

will be built on the north side of Atlan-

tic Avenue at the BQE on-ramp. 

The B63 bus will also no longer make 

a U-turn at the base of Atlantic Ave-

nue and instead be rerouted onto park 

roadways, city officials said. 

Since the southern leg of Brooklyn 

By Daniel Bush

The Brooklyn Paper

Get ready for a tidal wave of traffic 

on Pacific Street.

A city plan to  reroute Fourth Avenue 

traffic down Pacific  between Fourth and 

Flatbush avenues goes into effect later 

this month and the change, intended 

to unclog the triangle where Flatbush, 

Fourth and Atlantic avenues meet across 

from developer Forest City Ratner’s 

$1-billion Barclays Center, has some 

residents fearing a never-ending traf-

fic jam on small blocks nearby.

Under the  permanent change , which 

has been pushed back from July 15 to on 

or around July 29, cars headed Down-

town on Fourth Avenue will no longer 

be able to get directly to Flatbush Ave-

nue. Instead, cars headed toward cen-

tral Brooklyn can turn right onto Pacific 

Street, which will change from a one-way 

westbound to eastbound between Fourth 

and Flatbush avenues. Once down Pacific, 

cars can continue onto Flatbush.

For cars headed toward the Manhat-

Kate Briquelet

The Brooklyn Paper

Sayonara, thieves!

A local karate master is so 

fed up with muggings in Fort 

Greene Park that she’s teaching 

women to strike and snap-kick 

any attacker who comes their way 

—with martial arts classes held 

in the greenspace itself.

“Enough is enough!” said 

Beverly Bradley, a 42-year-old 

Bedford-Stuyvesant black belt 

who started to include self-de-

fense moves in all of her body-

toning classes in March. “These 

things make me crazy. You have 

KARATE CHOP 
Sensei teaches self-defense classes 

in crime-plagued Fort Greene Park

Not even reporter Kate Briquelet (right) can match Beverly Bradley’s mugger-beating skills!

Visiting Parisienne Gentry Lane places pooch Napoleon in 

a mock guillotine in the annual Bastille Day celebration on 

Smith Street on July 10. 

In the doghouse
By Alex Rush

The Brooklyn Paper

A new ice cream parlor that just 

opened on the Coney Island Board-

walk could be the first phase of an 

Italian invasion that would trans-

form the People’s Playground’s 

honky-tonk waterfront into a ha-

ven for espresso-loving brunchers 

who controls the lease wants it. 

An Italian restaurateur opened 

Coney’s Cones, a gelato cafe, on 

Saturday, and plans to open three 

more restaurants that will give the 

summer. He is leasing the space 

from Boardwalk landlord Cen-

tral Amusement International, the 

Italian company that runs Luna 

Park and took control of the strip 

last year.
 “The Boardwalk should be a 

place where you can sit outside, re-

co-owner Michele Merlo, who 

opened the shop with business 

partner Julio Gonzalez.

The duo plans to open an Ital-

ian seafood spot called Da Ponte 

(“by bridge” in English,) a yet-to-

be named beer garden, and an inter-

national food court called Mundo 

Espresso with your hot dog?

Italian shops to reshape 

Coney Island Boardwalk

(Spanish for “world”).

The Boardwalk makeover was 

 first reported  by NY1. 

The transformation sets in mo-

tion the vision of Central Amuse-

ments CEO Valerio Ferrari who 

 told us last year  that he would 

like the Boardwalk to become 

more like an Italian piazza than 

a beachfront dive.

“Why can’t you sit down with 

your newspaper and enjoy a coffee 

and the great view of the beach?” 

said Ferrari at the time.

But the news of the incom-

ing Italian invasion is an added 

blow to the old-school Board-

walk businesses who are being 

kicked out by Central Amuse-

ment this fall to make way for 

new eateries. Nine mom-and-

pops first got the boot last year, 

but most of them battled their 

evictions in court and  settled 

with Central Amusement to 

stay on for a final summer . 

The agreement stipulates that 

they cannot protest when their 

leases end on Oct. 31.

But most still insist that they 

are getting a raw deal.

“We developed a beer garden, 

so why are they bringing some-

one else in who is doing the same 

thing?” said Carl Muraco, whose 

Beer Island bar will likely be re-

placed by Merlo and Gonzalez’s 

business. “It doesn’t make any 

sense to be kicking everyone out 

to bring in the same things.”

Gonzalez and Merlo are the 

only people so far that Central 

Amusement has hired to re-Julio Gonzalez, co-owner 

of Coney’s Cones, says that 

his shop has some of the 

best ice cream and italian 

ices in town.

See CATHOLICS  on page 11

See KARATE  on page 11

See ATLANTIC  on page 11

See PACIFIC  on page 11

See CONEY  on page 11

By Natalie O’Neill

The Brooklyn Paper

A group of cyclists is demanding 

that the city paint bike symbols on the 

car lanes in Prospect Park in the wake 

of several bicycle crashes — and park 

officials are listening.

To clear up hazy bike-and-walk-

ing path rules — which shift during 

the park’s car-free hours — cyclists 

are circulating a petition to rejigger 

street symbols to reflect how the park 

loop is most often used.

Petitioner Mark Simpson — who 

broke his elbow in a collision with a 

rogue skater — says the street has be-

ers and rollerbladers, who simply 

don’t know the “bike lane” is actu-

ally reserved for walkers 90 percent 

of the time.

“It’s not clear at all,” Simpson said. 

“You should be able to walk into the 

park and know what to do.”

At least three “serious” accidents 

have occurred in the park this year, 

one of which involved a cyclist who 

Cyclist Mark Simpson wants safer 

conditions in Prospect Park.

MEAN
Streets

The battle for Brooklyn’s byways
See BIKES  on page 11

BrooklynPaper.com (718) 260 2500 Brooklyn, NY ©2011

AWP/14 pages Vol. 34, No. 24

Your Neighborhood  — Your News®

parked right outside my 
door on most days,” she 

said. “The fact that the 
community is supporting 
these non-local vendors is 
beyond ignorant.”The Park Slope Civic 

Council and the Fifth Av-
enue Business Improve-
ment District have also 
lodged complaints with 

the Alliance. But Alliance spokesman 
Eugene Patron said that the 

food truck confab will ben-
efit the community.“There are concerns every 

time there is a big change,” said 
Patron. “But we strongly be-
lieve that having something so 
exciting happening at the park 
only increases interest in — and 

exploration of — the neighbor-
hood around it.”Pullicio hungrily dis-

agrees. 
“All the trucks do for us is 

leave a mess for the Sanitation 
Department to clean up with 
taxpayer dollars. So for them 
to swoop in out of nowhere and 
steal away our business in the 
height of our season is beyond 
infuriating.”Susan Povich, who plans to 

make her popular Red Hook 
Lobster Pound truck a regular 
at the rallies, bristles at these 
accusations.  “We are all responsible busi-

ness owners. We clean up after 
ourselves, accrue our fair share 
of expenses and between us, 

By Sarah Zornfor The Brooklyn PaperGrand Army Plaza’s food 
truck rally has become a food 
fight.

The Prospect Park Alliance’s 
decision to expand its  one-
time festival  into a monthly 
event — to be held on the 
third Sunday of every 
month until Oct. 16 — 
has inflamed many lo-
cal business owners.“This neighborhood is being 

exploited by a fad,” fumed Jan-
ice Pullicio, owner of Naidre’s 
café on Seventh Avenue near 
12th Street. “We pay rent and 
taxes in the Park Slope com-
munity. Considering the eco-
nomic hardship of the past few 
years, Prospect Park should be 

By Aaron ShortThe Brooklyn PaperSouthern Brooklyn is on the wrong 

side of the digital divide.Mayor Bloomberg announced that 

the city and AT&T would provide free 

wireless services in 20 parks, includ-

ing Prospect Park, McCarren Park, and 

Brooklyn Bridge Park. But none of those locations are south 

of 15th Street — leaving residents from 

Windsor Terrace to Sheepshead Bay 

feeling digitally duped.Bloomberg defended the program 

in a weekly radio address, saying it 

would give New Yorkers a reason to 

“get outside and enjoy our beautiful 

parks,” while also doing their work 

in them.
“And on a nice summer day, there’s 

simply no better place in the world,” 

The ‘digital divide’
Mayor’s park-Wi-Fi plan cuts off most of boro

Park Slope merchants object to new monthly truck rally

A city program to bring wireless 

Internet into the parks will only 

benefit the ultra-hip northern 

part of the borough, where Wi-Fi 

is practically everywhere already. 

said Bloomberg, who made his fortune 

building technology to help the finan-

cial industry.“We’re digitally behind — there’s 

already little bandwidth here and the 

phone service is terrible,” said Renee 

Giordano, executive director of the Sun-

set Park BID. “We need to bring free 

Wi-Fi to the commercial strip and Sun-

set Park, and bring the community up 

to par with other neighborhoods.”
A Parks Department spokesman said 

that AT&T’s wireless contract does not 

preclude the city from expanding Wi-

Fi to other parks through other arrange-

ments, but there are no plans to do so 

at this time.As a result, the digital chasm between 

North and Southern Brooklyn could 

widen. Studies have shown that individ-

Jennifer Aguirrie can enjoy Wi-Fi 

in Brooklyn Bridge Park, thanks 

to an initiative to get 20 city 

parks outfitted this summer.

Do trucks like these hurt local businesses? Some mer-

chants in Park Slope think so, and are objecting to a 

new monthly “Food Truck Rally” in Prospect Park.

By J.J. Despain and Aaron ShortThe Brooklyn PaperNew York Waterway launched 
its much-anticipated ferry fleet 
on Monday, shuttling Manhat-
tan-bound commuters across 
the East River  for the first time 
since 2009 .A boatload of giddy pub-

lic officials, including Mayor 
Bloomberg, cut a ceremonial 
ribbon and boarded a 76-foot 
catamaran in Williamsburg to 
celebrate the ship’s maiden voy-
age to Midtown — the result of 
a three-year,  $9.3-million sub-
sidy by the city .Bloomberg called the money 

an investment in the city’s wa-
terfront development. 

“The new ferry service will 
augment growth of Brooklyn 
neighborhoods and make it eas-
ier for New Yorkers to commute 
from and get to these residen-
tial neighborhoods and water-
front parks,” he said.The new service will make 

stops at Fulton Ferry Landing 
in DUMBO, Schaefer Landing 
and Northside Pier in Williams-

By Alex RushThe Brooklyn PaperMost bikinis only charge 
the libido, but a Downtown de-
signer has invented a sun-pow-
ered bikini that can also charge 

iPods.
The Solar Bikini, made by An-

drew Schneider, has USB sock-
ets sewn into the fabric of the 
bottom piece. Schneider, who 
lives on Red Hook Lane between 

Fulton and Livingston streets, 
lined the suit with 40 paper-thin 
panels called photovoltaic cells. 
The panels convert the sun’s ra-
diation into electricity that can 

By Thomas Tracy and Haru CoryneThe Brooklyn PaperThe walls are closing in on 
Rep. Anthony Weiner.The Democratic firebrand 

whose cyber romps with at least 
six women has left his personal 
life and political career in sham-
bles — and has made him a raun-
chy gift that keeps on giving to 
local tabloids and late-night 
jokesters — is within a hair’s 
breadth of resigning, political 
insiders said on Tuesday.Weiner’s impending decision 

comes as fellow Democrats — 
including President Obama — 
encouraged the Sheepshead Bay 
Democrat to step down as “Wein-
ergate” enters its third week.

“If it was me, I would resign,” 
Obama told NBC’s “Today Show” 
on June 14. “Obviously, what he 
did was highly inappropriate. He’s 
embarrassed himself — he’s ac-
knowledged that — and he’s em-
barrassed his wife and family.”

Weiner’s  lurid online romances  
first came to light on May 27, 
when he tried to send a soft core 
tweet of his groin to a 21-year-
old Seattle co-ed, but acciden-
tally sent the picture to his 50,000 
Twitter followers.The seven-term legislator ini-

tially lied that his Twitter account 
had been hacked, but finally came 
clean about sending the raunchy 
photo and  having online relations 
with at least five other women .

Weiner held firm then that 
he would not step down, claim-
ing he hadn’t use congressional 
computers or phones for his cy-
ber dalliances.But more revelations have 

emerged:

come forward disputing Wein-
er’s claims that he never used 

The “Yogi Berra,” part of the new East River ferry fleet, 

docks at Brooklyn Bridge Park in DUMBO.

By Daniel Ngfor The Brooklyn PaperA beloved stuffed animal lost by 
a traumatized 2-year-old in a Cob-
ble Hill playground last month is 
facing torture and a painful death 
— unless the tot’s horrified mother 
meets the “kidnapper’s” demand for 
$10,000 worth of cupcakes.

Gluten- and peanut-free, no 
less.

It might just be a joke — but 

Susannah Bortner isn’t willing to 
take that chance.“I would gladly bake 10,000 cup-

cakes,” Bortner said, thinking of 
her toddler, Donovan, and his lost 
bear, Mr. Bear. “There is a part of 
me wishing this is real.” Alas, it likely is not.But there are a million stories in 

the naked city — few more grip-
ping, heart-rending and less-plau-

‘Kidnappers’ want $10,000 in 
cupcakes for toddler’s darling

David Palmer and Susannah Bortner just want son Donovan’s 

beloved teddy bear back unharmed. Someone responded to 

their “Lost” poster by posting a ransom note below it.

Ready for a charge?

WHO LOVES THE SUN? A Brooklyn designer is selling solar-powered bikinis that 

energize iPods and phones (among other things).

Designer’s solar bikini can power your iPod

burg, and India Street in Green-
point every 20 to 30 minutes for 
14 hours a day. The ferry is free until June 24, 

when water commuters will pay 
$4 for a single ride or $140 for a 
monthly pass. There’s a $1 sur-
charge for bikes.The last company to ferry pas-

sengers across the East River 
pulled up anchor two years ago 

Seven days he’d like to forget

congressional equipment. Lisa 
Weiss, a Democratic volunteer 
from Las Vegas, claimed that 
she and Weiner had phone sex 
on congressman’s private office 
line in August, 2010. And the web-

site TMZ published pictures that 
Weiner, clad only in a towel in the 
Congressional gym, apparently 
sent to another woman.

By Meredith Deliso
The Brooklyn PaperThe Weiner jokes haven’t 

gone limp yet.The Park Slope bar Der 
Kommissar is capitalizing on 
the Midwood congressman’s 
fall from grace with — what 
else? — a hot dog special fea-
turing two “Anthony Weiners” 
for $6

At about six-and-a-half 
inches, this wiener a little big-
ger than average (of course, we 
mean the average hot dog. Get 

your mind out of the gutter). 
The good news is that this An-

thony Weiner is a lot more palat-
able than the congressman.“There’s more kick to them,” 

said griller Joshua Gabriel. 
“They’re meatier and heftier 
than most. And we’ll keep selling 
them until the joke gets old.”

Someone needs to tell him 
that this joke is never going 
to get old.

Der Kommissar [559 Fifth 
Ave. at 15th Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 788-0789].

Slope bar offers two for $6

By Natalie O’NeillThe Brooklyn PaperThe whole country may 
have a beef with groin-
Tweeting Rep. Anthony 
Weiner, but Brooklynites 
say his “scandal” is really, 
um, no big thing.There’s been plenty of 

moralizing over Weinergate, 
but sending sexy photos — 
via phone or Internet — has 
become pretty “normal,” say 
borough singles, sex thera-
pists and shop owners.“I’ve done it,” said Sa-

mantha Bard, owner of 
 Shag, a sex toy shop in Wil-
liamsburg.  “If you stood on 
the corner of Bedford Av-
enue and North Seventh 
Street, I bet eight out of 
10 people would say they 
have, too.”Or how about nine out of 

10? That’s how many folks 
we interviewed who said 
they had either sent or re-
ceived nude or risqué photos 
via phone or Internet.“It’s not taboo; it’s not 

even weird,” said skate-

Samantha Bard, owner  
of Shag, does it.

Joshua Gabriel shows off the Anthony Weiner at the 

Austrian-styled bar Der Kommissar in Park Slope.

amid complaints that the city 
failed to subsidize the service 
to allow the company to make 
any money.This time around, New York 

Waterway CEO Paul Goodman 
said the city’s support, two new 
piers, and the frequency of ferry 
service would keep their com-
pany afloat.“The city’s subsidizing our 

service allows us to offer rush 
hour frequency which is differ-
ent than any previous attempt to 
provide commuter service,” said 

By Dan MacLeodThe Brooklyn PaperVerizon broke the law — and 
the city let it do so — when it 
installed 20-foot-tall Fiberglass 
poles in historic districts in Green-
point and Flatbush without get-
ting permission to do so.The telecommunications gi-

ant says that it is installing the 
poles as access points to its under-

ground network of high-speed In-
ternet and TV cables. But some of 
those poles are in historic districts, 
and the company  broke the law  
by failing to clear them with the 
Landmarks Preservation Com-
mission — even though it got 
permits from the Department 
of Transportation.In Greenpoint, neighbors 

Turns out new posts are illegal

Verizon has installed a 
new pole on historic Mil-
ton Street in Greenpoint. 
Neighbors are not happy.

See BEAR  on page 11

See FOOD  on page 11

supporting, not hindering, lo-
cal businesses.”Melissa Murphy, owner of 

Sweet Melissa Patisserie on 

Seventh Avenue near First 
Street, agreed. “I am paying so much money 

on rent, and there is a truck 

See WI-FI  on page 11

See FERRY  on page 11

See BIKINI  on page 11

See POLE  on page 11 See SEXT  on page 5

See WEINER  on page 5
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