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By Megan Riesz
The Brooklyn Paper

The city’s plan to slow down 
cars on Prospect Park West by 
replacing a lane of traffic with 
a two-way bike lane hasn’t de-
creased the amount of accidents 
in the area, city data shows. 

The number of bicyclists in the 
area tripled in the two years after 
the protected lane was installed in 
2010, but car-on-car crashes in-
creased in the same period, ac-
cording to Department of Trans-
portation data made public as part 
of a lawsuit by a group seeking 

to rip out the pedal-pusher high-
way. 

There were 126 crashes in the 
immediate area two years after the 
controversial path was installed 
— up from 117 in the two years 
before — but the Department of 
Transportation claimed the group 
behind the lawsuit, Neighbors for 

FLEA BAGGEDP’Park West 
crash test
Fender-benders are holding 
steady in post-bike lane era

MEAN
Streets

The battle for Brooklyn’s byways

Cars, bicycles, and pedestrians converge on Prospect 
Park West in Park Slope
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Better Bike Lanes, is looking for 
pot holes where none exist.

“The same flawed interpre-
tations of data are being used 
to prop up the remnants of the 
merit-less lawsuit against this 
community-requested and sup-
ported project,” said Depart-
ment of Transportation spokes-

man Nicholas Mosquera. “Yet 
there is no arguing the fact that 
the litigants have failed in all 
this time to get any court to or-
der even a single modification 
to the project, which the com-
munity continues to enjoy ev-
ery day.” Some locals did not like that the Brooklyn Flea took over 

the East River State Park on Sundays.
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By Megan Riesz
The Brooklyn Paper

Construction on the about-to-open 
Gowanus Whole Foods Market caused 
a massive crack in the wall of a his-
toric building that shares the lot with 
the health food giant, claim locals who 
love the building and say the city is not 
doing enough to protect it.

The Whole Foods agreed to fix up 
the long-abandoned Coignet building 
on Third Avenue at Third Street as part 
of a deal to build a mega-market in the 
lot around it, but with just a handful of 
days left until the store’s Dec. 17 open-
ing, neighbors say the pounding of pile-
drivers and sloppy excavation all but 
tore the place apart and the company 
is sidestepping the problem. 

“Whole Foods does not want to be 
responsible,” said Linda Mariano, pres-
ident of the activist group Friends and 
Residents of Greater Gowanus, who 
noticed the crack last week. 

A spokesman for Whole Foods de-
nied the allegations, stressing that the 
food retailer will honor its promise to 
give the building’s already crack-lit-
tered façade a fresh face-lift.

Whole Foods on crack: Not us!
As opening nears, food giant won’t take blame for landmark’s fi ssure

The 140-year-old former New York and Long Island Coignet Stone 
Company headquarters stands next to the about-to-open Gow-
anus Whole Foods Market.
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A LOOK 
INSIDE...

“Nothing that occurred in relations 
to building our building for the store af-
fected what’s happening to that build-
ing,” said Michael Sinatra, spokesman 
for Whole Foods. “I don’t think anything 

caused that crack. The building is a bit 
weathered.”

But Mariano is not convinced.
“They are liars; they have to be,” she 

Lefty Flanagan sells organic Christmas trees from Barton, Vt. out-
side All Saints Church in Park Slope.
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Tree ring circus
Selling fi r on the streets of Bklyn

By Jaime Lutz
The Brooklyn Paper

Nelson Mandela will be remembered 
in Brooklyn.

Mandela admirers, including some 
activists who knew him, gathered at 
Boerum Hill’s House of the Lord Church 
on Sunday to pay tribute to the beloved 

leader of South Africa’s anti-apartheid 
struggle.

“We wanted to bring together some of 
the people who were part of the move-
ment,” said Rev. Herbert Daughtry, who 
led the service. “And we wanted to talk 
about where do we go from here.”

Daughtry met Mandela through his 

work on former Mayor David Dinkins’ 
delegation to South Africa and as part 
of the American anti-apartheid group 
that welcomed Mandela to the United 
States when he was finally released 
from jail in 1990 after 27 years in-
side. The late legend was imprisoned 

Mandela remembered
A congregation hails revered anti-apartheid leader

Jazz pianist Randy Weston gets 
teary-eyed during a memorial for 
Nelson Mandela at The House of 
the Lord Church.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
St

ef
an

o 
G

io
va

nn
in

i

Why you are now getting almost no crime news
By Nathan Tempey
The Brooklyn Paper

Readers looking for neighborhood 
crime news are out in the cold this week 
thanks to a citywide move to shut com-
munity reporters out of police station 

houses where they have been logging 
crime reports for decades.

The blotter black out comes as a re-

sult of an order instructing commanding 
officers at each of the city’s 77 precincts 
to refer requests to view complaint re-
ports, which are the basis of the police 
blotter that has been a centerpiece of 
this newspaper for more than 30 years, 

to the office of the Deputy Commis-
sioner of Public Information,  accord-
ing to DNA Info , a news website. The 
police department’s spokesman denied 
that anything has changed but, when 
asked to explain why reporters from 

this paper were turned away from a 
half-dozen cops shops this week by 
officers saying access to the public re-
cords was no longer allowed, he said 
that the long-standing practice raised 
concerns that confidential information 

about victims and witnesses could be 
exposed.

“There’s no change in policy, but 
neighborhood reporters can go through 
DCPI and establish or renew their re-

Sacred Heart–Saint Stephen’s church in Carroll Gardens 
lit a star atop its steeple on Dec. 7.
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By Megan Riesz
The Brooklyn Paper

A star light, star bright went 
up above Sacred Hearts–Saint 
Stephen’s church on Dec. 7.

The parish in Carroll Gar-

dens lit an aluminum Star of 
Hope atop its tall steeple, which 
is visible from the Brooklyn 
Bridge and a landmark along 
the Brooklyn-Queens Express-

STARRY NIGHT
C’Gardens church lights it up
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Kids get ready to kick off the Reindeer Run.

By Megan Riesz
The Brooklyn Paper

Run, little reindeer, run!
Hundreds of kids sporting 

reindeer antlers and jingle bells 
sprinted through Prospect Park 
on Dec. 7 for the first-ever Rein-
deer Run, a kids-only addition 
to the fourth annual Jingle Bell 

Jog put on by the New York 
Road Runners. 

The young romper-stompers 
had a jingle ball on the half-
mile course, according to or-
ganizers.

“It’s always a great festive 
run, and the mood was incred-

Reindeer game 
Kids prance through P’Park 
at new, half-mile holiday run

By Megan Riesz
The Brooklyn Paper

This bearded woodsman may seem 
like a fish out of water, but he is more 
like a tree transplanted in the urban 
forest of Brooklyn.

Parke lives most of the year in 
tiny Barton, Vt., but, 
for the past 23 years 
he has spent three 
weeks of every winter 
sitting on Brooklyn side-
walks, selling Christ-
mas trees with natural 
bona fides for the green consumer.

The arboreal entrepreneur grows his 
Fraser firs, balsam firs, white pines, 
and balsam-Fraser hybrids without 
pesticides or chemical spray, cuts them 
in late November, and ships them to an 

outdoor stand at the All Saints Church 
in Park Slope in time for the begin-
ning of December.

He stays with a friend in Columbia 
Heights for selling season, which runs 
from Thanksgiving to Christmas. His 
two children are both grown up, so it 

is not as much of a bur-
den to come down ev-
ery year, he says. 

His son is even help-
ing him out this time 
around.

“It’s really a family 
operation,” Parke said.

He got his start in the business in 
1990 and started growing his own 
trees three years later. Twenty years 
later, the evergreen business has grown 

TREE SALES IN 
WILLIAMSBURG

SEE PAGE 10

By Jaime Lutz
The Brooklyn Paper

Call it the Flea that flicked 
itself.

The popular hipster market 
Brooklyn Flea will not return 
to Williamsburg’s East River 
State Park next summer after 
organizers acquiesced to com-
plaints from locals who said the 
market and its sister foodie fair 
Smorgasburg were monopolizing 
the public space on weekends, the 
New York State Parks Department 
announced on Monday at a com-
munity board meeting.

“No one could use the park the 
way people wanted,” said Jona-
than Burkan, a Williamsburger 
who lives across from the park. 

Locals push market out of W’burg park

By Megan Riesz
The Brooklyn Paper

The long-awaited, some-
times-controversial Gowanus 
Whole Foods is finally opening 
on Dec. 17. 

The food retailer has spent 
the last year of construction on 
the gourmet grocery store dol-
ing out tantalizing tidbits about 
what artisanal, organic treasures 
and whiz-bang features the out-
let will hold. Here is a sampling 
of what to expect:

• A rooftop beer bar and restau-
rant  overlooking the fetid Gow-
anus Canal  that will serve up a 
variety of brews, including Red 

By Megan Riesz
The Brooklyn Paper

He’s movin’ on up … to the 
East Side!

Mayor-elect Bill DeBlasio has 
finally decided that he will aban-
don his Park Slope digs for Man-
hattan’s Grace Mansion, a lux-
urious, city-owned estate that 
mayors get to live in for free, 
claiming doing so could keep him 
and his family safer and make it 
easier for him to orchestrate city 
and family business.

“For a variety of reasons, like 
logistical and security concerns, 
we’ve decided to move to Gra-
cie Mansion,” DeBlasio said in a 
statement. “It’s a practical choice, 
but one that we make with re-
spect and gratitude for the peo-
ple of New York City.”

DeBlasio will uproot his fam-
ily, including wife Chirlane Mc-
Cray, teenaged son Dante, and col-
lege student Chiara, from their 
Slope townhouse on 11th Street 
between Sixth and Seventh Ave-
nues — where they all share one 
bathroom — and land in the pa-
latial estate on the East River (or, 
as we say in Brooklyn, the West 
River) that has eight bathrooms, 

Say goodnight, Gracie
Sloper DeBlasio to move clan to Manhattan

five bedrooms, a grand ballroom, 
and two reception rooms.

The family’s decision is not 
surprising, but it is disappointing 
all the same, said one longtime 
neighbor of the mayor-elect.

“I’m a little sad about it, but 
it is probably the right thing for 
them to do,” said Alan Emdin, 
who lives four houses down from 
the DeBlasio-McCrays. “They’re 

good neighbors, and it has been 
fun with the block having the extra 
attention. I’ll probably never have 
a reporter call me again.”

Steve Zito, owner of the sta-
ple Seventh Avenue pizza joint 
Smiling Pizza between Eighth 
and Ninth streets, said he hopes 
the First Family does not forget 
about its Slope roots.

“I hope he comes back and vis-
its us,” said Zito, who has known 
the family for more than a de-
cade. “We’ve watched his kids 
grow up.”

Others said the neighbor-
hood will be better off without 
the added hoopla of a mayor-in-
residence.

“It makes sense for the mayor 
of New York City to live in the of-
ficial residence, both in making 
it easier for the mayor and First 
Family to conduct official busi-
ness and in eliminating the disrup-
tion that a large security presence 
would have meant for the DeBla-
sio’s neighbors on 11th Street,” said 
Eric McClure, president of the civic 
group Park Slope Neighbors. “Park 
Slope and Brooklyn are quite se-
cure with our place in the world, 
regardless of where the mayor may 
brush his teeth.”

New York City’s First Family 
is leaving Park Slope.
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See BIKE  on page 9 See FLEA  on page 9

See CRACK  on page 4
See WHOLE  on page 4

See TREES  on page 10 See MANDELA  on page 9

See BLOTTER  on page 4

See RUN  on page 9 See STAR  on page 10

 POLICE BLOTTER
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It happened in Queens on 

Father’s Day 2013. Ten-year old

Jacob Rodriguez screamed for

help as his mother, Christina,

was being savagely beaten by 

a man. Nearby, with his family 

at a Father’s Day celebration, 

off-duty police officer Joseph

Koch heard the screams and 

ran to investigate. Joe struggled

with the violent man and was 

injured during the fight but he

saved Christina’s life and took 

a violent criminal off the streets.

Young Jacob told a reporter:

“I’m thinking about becoming 

a police officer because of 

what Joe did. He saved me 

and my mom. Maybe I can 

do that for others.”
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B R O O K LY N  N E T S  C OV E R AG E

Another dominant perfor-
mance from the Nets big man 
Brook Lopez was all the con-
vincing coach Kidd needed 
to realize a change was nec-
essary. 

After a win Saturday night 
over the Milwaukee Bucks, 
the Eastern Conference’s 
worst team that doesn’t play 
its home games in New York, 
it became clear to Kidd that 
his team had one advantage: 
Brook Lopez in the post. 

Without interior presences 
Zaza Pachulia and Larry 
Sanders, the Bucks were thin 
in the paint, and Lopez and 
the Nets took advantage. Lo-
pez scored 32 points on 11 
for 13 shooting. 

The game plan was clear: 
get the ball in Lopez’s hands 
and let him facilitate out of 

Nets are not built to run

the post. 
And, for at least a game 

against a weak team, it 
seemed to work. 

If you will recall, Kidd 

(and to a lesser degree, Deron 
Williams) wanted this team 
to play an up-tempo game 
when the season began. 

But after only 20 games 

FRONT
COURT
By Tom LafeBy Tom Lafe

If the Nets want to win, an isolation offense centered 
on Brook Lopez is the ticket, says our columnist.
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Simple and Sophisticated.
You Deserve Dutchess.

YOU DESERVE MORE
COLOR IN YOUR 

MORNING.

Find your favorite shade in our historic estates and modern art galleries. You can almost hear 
the color rippling from the works at Dia:Beacon.

Savor the palette of color on our hiking and wine trails. Color comes to life at special 
moments, like when you taste your meal prepared by one of our many Culinary-trained chefs, 
or in the rich tones of maple syrup being made before your eyes.

Take a few days to explore the colors of winter. 

Visit Dutchess County, NY — in the Heart of the Hudson Valley – offering colorful getaways to 
suit your every mood.  Less than two hours away, and easily accessible by bus, train, or car.

Remember the Deron Wil-
liams who pushes tempo, 
makes defenses react, and 
can be a nightmare for op-
posing coaches?

That’s the D-Will the Nets 
got when he returned to the 
team for Tuesday’s win over 
the division-leading Celtics. 
And that’s the one they will 
need the rest of the season.

But just like last year, it 
was a different Deron Wil-
liams who showed up in Oc-
tober. Once again, the fran-
chise point guard was sluggish 
out of the gate before being 
sidelined due to balky ankles. 
The fact that this is the second 
time this has happened raises 
questions about how the Nets 
are ensuring players prepare 
their bodies during the offsea-
son for the rigor of in-season 
play. The team has also been 
without Andrei Kirilenko, who 
admitted he didn’t touch a bas-

Win proves worth of D-Will

of little athletic play and the 
bodies of older players break-
ing down, it became clear to 
Kidd and anyone else watch-
ing that this Nets team was 
not built to run. 

Even with the return of 
Deron Williams this week, 
the Nets should not look to 
reboot their old habits. They 
are suited to play a method-
ical, half-court style of bas-
ketball. And with an already 
aging roster, the fewer pos-
sessions, the better. 

This is how they should 
have approached it all along. 
With size advantages at 
nearly every starting posi-
tion, isolations will be key 
to Brooklyn’s offensive suc-
cess moving forward. 

Now, about their de-
fense…

Tom Lafe is a 6-foot-5 
sports-world insider with a 
middling high school bas-
ketball career who believes 
the Nets will be driven by 
the success of the team’s 
big men.

the way the offense operates 
like a healthy and aggressive 
Williams does.

After Tuesday’s win, vet-
eran forward Kevin Garnett 
and coach Jason Kidd both 
used the word “pressure” 
to describe what Williams 
brings to the table.

“D-Will set the tone for 
how we was going to play 
tonight,” Garnett said. “You 
have to have savvy, strong-
minded point guards who un-
derstand flow, who under-
stand rhythm.”

Williams had 25 points 
and seven assists in 37 min-
utes, but Kidd said “I thought 
just his presence gave every-
body a lift.”

Those 37 minutes were 
a surprise, since Williams 
was reportedly supposed to 
be eased back into game ac-
tion. Hopefully that’s a sign 
of how hungry he is to turn 
around Brooklyn’s wayward 
season.

Matt Spolar is a nearly 
6-foot-1 journalist with a 
middling high school bas-
ketball career who is sure 
the Nets win thanks to 
team’s top-tier guards.

ketball the entire summer, for 
all but four games due to back 
problems.

Regardless, last time 
D-Will turned the corner 
at the All-Star break and 
maintained his rejuvenated 
form through the playoffs. 
Whether he can keep it go-
ing this time will determine 

the 2013–14 Nets’ fate.
Tuesday’s game showed 

why D-Will is the engine 
of Brooklyn’s team. Get-
ting All-Star center Brook 
Lopez back from injury at the 
end of November was huge, 
but he didn’t automatically 
boost the team’s energy level 
and fundamentally change 

BACK
COURT
By Matt SpolarBy Matt Spolar

Deron Williams helped the Nets beat first-place 
Boston Tuesday night, but how far can his old legs 
take the team?
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319 6th Ave. 
Brooklyn NY 

718.369.2300 

Comprehensive Care  Eco-Conscious 
Dentistry  Kids of All Ages Welcome 

Modern, High-Tech Office  TVs, 
Beverages & WiFi  Insurance & 

Financing  Same-Day Emergencies

BrooklynOakDental.com

NEW PATIENT GIFT

Restrictions may apply. Call our office for details!

$150
ZOOM! IN-OFFICE  
WHITENING& EXAM 
A $515 VALUE

FREE
TAKE-HOME  
WHITENING  
KIT & EXAM 
A $515 VALUE

Brighten your smile for the holidays!
Expires 1/15/2014

OR

Please join us for our next  

Graduate Business Information Session 
on

December 13, 2013,  
7–8 p.m.

Kelleher Center, 300 Howard Avenue
Staten Island Campus

 

Learn about our M.B.A. and M.S. offerings, convenient locations,  
flexible schedules, and available financial aid.

 

For more information, please call 718-990-1345. 
stjohns.edu/tobinsi

PS 38

This Saturday, December 14 

Barnes & Noble Court Street
106 Court Street ~ Brooklyn

In-Store Events include 
11–12pm: Holiday Story time

12–1pm How the Grinch Stole Christmas
3–4pm: Elf on the Shelf    4–5pm: Polar Express 

5–6pm: NOOK Raffle & surprises!
6–8pm: Band Performance

Shop for the holidays now and help support PS 38!
Everything counts — even café! 

Don’t forget to pre-order a Cheesecake!

Can’t attend our bookfair at Barnes & Noble?
Visit BN.COM/bookfairs to support us online from 12/14/13 to 12/19/13  

by entering Bookfair ID 11207198 at checkout.
A percentage of your Barnes & Noble purchases will benefit our school!!

THIS
Saturday

art   lighting   furniture   decor

shoprico.com/giftshop 

546 third ave bklyn 11215 718.797.2077  

Select gifts in a range of prices 
for everyone on your list.

lationships with precincts,” 
said John McCarthy. “The 
goal is to provide as much in-
formation as possible and en-
sure that policies are followed 
and that victims’ names, wit-
nesses’ names, and other con-
fidential information are pro-
tected.”

Rank-and-file officers at 
Brooklyn station houses this 
week told reporters to route 
their requests for neighbor-
hood crime reports through 
the public information office, 
but calls there were met with 

suggestions to look at Comp-
Stat, monthly online crime 
statistics that contain no 
details about the circum-
stances of specific crimes, 
or to file Freedom of Infor-
mation Law requests, which 
can take months to bear fruit 
— if the department responds 
to them at all. The office’s 
head of public information 
said the latter route is the so-
lution.

“There is a process for 
complaint reports and that 
is dealt with by our FOIL de-
partment,” said deputy chief 

Kim Royster.
A longtime reader and 

Fort Greene community 
leader said he does not take 
the loss of the police blot-
ters lightly.

“We have a lot of seniors 
in my neighborhood who 
own brownstones like I do 
who have a lot of concern 
about going out at night,” said 
Charles Dubose, a Commu-
nity Board 2 member. “I read 
[the blotters] to know what 
is happening in Fort Greene 
and the areas around Fort 
Greene so I can tell them 
what specific places to be 
careful in.”

Journalists slammed the 

blackout, with the New York 
Press Club calling it “another 
example of blatant hostility 
by NYPD toward locally-
based media outlets” in an 
open letter to outgoing po-
lice chief Ray Kelly. But a 
prominent civil libertarian 
said he was confident that it 
would end in January, when 
 Bill Bratton takes over at One 
Police Plaza .

“I think this problem is 
going to get resolved in two 
weeks,” said Chris Dunn, a 
director at the New York Civil 
Liberties Union. “When the 
Bratton administration comes 
in, they will take a very dif-
ferent approach.”

Public Advocate and 
mayor-elect Bill DeBlasio 
called out the police depart-
ment for its lack of transpar-
ency in April, citing  its re-
cord of responding to just a 
third of all Freedom of In-
formation requests .

Dunn said that, in the few 
weeks left in the year, privacy 
and media access need not 
be mutually exclusive.

“It seems clear that they 
could both protect confiden-
tial information and make 

available crime informa-
tion,” he said.

This paper does not pub-
lish names of victims, wit-
nesses, or suspects in its 
weekly police blotter.

Not every station house 
froze reporters out. Carroll 
Gardens’ 76th Precinct dic-
tated  its crime reports  over 
the phone, as it does each 
week. And the 68th Precinct 
in Bay Ridge reopened its 
doors to journalists for a 
weekly reading of complaint 
forms starting Dec. 11, after 
press time. That station house 
used to allow news-hounds 
to scan the forms.

But if the current prohibi-
tion holds at other precincts, 
the police’s public informa-
tion office will likely find it-
self inundated with records 
requests. The calls already  
beginning to wear on cops 
there.

“I am getting so sick of 
this,” chief Royster said, 
shortly before hanging up 
on an editor a second time.

The 76th Precinct 
blotter is on our web-
site, www.brooklynpa-
per.com.

Continued from page 1

BLOTTER...

said. “They better fess up.”
The former New York and 

Long Island Coignet Stone 
Company headquarters may 
have been the first concrete 
building in the city when it 
was built in 1873. Park Slope 
mega-builder Edwin Litch-
field took the operation over 
when Coignet went bankrupt, 
but the two-story building 
has sat abandoned since the 
1960s. The city designated it 
a landmark in 2006.

A documentarian who 
made the Coignet building 
the subject of a short film 
said the crack is one of many 
and, whether or not the kale 
and kim chi vendor is respon-
sible for the latest fissure, 
the building is hanging on 
by a thread.

“When I was filming, ev-
eryone in every interview 
said they saw it shaking [from 
the work] and said, ‘You’d 
better film it now before it 
falls down,’ ” said Max Kut-

Hook favorite Sixpoint. The 
food menu is not finalized 
yet, but will boast burgers, 
ribs, and vegetarian dishes 
from local vendors includ-
ing pickle company Brook-
lyn Brine.

• A massive, energy-
efficient, rooftop green-
house, which will supply 
a few sprigs of the store’s 
produce.

• Monthly “drink and 
draw” sessions at the 
rooftop bar, where doo-
dlers from Arts Gowanus 
will run sessions including 
still life and collage, accord-
ing to media reports. The 
events are not to be con-
fused with those of the same 
name at the now-shuttered 
Third Ward art space where 
former Brooklyn Paper ed-
itor  once scarred retinas by 
posing nude .

• A Yuji Ramen stand 
owned by chef Yuji Hara-
guchi, whose eatery is al-

ready serving up steam-
ing bowls of noodles at 
the Bowery Whole Foods 
in Manhattan. 

• Products by borough 
companies made exclu-
sively for the store, in-
cluding a line of frozen 
pizzas from fancy Bush-
wick pie palace Roberta’s 
and the sweet kind of cir-
cular pastry from Whole 
Foods’ bakery neighbor 
 Four and Twenty Black-
birds . Also, beer-infused 
chocolate truffles.

The Gowanus Whole 
Foods will not be the fancy 
food chain’s only borough 
location for long. A Wil-
liamsburg outlet is slated 
to  open in late 2014 on the 
basement levels of a mall-
apartment complex .

Brooklyn’s first Whole 
Foods opens at (214 Third 
St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, www.whole-
foodsmarket.com/stores/
brooklyn). Tues, Dec. 17, 
8:30 am.

Continued from page 1

PREVIEW...
Continued from page 1

CRACK

Linda Mariano says construction on the upcoming 
Whole Foods caused a giant cracked in the adja-
cent landmarked Coignet building.
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ner, director of “At the Cor-
ner of 3rd and 3rd” and con-
tributor to this paper., adding 
the city could do more.

The Department of Build-
ings said it is investigating 
reports of damage to the 
building.

By Megan Riesz
The Brooklyn Paper

The road to the first Brook-
lyn Whole Foods has been 
long, contentious, and smelly. 
Hop into our way-back ma-
chine and relive the eight-
year saga leading up to the 
grand opening of the gour-
met grocer’s White-House-
sized store on Dec. 17.

2005: Whole Foods an-
nounces that it will open its 
first Brooklyn location at 214 
Third St. near Third Avenue, 
part home to building ma-
terial demolition company 
Red Hook Crushers. The 
lots sought had been poisoned 
over the course of two cen-
turies by the waste of a lum-
beryard, an auto repair shop, 
and an oil company. The plan 
is to open in 2008.

March 2006: The city 
shutters Red Hook Crushers, 
citing “honesty and integrity 
issues,” leaving the lot ten-
ant-less and open for Whole 
Foods to pounce.

December 2006: An en-
gineer tells state officials that 
 dangerously high levels of 
the carcinogen benzene have 
seeped into the soil below 
the Third Avenue site  from 
a nearby parking lot and fuel 
station on First Street owned 
by Verizon. 

January 2007: A Veri-
zon spokesman  says the death 
cloud did not come from the 
company’s lot . Whole Foods 

The Whole shebang
We relive the saga that begat Gowanus grocer

says it will offer home deliv-
ery to reduce customer traf-
fic, which will reach about 
1,500 cars per day accord-
ing to its estimates.

October 2008: The food 
retailer  announces that it can-
not develop the store on the 
Gowanus Canal zone site 
without an outside devel-

oper  amidst rumors that it 
is giving up on the project 
entirely.

February 2009: Whole 
Foods  submits an environ-
mental application to build 
a three-level, 414-car ga-
rage  on some wetlands, to 
the dismay of environmen-
talist neighbors from nearby 

unwanted property. 
November 2010: Whole 

Foods  cuts the parking ga-
rage’s car count to 248  in re-
sponse to concerns from res-
idents including the group 
Park Slope Neighbors, which 
blasted the original design as 
a “totally suburban model.” 
Reps also reveal plans to 
build a massive greenhouse 
on the store’s roof. 

December 2010: Whole 
Foods says it is still not sure 
if it will open an actual store 
due to the toxicity of the 
nearby Gowanus Canal.

June 2011: Commu-
nity Board 6  recommends 
the food retailer’s zoning 
variance to the city .

December 2011: The 
city  denies the grocer’s zon-
ing bid , saying it has to first 
prove it will not mess up the 
foul and now-Superfund-des-
ignated Gowanus Canal.

January 2012: Bohemi-
ans and industrialists unite 
to  launch an 11th hour at-
tack against the grocery gi-
ant , urging the city to reject 
Whole Foods’ second try at 
city approval, saying it will 
destroy the neighborhood’s 
artisanal mix.

February 2012: Whole 
Foods  gets the city’s unani-
mous okay to begin construc-
tion as early as April , despite 
the fact that the building plan 
is five times larger than zon-
ing regulations allow.

July 2012: Construction 
begins, at long last.

October 2013: Whole 
Foods says it will  add a roof-
top bar with the less-than-
imaginative name “The 
Roof,”  which will offer 16 
brews and “gastro-pub” food 
options.

Whole Foods bought 
the lot once occupied 
by brick-breaking com-
pany Red Hook Crush-
ers (above) and cleared 
it, sparing only the land-
marked Coignet build-
ing (left).

Park Slope.
July 2009: A Whole 

Foods spokeswoman  tells 
this paper that the company 
has abandoned the project , 
then another spokeswoman 
 doubles down on the com-
pany’s commitment the next 
week .

February 2010: The 
 site clean-up begins as part 
of the city’s brownfield pro-
gram , which offers tax in-
centives to landowners for 
investing in polluted lots and 
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Theat-arrr!
T H E AT E R

With its elaborate costumes and backstories, 
professional wrestling is already pretty funny.

So Union Hall’s monthly “Wrestling Mania” 
show — where comedians and wrestlers riff 
on vintage wrestling performances, “Mystery 
Science Theater”-style — seems like a perfect 
union of the two perfor-
mance arts.

“The basic idea is to 
gather people who like 
wrestlers together with 
some funny people on-
stage,” said organizer 
Rob Blatt, a sideshow 
performer who goes 
by the stage name of 
Bobby Phobia. “To take 
an evening to acknowledge that not all wres-
tling is great, but we love it anyway.”

The show is hosted by Blatt and Matt Striker, 
a retired pro-wrestler and current announcer 
for World Wrestling Entertainment. They will 
be joined this month by comic George Gordon 
and Dan Barry, who is both a stand-up come-
dian and a pro wrestler — basically the perfect 
resume for a show like this.

“Wrestling Mania” at Union Hall [702 Union 
St. between Fifth and Sixth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400,  www.unionhallny.
com ]. Dec. 23 at 8 pm, $6. — Jaime Lutz

By Samantha Lim
for The Brooklyn Paper

Y
ou can bet dollars to donuts that this 
exhibition will make your stomach 
rumble.

“Keep Your Eye Upon the Donut,” an 
exhibition celebrating the history of the 
donut in Manhattan and Brooklyn, is cur-
rently on view at the City Reliquary in 
Williamsburg. The show profiles famous 
donut-slingers of yesteryear, as well as 
many of today’s most popular purveyors, 
including Bedford–Stuyvesant’s Dough, 
Williamsburg’s Dun-Well Doughnuts, Bay 
Ridge’s Mike’s Donuts and Coffee, Green-
point’s Peter Pan Donut and Pastry Shop, 
and Shaikh’s Place in Sheepshead Bay. 

Curator Julie Thomson is a self-pro-
claimed “donut ambassador” who runs  a 
blog  entirely dedicated to the dunkable deli-
cacy. Though the former Williamsburg resi-
dent has since moved to Durham, NC, when 
Thompson decided to put an exhibition about 
her favorite fried treat together, she realized 
a quirky museum in her old neighborhood 
was the perfect place to host it.

“I’ve been doing a number of donut 
projects over the past year including some 
audio documentaries and blogging about 
donut shops,” said Thomson. “I think the 
City Reliquary itself, with its unique ap-
proach to history and the ephemera it col-
lects from people’s daily experiences in the 
city, inspired me to do an exhibit.”

In addition to photos and artifacts from 
some of the city’s top deep-frying destina-
tions, the exhibition features a variety of 
donut ephemera from Thomson’s personal 
collection, including vintage postcards, 
advertisements, books, mugs, menus, and 
even a cup and plate from the first May-
flower Doughnuts shop that opened in 
New York in 1931.

“A number of the items are from the 
Doughnut Corporation of America and 
were made in the 1930s to 1940s,” said 
Thomson. “We also have items from some 
of the nine present-day donut shops that 

we’re highlighting in the exhibit. Those 
items include the bike that Mark Isreal, 
founder of the Doughnut Plant, used to de-
liver donuts when he was first starting his 
business on the Lower East Side.”

For Thomson, the appeal of the donut 

is more than just sugar and spice — it is 
the pastry’s ability to bring people of all 
ages and backgrounds together.

“I think it’s a sweet that has a lot of res-
onance for people across multiple gener-
ations, she said. “I have memories of go-

ing to donut shops as a child. I’m finding 
that lots of other people have specific do-
nut memories too. Donuts are delicious 
and beautiful, and donut shops are a place 
to have conversations with people you 
don’t know.” 

It’s still real!
W R E S T L I N G

Sketchers
This sketch comedy group may sound sweet 

— but do not let the name fool you.
 American Candy , a local company of 25 writ-

ers and actors, plans to really sink it teeth into 
’90s pop culture in a show at the Actors Fund 

Arts Center in Down-
town on Dec. 13–14.

Though many look 
back on the era with a 
heavy dose of nostal-
gia, American Candy 
prides itself on the at-
titude that nothing — 
not even “Family Mat-
ters” — is sacred.

“I don’t think that in 
comedy you can ever draw the line, and if you 
do it better be in pencil,” said performer Megan 
O’Leary. “The joke either works or it doesn’t, 
but no subject should be taboo.”

The ’90s will not be the first decade the group 
has skewered — previous productions include 
“The Super ’70s” and “Welcome to the ’80s.” 

“We love looking through time and finding 
crazy gems from other eras,” said co-founder 
Hollie Harper.

In that spirit, American Candy’s upcoming 
show, “A Very ’90s Christmas,” promises to 
cover rapper Ol’ Dirty Bastard, the TLC—
Pebbles feud, and ’90s reggae, among a host 
of other subjects. 

“A Very ’90s Christmas” at The Actors Fund 
Arts Center [160 Schermerhorn St. between 
Smith and Hoyt streets in Downtown Brook-
lyn,  www.actorsfund.org ] Dec 13–14 at 8 pm. 
$20. — Samantha Lim

C O M E DY

Your Destination 
For 

Authentic Neopolitan
Pizza!!

298 Atlantic Avenue
Brooklyn, New York 11201

www.sottocasanyc.com

718-852-8758

RERUN GASTROPUB
THEATER

RERUNTHEATER.COM
WWW.IMAGE and ART

471 7th Avenue, Park Slope 
718-369-1600  Open 7 days

20% off  Holiday Gifts

Accessories for  
Men  Women  Home 

Holiday Gift Cards Available!

297 7th Ave., Brooklyn (between 7th & 8th Streets) 

718-369-8938 
Mon.–Sat. 10 a.m.–9:30 p.m., Sunday 10 a.m.–8:30 p.m.

Manicure & Pedicure 
$26.00

OPI, Essie CND Gels

THE HOBBIT: THE DESOLATION OF SMAUG PG13 
1:30p, 2p, 5p, 5:25p, 8:25p, 8:45p

THE HOBBIT: THE DESOLATION OF SMAUG IN 3D PG13 1p, 4:30p, 8p
TYLER PERRY’S A MADEA CHRISTMAS PG13

11a, 1p, 3:15p, 5:25p, 7:35p, 9:45p
ANCHORMAN 2: THE LEGEND CONTINUES OPENS 12/17

9p (12/17), 1:30p, 4:10p, 6:45p, 9:25p (12/18, 12/19)

AMERICAN HUSTLE OPENS 12/19  SAVING MR. BANKS OPENS 12/20 
WALKING WITH DINOSAURS OPENS 12/20

For showtimes: www.paviliontheater.com or 718-369-0838

The Pavilion Theater

FREE POPCORN!
WITH THIS AD

Hole lotta love!
Exhibition celebrates New York’s deep-fried delicacies

Dun-Well Doughnuts: 
Some would recoil in horror at 
the thought of vegan donuts, 
but Thompsen said this animal-
friendly fryer’s goods can hold 
their own against those made with 
eggs and dairy

“Their donuts are delicious,” de-
clared Thompsen, whose favorite 
here is the triangle-shaped Pride 
donut — a special raspberry-va-
nilla creation the store cooked-up 
to celebrate New York’s legaliza-
tion of same-sex marriage. 

Dun-Well Doughnuts [222 
Montrose Ave. near Bushwick 
Avenue in Williamsburg,  www.
dunwelldoughnuts.com ].

Peter Pan Donuts & Pastry 
Shop: With its old-school For-
mica counter and hand-painted 
glass menus, this Greenpoint 
stalwart brings people together, 
Thompsen said.

“People who’ve lived in Green-
point all of their life sit on stools 
next to hipsters,” she said. “It’s a 
donut shop dream come true.”

Tina Fey has raved about this 
family-owned bakery’s cream-filled 
powdered donuts, but Thompsen 
goes there for a different delicacy.

“They offer the best marble do-
nut I’ve found,” she said.

Peter Pan Donut & Pastry 
Shop [727 Manhattan Ave. be-

tween Meserole and Norman 
avenues, (718) 389–3676,  www.
peterpan-donuts.com ].

Mike’s Donuts and Coffee: 
This neighborhood favorite has been 
serving the Bay Ridge community 
since 1976 — and the prices do not 
seem to have changed much since. 

The shop boasts 25 different va-
rieties, but Thompsen recommends 
going with a tried-and-true classic 
— much like the store itself. 

“At Mike’s, I enjoy a vanilla frosted 
ring with sprinkles,” she said.

Mike’s Donuts and Coffee 
[6822 Fifth Ave. at Bay Ridge 
Avenue in Bay Ridge, (718) 745–
6980,  www.mikesdonuts.com ].

“Keep Your Eye Upon 
the Donut” at the City 
Reliquary [370 Metropol-
itan Ave. near Havemeyer 
Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 782–4842,  www.cit-
yreliquary.org ]. Through 
February 2014. Free, but 
donations accepted.

D O N U T S

Keeping her eye upon the donut: Donut aficionado Julie Thompson has curated an entire show about her favorite 
fried snack at Williamsburg’s City Reliquary.
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Lords of the ring
All this talk of donuts made you hungry for some deep-fried dough? Brooklyn 

has got you covered like a chocolate glaze. “Donut ambassador” Julie Thom-
son shared three of her favorite places in the borough to engage in a spot of 
donut diplomacy — and her pick of the pastry case at each.  

Dairy-free delight: The vegan donuts at Williamsburg’s Dun-Well 
Doughnuts are some of the best in Brooklyn; according to “donut 
ambassador” Julie Thomson.
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The only thing these pirates are plunder-
ing is ticket prices.

A crew of actors and self-described swash-
bucklers is putting on a play at a Park Slope 

bar — and it will not 
cost you a single Dou-
bloon. It is all part of 
Letter of Marque The-
ater Company’s mission 
to bring live theater to 
the people. 

“We want to do the-
ater that is much more 
in line with Shake-
speare’s troops, when 
the theater was for the 

masses,” said Nolan Kennedy, the artistic di-
rector of the Gowanus-based troupe. 

Letter of Marque is funded by grants and 
donations, so it does not have to pillage its au-
diences for admission costs. 

“Gifts,” the free play the company will be per-
forming, is also imbued with this spirit. Adapted 
from O. Henry’s short story “Gift of the Magi,” it 
alters the gift-giving Christmas tale to celebrate 
finding happiness without material things. 

“Gifts” at the Fifth Estate Bar [506 Fifth 
Ave. between 12th and 13th avenues 
in Park Slope, (718) 840–0089,  www.
fifthestatebar.com ]. Dec. 15–16 at 7:30 pm. 
Free. — Megan Riesz
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SUN, DEC. 15
“THE COLONIAL NUTCRACKER”: 

The annual holiday favorite is pre-
sented by the Dance Theatre in 
Westchester. Suitable for children 4 
years and older. $10. 2 pm. Brook-
lyn Center for the Performing Arts 
at Brooklyn College [2900 Campus 
Rd., between Amersfort Place and 
Kenilworth Place in Midwood, (718) 
951–4500], www.brooklyncenter-
online.org.  

READING, LIT AT LARK: Hear fi ction 
and nonfi ction by award-winning, 
best-selling, and up-and-coming 
writers during this monthly series. 
Free. 5 pm. Lark Cafe [1007 Church 
Ave. between Stafford and E. 10th 
Street in Kensington, (718) 469–
0140], facebook.com/litatlark. 

FILM, “JACK O SLASHER”: Film re-
lease party. $7. 8 pm. Trash Bar [256 
Grand St. at Driggs Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 599–1000], www.
thetrashbar.com. 

TALK, MICHAEL MALICE ON NORTH 
KOREA: The author talks with Todd 
Seavy about Kim Jong II. Free. 8 
pm. Muchmore (2 Havemayer St. at 
N. Ninth Street in Williamsburg). 

MON, DEC. 16
DALE RADIO LIVE!: Feature Catie La-

zarus, Eliot Glazer, Adam Conover, 
and the band XNY. $5. 7:30 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 638–
4400], www.unionhallny.com. 

MUSIC, MAYOR CREEP, ON THE 
LOOSE, DEAF POETS, LT BASSO 
CONTINUO: $7. 8 pm. Trash Bar 
[256 Grand St. at Driggs Avenue 
in Williamsburg, (718) 599–1000], 
www.thetrashbar.com. 

TUES, DEC. 17
READING, JAKE DELL AND BAL-

DOMERO FERNANDEZ: Authors 
of “Katz’s: Autobiography of a Deli-
catessen.” Free. 7–9 pm. Power-
House Arena [37 Main St. at Water 
Street in Dumbo, (718) 666–3049], 
www.powerhousearena.com. 

FILM, “KEEPIN’ IT REEL: From Street 
to Studio”: Sneak peek of the 
documentary. Free. 7 pm. Spike Hill 
Tavern [184 Bedford Ave. at N. Sev-
enth Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
218–9737], www.spikehill.com. 

COMEDY, THE JUKEBOX: Snow Day!: 
Sing-along comedy show hosted 
by Steve(s) Heisler and Jacobs and 

FRI, DEC. 13
WINTER SOLSTICE FEAST: Benefi t-

ting Bushwick-based food justice 
nonprofi t EcoStation:NY, with food 
from local restaurants, music, and 
entertainment. $20–$100. 6:30 pm. 
LightSpace Studios (1115 Flushing 
Ave. between Porter and Varick 
avenues in Bushwick), www.TheWin-
terSolsticeFeast.com. 

DANCE, “THE NUTCRACKER”: The 
American Ballet Theatre performs 
the holiday classic. $15–$150. 7 pm. 
Brooklyn Academy of Music [30 
Lafayette Ave. between Ashland 
Place and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636–4100], www.
bam.org. 

FILM, MUPPET VAULT: Christmas!: 
Revisit the most memorable mo-
ments from the Muppets’ dozens 
of Christmas specials. $8. 7:30 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 638–
4400], www.unionhallny.com. 

THEATER, “ANALOG.UE”: A new 
monologue from Daniel Kitson. 
$25. 8 pm. St. Ann’s Warehouse [29 
Jay St. between John and Plymouth 
streets in Dumbo, (718) 254–8779], 
www.stannswarehouse.org. 

DANCE, “THE SPLIT BILL SERIES”: 
Featuring four select, emerging 
choreographers over four nights. 
$12. 8 pm. Triskelion Arts’ Zoo The-
ater (118 N. 11th St. near Wythe Av-
enue, Third Floor in Williamsburg), 
www.triskelionarts.org. 

THE XMAS POP SING-ALONG: Sing 
along to holiday hits from the likes 
of Mariah Carey, NSYNC, Wham! 
and more. $8. 10 pm. Union Hall 
[702 Union St. at Fifth Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 638–4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

SAT, DEC. 14
MUSIC, COMMON GROUND BEN-

EFIT: Featuring live music from Luke 
Temple, Jo Schornikow, and more. 
$10 ($7 in advance). 7 pm. Green-
point Lutheran Church of the Mes-
siah (129 Russell St. between Driggs 
and Nassau avenues in Greenpoint), 
www.brownpapertickets.com/
event/520092. 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN JAZZ WIDE 
OPEN: With performances from 
Rob Garcia 4 and Paul Carlon’s La 
Rumba is a Lovesome Thing. $10. 
8 pm. Brooklyn Conservatory of 
Music [58 Seventh Ave. between 
Lincoln Place and Seventh Avenue 
in Park Slope, (718) 622–3300], 
www.connectionworks.org. . 

OPEN ICE SKATING: Break out 
the blades and start practicing 
your jumps. $9 ($5 skate rental). 
1–3:30 pm. Abe Stark Ice Skating 
Rink [West 19th Street and the 
Boardwalk in Coney Island, (718) 
946–6536]. 

CITY HARVEST FUNDRAISER: At this 
canned food drive, enjoy a tast-
ing of craft ales and burritos from 
B’kln Burro. 6–10 pm. Bed Stuy 
Beer Works [409 Willoughby Ave. 
between Walworth and Sandford 
streets in Bedford-Stuyvesant, (718) 
797–1465], www.bedstuybeer.com. 

Margaret Lyons, with Mark Nor-
mand, Rachel Bloom, and more. 
$7. 8 pm. Union Hall [702 Union St. 
at Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.unionhallny.com. 

COMEDY, PRETTY GOOD FRIENDS 
HOLIDAY SHOW: With Eugene 
Mirman, Daniel Kitson, and more. 
$20. 9 pm. Bell House [149 Seventh 
St. at Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

WED, DEC. 18
MUSIC, THE GANTRY, DOGS ON 

MAIN STREET: $6. 8 pm. Union Hall 
[702 Union St. at Fifth Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 638–4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

MUSIC, THE SHAKEY TABLES, 
SADIE, CHRISTOPHER BOWEN: 
$7. 8 pm. Trash Bar [256 Grand St. 
at Driggs Avenue in Williamsburg, 
(718) 599–1000], www.thetrashbar.
com. 

MUSIC, PETER WALKER: $10. 9 pm. 
Union Pool [484 Union Ave. at 
Meeker Avenue in Williamsburg, 
(718) 609–0484], www.myspace.
com/unionpool. 

THURS, DEC. 19
MUSIC, REYSHIZZ, J-SWAG GEN-

ERAL, SPITS NELSON, THA 
GOODFELLA, SUMMER ROSS: 
$13. 8 pm. Trash Bar [256 Grand St. 
at Driggs Avenue in Williamsburg, 
(718) 599–1000], www.thetrashbar.
com. 

MUSIC, SWEETBACK SISTERS: The 
country band presents their Coun-
try Christmas Singalong Spectacu-
lar. $18. 8 pm. Jalopy [315 Columbia 
St. between Hamilton Avenue and 
Woodhull Street in Columbia Street 
Waterfront, (718) 395–3214], www.
jalopy.biz. 

MUSIC, MICHAEL LOWENSTERN: 
$10 (suggested). 8 pm. Old Stone 
House [336 Third St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 768–3195], theold-
stonehouse.org. 

FRI, DEC. 20
MUSIC, SNAKE CANYON, HONOR 

AMONG THIEVES, THE TOAST 
BROS, AMITYVILLE DOLLHOUSE, 
BEGORRAH: $10. 8 pm. Trash Bar 
[256 Grand St. at Driggs Avenue 
in Williamsburg, (718) 599–1000], 
www.thetrashbar.com. 

MUSIC, THE SLACKERS ANNUAL 
HOLIDAY SHOW: With Uzimon, 
Shivering Brigade, DJ 100DBS, and 
DJ Grace Of Spades. $22 ($18 in 

WHERE TO
FRIDAY
December 13

Barry 
laughs
Can’t wait until 
August for the next 
Brooklyn Comedy 
Festival? No need — 
the fest is throwing a 
holiday show called 
“Winter Wonderlan-
dia,” with comedians 
including Todd 
Barry, Mark Nor-
mand, Kate Berlant, 
and Sean Patton. In 
the spirit of the sea-
son, there will also 
be a coat, book, and 
toy drive — bring a 
donation and you 
could win prize.

7:30 pm at the Paper Box 
[17 Meadow St. between 
Waterbury and Bogart 
streets in Fort Greene, 
(718) 383–3815,  www.
paperboxnyc.com ]. $10–
$15.

SATURDAY
December 14

Youth group
There will be a car-
oler from Carroll 
Gardens — and just 
about every other 
Brooklyn neighbor-
hood, too. Some 400 
choristers from all 
over the borough 
will take to the stage 
for the Brooklyn 
Youth Chorus’ annual 
“Holiday Harmonies” 
show, with a range 
of tunes both old 
and new. 

3 pm and 7 pm at 
Brooklyn College, Walt 
Whitman Theatre [2900 
Avenue H, between 
Campus Road and Hillel 
Place in Midwood,  www.
brooklynyouthchorus.
org ], $10–$45.

SUNDAY
December 15

If it ain’t 
baroque
There is singing “Jin-
gle Bells” — and 
then there is belting 
out “Hallelujah! Hal-
lelujah!” at the top of 
your lungs. Let it all 
out at St. Paul’s Epis-
copal Church’s “Sing-
It-Yourself Messiah,” 
an audience-interac-
tive performance of 
Handel’s master-
piece. You can also 
bid on the right to 
conduct the “Hallelu-
jah Chorus.”

7 pm at St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church [199 
Carroll St. between 
Clinton and Court streets 
in Carroll Gardens, (718) 
625–4126,  www.stpauls-
carrollst.weebly.com ]. $15.

TUESDAY
December 17

Meatloaf, 
smeatloaf
What is better than 
watching the 1983 
classic “A Christmas 
Story”? Watching it 
with the stars! Actors 
Ian Petrella (Ralphie’s 
little brother) and 
Scott Schwartz (the kid 
who got his tongue 
stuck to the pole) will 
be at Brooklyn Heights 
Cinema for a special 
screening of the film.

7 pm at Brooklyn Heights 
Cinema [70 Henry St. at 
Orange Street in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
596–7070,  www.brook-
lynheightscinema.com ]. 
$15–$18.50.

WEDNESDAY
December 18

Mix master
Mix-tapes are not just 
for teenage crushes. 
Make 20 copies of 
your own (it can be a 
CD, but tapes are 
cooler), then bring 
them to the “Holiday 
Mixtape Swap” party 
hosted by creative 
collective BLANKS. 
You will walk out with 
20 new mix-tapes to 
take home — then 
you just have to 
locate a tape player. 
Make sure to RSVP. 

8 pm at Splitty [415 
Myrtle Ave. between 
Vanderbilt and Clinton 
avenues in Fort Greene, 
(718) 643–2867,  www.
facebook.com/blank-
snyc ].
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See 9 DAYS on page 8
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beer garden / bar / restaurant / event space

555 7th Avenue Park Slope, Brooklyn 

December/January 
Party Special

$35/Person
Open Bar & Appetizers

Contact greenwoodparkbk@gmail.com

holiday decor  family friendly 
cozy heat lamps & fi replace 

full catering menu with seasonal fare 

Voted Best Beer Garden in New York Magazine

Where are you having your 
Holiday Party?

Sandwiches, fresh salads, falafel, etc.

718-832-3400
(between 7th and 8th streets)

www.istanbulparkny.com 

Please bring coupon. Expires Dec. 30, 2013

First-Time 
Customer

Second-Time 
Customer

next purchase

(depends on location)

Istanbul Park is glad to serve you 
Turkish & Mediterranean food in great portions!

Mute monologue: Comedian and monologist Daniel Kitson has 
new show at St. Ann’s Warehouse, “Analog.Ue”‚ but word on the 
street is that he doesn’t mutter a single syllable.
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Clear Healthy Skin
  isn’t it time you call?
Medical Services we accept:
GHI, HIP, 1199, AETNA, CIGNA, UNITED, OXFORD, 
HORIZON, HEALTHNET, MEDICARE, BLUE CROSS, 
MAGNACARE, AMERICHOICE, ELDERPLAN

Cosmetic Services  Botox, Restylane, 
Juvederm, Radiesse, Sculptra, Laser Hair Removal, 
Laser Tattoo Removal, Laser Vein Removal, Torn 
Earlobe Repair, Keloid Surgery…

Coolsculpting  Trim Fat, No Needles, No Downtime

254 Prospect Park West, Park Slope
136 West 17th Street, NYC

Javier Zelaya, MD
Verna Broughton, PA 718.832.3313

GRAND OPENING DECEMBER 10TH!!!

PRIVATE ROOM AVAILABLE 
HAPPY HOUR IS ALL DAY, EVERY DAY AT THE BAR 

Breakfast is served every Saturday & Sunday, 8 a.m.–1 p.m.

Buy One, Get One FREE 
(of equal value or less) 

Brooklyn Tradition 
Only Valid on Sat. and Sun., 8 a.m.–1 p.m.

One coupon per table or group (not valid on 
split checks). Not to be combined with other 

offers. Must present this coupon.  
Expires 01/31/14. 

Buy One, Get One FREE 
(of equal value or less) 

Brooklyn Tradition 
Only Valid on Sat. and Sun., 8 a.m.–1 p.m.

One coupon per table or group (not valid on 
split checks). Not to be combined with other 

offers. Must present this coupon.  
Expires 01/31/14. 

FREE 
1/2 Onion Loaf 

With Purchase Of  
Any Entree.

One coupon per table 
or group (not valid on 

split checks). Not to be 
combined with other offers. 
Must present this coupon. 

Expires 01/31/14. 

FREE 
Mini Dessert 
With Purchase Of  

Any Entree.

One coupon per table 
or group (not valid on 

split checks). Not to be 
combined with other offers. 
Must present this coupon. 

Expires 01/31/14. 

FREE 
Steak Flatbread 

With Purchase Of  
Any Two Entrees of $16 or 

Higher Value.

One coupon per table 
or group (not valid on 

split checks). Not to be 
combined with other offers. 
Must present this coupon. 

Expires 01/31/14. 

 

718-623-TONY (8669)

By Jaime Lutz
The Brooklyn Paper

I
t is a lesson in the beauty of con-
cision, led by a master.

Award-winning poet Sonia 
Sanchez, who is known for taking on 
traditional poetic formats to express 
politically-charged and progressive 
ideas, is coming to the Brooklyn 
Museum to lead a workshop on art 
of the haiku on Dec. 14.

“Haiku is Ms. Sanchez’s chosen 
medium for engaging with the idea 
of peace,” said Elisabeth Callihan, 
the Adults Program Manager at the 
Brooklyn Museum. “She believes 
that the haiku form is inherently 
non-violent in its intent and struc-
ture and engenders beauty, seren-
ity, and brief reflection.”

During the session, Sanchez will 
give budding poets in the workshop 
time to write their own peace-themed 
haiku (quick refresher — the first 
line is five syllables, the second is 
seven, the third is five), and then re-
ceive input from the group. She will 

also talk about finding the space to 
write — something that can be diffi-
cult for a writer with a day job.

In honor of the event, we decided 
to tackle our own haikus — ripped 

from the headlines of this very pa-
per. There is not a lot of peace in 
Brooklyn, but there is a ton of poetic 
inspiration. Shall we compare Marty 
Markowitz to a summer’s day?

 The Crack 
Who did crack that crack?
Was not Whole Foods, says Whole-

Foods
But she knows better
 Only in Bensonhurst 
Emmy in the trash,
Hidden under stale pizza:
World’s greatest story
 A Tale 
Two post offices, each
inspires a diff’rent mood: 
One loved, one despised
 Berkeley Place 
What goes bump in the
night? This Slope block, where 

houses
shake, few children run
 Landmark 
The eight-eight precinct
Stands tall, its turret safe from
Forest City’s ilk
Haiku Workshop with Sonia San-

chez at the Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Parkway near Grand Army 
Plaza in Crown Heights, (718) 501–
6331,  www.brooklynmuseum.org ]. 
Dec. 14 at 2 pm. $20.

A lesson on how to do a haiku
Famed poet leads workshop at the Brooklyn Museum

She is a poet and we know it: Poet Sonia Sanchez is leading a 
workshop focusing on the art of the Haiku.
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F
or the crime-story aficionado 
on your holiday list, it is hard to 
imagine a better gift than Brendan 

Leach’s “Iron Bound,” a graphic novel 
from Brooklyn indie-comics power-
house Secret Acres. “Iron Bound” of-
fers the reader immersion in the milieu 
of 1961 New Jersey greaser gangs — 
outlaw kids forging adult identities 
in the same working-class neighbor-
hood in which they grew up.

It is a richly rendered world. The 
novel’s tensions hinge on relationships 
and personalities, but there are also 
plenty of fights; fights that look and 
feel far more the like real thing than 
do most presentations of the subject. In 
Leach’s hands, highly complex, rapid, 
and simultaneous actions by multiple 
people are conveyed clearly — some-
thing graphic novels can do better than 
any other medium. 

One particularly glorious gang brawl 
comes with a phonograph-ready, de-
tachable flexi-disc soundtrack, a gim-
mick evocative of period movie theaters’ 

experiments with “Smell-O-Vision” 
and buzzing seats.

Most of the book is high-contrast 
black-and-white with pools of stark, 

outer-space blackness. Leach’s ge-
ometry is bold and confident. Low-
ceilinged bar-rooms, narrow alleys 
and cramped sedans explode out in 

divergent angles that invite the eye 
in while cogently placing each ele-
ment relative to the space.

Although “Iron Bound” does not wal-
low in period kitsch, much of the story 
occurs in and around late-’50s cars, ren-
dered with affection and personality. 
When a trio of violent female hoodlums 
roll onto the scene in a ’59 Impala, its 
squinting lights and wild fins seem to 
foreshadow their intentions.

For all its thrills, “Iron Bound” is 
anchored by realistic characters — 
think Scorsese, not Tarantino. What 
binds these bad boys is not just the iron 
of place and relationship, but a subtler 
prison, built brick by brick from seem-
ingly minor decisions. The plot does 
not go anywhere unconventional, but 
watching these hoodlums try to wrest 
their fates from the larger forces around 
them makes for a gripping read.

Available at Bergen Street Com-
ics [470 Bergen St. at Flatbush Av-
enue in Park Slope, (718) 230–5600, 
 www.bergenstreetcomics.com ]. 

“February Houses,” named af-
ter the 20th-century Brooklyn arts 
commune, reviews noteworthy lit-
erature from Brooklyn publishers. 
To send books for review, contact 
xjulesbentleyx@gmail.com

Contains graphic scenes
‘Iron Bound’ draws on Jersey’s greser gangs

By Jules Bentley

Greaser graphics: Brendan Leach’s “Iron Bound” is set amidst 
New Jersey greaser gangs in the early ’60s.
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345 Court Street (at Union Street)
For reservations (718) 852-5015
Website: MarcoPoloRistorante.com

CHRISTMAS EVE MENU
ANTIPASTO

Crudo Di Mare
Chilled Shrimp, clams, & oysters served with 

Calamari E Gamberi
Fried Calamari & Shrimp served with 

Antipasto Caldo

Zuppa Di Granchio

Tre Colore Salad

Insalata Di Mare

Insalata Di Mele

Insalata D’ Aragosta

PRIMI PIATTI

Risotto Venere

Gnocchi Al Pomodoro

Cappellini Con Polpa Di Granchio

Cavatelli con Carciofi

Ravioli Di Magro

SECONDI PIATTI

Filetto di Trota

Astice Fra’ Diavolo

Costata Di Manzo

Baccala’ Alla Livornese

Salmone Tornado

Petto di Pollo con Pere

Pollo con Portobello

DESSERT

Amaretto Flan

Tartufi Al Cioccolato

SemiFreddo Al Pistacchio

Dolcetti Di Natale
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BAR SCRAWL By Bill Roundy

The Great Georgiana (248 Dekalb Ave. at Vanderbilt Avenue in Fort 
Greene. No phone). Open Sun–Wed, 5 pm–2 am; Thu–Sat, 5 pm–4 am.

advance). 9 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com.

SAT, DEC. 21
MUSIC, HARRY POTTER 

YULE BALL: With Harry 
and the Potters, The Potter 
Puppet Pals, Lauren Fair-
weather, and more. $18. 6 
pm. Bell House [149 Sev-
enth St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643–6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 

MUSIC, “AN R&B CHRIST-
MAS”: Featuring the 
music of The Drifters, The 
Coasters, The Shirelles, 
and more. $36–$45. 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Center for the 
Performing Arts at Brook-
lyn College [2900 Campus 
Rd., between Amersfort 
Place and Kenilworth Place 
in Midwood, (718) 951–
4500], www.brooklyncen-
teronline.org. 

PARTY LIKE IT’S 1999: A 
Titanic December Edition: 
Dance party celebrating 
the fi lm by playing the best 
mix of pop, rock, hip-hop, 
and R&B from the 1990s. 
Free. 10 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 6

By Megan Riesz
The Brooklyn Paper

M
ona is the most an-
noying pregnant 
woman you have 

ever met — and you just 
cannot get rid of her.

Such is the premise of  
the cheekily-titled “See 
You Next Tuesday,” Drew 
Tobia’s dark, Brooklyn-based 
dramedy chronicling the dys-
functional life of a friendless 
mother-to-be, which is set to 
screen at the Brooklyn Acad-
emy of Music on Dec. 14 after 
a whirlwind tour abroad.

Filmed in Greenpoint, 
Sunset Park, and Bushwick, 
the film seeks to explore the 
flimmaker’s own stories about 
family and relationships, all 
against the background of the 
quickly-gentrifying Green-
point, where Tobia previously 

resided. At times, it can be 
squirm-in-your-chair view-
ing. Audiences are treated 
to cringe-inducing scenes 
such as Mona (Eleanore Pi-
enta) pooping into a bag in 
a moment of panic, and her 
sister repeatedly and drunk-
enly referring to her fed-up 
black girlfriend by a racial 
slur. According to Tobia, it is 
a film that relies and thrives 
on familial and racial conflict 
— much like the borough in 
which it is set.

“There’s a lot of dif-
ferent kinds of characters 
coming together and dif-
ferent worlds being forced 
upon each other,” Tobia 
said. “Conflict some-
times arises not neces-
sarily because of that, 
but also when someone 
like Mona comes in and 
stirs up the pot.”
Tobia was inspired to make 

“See You Next Tuesday” af-
ter coming across one of Pi-
enta’s photography projects 
featuring a pregnant woman 
named Mona who was afraid 
of flies infecting her unborn 
baby. With Pienta’s okay, To-
bia took the character for his 
film and transformed her into 
a wild, cigarette-smoking gro-
cery store clerk with an attitude 
like nails on a chalkboard.

“It’s not easy material, but 
I think it’s an honest portrait,” 

G’point grown
Celebrated Brooklyn fi lm 
fi nally gets borough premiere

the actress said.
After penning a script and 

adding Mona’s sister and al-
coholic mother to the mix, To-

bia had a recipe for engross-
ing dysfunction. The crew 
filmed the whole project in 
three weeks, then toured 

the film to festivals such as 
the Chicago Underground 
Film Festival and London 
Film Festival, where it was 
enthusiastically received. 
Now “See You Next Tues-
day” is finally coming home 
to Brooklyn, where it will 
screen in the borough for the 
first time at the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music’s avant-
garde film festival, “Migrat-
ing Forms,” which is incorpo-
rating a more diverse line-up 
of films this year.

“I think we unconsciously 
shied away from films that 
were working the under-
ground film circuit as we 
were developing an inde-
pendent identity for the festi-
val, but our goal has always 
been inclusivity,” said fes-
tival curator Nellie Killian. 
“The only requirement for 
inclusion is that the film is 
good — and ‘See You Next 
Tuesday’ is great.”

Crazy eyes: “See You Next Tuesday” follows a 
young pregnant woman who is falling apart at the 
seams.
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“See You Next Tuesday” 
at Brooklyn Academy 
of Music [30 Lafayette Ave. 
between Ashland Place and 
St. Felix Street in Fort Greene, 
(718) 636–4100,  www.bam.org ], 
Dec. 14 at 9:45 pm. $13.

F I L M

DECEMBER  14 • 15

AMERICAN FINE

SAT/ SUNDAY  11-6
Adults $12 • Seniors $11 • Students $6
Children under 10 free • Cash only at the door

Bunnell

jewelry
metal
wood
glass
leather
ceramic
furniture
mixed media
decorative fiber
wearable fiber

90 
Juried 
Artists

Original
Handmade
Beautiful

BrooklynCraftShow.com

• THIS WEEKEND • THIS WEEKEND • 

Show Admission 
Includes General 
Museum Access 

Purchase Tickets Online Now!

Park

Sponsored by the
Graham Avenue Business Improvement District
grahamavenuebid.net

Special Sidewalk Sale Days 
& Santa Visits

Every weekend thru December 25th

Santa Shops
Graham Avenue

Santa Shops
Graham Avenue

So Why Don’t You?
Graham Avenue from Broadway to Boerum Street,  

Flushing Avenue, Debevoise & Moore Streets

Santa on a Genuine Vintage NYC Bus

By train:

By bus:
By car: 

Walk ... or Peddle ... use our bike racks

See our website for further information: GrahamAvenueBID.net

180
 

Bring your 

cameras! 
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ible,” said New York Road 
Runners spokeswoman Laura 
Paulus. “There’s always go-
ing to be different runners 
concerned with time who are 
not going to wear anything 
that weighs them down — 
but so many of the kids took 
this as a fun run.”

Some of the kids even ran 
in the four-mile Jingle Bell 
Jog, either alongside their 
parents or by themselves, 
Paulus said.

“It’s such a great experi-
ence,” said 13-year-old Han-
nah Sobel.

The run and jog raised 
more than $200,000 for New 

2014 is just around the corner, 
and my resolution is, once again, 
to take better care of myself—
particularly in regards to my heart 
health, as there is a history of heart 
disease in my family. My friends are 
nudging me to go in for a checkup, 
which I haven’t done in years. Are 
checkups really that valuable? How 
much really useful information do 
they provide?

Your friends are right to nudge! When 
it comes to getting a yearly physical, 
visiting the doctor every twelve months 
is just as important as visiting the doc-
tor during an illness, especially when it 
comes to heart health. Heart disease 
has been the leading cause of death 
in America for almost 100 years, and 
a yearly physical examination can play 
a significant role in reducing your long 
term risk.

One of the primary goals of yearly 
checkups is to establish a baseline re-
cord for your health, and to identify 
serious illnesses or risk factors so they 
can be addressed early. Only 45 million 
American adults get a yearly physical, 
but about 80 million Americans have 
a heart condition such as high blood 
pressure or unhealthy cholesterol lev-
els that could be identified during a 

physical examination. Many risk fac-
tors—including family history—can 
be substantially mitigated with lifestyle 
changes and, if necessary, medication.  
Left untreated, any heart condition may 
increase the risk of coronary heart dis-
ease, heart failure, or other life-threat-
ening illnesses. 

It’s good that you’re interested in your 
heart health, but don’t forget that a 
physical exam is also the starting point 
for identifying and treating conditions 
in many other areas of the body as well. 
Not all physicians will conduct examina-
tions in the same manner, but physicals 
should have common elements. These 
include examination of your lungs for 
respiratory function, your head and 
neck for bumps and abnormalities, 
and your skin for any nodes or spots 
that might merit further examination. 
Depending on your medical history, 
age and sex, your doctor may suggest 
additional health screenings such as a 
mammogram or colonoscopy. 

If you are one of the 175 million Amer-
icans who did not get a physical exami-
nation in the past 12 months, there is 
no time like the present. So if you’re 
looking to be healthy in 2014 and be-
yond, do yourself a favor, and schedule 
a check-up right away. 

By Terrence Sacchi, M.D., Chief of Cardiology 
New York Methodist Hospital

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 

Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

Continued from page 1

RUN...

for his role in leading a rev-
olutionary group seeking 
to abolish South Africa’s 
apartheid system of white 
supremacy. A few years af-
ter his release, Mandela be-
came the first black president 
of the country and disman-
tled apartheid.

The Brooklyn memorial 
included choirs, a jazz per-
formance by pianist  Randy 
Weston, and a speech from 
Daughtry on what Mandela 
taught the world.

“He sent a message not 
only to forgive, but how to 
make your enemies your 
friends,” Daughtry said.

Continued from page 1

MANDELA...“It was every weekend and 
the community got tired of 
it, and so politicians decided 
on a compromise.”

The move will free up Sun-
days, but Smorgasburg will 
continue operating on Satur-
days as part of the deal. Bur-
kan predicted peace at last, 
starting next spring. On Sun-

days, at least.
“I think everyone will enjoy 

a relaxing place,” Burkan said. 
“Not a place with thousands 
of people buying stuff.

The bazaar’s other lo-
cations will remain in op-
eration, including  the just-
opened indoor winter market 
in a nearby N. Fifth Street 
warehouse .

The dedicated haters 
may not have undone the 
lane changes, but the num-
bers depict a more compli-
cated reality than the hunky-
dory story touted by the city 
and safe streets advocates. In 
the two years before the road 
re-jiggering, the thorough-
fare registered 117 crashes, 
including 18 that caused inju-

ries according to the stats. In 
the two years after the instal-
lation, those figures ticked 
up slightly, to 126 crashes, 
also causing 18 injuries, the 
records show, though the De-
partment of Transportation 
contends that the data say less 
than they could because the 
department does not record 
the severity of wounds.

But the crashes were 
largely car-on-car, with only 
three cyclists struck by driv-
ers in the two years after the 
installation, up one from the 
two years before despite the 
1,150 bikers plying the path 
daily nowadays, according to 
the data. Instances of drivers 
hitting pedestrians dropped 
in the same period, to four 
from six pre-bike path. And 
no bikes hit walkers in the en-
tire four-year period, at least 
not hard enough to merit a 
police report, the numbers 
show.

The data do not record 
crashes in 2013, but in Oc-
tober of this year, a van driver 
killed a 12-year-old boy who 
tripped in the road, prompt-
ing  his parents and activists  
to  demand the speed limit 
be lowered to 20 miles-per-
hour  on Prospect Park West 
and residential streets city-
wide.

Tragedy and go-slow cam-
paign aside, path proponents 
remain adamant that Pros-
pect Park West is now a much 
less stressful place to pedal 
and walk along.

“We could argue about 
data until the cows come 
home, but what purpose 
would that serve?” said Craig 
Hammerman, district man-
ager for Community Board 
6. “Do people feel safer on 
Prospect Park West right now, 
as opposed to prior to the in-
stallation? Numbers only tell 
half the story — perception 
the other half.”

City statistics compiled in 
the six months after the in-
stallation show that the path 
has done plenty to make the 
park-side stretch a haven for 
pedestrians and cyclists. 
Speeding on the roadway is 
down from three-quarters of 
all cars to one-fifth and side-
walk riding has all but disap-
peared, according to city fig-
ures. And —this is a big one 

— the tripling of bike traf-
fic while crashes held steady 
means the street is three times 
safer to bike on. 

But when asked to react 
to facts that paint the green 
route as anything other than 
a traffic design Xanadu, path 
partisans inevitably redi-
rected the conversation to 
their foes.

“The folks suing the De-
partment of Transportation 
over the bike lane have a 
very odd way of interpret-
ing data,” said Eric Mc-
Clure, co-founder of Park 
Slope Neighbors, at a town 
hall meeting on Dec. 2. “It’s 
basically that they exclude 
anything that makes their 
point of view look worse and 
only include things that make 
their point of view seem like 
it’s true.”

Two thirds of New York-
ers voiced their support for 
outgoing Mayor Bloomberg’s 
bike lane blitz in an August 
New York Times poll.

Continued from page 1

BIKES...

York Road Runners, which 
funds school-based running 
teams and youth fitness pro-
grams. 

“The festive spirit and 
young runners that distin-
guish the event promote 
New York Road Runner’s 

vision of making running 
a part of every child’s daily 
life and illustrate how run-
ning empowers people of all 
ages to be healthy and ful-
filled,” said Road Runners 
youth manager Cliff Sper-
ber in a statement. 

Continued from page 1

FLEA...

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E

Scott Stringer delivers tenth annual Joseph Silver, MD
Memorial Lecture at New York Methodist Hospital
Manhattan Borough President 

and New York City Comptroller-
Elect Scott Stringer delivered the 
Tenth Annual Joseph Silver, M.D., 
Memorial Lecture Tuesday, Decem-
ber 10. Past speakers include New 
York City Mayor-Elect Bill de Blasio 
and United States Senators for New 
York Charles Schumer and Kirsten 
Gillibrand. The annual lecture is 
given in honor of the late Dr. Joseph 
Silver, longtime chief of orthopedics 
at NYM, and older brother of Shel-
don Silver, speaker of the New York 
State Assembly. Stringer’s speech fo-
cused on how grassroots initiatives, 
including his office’s “Go Green” 
programs, can address public health 
issues affecting New York City com-
munities. He was joined at the lec-
ture by Speaker Silver, NYM CEO 
and President Mark Mundy, and the 
Hospital’s Chairman of Surgery and 
Cardiothoracic Surgery Anthony 
Tortolani, M.D.

By Jaime Lutz
The Brooklyn Paper

The impending closure 
of a Clinton Hill post office 
could make the routine task 
of sending a letter a long-dis-
tance slog, elderly neighbors 
of the doomed drop-box de-
pot said at a meeting of a local 
panel last Thursday night.

Seniors from an apartment 
complex around the corner 
from the Myrtle Avenue post 
office pleaded with officials 
at a Community Board 2 
meeting to keep the mail-
boxes close at hand, saying 

that they depend on them in 
a way younger generations 
do not understand.

“Not everyone is on com-
puters and e-mail,” said Bre 
Emery, a resident of the 
Willoughby Walk Co-Op 
on Willoughby Avenue be-
tween Hall Street and Em-
erson Place. “And not only 
that, a post office is essen-
tial to the neighborhood. It’s 
everything.”

The Clinton Hill mail 
house  has to move next year, 
as does its Boerum Hill coun-
terpart , though no one at the 
meeting advocated for sav-

By Jaime Lutz
The Brooklyn Paper

One Boerum Hill school 
is teaching kids about ero-
sion  — by slimming down 
its science program.

PS 261 lost one of its 
two science teachers over 
the summer and has not yet 
found a replacement. The 
hole leaves a bunch of kin-
dergartners, first graders, and 
fifth graders without a spe-
cial science program, say par-
ents who want the slot filled 
as soon as possible.

“We are all disappointed 
that [the former science 
teacher] has not been re-
placed yet,” said Lucinda 

Taking a bite out of science
Boerum Hill school’s class cut experiment scares parents

Seniors: Keep post offi ce close
nience their complex has 
enjoyed for more three de-
cades.

“We’re kind of spoiled,” 
said Barbara Hill. 

The postal service could 
get a break from the landlords 
of both post office buildings 
in the form of lease exten-
sions, but the operations def-
initely have to find new digs 
sometime soon, said Commu-
nity Board 2 District Man-
ager Robert Perris.

The postal service plans 
to relocate the post offices 
within their zip codes and 
will likely rent from private 
owners, Perris said. Such ar-
rangements are increasingly 
common for the agency, ac-
cording to Perris.

ing that  notoriously dirty 
and disorganized facility . 
The post offices’ leases run 
out in February and May, re-
spectively, leaving little time 
for packing up and moving 
the massive operations that 
mail agency representatives 
said they still have not found 
new homes for.

The uncertainty about 
where the Clinton Hill op-
eration will land has the old-
sters who rely on it worried 
about what long walks the 
future could bring, but they 
admit that not everybody can 
access the kind of conve-

The 524 Myrtle Ave. post office in Clinton Hill is 
being forced to relocate.
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PS 261 on Dean Street in Boerum Hill lost a science 
teacher this summer and has not replaced him.
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time instructor, who is able to 
teach the extra class to only 
about half of the youngsters 
who had been taking it, ac-
cording to Rachel Porter, the 
vice president of the Parent 
Teacher Association. 

Homeroom teachers are 
picking up the slack, but only 
to a point, Porter said. 

“[Students] are getting 
as much science as the core 
curriculum mandates,” Por-
ter said, adding that she does 
not know for sure the qual-
ity has gotten worse.

Porter said that a lack of 
resources are to blame.

Many parents were re-
luctant to speak on the re-

cord about the saga of the 
lost science teacher for fear 
it would hurt their school’s 
reputation. One parent, who 
asked to remain anonymous, 
said that friends from other 
countries cannot believe that 
the spot has remain unfilled 
for so long.

“My European friends and 
Asian friends are laughing at 
us for this,” the parent said. 
“I don’t know how, in this 
economy, it’s hard to find a 
part-time science teacher in 
New York City.”

The Department of Educa-
tion and the principal of PS 
261 did not return requests 
for comment. 

Rosenfeld, the mother of a 
kindergartner and a second 
grader at the public elemen-
tary school.

The departure of part-
timer Carmelo Piazza, known 
in class as Carmelo the Sci-
ence Fellow, left just one full-

By Megan Riesz
The Brooklyn Paper

William Bratton will 
take the reigns as the city’s 
top lawman once again, 
Mayor-elect Bill DeBlasio 
announced last Thursday at 
the Red Hook Justice Com-
munity Center.

Bratton served as police 
commissioner under former 
mayor Rudy Giuliani from 
1994 until 1996, when the 

police chief resigned while 
under investigation by the 
city for a book deal and ac-
cepting free flights from a 
billionaire tycoon. The two 
butted heads over who should 
take credit for a drop in crime 
and Bratton said the ethics 
probe was politically moti-
vated. Before he skedaddled, 
Bratton implemented Comp-
stat, the numbers-driven ap-
proach to law enforcement 

DeBlasio picks Bratton
that critics say pushes cops 
to downplay serious crimes 
and proponents, such as out-
going commissioner Ray 
Kelly, hail for driving the 
dramatic drop-off of vio-
lence around the city over 

the past 20 years. 
This time around, Brat-

ton said he will try to main-
tain low crime rates, fend off 
terrorists, and fine-tune the 
controversial stop-and-frisk 
program. William Bratton
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2 blocks from B. Bridge Park Pier 6 Playgrnd 
2 floors Restaurant and Play Space 
81 Atlantic Ave (@Hicks)  718-923-9710  
Mon-Wed 10am—6:30pm,  
Thurs-Sun 10am — 8:30pm  
Www.themoxiespot.com 

THE 

SPOT 

Come Together  
with Family & Friends 

Singalongs $5/child, Otherwise 2nd Floor Play Fee $2.50/child 
$5 max Play fees per family, $2.50 play fee waived with each $15 food purchase 

 Thursdays are FUN!  
Concert & Balloon Twisting 4-6p, $15/family suggstd 

Family Disco Movie Night, Bingo Night! 

NIGHT 

Wii Night 

Singalongs DAY Storytimes Dance Around 

“Best Restaurant Play Room”- TimeOut 
NY Kids! 

Live Music Every Saturday Night! 9:30PM - 2AM 

ACOUSTIC OPEN MIC NIGHT 
Beer - Wine - Drink Specials - Kitchen open until 1am - 

at The Moxie Spot Restaurant 
www.facebook.com/shindigbrooklyn 
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I ’ve learned that distance 
isn’t what it used to be 
during my daughter’s first 

semester at college. It is not 
that the length of a mile has 
mysteriously shortened, but 

rather the sense of space be-
tween home and school has 
shrunk. There are so many 
ways for me to keep up with 
her and what she is doing that 
she might as well be down the 

block, not in another state.
Comparing her experience 

to my own 30-some years ago, 
cellphones and e-mail are the 
most obvious game chang-
ers. When I went off to col-

At a distance from her college life
lege, if my par-
ents wanted to 
reach me, they 
had to call a 
public phone, 
hope someone 
sober would 
answer, leave 
a message that 

By Scott Sager

The 
Dad

I might or might not get, and 
then wait for me to call back. 
And that often took days. 

Mail was even slower, 
sending off a letter that 
would take three days to 
reach me and then at least 
as long for a reply. We sched-
uled once-a-week talks that 
lasted five minutes or less 
because long distance was 
so pricey.

Today, I expect my 
daughter is reachable 24-7, 
by text, e-mail or cell, and 
she expects the same of me. 
Whether it is to say when she 
is arriving home or to ask 
for her winter coat, we can 
be in regular contact. 

My wife loves this, relish-
ing the access to our girl’s 
exciting college life through 
regular communications and 

various social media. But I’m 
not so sure.

It’s one thing to see a 
picture of my girl and her 
roommates in their Hallow-
een costumes (“How fun!”) 
or to check on the score of 
her rugby game (“How ex-
citing!”), but quite another 
to read her friends’ com-
ments about the morning 
after a particularly wild 
party (“TMI!”).

One of the benefits and 
purposes of being away at 
school is having your deeds 
shielded from parental scru-
tiny. A freedom of college 
is not having someone tell-
ing you to turn off your light 
when you are up at 2 am ar-
guing with friends about 
whether it makes a differ-
ence to the arc of  “Harry 

Potter” that Dumbledore 
is gay.

What my daughter and 
I are supposed to be build-
ing are boundaries, defining 
what is her private life and 
what is shared. We may dis-
agree about where this divi-
sion should fall, but that’s part 
of the process. I would like 
to know when she is visit-
ing friends at another uni-
versity, and she might feel 
this is none of my business. 
We will work this out.

I have set up some rules to 
help me with this: avoid reg-
ular checks of social media 
and never comment or “like” 
anything; e-mail only impor-
tant information or questions 
requiring answers; call only 
when I need an answer now 
or when a discussion is nec-
essary. 

For the rest of the stuff I 
want to tell my girl — the 
dog got sick, the dryer is bro-
ken, the million little things 
about life at home — I send 
her a letter. I is a retro thing 
to do, I know, but it makes 
the distance meaningful, like 
it used to be.

into a small, piney empire.
Parke’s Christmas tree stands, which also offer wreaths, 

garlands, and maple syrup, all from Vermont, are also 
planted in Carroll Gardens, Windsor Terrace, Brooklyn 
Heights, and Dumbo. He recommends the balsam-Fraser 
hybrids for their soft foliage and “beautiful scent.”

Prices: $10 per foot of height up to seven feet
Tree types: Fraser fir, balsam fir, white pine, balsam-

Fraser hybrids
Fresh Vermont Holiday Trees at All Saints Church 

(286-88 Seventh Ave. at Seventh Street in Park Slope).

Continued from page 1

TREES...

By Jaime Lutz
The Brooklyn Paper

Dominick C. has been sell-
ing Christmas trees for 20 
years as a part of the Union 
Trees company. The outfit 
hawks firs in Williamsburg’s 
Macri Triangle, a stone’s 
throw from Union Hall and 
the other rowdy bars near the 
Lorimer stop.

The seller, who asked that 
his last name not be used, 
chose the location based on 
its proximity to the Mount 
Carmel church, which has 
a partnership with the op-
eration, but Dominick finds 
the people in Williamsburg 
plenty amusing, too.

“It’s just humorous to see 
how couples — one person 
will want one thing and one 
person will want another,” 
he said. “Usually the guy 
gives up fast — at least the 
smart ones.”

Work duties are split 

to Brooklyn, and the Macri 
Triangle business begins — 
with the okay of the Parks 
Department in the form of a 
$926 permit. Dominick gen-
erally only sells Fraser fir 
trees, his favorite.

“It holds up well, so if you 
get it right after Thanksgiv-
ing or right before, through 
the New Year you should 
not have a problem with it,” 
he said. 

Happy hunting.
Trees run 2-to-15 feet.
Prices: $100 on average
Source: North Carolina 

and Canada
Fun fact: Union Trees 

donates roughly 200 trees 
to churches and needy 
families every year, accord-
ing to the company head.

Christmas tree shop-
ping at Union Trees (Macri 
Triangle, Union Avenue at 
Metropolitan Avenue in 
Williamsburg).

way, for hundreds of peo-
ple who gathered from all 
over the tri-state area de-
spite the arctic chill. The 
five-foot star and four cas-
cading beams of light are 
a hit so far, according to 
the clergy.

“A lot of people that 
grew up in the area or 
Brooklyn know the star 
from passing it on the 
highway,” said John Heyer, 
pastoral associate for the church. “A lot of new people 
who lived in the area loved it, and we got a lot of positive 
feedback from people who just moved there.”

The annual star-lighting ceremony began in the 1950s 
but fizzled out after 2001, when a pastor decided not 
to put up the decoration in the wake of the Sept. 11 at-
tacks. The ornament sat in storage until Hurricane Sandy, 
which inspired Rev. Guy Massie to bring back the tra-
dition and invite everyone — not just Catholics — to 
watch the new celestial body light the sky.

“Lighting the Star of Hope this year is just another 
thing that makes Brooklyn so special,” Heyer said. “This 
is a place where everything is celebrated and everyone 
can find a home.”

Continued from page 1

STAR

Tree-t yourself in W’burg

Brady Beal shows off a tree at Union Trees on Macri 
Square in Williamsburg.
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among Dominick’s family 
and friends, who travel to 
farms in North Carolina and 
occasionally Canada a few 

times a year to check on the 
growing goods. Toward the 
beginning of winter, farm-
ers in those areas ship trees 

Kim Lacqua of Carroll 
Gardens and her dog 
Cosmo wait to see the 
star light up.
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By Jaime Lutz
The Brooklyn Paper

Next year will be a blue Christmas 
without Borough President Markow-
itz, according to Borough Hall regu-
lars at Tuesday night’s tree-lighting 
ceremony.

Speakers, including 84th Precinct 

Capt. Maximo Tolentino and Deputy 
Borough President Sandra Chapman, 
used the occasion to sing the praises 
of the Beep who has just a few short 
weeks left in office. The outgoing bor-
ough booster responded with a som-
ber soliloquy.

“Let me say goodbye to each and 
every one of you,” the man of the hour 

said. “I hope, in every way I could, I 
made your life a little better.”

Markowitz was a focus at the Christ-
mas event, but for the many children 
present, the garrulous suit-wearer 
was overshadowed by a heavy-hitting 
crewthat included Frosty the Snow-
man, a gingerbread man, and Santa 
Claus himself

Jingling out of offi ce
Marty prepares for civilian life at last tree lighting

(Left to right) Charmansli Francois, Jahzara Crawford and Zyair Kelly with their tree lighting goodies.
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FREE 
WHITENING FOR 
NEW PATIENTS!

 
with EXAM, X-RAYS & CLEANING
PPO insured Patients and non-insured patients

Offer expires 12/31/2013.

For
 Non-insured 

Patients: 
Cleaning, X-rays 

& Exam just $178*
(normally $350)

Offer expires 
12/31/2013.

Dental Implants $500 OFF with this ad
Must be presented to offi ce at time of consultation. Offer expires 12/31/2013.

Convenient Brooklyn Heights Location

RA F2 3 4 5

Most Major Insurance Plans Accepted, 
Medicaid  Accepted.

142 Joralemon St., Suite 6E 
Brooklyn, NY 11201

www.Brooklyndental.com 
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