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Call them the Department of 
Transformation.

Activists with the road safety 
group Right of Way strung up a bunch 
of fake 20-mile-per-hour speed limit 
signs last weekend in Fort Greene, 
Park Slope, and Greenpoint, neigh-
borhoods they say desperately need 
speed limit reductions to slow traf-
fic fatalities. The guerrilla signage is 

meant to build support for city road 
planners who want to squeeze driv-
ers, not to attack them for failing to 
lower the speed limit on city streets, 
the road warriors said.

“We’re not trying to turn anyone 
against the Department of Transpor-
tation — we’re trying to help them 
out,” said Right of Way organizer 
Keegan Stephan. “I hope that this 
event helps build momentum.”

Right of Way targeted neighbor-
hoods that the city has passed over for 
so-called “Slow Zone” designations 
that would have brought a 20-mile-
per-hour limit along with traffic-slow-
ing features such as speed humps. 
Neighborhoods including Prospect 

Heights,  Clinton Hill  and  Bedford-
Stuyvesant  were picked for the des-
ignation last year, with the city cit-
ing high rates of crashes and injuries, 
but the activists say the recent deaths 
of  9-year-old Lucian Merryweather , 
who was fatally hit by the driver of a 
Ford Explorer in Fort Greene in No-
vember, as well as Samuel Cohen Eck-
stein, who was killed by a motorist 
in October on Prospect Park West, 

SAFE AND SIGNED
Activists post new, fake 20-mile-per-hour speed limit signs

Fort Greene resident Taryn Crosby fastens one of many “20 is Plenty” signs 
crafted by the road safety group Right of Way.
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MEAN
Streets

The battle for Brooklyn’s byways

A huge chandelier hangs over the lobby of the historic Bossert 
Hotel on Montague Street in Brooklyn Heights.
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Beau Brooklyn

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

A freewheeling and free-admission 
Bushwick music venue will close at 
the end of March unless it can come 
up with several thousand bucks, ac-
cording to an insider.

For nine years Goodbye Blue Mon-
day refused to follow the tried-and-
true business model for concert halls 
— booking bands that have fans and 
charging for admission — and now the 
business owes the city $7,000 in fines 
that it would have to pay off before be-
ing able to renew its business license. 
Management says it is ready to throw 
in the bar towel.

“To quote the man [Goodbye Blue 
Monday] was named after, ‘so it goes…’” 

Goodbye, Goodbye Blue Monday
the venue wrote on its Facebook page last 
Thursday, referencing the author Kurt 
Vonnegut. “Goodbye Blue Monday is 
closing down at the end of the month 
unless we can find a buyer who wants to 
take over ownership before then.”

Numerous acts got their start in 
the club, including the indie sensa-
tion Vampire Weekend and the long-
running Bushwick Book Club concert 
series, where bands perform songs in-
spired by a different work of literature 
each month.

The venue has long maintained an 
open-booking policy and refused to 
charge a cover, opting instead to host 
shows by bands of all genres and skill 
levels and pay them by passing a hat 

Goodbye Blue Monday manager Sunday Wright, former employees 
Adam DePalma, Margaux Stetx, and current staffers David Erazo and 
Forbes Holden contemplate the likely closure of the Bushwick staple.
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By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

An historic Brooklyn Heights ho-
tel is on its way to becoming Brook-
lyn’s Waldorf Astoria all over again 
and, at a Purim party in the building 

last weekend, our photographer could 
not help but get shots of the impres-
sive restoration in progress. 

The storied Bossert Hotel, which 
sits on the corner of Montague and 

We go inside the Bossert Hotel, 
before it becomes hotel again

By Megan Riesz
The Brooklyn Paper

The city is slapping the new 
Gowanus Whole Foods with 
a second fine for letting an 
historic building it owns fall 
apart, a Landmarks Preserva-
tion Commission spokesper-
son reported.

The commission hit the 
mega-food retailer with a  $3,000 

fine in December  for failing to 
maintain the exterior of the Coi-
gnet building at Third Avenue 
and Third Street, which Whole 
Foods promised to fix up as part 
of a deal to allow it to build on 
the lot around it, but that ticket 
was dismissed on a technicality 
— the city forgot to bring a piece 
of paperwork to court, accord-
ing to a spokeswoman. Now, 

the fancy food-seller claims it 
started restoring the Coignet fa-
cade on March 10, but preser-
vationists are not buying it and 
are getting ready to cite the up-
scale grocer again, according 
to a city spokeswoman.

“It’s unfortunate,” said Land-
marks Preservation Commis-
sion rep Damaris Olivo about 

Whole paycheck!
City to cite megastore for neglect, again

By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

Brooklyn’s housing court, 
where judges are supposed to 
settle landlord-tenant arguments 
with an even hand, is doing lit-
tle more than helping building 
owners throw renters out on the 
street, according to activists and 
local pols.

A coalition of tenant organi-
zations and elected officials de-
scended on Borough Hall last 
Thursday evening to put hous-
ing court on trial with a mock 
hearing meant to send the mes-
sage that the system needs re-
form now.

“I think the housing court 

Housing court 
goes on trial
Tenants: The system is rigged

Ron Simon played the judge in a mock trial of housing 
court at Borough Hall. The verdict? Guilty of aiding and 
abetting bad landlords.
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Easy as

!
By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

She sang for her pi — and 
threw it, too.

A student whose jingle helped 
her memorize more than 125 digits 
of the infinitely long number that 
begins with “3.14” was allowed 
to smear a real pie in the face 

Yolanda Dunbar, an eighth grader and two-time winner of 
her school’s pi memorization contest, pies teacher Kristen 
LaPlante.
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By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Brooklyn chess whizzes and novices 
are about to get some les-
sons in strategy from one 
of the world’s most well-
known players.

Bruce Pandolfini, a 
United States Chess Fed-
eration national master 
and a contemporary of 
Bobby Fischer, began 
coaching in the borough 
last week. He is not doing 
it for the money or the glory, he said. 

“I do it because I love it,” said Pan-

dolfini, who grew up in Bensonhurst 
and Flatbush and now lives in Manhat-
tan. “Once you show a kid that she or he 

can do well at something 
like this, they can use it as 
a springboard to be good 
at other things.”

Pandolfini first got bit-
ten by the chess bug when 
he was a kid.

“I was walking through 
the Brooklyn Public Li-
brary when I was 13 and I 
came across the chess sec-

tion. I became obsessed with the figures 

MASTER CLASS
Chess great to teach in home boro

Bruce Pandolfini, a United States Chess Federation national master, 
is returning to his hometown borough to mentor young players.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
E

liz
ab

et
h 

G
ra

ha
m

By Megan Riesz
The Brooklyn Paper

They went green.
Emerald-clad kids and their par-

ents swarmed the neighborhood on 
Sunday for the 39th annual Brook-
lyn Saint Patrick’s Day Parade in 
Park Slope. It was a grand, green 
time, one first-time spectator and 
local business owner gushed.

“We had a blast,” said Thistle Hill 
Tavern and Pork Slope co-owner 
David Massoni, whose son Luca 
marched with his Windsor Terrace 
school PS 154. “My son was very 
proud. He was adamant about not 
quitting and finishing the march.”

The parade, which began at 15th 
Street and Prospect Park West and 
continued to Seventh Avenue and 
Garfield Place, boasted hundreds 
of Irish-step-dancers, bagpipe play-
ers, and flag-waving spectators who 
came out to celebrate Ireland’s pa-
tron saint.

The event also included a cere-
mony commemorating the heroes and 
victims of the Sept. 11 attacks.

Green 
day in 
Slope

(Top) Sloper Meaghan Salmon 
sports a neon green boa. (Above) 
Little Elvis gets into the spirit with 
green fur and a sweater.
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By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

What do mac and cheese, 
velvet Elvis paintings, and pots 
of chili have in common? They 
are all the building blocks of 
a career.

The Takedowns are a series 
of pub contests in which en-
trants take a ubiquitous food, 

like  mac and cheese  or meat-
balls, or a kitschy art form, 
like cat drawings or  velvet El-
vis paintings , and compete to 
come up with the tastiest or 
best-looking creation in a short 
time period. And the Bush-
wick resident behind the 
wacky events treats organiz-
ing them like it is his job — 
because it is.

“This is all I do now,” said 
Takedown organizer Matt 
Timms (pictured above). “I’m 
supposed to be an actor.”

The events started a decade 
ago as informal cook-offs in 
Timms’ Williamsburg pad. But 
soon he was hosting his unique 
brand of food face-offs in wa-
tering holes around the bor-

Takedowns taking off
From wacky cook-offs to a nightlife empire

Whole Foods neighbor Martin Bisi says the grocer has 
not lifted a finger to fix the old Coignet building.
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Timms started his pub contests with chili bake-offs at his 
apartment, needing little more than pot like this one. 
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See SIGNS  on page 11

See BLUE  on page 12

See BOSSERT  on page 11See WHOLE  on page 12

See COURT  on page 12 See PI  on page 14

See CHESS  on page 14

See CHILI  on page 13
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Comprehensive
Medical Excellence
Express Service to

131 year 
commitment 
to providing 
health care
to Brooklyn.

Quality Health Care.
Just a Stop Away.

Lutheran
 HealthCare

Interventional Neuroradiology

  (Biplane Technology)

Women’s Health

Primary Care

  (Level 3 Medical Home)

Rehabilitation

Cardiology

Orthopedics

Stroke and

  Neuroscience Center

Need help finding a physician?
Call 718-630-RXRX (7979)
www.LutheranHealthCare.org

150 55th Street
Brooklyn, New York 11220



The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-2500March 21–27, 2014 AWP  3

We believe it takes a Community...

Community Partnership 
Charter School

COME AND SEE WHAT COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP IS ALL ABOUT
INFORMATION SESSIONS AND SCHOOL TOURS

CPCS Lower School
Grades K-4

241 Emerson Pl.
Brooklyn, NY 11205

(Lafayette and Classon Ave)

SATURDAY, MARCH 8 @ 10:00AM
THURSDAY, MARCH 20 @ 9:00AM
THURSDAY, MARCH 27 @ 5:30PM

TO RSVP CALL 718-399-3824

CPCS Middle School 
Grades 5-8

114 Kosciuszko St. 
Brooklyn, NY 11216

(Bt. Nostrand and Marcy)

THURSDAY, MARCH 6 @ 5:00PM
SATURDAY, MARCH 8 @ 11:00AM

SATURDAY, MARCH 22 @ 10:00AM

TO RSVP CALL 718-636-3904

WE ARE ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR THE 
2014-2015 SCHOOL YEAR NOW!!!

APPLICATION DEADLINE APRIL 1, 2014
Visit www.cpcsschool.org for more information

1 School - 2 Locations

Kindergarten-8th Grade

The Nets continue to defy 
the odds.

Odds were that, following 
last summer’s painful first-
round exit to the severely 
depleted Chicago Bulls, 
the team’s blockbuster trade 
that brought in cagey veter-
ans Paul Pierce and Kevin 
Garnett would allow the Nets 
to rival the Heat and the Pac-
ers for the chance to repre-
sent the Eastern Conference 
in the NBA Finals. 

It has been well docu-
mented that odds-makers — 
and the rest of us — missed 
the mark on that prediction. 
Through the 2013 portion of 

Better odds for the Nets
B R O O K LY N  N E T S  C OV E R AG E

FRONT
COURT
By Tom LafeBy Tom Lafe

the season, the Nets stood at 
10–21, good for one of the five 
worst records in the NBA at 
that point.

Bookies took notice, and 
the line on the Nets winning 
the title fell to 100–1. 

In fact, anyone who 
looked at that team on Jan. 
1 — myself included — said, 
“So much for that experi-
ment. These guys are too 
old.”

Now it seems that all of us 
were wrong about this bunch 
of methodical, defensive-
minded veterans. 

The Nets have managed 
to turn it around to the point 
where they now have 50–1 
odds to win the NBA title, the 
third-best odds of any team in 
the Eastern Conference. 

The Nets stand at 34–31 
after Monday’s victory over 
the Suns, with only four of the 
17 remaining games coming 

against teams with winning 
records. The team’s 24–10 re-
cord since Jan. 1 is the con-
ference’s best, and includes 
a recent win at Miami with-
out Kevin Garnett and An-
drei Kirilenko, two of its best 
frontcourt defenders. 

It has been hard for Brook-
lyn to shake the stink of that 
opening 10–21 record from 
the collective perception, 
but maybe, over the next 17 
games, the Nets will be able 
to get right back to where 
the team was predicted to 
start. 

And maybe the odds-mak-
ers will have been right all 
along.

Tom Lafe is a 6-foot-5 
sports-world insider with a 
middling high school bas-
ketball career who believes 
the Nets will be driven by 
the success of the team’s 
big men.

Coach Jason Kidd’s 
Nets have defied the 
odds this season — for 
better and for worse.
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There is a thing called “old 
man game,” and Paul Pierce 
is its master.

The 36-year-old can’t jump 
like he used to, nor can he at-
tack the basket with youth-
ful abandon. But like many 
NBA greats, The Truth has 
added nuances and shortcuts 
over time, finding new ways 
to beat his opponent as his 
body declines.

When Pierce arrived from 
Boston in the offseason along-
side his veteran partner in 
crime Kevin Garnett, how he 
would fit the Nets’ system was 
a bit murky. The team already 
had Joe Johnson, a 6-feet-7 for-
mer All-Star known for cre-
ating his own shot.

Pierce struggled early in 
the season, along with most of 
his fellow Nets, and whether 
his time in Brooklyn would 
be a bust — he’s only under 
contract through the end of 
this season — became a very 
real question.

In the last two months, 
however, Pierce has shown 
why he was so successful 
for all those years up North, 

The Truth is, he was worth it
ing 47 percent from three-
point range — proof that his 
eyesight is holding up.

But the most important 
thing Pierce gives this Nets 
team doesn’t show up in box 
scores — except when it does. 
His competitive drive and his 
ability to rise to the occasion 
gives Brooklyn an edge in 
big games that simply wasn’t 
there during the 2012–13 sea-
son. In three games (all wins) 
so far against the defending 
champion Miami Heat, Pierce 
has dropped 19, 23 and, most 
recently, a classic 29-point 
performance last week.

Before the season began, 
many thought Garnett would 
be the main source of intan-
gibles like passion and lead-
ership that the Nets sorely 
lacked last year, only to 
watch his impact muted by 
injuries and a drastic regres-
sion in his play. Thankfully, 
Pierce has been able to pick 
up the slack, and turn back the 
clock when it matters most. 
As the playoffs loom, Nets 
fans can breath a little eas-
ier with No. 34 doing what 
he does best.

Matt Spolar is a nearly 
6-foot-1 journalist with a 
middling high school bas-
ketball career who is sure 
the Nets win thanks to 
team’s top-tier guards.

shooting nearly 50 percent 
from the field. This month, 
he is even averaging 1.8 steals 
per contest, proof that craft-

iness can be as effective as 
quickness. He also leads the 
team in sinking shots from 
downtown, hitting a stagger-

BACK
COURT
By Matt SpolarBy Matt Spolar

Paul “The Truth” Pierce may not be able to jump 
like he used to, but he can still do this.
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One of the most 
affordable health plans 
on the NY State of Health 

Marketplace. 

Enroll by March 31.

By now, you’ve heard all about the Affordable 

Care Act. Maybe you’re not sure what to do. 

Call MetroPlus today and we can answer all your 

questions. We can help you keep the coverage 

you have now or talk to you about an affordable 

new plan that’s just right for you. Join one of the 

top-ranked health plans in NYC for almost 10 years.*

*Based on indicators chosen by the New York State Department 
of Health and published in its publication A Consumer’s Guide 

to Medicaid Managed Care in NYC 2003-2012. 

WHAT’S YOUR PLAN?

Choose Quality.

Choose Affordability.

Choose MetroPlus.

Call 1.855.809.4073
M E T R O P L U S . O R G

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

A ruffian punched a man 
mid-run and stole his phone 
on Bergen Street on March 
5, cops said.

The 25-year-old victim 
said he was running between 
Smith and Hoyt streets at 5:25 
pm when a punk popped 
out of nowhere, punched 
him in the face, and stole 
his phone.

Slap and dash
A lout pushed and slapped 

a lady on Garden Place be-
fore grabbing her phone on 
March 5, police stated.

The 42-year-old victim 
told cops she was walk-
ing between Joralemon and 
State streets at 5:30 pm when 
the brute approached and 
asked her for directions to 
Jay Street. The woman told 
the villain how to get there 
and kept walking, then the 
jerk ran up from behind and 
smacked her, pushed her, and 
snatched her phone before 
taking off on Joralemon 
Street heading towards the 
East River, cops said. 

Two on one
Two galoots mugged a 

lady on Fourth Avenue on 
March 8, cops said.

The 51-year-old victim 
was walking to the sub-
way near Pacific Street at 
1 am when one of the low-
lifes grabbed her arms, and 
the other punched her in the 
face, giving her a black eye, 
police stated. The no-good-
niks grabbed her phone and 
$60 in cash from her coat 
pocket, then scrammed, ac-
cording to a report.

Pick of the lifter
Three wallets were swiped 

in three separate incidents 
within a few days of each 
other, cops said.

A thief snagged the bill-
fold from a woman’s purse 
on Feb. 28 on Fulton Street, 
police said.

The 43-year-old victim 
told cops her handbag was 
closed when she got off the 
B52 bus on between Hoyt 
Street and Gallatin Place. But 
she noticed while shopping 
in a department store near 
the bus stop sometime be-
tween 3 and 4 pm that her 
purse had been opened and 
her wallet removed, accord-
ing to a police report.

The wallet contained $120 
in cash, debit, and credit cards 
and someone used the cards 
to buy $62 in MetroCards 
immediately after the theft, 
cops said.

A bandit then stole a wal-
let from a fellow on his way 
to school on Jay Street on 
March 5, according to au-
thorities.

The 22-year-old student 
realized his Harley David-
son wallet was missing when 
he got to his school between 
Tillary Street and Tech Place 
at 11:30 am, police said. The 
motorcycle-branded bill-
fold contained $57 in cash, 
debit, and credit cards, a re-
port says.

The next day, a thief 
pinched a guy’s wallet at a 
restaurant on Adams Street, 
cops said.

The victim said he was 
at the Borough Hall subway 
station reaching for his Met-
roCard when he realized the 
wallet had vanished and, with 
it, $30 in cash, debit, and 
credit cards. Crooks used 
the cards to buy stuff at a 
nearby pharmacy and pay 
for a cab ride, according to 
a police report.

Losing weight
An opportunistic crook 

filched a gym bag full of 
clothes and a laptop from the 
backseat of a vehicle parked 
on Nevins Street on March 5, 
authorities reported.

The victim left the 2012 
Jeep between Atlantic Ave-
nue and Pacific Street at 8:15 
pm and came back at 11:30 
pm to find the gym bag miss-
ing, police said. The victim 
told cops the bag contained 
a laptop, clothes, a weight-
lifting belt, and a protein 
supplement. There was no 
sign of forced entry, a re-
port says.

Messed up
A prowler ransacked a 

Henry Street apartment while 
the owner was out on March 
7, police said.

The victim reported he left 
his apartment between Mid-
dagh and Poplar streets at 
10:30 am and arrived home 
from work at 6 pm to discover 
the place trashed. The raiders 
got away with an electronic 
reader, a tablet, two pairs 
of heirloom earrings, and a 
necklace with a pendant, ac-
cording to a report. 

Laundry snag
Police cuffed a man who 

they say went into a depart-
ment store on Fulton Street 
on March 3, shoved $1,013 
worth of clothes into a laun-
dry bag, and tried to flee.

Workers at the store be-
tween Hoyt Street and Gal-
latin Place say they saw the 
35-year-old stowing the mer-
chandise in his bag at 10:20 
am and called cops. Officers 
came and arrested the fash-
ion-minded suspect.

Jogger ambushed in Boerum

Inside job
Cops arrested one man in 

connection with an armed 
robbery that took place in a 
Farragut Houses apartment 
building on March 7.

The 31-year-old victim 
said she was sitting in the 
living room of her apartment 
on York Street between Gold 
and Bridge streets at 5:30 am 
with her daughter and her 
daughter’s father. The father’s 
brother knocked on the door 
and, after letting him in, the 
father took out a handgun and 
held it to his daughter’s head, 
according to a police report. 
The lowlife told the woman, 
“If you don’t give me what I 
want, she’s not gonna make 
it,” cops said.

The scoundrel grabbed the 
woman’s phone and $1,000 
in cash from inside the pad 
and he and his brother va-
moosed, the report said.

The report did not clarify 
which man was arrested. 

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Car break-ins
Cops warned people not 

to keep their valuables in 
their vehicles last week af-
ter a weeks-long rash of car 
break-ins in the 88th Precinct 
did not stop despite the ar-
rest of a suspect with a long 
rap sheet. And it looks like 
they were justified. 

A burglar broke into a 
parked car on Adelphi Street 
on March 13, busting in the 
window and stealing a purse 
from the passenger seat, cops 
said.

The 49-year-old victim 
told police she parked the 
car between DeKalb and 
Willoughby avenues at 5:30 
pm and, when she returned a 
short while later, the deed had 
been done. The bag contained 
her phone, some cash, and a 
pair of prescription glasses, 
cops said.

A crook also took a back-
pack from inside a work truck 
on Myrtle Avenue on March 
10, authorities reported.

The 31-year-old victim 
said he parked the truck at 
the corner of Ryerson Place at 
6 pm and noticed his bag gone 
when he got back. There was 
no broken window in this in-
cident and the bag contained 
$20 in cash as well as credit 
cards, police said.

Chase case
A burglar was thwarted 

when a passerby saw him 
stealing packages from in-
side his building on Clinton 
Avenue and ran him down, 
police said.

The good Samaritan told 
police he saw the lowlife pick-
ing up boxes inside his build-
ing between Fulton Street and 
Gates Avenue at 4:43 pm and 
told him to halt. The thief 
booked it and the civilian 
gave chase for a block, then 
grabbed him and did not let 
go until cops arrived, accord-
ing to a report.

Cops charged the 45-year-
old suspect with the Clinton 
Avenue burglary and a sim-
ilar package-snagging that 
took place on March 3 in a 
building on S. Oxford Street 
between Atlantic Avenue and 
Hanson Place. That theft, of 
a box of clothes, was caught 
on video, cops said.

Mugs of fear
Two bands of marauders 

robbed two people in sepa-
rate incidents on March 15.

In the first robbery, three 
punks held up a guy at knife-
point on Saint James Place, 
cops said.

The victim was walking to-
wards Greene Avenue at 3:10 
pm when the trio approached 
him from behind, demanded 
money, and flashed a knife, 
according to authorities. Two 
of the goons held his arms 
and the third punched him 
in face and grabbed $80 in 
cash from his pocket, po-
lice stated.

The same day, at 5:23 pm, 
four toughs beat a 35-year-
old man with a metal pipe 
and tried to rob him of his 
bicycle on Rockwell Place 
near Lafayette Avenue, ac-
cording to a report. The fear-
some foursome took off with-
out the bike, police said.

Paintball sniper
A ruffian shot a 50-year-

old man with a paintball gun 
from inside an apartment 
in the Ingersoll Houses on 
March 12, police said.

The victim reported he 
was standing in the park-
ing lot on Carlton Avenue 
near the corner of Park Av-
enue at 12:30 pm when a 
frozen paintball hit him in 
the torso. The unlucky sap 
thought the projectile came 
from an apartment on the 
second floor of a nearby 
building.

Double barreled
Goons pistol-whipped two 

people in front of a bar on 
Myrtle Avenue in two sep-
arate incidents on March 16, 
cops said.

The first assault happened 

outside the tavern between 
Grand Avenue and Steuben 
Street at 3 am, when a cretin 
whacked a 28-year-old man 
in the head with a black hand-
gun, according to police. That 
victim was uncooperative, 
according to a report.

An hour later, brutes 
slammed a 21-year-old lady 
in the face and head with a 
black handgun at the same 
bar, police reported.

The victim said she got 
into an argument with a 
woman in front of the bar 
and that a lout come out of 
nowhere and started whal-
ing on her with the gun. 
The scoundrel jumped into 
a white and gray Subur-
ban that was parked at the 
curb, and peeled off on Myr-
tle heading towards Grand, 
authorities stated.

Wheel and steal
Thieves tried to steal bikes 

from apartment buildings in 
two separate events, police 
reported.

A prowler tried to steal 
two bikes from a Fort Greene 
Place hallway on March 14, 
but only got away with one, 
cops said.

The 32-year-old vic-
tim told cops he heard loud 
noises coming from out-
side his apartment between 
DeKalb and Lafayette ave-
nues at 4:40 am. When he 
opened the door to investi-
gate, he saw his two bikes 
were missing and immedi-
ately got dressed and ran out-
side, according to a police re-
port. He saw the thief trying 
to ride away on one of the 
bikes while ghost-riding the 
other and was able to grab 
the bike the guy was hold-
ing, the report says.

A crook jacked another 
bike from the hallway of a 
Fulton Street building in the 
early morning hours of March 
10, authorities said.

The 46-year-old victim, 
who lives between Grand 
Avenue and Downing Street, 
said she saw the bike at 2 am 
and, when she got up at 9 am, 
the ride was gone.

Party foul
A bandit swiped a phone 

out of a woman’s hand while 
she was at a crowded party 
on Waverly Avenue on March 
16.

The victim said she was 
holding the phone in her hand 
at the bash between Fulton 
Street and Atlantic Avenue 
at 3:30 am, when someone 
snagged it and ran into the 
crowd. 
 — Matthew Perlman

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Jacked jacket
A lowlife lifted a man’s 

coat from a Fifth Avenue wa-
tering hole on March 11, po-
lice reported.

The victim said he left 
his jacket — with his wal-
let in one of the pockets — 
on a hanger near the entrance 
of the establishment at the 
corner of 79th Street at 2:45 
pm. When he went back for 
it shortly afterward, the coat 
was gone, along with his bill-
fold containing $60 in cash, 
cops said.

Battery jump
A bandit jacked the tires 

and rims from a car parked 
on Battery Avenue over-
night on March 11, accord-
ing to cops.

The victim reported park-
ing his sedan between Fort 
Hill and Poly places at 11:30 
pm and returning at 8 am 
the next day to discover his 
wheels stripped.

Child’s play
A crook swiped a wom-

an’s purse from atop her baby 
stroller inside a grocery store 
on 63rd Street on March 14, 
authorities said.

Security tapes show the 
villain snatching the bag — 
containing $400 in cash, a 
checkbook, and several credit 
cards — inside the store near 
Eighth Avenue at 11:35 pm, 
while the woman was dis-
tracted shopping, police said.
 — Will Bredderman

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Steal this art
Cops arrested a guy who 

they say tried to cut down 
an Oak Street gym’s sculp-
ture on March 15.

The suspect was under-
neath a welded art piece 
between West and Frank-
lin streets at around 10 pm 
with a hydraulic rebar bolt-
cutter, a piece of metal art 
inside of his car, and graf-
fiti gear on him, according 
to police.

Police charged the 
44-year-old man with grand 
larceny. 

Nightcap
A lowlife jumped a man 

as he came out of the Grand 
Avenue L station in the early 
morning of March 11, cops 
said.

The 24-year-old victim 

told police that he had been 
drinking at a bar in Manhat-
tan and then got on the L train 
to come home. When he ex-
ited the station at the corner of 
Metropolitan Avenue at 2:30 
am, the fiend grabbed him 
from behind and snatched 
his phone, wallet, cash, and 
credit cards out of his right 
hand, police reported.

Stay vigilant
A crook stole a woman’s 

purse when she left it in her 
unlocked car for 10 minutes 
on West Street on March 16, 
police stated.

The 53-year-old victim re-
ported she left her purse in 
her unlocked car when she 
went into a home at 2:45 pm 
and, when she came back 10 
minutes later, she found the 
handbag — which contained 
her credit card, debit cards, 
iPhone, and ID — missing.

Safe unsound
A prowler pinched $2,000 

in cash from a Norman Ave-
nue restaurant safe on March 
9, according to authorities.

The owner of the eatery 
between Eckford Street and 
McGuinness Boulevard said 
he keeps his money in a safe 
in the storage room and he 
left it unsecured between 7 
am and 3 pm that day. When 
he returned to check on it, 
the cash it was all gone, a 
report says. The owner told 
police that the safe was in 
an area accessible to all em-
ployees. 

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Bushwick

Shoot-’em-up
A gunman blasted four 

teens on S. Second Street 
on March 14, cops said.

A group of between 10 and 
15 teens were roaming the 
streets at 7:27 pm when they 
came across some youngsters 
at the corner of Havemeyer 
Street, the two groups got 
into an argument, and some-
one opened fire, police said. 
Four of the youths, including 
a 12-year-old, two 14-year-
olds, and a 17-year-old were 
all shot in the leg, according 
to a report.

Into thin air
A quick-handed bandit 

snatched a man’s iPad Air 
out of his hands while he 
was sitting on the G train 
on March 15, according to 
authorities.

The 53-year-old vic-
tim said he was riding the 
G train at 1:45 pm when it 
stopped at the Flushing sta-
tion at the corner of Marcy 
Avenue and Wallabout Street 
and the thief grabbed his iPad 
and ran out just before the 
doors closed.

Rube robbed
Cops cuffed a lady who 

they say stole luggage from a 
naive teenager who left it sit-
ting on the sidewalk on Ross 
Street on March 12.

The 17-year-old victim 
told police he left his lug-
gage, clothes, and tefillin on 
the sidewalk while he went 
into a building between Wil-
liamsburg Street and Lee Av-
enue from 4:20 until 5:20 pm 
on March 12.

A witness told police who 
stole it and they arrested a 
50-year-old woman and 
charged her with grand lar-
ceny.

Fancy footwork
A trio of thieves used 

some inventive trickery to 
steal fancy handbags from a 
Grand Street store on March 
12, police reported.

A clerk said three custom-
ers came into the store be-
tween Bedford and Driggs 
avenues at 1:05 pm and all 
of them immediately started 
asking to try on different 
sneaker sizes and styles, forc-
ing her to go downstairs sev-
eral times.

While she was downstairs, 
the cunning threesome stole 
two Alexander Wang Rocco 
duffel bags and a pair of MM6 
leopard sneakers, according 
to a report.

Senior swindle
An elderly con artist talked 

another elderly woman into 
handing her thousands of dol-
lars worth of cash with the 
promise of even more cash 
on Graham Avenue on March 
11, authorities said.

The victim reported she 
was inside the apartment be-
tween Broadway and De-
bevoise Street at 12:38 pm 
when a woman told her that 
she would give her a purse 
filled with $25,000 in ex-
change for a cash withdrawal 
of $2,100. 

The victim agreed and 
went to a Chase bank with 
the schemer to withdraw 
the money, cops said. The 
chiseler took the money and 
told the woman to walk to 
Woodhull Hospital where 
she was supposed to meet 
another lady who would give 
her the purse full of cash, 
but the second woman never 
showed, police stated.

More bad teens
A crew of young hood-

lums attacked a 16-year-old 
as he was walking home on 
McKibben Street on March 
11, police said. The attack 
happened on Bushwick Ave-
nue at McKibben Street, cops 
said. — Danielle Furfaro
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Find charter schools  
in your community and apply 

by April 1 at  
CharterNYC.org

      It’s easy to 
apply to charter
                  schools!  

More than 100 charter schools  
in NYC accept the Common Online 
Charter School Application.  Fill 
out one easy form and submit it to 
participating charter schools. 

Charter schools are free, public 
schools that prepare students for 
college and a career.

Payments above are based on 8.95% annual percentage rate with automatic loan payments. Rates are based on credit 
worthiness. Other rates and terms available. Higher loan amounts available. Credit Union membership eligibility is required.

MAIN OFFICE: 
1750 86th Street  Brooklyn, NY 11214

Phone: 718-680-2121

BRANCH:
1609 Avenue Z  Brooklyn, NY 11235

Phone: 718-934-6809 

LOANS 
MADE 
EASY

Borrow $10,000 
for as low as $300 per month

& THAT’S THE TRUTH!

Truth in 
Lending

Apply online at www.brfcu.org

LENTEN 
MEDITATIONS

A Concert of German Baroque Music  
for the Lenten Season

Saturday, March 29 at 2PM
Zion German Evangelical Lutheran Church

125 Henry St., Brooklyn, NY | $10 Admission

Brooke Bryant, Sally Sanford & Cecilia Lam, sopranos
Catherine Liddell, theorbo & Robert Barney, organ

For more information:
www.charitesmusic.com/lent.html

By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

At least one anime enthu-
siast got more than she bar-
gained for at a Downtown 
convention last weekend 
when her partner in Japan-
imation proposed to her.

Ronald Gonzalez and Jeci-
bel Rodriguez were volun-
teering at  New York Univer-
sity–Polytechnic’s annual 
anime festival SpringFestNY  
where they met three years 
ago and, from the moment 
they walked into the cafeteria 
on Saturday, Rodriguez knew 
something was up.

“I thought something was 
wrong with him,” she said.

Gonzalez popped the 
question in a crowded caf-
eteria, surrounded by cos-
tumed superheroes and vil-
lains, sitting at the very table 
where he and Rodriguez first 
laid eyes on each other.

“I wanted it to be at the 
exact location,” Gonzalez 
said. “I thought it would be 
special.”

It all clicked for Rodriguez 
when her beau dropped down 
to one knee.

“I was like, ‘Oh! That’s 
what’s happening,’ ” she 
said.

A friend surreptitiously 

Match ani-made in D’town
Amid costumes and comics, anime-fan couple gets engaged
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caught the whole thing on 
video. 

“It was absolutely beau-
tiful,” said Adam Edwards, 
who helped organize the 
anime festival and also dis-
tracted Rodriguez while her 
soon-to-be fiance got ready 
to pop the big question. “It 
was a magical experience.”

Rodriguez thought that 
matrimony was somewhere 
on the horizon, but did not 
know how quickly it was ap-

proaching.
“I knew it was going to 

happen soon, but I didn’t 
know when,” she said.

Gonzalez, on the other 
hand, did not count his eggs 
before they hatched. 

“I didn’t expect her to say 
yes,” he said.

When Rodriguez accepted 
the ring, the room erupted into 
cheers and chants of “Yes!”

The rest of SpringFestNY, 
which was held at MetroTech 

Center on March 16 and 17, 
went equally well, said Greg-
ory Fisher, who helped orga-
nize the event.

“Most people are saying 
it’s the best we’ve ever done,” 
he said.

The festival was the 
school’s 10th and included 
live music, vendors, and 
panel discussions all cen-
tered around Japanese an-
imation and culture.

There was also a so-called 

“Cosplay Masquerade” where 
contestants were judged on 
the creativity of their cos-
tumes and how convincingly 
they played the part of char-
acters from the world of com-
ics, niche and mainstream, 
as well as a soda-drinking 
contest.

(Left) Anime enthusiasts dressed up on March 16 for SpringFestNY, Downtown’s anime extravaganza. 
(Right) The happy couple, Ronald Gonzalez and Jecibel Rodriguez, minutes after Gonzalez popped the 
question in the same spot where the lovers met three years go.
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By Megan Riesz
The Brooklyn Paper

The Barclays Center is 
now offering something rare 
in a sports arena — peace 
and quiet.

A lavender-colored med-
itation room opened up on 
the main level of the Pros-
pect Heights entertainment 
complex last week as part of 
an agreement between de-
veloper Forest City Ratner 
and neighborhood groups 
that cleared the way for the 
Atlantic Yards mega-devel-
opment. 

The room shows that the 
Barclays Center’s owners 
have their priorities in or-
der, according to the rever-
end who negotiated for it.

“There ought to be a place 
where people remember that 
we are more than physical, 

PRAY AND PLAY
New Barclays meditation room injects 
spirituality into bowels of sports arena

that the mind is spiritual, 
and you need a place to rest 
and reflect,” said Rev. Her-
bert Daughtry, pastor of the 

nearby House of the Lord 
Pentecostal Church on At-
lantic Avenue.

The Zen den — which 

boasts a shrine, rows of 
chairs, and walls imprinted 
with words such as “Love” 
and “Forgiveness” — is the 
first of its kind, the pastor 
added. 

Daughtry initially lobbied 
for a chapel in the arena paid 
for in part by taxpayer dol-
lars, but was told that he 
 could not use public funds 
for religious purposes . De-
spite the dilution, the med-
itation room is still a win 
for event-goers who need 
a break from the chaos of 
urban life, he said and, we 
would add, for Nets fans 
seeking the favor of a power 
higher than Kevin Garnett’s 
massage tab.

“Hopefully it will send a 
message across the country 
that while we build, build, 
and build, and while we ad-
vance, we should remember 
that these things don’t nec-
essarily make for quality of 
life,” the reverend said. 

The room is open during 
all Barclays Center events 
and use of the quiet quar-
ters can be arranged outside 
of normal hours.

Hanging out in the lavender meditation room is 
like staring at a brick wall, only soothing.
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Unreal live
The times, they are a-repeating.
The 1980s are often derided as Bob Dy-

lan’s lost years — as least from a musical per-
spective. But to his die-hard fans, the worst 
of Dylan is still better than most other musi-

cians’ best.
To illustrate this, 

ATO Records has re-
corded a tribute al-
bum featuring covers 
of songs he wrote be-
tween 1980 and 1990, 
and many of the art-
ists featured on the disc 
will celebrate its release 
with a party at the Mu-

sic Hall of Williamsburg on March 24.
“Bob Dylan in the ’80s: Vol. 1” contains 

tributes by bands including Built to Spill, Gene 
Ween and Slash, and Blitzen Trapper, and art-
ists appearing at the show will include Lang-
horne Slim, Spirit Family Reunion, Elvis Per-
kins, and members of Deer Tick.

The idea for the album came from a cover 
band that album co-producers Jesse Lauter and 
Sean O’Brien started while they were both at-
tending New York University. They called the 
band S----- Dylan.

“It was not meant to be ironic or a jokey 
thing,” said Lauter. “It is to bring light to this 
catalog of songs that have mostly gone ignored 
while this is the most covered musician in the 
history of pop music.”

Lauter talked up the idea to the artists he 
worked with. When Craig Finn from the Hold 
Steady agreed to record a song, others started 
jumping on board.

At the Music Hall of Williamsburg show, 
each artist will play the song they recorded, as 
well as one other Dylan song from any era.  

Dylan probably knows about the album, 
said Lauter, but is himself happy to let the 
’80s remain lost.

“I can safely say that he is probably aware 
but blissfully doesn’t care,” said Lauter.

“Dylan in the ’80s Record Release Show” 
at Music Hall of Williamsburg [66 North Sixth 
St. between Kent and Wythe avenues in Wil-
liamsburg. (718) 486–5400, www.musichallof-
williamsburg.com]. March 24 at 8 pm. $18–20.
 — Danielle Furfaro

M U S I C

This is one live show where audience members 
won’t be asked to turn their cell phones off.

A new one-man show at the New York City 
College of Technology’s Voorhees Theatre lets 
audience members be the “wing man” for a si-
lent clown, using social media to help him find 
romantic bliss.

“We’ve torn down 
the fourth wall,” said 
Mark Gindick,  the sea-
soned clown  who wrote 
and stars in the show. 
“And we’ve added a 
fifth wall.”

Gindick is not speak-
ing metaphorically — 
the show features a gi-
ant projection screen that allows live social 
networking feeds and other internet content 
to be beamed in front of the audience. And the 
crowd is encouraged to pick up their phones and 
participate using specific hash tags for posts 
on Twitter, Instagram, and Facebook.

“Wing-Man” — set to open at the Downtown 
theater for a four-day run starting March 26  
— is a modern take on Charlie Chaplin’s clas-
sic film “Modern Times,” which depicts a man 
unable to adapt to the technological changes 
affecting the world around him. Chaplin’s char-
acter had to catch up with the industrial rev-
olution, while Gindick’s clown is contending 
with social media and the internet age.

“It explores the reasons why we use so-
cial media,” Gindick said. “It’s fun, ridicu-
lous, physical comedy. But it also has some 
heart and soul.”

The show’s lead jester will not be dressed 
like a typical clown. Gindick’s character wears 
no makeup and a suit only a few sizes too big. 
He hopes to entertain with physical humor and 
slapstick, while also prompting the audience to 
send messages from their mobile devices.

The new show is part of the City Tech’s The-
atreworks program, which pairs professional 
performers and production teams with stu-
dents from the school’s entertainment technol-
ogy department. Around 65 students worked 
on “Wing-Man,” helping with set building, 
equipment installation, and sound engineer-
ing alongside professionals and school fac-
ulty members.

“Wing-Man” at New York City College 
of Technology (186 Jay St. at High Street 
in Downtown, www.theatreworkscitytech.
org). March 26–29 at 8 pm. Free for City 
Tech students, $10 other students, $20 
general admission. — Matthew Perlman

By Megan Riesz
The Brooklyn Paper

T
his isn’t your grandmother’s game 
night — or is it?

Starting March 31, the  Royal Palms 
Shuffleboard Club  in Gowanus is add-
ing the Chinese tile game mahjong to its 
roster of typically old-timey activities — 
but first, the owners have to figure out 
how to play.

“It’ll be like, ‘Okay, can somebody read 
the directions off the box?’” said club co-
owner Ashley Albert. “It’s this mysteri-
ous game that we all watched our grand-
mothers play in Florida.”

Albert recently posted an announce-
ment on the shuffleboard club’s Face-
book page about the possibility of start-
ing a Monday night mahjong league and 
fielded about 90 enthusiastic responses. 
Her Floridian grandmother used to play 
the game — in which three or four players 
try to get the highest combination of tiles 
— four times a week, but Albert never 
learned herself.

“I remember just playing with the tiles 
and just not knowing what I was doing,” 
she said.

The club, which will charge $10 per 

player, has put an advertisement on Craig-
slist for a mahjong teacher — without 
much luck so far. But Albert is confident 
that she can coach the masses if need be, 
even if she has to rely on YouTube tuto-
rial videos to school herself first.

The Royal Palms Shuffleboard Club, 
which has been open since late January, 
seems to specialize in games that are 
popular with the elderly — in addition 
to the eponymous cruise-ship amusement, 
it recent added a weekly bingo night on 
Wednesdays.

With these kinds of events, the massive 
playhouse is becoming the go-to watering 
hole in Gowanus that the owners hoped 
it would be, Albert gushed.

“It’s so fun to see people who grew up 
in the neighborhood, so it’s not just new 
residents,” she said. “We’re adding some-
thing to the neighborhood.”

Clown school
H U M O R

546 third ave bklyn 11215 718.797.2077  

shoprico.com 

art   lighting   furniture   decor

WINTER CLEARANCE

SALE
MARCH 1 – 21

Showroom models: lamps, sofas, chairs, art, 
tables, media cabinets. 60% to 80% off.

LAST WEEK! 
REDUCED PRICES! 

RERUN GASTROPUB
THEATER

RERUNTHEATER.COM
WWW.

Hipster shuffl eboard club 
to launch mahjong league

Slide night
Nothing tickles a grandparent’s 

fancy more than showing slides of 
their straight-faced younger selves 
standing on newfangled suburban 
lawns. And nothing tickles a hip-
ster’s fancy more than using out-
dated technology and then show-
ing the fruits of said technology to 
a group of like-minded neophiles. 
Williamsburg bar-theater Videology 
could allow 20-something travelers 
the chance to show off selfies and 
food photos from their recent trip 
to Portland, Ore., while their audi-
ences sip craft cocktails to numb 
the boredom.

Couponing
Forget book clubs — as our el-

ders already know, the real way 
to enrich your life, both literally 
and figuratively, is getting together 
with pals to clip coupons and trade 
thrifty tips. Lulu’s in Greenpoint, 
known for its free pizza and cheap 
drinks, would be the perfect place 
for unpaid interns to gather and 
share two-for-one coffee vouchers. 
You never know when that com-
bined pizza and cheesy-bread of-
fer could come in handy. 

Early supper club
Brooklyn has played host to  si-

lent dinners ,  bug dinners , and even 
 Beyonce-themed dinners  — but 
what about early dinners? Retir-
ees know what is up — chowing 
down around 4 pm leaves more 
hours for having fun. New Clin-
ton Hill restaurant  the Runner  
serves turn-of-the-century cuisine, 
with denture-friendly dishes such 

as chicken liver mousse and but-
ternut squash soup. An early-eve-
ning seating would allow bar-happy 
Brooklynites time for the pregam-
ing process and more rounds of 
Card Against Humanity.

Water aerobics
Between dodgeball leagues, corn-

hole tournaments, and bocce courts 
inside bars, sports that require mini-
mal physical exertion are booming. 
Water aerobics combines the retro 
appeal of Richard Simmons’ favor-
ite workout with low resistance and 
pool noodles. Plus, it is an excel-
lent way for singles to check each 
other out in swimwear.

Gray is the new black
Everything old is new again in Brooklyn. Hobbies once generally 
associated with the elderly — such as crocheting, card games, 
and bingo — have been co-opted by the young, and are now 
common sights at bars around the borough. With the Royal Palms 
Shuffleboard Club adding a mahjong league, we couldn’t help 
but wonder what other pastimes Brooklyn’s spring chickens can 
appropriate from its old timers. Here are a few we would like to 
see — and the venues we would like to see them in.

Tile style: Ashley Albert, co-owner of the Royal Palms Shuffleboard Club, is start-
ing a mahjong league — as soon as she learns how to play.

Granny 
games!

Mahjong at the Royal Palms Shuffl e-
board Club [514 Union St. between 
Nevins Street and Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (347) 223–4410, www.royal-
palmsshuffl e.com]. Monday nights 
starting March 31.

G A M E S
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Float on: Could water aerobics be the next Brooklyn hipster social activity? We think so!
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band’s betrayal. 8 pm. Gallery Play-
ers [199 14th St., between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park Slope, 
(212) 352–3101], galleryplayers.com. 

MUSIC, WOMAN’S HOUR, FUTURE 
OF WHAT: $10. 8 pm. Glasslands 
(289 Kent Ave. at S. Second Street 
in Williamsburg), www.glasslands.
com. 

MUSIC, CHICKFACTOR 22 FEATUR-
ING THE CLIENTELE, VERSUS, 
BARBARA MANNING, THE SAT-
URDAY PEOPLE: $20–$25. 8 pm. 
Bell House [149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 643–
6510], www.thebellhouseny.com. 

THEATER, “I’M MISERABLE BUT 
CHANGE SCARES ME”: An ex-
istential sitcom about co-depen-
dency and stagnation. $20. 8 pm. 
Brick Theater (579 Metropolitan 
Ave. at Lorimer Street in Williams-
burg). 

MUSIC, “BOWLIVE V FEATURING 
SOULIVE”: $15–$20. 8:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. be-
tween N. 11th and N. 12th streets 
in Williamsburg, (718) 963–3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com. 

MUSIC, ANYA MARINA & FRIENDS, 
THE BRIXTONS: $10. 8:30 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 638–
4400], www.unionhallny.com. 

MUSIC, LOUISIANA SUN KINGS, RO-
TARIES, MADELINE MONDRALA, 
MAX COBURN: $8. 9 pm. Trash Bar 
[256 Grand St. at Driggs Avenue 
in Williamsburg, (718) 599–1000], 
www.thetrashbar.com. 

MUSIC, “REGGAE NIGHT WITH 
SOUL IMPERIAL”: Free. 10 pm. The 
Diamond [43 Franklin St. near Cay-
ler Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–
5030], thediamondbrooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, “KARAOKE KILLED THE 

CAT”: Free. Midnight. Union Hall 
[702 Union St. at Fifth Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 638–4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

SAT, MARCH 22
DANCE, COVENANT BALLET THE-

ATRE: “Ondine the Sea Sprite”: 
Covenant Ballet Theatre performs 
ballet based on the Little Mermaid 
and an Irish folk tale. $25 ($20 se-
niors, children under 12). 2:00pm. 
Kingsborough Community Col-
lege [2001 Oriental Blvd. at Oxford 
Street in Manhattan Beach, (718) 
368–5000], www.onstageatkings-
borough.org. 

MUSIC, BENEFIT CONCERT: Vernon 
Reid, Groove Collective, Swiss 
Chris: Fundraiser for Music is My 
First Language (MiMFL). $35–$50. 
6:30 pm. ShapeShifter Lab [18 
Whitwell Pl. between Carroll and 
1st streets in Gowanus, (646) 820–
9452], musicismyfi rstlanguage.com/
tickets-available-now-for-mimfl s-
1st-nyc-fundraiser. 

MUSIC, SO BROWN: So Brown cel-
ebrates the release of her new CD, 
“Point Legere.” Free. 7 pm. Retrof-
ret Vintage Guitars [233 Butler St. 
between Bond and Nevins streets 
in Gowanus, (718) 237–2532], www.
retrofret.com. 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN JAZZ WIDE 
OPEN: Concert, dialogue, and 
workshop series. $10. 8 pm. Brook-
lyn Conservatory of Music [58 Sev-
enth Ave. between Lincoln Place 
and Seventh Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 622–3300], www.bqcm.org. 

THEATER, “PHIL. 176/OBIT “: 
Episodic performance installation 
based on Yale’s 176/Obit philoso-

FRI, MARCH 21
ART, “A CIELO APERTO”: Exhibition 

by Maria Rapicavoli. Free. 10 am–6 
pm. International Studio and Cura-
torial Program (1040 Metropolitan 
Ave. near Morgan Avenue in East 
Williamsburg), www.iscp-nyc.org. 

ART, “MICHAEL ROUILLARD: Paint-
ings”: Featuring a group of new 
white, geometric paintings on thin 
aluminum panels. Free. Noon–6 
pm. Minus Space [111 Front St. 
between Washington and Adams 
streets, Suite 226 in DUMBO, (347) 
525–4628], www.minusspace.com. 

ART, KATERINA MARCELJA: “Frag-
ment Series”: Print exhibition. Free. 
2–6 pm. Open Source Gallery (306 
17th St. near Sixth Avenue in South 
Slope), opensourcegallery.org. 

ART, OPENING: “The Way You Look 
Is the Way I Feel”: New sculptural 
paintings by Reed Anderson. Free. 
7–9 pm. Pierogi Gallery [177 North 
9th St. between Bedford and Dri-
ggs avenues in Williamsburg, (718) 
599–2144], www.pierogi2000.com. 

TALK, NELSON MANDELA TRIB-
UTE: ”The Fight for Freedom” 
documentary showing, poetry, and 
discussion with Brooklyn Borough 
President Eric Adams. Free. 5 pm. 
YWCA of Brooklyn [30 3rd Ave. 
between State Street and Atlantic 
Avenue in Boerum Hill, (718) 875–
1190], www.ywcabklyn.org. 

THEATER, “KING LEAR”: Theatre for 
a New Audience performs Shake-
speare’s play. $60–$75. 7:30 pm. 
Polonsky Shakespeare Center [262 
Ashland Pl. between Fulton and 
Lafayette avenues in Fort Greene, 
(866) 811–4111], www.tfana.org. 

THEATER, “DEAD END”: Five teenag-
ers struggle with extreme wealth 
and poverty in a divided New York 
City. $15-25. 7:30 pm. Irondale 
Center [85 S. Oxford St. at Lafay-
ette Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 
488–9233], www.irondale.org. 

FILM, FILM SHOWCASE: “PDXX”: 
Films by women from Portland, OR. 
$5. 7:30 pm. Spectacle Theater (124 
South 3rd St. between Bedford Av-
enue and Berry Street in Williams-
burg), www.spectacletheater.com. 

THEATER, “TWELFTH NIGHT, OR 
WHAT YOU WILL”: A world of 
foolery, fantasy, and rowdy house 
guests, where identity is mistaken 
and imagination often proves true. 
$15-$18. 7:30 pm. South Oxford 
Space (138 South Oxford St. near 
Hanson Place in Fort Greene), www.
oldhattheatrecompany.com. 

THEATER, “MAID’S DOOR”: Family 
drama written by Cheryl L. Davis. 
$15–$25 (children and seniors 
$12–$15). 8 pm. Billie Holiday The-
atre [1368 Fulton St. between Marcy 
and Brooklyn avenues in Bedford-
Stuyvesant, (718) 636–0918], www.
thebillieholiday.org. 

THEATER, “REPUBLIC”: Hoi Pol-
loi Theater Company performs a 
dream-like piece inspired by Plato’s 
Republic. $18. 8 pm. Jack (505 1/2 
Waverly Ave. at Fulton Street in Fort 
Greene), www.jackny.org. 

THEATER, “MEDEA”: Classic Greek 
play of a woman avenging her hus-

phy course and modern obituaries. 
8 pm. Bushwick Starr [207 Starr St. 
between Irving and Wyckoff streets 
in Bushwick, (917) 623–9669], www.
thebushwickstarr.org. 

MUSIC, TINARIWEN: $20. 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. be-
tween N. 11th and N. 12th streets 
in Williamsburg, (718) 963–3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com. 

DANCE, “ON HER SHOULDERS: 
Celebrating the Legacy of Women 
Artists of the African Diaspora”: 
Performance blending contempo-
rary and traditional choreography. 
$15. 8 pm. Cumbe [558 Fulton St., 
2nd Floor, between Hudson Avenue 
and Rockwell Place in Fort Greene, 
(718) 935–9700]. 

MUSIC, SILENT KNIGHT & THE 
BAND CALLED FUSE: $10. 8 pm. 
Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in Gow-
anus, (718) 855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

MUSIC, KID CUDI: $49.50–$75.00. 8 
pm. Barclays Center [620 Atlantic 
Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect 
Heights, (917) 618–6100], www.bar-
clayscenter.com. 

MUSIC, BEAT BRIGADE, THE PURS-
LAINES, BIKINI CARWASH, LOS 
DUDES: $8. 8:45 pm. Trash Bar [256 
Grand St. at Driggs Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 599–1000], www.
thetrashbar.com. 

SUN, MARCH 23
DANCE, “THE SLEEPING BEAUTY”: 

Russian National Ballet Theatre 
performs Tchaikovsky’s classic 
fairy tale. $36-$45. 3 pm. Brooklyn 
Center for the Performing Arts at 
Brooklyn College [2900 Campus 
Rd., between Amersfort Place and 
Kenilworth Place in Midwood, (718) 
951–4500], www.brooklyncenter-
online.org. 

MUSIC, “DUO ANOVA”: Inaugural 
performance in the new PLGArts 
Chamber Music Series. $5 (sug-
gested). 3 pm. RSVP required for 
address [Midwood St. at Bedford 
Ave in Prospect Lefferts Gardens, 
(313) 407–3179], plgarts.org. 

MUSIC, TINARIWEN: $20. 6 pm. 
Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. be-
tween N. 11th and N. 12th streets 
in Williamsburg, (718) 963–3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com. 

 “OUR PRINCESS IS IN ANOTHER 
CASTLE”: “NBA Jam” video game 
competition Free. 7:30 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth Avenue 
in Park Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

FILM, FILM FESTIVAL: “Israel Talking 
@ the Movies”: Four fi lms examine 
how Jewish ideas of identity and 

WHERE TO
FRIDAY
March 21

Take a bow
Burn down the disco 
and hang the blessed 
DJ, but leave the 
Knitting Factory 
intact — because that 
is where tribute act 
the Sons and Heirs 
will be playing all your 
favorite Smiths songs. 
The band attempts to 
recreate the full expe-
rience of seeing Mor-
rissey and co. live. 
And given Moz is 
adamant the real 
Smiths will never 
reunite, this may be 
the closest you ever 
get. 

8 pm at the Knitting 
Factory [361 Metropolitan 
Ave. near Havermeyer 
Street in Williamsburg, 
(347) 529–6696, bk.knit-
tingfactory.com]. $10–
$12.

SATURDAY
March 22

Rock ‘n’ roll 
high school
And they shall teach 
rock ‘n’ roll to the 
world! The School of 
Rock, where kids 
learn to shred and 
wail like Dewey Finn, 
is opening up its first 
Brooklyn location. To 
celebrate, the new 
Gowanus school is 
holding an open 
house, with work-
shops, giveaways, 
jam sessions, and 
performances from 
pint-sized punks.

1–4 pm at School of Rock 
[327 Douglass St. 
between Third and 
Fourth avenues in 
Gowanus, (347) 915–
4419, brooklyn.schoolof-
rock.com]. Free.

SUNDAY
March 23

Paddy’s 
returns
Didn’t get enough 
Saint Patrick’s Day? 
Do it all over again 
this weekend when 
the Bay Ridge 
parade hits the 
streets! Watch the 
piping, step dancing, 
and marching in all 
its green and orange 
glory, then hit one of 
the many Irish bars 
along Third Avenue 
for a celebratory pint 
(or five).  

1 pm (Third Avenue at 
Marine Avenue in Bay 
Ridge, www.bayridgest-
patricksday.com). Free.

TUESDAY
March 25

Get Red-y 
A British actor is 
coming to America 
to tell the story of an 
American actor who 
went to Britain. “Red 
Velvet,” an 
acclaimed produc-
tion from London’s 
Tricycle Theatre, is 
based on the incred-
ible true story of Ira 
Aldridge, a black 
American actor who 
achieved unlikely 
success as a Shake-
spearean thespian in 
Europe in the 1800s.

8 pm at St. Ann’s 
Warehouse [38 Water St. 
between Dock and Main 
streets in Dumbo, (718) 
834–8794]. $45–$55.

WEDNESDAY
March 26

Write on 
Do you miss receiv-
ing snail mail? Popu-
lar Australian literary 
series “Women of 
letters” is attempting 
to revive the lost art 
of letter-writing by 
asking well-known 
women to pen mis-
sives on specific top-
ics, then read them 
aloud. This install-
ment will feature 
Martha Wainwright, 
Edie Falco, Ophira 
Eisenberg, and Le 
Tigre’s JD Samson, 
among others.

8:30 pm at the Bell 
House  [149 Seventh St. 
between Second and 
Third avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 643–
6510, www.thebellhouse-
ny.com]. $20
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Dancing in the street: “Flex Is Kings,” a documentary about 
street performers in Brooklyn, screens at the BAM Rose Cinemas 
on March 27 as part of the “New Voices in Black Cinema” series.
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BAR SCRAWL By Bill Roundy

St. Gambrinus [533 Atlantic Ave. between Third and Fourth avenues in Boerum 
Hill, (347) 763–2261, www.stgambrinusbeer.com]. Open Mon–Thu, 2 pm–10 
pm; Fri, 2 pm–midnight; Sat, noon–midnight; Sun, noon–8 pm.

By Robert Ham
for The Brooklyn Paper

N
elson George knows 
a thing or two about 
soul. For the past four 

decades, he has been one of 
the preeminent critics of Af-
rican-American pop culture, 
focusing his attention over 
the years on iconic figures 
such as Michael Jackson and 
James Brown, to the worlds 
of basketball and hip-hop. 
His latest book “The Hip-
pest Trip in America: Soul 
Train and the Evolution of 
Culture and Style” takes 
a journey through the his-
tory of the titular TV pro-
gram, which for 35 years 
introduced America to the 
most of-the-moment musi-
cal acts around. On March 
26, George will discuss the 
book at Bedford Stuyve-
sant Restoration with for-
mer “Soul Train” dancer Ty-
rone Proctor. The Brooklyn 
Paper spoke with the writer 

and filmmaker from his home 
in Fort Greene to discuss the 
impact of “Soul Train” on 
American culture.

Robert Ham: Do you re-
member the first time you 
saw “Soul Train?” 

Nelson George: I don’t 

remember the first time, but I 
do remember watching it as a 
child. I grew up in Brooklyn 
on Saturday mornings we’d 

watch the show on this little 
color TV. What I remember 
about it was how bright and 
colorful it was. The colors of 
the set and the vibrant out-
fits, much brighter than you’d 
see in New York or Phila-
delphia. 

RH: Do you feel like “Soul 
Train” gets its due as being 
such a huge force in popu-
lar culture? 

NG: Anyone who thinks 
of the ’70s and dancing and 
clothes and style, thinks of 
“Soul Train.” It pops up ev-
erywhere from “Austin Pow-
ers,” where Beyonce has a 
“Soul Train” scene — her sis-
ter Solange does a video like 
that. Even a car commercial 
I saw this winter. Clothing 
designers still reference the 
show. So, it definitely lives 
on. That key period from 
1971 to 1985, those years 
still resonate. 

RH: What did you learn 
interviewing dancers from 
the show?

WORD’s pick
“Annihilation” by Jeff Van-

derMeer: Jeff VanderMeer’s 
“Southern Reach” trilogy (parts 
two and three are due out later in 
2014) is off to a brilliant start. “An-
nihilation” manages to capture the 
alien sense of awe that permeates 
Arthur C. Clarke’s classic “Ren-
dezvous with Rama” while entan-
gling readers in a Lovecraftian tale 
of ever-increasing dread. Four sci-
entists venture into “Area X” to at-
tempt to make sense of this anoma-
lous zone of nature. What follows is 
simply one of the most tautly written, 
deeply frightening, and ultimately 
satisfying science fiction novels in 
recent memory.

— Ryan O’Connor, WORD 
[126 Franklin St. at Milton Street in 
Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096,  www.
wordbrooklyn.com ].

BookMark’s pick
“After I’m Gone” by Laura 

Lippman: “After I’m Gone” is 
loosely based on a true crime event 
in which a Baltimore gangster goes 
missing, leaving more than one 
woman behind. This story is told 

through the eyes of the women in 
the life of Felix Brewer, who simply 
vanishes one night instead of fac-
ing possible jail time. On the 10th 
anniversary of Brewer’s disappear-
ance, his mistress vanishes. When 
her body turns up, a cold-case detec-
tive begins to investigate that long-
ago night when Brewer was thought 

to have run. Can there be redemp-
tion for a man who has cheated, lied, 
and stole his entire life? A look at 
two women who loved the same man 
who only thought of himself when 
he ran away from a life prison sen-
tence. A fast action paced thriller 
with a great ending.

— Bina Valenzano, co-owner, 

The BookMark Shoppe [8415 Third 
Ave. between 84th and 85th streets 
in Bay Ridge, (718) 833–5115,  www.
bookmarkshoppe.com ].

Greenlight’s pick
“My Life in Middlemarch” 

by Rebecca Mead: George El-
iot’s sweeping “Middlemarch” is 
considered by many to be a near-
perfect novel. Rebecca Mead, a New 
Yorker staff writer, first fell in the 
love with the classic as a teenage 
bookworm in rural England, and 
as she grew older, her appreciation 
and understanding of the book only 
grew with her. Mead mixes memoir 
with biography and critical analysis 
and the result is this — a tremen-
dous love affair with a true master-
piece. If you’ve already read “Mid-
dlemarch,” you’ll immediately feel 
connected to Mead’s work, and if 
you haven’t yet taken the plunge, 
Mead’s passion will convince you 
that it is well worth the look. 

— Emily Russo, Greenlight Book-
store [686 Fulton St. between S. El-
liott Place and S. Portland Avenue in 
Fort Greene, (718) 246–0200,  www.
greenlightbookstore.com ].

NG: I think just the con-
ditions that they danced un-
der. They were pretty rough. 
On the one hand, they had 
an incredible opportunity 
and some incredible expo-
sure, but on the other hand, 
they weren’t paid. Many 
of them had full-time jobs 
and would come dance on 
the show on the weekends 
for some fried chicken and 
some soda. There were a cou-
ple of dancers that were re-
ally irritated about the fact 
that they weren’t paid, they 
were in a union, and didn’t 

have any health care attached 
to their work. 

I was also surprised how 
many of the dancers are 
still active today, traveling 
the globe and doing work-
shops related to some of the 
dances they popularized on 
the show.

RH: Do you think a show 
like “Soul Train” could survive 

in today’s media world? 
NG: I don’t know. I know 

that’s something that folks 
like Nick Cannon and Quest-
love are trying to figure out, 
to see if the desire is there 
for dance on broadcast TV. 
Dance is not going away, but 
the internet has become the 
equivalent of “Soul Train.” 
Just the other day, my niece 
who is in her mid-20s and 
another teenager took me 
to YouTube to show me this 
dance and that dance. That’s 
what “Soul Train” was — it 
was street dance being spread 
around the world. 

Nelson George presents 
“The Hippest Trip in Amer-
ica” at Bedford Stuyvesant 
Restoration [1368 Fulton 
St. between New York 
and Brooklyn avenues in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, (718) 
636–6900, www.restora-
tionplaza.org]. March 26 at 
7 pm. Free.

Ft. Greene author has soul
Nelson George writes a book on TV show ‘Soul Train’

By George: Fort Greene resident Nelson George has written a book on the 
TV show “Soul Train,” which he will present at Bedford Stuyvesant Restoration 
on March 26.
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More recommended reading
Borough booksellers offer their top picks of new lit 
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Business Checking with a little something extra.

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Open a Flushing Bank Free Business Checking 
account today and receive a Nexus 7 32GB tablet  
with an opening deposit of $15,000 or more.2  
Visit your local Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889, 
or go to www.FlushingBank.com for details.

Business
Checking

•  No monthly maintenance fees
•  No minimum balance required

Free

with an opening deposit of 
$15,000 or more2

Nexus 7 32GB

Plus, get up to                        when you  
open a new business checking account.1

$100

1 New account with new money only. A new business checking account is defined as any new business checking account that does not have any authorized signatures in common with any other existing Flushing Bank business checking account(s). An existing checking customer is 
defined as anyone who currently has or has had a Flushing Bank checking account within the last 24 months. New money is defined as money not currently on deposit with Flushing Bank. You must deposit a minimum of $100 to open a business checking account. You will receive 
$50 for the completion of 5 debit card purchases. And $50 for the completion of 5 online banking bill-payments via Flushing Bank’s Online Banking portal. Each debit card purchase and each online bill-payment must be $25 or more and must be completed prior to 60 days after the 
account is opened. The compensation will be credited to the checking account on or about 75 days after the account is opened. The offer is subject to change and early termination without prior notice at any time. A 1099 will be issued in the amount credited to your account. Other 
fees and restrictions may apply. Speak with a branch representative for more information.  2 New account with new money only. For purposes of the promotion, a new business checking customer is defined as any new business checking account that does not have any authorized 
signatures in common with any other existing Flushing Bank checking account(s). You must deposit a minimum of $100 to open this account. No minimum balance is required to avoid a monthly maintenance fee. New Free Business Checking account customers will receive a Google 
Nexus 7 32GB wifi tablet for an opening balance of $15,000 or more. Valid business documentation must be provided at the time of account opening. The cost of the promotional item of $285 (including sales tax and delivery charge) will be reported as interest income in the form 
of a 1099. The new account must remain open, active and in good standing for six months. If the account is closed prior to six months, the cost of the promotional item will be deducted from the balance. Flushing Bank reserves the right to make promotional item substitutions of 
comparable value and assumes no liability for any defects in, or direct or consequential damages relating to promotional items. The warranty is the sole responsibility of the manufacturer. Google, Android, and Nexus are trademarks of Google Inc. Google is not affiliated with, or sponsor 
of, this promotion. Other fees and restrictions may apply. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more information about minimum balance requirements and certain fees that may apply to the business checking account. The promotion and offers are subject to change and 
termination without prior notice at any time. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more information. From Forbes.com March 18, 2013. © 2013 Forbes.com LLC. All rights reserved. 
Used by permission and protected by the Copyright Laws of the United States. The printing, copying, redistribution, or retransmission of this Content without express written permission is prohibited.

$5.00 OFF  ON ONE DAY ADMISSION, WITH THIS AD.

CELEBRATE 21 YEARS WITH AMERICA’S MOST  
RECOGNIZED GLBT EVENT  IN THE HEART OF NEW YORK CITY.

21ST

MARCH 22-23, 2014

JACOB JAVITS CONVENTION CENTER, NYC

2 DAYS OF NIGHTLIFE
Top Entertainment 

     Award Winning Performers in non-stop Entertainment. Main Stage produced by

For latest entertainment updates and  
performance schedules check out  

www.originalglbtexpo.com  
 

Run Jenny Selena Escobar
Miss Mexico

Aaron PaulArisJay Blahnik

Ashley Allen Kayvon Zand Jade Starling

For information on exhibiting and attending: RDP Group 800-243-9774  

RANKED BY CRAIN’S BUSINESS AS ONE OF NYC’S LARGEST EVENTS!

Discover  
National and  
International 
GLBT Travel

Wedding  
Wishes for 

GLBT Couples

We are proud to  
present the 7th annual 

VIDEO LOUNGE 
BIGGER AND  

BETTER

find us on

A FREE PHOTO FOR ALL  
ATTENDEES OF THE EXPO

Josh ZuckermanGlamazons Vivacious Xelle

Paul HallasyCarmella 
Cann

Ron B Lady Clover 
Honey

DJ EleganzaRichard 
Leone

Destiny 
Devin

Lovari JC Alvarez 
y

OVER 400  

VENDORS!
TAKE THE TRAIN TO THE SHOW AND SAVE!

RAIL & SHOW DISCOUNT  
GETAWAY PACKAGE

visitthejerseyshore.com

responsibility are portrayed 
in modern Israeli fi lm. $10. 
11 am. Brooklyn Heights 
Synagogue [131 Remsen 
St. near Court Street in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
522–2070], www.bhsbrook-
lyn.org. 

TALK, SQUIRREL TAXI-
DERMY CLASS: Stuff a 
squirrel with rogue taxi-
dermist Katie Innamorato. 
$300. Noon–6 pm. Morbid 
Anatomy Museum (424 A 
Third Ave. at 7th Street in 
Gowanus), observatory-
room.org. 

SPORTS, SPRING BIKE 
TUNEUP: The Diamond 
provides tools, grease, 
advice, and cheap beer for 
annual bike tune-up in the 
yard. Free. 2–4 pm. The Di-
amond [43 Franklin St. near 
Cayler Street in Green-
point, (718) 383–5030], the-
diamondbrooklyn.com. 

COMEDY, PRETTY GOOD 
FRIENDS: Hosted by Eu-
gene Mirman, with Maeve 
Higgins, Jon Benjamin: 
$18–$20. 8 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

MON, MARCH 24
FILM, “THE ROARING 

TWENTIES”: Part of the 
fi lm series “Under the Infl u-
ence: Scorsese/Walsh.” $13 
($8 members). 4:30 pm, 7 
pm and 9:30 pm. Brook-
lyn Academy of Music [30 
Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636–4100], www.bam.org. 

READING, COLMAN AN-
DREWS: Author of “My 
Usual Table,” in conversa-
tion with Ruth Reichl. Free. 
7 pm. PowerHouse Arena 
[37 Main St. at Water Street 
in Dumbo, (718) 666–3049], 
powerhousearena.com. 

MUSIC, PUSSY WOLF, DR. 
MARTINO, ERIC ZU, SEN-
ATORS: $7. 8 pm. Trash Bar 
[256 Grand St. at Driggs 
Avenue in Williamsburg, 
(718) 599–1000], www.thet-
rashbar.com. 

TUES, MARCH 25
GIRL SCOUT COOKIE POP-

UP SHOP: Credit cards 
accepted. $4. 3:30–7:30 
pm. St. George’s Episcopal 
Church (800 Marcy Ave. 
at Gates Avenue in Bed-
ford–Stuyvesant), www.
girlscoutsnyc.org. 

TALK, SPRING LECTURE 
SERIES: “Can Men Be Civi-
lized without Monogamy?” 
Free. 6–8 pm. St. Francis 
College [180 Remsen St. 
between Court and Clinton 
streets in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 489–5200], www.
sfc.edu. 

FILM, CREATED EQUAL 
SCREENING AND DIS-
CUSSION: “The Loving 
Story”: Documentary about 
the Lovings, whose land-
mark 1967 Supreme Court 
case legalized interracial 
marriage. Free. 6:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Historical Soci-
ety [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 

www.brooklynhistory.org. 
READING, PAUL ROSO-

LIE: Author of “Mother of 
God,” in conversation with 
Michael Signorelli. Free. 7 
pm. PowerHouse Arena [37 
Main St. at Water Street in 
Dumbo, (718) 666–3049], 
powerhousearena.com. 

COMEDY, DUMBO COM-
EDY: Standup hosted by 
Aaron Kominos-Smith and 
Meghan Hanley. Free. 
8 pm. Dish Dumbo [81 
Washington St. between 
York and Front streets in 
Dumbo, (718) 625–3474], 
www.facebook.com/dum-
bocomedy. 

MUSIC, NOPOP, COPAN, 
VALVED VOICE, KEITH 
VARICK: $7. 8 pm. Trash 
Bar [256 Grand St. at Dri-
ggs Avenue in Williams-
burg, (718) 599–1000], 
www.thetrashbar.com. 

WED, MARCH 26
READING, SARA BARRON: 

Author of “The Harm in 
Asking”. Free. 7 pm. Pow-
erHouse Arena [37 Main St. 
at Water Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 666–3049], www.
powerhousearena.com. 

READING, DANICA 
NOVGORODOFF: Author 
of “The Undertaking of Lily 
Chen.” In conversation with 
Whitney Matheson. Free. 
7:30 pm. Greenlight Book-
store [686 Fulton St. be-
tween S. Elliott Place and 
S. Portland Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 246–0200], 
greenlightbookstore.com. 

MUSIC, FLORDINGBLAST, 
RANGUTANG, THROW 
VISION, THE REGULARS, 
ERVIN STELLAR: $7. 8 pm. 
Trash Bar [256 Grand St. 
at Driggs Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 599–1000], 
www.thetrashbar.com. 

ART, “SELF TIMER”: Art show 
and live performance. Free. 
8 pm. Brooklyn Fire Proof 
(119 Ingraham St. at Porter 
Avenue in Bushwick), www.
brooklynfi reproof.com. 

TALK, “SCIENCE NIGHT!”: 
“Restoring Visual Function 
to Blind Mice.” $7. 8 pm. 
Silent Barn (603 Bushwick 
Ave. between Jefferson 
and Melrose streets in 
Bushwick), silentbarn.org. 

THURS, MARCH 27
FILM, FILM FESTIVAL: “New 

Voices in Black Cinema”: 
Narrative and documen-
tary fi lms showcasing the 
depth and diversity of the 
African-American experi-
ence. Brooklyn Academy 
of Music [30 Lafayette Ave. 
between Ashland Place 
and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636–4100], 
www.bam.org. 

TALK, “THE FUTURE IS HIS-
TORY”: Panelists discuss 
feminism’s impact on art in 
New York City. Free with 
museum admission. 7 pm. 
Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
brooklynmuseum.org. 

READING, “HOW TO BUILD 
A FIRE”: Prominent com-
munity members share true 
tales in this monthly series 
curated by poet Terence 
Degnan. Free. 7:30–10 
pm. Open Source Gallery 
[306 17th St. between Fifth 
and Sixth avenues in South 
Slope, (646) 279–3969], 
open-source-gallery.org. 

MUSIC, KID CUDI: With King 
Clip. $49.50–$75. 8 pm. 
Barclays Center [620 At-
lantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street 
in Prospect Heights, (917) 
618–6100], www.barclay-
scenter.com. 

MUSIC, THE VON SHAKES, 
SLIM WRAY, SHARKMUF-
FIN, THE WIVES: $8. 8 pm. 
Union Pool [484 Union Ave. 
at Meeker Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 609–0484], 
www.myspace.com/union-
pool. 

COMEDY, “#BITCHFACE 
MINI WORLD TOUR”: 
Comedy from Joe Mande. 
$14–$16. 8 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

MUSIC, MAUDE, POCKET 
POOL, COLOUR BUK, 
OWEN MCCARTHY: $7. 8 
pm. Trash Bar [256 Grand 
St. at Driggs Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 599–1000], 
www.thetrashbar.com. 

FRI, MARCH 28
THEATER, “THE EXONER-

ATED”: $20 (suggested). 
6:30 pm. St. Francis Col-
lege [180 Remsen St. be-
tween Court and Clinton 

streets in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 489–5200], www.
sfc.edu. 

COMEDY, “LOL HEALS”: 
An evening of comedy 
and art to support organ 
donation awareness. 
$20. 7:30 PM. Standard 
ToyKraft (722 Metropoli-
tan Ave., near Graham 
Avenue in Williamsburg), 
speakyourtruthinfo.word-
press.com. 

THEATER, “THE TRESTLE AT 
POPE LICK CREEK”: Two 
teenagers seek adven-
ture and escape by racing 
trains in the 1930s. $12 ($10 
students). 7:30 pm. The 
New Workshop Theater 
at Brooklyn College [2900 
Bedford Ave. at Campus 
Road in Flatbush, (718) 
951–4500]. 

THEATER, “YENTL”: A play 
by Leah Napolin and Isaac 
Bashevis Singer, directed 
by Susan Montez. $25 ($23 
seniors, children under 18). 
8 pm. Heights Players [26 
Willow Pl. between Jora-
lemon and State streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
237–2752], www.height-
splayers.org. 

SAT, MARCH 29
COMEDY, “STARFISH CIR-

CUS”: Comedy and live 
music with Greg Behrendt 
and Dave Anthony. $20. 
6:30 pm. Bell House [149 
Seventh St. at Third Av-
enue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

DANCE, SAMBA AND CA-
POEIRA: Omulu Capoeira 
Brooklyn hosts an evening 
of dance, wine, and martial 
arts. $20. 7 pm. The Living 
Gallery (1094 Broadway, 
between Dekalb Avenue 
and Pulaski Street in Bush-
wick), www.omulubrook-
lyncapoeira.com. 

MUSIC, MONTY ALEXAN-
DER: $30–$40. 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Center for the 
Performing Arts at Brook-
lyn College [2900 Campus 
Rd., between Amersfort 
Place and Kenilworth Place 
in Midwood, (718) 951–
4500], www.brooklyncen-
teronline.org. 

MUSIC, THE NEW COOK-
ERS: Free. 9 pm. Brooklyn 
Academy of Music [30 
Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636–4100], www.bam.org. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 8

Kid n play: Kid Cudi plays the Barclays Center on March 22.
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NYU LANGONE HAS MORE THAN 
10 MEDICAL LOCATIONS IN BROOKLYN.

 It’s no big surprise — Brooklyn has it all. And great medical care is certainly no exception. NYU Langone Medical Center 

now has more than 10 locations right here in Brooklyn. From routine checkups to specialized imaging and outpatient 

surgery, Brooklyn residents have access to one of the best healthcare networks in the country, right in their own backyard. 

Just how good ? The University HealthSystem Consortium recently ranked NYU Langone Medical Center #1 nationally for 

quality and patient safety. To fi nd the right NYU Langone specialist for you, call (888) 7-NYU-MED or visit nyulmc.org/brooklyn.

IF YOU THINK YOU NEED
TO GO TO MANHATTAN 

FOR GREAT MEDICAL CARE, 
WE’VE GOT A BRIDGE    

TO SELL YOU.

404328-20_NYU-Langone_BrooklynPaper_Mar2014.indd   1 3/10/14   5:59 PM

FRESH

Happy Passover

VISIT OUR

PASSOVER
SECTION

We have (or will get you)

everything you need for
your Seder Table.

“We’re not just Matzo”

Pick Quick Key Food
5th Avenue/Corner Baltic St.  

718.783.8339
* Plenty of Free Parking *

should be enough to moti-
vate the city to make those 
areas Slow Zones.

Cohen Eckstein’s mom 
said that lowering the limit is 
a matter of life and death.

“If the speed limit had 
been 20 miles an hour, 
Sammy would probably still 
be alive,” Amy Cohen said af-
ter protesters installed a sign 
on a Park Slope street.

The group  posted the sim-
ulation go-slow signs along 
Prospect Park West in No-
vember  and the city caved and 
 lowered the speed limit to 25 
miles per hour for the length 
of that road in January .

DeKalb Avenue, which 
runs from Queens to Ful-
ton Street downtown, is an 
extremely dangerous corri-
dor for pedestrians, as is the 
intersection of Kent Street 
and McGuinness Boulevard 
in Greenpoint, according to 

Stephan. Ramped-up traffic 
enforcement is also vital to 
making the borough’s mean 
streets safer, he said.

“We’re pushing for Slow 
Zones, and then after they’re 
installed, we absolutely have 
to have enforcement,” he 
said.

A spokesman for the De-
partment of Transportation 
pointed to Mayor DeBla-
sio’s Vision Zero report, 
which calls for eight new 
Slow Zones per year, as ev-
idence that safety is the agen-
cy’s number-one concern.  

“We continue to work 
with all our Vision Zero 
partner agencies as well as 
stakeholders in communi-
ties across the city to target 
speeding and dangerous driv-
ing,” said spokesman Nich-
olas Mosquera, adding that 
it has been a longstanding 
city practice to removed un-
authorized placards.

Continued from page 1

SIGNS...

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET 
EDITORIAL COVERAGE 

OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537

Advertise your 
Clinical Studies in 

New York’s 
largest group 
of community 
newspapers.

- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in Classifi eds 

and Online

Hicks streets and famously 
hosted the victory party for 
the World-Series-winning 
Brooklyn Dodgers in 1955, 
has sat fallow for decades, 
but is on its way to becom-
ing a world-class tourist des-
tination once more. 

Lumber magnate Louis 
Bossert built the 14-story 
hotel in 1909. Jehovah’s 
Witnesses bought it in the 
1980s and used it for visit-
ing members of the church. 
It also  housed a number of 
permanent residents .

Real estate developers 
David Bistricer and Joseph 
Chetrit bought the property 
in 2012 with  promises to re-
turn the Italian renaissance 
revival building to its former 
glory  and, if the gleaming de-
tails in the lobby are any in-
dication, they meant it.

Tarps and partitions still 
line the grand main floor and 
most of the other levels are 
in the midst of gut renova-
tions, with the exception of 
the 13th floor, where long-
time tenants are still bunk-
ing down.

Continued from page 1

BOSSERT...

A view from the balcony above the Bossert Hotel’s 
lobby reveals sparkling crown molding, ornate 
ceilings, and a big “B” for “Bossert.”

P
ho

to
 b

y 
St

ef
an

o 
G

io
va

nn
in

i

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

A Bushwick landlord 
punched massive holes in 
his rent-stabilized tenants’ 
floor to drive them out and 
jack up the rent, claim resi-
dents and politicians who are 
calling on the city to beef up 
laws to stop what they say is 
an epidemic of building owner 
sabotage. 

The building at 98 Linden 
St. is owned by Joel Israel, 
who renters say pledged to 
paint and put in new floor 
tiles in June but instead 
ripped two 10-feet-wide 
craters in the floor in dif-
ferent rooms on the ground 
level and left it that way in 
a bid to make the apartment 
legally unlivable and, ulti-
mately, rent the building at 
market rates. A local official 
says that such tactics are not 
punished harshly enough by 
the government.

“He has decided to take ad-
vantage of the weak policies 
of the city,” Councilman An-
tonio Reynoso (D–Bushwick) 
during a press conference at 
the building on Tuesday.

The current fines for vio-
lating housing codes are low 
enough that landlords can do 
whatever they want and ac-
cept the penalties as a cost of 
doing business, activists say. 

Sabotage!
Tenants: Bad landlord is 
wrecking our apartments

Noelia Calero, who lives on 
the ground floor at 98 Lin-
den, has a hole in her living 
room that she can see the base-
ment through, which she says 
has forced her, her husband, 
and her parents to use the 
kitchen and bathroom of an 
upstairs neighbor for the past 
10 months. To add insult to ex-
treme inconvenience, Israel 
hired a building resident to 
walk around the building play-
ing loud music, accompanied 
by a mean dog, Calero said.

“He wants to evict every-
one from the building,” she 
said. “I will not move out. I 
have lived here 23 years. This 
is my home.”

Israel owns 19 buildings 
throughout New York, 10 of 
which are in Brooklyn, in-
cluding 300 Nassau Ave. in 
Greenpoint, where tenants 
were forced out after they say 
he  took an ax to the boilers, 
thermostat, and circuit break-
ers . All of Israel’s buildings 
have been cited for code vio-
lations and many have apart-
ments that are officially un-
inhabitable, but the costs he 
has incurred are small. Is-
rael is currently facing less 
than $2,500 in fines for the 
dire state of the Linden Street 
apartment building.

Reynoso, Congresswoman 
Nydia Velazquez (D–Bush-
wick), and a coalition of com-

(Left) Tenant Noelia Calero claims that landlord Joel Israel demolished the 
floor in her kitchen and living room in June in an effort to force her out. (Right) 
Councilman Antonio Reynoso speaks in front of 98 Linden St. 
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munity groups are imploring 
the city to hit landlord sabo-
teurs with more citations and 
to create laws that would al-
low the city to seize property 

from them if they fail to clean 
up their acts.

“It is unconscionable in the 
city of New York, which is the 
financial capital of the world, 

that we would allow what this 
landlord is doing to these ten-
ants,” said Velazquez.

Israel did not respond to a 
request for comment.

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Fast-moving Kent Avenue 
is a tragedy waiting to happen, 
say neighbors who are push-
ing the city to install stoplights 
along the thoroughfare near 
East River State Park. 

Residents believe that the 
combination of tourist pedes-
trians, bicycle commuters, and 
children at play alongside 
heavy vehicles with no sig-
nals slowing them down make 
the avenue a death trap. 

“There are cars and bi-
cyclists and strollers and ice 

cream trucks,” said Friends of 
East River State Park mem-
ber Jackie Meyer. “I’ve seen 
a lot of near misses. It’s just a 
matter of time before there’s 
a tragedy.”

Last summer, nearly 8,000 
people came into the park each 
weekend for the popular hip-
ster markets Smorgasburg and 
Brooklyn Flea, Meyer said. 
Thousands of bicyclists ride 
along the bike path connecting 
Williamsburg to Fort Greene 
each day, she said.

The city says it hears the 
concerns, but that federal stan-
dards disqualify the road from 

Push for traffi c 
lights on Kent

getting new traffic signals. 
“It is federally mandated 

and if we don’t have enough of 
the mandates, we cannot do it,” 
said Joseph Palmieri, Brook-
lyn roads commissioner. 

If the city cannot install 
traffic lights, there may be 
other tools, such as rumble 
strips, that the city can use, 
said Palmieri. But because 
the avenue is a bus route, the 
city says it cannot install speed 
humps either. The excuses do 
not satisfy neighbors, who ac-
cuse city road planners of be-
ing “bean counters” who are 
twiddling their thumbs, wait-
ing for the street to rack up a 
certain number of crashes, in-
juries, or deaths before tak-
ing action.

Palmieri said he will ask 
the transportation depart-
ment to conduct more stud-
ies on the avenue. 
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forgot why it was set up in 
the first place,” said Delcina 
Biggs, a Pratt Area Commu-
nity Council tenant leader 
who spent four years fighting 
off a bogus eviction. “Now 
it’s all about landlord’s get-
ting their money.”

Housing court handles 
complaints from landlords 
trying to toss their tenants and 
from renters who have trouble 
getting owners to fix up their 
buildings. Advocates contend 
that the system is slanted in 
favor of owners, which they 
say you can see clear as day if 
you consider the fact that 14 
of 15 courtrooms in Brook-
lyn’s housing court are ded-
icated to eviction proceed-
ings, while just one handles 

tenant complaints.
“Equality does not live in 

housing court right now,” said 
Assemblyman Walter Mosely 
(D-Fort Greene), in his tes-
timony at the elaborate fake 
hearing in Borough Hall’s cer-
emonial courtroom, where, in-
cidentally, court scenes on the 
TV show “Law and Order” 
were filmed.

Tenant leaders posed as 
witnesses and talked about the 
issues tenants encounter in the 
courts after remarks from Bor-
ough President Adams, Pub-
lic Advocate Letitia James, 
and other officials.

Biggs’s story has as many 
twists and turns as advocates 
say the court system does. She 
lived in the same rent-stabilized 
apartment on E. 17th Street in 

Call 718-260-4501
digitalsolutions@cnglocal.com
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Clear Healthy Skin
  isn’t it time you call?
Medical Services we accept:
GHI, HIP, 1199, AETNA, CIGNA, UNITED, OXFORD, 
HORIZON, HEALTHNET, MEDICARE, BLUE CROSS, 
MAGNACARE, AMERICHOICE, ELDERPLAN

Cosmetic Services  Botox, Restylane, 
Juvederm, Radiesse, Sculptra, Laser Hair Removal, 
Laser Tattoo Removal, Laser Vein Removal, Torn 
Earlobe Repair, Keloid Surgery…

Coolsculpting  Trim Fat, No Needles, No Downtime

254 Prospect Park West, Park Slope
136 West 17th Street, NYC

Javier Zelaya, MD
Verna Broughton, PA 718.832.3313

the ticket, adding that she did 
not know when the organic 
grocer could expect to re-
ceive it.

A Whole Foods spokes-
man said he could not com-
ment on the impending fine 
until his offices sees it, but 
claimed work on the building, 
once the New York and Long 
Island Coignet Stone Com-
pany headquarters, started on 
Monday and is targeted for 
completion in autumn or win-
ter of this year. He stressed 
that the timeline is not set 
in stone. 

“Work officially started on 
March 10 and it’s a little un-
clear how long it might take 
until we’re actually in the 
midst of the project,” spokes-
man Michael Sinatra said.

A neighbor who has ac-
cused the organic giant of de-
stroying the building, which 
is an official city landmark, 
says he is skeptical that the 
company will follow through 
on its pledge to give the place 
a facelift, arguing that it did 
nothing to fix up the building 
even after the first fine came 
down last year.

“The day after they got is-
sued the violation, scaffold-
ing went up, but still nothing 
happened as a couple months 
went by,” said neighbor Mar-
tin Bisi. 

Whole Foods has repeat-
edly  denied that it has any-
thing to do with the structure 
falling apart .

The Coignet building was 
built in 1873 and landmarked 
in 2006.

Continued from page 1

WHOLE...

Continued from page 1

COURT...

Flatbush for 30 years and her 
landlord never pursued a ma-
jor rent increase. But when her 
building was bought in 2009, 
the new owner tried to get her 
to sign bogus leases dating back 
five years in order to justify a 
massive rent hike.

When she refused, he tried 
to evict her. The case dragged 

on for years.
“It had become so twisted 

because everything was based 
on fraudulent papers,” said Mi-
chael Grinthal, a lawyer for 
Mobilization For Youth Legal 
Services, which provides legal 
representation to people who 
cannot afford attorneys.

The eviction bid was even-

tually thrown out, but without 
a connection to an advocacy 
group like the Pratt Area Com-
munity Council, who got Grin-
thal involved, Biggs might still 
be fighting it, said Jonathon 
Furlong an organizer with the 
council.

The problem of landlord su-
premacy extends to the court-
house at 141 Livingston St., 
said the pols, pointing out that 
the city rents the building from 
David Bistricer, a big-time 
landowner who made now-
Mayor DeBlasio’s list of worst 
landlords in the city back in 
2010, when DeBlasio was pub-
lic advocate. The space is run-
down, too small to handle to-
day’s caseloads, and is difficult 
for disabled people to access, 
tenants said. They demanded 
more translators, better legal 
services, and easier access to 
information about how court 
proceedings work.

between sets.
Rent and bartenders get 

paid out of what the space 
makes on drink sales, but 
that is apparently not enough 
to cover the mounting costs 
of staying open. Even if the 
lounge comes up with the cash, 
it will still have to contend with 
a landlord who wants to at least 
double the rent when the lease 
runs out in two months, ac-
cording to former owner and 
current booking agent Steve 
Trimboli.

“I’m devastated, but I also 
understand that it was a matter 
of time because of the way this 
neighborhood is exploding,” 
he said. “I knew that when the 

lease was up, it was not going 
to be good.”

Trimboli declined to say 
how much rent the venue cur-
rently pays. 

Despite the doomsday 
prophecies, friends and 
neighbors are starting to rally 
to come up with funds. Ny-
ssa Frank, who runs the Liv-
ing Gallery across the street 
and rents from the same land-
lord, said she would be will-
ing to throw a benefit event 
for Goodbye Blue Monday 
in her space. 

“It is a totally unpreten-
tious venue that has devoted 
itself to musicians who need a 
space,” said Frank. “It would 
be a tragedy to lose it.” 

Continued from page 1

BLUE...

Beverly Rivers and Jean Wilinson take part in the 
protest organized by Brooklyn Tenants United.
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Brooklyn’s Business 
Trade Show is Coming

April 2, 2014
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S U P P L Y   C O R P

THE BROOKLYN

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 

Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

Enhance your culture.
Improve your bottom line.

Brooklyn.

Two Trees Management Co, LLC

45 Main Street, Suite 602, DUMBO, Brooklyn, NY 11201 
Commercial and Residential Property Management

Find out how by visiting, 
TwoTreesNY.com

Move your business
to DUMBO, Brooklyn.

EVENTS IN DUTCHESS
COUNTY INCLUDE:

SPRING INTO
DUTCHESS COUNT Y!

Exploring gardens. Cruising the Hudson River. Dining at a farm-to-table restaurant. Celebrating at a festival. There isn’t 
just one way to enjoy the spring season in Dutchess County. There are many!

Give yourself time to bike across the Walkway Over the Hudson, do some shopping, or go horseback riding. Walk through 
our historic estates, play through our golf courses, and stay through the weekend in a cozy B&B or full-service hotel.

Simple and Sophisticated.  You Deserve Dutchess.

d  

Visit DutchessTourism.com/hvtrip 
to plan your trip to Dutchess 

with our Hudson Valley Trip Planner!

ough and, before long, they 
had grown too big for venues 
such as Matchless and Union 
Pool, forcing them into their 
current home in Gowanus’ 
Bell House.

Timms charges admission 
to the Takedowns, but it is 
free to compete. All gastro-
nomical gladiators have to 
come up with are their own 
supplies. Prizes are often fur-
nished by corporate spon-
sors — usually they consist 
of a food processor, a set of 
knives, or some cookware. 
The master master of ceremo-
nies would not divulge how 
much he makes per event, but 
said that it covers his rent. His 
only concern now is that the 
Takedown brand could one 
day get too big.

“I just want to make sure 
they stay like a Takedown, 
like I used to have in my liv-
ing room,” he said, explain-
ing that amateurism is key to 
the events, as opposed to the 
polished approach of profes-
sional cooks.

“This thing about emerg-
ing home cooks is really im-
portant,” he said. “Chefs 
suck.”

Timms takes exception to 
formally trained chefs be-
cause they practice making 
the same dish over and over 

again, whereas home cooks 
get to improvise and do what 
they feel like.

“[Cooking is] not an art, 
no matter what a chef says,” 
he said. “Anyone who says 
it is is full of s---.”

The frank impresario do-
nates a small portion of what 
he makes at the cooking con-
tests to the Women’s Educa-
tion Project, an organization 
that helps young women pur-
sue higher education in In-
dia, and the art battles are 
entirely for charity, he said. 
He auctions off the art pieces 
afterwards and donates the 
proceeds to a different cause 
each time, he said.

Timms has an arts back-
ground thanks to his father, 
a museum director, and his 
mother, a painter, but he is 
quick to point out he is no 
Van Gogh.

“I’m a s----- artist, my-
self,” he said.

Timms’s first non-food 
match was a  Bob Ross Take-
down , where he projected 
an episode of the smooth-
talking painter’s how-to 
show and contestants tried 
to paint along.

“I thought it would be 
more of a competition,” he 
said. “But artists are such 
hippies.”

These days, Timms often 

Continued from page 1

CHILI...

Matt Timms has hosted offbeat contests at bars around Brooklyn for more than a decade (see cover story). The 
Takedown events started as chili cook-offs advertised with black-and-white flyers and have evolved to incorporate 
bacon, Bob Ross paintings, and out-of-this world color posters. Look back at some of the most radical Takedowns 
Brooklyn has ever seen and the flyers that promoted them, as told by Timms.  — Matthew Perlman

Battle of the Takedown fl yers

Grits Takedown, 2010
JUDGES’ WINNER: Gravlax and 
grits (kind of like lox)

PEOPLE’S WINNER: Brazilian grits

FLYER INPIRATION: “The warrior 
princess became an octopus. 
She eventually went on to satanic 
rituals.”

FAVORITE MEMORY: “All the 
Southern transplants came out and 
people just went to town. They get 
all serious on you when you start 
talking grits.”

FUN FACT: Grits were chosen 
because this Takedown was part 
of the Food Film Festival, which 
featured a documentary about 
grits.

Meatball Takedown, 2013
JUDGES’ WINNER: Great Wall of 
Meatball

PEOPLE’S WINNER: Frankie 
Meatballs

POSTER INSPIRATION: “There’s 
spaghetti and meatballs. Why not 
snakes and meatballs?”

FAVORITE MEMORY: “There 
was this deep-fried meatball with 
a ravioli in the middle of it. It was 
insane!”

FUN FACT: Timms didn’t want 
to do meatballs, but a friend 
pressured him into it. Now the dish 
is his favorite.

Bob Ross Takedown, 2013
PEOPLE’S WINNER: Alice Q. 
Hoang

POSTER INSPIRATION: “It’s 
zombie Bob Ross. First of all, he’s 
dead. But also, you have to spin 
Bob Ross on his head. That’s the 
whole idea.”

FAVORITE MEMORY: “People 
are such artists. Some one 
painted a Bob Ross painting with 
a volcano. One was with Bushwick 
tenements.”

FUN FACT: Bob Ross was the fi rst 
art Takedown. All the proceeds 
went to Citymeals-on-Wheels.

takes his show on the road, 
sharing the joy of competi-
tive home cooking with cit-
ies all over the country. He 
books about 15 events a year 
and the job has brought him 
to San Franscisco, Portland, 
and Boston, to name a few, 

he said. 
A Mac and Cheese Take-

down is coming up on March 
23 at the Bell House. Thirty 
competitors are signed up 
and the 250 spectator tick-
ets have already sold out for 
$15 a pop.
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By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

Welcome to rock and roll 
elementary school.

Students and teachers at 
PS 81 in Bedford-Stuyvesant 
got up and danced on March 
12 during a performance by 
local musician Suzi Shelton 
— Ms. Suzi to most of her 
petite fans. 

The show was part of an 
event organized by the arts 
group InspireCorps whose 
name, judging by the stu-
dent response, the young-
sters took to heart.

“It was great for the kids 
to jump around,” said Deb-
orah Watts, a kindergarten 
teacher at the school who 
got into the swing of things. 
“And me too.”

The group put on the con-
cert for kindergartners and 
first- and second-graders at 
the school on DeKalb Avenue 
between Lewis and Stuyve-
sant avenues. It also brought in 
up-and-coming hip hop artist 
Donnovan Blocker, who goes 
by the stage name Dyme-A-
Duzin, to the school to speak 
with older students about his 
budding career and the im-
portance of writing.

InspireCorps is an orga-
nization founded last year by 
Park Slope mom and  Brook-

Schoolhouses ready to rock
New arts organization bringing music direct to kids

their crafts and to get kids 
interested in creative pur-
suits.

“The artists need to make 
money,” Thompson said. “And 
it’s a great win-win to have the 
artists at the schools.”

Ms. Suzi, who also lives 
in Park Slope, spoke to the 
children about her love of 
music.

“Songwriting is some-
thing that everyone can do,” 
she told her tiny audience. “A 
song is just a poem put into 
a melody.”

The teachers were im-
pressed with the produc-
tion.

“The kids really liked 
how interactive it was,” said 
Watts.

Blocker, who is 21 and 
about to release an album 
on Atlantic Records, talked 
to the older kids about how 
he got started writing songs 
in an East Flatbush public 
school much like theirs. He 
said a teacher told him to keep 
a journal and it became a good 
way for him express the things 
he saw in everyday life.

“It’s really important that 
kids are able to express their 
life experiences in a produc-
tive way,” Thompson said.

The musician’s fee for this 
Ms. Suzi performance was 

provided by the parents of 
Silvia Schohn, a student at 
Thompson’s kids’ school PS 
107 who wanted other young-
sters to hear the songstress 
that would not have other-
wise had the chance.

“I want a school that doesn’t 
normally get Ms. Suzi to get 
Ms. Suzi,” Schohn said.

InspireCorps is hosting 
a fund-raising gala on May 
2 that will feature musical 
performances by Blocker 
and others.

“A Night to Inspire” ben-
efit at Roulette Theater (509 
Atlantic Ave. between Third 
Ave. and Nevins Street, 
www.inspirecorps.org). May 
2 at 7 pm. $90 to $100.

lyn Paper parenting columnist 
Stephanie Thompson  with the 
mission of bringing artists, 
writers, and musicians to low-
income schools to get students 
interested in the arts.

Thompson got the idea 
for the organization when 
she noticed while volunteer-
ing with a literacy program 

that schools in poor areas do 
not get the type of arts pro-
gramming her sons’ school in 
Park Slope gets. She wanted 
to change that.

“Offering kids access and 
engagement to arts is crucial,” 
she said.

InspireCorps pays local 
artists to tell students about 

Singer-songwriter Ms. Suzi performed with gui-
tarist Greg Mayo, at PS 81 in Bedford-Stuyvesant 
on March 12.
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(7732)
www.parkslopedaycamp.com

.5

Spring Break Mini Camp

7 days

2 blocks from B. Bridge Park Pier 6 Playgrnd 
2 floors Restaurant and Play Space 
81 Atlantic Ave (@Hicks)  718-923-9710  
Mon-Wed 10am—3:00pm,  
Thurs-Sun 10am — 8:30pm  
www.themoxiespot.com 

THE 

SPOT 

Come Together  
with Family & Friends 

Singalongs $5/child, Otherwise 2nd Floor Play Fee $2.50/child 
$2.50 play fee waived with each $15 food purchase 

 Thursdays are FUN!  
Concert & Balloon Twisting 4-6p, $15/family suggstd 

Family Disco Movie Night, Bingo Night! 

NIGHT 

Wii Night 

Singalongs DAY Storytimes Dance Around 

“Best Restaurant Play Room”- TimeOut 
NY Kids! 

Let Your Freak Flag Fly! 

Live Music Every Saturday Night 9:30PM - 1AM 

OPEN MIC SATURDAY NIGHT 
MUSIC | SPOKEN WORD | COMEDY | POETRY 

Beer - Wine - Liquor - Food 

at The Moxie Spot Restaurant 
www.facebook.com/shindigbrooklyn 

I have one daughter already 
in college and the other 
only a couple of years 

away, and I am so glad for 
Susan Patton’s new book, 
“Marry Smart, Advice for 
Finding The One” — Not! 

Her key piece of advice is, 
“When she enters college, your 
daughter will never again be 
as young, as beautiful, as at-
tractive to men, or as fertile. 
Encourage her to make the 
best use of this time.” 

So, I’m to teach my girls 
that college is the best time 
to find a husband with good 
genes and prospects for pro-
ducing and supporting my 
future grandchildren? Don’t 
waste your time, girls, with 
things like classes, discuss-
ing ideas, being creative and 
adventurous, playing sports, 
or building meaningful, last-
ing friendships. Instead, fo-

cus on catching a man, los-
ing weight, finding a husband, 
learning self-reliance by bak-
ing and, did I mention, find-
ing a husband.

At first, I thought I could 
dismiss this prehistoric view 
of women, relationships, and 
marriage as so many other 
commentators have in snarky 
and scathing critiques. Then 
I picked up my 16-year-old’s 
copy of Seventeen magazine 
lying on the kitchen table. This 
month is “The Hair Issue.”

Looking closely, there is a 
small logo in the corner of the 
cover that says “Girl Power” 
but 90 percent of the magazine 
is fashion, beauty, and “The 
Hot Guys of Divergent.” In 
the “Love and Guys” section, 
there is a piece called, “How 
Spicy are Your Moves?” An-
other stand-out is the article, 
“Spring Break Booty Camp.” 

PARENTKIDS • SCHOOL • STYLE • TEENS • CAMPS • MUSIC

Is college about fi nding a husband?
All this in a pe-
riodical aimed at 
12- to 19-year-
olds. Where’s 
the girl power 
in that?

The message 
is overwhelming: 
what is most im-
portant to my daughters’ hap-
piness is the attention they re-
ceive from men — the attitude 
is as pervasive as smartphones 
and air. How they dress, how 
they speak, how they act, 
walk, eat all needs to be tai-

lored to the men they want 
to attract.

How I treat my kids, how 
I speak to them, and what I 
expect of them can provide 
some inoculation. I can tell my 
daughters they are competent, 

smart, creative people who can 
achieve whatever they chose, 
be it changing the world, hav-
ing children or both. 

I remember talking to a 
father of a high-school boy 
a few years back when the 
book and documentary, “Oral 
Sex is the New Goodnight 
Kiss” came out. That dad felt 
he couldn’t tell his son not 
to receive what might be of-
fered. How do I prepare my 
daughters for the boys they 
will encounter?

“Marry Smart” is a guide-
book to all the diminishing, 

marginalizing, sexist atti-
tudes my daughters have 
faced their whole lives and 
will continue to face as they 
enter the workplace, adult re-
lationships, and maybe, even-
tually, marriage. 

I’ve decided they should 
read the book and the flood 
of smart, thoughtful critiques, 
and ask themselves, what is 
the life I want to lead? 

Then they should go for 
that. Whatever it is will be a 
lot more fun, fulfilling, and 
challenging than worrying 
about finding a husband.

By Scott Sager

The 
Dad

Lefferts Gardens Charter School (LGCS) is now accepting applications for the 
upcoming 2014-2015 school year. LGCS is a free public charter school serving 
grades K-5, located at 601 Parkside Avenue, between Rogers and Bedford Av-
enues. We are co-located with PS 92 and our main offi ce is in Room 315.

LEFFERTS GARDENS CHARTER SCHOOL 

OUR MISSION is to utilize an environmental science program to develop 
academically motivated and civic-minded students to succeed in competitive high 
school and college programs.

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE lies at the core of LGCS’s academic program. The 
natural world – and its opportunities for inquiry – provides the centerpiece for the 
LGCS curriculum.

TO APPLY go to: http://leffertsgardens.org/; click on the Admission tab and 
choose: 2014-2015 New Student Application. Application deadline is April 1, 2014.

Come visit us at our Open House Tuesday, March 25, 2014 at 9:00 am sharp!

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE SCHOOL

NOW ACCEPTING 
APPLICATIONS 

OPEN HOUSE—Tuesday, March 25 at 9am
and names,” he said. “I took 
out all 32 books by going back 
six times that day and didn’t go 
to school for a month.”

He began teaching in 1972, 
which is the same year that he 
officiated at the World Chess 
Championship match between 
Fischer and Russian defending 

of her math teacher during 
a competition that was part 
of the March 14 Pi Day fes-
tival at Bedford-Stuyvesant 
Collegiate school on Gates 
Avenue. Even she was sur-
prised by the feat.

“It is exciting to know that I 
was able to memorize a larger 
amount of pi,” said 14-year-old 
Yolanda Dunbar. “I am im-
pressed with myself.”

As a reward, Dunbar got 
to throw a pie — the edible 
kind — in the face of her math 
teacher. The second- through 

champion Boris Spassky. 
Pandolfini was portrayed 

by Ben Kingsley — yes, the 
guy who played Gandhi — 
in the 1993 movie “Search-
ing for Bobby Fischer.” 

The master’s Brooklyn tour 
is being organized by the group 
Chess NYC, which for years 
only operated in Williams-
burg’s IS 318, the middle school 
whose award-winning chess 
club was the subject of a doc-
umentary called “The Brook-
lyn Castle.” The group has now 
expanded to two elementary 
schools — one in Greenpoint 
and one in Prospect Heights — 
and the Ella McQueen juve-
nile detention center in Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant. 

Chess NYC offers early-
bird, lunch, and after-school 
programs, as well as chess 
camps on every day that 
school is not in session, with 
the goal of making the game 
less elitist. 

“When I was a kid, it was 
four quarters or nine innings 
or I was not interested,” said 
Michael Propper, who runs 
Chess NYC. “We are working 
on making chess more main-
stream so that it is in the kids’ 
consciousness.”

Continued from page 1

CHESS...

fourth-place winners were 
awarded got to challenge the 
teacher of their choice to a 
pie-eating contest. 

Dunbar said she learned 
half the digits of pi by lis-
tening to a song she found 
on YouTube and half by rote 
memorization. 

This is the second year Dun-

bar won. Back in the sixth 
grade, she beat out her class-
mates and creamed then-math-
teacher Caitlin Webster, who 
says the annual party is an ex-
cuse to inject some fun into the 
sometimes-dry subject. 

“We celebrate Pi Day to cre-
ate some joy and excitement 
around math,” said Webster. 

“It is something that is fun and 
not strictly challenging.”

The school hosts other 
wacky math events, including 
Fun Facts Friday, when teachers 
dressed as ninjas storm class-
rooms and students have to cor-
rectly multiply to help free their 
tiger mascot, whom the ninjas 
have supposedly kidnapped.

Continued from page 1

PI...

IN PRINT
Pick up The Brooklyn Paper every Friday across 
Greenpoint, Williamsburg, Downtown and 
Brownstone Brooklyn. Each print edition delivers 
news, arts, and entertainment, plus our original 
columnists, cartoonists and the world’s best 
Cyclones coverage in a convenient package. It’s 
one-stop shopping with excitement on every page.

ON THE WEB
No one else — no blog, no website, 
no “news aggregator” — covers our 
neighborhoods with the intensity of 
BrooklynPaper.com. The award-winning site 
is updated several times every day, offering 
fresh news, arts and features — faster, better 
and deeper than any other online publication. 
Visit it several times a day — to stay on top of 
the greatest city in the world: Brooklyn.

TWO WAYS TO LOVE

THE BROOKLYN PAPER and 
BrooklynPaper.com

Your place for a full dose of Brooklyn!

Your Neighborhood  — Your News

BrooklynPaper.com

Your Neighborhood  — Your News

SERVING BROWNSTONE BROOKLYN, WILLIAMSBURG & BAY RIDGE

NOW OPEN IN COBBLE HILL

266 COURT ST. (Between Kane & DeGraw) (347) 799-2902

Call ahead or order online at www.FiveGuys.com

By Kate Briquelet

The city is planning a major over-

haul of the base of Atlantic Avenue 

— where pedestrians have been play-

ing a game of “Frogger” since Brook-

lyn Bridge Park’s Pier 6 opened last 

year — and it looks like the pedestri-

ans have won.

The Department of Transportation’s 

plan — to be built out later this sum-

mer — will dedicate much less road-

way to cars and much more space to 

pedestrians and bicyclists.

At Atlantic Avenue and Furman 

Street, the eastbound and westbound 

lanes will be reduced from 40 feet wide 

to 20 feet. Two northbound lanes on 

Columbia Street, about 15 feet each, 

will be shaved down to 12 feet to make 

room for foot traffic.

Here’s a breakdown:

sidewalk and two-way bike path at Co-

lumbia Street, between Atlantic Ave-

nue and the BQE entrance. Barriers 

will separate car lanes and the bikeway, 

which will replace one lane of south-

By Daniel Bush

The majority of Catholic 

churchgoers in Brooklyn we 

spoke to disagree with Bishop 

Nicholas DiMarzio’s  edict to ban 

politicians who voted for same-

cial appearances at church events  

and to decline donations from any 

politician who approves of gay 

marriage.
The borough’s top Catho-

lic grabbed headlines last week 

when he made the proclamation 

following the state legislature’s 

couples to marry.

But not all members of his flock 

agree with the bishop stance that 

the law is a “nail in the coffin” of 

traditional marriage that would 

destroy “the single most important 

institution in human history.”

“I take what I need from my 

religion and ignore what I don’t 

agree with,” said Carroll Gardens 

resident Amy Cacciola, who at-

tends mass at Sacred Hearts & 

St. Stephen Church on Summit 

Street at Carroll Street. “He’s a 

bit out of touch.”

Other critics said DiMarzio 

should not have thrust the church 

into the center of a debate that en-

gulfed lawmakers — and capti-

vated the public — for much of 

last month.

Faithful, bishop, at odds over same-sex marriage

Here’s what parishioners from across Brooklyn had to say about Bishop Nicholas 

DiMarzio’s decision to ban state officials who voted for same-sex marriage from 

participating in church and school functions:

“I completely 

disagree [with the 

bishop]. Relation-

ships should be 

based on love — 

don’t mix religion 

and politics.”

“I’m proud of the 

bishop. [His posi-

tion] is perfect.”
“Churches don’t 

have to be in-

volved in politics. 

I don’t think that 

the church should 

be saying these 

things.”

“Everybody 

should be able to 

get married, no 

matter who it is.”

“I don’t think that the [bishop] 

should be saying these things,” 

said Humberto Chavez, a mem-

ber of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

in Sunset Park. “I don’t think the 

church should be involved in pol-

itics.”
DiMarzio announced his 

edict two days after Gov. An-

drew Cuomo signed the bill le-

advised parishes and schools to 

refuse any awards or honors from 

state officials who supported the 

measure, and barred them from 

appearing at special events such 

as graduations, though not from 

attending religious services.

Shortly after his proclamation 

was released, Our Lady of Mt. 

Carmel’s parish school in Wil-

liamsburg returned a $50 schol-

arship check from Assemblyman 

Joe Lentol (D–Williamsburg), a 

gay nups supporter.

The controversial position also 

sparked an outcry from marriage 

equality advocates, many of whom 

are  planning a celebration at Bor-

A planned revamp for the base of Atlantic Avenue will help prevent 

the “Frogger” style escape people face when they leave Pier 6.

Panel approves more pedestrian-friendly entrance to park

bound traffic on Columbia Street. 

of Atlantic Avenue across from Fur-

man Street will be replaced with a pe-

destrian plaza giving parkgoers stuck 

walking along the Pier 7 fence more 

room to navigate.

at Atlantic Ave and the park entrance 

and a pedestrian island will be built in 

the middle of Atlantic Avenue, between 

Columbia and Furman streets.

will be built on the north side of Atlan-

tic Avenue at the BQE on-ramp. 

The B63 bus will also no longer make 

a U-turn at the base of Atlantic Ave-

nue and instead be rerouted onto park 

roadways, city officials said. 

Since the southern leg of Brooklyn 

By Daniel Bush

Get ready for a tidal wave of traffic 

on Pacific Street.

A city plan to  reroute Fourth Avenue 

traffic down Pacific  between Fourth and 

Flatbush avenues goes into effect later 

this month and the change, intended 

to unclog the triangle where Flatbush, 

Fourth and Atlantic avenues meet across 

from developer Forest City Ratner’s 

$1-billion Barclays Center, has some 

residents fearing a never-ending traf-

fic jam on small blocks nearby.

Under the  permanent change , which 

has been pushed back from July 15 to on 

or around July 29, cars headed Down-

town on Fourth Avenue will no longer 

be able to get directly to Flatbush Ave-

nue. Instead, cars headed toward cen-

tral Brooklyn can turn right onto Pacific 

Street, which will change from a one-way 

westbound to eastbound between Fourth 

and Flatbush avenues. Once down Pacific, 

cars can continue onto Flatbush.

For cars headed toward the Manhat-

Kate Briquelet

Sayonara, thieves!

A local karate master is so 

fed up with muggings in Fort 

Greene Park that she’s teaching 

women to strike and snap-kick 

any attacker who comes their way 

—with martial arts classes held 

in the greenspace itself.

“Enough is enough!” said 

Beverly Bradley, a 42-year-old 

Bedford-Stuyvesant black belt 

who started to include self-de-

fense moves in all of her body-

toning classes in March. “These 

things make me crazy. You have 

KARATE CHOP 
Sensei teaches self-defense classes 

in crime-plagued Fort Greene Park

Not even reporter Kate Briquelet (right) can match Beverly Bradley’s mugger-beating skills!

Visiting Parisienne Gentry Lane places pooch Napoleon in 

a mock guillotine in the annual Bastille Day celebration on 

Smith Street on July 10. 

In the doghouse
By Alex Rush

A new ice cream parlor that just 

opened on the Coney Island Board-

walk could be the first phase of an 

Italian invasion that would trans-

form the People’s Playground’s 

honky-tonk waterfront into a ha-

ven for espresso-loving brunchers 

who controls the lease wants it. 

An Italian restaurateur opened 

Coney’s Cones, a gelato cafe, on 

Saturday, and plans to open three 

more restaurants that will give the 

summer. He is leasing the space 

from Boardwalk landlord Cen-

tral Amusement International, the 

Italian company that runs Luna 

Park and took control of the strip 

last year.
 “The Boardwalk should be a 

place where you can sit outside, re-

co-owner Michele Merlo, who 

opened the shop with business 

partner Julio Gonzalez.

The duo plans to open an Ital-

ian seafood spot called Da Ponte 

(“by bridge” in English,) a yet-to-

be named beer garden, and an inter-

national food court called Mundo 

Espresso with your hot dog?

Italian shops to reshape 

Coney Island Boardwalk

(Spanish for “world”).

The Boardwalk makeover was 

 first reported  by NY1. 

The transformation sets in mo-

tion the vision of Central Amuse-

ments CEO Valerio Ferrari who 

 told us last year  that he would 

like the Boardwalk to become 

more like an Italian piazza than 

a beachfront dive.

“Why can’t you sit down with 

your newspaper and enjoy a coffee 

and the great view of the beach?” 

said Ferrari at the time.

But the news of the incom-

ing Italian invasion is an added 

blow to the old-school Board-

walk businesses who are being 

kicked out by Central Amuse-

ment this fall to make way for 

new eateries. Nine mom-and-

pops first got the boot last year, 

but most of them battled their 

evictions in court and  settled 

with Central Amusement to 

stay on for a final summer . 

The agreement stipulates that 

they cannot protest when their 

leases end on Oct. 31.

But most still insist that they 

are getting a raw deal.

“We developed a beer garden, 

so why are they bringing some-

one else in who is doing the same 

thing?” said Carl Muraco, whose 

Beer Island bar will likely be re-

placed by Merlo and Gonzalez’s 

business. “It doesn’t make any 

sense to be kicking everyone out 

to bring in the same things.”

Gonzalez and Merlo are the 

only people so far that Central 

Amusement has hired to re-Julio Gonzalez, co-owner 

of Coney’s Cones, says that 

his shop has some of the 

best ice cream and italian 

ices in town.
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By Natalie O’Neill

A group of cyclists is demanding 

that the city paint bike symbols on the 

car lanes in Prospect Park in the wake 

of several bicycle crashes — and park 

officials are listening.

To clear up hazy bike-and-walk-

ing path rules — which shift during 

the park’s car-free hours — cyclists 

are circulating a petition to rejigger 

street symbols to reflect how the park 

loop is most often used.

Petitioner Mark Simpson — who 

broke his elbow in a collision with a 

rogue skater — says the street has be-

ers and rollerbladers, who simply 

don’t know the “bike lane” is actu-

ally reserved for walkers 90 percent 

of the time.

“It’s not clear at all,” Simpson said. 

“You should be able to walk into the 

park and know what to do.”

At least three “serious” accidents 

have occurred in the park this year, 

one of which involved a cyclist who 

Cyclist Mark Simpson wants safer 

conditions in Prospect Park.

MEAN
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parked right outside my 
door on most days,” she 

said. “The fact that the 
community is supporting 
these non-local vendors is 
beyond ignorant.”The Park Slope Civic 

Council and the Fifth Av-
enue Business Improve-
ment District have also 
lodged complaints with 

the Alliance. But Alliance spokesman 
Eugene Patron said that the 

food truck confab will ben-
efit the community.“There are concerns every 

time there is a big change,” said 
Patron. “But we strongly be-
lieve that having something so 
exciting happening at the park 
only increases interest in — and 

exploration of — the neighbor-
hood around it.”Pullicio hungrily dis-

agrees. 
“All the trucks do for us is 

leave a mess for the Sanitation 
Department to clean up with 
taxpayer dollars. So for them 
to swoop in out of nowhere and 
steal away our business in the 
height of our season is beyond 
infuriating.”Susan Povich, who plans to 

make her popular Red Hook 
Lobster Pound truck a regular 
at the rallies, bristles at these 
accusations.  “We are all responsible busi-

ness owners. We clean up after 
ourselves, accrue our fair share 
of expenses and between us, 

By Sarah Zorn
Grand Army Plaza’s food 

truck rally has become a food 
fight.

The Prospect Park Alliance’s 
decision to expand its  one-
time festival  into a monthly 
event — to be held on the 
third Sunday of every 
month until Oct. 16 — 
has inflamed many lo-
cal business owners.“This neighborhood is being 

exploited by a fad,” fumed Jan-
ice Pullicio, owner of Naidre’s 
café on Seventh Avenue near 
12th Street. “We pay rent and 
taxes in the Park Slope com-
munity. Considering the eco-
nomic hardship of the past few 
years, Prospect Park should be 

By Aaron Short
Southern Brooklyn is on the wrong 

side of the digital divide.Mayor Bloomberg announced that 

the city and AT&T would provide free 

wireless services in 20 parks, includ-

ing Prospect Park, McCarren Park, and 

Brooklyn Bridge Park. But none of those locations are south 

of 15th Street — leaving residents from 

Windsor Terrace to Sheepshead Bay 

feeling digitally duped.Bloomberg defended the program 

in a weekly radio address, saying it 

would give New Yorkers a reason to 

“get outside and enjoy our beautiful 

parks,” while also doing their work 

in them.
“And on a nice summer day, there’s 

simply no better place in the world,” 

The ‘digital divide’
Mayor’s park-Wi-Fi plan cuts off most of boro

Park Slope merchants object to new monthly truck rally

A city program to bring wireless 

Internet into the parks will only 

benefit the ultra-hip northern 

part of the borough, where Wi-Fi 

is practically everywhere already. 

said Bloomberg, who made his fortune 

building technology to help the finan-

cial industry.“We’re digitally behind — there’s 

already little bandwidth here and the 

phone service is terrible,” said Renee 

Giordano, executive director of the Sun-

set Park BID. “We need to bring free 

Wi-Fi to the commercial strip and Sun-

set Park, and bring the community up 

to par with other neighborhoods.”
A Parks Department spokesman said 

that AT&T’s wireless contract does not 

preclude the city from expanding Wi-

Fi to other parks through other arrange-

ments, but there are no plans to do so 

at this time.As a result, the digital chasm between 

North and Southern Brooklyn could 

widen. Studies have shown that individ-

Jennifer Aguirrie can enjoy Wi-Fi 

in Brooklyn Bridge Park, thanks 

to an initiative to get 20 city 

parks outfitted this summer.

Do trucks like these hurt local businesses? Some mer-

chants in Park Slope think so, and are objecting to a 

new monthly “Food Truck Rally” in Prospect Park.

By J.J. Despain and Aaron Short

New York Waterway launched 
its much-anticipated ferry fleet 
on Monday, shuttling Manhat-
tan-bound commuters across 
the East River  for the first time 
since 2009 .A boatload of giddy pub-

lic officials, including Mayor 
Bloomberg, cut a ceremonial 
ribbon and boarded a 76-foot 
catamaran in Williamsburg to 
celebrate the ship’s maiden voy-
age to Midtown — the result of 
a three-year,  $9.3-million sub-
sidy by the city .Bloomberg called the money 

an investment in the city’s wa-
terfront development. 

“The new ferry service will 
augment growth of Brooklyn 
neighborhoods and make it eas-
ier for New Yorkers to commute 
from and get to these residen-
tial neighborhoods and water-
front parks,” he said.The new service will make 

stops at Fulton Ferry Landing 
in DUMBO, Schaefer Landing 
and Northside Pier in Williams-

By Alex Rush
Most bikinis only charge 

the libido, but a Downtown de-
signer has invented a sun-pow-
ered bikini that can also charge 

iPods.
The Solar Bikini, made by An-

drew Schneider, has USB sock-
ets sewn into the fabric of the 
bottom piece. Schneider, who 
lives on Red Hook Lane between 

Fulton and Livingston streets, 
lined the suit with 40 paper-thin 
panels called photovoltaic cells. 
The panels convert the sun’s ra-
diation into electricity that can 

By Thomas Tracy and Haru Coryne
The walls are closing in on 

Rep. Anthony Weiner.The Democratic firebrand 
whose cyber romps with at least 
six women has left his personal 
life and political career in sham-
bles — and has made him a raun-
chy gift that keeps on giving to 
local tabloids and late-night 
jokesters — is within a hair’s 
breadth of resigning, political 
insiders said on Tuesday.Weiner’s impending decision 

comes as fellow Democrats — 
including President Obama — 
encouraged the Sheepshead Bay 
Democrat to step down as “Wein-
ergate” enters its third week.

“If it was me, I would resign,” 
Obama told NBC’s “Today Show” 
on June 14. “Obviously, what he 
did was highly inappropriate. He’s 
embarrassed himself — he’s ac-
knowledged that — and he’s em-
barrassed his wife and family.”

Weiner’s  lurid online romances  
first came to light on May 27, 
when he tried to send a soft core 
tweet of his groin to a 21-year-
old Seattle co-ed, but acciden-
tally sent the picture to his 50,000 
Twitter followers.The seven-term legislator ini-

tially lied that his Twitter account 
had been hacked, but finally came 
clean about sending the raunchy 
photo and  having online relations 
with at least five other women .

Weiner held firm then that 
he would not step down, claim-
ing he hadn’t use congressional 
computers or phones for his cy-
ber dalliances.But more revelations have 

emerged:

come forward disputing Wein-
er’s claims that he never used 

The “Yogi Berra,” part of the new East River ferry fleet, 

docks at Brooklyn Bridge Park in DUMBO.

By Daniel Ng
A beloved stuffed animal lost by 

a traumatized 2-year-old in a Cob-
ble Hill playground last month is 
facing torture and a painful death 
— unless the tot’s horrified mother 
meets the “kidnapper’s” demand for 
$10,000 worth of cupcakes.

Gluten- and peanut-free, no 
less.

It might just be a joke — but 

Susannah Bortner isn’t willing to 
take that chance.“I would gladly bake 10,000 cup-

cakes,” Bortner said, thinking of 
her toddler, Donovan, and his lost 
bear, Mr. Bear. “There is a part of 
me wishing this is real.” Alas, it likely is not.But there are a million stories in 

the naked city — few more grip-
ping, heart-rending and less-plau-

‘Kidnappers’ want $10,000 in 
cupcakes for toddler’s darling

David Palmer and Susannah Bortner just want son Donovan’s 

beloved teddy bear back unharmed. Someone responded to 

their “Lost” poster by posting a ransom note below it.

Ready for a charge?

WHO LOVES THE SUN? A Brooklyn designer is selling solar-powered bikinis that 

energize iPods and phones (among other things).

Designer’s solar bikini can power your iPod

burg, and India Street in Green-
point every 20 to 30 minutes for 
14 hours a day. The ferry is free until June 24, 

when water commuters will pay 
$4 for a single ride or $140 for a 
monthly pass. There’s a $1 sur-
charge for bikes.The last company to ferry pas-

sengers across the East River 
pulled up anchor two years ago 

Seven days he’d like to forget

congressional equipment. Lisa 
Weiss, a Democratic volunteer 
from Las Vegas, claimed that 
she and Weiner had phone sex 
on congressman’s private office 
line in August, 2010. And the web-

site TMZ published pictures that 
Weiner, clad only in a towel in the 
Congressional gym, apparently 
sent to another woman.

By Meredith Deliso
The Weiner jokes haven’t 

gone limp yet.The Park Slope bar Der 
Kommissar is capitalizing on 
the Midwood congressman’s 
fall from grace with — what 
else? — a hot dog special fea-
turing two “Anthony Weiners” 
for $6

At about six-and-a-half 
inches, this wiener a little big-
ger than average (of course, we 
mean the average hot dog. Get 

your mind out of the gutter). 
The good news is that this An-

thony Weiner is a lot more palat-
able than the congressman.“There’s more kick to them,” 

said griller Joshua Gabriel. 
“They’re meatier and heftier 
than most. And we’ll keep selling 
them until the joke gets old.”

Someone needs to tell him 
that this joke is never going 
to get old.

Slope bar offers two for $6

By Natalie O’Neill
The whole country may 

have a beef with groin-
Tweeting Rep. Anthony 
Weiner, but Brooklynites 
say his “scandal” is really, 
um, no big thing.There’s been plenty of 

moralizing over Weinergate, 
but sending sexy photos — 
via phone or Internet — has 
become pretty “normal,” say 
borough singles, sex thera-
pists and shop owners.“I’ve done it,” said Sa-

mantha Bard, owner of 
 Shag, a sex toy shop in Wil-
liamsburg.  “If you stood on 
the corner of Bedford Av-
enue and North Seventh 
Street, I bet eight out of 
10 people would say they 
have, too.”Or how about nine out of 

10? That’s how many folks 
we interviewed who said 
they had either sent or re-
ceived nude or risqué photos 
via phone or Internet.“It’s not taboo; it’s not 

even weird,” said skate-

Samantha Bard, owner  
of Shag, does it.

Joshua Gabriel shows off the Anthony Weiner at the 

Austrian-styled bar Der Kommissar in Park Slope.

amid complaints that the city 
failed to subsidize the service 
to allow the company to make 
any money.This time around, New York 

Waterway CEO Paul Goodman 
said the city’s support, two new 
piers, and the frequency of ferry 
service would keep their com-
pany afloat.“The city’s subsidizing our 

service allows us to offer rush 
hour frequency which is differ-
ent than any previous attempt to 
provide commuter service,” said 

By Dan MacLeod
Verizon broke the law — and 

the city let it do so — when it 
installed 20-foot-tall Fiberglass 
poles in historic districts in Green-
point and Flatbush without get-
ting permission to do so.The telecommunications gi-

ant says that it is installing the 
poles as access points to its under-

ground network of high-speed In-
ternet and TV cables. But some of 
those poles are in historic districts, 
and the company  broke the law  
by failing to clear them with the 
Landmarks Preservation Com-
mission — even though it got 
permits from the Department 
of Transportation.In Greenpoint, neighbors 

Turns out new posts are illegal

Verizon has installed a 
new pole on historic Mil-
ton Street in Greenpoint. 
Neighbors are not happy.

See BEAR  on page 11

See FOOD  on page 11

supporting, not hindering, lo-
cal businesses.”Melissa Murphy, owner of 

Sweet Melissa Patisserie on 

Seventh Avenue near First 
Street, agreed. “I am paying so much money 

on rent, and there is a truck 
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THE LUSTGARTEN FOUNDATION'S

CANCER
THE LUSTGARTEN FOUNDADD TAA ION'S

PANCREATIC

RESEARCH
WALK NYC

CLINTON COVE 

AT HUDSON  RIVER PARK

NEW YORK CITY

Cablevision’s support of The Lustgarten 

Foundation means that 100% of every 

dollar raised goes directly to pancreatic 

cancer research.

#WalkToCurePC

Sign up now at                         or call 1-866-789-1000


