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By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

A scheme to rent out a big chunk of 
the Red Hook library branch to an arts 
group is a sweetheart deal that sells out 
everyday bookworms, residents argued 
at a packed community board meeting 
inside the branch last Thursday.

Dozens turned out to the evening 
meeting of Community Board 6’s land 
use committee concerning the fate of 
the library, most to condemn the priva-
tization plan.

“Taking away the library would be 
killing parents who need it for their 
kids,” said Lydia Bellahcene, a Sun-
set Park resident who said she lived her 
entire life in Red Hook before Hurri-
cane Sandy displaced her.

The committee ultimately decided 
to postpone voting on the issue till Au-
gust, saying it did not have enough in-
formation to go on. The committee let 
it be known that if before the next meet-
ing the library moves forward with the 
push, which entails carving up three- 
or four-tenths of the prose dispensary 
to allow the real estate organization 
Spaceworks to rent it out to perfor-
mance artists at supposedly affordable 
rates, it is opposed. 

Construction on the dance- and the-
ater-studio space would coincide with 
other needed repairs, according to li-
brary officials. The whole project will 

HOOK’S BOOK BIND
Residents want to turn the page on plan to carve up library

Red Hooker Sheryl Nash-Chisolm rails against a proposal to subdi-
vide a hefty portion of the neighborhood’s library branch for pri-
vate dance studios at a July 24 meeting.
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use committee. The group okayed the 
plan at its June meeting, but revisited it 
after the panel’s executive board ruled 
there had not been enough public discus-
sion. At the latest meeting, some com-
mittee members criticized the library and 
Spaceworks for leaving out key details 
of the plan. The partners’ presentation 
included renderings, but lacked a floor 
plan and a breakdown of which renova-
tions the library could afford without the 
$650,000 from Spaceworks.

“Seven thousand five hundred square 
feet cut in half is not a big library,” 
said board member Jerry Armer, refer-
ring to the building’s total floor area. 
“This presentation is lacking and you 
want us to make a decision tonight? 
That’s crazy.”

Not everyone opposed the subdivid-
ing scheme. Cora Dance, a local dance 
group that would partner with Space-
works to run the studios in the library, 
had several supporters in the crowd.

“This program would help us tre-
mendously,” said Solomon Goodwin, 
a college student from Red Hook who 
said he studied at Cora Dance and has 
also worked there as a teacher. “We’re 
here to help kids grow.”

Councilman Carlos Menchaca (D–
Sunset Park) attended the meeting, but 
told this paper he is waiting to hear 
from more residents before taking a 
position on the plan.

run $1.8 million, with Spaceworks pitch-
ing in $650,000 to build its studios, li-
brary officials said. Both the library 
system and Spaceworks have refused 
to disclose how much the arts group 
will pay in rent.

The library was shuttered for months 
following Hurricane Sandy after the 
storm wreaked $750,000 in damage, 
a library honcho said. The renovations 

will close the library for at least eight 
months, the executive said, stressing 
the need for the branch to get fixed up 
regardless of the Spaceworks plan.

“We can’t solve everything, and we 
need to work with partners,” said Da-
vid Wolloch, executive vice president 
of the Brooklyn Public Library. 

Last week was not the first time the 
proposal came before the board’s land 

Karen Brooks Hopkins, president of the Brooklyn Academy of Music, 
recieves the National Medal of Arts from President Obama during a 
ceremony in the East Room of the White House on Monday.
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By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

One of the borough’s biggest arts 
institutions was on the national stage 
on Monday.

The Brooklyn Academy of Music 
received the National Medal of Arts 
during a White House ceremony pre-
sided over by President Obama and 
first lady Michelle Obama. The com-
mander in chief had high praise for 
the 153-year-old venue and its fellow 
medal recipients.

“The moments you help create — 
moments of understanding or awe or 
joy or sorrow — they add texture to 
our lives,” Obama said. “They are not 
incidental to the American experience 
— they are central to it. They are es-
sential to it.”

The award has been given out by 
the National Endowment for the Arts 
annually since 1984, honoring individ-
uals and institutions that have made 
significant contributions to the arts. 

The citation accompanying the Brook-
lyn Academy’s medal reads:

“For innovative contributions to 
the performing and visual arts. For 
over 150 years, BAM has showcased 
the works of both established vision-
aries and emerging artists who take 
risks and push boundaries.”

The day after all the pomp, a venue 
honcho was walking on air.

“I’m still floating,” said Joe Me-
lillo, and executive producer at the 
arts complex. “One day you’re just 
doing your job, the next day you get 
invited to the White House. It just 
brings a smile to your face.”

President Obama and Melillo mar-
velled that Obama attended a produc-
tion of “Gospel at Colonus” at the 
Lafayette Avenue fixture while he 
was attending Columbia University 
in 1983, Melillo said.

The show was part of the first Next 
Wave theater festival and was pro-
duced by Melillo.

O-BAM-A!
Prez honors local arts venue

By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

Al Sharpton brought the fire and 
brimstone to a Boerum Hill church 
on July 23 at the funeral for the Gow-
anus native who died six days prior af-
ter police put him in a chokehold on 
Staten Island.

The liberal firebrand lashed out 
at the NYPD in front of hundreds of 
mourners gathered at Bethel Baptist 
Church in Boerum Hill to remember 
Eric Garner, the Staten Island father 
of six who died after police took him 
down, one using the throat grab that 
the department banned in 1993. Sharp-

ton demanded that the officers respon-
sible be held accountable, beyond the 
reported reassignment of two officers 
involved to desk duty.

“You always have an excuse when 
this happens,” Sharpton said, drawing 
parallels to other men killed by New 

Cop-choke focus of funeral
Prosecute calls at memorial for Gowanus-born Garner

Rev. Al Sharpton delivered a 
speech at Eric Garner’s funeral.
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See MEMORIAL  on page 12

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Greenpoint ferry service 
returned on Saturday morn-
ing, hours after the G train’s 
Queens tunnel shutdown. 

India Street pier owner Red-
Sky Capital waited for months to 
begin work on the pier that col-
lapsed into the East River in Feb-
ruary, but the repairs wrapped 
up just in time to restore ser-
vice as the Newtown Creek sub-
way tube closed for five weeks 
so crews could fix Hurricane 
Sandy damage.

“We thank our passengers for 
their patience as the pier’s owner 
rebuilt the ferry landing on India 
Street to rigorous safety stan-
dards,” said Kyle Kimball, pres-
ident of the city’s Economic De-
velopment Corporation, which 
is charged with overseeing ferry 
operations. “We are grateful to 
be able to bring ferry service 
back to the Greenpoint neigh-
borhood to support riders during 
the G train suspension.”

Ferry timely for G’point
Boat service restored as G service gets cut

East River Ferry service is back at the India Street pier in Greenpoint five months after 
part of the dock collapsed into the water.
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By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

A Fort Greene dance cen-
ter is trying to use Google’s na-
scent face-computer to help peo-
ple with Parkinson’s disease get 
their groove back.

The Mark Morris Dance Group 
won a $25,000 grant in early July 
to come up with a Google Glass 
app to help Parkinson’s suffer-
ers. The Lafayette Avenue cen-
ter has been running dance-therapy 
classes for 13 years, and it hopes 
to use the head-mounted smart-
phones to bring the techniques into 
people’s homes.

“We’re thinking about ways we 
can expand what we do in the dance 
class beyond the studio,” said Da-
vid Leventhal, program director 
of Dance for PD, a collaboration 
between the Mark Morris Dance 
Group and the Brooklyn Parkin-
son Group.

Leventhal’s program already of-
fers a DVD of its routines but he 
thinks that Glass, which can be 
controlled using voice commands 
or a touchpad located on the side 
of the glasses, will free up peo-
ple’s hands and allow them to do 
the exercises wherever and when-
ever they want.

“We want to offer the lessons 
in the most portable way possi-

Glass half full
Google funding Fort Greene 
studio’s Parkinson’s-dance app

Pamela Quinn said. “Dance is an 
art form that deals with these very 
issues.”

Dancing makes people focus 
on their bodies, and the music pro-
vides a rhythm for them to move 
to, Quinn said.

“It provides a structure that can 
be used to practice movement,” 
she said. 

Google issued the grant as part 
of a contest that garnered 1,300 ap-
plications. The company selected 
five winners to receive cash, a set 
of the nosetops, a trip to Google’s 
headquarters for training, and ac-
cess to developers.

The marketing company SS+K 
is helping Mark Morris engineer 
the software. Kevin Skobac, who 

works on digital strategy for the 
company, said a major limitation 
of Glass is that the battery life is 
short. That means the Parkinson’s 
dance app will have to limit the 
length of videos it plays through 
the optical display, which projects 
an image in front of the wearer’s 
eye, he said. Instead of a full video 
routine, it will probably play a short 
clip followed by some type of au-
dio cue or music that keeps the 
rhythm going, he said.

This is the type of innovation 
the internet juggernaut is trying 
to promote, he said.

“Google is trying to push 
boundaries,” he said. “They want 
people to explore how we can use 
these things.”

ble,” he said.
The class uses music and re-

petitive movement to help people 
with Parkinson’s regain control of 
their bodies and, sometimes, be-
come unstuck when their limbs 
aren’t responding to their brains’ 
commands, Leventhal said. The 
practice and pace provided by 
dance instruction works as ther-
apy and as a coping mechanism 
for the acute onset of symptoms, 
according to a woman who suffers 
from the disease, runs a therapy 
class, and helped with the initial 
planning of the Glass project. 

“One of the many ways in which 
Parkinson’s affects you is that it 
affects the way you move — your 
posture, your stride, your balance,” 

(Above) Parkinson’s disease sufferers regain some control 
of their movement with dance-therapy classes at Mark 
Morris Dance Center on Lafayette Avenue. (Left) David 
Leventhal, who runs the classes, demonstrates the new 
form of fiddling with one’s smartphone.
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By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

A mid-range Boerum Hill gro-
cery store’s planned August clo-
sure spells the end of affordable 
shopping in the neighborhood, 
according to residents who are 
demanding the building’s new 
owners allow the shop to stay.

A group of developers bought 

the Met Foods on Smith Street be-
tween Baltic and Warren streets 
for $18.5 million in May, accord-
ing to reports, and an employee 

stated the shuttering advertised 
on signs outside is scheduled to 
happen by the end of August. 
Whatever the investors have 
planned for the site won’t pro-
vide the same community ser-
vice as the chain store, which is 
among the last workaday super-
markets in the area, according to 

Met loss for Boerum Hill
Smith St. supermarket latest closure to hit boro

Annie Schoening wants to 
save the Met Foods.
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trophe, the ferry operator Billy-
bey said it regularly inspects the 
parts of the pier that are above 
the water, but that no one had 
been looking below the surface 
of the water. 

The Economic Development 
Corporation refused to turn over 
copies of the inspection records, 
as did Billybey. 

RedSky Capital has built a 
new landing with heftier and 
sturdier pilings, according to 
a spokesman for the pro-busi-
ness agency, who insisted the 
new dock is safe.

RedSky Capital has not re-
sponded to repeated requests 
for comment.

The G train will be out of ser-
vice between the Nassau Avenue 
station in Greenpoint and Queens 
from July 26 until Sept. 5.

The taxi app Uber announced 
last Friday that it would offer 
free rides — one per person — 
between the closed stations un-
til Aug. 31.

The G train won’t be head-
ing to Queens for most of 
the rest of the summer.

The East River Ferry had been 
without the India Street dock 
since Feb. 13, when the floating 
part of the pier pulled free of its 
moorings,  plunging the connect-
ing gangway into the river mo-
ments after commuters crossed 
it . The ferry connects Brook-
lyn Bridge Park, Williamsburg, 
Greenpoint, Queens, and parts 
of Manhattan.

At the time of the near-catas- See MARKET  on page 12

Henry Street  
Food Pantry 

First Presbyterian Church
 124 Henry Street 

(door on right side of church)

DONATE FOOD TODAY
Drop off food items Mon.– Fri. from 9am to 6pm. Food pantry is open to the public on Thursdays from 10am to noon.

Proteins especially needed: peanut butter, dried or canned beans, canned fish.  

A project of the  
Brooklyn Bridge Rotary ClubThanks for your support.

WHAT GROCERY 
STORES ARE LEFT?

SEE PAGE 12
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By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Brooklyn’s longest-run-
ning brewing company is 
eyeing opening up a factory 
across the Narrows on bu-
colic Staten Island.

Brooklyn Brewery, de-
spite its name,  got its start 
brewing in Utica, New York 
and now has facilities in Wil-
liamsburg  and  Stockholm, 
Sweden . The brains behind 
the beer-making operation 
said bottles of the stuff are 
flying off the shelves, par-
ticularly out of town, and 
the new factory cannot open 
fast enough.

“We are growing very 
rapidly, and in particular, 
our exports are growing,” 
said owner Steve Hindy. “We 
need the resources to keep 
growing.”

The expansive plot Hindy 
has in mind on the Rock was 
 previously owned by the Na-
tional Association for Stock 
Car Auto Racing, which 
bought it in a failed bid to 

build a racetrack . It is only 
one of a handful of spots 
around the state Brooklyn 
Brewery is currently con-
sidering — the others are 
upstate near Newburgh — 
but the real estate in the 
rugged lands of Shaolin is 
the frontrunner because it 
is close to the Newark-port 
transit hub in New Jersey, 
Hindy said.

“It would give us very 
quick access to railroad,” 
he said. 

The Staten Island facility 
would be strictly devoted to 
production and would not in-
clude a bar or store like the 
brewpubs in Kings County 
and Sweden, per Hindy. 

The fermentation station 
would start by producing half 
a million barrels per year and 
could eventually expand to 
a full million, according to 
Hindy, which would be an in-
crease of nearly 10 times its 
current output. The Brook-
lyn facility now turns out 
80,000 barrels a year, while 
the Utica operation makes 
37,000 and the Sweden one 
makes a paltry few hundred, 
Hindy said.

The company will make a 
final decision by the end of 
the year and hopes to get the 
new vats bubbling by 2017, 
he said.

Building the expansion 
will cost $70 million, so 

NYC’S PAID SICK LEAVE LAW:  
TOGETHER WE CAN KEEP BUSINESSES STRONG  
AND KEEP NEW YORKERS HEALTHY

CONTACT 311 OR VISIT NYC.GOV AND SEARCH “PAID SICK LEAVE” FOR MORE INFORMATION 

EMPLOYEES  
IN NYC CAN USE  
SICK LEAVE 
STARTING JULY 30

1-646-374-RENT

Urban Living International
Leader in the New York City Furnished Rental Market

info@nycityapartment.com

Sales - Rental - Management

Now Hiring

The personalized service you deserve

Landlords,

Get great exposure
for your property and the
right tenants.

List and rent out your apartment.

Free customized service.

www.nycityapartment.com

Large citywide rental inventory.
Occupancy rates over 95%

got nerds?

$15 OFF
Data Recovery, Virus Removal or 

Operating System Install 
w/coupon

Call 718-GOT-NERD

Ask about our pick up and drop off service.

COMPUTER SERVICES

FREE
PC Diagnostic
A $49 value 

w/coupon

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, Bonding 

Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

Hop the Narrows
Brooklyn Brewery ponders expansion

Branding
Brooklyn

Hindy is hoping to score 
some of the state money 
that is earmarked for man-
ufacturers. 

“If we can get some help 
with that, it would make it 
a lot more desirable,” he 
said. 

The new facility would 
triple the Brewery’s staff 
to more than 300, Hindy 
said.

Brooklyn Brewery honcho Steve Hindy, pictured 
here in his Williamsburg suds-works, is planning to 
expand his ale empire.
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By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

These Slopers still have 
some fight left in them.

A Park Slope activist 
group is suing New York 
Methodist Hospital in a last-
ditch effort to halt the medical 
center’s planned expansion, 
which it says will overwhelm 
the neighborhood with traf-

fic, smog, and out-of-place 
architecture. The city has ap-
proved the project, but the lat-
est attempt to block it is based 
on the claim, often used by 
anti-development activists, 
that an environmental study 
has to be done before con-
struction can proceed.

“It seems to me that Meth-
odist has not been playing by 
the rules or following the let-

ter of the law,” said Eve Gart-
ner, a member of Preserve 
Park Slope, which is bring-
ing the suit. “When you do 
something this big and funda-
mentally altering of the com-
munity, you need to play by 
the rules.”

Preserve Park Slope has 
been doing battle with Meth-
odist for more than a year 
since the hospital first an-

Litigation treatment
Activists sue Methodist Hospital over expansion plan

A rendering shows the new building New York 
Methodist Hospital hopes to build in Park Slope.
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nounced its plan to build an 
eight-story,  U-shaped out-
patient center along Fifth 
Street, Eighth Avenue, and 
Sixth Street. The new build-
ing is slated to include a sur-
gery facility, an urgent-care 
center, a 300-spot parking 
garage, and a cancer center, 
among other facilities. 

The  Board of Standards 
and Appeals signed off on 
the project in June  despite 
a series of detailed counter-
arguments by opponents, in-
cluding  a plan they drew up 
for a lower-slung version of 
the facility .

The latest offensive seeks 
to have the approval process 
voided for supposedly vio-
lating laws that require a de-
tailed environmental impact 
statement created in consul-
tation with multiple govern-
ment agencies, rather than 
Methodist’s more cursory en-
vironmental assessment.

“A project of this size pre-
sumptively requires an EIS, 
but that wasn’t done here,” 
Gartner said.

The litigants also claim 

By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

Police are asking for help 
finding a 16-year-old girl who 
they say disappeared from 
Fort Greene last Wednes-
day.

Relatives last saw Ajani 
Jones on July 23 at 4 am, 
in her home on Saint Felix 
Street between DeKalb Av-
enue and Fulton Street, cops 

said. She was wearing black 
sweatpants, a blue shirt, and 
a pair of striped Air Jordan 
sneakers, according to the 
authorities.

She is 5-feet-2 and weighs 
160 pounds, an NYPD re-
lease states.

Police ask anyone with 
information on Jones’s 
whereabouts to call (800) 
577–8477.

Teen missing

Ajani Jones

N
Y

P
D

Disappered in Fort Greene

that Methodist has not shown 
why the expansion is neces-
sary in the first place.

Methodist tweaked its 
plans several times before 
getting city approval, and a 
spokeswoman for the hospi-
tal said the new lawsuit was 
“without merit” and could 
stall a project that is vital to 
the community. 

“We are disappointed 
that a small, special-inter-
est group has chosen to ig-
nore the land use process and 
file this suit,” Lyn Hill said. 
“It could delay construction 
of the Center for Commu-
nity Health, a facility that 
will bring much-needed ac-

cess to cutting-edge outpa-
tient healthcare to Brooklyn 
residents.”

Methodist has not an-
nounced when demolition 
will begin on the 16 town-
houses in the expansion’s 
footprint, some of them dat-
ing to the 19th century, or 
when construction on the new 
facility will begin, but there 
is no indication the lawsuit 
has slowed the process so far. 
A search of property records 
turned up no demolition per-
mits on any of the threatened 
townhouses. The Department 
of Buildings would have to 
approve such permits before 
work could start.

If the big industrial lot 
near New Jersey does 
not pan out, there is a lot 
of wide-open space else-
where on Staten Island 
where Brooklyn Brewery 
could set up shop.
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WHAT IS ROTARY?
Rotary is a group of local business people who get together weekly 
to network and do charitable work in their community.

This year we’ve focused on helping 
disadvantaged pregnant women to 
become self reliant, and we also brought 
a 5 year old Haitian boy to NYC to have 
open heart surgery.

Join us! For questions or information, contact 
incoming club president Angelicque Moreno at 
(718) 802-1616; AMoreno@jkavanzino.com.

The Brooklyn 
Bridge Rotary 
Club meets 
every Thursday 
in Downtown 
Brooklyn.

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

A predatory pair punched 
a man in the face and grabbed 
his electronic tablet as he rode 
a Church Avenue-bound G 
train on July 15, according 
to the authorities.

The 28-year-old victim 
said he was sitting on the 
train at 8 pm when the goon 
came over and snatched the 
device just as the doors of 
the car were opening at the 
Bergen Street stop.

The victim turned around 
and received a swift punch 
to the back of the head from 
a second straphanger, cops 
said. Both brutes took off 
running towards the Court 
Street exit, police said.

Bike trip
A thief stole a bicycle from 

the hallway of an Atlantic Av-

enue building on July 10 or 
11, the authorities said.

A 28-year-old cyclist said 
his carbon-fiber road bike 
was in the hallway when he 
left his apartment between 
Nevins Street and Third Av-
enue on July 10 at 3 pm. But 
when he returned the next 
day at 2 pm, the bike was 
gone, officers said.

You Q, you lose
A pickpocket put hands on 

a woman’s wallet on a Brook-
lyn-bound Q train on July 13, 
police said.

The 24-year-old woman 
said she boarded the Q 
train in Manhattan at 3:30 
pm and realized the wallet 
was gone when she arrived 
at the DeKalb Avenue sta-
tion at 4 pm.

The crook used the debit 
card to purchase MetroCards 
at two different locations be-
fore the victim canceled it, 
according to police.

Run the jewels
A burglar made off with a 

bunch of jewelry from a State 
Street apartment sometime 
between June 30 and July 14, 
cops said.

A 48-year-old resident of 
the apartment between Clin-
ton Street and Sidney Place 
said her jewelry box was on 
the bureau in her bedroom 
when she left for a trip to Ten-
nessee at 3 pm on June 30.

She returned at 8 am on 
July 14 and discovered 33 
items missing, according to a 
report. The baubles included 
rings, earrings, and watches 
estimated to be worth $8,900, 
the report says.

Spicing it up
Officers arrested two 

women who they say stole 
another woman’s cellphone 
and sprayed her with pep-
per spray outside of a Liv-
ingston Street restaurant on 
July 16.

The 24-year-old victim 
said she was smoking a ciga-
rette in front of the restaurant 
between Gallatin Place and 
Hoyt Street at 11 pm when 
the 23- and 24-year-old sus-
pects came over, grabbed her 
device, and sprayed her in 
the face.

Tools crime
A crook absconded with a 

bunch of construction tools 
from a MetroTech office on 
July 19, law enforcement of-
ficials recounted.

Workers locked up the of-
fice, which is in a building on 
the corner of Jay Street and 
the Myrtle Avenue prome-
nade, at 2 am, a report states. 

When employees entered 
the office at 7 am that same 
morning, the door had been 
wedged open, according to 
a report.

The sneaks hauled off 
three chipping guns, three 
reciprocating saws, and a cor-
ing machine, among other 
equipment, cops said.

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Break-in news
Police reported five apart-

ment burglaries this week in 
Fort Greene and Clinton Hill. 
Here’s the rundown:

• A burglar hit a Clifton 
Place apartment on July 21 or 
22, taking a laptop, a watch, 
and a bracelet, cops said.

The pad’s 26-year-old ten-
ant told police he left the spot 
between Grand and Classon 
avenues at 9 am on July 21 
and returned at 6:30 the next 
morning to find his stuff 
taken from his bedroom. 
There were no signs of forced 
entry, a report states.

• A prowler burglarized 
a Washington Avenue resi-
dence sometime between July 
23 and 24, officers said.

The 43-year-old victim 
said he left the unit between 
Greene and Gates avenues 
at 7:10 am, and when he re-
turned at 3:15 am the next day 
he found his door unlocked. 
The sneak thief scored a com-
puter, a hard drive, and a bike, 
according to a report.

• A fiend snatched a sleep-
ing woman’s wallet from in-
side her apartment on Fulton 
Street on July 25, accord-
ing to law enforcement of-
ficials.

The 27-year-old woman 
said she went to bed in her 
dwelling between S. Elliott 
Place and S. Portland Ave-
nue at 4:30 am, and when she 
woke up at 7:45 am the bill-
fold was gone. The woman 
also said she keeps a spare 
key she keeps hidden in the 
hall had been taken, cops 
said.

• A villiain pushed in an 

air-conditioning unit on Cler-
mont Avenue the same day, 
taking a bunch of electronics 
from inside the apartment, 
the authorities said.

The 25-year-old victim re-
ported he left the building 
between Flushing and Park 
avenues at 8 am, and when 
he arrived home at 7 pm he 
saw that the cooling unit had 
been shoved in through the 
window. The culprit took 
$300 in cash, a laptop, video 
games, and a pair of head-
phones, cops said.

• On July 26, a bandit lifted 
a laptop from an abode on 
Clinton Avenue, police re-
counted.

The 40-year-old vic-
tim said he locked the door 
to his home between Wil-
loughby and DeKalb avenues 
when he went to the movies 
at 8 pm.

But when he returned 
at midnight the device had 
evaporated.

Low ride
A pickpocket snatched 

a fellow passenger’s wallet 
while they rode a B38 bus on 
Lafayette Avenue on July 24, 
according to a report.

A witness said she saw the 
lowlife go into the 34-year-
old victim’s purse and swipe 
the billfold while the bus was 
at the corner of Lafayette and 
Vanderbilt avenues at 5 pm, 
officers said.

The woman then checked 
her bag and noticed the wal-
let — which contained $80 
cash, a MetroCard, and in-
surance cards — was gone, 
cops said.

Choke mope
Cops cuffed a 25-year-old 

man who they said choked 
a woman before stealing her 
phone on Ashland Place on 
July 23.

The victim said she was 
walking home from work 
at 8:30 pm, and when she 
got to the corner of Wil-
loughby Street, the suspect 
approached her and started 
an argument.

The accused shoved her 
and throttled her before grab-
bing the device and taking 
off, cops said.

Officers arrested the fel-
low minutes later, a police 
report said.

— Matthew Perlman

gain entry and exited through 
a back window. A neighbor 
recalled seeing a man dressed 
in all black carrying a ham-
mer in the back of the build-
ing, police recounted.

Rims ripped off
A nocturnal no-goodnik 

stole the rims and tires off of 
a car parked on 80th Street 
sometime overnight on July 
21, police recounted.

The vehicle’s owner re-
ported he parked his ride 
on the street between 10th 
and 11th avenues in Dyker 
Heights at 11:30 pm on Mon-
day, but when he returned 
at 7:25 am the next day, his 
$1,800 rims and tires were 
gone, cops said. 
 — Max Jaeger

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

No fare
A lousy customer stole 

a cab on McGuinness Bou-
levard on July 24 after the 
driver demanded that he 
pay his hefty bill, cops re-
ported.

The 32-year-old victim 
said he picked up the man 
at the corner of Atlantic Av-
enue and Flatbush Avenue at 
11:55 pm and drove the man 
to Queens, then to Broad-
way and Myrtle Avenue in 
Bushwick. Three-quarters of 
the way through the ride, the 
cabbie stopped the car at the 
corner of McGuinness Bou-
levard and Meeker Avenue 
and demanded that the fare 
pay the $85 that he already 
owed, officers said.

When the passenger re-
fused, the hack got out of 
the car to call police and the 
goon climbed into the driv-
er’s seat and drove off, a re-
port states.

The thief also stole about 
$200 that the cabbie had left 
in his wallet inside the vehi-
cle, cops reported.

Officers recovered the 
car on Powers Street, they 
said.

Easy pickins
An opportunist stole a 

man’s car when he left it 
parked on Richardson Street 
on July 25 with a rear hatch 
open, the front driver’s-side 
door open, and the keys in the 
ignition, police said.

The victim reported that 
left the vehicle between De-
bevoise and Kingsland av-
enues from 7:40 am to 8:15 
am as he was loading it. The 
last time he came out of the 
building, he saw a lowlife 
driving the car around the 
corner, officers said.

Getting blunted
A bully beaned a guy in 

the head after they got into 
an argument on the corner of 
Commerical Street on July 
21, the authorities said.

The 57-year-old victim 
said he was going back and 
forth with the testy fellow 
near Franklin Street at 7:50 
pm. Mid-discussion, the 
brute picked up a blunt ob-
ject and bashed the victim in 
the head, leaving a deep cut, 
according to the NYPD. The 
fiend then fled, cops said.

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Bushwick

Surprise 
A machete-wielding rob-

ber ambushed a teenager on 
Stagg Walk on July 27 and got 
away with his phone, wallet, 
and bicycle, police said.

The 18-year-old victim 
said he was walking be-
tween Leonard Street and 
Manhattan Avenue at 5 pm 
when the marauder came out 
of the shadows wielding the 
big blade along with a pock-
etknife.

“Give me everything you 
got,” the ruffian said, then 
put the machete up to the vic-
tim’s face, per a report.

The victim forked over his 
phone, wallet, red mountain-
bike, headphones, and Metro-
Card, officers said. The vic-
tim told police he did not see 
where the thief ran off to af-
terwards.

Frienemies
A pair of villains posed as 

good Samaritans to get close 
to a woman so they could rob 
her on S. Eighth Street on 
July 27, officers said.

The 31-year-old victim 
said she was standing in 
front of her friend’s build-
ing between Wythe Avenue 
and Berry Street at 5:05 am, 
distraught and trying to call 
her neighbor on the phone 
to get inside. The cretinous 
twosome strolled up and said 
they would wait with her, ac-
cording to a report.

“Don’t cry. We will help 
you,” one of the ne’er-do-
wells told her, per police.

When the friend finally 
opened the door, the louts 
grabbed the waiting wom-
an’s iPhone out of her hand 
and scrammed towards Bed-
ford Avenue, an NYPD ac-
count says.

Motor-cross
Cops cuffed a couple of 

guys who they say stole a 
motorcycle out of a Wythe 
Avenue parking garage on 
July 11.

The victim said he parked 
his hog in a lot at the corner 
of Keap Street at 7:30 pm. He 
thought it was safe until he 
heard from a police officer, 
who told him he had found 
the ride in Queens. The guys 
were caught on camera, cops 
said. — Danielle Furfaro

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

Punks punch straphanger, steal tablet 76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Stranger danger
Three wannabe toughs 

jumped a man on Smith Street 
on July 19, law enforcement 
officials reported.

The man was trying to 
hail a cab near Ninth Street 
at 3:30 am when three louts 
approached, per police.

“Hey stranger!” yelled 
one of the fiends, who then 
clocked the fellow in the 
face, according to officers. 
A second brute grabbed the 
26-year-old man’s bag and 
the third kicked him twice 
in the stomach, police said. 
The scalawags made off 
with a credit card and $60 
in cash, according to the au-
thorities.

The victim was trans-
ported to Long Island Col-
lege Hospital, where he re-
ceived seven stitches above 
his right eyebrow, police said.
 — Noah Hurowitz

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Doggy bag 
An opportunistic car thief 

stole a delivery guy’s new 
ride as the working stiff was 
handing a 78th Street cus-
tomer food on June 27, ac-
cording to a report.

The driver stopped at 
the residence between 10th 
and 11th avenues in Dyker 
Heights at 4:20 pm, leaving 
his car unlocked and run-
ning while he dropped off 
the meal, police said.

In the meantime, the auto 
thief jumped in the 2014 
Honda CRV and sped away 
on 78th Street, then 10th Av-
enue, a report states.

Some haul
A burglar burst into a 96th 

Street residence and stole 
thousands of dollars worth 
of electronics on July 24, 
cops stated.

The victims left for work 
at 7:35 am and returned at 3 
pm to find their house near 
Fourth Avenue in Bay Ridge 
ransacked, law enforcement 
officials said. The thief made 
off with two computers, two 
tablets, two cellphones, a 32-
inch television, a video game 
system, and gold jewelry — 
all estimated at $3,370, ac-
cording to the authorities.

Police said they believe the 
burglar pushed in a window-
mounted air conditioner to 

We guarantee all of our meats, poultry and much more arrive fresh daily!  Never frozen, like in other supermarkets! 

7128 5TH Avenue
Located in Bay Ridge

Bet. Ovington and 72nd Street

718-567-2252
OPEN 7 DAYS: 9 AM–10 PM

SHOP BETTER - EAT FRESH - ALWAYS HALAL!
The way a home Halal shop should be.

We accept: EBT - All Credit Cards
We gladly accept phone orders for meats & groceries!

SPECIAL ROASTED 
COFFEE

FROM AROUND THE GLOBE

Brazilian Coffee
Columbian
Yemeni
Lebanese
Turkish
Italian
And Many More

WORLD OF NATURAL OILS 
FOR YOUR HEALTH AND BEAUTY

Garlic, Almond, Grapeseed, Walnut, Cardamon, Saffron, 
Tumeric, Fish, Jojoba, Rose Oils And More

ENHANCES
FOOD

SOFTENS
SKIN

STRENGTHENS 
HAIR

ORGANIC

100% Pure Oils

FREE
OF

CHEMICALS

INTERNAL

HEALING
PROPERTIES

FRESH PITA 
DELIVERED DAILY

Organic, Raw, & 
Pure Honey
New Zealand
Rare Hawaiian
Greek Attiki
Australian
Lebanese
Turkish

NATURAL HONEY 
FROM AROUND THE GLOBE

Large Selection of Jellies, Jams & Fruit Spreads
Dry Fruits & Nuts

Pasta & Cous Cous - 
Misko, Colavita, Al Khaleeja, Ronzoni, Tria, Dari, Monastini & More

Whole Wheat
Gyro
Wraps
Rustic Rolls
Dry Bran Bread
Mini Croissants
Shepherd Bread
And Many More (from $3.99 & up)
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Service Changes
10:30 PM Friday, July 25 to 5 AM Tuesday, September 2

No trains running between Court Sq and Nassau Av
No G service at Greenpoint Av, 21 St, and Court Sq – take free 
shuttle buses instead

Available connections to Manhattan service:
L at Lorimer St/Metropolitan Av
J M via free out-of-system transfer with MetroCard between the  

   Broadway G and Lorimer St J M stations
A C at Hoyt-Schermerhorn Sts

Free shuttle buses along two routes provide alternate service 
to/from affected stations and Court Sq 7 E M :
 1. Via Manhattan Av to/from Nassau Av G 
 2. Via McGuinness Blvd to/from Lorimer St/Metropolitan Av G L

Fix & Fortify Sandy Recovery Work is returning to the 
Greenpoint Tubes.
This phase includes more infrastructure restoration, and where 
feasible, the addition of resilient features to make the G line less 
vulnerable to severe weather.

Stay Informed
Call 511 and say “Current Service Status,” look for informational 
posters in stations, or visit mta.info – where you can access the latest 
Planned Service Changes information, use TripPlanner+, and sign up 
for free email and text alerts.

G

2014 Metropolitan Transportation Authority

MTA New York City Transit @NYCTSubway#FixFortify
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BURGER ON SMITH $10 off a $20 bill
209 Smith St., Cobble Hill

ELIONNE (DESIGNER CLOTHING) 30% off
377 Metropolitan Avenue, Williamsburg

JUNIPER (AMERICAN CUISINE) 30% off
112 Berry St. at N. 7, Williamsburg

KHAO SAM (THAI) Free Appetizer w/ Entree
311 Bedford Avenue, Williamsburg

EAT (ORGANIC CUISINE) $10 off a $30 bill
124 Meserole Ave., Greenpoint

WYNE A BIT (WINE BAR) 2 for 1 Wine
200 Franklin St. Greenpoint

BLACK RABBIT $6 off a $20 Bill
91 Greenpoint Ave. Greenpoint

FLIPS BROOKLYN (ANTIQUES) 30% off
164 Havemeyer St. Williamsburg

BEEHIVE SALON $25 off a $75 bill
115 N. 7th Street, Williamsburg

HONEY SPA $6 off a $29 bill
592 Manhattan

MERCHANTS — TO SIGN UP CONTACT JENNIFER STERN (718) 269-8302
jstern@cnglocal.com

A  RESTAURANT  HAS
AN EMPTY TABLE

YOU  WANT A GREAT MEAL

INSTANTLY
LELOCA PUTS YOU TOGETHER

The Leloca app puts restaurants 
together with people like you, 
providing instant, delicious deals 
nearby.

Scan the QR codes to download 
the Leloca app for free.

GO
OG
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 P
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Y
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NE

S

With Leloca, enjoy deals like these:
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Guitar heroes
And your mom told you all those hours spent 

playing video games were a waste of time.
The Brick theater in Williamsburg is host-

ing a night of “Rock Band” karaoke on Aug. 2  
—  and your skills could help sick kids.

“It is inspired by our 
tabletop games that we 
have been doing for 
years,” said Robyne 
Martinez, the Brick’s 
marketing manager.

Rock Band Kara-
oke is exactly what you 
think it is. The theater 
will provide all of the 
instruments, and each 

player can expect to get rated not only by the 
game, but also by other participants.  

The night will include songs from all versions 
of “Rock Band,” — which means more than 
800 tracks, plus about 75 Beatles tunes. 

All money raised will go to Child’s Play, a 
charity that provides games for kids in hospi-
tal. Participants who buy a game for the Chil-
dren’s Hospital at Montefiore in the Bronx off 
its  Amazon wish list  will get free entry.

Rock Band Karaoke at the Brick [579 Met-
ropolitan Ave. between Lorimer Street and 
Union Avenue in Williamsburg, (718) 285–
3863, www.bricktheater.com]. Aug. 2 at 10 
pm. Free with donation. — Danielle Furfaro

G A M E S

Grab some popcorn — and your Spanish 
dictionary.

St. Paul’s Church in Williamsburg is hosting a 
film series in August, showing four classic mov-
ies from around the Spanish-speaking world — 
with subtitles. The festival’s organizer hopes the 
fest will bring the neigh-
borhood’s residents to-
gether across age and 
language barriers. 

“We want an atmo-
sphere where people 
can wander in off the 
street, enjoy movies 
from their childhood, 
and create a culture of 
mingling and cultural 
expression,” said Ben McKelahan, a pastor 
at St. Paul’s. 

McKelahan said he hopes to bring back the 
atmosphere the neighborhood lost when the 
Commodore Theater closed down in 2002.

The first film will be 1964’s “El Padrecito,” or 
“The Little Priest.” It stars Cantinflas, an actor 
known as the Charlie Chaplin of Mexico.

Latin American Film Festival at St. Paul’s Lu-
theran Church [334 S. Fifth St. between Rod-
ney and Keap streets, (510) 926–2310, www.
parablesnyc.org/filmfestival]. Aug. 7, 14, 21, 
and 28 at 8 pm. Free. — Noah Hurowitz

By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

N
o walk in the footsteps of 
Brooklyn’s literary elite 
would be complete with-

out a stroll to the bar.
The Brooklyn Literary Pub 

Crawl is a bi-weekly walking tour 
running in Brooklyn Heights and 
Boerum Hill with stops at lo-
cations where Brooklyn writers 
have lived and imbibed. But the tour of-
fers more than just a brush with the bor-
ough’s literary legends, said tour founder 
Eric Chase (pictured right).

“We don’t want it to be the Holly-
wood mansion tour,” Chase said. “We 
want people to hear the words where 
they were written.”

To that end, guides read from pas-
sages of works written in the neighbor-
hoods as the group crawls from pub to 
pub. Chase hopes the experience helps 
people connect with the authors.

“We try to bring their stories to life 
a little bit,” he said.

Chase started giving guided tours 
of literary landmarks in the Greenwich 
Village section of Manhattan back in 

1998. And since many writ-
ers moved from the Village 
to the area around Brooklyn 
Heights, he believes it makes 
for a natural extension of his 
original excursions.

“They had a real affinity 
for that neighborhood,” Chase 
said.

The two-and-a-half hour tour 
makes stops at three different bars, 
and includes plenty of prose-filled 
and poetic diversions along the way.

The first location is the Henry Street 
Ale House, which Chase picked because 
of its proximity to Walt Whitman Park 
in Cadman Plaza. The famous Bard of 

Cine city
M OV I E S

Edible art
Call it chocolate chipped!
A Gowanus artist is fusing her love of engi-

neering and art in a new exhibition. In “Gonna 
Put a Hacks on You,” opening Aug. 7 at Lit-
tlefield, Ariel Cotton has wired up a range of 

seemingly mundane 
objects to do unex-
pected things.

One piece, titled 
“Lady Godiva,” is a 
group of miniature 
ladies made out of 
chocolate, with ed-
ible circuitry inside. 
The works make or-
gasmic and painful-
sounding moans when 

you bite into them. The piece illustrates the 
thin boundary between pleasure and pain, ex-
plained Cotton — especially when it comes 
to eating chocolate. 

“As a self-professed chocoholic, eating choc-
olate is one of the most heavenly sensations I’ve 
ever experienced, but it can quickly turn into 
an unpleasant experience if you eat too much, 
or even make you seriously ill,” she said.

 Cotton  first discovered the scientific side 
of creating while studying at Cooper Union 
School of Art in Manhattan.

“I saw robotics projects, laser cutters, and other 
projects and tools that fascinated me,” said Cot-
ton. “I was hooked from that point onward.”

“Gonna Put A Hacks On You” opening re-
ception at Littlefield (622 Degraw St. between 
Third and Fourth avenues in Gowanus, www.
littlefieldnyc.com). Aug. 7 at 6–9 pm. Free. 
Through Sept. 1. — Sarah Iannone

A R T

Don’t miss a Bar Scrawl. 
Find them all at 

BrooklynPaper.com 3 Course $25 

Prix Fixe

Check our website: 

FOLLOW OUR 
DAILY UPDATES ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper
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Literary Pub Crawl start-
ing at the Henry Street 
Ale House [62 Henry St. be-
tween Orange and Cranberry 
streets in Brooklyn Heights, 
(212) 613–5796, www.liter-
arypubcrawl.com]. Aug. 3, 
17, and 31 at 1 pm. $20 ($15 
students and seniors). 
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Book-lyn 
Heights
New walking tour celebrates 
a storied neighborhood

See CRAWL on page 10

Story stroll 
Take your own walking tour of these local lit-

erary landmarks.

110 Columbia Heights
Hart Crane lived in this building, and the view 
inspired his poem “To Brooklyn Bridge.”

142 Columbia Heights
Norman Mailer lived here on and off from 1962 
until his death in 2007.

5 Montague Terrace
Thomas Wolfe, author of “Look Homeward, An-
gel,” lived here from 1933–1935.

91 Remsen Street
Henry Miller, author of the once banned “Tropic 
of Cancer” and “Tropic of Capricorn,” lived in 
this house from 1924–1925.

70 Willow Place
Truman Capote’s live here from 1955–1965, 
where he wrote “In Cold Blood,” and, of course, 
“A House on the Heights.”

11

12

53

94

75
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SALES AND MARKETS
GRAND ARMY PLAZA GREENMAR-

KET: Farm-fresh seasonal produce, 
meats, prepared foods, compost 
drop-off, and live performances. 
Free. 8 am–4 pm. Grand Army 
Plaza (Union Street between Flat-
bush Avenue and Prospect Park 
West in Park Slope). 

ARTISTS & FLEAS: New designers 
come in each weekend. Free admis-
sion. 10 am–7 pm. Artists & Fleas 
(70 N. Seventh St. between Kent 
and Wythe avenues in Williams-
burg), www.artistsandfl eas.com. 

BROOKLYN FLEA FORT GREENE: 
150 vendors selling crafts, antiques, 
food, and more. Free. 10 am–5 
pm. [176 Lafayette Ave. between 
Clermont and Vanderbilt avenues 
in Fort Greene, (718) 928–6603], 
www.brooklynfl ea.com. 

OTHER
POTTERCON: An adult Harry Potter 

fan party, with trivia, a costume 
contest, and prizes. Free. 2 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at Third Av-
enue in Gowanus, (718) 643–6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 

PARTY LIKE IT’S 1999: The Young 
Guns of August” edition of this 
monthly dance party will celebrate 
“Young Guns II.” Free. 10 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at Third Av-
enue in Gowanus, (718) 643–6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 

SUN, AUG. 3

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, NICK HAKIM: Free. 2 pm. 

Rough Trade NYC (64 N. Ninth St. 
between Wythe and Kent avenues). 
www.roughtradenyc.com. 

COMEDY, COMEDY NIGHT: Hosted 
by Hannibal Burress. First come, 
fi rst seated. Free. 9 pm. Knitting 

Factory [361 Metropolitan Ave. at 
Havemeyer Street in Williamsburg, 
(347) 529–6696], bk.knittingfactory.
com. 

SALES AND MARKETS
BROOKLYN FLEA WILLIAMSBURG: 

150 vendors selling crafts, antiques, 
and more. Free. 10 am–5 pm. [50 
Kent Ave. between N. 11th and N. 
12th streets in Williamsburg, (718) 
928–6603], www.brooklynfl ea.com. 

OTHER
THE WIND-UP CIRCUS TOY SHOW: 

A demonstration of mechanical 
and wind-up circus-themed toys — 
some over 100 years old. $10. 2 pm. 
Shooting Gallery Arts Annex (1208 
Surf Ave. between Stillwell Avenue 
and W. 12th Street in Coney Island), 
www.coneyisland.com. 

ART, DRINK & DRAW: Weekly fi gure 
drawing class; model, crayons, and 
paper provided, or bring your own 
materials. Free (2-drink minimum). 
10:30 pm. Macri Park Bar [462 
Union Ave. at Metropolitan Avenue 
in Williamsburg, (718) 599–4999], 
www.macripark.com. 

MON, AUG. 4

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, PAJAMA PEOPLE, 

TWINKIDS, CITYGIRL, MUTEBOY: 
$10. 8:30 pm. Glasslands (289 Kent 
Ave. at S. Second Street in Williams-
burg), www.glasslands.com. 

COMEDY, STAND UP COMEDY: Free. 
9 pm. Freddy’s Bar [627 Fifth Ave. 
between 17th and 18th streets in 
Greenwood Heights, (718) 768–
0131], www.freddysbar.com. 

OTHER
FILM, “IMITATION OF LIFE”: Screen-

ing of 1959 Lana Turner classic, 
which tells the story of an African-

FRI, AUG. 1

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, CIRQUE DU SOLEIL — VA-

REKAI: $50.95–$174.40. 7:30 pm. 
Barclays Center [620 Atlantic Ave. at 
Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights, 
(917) 618–6100], www.barclayscen-
ter.com. 

MUSIC, THE BOX TIGER, MOUNT 
SHARP, CHAOS CHAOS, FLYING 
PACE: $10 ($8 in advance). 8 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 638–
4400], www.unionhallny.com. 

MUSIC, MUCCA PAZZA, M.A.K.U. 
SOUNDSYSTEM: $12. 8 pm. Brook-
lyn Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. between 
N. 11th and N. 12th streets in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 963–3369], www.
brooklynbowl.com. 

MUSIC, GALAPAGOS NOW!, THE 
DREADFUL CROWS, THE SEV-
ENS: $10. 8 pm. Glasslands (289 
Kent Ave. at S. Second Street in Wil-
liamsburg), www.glasslands.com.

MUSIC, NEON INDIAN, THE GREAT 
VOID, TA$$Y: $15. 11:59 pm. 
Cameo Gallery [93 N. Sixth St. be-
tween Wythe Avenue and Berry 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 302–
1180], www.cameony.net.  

MUSIC, U.S. ROYALTY, GOLDEN 
YOUTH, CANTINA: $12. 9 pm. 
Rough Trade NYC (64 N. Ninth St. 
between Wythe and Kent avenues). 
www.roughtradenyc.com. 

OTHER
ART, “CHICAGO IN L.A. — JUDY 

CHICAGO’S EARLY WORK 1963-
74”: The fi rst survey on the East 
Coast of the artist’s early career. 
$12 (suggested). 11 am–6 pm. 
Brooklyn Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

FIREWORKS ON THE BEACH: The 
night sky lights up over Coney Is-
land. Free. 9:30 pm. Cone Island 
Boardwalk (Boardwalk between W. 
10th and W. 15th streets in Coney 
Island). 

THE KINGS OF KARAOKE: Karaoke 
dance party. Free. Midnight. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth Avenue 
in Park Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

SAT, AUG. 2

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, FAMILY CONCERT: Walk 

across the gangplank of a reno-
vated coffee barge for this family 
friendly event. Free. 3 pm. Brooklyn 
Bridge Park Pier 1 (Furman Street 
and Middagh Street in Brooklyn 
Heights), www.nycgovparks.org. 

MUSIC, SLAVVE: Free. 2 pm. Rough 
Trade NYC (64 N. Ninth St. between 
Wythe and Kent avenues). www.
roughtradenyc.com. 

MUSIC, THE BASEBALL PROJECT, 
THE MINUS 5: $20. 9 pm. Rough 
Trade NYC (64 N. Ninth St. between 
Wythe and Kent avenues). www.
roughtradenyc.com. 

American woman and her light-
skinned, mixed-race daughter, with 
a post-fi lm discussion led by author 
and CUNY sociology professor 
Erica Chito-Childs. Free. 6:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Historical Society [128 
Pierrepont St. at Clinton Street in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

THE WILLIAMSBURG SPELLING BEE: 
Free. 7 pm. Pete’s Candy Store [709 
Lorimer St. at Richardson Street 
in Williamsburg, (718) 302–3770], 
www.petescandystore.com. 

TALK, THE MOTH STORY SLAM: Sto-
rytelling competition. $8. 8 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at Third Av-
enue in Gowanus, (718) 643–6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 

TUES, AUG. 5

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, BOB LOG III: $14 ($12 in 

advance). 9 pm. The Wick [260 
Meserole St. at Bushwick Place in 
Bushwick, (347) 799–1049], www.
thewicknyc.com. 

COMEDY, LIAM MCENEANEY 29TH 
BIRTHDAY BASH: Comedian Liam 
McEneaney celebrates his 29th 
birthday with Gilbert Gottfried, 
Mike Doughty, Kaki King, Amanda 
Melson, and more. $20. 8 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at Third Av-
enue in Gowanus, (718) 643–6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 

COMEDY, “THE FANCY SHOW”: 
Producers Michael Joyce, Langston 
Kerman, Lane Pieschel, Simmons 
McDavid, and Jenny Zigrino share 
the stage with local talent. Free. 
8 pm. Bar Reis [375 Fifth Ave. be-
tween Fifth and Sixth streets in Park 
Slope, (718) 974–2412]. 

OTHER
TALK, LEV GROSSMAN: Author of 

“The Magician’s Land” in conver-
sation with fellow authors Lauren 
Oliver, Margaret Stohl, and Erin 
Morgenstern, plus a magician trivia 
contest. Free. 7 pm. St. Joseph’s 
College (245 Clinton Ave. between 
Willoughby Street and Dekalb Av-
enue in Clinton Hill). 

READING, “WHAT WE SEE WHEN 
WE READ”: Peter Mendelsund in 
conversation with Will Schwalbe. 7 
pm. PowerHouse Arena [37 Main 
St. at Water Street in Dumbo, (718) 
666–3049], www.powerhouse-
arena.com. 

MUSIC, “THE WAY YA LIKE” OPEN 
MIC: Local bands, musicians, sing-
ers, artists, and poets ply their 
craft on an open stage. Play or just 
listen. Free. 8 pm. Goodbye Blue 
Monday [1087 Broadway, between 
Lawton and Dodworth streets in 

WHERE TO
FRIDAY
Aug. 1

Stepping out
Because the “plots” 
were just filler anyway, 
bar-theater Videology 
will play just the dance 
scenes from the four 
“Step Up” films (yes, 
they have made four; a 
fifth is on its way). The 
screening will be 
accompanied by a 
drinking game and a 
contest to identify 
actual dialogue from 
the films. Hot tip — 
“Yo, why my crib smell 
like Funyuns, broccoli, 
and ball sweat?” is a 
real line. 

7 pm at Videology [308 
Bedford Ave. at S. First 
Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 782–3468, www.vid-
eology.info]. Free.

SATURDAY
Aug. 2

Islands 
rhythms
This month’s edition 
of First Saturday at 
the Brooklyn 
Museum will cele-
brate the borough’s 
Caribbean commu-
nity. In addition to 
dance, art, and film, 
there will be live 
music from the 
CASYM Steel 
Orchestra, Heritage 
O.P., Melanie 
Charles, and Request 
Band.

4:30 pm at the Brooklyn 
Museum [200 Eastern 
Parkway between 
Washington and Flatbush 
avenues in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000, 
www.brooklynmuseum.
org]. Free.

SUNDAY
Aug. 3

Bard Ridge
A Ridge by any name 
would smell as sweet. 
The Brooklyn Shake-
speare Festival returns 
to Owl’s Head Park, 
this time with a pro-
duction of “Romeo 
and Juliet.” The 
60-minute version of 
the tragedy will run 
three times through-
out the day. There will 
also be a performance 
of renowned Shake-
spearean play “Robin 
Hood” at 4 pm, and 
live guitar and flute 
music between shows.

Noon, 2:45 pm, and 6 pm 
at Owl’s Head Park 
Overlook (68th Street 
and Colonial Road in Bay 
Ridge). Free.

MONDAY
Aug. 4

Telling tales
Fiction gets some 
fresh air at Brooklyn 
Bridge Park’s Books 
Beneath the Bridge 
reading series. This 
edition will feature 
two authors of mod-
ern (adult) fairy tales 
— Genevieve Valen-
tine (“The Girls at the 
Kingfisher Club”) and 
Kate Bernheimer 
(“How A Mother 
Weaned Her Girl from 
Fairytales.”)

7 pm at Brooklyn Bridge 
Park Pier 1, Granite 
Prospect (Near Furman 
and Old Fulton streets, 
www.brooklyn-
bridgepark.org). Free.

TUESDAY
Aug. 5

Quiz-itch
You’re a trivia wiz-
ard, Harry! Potter-
heads can test their 
knowledge of “the 
boy who lived” and 
his magical pals at 
Trivia AD’s Harry 
Potter trivia night. 
Sorry, Daniel Radc-
liffe fans — all five 
rounds will be about 
the books only. Get 
in early to get a 
seat.

8 pm at the Tea Lounge 
[837 Union St. between 
Sixth and Seventh ave-
nues in Park Slope, (718) 
789–2762, www.triviaad.
com].
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OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
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Advertise your 
Clinical Studies in 

New York’s 
largest group 
of community 
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- Weekly bannered directory
- Ads will also appear in Classifi eds 

and Online

       MSI-U 

The Ugly Face of
D e p r e s s i o n

The Ugly Face of
D e p r e s s i o n

Not Seeing Results 
from your Antidepressant?

If you’ve tried treatment for depression and found 
that it didn’t help enough, you may be interested 
to know that doctors in your area are conducting a 
research study with an investigational, add-on anti-
depressant medication. If you are 21-70 years of 
age, you may be eligible to receive evaluation of your 
depression with our Board Certified physician, study 
medication or placebo, and visits to our private clinic, 
all at no cost. Please call for more information. 

(212) 595-5012
The Medical Research Network, LLC

134 E. 93rd St, NY, NY 10128
www.MedicalResearchNetwork.com

Helmet hair: One-man-band Bob Log III plays the Wick on Aug. 5.
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RESTAURANT    BAR

189 Bridge Street, Brooklyn
718–222–1010  |  DineAmarachiPrime.com

Open 7 days for Lunch & Dinner, Brunch on Sat. & Sun.

TUESDAY WINGS SPEC IAL
50% OFF ALL ORDERS FROM 5–8PM

BOOK YOUR NEXT SPECIAL EVENT WITH US!

Open a Flushing Bank Free Business Checking account today and receive a
Nexus 7 32GB tablet with an opening deposit of $15,000 or more.2  Visit your local 
Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889, or go to www.FlushingBank.com for details.

Business Checking with a little something extra.

Business 
CheckingFree

• No monthly maintenance fees
• No minimum balance required

32GBNexus 7
with an opening deposit of 
$15,000 or more2

Plus, get up to                   when you open a new business checking account.1$100

1 New account with new money only. A new business checking account is defined as any new business checking account that does not have any authorized signatures in common with any other existing Flushing Bank business checking account(s). An existing checking customer is defined as 

anyone who currently has or has had a Flushing Bank checking account within the last 24 months. New money is defined as money not currently on deposit with Flushing Bank. You must deposit a minimum of $100 to open a business checking account. You will receive $50 for the completion of 

5 debit card purchases. And $50 for the completion of 5 online banking bill-payments via Flushing Bank’s Online Banking portal. Each debit card purchase and each online bill-payment must be $25 or more and must be completed prior to 60 days after the account is opened. The compensation 

will be credited to the checking account on or about 75 days after the account is opened. The offer is subject to change and early termination without prior notice at any time. A 1099 will be issued in the amount credited to your account. Other fees and restrictions may apply. Speak with a 

branch representative for more information. 2 New account with new money only. For purposes of the promotion, a new business checking customer is defined as any new business checking account that does not have any authorized signatures in common with any other existing Flushing Bank 

checking account(s). You must deposit a minimum of $100 to open this account. No minimum balance is required to avoid a monthly maintenance fee. New Free Business Checking account customers will receive a Google Nexus 7 32GB wifi tablet for an opening balance of $15,000 or more. 

Valid business documentation must be provided at the time of account opening. The cost of the promotional item of $285 (including sales tax and delivery charge) will be reported as interest income in the form of a 1099. The new account must remain open, active and in good standing for six 

months. If the account is closed prior to six months, the cost of the promotional item will be deducted from the balance. Flushing Bank reserves the right to make promotional item substitutions of comparable value and assumes no liability for any defects in, or direct or consequential damages 

relating to promotional items. The warranty is the sole responsibility of the manufacturer. Google, Android, and Nexus are trademarks of Google Inc. Google is not affiliated with, or sponsor of, this promotion. Other fees and restrictions may apply. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for 

more information about minimum balance requirements and certain fees that may apply to the business checking account. The promotion and offers are subject to change and termination without prior notice at any time. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more information. 

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

D
avid Yow is part punk, 
part cat lady. 

The 53-year-old is 
best known as the front-man 
of noise rock bands Scratch 
Acid and the Jesus Lizard. 
But he recently discovered a 
new creative outlet — draw-
ing pictures of cats. The purr-
ific illustrations are mostly 
inspired by puns — one, ti-
tled “Cat Burglar,” is a cat 
dressed as a thief; another, 
“Catatonic,” is a drunk cat. 
Now, Gowanus publisher 
Akashic Books is releasing 
a cat-o-log of Yow’s work, 
which he will present at Word 
bookstore on Aug. 5. 

The Brooklyn Paper 
caught up with Yow to talk 
about the cat-alyst for his 
unique art. 

Danielle Furfaro: When 
did you start doing cat draw-
ings? 

David Yow: At the very 
end of the 1970s, when I was 
just getting into punk rock, I 
was with a dear friend of mine 
named Tom. I drew a cat and 
put “Tom” on it. I ended up 
making a bunch of drawings 
with silly puns. I did about 
20 of them on three- by five-
inch pieces of paper. My mom 
used to have them stuck on 

a black poster board in the 
laundry room of my parents’ 
house. Then she passed away 
and I have no idea what hap-
pened to them. 

DF: Have you been con-
sistently drawing cat puns 
all these years? 

DY: I was not doing it 
consistently at all. In fact, I 
probably hadn’t drawn any in 
years. But, a few years ago, I 
got asked out of the blue to do 
a one-man art show. I hadn’t 
done serious paintings since 
college, so I had a lot of paint-

ings to do in a short amount 
of time. I did a domestic cat 
that was huge, three feet by 
three feet in an ornate gaudy 
gold frame, and it looked so 
cool I decided to start mak-
ing them again. 

DF: Which is your fa-
vorite? 

DY: My favorite does not 
have a cat in it at all. It is 
“Stray Cat” and it is just a 
picture of a wall. Of the ones 
that do have cats, I don’t think 
I have a favorite. If I picked 
one, the others would get an-

gry or at least their feelers 
would be hurt. 

DF: Do you have a cat? 
DY: Right now, I have a 

cat named Little Buddy, and 
he just celebrated his eighth 
birthday. My girlfriend has 
two cats, Vinny and Neko. 

DF: Did you draw any 
of the cats to look like ac-
tual cats? 

DY: Only the celebrity 
ones, like Stimpson J. Cat and 
Sylvester and Grumpy Cat. If 
there was a Stimpy [of Ren 
and Stimpy] in real life and 
his portrait was done in my 
cat style, [Stimpson J. Cat] is 
what he would look like.

By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

C
ats — lovable family pets, or 
evil minions of Satan?

The answers will finally be 
revealed on Aug. 7, when an expert 
in kitties and their historic associ-
ation with the devil gives a talk at 
the Morbid Anatomy Library and 
Museum in Gowanus. 

“Cats were such a symbol that if 
an old lady had a lot of cats, she was 
a de facto witch,” said Paul Koud-
ounis, a photographer and “maca-
bre art historian” who lives in Los 
Angeles. “People are so in love with 
cats now, I don’t think many peo-
ple realize the incredible amount of 
negativity there used to be.”

Koudounaris stumbled on the no-
tion of evil cats when he was re-
searching a book that brought him 
into the weird world of medieval 
superstition. He kept coming across 
stories — largely from the United 
Kingdom and elsewhere in Europe 

— in which cats participated in all 
sorts of occult evil. 

Alleged fiendish felines cats 
throughout history have included 
killer cats in league with accused 
witches, and even a ghost cat stalk-
ing the halls of the United States 
Capitol, whose appearance is said 
to foretell imminent doom and di-
saster, he said.

The origin of suspicious atti-
tudes toward cats has its roots in 
a rejection of Egyptian tradition 
by former Jewish slaves, explained 
Koudounaris. Worshipped by the 
Egyptians, cats became a symbol 

of pagan devil-worship in the Ju-
deo-Christian tradition.

“Cats just had a terrible reputa-
tion because the Judeo-Christian 
really turned its back on them af-
ter leaving Egypt,” Koudounis said. 
“They were seen as demons of the 
desert.”

Superstitious medieval Europe-
ans also saw all animals as more 
susceptible to demonic possession 
because of their lack of faith, which 
they considered a Christian human’s 
main form of defense against forces 
of evil, Koudounis said.

The notion of cats as in league 

with evil persisted as late as the 
turn of the 20th century. But once 
writers, artists, and other weirdos 
started to take the animals as pets, 
society’s view of them slowly began 
to turn around — although they can 
remain a polarizing subject.

“People are pretty either/or when 
it comes to cats — they love them or 
hate them,” Koudounis said. 

But his upcoming talk is for both 
cat people and dog people alike.

“If you love cats, you’re going 
to love this lecture, and if you hate 
cats, you’re going to love it even 
more,” he said.

Me-Yow!
Rocker releases new 
book of cat pictures

David Yow presents 
“Copycat: And a Litter 
of Other Cats” at Word 
[126 Franklin St. between 
Milton and Noble streets 
in Greenpoint, (718) 
383–0096, www.word-
bookstores.org]. Aug. 5 
at 7 pm. Free.

A R T

The hell cats
An expert in demonic felines 
will give a talk in Gowanus

“Demonically Possessed Cats” 
with Paul Koudounis at the 
Morbid Anatomy Library and 
Museum (424 Third Ave. be-
tween Sixth and Seventh Streets 
in Gowanus, www.morbidan-
atomy.blogspot.com). Aug 7. at 
8 pm. $8.

TA L K

P U S SY  G A L O R E !  T WO  P U R R - F E C T  CAT  E V E N T S
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Kitty pride: David Yow, 
and, left, one his draw-
ings, titled “Catatonic.”
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Cat’s out of the bag: This drawing from medieval Lyon, France, 
shows a witch using a cat to control the weather.
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Plans are insured through UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company or one of its affiliated companies, a Medicare Advantage organization with a 
Medicare contract and a contract with the state Medicaid program. Enrollment in the plan depends on the plan’s contract renewal with Medicare. 
This plan is available to anyone who has both Medical Assistance from the State and Medicare. The benefit information provided is a brief summary, 
not a complete description of benefits. For more information contact the plan. Limitations, copayments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, 
formulary, pharmacy network, provider network, premium and/or copays/co-insurance may change on January 1 of each year. Premiums, copays, 
co-insurance, and deductibles may vary based on the level of Extra Help you receive. Please contact the plan for further details.

H3387_140618_160843 Accepted CST5499_240994

If you have Medicaid and Medicare A & B, call to learn more about UnitedHealthcare®  
Dual Complete™ (HMO SNP). Compared to Original Medicare, this plan gives you  
added benefits and features that could really make a difference in your life, including:

Call today. We’ll take the time to listen to your needs.

1-855-379-4756 (TTY: 711)
UHCCommunityPlan.com

Dental 

$2,500 towards 
comprehensive 

services.

Gym  
Membership

At no additional  
cost to you.

Transportation

24 one-way 
rides to doctor 
appointments.

Health  
Products Catalog

Up to $960 in credits to 
buy things you need.

24-hour  
NurseLineSM 

Speak with a registered 
nurse anytime.

Now I get more benefits than 
Original Medicare.

BAR SCRAWL By Bill Roundy

The Gorbals [98 N. Sixth St. between Berry Street and Wythe Avenue in 
Williamsburg, (718) 387–0195, www.thegorbalsbk.com]. Restaurant open 
daily, 5:30 pm–midnight. Third floor bar open daily, 3 pm–2 am. Roof bar 
open Mon–Thu, 3 pm–11 pm; Fri, Sat, noon–midnight; Sun, noon–6 pm.

By Max Jaeger
The Brooklyn Paper

A
lways wanted to learn 
a musical instrument, 
but held back by stage 

fright? Try a little liquid 
courage.

A pair of Park Slope mu-
sic teachers are helping their 
adult students allay first-
timer jitters by pairing be-
ginner guitar and violin les-
sons with alcohol. Instead of 
starting lessons with scales 
or chords, string ticklers Pete 
Lanctot and Ginger Dolden 
kick off their Booze Vio-
lin and Booze Guitar group 
classes by pouring their pu-
pils a drink or two.

“You have all these inhi-
bitions when you first start, 
and it’s really hard for peo-
ple to relax,” said Lanctot, a 
certified music teacher and 
faculty member at the Brook-
lyn Conservatory of Music 
in Park Slope. “We figured 
if we tied in booze somehow 
would make a fun environ-
ment.”

But the hooch is as much a 
social lubricant as a creative 
one, and serving drinks is 
also about helping students in 
a group class open up to one 
another, Dolden said.

“It’s a lonely process if 
you’re embarking on trying 
to play an instrument as an 
adult,” she said. “Having a 

community is key if you’re 
trying to started.”

The duo teaches the 
liquored-up lessons to 
groups of 10–15 adults 
over an eight-week semes-

ter at their Navy Yard stu-
dio. The course culminates 
in a recital performance at 
a local music venue — in 
years past, the classes have 
performed at Littlefield and 
Shapeshifter Lab in Gow-
anus, Lanctot said.

When they’re not  rocking 
Brooklyn bars , Lanctot and 
Dolden also give private les-
sons. But they added three 
“booze” classes to their rep-
ertoire in 2013 to reach more 

people, they said. The lessons 
were such a hit, the duo is 
now accepting enrollments 
for three ginned-up guitar 
classes and eight vino-im-
bued violin classes this fall. 
Students can choose from 
weekday evening or week-
end afternoon time slots for 
the one-hour sessions, and 
can bring their own axe or 
rent one. 

A former violin student 
said the classes provided a 
comfortable environment for 
picking up what is often con-
sidered a tough-to-learn in-
strument.

“The group lessons are ac-
tually a lot of fun — there’s 
not as much attention on 
you so you can relax a lit-
tle,” said past student Emily 
Gref, who lives in Kensing-
ton. “Of course, the drinks 
help with that.”

Cheers for fears
Park Slopers use booze to teach music

Teacher’s helper: Music instructors Ginger Dolden and Pete Lanctot give their 
adult students a drink or two to help them loosen up.
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Bedford-Stuyvesant, (718) 
453–6343], www.myspace.
com/goodbyebluemon-
dayinc. 

MOVIE TRIVIA: Six rounds, 
including famous movie 
quotes, not so famous 
movie quotes, and Nicolas 
Cage quotes. Free. 8:30 
pm. Videology (308 Bed-
ford Ave. at S. First Street 
in Williamsburg), www.vid-
eology.info. 

WED, AUG. 6

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, JOHN LEGEND: $45-

$145. 8 pm. Barclays Center 
[620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c 
Street in Prospect Heights, 
(917) 618–6100], www.bar-
clayscenter.com. 

MUSIC, WILL STRATTON, 
OLD ROBES, HMS: $8. 8 
pm. Union Hall [702 Union 
St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

MUSIC, OMAR SOULEY-
MAN, DUTCH E GERM, 
MICHAEL BEHARIE: $16. 
8:30 pm. Glasslands (289 
Kent Ave. at S. Second 
Street in Williamsburg), 
www.glasslands.com. 

OTHER
TALK, “POWERS OF TWO”: 

Author Joshua Wolf Shenk  
in conversation with Eamon 
Dolan. Free. 7–9 pm. Pow-
erHouse Arena [37 Main St. 
at Water Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 666–3049], www.
powerhousearena.com. 

ARRESTED DEVELOPMENT 
BINGO: Win free drinks 
and frozen bananas while 
watching episodes of cult 
comedy “Arrested Devel-
opment.” Free. 8:30 pm. 
Videology (308 Bedford 
Ave. at S. First Street in 
Williamsburg), www.videol-
ogy.info. 

THURS, AUG. 7

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, BUTLER, BERN-

STEIN AND THE HOT 9: 
Free. 12pm. MetroTech 
Commons at MetroTech 
Center (Metrotech Center 
between Lawrence and 
Bridge streets), www.bam.
org/metrotech. 

MUSIC, YANNI: $55–$155. 8 
pm. Barclays Center [620 
Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c 
Street in Prospect Heights, 
(917) 618–6100], www.bar-
clayscenter.com. 

COMEDY, FREESTANDING 
STANDUP: Weekly com-
edy series with local talent 
and lots of hilarity. Free. 8 
pm. Goodbye Blue Monday 

[1087 Broadway, between 
Lawton and Dodworth 
streets in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant, (718) 453–6343], 
www.myspace.com/good-
byebluemondayinc. 

OTHER
FILM, “CAT ON A HOT TIN 

ROOF”: Outdoor screen-
ing. Free. 9 pm. Brooklyn 
Bridge Park, Harborview 
Lawn (Enter at Old Fulton 
St. near Furman Street in 
Dumbo), www.brooklyn-
bridgepark.org. 

PARK SLOPE BINGO CLUB: 
Win free drinks, show tick-
ets, and cash. $5. 8 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

FRI, AUG. 8

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, LAVA: All-female 

troupe featuring music, 
dance, aerial, acrobat-
ics. $10-$20 (sliding scale). 
8pm. Waterfront Museum 
Barge [290 Conover St. 
near Reed Street in Red 
Hook, (718) 624–4719], 
www.waterfrontmuseum.
org. 

MUSIC, BRIAN DEGRAW 
(GANG GANG DANCE), 
RIOUX AND STEPHON 
ALEXANDER, ARCHIE 
PELAGO, DUTCH E 

GERM: $12 ($10 in ad-
vance). 8 pm. Baby’s All 
Right [146 Broadway be-
tween Bedford and Driggs 
avenues in Williamsburg, 
(718) 599–5800], babysall-
right.com. 

MUSIC, CHOBAN ELEK-
TRIK, ORNAMATIK, RAYA 
BRASS BAND: $10. 8:30 
pm. Jalopy Theatre [315 
Columbia St. between 
Hamilton Avenue and 
Woodhull Street in Red 
Hook, (718) 395–3214], 
www.jalopy.biz. 

MUSIC, BLKKATHY: $8. 8 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

MUSIC, THE ROSEBUDS, 
JESSE MARCHANT, 
DANA BUOY: $15. 9 pm. 
Rough Trade NYC (64 N. 
Ninth St. between Wythe 
and Kent avenues). www.
roughtradenyc.com. 

OTHER
THIRD AVENUE SUMMER 

STROLL: Bay Ridge closes 
portions of Third Avenue to 
traffi c and sets up a pedes-
trian plaza with food and 
drink and entertainment. 
Free. 6 pm. Third Avenue 
between 69th and 80th 
streets, www.summerstrol-
lon3rd.com. 

FILM, “DESPICABLE ME 2”: 
Outdoor screening. Free. 8 
pm. Owl’s Head Park (Co-
lonial Road and 68th Street 

in Bay Ridge), www.nycgov-
parks.org. 

SAT, AUG. 9

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, GINGERLYS, PALE 

LIGHTS, MAKEOUT VER-
TIGO: $10. 8 pm. Friends 
and Lovers (641 Classon 
Ave. at Dean Street in 
Crown Heights), www.
facebook.com/friendsand-
loversbk.

COMEDY, NEW ZEALAND 
VS AMERICA: With Steve 
Wrigley. $8. 8 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

OTHER
PERSEID METEOR SHOWER: 

This wonder of the uni-
verse appears each year 
in August peaking Aug. 
9–13. The best place to see 
it is here. Free. 9 pm. Salt 
Marsh Nature Center [3302 
Avenue U in Marine Park, 
(718) 421–2021]. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN BOX-
ING: Garcia vs. Salka. $31–
$256. 4:15 pm. Barclays 
Center [620 Atlantic Ave. 
at Pacifi c Street in Prospect 
Heights, (917) 618–6100], 
www.barclayscenter.com. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 8

Booze Violin and Booze 
Guitar courses run Sept. 
20 to Nov. 13. Visit www.
bantam-studios.com to 
sign up. $200.

M U S I C

Brooklyn worked for the Brook-
lyn Daily Eagle, which had of-
fices around the corner on Old 
Fulton Street, and lived in the 
area when he first published 
an edition of his seminal work 
“Leaves of Grass.”

From there, the scribe stroll 
heads to Montero’s Bar and 
Grill on Atlantic Avenue, a 
mainstay of the Heights since 
1947. Author Frank McCourt 
lived in an apartment above 
the nautical-themed watering 
hole in the 1980s, renting it 
from the bar’s matriarch  Pi-
lar Montero . The place has 
not changed much since first 
opening its doors to serve the 

Merchant Marines who used 
to dock along the nearby wa-
terfront, Chase said.

“It’s a dive bar, but it’s a 
fantastic dive bar,” he said. 
“And it really feels like Brook-
lyn. Its a complete relic.”

The last stop is The Brook-
lyn Inn, a Hoyt Street outpost 
that claims to “maybe be” the 
borough’s oldest bar.

But the literary connections 

to this establishment continue 
into modern times. Novelist 
Jonathan Lethem, who wrote 
the detective story “Mother-
less Brooklyn” which is set in 
Boerum Hill, spent time at the 
tavern. And “Bored to Death” 
creator  Jonathan Ames  held 
 a wake  for his cancelled TV 
show there in 2011. Even so, 
the Inn is clearly a classic, 
Chase said.

“You can sense the history 
in that place,” he said.

The fact that history is still 
so apparent in Brooklyn is 
what Chase likes best about 
his newest pub crawl.

“Manhattan just changed 
so quickly,” he said. “But in 
this part of Brooklyn, the 
buildings are all the same 
buildings. There’s such a 
unique identity.” 

CRAWL...
Continued from page 7
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THE WORLD’S BEST 
CYCLONES COVERAGE     EYE OF THE STORM
BROUGHT TO YOU BY MUNICIPAL CREDIT UNION

1-800-LOAN-MCU 
nymcu.org

*   APR = Annual Percentage Rate. With approved credit. Rates may be higher based on your creditworthiness. Requires direct deposit or automatic payroll deduction as method of repayment. The Annual Percentage 
Rate (APR) will increase by 2% during the term of this transaction if you discontinue payment through payroll deduction or direct deposit. Your payments will consist of 60 monthly payments of $20.25 on each $1,000 
borrowed at 7.90% APR. Rates and terms are subject to change without notice. Certain restrictions apply. Membership is required.

F IXED RATES
AS LOW AS

7.90%
APR*

MCU Personal Loans – 
a simple solution.

To meet your important or unexpected needs.

Bill consolidation  
or family expenses

Home improvement  
projects

Appliances, furniture  
or household goods

Children who attend free, full-day, 
high-quality pre-K learn to problem 
solve, ask questions, and work together. 

Find out more about our two year plan
for Pre-K for All at nyc.gov/prek.

Children born in 2010 are still eligible to apply for free, full-day, high-quality pre-K.
Call 311 ����/nycschoolsText “prek” to 877-877

#OpportunityStartsNow

Cyclones 3
Vermont 2
July 26 at MCU Park 

The Cyclones were able to 
pick up a second win against the 
Lake Monsters behind the reli-
able Corey Oswalt in the final 
game of the series before going 
on the road. 

The Cyclones got on the board 
first, scoring two in the second 
inning. Tyler Moore, who went 
three-for-three, started a rally 
off with a leadoff single. Moore 
would get thrown out at home on 
a fielder’s choice, but William 
Fulmer knocked in two runs on 
a run-batted-in single.

Oswalt pitched six solid in-
nings, giving up two runs on five 
hits with six strikeouts. The Lake 
Monsters hit a pair of doubles off 
Oswalt in the third to give them 
their first run. They tacked on 
another in the fifth on a Yairo 
Munoz sac fly.

The winning run for the Mini-
Mets came off of Moore’s bat in 
the third. After Michael Con-
forto hit a single and stole sec-
ond, Moore knocked a double 
to right field that brought him 
around.

The Cyclones set-up man Kelly 
Secrest pitched a scoreless seventh 
and eighth innings, leading the 
way for closer Shane Bay to pick 
up his sixth save of the year.

Cyclones 9 
Lowell 3
July 27 in Lowell 

The Cyclones bats finally woke 
up on Sunday night as they faced 
the Spinners for the first time this 
season, putting the bat to the ball 
15 times. 

The Mini-Mets got an early 
lead in the first as Michael Con-
forto plated Amed Rosario, who 
reached on a force play that took 
out Adrien Abreu. The Cyclones’ 
lead didn’t last long as the Spin-
ners scored two runs in the bot-
tom of the inning.

After a rough bottom of the 
third inning that took out first 
baseman Michael Katz when he 
twisted his knee trying to make 
a play, the Clones comeback 
started in the fourth when Wil 
Fulmer hit a single that plated 
Michael Bernal. Bernal went 
four-for-four. 

The Cyclones regained the 
lead in the fifth with the help 
of small ball, and continued 
the success late into the game, 
scoring four in the eighth. Spin-
ners pitching allowed two walks 
and a single by Rosario, which 

T
he Cyclones this sea-
son are nothing if a not 
a team of streaks, some 

good, some bad, sometimes 
great, and sometimes just 
awful, but like it or not, 
this what the Cyclones are.
Streaks come and go in all 
sports. Streaks can be ex-
citing as well as frustrating. 
No team is exempt from these 
peaks and valleys, and it 
is the great team that sur-
vives them to see the post-
season.

The Mini-Mets had one 
of the team’s worst losing 
streaks in franchise his-
tory in July. Starting on 
July 10, the Cyclones lost 
eight games in a row when the 
team’s bats fell asleep. Dur-
ing the downturn, the Clones 
scored just 23 runs and were 
shut out twice.

Not only was the team not 
putting the ball in play, but 
they were striking out more 
than any other team in the New 
York-Penn League, and doing 
so at a rate that shocked me, 
fans, and — most importantly 
— manager Tom Gamboa. 

When a team is in a long los-
ing streak, it seems like any-
thing that can go wrong will, 
and Gamboa saw that happen-

ing with his young lineup, es-
pecially after a 15-inning loss 
on July 18, the final bludgeon-
ing in the streak. 

“When you’re losing eight 
in a row, when the other team 
would make an error, it seemed 
like our next guy would hit 
into a double play,” he said. 
“It seems like everything bites 
you when you’re going bad.” 

Streaks like that often ef-
fect a team’s confidence, but 
after that 15-inning game, 
things started to turn around 
for the players as their bats 
started to wake up, and con-
fidence rose as the team won 
three in a row. 

Not only has the team as 
a whole seen its streaks, but 
several individuals have had 
streaks of their own. Third 
baseman Jhoan Urena has had 
two separate and equally im-
pressive hit streaks this season. 
His first was a 13-game streak 
that started on June 20.This hit 

streak gave him the longest ac-
tive streak in the New York-
Penn League. Urena was also 
the first teenager to achieve 
this feat. His second, which 
ended on July 28, also lasted 
13 games. He is only the sec-
ond Cyclone to have two sep-
arate hit streaks lasting more 
than 10 games — the last be-
ing Angel Pagan, who played 

for the Clones during 
the team’s inaugural 
season in 2001.

Hot streaks like 
that are exciting for 
fans to watch, be-
cause they are to 
waiting for his next 
at bat to see what else 

he can do, and they get the at-
tention of management.

“To think that he’s 19 years 
old, and hitting a solid .300, 
is a credit to the ability level,” 
Gamboa said of his very young 
third baseman.

Streaks will come and go, 
and that is the nature of the 
sport, but it is exciting to see 
young players experience the 
good ones, and it is interest-
ing to see how the Cyclones 
will power through the bad 
ones.

And make the post-sea-
son.  

Brooke Lynn
At Bat
By Brooke Lynn Cortese

Good run in July Cyclones go streaking

scored the first run of the in-
ning. Jhoan Urena had not had 
a hit the whole game and was at 
risk of ending his 12-game hit-
ting streak but extended it with 
a single that scored Abreu. Ber-
nal hit a double to plate Rosa-
rio and Urena for the final run 
of the game. 

Cyclones 8 
Lowell 5 
July 28 in Lowell 

A two-out, six-run explosion 
in the sixth inning erased a 2–1 
deficit and stormed the Cyclones 
to victory.

Amed Rosario began the 
frame with a double to right 
and, after a pop out and a walk 
to Mike Conforto, a wild pitch 
put runners at second and third. 
Michael then struck out swing-
ing, but five straight two-out hits, 
including a double by Anthony 
Chavez, plated six Clones.  

Three relievers helped starter 
Alberto Baldonado earn his first 
win of the season, with Shane Bay 
earning his eighth save. 

The win put the Cyclones back 
at .500, nine games behind the first-
place Hudson Valley Renegades.

The
Ride

Corey Oswalt helped lead his team to a win against the 
Lake Monsters at MCU Park on July 26.
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York cops. “What excuse can 
you come up with this time? 
There was no gun!”

The incident occurred 
when, according to police, 
officers approached Garner 
after they saw him selling 
loose, untaxed cigarettes. 
Several videos of the arrest, 
beginning slightly after the 
confrontation started, have 
surfaced online, showing an 
agitated Garner begging 
cops to leave him alone.

“Every time you see me 
you want to harass me,” he 
shouts.

In the video Garner tells 
officers he had been break-
ing up a fight, and denied 
their charges of illegally 
selling untaxed cigarettes, 
a contention backed up by 
the videographer.

“I’m minding my busi-
ness,” he says. “Please just 
leave me alone.”

When officers move in to 
arrest the heavyset Garner, 
one officer, Daniel Pantaleo, 
uses his elbow to choke Gar-
ner as he gasps and shouts, 
“I can’t breathe!”

Garner died shortly there-
after although the medical 
examiner’s office has not 
declared an official cause 
of death.

Several pols joined Sharp-
ton at the funeral, which 
was held near the Gowanus 
Houses where Garner spent 
his first 15 years. Public Ad-
vocate Letitia James took to 
the pulpit to pledge her sup-
port for new police training 
guidelines and the video-re-

Continued from page 1

MEMORIAL...

a neighbor who penned a petition 
calling to stop the closure.

“Every time something closes in 
the neighborhood people say ‘Oh, 
gentrification,’ but I’m sick of hear-
ing that — as if the community 
can’t do anything about it,” said 
Annie Schoening. “I want to send 

a message to developers and to the 
community that this isn’t outside 
the realm of our control.”

The store’s departure will leave 
the high-end Union Market on 
Court Street and Whole Foods 
Market in Gowanus, as well as the 
store-brand-only Trader Joe’s on 
Atlantic Avenue, as the area’s big 

IN PRINT
Pick up The 
Brooklyn 
Paper every 
Friday across 
Greenpoint, 
Williamsburg, 
Downtown and 
Brownstone 
Brooklyn. Each 
print edition 
delivers news, 
arts, and entertainment, plus our 
original columnists, cartoonists and 
the world’s best Cyclones coverage 
in a convenient package. It’s one-
stop shopping with excitement on 
every page.

ON THE WEB
No one else — no blog, no website, 
no “news aggregator” — covers our 
neighborhoods with the intensity 
of BrooklynPaper.com. The award-
winning site is updated several times 
every day, 
offering 
fresh news, 
arts and 
features — 
faster, better 
and deeper 
than any 
other online 
publication. Visit it several times a 
day — to stay on top of the greatest 
city in the world: Brooklyn.

TWO WAYS 
TO LOVE

THE BROOKLYN PAPER
and BrooklynPaper.com
Your place for a full dose of 

Brooklyn!

NOW OPEN IN COBBLE HILL

266 COURT ST. (Between Kane & DeGraw) (347) 799-2902

Call ahead or order online at www.FiveGuys.com

Faithful, bishop, at odds over same-sex marriage

Panel approves more pedestrian-friendly entrance to park

KARATE CHOP 
Sensei teaches self-defense classes 

in crime-plagued Fort Greene Park

In the doghouse

Espresso with your hot dog?

Italian shops to reshape 

Coney Island Boardwalk

MEAN
Streets

cording of all street stops.
“We will demand justice in 

the city of New York,” James 
said. “I promise a full and 
complete investigation.”

But for the Brownsville-
raised Rev. Sharpton, who 
has spent much of the past 
three decades rallying peo-
ple against perceived in-
justices affecting African 
Americans, new training 
guidelines aren’t enough.

“You don’t need training 
to stop choking a man after 
he says ‘I can’t breathe,’ ” he 
said, to cheers. “You need 
to be prosecuted.”

As the mourners filed out 
of the church, they struck 
up a chant of Garner’s last 
words:

“I can’t breathe.”

Marvin Knight argues 
Eric Garner’s death 
shows the city has no 
love for black people.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
St

ev
e 

Sc
hn

ib
b

e

CALL TO ADVERTISE: (718) 260-4552

Neighbors of the Met Foods on Smith Street are bemoaning 
its impending closure, saying that it will leave them without 
a low-priced place to grab groceries in the neighborhood. 
We paid a visit to the doomed supermarket and the two 
nearest ones to see how their prices stack up. Below are 
the costs of the cheapest of a smattering of staple items at 
each shop — and it turns out C-Town gives Met Foods a run 
for its money. — Noah Hurowitz

Foodstuff  Met Foods Union Market  C-Town

Head of lettuce $2 $2.69 $1.99

Gallon of milk $4.79 $5.99 $3.79

Loaf of wheat 
bread 

$2.99 $4.99 $2.99

A dozen eggs $1.99 $6.99 $2.99

Can of black 
beans

$0.99 $1.89 (they’re 
organic) 

$1.19

Comparison shopping

Continued from page 1

MARKET...

grocers, with a C-Town on Bond 
Street being the only compara-
bly priced food store within five 
blocks of the closing Met Foods. 
Another Met Foods and a Key Food 
sit seven and nine blocks away, 
respectively.

One longtime shopper said the 
closing will be a big hassle for ev-
eryone living nearby.

“This could really be devastat-
ing,” said Louis Garcia, who said 
has frequented the store for a de-
cade and was carrying out a load 
of groceries on Monday.

Garcia said that the big chains 
are threatening the stores depended 
on by lower-earning residents of 
the neighborhood where the me-
dian household income is $71,999, 
according to census data.

“Stores like Trader Joe’s and 
Whole Foods are taking away 
business, but they’re not eco-
nomically viable for a lot of peo-
ple,” he said

Met Foods and the group of de-
velopers did not respond to re-
quests for comment.

Forty-six people had signed 
the petition to save the store as 
of Wednesday evening.

The demise of the Smith 
Street Met Foods, marked 
with the X, means a further 
schlep and one fewer no-
frills grocery store for area 
shoppers.
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1. Met Foods
2. Union Market
3. C-Town
4. Met Foods
5. Trader Joe’s
6. Key Food
7. Whole Foods Market
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BRANCH MORTGAGE PROMOTION IS HERE!

By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

The popular Park Slope 
gay bar Excelsior is closing 
on Sunday, but its owners 
say this final call won’t be 
their last.

The proprietors are busy 
browsing real estate listings 
and are confident they’ll find 
another place to set up shop 
before long, a feeling they say 
the pub’s name helps them 
maintain.

“ ‘Excelsior’ means ever 
onward and upward, and 
that’s what we plan on do-
ing,” said Mark Nayden, 

one of the bar’s co-found-
ers. “There’s been a black 
cloud hanging over every-
thing, but I don’t want the 
negativity anymore. We’re 
going to find a better space 
and we’re going to continue to 
serve the community.”

Nayden found out in June 
that the bar was going to be 
losing its home. He and his 
husband have managed Ex-
celsior for 15 years, having 
moved into the building 
shortly after their landlord 
bought it. They opened with 
a 15-year lease, and were in 
the process of renegotiating 

Gay bar to close
it earlier this summer when 
their landlord said he in-
tended to sell.

Nayden said the landlord 
gave them the choice to pur-
chase the property for $2.2 
million, but on short notice 
raising that amount was out 
of the question.

The landlord declined to 
comment, saying that the sale 
is still pending.

Park Slope is now crammed 
with bars and restaurants, 
many of them gay-friendly, 
but Nayden said when he first 
opened the saloon, establish-
ments like it were few and 
far between.

“Fifteen years ago, there 
wasn’t much else,” he said. 
“We’ve really been an an-
chor in the community, and 
we’re proud of that.”

The bar has been more of a 
neighborhood watering hole 
than a pick-up spot, accord-
ing to one regular.

“This sounds cliche, but we 
compare it a lot to ‘Cheers,’ ” 
Chris Christman said. “It’s a 
neighborhood bar that hap-
pens to be a gay bar.”

Christman said he was on 
hand for Excelsior’s long-

Mark Nayden, right, stands with his longtime 
partner and new husband Richard Kennedy out-
side Excelsior, the Park Slope gay bar they have 
run together for the past 15 years.
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ago opening day and plans 
to grab a stool at the next 
one.

The closing could not 
have come at a more hec-
tic time for the pair of bar-
keeps.

On Monday employ-
ees and Excelsior regu-
lars were busy preparing 
for Nayden’s wedding to his 
business partner and boy-
friend of 24 years Richard 
Kennedy.

Excelsior opened in Slope 15 years ago
By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

We are not looking for that 
kind of tip.

No one has been able to 
book a room at the Bossert 
Hotel in Brooklyn Heights 
since the late 1980s, and the 
developer who is renovating 
it hasn’t said much about the 
project beyond stating that it 
will open next year, but peo-
ple are itching to get in — 
so badly that they are calling 
and e-mailing The Brooklyn 
Paper asking how to book a 
room. The new owner, who 
bought the landmark Mon-
tague Street guesthouse in 
2012, isn’t surprised the 
public is beating down the 
doors.

“It’s not surprising there is 
already a high level of inter-
est in the new Bossert Hotel,” 
said Evan Thies, a spokesman 
for developer Clipper Equity. 
“The hotel has a great history 
and location — and now that 
it will realize it’s full poten-
tial with a meticulous, mod-
ern update, it will be a truly 
exceptional venue for events 
and home to guests for years 
to come.”

The messages started in 
March, shortly after this re-
porter  got a peek at the reno-
vation in progress at the ho-
tel  that was once Brooklyn’s 
Waldorf Astoria, hosting the 
Dodgers’ 1955 World Series 
party. 

One woman wanted to 
book a room for the Fourth of 
July, to catch the return of the 
Macy’s fireworks to the East 
River a short walk away. An-
other wanted to know where 
she could apply to be man-
ager. A third, from Brook-
lyn Heights, wanted to book 
her wedding there.

“The building is such a 
mystery for those of us who 
live in the neighborhood,” 
said the bride-to-be, who 
asked not to be named. “We 
have walked past it for years 
and only imagined what the 
beautiful and historic exte-

The Bossert effect
Readers call reporter for reservations

rior holds. I love the idea of 
it holding such rich Brooklyn 
history — think of the stories 
its walls could tell.”

Yours truly had little to tell 
them because a hotel opera-
tor has not even been selected 
yet. The one fact on the ta-
ble about the reopening is the 
owners’ assurance that the 
Bossert will open soon.

“Chetrit Group and Clip-
per Equity are excited to open 
a fully renovated and mod-

(Above) The Bossert 
Hotel on the corner 
in Brooklyn Heights 
was once considered 
the Waldorf Astoria of 
Brooklyn. (Left) This 
interior photo and oth-
ers like it prompted 
calls and e-mails to the 
newsroom.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
E

liz
ab

et
h 

G
ra

ha
m

ernized world-class hotel in 
Brooklyn Heights by early 
next year,” Thies said.

Real estate tycoon Da-
vid Bistricer’s Clipper Eq-
uity, along with the Chetrit 
Group, bought the Bossert 
for $81 million from the Je-
hovah’s Witnesses as the re-
ligious organization moved 
its headquarters upstate. The 
religious group had since the 
late 1980s used the building 
to house visiting followers 
and workers at its Dumbo 
offices. The devotees won a 
1992 award for their restora-
tion work, but there was ap-
parently more to be done.

By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

A crew of hooligans smashed the win-
dows of 20 cars early on Tuesday morn-
ing in Fort Greene, police said.

Cops fielded a call from a bystander at 
4:41 am reporting a roving band of four or 
five 20-somethings running away from 
the scene beneath the Brooklyn-Queens 
Expressway, according to the NYPD. 

The vehicles were parked near Cler-
mont Avenue in the lot that runs along 
Park Avenue, law enforcement officials 
said.

The bandits, who police say were wear-
ing hooded sweatshirts, looted items from 
some of the vehicles, but it is not clear if 
all were burglarized, cops stated.

Car smash spree

This car is one of 20 that felt the 
brunt of bandits who went on a ve-
hicular bashing spree on Tuesday.
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“When I had my stroke, 
I was afraid life would
never be the same.“

We fixed that.
Emergency Department

506 Sixth Street, Brooklyn   www.nym.org  

ER Pedestrian Entrance corner of Seventh Avenue and Sixth Street

New York Methodist is one of the only hospitals in Brooklyn

with the latest technology to treat and reverse strokes.

Speedy diagnosis and expert treatment are crucial when
dealing with a stroke. Should you ever experience one,
you’ll get the fastest, most qualified care possible at New
York Methodist Hospital. The latest drugs,and the most 
sophisticated technology are tools used by our highly
trained neurosurgeons to remove blood clots and reverse
stroke effects up to twelve hours from the onset of symptoms.
Permanent damage can often be prevented and a full 
recovery is possible.

By Vanessa Ogle
The Brooklyn Paper

The city is backing down 
after sending out a flurry 
of long-delayed traffic vi-
olations.  

 Drivers suddenly began 
receiving a wave of sum-
monses they accumulated 
in the three months since 
the city activated surveil-
lance cameras to ticket those 
driving in the dedicated bus 
lanes created for the new B44 
Select Bus Service. 

When locals realized that 
they had racked up as much 
as $7,000 in fines after en-
forcement began, but before 
the first notice arrived in the 
mail, they reached out to 
Councilman Chaim Deutsch 
(D–Sheepshead Bay). The pol 
appealed to the Department 
of Transportation to void the 
tardy tickets.

“It is common sense they 
should do it,” said Deutsch. 
“Getting summonses three 
months later is not nor-
mal.”

Fortunately for the drivers, 
“common sense” prevailed, 
and the city has agreed to dis-
miss all but drivers’ first vio-
lation from March 17 to July 
25 — and drivers who have 
already paid multiple tickets 
can expect a refund.

 “Recognizing this was 
the city’s newest SBS route, 
we understand it might take 
time for motorists to adjust to 
the regulations,” said Scott 
Gastel, press secretary for 
the department. “For those 
who recently received multi-

TIX BLITZ FIX
City to dismiss delayed bus-lane tickets

Now, instead of worrying 
about thousands of dollars of 
debt, Oliel is planning how 
he will spend the money he 
thought was going towards 
tickets.

“My son — soon, he is 
getting married,” said  Oliel. 
“We’re going to use the 
money for his wedding.”

Deutsch first pointed out 
the issue to the city last week, 
and he said he was pleased 
by the swift reaction. 

“When I brought this in-
justice to the attention of the 
Department of Finance and 
the Department of Transpor-
tation, I was impressed by 
the quick positive response 
I received,” he said. 

The dedicated lanes for 
the B44 Select Bus Service 
were created last November, 
but enforcement didn’t be-
gin until March 17 — four 
months later — leaving driv-
ers lots of time to develop bad 
habits. Some motorists com-
plained that the long delay be-
tween starting enforcement 
and sending the tickets un-
fairly lulled them into think-
ing that they could continue 
to use the bus lanes conse-
quence-free.

“If I got the ticket a week 
later — or even a month later 
— I’d stop right away,” said 
Aron Rosenbaum of Wil-
liamsburg, who received 25 
tickets — at one point getting 
eight tickets in one day.

Rosenbaum said he’s re-
lieved to hear about the city’s 
promise to dismiss most of 
his tickets. But he is going 
to remain on guard until the 
violations are cleared from 
his record.

“I’m not as nervous as I 
was last week,” said Rosen-
baum. “When I see it, I’ll be-
lieve it — I don’t want to get 
disappointed.”

(Above) Yelena and 
Yevgvemiy Vasilenko just 
last month started re-
ceiving tickets for driving 
in the bus lane in March. 
(Left) A van drives in the 
bus lane near the corner 
of Rogers Avenue and 
Montgomery Street.
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ple violations from the spring, 
DOT will dismiss all but the 
first violation.” 

Locals facing thousands 
of dollars in fines are thrilled 
by the ticket dismissal. One 
resident, whose family got hit 
with 13 tickets and expected 
even more, said it seems too 
good to be true.

“Wow — I can’t even be-
lieve it,” said Yelena Vasi-
lenko, a Sheepshead Bay resi-
dent. “It is like a movie.”

David Oliel of Coney Is-
land expected nearly $7,000 
in tickets and had already paid 
$700, but now he’s jumping 
for joy — literally. 

“I was jumping,” said 
Oliel of the moments after 
he heard about the reprieve. 
“I started screaming — it is 
a big break.”

By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

A group of politicos, ac-
tivists, and real estate indus-
try types wants to make it 
easier to win the housing lot-
tery Downtown. 

One thousand one hun-
dred below-market-rate 
apartments are slated to go 
on the market in the neigh-
borhood during the next 
three years, according to 
the Downtown Brooklyn 
Partnership, which is join-
ing other Downtown movers 
and shakers to host a series 
of workshops guiding Brook-
lynites through the applica-
tion process. Tucker Reed, 
president of the Partnership, 
a pro-business group, says 
the effort is meant to ensure 
everybody gets a fair shot at 
the coveted real estate.

“Getting these units built 
is not enough,” Reed said. 
“We also have to make sure 
local families have access to 
these units.”

Applying is difficult and 
minor errors, such as using 
correction fluid on the pa-
perwork or listing a child on 
an application that has been 
listed on another parent’s, 
can get your form tossed, 
the group said.

The process is so fickle 
some buildings end up 
with fewer applicants than 
set-aside apartments, Reed 
said.

“These small and often 
fixable problems have be-
come so common that de-

Keys to the castles
Downtown honchos promise to make 
it easier to score affordable housing

velopers sometimes don’t get 
enough eligible applicants to 
fill their affordable-housing 
lottery,” Reed said.

Another issue the work-
shops are set to tackle is fi-
nancial literacy. People who 
are selected by the lottery, 
which is run by the Depart-
ment of Housing Preserva-
tion and Development, still 
have to pass a credit check 
before they get the keys to 
their new pads. 

The spokesman for a ma-
jor area developer said the 
rules make for a catch-22.

“You have to be poor 
and have good credit in or-
der to qualify,” said Thomas 
Montvel-Cohen, a rep for the 
City Point project, which in-
cludes 125 so-called “afford-

able” units. “Unfortunately 
that’s often a terrible con-
tradiction.”

The workshops are meant 
to help would-be renters 
clean up their credit scores, 
too.

Half of the below-mar-
ket-rate apartments com-
ing online are supposed to 
give preference to prospec-
tive renters already living in 
or near Downtown.

The neighborhood has ex-
perienced an explosion of 
luxury housing and an in-
flux of chain stores since a 
2004 rezoning opened it up to 
sky-high development.

A local pol said the out-
reach should be a stabiliz-
ing force. 

“This is for Brooklyn,” 
said Councilwoman Laurie 
Cumbo (D–Fort Greene). 
“This is so that Brooklyn 
can stay in Brooklyn.”

The first workshop took 
place on Thursday at Brown 
Memorial Baptist Church in 
Clinton Hill. The next one 
is scheduled Feb. 4 at Pratt 
Institute. The full schedule 
is below.

Affordable housing 
workshops

Hosted by Fifth Avenue 
Committee at Hanson 
Place Seventh-day Adven-
tist Church (88 Hanson Pl. 
between S. Portland Av-
enue and S. Oxford Street 
in Prospect Heights, www.
fifthave.org). Nov. 13 at 
6:30 pm.

Hosted by Mutual 
Housing Association of 
New York at Pratt Insti-
tute (200 Willoughby Ave. 
between Hall Street and 
Classon Avenue in Clinton 
Hill, www.mutualhous-
ingny.org). Feb. 4, 2015 at 
6:30 pm.

Hosted by Pratt Area 
Community Council at In-
gersoll Community Center 
(177 Myrtle Ave. between 
Prince and Navy streets in 
Fort Greene, www.pacc.
publishpath.com). June 
10, 2015 at 6:30 pm.

Hosted by Churches 
United for Fair Housing 
at Church of the Sacred 
Heart (30 Clermont Ave. 
between Park and Flush-
ing avenues in Clinton 
Hill, www.cuffh.tumblr.
com). Oct. 6, 2015 at 6:30 
pm.

Councilwoman Lau-
rie Cumbo talks about 
how classes will stabilize 
Downtown and its envi-
rons.
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By Max Jaeger
The Brooklyn Paper

Sunset Park bookworms 
will have to sweat it out 
for a few more days before 
cooler air returns to the lo-
cal library.

The air conditioner at the 
Sunset Park Branch of the 
Brooklyn Public Library 
went kaput on July 7, leav-
ing literature lovers in a hot 
spot for the last month.

“That’s a long time,” said 
resident Margaret Murphy, 
who braved the heat on July 
25 because her daughter 
wanted to go to the library. 
“I don’t know how they could 
operate like this.”

The library tried to fix 
the ferkockte Freon fans 
but failed, so it had to order 
“four large capacity portable 
units” as a stopgap measure. 
But those weren’t scheduled 
to arrive until Aug. 1, after 
press time, and won’t be oper-
ational until Aug. 5, a library 
spokeswoman said.  The 
temporary fix took nearly 
a month because such por-
table air conditioners are in 
demand this time of year, she 
said. The library could not 
say when a permanent solu-
tion would be in place.

Meanwhile, library users 
are slogging through, despite 
the sultry conditions.

“People have stuff they’ve 
got to do,” said Franc Pohole, 
a blogger who has been pub-
licizing the issue on sunset-

Cooking the books
Sunset Park library’s month without AC

park.com. “I’m in here al-
most every day.” 

The heat has been so bad 
that the library closed early 
three times this month — on 
July 14, 15, and 23 — total-
ling 5.5 lost hours of op-
eration, the spokeswoman 
said. 

Temperatures soared close 
to 90 degrees those days, but 

the biblioteca’s beloved tomes 
were safe, since paper ignites 
at 451 degrees Fahrenheit.

Library-goers said they are 
looking forward to chilling 
out with a good book once the 
climate controls are fixed.

“Any time you come to the 
library when it’s hot, it just 
sucks,” said Sunset Park ho-
meowner Monte Amon.

Margaret Murphy and daughter Nora Petitgrand 
said the key to surviving a sweltering library is 
drinking plenty of water.

C
o

m
m

un
it

y 
N

ew
s 

G
ro

up
 /

 M
ax

 J
ae

g
er

 



The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-250014  AWP  August 1–7, 2014

Family
BROOKLYN August 2013

FREE

COOL

Fall 

School GuideWhere Every Child Matters

Find us online at www.NYParenting.com

2013 Gold 
Award Winner

Editorial and Design
Awards Competition

Backpack 
weight

Tantrums

Smoking

Sports injuries

Keeping

PARENT
“A re we going into 

World War III?” 
my 10-year-old 

asked me the other day. 
His brother was reading 

the news about the Malay-
sian Airlines flight being shot 
down out loud from his iP-
hone, and we had been talk-
ing about the tragic horrors 
of the Middle East.

I felt like I felt the time we 
sat in the car in a McDonald’s 
parking lot in North Carolina 
as we waited to see if the tor-
nados blowing through would 
pick up our car and throw us 
back down again, like we’d 
heard they’d done to tractor 
trailers between us and the 
next highway exit.

He asked then, like he was 
really asking now, “Are we 
going to be okay?”

I remember being 10 and 
unable to sleep imagining 
that “They” were coming 
for me, the Nazis or whom-
ever was up next for perpe-
trating genocide. I saw and 
read a million things about 
the Holocaust, images that 
stuck.

On other nights, I imag-
ined it was the Russians, 
pressing that button and 
annihilating us all. Nuclear 
obliteration seemed to be a 

real threat.
I guess nothing has 

changed. There are always 
things pitting one people 
against another, for reli-
gious beliefs, skin color — 
you name it — ostensibly for 
the safety of their own. 

The headlines these days 
are scary and I can no lon-
ger shield my kids now that 
they are old enough to find 
the news themselves. My life-
time commitment to no cable 
means our television is never 
on blaring the bad scary news, 
and no news source comes in 
to our house except The New 
Yorker, whose deep analysis 
of current events largely es-
capes my kids except through 
cartoons, which make light 
of the world’s messes. 

I have tried, like Roberto 
Benigni in “Life is Beauti-
ful,” to pretend that it is all 
good amidst the truth that 
sometimes it isn’t. I hug 
my friend who works for 

the United Nations some-
times and offer my sympa-
thy for the impossibleness 
of her job.

Uniting Nations? World 
peace? Good luck.

But why not? Strangely 
it was Sting who made me 
feel better as a kid about the 
Cold War. He sang the song 
whose standout lyric said, “I 
hope the Russians love their 
children too.”

I thought to myself that 
they must, right? Everyone 
loves their children, right? 
I have to believe people do 
love their children, all people, 
however outrageous the tac-
tics they employ in the name 
of protecting them.

The problem is that ani-
mals will do anything to pro-
tect themselves. And we don’t 
like to think about it, but we 
are only animals, us humans, 
every single one of us. Our 
instincts will always kick 
in, fostered by the environ-

ment we’re surrounded by, 
to do what it seems to take 
to survive.

I don’t know what’s going 
to happen in the world, or 
who to blame when things get 
ugly. It seems there should be 
a right and a wrong, but world 
history shows most peoples 
have been on both sides at 
one time or another. When 
my kids want me to moder-
ate a fight (which is to say 
punish the other for a terri-
ble transgression), I say: “So 
much has happened before. 
How do you expect me to 
judge right now? Just make 
up and move on.”

I wish that we could all 
make up and move on. I wish 
that loving our own children 
didn’t have to mean hating 
other people’s, and that 
we could realize we’re re-
ally all the same before we 
completely ruin this beautiful 
world we live in together.

So when my kid asked if 
World War III was on the 
way, I couldn’t honestly say 
for sure. 

A parent doesn’t always 
know what’s going to hap-
pen, and can only promise 
that you’ll be there to help 
deal with whatever does.

War, peace, and tweens
Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

By Max Jaeger
The Brooklyn Paper

Zumba Daddy did it 
again!

The patriarch of prance 
broke his own record for 
Brooklyn’s largest Zumba 
class on July 20 at MCU Park 
with more than 500 people 
cavorting to raise money for 
cancer research. Despite hit-
ting a personal best, the bust-
a-move maven said there’s 
still room to grow.

“I think the crowd was a lit-
tle sparse because it was such 
a nice beach day,” said Joe 
Gillette, known as “Zumba 
Daddy” for his love of the fit-
ness craze. “It was still pretty 
successful, I have to say.”

Gillette got 504 people to 
drop cancer-fighting Relay 
for Life a $5 donation and 
take to the ball field for a gi-
ant group get-down — that’s 
70 more people than  his pre-
vious record , but well short 
of  the 6,671-person Guin-
ness record he hopes one 
day to best . 

All told, the event raised 
$4,700, which brings the Re-
lay for Life’s 2014 haul to 
$107,000 — $37,000 more 
than it raised last year, and 
a major victory for the char-
ity, Gillette said.

“Usually with Relay for 
Life, if you can go up $10,000, 
it’s solid,” he said.

After the Zumba zoo, 

Victory dance

a cancer survivor and her 
caregiver mother got to 
throw out first pitches in 
the  Cyclones’ 6–0 slaughter 
of the Williamsport Cross-
cutters . 

“It was just an amaz-
ing day for her, all the way 
around,” said Tania Aber-
novich, whose 10-year-old 
daughter Alexiana Deprima 
threw the pitch. “We’re try-

ing to make every day as fun, 
memorable, and meaningful 
as possible before she goes 
in for her brain surgery in 
August.”

Southpaw Deprima’s 
health battle apparently 
has not affected her arm, 
Gillette said.

“I was impressed,” he said. 
“She really threw some lefty 
heat.”

Zumba record at MCU Park

Hundreds gathered at MCU Park on July 20 to 
Zumba against cancer.
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