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By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Housing activists are demand-
ing Mayor DeBlasio put an end 
to private construction on the 
Broadway Triangle on the bor-
der of Williamsburg, Bushwick, 
and Bedford-Stuyvesant, claim-
ing apartment buildings going 
up there cater too much to ul-
tra-Orthodox Jewish residents, 
and not the rest of the neigh-
borhood. 

The groups say that Latino and 
black locals in the three neigh-
borhoods don’t stand a chance of 
getting apartments in the trian-
gle because the builders, who are 
ultra-Orthodox themselves, are 
constructing three-and-four bed-
room apartments to serve large 
Hasidic families.

“They are not creating places 
for non-white families,” said 
Shekar Krishnan of Brooklyn 
Legal Services Corporation A, 
one of the organizations fight-
ing the construction. 

More than 40 community 
groups under the umbrella of the 
Broadway Triangle Community 
Coalition are asking DeBlasio to 
reinterpret an injunction issued by 
a judge in 2012 that halts all con-
struction on the area that is bor-
dered by Broadway, Union and 
Flushing avenues. Right now, that 
injunction halts projects on city-
owned properties within the tri-
angle, but allows developers to 
build on private land. 

As it stands now, the housing 
that developers are building there 
is catering almost exclusively to 
the Hasidic Jewish community, 
because, along with the size of 
the apartments, the below-mar-
ket rate apartments come with a 
“community preference” for fam-
ilies in Williamsburg, meaning 
smaller families from Bushwick 
and Bedford-Stuyvesant, which 
have a far higher percentage of 
Latinos and blacks, miss out.

“What is being built now is 
creating a more segregated and 
less inclusive Williamsburg,” 
said Juan Ramos, who lives on 
S. Third Street and is the chair 
of the Broadway Triangle Com-
munity Coalition. “Latinos and 
blacks who could desperately use 
housing cannot find it because of 
building projects like these.”

The Broadway Triangle Com-
munity Coalition filed suit against 
the city in 2009, alleging that it 

TRIANGLE OFFENSE

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Shred the gnar — at the bar.
Skateboarders who have been 

braving the cold, snow, and road 
salt to get in a few grinds now 
have the option of warming up 
for a night’s drinking with a 
skate session in the newly in-
stalled bowl inside Williams-
burg’s Black Bear Bar.

“We wanted to do something 
different and give skaters a warm 
place to skate in the winter,” bar 
manager Paul Tamburro said. “We 
wanted to have something unique 
in New York City.”

It’s free to drop in, but first, 
would-be thrashers have to prove 
they are 21 or older, sign a waiver, 
and answer questions showing 
they know how to skate. The 
bowl, five feet at its deepest, is 

dry, meaning no one is allowed to 
pump the corners after pounding a 
pilsner. Management encourages 
stunt-wood enthusiasts to stick 
around for a drink after skating, 
but it doesn’t always work out that 
way, Tamburro said.

“Every single day, there are 
still people there at 2 am who do 
not want to leave,” he said.

Since the bowl opened on Jan. 
15, it has averaged between 30 
and 50 skaters each day, accord-
ing to the bar.

The bar’s owner built the 
bowl with the help of the mar-
keting arms of Levi’s and Huf 
clothing.

The ramps that make up the 
bowl are crammed into a room 
and are smaller than the ones most 
skaters are used to, but that is 
part of the fun, a Levi’s spokes-

man said.
“It is pretty incredible what 

they made in such a small space,” 
Matt Sharkey said. “It is pretty 
challenging.”

One sponsored skater said the 
tightness gives the bowl a do-it-
yourself vibe.

“It gives you a backyard feel, 
instead of a super open, mellow 
kiddie bowl,” Alex Horn said.

Horn moved to Williamsburg 
from San Diego and had been sad 
that it is so hard to skate here dur-
ing the winter.

“This is amazing,” he said. 
“We need more of this kind of 
thing in Brooklyn.”

Skate bowl at Black Bear Bar 
[70 N. Sixth St. between Wythe 
and Kent avenues in Williams-
burg, (917) 538–8399]. Free. 
Daily, 3 pm–4 am.

OFF THE WALLS
Williamsburg bar gets skateboarding bowl

Kirk Kaiser from Park Slope goes vertical at Black Bear Bar’s new skate bowl.
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Activists: Halt racist construction at Broadway Triangle

awarded the Vito Lopez-run 
Ridgewood Bushwick Senior 
Citizens Council and the United 
Jewish Organizations two city-
owned sites for development with-
out putting it out a request for 
proposals, thus shutting out any 
other bidders. 

That suit is still working its 
way through the courts. 

The city did not return repeated 
calls and e-mails for comment. 

(Above) New housing in the 
Broadway Triangle, where 
housing activists, includ-
ing some ultra-Orthodox 
Jews, say Hasidic Jews have 
moved into nearly all the 
below-market-rate housing, 
blocking out Latinos and 
blacks. The rabble-rousers 
want the city to expand a 
court ruling barring con-
struction on city-owned 
properties in the area (left) 
to apply to new develop-
ments getting tax breaks 
for including so-called “af-
fordable” housing.
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They’re back on the blocks
Forest City reopens modular Navy Yard factory
By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

The Atlantic Yards mod squad is back 
in action.

Fifty-five of the 157 workers who helped 
construct the modular tower abutting Bar-
clays Center are back in action now that 
Forest City Ratner has re-opened its plant 
at the Brooklyn Navy Yard. The factory 
where the building blocks are made for 
the city’s first modular residential tower 
in the mega-development formerly known 
as Atlantic Yards was shuttered after a 
contract dispute between Forest City and 
the Swedish construction giant Skanska. 

But now, Forest City holds the reins, and 
the workers say they’re glad to be back.

“I was heartbroken when work stopped,” 
said Dominic Hackshaw, a carpentry fore-
man who started picking up side jobs when 
the factory work halted. “I’m 100 percent 
in on this thing. If you tell people I helped 
put up the first modular building in the 
area, that means something.”

An executive with Forest City said hir-
ing back the same workers — the com-
pany claims to be reaching out to the re-
maining scores — was an important way 
to ensure things get moving quickly.

“When the factory closed, work was 

going really well,” said Bob Sanna. “The 
workers had all developed the skill sets 
they needed.”

And not having to train a new work-
force would also speed things up, accord-
ing to the factory’s chief.

“It’s a lot better when people know 
what they’re supposed to be doing,” said 
Roger Krulak. “All these guys had been 
here long enough to know, and that gives 
us a huge leg up.”

The tower, named B2, is located at 
Flatbush Avenue and Dean Street. For-
est City says the building will top out at 
32 stories and contain 363 apartments, 

half of which will rent for below the mar-
ket rate. Construction of the building us-
ing modular technology was seen as a 
gamble when it broke ground in 2012. 
But the company insisted the technique 
would be fast and effective.

Last year, Skanska called those as-
sertions into question when it sued For-
est City in September for $50 million 

in cost overruns it attributes to design 
flaws. The company even claims in court 
documents that the completed building 
could leak at the joints where the mod-
ules come together.

Sanna said there is no problem with 
the Lego-like blueprints.

“We really feel that the technology 
works really well,” he said. “From a pro-

cess point of view, we’re doing it the same 
way we were before. None of the design or 
production methods has changed.”

And he believes modular construction is 
at the vanguard of urban construction.

“The entire construction industry is 
noticing that it’s time for a change in the 
construction process,” Sanna said. “Prefab 
is going to be a big part of that.”

The sprawling Navy Yard facility re-
sembles a factory where trailers are being 
made, with a que of B2 building blocks 
being worked on by different crews in 
various stages. It looks less like an as-
sembly line than a bunch of individual 
construction sites. Each floor of the com-
pleted structure will be made of around 
36 modules which are all made at the 
same time. Altogether, about 931 blocks 
will be needed.

The tower stands at 10 stories so far, 
and Forest City expects work to resume 
on the site in the coming weeks. But the 
next modules will not be hoisted into po-
sition until sometime in the late spring. 
Workers are toiling away at floors 11 and 
12 on the factory floor right now.

Even with all the hang-ups, Hackshaw 
said he never considered walking away 
from the modular venture.

“It’s bad karma to drop a job and go 
in another direction,” he said. “You just 
don’t do it.”

A module that will be part of the 12th floor of the first residential 
building in Atlantic Yards is being worked on in the Navy Yard — more 
than a mile away from the construction site. (Left) Dominic Hackshaw, 
a carpentry foreman. (Right) Roger Krulak runs the Navy Yard factory.
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By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

The state has agreed to dra-
matically reduce the number 
of former prisoners reporting 
to the new parole headquar-
ters in Gowanus as part of 
a court settlement with ac-
tivists who sought to block 
the project.

The settlement is a win 
for residents and business 
owners who organized un-
der the banner of the group 
Gowanus United and sued. 
They argued that an environ-
mental study hadn’t been done 
and that a zoning variance 
allowing for the new three-
story building at the Gowanus 
Canal end of Second Avenue 
to have fewer parking spaces 
than required should be over-
turned. The agreement man-
dates that the state limit pa-
rolees reporting to the new 
center to 2,000 for at least 
two years, and create a pro-
gram to spread the offices for 
the remaining 4,000 around 
the borough, according to a 
joint press release. 

A local business leader 
praised the agreement, say-
ing it is a neighbor-friendly 
compromise.

“This will help us as a com-
munity grow into what this 
facility needs to be in order 
to serve Brooklyn,” said Paul 
Basile, president of the Gow-
anus Alliance. “Rather than 
starting at full volume, the 
neighborhood and the facility 
can grow and adapt together 
and work on any issues that 
may arise, before there is a 
critical mass.”

Basile later clarified that 
he does not want to actually 
see the center “grow.”

The settlement also stipu-

Parole offi ce scales down
Activists curb Gowanus HQ with court settlement

lates that representatives of 
the Department of Correc-
tions meet regularly with area 
residents.

Fostering goodwill among 
locals is in line with the proj-
ect of reintegrating ex-offend-
ers into society, a parole hon-
cho said.

“The seamless transition 
of parolees to their home 
communities, as well as ef-
fective supervision plans de-
veloped by our parole offi-
cers, is best done when we 
have good community part-
ners who share our interest 
in assisting offenders in be-
coming good citizens and 
neighbors,” said Deputy 
Commissioner for Commu-

nity Supervision Tom Her-
zog in a statement. 

The department did not re-
lease any details about possi-
ble locations for satellite pa-
role offices.

We  first reported  plans for 
the new parole headquarters 
in July, but state officials and 
the Bloomberg administra-
tion signed off on the proj-
ect in secret in 2013. The new 
facility was supposed to re-
place the three parole offices 
Downtown. Upon learning of 
the move, neighbors and pols 
blasted the state for keeping 
it under wraps, and said they 
worried that former prison-
ers would bring crime to the 
area, which, though largely 

industrial, also includes some 
housing. Business leaders and 
the administrator of the local 
community board also argued 
that the office would erode 
industrial building-use pro-
tections.

Gowanus United coalesced 
out of  a series of packed com-
munity meetings , and sued 
in November. 

Basile praised representa-
tives of the corrections de-
partment for eventually com-
ing to the table.

“We sat down with them 
and they listened,” Basile 
said. “They showed a will-
ingness to talk about our con-
cerns and moving forward we 
hope it remains that way.”

The newly renovated building at 15 Second Ave. in Gowanus will hold the head-
quarters for Brooklyn’s parole office, but neighbors successfully fought for its 
operations to be dramatically scaled down.
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By Zach Williams
for The Brooklyn Paper

What’s Old Navy is new 
again.

The chain clothing store 
is opening up a location in 
the historic Offerman build-
ing on Fulton Mall. The shop 
is set to take up two stories 
on the right side of the re-
stored building, joining dis-
count chains TJ Maxx and 
Nordstrom Rack. 

The head of the brokerage 
that helped Old Navy parent 
company the Gap seal the 
deal wouldn’t say more about 
the store, but was willing to 
state the obvious: Down-
town real estate is white hot 
right now.

“Fulton Street is explod-
ing at the seams,” Inline Re-
alty president Michael Fried-
man said.

Built in 1890, the land-
marked structure at Duff-
ield Street housed Martin’s 
department store from 1924 
to 1979. 

Downtown tycoons Al and 
Jody Laboz, brothers, are fix-
ing up the place and turning 
the upper four floors into loft 
apartments, including a roof 
deck and a common atrium. 
The luxury digs will be  the 
first housing on Fulton, out-
side of a Long Island Univer-
sity dorm, in decades . 

Old Navy is the latest in a 
long  string   of   international  
 chains  to set up shop on the 
commercial strip since a 2004 
rezoning spurred a develop-
ment boom Downtown. The 
rezoning was pitched as a way 
to bring more office space to 
the area but new construction 
has largely been residential.

Old Navy coming 
to Fulton Mall

The Offerman building at 505 Fulton St. is getting 
an Old Navy in the space at the bottom right.
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By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

A dangerous three-way in-
tersection in Prospect Heights 
is getting a makeover that 
locals say will make it less 
deadly to pedestrians.

The troubled three-way 
junction of Atlantic, Wash-
ington, and Underhill ave-
nues at the border of Clin-
ton Hill where there were 
six crashes last year — in-
cluding one in which a pe-
destrian was injured — will 
get new pedestrian islands, 
crosswalks, turning restric-
tions and extended crossing 
times in a move leaders say 
is a no-brainer. 

“It’s hard to come out in op-
position to pedestrian safety,” 
said Robert Perris, Commu-
nity Board 2’s district man-
ager.

The city hopes the changes 
will help end conflicts be-
tween cars turning from 
Washington on to Atlantic 
and those crossing over At-
lantic from Washington onto 
Underhill.

The new tweaks come on 
the heels of Department of 
Transportation changes to 
Washington Avenue near 
Lowry Square, at the Pros-
pect Heights end of the in-
tersection, which were im-
plemented in 2011. 

Road honchos say those 
changes helped reduce 

Atlantic, Underhill, and Washington getting overhaul

Intersection intervention

crashes on the stretch of 
Washington between Lin-
coln Place and Dean Street 
by an average of 30 smash-
ups per year.

But Perris said pedestrian 
improvements are getting 
tough to balance with the re-
ality of an area traveled heav-
ily by motor vehicles.

“As the various changes 
accrue, it gets harder and 

harder to get around in a 
car,” he said.

Board 2 approved the plan 
with a vote of 32 to four and 
three abstentions, but also 
asked the city to consider 
further turning restrictions 
at nearby intersections. 

Board 8 approved the mea-
sures unanimously with re-
quests for bollards at one 
end of the intersection, the 

removal of some parking 
spaces to increase visibility, 
and the closing of Underhill 
to car traffic between Atlan-
tic and Pacific Street.

The city says turning re-
strictions will be implemented 
in the coming weeks on Wash-
ington headed towards Pros-
pect Heights, with the rest of 
the changes being made by 
the Spring.

The city says the intersection of Atlantic, Washington, and Underhill avenues is 
dangerous for pedestrians and has to change.
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At NYU Langone Brooklyn Heights Medical, located in the heart of downtown Brooklyn, our mission 
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where our patients are active participants in their own health.

We’re bringing together the comprehensive resources, technology, and expertise of NYU Langone with 

the physicians you’ve come to know in your neighborhood.
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are protected by the New 
York State Human Rights Law.  
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HIV status is against the law.  
Take action. Contact the New 
York State Division of Human 
Rights. 1-888-392-3644 
or WWW.DHR.NY.GOV.

This advertisement is funded by the New York State Department of Health, AIDS institute.

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

A treacherous trio tied 
up the employee of a Myr-
tle Avenue cellphone store 
on Jan. 14, Tasered him, and 
stole cash and some of the 
man’s personal items, offi-
cers said.

The worker said he was in 
the store between Washing-
ton Avenue and Hall Street at 
4 pm when the bandits came 
in wearing ski masks. One 
pointed a gun at the clerk, or-
dered him into the back room, 
and tied his hands and legs 
with zip-ties, according to a 
police report.

Then the villain zapped 
the unlucky sap and took his 
credit card, keys, and cell-
phone, the authorities said. 
The goons also snagged 
$7,000 in cash from the store, 
police said.

Lowdown
A deadbeat grabbed an el-

derly woman by her scarf on 
S. Elliott Place on Jan. 12 and 
robbed her, police said.

The 73-year-old woman 
said she was headed towards 
DeKalb Avenue from Lafay-
ette Avenue at 9:40 am when 
the degenerate came up from 
behind and gripped her by 
the scarf.

“Give me your money or 
I will shoot you,” he suppos-
edly said as he started rifling 
through her purse, according 

to a police report.
The scoundrel found $3 

and tried to take the wom-
an’s cellphone but she was 
able to snatch it back, and he 
scrammed, cops said.

Teamwork
A pair of violent crooks 

mugged a man on the corner 
of Gates Avenue and Saint 
James Place on Jan. 13, the 
authorities said.

The victim said he was 
coming home from his 
friend’s house at 1 am when 
the two toughs came up and 
grabbed him. One held him 
from behind, forced him to 
the ground, kicked him in the 
face, and said if he moved 
he would be shot, officers 
said.

The other brute went 
through the victim’s pockets 
and removed a cellphone, a 
pair of headphones, a Met-
roCard, and some cash, then 
the duo fled on Saint James 
Place, turning on Greene Av-
enue towards Grand Avenue, 
police reported.

Head-wound
Police arrested a man and a 

woman who they say attacked 
a guy and stole his money on 
Greene Avenue shortly before 
midnight on Jan. 15, accord-
ing to the authorities.

The victim said he was 
near Saint James Place at 
11:55 pm when the female 
suspect took $20 out of his 

pocket, and when he tried to 
get it back the guy told him, 
“Get the f--- out of here be-
fore we f--- you up.”

The victim tried again to 
get his money back and the 
pair attacked, hitting him in 
the face and body and stab-
bing him in the head with an 
unknown object, according 
to a police report.

Emergency responders 
took the victim to Brooklyn 
Hospital Center for treatment, 
the report says. Cops found 
the suspects at 2:30 the next 
morning in a building on Clif-
ton Place between Saint James 
Place and Grand Avenue.

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Shovel trouble
Someone snatched a work-

er’s wallet from inside an At-
lantic Avenue store while she 
shoveled snow out front on 
Jan. 6, cops said.

The employee told police 
she was shoveling the side-
walk between Hicks and 
Henry streets at 10:30 am 
when the crook crept into the 
store and grabbed her wallet, 
which contained a debit and 
a credit card.

So cold
Police arrested one man 

and are looking for two more 
who they say stole three jack-

Goons tie up store clerk, zap him with Taser
 POLICE BLOTTER

Find more online every Wednesday at
BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

ets from a Front Street store 
on Jan. 5.

Workers at the store be-
tween Washington and 
Main streets said the three 
men came in at 11:20 am and 
while one of the guys was 
asking the clerk questions 
the other two started steal-
ing the coats.

The two guys left with 
three coats that the store val-
ues at $2,220.04, according 
to a police report. Police ar-
rived while the third suspect 
was still in the store and ar-
rested him, the authorities 
said. Officers found a stolen 
cellphone and a razor blade 
on him, cops said.

Coat of taint
A couple of smooth crim-

inals stole five coats from a 
Fulton Street clothing store 
Jan. 8, NYPD officials 
said.

Workers at the store be-
tween Boerum Place and 
Pearl Street said the pair came 
in at 5:10 pm and started grab-
bing jackets off of the cloth-
ing rack. They took off run-
ning on Fulton towards Court 
Street, cops said.

The store values the out-
erwear at $1,100, according 
to a police report.

Purse push
A degenerate snatched a 

woman’s purse as she left a 
Livingston Street donut shop 
on Jan. 4, cops said.

The woman said she was 
leaving the store between 
Bond and Nevins streets at 
7:30 pm and was putting her 
money back in her purse when 
the quick crook took the bag. 
Haul in hand, he shoved her 
into a bus-stop sign and took 
off running, police said.

The bag contained $24 in 
cash, a health insurance card, 
and some keys, according to 
a report.

Checks chucked
Police are looking for a 

woman who they say tried 
to cash $45,580.13 worth of 
checks from a Livingston 
Street law firm on Jan. 5.

An employee of the firm 
between Court Street and 
Boerum Place said a check-
cashing store contacted them 
and said a woman came in at 
12:18 pm and attempted to 
cash three checks from the 
firm with a fraudulent letter 
of authorization, also from 
the firm.

The check-cashing store 
refused to honor the checks, 
notified the law firm, and 
passed along the name and 
Social Security number of 
the suspect, cops said.

Nightmare nurse
A nurse stole an elderly 

man’s cash and bank cards 
while he was receiving medi-
cal tests at a Sixth Street hos-
pital on Jan. 6 or 7, accord-
ing to the authorities.

The 76-year-old victim 
said he traveled from his 
Dean Street nursing home at 
10 am on Jan. 6 with a nurse 
to receive tests at the hospital 
between Seventh and Eighth 
avenues.

He gave the nurse his wal-
let when he went for testing 
and when he got it back at 3 
am the next day $600 in cash 
and three bank cards were 
gone, cops said.

Sick robbery
A degenerate exposed him-

self to a 62-year-old woman in 
the elevator of a Nassau Street 
building on Jan. 7 — then 
stole her bag, cops said.

The victim said she was 
in the elevator of the build-
ing between Navy and Gold 
streets at 12:05 pm when the 
creep entered and exposed 
himself. The elevator stopped 
at the 14th floor and the sicko 
snatched her bag and ran to-
wards the stairwell, officers 
said.

The woman was not hurt, 
but her bag contained $30 in 
cash and a bank card, police 
reported.

Cab grab
A hack made off with his 

fare’s luggage after giving 
him a ride from LaGuardia 
Airport to Flatbush Avenue 
Extension on Jan. 5, accord-
ing to police.

The passenger said the cab-
bie picked him up at 6:30 pm 
and drove him to Flatbush be-
tween Fleet Street and DeKalb 
Avenue. When he went to go 
retrieve his suitcase the driver 
took off, cops said.

The bag contained $500 
in cash, 44 prescription pills, 
a Bible, and some electron-
ics, law enforcement officials 
reported. The victim thinks 
the driver took off on pur-
pose, according to a police 
report.

— Matthew Perlman

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Gun robs
Gunmen held up two de-

livery men this week, offi-
cers said, though they didn’t 
know whether the crimes 
were connected. Here’s what 
went down:

• Two fiends robbed a de-
livery guy as he brought food 
to a residence on Mill Street 
in Red Hook on Jan. 17, cops 
said.

The victim was making his 
drop-off near Henry Street 
at 10:27 pm when the pair 
of perpetrators approached, 
one flashed a silver hand-
gun, and they both pushed 
him to the ground and de-
manded all his cash, a report 
says. The worker forked over 
$40, but that was not enough 
for his tormentors, so one ri-

fled through his pocket and 
swiped his cellphone, accord-
ing to a report.

One told the victim he had 
five seconds to leave, and as 
he walked away, the ruffians 
fled on Henry Street toward 
Centre Mall, cops said.

• A dastardly duo, also 
armed with a silver hand-
gun, stuck up another de-
livery guy on Hicks Street 
on Jan 12, a report says.

The worker was carrying 
food to a residence near Cen-
tre Mall at 9:30 pm when the 
crooks came up, one flash-
ing the pistol, and stole $65 
in cash and the $35 food or-
der, according to the author-
ities.

Push it
Cops arrested two teen-

agers on Jan. 15 in connec-
tion with a robbery earlier 
that night on Henry Street, 
according to an NYPD ac-
count.

The victim said she was 
near at Warren Street when 
someone pushed her to the 
ground and swiped her iP-
hone.

Officers took the victim 
for a ride and she pointed out 
the two suspects at a nearby 
eatery on Atlantic Avenue at 
Hicks Street, cops said.

Police collared a 19-year-
old from Brownsville and a 
16-year-old from East Flat-
bush and charged them with 
the robbery, according to a 
report.

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Break-in news
A burglar swiped a pock-

etbook from the entrance to 
a Fourth Avenue residence 
on Jan. 5, cops said.

The victim left her purse in 
the entryway to her apartment 
between Sackett and Degraw 
streets and went for a three-
hour stroll from 9 am to noon, 
according to a report.

When she returned she 
found the door open and the 
bag and its contents — in-
cluding her $350 iPad Mini 
and driver’s license — van-
ished, a report says. Upon fur-
ther inspection she found the 
door had a faulty lock, po-
lice said.

Don’t be a tool
A raider ransacked a 

Fourth Avenue construc-
tion site sometime between 
Jan. 3 and 5, making off with 
thousands of dollars worth 
of tools, according to a re-
port.

Police said sometime be-
tween 4:30 pm on Jan. 3 and 
7:15 am on Jan. 5 the prowler 
crept into the building be-
tween Sackett and Degraw 
streets and accessed the third-
floor site through a faulty door 
and an unlocked floor hatch 
leading to the basement.

The bandit stole an as-
sortment of drills and other 
tools worth nearly $5,000, 
cops said.

Uneasy chair
A Park Slope teen tossed a 

chair at a woman in a Ninth 

Street apartment on Jan. 6, ac-
cording to the authorities.

An altercation at the 
16-year-old’s residence be-
tween Fourth and Fifth ave-
nues turned violent when he 
hucked the furniture into her 
stomach, cops said.

The teen then fled, leav-
ing his victim uninjured, a 
report says. 

Sticky fingers
A sneak swiped a woman’s 

purse from a barbecue joint 
on Union Street on Jan. 10, 
according to police.

The woman was at the 
eatery between Third and 
Fourth avenues around mid-
night when she got up to pay 
her bill, leaving her purse on 
the back of her chair, a re-
port says.

When she returned, she 
found the thief had absconded 
with the bag. The purse, worth 
$30, contained a $300 Pana-
sonic camera, $100 worth of 
makeup, and a pair of $20 
headphones, cops said.

— Noah Hurowitz

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–

Dyker Heights

Granny conned
A pair of good-for-noth-

ings scammed a little, old 
lady on Gelston Avenue out 
of $3,770 on Jan. 16, police 
said.

One crook knocked on the 
door to her apartment be-
tween 88th and 90th streets 
in Bay Ridge at 3 pm, saying 
he was from the water com-
pany and needed to come into 
her home, per officers.

While the first goon dis-
tracted the 90-year-old 
woman, his partner snuck 
in and took silver certifi-
cates, collectors’ items, and 
$3,020 in cash, a police re-
port says.

Door-buster
A ne’er-do-well busted the 

lock on a 95th Street apart-
ment and stole $15,900 in 
swag on Jan. 12, cops said.

The burglar broke into the 
apartment between Third and 
Fourth avenues in Bay Ridge 
sometime between 8:30 am 
and 8:30 pm, removing jew-
elry, blank checks, and $7,400 
in cash, police said.

Pack of punks
Police arrested one per-

son who they say was part 
of a group that stole a man’s 
phone at knifepoint on Fifth 
Avenue in the minutes be-
tween Jan. 17 and 18.

A pack of punks chased 
the man near 67th Street in 
Bay Ridge between 11:55 pm 
and 12:01 am, officers said. 
He fell to the ground, and one 
member of the gang flashed 
a blade and took the man’s 
cellphone, cops allege.

— Max Jaeger

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Don’t McCarren 
A pair of marauders at-

tacked and robbed a man in 
McCarren Park on Jan. 12, 
cops said.

The victim said he was 
walking through the park at 
8:56 pm when two guys wear-
ing hoodies and black scarves 
over their faces came up be-
hind him.

One of the toughs told the 
victim to hand over his stuff 
and the other guy threw him 
to the ground, officers said. 
The victim handed over his 
cash, cellphone, wallet, debit 
card, and MetroCard, and the 
robbers fled, according to the 
authorities.

Tough job
Two fiends attacked and 

robbed a construction worker 
of his and his coworkers’ sal-
ary on N. Ninth Street on Jan. 
16, law enforcement officials 
said.

The victim said that his 
boss handed him an envelope 
with $1,500 in it at their place 
of work near Berry Street at 
11:30 am. 

He went into a tool stor-
age room, took his pay from 
the envelope, and went up the 
stairs to distribute the rest to 
his coworkers.

Before he could reach the 
top of the flight of stairs, a 
man wearing a red hooded 
sweatshirt and black jeans 
stopped him and bear-
hugged him from behind, 
cops said. 

The victim struggled and 
the two of them fell down the 
stairs, at which point another 
brute showed up with a gun, 
police reported.

“Give me the money or I 
will blow your f------ head 
off,” the gunman allegedly 
said.

The victim gave up the 
fight and the robbers grabbed 
the money and scrammed, ac-
cording to the authorities.

Park it
A pair of tough guys threat-

ened a man in McCarren Park 
on Jan. 16 and tried to steal 
his property, cops said.

The victim said he was in 
the park at 12:30 am when the 
two goons wearing ski-masks 
approached, one pointed at 
him and said he would kill 
him if he didn’t give him all 
of his stuff, and he fled.

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Bushwick

Shoot and run
A desperado walked up to 

a guy sitting in a car on S. 
Third Street on Jan. 12 and 
shot him, officers said.

The victim said that he was 
sitting in the passenger seat 
of a vehicle between Keap 
and Hooper streets at 7:23 
am when a fiend whom he 
did not know walked up to 
the car and blasted him in 
the ribs.

Emergency medical per-
sonnel brought the victim to 
Bellevue Hospital Center in 
stable condition, according to 
law enforcement officials.

Customer served
A frequent Driggs Avenue 

bodega customer robbed the 
store at knifepoint on Jan. 14, 
cops sad.

The clerk at the store be-
tween N. Second and N. Third 
streets said that the problem 
customer came in at 1 pm and 
he tried to kick him out, but 
the fiend whipped out a 12-
inch blade and jumped be-
hind the counter. 

The maniac pushed the 
worker into the corner and 
brandished the weapon over 
his head, then grabbed a hand-
ful of cash from the register 
and scrammed, police said.

Gone truckin’
A sneaky so-and-so broke 

into a man’s parked work 
truck on Graham Avenue on 
Jan. 16 and stole a bag full of 
money, officers said.

The victim said that he left 
his car between Montrose Av-
enue and Meserole Street at 
12:50 pm while he was mak-
ing a sale.

When he came out, a wit-
ness told him that someone 
had been inside of his truck. 
The victim inspected the ve-
hicle and found that the front 
passenger-side lock was 
busted and the scoundrel had 
stolen a bag that contained 
$1,600 in cash and a handful 
of personal property, accord-
ing to NYPD officials.

Deep Division
A pair of punks harassed 

and tried to rob a guy as he 
was on his way home from 
his Division Street synagogue 
on Jan. 16, cops said.

The 57-year-old man said 
that he was between Rodney 
Street and Marcy Avenue at 
11:55 pm when the couple 
started following him and 
harassing him.

“Don’t move. Give me your 
money. I have a gun,” one 
goon supposedly growled 
with her right hand shoved 
into her pocket to look like 
a gun.

“Money, money, money,” 
the other supposedly kept re-
peating.

The victim told the cou-
ple that he had no money, and 
they let him go and walked 
away, officers said.

Home invasion
A trio of ruffians attacked 

a man in his S. Second Street 
apartment building on Jan. 
18, pistol-whipping him and 
stealing his stuff, law enforce-
ment officials said.

The 33-year-old victim 
said that he was walking to his 
building between Hooper and 
Hewes streets at 10 pm when 
he was accosted by three guys 
in hooded sweatshirts.

One of the toughs had a 
gun and hit the victim in his 
face with it, then the punks 
then grabbed his phone, wal-
let, driver’s license, credit 
card, debit card, and $100 
in cash, and ran off, offi-
cers said.

Running man
An agile thief broke into 

a man’s Montrose Avenue 
apartment on Jan. 17 while 
he was out for a run, police 
said.

The 24-year-old victim 
said that he left his apartment 
between Bushwick Avenue 
and Bushwick Place at 3 pm 
to go for a run. When he re-
turned at 5 pm that afternoon, 
he found his laptop, laptop 
charger, Canon camera, and 
Canon camera lens all taken, 
according to a report.

There was no sign of forced 
entry into his apartment, and 
there are no cameras in the 
vicinity, per the NYPD.

— Danielle Furfaro
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HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....

HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer 

Directed Personal Assistance Program 
allows individuals 

more control over their caregiver services
by permitting you to choose your 

own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors

No Certificate Needed
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. Share your 
ideas for 
improving your 
playground:

TEN EYCK PLAYGROUND

PS 196, 207 Bushwick Ave. 
Brooklyn, NY 11206
January 28, 2015, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.

STOCKTON PLAYGROUND

PS 297, 700 Park Ave. 
Brooklyn, NY 11206
January 29, 2015, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.

The Community Parks Initiative is investing in 
neighborhood parks that need it most. NYC 
Parks will rebuild parks, upgrade playgrounds, 
improve green spaces and more. To learn 
more or get involved, contact Emily Sherrod at 
emily.sherrod@parks.nyc.gov or 718.965.8907 
(for Ten Eyck Playground), or Claudette Ramos  
at claudette.ramos@parks.nyc.gov (for 
Stockton Playground).

Unable to attend the meeting but still want 
to provide input? Visit nyc.gov/parks/cpi and 
share your ideas by filling out an online form.

www.nyc.gov/parks

By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

One man died and 18 peo-
ple were injured, four of them 
seriously, when flames tore 
through an apartment building 
on Flatbush Avenue in Pros-
pect Heights, according to a 
Fire Department spokes-
man. 

Relatives of the man, who 
they identified as 46-year-old 
Bassam Awad, told reporters 
at the scene that Awad jumped 
from his fourth-floor apart-
ment to escape the flames.

Firefighters responded to 
a 911 call reporting a fire at 
the building between Saint 
Marks and Sixth avenues at 
3:28 am on Jan. 21 and found 
the inferno engulfing the four-
story building, the FDNY 
spokesman said. One hundred 
ninety-eight firefighters bat-
tled the blaze and didn’t get 
it under control until around 
8:30 am, he said.

Responders found Awad 
unresponsive in the rear of 
the building, and declared him 
dead at the scene, according 
to a police account.

The injured were brought 
to area hospitals including 
Brooklyn Hospital Center, 
New York Methodist Hospi-
tal, and Kings County Hos-

Deadly fi re in P’Heights
One dead, 18 injured in early morning Flatbush blaze

pital Center, the Fire Depart-
ment spokesman said. 

The building was severely 
damaged, and appeared gut-
ted by fire from top to bottom 
on Wednesday morning, but 
buildings next door were left 
relatively unscathed.

“We got definitely got 
very lucky,” said Justin Ea-
gle, a manager at Morgan’s 
Barbecue, an adjacent busi-
ness that only suffered mi-
nor water damage. “They 
did an amazing job contain-
ing the fire.”

The fire was caused by one 
of the ground-floor Flatbush 
Hardware Company’s neon 
signs, according to the official 
FDNY Twitter account.

Eagle said the beginning 
of the conflagration was cap-
tured on surveillance foot-
age, and that it started with 
a blast.

“The fire starts at about 
3:26 and it went up pretty 
fast,” he said. “There was 
definitely some sort of small 
explosion and there were 
constant flashes and debris 
shooting out.”

The building included 
three residential floors above 
the hardware store.

— with Paul Martinka

Firefighters survey the damage at 265 Flatbush 
Ave., where a fire gutted the building and left a 
46-year-old dead.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
Pa

ul
 M

ar
ti

nk
a

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Police arrested a Bushwick 
man who allegedly had a used  
rocket launcher in his Knicker-
bocker Avenue apartment. 

Working off a tip, cops 
got a warrant to search the 
apartment between Covert 
and Shaefer streets, where 
they found the spent launcher, 
along with drug paraphernalia, 
according to NYPD spokes-
woman Sophia Mason. 

The rocket launcher was a 
one-time use instrument and 
had already been used, said 
Mason.  

 The 83rd Precinct’s Twit-
ter feed referred  to the rocket 

Rocket launcher in Bushwick

launcher as a weapon of mass 
destruction, but several Twit-
ter users scoffed at that, in-
cluding a user named Crypto 
Cuttlefish, who  said  “a dispos-
able rocket launcher without 
the rocket is just a tube that 
you can buy from Army sur-
plus shop.”

Most Army-Navy surplus 

stores in Brooklyn do not sell 
such instrument, said Ed Vene-
ziano, owner of Cato’s Army 
Navy on Manhattan Avenue 
in Greenpoint. 

“I do not sell that, and none 
of the vendors I work with sell 
anything remotely like that,” 
said Veneziano. 

Still, Veneziano said it 

might be possible to find such 
an object at Army-Navy stores 
in other states. 

“Try Texas,” he said. “If 
you can buy it, you can buy 
it in Texas.”

So we called some Texas 
Army-Navy stores to check.

“Those are very, very hard 
to find,” said Case Smienof the 
City Surplus Army Navy Store 
in Killeen, Texas. “If we did 
sell one, we would assume it 
was no longer functional, like 
the old grenades we sell.”

Police charged the 41-year-
old man with criminal posses-
sion of a weapon and criminal 
possession of drug parapher-
nalia.  

Police found a used rocket launcher on Friday.
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•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

Homemade street signs 
on a section of Tompkins 
Avenue in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant where two officers 
were assassinated will stay 
up while the city works to 
officially co-name streets 
for the duo elsewhere in 
the city.

Declaring the street 
“Fallen Officers Way” 
and emblazoned with a 
Police Department shield 
and a symbolic blue line, 
the official-looking street 

signs appeared at the in-
tersection where gunman 
Ismaaiyl Brinsley, 28, am-
bushed and murdered offi-
cers Wenjian Liu and Ra-
fael Ramos before running 
off and killing himself in a 
nearby subway station.

The sign refers Liu and 
Ramos as detectives, ac-
knowledging the posthu-
mous promotions the fallen 
cops received from the Po-
lice Department.

The city says it has no 
plans to take down the 
signs right now despite 
the fact that it is illegal 

Signs honoring offi cers will stay for now

NOW ACCEPTING 
APPLICATIONS!!!

Lefferts Gardens Charter School (LGCS) is now accepting 
applications for the upcoming school year 2014-2015.  

LGCS is a free public charter school serving grades K-5.  
We are located at 601 Parkside Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11226. 

We are co-located with PS 92 and our main office is room 315.

Our Mission is to utilize an environmental science program to 
develop academically motivated and civic-minded students 
to succeed in competitive high school and college programs. 
Environmental Science lies at the core of LGCS’s academic 
program. The natural world — and its opportunities for inquiry 
— provides the centerpiece for the LGCS curriculum.

To apply: go to http://leffertsgardens.org 
click on the Admissions tab and choose:  

2015-2016 New Student Application.

Application deadline April 1, 2015. 
Applications received after the deadline will be 

 added to the waitlist

OPEN HOUSE
Daytime Sessions @ 9am Evening Sessions @ 6pm
January 22, 2015 January 30, 2015

February 5, 2015 February 26, 2015

March 12, 2015 March 19, 2015

LEFFERTS GARDENS CHARTER SCHOOL
601 PARKSIDE AVENUE, BROOKLYN, NY 11226

718-284-1480 ext. 101
www.leffertsgardens.org

Lefferts Gardens Charter 
School utilizes an environ-
mental science program to de-
velop academically motivated 
and civic-minded students to 
succeed in competitive high 
schools and colleges.  To com-
plete our mission, we have de-
veloped a learning community 
where:

the potential to develop the so-
cial, emotional, and academic 
skills to excel in the class-
room.

hands-on science activities 
while visiting partners like the 

Brooklyn Botanical Gardens, 
Prospect Park, and Construc-

-
ports are implemented to en-
sure the healthy growth of 
each child.

targets aligned to the Common 
Core Learning Standards so 
that we ensure college readi-
ness.

partners in their children’s ed-
ucation.

-

year, our children earned:

ranking in New York State on 

the New York City Department 
of Education for Progress and 

into the top 3% of all schools 
for mathematics in New York 
State.

Join us for the upcoming 
2015-2016 school year to ensure 
that your children are part of 
the growing excellence of Lef-
ferts Gardens Charter School.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Lefferts Gardens Charter School 
stresses positive interactions between 

students and cooperative small-
group learning

An illegal street sign at the intersection of Myrtle and Tompkins avenues in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant honors detectives Rafael Ramos and Wenjian Liu.
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Unoffi cial tribute

By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

The commish is sticking 
to his guns.

The city’s top cop rein-
forced his support for so-
called broken-windows 
policing in the wake of a 
police work slowdown, dur-
ing which beat cops drasti-
cally reduced the number of 
tickets and minor arrests.

Police Commissioner Bill 
Bratton defended his signa-
ture policy of aggressive po-
licing of minor offenses at 
a Downtown event hosted 
by the Brooklyn Chamber 
of Commerce on Jan. 15 at 
MetroTech, saying that most 
“quality of life” arrests are 
the result of neighbor com-
plaints.

“The vast majority of 
quality-of-life enforce-
ment is at your request,” 
Bratton said.

In the wake of the mur-
der of two officers in Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant in Decem-
ber, Bratton was caught 
between Mayor DeBlasio 
and police union leaders, 
who accused the mayor of 
helping to foment an envi-
ronment of anger and vio-
lence toward cops. Police 
at funerals for two mur-
dered officers turned their 
backs on the mayor in pro-
test, and beat cops all but 

Bratton defends broken-windows
In Brooklyn, top cop says low-level enforcement will stay a priority

stopped enforcement for mi-
nor offenses, according to 
police data.

The slowdown appears to 
be over, and last Thursday 
Bratton said that summons 
numbers were back to just 10 
percent below what he called 
normal levels. The city may 
not have fallen apart during 
the period in which police 
refused to enforce quality-

of-life laws, but the commis-
sioner reaffirmed his belief 
in the power of broken-win-
dows policing.

“Quality-of-life enforce-
ment is what saved this city 
back in the ’90s,” said Brat-
ton. “It is every bit as im-
portant to us as violent 
crime.”

Bratton made his name 
in the early 1990s tackling 

subway crime as head of the 
transit police under Mayor 
Dinkins, and then driving 
down lawlessness city-
wide as Mayor Giuliani’s 
first police commissioner, 
by clamping down on petty 
offenses along with major 
crimes. Back in power un-
der Mayor DeBlasio, Bratton 
returned to the same tactics, 
notably cracking down on 

subway dancers and sellers 
of untaxed cigarettes.

Critics say broken-win-
dows policing dispropor-
tionately targets commu-
nities of color and strain 
relationships with police.

The policy came under 
sharp criticism during the 
weeks of protests that fol-
lowed the announcement 
that an officer who killed 
Eric Garner on Staten Is-
land — as officers said they 
were trying to stop him on 
suspicion of selling loose 
cigarettes — would avoid 
charges. But Bratton said 
that with a more nuanced en-
forcement and a better pub-
lic understanding of the pol-
icy, he believes the police 
can strengthen relations with 
the community.

“People want us to pay 
attention to the things that 
affect their neighborhoods, 
their streets, their parks, and 
their schools” he said. “We 
will go where we are asked 
to go, and we will deal with 
the incidents we are asked to 
deal with, but we will try to 
the best of our ability to do it 
in partnership, and in ways 
that solve problems rather 
than create them.”

Bratton received a stand-
ing ovation from the Cham-
ber crowd following his 
speech.

for anyone but the Depart-
ment of Transportation to 
install traffic signs on city 
streets.

“The signs remain in 
place as we attempt to ad-
vise the person who installed 
them on the process to seek 
a co-naming and make sure 
they’re aware the city is 
designating two streets in 
honor of our fallen officers 
in their respective commu-
nities,” a spokesman said in 
an e-mail.

Mayor DeBlasio an-
nounced in December 
that the Council will in-
troduce legislation desig-
nating Ridgewood Avenue 
between Shepherd Avenue 
and Highland Place in Cy-
press Hills “Detective Ra-
fael Ramos Way.” The bill 
also proposes co-naming W. 
Sixth Street, between Ave-
nue S and Avenue T in Gra-
vesend, “Detective Wenjian 
Liu Way.”

“Our fallen heroes will 
never be forgotten. Their 
memory lives on in their 
families, and in the NYPD 
family,” DeBlasio said in a 
Dec. 31 press release. “And 
now it will live on in the 
streets of the communities 
these brave men lived in and 
protected. This is an expres-
sion of our pride in each of 
these men, and our sadness 
at their loss.”

By Zach Williams
for The Brooklyn Paper

Protesters rallied outside 
Borough Hall on Tuesday 
evening to decry what they 
say is insufficient support of 
the police.

Recent pro-police-reform 
protests have divided New 
Yorkers, endangered police 
officers, and sowed disorder, 
demonstrators said at the Sup-
port Your Local Police event, 
which followed a similar one 
last week in Queens. Fewer 
than 50 people showed, but 
the tens of thousands who 
marched to protest the kill-

ing of Gowanus native Eric 
Garner and subsequent lack 
of consequences for the of-
ficers involved do not reflect 
the opinions of the city’s 8 
million residents, organiz-
ers claimed.

“[The majority] don’t want 
to hear about anything else 
other than their undying sup-
port for the officers who they 
count on for their public safety 
here in the streets of the city 
of New York everyday,” said 
Joseph Concannon, a retired 
NYPD captain who heads the 
Square Deal Committee, which 
organized the rally.

Boro Hall protest: We love NYPD
stopped him on suspicion of 
selling untaxed cigarettes, and 
in a confrontation caught on 
video, Garner demanded that 
they leave him alone.

Some who attended the rally 
said there is common ground 
between those who criticize po-
lice actions and those who are 
singing the NYPD’s praises.

“Like everyone else, [I’m] 
torn between both sides of the 
issue, but I don’t think that ev-
eryone should be vilified by the 
acts of a few people under any 
circumstances,” said Evelyn, a 
Brooklyn Heights resident who 
only gave her first name.

The demonstrators’ message was simple.
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As he spoke, some-
one nearby chanted “I can’t 
breathe,” echoing Garner’s 

dying words as an officer 
choked him and others piled 
onto him. The cops said they 

NYPD Commissioner Bill Bratton is not backing down from pushing the polic-
ing of minor offenses despite the fallout surrounding the death of Eric Garner.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
E

liz
ab

et
h 

G
ra

ha
m



The Brooklyn Paper’s essential guide to the Borough of Kings January 23–29, 2015(718) 260–2500

Paper cuts

Call it rumble in the box.  
Williamsburg theater Standard ToyKraft will 

transform into a life-size, low-budget Rock ’Em 
Sock ’Em Robots arena on Jan. 30 for its fourth 
Cardboard Robot Battle. The event sees wan-
nabe warriors don homemade bot costumes and 
awkwardly battle it out in the ring, and has be-
come one of the most popular ongoing events 
at the theater, an organizer said.

“We thought it might be a silly idea that some-
one might enjoy checking out, but for our first 
one, the theater was filled beyond capacity,” said 
Daniel Patrick Fay, artistic director of Standard 
ToyKraft. “They are funny, and everyone likes 
a little carnage and violence.”

Fay recruits about nine players to slug it out 
at each skirmish. Contestants must construct 
their robots out of nothing but cardboard, pack-
ing tape, and paint. They then engage in a brawl 
where the goal is to reveal the human beneath 
your opponent’s robot shell.  

Fay said he came up for the idea for the event 
a couple of years ago during a workshop for a 
puppet show, during which he and some other 
puppeters experimented with placing cardboard 
shapes around the stage. He suggested that it 
would be fun to have fights with the shapes, and 
the idea eventually evolved to making cardboard 
robots for battle. Puppeteers still comprise the 
majority of the competitors, but Fay said the 
battle is open to anyone. 

The robots are divided into weight divisions 
like heavyweight or lightweight, though Fay said 
he assigns the categories according to experience 
level as well as the weight of the robot. Each war-
rior is allowed to have a one-person “pit crew,” 
who can help them reinforce their tape between 
rounds, but cannot add new parts.

For extra spectacle, the organizers build a 
real ring to accommodate the fights and there is 
room for a screaming crowd outside the ropes, 
Fay said. 

“It is kind of like a ridiculous Roman coli-
seum,” he said. 

Cardboard Robot Battle at Standard ToyKraft 
(722 Metropolitan Ave., third floor, between 
Manhattan and Graham avenues in Williams-
burg, www.standardtoykraft.org). Jan. 30 at 8 
pm. $13–$15. — Danielle Furfaro

R O B O T S

You’re a blizzard, Harry!
A coven of Harry Potter fans will converge 

on Prospect Park’s LeFrak Center to ice-skate 
in costume on Jan. 25. The event is organized 
by a 1,700-strong Meetup group known as the 
Group That Shall Not Be Named, which has 
moved its annual attired ice-capade from the 
distant island of Manhattan to Brooklyn’s back-
yard this year because of popular demand, ac-
cording to an organizer.

“We have a lot of members in Brooklyn and 
they’re always complaining that we don’t do 
more events here,” said Deanna Georges, an 
assistant organizer. “Plus it’s new, pretty, and 
wonderful.”

The event is open to all — even Slytherins — 
and whether you take the call for costumes Sirius-
ly or think dressing up is a bunch of Hogwarts, 
Georges said the important thing is to come and 
meet other Potter-heads and have some fun.

“There’s a sense of magic, fun, and play you 
can’t find anywhere else,” she said. “The group 
has really become a social circle of friendship 
and magic.”

Georges did add that costumes help Snape 
things even more fun — if only for the reaction 
it gets out of nearby muggles.

“It’s really cool to see a bunch of Hogwarts 
students skating around in robes,” she said. “Peo-
ple love it. Though a lot of the kids just think 
we’re all Harry Potter.”

Harry Potter costumed ice skate at LeFrak Cen-
ter at Lakeside (South end of Prospect Park, www.
meetup.com/tgtsnbn). Jan. 25 at 2 pm. $8 admis-
sion, $6 skate rentals. — Matthew Perlman

Potter on ice
FA N D O M

 Palm
 Tarrot
 Crystal
 Readings

Call for appointment or just stop by at 
578 Fifth Avenue, Park Slope

929–726–7921
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GABRIELA

Get 
The Answers 

You Need 
Today!

By Ruth ‘Strewth’ Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

K ing oath! Jan. 26 is Australia Day, 
when many Australian citizens both 
at home and abroad celebrate the day 

227 years ago when their colonial forbears 
dumped a bunch of prisoners on an island 
and proceeded to systematically slaughter 
and dispossess the people who had been 
living there for the past 60,000 years.

Not content with conquering one coun-
try, Aussies are now quietly invading a new 
land: Brooklyn. Over the past decade, the 
borough’s Antipodean population has ex-
ploded, with waves of young immigrants 
forming ethnic enclaves in Williamsburg 
and Cobble Hill, where they have opened 
a range of businesses such as cafes, bars, 
and cafes.

To help you navigate this brave new world 
of  babyccinos  and $7 avocado toast, I — 
The Brooklyn Paper’s resident Australian 
— have put together a guide to Australian 
things in the borough of Kings. 

Deadset, you seppos, these places are 
bloody ridgy-didge. So get your arse into 
gear, ya drongo, and give them a burl. I’ll 
see ya round like a rissole.

Northern Territory
Gentrified Greenpoint is about as far from 

the real Northern Territory (where giant croc-
odile and unidentified flying object sight-
ings are common, but craft beer and arti-
sinal cocktail sightings are not) as you can 
get, but this rooftop bar serves up authentic 
Aussie pub food and beers (though sadly not 
the Territory’s beloved NT Draught, which 
comes served in a 67-ounce bottle).

[12 Franklin St. at Meserole Avenue in 
Greenpoint, (347) 689–4065, www.north-
ernterritorybk.com].

Toby’s Estate
The spacious Williamsburg outpost of 

this Australian-founded coffee empire is the 

place for Australian expats to hang out with 
other Australian expats, drinking Australian 
coffee and eating Australian food amidst 
Australian decor, and talking about how 
much better Brooklyn is than Melbourne.

[125 N. Sixth St. between Berry Street 
and Bedford Avenue in Williamsburg, 
(347) 457–6160, www.tobysestate.com].

Five Leaves
This Williamsburg restaurant and bar 

was originally co-founded by Australian 
actor Heath Ledger, but he died before it 
was completed. There is only one Aus-
tralian beer on the menu (Coopers Green, 

a perfectly serviceable pale ale), but the 
breakfast and lunch menu is legit.

[18 Bedford Ave. at Lorimer Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 383–5345, www.five-
leavesny.com].

Dub Pies
Australians have a proud history of claim-

ing anything good New Zealanders produce 
as our own (see Peter Jackson, Crowded 
House, and once upon a time Russell Crowe, 
but we’ve since given him back). So while 
this meat pie shop was founded by a Kiwi, 
let’s just call it Australian.

[211 Prospect Park West at 16 Street in 
Windsor Terrace, (718) 788–2448, www.
dubpies.com].

Milk Bar and Brunswick
These sister cafes (the owners also have 

a couple of others in Manhattan) are both 
solid riffs on Australian-style cafes — where 
you come for a latte, but stay for brunch 
(which is served all day long, every day 
of the week). 

Milk Bar [620 Vanderbilt Ave. at Pros-
pect Place in Prospect Heights, (718) 230–
0844, www.milkbarbrooklyn.com].

Brunswick [144 Decatur St. at Marcus 
Garvey Boulevard in Bedford-Stuyvesant, 
(347) 404–6832, www.brunswickcafe.com].
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See G’DAY on page 14

Sip’s up: (Pictured left) Australian expat Alexander Hall, owner of Milk Bar 
and Brunswick cafes. And the Brooklyn Kings, our local rugby league team.
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Open for Dinner Tuesday – Sunday starting at 5pm
Saturday & Sunday Brunch 11 – 3;  Closed Monday

209 4th Ave. /corner of Union St./ 

G’day, Brooklyn!
A guide to everything Australian in King’s County
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
Jan. 23

Sneaky little 
Hobbitses
There is one film to rule 
them all! Long before 
the bloated Peter Jack-
son trilogy, Brooklyn’s 
greatest animator Ralph 
Bakshi created his own 
“The Lord of the Rings” 
film. And he did it for 
$281 million less and 
with 425 fewer minutes. 
Nitehawk Cinema will 
screen his version on 
Jan. 23 and 24, with a 
live score provided by 
metal band Black 
Lodge.

Midnight at Nitehawk 
Cinema [136 Metropolitan 
Ave. between Wythe 
Avenue and Berry Street 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
384–3980, www.nite-
h awkci nema.com]. $16.

SATURDAY
Jan. 24

True blue
Australia Day is actu-
ally on Jan. 26 (see 
page 7), but it is not a 
national holiday in this 
country, so Green-
point’s best bar named 
after a member of Van 
Halen, the Diamond, is 
celebrating early. 
There will be Austra-
lian movies on the telly 
(and also “Xanadu,” 
starring Aussie Olivia 
Newton-John) and 
Tuck Shop meat pies. 

3–8 pm at the Diamond 
[43 Franklin St. between 
Calyer and Quay streets 
in Greenpoint, (718) 
383–5030, www.thedia-
mondbrooklyn.com]. 
Free, pies $5.

SUNDAY
Jan. 25

Feeling 
sheepish
Ring in the Year of the 
Sheep with the Nai-Ni 
Chen Dance Company. 
In addition to the regu-
lar troupe, this show 
features members of 
the Beijing Dance 
Academy and the Chi-
nese Music Ensemble 
of New York.

3 pm at the Brooklyn 
Center for the Performing 
Arts at Brooklyn College 
[2900 Campus Rd. 
between Amersfort Place 
and Kenilworth Place in 
Flatbush, (718) 951–4500, 
www.brooklyncenter.
com]. $25.

MONDAY
Jan. 26

Dance dance 
Restoration
Ballet dancer Misty 
Copeland — the only 
African-American 
soloist at the Ameri-
can Ballet Theatre — 
will pirouette into 
Bedford-Stuyvesant 
Restoration to sign 
copies of her memoir.

7 pm at Bedford-
Stuyvesant Restoration 
(1368 Fulton St. between 
Brooklyn and New York 
avenues in Bedford–
Stuyvesant, www.green-
lightbookstore.com). Free, 
$18.50 with copy of book.

THURSDAY
Jan. 29

Park life
Love Prospect Park? Of 
course you do. Find out 
all about the two guys 
who designed it when 
Brooklyn Brainery hosts 
a talk on the life and 
work of Frederick Law 
Olmsted and Calvert 
Vaux. Apparently they 
also designed some 
other park in Manhat-
tan. We’ve never heard 
of it.

6:30 pm at Brooklyn 
Brainery [90 Underhill 
Ave. between Sterling 
and St. Johns places in 
Prospect Heights, (347) 
292–7246, www.brook lyn-
br ainer y.com]. $9.
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FRI, JAN. 23
MUSIC, ZAK SMITH: $8. 7 pm. Shape-

Shifter Labs (18 Whitwell Pl. between 
Third and Fourth avenues in Gow-
anus), www.shapeshifterlab.com. 

DANCE, “SWAN LAKE”: Performed 
by the Mariinsky Ballet Theatre 
Company. Starting at $30. 7:30 pm. 
BAM Howard Gilman Opera House 
(30 Lafayette Ave. between Ashland 
Place and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org. 

MUSIC, PREGNANT, MISTER LIES, 
NICHOLAS NICHOLAS: $7. 8 pm. 
Silent Barn (603 Bushwick Ave. be-
tween Jefferson and Melrose streets 
in Bushwick), silentbarn.org. 

THEATER, “LET THE RIGHT ONE IN”: 
The National Theatre of Scotland 
presents a bloody romance about 
the love affairs of the undead. $35. 8 
pm. St. Ann’s Warehouse [29 Jay St. 
between John and Plymouth streets 
in Dumbo, (718) 254–8779], www.
stannswarehouse.org. 

SAT, JAN. 24
MUSIC, MY BODY: EP release party. 

$10. 8 pm. Cameo Gallery [93 N. 
Sixth St. between Wythe Avenue 
and Berry Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 302–1180], www.cameony.net. 

MUSIC, STEVE SULLIVAN AND THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS: Free. 9:30 
pm. BAM Cafe (30 Lafayette Ave. 
between Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene), www.bam.
org/programs/bamcafe-live. 

ART, “OPEN ENDED”: Artist Clin-
ton King investigates the uncanny 
logic inherent in misdirection and 
interpretation, navigating a variety 
of processes and color palettes to 
create both fl at and airy spaces. 
Free. 1–6 pm. Transmitter (1329 Wil-
loughby Ave. between Wyckoff and 
Saint Nicholas avenues in Bushwick), 
www.transmitter.nyc. 

SUN, JAN. 25
MUSIC, MODERN DAY WARRIORZ: 

Free. 7 pm. Coco66 [66 Greenpoint 
Ave. between Franklin and West 
streets in Greenpoint, (917) 807–
6045], www.myspace.com/coco66. 

MUSIC, BEN HOPE AND THE UP-
TOWN OUTFIT: Free. 8 pm. The 

Branded Saloon [603 Vanderbilt Ave, 
at Bergen St. in Clinton Hill, (718) 
484–8704], www.brandedsaloon.
com. 

MUSIC, JULIAN, POLITICSNRELI-
GION: $7. 8 pm. Trash Bar [256 
Grand St. at Driggs Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 599–1000], www.
thetrashbar.com. 

MON, JAN. 26
MUSIC, LOS HACHEROS, KING 

HOLIDAY, DJ GREG CAZ: $7. 8 
pm. Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. 
between N. 11th and N. 12th streets 
in Williamsburg, (718) 963–3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com. 

COMEDY, THE MEHRAN SHOW: $10 
($8 in advance). 9 pm. Union Hall 
[702 Union St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

TUES, JAN. 27
TALK, ERIC FONER: Pulitzer Prize-

winning historian discusses his new 
book, “Gateway to Freedom: The 
Hidden History of the Underground 
Railroad.” $10. 6:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 Pierrepont 
St. at Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], www.
brooklynhistory.org. 

COMEDY, “THE FANCY SHOW”: 
Producers Michael Joyce, Langston 
Kerman, Lane Pieschel, Simmons 
McDavid, and Jenny Zigrino share 
the stage with local talent. Free. 8 
pm. Bar Reis [375 Fifth Ave. between 
Fifth and Sixth streets in Park Slope, 
(718) 974–2412]. 

See 9 DAYS on page 14

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

MON, JAN. 26
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS. 

PORTLAND TRAILBLAZERS: 
$35–$3,000. 7:30 pm.

THURS, JAN. 29
MUSIC, CHRIS BROWN WITH 

TREY SONGZ AND TYGA: 
$69.75–$150.75. 7:30 pm. 

FRI, JAN. 30
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS. 

TORONTO RAPTORS: $20–
$3,000. 7:30 pm.

SAT, JAN. 31
MUSIC, IGOR KRUTOI GALA CON-

CERTA: Composer is joined by 
Russian singers including Filipp 
Kirkorov, Kristina Orbakaite, Irina 
Allegrova, and Valeriy Leontiev, 
and more. $65–$955. 7 pm. 

MON, FEB. 2
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS. 

LOS ANGELES CLIPPERS: $35–
$3,000. 7:30 pm.

FRI, FEB. 6
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS. 

NEW YORK KNICKS: $95–
$4,000. 7 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

Do you know an
exceptional woman?

Nominate her as a
Brooklyn Woman of Distinction for 2015!

25 Women will have their important work profiled in the newspaper, and will be feted at a reception gala in 
their honor. It can be anyone who has had an impact on the borough, in any field.
Your Email address: __________________________________Your Phone:________________________
Name of nominee: ____________________________________________________________________
Why are you nominating them? (In 5 lines or less) ____________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
How can we reach you or your nominee for more information?
Phone:___________________________  Email:_____________________________________________

Or mail this form to:
Brooklyn Woman of Distinction
CNG Newspapers, One Metrotech Center
10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201
Att: Stephanie Stellaccio                                                             FB

Email your nomination info to womanofdistinction@cnglocal.com  

Advertise your 
Clinical Studies in 

New York’s 
largest group of 

community newspapers.
- Weekly bannered directory

- Ads will also appear in 
Classifi eds & Online

ASK HOW YOU CAN GET 
EDITORIAL COVERAGE 

OF YOUR STUDY

Call Brian Rice
718-260-4537

Blaze of glory: The Nets face the Blazers at Barclays Center 
on Jan. 26.
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Your 2015 
Resolution:
Create Your 
Own Story

PH
O

TO
: JESSICA H

ILLS

BRICartsmedia.org/cm

WE OFFER: 
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BRIC is the leader in media education for Brooklyn, 
offering free and low-cost classes ranging from television 
production, video editing, to new media. From YouTube 
videos to major studio productions the technological 
landscape is ever-changing. Based on feedback from the 
community and current trends in filmmaking techniques 
BRIC Media Education has expanded its course offerings 
to include Intro to DSLR Filmmaking, Fundamentals of 
Screenwriting, and Advanced Photoshop Techniques. 

Skye MacLeod (Associate Director, Adult Education) says, 
“We have had a lot of interest in our Digital Photography 
classes, and one of the most common questions is 
‘When will BRIC offer a class on DSLR Filmmaking?’ This 
crash course is an introduction to the techniques and 
strategies of using your DSLR to shoot video. Another 
big interest of our community is focused on narrative 
storytelling—thus we thought it would be great to delve 
into screenwriting as a way to create content for our 
channels.”

INTRO TO DSLR FILMMAKING 
Learn the fundamentals of DSLR filmmaking from 
equipment setups, tips for getting great audio, lighting 
considerations, as well as common challenges and pitfalls 
of shooting video with DSLRs. 

Next class: Feb 24-26 | Tue & Thu | 2-5pm | $20

FUNDAMENTALS OF SCREENWRITING 
This course will guide you through the creative process of 
brainstorming, writing, and publishing your next exciting 
screenplay. Learn writing topics such as the 3-act story 
structure, character development, and building tension 
in your story. Also included are common formatting 
techniques and writing your screenplay in Celtx (a free 
screenwriting software).

Next class: Mar 20 | Fri | 6:30-9:30pm | $10

ADVANCED PHOTOSHOP TECHNIQUES 
Expand your Photoshop skill set and improve your photo 
editing efficiency in this 6-hour class. Learn advanced 
topics such as applying adjustment layers, color 
management and manipulating uncompressed images in 
Camera RAW, applying effects such as Dodge and Burn, 
creating an HDR image, and becoming an expert with 
layers. 

Next class: Mar 11-13 | Wed & Fri | 6:30-9:30pm | $20

Register for classes at BRICartsmedia.org/bme
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TO
: SKYE M

ACLEO
D

Call 718.683.5645 for more info  
or visit BRICartsmedia.org/cm
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BRIC HOUSE HOURS 
Tuesday–Saturday 8am–10pm 
Sunday–Monday 8am–6pm 
 
MEDIA CENTER HOURS 
Monday–Friday 8am–10pm 
Saturday & Sunday 10am–4pm

Peter Jay Sharp Building

DIRECTIONS
Located in the heart of the Downtown 
Brooklyn Cultural District, BRIC House 
is easily reachable by subway or train. 
       to Fulton; �     to Lafayette;5      
                    to Nevins St.;                
                    to Dekalb
Steps from Atlantic Terminal and the 
LIRR

2 3 4

B Q R

G C    

ABOUT BRIC
BRIC House is a cultural town square for Brooklyn and a creative lab for media 
makers and artists, featuring state-of-the-art media production facilities, flexible 
performance space, work space for the borough’s performing and visual artists, a major 
contemporary art exhibition space, and an inviting public gathering place, all uniquely 
equipped to transmit live programming to over 500,000 Brooklyn households and 
online.

BRIC COMMUNITY MEDIA CENTER 
647 Fulton Street
Brooklyn, NY 11217

Did you know BRIC members get a discount on our media 
education classes?

Become a member today and be the first to get insider access to BRIC 
House and all the BRIC has to offer. See benefits and other details at: 
BRICartsmedia.org/bric-membership

New Class 
Offerings 
from  BRIC 
Media Education 
in 2015
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FREE ORIENTATION
Become familiar with community access television, learn 
more about our course offerings, free services, policies, 
and procedures. No reservations necessary! 

Jan 27 | Tue | 11am-1pm | Central Library
Feb 3 | Tue | 6:30-8:30pm | BRIC House
Feb 11 | Wed | 1-3pm | Kings Highway Library
 

 
 
TELEVISION STUDIO PRODUCTION | $98
Certification Course
This course teaches you the basics of shooting a pro-
duction inside a television studio using a professional-
grade video camera and equipment. 

Feb 10-20 | Tue-Fri | 10:30am-1:30pm | BRIC House
 

 
 
VIDEO PRODUCTION IN THE FIELD | $50
Certification Course
This course will give you the skills to produce your 
videos from anywhere. You’ll gain hands-on experience 
using a professional-grade digital video camera and 
equipment.

Feb 3-17 | Tue | 1-5pm | Coney Island Library 

 

 
 
VIDEO EDITING WITH PREMIERE | $60
Certification Course
This course covers the basics of non-linear video editing 
using Adobe Premiere Pro CS 6.

Feb 7-21 | Sat | 10:30am-4:30pm | BRIC House

 
 
AUDIO PRODUCTION IN THE FIELD  | $20
Learn the best practices for capturing clean audio in the 
field with various types of equipment such as micro-
phones, field mixers, and digital audio recorders.
 
Jan 31 | Sat | 10:30am-4:30pm | New Lots Library
 

 
 
INTRO TO DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY | $20
Learn how to use your camera’s features and simple 
tricks to create beautiful digital images.
 
Feb 6 | Fri | 10:30am-4:30pm | BRIC House 

 
 
MOTION GRAPHICS WITH AFTER EFFECTS | $50
Learn how to create dynamic motion graphics and video 
effects.

Feb 2-11 | Mon & Wed | 10:30am-1:30pm | BRIC House 

 
 
WEB VIDEO PRODUCTION | $30
Digital Storytelling: Learn how to build, assemble, and 
distribute your own digital story.

Jan 26-29 | Mon-Thu | 6:30-9:30pm | BRIC House

BRIC Media Education
BECOME A BROOKLYN MEDIA MAKER WITH FREE AND LOW-COST CLASSES

Four Easy Steps to Getting 
Your Own TV Show

1. Attend a free Orientation and learn all  
    about our media offerings. 

2. Successfully complete at least one of  
    our certification courses and become a  
    Certified Community Producer to gain  
    free access to equipment, studios,  
    and facilities.
 
3. Contact our Programming Department  
    at 718.683.5643 to schedule airdates.
 
4. Turn on your TV and watch your  
    show on Brooklyn Public Network or  
    stream online!

Did you know? BRIC offers free and low-cost media 
classes at various Brooklyn Public Library locations. 
Here’s a sample of upcoming free media classes at 
Brooklyn Public Library 

INTRO TO DIGITAL STORYTELLING FOR PC
Turn your photographs into a narrative video short.
Feb 4 | Wed | 3-5pm | New Lots Library

SHORT-FORM VIDEO TECHNIQUES FOR PC
Get tips and techniques to build compelling short-form 
videos with your mobile device.
Feb 3 | Tue | 11am-1pm | Central Library 

INTRO TO SOCIAL MEDIA
Learn the basics of some of the world’s most popular 
social networks.
Feb 4 | Wed | 5:45-7:45pm | Kings Highway Library (ESL)

DIGITAL CAMERA BASICS
Build beautiful images using features on your digital 
camera.
Feb 4 | Wed | 3�–�5pm | Kings Highway Library (ESL) 

DIGITAL PHOTO ENHANCEMENT
Gain hands-on experience with Gimp, a free photo edit-
ing software program.
Feb 11 | Wed | 3-5pm | New Lots Library 

ORAL HISTORY & DIGITAL ARCHIVING 
Learn best practices to archive physical and digital photos as 
well as audio recording.
Jan 27 | Tue | 3:45-5:45pm | Coney Island Library 

CAPTURING YOUR POETRY
Record and exhibit your poetry using Zoom recorders 
and Audacity.
Jan 28 | Wed | 5:45-7:45pm | New Lots Library 

DIY STOP-MOTION ANIMATION
Discover fun ways to create animation pieces using 
tablet devices.
Jan 27 | Tue | 3:45-5:45pm | Coney Island Library 

Central Library 
10 Grand Army Plaza | Brooklyn, NY 11238

Kings Highway Library 
2115 Ocean Ave | Brooklyn, NY 11229

New Lots Library 
665 New Lots Ave | Brooklyn, NY 11207

Coney Island Library 
1901 Mermaid Ave | Brooklyn, NY 11224

Visit BRICartsmedia.org/bpl for a detailed list of 
classes and branches.

In addition to certification classes, we offer many classes 
that can support your production process and get your 
voice heard.

Please Note: Becoming a Certified Community Producer is 
not a requirement to air a program on our channels.  
Visit BRICartsmedia.org/ bfs for more info. 

For more classes please visit 
BRICartsmedia.org/bme
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B-Side | Premieres live Thursdays @ 8pm
BROOKLYN’S NEWEST AND BOLDEST RESOURCE FOR MUSIC
Tune-in or head down to BRIC House and be a part of the live, in-
studio music series and get up close and personal with some of the 
borough’s most inspiring emerging musicians.
 

Brooklyn Independent Media
Brooklyn Independent Media is the first 24/7-television channel created by, for, and about Brooklyn. The channel features 
programming produced and curated by BRIC, emphasizing local news, civic affairs, and arts and culture. 
Take a look some highlights from the program line-up for 2015:

 

Brooklyn Public Network includes community-produced 
Brooklyn Free Speech TV, BRIC-produced and Brooklyn-
focused Brooklyn Independent Media, and the Brooklyn 
Bulletin Board, a 24/7 community calendar for Brooklyn 
not-for-profit organizations.

Brooklyn Free 
Speech TV
Cablevision 67-69 
Time Warner 34, 79, 56 
Verizon FiOS 42-44 
RCN 82-84

BK Live | Premieres live Mon-Thu @ noon
BROOKLYN BEYOND SOUND BITES
BK Live is the flagship daily show focused on Brooklyn news and 
culture. The show features neighborhood correspondents as a 
revolving cast of hosts, contributors, and on-air talent, providing a 
street-level view of Brooklyn from multiple perspectives.

Our Hen House | Premieres select Mondays @ 7pm
CHANGING THE WORLD FOR ANIMALS
This energetic, talk show-style program, led by two charming and 
chatty co-hosts, Jasmine Singer and Marianna Sullivan, covers a 
range of topics on the vegan lifestyle.

Straight Up | Premieres select Tuesdays @ 7pm
REPORTERS TAKE A SHOT AT THE HOT TOPICS EFFECTING 
BROOKLYN
A no-holds-barred roundtable of in-the-know local reporters 
discussing politics, scandals, and news, in a completely unscripted 
and “off-the-record” style at their favorite Brooklyn bar.
 

Tomorrow Will Be Televised | Premieres live Mondays 
@ 3pm
BROOKLYN’S TAKE ON TELEVISION
Fast-talking host, Simon Applebaum, commentates on the media 
landscape in Brooklyn and beyond and chats online with listeners of 
his Blogtalk radio station.

Brooklyn Independent Media
Cablevision 70 
Time Warner 756 
Verizon FiOS 46 

Brooklyn Bulletin Board
Time Warner 1997 
Verizon FiOS 45 
RCN 85
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Fidelis Care offers quality, affordable New York State-sponsored
health insurance for children and adults of all ages and at all
stages of life. 

From NY State of Health: The Official Health Plan Marketplace, to
Child Health Plus, Medicaid Managed Care, Medicare Advantage,
Managed Long Term Care and more, we have a program that
meets your needs. 

And, with our growing provider network, you can see a Fidelis
Care doctor almost anywhere you go in New York State!

We have a health insurance program that's right for you – and the
ones you love. 

Products not available in all counties.
To learn more about applying for health insurance including Child Health
Plus and Medicaid through NY State of Health, the Of�cial Health Plan 
Marketplace, visit www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov or call 1-855-355-5777.

Save the Dates for Open Enrollment!

Enhance your culture.
Improve your bottom line.

Brooklyn.

Two Trees Management Co, LLC

45 Main Street, Suite 602, DUMBO, Brooklyn, NY 11201 
Commercial and Residential Property Management

Find out how by visiting, 
TwoTreesNY.com

Move your business
to DUMBO, Brooklyn.

Two Trees Management Co, LLC

45 Main Street, Suite 602, DUMBO, Brooklyn, NY 11201 
Commercial and Residential Property Management

Find out how by visiting, 
TwoTreesNY.com

Move your business
to DUMBO, Brooklyn.

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

I t has been 33 years since 
its first live show, and 25 
years since “Birdhouse in 

Your Soul,” but this will not 
be the year that They Might 
Be Giants slows down. 

In 2015, the Brooklyn rock 
duo plans to play a show ev-
ery month at the Music Hall 
of Williamsburg, write at least 
52 new songs, and release at 
least two new albums. John 
Linnell, one half of the Johns, 
said that constantly produc-
ing is the only way they know 
how to be. 

“Everything is still co-
alescing, but we have so 
many things we want to do 
this year,” said Linnell. 

Linnell and co-member 
John Flansburgh will perform 
their Music Hall of Williams-
burg residency in between 
tour dates all over the coun-
try, and each month’s show 
will have a different theme, 
with some shows focusing on 
old albums and some on the 

new material. 
“It will be a great combina-

tion of woodshedding and per-
forming,” said Linnell. “It has 
always been impossible for me 
to write while on tour.”

The twosome also plan to 
write and record at least one 
song a week for a revival of 
their Dial-A-Song project, in 
which fans call a number and 
listen to the band’s tunes over 

the phone. Linnell and Flans-
burgh first created the project 
on an analog answering ma-
chine in the mid-1980s. For the 
new incarnation, the band has 
brought back the old phone 

number — with a new area 
code — but the songs will 
also be on its website. 

“It was a lot of fun to do 
back then, so we decided to 
bring it back,” said Linnell. 
“Back then, we would have 
John’s landlady go upstairs to 
change the tapes on the an-
swering machine when we 
were on tour. This time will 
be a little different.”

So far, the band has written 
at least seven new songs for 
the project, some of which will 
also be on its new, currently 
unnamed album. And just so 
they don’t get bored, Linnell 
and Flansburgh also plan to 
produce another kids’ album 
before the year is up. 

They Might Be Giants at 
the Music Hall of Williams-
burg [66 N. Sixth St. be-
tween Wythe and Kent av-
enues in Williamsburg, (718) 
486–5400, www.musichal-
lofwilliamsburg.com]. Feb. 
22, March 29, April 26, May 
31, June 28, July 26, Aug. 30, 
Sept. 27, Oct. 25, Nov. 29, 
and Dec. 27 at 8 pm. $25. 

Ready for a giant year
They Might Be Giants has big plans for 2015 

THEY MIGHT BE GIANTS VS. BILLY JOEL

One show a month until the end of 
2015, whether they sell out or not. 

Duration One show a month until the shows 
stop selling out or he just does not 

feel like doing them anymore. 

Each show will focus on a different 
classic album or songs from the Dial-

A-Song project. 

Theme Piano Man, every month. 

$25 for one show or $100 for four 
shows plus a free t-shirt.

Ticket prices $65–$145.

550 people. Venue 
capacity

18,200 people.

The L train. Artist 
transportation 

to shows

Private helicopter from and to his 
Long Island house.

1,545 songs, including alternate ver-
sions, unreleased songs, live versions, 

and announcements.

Songbook size 149 songs, including classical compo-
sitions.

“The best thing about New York City 
is you and me.”

Lyrics about 
the city

“I was stranded in the combat zone, 
I walked through Bedford-Stuy alone.”

Two Johns 
vs. Two 

Dollar Bill
Manhattanites might get 

Billy Joel every month until 
the end of time, but Brook-
lynites are arguably getting 
a better deal. Every month 
for the next year, the seminal 
experimental pop band They 
Might Be Giants will play a res-
idency show at the Music Hall 
of Williamsburg, ensuring that 
we all get to have a tiny bird-
house in our souls. But which 
residency really gives you the 
most bang for your buck? Let’s 
go to the tape!

They’re not real doctors but they are real worms: The Johns of They Might be 
Giants — John Linnell and John Flansburgh.
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Olive Oil Tasting Daily 
Gourmet Foods 

Wine Bar
Gift Baskets & Custom Labeled  

Bottles Available

HAPPY HOUR 
Monday thru Friday 3–7pm 

$3 Off All Wine by the Glass and Beer 
Complimentary Cheese Plate  

with Any Bottle of Wine

Mention This Ad for 10% Off  
in the Retail Store or at the Wine Bar 

Not valid with any other offer or  
with the happy hour special
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Complete Banking gives you even more freedom and 
time to do the things you love. Plus, get up to $200  
when you open a new Complete Checking Plus account.*

Complete
Checking 

Plus.

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

   mobile  
  check      
 deposit

 earn  
   interest

 ATM fee 
  rebates

 

* New ww w CComommmppppleteletettte CheC cking Plg Plus aus ccouuunnt wwnt wn ith new moneney ony only. yly. ExisExistingting che checkincking ag account cucusstommerers are e  nonototot no eleligi iblei . An existing checking ccuustomer is defined as anyone who currently has or has had a Flushing Bank checking account within the last 24 months. This 
offeoffefeoff r isr isr i  lililimi ited to to one one neoneo CompomCompCompoomCompmmpleteeteletelete CheCheChe ckinckinncc g Pllg us as accouccount pnt pnt per her hhhououseouseouseholdldhohold. Mii. Minimunnimunimum demm deposios t rerequirquired tted ttooo opo open a new Complete Checking Plus account is $100. No minimum balance required to be eligible for the Bonus. Direct Deposit – You will receive $100 for signing
uupup fu oooror r ao nd rrreceieceieceeceiiivvingivingving a r a raa ecuecurring dirdirecttect depodepodep sit sitsit of $$ooff 250 50250 250 or mor more.r  Tax refund nd checchececks dks do noo not qut q alify y as direct deposit. Direct Deposits must be completed prior to 90 days after the account is opened. Debit Card Purchases – You will receive $50 for the completion of 
5 deedeedebbit b t carardrd ppurpurchaschasha es. es. Each debbebdebit cit cit cardardard purcpupurcp hasehasehasea  musus m t bet e $25 $25 or or mmore. Online Banankingking B Bill-paayments – You will receive $50 for completing 5 online banking bill-payments via Flushing Bank’s Online Banking portal. Each online bill-pay must be $25 or more. Debit
CaCaCaCardCa  PPuururPurcchasaseses and Od Onlinnlinnline Bie Bie llll-pll-paayments must be completetleted prd prior io to 60 days after thethe acca ouunt is opened. THE MAXIMUM AMOUNT ANY CUSTOMER CAN RECEIVE IS $200.  The compensation will be credited to the checking account on or about the end of the
monthh followlowing g the the ccocompcompletletil on of the above qualifying transactions within the rh equiequirered time after account opening. A 1099 will be issued in the amount credited to your account. Other fees and restrictions may apply. All offers are subject to change and termination
withthoutout prior nooticeticeceice at any time.

For more information, visit your local 
Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889  
or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

Complete access. Complete control. Complete Banking.

By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

S he will bring the music, you 
bring the tears.

A Bushwick disc jockey will 
be spinning nothing but the saddest 
tunes at Passenger Bar in Williams-
burg on Jan. 28, giving bar-goers 
a chance to mope around but still 
leave the house.

“Sad but catchy music captures the 
need for release that is both visceral 
and emotional,” said Alicia Ken-
nedy, who is also a writer and edi-
tor at New York magazine. “I want 
to play the kind of music that makes 
you get into your feelings. You’ll feel 
something different than a normal 
dance party.”

Cry and Wine: A Party for Your 
Feelings is Kennedy’s first solo set, 
a departure from her usual collabo-
ration as part of the Teenage Guide 
to Popularity, a monthly music video 

party with pal Douglas Bleggi.
Kennedy said she plans to play a 

mix of tearjerkers, including dancey-
but-depressing classics from Joy Di-
vision and the Smiths, along with 
newer sensitive kids, such as Drake 
and Lana Del Rey.

The sorrowful song-lover said 
the idea for the event grew out of 
her penchant for making playlists 
that tell a story as the track-list pro-
gresses.

“I make a lot of playlists for 
myself that have a narrative,” she 
said. “Whether it’s about feeling 
like you’re longing or feeling like 
you’re in love, I realized I was using 
music to process my feelings.”

Cry and Wine: A Party for Your 
Feelings at Passenger Bar [229 
Roebling St. between South Sec-
ond and South Third streets in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 218–7869, www.
passengerbar.com.] Jan. 28 at 8 
pm. Free.

By Max Jaeger
The Brooklyn Paper

I t wasn’t a tough choice.
A new documentary 

on influential Brooklyn 
hardcore band Indecision 
will screen at Greenpoint 
heavy metal bar Saint Vi-
tus on Jan. 24 and 25. The 
documentarian behind the 
flick, titled “What it Once 
Meant,” said he was trying 
to decide on a topic for his 
next film when an idea hit 
him over the head.

“I was looking to do a fea-
ture-length project, and I was 
hanging out with the guys 
from Indecision and started 
hearing all these stories,” said 
filmmaker Derek Morse, who 
grew up listening to the band. 
“I thought it would be cool to 

collect them and put them into 
a piece. I figured I might as 
well do something I’m pas-
sionate about.”

The band formed in Bay 
Ridge in 1993, playing shows 
around the city before a slew 
of U.S. and European tours, 
said guitarist Rachel Rosen, 
who booked the group at Man-
hattan clubs in the early ’90s 
and filled in as a second gui-
tarist from 1997 to the band’s 
2000 dissolution.

To tell the Indecision story, 
Morse interviewed band mem-
bers, roadies, members of the 
media, and related acts — in-
cluding Roger Miret of pio-
neering hardcore act Agnostic 
Front — and spliced in footage 
from Indecision’s live shows 
and inside its tour van.

Rosen provided Morse 

with most of the archival 
footage, which the pair dig-
itized and trolled through for 
material, he said.

“I went through over 200 
hours of VHS,” said Morse, 
who is also Rosen’s beau.

Taking a walk down mem-
ory lane provoked mixed 
emotions for the guitarist.

“It made me sad because 
we’re all a bit older now,” 
Rosen said. “That was a dif-
ferent time. It was so free back 
then with touring and not hav-
ing to work that much — you 
just worked to tide yourself 
over to the next tour.”

The band split while on 
the road in El Paso, Texas in 
2000. Members went on to 
form other bands, but they also 
found respectable day jobs. 
Rosen is a pathologists’ assis-

tant, and other members went 
on to work as a forensic psychi-
atrist, a Fire Department para-
medic, a public school guid-
ance counsellor, and a city 
council staffer, she said

But Rosen said trading in 
the six-string for a lab coat 
wasn’t as much of a sacri-
fice as one might think, be-
cause at the end of the day, 
work is work.

“In the beginning, every-

thing was new and fun — ev-
erything was a new experi-
ence,” Rosen said. “The more 
we started touring, the less 
we were videotaping — at 
that point it was becoming 
more job-like.” 

“What it Once Meant” at 
Saint Vitus (1120 Manhattan 
Ave. between Box and Clay 
streets in Greenpoint, store.
morsecoderecordings.com) 
Jan. 24 and 25 at 1 pm. $12.

WED, JAN. 28
FILM, “NOTHING BUT A 

MAN”: Part of the library’s 
African Americans in ’60s 
Hollywood series. Free. 
7 pm. Brooklyn Public Li-
brary’s Central branch [Flat-
bush Ave. at Eastern Park-
way in Grand Army Plaza in 
Park Slope, (718) 230–2100], 
www.brooklynpubliclibrary.
org. 

TALK, ROMANCE AND RE-
VENGE — APHRODISIACS 
AND FEMALE POISON-
ERS: Presented by the Mas-
ters of Social Gastronomy. 
Free. 7:30 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

THURS, JAN. 29
ART, “COLOR CONVERSION 

— SELECTED WORKS”: 
William Villalongo’s exhibi-
tion of mixed-media prints 
and paintings. Free. 6–9 
pm. Cave Canem [20 Jay 
St. between Plymouth and 

John streets in Dumbo, 
(718) 858–0000], www.cave-
canempoets.org. 

MUSIC, META AND THE COR-
NERSTONES: Free. 7:30–9 
pm. BRIC Arts Media House 
[647 Fulton St. at Rockwell 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
683–5621], www.bricarts-
media.org. 

FRI, JAN. 30
ART, “NOMAD SONGS”: 

Duane Zaloudek’s water-
color and gesso paintings 
and paper cowboy hats. 

Free. 6–9 pm. Robert Henry 
Contemporary [56 Bogart 
St. between Harrison Pl. and 
Garrison St. in Williams-
burg, (718) 473–0819], www.
roberthenrycontemporary.
com. 

MUSIC, DESERT FLOWER, 
SLIM WRAY, THE DAILY 
PRAVDA, THE DANDY 
LIONS: $8. 9 pm. Trash Bar 
[256 Grand St. at Driggs Av-
enue in Williamsburg, (718) 
599–1000], www.thetrash-
bar.com. 

SAT, JAN. 31
MUSIC, LADYSMITH BLACK 

MAMBAZO: $30. 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Center for the 
Performing Arts at Brooklyn 
College [2900 Campus Rd., 
between Amersfort Place 
and Kenilworth Place in 
Midwood, (718) 951–4500], 
www.brooklyncenteron-
line.org. 

MUSIC, CUMBE MOVING 
PARTY: Center for African 
and Diaspora Dance cel-
ebrates with music, samba 
dance classes, and a bazaar 
of jewelry and crafts. $10–
$20. 9 pm. Cumbe Center 
for African and Diaspora 
Dance [558 Fulton St. at 
Flatbush Avenue Exten-
sion, (718) 935–9700], www.
cumbedance.com. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 8Tearjerker

DJ will spin sad songs all 
night at Williamsburg bar

A hardcore fi lm!
Doc chronicles Bay Ridge band

Misery loves company: Alicia Kennedy will spin tunes at a sad 
dance party on Jan. 28.

Cymbal-ism: Filmaker Derek Morse is the man be-
hind a documentary on Indecision.
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Our only hope: Broad-
way-star-turned-country 
rock-singer Ben Hope 
performs at Branded Sa-
loon on Jan. 25.

Sheep Station
This unpretentious Aussie 

pub makes its own meat pies, 
but is probably best known 
for its burger, which is made 
the correct way: with beet-
root, pineapple, and a fried 
egg on top. Yes, that is the 
correct way.

[149 Fourth Ave. at Fourth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
857–4337, www.sheepsta-
tion.net].

Smooch
The organic-heavy menu 

at Australian-owned cafe 
Smooch — which you may 
remember as a location from 
television show “Bored to 
Death” — describes its Veg-
emite Soldiers as such: “If 
you don’t know what these 
are you probably shouldn’t 
have them.” Wise words.

[264 Carlton Ave. at Deka-
lb Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(718) 624–4075, www.smoo-
chorganic.com].

Selmat Pagi
There are approximately 

eleventy bajillion Australian 
tourists on the Indonesian is-

land of Bali at any given time 
and many of its dishes have 
become staples of Australian 
cuisine. So this Balinese res-
taurant, co-owned by an Aus-
tralian, gets an honorable men-
tion. For maximum Australian 
tourist authenticity, come badly 
sunburned, wearing a Bintang 
Beer tank top and flip-flops.

152 Driggs Ave. between 
Humboldt and Russell 
streets in Greenpoint, (718) 
701–4333, www.selamatpa-
gibrooklyn.com].

Chasm
It is not difficult to find 

Australian artists exhibiting 
in New York galleries, but this 
Bushwick gallery exclusively 
features works by contempo-

rary Aussie artists.
(56 Bogart St. between 

Harrison Place and Grattan 
Street in Bushwick, www.
chasmgallery.com).

Football
If you wanna see some real 

football, head down to the Mid-
wood Athletic Complex (1550–
1598 Avenue K between E. 15th 
and E, 17th streets in Midwood) 
in the middle of the year to 
catch rugby league team  the 
Brooklyn Kings  in action. The 
team was founded by an Aussie 
expat last year, and plays the 
form of rugby more favored 
by everyday Australians. But 
if you want to see some re-
ally real Australian football, 
head instead to Red Hook Ball 
Fields (155 Bay St. between 
Henry and Clinton streets in 
Red Hook) to barrack for the 
local Australian Rules Foot-
ball team, the New York Mag-
pies — bravely named after 
the most hated team in Aus-
tralia — which plays some of 
its matches there.

Prospect Park Zoo
The zoo’s menagerie in-

cludes both emus and dingoes. 
Hold onto your babies.

[450 Flatbush Ave. at Em-
pire Boulevard in Prospect 
Park, (718) 399–7339, www.
prospectparkzoo.com].

G’DAY...
Continued from page 7

Putting on the dog: 
Dingo pups at Prospect 
Park Zoo.
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You are a trendsetter and so are we.
LIU Brooklyn’s Fashion Merchandising program allows students to explore their passion for fashion  
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Apply today. liu.edu/bkfashion

LIU Brooklyn is the University of 
Entrepreneurs—a leader in experiential 
education in the most entrepreneurial 
borough in New York City. According to 
the New York State Comptroller’s Offi ce, 
the number of Brooklyn businesses has 
grown by 21 percent since 2003, much 
faster than any other borough. Located 
in downtown Brooklyn, LIU Brooklyn’s 
School of Business, Public Administration 
and Information Sciences is preparing 
students of all majors to become the next 
generation of the borough’s infl uential 
business leaders.

Angel Investors, burn rate, nondisclosure, 
venture capital, equity, value proposition, 
forecasting models. Students studying LIU 
Brooklyn’s Entrepreneurship minor will 
learn these key phrases of the entrepreneur’s 
vocabulary. At the heart of the minor is the 
belief that entrepreneurial thinkers create 
value in the world by using innovation 
under conditions of uncertainty to solve 
problems.

“The best way to understand the 
entrepreneurial process is to employ a 
hands-on, experiential approach,” said 
Dr. Kimberly R. Cline, president of LIU. 
“LIU Brooklyn Entrepreneurship students 
interact with Brooklyn’s tech-driven 
business community inside and outside 
of the academic environment to create 
business plans that are defensible to 
investors and actionable in the real world 
before graduation.”

LIU Brooklyn Entrepreneurship 
Differentiators—

Innovation

by faculty entrepreneurs

Fashion Merchandising in New York 
City’s Fashion Hub

The borough of Brooklyn has become a 
world brand and a pioneer of trendsetting. 
LIU Brooklyn’s focus on Fashion 
Merchandising allows students to explore 
their passion for fashion in Brooklyn’s 
melting pot of style, infl uence, and culture. 
LIU Brooklyn’s Fashion Merchandising 
program was designed with input from local 
industry leaders to prepare LIU Brooklyn 
students for all elements of Fashion’s tech-
driven future, including retail strategy, 
design, data analytics, marketing, and 
online purchasing.

Fashion Merchandising students are 
also encouraged to take full advantage of 
Brooklyn’s fashion-forward community by 
applying in-class experiences to internships 
in the Fashion industry. The next Ralph 
Lauren, the next editor-in-chief of Vogue, or 
the next YouTube fashion expert may very 
well be found—or fi nd themselves—at LIU 
Brooklyn.

For more information, visit www.liu.edu/
brooklyn

Trendsetting and 
Entrepreneurship in NYC’s 
Premier Business Borough

Fashion Merchandising in New York City’s Fashion Hub

By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

Taxpayers have shelled out 
nearly $25 million for wrong-
ful convictions obtained and 
upheld under former district 
attorney Charles Hynes, and 
the money could keep flow-
ing as his replacement con-
tinues to reinvestigate ques-
tionable cases.

The city has paid out the 
cash as part of pre-litigation 
settlements to people who 
spent decades in prison only 
to have their convictions over-
turned during the past two 
years. With dozens more cases 
currently under review by Dis-
trict Attorney Ken Thomp-
son, that figure can only go 
up, way up, according to one 
longtime Hynes critic.

“Hynes’s reign of error will 
wind up costing the city of 
New York more than $600 
million,” said John O’Hara, 
a lawyer who Hynes targeted 
in the 1990s with New York’s 
second felony prosecution for 
voting in the wrong district af-
ter that of Susan B. Anthony. 
“It’s millions of dollars of tax-
payer money and it is going 
to add up fast.”

Hynes ruled as Brooklyn’s 
top lawman from 1990 until 
Thompson beat him by a land-
slide in 2013. During Hynes’s 
reign, opponents frequently 
accused him of targeting po-
litical opponents and look-
ing the other way for allies, 
including accused child mo-
lesters in the ultra-Orthodox 
Jewish community.

Put it on Hynes’s tab
Former DA’s critics predict city to pay 
100s of millions for wrongful convictions

Also under Hynes, Det. 
Louis Scarcella and star 
prosecutor Michael Vecchi-
one put away dozens of people 
on murder charges, several of 
whom have alleged Scarcella 
coerced witnesses, induced 
false confessions, and hid ev-
idence. Thompson has assem-
bled a team to review possible 
wrongful convictions, start-
ing with Scarcella’s cases, 
and has already overturned 
11 convictions, including five 
Scarcella helped obtain.

On Jan. 13, Comptroller 
Scott Stringer announced a 
$17 million pretrial settlement 
with the estate of three half 
brothers, one of them de-
ceased, who were wrongly 
convicted of murder in a pair 
of shootings in the 1980s, be-
fore Hynes took office. Rob-
ert Hill and Alvena Jennette 
were exonerated in May and 
their half-brother Darryl Aus-

tin, who died in prison, had 
his conviction posthumously 
tossed out. The payout came 
on top of the February, 2014 
settlement of $6.4 million for 
David Ranta, who spent 23 
years in prison for a murder 
he didn’t commit.

A lawyer for Derrick Ham-
ilton, another man recently 
exonerated of a murder rap 
brought by Scarcella and up-
held under Hynes, said tax-
payers should get used to 
seeing new settlements, and 
pointed out massive sums 
have already been spent ob-
taining and defending bogus 
convictions.

“I’m sure that each one of 
these cases implicates mil-
lions and millions of dollars,” 
said Ilya Novofastovsky, who 
runs the Novo Innocence Proj-
ect. “Just imagine over the 
years how much taxpayer 
money was wasted to put the 

wrong people in prison.”
On top of the settlement 

costs, the amount prosecu-
tors spent, and continue to 
make in retirement, should 
be considered as part of the 
overall toll Hynes’s tenure 
took, O’Hara said. O’Hara 
estimated that felony trials 
cost the city about half a mil-
lion dollars a pop, and by 2013, 
his last year in office, Hynes 
was taking home $189,460 a 
year according to the website 
SeeThroughNY.

Stringer is doing what he 
can to mitigate the damage. 
Ranta had originally sued for 
$150 million, and the settle-
ments, for him and for the 
brothers and their mother, 
are supposed to save the city 
money by avoiding costly tri-
als, while also doing the right 
thing, Stringer said.

“There are a lot of these 
cases, and many more could 
come to our office,” he said. 
“We are untangling a compli-
cated era in the city’s history. 
We have a professional legal 
team looking at the merits of 
each claim and we are trying 
to do our best to balance the 
fiscal needs of the city while 
working with potentially in-
nocent people.”

But even with the dis-
counted settlements, city lead-
ers should be prepared to pony 
up many more tens of mil-
lions of dollars as Scarcella 
cases unravel under scrutiny 
by Thompson’s review unit, 
and without complaining, No-
vofastovsky said.

“Wrongful convictions 
leave significant carnage,” 
he said. “If they don’t want 
to pay out they should stop 
wrecking people’s lives.”

Robert Hill Schwartz, a 
lawyer for Hynes, chuckled 
at the mention of O’Hara’s 
name, then declined to com-
ment.

(Left) Former DA Hynes’s convictions are under scru-
tiny. (Right) Derrick Hamilton was just exonerated of 
a murder charge that put him in prison for 20 years.

By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

Police are looking for a man 
who they believe socked a sub-
way conductor from the plat-
form of the DeKalb Avenue 
station on Nov. 29.

The conductor of a Q train 

said he  pulled into the sta-
tion at 6:25 am and was at the 
train’s window when the sus-
pect walked up and punched 
him in the face without warn-
ing . The guy then fled, cops 
said.

The authorities have re-

Ouch-bound
Cops seek MTA assailant

leased a photo of the sus-
pect leaving the station and 
are asking the public for help 
identifying him. Officers de-
scribe him as between 30 and 
40-years-old, 5-foot-6, and 
with black hair.

Law enforcement officials 
ask people with information 
about the crime or sus-
pect to call (800) 577–8477, 
submit tips at www.nypd-
c rimes toppe rs.com, or text-
message them to 274637, 
then enter “TIP577.”

Cops say this guy socked 
a subway conductor 
from the platform.
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By Kate Briquelet

The Brooklyn Paper

The city is planning a major over-

haul of the base of Atlantic Avenue 

— where pedestrians have been play-

ing a game of “Frogger” since Brook-

lyn Bridge Park’s Pier 6 opened last 

year — and it looks like the pedestri-

ans have won.

The Department of Transportation’s 

plan — to be built out later this sum-

mer — will dedicate much less road-

way to cars and much more space to 

pedestrians and bicyclists.

At Atlantic Avenue and Furman 

Street, the eastbound and westbound 

lanes will be reduced from 40 feet wide 

to 20 feet. Two northbound lanes on 

Columbia Street, about 15 feet each, 

will be shaved down to 12 feet to make 

room for foot traffic.

Here’s a breakdown:

sidewalk and two-way bike path at Co-

lumbia Street, between Atlantic Ave-

nue and the BQE entrance. Barriers 

will separate car lanes and the bikeway, 

which will replace one lane of south-

By Daniel Bush

The Brooklyn Paper

The majority of Catholic 

churchgoers in Brooklyn we 

spoke to disagree with Bishop 

Nicholas DiMarzio’s  edict to ban 

politicians who voted for same-

cial appearances at church events  

and to decline donations from any 

politician who approves of gay 

marriage.
The borough’s top Catho-

lic grabbed headlines last week 

when he made the proclamation 

following the state legislature’s 

couples to marry.

But not all members of his flock 

agree with the bishop stance that 

the law is a “nail in the coffin” of 

traditional marriage that would 

destroy “the single most important 

institution in human history.”

“I take what I need from my 

religion and ignore what I don’t 

agree with,” said Carroll Gardens 

resident Amy Cacciola, who at-

tends mass at Sacred Hearts & 

St. Stephen Church on Summit 

Street at Carroll Street. “He’s a 

bit out of touch.”

Other critics said DiMarzio 

should not have thrust the church 

into the center of a debate that en-

gulfed lawmakers — and capti-

vated the public — for much of 

last month.

Faithful, bishop, at odds over same-sex marriage

Here’s what parishioners from across Brooklyn had to say about Bishop Nicholas 

DiMarzio’s decision to ban state officials who voted for same-sex marriage from 

participating in church and school functions:

“I completely 

disagree [with the 

bishop]. Relation-

ships should be 

based on love — 

don’t mix religion 

and politics.”
Kim Belk, 

Williamsburg 

“I’m proud of the 

bishop. [His posi-

tion] is perfect.”

Maureen Cantone, 

Carroll Gardens

“Churches don’t 

have to be in-

volved in politics. 

I don’t think that 

the church should 

be saying these 

things.”
Humberto Chavez, 

Sunset Park

“Everybody 

should be able to 

get married, no 

matter who it is.”

Richard Martinez, 

Dyker Heights

“I don’t think that the [bishop] 

should be saying these things,” 

said Humberto Chavez, a mem-

ber of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

in Sunset Park. “I don’t think the 

church should be involved in pol-

itics.”
DiMarzio announced his 

edict two days after Gov. An-

drew Cuomo signed the bill le-

advised parishes and schools to 

refuse any awards or honors from 

state officials who supported the 

measure, and barred them from 

appearing at special events such 

as graduations, though not from 

attending religious services.

Shortly after his proclamation 

was released, Our Lady of Mt. 

Carmel’s parish school in Wil-

liamsburg returned a $50 schol-

arship check from Assemblyman 

Joe Lentol (D–Williamsburg), a 

gay nups supporter.

The controversial position also 

sparked an outcry from marriage 

equality advocates, many of whom 

are  planning a celebration at Bor-

A planned revamp for the base of Atlantic Avenue will help prevent 

the “Frogger” style escape people face when they leave Pier 6.

Panel approves more pedestrian-friendly entrance to park

bound traffic on Columbia Street. 

of Atlantic Avenue across from Fur-

man Street will be replaced with a pe-

destrian plaza giving parkgoers stuck 

walking along the Pier 7 fence more 

room to navigate.

at Atlantic Ave and the park entrance 

and a pedestrian island will be built in 

the middle of Atlantic Avenue, between 

Columbia and Furman streets.

will be built on the north side of Atlan-

tic Avenue at the BQE on-ramp. 

The B63 bus will also no longer make 

a U-turn at the base of Atlantic Ave-

nue and instead be rerouted onto park 

roadways, city officials said. 

Since the southern leg of Brooklyn 

By Daniel Bush

The Brooklyn Paper

Get ready for a tidal wave of traffic 

on Pacific Street.

A city plan to  reroute Fourth Avenue 

traffic down Pacific  between Fourth and 

Flatbush avenues goes into effect later 

this month and the change, intended 

to unclog the triangle where Flatbush, 

Fourth and Atlantic avenues meet across 

from developer Forest City Ratner’s 

$1-billion Barclays Center, has some 

residents fearing a never-ending traf-

fic jam on small blocks nearby.

Under the  permanent change , which 

has been pushed back from July 15 to on 

or around July 29, cars headed Down-

town on Fourth Avenue will no longer 

be able to get directly to Flatbush Ave-

nue. Instead, cars headed toward cen-

tral Brooklyn can turn right onto Pacific 

Street, which will change from a one-way 

westbound to eastbound between Fourth 

and Flatbush avenues. Once down Pacific, 

cars can continue onto Flatbush.

For cars headed toward the Manhat-

Kate Briquelet

The Brooklyn Paper

Sayonara, thieves!

A local karate master is so 

fed up with muggings in Fort 

Greene Park that she’s teaching 

women to strike and snap-kick 

any attacker who comes their way 

—with martial arts classes held 

in the greenspace itself.

“Enough is enough!” said 

Beverly Bradley, a 42-year-old 

Bedford-Stuyvesant black belt 

who started to include self-de-

fense moves in all of her body-

toning classes in March. “These 

things make me crazy. You have 

KARATE CHOP 
Sensei teaches self-defense classes 

in crime-plagued Fort Greene Park

Not even reporter Kate Briquelet (right) can match Beverly Bradley’s mugger-beating skills!

Visiting Parisienne Gentry Lane places pooch Napoleon in 

a mock guillotine in the annual Bastille Day celebration on 

Smith Street on July 10. 

In the doghouse
By Alex Rush

The Brooklyn Paper

A new ice cream parlor that just 

opened on the Coney Island Board-

walk could be the first phase of an 

Italian invasion that would trans-

form the People’s Playground’s 

honky-tonk waterfront into a ha-

ven for espresso-loving brunchers 

who controls the lease wants it. 

An Italian restaurateur opened 

Coney’s Cones, a gelato cafe, on 

Saturday, and plans to open three 

more restaurants that will give the 

summer. He is leasing the space 

from Boardwalk landlord Cen-

tral Amusement International, the 

Italian company that runs Luna 

Park and took control of the strip 

last year.
 “The Boardwalk should be a 

place where you can sit outside, re-

co-owner Michele Merlo, who 

opened the shop with business 

partner Julio Gonzalez.

The duo plans to open an Ital-

ian seafood spot called Da Ponte 

(“by bridge” in English,) a yet-to-

be named beer garden, and an inter-

national food court called Mundo 

Espresso with your hot dog?

Italian shops to reshape 

Coney Island Boardwalk

(Spanish for “world”).

The Boardwalk makeover was 

 first reported  by NY1. 

The transformation sets in mo-

tion the vision of Central Amuse-

ments CEO Valerio Ferrari who 

 told us last year  that he would 

like the Boardwalk to become 

more like an Italian piazza than 

a beachfront dive.

“Why can’t you sit down with 

your newspaper and enjoy a coffee 

and the great view of the beach?” 

said Ferrari at the time.

But the news of the incom-

ing Italian invasion is an added 

blow to the old-school Board-

walk businesses who are being 

kicked out by Central Amuse-

ment this fall to make way for 

new eateries. Nine mom-and-

pops first got the boot last year, 

but most of them battled their 

evictions in court and  settled 

with Central Amusement to 

stay on for a final summer . 

The agreement stipulates that 

they cannot protest when their 

leases end on Oct. 31.

But most still insist that they 

are getting a raw deal.

“We developed a beer garden, 

so why are they bringing some-

one else in who is doing the same 

thing?” said Carl Muraco, whose 

Beer Island bar will likely be re-

placed by Merlo and Gonzalez’s 

business. “It doesn’t make any 

sense to be kicking everyone out 

to bring in the same things.”

Gonzalez and Merlo are the 

only people so far that Central 

Amusement has hired to re-Julio Gonzalez, co-owner 

of Coney’s Cones, says that 

his shop has some of the 

best ice cream and italian 

ices in town.
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By Natalie O’Neill

The Brooklyn Paper

A group of cyclists is demanding 

that the city paint bike symbols on the 

car lanes in Prospect Park in the wake 

of several bicycle crashes — and park 

officials are listening.

To clear up hazy bike-and-walk-

ing path rules — which shift during 

the park’s car-free hours — cyclists 

are circulating a petition to rejigger 

street symbols to reflect how the park 

loop is most often used.

Petitioner Mark Simpson — who 

broke his elbow in a collision with a 

rogue skater — says the street has be-

ers and rollerbladers, who simply 

don’t know the “bike lane” is actu-

ally reserved for walkers 90 percent 

of the time.

“It’s not clear at all,” Simpson said. 

“You should be able to walk into the 

park and know what to do.”

At least three “serious” accidents 

have occurred in the park this year, 

one of which involved a cyclist who 

Cyclist Mark Simpson wants safer 

conditions in Prospect Park.
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By Sarah Zornfor The Brooklyn Paper

By Aaron ShortThe Brooklyn Paper

The ‘digital divide’
Mayor’s park-Wi-Fi plan cuts off most of boro

Park Slope merchants object to new monthly truck rally

A city program to bring wireless 

Internet into the parks will only 

benefit the ultra-hip northern 

part of the borough, where Wi-Fi 

is practically everywhere already. Jennifer Aguirrie can enjoy Wi-Fi 

in Brooklyn Bridge Park, thanks 

to an initiative to get 20 city 

parks outfitted this summer.

Do trucks like these hurt local businesses? Some mer-

chants in Park Slope think so, and are objecting to a 

new monthly “Food Truck Rally” in Prospect Park.

By J.J. Despain and Aaron ShortThe Brooklyn Paper

By Alex RushThe Brooklyn Paper

By Thomas Tracy and Haru CoryneThe Brooklyn Paper

The “Yogi Berra,” part of the new East River ferry fleet, 

docks at Brooklyn Bridge Park in DUMBO.

By Daniel Ngfor The Brooklyn Paper

‘Kidnappers’ want $10,000 in 
cupcakes for toddler’s darling

David Palmer and Susannah Bortner just want son Donovan’s 

beloved teddy bear back unharmed. Someone responded to 

their “Lost” poster by posting a ransom note below it.

Ready for a charge?

WHO LOVES THE SUN? A Brooklyn designer is selling solar-powered bikinis that 

energize iPods and phones (among other things).

Designer’s solar bikini can power your iPod

Seven days he’d like to forget

By Meredith Deliso
The Brooklyn Paper

Der Kommissar [559 Fifth 
Ave. at 15th Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 788-0789].

Slope bar offers two for $6

By Natalie O’NeillThe Brooklyn Paper

nine

Samantha Bard, owner  
of Shag, does it.

Joshua Gabriel shows off the Anthony Weiner at the 

Austrian-styled bar Der Kommissar in Park Slope.

By Dan MacLeodThe Brooklyn Paper

Turns out new posts are illegal

Verizon has installed a 
new pole on historic Mil-
ton Street in Greenpoint. 
Neighbors are not happy.
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By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

A Greenwood Heights cop 
is trying to oust longtime po-
lice union head Pat Lynch as 
Lynch battles City Hall.

The Patrolmen’s Benevo-
lent Association election chal-
lenge is the first the outspoken 
union executive has faced in 
more than a decade. It is be-
ing mounted by Brian Fusco, 
a 27-year veteran of the 72nd 
Precinct, which serves Green-
wood Heights, Sunset Park, 
and Windsor Terrace, with the 

help of scandal-tarred Bronx 
cops accused of fixing tick-
ets. At a press conference on 
Tuesday in front of the pre-
cinct’s station house, Fusco 
said Lynch is all style and 
no substance when it comes 
to representing the NYPD’s 
24,000 rank-and-file offi-
cers.

“When Pat gets in front of 
a mic he’s very well-spoken, 
he gets very angry, he gets 
red in the face, everything 
sounds great, and he rallies 
the troops behind him,” said 

Fusco, who has been a union 
trustee for eight years. “Un-
fortunately when Pat steps 
away from the microphone, 
that’s where it ends. He never 
has a plan, never has a fol-
low-through for everything 
he says.”

Fusco and his allies, also 
including East New York 
officer and union operative 
John Giangrasso, are calling 
themselves the Strengthen the 
Shield slate, and their main 
gripe is the four and a half 
years beat cops have gone 

Bad blue blood
Cop seeking top spot in union trashes foe

ment through much of his first 
year in office.

Before DeBlasio, Lynch de-
manded that taxpayer funding 
be pulled from Fort Greene’s 
Museum of Contemporary Af-
rican Diasporan Arts over 
art he said “promotes hate” 
against police officers. And 
in 2004, when then-commis-
sioner Ray Kelly said there 
appeared to be “no justifica-
tion” for the police shooting 
of Bedford-Stuyvesant teen 
Timothy Stansbury, Jr, Lynch 
demanded that Kelly resign.

Lynch denied a role in a re-
cent citywide work slowdown 
within the NYPD, and rejected 
assertions by City Hall and 
media commentators that 
his attacks on DeBlasio are 
mostly meant to leverage a 
better contract.

Fusco was light on details 
about how he would do the job 
differently, and his slate comes 
with its own baggage, in the 
form of criminal indictments 
against his vice presidential 
candidates, Michael Hernan-
dez and Joseph Anthony. The 
two are accused in connec-

tion with the 2011 ticket-fix-
ing scandal that swept up 16 
officers. Fusco said the ongo-
ing prosecutions are another 
example of Lynch’s lacking 
leadership, and expressed 
hope that the charges will go 
away by the time the union 
ballots go out in May.

“Pat Lynch stood in front 
of the Bronx Supreme Court 
and put on a great show as 
usual, but three years later 
nothing has been done” he 
said. “We’re very optimistic 
that these officers are wrong-
fully accused. It will be taken 
care of by then and it won’t 
even be an issue.”

During the press confer-
ence, about a dozen cops came 
tearing out of the nearby sta-
tion house, hopped into cars, 
and peeled away with sirens 
blaring, as if to highlight the 
work of the beat cops Fusco 
hopes to represent.

“As you can see this is a 
dangerous job, and that’s the 
exact reason we’re here,” he 
said, a police helicopter whir-
ring overhead.

Officer Brian Fusco outlines his plan to run against 
police union chief Pat Lynch in a press conference in 
Sunset Park on Tuesday.
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following a grand jury’s De-
cember decision not to indict 
the cop who killed Gowanus 
native Eric Garner, he did not 
comment directly on the case, 
but related telling his teen-
age son, who is mixed-race, 

to be careful around the po-
lice. DeBlasio also hired Bill 
Bratton, pioneer of CompStat 
and so-called “broken win-
dows policing,” to the post of 
police commissioner, and ef-
fusively praised the depart-

By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

Martin Luther King, Jr. 
would have plenty to keep 
him busy in Brooklyn these 
days.

That was the message of 
the pols who took the stage 
at the Brooklyn Academy 
of Music on Monday for the 
29th annual tribute to King 
on Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Day. Apparently referenc-
ing recent criticism by po-
lice unions, Mayor DeBlasio 
said there is nothing wrong 
with peaceful protest like the 
kind King advocated.

“There is no contradic-
tion between public safety 
and fairness,” he said. “The 
society we aspire to create, 
in the image of Dr. King, is a 
society where everyone feels 
safe and respected. Is safe 
and treated fairly.”

Invoking the protests that 
gripped the city late last year 
following the non-indictment 
of police officers in Fergu-

son, Missouri and Staten Is-
land for the killings of un-
armed black men, DeBlasio 
said nonviolent demonstra-
tions are an effective tool for 
achieving social change.

“I know Dr. King would 
talk to us about the power of 
peaceful protest,” he said. 
“His movement worked. It 
was transcendent. It changed 
the hearts and minds of peo-
ple across the country.”

Adams, who officiated the 
event, took a shot at the Pa-
trolmen’s Benevolent Associ-
ation and its head, Pat Lynch, 
during his introduction of 
the mayor, saying the con-
versation DeBlasio said he 
had with his son Dante, who 
is mixed-race, about being 
careful when dealing with 
police officers was totally 
valid.

“Unions will always fight 
for their members, but they 
should never get it twisted. 
When it’s time to determine 
which policies are going to 

Celebrating King in Kings County
Brooklyn Academy of Music holds 29th Martin Luther King Day bash

impact the people of the 
city of New York, I did not 
elect the PBA. I elected the 
mayor,” Adams said. “No 
matter how difficult it was 

for some people to absorb 
his testimony about his son, 
that was a conversation he 
felt he needed. Remember, 
he didn’t adopt Dante. That’s 

his seed.”
Between musical perfor-

mances by the New York Fel-
lowship Mass Choir and San-
dra Saint Victor and Oya’s 
Daughter other pols spoke 
about King’s enduring legacy 
and the importance of con-
tinuing to work towards his 
goals. Sen. Charles Schumer 
(D–New York) read from 
King’s “Letter from Bir-
mingham Jail,” them urged 
the audience to stop waiting, 
a key refrain in the text.

“Let us not wait. Let us 
move forward. Let us cre-
ate a more just America,” 
he said.

The polarizing and fiery 
intellectual Cornel West gave 
the keynote speech for the 
event. 

He closed out the cere-
mony with a plea for unity.

“We are all in this together 
Brooklyn. Let us never forget 
our dear brother,” he said.

The provocative philospher and academic Cornel 
West spoke about King’s courage and strength, and 
about how hard it is to tell the truth when it goes 
against the establishment.
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without a contract.
“Pat Lynch and his team 

have failed to get us a con-
tract in almost half a decade,” 
Fusco said. “There is no rea-
son policemen who put them-
selves in harm’s way every 
day should be walking around 
for almost five years without 
a contract. It is completely un-
acceptable.”

Lynch has been president 
of the union since 1999, and 
Fusco’s insurgent campaign 
is the first election challenge 
since 2003, when Lynch de-
feated an opponent by 70 per-
cent. Contract negotiations re-
cently went to arbitration.

Lynch has made interna-
tional headlines during the 
past month by blaming Mayor 
DeBlasio for the murder of 
two police officers in Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant, saying he and 
anti-police-brutality protest-
ers had blood on their hands. 
During his mayoral campaign, 
DeBlasio pledged to rein in 
the use of the controversial 
stop, question, and frisk tactic; 
as mayor he aligned himself 
with Rev. Al Sharpton; and 
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NEED MONEY FOR COLLEGE? 

FOR INFO & TKTS: 718.282.8041 OR 718.636.4100

(718) 339-8900  |  3024 Quentin Road, Brooklyn, NY 11234  |  www.marineparkfh.com

Marine Park
FUNERAL HOME

Our family has been committed 
to serving your family at affordable 
prices for four generations. 

At a time when experience and 
integrity are essential, know Marine 
Park Funeral Home is here for you.

   Non-Funded 
   Pre-Arrangements

   Arrangements

   Monuments

By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

It’s getting hot in here, so 
put on all your throws.

A Downtown startup is 
looking to solve the age-old 
New York problem of out-of-
control steam radiators that 
turn apartments into the Mo-
jave Desert during the winter 
with a computerized take on a 
simple concept — tossing co-
zies on them. The company’s 
founder said its system could 
have a real impact on heating 
efficiency in the city.

“What we’re doing is the 
only thing that can make a big 
difference,” said Marshall Cox, 
who lives in Brooklyn Heights 
and came up with the idea af-
ter becoming frustrated with 
the radiator in his apartment. 
“We’re incentivizing people 
not to open their windows, 
which is a huge source of 
lost energy.”

 Radiator Labs ’s device is 
supposed to trap heat from 
the radiator, and a small com-
puter and thermometer activate 
a fan to push out the hot air 
as needed, keeping the room 
at a steady temperature. The 
company is currently work-
ing on a phone app that would 
let users control the thermo-
stat remotely.

A cozy on one radiator 
is nice, but when installed 
throughout an entire build-
ing, heating becomes much 
more efficient, Cox said.

“For an individual it only 
works on a comfort value level, 
which is important,” he said. 
“But for a landlord, it can really 
save them a lot of money.”

When a whole building is 
hooked up, the cozies talk to 
each other through a mesh net-
work, and the data they gener-
ate can be used to tell the boiler 
when to turn on and off. It can 
also help identify apartments in 
the building that seem to be los-
ing heat, according to Cox.

The company is installing 
its system in about 600 apart-
ments this winter, he said, all 
of which are in buildings where 
the landlord has signed on for 
the whole property.

The New York State En-
ergy Research and Develop-
ment Authority likes the idea 
so much it is footing 60 per-
cent of the bill for the instal-
lations. The units run about 

UNDER WRAPS
High-tech radiator cover promises to 
streamline erratic apartment heating

$300 per radiator. Older boil-
ers could require an upgrade 
that costs around $5,000, but 
Cox said the money would be 
made back in less than a year 
through energy savings.

Individuals cannot yet pur-
chase a unit, but Cox is work-
ing on it.

“Everyone’s clamoring for a 
consumer version,” he said.

Help is coming through 
the  Verizon Powerful An-
swers Award , for which Ra-
diator Labs is a finalist. The 
company could win $1 mil-
lion but will receive at least 
$250,000, money Cox said 

will be poured into develop-
ing the self-service version of 
their product.

The company still has to 
make a cozy user-friendly 
enough for a person to install 
it alone, and wants to insure 
that it will work on most makes 
of radiators.

“The biggest problem we 
have is that every radiator is 
a different size,” he said. “We 
want to make something that 
my mom can install.”

Radiator Labs’s devices can 
do a lot, but they don’t mute the 
maddening clinking sounds 
that come from the pipes. They 
do dampen the hissing noise ra-
diators make when they release 
steam, though, and with the 
cozy installed, the top is cool 
enough to use as a shelf.

Techno Files
State Sen. Martin Golden 

(R–Bay Ridge) is working on 
 legislation to protect the on-
line privacy of people and 
businesses . The law would 
create a state Office of Online 
Privacy and Internet Safety 
that would develop policies to 
help combat the theft of sen-
sitive information, work with 
businesses that store the data, 
and help inform the public af-
ter a data breach occurs. It 
would also bar employers, ac-
ademic institutions, and land-
lords from requiring access to 
an individual’s social media 
accounts, and require the de-
struction of personal informa-
tion by a business once a user 
cancels her account.

• • •
Buzz is swirling about Et-

sy’s plans to hit Wall Street. 
Bloomberg News  reported last 
week  that the online market-
place for craftspeople could 
raise as much as $300 million 
with an initial public offering 
of stocks. Citing anonymous 
sources, the site says the com-
pany is working with Gold-
man Sachs and Morgan Stan-
ley and that the offering could 
come as early as this month. 
Etsy becoming a public com-
pany of that size would make a 
powerful statement about the 
health and potential of Brook-
lyn’s tech scene.

• • •
The engineers over at 

Kickstarter have been 
busy. The Greenpoint fund-
raising platform rolled out a 
new version of its mobile app 
last week, overhauling its de-
sign  for iPads and iPhones . It 
also launched a website and 
newsletter called  Happening  
that features original stories 
and interviews about Kick-
starter projects and the peo-
ple behind them. 

Eye on technology and 
innovation in Brooklyn

(Top) Rigers Qeraj, Meg Sutton, and Marshall Cox 
of Radiator Lab work on their radiator cozy out of 
the New York City Accelerator for a Clean and Re-
newable Economy in MetroTech. (Above) The cover 
traps heat created by the radiator and holds onto it 
until the room is cool enough to need it.
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By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

Get ready for some mon-
key business.

World-renowned chim-
panzee expert Jane Goodall 
is coming to the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music in April 
for a lecture called “Sow-
ing the Seeds of Hope.” She 
will talk about her new book, 
“Seeds of Hope: Wisdom and 
Wonder from the World of 
Plants,” as well as her work 
with primates.

Goodall gained notori-
ety in the 1960s through her 
study of chimpanzee behav-
ior in Gombe Stream National 
Park in Tanzania. Her find-
ings questioned conventional 
understandings of primate be-
havior by noting emotional 
and social interactions that 
were previously thought to be 

Jane Goodall coming to BAM

unique to humans. She also 
discovered that chimps en-
gage in primitive tool-mak-
ing, using twigs as an imple-

ment to capture and consume 
insects.

She founded the Jane 
Goodall Institute in 1977 to 

help fund her research and to 
protect chimpanzees and their 
habitats. She also started an 
environmental conservancy 
group for young people called 
Roots and Shoots in 1991, and 
became a United Nations Mes-
senger of Peace in 2002.

Goodall’s new book fo-
cuses on her love of plants 
and what can be done to pro-
tect our environment.

Tickets went on sale Jan. 
20.

“Sowing the Seeds of 
Hope: An Evening with Dr. 
Jane Goodall” at Brooklyn 
Academy of Music’s How-
ard Gilman Opera House 
[30 Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and Saint 
Felix Street in Fort Greene, 
(718) 636–4100, www.bam.
org]. April 15 at 8 pm. $30, 
$45, $65, or $85.

Jane Goodall started studying chimpanzee behav-
ior in the 1960s and revolutionized the way scientists 
see primates — and will speak at BAM in April.
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I have always told my 
daughters to call upon 
the police when they need 

help and to speak to officers 
with respect, but now that 
my girls are older, they can 
understand additional guide-
lines to follow when inter-
acting with the police:

• Don’t piss off an offi-
cer; the officer has all the 
power.

• Don’t do anything to 
frighten an officer because 
the officer has a gun and 
you don’t.

• Never assume the police 
see a situation the same way 
you do. 

• An officer depends on 
controlling a situation for ev-
eryone’s safety; so don’t make 
the officer feel like he’s los-
ing control.

A cautious approach to the NYPD

By Scott Sager

The 
Dad

• If you are ever 
in custody, don’t 
say more than you 
absolutely must 
until you call me 
and you have a 
lawyer present to 
protect you.

• Your impor-
tant goal is to manage the 
situation, so keep your mouth 
shut, be polite, don’t argue, 
and do what you’re told.

I’ve tried to coach my 
daughters on approaching 
the police much like teach-
ers or employers, that it is 
important to understand the 
dynamics of a situation, who 
has the power, what perspec-
tive each person brings to the 
table and what you are try-
ing to accomplish.

What gives the police so 
much power in every situa-
tion, and what makes me try 
to teach my girls so much 
caution, is that it seems New 
York’s Finest, and police in 
many other cities, shield each 
other from the consequences 
of any questionable act or 
wrong decision made. 

The cops who stop by our 
local pizza place, standing 
around eating their slices, 
chatting to the guys who have 

been serving pies to my kids 
their whole lives, in those mo-
ments the officers feel like 
part of our community. If a 
situation got out of hand and 
one of them acted out of line, 
I question whether she would 
be held accountable.

I think this is what Mayor 
DeBlasio was trying to tell 
his son — not to say all po-
lice officers are bad or do 
bad things, but that there is 
a right way to handle your-
self when dealing with po-
lice and a wrong way. One 
will, hopefully, keep you safe, 
and the other may not turn 
out so well. 

I have tremendous re-
spect and give thanks every-
day for the thousands wear-
ing blue who serve the city 
with honor and diligence, but 

I also harbor no illusion that 
if one of my daughters, white 
girls with no record, got into 
some mix-up with some cops, 
it could turn out badly for 
her. If an officer acted in-
appropriately, I believe there 
would be little recourse for 
my daughter and no support 
from any other officer.

Until every officer acts 
as if their honor and pride 
in their job depends on the 
honesty and integrity of ev-
ery other man and woman on 
the force, until they act as if 
my children, and every other 
teenager in the city, must be 
treated fairly, safely, and rea-
sonably in every interaction, 
I will sadly continue to teach 
my girls caution whenever 
they come into contact with 
the NYPD.

I
f there’s one thing Brooklyn 
knows these days, it’s how 
quickly these newfangled 

fads and trends can come and 
go. Are we still on board with 
Sriracha being good? I hope 
so. That stuff can 
make a chunk of 
days-old bread in 
an alleyway dump-
ster taste like, well, 
moldy Sriracha. 
Delicious.

T h r o u g h o u t 
the NBA’s his-
tory, trends in how to run a 
team have also flitted in and 
out. (You might be thinking, 
Crummy, you’re a damn pi-
geon, what do you know about 
NBA history? Pigeons live 
what, five years on average? 
Not me, buddy. On year 27 
right now, and looking a lot 
better than Jimi Hendrix or 

Janis Joplin at this juncture. 
The world record is supposed 
to be 35. I might not get there, 
but it won’t be from a lack of 
drinking or smoking.)

And in the league right now, 

the fad of outright tanking is 
en vogue. Tanking, for the un-
initiated, is a franchise putting 
a team on the floor that is so 
bad it simply has to lose based 
on science, with the goal of 
getting the highest draft pick 
possible at the end of a mis-
erable season. The Philadel-
phia 76ers, the tankers-in-

Trading up
Crummy mulls unloading 
some of Nets’ dead weight

Brett Brown knows his general 
manager Sam Hinkie doesn’t 
want him to win basketball 
games. He’ll pick his spots to 
try to reel off a couple wins 
for the fan-base, but ultimately 
his job is not to win with his 
current team.

Heading into Wednes-
day’s game in Sacramento, 
the Nets lost eight of the pre-
vious nine games, including 
a game against the aforemen-
tioned Sixers. 

At first glance, there would 
appear to be no reason Brook-
lyn shouldn’t join its neighbors 
to the south in a race to the 
bottom. Sure, if the Nets stay 
the course and regain some 
momentum, they might still 
scrape into the playoffs since 
they compete in the raging 
trash-can fire known as the 
Eastern Conference. But does 
anyone expect them to do any-
thing in the postseason?

The sticking point, of 
course, is that the Nets weren’t 
built to lose. At the behest of 
his Russian overlord, general 
manager Billy King mort-
gaged the team’s future to try 
to win immediately upon ar-
riving in Brooklyn. As a re-
sult, the Nets’ first-round pick 

this year is scheduled to be 
swapped with Atlanta’s, as-
suming Atlanta — which 
currently holds the best re-
cord in the East — ends up 
with the better record at the 
end of the season. Essentially, 
any losing the Nets do at the 
moment only increases the 
value of Atlanta’s draft pick, 
not Brooklyn’s.

That’s where trades come 
in, and the coordination be-
tween King and Nets coach 
Lionel Hollins needs to be 
ironed out. 

All the rumors I’ve heard 
around the Rust Bowl indi-
cate the Nets could ship off 
Deron Williams and Brook 
Lopez and get draft picks in 
return. But with D-Will work-
ing through injuries, it might 
take a while to convince an-
other team that he’s healthy 
enough to jump in and help 
guide their squad for the rest 
of the year.

Lopez, on the other hand, 
is healthy and rolling. He’s 
averaged 15 points and 7 re-
bounds in just 25 minutes this 
month. The problem is, Hollins 
has made no bones about the 
fact that he doesn’t like Lo-
pez, telling reporters that his 

star center — who now comes 
off the bench — needs to im-
prove in rebounding, passing, 
and playing defense. So, uh, 
the game of basketball. Then, 
earlier this month, he called 
Lopez lazy for not hustling 
after a loose ball.

As an observer from the raf-
ters for the last three years, I 
can confirm that none of what 
Hollins is saying about the Big 
Lug is untrue. But when you’re 
trying to trade a guy, I’m pretty 
sure you’re not supposed to 
badmouth him. 

If I’m trading a cigarette for 
a swig of Thunderbird at a lo-
cal storm drain, I don’t men-
tion that it might be a menthol 
until after I’ve had my fill. 
Unless King and Hollins get 
on the same page, they’re go-
ing to keep tripping over each 
other like my cousin Sal and I 
after a night at Freddy’s.

So, my message to the brass 
at Barclays is this: get with 
the trends, guys. Decide if 
you want to win or lose this 
year and stick with it. There’s 
no use in being the only kid 
wearing an ironic bucket hat 
in five years.

chief these last couple years, 
probably keep the team bus 
running outside so they can 
dip out in the event the refs 

take mercy on them and call 
the game early.

This increasingly brazen 
gaming of the system has cre-

ated a new level of coordina-
tion between a team’s general 
manager and coach. In Phil-
adelphia, for example, coach 

Flagrant
Fowl

with Crummy the Pigeon

Deron Williams is actually doing all right these days, but his coach isn’t con-
vinced he should come off the bench.
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Surprising, but true. Now there’s a different kind of health insurance company. One where real people called CareConnectors give 
you VIP treatment every step of the way. They answer the phones, can make doctors’ appointments for you (on your schedule)  
and help out with billing so you can just focus on getting well and staying that way. Still skeptical?

See for yourself. Call toll-free 855-558-5959. GetCareConnect.com

Real people answer the phone at  
a health insurance company? Yeah.  
When 8-tracks make a comeback.
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