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Your Neighborhood  — Your News®

Prospect Park Zoo ���������	
Year of the Sheep 2015

This Chinese Theater Works production 
was paid in part with funds from the New 
York State Council on the Arts and the New 
York City Department of Cultural Affairs.

Join us for a Chinese cultural celebration dedicated to animals and good fortune! 
Meet our sheep and enjoy traditional performances by a local theater group, 
ChineseTheatre Works. Other special activities include calligraphy workshop and 
special crafts.  

  Saturday February 21 and Sunday February 22, 11am – 4pm throughout the Zoo
For more information visit 
prospectparkzoo.com

Fishnet rocking
Kai Altair performed at the Mermaid Lagoon party in Bushwick last 
week. The costume party raised money for aquatic environmental 
causes. For the full story, see page 13.
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By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Concerns about cancer-causing chem-
icals released by a massive warehouse 
fire that is still smoldering on the Wil-
liamsburg waterfront are overblown, of-
ficials said at a town-hall meeting on 
Monday night.

Health, fire, and sanitation depart-
ment officials gathered to tell Williams-
burg and Greenpoint residents not to 
worry about the smoke that blanketed 
the neighborhoods for several days as 
the fire raged in the CitiStorage facility 
on Kent Avenue between N. 10th and 
N. 11th streets. The toxicity was limited 
to  the first day , Jan. 31, and is a drop 
in the bucket compared to all the foul 
stuff Brooklynites breathe in every day, 
a health department honcho said.

“The air was unhealthful for a day, 
but these are the kinds of events that 
happen throughout the year as a result 
of us being bathed in air pollution,” said 
Daniel Kass, a deputy commissioner for 
the department.

The meeting was called in response 
to  outcry from activists who said the 
city botched the response  by waiting 14 
hours to notify locals to stay indoors with 
their windows closed. Kass acknowl-
edged that was a screw-up.

“The air quality was bad earlier in the 
day and it would have been better to get 
that advisory out earlier,” he said. 

The agitated locals are also demand-
ing the city test for dioxins, which are 
carcinogenic, in the ash left by the fire. 
But officials said that the chemicals are 
everywhere, and would show up in tests 
whether or not there had been a fire. That 
didn’t satisfy one organizer.

“We do not want to just hear that it is 
okay,” said activist Emily Gallagher, a 
board member of the group Neighbors 
Allied for Good Growth.  

POURING WATER ON IT
City seeks to extinguish Williamsburg health worries over fi re

A petition calling for the city to in-
vestigate its response to this fire and to 
develop new major-fire-response pro-
tocol going forward has garnered 1,761 
signatures. It also demands that the city 
record and publicize air-quality data. 
Gallagher said the data is key to under-
standing toxins’ long-term effects.

“We want actual data so that we know 
what is safe now and what will be safe 
10 years from now,” she said.

Fire officials at the meeting said it 
will be several more weeks before in-
vestigators determine the cause and or-
igin of the fire.

Firefighters battle the blaze that 
engulfed the CitiStorage facility 
on Kent Avenue in Williamsburg.
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Williamsburg Democrat district leader Nick Rizzo sounds off to city 
officials about concerns that the fire coated the area in toxins.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
St

ef
an

o 
G

io
va

nn
in

i

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

The state is shelling out $545,000 
in taxpayer money to settle the sex-
ual-harassment lawsuit brought by 
two one-time aides of former as-
semblyman and Brooklyn Demo-
cratic boss Vito Lopez, according 
to the plaintiffs’ lawyer.

The settlement ends the court 

proceedings against Lopez, who an 
Assembly panel said groped, tried 
to kiss, and made lecherous com-
ments to the two women, Victoria 
Burhans and Chloe Rivera. Lopez 
is on the hook for a mere $35,000 
towards the settlement. 

In a statement, Burhans and Ri-
vera said they were glad to end 
two years of investigation and 

litigation.
“We are pleased to have reached 

a resolution,” they wrote. “We hope 
our ordeal will serve as a strong 
reminder to New York’s legisla-
tors that they are accountable for 
their behavior. All women should 
be treated with respect and dignity, 
not as sex objects or as problems 
to be handled and silenced.”

A state ethics panel  stripped 
Lopez of his seniority and hous-
ing committee chairmanship  in 
2012, costing him thousands a 
year. He stepped down from his 
post as  Brooklyn Democratic boss 
the following week , but he did not 
 resign as assemblyman until 2013 , 
ending 27 years in office. He ran 
a shadow campaign for Council 

that fall, making no public appear-
ances, but raising money and put-
ting his name on the ballot. 

Now-indicted former Assem-
bly speaker Sheldon Silver drew 
flak in 2012 for secretly paying 
$100,000 in taxpayer cash as  hush 
money to two other Lopez sexual-
harassment accusers .

In December, before the settle-

ment, Lopez claimed to be too sick 
to attend a court deposition, but a 
New York Post report revealed he 
had  attended the wedding of the 
granddaughter of a prominent Ha-
sidic rabbi a month prior . 

State officials still have to ap-
prove the settlement, the plain-
tiffs’ lawyer said. Lopez and his 
lawyer did not return calls.

‘Grope’ payout for two Lopez aides
Taxpayers ponying up half a million to end harassment suit against former Bklyn boss

Vito Lopez has cost taxpay-
ers big-time — again — for 
his allegedly gross behavior.

By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

The watchdog group that is 
tasked with monitoring construc-
tion at the mega-development for-
merly known as Atlantic Yards is 
finally on the job, and it includes 
several people who have long histo-
ries of supporting the project.

The Atlantic Yards Commu-
nity Development Corporation 
held its first meeting last Friday, 
more than a month after it was 
supposed to first get together. The 
new board was formed as part of 
a deal reached last June between 
community groups and the devel-
opers. The deal is meant to speed 
construction of below-market-rate 
housing in the planned 16-tower 
complex. 

One of the activists involved in 
the creation of the new group said 
that it is a step towards meaning-
ful community input.

“This is definitely a sign of 
change,” said Gib Veconi, a mem-
ber of Brooklyn Speaks and the 

Prospect Heights Neighborhood 
Development Council. “It’s the 
first time I’ve seen a room full 
of the stakeholders actually having 
a discussion about how to move 
forward.”

The panel lacks enforcement 
power and answers to the Empire 
State Development Corporation, 
the state agency managing the de-
velopment. 

Nine of the 14 board members 
were chosen by Gov. Cuomo, and 
many have previous ties to the proj-
ect. They including Joe Chan, 
the former head of the  Down-
town Brooklyn Partnership and 
 former  Brooklyn Chamber of 
Commerce president Ken Ad-
ams , both of Empire State De-
velopment, and Sharon Daughtry, 
head of the Downtown Brooklyn 
Neighborhood Alliance. Adams 
is soon to take over as Cuomo’s 
tax commissioner. 

Daughtry is a signatory to the 
development’s  community-bene-
fits agreement . She is also an ally 

New Atlantic Yards watchdogs on the job
But oversight body includes Forest City Ratner allies, and can’t enforce rules

A planned Atlantic Yards condo building on Vanderbilt Av-
enue is one of 16 towers that are set to transform Prospect 
Heights in coming decades.

Ken Adams, pictured here back when he was head of the 
Chamber of Commerce, is now charged with monitoring 
Atlantic Yards construction for the new subsidiary of the 
Empire State Development Corporation.

of Ratner, whose company paid 
 at   least   three  of the groups that 
signed, including Daughtry’s. 

The new board is supposed to 
monitor the developers’ compli-
ance with construction-timeline 
commitments that demand the dis-
counted housing be  completed by 
2025 or face fines  — and the mit-
igation of the effects of construc-
tion on the surrounding residen-
tial blocks of Prospect Heights. It 
is also tasked with acting as a go-
between for the developers, local 
community groups, elected offi-
cials, and public agencies.

Mayor DeBlaiso, former As-
sembly Speaker Sheldon Silver, 
state Senate president Dean Skelos, 
Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Vi-
verito, and Borough President Ad-
ams got one appointment each for 
the board. Adams’s pick was Ber-
tha Lewis, former head of the now-
disbanded activist group Acorn, 
and another signatory to the 
community-benefits agreement. 
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See YARDS  on page 12
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From investing  
to advising. 
We’re here for you.

When you walk into your local 

Schwab branch, you can count on 

getting the help you need to achieve 

your goals—from banking to 

investing to retirement planning. 

Drop by our local branch anytime for 

a professional assessment of where 

you are now and where to go next.

Get branch  
information.

Teresa Cruz 
V.P., Financial Consultant

Brooklyn Branch 
100 7th Avenue 

Suite 100B 
Brooklyn, NY 11215 

(718) 230-1682

By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

A rookie cop is facing more 
than 15 years in prison for 
shooting and killing an un-
armed Red Hook man in an 
East New York public hous-
ing development.

Prosecutors charged Of-
ficer Peter Liang with man-
slaughter, negligent homi-
cide, reckless endangerment, 
and official misconduct on 
Wednesday afternoon. Li-
ang, having turned himself 
in that morning, pleaded not 
guilty and a judge released 
him without bail.

An assistant district at-
torney said that in patrolling 
with his gun out in a Louis 
H. Pink Houses stairwell, 
shooting Akai Gurley with-
out warning, and allegedly 
failing to notify emergency 
responders or attend to Gur-
ley for several minutes, Li-
ang was woefully derelict in 
his duties.

“The defendant con-
sciously ignored his train-
ing, and as a result Akai Gur-
ley is dead,” prosecutor Marc 
Fliedner said.

Liang fired the fatal shot 
on Nov. 20, felling Gurley 
as he entered the stairwell 
one story below. Gurley, an 
occasional model and father 
of a two-year-old, was set to 
begin a job with the Hous-
ing Authority. He died later 
that night.

Police Commissioner Bill 
Bratton has described him 
as “a total innocent.” Dis-

Day of reckoning
Cop facing more than 15 years for death

trict Attorney Ken Thomp-
son drove the point home on 
Wednesday.

“He had done absolutely 
nothing wrong,” Thompson 
said. “He was more than just 
a name that appeared in the 
newspapers.”

Appearing in court in 
a dark suit, Liang stared 
straight ahead, face blank, 
as the prosecutor read the 
charges. As he left the court-
room, members of Gurley’s 
family chanted, demanding 
that he be jailed.

“He ain’t even in hand-
cuffs,” one member of the 
crowd yelled.

In addition to the charges 
relating to the shooting, prose-
cutors also slapped Liang with 
two misdemeanor counts for 
his alleged behavior directly 
after he pulled the trigger. Li-
ang and his partnered argued 
for four crucial minutes be-
fore they called their super-
visor, and even then failed to 
provide first aid, leaving Gur-
ley for at least 10 minutes as 
a friend attempted to revive 

him, Fliedner alleged. Upon 
arriving on the scene ahead of 
an ambulance, other officers 
leapt into action, trying to 
save him, Fliender said.

The first thing Liang said 
after shooting Gurley, accord-
ing to Fliedner, was “I’m go-
ing to be fired.”

Speaking with reporters 
following the arraignment, a 
lawyer for Liang denied that 
the officer had uttered those 
words, and defended the time 
that elapsed between Liang 
shooting and calling his boss. 
He said Liang’s reaction was 
one of a man in shock.

“Despite the spin any-
one wants to put on it, this 
was an accident,” said Ste-
phen Worth, Liang’s attor-
ney. “They initially did noth-
ing because obviously it was 
a shocking circumstance. He 
took a moment to talk to his 
partner and decide what to 
do.”

Thompson said the in-
dictment was a result of an 
intensive investigation, but 
urged people not to see it as 
a condemnation of the Po-
lice Department, revenge 
for Gurley’s death, or a re-
sponse to other recent high 
profile grand-jury decisions 
declining to indict officers 
who killed unarmed black 
men.

“There are no winners 
here,” Thompson said. “This 
had nothing to do with Fer-
guson, Eric Garner, or any 
other case.”

The indictment was wel-
come news to Gurley’s fam-
ily, but they pledged not to 
rest until they see Liang be-
hind bars.

“I want to see a convic-
tion,” said Parise Blake, Gur-
ley’s cousin, as she stood out-
side the courthouse. “We need 
justice.”

Officer Peter Liang surrenders to police in Down-
town Brooklyn to face manslaughter charges in the 
shooting death of Akai Gurley.
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Icy hot 
Susan Tang coaxed an an-
gry, wet cat from its hid-
ing place under a car af-
ter the cat was doused in 
firefighting efforts. FDNY 
personnel rescued an el-
derly couple as flames tore 
through the third floor of 
a an apartment building 
on Prospect Park West 
at Seventeenth Street on 
Tuesday morning.P
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IF YOU THINK 
YOU NEED TO GO TO 
MANHATTAN FOR 

 GREAT MEDICAL CARE, 
WE’VE GOT A BRIDGE 

TO SELL YOU.

It’s no big surprise—Brooklyn has it all. Including world-class medical care throughout the borough.  

NYU Langone Medical Center has more than 12 locations with physicians across all specialties—along with a new ER.  

To find the right NYU Langone specialist for you, call 888.7.NYU.MED or visit nyulangone.org.

NYU LANGONE HAS MORE THAN 
12 LOCATIONS IN BROOKLYN.  

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–DUMBO
–Boerum Hill–Downtown

Someone used a Front 
Street man’s checking account 
to purchase a pricey car last 
July, and the victim only just 
reported it, cops said.

The victim, who lives be-
tween Washington and Adams 
streets, said someone stole 
$23,193.31 from his check-
ing account on July 24 at 9 
am, and used it to purchase 
a 2015 BMW ride. He re-
ported the crime on Jan. 31, 
police said.

Park and ride
An opportunist drove off 

in a man’s sports utility ve-
hicle after he left it running 
with the doors unlocked on 
Cadman Plaza West on Jan. 
31, the authorities said.

The victim said he left his 
Land Rover running between 
Pierrepont and Clinton streets 
at 4:30 am. He returned five 
minutes later and his ride was 
gone, police said.

Security footage shows the 
car heading down Cadman to-
wards Montague Street, ac-
cording to a police report.

Shove and take
A lowlife pushed a teen to 

the ground and stole his phone 
on Nevins Street on Jan. 28, 
cops said.

The 13-year-old said he was 
between Schermerhorn and 

State streets at 6:10 pm, talk-
ing on his cellphone, when 
the bully rushed up from be-
hind and shoved him to the 
ground.

The tough then took the 
kid’s phone and took off on 
Nevins towards Atlantic Av-
enue, police said.

In a bad spot
Police arrested a man who 

they say attacked a delivery-
truck driver with a baton in 
MetroTech Center on Jan. 28, 
following a dispute over where 
the driver could park.

The victim said he got into 
an argument with the suspect 
at 8:45 pm near the corner of 
Lawrence Street and Metro-
Tech Roadway over where he 
could leave his wheels.

The suspect allegedly 
pulled out a retractable ba-
ton during the dispute and 
whacked the victim in the 
back of the head, according 
to a police report.

School’s out
A group of toughs followed 

a kid from the train and stole 
his cellphone on Montague 
Street at Cadman Plaza West 
on Jan. 28, police said.

The 13-year-old said he 
got off the train at the Bor-
ough Hall Station at 3:48 pm, 
and saw the treacherous trio 
lurking near the turnstile. The 
fiends followed him and one 
asked for the time, NYPD of-
ficials said. 

Street at 9:55 am. 
He realized he had left his 

billfold five minutes later, and 
returned to find it gone, cops 
said.

The wallet contained 
four credit cards and a debit 
card, according to a police 
report.

— Matthew Perlman

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Heavy metal
A gunman held up a res-

ident of the fourth floor of 
a Centre Mall apartment 
building on Feb. 3 as the 
man took out his garbage, 
cops said.

The victim was tossing 
trash into an incinerator chute 
of the building between Henry 
and Clinton streets at 7:20 am 
when the bandit approached 
him, black handgun drawn, 
and demanded he fork over 
his money, according to a re-
port.

The victim turned his wal-
let over, with $60 inside, and 
the robber emptied the bill-
fold of cash and took off run-
ning, police said.

Special delivery
Cops collared a deliv-

ery man who they say stole 
the motorized bike of a fel-
low comrade-in-delivery on 
Huntington Street on Jan. 31, 
according to cops.

Both runners showed up 
to the same building between 
Smith and Court streets at 
8:50 pm, bearing food for 
separate apartments, po-
lice said. 

The victim took a little 
longer with his transaction, 
and when he left the build-
ing he found his $1,420 mo-
torized bike had vanished, a 
report says.

Officers located the sus-
pect with the bike outside 
a Court Street restaurant at 
10:44 pm later that night, and 
slapped bracelets on him af-
ter he admitted to stealing it, 
police said.

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Child’s play
Cops collared a 14-year-

old boy who they say swiped 
an iPhone 6 from a woman 
on a Manhattan-bound 2 or 
3 train on Jan. 28.

The woman sat down on 
the train around 5 pm, and 
shortly thereafter, two teens 
snatched her phone and ran 
off, officers said.

The victim later used an app 
to track the phone to Grand 
Army Plaza, and later to Sara-
toga Avenue in Brownsville, 
where police arrested the sus-
pected delinquent, according 
to a report.

Take a sweat
A ne’er-do-well swiped a 

woman’s purse from the locker 
room of a gym on Flatbush Av-
enue on Feb. 1, police said.

The victim left her bag on 
a bench in the fitness cen-
ter between Sterling Place 
and Carlton Avenue at noon, 
and when she returned for 
it, it had vanished, a report 
says.

The bag was worth $100 
and contained $500 in cash, 
according to the authorities.
 — Noah Hurowitz

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Masked bandit
A goon wearing a ski mask 

robbed a Fifth Avenue store 
on Feb. 7, cops said.

The fiend barged into the 
store between 85th and 86th 
streets in Bay Ridge between 
12:55 am and 1:05 am, de-
manded the cash, and fled 
with $400, a police report 
says.

Cellar door
A prowler pried into a 

70th Street basement and 
took $1,349 worth of power 
tools between Feb. 3 and 
Feb. 4, according to the au-
thorities.

The burglar busted into 
the building between 12th 
and 13th avenues in Dyker 
Heights between 4 pm on 
Tuesday and 7:10 am the next 
day, police said.

Purse pinched
A jerk took a woman’s un-

attended purse from a super-
market at the corner of Eighth 
Avenue and 64th Street in Bay 
Ridge on Jan. 10, NYPD of-
ficials said.

The victim set her purse 
down and went into the john 
at 3 pm, but when she re-
turned, the purse contain-
ing $300, credit cards, and 
an iPhone 6 was gone, ac-
cording to cops.

Fake-out
A scammer conned a 

woman out of $1,150 be-

tween Jan. 24 and Jan. 29, 
officers said. 

The grifter posted an ad 
for an apartment on Senator 
Street between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues in Bay Ridge, 
and the victim wired the guy 
cash to rent the pad — only 
to find out later that the guy 
took the money and ran, a re-
port says. — Max Jaeger

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

On the record
A would-be burglar was 

thwarted when a manager 
came upon him inside a N. 
Ninth Street record store 
on the morning of Feb. 5, 
cops said.

The manager of the store 
between Kent and Wythe av-
enues said that he arrived at 
9 am and found a stranger 
inside, peering at items of 
merchandise. The intruder 
ran out before the manager 
could call police, according 
to a report.

The worker later found 
that the prowler had broken 
in through the side door. 

Eagle pries
Someone broke into a 

woman’s Eagle Street apart-
ment on Feb. 6 and stole her 
stuff, officers said.

The victim said she was 
away from her pad between 
Franklin and Manhattan 
Avenue from 8:30 am un-
til 2:30 pm.

When she arrived back, 
her front door was open and 
the crook or crooks had sto-
len her electronic tablet, jew-
elry, watch, and a wad of 
cash.

Self-service
A sneak snatched a wom-

an’s wallet off of a Green-
point Avenue gas station 
counter on Feb. 7, accord-
ing to the authorities.

The victim said that she 
arrived the gas station be-
tween Jewel and Moultrie 
streets at 1:55 pm, and when 
she went to pump the gas, 
she left her billfold at the 
counter. 

When she went back in a 
few minutes later she found 
her wallet missing, law en-
forcement officials said.

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Bushwick

Shot in the light
An unknown assailant 

shot a man in the lower back 
on Ten Eyck Walk on Feb. 
5, cops said.

The 53-year-old victim 
took the slug inside the lobby 
of a residential building be-
tween Bushwick Avenue and 
Humboldt Street at 11:30 am, 
according to a report.

Police say the victim was 
uncooperative.

Don’t cry for me
A pair of bullies stole a 

guy’s wallet on Morgan Av-
enue on Feb. 5 — after men-
acing him with a knife and 
demanding he hold back his 
tears, cops said.

The victim said he was 
near Thames Street at 11:30 
pm when two goons wearing 
black scarves over their faces 
jabbed a knife in his.

“Don’t cry or I will kill 
you,” one of the fiends sup-
posedly hissed.

The other galoot grabbed 
the wallet out of the victim’s 
back pants pocket and they 
both ran off, officers said. 

Fast food
A swift burglar broke 

into a S. Fourth Street res-
taurant on Feb. 8 and made 
off with a safe, a computer, 
and thousands of dollars in 
cash, a report says.

The eatery’s manager said 
that he arrived at the estab-
lishment between Wythe Av-
enue and Berry Street at 5 
am to find the safe, about 
$8,000 to $10,000, and a 
computer taken. 

Pokey
Two youngster robbed a 

teen of his phone and threat-
ened him with a “poke” on 
Humboldt Street on Feb. 4, 
officers said.

The 14-year-old vic-
tim, who walked into the 
90th Precinct station house 
with his mother to file a 
report, said he was near 
Grand Street at 3 pm when 
a younger kid asked to use 
his phone.

The victim agreed, but 
the pair started to walk off 
with the phone, according 
to a report. 

The victim protested 
and the plucky bully who 
had made the request, the 
younger of the two, fol-
lowed it up with the con-
fusing threat, cops said.

“I am going to poke 
you,” the youth suppos-
edly said.

— Danielle Furfaro

Thief buys new Beamer with man’s money

When the youngster 
stopped to give it to him, the 
goon grabbed him, another 
asked where he was going, 
and each of the three tried 
to force him to walk in dif-
ferent directions, according 
to a report. 

The dance ended when 
one scoundrel snatched his 
phone and they all scrammed 
towards Court Street, offi-
cers said.

Applegate-gate
Officers arrested a man 

who they say stole some 
chicken patties and turkey 
bacon from a Gold Street 
grocery store on Jan. 26, 
then punched the clerk in 
the stomach when he tried 
to stop him.

The clerk said he was work-
ing in the store between Con-
cord and Tillary streets at 2 
am when the suspect came 
in and grabbed two packages 
of Applegate chicken patties 
and a box of Applegate tur-
key bacon.

When the suspect tried 
to leave without paying, the 
worker confronted him and 
got a fist to the gut for his 
trouble, cops said. 

The tables turned when po-
lice showed up, according to 
the authorities.

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Cane pain
Police arrested a man who 

they say hit a woman in the 
face with a cane inside a Myr-
tle Avenue laundry room on 
Feb. 3 — because he wanted 
to sit down.

The victim said she was 
folding laundry in the build-
ing between N. Portland Ave-
nue and Saint Edwards Street 
at 3:15 pm, when the suspect 
came over and demanded she 
step aside so he could sit.

“Move, black b----,” the ac-
cused supposedly said, then 
smacked her with the staff.

Insecure
A crook swiped a Prince 

Street building’s security 
guard’s cellphone on Feb. 3 
while he slept on the job, law 
enforcement officials said.

The guard said he was in a 
chair in the office of the build-
ing between Tillary Street and 
Myrtle Avenue at 10:30 pm, 
and dozed off. 

He woke up at 6 am the 
next day to find his phone had 
been taken from his pocket, 
cops said.

Getting lifted
A man was arrested for al-

legedly attacking another man 
inside a Fulton Street eleva-
tor on Feb. 7, according to 
the authorities.

The victim said he entered 
the building between Carlton 
Avenue and Adelphi Street at 
2:45 am and climbed aboard 
the lift. 

The suspect came in behind 
him and demanded cash, of-
ficers said. 

The victim refused and the 
suspect shoved him against 
the wall and punched him 
in the jaw, the report says. 
The victim struggled with 
the suspect until police ar-
rived and arrested the fellow, 
cops said.

Picked up
A crook stole a pickup 

truck from Park Avenue 
sometime between Jan. 31 
and Feb. 4, according to a 
police report.

The owner said he parked 
his 2010 Ford F150 SuperCrew 
between Clermont Avenue 
and Adelphi Street at 11:30 
am on Jan. 31. He returned 
four days later at the same 
time, and it was gone, the re-
port says.

Ride-by taking
A cyclist snatched a cell-

phone out of a woman’s hands 
on DeKalb Avenue on Feb. 6, 
police said.

The victim said she was 
walking and text-messaging 
with both hands at 6 pm, and 
that as she reached the inter-
section of Hudson Avenue the 
bandit rode up behind her and 
grabbed the device.

The mobile malevolent kept 
riding, turning on to Hudson 
and heading towards Fulton 
Street, cops said.

Ambush
Someone shot a man three 

times as he entered a Monu-
ment Walk building on Feb. 
4, according to the author-
ities.

The victim said he was 
walking into the lobby of a 
building between Park and 
Myrtle avenues at 4:23 pm 
when the shots rang out. Bul-
lets struck the man once in 
the biceps and twice in the 
leg, police said. 

The man did not see the 
shooter, and emergency per-
sonnel took him to Bellevue 
Hospital Center for treatment, 
cops said.

Royal flush
Someone stole a man’s wal-

let after he left it inside the 
bathroom of a Fort Greene 
Place school on Feb. 7, po-
lice said.

The victim said he used the 
lavatory in the school between 
DeKalb Avenue and Fulton 

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter
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HCS HOME CARE
Phone: 1(855) 239-CARE (2273) Ask for Ron

In the Business of Caring

My loved one needs care at home....

HCS Home Care has the solution! CDPAP Program

Why CDPAP?
Our Consumer 

Directed Personal Assistance Program 
allows individuals 

more control over their caregiver services
by permitting you to choose your 

own caregiver.
 Friends    Family    Neighbors
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CLEANING
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References Available
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718-833-3508
513 72nd Street, Brooklyn
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Any Size House

With Coupon Only.
Expires 2/28/15
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With Coupon Only.
Expires 2/28/15

$250 Off
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With Coupon Only.

Expires 2/28/15
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SINCE 1979
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 Readings

Call for appointment or just stop by at 
578 Fifth Avenue, Park Slope

929–726–7921
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GABRIELA

Get 
The Answers 

You Need 
Today!

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Prosecutors indicted two 
men who they say attacked a 
transgender woman in Bush-
wick last fall, cracking her 
skull and sending her into 
a coma.

The suspects face an array 
of charges, including assault, 
weapons possession, and men-
acing, all with hate-crime en-
hancements. District Attorney 
Ken Thompson, who has cre-
ated a special division of his 
office  devoted to hate-crime 
investigations , said he is go-
ing to come down hard on 
bias-fueled violence. 

“This was a cowardly, un-
provoked and exceptionally 
vicious attack on an innocent 
person who was targeted be-
cause of her appearance,” said 
Thompson. “I must emphasize 
that hate crimes in any form, 
be they an attack on a person’s 
race, gender, sexuality or eth-
nicity, will not be tolerated.”

Police arrested Brownsville 
resident Nashawn Sonds, 25, 
in December. A grand jury in-
dicted him and a 17-year-old, 
but the indictment was sealed 
until police arrested the teen 
on Wednesday. 

On Oct. 12 of last year, the 
woman and a gay male friend 

DA charges two in anti-transgender attack
were walking on Bushwick Av-
enue near Halsey Street at 11:20 
pm when the defendants and 
one other man started follow-
ing and yelling at them, po-
lice said. 

“We do not want f------ on 
our block,” the men suppos-
edly yelled. 

Sonds then allegedly picked 
up a full garbage bag, knocked 
the victim to ground, beat her, 
and threw a piece of Plexiglass 
at her head, knocking her out, 
breaking her head open, and 
causing her to have a seizure, 
according to prosecutors.

The woman went into a 
coma and is still recovering 

from her injuries, prosecu-
tors said.

The attack was the  second 
apparent hate crime targeting 
gay and transgender people in 
Bushwick in a span of just more 
than two weeks .

Sonds’s attorney says that 
his client was not involved in 
the brutal attack.

“My client is maintaining 
his innocence,” Gregory Ze-
non said. 

Sonds is in jail on $250,000 
bail. 

The District Attorney’s 
Office expects to arraign the 
17-year-old on similar charges 
on Feb. 18. 

Brooke Cerda speaks out against anti-transgender 
violence at a rally in Bushwick last year.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
A

rt
hu

r 
D

e 
G

ae
ta

By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

The man who collapsed at 
the finish line of the Brook-
lyn Half Marathon and died 
last May had a heart condition 
and had amphetamines in his 
system at the time, according 
to the recently released results 
of an autopsy.

On May 17, John Mahaffey, 
the 31-year-old Williamsburg 
runner, laid on the ground for 
at least three minutes with-
out receiving medical atten-
tion before race medical staff 
drove him away in a golf cart. 
Paramedics did not pick him 
up in an ambulance for another 
11 minutes, according to the 
Fire Department,  calling into 
question the medical response 
of the race’s organizer, New 
York Road Runners , which 
refuses to release the details 
of Mahaffey’s treatment, cit-
ing family privacy. The reve-
lation that Mahaffey’s heart 
was stressed by drugs, hy-
pertension, and disease that 
restricted his arteries makes 
it less likely that negligence 
played a factor in his death, 
but doesn’t entirely rule it out, 
according to an expert.

“It probably is harder to 
save with amphetamines 
aboard but not impossible,” 
said Adam Singer, a professor 
in the Department of Emer-

Mystery death explained
Amphetamines, heart disease led to runner’s collapse

North Dakota School of Medi-
cine and Health Sciences.

The issue shot to the fore-
front of public attention in 
1967, when 29-year-old cy-
clist Tommy Simpson died af-
ter collapsing during the Tour 
de France, and investigators 
discovered that he had been 
using amphetamines dur-
ing the race. Amateur ath-
letes have also died in sim-
ilar circumstances, notably 
Claire Squires, a 30-year-old 
who died running a marathon 
in London in 2012. Squires 
reportedly  had no idea that 
the supplement she took con-
tained amphetamines .

Mahaffey’s heart condition 
would have made using am-
phetamines even more dan-
gerous, Geiger said. But he 
stressed that amphetamines 
are dangerous for all ath-
letes.

“The combination of in-
tense exercise with the use 
of an amphetamine is a really 
bad idea,” Geiger said.

Weiller declined to ad-
dress questions about what 
measures it takes to deter 
runners from using perfor-
mance-enhancing drugs dur-
ing its races, but said the Road 
Runners tells runners to view 
the medical guidelines on the 
group’s  website . The guide-
lines make no mention of 
drugs or medication.

This year’s Brooklyn Half, 
scheduled for May 16, has al-
ready sold out. Some of Ma-
haffey’s friends and family 
members are planning to run 
the race in his memory.

gency Medicine at Stony 
Brook University, speaking 
generally and not based on 
Mahaffey’s medical records. 
“Running and amphetamines 
are not a good mix for the 
heart.”

Mahaffey died later that 
day at Coney Island Hos-
pital, FDNY officials said. 
The cause of death was car-
diac arrhythmia, or irregu-
lar heartbeat, caused by the 
heart problems and exacer-

bated by “acute amphetamine 
intoxication,” according to the 
autopsy. Amphetamines can 
be counteracted with another 
class of drugs called benzo-
diazepines — Valium is one 
type — but Singer said these 
are usually administered at a 
hospital, not by emergency 
medical responders.

A spokesman for the Road 
Runners, which organizes 
the annual 13.1-mile run, 
would not say if race med-

ical staff is equipped with 
medications that counteract 
amphetamines, but said the 
event’s staff is always ready 
for a host of potential medi-
cal problems.

“Medical team personnel 
are stationed throughout our 
race courses and have access 
to appropriate equipment and 
medications to treat a variety 
of medical conditions,” Chris 
Weiller said.

Amphetamines are a type 
of stimulant that includes a 
number of different drugs 
used for a range of reasons. 
The attention deficit disorder 
medication Aderall is an am-
phetamine, and some athletic 
supplements contain them.

The autopsy did not reveal 
what type of amphetamine 
was in Mahaffey’s system, but 
there is a history of athletes us-
ing stimulants as performance 
enhancers because they can 
stave off fatigue. This effect 
sometimes has disastrous re-
sults because feelings of dehy-
dration are also diminished, 
and dehydration could help 
cause a heart arrhythmia like 
the one that killed Mahaffey, 
another expert said.

“The stimulant could be 
masking the signals that your 
body sends out to slow you 
down,” said Jonathan Geiger, 
a professor at the University of 

Brooklyn Half Marathon staffers lift John Mahaffey 
onto a golf cart after he collapsed at the finish line.
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Visit 
BrooklynPaper.com/circus 

to Enter for a Chance to 
WIN Tickets 

and a Backstage Tour!
No purchase necessary. 

See BrooklynPaper.com/circus for full details.
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BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT SERVICES

Free bereavement support services for adults who have had a loss
(Loved one is not required to have had hospice care)

Contact our Bereavement Department at 347.226.4823

By Nathan Tempey
The Brooklyn Paper

Prosecutors have dropped 
the disorderly-conduct charges 
against The Brooklyn Paper’s 
reporter Noah Hurowitz, stem-
ming from his arrest while cov-
ering a police-brutality protest 
in Manhattan in December. 

Our scribe pleaded not 
guilty on Feb. 2. The deci-
sion to drop and seal the two 
charges, for supposedly ob-
structing traffic and disobey-
ing a dispersal order, came 
over the weekend, after an ed-
itor sent a letter to the Man-
hattan District Attorney’s Of-
fice certifying that Hurowitz 
was working for us at the time 
of his arrest. Officers didn’t 
bother looking into the mat-

ter before they cuffed him and 
jailed him for the night, de-
spite Hurowitz clearly identi-
fying himself as a reporter to 
any cop within earshot.

Hurowitz said he is glad the 
legal ordeal is done with.

“I’m glad I don’t have to 
face legal consequences for 
doing my job,” he said. “I 
think that what I was doing 
was within the parameters of 
what a journalist does.”

The bogus criminal case 
dates back to  the evening of 
Dec. 4 , the second night of 
demonstrations following a 
grand jury’s decision not to 
indict Officer Daniel Panta-
leo for killing Gowanus na-
tive Eric Garner in Staten Is-
land while attempting to arrest 

him. Hurowitz had traveled to 
the distant island of Manhat-
tan to live-tweet the night’s 
events. The protests had al-
ready spilled over into Brook-
lyn several times during the 
thousands-strong marches 
that had happened  nearly  
 nightly  starting on Nov. 24, 
when a Missouri grand jury 
chose not to indict the offi-
cer who shot and killed Mi-
chael Brown in the St. Louis 
suburb of Ferguson.

The contingent Hurowitz 
was shadowing zigzagged 
around Manhattan and ended 
up just downtown of Times 
Square at Seventh Avenue 
and 42nd Street. There a pha-
lanx of police met the 600-or-
so marchers, barring the way 

down Seventh Avenue. As the 
crowd crushed in, with Hu-
rowitz at the front, the cops 
pushed back. They whacked 
and grabbed people as they 
went, and one eventually is-
sued a dispersal order over a 
megaphone, but there was no-
where for our reporter to go. 

 Photos  and  video  of the 
chaos show Hurowitz tapping 
out tweets and shooting photos 
on his phone alongside sev-
eral other journalists. 

His last tweet before being 
cuffed reads, “Arrests seem 
random.”

Protesters did  end up cross-
ing the Brooklyn Bridge that 
night , but Hurowitz, in a hold-
ing cell at One Police Plaza, 
was unable to cover it.

Not even close to guilty
DA drops charges against reporter in Garner protest

By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

Borough President Adams 
is getting along with Israel 
much better than President 
Obama these days.

The commander-in-chief’s 
tumultuous relationship with 
Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu has hit a new 
low in recent weeks as Ne-
tanyahu heads into an elec-
tion  accusing Obama of be-
ing weak in negotiations on 
Iran’s nuclear program, and 
the president refuses to re-
ceive the prime minister when 
he visits Congress on March 
3 . Adams, on the other hand, 
received Israel’s Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. Award during 
a ceremony before the Nets 
game at Barclays Center on 
Feb. 2.

The president of the only 
geographic entity that this 
paper cares about said he 
was honored to accept the 
award, and that he may not 
have become the president of 
the united community board 
districts of Kings County were 
it not for King.

“I stand on the shoulders 

Presidential approval ratings
Israel smiles on Beep as Obama, Netanyahu face off

of giants like Dr. King and 
the trailblazers of the civil 
rights movement,” Adams 
said. “My public service is 
committed to furthering his 
legacy, advancing the welfare 
of every member of our hu-
man race.”

include former Mayor David 
Dinkins, Rep. Hakeem Jeffries 
(D–Fort Greene), singer and 
activist Harry Belafonte, and 
author Toni Morrison.

Adams isn’t the only 
one feeling the Israeli love 
as Obama feels the Israeli 
snub. 

Israeli President Reuven 
Rivlin  visited a Christian 
center in East New York last 
month , and Mayor DeBlasio 
met with Jerusalem Mayor Nir 
Barkat on Wednesday.

But not all Israeli visits to the 
borough have been welcomed, 
either. An exhibition game be-
tween the Nets and Maccabi 
Tel Aviv at the Rust Bowl in 
October drew Palestinian-
rights protesters to the arena, 
and ended in a fight among at-
tendees that  left the head of the 
Sheepshead Bay Y with a bro-
ken nose and an activist fac-
ing criminal charges .

Israel, of course, faces in-
ternational criticism for its 
own racial policies, which 
activists including former 
president Jimmy Carter have 
likened to South Africa’s pro-
gram of apartheid. 

Borough President receiving the 
Martin Luther King, Jr. award from 
Israeli ambassador Ido Aharoni at 
Barclays Center on Feb. 2.
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The Israeli 
state issues the 
award to individ-
uals who it says 
embody King’s 
ideals in promot-
ing diversity and 
tolerance, quali-
ties the Beep rep-
resents, an Israeli 
diplomat said.

“Adams has 
dedicated his 
work to build-
ing bridges be-
tween peoples 
of all walks of 
life, upholding 
the legacy of 
Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr.,” 
Ido Aharoni 
said.

He did not say 
whether Obama 
had been consid-

ered for the award, but given 
that an unnamed Obama aide 
recently  told a reporter for 
The Atlantic that Netanyahu 
is “a chicken-s---,”  it seems 
unlikely. 

Past recipients of the award 
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Heroine chic
Call them wonder women.
A group of feminist artists will exhibit their 

sci-fi visions of the future at the Gowanus Print 
Lab from Feb. 18–April 4. 

“She Blinded Me with 
Science” will feature rep-
resentations of a num-
ber of female superhe-
roes who are doing their 
part to make the future 
better for humankind. 
And the show’s curator 
said these fictional char-
acters could have am im-
pact on the future of the 
real world.

“It is important to show that women have a 
presence in science fiction because it is some-
thing that is generally assumed is not the case,” 
said artist and show curator K.J. Martinet. “Sci-
ence fiction is a way that the future might pos-
sibly be, and we want to show it in a female-
positive way.” 

The exhibition will feature plenty of familiar 
faces, including representations of Barbarella, 
Captain Janeway from “Star Trek: Voyager,” and 
Sarah Connor of  “Terminator” fame. Brook-
lyn artist Zach Hazard Vaupen has also recre-
ated the futuristic female robot from his web-
comic series “ Pearlescent Gray .” And Martinet 
and a friend are also working on a video game 
for the exhibition. 

“It is just a silly sideshooter game about cy-
borg women with jetpacks fighting aliens,” said 
Martinet. “People will be able to play it dur-
ing the show.”

“She Blinded Me with Science” at Gow-
anus Print Lab [54 Second Ave. at Seventh 
Street in Gowanus (718) 788–3930, www.
gowanusprintlab.com]. Opening reception 
Feb. 18 at 7 pm. Free. Show runs through 
April 4. — Danielle Furfaro

A R T

It is the one time you might want to bring a 
dancer to a sword fight.

Teams of dancers from across the country 
— and the pond — will converge on Brooklyn 
on Feb. 14 and 15 to show off their mastery of 
traditional British rap-
per sword dancing. And 
if you have never seen a 
sword dance, you might 
have to see it to believe 
it, said one practitioner.

“I kind of hate to use 
this word, but it’s very 
spiritual, very mysteri-
ous,” said Yonina Gordon, 
of Brooklyn dance team 
Half Moon Sword. 

The dance form involves five dancers, linked 
to each other by holding the handle of a flex-
ible metal “sword” in both hands, who weave 
in and out in complex formations. Moving to 
a fast-paced jig, the dancers twirl, duck, and 
jump, with the conclusion generally involving 
pushing the swords into the formation of a six-
pointed star. 

So-called longsword dancing dates to pre-
Shakespearean times, but rapper as it is usually 
performed today originated in the coal-mining 
region of England, coinciding with the industrial 
revolution and the ability to create the flexible 
steel bands at the center of the dance. The tra-
dition jumped to the United States in the 1930s, 
and many of today’s teams can trace their lineage 
to the larger folk revival of the 1960s and 1970s, 
one Half Moon Sword member said.

“There was a big surge of interest in all things 
folk in the late ’60s and early ’70s, and it just hit a 
spark at the right time,” said team member Sarah 
Henry. “It’s been going strong ever since.”

Known as “ales,” rapper festivals often bring 
teams from far afield and Half Moon’s ale is no 
exception. The 12-team lineup includes groups 
from Boston, England, and a college-aged team 
who took the craft to Oberlin, Ohio when they 
went to college. The New York Sword Ale will 
see teams give free performances at venues across 
the city on both days, with Brooklyn venues in-
cluding the Park Slope Library and the Brooklyn 
Historical Society. 

The weekend will “rap” up with a showcase 
of the full dozen teams at the Brooklyn Mu-
seum on Feb. 15 at 2:30 pm.

New York Sword Ale at various venues 
around Brooklyn, Feb. 14 and 15. Free. See 
www.halfmoonsword.org for schedule.

 — Noah Hurowitz

By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

T he good times are about to roll 
in Brooklyn!

Mardi Gras, the annual fes-
tival of parading, partying, and 
general debauchery is fast ap-
proaching. But you don’t have to 
bus it down to the bayou to cel-
ebrate. We have made it easy to 
find a place that feels like the Big 
Easy without leaving town, thanks 
to this comprehensive guide to all 
the Kings County festivities. So 
bust out your beads, and join the 
parade!

Brooklyn Bowl
Start your weekend off here 

with some kicked-up New Or-
leans tunes from the Stooges 
Brass Band on Feb. 13. Then on 
Fat Tuesday, come back and party 
it up with Butler, Bernstein, and 
the Hot 9, featuring the scorch-
ing sounds of New Orleans-born 
singer and pianist Henry Butler 
and trumpeter and bandleader 
Steven Bernstein. 

Stooges Brass Band at Brook-
lyn Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. between 
N. 11th and N. 12th streets in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 963–3369, www.
brook lynbo wl.com]. Feb. 13 at 9 
pm. $15. And Butler, Bernstein, and the 
Hot 9 on Feb. 17 at 8 pm. $15.

The Way Station
This Prospect Heights bar is throwing 

its fourth Mardi Gras Extravaganza this 
year, which will include a second line pa-
rade down Washington Avenue, plus live 
music, beads, and Abita beer specials. Tunes 
come courtesy of A Flying Dodo Soci-
ety, the Nevermind Orchestra, and Glo-
ria Isaiah.

The Way Station [683 Washington 
Ave. between St. Marks Avenue and 
Prospect Place in Prospect Heights, (347) 
627–4949, www.wayst ation bk.com]. Feb. 
17 at 8 pm. Free.

Irondale Center
Another Crescent City celebration will 

take place at Irondale Center in Fort Greene, 
featuring a gumbo cook-off hosted by Matt 
Timms, the guy behind beloved amateur 
cooking contest series the Take Downs. 
The ticket price will also include beer and 
spirits, burlesque, and live music from Mo-
na’s Hot Four Ragtime Band.

Irondale Center (85 South Oxford 
St. between Lafayette Avenue and 
Fulton Street in Fort Greene, www.
eventbrite.com/e/nyc-mardi-gras-tick-
ets-15145694179). Feb. 17 from 6 pm–10 
pm. $45 general, $100 VIP.

Heavy Woods
The Bushwick bar, the new home of New 

Orleans food purveyors Tchoup Shop, is 
hosting a five-day blowout for Mardi Gras, 
starting on Friday and running until Fat 

Tuesday. There will be a live feed of the 
festivities direct from Bourbon Street, and 
New Orleans native Steve Myers (of Mighty 
Fine, and formerly the Afghan Whigs) will 
spin tunes. There will also be food spe-
cials, of course, plus $3 Abita beers and 

other drink specials.
Heavy Woods [50 Wyckoff Ave. be-

tween Willoughby Avenue and Star 
Street in Bushwick, (929) 234–3500, 
www.heavywoodsbar.com]. Feb. 13–
Feb. 17. Free.

En garde!
DA N C E
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FOLLOW US ON

SEAN CASEY ANIMAL RESCUE AND  
NORTH SHORE ANIMAL LEAGUE AMERICA

ADOPT
 A PET

AnimalLeague.org  516.883.7575 

25 Davis Avenue  Port Washington, NY

Petland Discounts (S.C.A.R)Passive Houses 
Windows & Doors

ARE THE MOST EFFI-
CIENT IN THE WORLD

BROWNSTONES OUR SPECIALTY

Have you Heard?

ALL INVITED TO OUR NEW WINDOW LEARNING CENTER AND SHOWROOM

FREE ESTIMATES

Email: info@windowfi xinc.com | Website: windowfi xinc.com | 335-347 38th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11232

Call Us Today

CALL US TODAY 
1-800-337-1620
Serving the New York Tri-State 

Area for over 30 years

Carnival kings!
Four top places to celebrate Mardi Gras in Brooklyn

Having a blast: (Pictured clockwise from top) Bulter, Bernstein, and the Hot 9 will get Brooklyn Bowl rolling on Fat 
Tuesday with its New Orleans-style jams. Kati Delaney, a bartender at the Way Station, is ready for the bar’s fourth 
annual Mardi Gras party. And Nina Burns holds a catfish po’ boy from the Tchoup Shop, which is housed inside 
Bushwick’s Heavy Woods.
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
Feb. 13

Black Friday
It is Friday the 13th, 
and what better place 
to celebrate than at 
the Morbid Anatomy 
Museum? The creepy 
cultural institution is 
hosting a Celebration 
of Superstitions, 
where you can learn 
about old wive’s tales, 
walk under some lad-
ders, and break some 
mirrors, all while sip-
ping complimentary 
cocktails.

8 pm at the Morbid 
Anatomy Museum [424A 
Third Ave. at Seventh 
Street in Gowanus, (347) 
799–1017, www.morbi dan-
at omymu seum.org]. $13.

SATURDAY
Feb. 14

Re-play
Theater for a New 
Audience reprises 
Branden Jacobs-Jen-
kins’s acclaimed 2014 
play “An Octoroon,” 
with a three-week run 
through March 18. 
The production, an 
update of an 1859 
melodrama about 
slavery and racism, 
received huge plau-
dits when it debuted 
last year.

7:30 pm at the Polonsky 
Shakespeare Center [262 
Ashland Pl. between 
Fulton Street and 
Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (212) 229–2819, 
www.tfana.org]. $60–$85.

SUNDAY
Feb. 15

Soul love
Enter the love zone! 
If you didn’t get 
enough romantic 
rhythms on Valen-
tine’s Day, soul leg-
ends Patti LaBelle 
and Billy Ocean will 
bring some smooth 
tunes to the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music 
tonight.

7 pm at the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music [30 
Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. 
Felix Street, (718) 636–
4100, www.bam.org], 
$79–$150.

MONDAY
Feb. 16

Same Night, 
new hosts
For this week only, 
“Daily Show” corre-
spondent Jessica Wil-
liams and comedian 
Phoebe Robinson will 
take over hosting 
duties at Littlefield’s 
weekly comedy show 
Night Train, usually 
hosted by former 
“Daily Show” corre-
spondent Wyatt 
Cenac.

8 pm at Littlefield [622 
Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Third 
Avenues, in Gowanus, 
(718) 855–3388, www.lit-
tlefieldnyc.com]. $5–$8.

TUESDAY
Feb. 17

What a 
sketchy guy
When out on the road 
with his band Jukebox 
the Ghost, Brooklynite 
Tommy Siegel takes 
drawing requests from 
fans via Twitter. Now, 
the vocalist and gui-
tarist has compiled his 
best drawings into a 
book, aptly titled “Van 
Doodles.” Siegel will 
launch the tome at 
Word boosktore, 
where he will perform 
an acoustic set and 
take live doodle 
requests.

7 pm at Word [126 
Franklin St. at Milton 
Street in Greenpoint, (718) 
383–0096,  www.word-
brooklyn.com ]. Free.
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FRI, FEB. 13
ART, “FROM ASHES” AND “LIGHT 

MATTER” OPENING RECEPTION: 
Chris Gonyea’s “From Ashes” fea-
tures his drawings made with soot 
and an eraser. “Light Matter” is a 
site-specifi c installation by Estonian-
born artist Jaanika Peerna, featuring 
large and small-scale drawings on 
mylar and fi lm. Free. 6–8 pm. Kentler 
International Drawing Space [353 
Van Brunt St. in Red Hook, (718) 875–
2098], www.kentlergallery.org. 

COMEDY, SLAM DUNK COMEDY 
ALL-STARS: A night of comedy to 
kick-off the All-Star basketball week-
end. Featuring Capone, Rob Staple-
ton, Melanie Comarcho, and Damon 
Rozier, and hosted by Ray DeJon. 
$30. 7:30 pm and 10 pm. Kumble 
Theater at Long Island University 
[DeKalb and Flatbush avenues in 
Downtown, (718) 488–1624], www.
brooklyn.liu.edu/kumbletheater. 

THEATER, “FOOLS”: The Heights Play-
ers presents Neil Simon’s comedy 
set a long time ago in a remote Rus-
sian village. $20. 8:00 pm. Heights 
Players [26 Willow Pl. between Jora-
lemon and State streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 237–2752], www.
heightsplayers.org. 

SAT, FEB. 14
DANCE, VALENTINE’S DAY SALSA 

CLASS: Class will include stretching, 
body isolation, and styling tech-
niques, and will focus on footwork 
and basic partner work skills. $20 per 
couple or $15 for singles. 4–5:30 pm. 
Mark Morris Dance Group [3 Lafay-
ette Ave. between Nostrand and 
Bedford avenues in Fort Greene, 
(718) 624–8400], www.markmorris-
dancegroup.org. 

MUSIC, SHAGGY, MAXI PRIEST, 
SANCHEZ: $79. 7 pm. BAM Howard 
Gilman Opera House (30 Lafayette 
Ave. between Ashland Place and St. 
Felix Street in Fort Greene), www.
bam.org. 

BROKEN HEARTED BALL: An anti-
Valentine’s Day show, with DJs spin-
ning sets of angsty breakup songs 
and sexy hookup songs. $5. Mid-
night. Cameo Gallery [93 N. Sixth 
St. between Wythe Avenue and 
Berry Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
302–1180], www.cameony.net. 

SUN, FEB. 15
MUSIC, “SLIDE HAMPTON JAZZ 

JAM”: In honor of trombonist and 
Fort Greene resident Slide Hamp-
ton, whose home on 245 Carlton 
Avenue hosted world famous jazz 
musicians and jam sessions for over 
two decades. Free. 6–8 pm. Splitty 
(415 Myrtle Avenue between Clin-
ton and Vanderbilt avenues in Fort 
Greene). 

ART, “AROUND THE WORLD IN 
10 WEEKS—IN TWO HOURS”: 
Photographer Joel Simpson shows 
1,000 photos documenting the 10 
weeks he spent visiting 12 countries. 
Free. 3–5:30 pm. Williamsburg Art 
& Historical Center [135 Broadway at 
S. Sixth Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
486–6012], www.wahcenter.net. 

MON, FEB. 16
MUSIC, HAPPY HOUR WITH THE 

THREE GENTLEMEN: Free. 5 pm. 
Hill Country Barbecue [345 Adams 
St. at Willoughby Street, (718) 885–
4608], www.hillcountrybk.com. 

COMEDY, THE MEHRAN SHOW: Co-
median Mehran Khaghani hosts a 
weekly comedy show. $10 ($8 in ad-
vance). 9 pm. Union Hall [702 Union 
St. at Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], www.unionhallny.
com. 

TUES, FEB. 17
TALK, ERIC FONER: Pulitzer Prize-

winning historian Eric Foner dis-
cusses his new book “Gateway to 
Freedom: The Hidden History of the 
Underground Railroad.”. $10. 6:30 
pm. Brooklyn Historical Society [128 
Pierrepont St. at Clinton Street in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

MUSIC, ANDREW DRURY: Percussion-

See 9 DAYS on page 10

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

FRI, FEB. 13
SPORTS, BBVA COMPASS RISING 

STARS CHALLENGE: The NBA’s 
top rookies and sophomores 
compete against the best new-
comers from around the world. 
$22–$87. 9 pm.

SUN, FEB. 15
SPORTS, NBA D-LEAGE ALL-STAR 

GAME: $10–$70. 12:30 pm.

THUR, FEB. 19
RINGLING BROS. AND BARNUM 

& BAILEY PRESENTS CIRCUS 
XTREME: $15–$65. 7 pm.

FRI, FEB. 20
RINGLING BROS. AND BARNUM 

& BAILEY PRESENTS CIRCUS 
XTREME: 11 am, 3 pm, 7 pm. See 
Friday, Feb. 19.

SAT, FEB. 21
RINGLING BROS. AND BARNUM 

& BAILEY PRESENTS CIRCUS 
XTREME: 11 am, 3 pm, 7 pm. See 
Friday, Feb. 19.

SUN, FEB. 22
RINGLING BROS. AND BARNUM 

& BAILEY PRESENTS CIRCUS 
XTREME: 11 am, 3 pm, 7 pm. See 
Friday, Feb. 19.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

Do you know an
exceptional woman?

Nominate her as a
Brooklyn Woman of Distinction for 2015!

25 Women will have their important work profiled in the newspaper, and will be feted at a reception gala in 
their honor. It can be anyone who has had an impact on the borough, in any field.
Your Email address: __________________________________Your Phone:________________________
Name of nominee: ____________________________________________________________________
Why are you nominating them? (In 5 lines or less) ____________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
How can we reach you or your nominee for more information?
Phone:___________________________  Email:_____________________________________________

Or mail this form to:
Brooklyn Woman of Distinction
CNG Newspapers, One Metrotech Center
10th Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11201
Att: Stephanie Stellaccio                                                             FB

Email your nomination info to womanofdistinction@cnglocal.com  

Kicker: The best rookies and sophomores in the NBA will 
face off against the best newcomers from around the world 
in the Rising Stars Challenge at Barclays Center on Feb. 13.
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COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER

HIV/AIDS HIV/AIDS HIV/A
V/AIDS HIV/AIDS HIV/AIDS 

ARE YOU POSITIVE (+)? 
IDS HIV/AIDS HIV/AIDS HIV
/AIDS HIV/AIDS HIV/AIDS 
KNOW YOUR RIGHTS. 

HIV/AIDS HIV/AIDS HIV/AID
DS HIV/AIDS HIV/AIDS HIV

People living with HIV/AIDS 
are protected by the New 
York State Human Rights Law.  
Discrimination based on your 
HIV status is against the law.  
Take action. Contact the New 
York State Division of Human 
Rights. 1-888-392-3644 
or WWW.DHR.NY.GOV.

This advertisement is funded by the New York State Department of Health, AIDS institute.
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PROUD SUPPORTERS OF THE 
AMERICAN HEART ASSOCIATION 

Sweepstakes all month long including a chance to win 
a California Olive Oil and Wine Experience! 

Tickets now available for Private Fundraising event Feb. 25. Call for details.

Gift Baskets & Custom Labeled Bottles Available

$39.95 per person | 3-Course Meal | 

Great rates like ours are always in season.

*New money only. APY effective February 9, 2015. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals 
may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice.

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

At Flushing Bank, we’re small enough to know you and large enough to provide  
you with the great rates you’re looking for. Hurry, an offer like this can’t last forever. 

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local 
Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

12-Month CD

1.05%
APY*

$5,000 minimum deposit

By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

T he cinema isn’t the only place 
to learn about Selma this Black 
History Month.

An East Flatbush artist and author 
who grew up in the Alabama city 
during the height of the civil rights 
movement will read from her mem-
oirs at Tabla Rasa Gallery in Sunset 
Park on Feb. 15.

Willie Mae Brown said she has 
been working on her autobiography 
“My Selma” on and off for years, but 
with the movie “Selma” in theaters 
and a new generation of protesters 
taking to the streets and claiming a 
mantel of civil rights, she believes it 
was time to finally tell her story.

“I’m focusing more on Selma at this 
moment because of all the stories that 
haven’t been told,” she said. “I’m get-
ting older, and it is time to reveal some 
of the things I saw and heard.”

Brown said she grew up in a vio-

lent place where being black meant 
watching your back, but thanks to 
her family’s relative privilege and 
her father’s secure job with the rail-
road, she did not experience much ha-
tred for most of her childhood. And 
the first time a white person called 
her the N-word, she was more con-
cerned about protecting her father, 
keeping him unaware of the indig-
nity to stop him retaliating and com-
ing to harm.

“I didn’t think he would do some-
thing, I knew he would do something,” 
she said. “He dealt with a lot of white 
men that were bad men.”

But Brown is quick to point out that 
not all white people in her life were en-
emies of progress. She spoke fondly of 
several white, Jewish store owners who 
treated her family like anyone else, and 
one who even slipped her father $20 
to support Brown’s siblings when they 
marched with Martin Luther King Jr. 
from Selma to Montgomery.

Brown said she was profoundly 

impacted by Martin Luther King Jr. 
on one of his visits to Selma. She 
said she had wanted to hang out with 
friends that day, but when her mother 
dragged her to church, she quickly 
forgot her pals when King walked 
in the door.

“He mesmerized me,” she said. 
“My mom kept telling me to sit down, 
and I hadn’t even realized that I was 
still standing.”

Standing at 5-foot-7, Brown said 
King was shorter than she had ex-
pected, having imagined a tall man 
based on hearing the preacher’s 

booming voice on the radio or tele-
vision. But despite his small stat-
ure, his presence in the room far out-
shone any recording she had seen or 
heard, she said.

“When he spoke he was so huge, 
even though he was small,” Brown 
said. “He opened his mouth and 
I heard that voice, and that night 
changed me.”

Willie Mae Brown at Tabla Rasa 
Gallery [224 48th St. between Sec-
ond and Third avenues in Sunset 
Park, (718) 833–9100, tablarasagal-
lery.com]. Feb. 15 at 2 pm. Free.

By Robert Ham
for The Brooklyn Paper

Y oung Ejecta is poised to launch 
into synthpop superstardom — 
but it would settle for a one-hit 

wonder.  
The Greenpoint duo recently re-

leased “The Planet,” an album of glit-
tery anthems that plumb vocalist and 
songwriter Leanne Macomber’s expe-
riences with heartbreak and loss. As 
with its 2013 debut “Dominae,” the 
music is informed by the keyboard and 
drum machine-heavy sounds of the 
’80s, an era that offered up as many 
superstars as it did flash-in-the-pan 
artists. Macomber, who is best known 
as a member of band Neon Indian, 
said she would be perfectly satisfied 
with such a singular success. 

“It would be super fun!” said Ma-

comber, one half of Young Ejecta with 
musical partner Joel Ford. “To have 
people say, ‘She did that one thing that 
one time but everything else — ugh!’ 
I can walk around with that.” 

The group hasn’t hit the top 10 yet, 
but it is making a noticeable splash in 
the indie music world. The twosome 
has picked up warm critical notices 
from the tastemakers at the likes of 
Pitchfork and Under the Radar, and 
has developed a reputation for its in-
tense, impassioned live shows.

But all the attention has a slightly 
bittersweet edge to it for Macomber. 
Her songs tend to orbit around diffi-
cult subject matter, such as the end of 
a romantic relationship and, on one 
track, the death of a close friend. 

“There have been nights when we’re 
performing certain songs where I’ve had 
trouble getting through them,” she said. 

“I can get really overwhelmed, even on 
stage in front of a bunch of people.” 

But Macomber isn’t going to let emo-
tions get in the way of Young Ejecta’s 
rise. The duo is preparing for a big re-
cord release show at Baby’s All Right 
on Feb. 20, followed by tours this sum-
mer. Macomber said she also wants to 
head back into the studio to have an-
other shot at writing that hit song — 
and she’ll do whatever it takes. 

“Joel might get locked away for a 
while doing some production work,” 
Macomber said. “He also just got mar-
ried so he needs to be here for a bit. 
That is until I can kidnap him and force 
him into making another record.”

Young Ejecta at Baby’s All Right 
[146 Broadway between Bedford 
and Driggs avenues in Williamsburg, 
(718) 599–5800, www.babysallright.
com]. Feb. 20 at 8 pm. $12. 

Her Selma
Artist recounts childhood 
in 1960s Alabama city

Looking back: Willie Mae Brown will read from her memoirs on 
growing up in Selma, Alabama during the civil rights era.

Another girl, another planet
Greenpoint duo Young Ejecta shoots for the stars

One-hit wonder woman: Young 
Ejecta’s Leanne Macomber.
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B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Who says you can’t go back home again?
At Casa Pepe, the chef and the new partner 

have done just that, returning to the restaurant 
they love, laden with fresh ideas to entice diners.

Manager Carlos Santamaria started work-
ing at Casa Pepe as a bus boy when he was still 
attending school. He went on to become a waiter, 
a bartender, and also helped out in the kitchen. 
After being away a few years, he’s now back as a 
partner. Felicidades!

One of his first official acts was to recruit 
chef Marco Zumba, who had cooked up memo-
rable dishes at Casa Pepe for 12 years. Both men 
are working together to make Casa Pepe even 
more fabulous than it is today. For the new year, 
they plan to make some menu changes, re-in-
troducing customer favorites from the past like 
the ground beef enchiladas in hard shells and 
chicken stuffed with shrimp.   

“Presentation is very important,” says 
Zumba, who has trained at top restaurants, and 
knows how to create dishes that appeal to all 
the senses.

“We plan to keep tradition,” says Santamaria. 
“And we also want to introduce new recipes.” 

Among them are ceviche, made from raw 
fish that has been cured in citrus juices; and 
steaks with chimmichurri, a popular green 
sauce served in Latin American countries.  

The entire staff will become involved by tast-
ing the food, so that they are able to describe ev-
ery juicy detail to guests. 

Brunch is back on Saturdays and Sundays, 
from noon until 3:30 pm. It’s a wonderful way to 
turn an ordinary Sunday into a fun day. Gather 
the entire clan for a meal that has something 
everyone will enjoy. The $13.75 per person price 
includes a buffet of tantalizing dishes like the 
Spanish tortilla, a potato-and-egg omelet popu-
lar in Spain; paella with shrimp, mussels, and 
Spanish sausage; pulled pork; Shepherd’s Pie; 
chicken wings; vegetables; salad; fruit platters; 
and more. The offerings change daily, so there’s 
always a different feast to experience. A marga-
rita or glass of sangria is included in the price 
as is an assortment of desserts such as flan, a 
traditional Spanish custard, served with a 
mound of whipped cream; or, perhaps chocolate 
mousse, or Chef Zumba’s homemade tiramisu. 

On Mondays, come in for a Mexican 2-for-1 
Fiesta, when offerings are buy one, get one free, 
from 4 to 11 pm. On Tuesdays, a $34 Seafood Spe-
cial starts with a lobster bisque, and includes 
entrees like broiled lobster, salmon, or shrimp.

Don’t miss Casa Pepe’s wonderful home-
made guacamole, prepared tableside. You can 
order it as mild or as spicy as you wish because 
the ingredients — onions, cilantro, tomatoes, 
and jalapenos — are added by the server, as you 
watch it being made. Scoop it up with colorful 
green, black, yellow, and red tortilla chips. 

Should you wish you to have your own pri-
vate fiesta, you’ve come to the right place. Casa 
Pepe welcomes bridal showers, intimate wed-
dings, rehearsal dinners, christenings, and 
business functions. Up to 125 guests can be ac-
commodated in one room; another seats 75. 

Casa Pepe Spanish and Mexican Cuisine [114 
Bay Ridge Ave. between Colonial Road and Nar-
rows Avenue in Bay Ridge, (718) 833–8865, www.
CasaPepe.com]. Open Mondays through Thurs-
days, 4–11 pm; Fridays, 4 pm–midnight; Satur-
days, noon–midnight; and Sundays, noon–11 pm.

Casa Pepe serving old favorites 
and new specials

Valentine’s Dinner
Saturday, February 14th, 2015

Prix Fixe $50 per person, includes glass of wine

“So happy we tried Faros!” 
“The service was friendly and accommodating; the atmosphere was 

clean and open; Most of all, the food was PHENOMENAL!” 

     — Yelp reviewer

A P P E T I Z E R S (choice of)
SPETSOFAI

Stir-Fried Country Sausage with onions, peppers & tomato wine sauce

GARIDES SAGANAKI
Baked shrimps, light tomato sauce, feta cheese

DOLMADAKIA
Vegetarian stuffed grape leaves

I N T E R M E Z Z O
ROKA ME MARATHO

Arugula, Fennel, Dried Cranberries, Roasted Almonds, 
Halloumi Cheese with E.V.O.O. and Balsamic Vinaigrette

M A I N  C O U R S E (choice of)
FAROS THALASSINA

Sautéed P.E.I. Mussels, Calamari, Shrimps and Octopus with Light 
Tomatoes Sauce over Rice Pilaf or Linguini

SOLOMOS
Grilled Salmon with Capers, Spinach Rice, Lemon & E.V.O.O.

ARNI YIOUVETSI 
Braised Boneless Lamb Shank in a Greek Spiced Tomato Sauce over 

Orzo, Kefalotyri Cheese  

HIRINI BRIZOLA   
Grilled Pork Chops with Spinach Rice  or Housemade Greek Fries  

VEGETARIAN MOUSAKAS
Clay Pot Baked Dish with Layers of Potato, Eggplant, Zucchini, 

Yogurt Béchamel Sauce     

D E S S E R T (choice of)
CHOCOLATE CAKE

Sokolatina: Vanilla Yogurt Cream, orange spoon sweet.

EKMEK KATAIFI
Kataifi  pastry dough, custard

84 7th Ave.
Park Slope 
(Between Union St. & Berkeley Pl.) 
718-623-2767 
www.farosny.com

BAR SCRAWL By Bill Roundy

Arrogant Swine [173 Morgan Ave. at Scholes Street in Bushwick, (718) 791–
3842, www.arrogantswine.com]. Open Tue–Thu, 4 pm–2 am; Fri, 4 pm–4 am; 
Sat, 11 am–4 am; Sun, 11 am–2 am; Mon, closed.

By Max Jaeger
The Brooklyn Paper

M ost people want to avoid a side-
show at their wedding.

For those who don’t, Val-
entine’s Day is your chance to get 
married by Coney Island sideshow 
impresario Dick Zigun. Coney Is-
land USA is throwing its fifth an-
nual Valentine’s Day for Lovers and 
Losers on Feb. 14, And Zigun, an or-
dained minister and certified mar-
riage officiant, will be giving cou-
ples a first-class ticket to the tunnel 
of love. The unofficial mayor of So-
dom by the Sea said the church that 
ordained him is more paper mache 
than  a Spook-A-Rama prop , but his 
credentials are rock solid. 

“There is an online church — the 
Universal Life Church — that ex-
ists so wackos or celebrities can get 
ordained without actually going to 
seminary college,” Rev. Zigun said, 
adding the city recognizes him as 
a legit man of the cloth and issued 
him a certificate to officiate mar-
riages in 2012.

Zigun will also be officiating vow 
renewals, and if you’re not ready to 
take the plunge, you and your par-
amour can still have Zigun formal-
ize your exclusivity.

“Being our Coney Island huckster, 
I’ll also be issuing ‘going steady cer-

tificates,’ ” he said.
Beyond weddings, the party will 

also feature burlesque acts and live 
music.

And the romantically un-entan-
gled needn’t let the stigma of going 
stag stop them from coming out — 
you may just get lucky, one orga-
nizer said.

“Some people without a lover sit at 
home or wherever they are, so they’re 
considered losers, but if they come 
to our show, they’re probably go-
ing to get somebody who will put a 
smile on their face,” said Princess Pat 
Muko, the sideshow’s resident snake 
charmer, risque dancer, and ambler 
over broken glass.

Muko held similar events living in 
England, and when she moved state-
side, she pitched it as a way to get folks 
out to wind-swept Coney in the win-
ter time. It was an uphill battle, but 
she came out on top, she said.

“I said, because I’m a hustler, you 
give me the chance,” she said. “They 
did, and the place was packed.”

Princess Pat presents the Fifth An-
nual Valentine’s Day for Lovers and 
Losers at Coney Island USA (1208 
Surf Ave. between Stillwell Avenue 
and W. 12th Street, www.coney-
island.com). Feb. 14 at 9 pm. $15. 
Marriages are $100 — for informa-
tion, e-mail Rev. Zigun at dzigun@
gmail.com.

A very Coney ceremony
Get hitched at at a freaky Valentine’s Day soiree

ist and composer Andrew 
Drury releases two new 
albums. $10–$20. 8 pm. 
Roulette (509 Atlantic Ave. 
at Third Avenue in Fort 
Greene), ww.roulette.org. 

WED, FEB. 18
TALK, PERSON, PLACE, 

THING WITH RANDY 
COHEN AND LEV GROSS-
MAN: A live recording of 
Randy Cohen’s podcast and 
public radio show. He will 
be joined by Lev Grossman, 
author of novel “The Magi-
cians.” $5. 6:30 pm. Brook-
lyn Historical Society [128 
Pierrepont St. at Clinton 
Street in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 222–4111], www.

brooklynhistory.org. 
THEATER, “THE TEMPLE, 

OR, LEBENSRAUM”: Set 
in World War II, a German 
U-boat’s mission becomes 
a journey into terror as its 
crew is trapped within on 
the ocean fl oor. Inspired by 
H.P. Lovecraft’s 1920 story. 
$18. 7:30 pm. The Brick 
[575 Metropolitan Ave. at 
Lorimer Street in Williams-
burg, (718) 907–6189], www.
bricktheater.com. 

THURS, FEB. 19
TALK, WENDELL PIERCE: 

Actor Wendell Pierce hosts 
an evening of conversation 
about his performance in 
“Brothers from the Bot-
tom,” a play that looks at 
gentrifi cation and the bond 
between brothers in New 
Orleans. He is joined by 
journalist, documentar-
ian, and producer Soledad 

O’Brien. $5. 6:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Historical Soci-
ety [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

THEATER, “THE PAJAMA 
GAME:” Performed by the 
Brooklyn Players Commu-
nity Musical Theatre. $25 
at the door. 8 pm. Brooklyn 
Music School Playhouse [126 

St. Felix St. between Lafay-
ette Avenue and Hanson 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
638–5660], brooklynmusic-
school.org. 

FRI, FEB. 20
ART, “KEHINDE WILEY — A 

NEW REPUBLIC”: The fi rst 
museum survey of Brooklyn 
artist Kehinde Wiley’s pro-
lifi c career. $16 suggested. 
11 am–6 pm. Brooklyn Mu-
seum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000], www.brooklyn-
museum.org. 

KUNST!: Susanne Bartsch’s 
monthly dance party featur-
ing live performances, DJs, 
and wild costumes. $20. 11 
pm. Verboten [54 N. 11th St. 
between Kent and Wythe 
avenues in Williamsburg, 
(347) 223–4732], www.ver-
botennewyork.com. 

SAT, FEB. 21
ART, “MAKING ‘THE 

DANCE’”: A youth and 
family workshop celebrat-
ing visual artist and former 
Fort Greene resident Emilio 
Cruz. Participants will rein-
terpret Cruz’s 1962 painting 
“The Dance” by creating 
their own abstract artworks. 
Free. 3–5 pm. Ingersoll 
Community Center [177 
Myrtle Avenue at Prince 
St. in Fort Greene, (718) 
855–2923]. 

MUSIC, MOON BOOTS, 
JONAS RATHSMAN, PER-
SEUS, ISAAC TICHAUER: 
$20–$30. 11 pm. Verboten 
[54 N. 11th St. between Kent 
and Wythe avenues in Wil-
liamsburg, (347) 223–4732], 
www.verbotennewyork.
com. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 8

Coney is for lovers: Betsy Propane, Big Joe, Princess Pat Muko, 
Mr. Strange, and Amanda Jencsik will perform in a Valentine’s Day 
show at Coney Island USA.

Clowning around: Traditional and modern circus 
stunts come together at Circus Xtreme, at Barclays 
Center Feb. 19–March 1.
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$1995
*

* Requires a one-time enrollment fee, annual fee, and any applicable tax. Visit the club or MySportsClubs.com for details.  
Offer available only at these clubs. Other restrictions and fees may apply.

month-to-month
contract!

Better gym.  Better price.

MySportsClubs.com

BAY RIDGE • 7118 Third Avenue • 718.921.5300 
BAY RIDGE-86th • 439 86th Street • 718.680.0094 

BROOKLYN HEIGHTS • 179 Remsen Street • 718.246.0600 
COBBLE HILL • 96 Boerum Place • 718.643.4400 

GREENPOINT • 147 Greenpoint Avenue • 718.383.0006 
PARK SLOPE • 324 Ninth Street • 718.768.0880

CATERERS

Offering 
dinner, cocktail 

and 
buffet options

8015/23 13th Avenue, Dyker Heights, Brooklyn, NY 11228  718–331–2900  www.siricos.net

By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

There is a new top cop in 
Carroll Gardens.

Capt. Natalie Maldonado 
is settling into her new job 
running the 76th Precinct, 
which encompasses Carroll 
Gardens, Cobble Hill, Red 
Hook, and part of Gowanus. 
Maldonado is the first female 
commanding officer at the 
76 in 25 years, and the only 
one in Brooklyn today.

She only found out about 
the appointment on Jan. 30, 
and less than a week later, she 
was at her new post.

“This is like having my 
birthday and Christmas all at 
the same time,” she said.

Maldonado replaces Capt. 
Justin Lenz, who after two 
years in the precinct is mov-
ing to the 101st, in Queens. 
She has deep roots in Brook-
lyn, having grown up in Bor-
ough Park and spent all of 
her nearly two decades on 
the force working in the bor-
ough. She comes to the post 
from a job as commanding 
officer of Transit District 32, 
policing train lines across 10 
precincts.

Maldonado is no stranger 
to the 76th Precinct. As a 
rookie, she was stationed 
in the neighboring 84th Pre-
cinct, and prior to working 
the subways, she oversaw 
anti-narcotics operations in 
Red Hook, including two ma-
jor busts in 2012 and 2013 
as part of a campaign called 
Operation Red Dawn. The 
push shared a name with the 
U.S. military offensive that 
resulted in the capture of 
Iraqi dictator Saddam Hus-
sein, which in turn drew its 
name from the film “Red 
Dawn,” about Colorado high 
schoolers repelling a Soviet 
invasion.

Red Hook still has drug 

New top cop
Carroll Gardens precinct 
now led by female boss

dealers, but they are mostly 
low-level suppliers who are 
not connected to large, more 
violent organized-crime syn-
dicates, Maldonado said.

The publicly recorded cat-
egories of crime have been 
on the decline in the pre-
cinct during the past year. 
The most persistent types 
of misdeeds are bike thefts 
and car break-ins, Maldonado 
said. She urged locals to lock 
up their bikes and remove 
valuables from their cars, 
saying that the area’s lib-
eral leanings, when accom-
panied by absentminded-
ness, mean easy pickings 
for thieves.

“People around here are 
socially conscious, and that 
means a lot of bikes, but it also 
means a lot of bike thefts,” 
she said. “I don’t think there 
are many bad people in the 
area, but there are opportun-
ists who will commit a crime 
when it is right in front of 
them.”

Capt. Natalie Maldona-
do is the only woman in 
a commanding officer 
position in Brooklyn 
right now, and the 76th 
Precinct’s first since the 
year 1990. She is also 
Brooklyn to the core.
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By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

A development company 
has bought the Williamsburg 
building that features a mu-
ral advertising a fictional, 
more-than-a-little-bit-phal-
lic skyscraper, so that it can 
erect an office tower taller 
next door.

Cayuga Capital, which owns 
the soon-to-be-former Vice 
Media headquarters, purchased 
the neighboring Colossal Me-
dia building at 85 Wythe Ave. 
between N. 10th and N. 11th 
streets for $14.5 million last 
week. It plans to transfer the air 
rights from the Colossal build-

ing to the Vice lot so that its of-
fice tower can rise to 12 stories. 
Colossal is a mural-advertis-
ing company and its painting 
of a barely-safe-for-work de-
velopment called “Eros,” invit-
ing readers to “Insert yourself 
into exquisite luxury surround-
ings, doesn’t bother a bigwig 
at Cayuga.

“It is a futuristic, tongue-in-
cheek jab at development, but 
I do not mind it,” said James 
Wiseman, a principal at the 
company. “It is good to know 
that artistic satire is alive and 
well in Williamsburg.”

But not for long. Cayuga 
plans to tear down the one-

story Colossal headquarters 
and build another structure of 
the same height in its place.

The planned office build-
ing would be the first in the 
neighborhood to be constructed 
without anchor tenants lined 
up. Wiseman said that, given 
the manufacturing-commer-
cial zoning for the block, the 
viable options were to build 
a hotel or an office building, 
and he didn’t want to go up 
against the successful hipster 
guest house up the road.

“We are not hotel operators 
and we certainly do not want 
to have to compete with the 
Wythe Hotel,” he said. “And 

we will be building offices 
while everyone else is build-
ing hotels.”

At least one developer is 
planning an office project in 
the area, though. Two Trees 
Management plans to make 
the landmarked Domino Sugar 
factory into an office building 
as part of its waterfront mega-
development.

Colossal still has a year and 
a half left on its lease, and Wise-
man said it can stay till then, 
but that he will give manage-
ment the option of moving to 
one of Cayuga’s properties in 
Bushwick.

Real fate for joke mural

Colossal Media painted this mural on the side of 
its building to give the finger to developers. Now 
a developer has bought the structure and is go-
ing to tear it down, phallic painting and all.
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Lewis famously  kissed Rat-
ner and then-mayor Michael 
Bloomberg  when the agree-
ment, which mandated local 
jobs and discounted housing, 
was finalized. 

Her group was contractu-
ally obligated to support the 
project before it disbanded 
in 2010.

Forest City originally said 
the 15-tower town would be 
completed in 2016, but its lat-
est estimate is 2035.

Last June’s deal called 
for the board to meet by the 
end of December, but the 
state pushed the date back. 
Veconi said it is a little late, 
but definitely soon enough 
to help.

“We’re still in the time-
frame where construction 
is starting to ramp up,” he 
said.

Mayor DeBlasio’s appoint-
ment to the panel was Pratt 
Institute professor Jamie 
Stein, an appointee pushed 
for by the Dean Street Block 
Association.

That civic group with-
drew from the activist co-
alition that secured the set-
tlement because its members 
felt that the community de-
velopment corporation would 
not be powerful enough. 

A member was guarded 
when talking about its pros-
pects.

“This is an opportunity for 
the state to do a better job,” 
Peter Krashes said.

The group issued a state-
ment saying that in the past, 
the state has made decisions 
that favor the developer’s 
needs without regard to the 
impact they will have on 
immediate neighbors to the 
project.

“Our experience as neigh-

bors is that the state and de-
veloper avert their attention 
from the real-world impacts 
of the project,” the statement 
says. “We hope that this board 
helps improve ESDC’s deci-
sion-making and monitoring 
capabilities.”

None of the groups that ul-
timately agreed to drop their 
lawsuits against the develop-
ment as part of the deal that 
created the panel ultimately 
secured spots on it.

The group’s first meet-
ing came one day after state 
Comptroller Tom DiNapoli 
issued a report blasting Em-
pire State Development for 
failing to keep track of the 
finances of its 168 subsid-
iaries. 

“New York state spends 
hundreds of millions of dol-
lars each year to spur eco-
nomic development and job 
creation through ESDC pro-
grams,” he said in a state-
ment. “New Yorkers deserve 
more thorough accounting 
about whether these pro-
grams are achieving de-
sired results.”

The report also said that 
Empire State Development 
has also taken out $10.7 bil-
lion in loans on behalf of the 
state, most without voter ap-
proval.

The state has hired Tobi 
Jaiyesimi to direct the new 
community development cor-
poration. 

She used to work in the of-
fice of Assemblyman Walter 
Mosley (D–Fort Greene). 

Despite all the factors 
working against her, Veconi 
called her a good choice.

“She has been associated 
with the community and has 
also worked with elected offi-
cials who have been working 
for this body’s formation.”

Continued from page 1

YARDS...

(718) 339-8900  |  3024 Quentin Road, Brooklyn, NY 11234  |  www.marineparkfh.com

Marine Park
FUNERAL HOME

Our family has been committed 
to serving your family at affordable 
prices for four generations. 

At a time when experience and 
integrity are essential, know Marine 
Park Funeral Home is here for you.

   Non-Funded 
   Pre-Arrangements

   Arrangements

   Monuments

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

A Navy Yard company 
is lighting up Brownstone 
Brooklyn.

Lumi Solair, which installed 
all of the street lights in the 
sprawling Navy Yard indus-
trial campus, is now setting its 
sights on Park Slope areaways, 
the cement front yards that sur-
round brownstones’ stoops. 
One of the company’s heads 
grew up on Seventh Street, and 
says the newfangled lamps are 
designed to blend in with their 
surroundings.

“We think it will meld nicely 
into the brownstone architec-
ture,” said Gerard Gorman, 
president and chief operating 
officer of the company.

Gorman got the idea from 
his mother, who wanted to light 
the area in front of her house. 
The lamps used for that tradi-
tionally require a gas or elec-
trical hookup, which can be 

Lighting the path
Solar-powered lamps pitched for Slope

expensive to install, Gorman 
said. He thinks the solar lights 
his company sells are prime 
substitutes, since they are com-
pletely self-contained. All you 
have to do is bolt one down, or 
cement it into place.

“They are affordable and 
easy to install,” he said.

The same Lumi Solair lan-
terns can be used as portable 
lighting for events or for out-
door seating areas at restau-
rants. The lamps feature a flat 
top to soak in the rays, and a 
battery at the base. They turn 
on automatically when the nat-
ural light is low, and turn off 
when it gets sunny.

The seven-year-old com-
pany, which is a subsidiary 
of another Navy Yard tenant, 
Duggal, mostly sold large-scale 
installations of its lamps be-
fore creating this consumer-
friendly version, which retails 
for around $1,000. The light-
ing system at the Navy Yard 
posed a lot of challenges, in 
part because the locations of 
the streetlights were decided 
before the industrial park’s 
planners considered using 
solar energy.

“It was an interesting case 
study for this type of technol-
ogy,” said Fernando Mendoza, 

Eye on technology and 
innovation in Brooklyn

turbines do not really provide 
much power. And the regular 
maintenance the moving parts 
require makes them a hassle, 
Mendoza said.

“Turbines need decently 
steady winds,” he said. “They 
don’t get that in an urban en-
vironment because of the way 
wind moves through the build-
ings.”

So the company improved 
its solar panels. Its newer Swan 
model features a panel with a 
concave curve that can power 
the streetlights for 12 to 14 
hours without any help from 
the wind, Mendoza said.

Lumi Solair’s freestanding 
brick building, located next to 
the Duggal Greenhouse event 
space, is used for staging and 
research and development. For 
most orders, the company ships 
the materials straight to the cus-
tomer’s location and assem-
bles them on site. The parts 
are manufactured by various 
companies, about 70 percent 
of them in the U.S., according 
to Lumi Solair.

Even the large streetlights 
are easy to install, taking about 
two hours to hoist into place 
and secure, per the company. 
The solution saved the Navy 

Yard about $600,000 in instal-
lation costs compared to what 
it would have paid for tradi-
tional electric lights and con-
nections to its internal grids, 
and the sun-powered lights save 
$11,000 in energy costs a year, 
Mendoza said.

Techno Files
The Brooklyn iOs De-

velopers group is having  its 
first meetup  about coding for 
the Apple Watch at Huge on 
Feb. 25. Nick Lee from Ten-
digi will give an overview of 
the watch’s software develop-
ment kit, Huge’s Leandro Ba-
sil will talk about designing for 
the device, and a team from 
Eleks Labs will talk about the 
prototype watch it made that 
can control a Tesla.

• • •
The Red Hook internet ser-

vice provider Brooklyn Fiber 
is now offering an ultra-fast 
broadband connection in In-
dustry City. The new ser-
vice is significantly faster 
than other connections avail-
able in the city and should help 
draw businesses to the Sunset 
Park waterfront complex that 
need to transfer large amounts 
of data.

Fernando Mendoza, director of operations for Lumi Solair, and Abinand 
Rangesh, chief technology officer, with one of their sun-powered lanterns.
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director of operations for the 
company. “The lamps were 
placed where lamps should 
be, but no thought was given 

to sun exposure.”
Lumi Solair’s first-gener-

ation streetlights sport wind 
turbines and solar panels up 

top. But in cramped areas such 
as the side streets of the Navy 
Yard, where it has installed 160 
lights, the company found that 

By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

A freshman councilman is 
out as leader of the Brook-
lyn Council delegation after 
a coup by his colleagues.

Pols ousted first-term 
Councilman Carlos Menchaca 
(D–Red Hook) and replaced 
him with Mark Treyger (D–
Coney Island) on Feb. 5. Trey-
ger said the group that voted 
Menchaca out thought he had 

failed as a leader, but stopped 
short of saying he shared their 
view.

“There was a lot of frustra-
tion expressed by many people 
that things that should have 
been happening were not 
happening,” he said. “I’m 
not looking to assign blame. 
Sometimes it’s an issue of 
chemistry.”

Lawmakers were angry 
that Menchaca didn’t sched-
ule regular meetings, and the 

Coup in the Council
Pols say Hook councilman unfi t to lead

of the citywide budgeting pro-
cess, and observers speculate 
that delegates were worried 
that Menchaca’s soured rela-
tionship with city leadership 
would get in the way of nego-
tiating for the borough’s best 
interest. Treyger didn’t want 
to touch that conjecture with 
a 10-foot pole.

“My role in accepting the 
nomination has nothing to do 
with that,” he said.

Menchaca has not shied 
away from controversy in 
his first year in office. In the 
Assembly primary Menchaca 
backed political neophyte Ce-
sar Zuniga against incumbent 
Felix Ortiz (D–Red Hook). 
At a victory party, Ortiz 
laughed heartily when a pal 
 made a joke in Spanish about 
Menchaca not having testi-

delegation hadn’t convened 
since early September, Trey-
ger said.

The Council delegation is 
tasked with representing the 
borough during citywide bud-
get negotiations, and makes 
appointments to agencies 
such as the Economic De-
velopment Corporation. One 
councilman who was in the 
room last Thursday said the 
delegation had missed the op-
portunity to make several ap-
pointments as months went 
by without a meeting. 

The insurgent pols spared 
delegation chairwoman Coun-
cilwoman Darlene Mealy (D–
Crown Heights), indicating 
that they called the vote with 
the intention of unseating 
Menchaca. 

The apparent coup comes 
on the heels of a spat between 
Menchaca and the mayor’s of-
fice over a $115-million devel-
opment project at the South 
Brooklyn Marine Terminal 
in Sunset Park, which was 
 scuttled after Menchaca de-
manded more control over 
the process . The Economic 
Development Corporation 
pulled the plug and called 
Menchaca’s demands “con-
founding,” according to a 
Crain’s New York Business 
report. 

Menchaca has championed 
community input in munic-
ipal projects, even such mi-
nor ones as installing bath-
rooms in a Red Hook park, 
which he  nixed after local 
gadf lies complained the 
privvies would take up pre-
cious green space at a series 
of meetings . 

Menchaca’s ouster comes 
shortly before the beginning 

cles , and Ortiz seems to main-
tain the grudge, tweeting his 
congratulations to Treyger and 
Mealy last Thursday. 

Treyger said that Menchaca 
represents his district, but not 

Councilman Carlos Menchaca is no longer a leader 
of the Brooklyn contingent in the Council.

Brooklyn as a whole.
“Councilman Menchaca 

has every right to advocate 
for his district,” said Treyger. 
“We have to look out for our 
districts, but we also have to 
make sure that the needs of the 
borough are addressed.”

The Red Hook pol is a 
member of the Council’s 
Progressive Caucus, as was 
Bill DeBlasio when he was a 
councilman, and of the New 
Kings Democrats, which 
formed to challenge the en-
trenched Democratic politi-
cal machine in Brooklyn. The 
head of the New Kings Dem-
ocrats decried Menchaca’s 
removal, comparing it with 
the back-room maneuvering 
that put Assemblyman Carl 
Heastie (D–the Bronx) in the 
Speaker seat with little public 
debate six days after Assem-
blyman Sheldon Silver (D–
Manhattan) stepped down 
over his indictment on cor-
ruption charges.

“Mostly we’re distressed 
that the process was so un-
transparent, and we were 
already coming off a week 
where the leadership in Al-
bany was chosen behind 
closed doors,” Andrew Sloat 
said. “We had higher hopes 
for a progressive bastion like 
Brooklyn.”

A spokesman for Menchaca 
declined to comment.
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Increased Taxes and Costs + Rent Freeze = Landlords Cannot Repair, 
Improve, Maintain and Preserve Affordable Housing

The de Blasio affordable housing policy hurts poor 
and middle-income families, those most in need of  

affordable housing – as well as landlords of  rent-stabilized 
apartments, the largest providers of  affordable housing.

It’s Time for
New Solutions to 
an Old Problem.

The de Blasio Affordable 
Housing Equation Just 

Doesn’t Add Up.

Mayor Bill de Blasio’s Affordable Housing Policy:
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FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
 
VISIT: WWW.YMCANYC.ORG/FAFSA  
 
 EMAIL: FAFSA@YMCANYC.ORG  
 

Supported by 

Did you know there is more than $150 billion each year in loans, 
grants, and work-study programs that can help you and your family 

pay for college? 
 

You can access this money by completing the  
Free Application for Federal  Student  Aid (FAFSA) 

Complete your FAFSA with the Y!  
 

Locations in Manhattan, Queens, Brooklyn 
and The Bronx  

We  provide: 
�� On-site Trained Professionals to help complete the FAFSA  
�� Additional support after you complete the FAFSA 
�� Free Metrocards  

NEED MONEY FOR COLLEGE? 

Camp Ramaquois, “a day 
camp as complete as sleep-away 
camp,” is situated on 44 magnif-
icent acres in nearby Rockland 
County. 

From adventurous activities 
to creative arts to athletic ac-
tivities, boys and girls ages 3 to 
15 can experience a traditional 
day camp program filled with 
a variety of stimulating activi-
ties. Facilities include an air-
conditioned indoor gym; group 
bunks with bathroom facili-
ties; a five-acre crystalline lake; 
nine heated swimming pools; 
a splash park; tennis, basket-
ball, volleyball, and pickle ball 
courts; hockey rinks; ball fields; 
a soccer field; a soccer rink; na-
ture facility with a petting zoo; 
a treetops aerial adventure pro-
gram; special events and much 
more. including an optional 
equestrian program, and seven 
period programs planned for 
each age group. 

Junior Camp for 3 to 6 year 
olds has a separate campus 
with age-appropriate activities 

and facilities. Ramaquois offers 
its pre-teens and teens a regu-
lar camp program in combina-
tion with an optional personal 
choice travel program. There 
are day trips planned for third 
to 10th graders, overnight trips 
planned for sixth to 10th grad-
ers, and a 10th grade Leader-
ship Program. Hot lunches are 
served in the air-conditioned 
dining room. 

Brooklyn transportation is 
provided with a central pickup 
and drop-off location. We use 
air-conditioned mini school 
buses with professional school 
bus drivers, and a bus coun-
selor provides safety as well as 
planned activities on the bus. 

Camp Ramaquois is a magi-
cal camp where children experi-
ence a sense of adventure, meet 
new challenges, create wonder-
ful memories, and make lasting 
friendships. Call or go online to 
schedule a personal tour.

Camp Ramaquois [30 Moun-
tain Rd. in Pomona, NY; (845) 
354–1600; www.ramaquois.com].

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Camp Ramaquois:
The best summer ever

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

It was a real-life Enchant-
ment Under the Sea dance.

A crew of mermaids, mer-
men and pirates gathered at 
Lot 45 on Troutman Street 
in Bushwick last Thursday 
night for an evening of nau-
tical-themed performances to 

raise money for aquatic en-
vironmental causes. By all 
accounts, the evening went 
swimmingly. 

“It is wonderful to find an 
event that is sparkly and glam-
orous and filled with costumes 
and performances and is also 
for something that matters,” 
puppeteer Charlotte Lily Gas-
pard said. 

The fifth annual Mermaid 
Lagoon ocean benefit show 
featured music, circus perfor-
mances, magicians, and inter-
active art installations. 

Gaspard was one of many 
performers. She wore a seven-
foot tall costume depicting 
Yemaya, a goddess of the 
sea in voodoo and other re-
ligious traditions of the Afri-

Meet the big mermaids
Oceanic crowd brings celebration inland can disapora. Her getup dou-

bled as a projection screen 
for shadow puppets. As other 
performers took the stage, 
Gaspard wandered the crowd 
and showed off scenes from 
the deep sea. 

The experience was deep, 
the emcee for the evening 
said.

“There was an immersive 
quality to the night, and there 
was the whole idea that every-

one was a mermaid or a pirate 
and we were all on the Antarc-
tic, because it is much warmer 
there this time of year,” Da-
vid F. Slone, Esq. said. “It 
was great to hear some pi-
rate shanties.” 

The Mermaids of NYC, 
which hosted the event, plans 
to give the proceeds to Hudson 
Riverkeeper and the Whale 
and Dolphin Conservation.

The Mermaid Lagoon variety show featured per-
formers including Charlotte Gaspard, right, as well 
as mermaids musicians, dancers, circus performers, 
and interactive art installations.
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By Max Jaeger
The Brooklyn Paper

Gov. Andrew Cuomo is vi-
olating the Constitution by re-
fusing to call a special elec-
tion to fill the House seat left 
vacant by tax-cheating Rep. 
Michael Grimm, a lawsuit 
alleges.

A Staten Island lawyer is 
suing the governor for drag-
ging his feet in setting a date 
to elect a new representative 
for New York’s 11th Congres-
sional District, saying that 
Cuomo should have issued 
a Proclamation of Election 
as soon as Grimm resigned 
on Jan. 5.

Instead, Cuomo is playing 
politics and disenfranchising 
voters in Bay Ridge and the 

Rock, the attorney said.
“It’s not the most difficult 

— or involving a very cere-
bral set of decision-making 
processes — thing to do,” said 
lawyer Ronald Castorina, who 
is representing eight plaintiffs 
in the district pro bono. “You 
have a constitutional mandate 
and are 42 days delinquent 
in your mandate, your duty, 
your obligation.”

The governor is dragging his 
feet on the election in order to 
put the Democratic Party on a 
better footing, said Castorina, a 
Republican who has served as 
a Staten Island GOP Board of 
Elections commissioner. Cas-
torina insisted that his lawsuit is 
not politically motivated.

Democrats initially floated 

 Assemblyman Bill Colton 
(D–Bensonhurst) and Coun-
cilman Vincent Gentile (D–
Bay Ridge) as contenders  
against Republican-nomi-
nated Staten Island District 
Attorney Daniel Donovan. 
Castorina believes Democrats 
see both Colton and Gentile 
as weak contenders, and de-
laying the election would give 
the party time to find a bet-
ter nominee. 

A spokeswoman from the 
governor’s office acknowl-
edged the suit, but would 
not comment on the notion 
that the governor is playing 
politics.

“The governor’s office will 
review the suit and we are 
fully aware of our obligations 

Where’s Cuomo?
Lawsuit: Gov’s refusal to call a special 
election for Grimm seat unconstitutional

under the law,” spokeswoman 
Dani Lever said.

The governor has more 
leeway when to hold special 
elections for the state legis-
lature, but when it comes to 
filling federal vacancies, he 
has to act immediately, ac-
cording to Castorina.

“Circuit courts have main-
tained and clarified the law 
to indicate that the mandate 
for the governor to call the 
election is upon vacancy — 
that’s the triggering event,” 
he said.

Grimm resigned the seat 

days after  pleading guilty to 
tax fraud  he committed while 
running a restaurant he owned 
before taking office. 

Grimm could face up to 
three years in prison. The tax 
fraud charge was part of a 
larger, 20-count indictment 
that also alleged he hired 
undocumented workers and 
perjured himself. Along 
with his guilty plea on one 
count, Grimm acknowledged 
that federal prosecutors had 
enough evidence to prove that 
he hid $900,000 that came 
into the eatery, Healthalicious, 
and used the cash to pay em-
ployees under the table from 
2007 to 2009, then lied about 
it during a 2013 deposition in 
a civil suit.

A delay could also put Don-
ovan in a bind — if Cuomo 
holds the vote during the 
general election in Novem-
ber, Donovan will have to 
choose between running for 
Congress or sailing to reelec-
tion as district attorney, Cas-
torina said.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo
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A few weeks ago, I was speaking on the 
telephone when I noticed that I was strug-
gling to hear out of one of my ears, but 
not the other ear. This lasted for several 
hours but eventually went away on its 
own so I figured it wasn’t a big deal. How-
ever, just yesterday, it happened again, 
only this time it lasted all day, and I felt a 
little dizzy as well. I’m in good health oth-
erwise, so I’m very concerned—am I expe-
riencing hearing loss? What should I do?

Given the symptoms you have described, 
your first action should be to call your phy-
sician and make an appointment. While 
the odds are quite low that this is an emer-
gency situation, when it comes to hearing 
loss, the more quickly you act, the higher 
your chances of preserving your ability to 
hear. 

The two most prevalent types of hearing 
loss are sensorineural hearing loss and con-
ductive hearing loss. Sensorineural hearing 
loss, a loss of hearing due to nerve dam-
age in the inner ear, impacts almost one 
in every four adults over the age of 65, but 
it can also be congenital or it can occur in 
those who are younger. Conductive hear-
ing loss has many possible causes, includ-
ing perforated eardrums, ear infections, a 
buildup of earwax, a foreign body, fluid in 
the ear, allergies, or another blockage. 

To address your hearing loss, your doctor 
may refer you to a specialist. An otolar-
yngologist who is trained in the diagnosis 
and treatment of conditions of the ear, 
nose and throat can identify the type and 
cause, and an audiologist can determine 
the degree of hearing impairment. 

The good news is that treatments are 
available for nearly all types and degrees 
of hearing loss. For instance, conductive 
hearing loss caused by a blockage or in-
fection in the ear can often be treated 
with medication or surgery. Some cases of 
sensorineural hearing loss can also be ad-
dressed medically, though devices such as 
hearing aids or cochlear implants are often 
the most effective treatment. 

If you are having a problem with your hear-
ing, don’t ignore it or simply wait and see 
(or hear) if it goes away. Take action to 
preserve or improve your ability to hear as 
soon as you notice that a problem exists.

By Richard Rosenfield, M.D., Director of the Institute of Advanced Otolaryngology, 
New York Methodist Hospital

Richard Rosenfield M.D. Director of the Institute 
for Advanced Otolaryngology, New York Meth-
odist Hospital
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L isten, don’t talk. Lis-
ten, don’t talk. Listen, 
don’t talk. 

No matter how many times 
I tell myself to listen more and 
talk less so my kids will speak 
up, I forget. 

Take my recent date night 
with my 13-year-old. It is a 
rare night the two of us get 
to spend alone, so I took the 
opportunity, turned off all my 
devices and made him turn off 
his, and took him to Scalino, 
his favorite restaurant. 

I focused in, staring straight 
into his dark brown eyes and 
listening raptly to his excited 
tales of just how, exactly, he 
has come to be so enamored, 
near obsessed, with the New 
York Giants. It is Odell Beck-
ham, Jr. in particular who has 
really won his heart and, so he 
tells me, the hearts of all foot-
ball fans everywhere. 

I smiled deeply as his dim-
ples emerged in shy enthusi-
asm over the huge successes 
of this rookie player from 
Louisiana. 

“He’s like the greatest wide 
receiver ever,” he said, eyes 

sparkling with excitement as 
he recounted Odell’s incredi-
ble one-hand grab in the game 
against the Cowboys. 

I sipped my wine and my 
heart surged. Was it possible 
that we were talking about 
football and yet this was the 
greatest evening of my life? 

Here in front of me was the 
sweetest, most enthusiastic, 
smiley-est boy in the world. 
And I was lucky enough to 
be his mother. 

I didn’t have too much to 
add, so listening was easy. I 
ate my penne with broccoli 
rabe and sausage and asked 
a question here or there, but 
the football talk kept the con-
versation going well. 

There were other subjects 
too. Something funny one of 

his teachers said, stuff about 
friends. And then about the 
movie “Selma.” 

“Can I tell you what hap-
pens in the beginning?” he 
said. 

He’s seen it twice some-
how, when I haven’t even seen 
it once. 

“Sure,” I shrugged. It is a 
true story, so I figured I knew 
the information already, and 
I did. 

“These four girls were com-
ing out of church and they got 
killed,” he says, his eyes filling 
with tears that threatened to 
spill over. “It’s so terrible.” 

This is where I maybe 
should have just nodded and 
touched his arm, not run with 
the theme of man’s inhuman-
ity to man, the many atroci-

ties of history. 
Seriously, the next thing I 

knew I was talking about the 
Holocaust, and Eli was “for 
some reason” jumping out of 
his skin, so much so that, just 
post crème brulee, he had to 
get up and leave. 

He had mentioned his 
reading of “Maus,” the Art 
Spiegelman rendering of the 
Holocaust in graphic novel 
form, that he read many 
years ago. 

“I didn’t realize before then 
that it was so bad,” he said. 

The Holocaust was a con-
stant conversation in my 
household growing up in a 
reform Jewish family in Tuc-
son, and we read and watched 
things about it often at home 
and in Hebrew school. 

“I guess I’ve tried to shield 
you a bit more,” I said. “But 
it’s pretty bad, what people 
do to each other.” 

I talked a bit, told a harrow-
ing tale of a person we know 
who survived by living in a 
hole in the earth as a child, 
alone, and boom. I lost him. 
Eli’s discomfort suddenly was 

palpable, and all I wanted to 
do was to erase time and re-
turn to talk of the NFL. 

It is a challenge, I must say, 
to stay within the boundar-
ies of a child’s comfort zone. 
There are minefields all over, 
and there are, of course, times 
when you have no choice but to 
step in them. But, and I must 
remember this yet again, 
sometimes it is best to shut 
your own mouth and just lis-
ten. When I do that, I hear what 
they think instead of telling 
them what they should think. 
And I learn about where they 
are in their thinking, which 
is crucial.

When I got home, Eli was 
playing with the dog and the 
three of us canoodled quietly 
for a while. We recovered from 
what had happened to sepa-
rate us, and the best parts of 
the evening held sway. We did 
connect, and that’s the part, 
hopefully, that both of us will 
remember.   

I’m glad things went a little 
south on our date. It happens, 
and I can learn from it.

Hopefully.

Speaking up, keeping silent
Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie ThompsonOur Camp OPEN HOUSE

Saturday, February 28 

Children are always welcome

CALL TO ADVERTISE IN THE BROOKLYN PAPER: (718) 260-4552

F
or a city with no rea-
son to celebrate profes-
sional basketball, there 

sure will be a lot of celebrat-
ing this weekend. As the bas-
ketball world descends upon 
our friendly confines for NBA 
All-Star weekend, there comes 
a break in the action, and what 
better time for me to let my 
feathers down and reflect on 
the first half of the season?

Despite a losing record, re-
ports of owner Mikhail Prok-
horov trying to sell the team, 
nagging injuries to Deron Wil-
liams and Brook Lopez, los-
ing Mirza Teletovic for the 
season to a blood clot in his 
lungs, constant trade rumors 
— you know, when you list 
it all out like that, it really is 
pretty bad. And yet, here we 

are, circling 
the drain, 
but not yet 
down it. In 
fact, since 
those back-to-
back games in 
late January 
against the 
Clippers and Jazz, where the 
Nets lost by a combined 74 
points, the team has shown 
signs of life. Brooklyn beat 
the Raptors and Clippers, two 
playoff-bound teams. Deron 
Williams and Jarrett Jack seem 
to be coexisting and coach Li-
onel Hollins is getting the most 
out of everyone else. The push 
for the eighth seed is on!

Look on the bright side, 
Nets fans. It could be worse. 
We could be Knicks fans. 

Crummy’s All-Star guide
Plus why Dolan being insufferable is good for the Nets

The three-point contest is 
really the only event you need 
to pay attention to. This year’s 
competition features some of 
the wettest shooters ever — 
Klay Thompson, Steph Curry, 
Kyle Korver, and JJ Redick are 
among the notables. Some-
thing tells me the court at Bar-
clays Center will require more 

Flagrant
Fowl

with Crummy the Pigeon

At least we don’t have thin-
skinned Manhattan owner 
James Dolan cruising around 
with a porkpie hat and that stu-
pid kazoo, begging Joe John-
son and Jarrett Jack to hang 
out with him.

And to the fan who recently 
bore the brunt of Dolan’s dig-
ital wrath, the septuagenarian 
Irving Bierman, who dared 
to send His Dolan-ness an e-
mail complaining about his 
terrible management, you’re 

always welcome on this side 
of the river. People often ac-
cuse me of being an alcoholic, 
and I don’t argue with them. 
But when they let the moral-
izing fly, I sometimes fanta-
size about moving my roost 
to Madison Square Garden, 
because if I had to watch the 
Knicks day in and day out, 
I’d have an excuse as rock-
solid as losing it all in the fi-
nancial crisis. 

Anyway, enough of that re-
alism crap. We’re celebrating, 
remember? And I, Crummy, 
will guide you through the 
can’t-miss events of the week-
end’s festivities taking place 
at Barclays Center.  

In typical American fash-
ion, the Rising Stars Challenge 

showcases the United States 
versus the rest of the world. 
Somehow, the Nets actually 
have two players in this one, 
Bojan Bogdanovic and Mason 

Plumlee. Young Plums has re-
ally burst onto the scene this 
season, but I’ll take Bojan 
and the Canadian, Andrew 
Wiggins. 

than a garbage can and a mop 
to sop up all the rain these 
guys will be dropping.

The dunk contest, even with 
one of our own, the Young 
Plums, will probably be a lot 
like recent dunk contests past: 
a bunch of young guys who can 
get off the ground only slightly 
higher than me, but don’t have 
the brand backing of past par-
ticipants. Color me uninter-
ested. I’ll take the long-armed 
Greek kid, Giannis Antetok-
ounmpo, to win it all. Drinks 
on me for the first bird in the 
rafters to pronounce his name 
correctly..  

The game itself has always 
been a bit of a snooze. So on 
Sunday I’ll be bellied up to the 
bar with a kindred spirit of Ir-
ving Bierman — the genuine 
article is sipping Shirley Tem-
ples down in Myrtle Beach — 
sporting my finest Brooklyn 
black and white, explaining 
to the Nets newcomer what it 
feels like to at least compete 
for a playoff spot. It’s a week-
end to celebrate, after all.  

Nets guard Jarrett Jack is doing just fine without 
James Dolan hanging around. So much so that the 
Nets have a fighting chance at the post.
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Having His Dolan-ness 
as the face of your team 
is enough to drive any-
one to drink.
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Planned Service Changes

WEEKEND
11:45 PM Fri to 5 AM Tue
Feb 13 – 17
Includes the Presidents' Day holiday
 
No D service between 34 St-Herald Sq and 
Atlantic Av-Barclays Ctr

D Service operates in two sections: 
 1. Between 205 St and 34 St-Herald Sq
 2. Between Atlantic Av-Barclays Ctr and Stillwell Av

Travel Alternatives:
F(Q) and free shuttle buses provide alternate service.

D(Q)  at 34 St-Herald Sq or Atlantic Av-Barclays Ctr.
W 4 St and B’way-Lafayette St F instead. 

Transfer between F and D-(Q) at 34 St-Herald Sq.
Grand St F and 

shuttle buses at W 4 St or B’way Lafayette St.

Stay Informed

mta.info
+




