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Your Neighborhood  — Your News®

Firefighters carry a man out of the Union Street R train station after he survived a fall 
under a train, and emerged without a scratch visible.
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By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

A man survived a brush with 
death on Feb. 26 after falling onto 
the train tracks at the Union Street 
stop on the R line in Park Slope, 
according to a transit spokes-
woman.

The unidentified man was very 
nearly struck by a Manhattan-
bound R train when he tumbled 
onto the tracks just before 8:40 
am, the spokeswoman said. 

The first car rolled over the man 
and stopped, leaving him stuck 
underneath, but he managed to 
stay tucked into the trench be-

Man survives being 
run over by R train

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Greenpoint is seeing blue.
The G-train-dependent neigh-

borhood and neighboring Williams-
burg will get 53 Citi Bike stations 
as part of the private bike-sharing 
program’s $30 million expansion, 
The Brooklyn Paper has learned. 
One local was thrilled to hear about 
the bikes, which are supposed to ar-
rive by the end of the year.

“This helps ease transportation 
congestion, so I support it 100 per-
cent,” Rolf Carle said. 

The planned stations span the 
area from Flushing and Marcy ave-
nues at the border of Bushwick and 
Bedford-Stuyvesant to Franklin Av-
enue and Dupont Street in Green-
point, a block from the mouth of 
Newtown Creek, according to a map 
provided to the area’s Community 
Board 1. Notable station sites in-
clude one in  McCarren Park where 
Union Avenue is set to be converted 
to green space , one on either end 
of McGolrick Park, and one beside 
the India Street pier. 

Citi Bike officials originally 
planned to include more stations 
when the program rolled out in 
May of 2013, but they had to scale 
back when Hurricane Sandy de-
stroyed equipment stored in the 

BLUE ARRIVALS
New Citi Bike locations for Williamsburg, Greenpoint

This Citi Bike station at Metropolitan and Bedford avenues is set to be joined by 53 more 
stations throughout Williamsburg and Greenpoint by the end of 2015.
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Navy Yard and sponsor Citibank 
opted not to fund its replacement. 
The program got a cash infusion 
last year when a real estate devel-
oper bought Alta Bicycle Share, 
Citi Bike’s troubled parent com-
pany, and the program announced 
it was expanding into Greenpoint, 

and Williamsburg. Now, planners 
can afford to build on many of the 
spots they picked years ago.

“They were chosen to minimize 
community impacts and maximize 
connections to transit and local des-
tinations,” said Citi Bike spokes-
woman Dani Simons. 

Another wave of expansion is 
slated to  come in 2017  to Carroll 
Gardens, Red Hook, Cobble Hill, 
Boerum Hill, Prospect Heights, Park 
Slope, Gowanus, Crown Heights, 
and Bedford-Stuyvesant.

For a map of all the locations, 
visit www.brooklynpaper.com.

By Danielle Furfaro and 
Nathan Tempey
The Brooklyn Paper

Greenpointers are set to get a 
shiny new bike path and pedes-
trian walkway on one of the two 
spans replacing the decrepit Ko-
sciuszko Bridge, The Brooklyn 
Paper has learned.

The two-way bike lane and 
walkway will not be finished for 
at least five years, but when it is, it 
is supposed to provide a view long 
available only to motorists driving 
over Newtown Creek on the Brook-
lyn–Queens Expressway.

“It will be facing Manhattan so 
you’ll have a spectacular view of 
Manhattan,” state transportation 
department spokeswoman Diane 
Park said. 

The state is  set to demolish the 
span in 2017, when it will be 77 
years old, and replace it with two 
suspension bridges , starting with a 
Queens-bound one, then beginning 
the Brooklyn-bound road in 2018 

Bike lane for new Kosciuszko
Walking path, more car lanes also on tap for replacement

This rendering is an example of what the Kosciuszko Bridge 
bike lane could look like. The state hasn’t picked a design.
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new way to get between the bor-
oughs.

“Right now, you have to take 
sketchy industrial roads full of gi-
ant trucks to get to Queens,” James 
Callert said. “It will be cool to not 
worry about getting run over any 
time I want to go there.” 

The neighboring Pulaski Bridge 
is set to get dedicated bike and 
pedestrian paths to alleviate the 
pandemonium that occurs during 
the warmer months on the narrow, 
shared path that is currently there. 
Construction of the paths, which 
are intended to replace a lane of 
car traffic, was supposed to have 
been completed by now, but work 
has not started. City transportation 
officials have declined to offer an 
explanation for the delay.

and wrapping work in 2020.
The bike lane has not yet been 

designed, nor has a contract been 
awarded for work on the second 
bridge that will hold it, so details 
are scant. Park did say that the path 
would be 20 feet wide. The bridges 
will also have more car lanes in 
both directions, the lanes will be 

wider, and the roadway will have 
less of a steep incline, Park said, 
as the bridge no longer needs to 
allow for big ships to pass beneath 
it. The state hopes the improve-
ments will reduce driving delays 
by more than two thirds.

One Bushwick cyclist said he 
is looking forward to having a 

tween the rails and avoid contact 
with the train, she said.

As soon as the train’s opera-
tor received a report of a man on 
the tracks, power was cut to the 
third rail, she said, and remained 
so for an hour.

Firefighters responding to a 911 
call managed to extract the man 
and transport him to Lutheran 
Medical Center with minor in-
juries related to the fall, a Fire De-
partment spokesman said. 

A rip in his pant leg up to the 
knee was the only outward sign 
of his ordeal as the smoke eaters 
carried him out of the station.

x
Firefighters make contact 
from the platform.
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MEAN
Streets

The battle for Brooklyn’s byways

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

The whack heard round the 
world is set to be immortalized 
in a tiny museum in a Williams-
burg apartment.  

A pair of comedians are open-
ing the Tonya Harding and Nancy 
Kerrigan 1994 Museum in the hall-
way of their abode. The museum 
is meant to focus on a media ma-
chine that hones in on one scandal 
after the next, and the two athletes 
that got caught up in it, accord-
ing to the museum curators, who 
were both seven when one of fig-
ure skater Tonya Harding’s asso-
ciates attacked rival skater Nancy 
Kerrigan with a police baton. 

“We want to focus on the cul-
tural reaction and the media,” 
said Viviana Olen, who lives in 
the Williamsburg apartment with 
her friend Matt Harkins. “I had a 
sense of it as a child and then to re-
visit it as an adult, you realize how 
much the media left out.”

The pair first launched the mu-
seum concept as a joke Kickstarter 
fund-raiser with a goal of $75, but 
it garnered so much attention that 
they decided to really go for it, she 

Museum of modern angst
Jokesters raise funds for ode to ’90s scandal — in their hallway

Comedians Viviana Olen, right, and Matt Harkins are setting up a micro-museum in their 
apartment devoted to the figure skaters’ 1994 kerfuffle.
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just how much the Harding-Kerri-
gan scandal resonated with Amer-
icans, Olen said. 

“Everyone wants to get involved 
with this,” she said. “It is a story 
that people really connect to.”

In January of 1994, Harding and 

Kerrigan were occasional figure-
skating teammates in their 20s who 
were getting ready to compete in the 
1994 U.S. Figure Skating Champi-
onships, and aiming for spots in the 
Winter Olympics in Norway. The 
famous blow to Kerrigan’s kneecap 
was delivered by a friend of Hard-

ing’s live-in ex-husband outside of 
a practice in Detroit, and though 
Harding denied involvement, she 
eventually pleaded guilty to hin-
dering the prosecution.

The incident spawned a media 
circus that lasted for months, cul-
minating at the Olympics, where 
Kerrigan won silver and Harding 
suffered a broken lace and came in 
eighth. The competition was one 
of the highest-rated TV broadcasts 
of all time. 

Harding-Kerrigan buffs have 
come out of the woodwork to sup-
port the museum project, offering 
Olen and Harkins copies of play 
scripts, screenplays, and comics that 
they have written about the drama. 
A woman in Portland, Oregon said 
she is going to send them a hand-
made diorama of Harding’s triple 
axel, according to Olen. A woman 
who writes about figure skating pro-
fessionally sent them buttons and 
programs from the 1994 U.S. Fig-
ure Skating Championships, Olen 
said. 

One fan said the rivalry may have 
taken on the status of kitsch, but it 
has serious implications.

A tiny Williamsburg museum is set to commemorate the 
dramatic series of events that took Tonya Harding, left, and 
Nancy Kerrigan from being U.S. figure-skating teammates 
to rivals at the center of a huge media circus.
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See SKATING  on page 3
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S U M M E R @ X A V E R I A N

XAVERIAN SPORTS CAMPS Basketball and Baseball  Monday – Friday 9 AM – 3 PM

Free bus service from 

Staten Island

and Rockaway 

for camps and XCEL!

The Xaverian Community of Emerging Leaders 
(XCEL) is a summer enrichment program that integrates 
educational, spiritual and leadership development for 
students entering the 8th grade. In the tradition of the 
Xaverian Brothers, we seek to create a community of 
students who possess a zeal for education as evidenced 
by their character, leadership, and commitment to 
scholastic success.

The program will run from June 29th – July 30th
Monday through Thursday, 8:30 am – 2:00 pm.

Please visit www.xaverian.org/xcel to access the online 
application, as well as the teacher/administrator 
recommendation form and medical form.
Questions: Mr. Vincent Raimondo ‘97, Director of XCEL, 
vraimondo@xaverian.org or 718.836.7100, ext. 843

Boys and girls entering 
grades 2 to 9 have the 
opportunity to develop 
their individual skill, team 
play, and general health 
and fitness by attending 
basketball or baseball camp. 
For more details about the 
schedule and coaching staff, 
visit: www.xaverian.org/
sportscamps

Basketball
June 22 - June 26
June 29 - July 3
July 6 - July 10
July 13 - July 17
July 20 - July 24 
July 27 - July 31 

Baseball
August 3 - August 7

Questions:  Eddie Mayrose, 
Director of Sports Camps, 
emayrose@xaverian.org or 
call 718.836.7100, ext. 118.

Spots still open for Spring Break 

Basketball Camp!  Visit 

www.xaverian.org/springbreakcamp 

for more info!

XCEL The Xaverian Community of Emerging Leaders

HOW WOULD YOU LIKE THE OPPORTUNITY
FOR YOUR CHILD TO ATTEND

AN ENRICHING LOCAL SUMMER PROGRAM?

YOUTH COMMUNITY SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

For Eligible Children Ages 4 to 18

Who Live or Attend School in Brooklyn Districts 13 and 15

Visit www.AtlanticAve.org to apply
DEADLINE TO APPLY IS APRIL 16th, 2015

2015 Program Partners

MATHNASIUM    BROOKLYN BALLET    MASI BROOKLYN    MARK MORRIS DANCE GROUP

Please contribute to the Youth Community Scholarship Program
by visiting www.atlanticave.org or contact:

Atlantic Avenue Local Development Corporation

Email: Scholarships@atlanticave.org

Our Camp OPEN 
HOUSES
Saturday, March 14th (1:30pm)
Saturday, March 28th (1:00pm 
and 2:30pm)

Children are always welcome
Our warm, caring staff will lead a variety of 
camp activities while you attend our Camp 
Director’s presentation

10% off

Park Slope

718.260.8100

Charleston

718.494.1232

Grasmere

718.351.7333

Sheepshead Bay

718.891.5437

Bay Ridge/ 
Dyker Heights

718.748.3000

Williamsburg

347.987.4450

NOW ACCEPTING 
APPLICATIONS!!!

Lefferts Gardens Charter School (LGCS) is now accepting 
applications for the upcoming school year 2015-2016.  

LGCS is a free public charter school serving grades K-5.  
We are located at 601 Parkside Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11226. 

We are co-located with PS 92 and our main office is room 315.

Our Mission is to utilize an environmental science program to 
develop academically motivated and civic-minded students 
to succeed in competitive high school and college programs. 
Environmental Science lies at the core of LGCS’s academic 
program. The natural world — and its opportunities for inquiry 
— provides the centerpiece for the LGCS curriculum.

How to apply: go to http://leffertsgardens.org/ click on 
the Admissions tab and choose: 2015-2016 New Student 
Application, print and mail your application to the school, 
fax application to 718-284-2166, or visit the school to apply in 
person. The lottery will be held at the school on Wednesday, 
April 15, 2015 at 6pm. Families are welcome to attend but not 
required to do so. Applications received after the deadline will 
be added to the waitlist.

Application deadline April 1, 2015. 

Upcoming Open Houses

Daytime Sessions @ 9am Evening Sessions @ 6pm
March 12, 2015 March 19, 2015

LEFFERTS GARDENS CHARTER SCHOOL
601 PARKSIDE AVENUE, BROOKLYN, NY 11226

718-284-1480 ext. 101
www.leffertsgardens.org

By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

Let the Purim party be-
gin.

The Jewish holiday ran 
Wednesday evening through 
Thursday night this week, 
and Congregation Mount 
Sinai kicked things off with 
a carnival on Sunday. Rabbi 
Seth Wax said the shindig was 
for more people than just the 

Purim is pure fun in Heights

members of his Cadman Plaza 
West synagogue.

“We’re a community or-
ganization, and we wanted to 
extend the celebration to the 
whole community,” he said.

The carnival, which Mount 
Sinai has hosted for more than 
15 years, was a kid-friendly 
affair and included a bounce 
castle, jewelry making, an art 
booth, and games. Stephanie 
Levine ran the cotton candy 
machine, dishing out puffs 
of the pink stuff, and help-
ing herself.

“I think I ate more than I 
gave out,” she said.

The sugar wound the kids 
up, and the other activities 
helped them work off the ex-
tra energy.

“They got their exercise 
in with the bouncy house,” 
Levine said. “They really 
had a ball.”

Purim is one of the more 
festive holidays on the Jew-
ish calender, Wax said, com-
memorating the story of Mor-
decai, who supposedly foiled 
a plot to destroy the Jews in 
the Persian empire in the 4th 
century B.C. Costumes are a 
big part of the celebration, and 
Mount Sinai’s event drew a 
sumo wrestler, a clown, and 
a cat, among other charac-
ters. The afternoon snow kept 
some revelers away, but about 
70 turned out for the three-
hour celebration. 

Levine appreciates how 
much work goes into events 
like the Purim carnival.

“The rabbi puts in a nice 
effort,” she said. “He really 
tries to make the temple bet-
ter.”

(Left to right) From left, Eduardo Pardave, Marlene Antebi, and Rivolye Alex 
present the stuffed pastry hamantaschen, made specially for the Purim party 
at Congregation Mount Sinai in Brooklyn Heights on Sunday. Allison Brustman 
dressed up as a sumo wrestler for the occasion. Nizan Harel clowned around.
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FRESH

Happy Passover

VISIT OUR

PASSOVER
SECTION

We have (or will get you) everything  
you need for your Seder Table.

“We’re not just Matzo”

Pick Quick Key Food
5th Avenue/Corner Baltic St.  

718.783.8339
* Plenty of Free Parking *

CATERERS

Offering 
dinner, cocktail 

and 
buffet options

8015/23 13th Avenue, Dyker Heights, Brooklyn, NY 11228 • 718–331–2900 • www.siricos.net

(718) 339-8900  |  3024 Quentin Road, Brooklyn, NY 11234  |  www.marineparkfh.com

Marine Park
FUNERAL HOME

Our family has been committed 
to serving your family at affordable 
prices for four generations. 

At a time when experience and 
integrity are essential, know Marine 
Park Funeral Home is here for you.

   Non-Funded 
   Pre-Arrangements

   Arrangements

   Monuments

 Palm
 Tarrot
 Crystal
 Readings

Call for appointment or just stop by at 
578 Fifth Avenue, Park Slope

929–726–7921

R E A DI NG S  B Y

GABRIELA

Get 
The Answers 

You Need 
Today!

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

“Everyone laughs and 
chuckles about it, but it is an 
example of how we treat women 
in the media,” said Zackary 
Grady, who is working on a 
play about the incident called 
“Toe Pick.” 

The months of focus on the 
scandal would never happen 
today, he said. 

“Nowadays, this would be 
on Buzzfeed and we would 
be over it in a week,” Grady 
said. 

Another supporter, who 
hasn’t gone as far as making 
fan fiction about the incident, 
said she just wants to see the 

museum happen.
“It is very zeitgeist-y to me 

to make a museum in your 
apartment hallway,” said Pros-
pect Heights resident Janie 
Stolar. “And it hits a sweet 
spot of nostalgia.” 

The Kickstarter  campaign  
has raised $1,007 so far, eclips-
ing its original goal of $75. 
Olen and Harkins plan to 
throw a party to open the mu-
seum in April. The museum 
will not have regular hours, 
but will accept visitor appoint-
ments online. 

The curious can contact 
the curators at mattandvivi-
ana@gmail.com.

Continued from page 1

SKATING...

By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

The bouncy, $4.1-million 
footbridge that connects 
Brooklyn Heights to Brook-
lyn Bridge Park is set to get 
$700,000 in repairs, but park 
honchos say they probably 
won’t share what made it so 
dangerous in the first place.

Work on the Squibb Park 
Bridge is set to wrap up in the 
spring, but a councilman’s de-
mand for answers does not ap-
pear as if it will be met any-
time soon.

“We really want to know 
exactly what happened,” said 
Councilman Steve Levin (D–
Brooklyn Heights), who sits 
on the park’s board of direc-
tors. “If it’s a design or con-
struction problem we want 
to know.”

Park honchos  shuttered the 
springy footpath back in Au-
gust when they noticed it was 
moving more than usual . The 
big repair bill will come just 
two years after the zigzag-
ging span opened, meaning 
it will have cost $200,000 
per month by the time it re-
opens.

“It’s a lot of money,” Levin 
said.

During the meeting, Levin 
pressed Regina Myer, pres-
ident of the private park, 
about administrators’ ef-
forts to recoup the costs for 
repair and to issue a report 
detailing the results of an en-
gineering study. Myer said 
the staff would consider it, 
but added that she worried 
doing so could hurt a poten-
tial lawsuit.

Squibb bridge needs $700K in repairs

The bill for the Squibb Park Bridge is $4.8 million and counting.
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“We don’t want to jeop-
ardize the possibility of lit-
igation,” she said.

Myer decides what the 
board of directors votes on, 
but not how it votes. 

A spokeswoman for the 
park said work on a study 
is ongoing.

“Engineers are working 
to determine the cause of the 
bridge misalignment and will 
soon begin repairs to ensure 
that the bridge is open as soon 
as possible for the public to 
safely enjoy,” she said.

The  embattled Pier-
house development project  
includes structures that are 
being built on either side of 
Squibb Bridge, but park offi-
cials said back in October that 
the construction does not ap-
pear to have damaged it.

By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

He’s bot to trot.
John Dewey High School 

in Gravesend is home to a ro-
botics program aimed at get-
ting kids interested in engi-
neering at a young age. Phil 
Dispenza teaches the five ro-
botics classes and an after-
school program. He sees the 
work as a calling.

“This is a life choice,” Dis-
penza said. “We need problem 
solvers. We have to get engi-
neers coming out of Brook-
lyn high schools and going 
to the engineering schools 
we have here.”

Students start with an intro-
ductory class in ninth grade, 
where they build small ro-
bots from a kit. They take an 
advanced class the next year 
that shows them how to build 
larger robots as part of a team. 
Their creations then go head-
to-head with ones from other 
schools. The biggest bot of all 
comes out of the after-school 
program, where all of the stu-
dents collaborate on a single 
project to present in a more 
sophisticated contest.

“They work their way up, 
like going from JV to varsity,” 
Dispenza said.

The hands-on approach gets 
his students to apply some of 
the things they learn in more 
traditional classes, which 
helps the information sink 
in, he said.

“It gives it this nice spark,” 
Dispenza said. “They think, 
‘I’m doing this for a rea-
son.’ ”

Mohammed Hasan is a 
10th-grader in the robotics pro-
gram. He has been interested 
in tools and machines since he 
was kid, picking up on things 
from his father, a construction 
worker. But the classes at John 
Dewey have made him think 
about engineering in a differ-
ent way, he said.

“The hardest part is find-

Dewey does the robot
Gravesend high school is gadgetry proving-ground

ing the most efficient way to 
do things,” said Hasan. “It’s 
the design and concept that’s 
hard.”

Dispenza, who has been 
running the courses for seven 
years, said he is finally start-
ing to see more interest from 
female students, and that they 
now make up 40 percent of 
his classes.

“We’re making a differ-
ence,” he said.

One of those students, Ma-
riah Mensah, heard about the 
courses from her friends at 
school and decided to give 
it a try. So far so good, she 
said.

“I love it,” Mensah said. “It’s 
a lot different then sports. It’s 
not physical, it’s mental.”

She said the classes have 
her wanting to explore elec-
trical engineering as a pos-
sible career.

Kids in the after-school 
program — there are about 
40 — are also paired with a 
mentor, Michael Vilarelle. 
Vilarelle is an engineer who 
learned about robots in a sim-
ilar program as a youngster at 
George Westinghouse High 
School Downtown.

“It’s a program that 
changed my life,” he said. “It 
lit a fire. Instead of just tinker-

ing with things, it makes you 
dive right in and start prob-
lem-solving.”

A team from one of the John 
Dewey classes competed in the 
First Tech Challenge champi-
onship at New York Univer-
sity Polytechnic School of En-
gineering last weekend. Their 
robot had a problem with its 
lift, and they wound up fin-
ishing 37th out of 40 teams. 
Dispenza said his students 
took it well.

“Now that we don’t have the 
competition to worry about, we 
can work on the problem,” he 
said. “Nobody’s moping into 
class. They’re eager to fix the 
issue.”

Techno Files
Students from the Urban 

ence and technology projects. 
The students are supposed to 
meet with their mentors twice 
a week for the next 10 weeks, 
then give a presentation about 
what they have learned.

• • •
The suds tycoons over at 

WashClub,  Sunset Park’s app-
enabled laundromat , are ex-
panding the company’s reach 
by licensing its software to 
cleaners in other states.  Wash-
Club Penn-Jersey  is now taking 
orders for clean clothes using 
the Brooklyn-born software, 
serving Mercer and Bucks 
counties. There is already a 
 WashClub Long Island .

• • •
The Federal Communica-

tions Commission voted last 
week to establish new rules to 
preserve net neutrality, banning 
internet service providers from 
selling big companies faster 
connections for their web-
sites. Etsy and Kickstarter 
supported the measure.

Eye on technology and 
innovation in Brooklyn

Assembly Unison School in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant started 
apprenticeships this week 
as part of a program run by 
the group  Citizen Schools . 
The 175 middle schoolers 
are scheduled to work with 
volunteers from Amplify, 
Google, Momentum World, 
and Pratt Institute on sci-

(Above) From left, Marc 
Ventolora, Sean Buzhins-
kiy, Jieyi Li, and Francesco 
Pira, all 10th-graders at 
John Dewey High School, 
took their robot to NYU-
Poly’s competition. (Left) 
Robots pick up balls and 
navigate obstacles  at the 
contest last weekend.
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IF YOU THINK 
YOU NEED TO GO TO 
MANHATTAN FOR 

 GREAT MEDICAL CARE, 
WE’VE GOT A BRIDGE 

TO SELL YOU.

It’s no big surprise—Brooklyn has it all. Including world-class medical care throughout the borough.  

NYU Langone Medical Center has more than 12 locations with physicians across all specialties—along with a new ER.  

To find the right NYU Langone specialist for you, call 888.7.NYU.MED or visit nyulangone.org.

NYU LANGONE HAS MORE THAN 
12 LOCATIONS IN BROOKLYN.  

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Police arrested a worker 
who they say pulled out a 
3-year-old’s hair inside of a 
Fulton Street daycare center 
on Feb. 23, according to the 
authorities.

The kid’s mother said she 
dropped her son off at the 
center, between Irving Place 
and Classon Avenue, at 9 am 
and picked him up at 3:30 pm. 
When she got home she no-
ticed that her son had a chunk 
of hair missing from his head, 
police said. Her son told her 
that the kid-minder got an-
gry and ripped his hair out, 
cops said.

Bad date
A man’s date stole $2,000 

from a drawer in his bedroom 
on S. Oxford Street on Feb. 
24, cops said.

The victim said he met 
the crook on the internet 
and invited him over to his 
place, between Lafayette and 
DeKalb avenues, at 6:30 pm. 
The scoundrel left at 8:10 pm 
and the man noticed his cash 
taken not long thereafter, the 
authorities said.

Clowned car
Some crooks broke into 

a woman’s car on the cor-
ner of S. Elliott and Hanson 
places on Feb. 25, while the 
owner was at the circus, a re-
port says.

The victim said she parked 
her car near the intersection 
and went to the show, and 
when she returned at 12:15 
am, she found her car open 
and her items removed, ac-
cording to a police report. The 
rapscallions made off with a 
backpack containing a lap-
top, an electronic tablet, and 
a wallet, law enforcement of-
ficials said.

Two-speed
Degenerates made off 

with two bikes from in front 
of a S. Oxford Street apart-
ment on Feb. 27, according 
to police.

The victim said he had four 
bikes chained up in front of his 
house, between Fulton Street 
and Atlantic Avenue. He last 
saw them at 1 am, and by 10 
pm two of them were gone, 
cops said. The chains were cut 
and on the ground, an NYPD 
account says.

Campus crimes
Two students reported hav-

ing their bags stolen from Pratt 
Institute this week, the au-
thorities said.

A student said she left her 
bag in a classroom on the cam-
pus on Willoughby Avenue 
between Hall Street and Clas-
son Avenue, at 2 pm on Feb. 
25. She went to another class-
room, and returned two hours 
later to find her bag gone, ac-
cording to a police report. The 
bag contained a hard drive, a 

cellphone, a debit card, and a 
credit card, a report says.

Crooks snagged the sec-
ond bag from a dorm room 
on the campus sometime be-
tween Feb. 25 and 26, cops 
said. The victim said she left 
her room at 7 pm, and did not 
return until 5 the next eve-
ning. When she got back, she 
noticed her purse had been 
taken, police said. The thief 
used one of her cards to make 
$2,600 in purchases at Bar-
neys, cops said.

Mean streets
Three people reported sto-

len cars in the precinct this 
week.

Thieves stole the first car 
from Grand Avenue overnight 
on Feb. 24, police said.

The owner said he parked 
his Dodge Caravan between 
Park and Myrtle avenues at 
4:30 pm on Feb. 24. He re-
turned at 3 am the next morn-
ing to find it gone, law en-
forcement officials said.

Later that day, a lowlife 
with a tow truck carted off 
a 2014 Honda Accord from 
the corner of Clermont and 
Park avenues, according to 
the authorities.

The owner said he parked 
his car near the intersection 
at 8 pm on Feb. 25, and when 
he returned an hour later he 
saw a dark-colored tow truck 
hauling away his car. Police 
said they did not tow it.

Crooks also took a Nissan 

Altima from Carlton Avenue 
overnight on Feb. 27, accord-
ing to a report.

The owner said he parked 
his ride between Park and 
Myrtle avenues at 6 pm, and 
when he returned at 9:35 the 
next morning, it was gone.

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Pedal pilfer
A thief made off with a 

woman’s bike on Court and 
Montague streets on Feb. 20, 
cops said.

The victim said she left her 
ride chained to a bike rack at 
7:30 am, and returned at 3 pm 
to find it gone. She described 
the bike as purple and an “old 
lady’s bike,” according to a 
police report.

Totes lame
Some no-goodniks swiped 

a woman’s tote bag from her 
baby stroller while she sat on 
the Brooklyn Heights Prom-
enade on Feb. 18, according 
to officers.

The victim said she was 

sitting near the corner of Co-
lumbia Heights and Pierre-
pont Street at 4:20 pm when 
the two goons came over. One 
of the scalawags asked her 
how to get to Barclays Cen-
ter while the other grabbed 
her bag, which contained $15 
in cash plus debit and credit 
cards, cops said. The pair then 
took off on Pierrepont head-
ing towards Willow Street, 
law enforcement officials re-
counted.

Cheap suits
The authorities arrested 

a man who they say shop-
lifted two suits from a Ful-
ton Mall department store on 
Feb. 21.

A worker said the suspect 
came into the store between 
Gallatin Place and Hoyt Street 
at 3:50 pm and grabbed a Cal-
vin Klein and Vince Camuto 
suits. Officers turned up and 
cuffed him, per a report.

Ain’t Valentine’s
A prowler broke into a 

Schermerhorn Street apart-
ment while the owners were 
away, sometime between Feb. 
14 and 16, police said.

The residents said they left 

their pad between Court Street 
and Boerum Place at 11 am 
on Valentine’s Day. They re-
turned two days later at 5:30 
pm, and discovered that a lap-
top, an electronic tablet, and 
a jewelry box were missing, 
cops said.

Overdraft
A lout fought with a se-

curity guard inside of a Flat-
bush Avenue bank when the 
worker asked him to leave on 
Feb. 18, cops said.

The guard said the brute 
was hanging around the cash 
machines in the bank between 
Livingston and Nevins streets 
at 11:30 am. The guard asked 
the ne’er-do-well to leave and 
got into a grappling match for 
his trouble, according to a po-
lice report. 

The surly fellow then 
snatched the guard’s identi-
fication card from his neck 
and took off running, the re-
port says.

Office case
Some burglars broke into 

the office of a Furman Street 
construction site on Feb. 17 
and made off with two lap-
tops, police said.

A worker said the staff 
locked up the office near 
Doughty Street when they left 
for the day. Video surveillance 
shows that the crooks came 
in at 10:10 pm, grabbed the 
computers, and left, accord-
ing to the authorities.

Knap-sacked
A sneak thief stole a wom-

an’s phone from the pocket of 
her knapsack at the DeKalb 
Avenue subway station on Feb. 
17, NYPD officials said.

The victim said she was 
riding a Coney-Island-bound 
Q train at 6:05 pm, and noticed 
the shady character standing 
close behind her. When she 
exited the train at DeKalb, the 
fiend followed her off, but then 
got right back on, according 
to a police report. 

Then she realized her bag 
was open and the phone was 
gone, per law enforcement.
 — Matthew Perlman

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Shots fired
A masked gunman shot a 

man in the lobby of a Red 
Hook Houses building on 
Hicks Street on Feb. 25, ac-
cording to police.

The victim was visiting a 
friend in a third-floor apart-
ment in the building between 
Centre Mall and Bush Street 
at 5 pm, cops said. As he en-
tered the lobby, the fiend ap-
proached the man and let off 
three shots from a handgun, 
striking him in the gut and 
the leg, a report says.

The victim, whose father 
lives in Red Hook but who is 
not from the neighborhood, 
was uncooperative, officers 
said.

As of March 3 the victim 
was still in the hospital re-
covering from his wounds, 
cops said. The shooting was 
the first in Red Hook since 
October, a police spokes-
man said.

Not fare
A trio of scoundrels stuck 

up a taxi driver in Red Hook 
on Feb. 20, snatching phones, 
cash, and the cab itself, ac-
cording to cops.

The driver dropped off his 
fares, two men and a woman, 
at the corner of Dwight and 
Verona streets at 8:10 pm af-
ter transporting them from 
an unspecified location, po-
lice said. But when he tried to 
collect for the ride, one of the 
goons flashed a silver knife 
and demanded his money, and 
grabbed $120 in cash, an LG 
Flex phone worth $375, and an 
iPhone 4S, per a report.

The treacherous trio then 
fled on Verona Street in the 
direction of Columbia Street, 
police said.
 — Noah Hurowitz

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Clobbering time
A nogoodnik knocked 

down a woman and stole 
her bag on 77th Street on 
Feb. 23.

The punk came up behind 
his victim between Third and 
Fourth avenues in Bay Ridge 
at 6:10 am, put his hand over 
her mouth, and shoved her 
to the ground before ripping 
off her bag and fleeing, po-
lice said.

Officers canvassing the 
area recovered the stolen 
satchel, which contained a 
cellphone, but didn’t catch 
the crook, a police report 
states.

At blade’s end
A ne’er-do-well robbed a 

Ft. Hamilton Parkway Inter-
net cafe clerk at knifepoint 
on Feb. 28.

When the employee went to 
the bathroom in the cafe be-
tween 62nd and 63rd streets in 
Borough Park at noon, a guy 
followed him, put a knife to 
his neck, and demanded cash, 
police said. The worker com-
plied, and the brute punched 
him in the face before mak-
ing off with $800, a police 
report states.

Diner dashed
A sneak stole three com-

puters and printers from 
a Third Avenue eatery on 
Feb. 22.

The burglar broke into the 
restaurant, located between 
88th and 89th streets in Bay 
Ridge, through a side door 
at 11 pm, police said. The 
thief took three point-of-sale 
computer terminals and their 
printers — valued at $8,000, 
a police report states.

Investigators recovered 
burglar’s tools at the scene, 
officials noted.

Two-for-one
A money-grubber grabbed 

$8,800 from two Bay Ridge 
Parkway apartments on Feb. 
28.

The goon broke the rear 
door to the building between 
13th and 14th avenues some 
time between 9 am and 2:20 
pm, police said.

The burglar grabbed $7,800 
from the first-floor apart-
ment, then headed upstairs 

and copped another $1,000 
from a dresser drawer, ac-
cording to law enforcement 
sources. — Max Jaeger

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Serious restraint
A speedy pair of thieves 

jacked a victim’s car, tied him 
up, and stole thousands of dol-
lars in cash from him on Leon-
ard Street at Meeker Avenue 
on Feb. 28, cops said.

The victim was stopped 
at a red light at 3 pm when 
the pair of punks came up to 
his vehicle and pointed a gun 
at him.

“Move over unless you 
want a hole in you,” one of the 
goons supposedly grunted.

The treacherous twosome 
made it into the car, drove the 
guy two blocks away, and tied 
him up with duct tape and 
rope, then stole $2,000 and 
scrammed, a report says.

Lovers quarrel 
Police arrested a man after 

they say he escalated an argu-
ment by beaning his boyfriend 
in the head with a cellphone at 
the corner of Franklin and N. 
15th streets on Feb. 28.

Cops said the suspect was 
arguing with his beau at 11:05 
pm when he smashed the man 
in the face with the phone and 
punched him in the eye. Of-
ficers arrested the alleged 
aggressor and charged him 
with assault.

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Bushwick

A bite of crime
Police arrested a teenage 

woman who they say bit a guy’s 
lip so hard that she permanently 
disfigured him.

Cops said the pair was argu-
ing at the corner of Lee Avenue 
and Rodney Street at 5:30 am 
on Feb. 28, and the 19-year-old 
chomped the guy on the kisser. 
Officers arrested the woman 
and charged her with assault, 
according to a report.

House arrest
Officers cuffed a man who 

they say a woman found in her 
apartment on Scholes Street 
taking stuff on Feb. 28.

The victim said she re-
turned to her home between 
Manhattan and Graham av-
enues at 7:12 pm to find the 
stranger in her pad. 

The accused had gathered 
her laptop, portable camera, 
laptop charger, passport, and 
camera lens, law enforcement 
officials said. The woman 
struggled with the guy in her 
hallway and injured her leg in 
the process, a report says. 

Police arrived on the scene, 
arrested the fellow, and charged 
him with burglary.

No good deed
A robber stole a guy’s phone 

on Seigel Street on Feb. 27, po-
lice said

The victim said that he was 
standing in front of a building 
between Manhattan and Gra-
ham avenues waiting for a Chi-
nese food delivery at 6:45 pm 
when the bandit asked to use 
his phone. The good Samari-
tan handed it over, but the lout 
refused to return it, pulled the 
victim into a lobby, and went 
through his pockets, accord-
ing to cops.

High-tech heist
Police arrested two men for 

allegedly breaking into a syn-
agogue on Heyward Street and 
trying to steal electronics on 
March 1.

A man at the synagogue 
between Lee and Marcy av-
enues called 911 at 2:01 am 
to report that there were two 
strange men inside, according 
to the authorities. Officers ar-
rived and found the pair car-
rying a digital camera, a cell-
phone, and a USB hotspot, a 
report says. 

Hell hail
Police arrested a man who 

they say refused to pay his 
taxi bill and threatened to 
shank the driver.

The cabbie picked up the 
fare at the corner of Gates 
and Wyckoff avenues at 12:50 
am on Feb. 26 and drove him 
to McKibbin Street between 
Bushwick Avenue and White 
Street, NYPD officials said. 
When the cab arrived there, 
the suspect refused to pay his 
$8 bill, cops said. 

“Don’t turn around or I 
will stab you,” he suppos-
edly said. 

He then got out of the car 
and ran towards a building, 
according to a police report. 
The hack chased down the 
passenger and saw a box cut-
ter in his right hand, he said. 
Cops arrived on the scene 
and chased the suspect over 
a fence before cornering him. 
Officers charged the man with 
robbery and weapon posses-
sion.
 — Danielle Furfaro
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Daycare worker pulls 3-year-old’s hair out
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By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

The steel deliveries have 
stopped at Barclays Center.

The city ordered construc-
tion of the arena’s green roof 
to be halted on Feb. 25, follow-
ing an ironworker being fa-
tally crushed by falling beams 
the day prior. Work resumed 
on Friday, but not drop-offs 
of the material that delivered 
the fatal blows. The arena’s 
owners say that keeping the 
work area safe going forward 
will not be a problem.

“We of course constantly 
review the site to make sure 
it complies with all safety 
requirements,” said Joe De-
Plasco, a spokesman for For-
est City Ratner. “The site is 
safe.”

Peter Zepf, the 52-year-old 
worker, died when four steel 
beams rolled off of a truck as 

Yellow light for green roof
City assesses Barclays construction safety after death

361 union, and was working 
for a Massachusetts steel com-
pany contracted by Hunt Con-
struction Group.

The federal agency in 
charge of work place safety 
is also performing an investi-
gation into the incident, which 
could take several weeks, ac-
cording to a spokesman. But 
that agency only issues fines, 
and cannot stop work.

Work on the vegetative cov-
ering began last fall, and it 
was originally supposed to 
be finished in July. Forest 
City Ratner now expects it 
to be complete in Septem-
ber. The addition is  supposed 
to spruce up the Rust Bowl 
and to dampen noise from 
big events .

Construction on the roof 
caused a leak in the arena 
in December that stopped a 
Nets game.

A rendering of the under-construction Barclays 
Center green roof, plus several of the buildings that 
are set to rise around the arena as part of the mega-
development formerly known as Atlantic Yards.
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they were about to be attached 
to a crane, police said. Emer-
gency responders arrived at 
the site at 1:33 pm and found 

him lying dead on the load-
ing dock, according to a po-
lice report. Zepf was a mem-
ber of the Ironworkers Local 

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Check, please!
The owners of Williams-

burg music venue the Knitting 
Factory are opening a bank-
themed restaurant next door 
on Metropolitan Avenue. The 
eatery, dubbed “Federal,” is 
set to have a 20th-century art 
deco feel and feature a gold-
and-green color scheme, a 
small vault, and fake secu-
rity-deposit boxes, accord-
ing to management. There 
is no contradiction in put-
ting on punk-rock shows in 
one building while diners next 
door chow down in JPMor-
gan Chase style, manager Bob 
Reiter said.

“We do not see them as 
dichotomies, but as comple-
ments,” Reiter said. “Our goal 
has always been to put on great 
live music and to be tastemak-

ers, and we are going to con-
tinue to do that.” 

The company used to run 
another Knitting Factory in 
Los Angeles, and settled on 
the finance theme when it 
opened one of its two res-
taurants there in a former 
bank.

The Knitting Factory has 
had a long and storied history 
as a home for experimental 
music in New York. The club 
opened in 1987 in Manhat-
tan. Artists including Sonic 
Youth, John Zorn, and Gil 
Scott Heron have all played 
there. The venue moved to 
Metropolitan Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg in 2009. 

The 47-seat restaurant will 
not have a greenback-themed 
menu, Reiter said. It is set to 
serve up typical American pub 
fare, including hamburgers, 
hot dogs, and mussels. Food 

Cash only!
Knitting Factory to open 
bank-themed restaurant

From left, Richard Sloven and Bob Reiter, both man-
agers at the Knitting Factory, are preparing to open 
a bank-themed eatery called Federal next year.
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from Federal is planned to 
be sold at shows in the Knit-
ting Factory.

The restaurant will join 
the much-ballyhooed Mo-
mofuku Milk Bar and the 
fancy barbecue spot Fette 
Sau on Metropolitan. The 

Knitting Factory’s owners 
aren’t sweating the compe-
tition, Reiter said. 

“We are excited to be a part 
of a great two blocks of eat-
eries,” he said. 

The company is aiming for 
a May 1 opening date. 
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By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

Federal agents arrested 
three Brooklyn men on ter-
rorism charges on Feb. 25, ac-
cusing two of plotting to travel 
to Syria to join Islamic State 
militants, and the third of fi-
nancing the trip.

Police arrested Abdurasul 
Juraboev, Akhror Saidakhme-
tov, and Abror Habibov and 
charged them with material 
support for terrorism, based 
on alleged plans by Juraboev 
— who prosecutors say pro-
fessed his willingness to kill 
President Obama and plant 
a bomb in Coney Island — 
and Saidakhmetov to travel 
to territory controlled by the 
jihadist militant group. Cops 
caught up to Saidakhmetov as 
he prepared to board a Tur-
key-bound flight at John F. 
Kennedy Airport, while Ju-
raboev was arrested at home 
on E. 10th Street in Midwood 
and Habibov in Florida, where 
he owns businesses, accord-
ing to prosecutors. Habibov 
was in the country illegally 
and lived in Brighton Beach, 
according to Borough Presi-
dent Adams.

The arrests came more 
than six months after fed-
eral agents say they inter-
viewed Juraboev and he said 
again that he would assassi-
nate President Obama if Is-
lamic State higher-ups said 
to. A lawyer for one of the 
men criticized the government 
for allowing the alleged ter-
rorist sympathizers to move 
forward with their supposed 
attempt to join up with the 
group, and for employing a 
paid informant to build a case 
rather than intervening to dis-
suade the men.

“This case really makes 
us question the federal gov-
ernment’s approach to young 
Muslim men in America,” said 
Adam Perlmutter, who is rep-
resenting Juraboev. “They are 
very ham-fisted tactics.”

Juraboev and Saidakhme-
tov pleaded not guilty to pro-
viding material support for 
terrorism in federal court in 

Terror at home
Feds: Uzbek men tried to join Islamic 
State, offered to bomb Coney Island

Brooklyn on Wednesday af-
ternoon, hours after being ar-
rested. Juraboev, 24, wear-
ing a skullcap and a hint of 
a beard, listened as an inter-
preter translated the proceed-
ings. Saidakhmetov, 19 and 
baby-faced with long hair, an-
swered Judge Lois Bloom’s 
questions himself.

It was not immediately 
clear how long the men have 
been in the United States. 
Saidakhmetov’s mother 
leased the apartment Juraboev 
lives in — prosecutors say she 
attempted to stop his jour-
ney by hiding his passport — 
and most of Juraboev’s family 
lives in Uzbekistan. Perlmut-
ter, who only met his client 
Saidakhmetov that day, said 
he has not yet finished high 
school. The teenager, a citizen 
of Kazakhstan, had previously 
worked in kitchenware kiosks 
owned by Habibov in Geor-
gia, Virginia, and Philadel-
phia, prosecutors said.

Juraboev most recently 
worked at a Gyro King fran-
chise in Brooklyn, according 
to court records.

Investigators say they be-
came aware of Juraboev in 
August after he made an un-
nervingly peppy post on an 
Uzbek-language website about 
his desire to pledge allegiance 
to the Islamic State. The mes-

sage, according to prosecu-
tors, reads:

Greetings! We too wanted 
to pledge our allegiance and 
commit ourselves while not 
present there. I am in USA 
now but we don’t have any 
arms. But is it possible to 
commit ourselves as dedi-
cated martyrs anyway while 
here? What I’m saying is, to 
shoot Obama and then get 
shot ourselves, will it do? 
That will strike fear in the 
hearts of infidels.

When federal agents met 
with him, they say Juraboev 
copped to writing the post 
and told agents that he would 
gladly assassinate Obama “for 
Allah” if given the go-ahead, 
but that he had no plans at 
that time. 

In September, a paid in-
formant made contact with 
Juraboev and Saidakhme-
tov, and over the next several 
months the group hatched a 
plan to travel to join the jihad-
ist group, corresponding with 
an Uzbek fighter in Iraq, ac-
cording to the feds.

The trio later made bum-
bling attempts to cover their 
tracks by deleting social me-
dia posts, prosecutors said, but 
for months they allegedly made 
no secret of their plans to join 
the militants waging a many-
front war, massacring civilians, 

kidnapping and executing for-
eigners in highly produced pro-
paganda videos, and recruit-
ing fighters from around the 
globe. In a telephone conver-
sation with Habibov, an un-
named individual expressed 
concern about the supposed 
wannabe terrorists’ lack of dis-
cretion, telling the alleged fi-
nancier that Juraboev “didn’t 
take any precautions — he just 
blurted out without hesitation,” 
according to the U.S. Attor-
ney’s Office. 

Despite these reserva-
tions, the alleged plan appar-
ently gained steam in Febru-
ary. With money allegedly 
provided by Habibov, Said-
akhmetov bought a Feb. 25 
flight to Istanbul, and Jura-
boev bought a ticket for March 
29, the feds said. Shortly be-
fore his Feb. 25 arrest he al-
legedly spoke with Habibov 
about flying out sooner.

Neither man would make it 
to Syria. Agents swooped in 
on Saidakhmetov as he pre-
pared to board his flight to 
Turkey, arrested Juraboev at 
home in Brooklyn, and ap-
prehended Habibov in Flor-
ida. Saidakhmetov told his cap-
tors that he was headed to Syria 
and “did not intend to return,” 
according to prosecutors.

The 23-page criminal com-
plaint lays out the case against 
the men, relying on recorded 
conversations among them 
and with a paid informant, 
who met the men at an un-
specified mosque, according 
to prosecutors. 

Other key allegations from 
the complaint include:

• Juraboev told agents he be-
lieved in the agenda of the Is-
lamic State group, including 
the establishment of an Islamic 
caliphate by force in Iraq and 
Syria, but told agents at the 
time that he lacked the means 
to travel there.

• While lacking the discre-
tion to remain tight-lipped with 
agents, Juraboev was appar-
ently aware that he had landed 
on their radar, telling a mili-
tant in Iraq that he could not 
fly anywhere but Uzbekistan 
without facing arrest.

• Saidakhmetov’s mother 
confiscated his passport and 
hung up on him when he 
begged for it back, telling her 
that it “is a sin to live in the 
land of the infidels.”

• Juraboev and Saidakhme-
tov discussed shooting cops 
and soldiers. 
 — with Vanessa Ogle

From left, Akhror Saidakmetov, an interpreter, and 
Abdurasul Hasanovich Juraboev of Brooklyn ap-
pear in court to face terror charges for allegedly 
plotting to join Islamic State militants fighting in 
Iraq and Syria.
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Brooklyn, N.Y. (Feb. 15, 2015) – Reporters who 
risked their lives in 2014 to cover the Ebola epi-
demic, traced the rise of the Islamic State, and 
revealed secret ransoms paid for the release of 
hostages are winners of Long Island Universi-
ty’s 66th annual George Polk Awards in Jour-
nalism.  Additional honorees include reporters 
who uncovered systemic failure in two federal 
agencies, the Secret Service and the Veterans 
Administration, as well as journalists who ex-
posed brutal treatment of prison and jail in-
mates.

Awardees will be honored at a ceremony at 
The Roosevelt Hotel in Manhattan on Friday, 
April 10.

“The excellent work across a variety of me-
dia platforms refl ected by 558 nominations 
from news organizations, individual journal-
ists, and members of our advisory panel sug-
gests that journalists are adapting well to a 
landscape no longer dominated exclusively 
by print,” said John Darnton, curator of the 
awards. 

The George Polk Awards are conferred an-
nually to honor special achievement in jour-
nalism. The awards place a premium on inves-
tigative and enterprising reporting that gains 
attention and achieves results. They were es-
tablished in 1949 by Long Island University 
(LIU) to commemorate George Polk, a CBS cor-
respondent murdered in 1948 while covering 
the Greek civil war.

Reporting by the 2014 award recipients also 
laid blame for a deadly mudslide in Washing-
ton State on lax environmental enforcement, 
sparked the successful prosecution of a 10-year-
old Chicago homicide by authorities reluctant 
to charge its well connected perpetrator, and 
connected the deaths of more than 300 domes-
tic abuse victims in South Carolina and 400 
migrants in Texas to inadequate laws, insuffi -
cient resources, and indifferent responses.

Garry Trudeau will be the 33rd recipient of 

the George Polk Career Award and is the fi rst 
cartoonist in the program’s history to be so 
honored. He has cut political pretension down 
to the size of his Doonesbury comic strip for 
45 years. Four other cartoonists—Jules Fe-
iffer (1961), David Levine (1965), Jeff MacNelly 
(1977), and Edward Sorel (1980)—have also 
been cited for their work in specifi c years. 

Trudeau, Feiffer, and Django Gold, senior 
writer for The Onion, will discuss the role and 
impact of comics and satire in journalism in 
light of the Paris terrorist attacks on Charlie 
Hebdo in early 2015 at the David J. Steinberg 
Seminar of the George Polk Awards, “Dan-
gerous Lines: Cartoonists and Other Subver-
sives.” The seminar takes place on Thursday, 
April 9, at LIU Brooklyn’s Kumble Theater for 
Performing Arts. The event is free and open to 
the public.

“LIU is proud to honor excellence in inves-
tigative journalism that spans the globe with 
the George Polk Awards,” said Dr. Kimberly R. 
Cline, president of LIU. “This year’s winners 
are true heroes who risked their lives uncov-
ering the truth behind some of 2014’s most in-
credible stories, and we salute their courage 
and determination.”
About LIU

LIU is one of the nation’s largest private uni-
versities. Since its founding in 1926, LIU has pro-
vided high quality academic programs taught by 
world-class faculty grounded in the liberal arts 
and sciences. LIU offers 500 accredited programs 
to 18,500 students in the New York City metro-
politan region. LIU has an active network of 
more than 180,000 alumni that includes leaders 
in industries across the globe. LIU is recognized 
for its commitment to experiential education, 
service learning, and entrepreneurial thinking. 
LIU empowers students with skills they need to 
excel in the classroom and in their careers. Visit 
liu.edu for more information.

Coverage of Islamic State, Ebola, VA 

and Secret Service failures Recognized 

as Top Investigative Works

66th Annual George Polk Awards in Journalism
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Make-up test
Improv comedy is usually a collaborative team 

activity — but this event has turned it into a sport 
that pits comedians head-to-head. 

A group of improvisational comics will bat-
tle it out for the cham-
pion title — and a mug 
of beer — at Littlefield in 
Gowanus on March 10 at 
BeerProv, a live competi-
tion that its founder calls 
a cross between “Whose 
Line is it Anyway” and 
“Survivor.” 

“These are some of the 
funniest improvisers in 

the city,” said Jim Robinson, who is also the host. 
“Getting them all together in the same room 
means it will be an hilarious night.”

The two-part show starts off with improv 
and stand-up sets from each of the contestants. 
Then the battle begins. 

The competition consists of a series of classic 
improv skill games, including “party quirks,” 
in which the audience gives contestants per-
sonas as party guests and one must guess who 
they are, and “take that back,” in which con-
testants are periodically interrupted and told to 
take their last line of dialogue back and come 
up with a new one.

The audience votes on the winners of each 
round, knocking contestants out as the show 
progresses. The comedian left standing at the 
end is the winner, and gets to drink a beer from 
the “BeerProv Mug of Champions.”

Robinson, who started BeerProv in Toronto in 
2010, said the contest focuses entirely on short-
form improv, which is different from most of the 
improv performed in New York City. 

“It keeps it fresher, faster-paced, there are a lot 
more jokes, and it is a lot funnier,” he said.  

And no show is ever the same. 
“The audience knows that what they are see-

ing is being created right before their eyes and 
will never be seen again,” Robinson said. “And 
by giving suggestions, the audience feels that 
they are part of the show.”

BeerProv at Littlefield [622 Degraw St. be-
tween Fourth and Third Avenues, in Gowanus, 
(718) 855–3388, www.littlefieldnyc.com]. March 
10 at 8 pm. $10. — Danielle Furfaro

C O M E DY

These teens are fighting for their right to party 
— in the library.

A group of 17-year-old Brooklyn indie rock-
ers are hosting the third concert in an all-ages 
show series at the Carroll Gardens Library on 
March 7. Calling it the Long-Overdue Series, the 
teens — all members of 
the band Fightboat — said 
they are trying to carve a 
foothold for youthful acts 
in an attempt to stem the 
tide of venues closing in 
Brooklyn.

“A lot of all-ages ven-
ues are dying, and people 
aren’t really motivated to 
go to shows,” said drum-
mer Ben Verde. “We’re taking it into our own 
hands.”

Verde started Fightboat in 2013 with his pal 
Patrick Preziosi on keyboard and two other mem-
bers, who were later replaced by bassist Aaron 
Roman and guitarist Ryan Wu.

Verde and his bandmates, all of whom live 
in Carroll Gardens and go to Edward R. Mur-
row High School in Midwood, launched the se-
ries late last year in order to make a space for 
bands like theirs, made up of underage musi-
cians who often are not allowed to play at bars 
or get into shows at 21-plus venues. 

But the teens said they aren’t just organizing 
the shows out of self-interest   — they aren’t even 
on the bill of the March 7 gig — but rather try-
ing to foster a more close-knit community for 
young musicians as a whole.

“We don’t want to feel like, ‘Oh we have a venue 
so we have to play every show,’ ” said Wu. “There 
are plenty of bands struggling to find a place to 
play, so we want to give them a chance.”

The upcoming show will include fellow Car-
roll Gardens band Civics, Brooklyn singer and 
composer Brian Bonz, and New Jersey natives 
No Noise.

The Long-Overdue Series at Carroll Gardens 
Library [396 Clinton St. between Sackett and 
Union streets in Carroll Gardens, (718) 596–
6972, facebook.com/thelongoverdueseries]. 
March 7 at 3 pm. Free. — Noah Hurowitz

By Claire McCartney
for The Brooklyn Paper

B rooklyn’s hottest restaurant is Fuds. This 
place has everything — tubed lamb, 
breakfast beef stroganoff, a Moby Dick 

platter, and chicken spanked with cinna-
mon-garlic dirt and dimpled with a fresh-
water whale-tit sauce.

Oh, and it does not exist.
The restaurant began as a joke among 

three comedian friends. The trio handed 
out menus for their fake Brooklyn eatery 
at the 2012 Great GoogaMooga Festival, 
spoofing the kind of dishes served by 
the real chefs at the Prospect Park foodie 
festival with items such as “three trouts 
stacked on top of each other,” “shanked 
goat carcass in a powder dress for two,” 
and the mysterious “Bill Clinton sand-
wich.” One of the creators said the in-
dulgent, adjective-filled menus and su-
per-serious attitudes at hip new Kings 
County eateries were the perfect ingre-
dients for parody.

“How did it go from killing and eating 
what you need, to having all of these words 
used to describe something so simple?” said 
Arthur Meyer, a Park Sloper and writer at 
“The Tonight Show with Jimmy Fallon” 
who created Fuds with fellow funny-people 
Kelly Hudson and Dan Klein. “ ‘Reduction’ is 

a word you hear 
used a lot. That 
word seems to me 
so mathematical. It’s 
just food.”

The menu went vi-
ral online, and the three-
some quickly realized that 
they had something special 
on their hands. For the next 
two years, they spent their nights 
and weekends expanding the joke 
into an entire book, “Fuds: A Com-
plete Encyclofoodia from Tickling 
Shrimp to Not Dying in a Restau-
rant,” which Meyer will launch at 
PowerHouse Arena in Dumbo on 
March 11. 

The comedy writer said he previ-
ously worked in catering, and his real ex-
periences there helped inspire the paro-
dies of the foodie culture that, while not 
exclusive to Brooklyn, seems to f lour-
ish here. Meyer described one event that 
was a particularly rich source of uninten-
tional comedy.

“This one dish, they kept saying to ‘put 
the tomato at 12,’ as in, place the tomato at 
12 o’clock, and everyone was saying, ‘To-
mato at 12! Tomato at 12!’” he said.

In addition to the nonsensical dishes 
from the original Fuds menu items — 

none of which, Meyer added, are edible 
— the book includes new and equally in-
edible brunch and dessert menus, a fore-
word from Chef Mario Batali (who out-
lines five things he’d rather be doing than 
writing a foreword), and a “who’s who” 
guide to the restaurant floor. 

“The chef is the luckiest person, because 
he gets to taste the food all night while 

he’s making it,” Meyer said, “and the host 
is the unluckiest, because they never see 
the food, they’re just stuffing peppermints 
and rolls in their pockets.”

Arthur Meyer launches “Fuds” at Pow-
erHouse Arena [37 Main St. between 
Water and Front streets in Dumbo, (718) 
666–3049, ww.powerhousearena.com]. 
March 11 at 7 pm. Free. 

Band book-ers
M U S I C

By Trupti Rami
for The Brooklyn Paper

S ee it while you still can.
In the latest exhibition at 

Williamsburg gallery the 
Boiler, the destruction of art is 
not taboo but encouraged. “De-
stroy, she said,” which opened 
March 5, features work cre-
ated and then disfigured by 
13 artists. The show explores 
processes and methods of de-
struction and asks what is worth 

saving in an era where noth-
ing is deleted, said one of the 
show’s curators.

“We’re becoming a culture of 
pack rats,” said co-curator Saul 
Anton. “And it implies that we 
don’t really know how to value 
anything anymore, we don’t 
know how to choose, how to 
edit, to select, and weed out.”

Most of the works being de-
stroyed predate the show, and 
will be demolished specifically 
for the exhibition, the show’s 

other curator said.
“In a certain sense, a work 

of art is already a fragment, a 
ruin. This is especially true in 
the digital age; when art is dis-
tributed across a number of ac-
tual and virtual platforms,” said 
co-curator Ethan Spigland.

Each of the show’s artists has 
their own interpretation of de-
struction. One will erase a wall 
drawing, part by part. One has 
asked actors to remake a year-
old performance from memory. 

Another will project slides for 
the entirety of the exhibition 
that will burn from constant 
light and heat.

One artist pasted a poster 
littered with images of glazed 
donuts, bike saddles, and blue 
high-heels to a door on Bedford 
Avenue, which he said is now 
at the mercy the public.

“The inevitable obliteration 
of the print by graffiti, stickers, 
vandalism, weather, whatever, 
is, effectively, the work. It is 
therefore a work in progress un-
til completely defaced or over-
written,” said Williamsburg art-
ist Jeff Gibson. “It can be quite 
interesting and confronting to 
open yourself to anonymous 
interactions in this way. Some 
people don’t hold back. It ain’t 

Wine and dine: Park Slope comedy writer Arthur Meyer is the co-author of “Fuds: A 
Complete Encyclofoodia from Tickling Shrimp to Not Dying in a Restaurant.”

Deconstructed art
Artists destroy their own works

See BOILER  on page 10

Poster boy: Artist Jeff Gibson has pasted this poster 
on Bedford Avenue in Williamsburg, where the public 
can destroy it.
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New book spoofs trendy 
Brooklyn eateries
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Annual Corn Beef
& Cabbage Dinner

Irish Soda Bread

Complete Dinner  
with Coffee and Dessert

5 PM TO 9 PM
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED

$18.95
PALACE CAFÉ

206 NASSAU AVENUE
718-383-9848

St. Patrick’s 
Dinner Menu
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Experience True Value For Every Taste and Budget

REACH 
BROOKLYN
CALL TO ADVERTISE: (718) 260-4552
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
March 6

Damme it!
Protect your nuts, 
guys. At Videology’s 
Van Damme Fight 
Night, comedians will 
announce Jean 
Claude Van Damme 
fight scenes as if they 
were real bouts, and 
you can cheer for the 
Muscles From Brussels 
(even though you 
already know who 
wins). There will also 
be Van Damme trivia 
and a tight-pants 
high-kick competition.

11 pm at Videology [308 
Bedford Ave. between 
South First and South 
Second streets in 
Williamsburg, (718) 782–
3468, www.videology.
info]. Free.

SATURDAY
March 7

Show-offs
The Show/Tell Show 
is just like elementary 
school show and tell, 
but with booze, 
prizes, comedy, and 
far more cursing. 
Which is to say: way, 
way better. Bring 
something weird to 
talk about and you 
could win $20, or just 
see other people 
share their crazy pos-
sessions and stories, 
plus stand-up sets 
from comedians.

8 pm at Over the Eight 
(594 Union Ave. at 
Richardson Street in 
Williamsburg, www.over-
t heeig ht.com). Free.

SUNDAY
March 8

Fab four-
year-olds
It is never too early to 
indoctrinate your chil-
dren into loving the 
Beatles. At Beatles for 
Little Rockers, kids 
learn to rock out to 
tunes from the greatest 
band of all time, as 
played by duo the Lon-
don Souls. Don’t worry, 
it’ll be years before 
they start questioning 
what “Lucy in the Sky 
With Diamonds” is 
really about.

11:30 am at Brooklyn Bowl 
[61 Wythe Ave. between 
N. 11th and N. 12th 
streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 963–3369, www.
brook lynbo wl.com]. $10.

TUESDAY
March 10

Water works
Meet the man behind 
the myth. History-lov-
ing author Mark 
Adams will be at 
Word bookstore to 
talk to comedian John 
Hodgman about his 
new book “Meet Me 
in Atlantis,” in which 
he tracks down peo-
ple attempting to 
track down the fic-
tional (or is it? [yes, it 
is]) city of Atlantis.

7 pm at Word [126 
Franklin St. at Milton 
Street in Greenpoint, (718) 
838–0096, www.word-
bookstores.com]. Free.

WEDNESDAY
March 11

Ladies night
Sisters have been doin’ 
it for themselves for a 
long time. It is Wom-
en’s History Month 
and the Brooklyn His-
torical Society is cele-
brating some impor-
tant ladies from the 
19th century to today 
with a discussion of 
women and power. 
Panelists will include 
experts on Catherine 
Beecher, Elizabeth 
Gurley Flynn, Angela 
Davis, and Brooklyn’s 
own Shirley Chisholm. 

6:30 pm at Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 
Pierrpont St. at Clinton 
Street in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 222–4111, www.
brooklynhistory.org]. Free.
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FRI, MARCH 6
ART, “IN PRAISE OF FOLLY” OPEN-

ING RECEPTION: A group exhibi-
tion inspired by the book of the 
same title by Desiderious Erasmus, 
focusing on works by artists who 
challenge our belief system and 
dogma in a satirical, humorous, 
and witty way. Artists include Pavel 
Acosta, Hong Seon Jang, Marc 
Oosting, Lior Shvil, and Ghost of a 
Dream. Free. Noon–5 pm. NARS 
Foundation [201 46th St., fourth 
fl oor, at Second Avenue in Sunset 
Park, (718) 768–2765], www.nars-
foundation.com. 

ART, “HMS JERSEY” OPENING RE-
CEPTION: Exhibition of drawings by 
Howard Skrill of monuments in New 
York City, exploring the erasure of 
people and events from public con-
sciousness. Free. 6 pm. St. Francis 
College Callahan Center [180 Rem-
sen St. between Clinton and Court 
streets. in Brooklyn Heights, (646) 
245–8345], howardskrill.blogspot.
com. 

THEATER, “BAMBIF------/KAFFEE-
HAUS”: An exploration into how the 
Vienna of 1923 stacks up to Brooklyn 
of 2015. $18. 7:30 pm. The Brick [575 
Metropolitan Ave. at Lorimer Street 
in Williamsburg, (718) 907–6189], 
www.bricktheater.com. 

THEATER, “BROTHERS FROM THE 
BOTTOM”: The Billie Holiday The-
atre kicks off its two-year residency 
at the Brooklyn Music School Play-
house with this play about gentrifi ca-
tion in New Orleans, starring Wen-
dell Pierce. $20-$30. 8 pm. Brooklyn 
Music School Playhouse [126 Saint 
Felix St. between Lafayette Avenue 
and Hanson Place in Fort Greene, 
(718) 638–5660], brooklynmusic-
school.org. 

SAT, MARCH 7
ART, “POEMS FOR THE BREAKING 

OF SPELLS” OPENING RECEP-
TION: An exhibition of artist, activ-
ist, and educator Ché Baraka’s work 
exploring cultural and social tropes 
found in African American culture. 
Opening reception features Brook-
lyn vocalist Maritri Garrett of the 
Soulfolk Experience. Free. 6–9 pm. 
The Skylight Gallery [1368 Fulton St. 
at Marcy Avenue in Bedford-Stuyve-

sant, (718) 636–6900], www.restora-
tionplaza.org. 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN JAZZ WIDE 
OPEN: Featuring Joe Lovano and 
John Herbert. $15. 8 pm. Brooklyn 
Conservatory of Music [58 Seventh 
Ave. between Lincoln and Saint 
Johns places in Park Slope, (718) 
622–3300], www.bqcm.org. 

SUN, MARCH 8
THEATER, “STRANGE FRUIT — 

READINGS OF BLACK-AUTHORED 
LYNCHING PLAYS FROM THE 
EARLY 1900S”: Actors read plays 
about lynching written in the early 
20th century by black playwrights. 
Each reading will be followed by 
a discussion. $10. 7 pm. Jack (505 
Waverly Ave. between Fulton Street 
and Atlantic Avenue in Clinton Hill), 
www.jackny.org. 

MUSIC, WOODY GUTHRIE’S WON-
DER WHEEL TOUR: The Klezmatics 
perform Woody Guthrie tunes in-
spired by Judiasm and his time living 
in Coney Island. $30. 3 pm. Brooklyn 
Center for the Performing Arts at 
Brooklyn College [2900 Campus Rd. 
between Amersfort and Kenilworth 
places in Midwood, (718) 951–4500], 
www.brooklyncenteronline.org. 

FILM, “THE VICTORS”: Part of BAM-
cinematek’s Black & White ’Scope: 
American Cinema series. $14. 2 
pm.  BAM Rose Cinemas [30 Lafay-
ette Ave. at Ashland Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636–4100], www.
bam.org.

MON, MARCH 9
DOWNTOWN LOCAL TRIVIA: A 

bi-weekly pub quiz featuring fi ve 
rounds of New York City-inspired 
questions and a $35 bar tab prize. 
Hosted by Casey de Pont and Mer-
edith Heil. Free. 8 pm. Livingston 

See 9 DAYS on page 10

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

FRI, MARCH 6
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS. 

PHOENIX SUNS: $20–$3,000. 
8 pm.

SAT, MARCH 7
SPORTS, WWE LIVE ROAD TO 

WRESTLEMANIA: $25.50–
$120.50. 7:30 pm.

SUN, MARCH 8
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS 

VS.UTAH JAZZ: $20–$3,000. 
6 pm.

TUE, MARCH 10
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS 

VS.NEW ORLEANS PELICANS: 
$20–$3,000. 7:30 pm.

WED, MARCH 11
SPORTS, 2015 ATLANTIC 10 BAS-

KETBALL CHAMPIONSHIP: First 
round, session one. $24. 6:30 pm.

WED, MARCH 11
SPORTS, 2015 ATLANTIC 10 BAS-

KETBALL CHAMPIONSHIP: First 
round, session one. $24. 6:30 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

Belt it out: Randy Orton and pals will be at Barclays Center 
on March 7 for WWE Live Road to WrestleMania.
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COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER

MENTION THIS AD FOR 10% OFF 
at the wine bar or at our gourmet food shop

weolive.com/brooklyn
     @WeOliveBrooklyn         @WeOliveBrooklyn

      Facebook.com/WeOliveBrooklyn

LET US HOST YOUR SPECIAL EVENT
Birthdays, Anniversaries, Corporate Events, 

and Any Other Special Occasions
Full Event Planning Services Available 

Relax and Let Us Handle All Your Event Needs
Custom Label Olive Oil Bottles & Gift Baskets Available

WEDNESDAY
MARCH 18TH

GAME 
NIGHT

With complimentary 
glass of wine and 

small bites!

THURSDAY
MARCH 26TH

SPECIAL ART 
EVENT

Featuring paintings 
by Brooklyn Artist, 

Nick Savides!

EVERY SUNDAY 
FROM 2–4PM

WINE & CHEESE 
TASTING

Come sample our fi ne 
selection of carefully 

chosen wines!

FOLLOW OUR DAILY UPDATES ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper
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Great rates like ours are always in season.

*New money only. APY effective February 9, 2015. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals 
may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice.

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

At Flushing Bank, we’re small enough to know you and large enough to provide  
you with the great rates you’re looking for. Hurry, an offer like this can’t last forever. 

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local 
Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

12-Month CD

1.05%
APY*

$5,000 minimum deposit

By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

T his is a serious change of 
clothes.

A new art exhibit opening 
at Art 101 gallery in Williamsburg 
on March 6 will feature works from 
veterans using paper made out of 
their old uniforms. The show is part 
of the Combat Paper Project, which 
helps returning soldiers cope with 
trauma and other issues by teach-
ing them to make the paper and 
then turn it into art. A former Army 
medic who returned from service 
in 2008 said the process is cathartic 
for a lot of veterans he sees.

“It’s a transformational expe-
rience for some soldiers,” said Eli 
Wright, who participated in the pro-
gram and now instructs other vets. 
“They go through the process of de-
constructing the uniform rag and 
then they reclaim it as medium to 
tell their stories.”

To make the paper, the soldiers 
first cut-up their old threads into 
postage stamp-sized squares. They 
put the pieces through a beater ma-
chine that mixes in some water and 
macerates the fabric into a pulp. Then 
the slurry is poured into a mold, the water 
is drained, and it is pressed until it dries. 
After they have the paper, the participants 
get to chose how they want to express them-
selves and what they want to say. 

Works in the Art 101 show, titled “Be-
yond the Uniform,” include screen-prints, 
paintings, and sculptures, all created 

from the handmade paper.
“That’s why I think it’s so effective,” 

said contributor Kevin Basl, who did 
two tours in Iraq with the Army. “It’s 
open for interpretation.”

Basl said one piece he has in the show 
is particularly special to him and his 
family. It is made from the uniform his 
grandfather wore during the Korean War, 

and features a screen-printed pho-
tograph of his grandfather at basic 
training. The two had never talked 
about their service before Basl de-
cided to make the art work, and 
he interviewed his grandfather 
about his time in the Army when 
he started working on it. His grand-
father passed away a few weeks 
later, leaving the family with the 
recorded interview, and the screen-
printed uniform.

“My family is just happy that 
they have this piece of his history 
that was almost lost,” Basl said.

One of Wright’s pieces in the show 
features a large portrait of a veteran 
screaming into a phone that has no 
one on the other line. He made the 
painting after a friend of his, who 
was in the Marine Corps, attempted 
to commit suicide, he said.

“It’s like he is crying out for help, 
and he feels like nobody’s listening,” 
Wright said about the character.

More than just a form of art ther-
apy, the program also provides vet-
erans with a sense of camaraderie 
when they might be feeling isolated 
and alienated, Wright said.

“I really needed to find a commu-
nity of like-minded veterans,” he said. 

“This was exactly what I needed to deal 
with my experience in a positive way.”

“Beyond the Uniform” at Art 101 
[101 Grand St. between Berry Street 
and Wythe Avenue in Williamsburg, 
(718) 302–2242, www.art101brooklyn.
com]. Opening March 6 from 6–9 pm. 
Runs through April 5. Free.

The art-show of war
Vets turn old uniforms into canvases

Gallerist: Ellen Rand, owner and curator at 
Art 101 gallery, with one of the pieces from 
“Beyond the Uniform.” (Pictured top) This 
painting by Eli Wright is made on paper that 
used to be one of his Army uniforms.
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THE GOVERNOR IS WRONG!

His 2015-2016 Executive Budget proposals are wrong
for SUNY, wrong for students and wrong for New York:

• A cut of $1.3 million to SUNY’s successful Educational
Opportunity Programs;

• Plans to close teacher prep programs based on
invalid test scores from flawed SED-imposed teacher
certification exams;

• A performance-based funding scheme that pits
campuses against each other for funding and
curtails access for high-needs and under-resourced
students.

All while students are paying more than 60 percent
of SUNY’s operating costs as the governor continues
to disinvest in public higher ed. This is unacceptable.

Call 1-888-438-3921 and tell your legislators:

Do What’s Right for SUNY.
Do What’s Right for Students.

#dowhatsright

By Robert Ham
for The Brooklyn Paper

D on’t call it a comeback.
It has been 23 years since 

Park Slope experimental rock 
trio Blind Idiot God last released an al-
bum. But that was never the plan.

“We’ve been trying to get back into 
the public sphere for a long time,” said 
Andy Hawkins, the band’s guitarist 
and leader. “We have had so much 
trouble with various things, but the 
focus now is getting the band func-
tional again.” 

Blind Idiot God was originally 
active from 1982 to 1996, during 
which time it found many fans for 
its punk-infused metal sound and vi-
ciously loud live shows and collabo-
rated with the likes of avant-garde 
icon John Zorn and Henry Rollins of 
Black Flag. The trio reformed with 
a new drummer in 2001 and began 
working on a new album, but ex-
perienced a number of setbacks — 
chief among them that its bassist 
had developed tendinitis and hear-

ing problems.
Now with a new rhythm section, 

the band is finally releasing its new 
album “Before Ever After,” with a 
launch show at the Paper Box in Wil-
liamsburg on March 7. 

The 13-track disc re-emphasizes 
Hawkins’ love of both monstrous 

riff-heavy rock and excursions into 
reggae-inspired lightness, while also 
adding in spacious guitar drones and 
some touches of modern jazz — all 
of which Hawkins insists are com-
patible genres.

“My listening habits are all over 
the place,” he said. “We all find these 

styles to have more in common than 
might meet the eye. It feels really 
natural to me, anyway.” 

The band’s sound may not have 
changed substantially during its ex-
tended hiatus, but the way Blind Idiot 
God is unleashing its musical mad-
ness onto the world has. The trio is 
releasing “Before Ever After” on its 
own label, Indivisible Records, and 
is handling almost every aspect of 
its release and promotion in-house. 
Some older musicians grumble about 
the music industry in the digital era, 
but Hawkins said he has embraced 
the freedom it offers. 

“I think it’s great that people have 
so much more control over their own 
output,” he said. “It doesn’t change the 
fact that this record is probably very 
easy to get through file-sharing, but 
I think this is a great thing.”

Hawkins said he is also excited for 
his creative and professional lives to 
finally be stabilizing. He has a solid 
lineup for Blind Idiot God that is 
ready to tour later this year, and he 
has also been happily running his 
Park Slope tavern the Sea Witch for 
the past three years. 

“I’ve done everything you can imag-
ine in the bar and restaurant business,” 
he said. “I’ve tested people for sleep 
disorders. I’ve operated a mechanical 
bull. It’s been a hell of a life.” 

Blind Idiot God at the Paper Box 
[17 Meadow St. between Waterbury 
and Bogart streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 383–3815, www.paperboxnyc.
com]. March 7 at 8 pm. $10–$12.

Community’s pick
“A Legacy” by Sybille Bed-

ford: Long in and out of print, Sybille 
Bedford’s “A Legacy” finally finds 
a home with the New York Review 
of Books Classics imprint. Set in the 
years leading up to the first World 
War, Bedford’s debut novel follows 
the tragic bond of two distinguished 
German households — the Merzes, a 
wealthy Jewish family in cosmopol-
itan Berlin, and the Feldens, an old 
Catholic family from the agrarian 
South. Bedford famously wrote of 
the book, “Is some of this a founda-
tion of the vast and monstrous thing 
that followed?” With humor, pathos, 
and nuance, “A Legacy” captures a 
glimpse of life just before the 20th 
century unraveled.

— Hal Hlavinka, Community 

Bookstore [43 Seventh Ave. be-
tween Carroll Street and Garfield 
Place in Park Slope, (718) 783–3075, 
www.commu nityb ookst ore.net].

Greenlight’s pick
“H is for Hawk” by Helen 

Macdonald: Mourning the loss 
of her beloved father, Helen Mac-
donald, a lifelong avid falconer, de-
cides to adopt and train a goshawk 
— the largest and most notoriously 
difficult of all the falcons. What en-
sues through this book is wonderful, 
insightful nature writing about an-
imals, humans, and how we c-exist 
both with each other and with our 
surroundings. Interwoven through 
these two storylines is a fascinating 
look at the life of T.H. White, who 
was the author of “The Once and Fu-
ture King” and also was a falconer. 

In fact, he wrote a book about his 
own experiences, called “The Gos-
hawk.” Macdonald reflects upon her 
experiences compared with his, all 
while mourning and ultimately heal-
ing and moving forward with her 
rich and vibrant life. 

— Rebecca Fitting, Greenlight 
Bookstore [686 Fulton St. between 
S. Elliott Place and S. Portland Ave-
nue in Fort Greene, (718) 246–0200, 
 www.greenlightbookstore.com ].

Word’s pick
“Man V. Nature” by Diane 

Cook: Diane Cook’s stories run 
straight toward the indecent, knock-
ing hard against mankind’s discom-
fort in the world. Whether it’s the 
lust-filled woman’s pursuit of me-
teorologist Dave Santana, or the 
stalker looming on the front lawn 

of a woman who’s recently given 
birth, each story holds a dark, fable-
like quality. Cook’s language and 
storytelling will have you feeling 
like there is no way out — in the 
best way.

— Katie Sheperd, Word [126 
Franklin St. at Milton Street in 
Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096,  www.
wordbrooklyn.com ].

God’s not dead!
P’Slope trio returns with new album

Weekend reading
Booksellers give their top picks of new lit

Experimental rock gods: From left, Tim Wyskida, Andy Hawk-
ins, and Will Dahl of Blind Idiot God.
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Manor [42 Hoyt St. between 
Livingston and Schemer-
horn streets in Downtown, 
(347) 987–3292], www.liv-
ingstonmanorbk.com. 

COMEDY, THE MEHRAN 
SHOW: Comedian Mehran 
Khaghani hosts a weekly 
comedy show, with celeb-
rity and comedian guests 
joining him on stage. $10 
($8 in advance). 9 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

TUES, MARCH 10
ART, SOUL INSCRIBED AND 

THE SPINNING WHEEL: 
Baba Israel and Yako 440 
perform original mate-
rial and musical excerpts 
from their exhibition “The 
Spinning Wheel Keeps on 
Turning.” Free. 7–9 pm. 
BRIC Arts Media House 
[647 Fulton St. at Rockwell 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
683–5621], www.bricarts-
media.org. 

MUSIC, 28TH BIANNUAL 
INTERNATIONAL ELEC-
TROACOUSTIC MUSIC 
FESTIVAL: Featuring the 
work of Russell Pinkston, 
who will conduct a compos-
ers’ forum, as well as a vari-
ety of works by established 
masters and emerging 
talents. Free. 7 pm. Brook-
lyn College, Studio 312, 
Roosevelt Extension [2900 
Bedford Ave. between 
Campus Road and Avenue I 
in Flatbush, (718) 951–5792], 
www.bcmusic.org.

WED, MARCH 11
TALK, MARK STEINMETZ: 

Part of the spring Pratt 
Photography lecture series, 
photographer and writer 
Mark Steinmetz discusses 
his work. Free. 6:15 pm. Hig-
gins Hall Auditorium, Pratt 
Institute [61 St. James Pl. 
between Classon Avenue 
and Clifton Place in Clinton 
Hill, (718) 687–5639], www.
pratt.edu/photo. 

COMEDY, THE BIG TERRIFIC 
COMEDY SHOW: Standup 
comedy, hosted by Max 
Silvestri. Free. 8 pm. Cameo 
Gallery [93 N. Sixth St. be-
tween Wythe Avenue and 
Berry Street in Williams-
burg, (718) 302–1180], www.
cameony.net. 

THURS, MARCH 12
GREENPOINT SWAPS: Swap 

men’s, women’s, and 
children’s clothes, shoes, 
books, toys, electronics, 
and household items along 
with anything else you no 
longer want as long as it is 
new or in good condition. 
Free. 1–4 pm. Greenpoint 
Shul (108 Noble St. between 
Manhattan Avenue and 
Franklin St. in Greenpoint), 
www.greenpointshul.org. 

MUSIC, ALEX RAMONE, 
VIVA JENNESY, NIRE, FOX 
GOLD, IMAN EUPORE, 
CANTA KRYSTAL, VAM-
PIRES ONLY, GANOU: $10. 
8 pm. Coco66 [66 Green-
point Ave. between Franklin 
and West streets in Green-
point, (917) 807–6045], 

www.myspace.com/coco66. 

FRI, MARCH 13
MUSIC, GIRLS NAMES, 

FLAAMINGOS: $12 ($10 in 
advance). 8 pm. Saint Vitus 
(1120 Manhattan Ave. be-
tween Clay and Box streets 
in Greenpoint), www.saintvi-
tusbar.com. 

MUSIC, ALEX KELLY: Free. 9 
pm. BAM Cafe (30 Lafayette 
Ave. between Ashland Place 
and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org/
programs/bamcafe-live. 

SAT, MARCH 14
THEATER, THE GOLDEN 

DRAGON ACROBATS: 
Chinese troupe performs 
acrobatics and traditional 
dances in costume. $25. 2 
pm. Brooklyn Center for the 
Performing Arts at Brooklyn 
College [2900 Campus Rd., 
between Amersfort and Ke-
nilworth places in Midwood, 
(718) 951–4500], www.
brooklyncenteronline.org. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 8

always pretty, but it is often 
revealing.”

A life-size decal of the door 
will be at the gallery as a stand-
in for the actual print.

Anton said he hopes visi-
tors to the show will learn that 
there is no absolute bound-
ary between making and 
unmaking, creation and de-
struction.

“Art doesn’t exist sim-

ply in the form of objects 
stored in galleries or muse-
ums or homes — but in the 
language, the conversations, 
and the dialogues that cir-
culate continuously around 
them,” he said.

Gibson hopes visitors will 
have their artistic value sys-
tems tested.

“What is art but a rolling 
argument over iconography, 
an argument over what we 
value?” he said. “The destruc-
tion of art calls all of that into 
question.”

The show coincides with 

the launch of the  Foundation 
for Destroyed Art , an online 
archive of destroyed art.

“We wanted to create a per-
manent space in which and 
for which artists can practice 
destruction and can destroy 
their works,” Anton said.

“Destroy, she said” at 
the Boiler [191 N. 14th St. 
between Berry Street and 
Wythe Avenue in Williams-
burg, (718) 599–2144, www.
pierogi2000.com]. Opening 
reception March 6 at 7 pm. 
Free. Show runs through 
April 5.

BOILER...
Continued from page 7

Victory is ours: The Brooklyn Academy of Music is 
screening the 1963 war film “The Victors” on March 
8 as part of its series highlighting black and white film 
and CinemaScope.
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PARENTING IS TOUGH.
You don’t want it to be tough on your children.
Find someone you trust or call 311 and ask for Parenting Support.

REACH OUT FOR HELP.

BEFORE YOU REACH  
YOUR BREAKING POINT  

AS A PARENT

Bill de Blasio 
Mayor
Gladys Carrión 
Commissioner

EXCEPT IONAL

Helping Brooklyn Th rive
nym.org  •  866-84-HEART 

The specialists at the New York Methodist-Cornell Heart Center off er a full 
range of heart care services in the most modern cardiac center in Brooklyn. Th ey 

provide the newest procedures and technology for diagnosis and treatment, including 
medical management, balloon angioplasty stent placement, minimally invasive and 
cardiac surgery and transcatheter aortic valve replacement (TAVR) – all performed by 
exceptional specialists and surgeons.

“My doctors showed 
me their heart 
while repairing 

mine.”

By Vanessa Ogle
The Brooklyn Paper

One of the men arrested on 
terrorism charges on Feb. 25 
for his alleged plan to join Is-
lamic State fighters in Syria 
raised concerns among his fel-
low Muslims with his rigid, ar-
chaic interpretation of Islam, 
according to a local community 
leader who knew him.

Abror Habibov, who was 
originally from Uzbekistan 
and divided his time between 
Brighton Beach and Florida on 
an expired visa, held extreme 
religious views that some of 
his Uzbek peers worried could 
lead to trouble.

“There were concerns about 
the way he understood Islam,” 
said Farhod Sulton, the presi-
dent of the Vatandosh Uzbek 
American Federation. “There 
is modern Islam and there is ul-
tra-orthodox, and the way they 
see and the way they under-
stand Islam is totally different 
from the modern Islam.” 

Habibov was arrested along 
with Midwood residents Ab-
durasul Juraboev, a fellow Uz-
bek, and Akhror Saidakhme-
tov, a Kazakhstan native. The 
men were charged with ma-
terial support for terrorism 
based on allegations that Ju-
raboev offered to bomb Coney 
Island and assassinate Presi-
dent Obama and Saidakhmetov 
— arrested just before board-
ing a flight to Turkey — was 
planning to join the jihadist 
militant group committing 
atrocities in Iraq, Syria, and 
elsewhere. Habibov, arrested 
in Florida, was allegedly fund-
ing the travel plans. 

Islamic State fighters follow 
the teachings of Abu Bakr al-
Baghdadi, a Sunni Muslim and 
breakaway leader of al-Qaeda 
in Iraq. Baghdadi has declared 
the territory he controls a ca-
liphate, or Islamic state, and 
is expanding it by force, mur-
dering, enslaving, and other-
wise subjugating Shiite Mus-
lims, Christians, members of 
other religious minorities, and 
fellow Sunnis who his follow-
ers declare apostates. So, ba-
sically anyone who disagrees 
with him.

In the short term, Islamic 
State followers want to impose 

Muslims: Terror isn’t us
Uzbek leader recalls his ‘concerns’ over a suspect

sharia, or Koranic law, as they 
interpret it, but a larger goal 
is triggering the apocalypse, 
which they believe will have 
its climax during a battle in Je-
rusalem between jihadists and 
“Roman” forces backed by the 
anti-Messiah — and that Jesus 
will swoop down and fight on 
the side of the jihadists, lead-
ing them to victory.   

Borough President Adams 
wants to keep young Muslim 
men from buying into this proj-
ect, which has been widely con-
demned by mainstream Islamic 
scholars. Adams held a press 
conference with local Muslim 
leaders at Oasis Cafe in Sheep-
shead Bay on Feb. 26 to dis-
cuss the arrest and the radical-
ization of young Muslim men 
who may feel out of place in 
America. 

There are approximately 

50,000 Uzbek immigrants in 
New York and Sulton stressed 
the individuals who were ar-
rested do not reflect the Cen-
tral Asian community. Sulton 
said he was shocked when he 
heard the news, and that the 
last time he saw Havibov, it 
seemed like he had very typ-
ical goals.

“He wasn’t crazy then. He 
was just normal guy. Wants to 
build business and get ahead,” 
he said, adding that his fringe 
views on Islam may have led 
him to associate with extrem-
ists who radicalized him. 

Adams said he wants to try 
and short-circuit that process 
by connecting young immi-
grants who may feel alienated 
in America with Brooklynites 
to prevent them from turning 
to extremists from the inter-
net for guidance.

“Many of these young 
men don’t understand how to 
be part of the American cul-
ture if someone is not there 
showing them that process,” 
said Adams. 

He went on:
“We want to be proactive to 

go into the communities, estab-
lish relationships with the com-
munities, identify the young 
people and have them talk to 
young people from America 
and from Brooklyn so they can 
understand that the hate they 
are hearing through the inter-
net is not the hate that Amer-
ica is.”

Sulton reiterated that the 
men arrested don’t represent 
Uzbeks and Kazakhs.

“We were concerned that 
these people may destroy our 
reputation,” he said. 

(Above) Ibrahim Sen, 
president of the Turkish 
American Eyup Sultan 
Cultural Center, said he 
was appalled when he 
learned that suspected 
Islamic State sympa-
thizers planned to fly to 
Turkey to reach Syria. 
(Left) Terror suspect 
Abdurasul Juraboev 
lived in an apartment in 
Midwood leased by the 
mother of his alleged 
co-conspirator.
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NYU School of Medicine

Have you experienced a traumatic 
event? Are you depressed and 

anxious? Are you experiencing 
fl ashbacks? Irritability?  

If so, you may be eligible to participate in a 
study that involves taking an investigational 

medication or placebo for one week. Th is study 
takes place at New York University School of 

Medicine over the course of fi ve visits. You must 
be between the ages of 18 and 60, medically 

healthy and currently not taking medications. 
You will be compensated for your time.  

For more information, please call 646-754-4831.

MEDICAL 
RESEARCH 

GUIDE

Advertise your Clinical Studies in  New York’s 
largest group of community newspapers.

Call Amanda Tarley: 718-260-8340 L ast week a 19-year-old 
was one of three men 
arrested on terrorism 

charges for allegedly trying 

On children and terrorism
to get to Syria to 
fight with the Is-
lamic State. The 
week before, 
three teenage 
girls from the 
United King-
dom made their 
escape to join 
the terrorists, contacting 
their families after arriv-
ing in the Middle East. In 
the past few months, teenag-
ers from Canada, the United 
States, and Europe have struck 
out to become jihadists and 
I, along with their parents, 
wonder why.

I think of those teenage 
girls who have made it, now 
brides and mothers to fight-
ers, subject to Sharia law, liv-
ing under constant threat of 
bombings and attacks, and 
I can’t imagine why they 
would make this choice. I 
look at my daughters and 
wonder if they could hatch 
a plan over months involving 
money, passports, airplanes 
and crossing battle lines to 

put themselves at risk for the 
rest of their lives, and if so, 
what could possibly drive 
them to do it.

Perhaps it is the passion-
ate nature of adolescence, 
the desire and ability to be-
lieve absolutely in an idea or 
cause. Apartheid in South Af-
rica got me protesting, ral-
lying, and blockading build-
ings during my college years. 
Maybe these are teens filled 
with undirected passion, 
which makes me so glad 
my 19-year-old has thrown 
herself into theater and film 
production in every free mo-
ment. Even my 17-year-old 
seems to be slowly honing in 
on a future path, though her 

passion right now is clearly 
her friends. 

Still, these kids head off 
to warfare and deprivation 
without being able to un-
derstand the consequences 
of their actions and where it 
will leave them in a year or 
two or five.I wonder if they 
couldn’t envision a future in 
their home countries and so, 
feeling no opportunities, took 
a path to immediate impor-
tance and position. 

The young men are now 
warriors; the women moth-
ers, wives and recruiters for 
the cause. Yet most of these 
teens were educated, had in-
volved families, and on the 
surface seemed to have the 
same chance at a bright fu-
ture as any future college 
grad. 

Again, I look at my daugh-
ters who clearly see a life un-
folding in front of them, one 
with choices and chances.

Did their parents fail these 
young men and women by 

not helping them see what 
life could hold? Did they 
miss the moment in school 
or home, the lesson on imag-
ining your life as a jihadist 
when you’re 30, if you live 
that long? 

These teens, abandoning 
lives that seem pretty good, 
play into my fears. What can 
I do to inoculate my daugh-
ters from whatever emo-
tional virus infected these 
kids? How can I help my girls 
to see past the immediate ap-
peal of a passionate choice, 
thinking it through a longer 
time frame?

I need to believe that there 
are actions I can take and 
that parenting is not just a 
complete crapshoot — that 
any, seemingly reasonable 
kid could one day run to a 
cause, possibly never to re-
turn. I want these teenagers 
to explain it to me, and their 
parents, so we all can, hope-
fully, understand the seem-
ingly incomprehensible.

By Scott Sager

The 
Dad

By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

What a night in Brooklyn 
Heights.

The 105-year-old Brook-
lyn Heights Association held 
its annual meeting on Feb. 24 
in Grace Church, and honored 
long-time executive director 
Judy Stanton, who is set to re-
tire in August.

“No one can replace Judy 
Stanton,” said the group’s pres-
ident, Alexandra Bowie, as she 
presented Stanton with a com-
memorative trophy. “She has 
an encyclopedic knowledge of 
our organization and the de-
termined energy to get things 
done.”

The group also awarded 
Stanton the Martha Atwater 
Award, named for the member 
who was killed on a Clinton 
Street sidewalk two years ago 
by a pickup truck. Channel 13 
announcer and Heights resident 
Tom Stewart teared up when 
he presented the award.

“We are all the beneficia-
ries of her many years of ser-
vice in Brooklyn Heights,” 
Stewart said. 

The rest of the night put a 
focus on preservation, a hot-
button issue for the area and 
the Association, which spear-
headed the effort to designate 

A Heights to remember
Civic group honors head and skewers park

the Brooklyn Heights Historic 
District back in the 1960s. 
Bowie said the work started 
back then is even more impor-

tant today.
“We are a quiet corner no 

more,” she said.
She explained the group’s 

(Above) Channel 13 an-
nouncer Tom Stewart 
kisses Brooklyn Heights 
Association direc-
tor Judy Stanton after 
presenting her with 
an award. (Left) Ren 
Richmond, a member 
of People for Green-
space, talked about the 
group’s efforts to block 
two buildings at Pier 6 in 
Brooklyn Bridge Park.
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current efforts to scale back de-
velopment in Brooklyn Bridge 
Park, calling on park honchos 
to  lower the view-blocking 
Pierhouse hotel-condo build-
ing  and nix  the planned tow-
ers near Pier 6 . 

“We have always argued 
that only housing that is needed 
should be built, and right now 
were are not convinced build-
ing on Pier 6 is necessary,” 
Bowie said.

Community groups in-
volved in those fights presented 
updates at the meeting.

In addition to Stanton, the 
civic organization also gave 
awards to 84th Precinct Com-
munity Affairs Det. Sal Fer-
rante for his 16 years of com-
munity involvement, to the 
congregation of Grace Church 
for the restoration of its his-
toric building, and to the De-
partment of Transportation 
for the installation of old-
fashioned lampposts in the 
neighborhood.

Justin Davidson, a Pulitzer 
Prize-winning critic for New 
York Magazine gave the guest 
lecture. He described preser-
vation efforts in various cit-
ies and urged the Brooklyn 
Heights Association to con-
sider the side effects of con-
serving their neighborhood.

“Preserving a neighbor-
hood’s architecture doesn’t 
necessarily mean preserving 
its character,” he said. “Turn 
a working-class district into 
an historic district, and it’s 
unlikely to remain working-
class.”

E
ver since the NBA All-
Star break, a subtle shift 
has occurred in the life 

of Brooklyn’s most beloved, 
least authorized mascot.

On an average Nets game 
night, your pal Crummy no lon-
ger feels the need to buy an 
extra Thunderbird to drown 
a long evening of stale, unin-
spired basketball. No, it turns 
out two bottles of the good stuff 
is all the buzz a law-abiding 
pigeon needs when the boys in 
black are putting on a show ac-
tually worth watching.

At first glance, you might 
say not much has changed for 
the gang at Barclays. For all the 
talk surrounding just about ev-
ery guy on the roster leading 
up to the Feb. 19 trade dead-
line, the Nets made only one 
move: Gladly taking on Thad-
deus Young in exchange for 
 sending Kevin Garnett back to 
Minnesota , where he can retire 
in his old Timberwolves jersey 
and help the team’s quest to lose 
as much as possible.

Looked at another way, how-

A light at the end of the tunnel
Nets play post-trade gives our columnist something to hold onto

ever, a lot is differ-
ent for these Nets, 
in terms of stabil-
ity and confidence. 
It was no secret 
Brooklyn’s origi-
nal core of Brook 
Lopez, Deron Wil-
liams, and Joe Johnson were 
as open to potential buyers as 
the nest my buddy Carl and I 
tried to flip in Fort Greene a 
couple years ago, right when 
everyone started getting cold 
claws due to tight credit.

It’s not easy to perform 
when every day you wake 
up unsure if you’re going to 
have to fly across the country 
to join a new team in a new city. 
Even George Clooney couldn’t 
take it after a while in “Up In 
The Air” (or as it was mar-
keted in the bird community, 
“They Fly Among Us”). Now 
that the members of this team 
know they’re in Brooklyn for 
the remainder of the season, 
they can focus on the task at 
hand. Monday’s victory over 
the West’s-best Golden State 

The Nets’ new forward Thaddeus Young is putting 
some spring back in the team’s step.
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Warriors — marking four wins 
in the first six games after the 
All-Star break — was a major 
statement of intent.

But if there’s one thing the 
Nets have proven in three years 
in Brooklyn, it’s that just be-
cause a team is good enough 
to sneak into the Eastern Con-
ference playoffs doesn’t mean 
it’s fun to watch. That’s where 
the minor changes that have 
taken place in recent weeks 
come in. The most obvious is 
the addition of Young, who is 
a fine player and a nice burst 
of athleticism. Mostly, how-
ever, he’s a reminder of how 
dynamic a 26-year-old body 
that stretches the defense at the 
power forward position can be, 
especially when compared to 
Garnett’s mule-like attempts 
to will his body into playing 
the game of basketball.

Then you have this rookie 
Markel Brown that the Nets 
traded for on draft night last 
year. He’s now starting at 
shooting guard, but he could 
take one shot a game for all I 
care. The kid can play some 
serious defense, and any occa-
sional explosiveness he brings 
on the offensive end is a plus. 
Couple that with the fact that 
fill-in point guard Jarrett Jack, 
arguably the most consistently 
exciting Net this season, is con-
tinuing to see significant play-
ing time even with Deron Wil-
liams’ returning to action last 
month, and you’ve finally got a 
squad with some pop to it.

Speaking of which, spare 
a buck for a beer?

By Matthew Perlman
The Brooklyn Paper

They’ll take this hero with a grain 
of salt.

Some patrons and workers at the A-
Rod Grocery on Myrtle Avenue, named 
for Alex Rodriguez, the heavy-hitting 
Yankees third basemen who is com-
ing off a year-long suspension for us-
ing performance-enhancing drugs, say 
the slugger’s recent apology is worth 
accepting — for now, anyway. 

“Everyone deserves a second 
chance,” said Elvis Flores, a regular 
customer at the shop between Wash-

ington and Waverly avenues. 
Flores has been rooting for the team 

since he moved to New York from 
Mexico in the mid-1990s. 

“We’re all human,” he said of Ro-
driguez’s foibles.

When Major League Baseball 
slapped Rodriguez with the longest 
suspension in the game’s history back 
in 2013, people at the bodega, like Yan-
kees fans everywhere, felt let down. 
Rodriguez underwent a hip surgery 
prior to his suspension, and now that 
he is making his comeback and has 
released a handwritten apology to the 
fans, bodega denizens are cautiously 
optimistic.

“If he stays healthy, you know, 
he can make a real difference,” Ger-
aldo Dominguez said from behind 
the counter.

Judging A-Rod — at the bodega
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