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Your Neighborhood  — Your News®

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

Corporate America is destroying 
Bushwick’s iconic street murals by of-
fering neighborhood building owners 
big bucks to cover up artists’ master-
pieces with pictures of Coors cans and 
Sprite bottles, say local artists.

“They are greedy savages who are de-
stroying something special and beauti-
ful in the international art community,” 
said Joe Ficalora, who is the founder of 
the Bushwick Collective, the group of 
street artists that have painted dozens 
of elaborate murals in the blocks around 
the Jefferson and DeKalb L stops in re-
cent years.

The al fresco artworks have turned 
the sleepy industrial area into a magnet 
for tourists, Ficalora says, and now ad-
vertisers are trying to cash in on their 
success.

“Now that I have attracted thousands 
of tour groups and children and there 
are people coming in left and right to 
see the murals, they are coming in to 
capitalize on that,” he said

Several building owners in the area 
say advertising agencies have offered 
them hundreds of thousands of dollars 
to cover artworks with painted adver-
tisements or vinyl billboards. 

The owner of a building on the cor-
ner of Troutman Street and Wyckoff 
Avenue says a media company offered 
him $120,000 to host an advertisement 
on his building for the next five years. 
The wall it wanted, which is right off 
the Jefferson stop of the L train, already 
features a mural by well-known street 
artists Chris Stain and Billy Mode of 
two girls smiling and hugging with the 
words “It’s just begun” behind them. 

The building owner says he kicked 

If these walls could hawk
Big businesses are offering megabucks to advertise over Bushwick’s famed murals

the agency to the curb. 
“I told them, ‘There is already some-

thing there. Why would you want to de-
stroy that?’ ” said Frank Mattarella, who 
handled the calls for the company on be-
half of his elderly mother. 

But other property owners in the 

(Above) A Converse ad on circus 
venue House of Yes, on the cor-
ner of Wyckoff Avenue and Jef-
ferson Street. (Left) Movie post-
ers recently showed up on the 
corner of Troutman Street and St. 
Nicholas Avenue.
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Bushwick artists say advertising — like this four-story Coors Light ad on the corner of Jefferson Street and St. 
Nicholas Avenue — is covering up and cashing in on the street murals that have made the area famous.

nabe have surrendered their exterior 
wall space to big business. Advertisers 
recently erected an ad for sneaker com-
pany Converse on the side of House of 
Yes, an aerial-arts venue  that opened on 
the corner of Wyckoff Avenue and Jef-
ferson Street last month . Ficalora said 
the circus folk agreed a year ago to let 
an artist paint a mural on their building 
wall once they had moved into their new 
digs, but when he returned a few weeks 

By Ruth Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

We have a new wiener! 
Matt “Megatoad” Stonie is 

your new Nathan’s Hot Dog-Eat-
ing Contest champion, dethron-
ing eight-time Mustard Belt win-
ner Joey “Jaws” Chestnut in the 
annual July 4 chow-down in Co-
ney Island.

A stunned Stonie said he was 
amazed to have snatched victory 
from Jaws’s defeat, but that he 
came prepared.

“I trained hard for this,” he 
said to emcee and competitive 
eating impresario George Shea 
after the tournament.

Stonie, returning for his sixth 

year, downed 62 dogs to Chest-
nut’s 60, beating his own previ-
ous personal record of 56. Tim 
“Eater X” Janus came in a distant 
third, ingesting 35 dogs.

Chestnut, who still holds the 
tournament record for  the 69 dogs 
he demolished in 2013 , said he 
never really found his rhythm in 
this year’s 10-minute dog-devour-
ing show-down, but praised his 
opponent’s performance.

“I just had trouble,” he said. 
“I was slow and he was eating 
fast.”

Earlier in the day, defending 
champion Miki Sudo won the 
women’s division for a second 
year, polishing off 38 dogs to beat 

Sonya “Black Widow” Thomas, 
who put away 31. 

 It has been a big year for Ston-
ie’s stomach . The upstart set a 
new birthday cake-eating re-
cord in February, gobbling 14.5 
pounds in eight minutes. Later 
that month, he set another re-
cord, wolfing down 182 strips 
of bacon in five minutes, before 
smashing another in May by in-
haling 34 pepperoni rolls in 10 
minutes. He also holds records 
for frozen yogurt, gyros, pump-
kin pie  , fry-bread tacos, and tra-
ditional tacos,  according to Major 
League Eating , the sanctioning 
body for competitive eating con-
tests around the world.

Stomach upset! 
Stonie dethrones Chestnut in hot-dog battle

Joey Chestnut and Matt Stonie tear into some meat tubes.
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By Allegra Hobbs
The Brooklyn Paper

No tank you!
The feds must reject plans to 

close the beloved Double-D pool 
in Gowanus for up to nine years 
to make way for a giant under-
ground sewage container, say lo-
cal residents.

The federal Environmental Pro-
tection Agency is forcing the city 
to build two giant underground 
cisterns near the Gowanus Ca-
nal, which will store water dur-
ing storms so that less raw sew-
age flows into the Gowanus Canal, 
as part of the so-called Superfund 
cleanup of the fetid waterway. The 
city’s Department of Environmen-
tal Protection on June 30 revealed 
the final site proposals it has made 
to the agency — all of which in-
volve putting one tank beneath or 
near the pool, which it says could 
put the watering hole out of ac-
tion for almost a decade, as  first 
reported by DNA Info . 

Local activists say they will 
fight any plan that includes shut-
ting down their cherished pool.

“We are actively protesting 
the fact that they’re even think-
ing about that,” said Sue Wolfe, 
president of Friends of Thomas 
Greene Park, an advocacy group 
for the park that houses the pool, 
which is bounded by Douglass and 
Degraw streets, and Nevins Street 
and Third Avenue.

The city authority says it has 
presented its environmental over-
lords with two main plans for the 
site. One is to build the tank un-
derneath the park, and place all 
the equipment that filters junk and 
gross smells out of the water on 
either part of the parkland or the 
other side of Douglass Street. It 
says it could also scrap the ex-

Double D-saster in Gowanus
Beloved pool may shut for nine years under Feds’ closure plan

tra equipment, but the area would 
then be plagued by (more) foul 
odors. 

The city claims it would have to 
shut the pool for up to nine years 
for construction and cleanup, and 

the whole project would cost be-
tween $534 million and $650 mil-
lion.  The federal agency has in the 
past favored building the tank on 
this site .

But the department says it would 

Local kids love the Double 
D pool, which the city says  
could close for up to nine 
years if a sewage tank is 
built underneath. (Left) The 
city says its plan to build 
the tank over the road and 
next to the Gowanus Canal 
would save money and get 
the Double D pool back 
open faster.
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rather buy an adjacent lot across 
Nevins Street, on the banks of the 
canal, and build the tank and equip-
ment there. It claims the project 
would be cheaper, costing $490 
million — including the land pur-
chase — and would be easier to 
build, as the site is closer to the 
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Gowanus 
Canal

Lot proposed 
by city for tank

Thomas Greene 
Park and pool

See MURALS  on page 4

See POOL  on page 11
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OUT THERE

Ready to see some new horizons? A Long Island Rail Road Getaway deal to Westport's Nautical 
Mile gives you discounted rail fare and taxi rides, so the waterfront park, boardwalk and marina are 
yours to explore. For details, visit “Deals & Getaways” at mta.info/lirr – and be sure to download 
our free Train Time® app for maps, schedules, fares, updates and more!

WESTPORT'S NAUTICAL MILE

 #LIRR TM
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THE BROOKLYN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE presents

2015  BUILD ING BROOKLYN AWARDS

WWW.BUILDINGBROOKLYNAWARDS.COM

FEATURING 

aptsandlofts.com AWARD FOR ADAPTIVE REUSE

National Grid AWARD FOR ENERGY EFFICIENCY

TD Bank AWARD FOR RESIDENTIAL: AFFORDABLE HOUSING

TerraCRG AWARD FOR RESIDENTIAL MULTI-FAMILY

HONOREES

Andrew Kimball
Chief  Executive Off icer

Industry City

Purnima Kapur
Executive Director

NYC Depar tment of  City Planning

HONORING 13 CONSTRUCTION 

AND RENOVATION PROJECTS 

THAT ENRICH BROOKLYN’S 

NEIGHBORHOODS AND ECONOMY

Tuesday, July 21, 2015 

6:00-9:30PM

Kings Theatre

1027 Flatbush Avenue

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

It is a little small in the 
seat.

The benches at Transmit-
ter Park are now half the size 
they were  when the waterfront 
green space first opened  three 
years ago, leaving far less seat-
ing space for visitors to park 
their posteriors. 

The parks department has 
replaced nine of 10 of the park’s 
original roomy four-seater 
benches with scrawny plas-
tic and wood numbers that can 
only comfortably hold two av-
erage-sized adult butts, and 
neighbors say they are dis-
mayed that the city chose to 
remove so much rump room at 
the nascent green space. 

“We have so many people 
in Greenpoint who are trying 
to enjoy open space, and the 

city makes it uncomfortable 
for them,” said Christian Eber-
son, who was hanging out at 
the park on sunny weekday 
afternoon. “We need more 
seats, not less.”

The city says the original 
benches it installed at the park 
took a beating during Hurri-
cane Sandy and started to fall 
apart less than two months af-
ter the park opened. 

Employees scoured parks 
warehouses to find more of the 
original benches, but they were 
fresh out and the manufacturer 
had stopped making them. So 
it replaced the pews with a dif-
ferent model — the so-called 
“1939 World’s Fair benches,” 
which feature a circular cast 
iron frame and wooden slats. 
But those annoyed park visi-
tors and quickly fell apart, said 
a spokeswoman. 

Butts out!
Seating shrinks in G’point

The benches at Transmitter Park used to be twice 
the size that they are now and seat twice as many 
rear ends.
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“They just did not test well,” 
said parks spokeswoman Ma-
eri Ferguson. 

The parks department then 
brought out the current benches 
as a last resort, she said. 

Some park visitors see an 
upside to having less seating 

space for their backside. 
“It is fine for people to sit 

on the grass,” said Ian Over-
holtzer. “It brings them closer 
to nature.”

The city said it has no plans 
to bring back bigger benches 
in the future. 

By Allegra Hobbs
The Brooklyn Paper

Call it a flame war.
Hordes of people showed 

up at Fort Greene Park last 
Wednesday night for a flag-
burning event, some loudly 
defending the American flag 
as a symbol of freedom while 
others denounced it as an em-
blem of white supremacy. The 
two groups descending into 
a maelstrom of flag-waving 
and shouting while a hand-
ful of activists quietly burned 
the banner in a nearby bar-
becue pit.

A group calling itself Dis-
arm NYPD announced the 
event online last week, in-
viting people to join them in 
burning the Confederate flag 
as a protest against racism. 
The group later decided to go 
ahead and toss in the Amer-
ican flag as well, claiming it 
to be a modern-day symbol of 
oppression and racial violence, 
and news of the event quickly 

spread through the national 
media — which turned out in 
force to cover the protest. 

The event was slated to take 
place at the corner of Myr-
tle Avenue and Washington 
Place in Fort Greene Park, but 
when defenders of the stars 
and stripes showed up in pa-
triotic regalia to fight back, 
there were no flag-burners 
in sight. 

That is because the activist 
group was actually perform-
ing the promised torching in a 
tiny barbecue directly in front 
of the Prison Ship Martyr’s 
Monument in the center of the 
park. When smoke arose over 
the hill, the pro-flag protest-
ers took off running and found 
a small group of activists — 
about a dozen, according to 
cops — most of whom scat-
tered when confronted with 
incensed members of Bay 
Ridge motorcycle club the 
Hallowed Sons.

The masses missed the ac-

Celebrating, burning fl ag 
in Fort Greene Park fl ap

Burn notice

tivists grilling the Confederate 
flag, but arrived in time to see 
Old Glory go up in flames. 

One man rushed forward to 
pull the American flag from 
the blaze, knocking an activ-
ist to the ground in the pro-
cess. The guy said he was just 
doing what any patriot would 
have done.

“I’m not a hero,” said John 
Carroll, who lives in Queens. 
“I just happened to be the first 
guy there.”

Carroll, who also brought a 
fire extinguisher to the event 

but said he ultimately decided 
to leave it in his car, said he 
planned to take the charred 
remains of the flag home and 
call the American Legion to 
find out the correct way to dis-
pose of the remnants.

But most of the action took 
place away from the barbecue, 
as screaming matches broke 
out between groups of flag-
wavers and those voicing an-
ger over recent racially-moti-
vated crimes. 

Police say no one was ar-
rested.

A heated exchange over the American flag in Fort 
Greene Park.
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•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

Do You Know That Regular Mattresses 
Contain Known Carcinogens?

Our Mattresses are Made with Organic Cotton, Wool & All Natural Rubber. 
No PBDEs. No Petrochemicals.

Brooklyn Heights: 145 Montague Street | 718.237.1092
Manhattan: 230 Fifth Avenue, Suite 1807, 18th Floor | 212.889.1091

Greenwich, CT: 79 East Putnam Avenue | 203.292.9275

www.thecleanbedroom.com

NOW OPEN IN BROOKLYN HEIGHTS

$50.
OFF
$500+ 

purchase
Cannot be combined with other 

offers.
Doesn’t apply to prior sales

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

A madman with a rock in 
a sock clocked a woman on 
Bond Street on June 29 before 
disappearing into the night, 
according to police. 

The victim, a 54-year-old 
woman, was near Atlantic Av-
enue shortly before 1 am when 
the improvised-weapon-wield-
ing maniac took a swing at her 
head, striking her in the face 
and leaving her with cuts and 
bruises before fleeing toward 

Pacific Street, cops said.
The victim refused medi-

cal treatment at the scene, ac-
cording to a report.

Dozing
An unknown robber ripped 

off a sleepy straphanger on 
a Manhattan-bound Q train 
early on June 28, according 
to a report.

The victim, a 37-year-old 
man, dozed off on the train 
with his iPhone on his lap 
shortly after 5:30 am, and 
woke up as the train entered 
the DeKalb Avenue station 
to find that an unseen lush 
worker had swiped the smart-

phone from its perch as he 
slept, cops said.

Some pals
A pair of crooks attacked 

and robbed a woman inside 
a Duffield Street single room 
occupancy building on June 
29, according to a report.

The two brutes, who police 
said lived in the same build-
ing between Willoughby and 
Fulton streets, were familiar 
with the victim, and knocked 
on the woman’s door at about 
9:30 pm. But instead of say-
ing howdy, one of the ruffi-
ans knocked the woman out 
with a blow from an unknown 
weapon to her neck, accord-
ing to a report. 

When the 24-year-old 
woman came to, she found the 
home invaders had snagged 
a wallet with $500 in cash, 
cops said.

Check your bag
A patron at a Water Street 

bar lost thousands of dollars 
worth of electronics after a 
sneaky thief made off with 
his computer bag on June 29, 
according to police.

The victim strolled into the 
watering hole between Main 
and Dock streets at about 11 
pm and set his computer bag 
down by the bar, cops said. 

When the man checked on 
his belongings at 3 am, a mal-
content had absconded with 
the bag and its contents — 
which included a Dell laptop, 

an iPad, and a pair of Beats by 
Dre headphones — according 
to a report.

— Noah Hurowitz

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens

–Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Pair of sneaks
A couple of conniving door-

to-door salesmen bound and 
robbed a Warren Street resi-
dent on July 3. 

The pair came to the vic-
tim’s door between Henry and 
Clinton streets at 10 pm, of-
fering to sell him a pair of 
sneakers, police said. 

The guy left the room to 
grab some cash, but when 
he came back, the salespeo-
ple jumped him and tied him 
up, saying they’d kill him if 
he wriggled loose, officials 
said. 

The man took his chances 
and squirmed out of his bind-
ings, fighting back against his 
attackers until they fled — 
with $800 and an iPhone, po-
lice said.

Purses pinched
For at least the second 

time in two weeks, some-
one copped a bunch of haute 
couture clutches from a purse 
store on Atlantic Avenue on 
July 5. 

The bag-bonkers ban-
dit busted into the store be-
tween Clinton and Court 
streets in Cobble Hill at 4:40 
pm, grabbed two totes total-
ing $3,290, and beat it before 
anyone could stop him, po-
lice said. 

The thief was a male in his 
20s, officials said.

Sucker punch
A wacko punched a to-

tal stranger for no apparent 
reason on Hoyt Street early 
July 4. 

The 54-year-old victim was 
near Warren Street in Boerum 
Hill at 12:40 am when the ma-
niac socked him and then fled, 
police said. 

The attacker fled on foot, 
and emergency services took 
the victim to New York Uni-
versity-Langone Cobble Hill, 
police said.

Clobbered
A wretch wrestled an el-

derly woman over her purse 
at the corner of Sackett and 

Court streets in Carroll Gar-
dens on July 3. 

The 65-year-old victim was 
walking home from the Smith-
Ninth Street train station with 
her husband at 6:30 pm when 
they noticed a younger woman 
started following them, a po-
lice report states. 

The woman followed them 
home, and as they walked up 
their steps, she struck, grasp-
ing at the woman’s purse, po-
lice said. 

The victim fought back and 
kept hold of her bag, but she 
got some cuts and scrapes to 
her knees in the process, of-
ficials said. 

The victim described the 
attacker as a woman in her 50s 
standing 5-foot-4, and wearing 
a black T-shirt, yoga pants, and 
a black wig, police said.

Break-in in bed
A home invader stole cash 

from an old woman as she lay 
terrified in bed in her First 
Sreet apartment on June 30. 

One resident was leaving 
the house between Hoyt and 
Bond streets in Gowanus at 
8:30 am when a lug bolted past 
and bolted the door behind 
him — locking the resident 
out, police said. 

Then he went upstairs to a 
bedroom where an 87-year-old 
woman was laying and stole 
several bags containing identi-
fication documents and $200, 
a police report states. 

The male invader stood 
5-foot-10 and was last seen 
wearing a multi-colored shirt, 
police said.

— Max Jaeger

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Thieving stroll
Someone snatched a wom-

an’s wallet from a stroller while 
she browsed a Fifth Avenue 
pharmacy on June 23.

The woman told cops that 
she was grabbing an item from 
the shelf at a drug store near 
Ninth Street at 4:45 pm when a 
man in a white shirt swooped 
in and grabbed her wallet from 
her child’s stroller.  

Contents of the wallet in-
cluded a wad of cash, several 
credit cards, and a diver’s li-
cense. 

Cops say the act was caught 
on camera but the sneak has 
not been identified and no ar-
rests have been made. 

Auto abducted
A thief nabbed a Honda 

from Atlantic Avenue on 
June 25 and vanished with-
out a trace.

The car owner told cops 
she was visiting her grand-
mother when she left her white 
Honda Pilot parked near Car-
lton Avenue. 

She returned around 1 pm 
to find the car missing, with no 
broken glass at the scene. 

The thieves also made off 
with her iPad, which she had 
left in the car. 

Ping-Ponged 
A troublemaker took a wal-

let from a Ping-Pong player 
at a Flatbush Avenue bar on 
June 21.

The victim says she was 
playing the tabletop game at 
the bar near Prospect Place 
at 11:30 pm when she noticed 
that someone had swiped her 
wallet, cash, credit card, and 
cellphone. 

The credit card was later 
used at a gas station, cops say. 
 — Allegra Hobbs

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Hobby robby
Somebody broke into a Bay 

Ridge Avenue garage some-
time between June 29 and 
30 and took a saw and ski-
ing gear. 

The hobbyist homeowner 
left the house between Shore 
Road and Owl’s Head Court in 
Bay Ridge at 8 am and didn’t 
return until 8:10 am the next 
day, finding that someone 
had broken into the garage 
door and taken his gear, po-
lice said.

Tool time
A tool with a tool stole tools 

from a van parked on Seventh 
Avenue on June 29. 

The driver left his ride 
near 71st Street on the Bay 
Ridge-Dyker Heights bor-
der at 2:30 pm, and when he 
returned at 4 pm, he found 
that someone had drilled the 
van’s locks and taken some 
construction equipment, po-
lice said.

Robber cuffed
Cops collared a man who 

they say robbed a guy at 
knifepoint on 77th Street on 
July 2. 

Police charge that the sus-
pect took $240 from a guy 
between Fort Hamilton Park-
way and 10th Avenue in Dyker 
Heights at 10:50 am, but some-
one called the cops — and they 
arrived before the alleged thief 
could make his getaway, a po-
lice report states.

— Max Jaeger

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Sneaking away
Cops cuffed a pair of teen-

agers who they say robbed an-
other teen of several pair of 
sneakers — instead of buy-
ing them as they said they 

would — on Manhattan Av-
enue on July 4.

The 15-year-old victim told 
police that he set up a meeting 
with one of the teens to sell 
him some sneakers. 

He met him between Ca-
lyer Street and Greenpoint Av-
enue at 12:30 pm, and when 
he got there, his connection 
lured him to a secluded spot 
and he and another guy started 
punching and kicking the vic-
tim, cops said. 

The victim fell to the 
ground, and the suspects 
pulled the sneakers off of his 
feet and then grabbed three 
more pairs of Air Jordans that 
were in his backpack, accord-
ing to the police report. They 
also allegedly took the vic-
tim’s smartphone. 

Police recovered all the sto-
len items and charged the duo 
with robbery.

Attack and run
Sneaky pugilists attacked 

a victim on Bedford Avenue 
on July 4 as he was headed to 
the train station.

The victim told police he 
was between N. Eighth and N. 
Seventh streets at 4:45 am on 
his way to the L train when two 
yahoos ran up and hit him on 
the head with a blunt object, 
cutting the victim’s head.

The suspects reportedly ran 
down N. Seventh streets and 
did not take anything from 
the victim. 

Not Santa Claus
A pair of scheming scoun-

drels snuck into a Bayard 
Street building on June 23 
and stole a package await-
ing its owner’s return from 
work.

The victim told police that 
she was at work at 11:30 am 
when she received an e-mail 
notifying her that a bolt of 
foam that she had ordered 
had arrived at her building 
between Lorimer and  Leon-
ard streets. 

When she got home at 8 
pm, the package wasn’t there. 
She told cops she asked the 
landlord, who found a video 
showing two guys waiting to 
sneak in past two locked doors. 
The video reportedly shows 
someone letting them in, and 
the conniving crooks stealing 
the package. 

They then jumped into a 
white van parked outside the 
building and drove away, cops 
said. 

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Bushwick

Moving out
Some unknown crook 

snatched a purse set down 
on a Meserole Avenue side-
walk on July 4 while the owner 
moved furniture. 

The victim told police that 
she was moving furniture into 
an apartment between Lorimer 
Street and Manhattan Avenue 
at 3 pm when she set her purse 
down on the sidewalk in front 
of her building. 

When she came back a few 
minutes later, her purse, which 
contained her debit card, 
smartphone, wallet, $200 in 
cash, passport, notebooks, and 
medicines, was missing. 

Broken home
A pair of tough guys robbed 

a Moore Street resident in 
the hallway of his building 
on July 3.

The victim told police that 
he was inside of his building 
between Humboldt Street and 
Bushwick Avenue at 9:30 pm 
when a guy suddenly punched 
him in the face and kicked 
him in the stomach. 

The other punk grabbed 
his wallet and both robbers 
ran away. 

Emergency personnel took 
the victim to Bellevue Hos-
pital.  — Danielle Furfaro

Rock-slinging lout clocks woman
 POLICE BLOTTER

Find more online every Wednesday at
BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

ago, they told him they needed 
to rent out the wall to supple-
ment the venue’s income.

Advertising impresarios 
say they have as much right 
as the artists to ask a build-
ing owner to use a wall, and 
if the painters want to keep 
their work uncovered, they 
should make better art.

“This is America and I 
have the right to offer money 
to put advertising on a wall,” 
said Philip Kafka, president 
of Manhattan’s Prince Media 
Company, which has erected 
ads for Modelo beer, Skyy 
Vodka, and mCig vaporiz-
ers in the neighborhood. “The 
artist has a right to make a 
mural so compelling that the 
building owner would never 
think to cover it up.” 

The Bushwick Collective 
says it has helped organize 
the creation of about around 
65 murals in a 10-block ra-

dius since 2012. The murals 
are all legal, and the build-
ing owners offer their brick 
canvases to artists for free, 
Ficalora said. The artists usu-
ally spend their own money to 
create the works, though the 
collective sometimes helps 
to subsidize the costs, which 
usually run between $1,000 
and $5,000 for paint and sup-
plies, he said.

“Some of these artists are 
saving up for a whole year to 
do this,” he said. 

Bushwick has changed 
rapidly in recent years, with 
hordes of hip young newcom-
ers moving into the area, and 
bars and brunch spots fol-
lowing closely behind. But 
Ficalora said he plans to keep 
fighting the neighborhood’s 
increasingly corporate facade 
by reaching out to more lo-
cal property owners and get-
ting murals on as many walls 
as possible.

Continued from page 1

MURALS...
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CELEBRITY WATCH: In honor of actor Michelle Williams’ recent move to Ditmas Park, we put together 
an updated map of Brooklyn’s stars. Feel free to cut it out and sell to the nearest tourist.

Jemima Kirke

Patrick Stewart

Steve Buscemi

Norah Jones

Michelle Williams

Paul Giamatti

James Lafferty

Edward Westwick

Zoe Kravitz

WILLIAMSBURG

Keri RussellLena Dunham

Emily Mortimor

John Turturro

BROOKLYN 
HEIGHTS

COBBLE 
HILL

BOERUM 
HILL

PARK SLOPE

DITMAS 
PARK

All addresses are approximate.

Ethan Hawke

WHERE THE STARS 
LIVE IN BROOKLYN

2015 EDITION
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✂ ✂

Peter Sarsgaard & 
Maggie Gyllenhaal

DQ GRILL & CHILL
27 Graham Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11206

Grand 

Opening JULY 27

E
very time Ted Merwin sat 
down to research his new 
book, he would get hun-

gry. After interviewing him, 
I had the same problem —  I 
ran out and bought myself half 
a pound of Hebrew National 
baloney. How come?

All you need to do is look 
at the name of his book: “Pas-
trami on Rye: An Overstuffed 
History of the Jewish Deli.” 
It’s coming out in October.

Growing up on Long Is-
land, the son of a Williams-
burg mom and Beechhurst, 
Queens, dad, Merwin says he 
didn’t get much of a religious 
upbringing. But on Sunday 
nights, when his grandpar-
ents came by, they’d almost in-
variably sit down to a feast of 
pickles, meats, rye bread, and 
maybe a chocolate egg cream 
(which native New Yorkers 
know has never contained ei-
ther eggs or cream. It’s basi-
cally chocolate syrup with a 
shot of seltzer and, just some-
times, a splash of milk).

As Merwin thought back 
on those years — and how 
he came to be a professor of 
Jewish studies — he started to 
wonder about the role of the 
deli in Jewish life. He figured 
that, like Yiddish and a sense 
of humor, delis must’ve come 

to New York with the flood of 
Eastern European immigrants 
in the early 1900s. 

He figured wrong. 
“I couldn’t find much ev-

idence of there being a lot of 
delis on the Lower East Side,” 
Merwin says. In fact, an 1899 
survey found only 10 delis 
there, “And that was the most 
crowded place on the face of the 
earth. Hundreds of thousands 
of Jews there, and it wasn’t a 
big part of their lives.”

While Katz’s opened on Lud-
low Street in 1888, deli culture 
didn’t really take hold in New 
York until the ’20s or ’30s, once 
the Jews became a little less 
desperately poor, and also once 
sandwiches became a part of 
bustling city life — a meal you 
could take on the run. 

This new convenience was 
not without controversy. 

“There were real concerns, 
particularly among the more 
conservative social commenta-

tors, that the deli was destroy-
ing civilization,” says Merwin. 
Consider that women who had 
just gotten the right to vote were 
taking college classes, frequent-
ing jazz clubs. And now, thanks 
to the deli, “they could come 
home five minutes before their 
husband and run to the cor-
ner deli and have a whole meal 
waiting without having to cook 
anything at all.”

As the Jews migrated out to 
the boroughs, delis followed, 
featuring what Merwin calls 
“the triumvirate” of Jew-
ish meats: pastrami, corned 
beef, and tongue. By the 1930s 
there were 1,550 kosher delis 
throughout the city. Here Jews 
met their future mates, gath-
ered with extended family, and 
caught up on local news. 

At the same time, glamor-
ous Midtown delis were open-
ing that flagrantly flouted the 
religious rules against mixing 
milk with meat, and using only 

kosher foods. Lindy’s, Reuben’s, 
the Stage, and the Carnegie Deli 
weren’t catering to local families 
or even just Jews. They served a 
different purpose, in the form of 
a sandwich too big to finish. 

“The whole idea of the over-
stuffed sandwich was really a 
symbol of the bounty of Amer-
ica,” Merwin says. 

Of course, time and tongue 
wait for no man, and eventually 
the glory days of the deli began 
to fade. Jews moved on to Chi-
nese food, for reasons requiring 
another book, and health con-
cerns were the final nail in the 
onion roll. 

It’s hard to say the exact 
number of delis left in New 
York now, in part because of 
the fluidity of the term. Is a 
deli a place with salami om-
elets and rude waiters? Or is 
it where you can buy a plan-
tain at midnight? 

Today’s tourists digging 
into massive pastrami sand-
wiches in Midtown will say 
they’re there for the “New York 
Food.” The Jewish link is lost 
on them. The mouth-watering, 
meat-worshipping, top-of-the-
world feeling is not.

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker and author 
of the book and blog Free-
Range Kids.

A bite of New York history

By Lenore Skenazy

I am so excited about the gay 
marriage decision by the 
Supreme Court, because 

some of my best friends are 
… unmarried. 

Before June 26, if my daugh-
ters had asked me if they should 
get married, I would have 
hemmed and hawed and prob-
ably said no. It wouldn’t matter 
who they wanted to exchange 
vows with, man or woman — 
why participate in an institu-
tion that doesn’t provide both 
spouses equal protections?

The history of “traditional” 
marriage is all about the pos-
session and control of women, 
children and property. Recog-
nizing the equality of spouses 
has come slowly. Spousal rape 
wasn’t recognized as a crime 
in all 50 states until 1993 and 
still, today, hurting your mate  

Marriage equality, yes!
— officially known 
as intimate partner 
violence — is han-
dled inconsistently 
at best. Physical 
abuse of children 
by parents is still 
subject to regional 
and cultural influ-
ences in how it is seen outside 
the home, caught in the am-
biguities of the term “pun-
ishment.”

I got hitched with a lot of 
hesitations, even refusing to 
give my wife, then fiancée, 
an engagement ring because 
it reeked of dowries and bride 
prices, which still go on in much 
of the world. In many countries 
today, women have no right to 
choose their husband, to leave a 
bad situation, or to protect them-
selves or their children.

The ruling by the Supreme 
Court signals more than a right 
for a man to marry a man, or a 
woman to marry a woman. It 
is really about marriage equal-
ity in the biggest sense — that 
people who chose to establish 
a legal relationship, and make 
a home, and maybe raise chil-
dren together, must be treated 
fairly by public institutions like 
restaurants, schools, hospitals, 
and courts. This is not about a 
“gay agenda” but about family 
strength. Who will be notified if 

a child gets sick at school? Who 
will be allowed to visit a family 
member in the hospital? 

I tell my daughters that love 
and respect are essential to a 
strong relationship, but mar-
riage is about the nuts and bolts 
of living together, building a life 
and a family. I receive many ad-
vantages from tying the knot — 
cheaper insurance, advantages 
in estate planning, joint medical 
coverage and benefits — on top 
of all that other good stuff that 
comes from walking down the 
aisle with a wonderful partner 
of more than 23 years.

Now, with a clear con-
science, I can say to my daugh-
ters: Yes, get married, espe-
cially if you’re going to raise 
kids, because marriage is about 
equality, shared hard work, love 
and respect in your relationship 
and under the law, no matter 
who you choose to wed. 

Just make sure I’m invited 
to the wedding.

By Scott Sager

The 
Dad

I’m in the first month of my pregnancy, so I 
have many questions about the types of tests 
I should have in the months ahead—partic-
ularly, tests about my baby’s health and the 
likelihood of developmental disabilities. I orig-
inally thought that this involved medical pro-
cedures, but now I have heard that there are 
ways to test for this through a simple blood 
test. Can you tell me if this is true? 

You have heard right. In particular, fetal cell-
free DNA testing now allows expectant par-
ents to get answers to crucial questions about 
their child’s prenatal development through a 
single blood test. The test is highly accurate, 
is performed in the first few months of preg-
nancy, and can dramatically reduce the need 
to rely on previous, more invasive tests for 
chromosomal abnormalities.

As you noted, these tests once were per-
formed using more invasive procedures, and 
for years, expectant parents had limited op-
tions if they wanted to know whether their 
baby was likely to be born with Down syn-
drome, Edwards’ syndrome or other chromo-
somal disorders. For example, a mother-to-be 
could undergo a test such as amniocentesis or 
chorionic villus sampling to determine wheth-
er her baby was at risk for developmental dis-
abilities. But these procedures, while effective, 
carry a small risk of miscarriage, which might 
serve as a deterrent to an otherwise valuable 
test. By eliminating the risk of complications, 
fetal cell-free DNA testing can ensure that ex-
pectant mothers get the answers they want in 
one, risk-free step.

Fetal cell-free DNA testing can be performed 
as early as ten weeks into a woman’s preg-
nancy, and has been proven to be more accu-
rate than standard blood tests at predicting 
Down syndrome, Edwards’ syndrome (which 

can cause severe developmental delays), and 
many other common chromosomal disorders 
that can cause stillbirth and physical abnor-
malities. In addition, sex chromosomes (x 
and y chromosomes) can be analyzed during 
fetal cell-free DNA testing, allowing parents 
to know their child’s gender far earlier than 
would be determined from an ultrasound 
examination.   

However, the availability of fetal cell-free 
DNA testing does not mean that no other pre-
natal tests will be necessary. While it screens 
for many major chromosomal disorders, dif-
ferent tests may still be required to check for 
other conditions. However, this addition does 
mean that peace of mind about chromosomal 
disorders for expectant parents may now be 
just a simple blood test away.

For more information about prenatal test-
ing services at NYM, visit www.nym.org and 
enter “Advanced Women’s Imaging” into the 
search engine, or call 718.780.5799.

by Natan Haratz, M.D.  |  Medical Director, Advanced Women’s Imaging and  
Prenatal Testing Center, New York Methodist Hospital 
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Hits maker

The movie was missing something, so they 
had to add it up.

A documentary about a Gowanus music studio 
has already rocked audiences across the world, but 
its creators jammed in one more scene before the 
film’s Brooklyn debut on July 12. They said they 
could not pass up a chance to mix in footage of 
sound engineer Martin Bisi working with the be-
loved folk punk band the Violent Femmes.

“A week before we delivered the movie, Mar-
tin put something on his Facebook page about 
working with the Violent Femmes and we knew 
we had to get that in there,” said Sara Leavitt, 
the director of “Sound and Chaos: The Story 
of BC Studio.” 

The film recounts  Bisi’s history working with 
some of the most innovative musicians on the 
planet . The screening at Littlefield, just a few 
blocks from BC Studio, is the first one since the 
additional footage came in.

The movie is a meditation on the effect one 
hard worker can have on a whole music scene, 
and how gentrification can kill it. Bisi said that 
he is one of the few people of his generation 
still creating in Brooklyn, even after most of 
his friends have gone daddy gone.

“I try to be optimistic, but it is bad and it is going 
to get worse,” he said. “So many of my friends have 
said ‘This place is dead. I am out of here.’ ”  

Bisi entered the music scene at age 17 by vol-
unteering at Manhattan punk club CBGB,  and 
then met electronic music guru Brian Eno, who 
helped him set up a small recording studio in 
Gowanus. Bisi still works out of the studio today, 
where he has recorded artists including Sonic 
Youth, the Swans, and the Dresden Dolls.

The filmmakers and Bisi have toured the 
United States and Europe with the film, show-
ing it in cities like Berlin and Los Angeles. In 
every city, they have encountered audiences who 
relate to the loss of the creative class. 

“It turns out there are similar things happen-
ing all over the world,” said Leavitt. 

Left unresolved in the film is the status of 
Bisi’s studio, which may soon get kicked out of 
the building it has occupied for the past 35 years. 
Bisi said it will be another few months before 
he knows whether or not he can stay. 

“Sound and Chaos: The Story Of BC Studio,” 
at Littlefield [622 Degraw St. between Fourth 
and Third Avenues in Gowanus, (718) 855–3388, 
www.littlefieldnyc.com]. July 12 at 7 pm. $10 ($8 
in advance). — Danielle Furfaro

D O C U M E N TA RY

By Allegra Hobbs
The Brooklyn Paper

T
hey are taking this music scene to new 
Heights!

More than 75 local bands will join 
forces next week to blow the roofs off of 
Prospect Heights. The second annual  Pros-
pect Heights Music and Arts Festival  on 
July 15–18 is designed to lure music-lovers 
to a neighborhood that is teeming with tal-
ent, and the festival’s headliner says that he 
hopes those flocking to the five-day event 
will discover some fringe gems.

“You may not be hearing all these acts 
on NPR or WFUV or reading about them 
in Pitchfork,” said Niall Connolly, an indie 
folk singer who plays at the Way Station 
July 18 at 10 pm. “But they are amongst 
countless Brooklyn acts as good and better 
than anything you will find in the main-
stream.”

The festival’s founder said his love for 
the neighborhood and local artistry is at 
the core of the event.

“The goal is to create awareness about 
Prospect Heights and everything it has to 
offer and make it a destination for more 
people,” said Andy Heidel, the owner of 
the Way Station, a major hub of the festi-
val. The bar will join nearby venues like 
the Branded Saloon, Soda Bar, and the St. 
Catherine (among others) in hosting acts 
from a diverse range of genres, ranging 
from indie folk and hip-hop to traditional 
Japanese music with a jazz tinge.

The festival is also an opportunity for 
musicians to form a stronger and more inter-
twined community, says one participant. 

“In order to develop a sense of commu-
nity you have to get together and play in the 
same place — the same room or within a 
few blocks of each other,” said Arthur Ow-
ens of Artanker Convoy, a band that fuses 
Brazilian dance music and rock. “Setting 
up a show or a festival is really the best 
way to do it.”

This year’s festival has grown signifi-
cantly since its first year. It has also intro-
duced visual artists into the mix, adding a 
walking mural tour and an interactive out-
door art project that stretches along the East-

ern Parkway promenade. Borough Presi-
dent Adams will stop by the Way Station 
to join a discussion with business own-
ers and artists about keeping local culture 
alive in the face of rising rent. Organiz-
ers and artists hope the festival will con-

tinue to grow and bring moreattention to 
this corner of the city’s musical landscape, 
which Owens says can be easy to overlook 
in the sprawl.

“Any time I’ve ever thought I had a grasp 
on the New York music scene, I’m always 

surprised that I only know a little corner 
of it,” he said.

Prospect Heights Music and Arts Fes-
tival [At various venues around Prospect 
Heights on July 15–19. For more info, visit 
www.waystationbk.com]. Free.

Reading picks
Greenlight’s pick: “More Happy Than 

Not” by Adam Silvera 
Young people look-

ing for realistic fiction 
and LGBTQ youth look-
ing to see themselves on 
the page should seek out 
Adam Silvera’s “More 
Happy Than Not.” Sil-
vera is a new voice in 
young adult literature, 
and he captures the im-
mediacy of being a teen-
ager. Aaron Soto, our 
narrator, wants to for-
get all his bad memories and is interested in a 
new procedure that will let him do that. Then he 
meets Thomas and a friendship unfolds.

— Jess Pane, Greenlight Bookstore [686 
Fulton St. between S. Elliott Place and S. 
Portland Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 246–
0200,  www.greenlightbookstore.com ].

Word’s pick: “Against Nature” by Tomas 
Espedal - translated by James Anderson

So you are finished 
with Karl Ove Knaus-
gaard’s autobiographi-
cal series “My Struggle” 
until next year. Consider 
Espedal, whose “Note-
books” project is strik-
ingly similar in concept 
to the more famous Nor-
wegian’s multi-volume 
biography-as-novel. 
There are differences 
between the two, par-
ticularly on the sentence 

level (where Knausgaard describes a child’s 
birthday party for 80 pages, Espedal might 
drop a single, heart-rending sentence), but the 
larger goals of these multi-book projects are 
nearly identical — to describe daily experi-
ence and, in doing so, express some version 
of freedom. “Against Nature,” Espedal’s sec-
ond notebook, is a compendium of labor — 
in love, in factories, and in writing — and it 
is totally sad and magnificent.

— Chad Felix, Word [126 Franklin St. at Mil-
ton Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096,  www.
wordbrooklyn.com ].

Community’s pick: “Shyness and Dignity” 
by Dag Solstad, translated by Sverre Lyngstad:

Suffering from a “My Struggle” hangover? 
Pick up “Shyness and Dignity” by Dag Solstad, 
a fellow countrymen often cited as Norway’s 
best. Solstad’s novel reveals a decisive day in 
Elias Rukla’s life, one marked by a passionate 
engagement with literature and a deep-seated 
alienation from contemporary culture. With its 
breezy pacing and meticulous detail, “Shyness 
and Dignity” has a remarkable digressive qual-
ity that is as formally innovative and psycho-
logically gripping as anything by Knausgaard. 
And at a trim (and slightly grim) 150 pages, it is 
the perfect summer travel companion!

— Hal Hlavinka, Community Bookstore [43 
Seventh Ave. between Carroll Street and Gar-
field Place in Park Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.
commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

B O O KS

The Height stuff
Prospect Heights music festival is taking over the ’hood

Mix tape
The Prospect Heights Music and 

Arts Festival has plenty of options 
for every taste, but here is a mixed 
batch  of notable events you might 
want to keep an ear out for:

 
Moondrunk

This whimsical duo creates folksy harmo-
nies with humor. The group has also been 
known to cover beloved rap songs at past 
Way Station gigs. 

July 15 at 9 pm at the Way Station [683 
Washington Ave. between St. Marks Ave-
nue and Prospect Place in Prospect Heights, 
(347) 627–4949, www.waystationbk.com].

Elijah Tucker
Billed as a delightful Van Morrison/Ste-

vie Wonder crossover, Elijah Tucker deliv-
ers soulful rock with sizzling guitar solos. 
He will be one of the many buskers at the 
festival, performing on the street outside 
the main venues.

July 16 at 6 pm outside the Way Station.

Handsome N Hatin’
This banjo-strumming duo will play old-

time bluegrass tunes in the vein of Ricky Sk-
aggs at the country-western styled Branded 
Saloon.

5 pm on July 18 at Branded Saloon 
[603 Vanderbilt Ave. at Bergen Street 
in Prospect Heights, (718) 484–8704, 
brandedsaloon.com].

Jazz Nights
For your jazzy standards and jam sessions 

during the festival, seek out Soda Bar and 

Lounge. Come at 8 pm on Wednesday to 
see original compositions and old standards 
from the Mitch Marcus Quintet and the Matt 
Aronoff Quartet. Stick around til 10 pm if 
you want to see an old-school, improvised 
jam session of local jazz artists.

July 15 at Soda Bar (629 Vanderbilt Ave., 
at St Marks Avenue in Prospect Heights).

Music and art 
Join local artist Andrew Zarou for the 

premiere of his synesthesia project “Force 
Multiplier,” which combines silkscreen art 

accompanied by interpretive music. 
July 18 at 4 pm at Gridspace (112 

Rogers Ave, between Park and Sterling 
places in Prospect Heights, www.grid-
space.org).

Arts and culture talk 
Borough President Eric Adams joins lo-

cal business owners, curators, educators 
and artists to discuss creating a neighbor-
hood where artists can thrive despite sky-
rocketing rents.

July 18 at 2 pm at the Way Station. 

Under cover: Moondrunk plays at the Way Station on July 16 at 6 pm.

On the Way: The band Artanker Convpoy (drummer Arthur Owens, left, with bassist Cezhan Ambrose) takes the stage at the Way Station on July 15.
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WHERE TO
SATURDAY
July 11

Postmodern 
postcards
We already live in the 
greatest place in the 
world, so postcards 
from exotic spots 
have little appeal. 
But 300 artists have 
made something bet-
ter for the “Wish You 
Were Here” show of 
mailed artwork. 

Noon–6 pm at A.I.R. 
Gallery [155 Plymouth St. 
between Jay and Pearl 
streets in Dumbo, (212) 
255–6651, www.airgallery.
org]. Free.

SUNDAY
July 12

Vive la 
Brooklyn!
Celebrate the storm-
ing of the Bastille 
with an outdoor 
party along Smith 
Street! Centered on 
French spot Bar 
Tabac, the event will 
have plenty of food 
and drink from local 
eateries, a 72-team 
petanque contest, 
and music from early 
swing and blues band 
the Blue Vipers of 
Brooklyn. 

Noon–6 pm on Smith 
Street [between Bergen 
and Pacific streets in 
Cobble Hill, (718) 923-
0918, www.bartabacny.
com]. Free.

TUESDAY
July 14

Yoko, oh no!
Leave Yoko Ono 
alone! The Japanese 
conceptual artist has 
been unjustly vilified 
for the breakup of 
the Beatles, argues 
Jamie Hoffman in 
“Why You Shouldn’t 
Hate Yoko Ono,” part 
of a humorous lec-
ture series about art-
ists from the Society 
of the Advancement 
of Social Studies.   

7 pm at the Bedford [110 
Bedford Ave. at N. 11th 
Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 302–1002, getsauce-
datsass.tumblr.com]. Free.

WEDNESDAY
July 15

Do you even 
lift, bro? 
Witness the Night 
Dance of the Giglio, 
where 150 men 
parade a four-ton, 
72-foot tower topped 
with a statue of San 
Paolino through the 
evening streets of 
Williamsburg.  

7:30 pm at Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel Church 
[275 N. Eighth St., at 
Havemeyer Street in 
Williamsburg, www.olm-
cfeast.com]. Free.

THURSDAY
July 16

He’s got the 
funk!
Legendary masters of 
funk George Clinton 
and the Parliament 
Funkadelic land the 
mothership at Metro-
Tech Center for an 
amazing lunchtime 
concert for downtown 
office dwellers and 
visiting funky fans.

Noon at MetroTech 
Commons (2 Metrotech 
Center between Jay 
Street and Flatbush 
Avenue Downtown, www.
bam.org). Free.
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FRI, JULY 10
ART, EXHIBITS AT BRIC: Three shows 

are currently on display: “Clifford 
Ross: Water | Waves | Wood,” a solo 
exhibit of photographs printed on 
wood; “Inheritance,” featuring fi ve 
Brooklyn artists who create work 
with or about their family members; 
and “Brain Storm,” a salon-style 
exhibit of quirky pieces from Dave 
Rittinger. Free. 10 am–8 pm. BRIC 
Arts Media House [647 Fulton St. at 
Rockwell Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
683–5621], www.bricartsmedia.org. 

ART, “THE RISE OF SNEAKER CUL-
TURE”: Exploring the social history 
and cultural signifi cance of the foot-
wear, “The Rise of Sneaker Culture” 
exhibits approximately 150 pairs of 
sneakers from modest forms from 
the mid-nineteenth century to high-
end sneakers of this decade. $16 
($10 for students and seniors). 11 
am–6 pm. Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washington Av-
enue in Prospect Heights, (718) 638–
5000], www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

ART, WINDOWS TO THE WORLD: 
The art in this show is presented in 
windows, made for windows, and in-
spired by windows. Come meet the 
artists as they showcase their work in 
a variety of mediums including paint-
ings, crafts, crochet, jewelry, music 
and spoken word. Free. 3–8 pm. In-
dependence Care System Common 
Space [25 Elm Place at Livingston 
Street in Downtown Brooklyn, (877) 
958–8427], www.icsny.org. 

SPORTS, LOLA STAR’S DREAMLAND 
ROLLER DISCO: The Friday night 
roller disco series, curated by Brook-
lyn’s own Lola Star, features on-rink 
performances, world-renowned 
DJs, and weekly dance competitions 
with prizes and giveaways. $18. 7:30 
pm. LeFrak Center at Lakeside [171 
East Dr. at Ocean Avenue in Pros-
pect Park, (718) 462–0010], www.
lakesidebrooklyn.com. 

THEATER, “SWEENEY TODD: The 
Demon Barber of Fleet Street”: Piper 
Theatre Workshop celebrates its 
10th season at Park Slope’s Wash-
ington Park with a performance of 
the dark English musical “Sweeney 
Todd.” Free. 8 pm. The Old Stone 
House [336 Third St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park Slope, (718) 
768–3195], theoldstonehouse.org. 

SAT, JULY 11
PARTY LIKE IT’S 1865: Green-Wood 

Cemetery presents an outdoor show 
and picnic at the site of William Nib-
lo’s grand mausoleum, featuring en-
tertainment from Bindlestiff Circus 
with historic games, fi re eaters, con-
tortionists, and much more. After 
the show, Niblo’s mausoleum will be 
open for candlelit exploring. $37. 7 
pm. Green-Wood Cemetery [Fifth 
Avenue and 25th Street in Green-
wood Heights, (718) 210–3080], 
www.green-wood.com. 

THEATER, LOOSE PRESENTS ASL, 
AN ADAPTATION: DJ and video 
artist D’hana Perry presents an 
autobiographical examination of 
how gender expression, and racial 
identity intersect. 8 pm. De-Con-
struct [projekts] [41 Seabring Street, 
3rd Floor, at Richards Street in Red 
Hook, (347) 742–6595], projekts.de-
construkt.com. 

MUSIC, ADAM TRAUM, DAVID BEN-
NETT COHEN: $10. 9:30 pm. Jalopy 
Theatre [315 Columbia St. between 
Hamilton Avenue and Woodhull 
Street in Red Hook, (718) 395–3214], 
www.jalopy.biz. 

JAPANESE SUMMER FESTIVAL: J-
COLLABO, the Brooklyn center for 
Japanese Art and culture presents 
a festival of Japanese food, arts, 
culture and education. Free. 1 
pm–8 pm. J-COLLABO [300 7th St., 
between Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in Park Slope, (917) 821–1079], j-
collabo.org. 

FISHING FUN: Families with children 
15 and younger learn about aquatic 
ecology, fi shing safety and collect 
their own bait. Free. 1 to 2pm and 
3 to 4 pm. North end of Esplanade 
(East Drive and Ocean Avenue in 
Prospect Park), www.nycgovparks.
org. 

NEEDLEWORK AND GAMES: Join in 

See 9 DAYS on page 10

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

FRI, JULY 10
MUSIC, ROMEO SANTOS: $34.50–

$184.50. 8 pm.

SAT, JULY 11
MUSIC, ROMEO SANTOS: $34.50–

$184.50. 8 pm.

SUN, JULY 26
MUSIC, NICKI MINAJ: $40–$145. 

7 pm.

SAT, AUG 1
SPORTS, DANNY GARCIA VS PAU-

LIE MALIGNAGGI: Undefeated 
boxing superstar Danny “Swift” 
Garcia takes on Brooklyn’s own 
Paulie “The Magic Man” Malig-
naggi. $50–$295. 9 pm. 

TUE, AUG 11
MUSIC, YES AND TOTO: $45–$95. 

7:30 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

THREE WAYS TO LOVE

THE BROOKLYN PAPER and BrooklynPaper.com
Your go-to source for a daily dose of Brooklyn!

IN PRINT
Pick up The Brooklyn 
Paper every Friday across 
Greenpoint, Williamsburg, 
Bushwick, Downtown, and 
Brownstone Brooklyn. Each 
paper delivers news, arts, 
sports, and parenting in 
one package.

 

ON YOUR 
COMPUTER, PHONE, 
OR TABLET
No one else covers Brooklyn 
like BrooklynPaper.com. The 
site is updated throughout the 
day, offering the latest local 
coverage with more depth than 
any other web publication.

IN YOUR INBOX, NEWSFEED, 
OR TIMELINE
The Brooklyn Paper will come to you, too. 
Follow us on Twitter at @Brooklyn_Paper, like us 
on Facebook at Facebook.com/BrooklynPaper, 
and sign up for our e-mail news letter at 
BrooklynPaper.com/about/alerts.

Baby got back: “Anaconda” artist Nicki Minaj shakes up Bar-
clays Center on July 26.
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COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER
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Great rates like ours are always in season.

*New money only. APY effective June 30, 2015. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals 
may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice.

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

At Flushing Bank, we’re small enough to know you and large enough to provide  
you with the great rates you’re looking for. Hurry, an offer like this can’t last forever. 

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local 
Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

18-Month CD

1.50%
APY*

$5,000 minimum deposit

BAR SCRAWL By Bill Roundy

Bed-Vyne Cocktail [305 Halsey St. between Throop Avenue and Mar-
cus Garvey Boulevard in Bedford-Stuyvesant, (347) 787–4860, www.bed-
vyne.com]. Open Wed–Sun, 6 pm–2 am; Mon, Tue, closed.

By Max Jaeger
The Brooklyn Paper

D
on’t screw the pooch!

A dog is on his last 
legs, but you can save the 

ailing ankle-biter during the 
street game festival Come Out 
and Play in Dumbo on July 17. 
The game — called “Veteri-
narian’s Hospital: Ruff Day” 
— asks players to perform 
a series of life-saving tech-
niques on what is arguably 
the cutest video game con-
troller around.

“We took a stuffed animal 
dog, ripped it open, and stuck 
a bunch of sensors in it,” said 
designer Edward Melcer, a 
Brooklyn Heights resident.

An overhead projector 
prompts players to check the 
toy hound’s pulse, administer 
chest compressions, and per-
form cardiopulmonary resus-
citation. Follow the directions 

in the allotted time, and Bark 
Obama may just pull through 
— but no hot-dogging, be-
cause this plush pooch’s life 
is on the line, another pro-
grammer said.

“If you mess up then the 
dog dies — no pressure,” said 
Nolan Filter.

Melcer, Filter, and third 
partner Ken Amarit made 
the game as part of a New 
York University Polytech-
nic School of Engineering 
class called “Beyond the 
Joystick” that explored non-
traditional game controllers, 
they said.

“It was almost like [tele-
vision’s] ‘Project Runway’ 
where every week we’d have 
a different challenge,” Filter 
said.

When they got an assign-
ment to make a controller with 
materials from a thrift store, 
they saw an opportunity they 

could really sink their teeth 
into, Melcer said.

“We thought ‘What kind 
of morbid weird thing can 
we do that would be fun?’ ” 
he said.

And then they found 

stuffed animal Bark Obama 
(no relation to the 44th presi-
dent of the United States) on 
a thrift store shelf.

“We saw a dog and we’re 
like ‘Welp, that’s it,’ ” Filter 
said. “It’s this droopy little 
dog that looks like it might 
need some saving.”

Other highlights of the 
outside game festival include 
“Abba Babba,” in which play-
ers try to negotiate the border 
to a fictional country while 
speaking in a made-up lan-
guage; “Bocce Drift,” a vari-
ation on the classic ball-toss-
ing game that lets players use 

obstacles in the surrounding 
streets; and “RainboDisko,” 
a dexterity-based game that 
uses a spinning record player 
as a board.

Canine lives!
Resuscitate a robot dog in Dumbo

Sick as a dog: Game designer Nolan Filter fears Bark Obama may be done in, 
but fellow game creator Eddie Melcer is about to work his magic on the ailing 
stuffed pup. Try it for yourself at the Come Out and Play festival on July 17.
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By Eric Faynberg
The Brooklyn Paper

F
or this show, the audience 
takes the stage.

In “The Institute,” a 
new multi-media show open-
ing on July 10, the audience 
becomes part of the cast, 
playing special agents break-
ing into the mind of a kid-
napped spy. The “Inception”-
like show is part of the Brick 
Theater’s annual Game Play 
Festival, and the creators say 
they want to push the bound-
aries of how audiences ex-
perience the theater.

“We’re trying to further 
the art of storytelling using 
interactive design and tech-
nology,” said Sharang Biswas, 
who wrote and directed the 
play with his friend Clio Da-

vis. “I don’t think there are 
many groups doing things 
with this format.”

The show has 12 in the 
cast — not counting the au-
dience members, who must 
separate the kidnapped spy’s 
real memories from the fake. 
They do this by watching 
video clips, questioning 
cast members, and solving 
puzzles, some of which in-
volve custom-made physical 
objects. In one challenge, for 
instance, participants must 
correctly sort geometric 
shapes in order to hear a 
musical clue. How the au-

dience reacts will determine 
how the plot progresses and 
which clip of recorded foot-
age will roll next.

This fluidity means that 
each audience will experi-
ence a different show, say 
the creators.

“When you get an audi-
ence that is shy or reticent it 
can be a challenge,” said Vin-
cent Cooper, who plays Agent 
Phillips, one of the primary 
conduits of interaction for the 
audience. “Sometimes you 
can hit full throttle and they’ll 
come along for the ride. Other 
times you have to ease them 

into the water.”
But the creators say that 

despite the unpredictable na-
ture of the audience, they don’t 
worry too much about the story 
going off the rails. 

“Most of the puzzles have 
a success or a fail state,” 
Biswas said. “If they do well, 
something happens, and if 
they do poorly, something 
else happens. And there 
are three separate endings 
to the story.”

Cooper said that the most 
rewarding aspect of working 
in this type of theater is seeing 
how the audience reacts.

“As a performer, I get en-
joyment from giving the audi-
ence the space to make their 
own choices,” Cooper said. 
“The play doesn’t just hap-
pen to them. They happen 
to the play.”

The games 
people play
New play is a puzzle 

The spy who came in 
from the couch: In new 
play “The Institute” au-
diences must decide 
whether Agent Ander-
son (Corey Roberts, left) 
can trust fellow agent 
Nick (Nick Tyson).

“Veterinarian’s Hospi-
tal: Ruff Day” at the 
Come Out and Play 
Festival at the Manhat-
tan Bridge Archway Plaza 
(off Anchorage Place 
between Pearl and Plym-
outh streets in Dumbo, 
www.comeoutandplay.
org). 7–10:30 pm on July 
17. Free.

D O G S !

“The Institute” at the 
Brick Theater [579 Met-
ropolitan Ave. between 
Lorimer Street and Union 
Avenue in Williamsburg, 
(718) 285–3863, www.
bricktheater.com]. July 10 
at 8 pm, July 17, 23, and 
25 at 9 pm. $18.

S H OW
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Want an easy way to pay your bill, check your 

payment history and send your meter reading to 

Con Edison? Download our free My conEdison 

app at conEd.com/App.

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY SINCE 1970 — AND STILL RUNNING STRONG!

168 West 4th Street, NYC 212.242.6480

A traditional Spanish and Mexican restaurant located in
New York’s West Village neighborhood.

Our menu showcases the simple reflective food flavors
of Spain. Using the best ingredients and implementing a
simplistic technique resulting in a dynamic presentation,
creating memorable dining experiences through
passionately created culinary dishes, many of which are
prepared in the wood-fire oven, including our signature
dish, Paella Valenciana.

IT’S OUR 

BIRTHDAY!

WE ARE CELEBRATING 
45 YEARS IN THE BIZ.

FOR THE MONTH OF JULY ENJOY

45% OFF 
ALL BEVERAGES ORDERED WITH YOUR MEAL

with staff and make a small 
sampler and play board 
games. $3. 1–3 pm. Lefferts 
Historic Homestead [452 
Flatbush Ave. between Em-
pire Boulevard and Eastern 
Parkway in Park Slope, (718) 
789–2822], www.prospect-
park.org. 

TALK, “PEARLS OF WISDOM 
— BROOKLYN THEN & 
NOW”: Three locals to 
share their experience 
through dynamic storytell-
ing, with a discussion to fol-
low. Free. 2–3:30 pm. Jane 
Bailey Memorial Garden 
(329 Greene Ave. between 
Franklin and Classon av-
enues in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant), www.bam.org.

READING, CHURCH OF 
MONIKA: The greatest 

show on the midway!: Cezar 
Del Valle, author of “Brook-
lyn Theatre Index Volume 
III,” discusses his new book 
about the history of theatre 
in Coney Island. Free. 11 
am. Open Source Gallery 
[306 17th St. at Sixth Avenue 
in South Slope, (315) 382–
7398], open-source-gallery.
org/cezar-delvalle. 

HIP TOT FAMILY DAY: Tots 
have a grand old time at 
the concert series featur-
ing Mill’s Trills; story time, 
crafts, and giveaways. 
Hosted by Hip Tot. Free. 
11 am–2 pm. Lakeside Rink 
in Prospect Park [17 East 
Drive in Prospect Park, (718) 
462–0040.], www.lakeside-
brooklyn.com. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-
CLONES VS. ABERDEEN 
IRONBIRDS: $10. 5 pm. 
MCU Park [1904 Surf Ave. 
at W. 17th St. in Coney Is-
land, (718) 449–8497], www.
brooklyncyclones.com.  

MON, JULY 13
READING, ISAAC FITZGER-

ALD AND WENDY 
MACNAUGHTON: Fitzger-
ald and MacNaughton dis-
cuss “Pen and Ink,” a blog 
turned book of illustrations 
and tattoo stories from 
rockers, porn stars, and 
librarians. Free. 7 pm. Pow-
erHouse Arena [37 Main St. 
at Water Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 666–3049], www.pow-
erhousearena.com. 

FILM, CONEY ISLAND FLICKS 
ON THE BEACH — “THE 
GRAND BUDAPEST 
HOTEL”: Free. 7:30 pm. 
[1001 Boardwalk West at W. 
10th Street in Coney Island, 
(718) 594–7895], www.co-
neyislandfunguide.com. 

READING, FRANKLIN PARK 
READING SERIES — WILL 
CHANCELLOR AND 
MEGAN MAYHEW BERG-
MAN: Chancellor’s novel “A 
Brave Man Seven Storey’s 

Tall” and Bergman’s story 
collection “Almost Famous 
Women” both get released 
in paperback tonight. Also 
featuring readings from 
Karolina Waclawiak, J. Rob-
ert Lennon, and Mira Jacob, 
$4 drink specials and a book 
raffl e. Free. 8 pm. Franklin 
Park (618 St. Johns Pl. be-
tween Classon and Franklin 
avenues. in Crown Heights), 
franklinparkbrooklyn.com. 

COMEDY, SIDE PONYTAIL 
COMEDY SHOW, AND 
HOUSING WORKS DO-
NATIONS: Bring resalable 
items to Side Ponytail to 
donate to Housing Works, 
then hear comedy from 
David Agyekum, Julia Ship-
lett, and Doogie Horner, 
among many others. Free. 
8 pm. Over the Eight (594 
Union Ave. at Richardson 
Street in Williamsburg), 
www.overtheeight.com. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 8

TUES, JULY 14
MUSIC, “APOCALYPSE 

CHOW”: A series of inno-
vatively sun-cooked meals 
from a solar oven paired 
with performances and 
workshops in the Bed-Stuy 
Community Garden. Free. 
6:30 pm. Bed-Stuy Commu-
nity Garden (95 Malcolm X 
Boulevard between Greene 
and Lexington avenues in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant), www.
nightlight.xyz. 

READING, BROOKLYN AU-
THORS: Brooklyn authors 
Adam Sternbergh and Julia 
Dahl promote their new 
books with refreshments, 
autographed books, and 
prizes. free. 6:30 pm. An-
nie’s Blue Ribbon General 
Store [232 Fifth Ave., be-
tween President and Carroll 
streets in Park Slope, (718) 
522–9848], www.bluerib-
bongeneralstore.com. 

COMEDY, BEERPROV: Per-
formers improvise scenes 
based on audience sugges-
tions, then are eliminated 
until one one remains, 
who then drinks from the 
BeerProv Mug of Champi-
ons. $10. 8 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

WED, JULY 15
HISTORIC TROLLEY TOUR 

OF GREEN-WOOD CEM-
ETERY: Tour takes about 
two hours. Reservations 
are recommended. $15. 
1 pm. Green-Wood Cem-
etery [Fifth Avenue and 
25th Street in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 210–3080], 
www.green-wood.com. 

FILM, SUMMERSCREEN 
PRESENTS “WET HOT 
AMERICAN SUMMER”: 
Outdoor fi lm in McCarren 
Park, with food vendors 
and live music. Movie starts 
at sundown. Free. 6 pm. 
McCarren Park (Bedford 
Avenue at N. 12th Street in 
Williamsburg), www.sum-
merscreen.org. 

MUSIC, PLAZA SWING 
DANCE SERIES: A celebra-
tion of Puerto Rican Bomba 
and Plena music by Brook-
lyn’s own Sonido Costeño. 
Free. 6:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Public Library’s Central 
branch [Flatbush Avenue 
at Eastern Parkway in Park 
Slope, (718) 230–2100], 
www.brooklynpubliclibrary.
org/branch_library_detail.
jsp?branchpageid=265. 

READING, DEANNA FEI: 
Deanna Fei brings us her 
brave and inspiring mem-
oir “Girl In Glass,” a story 
of premature birth that 
spawned a public health 
debate. Free. 7 pm. Pow-
erHouse Arena [37 Main St. 
at Water Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 666–3049], www.pow-
erhousearena.com. 

FILM, “TO HAVE AND HAVE 
NOT”: Screening of the 
1945 movie as part of 

“Bogart and Bacall Movie 
Night,” sponsored by BAM-
cinematek. Free. 7:30 pm. 
Target Community Garden 
[931 Bedford Ave. between 
DeKalb and Willoughby 
avenues in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant, (718) 636–4129], www.
bam.org. 

THURS, JULY 16
FREE HOURS: Children enjoy 

the museum free of charge 
on Thursdays in the sum-
mer! Free. 2 pm to 6 pm. 
Brooklyn Children’s Mu-
seum [145 Brooklyn Ave. at 
St. Marks Avenue in Crown 
Heights, (718) 735–4400], 
www.brooklynkids.org. 

MUSIC, OLA FRESCA: “Live At 
the Archway” presents live 
music by Ola Fresca with a 
salsa lesson with Ernesto 
Palma and The Lab. Free. 
6–8:30 pm. Archway Plaza 
(Water Street between An-
chorage Place and Adams 
Street in Dumbo). 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-
CLONES VS. STATEN 
ISLAND YANKEES: $10. 7 
pm. MCU Park [1904 Surf 
Ave. at W. 17th St. in Coney 
Island, (718) 449–8497], 
www.brooklyncyclones.
com. 

FRI, JULY 17
DANCE, TEMPO/RARELY: 

Fierce dance moves from 
FalconDance, Renee Ge-
rardo/Dances, Molly Mc-
Sherry, and The Lovelies. 
$18 ($15 in advance). 7 pm. 
Triskelion Arts (102 Cayler 
St., between Clifford Place 
and Banker Street in Green-
point), temporarely.com. 

FILM, A NIGHT WITH KHALIK 
ALLAH: Summer @ Metro-
tech presents a unique 
glimpse into the urban 
landscape of NYC through 
the lens of fi lmmaker and 
photographer Khalik Allah. 
Free. 8:30 pm. Rooftop 
Films [232 Third St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
417–7362], www.rooftop-
fi lms.com. 

BURLESQUE ON THE BEACH 
— ’80S BODACIOUS BUR-
LESQUE: A totally retro 
show hosted by Joey Mar-
tini, starring the Schlep Sis-
ters, Anita Cookie, Minnie 
Tonka, and Bambi the Mer-
maid, among others. $15. 
10 pm. Sideshows by the 
Seashore [1208 Surf Ave. 
between W. 12th Street and 
Stillwell Avenue in Coney Is-
land, (718) 372–5159], www.
coneyisland.com. 

SAT, JULY 18
DOGGY FASHION SHOW: 

Dancing, live music, and 
comedians join Freddy’s 
Bar for their second annual 
doggy fashion show as part 
of Summer Strolls. Free. 
5–9 pm. Freddy’s Bar [627 
Fifth Ave. between 17th and 
18th streets in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 768–0131], 
www.freddysbar.com. 
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One fact is simple: poor planning or no planning will hurt your loved ones.

Connors and Sullivan invites you to one of our FREE seminars to learn 
about elder law, trusts and estates law, and estate planning.

We’ll help you 
make educated decisions.

Get answers to questions such as:
- How can I protect assets

from the government?
- How can I save myself from
expensive nursing home bills?

- How can I spare my loved ones
from the difficulties of probate?

Call (718) 238-6500 to make your seminar reservation or schedule a FREE consultation.
Offices are located in Bay Ridge, Bayside, Middle Village, Manhattan, and Staten Island.

ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT: Connors and Sullivan Attorneys-At-Law PLLC: 7408 5th Avenue Ste. 2 Brooklyn NY 11209

TUES. JULY 21st

BROOKLYN –
BAY RIDGE

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
The Greenhouse Cafe

7717 Third Avenue

WED. JULY 22nd

BROOKLYN –
PARK SLOPE
3 PM & 7 PM

The Montauk Club
25 Eighth Avenue

THUR. JULY 23rd

BROOKLYN –
SHEEPSHEAD BAY

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
Buckley’s

2926 Avenue S

�

�

We’re also on the radio.

TUNE IN to AM 970 The Answer and
AM 570 The Mission, Saturdays at

6:00 PM to listen to
Ask the Lawyer with 

Mike Connors.
www.askmikethelawyer.com

canal’s existing waste treat-
ment system. 

But the second plan won’t 
necessarily save the neighbor-
hood natatorium from jack-
hammers — the city says the 
federal environmental agency 
will still likely use the oppor-
tunity to close the recreation 
facility so it can be gutted, 
cleaned, and rebuilt, as it sits 
on heavily contaminated land 

that used to house a gas plant. 
That process would take up to 
four years, the city says.

The Environmental Protec-
tion Agency says it hasn’t had 
a lot of time to look over the 
city’s proposals, but it is skep-
tical that buying private land 
for the tanks would be cheaper 
than using city-owned park-
land, and doubts that it would 
take nine years to build the 
tank under the pool, said the 
agency’s canal-cleanup project 
supervisor Joel Singerman.

Pool advocates say they sup-

port the plan to put the tank 
over the road, but not the four-
year clean-up. The commu-
nity facility, which offers free 
meals to kids and hosts sports 
programs and summer camps, 
is the only swimming spot and 
green space within walking 
distance for many locals — 
including two nearby public 
housing facilities — and neigh-
borhood residents simply can’t 
go several summer seasons 
without it, said Wolfe.

“There is just no other park 
in the area and there is no other 

pool,” she said. “People love 
this pool and the park.”

The city also announced 
its proposals for the second 
Gowanus stink tank, which 
it thinks should go on the ca-
nal-side land at Second Ave-
nue and Fifth Street known as 
the Salt Lot, or alternatively 
across the road at Second Av-
enue and Sixth Street.

The Environmental Pro-
tection Agency will announce 
in fall where it plans to build 
the tanks. Construction is ex-
pected to begin in 2018.

Continued from page 1

POOL...
Passive Houses 
Windows & Doors

ARE THE MOST EFFI-
CIENT IN THE WORLD

BROWNSTONES OUR SPECIALTY

Have you Heard?

ALL INVITED TO OUR NEW WINDOW LEARNING CENTER AND SHOWROOM

FREE ESTIMATES

Email: info@windowfi xinc.com | Website: windowfi xinc.com | 335-347 38th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11232

Call Us Today

CALL US TODAY 
1-800-337-1620
Serving the New York Tri-State 

Area for over 30 years

By Danielle Furfaro
The Brooklyn Paper

It is a soda jerk!
A music promoter is pulling 

all of the bands from a McCa-
rren Park concert series, claim-
ing the organizer made the deal 
to plaster the logo of Coca-
Cola-owned soft-drink giant 
Vitamin Water on the stage 
without consulting him first 
or offering the bands a share of 
the sponsorship money.

Local concert maven Todd 
Patrick said he would have 
yanked the acts from the an-
nual music and movie festi-
val SummerScreen even if 
the event’s organizer North-
side Media Group had offered 
the artists a cut of Coke’s cash, 
but it would have been nice to 
be asked.

“We would turn down the 
branding no matter what the 
money, but certainly if there 
is money changing hands, the 

Drink stink
Promoter pulls bands from 
fest over ‘Water’ branding

(Above) Bottles of Vitamin Water, which is spon-
soring the SummerScreen shows. (Left) Concert 
promoter Todd Patrick says he won’t put bands 
on a stage covered in soft drink ads.
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no animosity,” said Patrick, 
who also runs the Queens 
music venue Trans-Pecos. 
“We just have a different 
philosophy.”

Northside, which also or-
ganizes the sprawling annual 
Northside Festival and pub-
lishes local arts journals the 
L Magazine and Brooklyn 
Magazine, has run Summer-
Screen at the park annually 
since 2006. Typically, each 
night opens with live music 
followed by a film screen-

ing. This year’s festival is 
scheduled to take place ev-
ery Wednesday night in July 
and August.

Patrick had originally 
booked avant-garde band 
Zs to play before the movie 
“Clueless” on the fest’s open-
ing night on July 8. Sum-
merScreen announced on its 
Facebook page the day be-
fore that punk band Worri-
ers would play instead.

Northside Media Group 
declined to comment. 

bands should see it,”  Patrick 
wrote in an announcement on 
his Facebook page last Tues-
day.  “We insisted the brand-
ing be removed and Northside 
wasn’t able to do it, so we’re 
canceling.”

Patrick, who has booked the 
bands for SummerScreen for 
the past several years said he is 
not angry with Northside offi-
cials despite the drama. 

“There is no ill will and 

By Ruth Brown
for The Brooklyn Paper

Talk about low spirits! 
Popular Smith Street whis-

key joint Char No. 4 an-
nounced last Thursday that 
it will mix its last Manhattan 
this weekend, leaving many 
locals mourning their favorite 
neighborhood hangout. 

“I’ll miss this place. I’m 
going to miss the people — 
the bartenders, the manager. 
That’s what makes this place 

awesome,” said Claudine Z., 
one of many Char-flies who 
gathered at the Cobble Hill 
tavern last Thursday night 
to pay their respects. “This 
is my people. This is where 
we come. I don’t know where 
we’re going to go now.”

Owner Sean Josephs sent 
out an e-mail on July 2 an-
nouncing the restaurant’s im-
pending closure on Sunday, 
July 12 and thanking patrons 
for their support since the bar 

Rye oh rye!
Cobble Hill whiskey bar 
Char No. 4 is closing

Char No. 4’s then-chef Matt Greco and owner Sean 
Josephs toast the venue shortly after it opened on 
Smith Street in 2008.
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first  opened in 2008 .
“We have had an amaz-

ing seven years in business 
during which time we have 

made so many great friends 
and served our share of bour-
bon and smoked meat, which 
I’d like to think has made for 
a lot of happy people,” Jo-
sephs said.

Josephs did not say why 
the bar was closing, and was 
not available for comment by 
our print deadline, but regu-
lars said it did not seem like 
the venue was struggling for 
business.

“This place is always 
packed,” said Richard Cham-
blin of Prospect Lefferts Gar-
dens, who added that the 
meatery is his favorite place 
in Brooklyn. “My wife and I 
come here for brunch and for 
date night.”

The venue, which is best 
known for its extensive menu 
of American whiskeys and 
smoked-meat dishes, will 
serve a limited bill of fare in 
its final days, featuring long-
time favorites and specials.

Char No. 4 [196 Smith St. 
between Warren and Baltic 
streets in Cobble Hill, (718) 
643–2106, www.charno4.
com].  — with Bill Roundy

By Noah Hurowitz
for The Brooklyn Paper

It is out with the cold beer 
and in with “The Chew.”

The owner of trendy Co-
lumbia Street Thai eatery 
Pok Pok closed the restau-
rant’s adjacent bar Whiskey 
Soda Lounge last Friday, and 
is signing the venue over to 
celebrity chef Carla Hall, a 
co-host of the popular net-
work television talk-show, 
who will turn it into a com-
fort-food restaurant.

Hall will open a joint called 
Carla Hall’s Southern Kitchen 
in the cozy space at the cor-
ner of Columbia and Kane 
streets.

“We’re heading to Brook-

Columbia St. spot shuts too
Celeb chef to open Southern eatery instead

to stay open in the space.  He 
created the watering-hole-
in-the-wall two years ago  to 
accommodate the hordes of 
foodies lining up for a cov-
eted seat in his much-hyped 
restaurant. But he said busi-
ness dwindled during the re-
cent brutal winter, and when 
Pok Pok started taking res-
ervations earlier this year, 
the bar didn’t have enough 
customers of its own to stay 
profitable.

“No one’s happy to see it 
go, but what can you do? The 
public has spoken and that’s 
the deal,” said Ricker, who 
also owns noodle shop Pok 
Pok Phat Thai on the same 
strip.

“The Chew”’s Carla Hall.
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lyn baby!” Hall  wrote on her 
Kickstarter page , where she 
raised $264,703 for the pro-
spective eatery last year. 

Whiskey Soda Lounge 
owner Andy Ricker  said the 
erstwhile Thai tavern simply 
wasn’t making enough money 
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By Joseph Altobelli
The Brooklyn Paper

And so it begins… 
The invasion long dreaded 

by denizens of the People’s 
Playground has finally come 
to pass, as costumed char-
acters driven out of Times 
Square by a police crackdown 
have descended onto the Co-
ney Island Boardwalk.

People dressed as children’s 
favorite characters — from 
SpongeBob to Iron Man to 
Olaf from “Frozen” — have 
begun to congregate along the 
waterfront to pose for pictures 
with kids — and then demand 
cash from the parents.

Locals are not at all happy 
to see the photo-op phenom-
enon metastasize from the 
crossroads of the world to 
Sodom on the Sea.

“I think they should stay 
away from here,” said Fer-
nando Delvalle, a weekly vis-
itor to the Boardwalk. “Leave 
that in Times Square.”

Another Coney Island reg-
ular said the invasion would 
destroy the distinct local 
scene. 

“I don’t like Times Square,” 
said Joe Hunt. “Coney Island 
is the farthest thing from Time 

Square.” 
Some local restaurateurs 

and shop owners agree that 
the sudden appearance this 
season of the costumed co-
hort bodes ill for the Board-
walk.

“I think overall it’s bad for 
business,” said Michael Sar-
rel, a manager at famed Coney 
Island eatery Ruby’s. 

Sarrel said he has already 
seen some of the tactics that 
prompted the police to run 
them out of Manhattan for ha-
rassing tourists who refused 
to hand over “tips” after snap-
ping a pic.

“People are intimidated 
having them here, begging for 
tips,” Sarrel said. “Sometimes 
they get aggressive.” 

It is illegal to demand 
money for taking a picture 
of someone in a public place, 
and after signs to that effect 
were posted prominently 
around Time Square, some 
costumed characters have 
sought greener pastures — 
and less-savvy tourists.

“They’re preying on peo-
ple’s ignorance,” said Hunt.

Louis John, Tom’s Coney 
Island’s manager, doesn’t 
think these new panhandlers 

Times Square plague hits 
our beloved Boardwalk

will affect his business, but 
said he understands the com-
plaints. 

“There’s so many peo-
ple [in Coney Island] that I 
don’t think it matters,” he said. 
“But, they make people feel 
a little uncomfortable, they 
make you feel like you have 
to [tip.]” 

Some visitors weren’t wor-
ried about aggressive panhan-
dling as much as they were 
annoyed at the low-quality, 
knockoff costumes. 

“I don’t come to the Board-
walk to hang out with inac-

curate versions of charac-
ters,” said Alex Thiel as she 
relaxed on the Boardwalk. “I 
don’t think Coney Island, be-
ing what it is, needs it,” she 
said. 

Her friend Lauren Mark 
agreed, saying that the Peo-
ple’s Playground already has 
enough of its own distinctive 
attractions.

“I think [Coney Island] 
should just keep it to the 
classic freak show,” she said. 
“Those were the people you 
came here to see if you are 
coming to see characters.”

Head games

Even in the heat of summer, the characters from “Fro-
zen” are on the Boardwalk to pose for pictures with 
kids — and then demand money from parents.
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ur Boys of Summer are 
off to a hot start, leading 
the McNamara Division 

of the New York Penn-League 
and last week sweeping the 
Williamsport Crosscutters, 
who came into Coney Island 
with a 13–1 record.

Some of the faces have 
changed early on — Mets 
brass sent Michael Katz 
and Nata Ramos to Savan-
nah and Michael Gibbons to 
Binghamton, traded Gaither 
Bumgardner to the Angels — 
but Cyclones manager Tom 
Gamboa addressed his squad 
to make sure their focus was 
on the players who are still in 
Brooklyn, not on those who 
have left. 

“ ‘Gosh, we had such a 
good team, now they took 
away Katz and now we’re los-
ing Gibbons,’ ” said Gamboa, 
imagining what his charges 
might have whispered in the 
back of the van back to the 
hotel, had he not set the re-
cord straight. “The moment 
that you even start to think 
that way, it becomes an excuse 
for losing. The very sentence 

Lose some, you win some

connotes we were good, but 
we’re not now because we’re 
losing pieces.”

Gamboa told his players 
that they should be happy to 
see teammates being pro-
moted.

“It’s about development 
and you should all be glad, as 
I am, when Katz or Gibbons 
go up, because that proves 
to you that the Mets are not 
here to hold people back,” he 
said. “When people perform, 
they want you to move up. 
They don’t get a return on 
their investment until you 
play in the big leagues.”

Fast ball
The Cyclones are fan-

friendly with their promo-
tions —  the team revived its 
breakout hit “Seinfeld” night 
on June 5  — and early in the 
season they’ve been pleas-
ing fans by playing quick 
games as well. 

And you can thank the 
team’s pitching staff, which 
has been consistently throw-
ing strikes. 

The Clones’ Fourth of 
July game lasted two hours 
and 12 minutes with Matt 
Blackham striking out nine, 
giving up two hits and walk-

ing only one batter in seven 
innings. 

He’s smaller than the pro-
totypical pitcher, but Gam-
boa likes his development 
and praised pitching coach 
Dave LaRoche.

“I think it’s a credit to 
him and to Dave LaRoche 
how fast his control has pro-
gressed because he wasn’t all 
like this in extended spring 
training,” Gamboa said af-
ter Blackham’s performance 
on Saturday.

The righty pitcher is 2–0 
in three starts with a 1.45 
run average.

By David Russell

Diamond
Dave’s
Cyclones Report
By David Russell

DOUBLE-DIPPING: Contestants took to the field to show off their little kicks 
in an “Elaine dance-off” at MCU Park’s second “Seinfeld” night on July 5.
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FREE!

A summer fête celebrating France’s independence 
day featuring a day full of music, shopping, 
eats, and family fun at Brookfield Place!

SUNDAY, 
JULY 12
11AM - 6PM

230 VESEY ST | ON THE HUDSON WATERFRONT
1 BLOCK WEST OF THE 1WTC OBSERVATORY
BROOKFIELDPLACENY.COM | @BROOKFIELDPLNY


