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By Harry MacCormack
The Brooklyn Paper

The city must abandon its plan 
to send up to 50 sex offenders to 
a Williamsburg homeless shelter, 
say neighbors who claim putting 
so many deviants in one place is 
a recipe for disaster.

“This is a very, very danger-
ous situation. Would you put 50 
murderers in one place? I don’t 
think so,” said nearby business 
owner Joseph Cartolano, one of 
many local residents and work-
ers who gathered at a meeting at 
the Peter Jay Sharp Center for 
Opportunity on Porter Avenue 
on July 22.

The Department of Homeless 
Services  is trying to transfer doz-
ens of men who have been con-
victed of sex crimes to the shel-
ter , which is run by the Doe Fund, 
an organization aimed at helping 
homeless people find permanent 
work and housing. 

The offenders are currently liv-
ing at the Bellevue Men’s Shel-
ter in Manhattan, but the city re-
cently decided that facility is too 
close to local schools, so it wants 
to pawn the pervs off on the Wil-
liamsburg refuge, which is in an 
industrial area of the neighbor-
hood near the Newtown Creek 
and Bushwick. 

But the Doe Fund says it is just 
not that kind of homeless shelter. 
It runs the facility as part of its 
“Ready, Willing, and Able” pro-

HELTER SHELTER
Keep sex fi ends out of Williamsburg refuge, say locals

to the opposition, claiming the 
sex offenders are a danger to the 
neighborhood, too.

“This a terrible threat to this 
great community we are a part 
of,” said Harriet McDonald, who 
co-founded the Doe Fund with 
husband George McDonald in 
1985.

The organization  launched an 
online petition  last month de-
manding Mayor DeBlasio call 
off the transfer, and has since 
amassed almost 2,000 signatures, 
many from people who left mes-
sages saying they live or work in 
the area and are terrified at the 
prospect of sex fiends on their 
sidewalks.

One local artist said those who 
work out of art and music studios 
in nearby warehouses would be 
particularly vulnerable to pred-
ators, as the creative types of-
ten walk home through the de-
serted streets in the wee hours 
of the morning.

“We have artists coming and 
going at all hours of the night 
… it’s just not going to be safe 
if these men are brought into the 
neighborhood,” said Maya Meis-
ser, a nearby resident and an em-
ployee at the Brooklyn Fire Proof 
Stages, a studio and sound stage 
located directly across the street 
from the shelter.  

The shelter says it will likely 
run a second meeting for residents 
on the evening of Aug. 5.

gram, where it employs the res-
idents in its iconic blue-shirted 
street-cleaning teams, and puts 
them through job-training and re-
hab so they can eventually find 
their own housing and full-time 
employment. 

The organization says it can’t 
enroll sex offenders in its cleaning 
venture because they can’t go near 
schools and playgrounds, and ev-
ery offender that takes one of the 
shelter’s 400 beds will displace 

one of the residents already work-
ing through the program.

The city has already tried to 
send several sex offenders to Por-
ter Avenue, but the shelter says 
it has simply put them in a van 
and sent them straight back to 
Manhattan. 

The Doe Fund is also suing 
the city to keep the offenders out 
for good. 

And now it is appealing to lo-
cal residents to add their voices 

Neighbors of the Peter Jay Sharp Center for Opportunity 
on Porter Avenue are demanding the city abort its plan to 
transfer sex offenders into the facility.
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(Above) Surprisingly chip-
per-looking local dad 
Michael Chambers, his 
kids Ona and Floyd, and 
neighborhood youngster 
Laurel Franchell express 
their concern about bring-
ing sex offenders into the 
neighborhood. (Left) Jo-
seph Cartolano, who owns 
a business near the Por-
ter Avenue shelter, says 
bringing dozens of home-
less sex offenders into the 
neighborhood would put 
residents at risk.
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By Allegra Hobbs
The Brooklyn Paper

What a slam!
A developer’s plan to build con-

dos next to and on top of a Park 
Slope’s historic Pavilion Theater 
will make the beloved building 
look like a prison, say neighbors 
who gathered at a community 
board meeting last Thursday night 
to register their disapproval.

“The architectural design looks 
like the penitentiary in Sunset 
Park,” said one self-described 

longtime neighborhood resident 
who refused to give her name, re-
ferring to the mammoth Metro-
politan Detention Center on 29th 
Street.

But the Community Board 6 
Landmarks and Land Use com-
mittee nevertheless voted unani-
mously to okay Hidrock Realty’s 
bid to make-over the theater and 
add 24 units of housing — albeit 
with the caveat that the developer 
should make several changes to its 
design so the building will blend in 

better with its surroundings.
Hidrock, which purchased the 

Prospect Park West and 14th Street 
building in 2006, wants to com-
pletely renovate the theater and 
use it as the basis of a five-story 
development, with a smaller art-
house cinema inside. It also wants 
to replace the old playhouse’s win-
dows and marquee — which were 
both added in recent years — and 
take down the fire escape on the 
14th Street side of the building to 
make way for a new entrance and 

a garage door.
The architecture firm that de-

signed the building insists all the 
changes were conceived with the 
character of the original structure 
in mind.

“The idea is that it would be 
deferential to the historic build-
ing,” said Wesley Wolfe of Mor-
ris Adjmi Architects.

But locals say the building is 
too flashy for the area surround-
ing Bartel-Pritchard Square — the 

Slopers: Planned Pavilion development looks like a prison

Scary movie ... theater

Residents say this proposed condo building would disrupt the historic charm of Bartel-
Pritchard Square and the Park Slope Historic District. 
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N
ew York-
ers have al-
ways had 

their own slang. 
We all know that 
that “coffee reg-
ular” means cof-
fee with milk and sugar. A 
“straphanger” is a subway 
rider (though, come to think 
of it, maybe it’s a bus rider, 
too). And fugheddaboudit is 
a single word.

But we are clearly overdue 
for an update. So here is: 

New slang 
Halal-anon: Meetings 

for people addicted to lamb 
over rice.

Quipster: A hipster who 
lives in Queens. 

Tri-asselete: A person 
who, by a combination of 

A new New York City slang
Tawk this way

man-spreading, leaning, and 
glowering, manages to take up 
three seats on the subway. 

Celebate: A person who 
tries to not spot celebrities.

PPB: Short for “phantom 
phone booth” — a phone 
booth with only wires left 
in it. 

High Line Line: A line you 
are likely to hear on the High 
Line, e.g., “It’s 7:30 in Milan 
now.” Or, “I could’ve bought 
that building for $50,000 in 
’78.”

By Lenore Skenazy

By Max Jaeger
The Brooklyn Paper

Call it Red Hook’s dead-ball 
era. 

The Environmental Protection 
Agency has discovered danger-
ous levels of lead in the Red Hook 
Ball Fields, and now it is forcing 
the city to close the toxic play-
ground and shell out $50 million 
to clean it up. 

A smelting facility that oper-
ated at the corner of Lorraine and 
Hicks streets in the 1920s spewed 
lead-filled smoke into the air for 
a decade, according a federal in-
vestigator. The smelter closed in 
the ’30s, but the toxic fumes left 
a lasting legacy, she said. 

“The problem with lead is 
that once it’s in the soil, it stays 
there,” said Marga-
ret Gregor, who re-
searched the toxic 
history of the site 
for the agency.

The feds usually 
force whoever is re-
sponsible for con-
taminating land in 
the first place to 
pay for its cleanup. 
But the smelter is 
long gone, so the 
city, which first built sports fields 
on the site in the 1940s, is on the 
hook, an attorney for the agency 

You can call it ‘Lead Hook’
EPA: Neighborhood’s ball fi elds are laden with heavy metal

By Max Jaeger
The Brooklyn Paper

It’s a water-shed mo-
ment.

A city plan to cover over 
the lead-contaminated base-
ball fields in Red Hook could 
sink the flood-prone neigh-
borhood, say locals.

The Environmental Pro-
tection Agency last year 
found dangerous levels of 
the heavy metal in five ball-
parks at the Red Hook Ball 
Fields, and is  now forcing 
the city to lay down  a pro-
tective barrier, some clean 
dirt, and new sod over the 
toxic turf. 

But a committee of resi-
dents the state charged with 
thinking up ways to flood-
proof the nabe in the wake of 
Hurricane Sandy says cap-
ping the field will make it 
tougher for storm-water to 

Will cleanup 
fl ood nabe?

said.
“There is noth-

ing left of that 
smelting company 
to even pursue, so 
the only party that 

we have then is the owner of the 
property,” said site attorney Andy 
Praschak. 

Lead doesn’t decompose and re-
moving the dirt could stir up toxic 
dust clouds, so the safest way to deal 
with the filth it to cover it up, Gregor 
said. Federal guidelines require the 
city to lay a special liner over the 
contaminated soil, then pile on at 
least a foot of clean dirt and a few 
inches of porous material — so the 

field can drain if there is a storm 
— before laying down new sod or 
synthetic turf, she said. 

The Parks Department hasn’t 
drawn up exact plans for the clean-
up, but it will likely end up pay-
ing “well in excess of $50 mil-
lion,” said borough parks czar 

Red Hook residents Gita Nandan, Stephen Kondaks, John McGettrick, and Jim 
Tampakis — all members of a state-formed committee to identify new storm-
resiliency projects in Red Hook — say a plan to cover lead-contaminated ball 
fields with dirt and synthetic turf would make it even tougher for rain water to 
soak into the ground in the flood-prone neighborhood.
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See SLANG  on page 4

See PAVILION  on page 10

See LEAD  on page 10
See FLOOD  on page 10

Meadows of 

SHAME
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(Photos taken 
in January 2010)

With ArmorTec®

Without ArmorTec®

The Brand You Know and Trust

718.832.2388
754 3RD AVENUE  BROOKLYN, NY 11232 (CORNER OF 25TH ST. & 3RD AVE.)25th Street Building Materials

Awnings

Estimate &
Consultation

Awnings, Gates, Doors, Fences, Rails, & Window Guards

c.brooklyn stainless steel supply inc.
NYC DCA License # 2025340

By Allegra Hobbs
The Brooklyn Paper

Call it the organ trail.
A band of pipe-organ en-

thusiasts is passing on its pas-
sion to a new generation of 
pedal-pushers on an educa-
tional tour of Brooklyn’s best 
pipes, and its proteges say they 
have fully embraced the loud 
and proud instrument.

“I love its complexity,” 
said 12-year-old Emily Amos, 
a Bach fan from Louisiana who 
is in Brooklyn for Pipe Organ 

It’s piping hot!
Teen ivory-ticklers tour boro’s top organs

Christian Gingrich plays at Our Lady of Refuge Church in Ditmas Park.

Encounters, a summer camp 
for teen organists. “I love ev-
erything insanely crazy, and 
the organ is by far the most 
complex of instruments.”

The Brooklyn chapter of the 
American Guild of Organists 
is hosting the organ extrav-
aganza across five days this 
week, bussing budding pipe-
dreamers from around the 
country across the borough 
for a series of church tours, 
classes, and concerts. 

The camp kicked off on July 
26, and will take the tube-lov-
ing teens to some of Brooklyn’s 
most vital organs — includ-
ing the Austin organ at Grace 
Church in Brooklyn Heights 
and the recently-restored 
80-year-old Kilgen organ at 
Our Lady of Refuge Church in 
Ditmas Park — before wrap-
ping up on July 31.

Veteran organists once 
feared the ancient instru-

ment’s appeal was running out 
of wind, but the fresh faces on 
the tour show it is here to stay, 
said an organ-izer.

“It’s not dying, and there 
are kids wanting to do this,” 
said Eric Birk, director of the 
Brooklyn branch of the Amer-
ican Guild of Organists, a na-
tional group that promotes the 
instrument and supports its 
players. “These are kids cur-
rently playing for mass or ser-
vices — they’re already in-
terested. This is the young 
generation of who’s coming 
up next.”

The teens begin each morn-
ing of the program with lessons 
taught by lauded instructors, 
then go on afternoon field trips 
throughout the borough and 
beyond to see the pipe organs 
housed in the city’s churches. 
Each day ends with a public 
concert featuring teachers 
or guest artists performing 

in one of Brooklyn’s storied 
sanctuaries. 

The young ivory-ticklers 
say it is an intensive educa-
tion in all things organ-ic.

“It’s really an in-depth ex-
perience,” said 16-year-old Pe-
ter Gingrich from Pennsylva-
nia. “We saw five or six organs 
in the first day.”

One participant said she was 
hooked from the moment she 
set hand — and foot — on the 
keys.

“I remember the first time 
I looked at it and played it and 
I thought, ‘This is definitely 
a piano on steroids,’ ” said 
17-year-old Lidiya Louder, 
who also hails from Pennsyl-

vania and embraced the rancor-
ous instrument a year ago. “It’s 
like marching pianos, because 
you’re playing it with your feet 
as well as your hands.”

The campers will perform 
their own recital on the final 
night of Pipe Organ Encoun-
ters at the Flatbush-Tompkins 
Congregational Church.

By Allegra Hobbs
The Brooklyn Paper

They’re doing the robot!
A Kensington engineer is 

teaching Park Slope whiz-kids 
how to build their own robots, 
then pit the droids against each 
other at a tech-savvy sum-
mer camp.

BK Bots is a five-day robot-
ics workshop where youngsters 
learn how to construct, pro-
gram, and control their own 
mechanical monsters with 
Lego Mindstorms kits — and 
pick up plenty of math and sci-
ence skills along the way, said 
the program’s creator.

“It’s learning that’s actually 
made fun,” said Sean Spillane, 
a former high-school teacher 
who has condensed his semes-
ter-long robotics classes into a 
crash-course, which he is host-
ing at Fifth Avenue math-tu-
toring school the Mathnasium 
every week through Sept. 4. 
“We don’t have to take away 

from the learning to make it 
fun — it’s possible to do both 
of them.”

The camp is open to stu-
dents aged between 7 and 14, 
who pair up in teams of two 
to learn the nuts and bolts of 
building basic robots before 
advancing to create their own 
unique automatons, Spillane 
said. On the last day of the 
camp, the duos prepare their fi-
nal bots for battle and let them 
loose in the arena. 

Spillane, who has a de-
gree in mechanical engineer-
ing from the City College of 
New York, founded BK Bots 
in 2012 after six years teaching 
math, science, and robotics at 
high schools in Flatbush and 
Midwood. He says he got fed 
up with the restrictions of the 
school curriculum and decided 
to create his own classroom 
where kids could learn in a 
hands-on environment.

“I was feeling strangled 

and stifled,” said Spillane. 
“I wanted to be more cre-
ative and there was no op-
tion to do that.”

The teacher says the ro-
botics lab cured his creative 
claustrophobia, and his rookie 
roboteers continue to inspire 
him with their own outside-
the-bots inventions.

“They come up with their 
own thing,” he said. “It’s really 
cool to see the different per-
spectives on how to get these 
robots to do what they do.”

Spillane said he eventually 
hopes to create his own af-
ter-school technology acad-
emy where kids can pursue 
their passion for bot-building, 
computer-programming, and 
3D printing all year long. 

BK Bots at the Mathna-
sium [361 Fifth Ave. at Fifth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 
369–6284, www.bkbots.
com]. Weekly from July 20–
Sept. 4. $400 per person.

Robot fi ght club
Kids build and battle bots at Slope camp

BK Bots students learn to program their own robots 
for battle.
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•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated
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By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

It is setting sale.
The owner of storied Brook-

lyn Heights watering hole 
Montero’s Bar and Grill is look-
ing to sell the Atlantic Avenue 
building it has anchored for 76 
years. And if someone snaps 
up the property, the borough 
may have to say bon voyage to 
one of its last remaining long-
shoremen’s bars, said a long-
time employee.

“This may not be the oldest 
bar in Brooklyn, but it might 
be one of the last true seamen’s 
bars,” said bartender Allan, who 
refused to give his last name, 
but said he has been working 
at Montero’s for a decade and 
has lived in the neighborhood 
for more than 30 years. 

Owner Pepe Montero has 
teamed up with five neighbors 
— including his brother Frank 
— to put seven buildings on the 
block between Hicks Street and 
the Brooklyn-Queens Express-
way on the market for a com-
bined $56 million,  according 
to the New York Times . 

The owner of the building 

Heights and dry!
Montero’s Bar building is up for sale

plex , but prospective purchas-
ers will have to keep their am-
bitions more modest — the 
block is part of the Brook-
lyn Heights Historic Dis-
trict, where the maximum 
building height is 50 feet, or 
around four stories. 

Pepe Montero’s parents Jo-
seph, a former seaman, and 
Pilar,  the daughter of a ferry-
man , first opened the bar in 
1939 across the street from its 
current location, where they 
served the stevedores and mer-
chant mariners who worked at 
the nearby waterfront. 

They moved the bar across 
Atlantic Avenue in 1948 when 
the city razed the original lo-
cation to build the Brooklyn-
Queens Expressway, and 
handed the tavern and the 
three apartments above it over 
to Pepe Montero in 1997, ac-
cording to city records.

Few seamen or dock work-
ers patronize the alehouse 
these days, but Montero’s re-
mains a museum to its own 
past and that of Brooklyn’s 
working waterfront. Life pre-
servers hang from the ceil-
ing and portholes fastened to 
the wall hold photos of the 
bar’s founder. A sign bear-
ing the pub’s name — which a 
sailor brought back from Bra-
zil and is made out of butter-
fly wings, according to Al-
lan — is mounted above the 
ancient cash register.

Montero’s bartender Al-
lan says this sign comes 
from Brazil and is made 
out of butterfly wings.

C
o

m
m

un
it

y 
N

ew
s 

G
ro

up
 /

 N
o

ah
 H

ur
o

w
it

z

on the corner of Atlantic Ave-
nue and Hicks Street — which 
another Montero brother, Ra-
mon, sold for $1.9 million in 
2013 — does not want to sell, 
according to the Times. But 

By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

It is just not what this doc-
tor ordered.

The medical center that took 
over the emergency department 
at the former Long Island Col-
lege Hospital campus in Cob-
ble Hill will shell out $204 mil-
lion to build a new four-story 
facility on the corner of Atlan-
tic and Hicks streets, which will 
include a cancer center, out-
patient surgery center, and an 
imaging facility, according to 
new state filings.

But one local physician 
says the plans for the new 
center, which will have lim-
ited tools to treat really sick 
patients and will have to send 
many of them off to other hos-
pitals, would be better suited 
to Brooklyn, Iowa. 

“It’s totally inadequate,” 

said Brooklyn Heights doc-
tor Jon Berall, a former  court-
appointed watchdog  charged 
with  monitoring the old hospi-
tal  and a  longtime  opponent of 
the  development plans  at  the 
site . “This is what is done in 
war zones or in rural Amer-
ica, not in sophisticated Down-
town settings.”

New York University’s Lan-
gone Medical Center took 
over the Amity Street emer-
gency department at the hos-
pital complex in October last 
year, after the infirmary’s for-
mer owner  pulled the plug on 
the broader hospital and sold it 
to a luxury housing developer . 
Langone hospital honchos in-
tend to start building the new 
facility on the corner of At-
lantic and Hicks streets later 
this year, and filed an appli-
cation with the state Depart-

ment of Health on July 20 re-
vealing details of their plans, 
which include:

• A new emergency de-
partment on the first floor, 
which will include two inpa-
tient beds for those who need 
to stay the night, as well as 10 
patient bays, two resuscitation 
room, two triage rooms, a de-
contamination room, and 12 
other treatment spaces.

• An outpatient surgery cen-
ter on the third floor, with four 
operating rooms and two en-
doscopy rooms.

• A cancer center on the 
fourth floor with space for 22 
patients, plus a pharmacy, and 
a laboratory. 

• A diagnostic imaging cen-
ter — for X-rays and other tech 
that looks inside patients — 
on the cellar level of the new 
building.

The hospital claims its new 
center will employ 400 peo-
ple, including approximately 
70 doctors, and plans to have 
the new outpost up and run-
ning by 2018.

Langone says it has treated 
about 4,400 patients at the Am-
ity Street emergency room 
since it took over last Novem-
ber, which is the equivalent of 
10,600 a year — a significant 
drop from 58,000 patients the 
state says visited Long Island 
College Hospital in 2012. But 
one healthcare expert says it is 
still better than nothing, and 
hospital-free emergency de-
partments are becoming in-
creasingly common as hos-
pitals around the nation 
downsize and close. 

 Crain’s New York was 
first to report the new appli-
cation . 

New LICH plan draws criticism

the other properties comprise 
almost an entire block of real-
estate in one of the most de-
sirable neighborhoods in the 
borough.

The buildings are close to 
forthcoming luxury-housing 
high-rises  in Brooklyn Bridge 
Park  and  on the former Long 
Island College Hospital com-
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B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Create a doable timeline for 
a new patio or outdoor living room

When homeowners plan a full-
blown interior remodeling, they 
often resort to establishing a se-
quence of time windows driven 
largely by both budget allocations 
as well as monetary restraints. 
It may start with a new kitchen 
and/or bathroom and end up with 
a great room extension later on. 
The design/build of a functional 
outdoor space using hardscape 
materials often follows the same 
process.  

The reason for this is that an 
outdoor space should be nothing 
more than an extension of many 
indoor pleasures and tastes. With 
hardscaping, the entire outdoor 
space can be accomplished in 
phases without compromising 
continuity. The secret to success 
lies in advance planning to avoid 
unexpected consequences as you 
expand the space and move to-
ward the finished project. Before 
you put your plan into speed dial, 
consider starting small — for ex-
ample, begin with a modest 100 
sq. ft. patio that provides ample 
room for sun-bathing, small gath-
erings or whatever suits your 
fancy at the time knowing that an 
adjacent area with a fire pit for in-
stance, can be added in the second 
year, a full-kitchen the third year, 
and even a pool the following year 
if your plan includes one. 

If you choose this course of 
action, it makes sense to put pri-
orities in place taking into con-
sideration access to specific areas 
that will be completed later. Once 
you have a concrete plan, you can 
move forward with confidence 
knowing that material is readily 
available from established and 
reliable manufacturers of hard-
scape materials. For example, 
Cambridge — a single-source for 
pavers, wall systems, steps and 
staircases and outdoor room com-
ponents, which includes outdoor 
fireplaces and fire pits, open-air 
kitchens and grill islands, pizza 
ovens and many more amenities 
– can help you achieve the most 
comprehensive space for your 
personal or family’s outdoor life-
style.

Cambridge is a company that 
is there at every step of the way 
to help you reach your objectives 

without the fear of a “patchy” out-
come. Cambridge Pavingstones 
with ArmorTec® have pure-pig-
mented colors that are made to 
last and are available in almost 
limitless combinations of styles, 
colors and textures. Products are 
coordinated so they can be mixed 
or matched successfully with re-
lated Cambridge products at any 
phase of purchase and installa-
tion. Most add-on patio compo-
nents as well as other items are 
sold fully-assembled or in pre-
packaged kits that can impact 
positively on design/build costs 
and installation time.

Planning and assessment can 
be made even simpler by bringing 
a digital photo of your backyard 
to an authorized Cambridge dis-
tributor who can create realis-
tic, computer-generated designs 
right in front of you by using 
Cambridge DesignScape Visual-
izer® software. Each design will 
reflect various selections of Cam-
bridge Pavingstones and Cam-
bridge Wall Systems in the colors 
and patterns of your choice for a 
patio or total backyard makeover. 
You can search for a nearby dis-
tributor at cambridgepavers.com. 
Other online design services are 
offered by Cambridge as well 
in addition to a complimentary 

108-page guide to outdoor living 
rooms. Cambridge distributors 
can also provide the names of 
Certified Cambridge contractors 
and landscape designers. The 
company website is www.cam-
bridgepavers.com.

About the writer: 
Charles H. Gamarekian is the 

Chairman/CEO of Cambridge 
Pavers Inc. He is one of the found-
ers and a current board member 
of the Interlocking Pavement In-
stitute. Organized in 1993, ICPI is 
the North American trade asso-
ciation representing the interlock-
ing concrete paver industry and 
considered by peer associations 
around the world as the leader in 
development and dissemination of 
technical information for design 
professionals and contractors. Mr. 
Gamarekian is recognized world-
wide as an expert in his field and 
is a frequent speaker on the proper 
installation of pavingstones, wall-
stones and many outdoor living 
products.
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 BUILDERS  BUILDERS  BUILDERS 
 WELCOMED WELCOMED WELCOMED

Yellowed Cab: Pre-Uber 
form of transportation.

Square Knot: A crowd of 
Times Square tourists trying 
to cross the street that inter-
sects with a crowd of tourists 
trying buy $10 handbags.

Coney-ism: Boardwalk 
employees who send busi-
ness to other Boardwalk es-
tablishments. E.g., “Now that 
you’ve had a hot dog, maybe 
it’s time for a ride on the Cy-
clone.”

NO-DOZ: (Acronym) The 
neighborhood Near Or Di-
rectly Opposite Zabar’s.

NO-DOZ BRONX: The 
neighborhood Near Or Di-
rectly Opposite Zoo. 

Blunch: Brunch that 
commences at or past lunch 
time.

Tramelot: Nickname re-
flecting Camelot-like hopes 
for new Cornell Tech campus 
on Roosevelt Island.

Churisma: The irresist-
ible allure of a giant pile of 
churros.

Ferry Godfather: A Ma-
fia don who lives on Staten 
Island.

Cartio Workout: The ex-
ercise one gets walking over 
to the hot dog cart.

Bubblestone: Street or 
sidewalk littered with bub-
ble-shaped tops of Frappu-
cino cups.

Lost and Lost: The MTA’s 
Lost and Found booth.

Late Bloomers: Build-
ings and projects begun in 
Bloomberg era only now 
reaching completion.

A-Riguez: The side of 
A-Rod we didn’t see until 
now.

Cataclysmic Climate 
Change: The act of enter-
ing a freezing subway car 
from sweltering platform, 
or vice versa.

Tube Jobs: A street fair 
job, e.g., selling tube socks.

Loughnut: The lone 
doughnut left on a dough-

nut cart.
Speed Lump: A person 

standing on the left side of 
the escalator unaware that 
that side is reserved for peo-
ple walking.

Mister Loudee: Any ice 
cream truck that plays mu-
sic.

Horse Shoo: Nickname 

for Mayor de Blasio initia-
tive to rid Central Park of 
carriages.

Sick Passenger:  Joking 
euphemism for lame excuse. 
E.g., “I wanted to get to your 
opening, but there was a sick 
passenger.” Or, “A sick pas-
senger ate my homework.”

Eva-lution: The gradual 
switch from traditional to 
charter schools, often aided 
by Eva Moskowitz.

Mondo Condo: Nick-
name for Long Island City.

Shadowfreud: To feel 
pleasure in knowing a friend’s 
luxury apartment will soon to 
be in the shadow of an even 
more luxurious building.

Smidgeon: A small pi-
geon.

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker and the author 
and founder of the book and 
blog Free-Range Kids. 

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights

DUMBO–Boerum Hill 
Downtown

Cops collared a man on 
July 20 after his bosses caught 
him red-handed incrementally 
stealing thousands of dollars 
from a  Schermerhorn Street 
restaurant, according to a re-
port.

The employee swiped cash 
from the dining spot between 
Hoyt and Bond streets be-
tween Nov. 8 and July 18, 
police said. During that time 
the perp repeatedly stole the 
cash in bundles up to $661.33, 
eventually totalling $7,845.70 
by the time the bossman and 
the law caught up, according 
to a report.

Naptime
Some miscreant ran off 

with a man’s bag after the 
guy fell asleep at a Fulton 
Street burger joint on July 
20, cops said.

The victim ate his meal and 
promptly caught some Zs in 

his seat at the chain restau-
rant between Boerum Place 
and Pearl Street about 11:05 
pm, but when he awoke half 
an hour later, someone had 
snagged his bag — along with 
its contents, including brace-
let, phone, and tablet, accord-
ing to a report.

Snatch and go
A pickpocket made off with 

a man’s phone and some cash 
on Smith Street on July 21, 
according to police. 

The victim was near Dean 
Street at 4:15 pm when some 
two-bit rogue ran by and 
snatched the iPhone 6 Plus 
out of his hand, along with 
the phone’s case and $120 
in cash, $220 monthly Met-
roNorth pass, and $60 Metro-
Card it held, cops said.

Not so safe
An unknown thief pilfered 

more than $1,000 from a safe 
at a Fulton Street shop on July 
21, according to police.

The owner of the store be-
tween Pearl and Smith streets 

left $1,648 in the safe at 1 pm, 
but by 4:30 pm that day the 
cash was cone, according to 
police. Only three employees 
had access to the safe, and 
12 employees were working 
at the time it went missing, 
cops said.

Bungled
Police cuffed an alleged 

burglar after his victim 
stumbled upon a bungled 
Dean Street breaking-and-
entering attempt in the wee 
hours of July 23, according 
to a report.

The victim awoke to her 
security alarm going off in 
her home between Hoyt and 
Bond streets, and once on the 
ground floor, saw the alleged 
marauder sneaking about 
downstairs, cops said.

When police arrived on the 
scene they nabbed the would-
be burglar, retrieved a Mac-
Book Pro, and arrested the 
39-year-old Sunset Park man, 
according to a report.

— Noah Hurowitz

Cops: Employee pocketed thousands from restaurant

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Flintlock-up
Police say they found a 

handgun on a guy they ar-
rested on July 26 for alleg-
edly robbing a Lorraine Street 
resident last week. 

An officer standing at the 
corner of Lorraine and Co-
lumbia streets in Red Hook 
saw the man at 3:39 am and 
realized he fit the description 
of a suspect cops were looking 
for in connection with a July 
22 robbery, police said. 

The officer arrested the 
man and found a .45-cali-
ber handgun on him, offi-
cials said. He is also being 
charged in the July 22 rob-
bery case, police said.

Sneak spooked
A scaredy-cat burglar crept 

into a Verona Street apart-
ment on July 19 — but got 
spooked before he could steal 
anything.

The sneak climbed into 
the home between Dwight 
and Richards streets in Red 
Hook through an open first-
floor window sometime be-
tween 5 am and 5:26 am, po-
lice said. 

He knocked over some 
flower pots and managed to 
unplug a television set before 
fleeing through a rear door, a 
police report states. A witness 
saw the guy climb into the 
building and may have raised 
an alarm, police said.

Caper curtailed
Cops arrested a guy on 

Smith Street — who they say 
went on a crime spree with 
three buddies on July 27. 

The collar and three other 
goons allegedly stole a gray 
Mercedes-Benz near Fort 
Greene and committed an-
other crime in Brooklyn 
Heights before high-tailing 
it down to Red Hook, where 
they parked their ride at the 

corner of Halleck and Bay 
streets, police said. 

A security guard saw the 
four and called the cops, so 
the chumps scattered, offi-
cials said. 

Police picked up one of 
the four near Garnet Street 
in Carroll Gardens at 12:33 
am, a police report states. 
Cops also found a handgun 
in the car, law enforcement 
sources said.

Purse pinched
A brazen bar fly stole a 

purse from the back of a pa-
tron’s chair at a Court Street 
pub on July 24. 

The victim left her hand-
bag hanging on her chair as 
she stepped out of the bar be-
tween Congress and Warren 
Streets in Cobble Hill to make 
a phone call at 1 am, but when 
she returned, her purse was 
gone, police said. 

The bag contained an iPad, 
a wallet and credit cards, 
makeup, and keys, a police 
report states.

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Pistol packers
Three louts who claimed 

to have a gun robbed a guy at 
Bay Ridge Avenue and Ridge 
Boulevard in Bay Ridge on 
July 20. 

The trio surrounded the 
guy at 1 am, and one of the 
goons said “I have a piece. 
Don’t play games. Run your 
pocket,” according to a po-
lice report. But the punks 
never pulled out the pistol, 
police said. The victim handed 
over a phone and wallet, of-
ficials said.

Phone filched
A lug snatched a woman’s 

cellphone at 64th Street and 
Seventh Avenue in Bay Ridge 
on July 20. 

The guy ran up behind the 
woman at 6 pm and took her 
iPhone, police said.

Bad dream
A sneaky crook picked a 

drowsy straphanger’s pock-
ets on a Bay Ridge-bound R 
train on July 26. 

The subway-riding Rip 
Van Winkle awoke at the 
86th Street station at 9 am 
and quickly realized his 
phone and wallet were gone, 

officials said.

What a tool
A screwball stole tools 

from a construction site at 
Shore Road and Bay Ridge 
Avenue in Bay Ridge on 
July 19. 

The contractor left his gear 
in a locked shed on the site, but 
someone clipped the lock and 
copped his equipment some-
time between 5 am and 2:30 
pm, police said.

Bike brake-in
A fiend forced his way into 

a Fourth Avenue garage and 
stole a bicycle on July 24. 

The break-in at the shed 
near 99th Street in Bay Ridge 
went down between midnight 
and 8 am, police said.

— Max Jaeger

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Locker loot
A scoundrel cleaned out 

a man’s locker while he was 
swimming in the McCarren 
Park Pool on July 22.

The victim told police that 
he had neglected to put a lock 
on his locker before he went 
for a dip around 4 pm. Once 
he returned, he found that 
his backpack — containing 
his wallet, his iPhone, credit 
cards, and a pair of Nike Air 
Jordans — was long gone, ac-
cording to police.  

Lost then found
A fully laden tractor-trailer 

truck was stolen from a park-
ing garage on Humboldt Street 
on July 18.  

The truck went missing at 
noon, and was found later that 
day near Vandervoort Ave-
nue and Withers Street, with 
all its cargo still intact and 
damage to its steering col-
umn, cops say.  

Employee feud
Cops say the manager of 

a Leonard Street deli stole a 
number of business licenses 
and several thousand dollars 
in cash from the deli’s owner 
on July 11.  

According to the police, the 
theft appears to be a part of a 
greater conflict between the 
deli’s owner and the manager, 
who are also engaged in an 
ongoing civil lawsuit.  

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Bushwick

Withdrawal
A thief made away with 

$30,000 in cash on July 21 
after breaking into the car of 
an automated teller machine 
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owner who had stopped to ser-
vice one of his machines on 
Meserole Street.  

The victim told police that 
he kept a briefcase containing 
$30,000 in his glove box to 
refill his cash dispensers, and 
upon returning to his car after 
working on the machine near 
Bushwick Avenue, he found 
the car broken into, and his 
glove box emptied. 

The victim also lost his li-
cense, some credit cards and 
his checkbook, cops say.   

Bad dream
A safe containing more 

than $100,000 went missing 
from a woman’s Montrose 
Avenue home while she was 
sleeping on July 17, accord-
ing to the police.  

Based on what the vic-
tim has told the police, they 
have reason to believe one of 
her neighbors in her building 
off Lorimer Street may be in-
volved in the theft.  

Wrong place
A trigger-happy marauder 

shot a man near Bushwick Av-
enue on July 23.  

The victim told police that 
he was on his way to pick his 
sister up from his grandmoth-
er’s house near Boerum Street 
around midnight when he 
heard two gunshots and 
quickly realized that he had 

been shot in the thigh.  
He was taken to Woodhull 

Hospital and treated for his 
wounds. The reason for the 
shooting remains unclear.  

Bar thief
A scoundrel robbed a Me-

serole Street bar on July 26, 
cops say.  

The forgetful burglar made 
away from the watering hole 
near Waterbury Street with 
approximately $600 in cash 
and a MacBook computer, but 
not before leaving his flash-
light at the scene. 

The owner of the bar told 
police that he is aware of the 
thief’s identity and had seen 
him in the bar recently.  

Bad reception
Two men robbed a cell-

phone store on Havemeyer 
Street at gunpoint in broad 
daylight on July 26.

The two pillagers an-
nounced their presence in the 
store off S. Fourth Street at 2 
pm by shouting “Get the f--- 
up, open the registers m-----
------ before I shoot you all,” 
cops reported. 

The pair then emptied 
the register, taking nearly 
$800 in cash and more than 
40 smartphones and tablets, 
before fleeing, according to 
the police report.  

— Harry MacCormack

By Harry MacCormack
The Brooklyn Paper

Police are looking for two brutes who they say 
attacked a 25-year-old Hispanic man with a skate-
board in Williamsburg in 
the early hours of Sunday 
morning.

The victim told the po-
lice he was cycling down 
Leonard Avenue at 4:55 
am when two guys ap-
proached him near the 
corner of Jackson Street 
and started making racist 
remarks, according to a re-
port. One of the jerks then 
clubbed the victim with a 
skateboard, knocking him 
off his bicycle, and the duo then punched and kicked 
him while he was on the ground, police said. 

Police say they are investigating the incident as a 
possible hate crime.  

Authorities have released a sketch of one of the 
two alleged attackers, who they describe as between 
25 and 35 years old.

Anyone with information can contact Crime Stop-
pers at (800) 577–8477, www.nypdcrimestoppers.
com, or text 274637 (CRIMES), then enter TIP577.

Police: Help us fi nd 
racist skateboarders
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Blood brother
It has a story that is gangbusters.
A movie shot in Brooklyn is based on the real life 

experiences of its star, a “five-star general” of the 
Bloods gang. But “Five Star” is not a gang film, says 

the man who inspired it.
“The film does not explore 

gang culture, and I want to 
correct, it is a brotherhood 
not a gang,” said James 
“Primo” Grant, who grew up 
in East Flatbush and joined 
the Bloods at age 12. “This 
film explores the choices of 
that lifestyle and shows you 
behind the stereotypes that 

we are regular people with families and live our 
lives like any other person.”

The film blends fact and fiction to tell a com-
ing-of-age tale about the relationship between 
a gang leader, based on Grant, and the teen-
age son of his dead mentor, who he takes un-
der his wing.

The film’s writer and director said that he wanted 
to avoid the movie clichés about gangs.

“I was much more focused on making a movie 
about real people, with human issues and deal with 
them in an intimate way,” said Keith Miller, who 
has lived in Park Slope for the past 15 years.

The movie was filmed in Fort Greene in 2013, 
where Grant lived at the time.

“It was great,” said Miller. “Primo really knew 
the area and every one knew him, so that was a 
big help,” said Miller. 

And though he recently moved out of Brooklyn, 
Grant said he still has love for the borough. 

“Brooklyn is for tough loving real home of 
the hustlers, the go-getters, so much talent as 
well as the bad,” said Grant. “I have become 
who I am in Brooklyn.”

“Five Star” will be available on iTunes (itunes.
apple.com). Aug. 4. $9.99 — Trupti Rami

F I L M

Grove groove
Dance like no one is listening!
A “silent disco” will take over a Downtown alley 

on July 31, with Brooklyn rapper Talib Kweli DJing 
a silent set for headphone-bearing dancers. 

The dance party will happen in Grove Place, 
a dead-end lane once 
dubbed  “the worst street 
in Brooklyn”  by Forgot-
ten New York. The Down-
town Brooklyn Partnership 
cleaned up the spot for a 
one-night “Grove Alley 
Nite Market” in 2013, said 
the group’s director, but the 
event was so well-received 
that the group kept at it.  

“It was only meant to be a one-time event 
originally, and people were like ‘This is so cool, 
you have to do it again!’ ” said Vivian Liao, di-
rector of programs for the Partnership.

The group has long sought to work with the 
evening’s headlining act, said Liao, but sched-
uling had always gotten in the way.  

“We’ve actually been working to get Talib 
Kweli for a while, and it just so happened he was 
available this time around, so it made sense, since 
we had him, to do the silent disco,” said Liao.  

In a silent disco the music skips a traditional 
sound system, instead broadcasting to each lis-
tener through wireless headphones. The Grove 
Alley event will have some old-fashioned speak-
ers in play, said organizers, but the only way to 
hear Kweli’s set is by renting a pair of $5 head-
phones. Two other DJs will also broadcast during 
the event, so participants can choose between three 
different soundtracks while they boogie.

“It’s kind of like a choose-your-own-adven-
ture,” said Liao.  

Silent Disco [Grove Place at Hanover Place 
in Downtown, www.downtownbrooklyn.com, 
(718) 403–1600]. 5–11 pm on July 31. Free 
(headphones $5). — Harry MacCormack

PA R T Y

An ‘Ayn-them’
The theater is getting a little Rand-y.
A Williamsburg theater is staging an adapta-

tion of a novella by anti-communist author Ayn 
Rand. But hold your horses, Tea Partiers! The 

“Anthem” adaptation, 
which opens August 6 at 
the Brick, is not a cele-
bration of Rand’s politics, 
says its director. 

“I don’t want people to 
think that I adapted her 
work because I’m a sup-
porter of her, because I’m 
really not,” said Ran Xia, 

a Bushwick playwright and director. She wants 
her play to show more nuance than A=A.

“I kind of want to show the problems of each 
side,” said Xia. “The more questions thrown out in 
people’s faces, the sooner we find solutions.”

Xia adapted “[ai]” from Rand’s dystopian story 
of a citizen in a hyper-collectivized society who re-
discovers the notion of individuality. Xia shrugged 
off the idea of doing a completely faithful adapta-
tion, using stylized dance movements to convey 
occasional scenes of violence and letting the play’s 
moral fall far from the ideological tree. 

“Individualism is important, and as long as 
you make decisions based on how it will affect 
others, it’s okay,” she said. “But community is 
a human need. If socialism has that as a goal, 
then I’m all for a communal identity as opposed 
to being isolated on your own.”

Xia said she became interested in dystopian 
books as a kid in Shanghai, reading Chinese trans-
lations of “1984” and “Brave New World.” The 
books were not assigned in school, she says, but she 
sought them out because she is a “huge nerd.”

“[ai]” at The Brick [579 Metropolitan Ave. 
between Lorimer Street and Union Avenue in 
Williamsburg, (718) 285–3863, bricktheater.
com.] Aug. 6–8 at 8 pm. $20. Aug. 10–11, 13–15, 
17–18, 20–22 at 8 pm. $25. — Noah Hurowitz

T H E AT E R

By Allegra Hobbs
The Brooklyn Paper

I
n this play, the present haunts 
the past.

A Brooklyn production of 
a century-old anti-lynching play 
will use sound clips from recent 
killings of unarmed black men to 
draw links between past and pres-
ent racial violence. The clips used 
in “Rachel,” opening on August 3 
in Fort Greene, will highlight the 
continued prevalence of racism in 
a society that would like to ignore 
it, said the show’s director.

“People want to think racism and 
issues of racial identity are over, or 
want to pat themselves on the back be-
cause we’ve arrived,” said Courtney 
Harge, director of the New Brook-
lyn Theatre’s production. “I’m in-
terested in revisiting old plays to 
see how some of the specifics have 
changed, but racism as a dominating 
structure has not changed.”

“Rachel,” written in 1916, is 
about a black girl wrestling with 
whether or not to have children 
after her brother and father are 
lynched. In one scene, she halluci-
nates her future children begging 
her not to bring them into a world 
where they will suffer. That scene 
will feature clips of Eric Garner, 
the Gowanus native who died after 
police choked him and held him 
down, and selections from a 911 
tape of Trayvon Martin, the black 
Florida teenager killed by a  neigh-
borhood watch volunteer.

The woman playing the show’s 
title character said she was inspired 
to take on the role by the  Black Lives 
Matter  movement, which swept so-
cial media and the streets of New 
York in response to the deaths of 
black men at the hands of police.

“I put up a Facebook post and 
marched here in New York City, but 
even that didn’t speak to the weight 
of what I felt and how I wanted to be a part 
of the healing,” said Santoya Fields, who 
lives in Prospect Lefferts Garden. “That’s 
where my job as an actor comes in.”

Fields said that she identifies with Ra-
chel’s struggle. 

“I ask myself constantly if I want to 
bring children into this state of affairs,” 
she said. “I honestly have to ask myself: 
Do I want to bring a child into this world, 

in the state that it’s in?” 
“Rachel” is half of the theater compa-

ny’s season highlighting work by female 
African-American playwrights. The other 
play, Lynn Nottage’s “Las Meninas,” open-
ing August 5, is about Louis XIV’s wife 
and her rumored affair with an black Af-
rican dwarf servant — a union that led to 
an ostracized child who was shipped off 
to a convent. The theater’s artistic director 

said both plays speak to the fear of bring-
ing new life into a hostile world.

“It’s about the fear and challenges that 
come with bringing a black child into a 
world that is dominated by a white power 
structure,” said Jonathan Solari.

Fields hopes the productions will help spark 
dialogue and inspire people to take action.

“A lot of times you can go to the the-
atre and just forget things,” she said. “But 

theatre and art is also a way for us to start 
a conversation and to challenge views we 
may have had for a long time.”

“Rachel” and “Las Meninas” at the 
Irondale Center in Fort Greene [85 South 
Oxford St. between Lafayette and Green 
Avenues, (718) 488–9233, www.new-
brooklyntheatre.com]. “Rachel” runs Au-
gust 3–29. “Las Meninas” runs August 
5–29. Free.

By Eric Faynberg
The Brooklyn Paper

 G
oing to the country, gonna eat 
a lot of peaches?  For that you 
need recipes!

A slim new cookbook focuses solely 
on recipes for peaches, using the fruit 
in entrees, appetizers, breakfast dishes, 
and cocktails, and fruit fans can sam-
ple the results at a release party in Wil-
liamsburg on Aug. 6. This book is def-
initely in season, said its author.

“The first thing I think of when I 
think about summer is peaches,” said 
Beth Lipton, the food editor for Health.
com. “I remember going to farmer’s 
market as a kid with my family, af-
ter the beach. If I behaved myself, 
I got to have a peach. Peaches are 
like the reward for getting to an-
other summer every year.”

The 48-page “Peaches” is the lat-
est in a series of small-format, single-
subject cookbooks from Brooklyn pub-
lisher Short Stack. The focused format 
gave Lipton, who lives in Boerum Hill, 
an opportunity to unpack new ways of 
using the fruit, such as turning a clas-
sic peach cobbler into a breakfast meal. 
Concocting the recipes also led Lipton to 
discover foods that go well with peaches, 
including honey, with its floral fra-

grance, and tomatoes, which 
have a similar fleshy juiciness.

“Peaches play well with others,” 
Lipton said. “Everyone knows they 
go with cream, but they go well with 
spice, too. There is a little acidity, but 
not too much.”

Lipton’s book demonstrates that 
the stone fruit can enhance dishes 

with a variety of flavor profiles. In 
fact, if she had her little way, we’d 
have peaches every day. 

One of her recipes, Green Goddess 
Chicken Salad, pairs peach and fennel 
with an herby dressing featuring pars-
ley, tarragon, and chives. A mixed drink 
combines peach juice with cucumber 
juice, jalapeno, and Mezcal. Lipton says 
it is sweet, spicy, and refreshing.

The store hosting the release party, 
By Brooklyn, only sells items produced 
in the borough. The tasting is part of 
a series of Thursday evening “Happy 
Hour” events at the store’s Williamsburg 
location, at which local food makers 
provide samples of their products and 
a related cocktail. The store’s owner 
encourages people to come try some of 
the 21 recipes in Lipton’s book. 

“It’s a great opportunity for custom-
ers to try stuff from the cookbook and 
experience the new store and a prod-
uct made here in Brooklyn,” said Gaia 
DiLoreto. “We hope people from the 
community make it out. We’d like to 
get to know our neighbors.”

“Peaches” release party at By 
Brooklyn [142 Grand Street, between 
Bedford Avenue and Berry Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 935–9041, www.
shop.bybrooklyn.com] Aug. 6 from 5 
pm to 8 pm. Free.

Sound of violence
Anti-lynching play uses audio footage of Eric Garner

Teaches of peaches
Food writer focuses on the summer fruit
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Standing together: The cast of “Rachel,” an anti-lynching play written in 1916, hope that the New Brooklyn Theatre production will 
spark dialogue about racially-motivated violence happening today.
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Do you dare to eat a peach?: Beth Lipton gets a feel for the sub-
ject of her new cookbook “Peaches.”
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
July 31

Animation 
celebration  
The Animation Block 
Party focuses on local 
artists this afternoon, 
screening “John 
Adams” (pictured) 
from Brooklyn anima-
tor Tim Gideon along 
with a dozen other 
short narrative films. 
More cartoons are on 
tap all weekend, with 
a screening of anime 
classic “Ghost in the 
Shell” at 9:30 pm, and 
kids’ shows on Satur-
day and Sunday.

2 pm at the Brooklyn 
Academy of Music Peter Jay 
Sharp Building [30 Lafayette 
Ave. between Ashland 
Place and St. Felix Street in 
Fort Greene, www.bam.org/
animationblockparty]. $10.

SATURDAY
August 1

Right on 
Target
Stroll past the 18-foot-
high wooden “Along 
the Way” sculpture in 
the lobby of the 
Brooklyn Museum 
(pictured), on your 
way to a Target First 
Saturday night of free 
Caribbean entertain-
ment, featuring short 
films and documenta-
ries, readings, and the 
Braata Folk Singers.

5–11 pm at the Brooklyn 
Museum [1200 Eastern 
Pkwy. between 
Washington and Flatbush 
avenues in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000, 
www.brooklynmuseum.
org]. Free. 

SUNDAY
August 2

Dog day 
of summer
Parade your pooch at 
MCU Park! This after-
noon, the hot dogs 
will be in the bleach-
ers, where the “Bow-
Wow Zone” wel-
comes fans’ furry 
friends! But don’t let 
your puppy root for 
the Cyclones’ canine 
competitors — today 
the Boys for Brooklyn 
battle the Batavia 
Muckdogs.  

1 pm at MCU Park [1904 
Surf Ave. at W. 17th St. in 
Coney Island, (718) 449–
8497]. www.brooklyncy-
clones.com. $14–$17.

MONDAY
August 3

Demons 
& dragons
Fantasy fans, do not 
miss this outdoor talk 
between Brooklyn 
author Peter V. Brett, 
writer of the “Demon 
Cycle” (the latest is 
“The Skull Throne”) 
and Naomi Novik, 
author of the beloved 
“Temeraire” novels of 
dragons fighting in the 
Napoleonic wars. 

7 pm at the Granite Pros-
pect in Brooklyn Bridge 
Park (Furman Street at 
Old Fulton Street in 
Dumbo) www.brooklyn-
bridgepark.org. Free.

WEDNESDAY
August 4

Silent Bob 
speaks up
If you want an in-depth 
discussion of superhero 
genitalia, “Mallrats” 
has been your go-to 
movie for the last 20 
years. And tonight you 
can ask the film’s direc-
tor all your burning 
questions about the 
Human Torch’s junk, 
because Kevin Smith 
will host a Q&A before 
the sunset screening, 
sponsored by Nitehawk 
Cinema and Buzzfeed.

Doors open at 5 pm at 50 
Kent (50 Kent Ave. 
between N. 11th and N. 
12th streets in 
Williamsburg, www.nite-
hawkcinema.com). Free.
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FRI, JULY 31
ART, “OFF THE GRID”: Each of these 

four artists incorporate geometric 
elements in their work, hinting at 
the grid but veering off in impre-
cise and idiosyncratic directions. 
The work of John Phillip Abbott, 
Beth Campbell, Kathryn Refi , and 
Ken Weathersby. Free. 11 am–6 
pm. Pierogi Gallery [177 N. Ninth 
St. between Bedford and Driggs 
avenues in Williamsburg, (718) 
599–2144], www.pierogi2000.com. 

DANCE, “ARENA”: Choreographer 
Walter Dundervill dresses his per-
formers in elaborate costumes, 
blocks them in with plexiglass, 
and ties them together with rib-
bon while they engage in impro-
vised, collaborative movement 
rituals. The audience is welcome 
to enter or leave at any time. $15. 
6–9 pm. Jack (505 Waverly Ave. 
between Fulton Street and Atlan-
tic Avenue in Clinton Hill), www.
jackny.org. 

KARAOKE ON THE BEACH: Sing 
karaoke in front of the Wonder 
Wheel! Free. 7–11 pm. Deno’s 
Wonder Wheel [3059 Denos Vour-
deris Pl. between W. 10th and W. 
12th streets in Coney Island, (718) 
372–2592], www.wonderwheel.
com. 

“HOT BUNS”: BBQ on with Babeland 
and Bark Hot Dogs. Get sex tips 
hot off the grill while enjoying 
artisanal hot dogs sourced from 
NY farms. Free. 7 pm. Babeland 
[462 Bergen St. between Fifth and 
Sixth avenues in Park Slope, (718) 
638–3820], www.babeland.com. 

THEATER, VINNY DEPONTO: Join-
magician and mind-reader Vinny 
De Ponto for an evening of delight 
and mystery. $10. 7 pm. Union Hall 
[702 Union St. at Fifth Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 638–4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

ART, OUT OF PLACE OPENING 
RECEPTION: A group exhibition 
co-curated by Fanny Allié and Etty 
Yaniv. Free. 7 pm. [172 N. First St. 
in Williamsburg, (646) 717–4252], 
www.fannyallie.com. 

THEATER, “GEORGIA”: This two-act 
play examines the topic of rape in 
relationships, breaking down the 
taboo topic with humor and honest 
openness. $30. 7 pm. The Actors 

Fund Arts Center [160 Schemerhorn 
St. between Smith and Hoyt streets, 
(646) 262–6026], www.georgiathe-
play.com. 

THEATER, “A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S 
DREAM”: Gallery Players presents 
Shakespeare’s play about fairy king 
Oberon’s feud with his queen Tita-
nia. 18. 7:30 pm. Gallery Players [199 
14th St. between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, (212) 352–
3101], www.galleryplayers.com. 

MUSIC, FINE ANIMAL, OF CLOCKS 
AND CLOUDS, TIIIDAL: $10 ($8 in 
advance). 8 pm. Cameo Gallery [93 
N. Sixth St. between Wythe Avenue 
and Berry Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 302–1180], www.cameony.net. 

MUSIC, R. RING, STEVE SHIFFMAN 
AND THE LAND OF NO: $15 ($12 
in advance). 9 pm. Bell House [149 
Seventh St. at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus, (718) 643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

SAT, AUG. 1
SPORTS, KAYAKING: Glide along 

the Brooklyn waterfront during our 
free public kayaking. All levels wel-
come, no experience is necessary. 
Free. 10 am–3 pm. Brooklyn Bridge 
Park’s Granite Prospect [Old Fulton 
Street at Furman Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 222–9939], www.brooklyn-
bridgepark.org. 

MUSIC, DARK DISCO ON THE ROOF 
— STAR SLINGER: Star Slinger DJs 
this outdoor dance party. $15-$20. 
3 pm. Output [74 Wythe Ave. at N. 
12th Street in Williamsburg, (917) 
333–1000], www.outputclub.com. 

MUSIC, REGGAE JAZZ FEST: Starring 
Beres Hammond and Monty Alexan-
der. $90. 9 pm. Kings Theatre (1027 
Flatbush Ave. between Beverly Road 
and Tilden Avenue in Flatbush), 
www.kingstheatre.com. 

MUSIC, HIP HOP KARAOKE: $10 ($7 

See 9 DAYS on page 8

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

SAT, AUG 1
SPORTS, DANNY GARCIA VS 

PAULIE MALIGNAGGI: Boxing 
superstar Danny “Swift” Garcia 
takes on Brooklyn’s own Paulie 
“The Magic Man” Malignaggi. 
$50–$295. 9 pm. 

TUE, AUG 11
MUSIC, YES AND TOTO: $45–$95. 

7:30 pm.

WED, AUG 12
MUSIC, MOTLEY CRUE: $39.50–

$149.50. 7 pm.

SUN, AUG 23
SPORTS, WWE SUMMERSLAM: 

$30.50–$530.50. 7:30 pm.

MON, AUG 24
SPORTS, WWE MONDAY NIGHT 

RAW: $25.50–$130.50. 7:30 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

MADONNA

Yes, he can: Steve Howe and the other members of legend-
ary prog-rock band Yes ease their lonely hearts by playing 
with Toto at Barclays Center on August 11.
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Complete Banking gives you even more freedom and 
time to do the things you love. Plus, get up to $200  
when you open a new Complete Checking Plus account.*

Complete
Checking 

Plus.

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

   mobile  
  check      
 deposit

 earn  
   interest

 ATM fee 
  rebates
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For more information, visit your local 
Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889  
or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

Complete access. Complete control. Complete Banking.

By Max Jaeger
The Brooklyn Paper

T
his costumed chameleon 
is breathing new life into 
some threadbare tunes.

Gender-shedding artis-
tic polymath Taylor Mac will 
re-imagine some of Amer-
ica’s most famous pop songs 
through a queer lens during 
a Celebrate Brooklyn per-
formance in Prospect Park 
on Aug. 1. The cross-dress-
ing cultural icon will per-
form “The 20th Century 
Abridged” — selections from 
Mac’s 24-hour performance 
piece called “A 24-Decade 
History of Popular Music” 
that takes on U.S. pop songs 
throughout the country’s 
240-year history. Mac plays 
some of America’s songbook 
straight, but also appropri-
ates and retools oppressive 
or outdated tunes.

“It’s a ritual sacrifice of 
things we hold dear from the 
20th Century that aren’t serv-
ing us anymore,” Mac said.

The performer sings, 
dances, writes performance 
pieces, and plays the ukulele, 
but don’t call Mac a “Renais-
sance man” — the artist es-
chews gender and identifies 
by the pronoun “judy.”

“I’ve always felt like I 
was a little bit not-quite-
male, not-quite-female, and 
not transgender,” Mac said. 
“The main reason I chose 
‘judy’ is because I wanted a 
gender pronoun that, if peo-
ple made fun of it, it kinda 
feels emasculating — be-
cause you can’t say ‘judy’ 
and roll your eyes without 
being campy.”

During longer perfor-
mances of the 24-Decade 
project, Mac changes get-
ups for each decade, but the 
abridged, hour-long show 
precludes that, so judy’s dud 
designer is making a single 
special (and secret) costume 
for the Prospect Park perfor-
mance, judy said.

“I don’t even know what 
it looks like,” said Mac, 
whose grotesque costumes 

often flow, project, or dangle 
from the artist. “I’ll proba-
bly see it the day before and 
spend the day figuring out 
how to walk in it.”

Twenty-four burlesque 
dancers will back Mac up, 
stripping to the 1962 song 
“The Stripper.” And percus-
sion corps Brooklyn United 
Marching Band will march 
to the beat of Mac’s drum 
during performances of new 
wave hit “Love Will Tear Us 
Apart” and a special, unan-
nounced song, judy said.

It’s Mac’s first time play-
ing with a marching band, 
and judy is amped, judy 
said.

“They’re real pros,” Mac 
said. “They perform with ev-
erybody, so it’s my honor to 
get to work them.”

Bard of Brooklyn Walt 
Whitman figures into Mac’s 
24-hour saga, but judy is only 
performing songs material 
from the 20th century on Sat-
urday — precluding the 19th-
Century father of American 
verse. Still, the poetic patron 
may make an appearance at 
the show, Mac said.

“I was thinking of throw-
ing in some Walt Whitman 
references, but I haven’t de-
cided,” judy said.

Mac is known for inviting 
audience members on stage, 
and judy said there will be 
a definite audience-partic-
ipation element to Friday’s 
show — just don’t be sur-
prised if it makes you a lit-
tle anxious.

“Like I said — it’s a rit-
ual sacrifice that we’re creat-
ing,” Mac said. “So we have 
to make the audience a lit-
tle nervous and then make 
them overcome that discom-
fort and find our way to some 
kind of celebration of a new 
take on history.”

“Taylor Mac: The 20th 
Century Abridged” at the 
Prospect Park Bandshell 
(enter at Prospect Park West 
and Ninth Street, www.bri-
cartsmedia.org) Aug. 1 at 
7:30 pm. Free.

Dressing down history
Taylor Mac re-imagines the music of the 20th century

Return of the Mac: Performance artist Taylor Mac — who lived in Brooklyn for a 
decade before defecting to the distant island of Manhattan in the mid-aughts — 
will return for a show in Prospect Park on Aug. 1.
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Open or close an account, pay your bill, transfer service

to a new location, or even submit your meter reading 

by creating a Con Edison My Account profi le. To learn 

more, visit conEd.com/MyAccount.

in advance). 9 pm. Brooklyn 
Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. be-
tween N. 11th and N. 12th 
streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 963–3369], www.
brooklynbowl.com. 

MUSIC, DJ CAESAR: $5. 
11:59 pm. Brooklyn Bowl 
[61 Wythe Ave. between 
N. 11th and N. 12th streets 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
963–3369], www.brooklyn-
bowl.com. 

HERBAL ALCOHOL TOUR — 
ABSINTHE: Learn the his-
tory of this maligned spirit 
and its recent comeback. 
See, smell, and touch the 
plants that create the con-
coction, and taste absinthe 
from a local distiller. $13. 
11 am and 1:15 pm. Brook-
lyn Botanic Garden [1000 
Washington Ave., at Eastern 
Parkway in Crown Heights, 
(718) 623–7220], www.bbg.
org. 

ART, “SUMMERSCAPES,” 
“BLACK & WHITE” OPEN-
ING RECEPTION: A 
showcase of the Brooklyn 
Waterfront Coalition’s two 
summer shows. “Summer-
scapes” comes from the 
imaginations of 200 local 
artists, from dreamscapes 
to cityscapes, and “Black & 
White” shows 81 pieces in 
all media in more than 50 
shades of grey. Free. 1–6 
pm. Brooklyn Waterfront 
Artists Coalition [499 Van 
Brunt St., near Reed Street 
in Red Hook, (718) 596–
2506], www.bwac.org. 

POTTERCON: Join your fellow 
Harry Potter fans for Potter-
Con. With trivia, a costume 
contest, a live sorting cer-
emony, specialty cocktails, 
and Hogwarts swag galore. 
$8 ($5 in advance). 2 pm. 
Bell House [149 Seventh St. 
at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus, (718) 643–6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

HISTORIC GAMES: Come 
relax in the shade and learn 
how to play Nine Man Mor-
ris, then make your own 
board to take home. $3. 
2 pm top 5 pm. Lefferts 
Historic Homestead [452 
Flatbush Ave. between Em-
pire Boulevard and Eastern 
Parkway in Park Slope, (718) 
789–2822], www.prospect-
park.org. 

HINDU LAMP CEREMONY: 
Help Aeilushi Mistry bring 
peace and harmony to our 
shoreline as she performs 
the traditional Hindu Aarti 
ceremony at the park. Free. 
4–8 pm. Brooklyn Bridge 
Park’s Granite Prospect 
[Old Fulton Street at Fur-
man Street in Dumbo, (718) 
222–9939], www.brooklyn-
bridgepark.org. 

BARGEMUSIC: Walk across 
the planks for a family 
friendly concert. Free. 4 
pm. Bargemusic [Fulton 
Ferry Landing, Old Fulton 
Street and Furman Street in 

DUMBO, (718) 624–2083], 
www.bargemusic.org. 

VHS 3-D MOVIE FESTIVAL: 
Denny Daniel’s Museum of 
Interesting Things presents 
the cheesiest 3-D movies 
every recorded to VHS. 
$10. 8:30 pm. Coney Island 
Museum [1208 Surf Ave. 
between W. 12th Street and 
Stillwell Avenue in Coney Is-
land, (718) 372–5159], www.
coneyisland.com.  

SUN, AUG. 2
WATERFRONT WALKS: A 

Guided Tour of Brooklyn 
Bridge Park: Join this free 
tour to learn about the his-
tory of the Brooklyn water-
front, the park’s sustainable 
design, and how the park 
came to life. Free. 11 am. 
Brooklyn Bridge Park - Pier 
1 Entrance, www.brook-
lynbridgepark.org/events/
waterfront-walks. 

TALK, BROOKLYN LITER-
ARY PUB CRAWL: Tour 
several Brooklyn Heights 
pubs closely connected to 
some of the literary greats. 
$15–$20. 1 pm. Henry 
Street Ale House [62 Henry 
St. between Cranberry and 
Orange streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (212) 613–5796], 
www.literarypubcrawl.com. 

TALK, “THIS IS BROOKLYN!”: 
Learn the history of Brook-
lyn through the lens of the 
Brooklyn Historical Society 
building in this hour-long 
tour. Longtime Brooklyn 
residents and fi rst-time visi-
tors alike will learn details 
about the building and bor-
ough. Free. 1 pm. Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 Pier-
repont St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222–4111], www.brooklyn-
history.org. 

ART, HELLO BLU3BIRD 
OPENING RECEPTION: 
The multimedia experi-
ence from Mariama Rafetna 
launches today, with art and 
nature photography, live 
music from Sonnymoon, 
Suzi Analog, and others, 
and West African dance 
and drum presentations by 
Drumsong Society. $15. 2 
pm. Silent Barn (603 Bush-
wick Ave. between Jeffer-
son and Melrose streets in 
Bushwick), silentbarn.org. 

MON, AUG. 3
ART, “QUALIA SKYHOLE”: 

LEIMAY returns using string 
installations that use tension 
and suspension in order to 
create a sense of expan-
sion and collapse of space 
to present outdoor space 
as places of contemplation, 
rebirth, and regeneration. 
Free. Gil Hodges Memorial 
Garden (534 Carroll St. at 
Denton Place in Gowanus), 
www.bam.org. 

GOLF: The City Parks Founda-
tion is again hosting golf 
lessons as part of its Sum-
mer Sports program for the 
s city’s school children. Reg-
istration on line required. 
For children 9 to 16 years 

old. Free. 9:30 am. Herbert 
Von King Park (Marcy Ave. 
and Greene Avenue in Bed-
ford Stuyvesant), www.cit-
yparksfoundation.org. 

TALK, “THE SPIRIT OF THE 
BEEHIVE”: This 1973 fi lm by 
Spanish director Victor Erice 
draws us into the mischie-
vous and dangerous world 
of a child’s imagination. 
Free. 6:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 Pier-
repont St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222–4111], www.brooklyn-
history.org. 

FILM, CONEY ISLAND FLICKS 
ON THE BEACH — “BIG 
HERO 6”: Grab a blanket 
and a popcorn and enjoy 
this animated fl ick about a 
hero robot. Free. 7:30 pm. 
[1001 Boardwalk West at W. 
10th Street in Coney Island, 
(718) 594–7895], www.co-
neyislandfunguide.com. 

THE MOTH STORYSLAM: The 
Moth StorySLAMs are story 
telling competitions where 
the stage is open to any and 
all with a story to tell. $8. 8 
pm. Bell House [149 Seventh 
St. at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus, (718) 643–6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

TUES, AUG. 4
TALK, HIDDEN BROOK-

LYN — STONE CARVING: 
Take a tour, see a masonry 
demonstration, and hear 
about the next generation 
of stone carving with stone 
carver Chris Pellettieri. $15. 
6:30 pm. Brooklyn Historical 
Society [128 Pierrepont St. 
at Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

TALK, JULIANA BARBASSA: 
In the tradition of “Detroit: 
An American Autopsy” and 
“Maximum City” comes a 

deeply reported and beau-
tifully written biography of 
the city of Rio de Janeiro. 
Free. 7 pm. The BookMark 
Shoppe [8415 Third Ave. 
between 84th and 85th 
streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 
833–5115], www.bookmark-
shoppe.com. 

READING, N.K. JEMISIN: 
The fantasy author reads 
from “The Fifth Season,” 
the fi rst book in her new 
trilogy. Free. 7 pm. Word 
Bookstore [126 Franklin St. 
between Milton and Noble 
streets in Greenpoint, (718) 
383–0096], www.word-
brooklyn.com. 

PERFORMANCE RESOURCE 
NIGHT: Discuss space and 
studio rental, professional 
development, web design, 
business coaching, creative 
direction, and administra-
tive resources with creative 
professionals from various 
arts organizations. Free. 7 
pm. Kickstarter (58 Kent St. 
between West and Frank-
lin streets in Greenpoint), 
www.kickstarter.com. 

NIGHTLIFE, Q TRAIN: Ditmas 
Park’s “only queer party.” 
Bingo and DJ set by DJ 
Gogo Gadget. Hosted by 
Ariel Speedwagon. Free. 
8 pm. Sycamore [1118 
Cortelyou Rd. between 
Stratford and Westminster 
roads in Ditmas Park, (347) 
240–5850], www.sycamore-
brooklyn.com. 

4TH ANNUAL KATE 
BUSH(WICK) BURLESQUE: 
Poison Eve, Darlinda Just 
Darlinda and Severely 
Mame present an evening 
of burlesque inspired by 
musician Kate Bush. $7. 
9 pm. Bizarre Bushwick 
[12 Jefferson St. between 
Bushwick and Myrtle av-
enues in Bushwick, N/A], 
https://www.facebook.com/
events/1466770596955693. 

WED, AUG. 5
ART, “QUALIA SKYHOLE”: 

See Monday, Aug. 3. 
ART, EXHIBITS AT BRIC: 

10 am–8 pm. See Friday, 
July 31. 

CHILDREN’S CONCERTS: Get 
on board and hop to it with 
Hopalong Andrew. Free. 10 
am. Fort Greene Park Visitor 
Center [Enter park at Myrtle 
Avenue and Washington 
Park in Fort Greene, (718) 
722–3218]. 

HISTORIC TROLLEY TOUR 
OF GREEN-WOOD CEM-
ETERY: Tour takes about 
two hours. Reservations 
are recommended. $15. 
1 pm. Green-Wood Cem-
etery [Fifth Avenue and 
25th Street in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 210–3080], 
www.green-wood.com. 

MUSIC, JESSICA CARVO: Part 
of the “Garden Groove” 
series, presented by BAM. 
Free. 5 pm. Gil Hodges Me-
morial Garden (534 Carroll 
St. at Denton Place in Gow-
anus), www.bam.org. 

FILM, SUMMERSCREEN 
PRESENTS “JURASSIC 
PARK”: Outdoor fi lm in 
McCarren Park, with food 
vendors and live music. 
Movie starts at sundown. 
Free. 6 pm. McCarren Park 
(Bedford Avenue at N. 12th 
Street in Williamsburg), 
www.summerscreen.org. 

MUSIC, AKIE BERMISS 
TRIO: Part of the “Garden 
Groove” series, presented 
by BAM. Free. 6:30 pm. Gil 
Hodges Memorial Garden 
(534 Carroll St. at Denton 
Place in Gowanus), www.
bam.org. 

READING, RACHEL HILLS: In 
“The Sex Myth,” Rachel Hills 
blends sociology, popular 
culture, and powerful per-
sonal stories to present a 

new perspective on our 
collective sex lives. Free. 7 
pm. Word Bookstore [126 
Franklin St. between Milton 
and Noble streets in Green-
point, (718) 383–0096], 
www.wordbrooklyn.com. 

FILM, “THE HUNGER GAMES 
— MOCKINGJAY, PART 1”: 
Movies under the stars in 
Prospect Park. Entertain-
ment starts at 7 pm, movie 
starts at sundown. For 
tweens and teens. Free. 7 
pm. Prospect Park, north 
end of Long Meadow (Enter 
at Grand Army Plaza and 
Prospect Park West in Pros-
pect Heights). 

THEATER, “THE 25TH AN-
NUAL PUTNAM COUNTY 
SPELLING BEE”: Brooklyn 
Theatre Club presents a 
staged reading of the musi-
cal comedy about kids com-
peting in a spelling cham-
pionship. Members of the 
audience are invited to join 
the cast for some roles. $18 
($15 in advance). 8:30 PM. 
Muchmore’s [2 Havemeyer 
St. at N. 9th Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (212) 707–2035], 
www.muchmoresnyc.com. 

THURS, AUG. 6
TRANSIT TOTS: Educator 

Polly Desjarlais entertains 
children with games, stories 
and fun. For children 2 to 5 
with an adult. Free with gen-
eral admission. 10:15 am. 
New York Transit Museum 
[Boerum Place at Schermer-
horn Street in Downtown, 
(718) 694–1600], www.mta.
info/mta/museum. 

MUSIC, JON CLEARY AND 
THE ABSOLUTE MONSTER 
GENTLEMEN: Part of the 
21st annual BAM R&B Music 
festival, which features a 
roster of both well-known 
and emerging musicians of 

R&B and world music. Free. 
Noon. MetroTech Com-
mons [1 MetroTech Road-
way at Lawrence Street in 
Downtown, (718) 875–1780]. 

FREE HOURS: Children enjoy 
the museum free of charge 
on Thursdays in the sum-
mer! Free. 2 pm to 6 pm. 
Brooklyn Children’s Mu-
seum [145 Brooklyn Ave. at 
St. Marks Avenue in Crown 
Heights, (718) 735–4400], 
www.brooklynkids.org. 

FILM, “FRIDAY”: Syfy Movies 
with a View presents music 
at 6 pm, with movies start-
ing at sundown. Free. 6 
pm. Brooklyn Bridge Park, 
Harbor View Lawn (Furman 
Street at Old Fulton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights), www.
brooklynbridgepark.org. 

ART, LIMIT-WORK OPENING 
RECEPTION: An exhibit 
from Steph Gonzalez-
Turner, featuring hand-sewn 
acid-dyed silk paintings. 
Free. 6–8 pm. Department 
of Signs and Symbols [54 
Hudson Ave in Vinegar Hill, 
(347) 681–0280], deptof-
signsandsymbols.org. 

DANCE, “PREY”: Red Hook’s 
Cora Dance explores the 
themes of good intentions 
and burden in this episodic 
dance experience. Free. 
6:30 pm. Gil Hodges Me-
morial Garden (534 Carroll 
St. at Denton Place in Gow-
anus), www.bam.org. 

READING, LAUREN WILLIG 
WITH BEATRIZ WILLIAMS 
AND SARAH MACLEAN: 
Lauren Willig celebrates 
“The Lure of the Moon-
fl ower,” the latest novel in 
the Pink Carnation series, 
in conversation with Beatriz 
Williams (“Tiny Little Thing”) 
and Sarah MacLean (“The 
Rogue Not Taken”). Free. 7 
pm. Word Bookstore [126 
Franklin St. between Milton 
and Noble streets in Green-
point, (718) 383–0096], 
www.wordbrooklyn.com. 

FILM, “BIKES VS. CARS”: 
Summer at Metrotech pres-
ents a screening of the fi lm 
“Bikes vs Cars” as part of its 
Rooftop Films series. Free. 
8:30 pm. Rooftop Films [232 
Third St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 417–7362], 
www.rooftopfi lms.com. 

MUSIC, DEERHOOF, BLAS-
TEROID, REALLY BIG 
PINECONE: $18. 9 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

MUSIC, DJ SECONDCITY: 
$15-$20. 10 pm. Good 
Room (98 Meserole Ave., 
between Manhattan Av-
enue and Lorimer Street in 
Greenpoint). 

FRI, AUG. 7
MUSIC, BIG LAZY: The in-

strumental band starts 
its monthly residency at 
Barbes. $10. 10 pm. (376 
Ninth St. at Sixth Avenue in 
Park Slope). www.barbes-
brooklyn.com.

MUSIC, CORPORAL, .357 
LOVER, MEISKO & SOFT 

GANG: $15 ($12 in ad-
vance). 8 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

MUSIC, DELMARK GOLD-
FARB: The Israeli-American 
bluesman stops at Freddy’s 
Bar on his US tour. Free. 
9:00 pm. Freddy’s Bar [627 
Fifth Ave. between 17th and 
18th streets in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 768–0131], 
www.freddysbar.com. 

BURLESQUE ON THE BEACH 
— LIVING DOLLS: Jo 
Boobs Weldon hosts a show 
on her birthday, with doll-
themed performances from 
Dirty Martini, The World 
Famous Bob, Bunny Buxom, 
and many more. $15. 10 pm. 
Sideshows by the Seashore 
[1208 Surf Ave. between W. 
12th Street and Stillwell Av-
enue in Coney Island, (718) 
372–5159], www.coneyis-
land.com. 

SAT, AUG. 8
MUSIC, RINALDI FLYING 

CIRCUS: The Rinaldi Flying 
Circus is an indie blues rock 
band based out of Greens-
boro, North Carolina. $8. 8 
pm. Union Hall [702 Union 
St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

READING, “RAD AMERICAN 
WOMEN”: Author Kate 
Schatz and illustrator Miriam 
Klein Stahl present their 
new children’s book about 
awesome ladies, in which A 
is for Angela Davis. Free. 11 
am. Greenlight Bookstore 
[686 Fulton St. between S. 
Elliott Place and S. Portland 
Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(718) 246–0200], greenlight-
bookstore.com. 

ABOLISH NUCLEAR WEAP-
ONS MARCH AND VIGIL: 
Peace Action Bay Ridge 
Interfaith will march down 
Fourth Avenue from 96th 
Street to Shore Road, and 
then hold a silent vigil from 
2 pm to 3 pm. Free. 1:30 
pm. Fourth Avenue be-
tween 96th and 97th streets 
[9511 4th Ave. in Bay Ridge, 
(646) 824–5506], www.
panys.org/BR. 

“TALES OF BRIER RABBIT”: 
Presented by the City Park’s 
Foundation and the Puppet 
Mobile. Follow the tales of 
the feisty Brier Rabbit who 
is always getting into trou-
ble. Part of SummerStage 
Kids. Free. 5 pm to 6 pm. 
South Oxford Park (South 
Oxford St. and Cumberland 
Street in Clinton Hill), www.
nycgovparks.org. 

PERSEID METEOR SHOWER: 
Urban Park Rangers guide 
you to the solar system, dis-
cussing the science, history, 
and folklore of the universe. 
This is one of the brighter 
meteor showers of the year, 
occurs every August, peak-
ing around August 9-13. 
Free. 9 pm to 11 pm. Salt 
Marsh Nature Center [3302 
Avenue U in Marine Park, 
(718) 421–2021]. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 6

Big bang: Instrumental trio Big Lazy plays music that sounds like the soundtrack to a Southern noir film. The 
band will play on the first Friday of every month at Barbes, starting on August 7.
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BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT SERVICES

Free bereavement support services for adults who have had a loss
(Loved one is not required to have had hospice care)

Contact our Bereavement Department at 347.226.4823

DQ GRILL & CHILL
27 Graham Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11206

Now Open!

SALE!!!
Mosaic  •  Porcelain  •  Natural Stone & More!

LIQUIDATIONTILE

64 12th St
Brooklyn, NY

(347) 756-4215 

999 Brush Ave
Bronx, NY

(347) 773-2075 

24 Kinkel St
Westbury, NY

(516) 874-2033 

65%NOW

LIMITED TIME!
While supplies last!

 

Only in YOUR LOCAL STORE:

M ichael Conforto 
—  last year’s best 
Cyclone  and  this 

year’s most exciting Met  — 
wasn’t the only former Mini-
Met to make headlines this 
week. And readers of this 
column know that we’re al-
ways searching for new and 
exciting ways to cover the Cy-
clone Universe. So, without 
further ado, here’s an update 
on some Clones from yester-
year who made a splash in the 
bigs this week:

• One of the most heralded 
Cyclones of our generation, 
Scott Kazmir, was traded to 
the Houston Astros from the 
Oakland A’s as Houston looks 
to make an unexpected run 
at the postseason. The south-
paw that got away from the 
Mets —  he was unceremo-
niously dumped in favor of 
unheralded pitcher Victor 
Zambrano in one of the worst 
trades in history . 

•  Cyclone great Lu-
cas Duda  homered twice 
for the Mets in Saturday’s  
game against the Dodgers 
and then again on Tuesday. 
Duda, who had been strug-

Ex-Clones have a big week

gling offensively this season 
(and we use offensively as an 
adverb and adjective) looks 
like he’s finally turning his 
season around, delivering on 
the promise he showed last 
season.

•  Kirk Nieuwenhuis  has 
hit .375 since re-joining the 
Mets after a cameo with the 
Angels. This included a game 
where he became the first Met 
to hit three home runs in a 
single home game. Like Con-
forto, Nieuwenhuis had four 
hits in Saturday’s romp over 
the Dodgers.

•  Cyclone marksman Dil-
lon Gee  has pitched well in 
Triple-A Las Vegas since ac-

cepting an assignment there, 
going 3–0 in his last four 
starts. Gee has struck out 21 
and walked six in the hitter-
friendly ballpark. 

Unfortunately, all of this 
exciting news off the field 
has shifted the focus of this 
column away from our be-
loved Boys of Summer, who 
had a rough week during a 
road trip down South. Why 
on Earth the New York-Penn 
League has teams below the 
Mason-Dixon Line is beyond 
our comprehension, but that 
doesn’t mean we don’t have to 
travel to places like  Bear City  
where our boys get cooked 
into a  rabbit fricassee . 

Our boys lost all three 
games in West Virginia and 
dropped two of three in Ma-
honing Valley.

The one win came in a 2–1 
game with the Cyclones be-
ing held to two hits. Fortu-
nately for Tom Gamboa’s 
squad, the Cyclones came 
into Tuesday’s series with 
Hudson Valley tied for first 
place in the division.

Gamboa was ejected from 
Thursday night’s game in 
West Virginia after umpire 
David Martinez called an au-
tomatic strike three on David 
Thompson to end the fifth in-
ning. Gamboa threw two hel-
mets and a bat on the field.

This came the night after 
John Magliozzi and Manuel 
Hilario were ejected.

Thanks to the tough road 
trip, Brooklyn is hovering at 
near-.500 and in a battle for 
first place with every team in 
the McNamara Division — 
including Aberdeen,  Hud-
son Valley, and, of course, 
the hated Staten Island Yan-
kees. 

There are also some inju-
ries to deal with as Blake Tay-
lor and Matt Blackham will 
miss their next starts.

Brooklyn is still better than 
it was at this time last year. 
The 2014 Cyclones started 
15–11 before an eight-game 
losing streak put them in a 
15–19 hole.

New Met left fielder and fomer Cyclone Mike Con-
forto lashes a double to right.
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By David Russell

Diamond
Dave’s
Cyclones Report

By Max Jaeger
The Brooklyn Paper

The Brooklyn tech darling 
that laid off 100 people in April 
has just opened its new factory 
in Sunset Park — and now the 
company is hiring.

MakerBot, a 3D printer 
manufacturer, unveiled a 
new factory in the water-
front industrial complex In-
dustry City on July 22 that’s 
twice the size of its former 
space and could accommodate 
double the number of factory 

workers it has now. 
The company, a leader in 

making 3D printers a house-
hold commodity, is  looking to 
bring on about 40 new peo-
ple just three months after it 
axed about 100 jobs, citing a 
reorganization .  

Many of the new jobs are 
on the factory floor and re-
quire little formal education 
or training, the manufactory’s 
manager said.

“We typically require a 
high-school diploma and we 

Print jobs!
MakerBot opens its new 
factory and begins hiring

The company makes machines that can craft just 
about anything, but the the devices are still assem-
bled by hand.
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like to see a couple of years 
work experience,” said Di-
ana Pincus. “Ideally, we get 
people with light assembly 
skills.”

Fewer than 19 percent of 
residents living in the area 
around the factory have a four-
year college degree or more, 
census data shows.
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soak into park ground — 
further stressing the ar-
ea’s already-struggling 
sewers.

“There’s a lot of drain-
age issues and storm-wa-
ter management issues that 
happen when you’re cap-
ping eight-acres of prop-
erty,” said New York Ris-
ing committee chair Gita 
Nandan during a July 22 
meeting among residents, 
the city, and federal envi-
ronmental authorities to 
discuss the contaminated 
site and what the city should 
do there. “They’ll look like 
green fields, but they’ll be 

the same as concrete.”
Water submerged much 

of the peninsula during 
Sandy, when  f lood-wa-
ter and backed-up sew-
ers socked the neighbor-
hood with a soggy one-two 
punch .

But Parks officials say 
they may top the foul ball 
fields — and a few others — 
with synthetic turf, which 
they say has better drainage 
than regular grass. 

“Just by doing synthetic 
turf, we’ll increase the po-
tential for water retention,” 
said Brooklyn parks hon-
cho Kevin Jeffrey.

Other residents are ask-

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH Follow Us: www.citytech.cuny.edu/facebook

718.260.5500

WELCOME
TO THE  

LARGEST PUBLIC 
COLLEGE OF  

TECHNOLOGY  
IN THE  

NORTHEAST

FALL 2015 DIRECT ADMISSION
APPLY NOW!

Kevin Jeffrey.
The city first found lead 

in the land in 2012, and re-
sponded by paving over the 
worst spots, laying new top-
soil over the fields, and re-
planting the grass — measures 
approved by the Department 
of Health and the feds, a parks 
spokeswoman said.

But the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency looked into the 
land itself in March last year — 
after the state environmental 
commission asked it to investi-
gate sites near historical smelt-
ing facilities — and found lead 
at three times the level that is 
considered safe in ball fields 

grassy circular intersection 
where Prospect Park West 
meets Prospect Park South-
west, which is part of the Park 
Slope historic district — and 
that any new addition should 
go with the flow rather than 
steal the show.

“I think they can do a lot 
better to bring in elements that 
make it part of an ensemble 

cast and not try to stand out 
and grab for attention on the 
circle,” said Peter Bray, chair 
of neighborhood advocacy 
group the Park Slope Civic 
Council, calling the square 
an important “portal into the 
neighborhood.”

The committee members 
agreed, and told the devel-
oper it must change the pro-
posed color scheme from a 

bright white to something 
more subdued, and set back a 
planned penthouse that is cur-
rently slated to jut out prom-
inently from the roof.

The committee also ap-
proved the developer’s plans 
to tear down an abandoned 
restaurant next door, which 
members said does not con-
tribute to the character of the 
square.

The developer plans to keep 
part of the building as a cin-
ema, and says it will reopen 

as a smaller, four-screen mul-
tiplex on the ground floor af-
ter it is done with the reno-
vations. Hidrock could have 
made more money by putting 
in a retail store in the space, 
and should be applauded for 
keeping the neighborhood the-
ater up and running, said one 
local pol who fought to keep 
the movie house alive. 

“The preserving of the the-
ater, which has been there for 
more than a hundred years, 
is a really important act of 

preservation,” said Council-
man Brad Lander (D–Park 
Slope). 

The building first opened 
as the Sanders Theater in 
1928 and has been through 
a handful of changes since 
then. It shut down in the late 
’70s, and was finally reno-
vated and reopened as the Pa-
vilion Theater in 1996. The 
theater has become a little 
shabby in recent years, with 
moviegoers complaining of 
broken seats, heating prob-

lems, and bed bugs —  though 
theater management insisted 
the latter charge was just a 
rumor . 

The Community Board 
6 executive committee will 
next vote on the plan, and then 
submit its final approval and 
any additional recommenda-
tions to the city’s Landmarks 
Preservation Commission. 
The city agency may take 
the submission into consid-
eration, but is not obligated 
to follow it.

Continued from page 1
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Red Hook 
Swimming 
Pool and 

Recreation 
Center

Architect Wesley Wolfe presented plans for the new 
condominium design.
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sick from the contaminated 
land.

“Recent [lead poisoning] 
cases are very low and they 
have all been traced back to 
children eating lead paint,” said 

Department of Health spokes-
woman Maureen Little.

The feds don’t cur-
rently plan on kicking in 
any money for the project, 
Gregor said. 

ing for more say into the 
park’s general design, not-
ing the fields are the main 
green space for 6,500 peo-
ple in the nearby Red Hook 
Houses. 

“Red Hook Houses are 
taking the brunt of this 
cleanup without having a 
significant amount of input 
as to how the park should be 
developed,” said area resident 
Steve Abel. “There needs to 
be a master plan as to what 
and how it should be devel-
oped — with athletic facil-
ities in mind.”

One park-goer had a bright 
idea to extend the park’s us-
able hours beyond sundown 
by installing lighting.

“This is a great time to put 
lights, because you’re tearing 
up the fields,” said Nathan 

Ball, who runs youth soc-
cer club Park Slope United, 
which plays on the Red Hook 
fields.

The Parks Department 
says it is willing to work 
with community members, 
but money doesn’t grow on 
trees, and the agency still has 
to come up with a projected 
$50 million for the federally-
mandated cleanup before it 
can start paying for additional 
amenities.

“When we take a look at 
the commitment the city has 
already made for remedia-
tion … well in excess of $50 
million in anticipated costs, 
I cannot sit here and give you 
a commitment for lights,” Jef-
frey said. “But I think it’s a 
good idea and something we 
will discuss.”

Continued from page 1

LEAD...

There’s poison in the Red Hook ballfields!

Continued from page 1

FLOOD...bounded by Hicks, Henry, 
Lorraine, and Bay streets, so 
the city closed those grounds. 
After more digging this year, 
the feds also found dangerous 
levels of lead levels in a fifth 
field over on the other side of 
Bay Street. 

The fields are a major source 
of green space for residents of 
the nearby Red Hook Houses 
— the largest public housing 
development in the borough — 
and little-league teams come 
from as far as Park Slope to 
play there. The city is keep-
ing the fifth field — the least 
toxic of the sites — open un-
til it finishes disinfecting the 
other four fields in 2018, so lo-
cals still have somewhere to 
play ball, Jeffrey said.

The city says it isn’t aware 
of any Red Hookers getting 

T
here are some people 
for whom life looks 
so easy. One of them 

came up to me at a beach 
party recently, graying hair 
in perfect place framing his 
tanned side-smiling face, 
stuck out his hand, gripped 
mine firmly, and started talk-
ing to me about life.

He’d been the head of a 
major company while raising 
three children — all of whom 
are now grown and graduates 
of Georgetown. 

“They thanked us recently 
for doing such a good job,” 
he told me.

The self-satisfied smile 
might have been annoying 
if he hadn’t been so attrac-
tive. 

“What was your secret?” 
I said, catching my own hea-
thens tussling out of the cor-

ner of my eye. 
“Respect,” he said. “They 

had to respect us.” 
“Did the kids fight?”
He shook his head, no. 
“Do you and your wife 

fight?” I asked. 
He shook his head, no. 
“Don’t you get annoyed 

with her?” I asked. 
He nodded and smiled, 

“Yes,” he said. 
I couldn’t get him off my 

mind all weekend. They de-
manded respect. The kids 

didn’t fight. He and his wife 
didn’t fight. Every time the 
kids sassed me, or I started 
to argue, I stopped myself to 
ask “WWHD?” What would 
He do?

I see people like him all the 
time: calm, rational, pressed-
clothes. People whose feel-
ings aren’t always expressed 
the moment they have them. 
He likely didn’t tell his kids 
he didn’t know what the hell 
he was doing, he didn’t tell 
his wife every time she an-

noyed him. Hmmm. Inter-
esting. 

The day after my conver-
sation with Him, we went to 
a water park. There was a 
woman in line, yelling at her 
boys, for fighting. I smiled 
when she rolled her eyes at 
me and held up her hand like, 
“Watcha gonna do?” 

“I met a man yesterday 
who said his kids didn’t 
fight, that he and his wife 
don’t fight…”

We laughed. 
She pointed at her older 

son. 
“Yeah, well, this one was 

crying his eyes out all day 
yesterday ’cause it was his 
brother’s birthday, and he got 
all this stuff.”

I smiled at the boy, who 
looked up at me sheepishly. 

“Yeah, but it’s understand-

able, right?” she said. “He did 
feel jealous, and he couldn’t 
help how he felt, right? I 
mean, he could have chosen 
not to express it, but he felt 
it, and that’s normal.” 

We moved up in line 
then and I waved goodbye 
to the woman, by then yell-
ing again at one or another 
of her sons. 

So many different families, 
so many different styles. 

This woman’s gruff de-
meanor didn’t mean she was 
a bad mom, it just meant that 
is how she had learned to han-
dle things. 

“He” and his wife had 
been strict, never allowing 
their kids to sleep over at 
friends’ houses. They main-
tained a certain control that 
the kids complained about 
— but complied with — and, 

later, thanked them. 
But not everyone is so con-

trolled. I, certainly, am not so 
controlled. Readers gave me 
guff last week over my lax 
rules, some predicting dire 
results for my poor children. 
I read the comments to my 
children and we laughed, 
especially the one that says 
they’re going to grow up to 
be, well, just like me.

I want to put Him on 
speed dial, but then I have 
no idea what his relationship 
is with his children. Indeed, 
I can barely determine mine 
with my own, and that’s cer-
tainly more important to fig-
ure out. 

In the end, though, I can’t 
do it someone else’s way.

However appealing His 
might be. 

A father who says he did everything right
Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

Red Hook at play
Robina Taliaferrow capped off the day at Celebrating 
Red Hook with some balloon hats for her sons Xavier 
and Xamier on July 25. The second annual event fea-
tured food, drinks, fireworks and giant Jenga.
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