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INSIDE: GET THE RIGHT RESULTS WITH OUR CLASSIFIEDS SECTION

By Noah Hurowitz
The Brooklyn Paper

A big change is in-store for Fulton 
Mall.

Macy’s has inked a deal to sell part of 
its storied Downtown department store 
and the neighboring block that houses 
its parking garage to a developer — 
which plans to add several new stories 
to the iconic Fulton Street emporium 
and could build a new high-rise on the 
lot next door. 

The retailer says it will move its en-
tire operation into the first four of the 
building’s nine floors, and sell floors 
five and up to Manhattan development 
firm Tishman Speyer. 

Tishman Speyer — which also owns 
and runs Rockefeller Center — plans to 
turn those floors into high-end office 
space, and build another five floors of 
offices on top of the building, accord-
ing to a release.

The real-estate company will shell out 
$170 million for its stake in the building, 
plus another $100 so Macy’s can ren-
ovate its entire retail operation, which 
the retail giant says is looking increas-
ingly shabby.

“In recent years, it has become clear 
that our Fulton Street store requires ma-
jor improvements in order to serve the 
Brooklyn of today, as well as future gen-
erations of customers,” said Terry Lun-
dgren, the company’s chief executive 
officer and chairman. 

The department store says its plans 
include a face-lift for its street entrance, 
a makeover for the restrooms, and new 

CLEARANCE SALE!
Macy’s offl oads part of historic building, parking garage to developer

elevators and escalators.
What that means for the future of the 

store’s historic interior details — such 
as the 1920s art deco elevator doors — 
is unclear, though Macy’s claims it will 
preserve “key architectural elements” 
of the building’s exterior.

Tishman Speyer has not announced 
its plans for the five-story garage be-
tween Hoyt Street and Elm Place, but 
it is unlikely the poetry-covered park-

ing lot will stay standing — the cur-
rent zoning would allow the company 
to knock it down and build a commer-
cial or residential skyscraper on the site. 
One developer pitching for the proper-
ties last year proposed building a 910-
foot tower — about 65 stories — on 
the two lots. 

The building that now houses Ma-
cy’s was the long-time headquarters of 
department store Abraham and Straus. 

The outfit — then called Wechsler and 
Abraham — moved in around 1885, and 
stayed until 1995 — extending and reno-
vating the structure throughout the years 
—  when it folded into the larger Ma-
cy’s empire.

Tishman Speyer will close on the 
purchase later this year, according to 
a statement.

Macy’s did not return requests for 
comment.  

The Downtown Macy’s is trading its parking garage (at right, with eye-catching Steve Powers mural), along 
with part of its retail store.
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Will these stylish 1920s elevator doors survive Macy’s planned renova-
tions? The store says the interior will be “entirely remodeled.”
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By Harry MacCormack
The Brooklyn Paper

These ladies want men to use 
their braaains.

A group of high-school girls 
are calling out catcallers by paint-
ing a mural on the wall of a Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant grocery store that 
features zombies lurching after 
a frightened woman — a meta-
phor that organizers said illustrates 
both how thoughtless and terrify-
ing street harassment can be. 

“We wanted to show that the 
feeling of being catcalled or when 
someone says something disturb-
ing, it causes fear,” said Danielle 
McDonald, a Greenpoint resident 
and art teacher who is overseeing 
the project. “So that’s where the 
zombies came from — something 
scary and mindless.”

Public art group Groundswell 
is paying the 20 young women 
— aged 15 to 21 — to splash the 
vista on the side of a Food Ba-
zaar on Myrtle Avenue between 
Broadway and Lewis Street as 
part of a wider project to cre-
ate public artworks about social 

issues throughout the city, Mc-
Donald said.

The grocery outlet offered up 
its wall for one of the pieces, and 
the teens decided to use the space 
to rail against jerks who harass 
women on the street, which they 
say is a persistent problem for 
local ladies that deserves more 
attention.

“It’s something everyone 
agrees is an issue, but nobody 
takes seriously,” said Nekita Blue, 
a rising senior from East Flat-
bush who also painted murals with 
Groundswell last summer.

The painters worked with 
McDonald and another artist to 
create a design for the 20-by-97-
foot piece that features the creepy 
crawlers delivering common cat-
calls like “I told you to smile” as 
well as a woman shaking her fist 
at the lame brains in front of a 
stop sign.

The crew began working on 
its monstrous masterpiece in 
July, and plans to unveil the fi-
nal product at a public ceremony 
on Aug. 28. 

Calling out lurching lechers
Teens fi ght catcallers with new zombie mural in Bed-Stuy

The in-the-works mural on the side of a grocery store in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant.
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By Harry MacCormack
The Brooklyn Paper

It is a trip down memory 
lane.

The city is once again delaying 
its construction of the long-awaited 
new bike lanes on the Pulaski 
Bridge, this time due to unspeci-
fied issues with the design of the 
bridge’s drainage system, which it 
says means the path won’t be ready 
until spring next year.

Until then, pedal-pushers and 
pedestrians will have to continue 
sharing a single lane — a cramped 
arrangement that users say puts both 
parties at risk. 

“Practically every time I ride over 
the bridge I almost hit somebody,” 

said Greenpoint cyclist Joel Richter, 
who regularly traverses the span. 
“There just isn’t enough room.”

The city  was slated to begin 
building new bike-only paths on 
the Newtown Creek-spanning 
drawbridge in April  — convert-
ing one Brooklyn-bound car lane 
into two lanes for two-wheelers with 
concrete barriers on either side — 
and originally said it would have 
them ready to ride by the end of 
the year. 

But the Department of Trans-
portation says it has since encoun-
tered “drainage design issues” — 
though it refused to elaborate on 
what those issues are or why its en-
gineers didn’t cross that particu-

SPINNING ITS WHEELS
City delays promised safer
Pulaski Bridge bike lane again

This rendering shows the city’s vision for a better Pulaski 
Bridge, where riders and walkers can cross without fear of 
collision.
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until the end of 2015 .
Transit activists say they ap-

preciate that making changes to 
a drawbridge is tricky, but the nu-
merous setbacks are a drag for Pu-
laski-traversers. 

“While we understand the 
bridge presents some challenges, 
we are disappointed for all the 
riders who have had to wait for 
years on this project,” said Brian 
Zumhagen, a spokes-man for 
bike-advocacy group Transpor-
tation Alternatives.

The Pulaski Bridge is one of sev-
eral Greenpoint-to-Queens bridges 
in the midst of a bike-friendly make-
over. The city  debuted new lanes on 
the Greenpoint Avenue Bridge  in 
July, while the state  will add a bike 
lane to the new Kosciuszko Bridge , 
which it plans to open 2020.

Cyclists and pedestrians will have to continue traversing the 
Pulaski Bridge side-by-side until spring 2016.
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Noor Ul Ain sends a message to creeps who catcall.

lar bridge before they came to it 
— and now says commuters will 
have to wait. 

The city has already stalled the 
new lanes multiple times. It  first 

announced  the project in 2013 and 
said it would wrap up construc-
tion by the end of 2014. But  as that 
deadline zoomed by , the city an-
nounced it would not be  finished 
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THE CITY COUNCIL IS AT IT AGAIN. 
Manhattan City Council Members have introduced a bill that would            

eliminate an entire segment of the City’s Tourism Industry, kill hundreds 
of jobs, and deprive the city of tens of millions of dollars . 

 

We cannot let politicians put hundreds of people out of work for no rea-
son: less than 0.1% of all noise complaints received by the City are due 

to air tours.*  
 

Helicopter tours generate over $50 million in revenue for the City, which 
is used to fund schools, hospitals, emergency services, and other fun-

damental government programs.**  

This isn’t about helicopters, this is about people.  
Don’t let politicians put us out of work for no reason.  

Brian T., 
Saker Aviation, 

Heliport Manager, Bronx 

Sandra Q.,  
Liberty Helicopters, 

Customer Service, Queens 

Ryan B.,  
Helicopter Flight Services, 

Pilot, Brooklyn  

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT:  
WWW.HELICOPTERSMATTER.ORG 

Paid for by Helicopters Matter, Inc. 
*According to NYC 311 Complaint Data 

**“Heliports and Their Importance to New York City,”  Mitchell 
L. Moss, Director, NYU Rudin Center for  Transportation Poli-

cy and Management, February 2012. 
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By Allegra Hobbs
The Brooklyn Paper

It is moving to greener pas-
tures — literally. 

Outdoor food emporium 
Smorgasburg is ditching its 
Brooklyn Bridge Park location 
and will relocate to Prospect 
Park at the end of the month 
— a move organizers say will 
be bittersweet. 

“We’re sad to leave Brook-
lyn Bridge Park, but it’s hard 
to complain when our new 
home is literally Brooklyn’s 
backyard,” said Eric Demby, 
co-founder of the Brooklyn 
Flea and its off-shoot.

Demby says the market has 
to skedaddle from its current 
locale in a concrete lot near 
Pier 5 because the privately-
run park wants to turn the site 
into green space. 

From Aug. 30, the outdoor 
eatery will pitch its tents on 
 Prospect Park’s Breeze Hill  
— which is off Well House 
Drive near the Lincoln Road 
entrance to the park in Pros-
pect-Lefferts Gardens.

This is the second time reno-
vations in the park have forced 
the market to scram — it  first 
opened  inside the shell of the 
Tobacco Warehouse in Dumbo 
next to the Brooklyn Bridge 
in 2012, but moved to Brook-
lyn Heights the following year 
when theater outfit Saint Ann’s 

Food on the move
Smorgasburg leaving waterfront, switching to P’Park 

Warehouse  began transform-
ing the historic building into 
a performance venue . 

Demby said he is bummed 
to be leaving the waterfront 
nabes, but is excited to bring 
the market to a new crowd 
from park-adjacent neighbor-
hoods like Ditmas Park and 

Windsor Terrace who may 
never have had the chance 
to sample  Indian-Mexican 
fusion tacos or deep-fried 
cheese curds before .

“Now all these other people 
who don’t really go to Smor-
gasburg are going to start com-
ing there, so it kind of breathes 

this new life into it,” he said. 
“That’s going to be the most 
exciting part about it.”

Smorgasburg at Prospect 
Park (Well House Drive near 
East Drive in Prospect Park, 
www.smorgasburg.com). 
Sundays from Aug. 30–Oct. 
11 at 11 am–6 pm.

Andrew Lee and Connie Jung from California chowed down on some ramen 
burgers at the final Smorgasburg in Brooklyn Bridge Park last Sunday.
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By Allegra Hobbs
The Brooklyn Paper

It was an ornamental 
block.

The city’s landmarks com-
mission rejected a developer’s 
plan to affix a five-story condo 
building to Park Slope’s his-
toric Pavilion Theater because 
officials said the new structure 
is too conspicuous, while its 
cornice — the decorative rail-
ing around the top of the roof — 
was not flashy enough.

“It needs to have a cornice 
that really says something,” 
said commissioner Michael 
Devonshire, whose concerns 
were shared by many of the 
Slopers and preservation-
ists who railed against the 

design at a public hearing 
on Tuesday. 

Owner Hidrock Realty 
wants to totally renovate 
the theater — which cur-
rently houses a seven-screen 
cinema — erect a five-story 
structure next door, and fit 
out the two lots with 24 con-
dominiums, a smaller four-
screen cinema, retail stores on 
the ground floor, and a glass 
penthouse on the roof. 

But the building, at the 
corner of Prospect Park West 
and 14th Street, is part of the 
Prospect Park historic district, 
which means the developer 
needs the city’s okay to make 
any changes. 

Commission chair Meenak-

Box offi ce fl op
City gives planned theater 
development thumbs down

shi Srinivasan said that she 
applauds the real-estate com-
pany’s efforts to preserve the 
87-year-old theater, but its ar-
chitect needs to go back to the 
drafting board and come up 
with a design that takes Slop-
ers’ concerns into account. 

Neighbors told the panel 
that the proposed five-story 
addition and the penthouse on 
top would overwhelm the orig-
inal four-story building, the 
placement of its new windows 
don’t match those of neigh-
boring properties, and its cor-
nice — which curves out from 
the top of the building like 
a cresting wave — does not 
live up the more ornate roof-
top flourish along the rest of 
the street. 

Some felt the proposed par-
apet was not even worthy of 
the title “cornice.”

“It’s more of an optical il-
lusion than a cornice,” said 

Craig Hammerman, district 
manager of Community Board 
6, which encompasses Park 
Slope.  The board unanimously 
approved Hidrock’s proposal 
in late July , though it too asked 
the developer to make the new 
structure more subdued so it 
doesn’t steal the show from 
the theater.

Some residents demanded 
the developer lop off the fifth 
floor from its planned building 
to bring it more into line with 
the rest of the street, but Srini-
vasan said she was confident 
the architect could come up 
with a more restrained design 
that had the same effect.

A spokesman for Hidrock 
said it is unlikely to consider 
removing a level because it 
would reduce the value of 
the property too much for it 
to be worth building, but it 
would take the suggestions 
into account.

The city’s landmarks commission rejected this con-
do-conversion plan for Park Slope’s Pavilion Theater.
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By Max Jaeger
The Brooklyn Paper

He put a lid on it!
Outspoken real estate mo-

gul, grocery store magnate, 
and one-time mayoral candi-
date John Catsimatidis topped 
off his latest development in 
Fort Greene on Aug. 11 — 
a 15-story mixed-use build-
ing called the Margo, after his 
wife. He is happy that con-
struction is nearly done, but 
said he is already looking for-
ward to the next building he’s 
got planned for a stretch of 

Topped in the name of love
Developer caps off building named for wife Myrtle Avenue he owns.

“It feels good [to cap the 
Margo], but we’ve got one 
more building to do on that 
block,” he said, referring to 
a 35-story tower he plans to 
erect next-door between Ash-
land Place and Flatbush Av-
enue.

The Margo will include a 
bit more than 200 apartments 
— including roughly 40 be-
low-market-rate units — as 
well as a rooftop terrace and 
ground-floor retail, accord-
ing to information from the 
architects.

When it’s complete, the 
Margo will join neighbor-
ing nine- and 15-story de-
velopments the Andrea and 
the Giovanni — both named 
for the developer’s kids.

After construction on 
the Margo wraps in Spring 
2016, Catsimatidis will fo-
cus on the fourth and final 
development — his as-yet-
unnamed 35-story tower a 
stone’s throw from Flatbush 
Avenue, he said.

Originally the structure 
would have risen to 40 sto-
ries, but the city put the ki-
bosh on the taller plan due to 
a “kind of zoning issue” that 
Catsimatidis wouldn’t elab-
orate on. The truncated pro-
posal presents a missed op-
portunity for housing in the 
borough, he said.

“I think it’s a tragedy the 
city didn’t cooperate with us,” 
he said.

Developer John Catsimatidis celebrates the top-
ping-off of his new development in Fort Greene.
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M I A’ S  B A K E RY
139 Smith Street 

in Cobble Hill/Boerum Hill
347-987-3194

Enjoy Delicious Desserts In Our Backyard Garden
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Awnings

Estimate &
Consultation

Awnings, Gates, Doors, Fences, Rails, & Window Guards

BROOKLYN STAINLESS STEEL SUPPLY INC.

347-963-1689NYC DCA 
License #2025340

c.

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Police arrested a man who 
they say tried to pass himself 
off as a cop returning a smart-
phone he stole on Montague 
Street on Aug. 14.

The victim told police that 
she was leaving her job near 
the corner of Montague and 
Court streets when a man 
approached her, attempting 
to talk to her several times 
before snatching her smart-
phone. The suspect then tried 

to strike the victim, but was 
stopped when a bystander 
yelled at him, causing him 
to flee with the phone, cops 
say.  

The victim went to police, 
and called her own phone, and 
the alleged crook answered, 
saying he was a police officer 
who rescued the phone from 
the thief, but when the victim 
arrived with the real police in 
tow, she immediately recog-
nized the goon and officers 
promptly arrested him, ac-
cording to a police report.  

Familial theft
Two louts robbed a man 

outside a Smith Street conve-
nience store on Aug. 15, and 
fled in a getaway car driven 
by the victim’s cousin, cops 
say.

The victim told police that 
as he was exiting the store 
near Warren Street around 
10 pm, two men approached 
him, one with something that 
looked like a gun under his 
clothes. 

The victim surrendered his 
phone to the miscreants, only 
to see the pair flee in a blue 
Jeep driven by his own cousin, 
according to a report. 

— Harry MacCormack

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Bad high-dea
Police found drugs and 

lock-picking tools on a guy 
they arrested for riding a sto-
len Citi Bike the wrong way on 
Warren Street on Aug. 11. 

Cops stopped the 50-year-
old man after they saw him 
riding against traffic between 
Bond and Nevins streets in 
Boerum Hill at 1:40 am. A 
representative from Citi Bike 
confirmed the bike was sto-
len and said it was last seen in 
Manhattan, police said. 

Officers arrested the guy 
and found he had a small 
amount of a controlled sub-
stance and the tools on him, 
officials said.

Play knife
Cops arrested a goon who 

they say slashed a guy in the 
neck after during an argument 
on Court Street on Aug. 14. 

They two got into it near 
Lorraine Streets in Red Hook 
at 3 am, and the dispute went 
south when the blade-happy 
brute allegedly took a knife 
from his car trunk and cut 
his nemesis on the back of 
the neck, police said. 

Cops caught up with the 
suspected stabber 40 minutes 
later at the corner of Colum-
bia and Luquer streets, offi-
cials said.

Chain yanker
A prankster yanked so 

hard on the security alarm at 
a Smith Street pharmacy on 

Aug. 16 that he broke it. 
He was leaving the store 

between Baltic and Warren 
streets in Boerum Hill at 8 
pm when he pulled the alarm 
and fled to the subway station 
entrance on Warren Street, 
police said. The damage was 
equal to $500, police said.

Zitty popper
A lout with bad skin popped 

a guy in the face and took his 
phone and wallet on W. Ninth 
Street on Aug. 13. 

The victim was between 
Henry Street and Hamilton 
Avenue at 6:30 am when a 
brigand with a “blotchy com-
plexion” punched him twice, 
took an iPhone and wallet, 
and bolted, police said. 

The mugger stands 6-foot-
2, weighs about 200 pounds, 
and was last seen wearing a 
black baseball cap, officials 
said.

Window pain
A cat burglar climbed into 

a Court Street window and 
stole electronics and jew-
elry sometime between Aug. 
7 and 10. 

The sneak scaled a fire 
escape and hopped through 
an unlocked window into the 
building between Congress 
and Warren streets in Cobble 
Hill — and left with jewelry 
and a laptop, police said.

What a heel
A high-heeled harpy and 

two side goons jumped two 
people on Henry Street on 
Aug. 7. 

The victim near Atlantic 
Avenue in Cobble Hill at 1:20 
am when the heel asked her 
for directions, but when the 
victim said she didn’t know, 
the harpy knocked her to the 
ground, police said. A guy 
tried to help the victim, but 
two other people attacked 
him, according to a police 
report. 

Cops say the attack might 
have been gang-related. The 
man walked away with a hurt 
shoulder and the woman was 
left with injuries on her head 
and shoulder — both were 
taken to Brooklyn Hospi-
tal, police said. The victims 
didn’t see much of their at-
tackers — they only describe 
the leader of the three as a 
woman in her mid 20s with 
brown hair and black high 
heels, officials said.

— Max Jaeger

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Booze hound
A greedy goon broke into a 

woman’s Second Street apart-
ment and swiped her bottles of 
booze and an enviable booty 
of jewelry and technology on 
Aug. 6.

The boozer damaged the 
front door of the apartment be-

tween Fifth and Sixth avenues 
when he barreled in some-
time between 9 am and 8 pm 
and took a MacBook, an an-
tique locket, a sapphire ring, 
and bottles of vodka and te-
quila, according to a police 
report. 

Slithering sneak
A scummy scamp slipped 

through the open window of 
man’s Sterling Place apart-
ment and snatched his Mac-
Book on Aug. 6.

The guy got back to his 
apartment between Sev-
enth and Eighth Avenues at 
around 6:30 pm to find some-
one had filched his laptop off 
of the living room table, then 
dragged the table across the 
floor and towards the open 
window, cops say. 

The hapless victim told 
cops he left his window open 
because it had bars on it, but 
the devilish laptop-grabber 
may have slithered his way in 
somehow because there was 
no signs of forced entry, ac-
cording to a police report.

Clothes off
Some fashion-crazed 

fiend smashed in a woman’s 
car window on Butler Street 
sometime between Aug. 1 
and 3 and ran off with piles 
of clothes.

The woman told cops she 
left her car parked between 
Third and Fourth avenues at 
around 3 pm on Aug. 1, but 
when she returned at 9 pm 
on Aug. 3, the passenger-side 
rear window was smashed in, 
and the glass-basher took all 
the clothes she had left in the 
car, according to a police re-
port. The stolen clothes in-
clude slacks, sweaters, shirts, 
skirts, and some red and green 
soldier Christmas outfits, 
cops say. 

Bike grab
A punk stole a pricey bike 

from a guy’s car that was 
parked on President Street 
overnight between Aug. 3 
and 4.

The slighted biker told cops 
he left his car, with a black 
road bike worth an estimated 
$8,000 in the trunk, between 
Seventh and Eighth avenues 
at around 9 pm on Aug. 3. He 
returned at 6 am the following 
day, only to find the treasured 
speedster missing, according 
to a police report. 

There was no broken glass 
at the scene, and the victim 
is unsure if the car was un-
locked, cops say.

— Allegra Hobbs

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

In ‘n’ out burglar
Someone stole $3,100 from 

an Ovington Avenue apart-
ment on Aug. 11. 

The sneak got into the 
building between Bay 
Ridge Place and Fourth Av-
enue in Bay Ridge by climb-
ing through an open kitchen 
window sometime between 6 
and 8 pm, police said.

Rev ‘n’ run
A dirt bag stole two dirt 

bikes from a Battery Ave-
nue garage sometime be-
tween Aug. 13 and 14. 

The four-stroke fiend got 
into the garage between 88th 
and 90th streets in Bay Ridge 
sometime between noon on 
Aug. 13 and 5 pm the next day, 
removing two pricey Honda 
dirt bikes, police said.

Hooch heist
A lush of a larcenist stole 

$3,078 in booze from an 
86th Street golf course on 
Aug. 12. 

The liquor-loving raider 
clipped a locked gate be-
tween 11th and 12th avenues 
in Dyker Heights at 11:52 pm, 
police said. Then he pulled his 
car into the club and up to a 
storage shed, where he clipped 
another lock and copped the 
sauce, cops said.

Rx for theft
Two felonious pharmacist 

wannabes stole $1,088 in over-
the-counter medicine from a 
Third Avenue drugstore on 
Aug. 13. 

The pair entered the store 
between 93rd and 94th streets 
in Bay Ridge at 4:20 pm, 
grabbed a bunch of Allegra 
and Nasacort allergy medi-
cine and some Rogaine, and 
fled, police said.

— Max Jaeger

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Go back to sleep
A heavy-handed pick-

pocket woke up a sleeping 
man on the L train while 
trying to steal his phone — 
and proceeded to knock him 
out when he awoke on Aug. 
9, cops say.

The sleepy straphanger got 
on at the Montrose Avenue sta-
tion, and dozed off while rid-
ing the train. He awoke around 
4:30 am to find a thief try-
ing to take the phone out his 
pocket, police say. 

As the victim came to his 
wits, the ne’er do well punched 
him in the head, knocking him 
unconscious, cops reported. 
The victim awoke at the Bed-
ford Avenue stop missing his 
phone, said cops.

Drill baby drill!
A bozo tried taking a drill 

to an automated teller machine 
on Kent Avenue in the early 
morning of Aug. 11 — before 
being chased off by a local 
resident, police say. 

A Greenpoint man told the 
police that he heard a loud 
noise outside his window near 
N. Eighth Street around 5 am 
and looked out his window 
to find a goon trying to use 
the power tool, which was 

plugged into his car, on the 
cash dispenser.  

But once the witness went 
downstairs to confront wan-
nabe thief, he took off in his 
car, according to a report.  

Helpful crooks
Cops arrested a man who 

they said tried to rob a woman 
after helping get her things 
into a cab on Aug. 14 on N. 
Fifth Street.  

Three nogoodniks of-
fered to help a woman load 
her things into a cab on the 
corner of N. Sixth Street 
and Kent Avenue, and she 
allowed them. But after she 
got in the cab and started to 
drive away, she realized her 
wallet was missing, accord-
ing to police. She immedi-
ately turned around and con-
fronted one of the men who 
was still at the scene, offi-
cials said.  

The two began arguing un-
til construction workers from 
a nearby site came by and held 
the alleged miscreant until the 
police arrived. Cops say a wit-
ness reported seeing the sus-
pect return the victim’s wal-
let, but the victim says she is 
still out $1,300. 

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Bushwick

Clubbed
A boor and his cronies 

beat a man outside of a Grand 
Street strip club mid-after-
noon on July 31, breaking sev-
eral of his bones.

The victim told police he 
was outside the joint at near 
Metropolitan Avenue at 2:30 
pm when he accidentally 
brushed shoulders with a 
man, and promptly apolo-
gized. But the hot-tempered 
lout responded by punching 
him in the face, the victim 
told police. 

The victim was knocked to 
the ground and several men 
then began kicking him, leav-
ing him with several broken 
ribs, a broken wrist, and a bro-
ken ankle, police reported. 
The victim walked home and 
his wife called 911, and he was 
taken to Bellevue Hospital, 
according to a report. 

What a welcome
A couple of crooks robbed 

a German tourist on Moore 
Street on Aug. 11.

The victim was near White 
Street around 11 am when one 
grabbed the man’s arms from 
behind, cops say.  

The other took his phone 
and some cash, and they both 
fled, police say.

— Harry MacCormack

Police: Heights robber claims to be a cop 
 POLICE BLOTTER

Find more online every Wednesday at
BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

By Ruth Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

Authorities are asking Brooklynites to help them 
find a man who they say raped and beat a woman in 
Bedford–Stuyvesant in the early hours of Monday 
morning, knocking out several of her teeth in the 
process, according to a report. 

The 52-year-old woman was on Putman Avenue 
at around 3 am on Aug. 17 when she met a guy who 
said he would shoot her if she didn’t follow him, po-
lice said. 

The woman followed the man into a building on 
Lefferts Place where he allegedly assaulted her and 
pushed his fingers down her throat, cops said. 

The sicko then allegedly removed the woman’s un-
derwear and raped her near a staircase leading to a 
basement, according to a report. 

The victim lost two teeth in the attack and is now 
recovering in hospital where she is in stable condi-
tion, police said.

Cops have released footage of a suspect, who they 
say is in his mid-30s and has a muscular build. He 
may also have bite marks on his right hand, author-
ities said.

Anyone with information about the incident is asked 
to call Crime Stoppers at (800) 577–8477. Tips can also 
be submitted by logging onto Crime Stoppers’ website 
at www.nypdcrimestoppers.com or by texting to 274637, 
then entering TIP577. All tips are confidential.

Violent rape 
in Bed-Stuy

FOLLOW OUR 
DAILY UPDATES ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
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• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
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Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
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and insurance plans accommodated

$50 OFF
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Cannot be combined with other offers.

Doesn’t apply to prior sales
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Surf king USA
Talk about a guitar hero!
The 78-year-old “King of Surf Guitar” will 

rock out on a Williamsburg stage on Aug. 21. 
Guitar legend Dick Dale, who pioneered the 

surf rock genre, has 
hung ten at Brooklyn 
Bowl before, and he ex-
pects this show to be 
as crowded as Coney 
Island during the Mer-
maid Parade.

“Every time we 
came in there, it’s 
packed all the way to 
the walls,” Dale said. 
“It’s strictly a Dick 
Dale listening audi-
ence.” 

The crowd coming 
to see the show is not 

limited to local surf rock fans. 
“People are flying in from Ireland, England, 

Greenland,” he said. “I guess they want to see 
me before they think I’m going to die.”

The septuagenarian shredder stays active, 
noting that “at 78, I’m still bouncing around 
like a maniac.” But he is also battling severe 
health issues, including rectal cancer, renal fail-
ure, diabetes and vertebrae damage. Dale says 
that he keeps touring  in order to pay for his 
medical bills. 

His wife Lana serves as his agent and man-
ager as well as taking care of his health, despite 
having her own medical problems. 

“We’re a couple of sickies taking care of each 
other,” said Dale. “We’re inseparable.” 

Dale’s surf rock reached the peak of its pop-
ularity in the 1960s, after playing two songs 
for the film “Beach Party,” and he made regu-
lar appearances on “The Ed Sullivan Show.” He 
has performed steadily ever since then, working 
with Stevie Ray Vaughan in the parody movie 
“Back To The Beach,” and gaining  a whole new 
audience after Quentin Tarantino used Dale’s 
song “Misirlou” as the opening music to the 
film “Pulp Fiction.” 

Dale remembers Tarantino coming to a con-
cert in Amsterdam and asking for permission 
to use the song. He recalls the director saying: 
“I’ve been listening to your music since time 
began. I want to complement the masterpiece 
of your music playing and make a masterpiece 
of a movie.” 

Dale does not look back much, saying that his 
philosophy is to take things one day at a time.

“I don’t live for yesterday,” he said. “I could 
be dead in 30 seconds, so why worry about 
tomorrow?”

Dick Dale at Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. 
between N. 11th and N. 12th streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 963–3369, www.brooklynbowl.com]. 
Aug. 21 at 8 pm. $25. — David Russell

M U S I C

Greenlight’s pick — “My Struggle: 
Book 3” by Karl Ove Knausgaard

The third book in the sometimes excruciat-
ingly-detailed six-volume 
account of Knausgaard’s 
life focuses on his boy-
hood. Readers will dis-
cover a literally warts-
and-all portrait of his 
Norwegian upbringing, 
including his aching need 
to impress peers and fam-
ily, his interest in soccer 
and reading, and his fa-
ther’s malicious domin-
ion over his every move. 
Yet among the furious en-
trapment of firsts — love and school especially 
— are poignant scenes of boys being boys, lis-
tening to Outlandos D’Amour in the shower and 
singing loudly and carefree.

— Jessica Stockton Bagnulo, Greenlight 
Bookstore [686 Fulton St. between S. Elliott 
Place and S. Portland Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(718) 246–0200,  www.greenlightbookstore.
com ].

Community’s pick — “The Little Town 
Where Time Stood Still” by Bohumil Hrabal

By most accounts, Bohumil Hrabal was the 
greatest Czech novel-
ist of the twentieth cen-
tury. He was a raconteur 
of the beer halls, where he 
held court with intellec-
tuals and workers alike, 
and his books — banned 
by the Soviets and pub-
lished illegally — ramble 
from anecdote to anec-
dote like a drunken uncle. 
This book collects two 
of Hrabal’s best novels, 

covering Czech history from Austria-Hungary 
through the Nazi occupation and into Commu-
nist rule. Pour a pint of pivo or two and settle 
in for quite a story.

— Hal Hlavinka, Community Bookstore [43 
Seventh Ave. between Carroll Street and Gar-
field Place in Park Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.
commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

Word’s pick — “Kitchens of the Great 
Midwest” by J. Ryan Stradal

Chef Eva Thorvald is the focal point of this 
novel, but readers get to watch her grow through 
the eyes of people she af-
fected at different stages 
in her life. Stradal cap-
tures the push and pull 
of family dynamics, the 
awkwardness and good 
intentions of a Midwest-
ern adolescence, and the 
unique kind of drive 
that comes from an ob-
session with good food. 
The balance of flavors 
is just right.

— Emily Pullen, Word 
[126 Franklin St. at Milton Street in Greenpoint, 
(718) 383–0096,  www.wordbrooklyn.com ].

By Sarah Iannone
for The Brooklyn Paper

I
t is the opposite of a dream diary.

A Gowanus insomniac spent every 
sleepless night of 2014 painting water-

color comics about her life, and now a col-
lection of the dream-like doodles, “Bright 
Eyed at Midnight” will have its release party 
at the Owl Farm bar on Aug. 26. 

Cartoonist Leslie Stein, who is also a mu-
sician and bartender, drew on the people and 
events in her life for her late-night comics. The 
book includes stories about customers at the 
bar, her 1980s childhood, dealing with artist’s 
block, and playing at rock shows.

“I try to focus on things that are specific 
to me but kind of universal,” said Stein. She 
describes her one- and two-page stories as 
“dreamy meditative comics for the [atten-
tion deficit disorder] generation.”

Stein began drawing the series shortly 
after New Year’s Eve of 2014, working on 
them every night for 
several weeks. After 
posting them online 
and getting a positive 
response, she decided 
to continue making the 
nightly comics for an 
entire year. Drawing 
the strips in the wee 
hours of the night helped her to unwind, 
she says. 

“Quite frankly, it was actually a beautiful 
distraction and way to focus on the present, 
almost meditatively,” she said. 

The cartoonist typically works with pen 
and ink, but she developed a looser, more 
colorful technique for these comics, using 
a brush and watercolors for her nightly in-
somnia adventures. 

“This style was all about 
experimentation and hon-
est self-expression, so it just 
kind of flowed,” Stein said. 
“I just played until I found a 
way it could work with my 
hand and my drawings.”

After a year of draw-
ing, she cut the 365 nightly 
comics down to the ones she liked 

best, and then let an edi-
tor whittle the book fur-
ther down to 224 short 
comics. 

Stein, who tends bar 
at the Owl Farm, said 
that it felt more appro-
priate to hold the release 
party there instead of at 

a bookstore or comic shop. 
“It felt more personal, family style,” she 

said. And the bar will serve a special beer 
at the event, made with coffee and choco-
late and aged in-house. Stein says that the 
combination of alcohol and coffee is espe-
cially appropriate . 

“I was thinking a coffee stout would per-
fectly complement the name of the book,” 
said Leslie.

Reading picks
B O O KS

By Max Jaeger
The Brooklyn Paper

Y
ou can give this con-
cert the thumbs-up from 
your couch.

A Brooklyn singer and 
composer will offer a free 
video-stream of the release 
party for his new album “Rud-
der Songs” at Union Hall on 
Aug. 21. Despite the potential 
to reach millions of people the 
musician is staying humble about 
his World Wide Web-wide de-
but — though he does have some 
ideas for how to get more eyes 
and ears on the show.

“Other than reaching inter-
ested friends or family, I’m not 
really counting on some fluke 
traffic flowing to the streaming page,” 
said Michael Chinworth. “I suppose I 
could include keywords like ‘Bono 
fights Bonobo — live’ as tags to get 
more traffic.”

Vaccuum tubes have long been respon-
sible for amplifying musicians, but the 
advent of the Internet — something for-
mer Alaskan senator Ted Stevens once de-
scribed as “a series of tubes” — and video 
sharing sites like YouTube have vastly in-
creased working musicians’ volume. Chin-
worth wanted to seize on the voyeuristic 

zeitgeist, he said.
“The whole idea of a YouTube cul-

ture concerned with watching videos 
of people doing things makes this feel 
relevant,” Chinworth said. 

Chinworth is not the first to share an 
album release concert live on the web — 
the artist formerly known as The Artist 
Formerly Known as Prince took his act 
on the information superhighway to fete 
his 2014 releases “Art Official Age” and 
“PlectrumElectrum,” and country mu-
sician Luke Bryan did much the same 
earlier this month.

And if you do opt to mosh from your 

living room, there are some upsides, 
Chinworth said. 

“You don’t have to feel self-con-
scious about not clapping or ‘Wooo’-
ing,” he said.

But there are also some drawbacks 
to a couch-potato concert, said Chin-
worth. For one thing, showing up to 

Union Hall will net you a free copy of his 
album — a mellow collection of groovy 
piano and organ tunes accompanied by 
Chinworth’s velvety voice.

And nothing beats a finely tuned live 
sound system — though he will not lose 
too much sleep if your first exposure to 
his music comes from a home speaker 
the size of a cigarette pack, Chinworth 
said.

“People should be free to choose,” he 
said. “If that’s the kind of life you want to 
live, one in which laptop speakers ‘work 
fine, it’s actually pretty good quality,’ 
I’m not going to police that.”

Night 
writer
Insomniac cartoonist 
tells stories of her life
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Turn around, bright eyes: Cartoonist Leslie Stein worked on her book “Bright-eyed 
at Midnight” during every sleepless night of 2014.
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Live and live-streaming: If you cannot make it to see 
Michael Chinworth perform his new album “Rudder Songs” 
live at Union Hall on Aug. 21, you can stream the show live 
from the comfort of your sofa.
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He’s living the stream
Musician puts his release party online

“Bright Eyed At Midnight” re-
lease party at the Owl Farm (297 
Ninth St. between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, www.theowl-
farm.com). Aug. 26 at 7 pm. Free.

A R T

Michael Chinworth and the Rud-
der Band at Union Hall [702 Union 
St. between Fifth and Sixth avenues 
in Park Slope, www.unionhallny.
com, (718) 638–4400]. Aug. 21 at 8 
pm. $8. Stream the show at www.
concertwindow.com/104056-subtle-
soup-records.

M U S I C
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
August 21

Light knight
He is the superhero 
Coney Island deserves 
— a neon-streaked 
rocker lighting up the 
night with guitar licks 
and synth sounds. 
And after seeing the 
mystery musician who 
goes by the name 
Blazes, just look up for 
another light show — 
the Coney Island fire-
works go off right 
after the show.

8:30 pm at Surf Pavilion 
(3029 Stillwell Ave. 
between Surf Avenue and 
the Boardwalk in Coney 
Island. Free. 

SATURDAY
August 22

Amazing 
Grace 
The annual extrava-
ganza of African-
American rock and 
culture kicks off in 
Fort Greene today, 
with legendary New 
Wave queen, model, 
and actress Grace 
Jones (pictured) clos-
ing down the main 
stage. 

1–10 pm at Commodore 
Barry Park (Navy Street 
between Flushing and 
Park Avenues in Fort 
Greene, www.afropunk-
fest.com). $45–$150. 

SUNDAY
August 23

Blades 
of glory
The 1982 documentary 
“Conan the Barbarian” 
established that magic 
is no match for a steel 
blade. But the two will 
work side-by-side at 
this weekend’s circus 
spectacle “Wonder-
show,” where cham-
pion knife-tosser the 
Great Throwdini (pic-
tured) will flash his 
blades alongside men-
talists, magicians, and 
other arcane artists. 

7 pm at the Muse [350 
Moffat St. between Irving 
and Knickerbocker 
avenues in Bushwick, (929) 
400–1678, wondershowb-
klyn.eventbrite.com). $20. 

WEDNESDAY
August 26

Beat box
Conventional bands 
might use store-bought 
drums, but the percus-
sionist of 75 Dollar Bill 
just beats his sticks 
against a wooden 
crate, occasionally add-
ing a shaker or chime 
to the steel guitar of his 
musical partner. The 
band plays at Troost 
Cafe every night this 
week, tonight with  
pyrotechnic troubadour 
Chris Nelson at 8 pm.  

9:30 pm at Troost Cafe 
[1011 Manhattan Ave., 
between Green and 
Huron streets in 
Greenpoint, (347) 889–
6761]. Free. 

THURSDAY
August 27

Going under
Consulting an oracle 
traditionally involves 
a trip to the Under-
world, but just enter-
ing the cavernous 
space beneath the 
Manhattan Bridge is 
enough to let you 
hear the dreamy 
avant-garde pop of 
Oracle Room — 
Brooklyn singer Alex 
Nelson and her six-
piece ensemble — 
which may transport 
you to another world. 

6 pm at Archway Plaza 
(Water Street between 
Anchorage Place and 
Adams Street in Dumbo) 
Free.
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FRI, AUG. 21
ART, IN SEARCH OF ONE CITY 

— SENSING (IN)EQUALITY: “In 
Search” is a multimedia exhibition 
exploring artists’ roles in investi-
gating, navigating and mitigating 
income inequality. Free. 3–6 pm. 
The Old Stone House [336 Third St. 
between Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Park Slope, (718) 768–3195], theold-
stonehouse.org. 

ART, “OUTSIDE ROOTS” OPENING 
RECEPTION: Lorenzo Sanjuans’ 
“Outside Roots” looks how creativ-
ity can arise out of rediscovering 
childhood innocence. Free. 6–9 pm. 
Ground Floor Gallery [343 Fifth St. 
between Fifth and Sixth avenues in 
Park Slope, (917) 822–2112]. 

BROOKLYN TAKES BROADWAY 2: 
An evening of dance, song, theater, 
and hip-hop from youth members 
of El Puente’s Summer Urban Arts 
Intensive. Free. 6 pm. Williamsburg 
Leadership Center (211 S. 4th St. at 
Roebling Street in Williamsburg), 
www.elpuente.us. 

FILM, “BLACK ROSE” WINE RECEP-
TION: Meet the cast and crew of 
this upcoming short fi lm, see the 
movie trailer, and enjoy some wine. 
Proceeds go towards fi nishing the 
movie. $15. 6–10 pm. South Oxford 
Space (138 S. Oxford St., between 
Hanson Place and Atlantic Avenue 
in Fort Greene), www.madrunproj-
ects.com. 

MEXICAN FASHION, ART, AND DE-
SIGN: Proyectos Unidos Mexicanos 
presents 40 designers and 19 artists 
showing the diversity of Mexican 
design. 7–10pm. Wythe Hotel (80 
Wythe Ave., between N. 11th and N. 
12th streets in Williamsburg). 

MUSIC, MYSTERY SKULLS: $12. 8 pm. 
Baby’s All Right [146 Broadway be-
tween Bedford and Driggs avenues 
in Williamsburg, (718) 599–5800], 
www.babysallright.com. 

FILM, CELLULOID SÉANCE: An eve-
ning of short, experimental fi lms, 
including “Sweep” by Mark Street, 
fi lmed in Carroll Gardens. Free. 8 
pm. Court Tree Collective [371 Court 
St. between Carroll Street and First 
Place in Carroll Gardens, (718) 422–
7806], www.courttree.com. 

MUSIC, ANDREW MUNSEY QUINTET: 
$15. 8:30 pm. Ibeam Music Studio 
(168 Seventh St. between Second 

and Third avenues in Gowanus), 
www.ibeambrooklyn.com. 

SAT, AUG. 22
MUSIC, COMPLETE, OCTAGRAPE, 

HONEY RADAR: Free. 2–6 pm. 
Union Pool [484 Union Ave. at 
Meeker Avenue in Williamsburg, 
(718) 609–0484], www.union-pool.
com. 

MUSIC, THE 10TH BROOKLYN COUN-
TRY MUSIC FESTIVAL: Featuring 
The Defi bulators, The Western Cara-
van Featuring Thirsty Dave, Zepha-
niah & The 18 Wheelers, Lil’ Mo & 
The Monicats, Terry Radigan, Bob 
Jones & Jon Sholle, Sean Kershaw & 
the New Jack Ramblers, Lindy Loo & 
Her Lucky Fellers, and The CasHank 
Hootenanny Jamboree. $25 ($20 
in advance). 3 pm. Bell House [149 
Seventh St. at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus, (718) 643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

THEATER, “SEUSSICAL THE MUSI-
CAL”: Narrows Community Theater 
presents its theatrical twist on the 
tales of Dr. Suess. $20 for adults, 
$10 for children under 12. 8 pm. Fort 
Hamilton Army Base Theater [101st 
St. at Fort Hamilton Parkway in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 482–3173], www.Nar-
rowsCommunityTheater.com. 

MUSIC, SOFA TALVIK: Swedish folk 
and Americana artist Sofi a Talvik 
kicks off her US tour. Free. 9 pm. The 
Shop (234 Starr St. between Wyck-
off and Irving avenues in Bushwick), 
theshopbrooklyn.com. 

FORAGING FOR WELLNESS — 
GUIDED TOUR IN PROSPECT 
PARK: Coach Colette Ellis and Tim 
Keating as they share the mental, 
physical and spiritual benefi ts of 
foraging and eating local, wild 
plants. $25. Noon. Prospect Park 
[Plaza Street West and West Drive 
in Park Slope, (646) 450–4380], 

See 9 DAYS on page 8

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

FRI, AUG. 21
EVENT, WWE MEET AND GREET: 

$125. 10 am–5 pm. 

SAT, AUG. 22
TALK, WWE SUMMERSLAM 

PANEL: $75 ($200 VIP). 10 am.

SUN, AUG 23
SPORTS, WWE SUMMERSLAM: 

$30.50–$530.50. 7:30 pm.

MON, AUG 24
SPORTS, WWE MONDAY NIGHT 

RAW: $25.50–$130.50. 7:30 pm.

WED, AUG 26
MUSIC, LEGACY OF HOPE CON-

CERT, WITH ROBIN THICKE 
AND COMMON: $35.50–$95.50. 
8 pm.

SAT, SEP 12
MUSIC, SCORPIONS, QUEENSRY-

CHE: $47.50–$149.50. 8 pm.

SAT, SEP 19
MUSIC, MADONNA: $45.50–

$360.50. 8 pm.

MON, SEP 21
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

VS PHILADELPHIA FLYERS: 
$20–$245. 7 pm.

WED, SEP 23
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLAND-

ERS VS. NEW JERSEY DEVILS: 
$20–$245. 7 pm.

FRI, SEP 25
MUSIC, R. KELLY: $60.50–$130.50. 

8 pm.

SAT, SEP 26
MUSIC, ARIANA GRANDE: 

$35.50–$695. 7:30 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

MADONNA

Below the belt: Champion 
wrestler John Cena will fight 
off challengers at Barclays 
Center on Aug. 24.
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COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER
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Choreography by Shannon 
Hummel in collaboration with 

the performers

By Eric Faynberg
The Brooklyn Paper

T
his show for cut-ups may cut 
deep.

Comedians will take to a Wil-
liamsburg stage to disparage, insult, 
and mock each other in “Roast Battle,” 
a no-jokes barred competition for the 
most devastating take-down, at the 
Knitting Factory on Aug. 28. 

Three of the comedians on the 
card will have a home-venue ad-
vantage: Will Miles, Kenny DeFor-
est, and Clark Jones are the hosts of 
“Comedy at the Knitting Factory,” a 
weekly show that will kick-off the 
funny festival on Aug. 23. The friends 
and sometime-roommates took over 
the show’s hosting duties from Com-
edy Central star Hannibal Burress 

at the beginning of this year.
The comic triumvirate may not 

have to face each other — the Bat-
tle is a series of one-on-one diss du-
els, with winners determined by a 
panel of judges — but they say that 
friendship is the best preparation 
for a roast.

“We pretty much roast each other 
on stage during the show anyway,” 
said DeForest. “Most of my friend-
ships are based on roasting each an-
other.”

Miles says that the festival of in-
sults will be a challenge, because his 
comedy is more story-based. 

“That’s the show I’m most ner-
vous about,” Miles said. “I’m from 
Chicago, so I spent plenty of time 
roasting in school. But I’m not a 
roast guy.”

And Jones says there are some 
lines he will not cross.

“Sometimes you write something 
that could hurt someone for real,” 
Jones said, but he wants to avoid that. 
“Let’s talk about that shirt a guy’s 
got on. That’s whack. He should not 
have worn that. Kenny looks like a 

hipster basketball coach.”
“Or those jeans Clark’s got on,” 

said DeForest, about the comic’s hole-
riddled jeans. “He looks like Nirva-
na’s first black fan. Straight out of 
Forever 21.”

The insult event’s co-creator, 
Rell Battle, says that most comics 
go right for the personal character-
istics of their opponent. He recalled 
one notable insult: “We had one guy 
who said that this fat dude he was 
battling had just finished filming 
‘Planet of the Apes’ — where he 
starred as the planet.”

The competition is no place to hold 
back, said Battle.

“Roast battle is vicious,” he said. 
“This is not nice. This is for people who 
want to hear s--- spoken well. If you’re 
the PC police, get the f--- out.”

A bloody battle of wits
Comedians compete in insult extravaganza

Roast beasts: Comedy trio Will Miles, Kenny DeForest, and Clark Jones will cut down other comics in a competitive roast on Aug. 29.
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Brooklyn Comedy Festival Kick-
off Party at the Knitting Fac-
tory [361 Metropolitan Ave at 
Havemeyer Street in Williamsburg, 
www.bkcomedyfestival.com]. Aug. 
23 at 9 pm. $7 ($5 in advance).

Roast Battle at the Knitting Fac-
tory. Aug. 29 at 11:30 pm. $15 ($10 
in advance).

C O M E DY
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www.eventbrite.com/e/
foraging-for-wellness-tick-
ets-17588016230. 

ART, “SUMMERSCAPES,” 
“BLACK & WHITE”: Brook-
lyn Waterfront Coalition’s 
two summer shows: “Sum-
merscapes” comes from the 
imaginations of 200 local 
artists, from dreamscapes 
to cityscapes, and “Black & 
White” shows 81 pieces in 
all media in more than 50 
shades of grey. Free. 1–6 
pm. Brooklyn Waterfront 
Artists Coalition [499 Van 
Brunt St., near Reed Street 
in Red Hook, (718) 596–
2506], www.bwac.org. 

ART, MORGAN FINE ARTS 
AND FILM CENTER OPEN 
STUDIOS: The 13th an-
nual open studios will 
feature multimedia artist 
and singer-songwriter Jack 
Early, as well as two dozen 
painters, sculptors, silk 
screen artists, illustrators, 
photographers, cerami-
cists, and fi lmmakers in their 
studios. Free. 2–10 pm. 
Morgan Fine Arts and Film 
Center [649 Morgan Ave 
between Nassau and Nor-
man avenues in Greenpoint, 
(646) 302–5775], www.mor-
ganfi neartsbldg.com. 

READING, DANA WAR-
RIOR: Wife of the wrestling 
legend, Dana Warrior cel-
ebrates her new book “The 
Ultimate Warrior: A Life 
Lived “Forever”: The legend 
of a WWE Hero.” Free. 3–5 
pm. PowerHouse Arena [37 
Main St. at Water Street in 
Dumbo, (718) 666–3049], 
www.powerhousearena.
com. 

READING, “PWEZI AK MIZIK 
ANBA TONÈL” (A NIGHT 
OF POETRY AND MUSIC): 
Haiti Cultural Exchange 
presents a tribute to the 
pioneers of Haitian Creole 
Poetry. $10 Suggested 
Donation. 6–9 pm. Shape-
shifter Lab [18 Whitwell 
Place, between Carroll and 
First streets in Gowanus, 
(646) 820–9452], www.
shapeshifterlab.com. 

COMEDY, POP AMERICANO 
2: Brandon Collins and Mike 
Brown host this night of pop 
culture humor, incorporat-
ing news clips, sound bites 
and funny anecdotes. $12 
($8 in advance). 7 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com.  

SUN, AUG. 23
MUSIC, THE 10TH BROOK-

LYN COUNTRY MUSIC 
FESTIVAL: Featuring Ram-
blin’ Jack Elliot, Mamie 
Minch, Jan Bell & the May-
belles, The Third Wheel 
Band, Abby Hollander 
Band, Demolition String 
Band, and Sheriff & The 
Goodtimers. $30 ($25 in 

advance). 3 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

FIELD DAY: Bring the whole 
family for fun games of Bas-
ketball, soccer, bocce, hand-
ball, volleyball and more. 
Free. 10 am – 2 pm. Pier 5 
(Joralemon St. and Furman 
St. in Brooklyn Heights), 
www.nycgovparks.org. 

EVERGREENS CEMETERY 
WALKING TOUR: Free. 
11:30 am. Evergeen Cem-
etery [1629 Bushwick Ave. at 
Conway Street in Bushwick, 
(718) 455–5300], www.
theevergreens.org. 

DANCE CLASS AND COCK-
TAILS WITH TEDDY TED-
HOLM: Teddy Tedholm (“So 
You Think You Can Dance”) 
hosts an evening of contem-
porary dance for all levels. 
Dress to move! Free. 8:30 
pm. Kickstarter (58 Kent St. 
between West and Frank-
lin streets in Greenpoint), 
www.kickstarter.com. 

MON, AUG. 24
SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-

CLONES VS. HUDSON 
VALLEY RENEGADES: $10. 
7 pm. MCU Park [1904 Surf 
Ave. at W. 17th St. in Coney 
Island, (718) 449–8497], 
www.brooklyncyclones.
com. 

READING, BOOTS RILEY: The 
poet, rapper, and political 
activist discusses how art 
and politics fuel one an-
other in “Boots Riley: Tell 
Homeland Security – We 
Are the Bomb.” Free. 7–9 
pm. PowerHouse Arena [37 
Main St. at Water Street in 
Dumbo, (718) 666–3049], 
www.powerhousearena.
com. 

COMEDY, ASK ME AN-
OTHER: Puzzlemaster Will 
Shortz and Peter Sagal host 
a rambunctious hour that 
blends brainteasers and 
local pub trivia night with 
comedy and music. With 
guests Sonia Manzano and 
Emilio Delgado. $25 ($20 
in advance). 7:30 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

BED-STUY BINGO: Borscht 
belt comedian and drag 
king Murray Hill brings his 
bingo party to Bedford-
Stuyvesant. Free. 7:30 pm. 
C’Mon Everybody (325 
Franklin Ave. between Clif-
ton Place and Greene Ave-
nue in Bedford-Stuyvesant).

MUSIC, DÄLEK, PUBLICIST 
UK, AZAR SWAN: $12 
($10 in advance). 8 pm. St. 
Vitus Bar (1120 Manhat-
tan Ave. between Clay and 
Box streets in Greenpoint), 
www.saintvitusbar.com. 

TUES, AUG. 25
SALSA: For those 60 and 

older. Free. 10:30 am. Park 
Slope Senior Center (463a 
Seventh St. between Sixth 
and Seventh avenues in Park 

Slope), www.parkslopese-
niorcenter.org. 

BATTLE OF BROOKLYN 
NEIGHBORHOOD WALK: 
Join archaeology profes-
sor William J. Parry for a 
walk exploring key sites 
in the Battle of Brooklyn, 
the fi rst major battle of the 
American Revolution. Wear 
comfortable shoes for this 
fact-fi lled excursion. Light 
refreshments will be served. 
Meet at the Grand Army 
Plaza entrance to Prospect 
Park. $12. 6pm. Grand 
Army Plaza (Union Street 
between Flatbush Avenue 
and Prospect Park West in 
Park Slope). 

PORTRAIT PHOTOGRAPHY 
ROOFTOP EVENT: Focus 
Camera and Sony present 
an interactive photography 
workshop, with a chance 
to use the Sony A7 camera 
series. Also offering hors 
d’oeuvres and an open bar. 
RSVP at rsvp@focuscamera.
com or text ‘Sony’ to 670-
76. Free. 6 pm. W Loft [240 
Kent Ave. at N. First Street 
in Williamsburg, (718) 310–
3040], www.thewloft.com. 

READING, BRENNA EH-
RLICH: The founder of 
the small press and record 
label All Ages, presents 
her debut novel, “Placid 
Girl.” Free. 7 pm. Word 
Bookstore [126 Franklin St. 
between Milton and Noble 
streets in Greenpoint, (718) 
383–0096], www.word-
brooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, LAUBROCK, 
JOHNSON, JOHNSON 
& TAKEISHI; JASMINE 
LOVELL-SMITH’S TOWER-
ING POPPIES: $15. 8:30 
pm. Ibeam Music Studio 
(168 Seventh St. between 
Second and Third avenues 
in Gowanus), www.ibeam-
brooklyn.com. 

COMEDY, SOFT SPOT COM-
EDY: Comics Claudia Cogan 
and Brendan McLaughlin 
gather a few of their favorite 
stand-up comedians. $5. 
8:30 pm. Threes Brewing 
[333 Douglass St. between 
Third and Fourth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 522–2110], 
www.threesbrewing.com/
eventscalendar. 

WED, AUG. 26
HISTORIC TROLLEY TOUR 

OF GREEN-WOOD CEM-
ETERY: Tour takes about 
two hours. Reservations 
are recommended. $15. 
1 pm. Green-Wood Cem-
etery [Fifth Avenue and 
25th Street in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 210–3080], 
www.green-wood.com. 

BRAIN AND BODY EXERCISE: 
For those 60 and older. 
Free. 2 pm. Park Slope Se-
nior Center (463a Seventh 
St. between Sixth and Sev-
enth avenues in Park Slope), 
www.parkslopeseniorcen-
ter.org. 

MUSIC, WYATT, MY MID-
NIGHT HEART: Part of the 
“Garden Groove” series, 
presented by BAM. Free. 5 
pm. Garden of Hope (392 

Hancock St. between Mar-
cus Garvey Boulevard and 
Throop Avenue in Bedford-
Stuyvesant), www.bam.org. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-
CLONES VS. HUDSON 
VALLEY RENEGADES: $10. 
7 pm. MCU Park [1904 Surf 
Ave. at W. 17th St. in Coney 
Island, (718) 449–8497], 
www.brooklyncyclones.
com. 

MUSIC, “KEY LARGO”: 
Screening of 1948’s “Key 
Largo,” as part of the “Bog-
art and Bacall Movie Night” 
presented by BAMcine-
matek. Free. 7:30 pm. Gar-
den of Hope (392 Hancock 
St. between Marcus Garvey 
Boulevard and Throop Ave-
nue in Bedford-Stuyvesant), 
www.bam.org. 

COMEDY, THE BIG TERRIFIC 
COMEDY SHOW: Standup 
comedy, hosted by Max 
Silvestri. Free. 8 pm. Cameo 
Gallery [93 N. Sixth St. be-
tween Wythe Avenue and 
Berry Street in Williams-
burg, (718) 302–1180], www.
cameony.net. 

TRIVIA AT UNCLE BARRY’S: 
Every Wednesday Night 
is Trivia Night, where the 
winning team gets a $50 
bar tab. Free. 9 pm. Uncle 
Barry’s [58 Fifth Avenue be-
tween Bergen Street and St. 
Marks Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 622–4980], www.un-
clebarrys.com. 

THURS, AUG. 27
FREE HOURS: Children enjoy 

the museum free of charge 
on Thursdays in the sum-
mer! Free. 2 pm to 6 pm. 
Brooklyn Children’s Mu-
seum [145 Brooklyn Ave. at 
St. Marks Avenue in Crown 
Heights, (718) 735–4400], 
www.brooklynkids.org. 

HEALTH FAIR AND OPEN 
HOUSE: Prominis will be 
treating the community 
to free food, free health 
screenings, and pedicures 
for seniors. Free. 3–6 pm. 
Prominis Doctor’s Offi ce 
[170 Frost St. between Hum-
boldt Street and Graham 
Avenue in Williamsburg, 
(718) 388–6629], www.pro-
minis.com. 

FILM, “DIE HARD”: Syfy Mov-
ies with a View presents 
music at 6 pm, with movies 
starting at sundown. Free. 
6 pm. Brooklyn Bridge Park, 
Harbor View Lawn (Furman 
Street at Old Fulton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights), www.
brooklynbridgepark.org. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-
CLONES VS. ABERDEEN 
IRONBIRDS: $10. 7 pm. 
MCU Park [1904 Surf Ave. 
at W. 17th St. in Coney Is-
land, (718) 449–8497], www.
brooklyncyclones.com. 

FRI, AUG. 28
ART, IN SEARCH OF ONE 

CITY: Sensing (In)equal-
ity: 3–6 pm. See Friday, 
Aug. 21. 

BACK-TO-SCHOOL HEALTH 
FAIR: Interfaith Medical 

Center offers entertain-
ment, giveaways, and free 
school supplies, as well as 
free nutritional, vision and 
dental screenings. Free. 9 
am–2 pm. Interfaith Medical 
Center, (718) 613–4000. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-
CLONES VS. ABERDEEN 
IRONBIRDS: $10. 7 pm. 
MCU Park [1904 Surf Ave. 
at W. 17th St. in Coney Is-
land, (718) 449–8497], www.
brooklyncyclones.com. 

FAMILY CAMPING: Families 
enjoy the great outdoors 
under the starts for a slee-
pover. Tents are provided, 
space is limited; chosen by 
lottery. Free. 7 pm to 7 am. 
Marine Park [East 36th St. 
and Avenue U in Marine 
Park, (718) 421–2021], ny-
cgovparks.org. 

THEATER, “SEUSSICAL THE 
MUSICAL”: 8 pm. See Sat-
urday, Aug. 22. 

FRIDAY NIGHT FIREWORKS: 
9:30 pm. See Friday, Aug. 
21. 

BURLESQUE ON THE BEACH 
— WORLD FAMOUS 
BOB’S DRAG RACE: $15. 
10 pm. Sideshows by the 
Seashore [1208 Surf Ave. 
between W. 12th Street and 
Stillwell Avenue in Coney Is-
land, (718) 372–5159], www.
coneyisland.com. 

SAT, AUG. 29
MUSIC, STEVE GUNN AND 

SPECIAL GUESTS: Free. 
2–6 pm. Union Pool [484 
Union Ave. at Meeker Av-
enue in Williamsburg, (718) 
609–0484], www.union-
pool.com. 

THEATER, COLORS OF COM-
MUNITY: An evening of 
theater that focuses on 
social issues that divide 
communities followed by a 
discussion. Suggested do-
nation. 6 pm. MoCADA [80 
Hanson Pl. at South Port-
land Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(718) 230–0952], www.mo-
cada.org. 

WAKU WAKU: A new Japa-
nese pop culture festival, 
bringing together the 
worlds of anime, manga, 
music, food, fi lm, and 
fashion. $15–$65. 10 am. 
Brooklyn Expo Center 
[72 Noble St. at Franklin 
Street in Greenpoint, (718) 
951–4500]. www.wakuwaku-
nyc.com.

SOAP BOX DERBY: Watch 
children hurtle down 17th 
Street in funky, eco-friendly 
contraptions. It’s the Eighth 
annual Open Source Soap 
Box Derby! Free. Noon. 
Open Source Gallery [306 
17th St. at Sixth Avenue in 
Park Slope, (315) 382–7398], 
open-source-gallery.org/
koko. 

FILM, GHOUL-A-GO-GO: The 
mash-up of horror show 
hosts and kids’ dance party 
has a special screening. 
$10. 8:30 pm. Coney Island 
Museum [1208 Surf Ave. 
between W. 12th Street and 
Stillwell Avenue in Coney Is-
land, (718) 372–5159], www.
coneyisland.com. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 6

By Harry MacCormack
The Brooklyn Paper

H
ere’s your chance to see the Hump!

A touring festival of amateur porn is 
coming to Brooklyn for the first time on 

Aug. 28. Seattle’s annual Hump! Festival has 
showcased regular-person smut since 2005, 
and its traveling version stuffs 18 of the festi-
val’s best entries into a single steamy screen-
ing. The curator of the festival, sex-advice 
columnist Dan Savage, says that the show 
offers up “crazy, fun personal porn.”

The often-humorous scenes of rumpy-
pumpy cover a broad spectrum of sexuali-
ties, genders, and kinks, and Savage says 
that people grow to love the variety during 
the course of the festival.

“All anyone ever sees in the beginning is 
the difference, and about a third of the way 
through everyone is relaxed and cheering,” 
said Savage. “At some point everyone is 
tapped into what is exactly the same.”

Despite the diversity of creators, Savage 
and the team who choose the films (“the 
hump jury”) often find submissions trending 

towards a particular theme each year.
“We get these zeitgeisty things, like one 

year we got like five or six James Bond par-
odies. This year it was a lot of lesbian films 
using fruit and vegetables as both sex toys and 
metaphors,” Savage said. “It was a crowded 
field for mango in p---- this year.”

Organizers will crack the whip on anyone 
who violates the screening’s  strict no-photog-
raphy policy, part of the festival’s  commitment 
to keeping participants off the Internet. 

“It’s become a little more difficult in re-
cent years, but there really are no excep-
tions,” said Savage. “If you take out your 
phone, we’ll grab it and turn it off, and be-
fore we get there, the audience is usually 
trying to grab the phone too.”

Here it comes
Touring amateur porn fest 
will steam up Bklyn crowds

Lucky strike: Hump! Festival founder Dan Savage poses with the star of “Anal 
Alley,” one of the films included in the amateur porn festival.
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Hump! Festival at Roulette [509 Atlan-
tic Ave. at Third Street in Boerum Hill, 
(917) 267–0363, www.roulette.org]. Aug. 
28 at 7 pm and 9 pm and Aug. 29 at 6 pm, 
8 pm, and 10 pm. $25. 

F E S T I VA L
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team’s punch-
less line-up.

“We’re strug-
gling for a lead-
off hitter, a 
three-hole hit-
ter, a four-hole,” 
the skipper said. 
“The holes in the 
dam are beyond 

fixable.”
The numbers on offense 

might be explainable if the 
Cyclones were facing Clayton 
Kershaw, Zack Greinke, and 
Felix Hernandez on a nightly 
basis. Instead a large number 
of pitchers will likely not make 
it to the major leagues.

“I’m just not impressed 
with the pitching I’m see-
ing against us,” Gamboa 
said. “I wish we were facing 

prospects. I could say to the 
guys, ‘Hey, you faced a Ma-
jor League pitcher tonight.’ 
But on most nights that’s not 
the case.”

There are a number of hit-
ters who are swinging for 
home runs when a single the 
other way would be enough. 
For instance, the Gamby 
doesn’t understand why light-
hitting Alfredo Reyes tries to 
blast pitches over the walls of 
MCU Park.

 “He actually thinks he can 
hit the ball out of the ballpark, 
which is just crazy,” the field 
general said. “He couldn’t hit 
the ball out of the ballpark if 
he stood at second base with 
a fungo.”

However, Gamby is pleased 
with Reyes’s defense, which 

was lousy at the beginning of 
the season.

“I think the people are see-
ing Alfredo Reyes play phe-
nomenal shortstop. I mean 
night in and night out,” he 
said. “To his credit, for a solid 
month now, he’s making all 
the plays every which way, 
the slow hit ball, to his left, to 
his right. And of course he’s 
got a shotgun for an arm. I 
hope the people are having fun 
watching him play as much 
as we are.”

Fourth-round pick David 
Thompson was one of the na-
tion’s leading power hitters at 
Miami but he did something 
last week that came as a sur-
prise to Gamboa.

“We were shocked to see 
him get a walk,” he said. “No-

W edding bells rang 
last weekend for 
my niece, the old-

est of all the children of me 
and my siblings. We’re not 
a large family, but every-
one from all three genera-
tions gathered to celebrate 
the nuptials, visit, and have 
some fun together.

During the festivities I re-
alized that for me, my parents, 
their parents and stretching 
back forever, the expectations 
were clear — you grow up and 
start your own family. Look-
ing at my daughters, I’m not 
sure I’ve given them the right 
message. 

I’m definitely one of those 
parents who tells my kids to 
follow their passions, do what 
they love, and be their own 
person. That seems well and 
good, but does it lead to lives 
that wander without direction, 
shifting focus as they find new 
interests? Growing up with 
clear expectations handed 
down from my parents gave 
me something solid to build 

Kids today can’t commit!
on, or at times to 
push against. 

For me, ado-
lescence was the 
period of life for 
straying from 
the path laid be-
fore me, experi-
menting and ex-
ploring, swerving from side 
to side, so to speak, until I 
found myself firmly on the 
road as a young adult. My 
daughters certainly have that 
first part down, investigating 
and journeying through the 
world around them. Do they 
have something clear they’re 
aiming for? 

I worry that without expec-
tations and direction, it will 
be easy for my daughters to 
lack commitment and never 
fully invest in whatever they 
choose to do. Having the tar-
get of home and family keeps 
a focus on the future and will 
help them weigh decisions not 
simply on how happy they are 
at that moment, but how it fits 
in with other aspirations. 

Much has been written 
about my kids’ generation’s 
unwillingness to form com-
mitted relationships, choos-
ing instead the hook-up cul-
ture. I’m sure that is fun in 
the moment, but where does 
it leave you when you want a 
partner to start a family with? 
How do you learn to be in a 
strong relationship without a 
couple of those false starts of 
young adulthood?

Clearly, I’m pro-family, but 
I do realize my daughters may 
make other choices. Even if 
they decide not to have chil-
dren, or to stay single, the 
point is having a direction and 
sticking with it. They will, 
like virtually everyone, give 
something up; picking a path 

means giving up other des-
tinations, but without mak-
ing choices they will end up 
nowhere.

Even that much, though, 
starts by communicating 
expectations and demand-
ing commitment, requir-
ing my girls to take on re-
sponsibilities and fulfilling 
them rather than condoning 
a constant shifting of inter-
ests. Eventually this is the 
path to work, long-term re-
lationships, a home and a life 
of their own. 

I look forward to their 
weddings, to playing with 
grandchildren and enjoying 
my family’s next generation. 
My girls may have different 
plans for themselves and for 
me, but as long as they commit 
to something (and, hopefully, 
someone) I will accept they’ve 
found their own path and are 
heading somewhere. 

This is the expectation I 
need to make clear to them 
—  and that I will get a good 
seat at their weddings.

By Scott Sager

The 
Dad

Summer in New York 
is nothing if not pun-
gent. So pungent that 

there are certain smells that 
conjure up a New York Au-
gust the way the smell of cray-
ons whisks you right back to 
first grade. 

“I used to work in Flat-
bush and in the summer the 
fish store kept its door open,” 
recalls Megan Perlleshi, a 
mom of two who has since 
moved to Long Island. Ev-
ery time she neared the shop 
she would literally sprint out 
into the street until she was 
past the miasma. The aroma? 
“Fish and garbage.” 

It is a city summer combo 
others remarked upon, too.

For marketing consultant 
Amanda Hass, it is the smell 
of dying flowers that she as-
sociates with the Upper East 
Side in August. 

“Most residents are gone 
to their summer places,” Hass 
says. So the bodega flowers 
wilt right along with the rest 
of us, giving off a sad scent. 
By contrast, Hass added, the 
open windows to hot laundry 
rooms give the air a fresh Clo-
rox smell that makes up for 
the funereal flora. 

Rain in the city summer 
also has a special smell. 

“Warm rain on hot as-
phalt in Brooklyn is a mem-
ory I’ve carried with me my 
whole life,” says media strate-
gist Liz Polay-Wettengel, who 
now lives in Massachusetts. 

Business editor Patrick 

Rizzo, still here in Gotham, 
is specific in the type of rain 
that brings him back: the sud-
den sun shower. 

And then there are all the 
foods smells on steroids the 
minute the mercury hits 90. 
Walk by a greengrocer and 
the peaches are positively se-
ductive. They make you want 
to eat healthy.

There are also the smells 
that make you want to eat 
charred meat — lots of it, im-
mediately, even if you are a 
vegan with a history of heart 
issues. 

“Walking through the 
park on the West Side High-
way in that huge multi-racial 
area of picnics, smelling de-
licious barbecue from all of 
the world…” That smell sends 
transit worker Mike Ecker into 
a tizzy.

The sticky sweet smell of 
candied nuts does it for Tatum 
Barrows, a high-school grad 
from Long Island working in 
the city for the summer. For 
Martin Kleinman, author of 
“The Home Front,” it’s “the 
wild scallions that grew along 
the fence to the V.A. Hospi-
tal in Kingsbridge.” 

He’s right — neigh-
borhoods have their own 
smells. 

“The smell of anisette toast 
wafting from the Stella D’Oro 
Bakery as you whiz through 
Riverdale on the Major Dee-
gan Expressway” remains a 
local scent memory for Sta-
cey Gordon and legions of 
Bronx dwellers.

At the other end of the 
city, lifelong New Yorker and 
clown entrepreneur (yup!) Mi-
chael Fandal recalls growing 
up in Coney Island, seven sec-
onds from the beach. 

“Summers included ocean 
air, rich and invigorating, 
and the smell of morning 
cold beach sand beneath the 
Boardwalk.” 

There were also Nathan’s 
hot dogs and fries, over-
flowing litter cans, and styl-
ish women in their summer 
dresses, all wafting their par-
ticular perfumes, which min-
gled with the whiff of coffee 
whenever anyone opened the 
door of a Dunkin’ Donuts, 
and chlorine whenever you 
walked by a public pool.

Cut grass and freshly 
turned dirt send Michael 

Virgintino back to child-
hood in the Bronx, where 
he helped his dad tend their 
small yard and otherwise was 
constantly playing baseball 
on park fields. 

Writer Nancy Mattia 
claims it is car exhaust that 
brings a smile. When she was 
growing up in Bensonhurst, 
Vito the Ice Cream Man would 
drive down her street on sum-
mer nights. 

“Because I lived down the 
block, I would pass the back 
of his truck first with its en-
gine running.” Hence the as-
sociation of associates exhaust 
fumes with joy. 

And then there is the city 
scent that stands above — 
or really, below — them all. 
The one you smell without 
even descending the stairs. 
New Yorkers have likened it 
to “someone getting a perm 
in the sewer under a slaugh-
terhouse,” “the armpit of Sa-
tan” “inside the stomach of a 
sick animal” and perhaps most 
aptly, “a warm metallic smell 
with hints of urine.”

Some day in some far off 
town you may catch a whiff 
of something similar and be 
instantly transported back to 
the New York City Subway on 
a sizzling summer day.

May that memory be 
sweet. 

Or at least tolerable. 
Lenore Skenazy is a key-

note speaker and author 
and founder of the book 
and blog Free-Range Kids.

Ah, the smells of August

By Lenore Skenazy

T
he All-Star break was 
a relief for the 25–30 
Brooklyn Cyclones, 

which lost the final six games 
before the break, falling from 
first to worst in the McNa-
mara Division, and putting the 
team’s record of never hav-
ing a sub-.500 season in its 
history in jeopardy.

And Manager Tom Gam-
boa knows exactly where 
to place the blame: on his 

body in the dugout could re-
member the last time David 
Thompson got a base on balls. 
We say that kiddingly because 
he’s a first-year guy and for 
whatever reason he refuses 
to take walks. He wants to 
swing at everything and his 
average is showing him that 
that’s just not possible. I think 
he’s going to be a fine player 
once he gets his feet on the 
ground and learns the strike 
zone.”

How bad has the Cyclones 
offense been? Some of the hit-
ters might need to take the 
mound to stay around. Gam-
boa has used Pedro Perez and 
Zach Mathieu as pitchers.

“On the last road trip, with 
some of the front office peo-
ple in, we needed a position 
player to pitch and I deliber-
ately had him throw so that 
they could see Pedro to try to 
plant the seed of maybe a con-
version with him, because he 
does have a good arm.”

The last 20 games will 
be an interesting test for 
the Cyclones. Can they go 
from worst to first and win 
the McNamara Division? Or 
will they finish with the first 
losing record in team history? 
Or both?

Of course, there were some 

CRUISE CONTROL: Andrew Church cruised through 
the first six innings of Aug. 16’s game against Hud-
son Valley allowing only a single and a hit batter.
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Why are the Cyclones in last place? 

bright spots in the first half of 
the season, and three of them 
represented the squad at this 
year’s big game in Aberdeen. 
Pitchers Gaby Almonte and 

Alex Palsha were selected 
along with second baseman 
Vinny Siena, and the team’s 
skipper couldn’t be happier 
for them.

“They picked the right 
guys,” Tom Gamboa said. 
“Siena, for a solid five weeks 
hit .340. He leveled off a lit-
tle bit but he’s had a fine year 
overall defensively and with 
the bat.”

Palsha was a no-brainer, 
converting his first 11 save 
chances without giving up a 
run, and Almonte leads the 
team with six wins. 

After a 15–6 start, Brook-
lyn lost 24 of its next 34. Still, 
the Clones are only three and 
a half games behind the Evil 
Empire of the New York-Penn 
League, the Staten Island Yan-
kees, who sit in first place at 
press time.

“There’s so much parity in 
the league,” said Gamboa. “I 
think it looks like it’s going 
to go to the last week of this 
thing to see who comes out 
on top.”

The Cyclones will finish 
the season against the hated 
Staten Island Yankees.

“I just noticed the other 
day that we play the last three 
games at home against Staten 
Island and it’d be exciting for 
everybody if it came down 
to that.”

It won’t be exciting if the 
Cyclones are eliminated by 
then, and the team won’t 
be in contention if the bats 
don’t wake up in the final 
20 games. 

Just like Gamby says.

By David Russell

Diamond
Dave’s
Cyclones Report

By Max Jaeger
The Brooklyn Paper

It is off by a mile.
A developer’s plan to build 

luxury apartments on top of 
the Brooklyn Heights library 
but construct the develop-
ment’s below-market-rate 
housing on a separate site in 
Clinton Hill will unfairly seg-
regate the rich from the poor, 
say local residents.

“The proposal calls for 
building apartments for the 
poor in a poor neighborhood 
a mile away from Brooklyn 
Heights,” said Cobble Hill 
resident Donald Fleck, one of 
several residents who spoke 
against the divided housing 
during a public hearing on 
the plans for the library de-
velopment at Borough Hall on 
Tuesday. “This proposal per-
petuates the two-cities model 
by keeping the poor with the 
poor and the affluent with the 
affluent.”

Developer Hudson Com-
panies is seeking the city’s 
okay to buy the book reposi-
tory on Cadman Plaza West at 
Tillary Street for $52 million 
and build a 36-story residential 
skyscraper on top, with a new 
library at the bottom.

The company is promising 
to include below-market-rate 
housing as part of its pitch, 
but the city doesn’t require de-
velopers to actually build so-
called affordable housing in 
the same property as its mar-
ket-rate units — just the same 
community board — so Hud-
son is instead proposing to con-
struct the cheaper units across 
two new nine-story buildings 
at 1041 Fulton St. and 911 At-
lantic Ave. in Clinton Hill.

The developer says it is 
not trying to keep lower-in-
come residents out of its tony 
Heights tower — it claims it 

can offer more below-market 
apartments if it puts them on a 
separate site than it could by 
building them in the library 
high-rise. 

If it kept them in one spot, 
the less-expensive pads would 
compete with the market-rate 
ones for space in the tower, 
and the project would not be 
financially feasible, said David 
Kramer, principal at developer 
Hudson Companies.

Kramer says the company 
chose sites in the less-afflu-
ent Clinton Hill for the below-
market buildings because they 
were the right price at the right 
time.

“We found two sites, and it 
was very hard to find any sites, 
because it’s a difficult market 
out there,” he said.

But one detractor claimed 
Hudson could still turn a 
profit with below-market-
rate housing on-site, point-
ing to Manhattan’s Donnall 
Library,  which another de-
veloper bought for $59 mil-
lion in 2007  and is now ask-
ing  $60 million for the top two 
floors alone . 

“They’re selling the pent-
house for more than they paid 
for the site,” Paula Glatzer 
said of the Manhattan devel-
opment.

Hudson plans to build 139 
units of housing on the library 
site and says it will build an-
other 114 units in the Clinton 
Hill buildings — two-thirds of 
which will go to people earn-
ing at or below the city’s me-
dian income — which the state 
says is $60,000 for a single 
person to $86,000 for a family 
of four. The remainder of the 
apartments will be designated 
for people making more than 
the median, plans show. 

The below-market-rate 
rents will range from $850 to 
$3,623 per month, depending 

Ivory tower
Residents: Library housing 
plan divides rich and poor

By Harry MacCormack
The Brooklyn Paper

Coney Island has amuse-
ment parks, Brooklyn Heights 
has the Promenade, and now 
Greenpoint has Citi Bike.

The blue-bicycle-rental 
program expanded to Brook-
lyn’s most northerly neighbor-
hood last week, and day-trip-
pers say they finally have a 
reason to visit — and a way 
to get around once they’re 
there.

“Having the bikes here is 
cool,” said Al Cartwright, a 
Citi Bike member who trav-
elled all the way from his home 
on the distant island of Man-
hattan to bomb around Green-
point on the bulky bikes two 
days after stations began ar-
riving in the nabe. “I’ve never 
been to the neighborhood be-
fore so it’s been good being 
able to cruise around.”

Citi Bike installed its first 
Greenpoint station last Thurs-
day at Franklin and Dupont 
streets near the waterfront, 
where developers are  currently 
constructing the Greenpoint 
Landing mega-development . 
It has since added another 18 

It’s a road trip! 
Tourists visit G’point for new Citi Bikes

Citi Bikes awaiting sightseers outside McCarren Park.
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docks to the nabe, and one 
more is on the way, accord-
ing to a spokeswoman.

Local merchants say 
they haven’t seen an up-
tick in business — yet — 
but some residents are wor-
ried the bike-bound visitors 
could bring more hassles 
than cash to the area. 

“Maybe they’ll help local 
business, or maybe they’ll 
annoy drivers,” said Jenni-

fer Nowak, a Greenpoint 
mother who lives near the 
Franklin and Dupont dock. 
“I know people see it both 
ways about the bikers we al-
ready have.”

The program is also in-
troducing the bikes to Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant, and adding 
more docks to Williamsburg, 
which it says should be up 
and running by the end of 
summer.

A map showing the new Citi Bike dock locations 
in Greenpoint.
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(Above) Hundreds of 
people showed up to 
the Beep’s hearing on 
a proposal to sell the 
Brooklyn Heights library 
and replace it with a 
skyscraper. (Left) De-
velopers are promising 
to create this below-
market-rate apartment 
building at 911 Atlantic 
Ave. in Clinton Hill if the 
city approves a plan to 
sell the library.
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on apartment size and the num-
ber of residents, according to 
the developer.

Tuesday’s meeting was part 
of a public review process the 
city and developer must go 
through to sanction the prop-
erty’s sale, build a new library, 
and modify existing zoning 

permits on the site. 
Community Board 2  al-

ready okayed the plan in July . 
Now it is on Borough Pres-
ident Adams’s desk, before 
it heads to the City Planning 
Commission and then city 
council — which ultimately 
gets to say yea or nay regard-

less of what the community 
board or Beep decides.

The Beep said he hasn’t de-
cided whether he’ll support 
the plan, but generally, he be-
lieves the more below-market-
rate housing, the better.

“I lean toward getting the 
highest volume of afford-
able units as possible,” Ad-
ams said.

By Ruth Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

Gov. Cuomo has scuttled  a 
bill that would allow the state 
to save a beloved neighbor-
hood senior center and day-
care from eviction.

The Swinging Sixties Se-
nior Center and Small World 
Day Care at the corner of Ain-

slie Street and Manhattan Av-
enue has been in danger of 
losing its home of 41 years 
since new landlords purchased 
the property in late 2003 and  
 served their new tenants with 
eviction papers. .

 The legislature in June 
passed a bill  that would give 
the state the power to seize the 

building via eminent domain, 
but Cuomo nixed the proposal 
on Thursday, arguing it didn’t 
provide enough protections 
for the landlord.

The center is still fighting 
the eviction in court, but had 
hoped to use the bill as a bar-
gaining chip in negotiations 
with the landlords.

Gov vetoes bill to save center
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