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WHY WE’RE 

PINK 
O

ur best scoops come from you, 
our loyal readers. You told us 
how much you enjoyed our 
inaugural “pink paper” issue 

last year to commemorate Breast Can-
cer Awareness Month, and asked us 

to make it an annual print tra-
dition. 

We are delighted to 
oblige, with a focus 

this year on vol-
unteers. They 
are the unsung 

heroes whose 
efforts behind the 

scenes are instrumen-
tal in turning tragedy into 

triumph for millions of Ameri-
cans every year. These selfless in-

dividuals, families, community groups, 
schools, and corporations toil diligently 
and mostly without fanfare — sometimes 

around the clock — to do their part in help-
ing to conquer a potentially killer disease 
that will claim the lives of 40,000 women 
and 440 men before the year ends, accord-
ing to the American Cancer Society.

The good news is:
• There are more than 2.8 million breast 

cancer survivors in the United States to-
day.

• The five-year relative survival rate for 
female invasive breast cancer patients has 
jumped from 75 percent in the mid-1970s 
to 90 percent today. 

The strides can be attributed in no small 
measure to the ordinary people who rise to 
the extraordinary occasion, demonstrat-
ing time and again the incredible strength 
and power of unity when affliction strikes. 
Breast Cancer Awareness Month is an op-
portunity for us at Community News Group 
to praise altruists of all stripes, share some 
of their stories, and herald them for com-

mandeering the spirit needed to aid and 
support the stricken on their difficult jour-
ney to good health. 

Like most people, my husband and I 
have had friends and family who have 
battled cancer, including a close friend 
who has survived three bouts with breast 
cancer. Anyone who has watched the im-
pact of this terrible disease on sufferers 
and their loved ones understands the ur-
gent need to find a cure. 

We hope our second annual “pink pa-
per” publications and their inspirational 
stories about our common human desire 
to help others will encourage our read-
ers to volunteer in their communities, in 
order to give breast cancer patients the 
hope and support they urgently need and 
deserve.

Jennifer Goodstein
President, Community News Group
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Breast Cancer Awareness Month

By Shavana Abruzzo
The Brooklyn Paper

Big-hearted volunteers have 
been the heart and soul of our 
nation since the early colonists 
helped each other plant crops and 
survive in the New World. 

Here are some local vollies who 
go the extra mile for breast can-
cer patients:

Annette Thomas
Brooklyn Development Cen-

ter worker Annette Thomas was 
a cancer warrior long before she 
became a cancer survivor, put-
ting her best foot forward in the 
American Cancer Society’s Mak-
ing Strides Walk for more than 
20 years before learning she had 
esophageal cancer during a rou-
tine endoscopy in 2008.

“I was called back to the doctor’s 
office to hear the dreaded words 
— you have cancer!” says the Ca-
narsie resident, 58, who conquered 
the disease within a year through 
surgery and chemotherapy.

The close brush with death gave 
her a new lease on life, and renewed 
her desire to keep volunteering.

“It is an exhilarating feeling to 
know I fought cancer and won!” 
says Thomas, who plans to walk 
with family and friends in the Mak-
ing Strides fund-raiser at Prospect 
Park on Oct. 18.

She is more than happy to walk 
the walk.

“I am so blessed in my life on 
a daily basis, so volunteerism is 
only a small token of my appre-
ciation for what I receive,” said 
Thomas. “We should help out in 
any area to make the world a bet-
ter place.”

Diane Greene
Clinton Hill resident Diane 

Greene, 71, enjoys robust health 
— she bikes, skis, roller blades, 
and goes dancing each week.

“I am thankful that my body 
works and that I can use it — it’s 
a gift and I appreciate that,” says 

Volunteers are key players on the anti-cancer stage
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(Left to right) Canarsie cancer survivor Annette Thomas will put her best foot forward this year — as she has done for 
decades — to help raise money for a cure. American Cancer Society volunteer cosmetologist Diane Greene helps cancer 
patients regain their self-esteem with free makeup and wig-styling workshops. Team leader Sheryl Phillip, left, boosts a 
group of “Sheryl’s Warriors” during last year’s cancer walk at Prospect Park.
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the retired aesthetician, who be-
gan volunteering three years ago 
with the American Cancer Soci-
ety’s Look Good, Feel Better, and 
Wig Styling programs.

Greene worked for 30 years at 
Bloomingdales, Elizabeth Arden, 
and other top-tier establishments, 
counting celebrities among her cli-
ents, but these days she finds ful-
fillment in helping cancer patients 
look and feel their best with free 
makeup and wig-styling lessons 
at medical facilities.

“Appearance is everything to 
a woman,” says Greene, who vol-
unteers at Hematology Oncology 
Associates in Midwood and the 
Brooklyn Hospital Center in Fort 
Greene. “We are all hard-wired to 
appreciate beauty, and people re-
act to you in a kinder way when 
you look nice.”

Women who have never worn 
makeup before become devotees 
after a brush with Greene’s ex-
pertise.

to kick breast cancer to the curb 
— using 1,400 pairs of steel-
nerved feet.

Team leader Sheryl Phillip’s 
700-strong squad of foot soldiers 
has raised $10,000 — and count-
ing! — for research through the 
Making Strides Walk, in a dream 
come true for the East Flatbush res-
ident, 39, who two years ago was 
battling a rare and aggressive form 
of breast cancer that tore through 
her chest like wildfire.

“I went from being in Stage 1 to 
Stage 3B in six weeks,” says Phil-
lip, who survived grueling che-
motherapy, surgery, and radiation, 
afterwards pledging to become a 
volunteer with the American Can-
cer Society. “I made a promise to 
myself that when I got better, I 
would help someone else as those 
before me did.”

The youngest of Sheryl’s War-
riors is 5 years old and the oldest 
is 78, but they all stand shoulder to 
shoulder in their mission.

“We have all been touched by 
this disease, and are walking for 
someone we love,” says Phillip, 
who will lead her warriors in the 
Prospect Park trek.

Volunteers are integral to the 
healing, she claims.

“People with cancer don’t like 
to ask for help,” says Phillip, who 
participated in case studies and 
clinical trials during her treatment. 
“But we need help, preparing meals 
and taking care of ourselves, and 
just knowing that someone is there 
and willingly helping you is such 
a relief.”

The anti-cancer drug she takes 
every day was made possible in 
part through the fund-raising ef-
forts of volunteers, she says.

“I would not be here today, if it 
wasn’t for monies raised by others 
for research,” states Phillip, whose 
success story is the best pill of all. 
“It feels wonderful to be a survi-
vor, knowing that I have won this 
battle makes me feel great!” 

“You do their eyelashes, put 
some color on them, and they be-
gin to smile again,” she says. “It 
really transforms them.”

A breast cancer patient in her 
early 50s was so moved by her 
stunning new look that she hand-
made Greene a pair of scarves in 
appreciation.

“She said I had done something 
nice for her and she wanted to do 
the same for me,” she says. “It 
made me really happy.”

A world in turmoil is all the 
more reason to help one another, 
said Greene, who has participated 
in breast cancer walks and provided 
free make up for opera singers.

“As humans we should be help-
ing, not hurting each other,” she 
says. “The success of mankind is 
that man has always reached out 
to help other humans, that’s how 
we’ve progressed.”

Sheryl Phillip
“Sheryl’s Warriors” are rarin’ 

By Shavana Abruzzo
for The Brooklyn Paper

Volunteers of all ages and 
walks of life fuel and energize 
the American Cancer Society, 
donating their time and skills 
to help eradicate a disease that 
has claimed so much from so 
many. 

Here are some ways to give 
the greatest gift of all — your-

self — to help someone bat-
tling cancer:

Road to Recovery re-
cruits volunteer drivers who 
use their own personal vehicles 
to drive cancer patients to and 
from treatment and other can-
cer-related appointments. You 
must be above 18 years of age 
and have a current, valid driv-
er’s license, proof of automo-

bile insurance, and own a safe 
and reliable vehicle.

Look Good, Feel Better 
provides free cosmetics, and 
make-up and wig-styling les-
sons to women dealing with 
the aesthetic side effects of che-
motherapy. Volunteer hairstyl-
ists, aestheticians, makeup art-
ists, nail technicians, and other 

How to become a volunteer

See CANCER  on page 4
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Join us for a FREE Informational Meeting

“Learn About Adoption” 
Tuesday, October 20th at 6:00 pm 

in Brooklyn, NY

      Call or Visit Us Online to Register 

www.AFTH.org�����610-991-7013

Early detection of breast cancer helps 
saves lives. PenFed supports Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month. And we 
would like to remind our female 
members, employees — and all 
women — to get regular breast 
exams and mammograms in 
accordance with the American 
Cancer Society’s guidelines. 

FIGHT CANCER
WITH KNOWLEDGE.

PenFed.org

By Max Jaeger
The Brooklyn Paper

’Ello gov’nah!
Ferries between Brooklyn 

and Governors Island will 
come twice as often on holi-
days and festivals next sum-
mer — and seafaring strap-
hangers got a preview of the 
expanded service during the 
Atlantic Antic street festival 
last Sunday. 

Currently, riders have to 
wait up to an hour for a lift 
from Pier 6 to the flyspeck 
islet, but next year, boatmen 
will swing by every 30 min-
utes in an effort to ease long 
lines that form along the 
shore, said a local pol.

“Hourly ferries just aren’t 
enough, and the lines have 
gotten increasingly long,” 
said Councilman Brad 
Lander (D–Park Slope), 
who advocated for the city 
to allocate $62,000 to buoy 
the service.

Ferries out of Brooklyn 
currently operate on week-
ends between May and late 
September, and the expanded 
service will begin in earnest 
next spring — running on 
days when large numbers of 
people flock to the island, 
such as the island’s opening 
day, Labor Day, and Memo-

rial Day, Lander said. 
But the final day of this 

year’s summer ferry ser-
vice happened to coincide 
with the Atlantic Antic — 
 the massive annual street 
fair that brings more than a 
million visitors to a one-mile 
stretch of Atlantic Avenue  — 
so island officials decided to 
launch the super-sized ser-
vice’s maiden voyage dur-
ing the fiesta last Sunday, 
Lander said.

The island — which is 
home to a public high school, 
artist studios, a day spa, and 
an under-construction park 
— is an increasingly busy 
destination, said Leslie 
Koch, who heads the Trust 
for Governors Island, which 
pays ferry-operator NY Wa-
terway to run summertime 
skiffs between Brooklyn and 
the island.

And as more people head 
to the island year-round, 
Lander is hoping the in-
creased service will serve 
as a proof-of-concept for a 
daily, city-run route in the 
future.

“We’re going to see grow-
ing sets of use,” he said. “We 
need to get to the point where 
there’s daily service to match 
it.”

Mayor DeBlasio  an-
nounced earlier this year that 
he plans to expand ferry ser-
vice citywide , adding stops 
along the waterfront between 
Dumbo and Bay Ridge in 
2017. The city considered 
including a Brooklyn-to-
Governors Island connec-
tion early on, but decided 
to moor the plan and re-
visit it after the service is 
up and running, a spokes-
man said.

Officials at the island’s 
public high school, the New 
York Harbor School,  say a 
weekday service would make 
it easier for Brooklyn stu-
dents to commute to class , 
as their Kings County pupils 
currently have to catch a ride 
from Manhattan. 

Other Hookers would 
also like to see a perma-
nent connection between 
Red Hook and the island — 
though they say a daily pas-
sage from Brooklyn Bridge 
Park would be better than 
nothing.

“I’ll settle for Pier 6,” said 
Jerry Armer, a member of 
Community Board 6’s trans-
portation committee, which 
encompasses both areas. “I 
just want that service in 
Community Board 6.”

Ferry tale come true
More boats to run between Brooklyn 
and Governors Island next summer

Ferries similar to this one will travel between Brooklyn and Governors Island 
more frequently on important days next summer.
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By Victoria Kim
for The Brooklyn Paper

When the Islanders de-
camped from Long Island to 
Brooklyn, the team brought 
along a piece of its history — 
the original organ from the 
Nassau Coliseum.  

Some might even call it 
the beating heart of the fran-
chise.

“It really is a signature 
sound at Isles games,” said 
the team’s longtime organ-
ist, Paul Cartier, who will 
be playing for the fans at its 
new home.

True fans will recognize the 
familiar combination of tradi-
tional songs and contemporary 
pop coming from the freshly 
transplanted organ at Isles games 
in the upcoming season.

“A lot of Islanders fans are 
worried the move to Brook-
lyn means a loss of tradition, 
and rightfully so. So it’s smart 
that the Islanders are bring-
ing Paul Cartier and his or-
gan to Barclays. It’s a touch 
of the familiar,” said Nicholas 
Hirshon, author of “Images 
of America: Nassau Veterans 
Memorial Coliseum.”

As more stadiums and 
sports franchises switch to 
computerized soundboards, a 
traditional stadium organ such 
as the Islanders’ 366-pound 
Lowry Sensation is something 
of a retro curiosity. But Hir-
shon said that a real instru-
ment at the fingertips of an 
experienced maestro such as 
Cartier — who also plays for 
the New York Yankees — can 

engage fans in a way noth-
ing else can.

“Organs add charm to the 
game experience, and also 
some mischief,” said Hirshon. 
“An organist can communi-
cate messages that the score-
board operator can’t. With a 
few notes, [Cartier] could get 
16,000 people to chant, ‘Let’s 
go Islanders!’ to get fans back 
into the game — even if they 
felt like burying their faces 
in their hands.”

Cartier is a lifelong Isles 
fan, and was at the team’s very 
first game at age 12. 

“I grew up and went to 
school in the shadows of the 
Nassau Coliseum,” he said.

He began playing for the 
Islanders in 1979, occasion-
ally filling in for the Isles’ 

Organ transplant!
Islanders brought along a little bit of home

By Max Jaeger
The Brooklyn Paper

A city plan to seize unused 
shorefront land in Coney Is-
land doesn’t go far enough, 
say local leaders.

Mayor DeBlasio will use 
eminent domain to force own-
ers of three seaside lots to sell 
the land so he can make good 
on his predecessor’s 2009 pro-
posal to expand the amuse-
ment area of the People’s Play-
ground. But the city should 
claw back even more land for 
the public benefit, according to 
the area’s unofficial mayor.

“I think it’s a terrific idea,” 
said Boardwalk impresario 
Dick Zigun. “I just wished 
they would go further and take 
the Shore Theater.”

 Zigun has long called for 
the city to forcibly take the 
crumbling, 90-year-old land-
mark  from the heirs to late 
Coney Island developer Hor-
ace Bullard. 

The local councilman agreed 
the city should intervene in the 
future of the Shore Theater.

“The land that is now be-

The line in the sand
City should add to eminent domain grab: local leaders

thing that we’re working for 
to make Coney Island a year-
round neighborhood.”

The city has been work-
ing for years to try and buy 
the area’s vacant and crum-
bling properties outright, but 
landlords have been holding 
out, hoping the garbage-filled 
lots will turn into golden eggs 
amid the Brooklyn’s develop-
ment rush, Treyger said.

The councilman isn’t tak-
ing the mayor’s exercise of 
eminent domain powers 
lightly, but he said in this 
case, it’s warranted.

“It is always preferable for 
normal and regular real estate 
business to take place,” Trey-
ger said. “But they’re just spec-
ulating to see how the market 
shapes up. It is extremely frus-
trating for residents and my-
self to walk by and see vacant 
lots holding back our ability 
to actualize a common vision 
for the future of our iconic 
neighborhood.”

The city will take posses-
sion of lots on W. 12th, W. 
15th, and W. 23rd streets, city 
officials said. 

The parcels are the last 
ones the city needs to exe-
cute a 2009 plan for an ex-
panded entertainment dis-
trict that includes parkland, 
additional amusements, and 
affordable housing, a parks 
spokesman said.

This unused shorefront lot between W. 15th Street and MCU Park is one of the 
Coney Island properties Mayor DeBlasio says he will seize through eminent 
domain for city-backed redevelopment.
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ing contested by the city is 
owned by the same landlord 
who owns the historic Shore 
Theater, which has been lan-
guishing in decrepit condition 

for many years,” said Coun-
cilman Mark Treyger (D–Co-
ney Island). “They have not 
been responsive to numerous 
attempts to discuss the future 

of that site. If they had plans 
or ambitions to fix up their 
property, then the community 
would be all for it, but to let the 
land rot goes against every-

Longtime Islanders organist Paul Cartier came to 
Barclays Center along with the vintage Lowry organ 
the team brought from its old home at Nassau Vet-
erans Memorial Coliseum.
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original organist Fred Men-
delson, who hooked Cartier 
up with his first gig at the 
Nassau stadium. 

The familiar sound of Cart-

ier’s organ will greet fans at 
the Islanders’ first game of the 
2015-2016 season against the 
Chicago Blackhawks at Bar-
clays Center on Oct. 9.
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EXCEPT IONAL
RECOVERY

The Institute for Orthopedic 
Medicine and Surgery 

at New York Methodist Hospital 
off ers comprehensive treatment for 
orthopedic disorders including sports 
injuries and joint replacement. An 
exceptional team of specialists provides 
a wide range of options for patients who 
have sustained injuries both on and off  
the playing fi eld.

Helping Brooklyn Th rive
nym.org   •   866-ORTHO-11

FALL SPECIAL EVENT

25% OFF
YOUR ENTIRE 

PURCHASE

BROOKLYN’S 
LARGEST SELECTION 

OF DESIGNER PRODUCTS FOR 
EVERY STYLE AND BUDGET

FREE DELIVERY 
($150 VALUE)

299 Atlantic Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11201

CALL OR CLICK FOR YOUR FREE
PERSONALIZED APPOINTMENT

By Allegra Hobbs
The Brooklyn Paper

It is a bridge over surpris-
ingly calm waters. 

The towers that will hold 
up the new Kosciuszko Bridge 
are now looming over the 
Newtown Creek a year after 
workers began erecting them, 
which state road officials say is 
right on schedule — and they 
seem as surprised as anyone 
that such a massive project 
hasn’t hit a road-bump. 

“We are just amazed at how 
smoothly everything is going, 
and the fact that we’re on time 
and on budget is just wonder-
ful,” said state Department of 
Transportation spokeswoman 
Diane Park.

The enormous pillars, 
which are still rising next 
to the existing bridge that 
carries Brooklyn-Queens 
Expressway drivers from 
Greenpoint to the northern 
hinterlands of Queens, will 
eventually peak at 275-feet 
— around the height of the 
Statue of Liberty. 

The towers will frame the 
first of two new bridges that 
will funnel expressway traf-
fic across the creek. That span 
should be up and running at 
the beginning of 2017, at which 
point workers will demolish 
the existing 1930s antique and 
kick of construction of a sec-

New Kosciuszko rising
New bridge taking shape over Newtown Creek

The rising concrete towers that will frame the new Kosciuszko Bridge surpassed 
the original structure in August of this year.
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ond bridge, which is slated for 
completion in 2020. 

Once both three-lane spans 
are complete, the first will 
become a one-way Queens-
bound bridge while the sec-
ond will serve only Brook-
lyn-bound traffic. 

Contractors are now 
readying the land near the 
new bridge for construction. 
The state is relocating part of 

Cherry Street — which pre-
viously ran just under the ex-
pressway — further south, and 
has begun moving new sew-
ers and electrical lines, Park 
said. 

Officials have shut down 
Sgt. William Dougherty Play-
ground at the corner of Cherry 
Street and Vandervoort Ave-
nue during construction and 
won’t reopen the park until late 

2017 at the earliest —  which 
has angered locals  who say  the 
already green-space-starved  
neighborhood can’t afford to 
lose any more parkland. 

To make up for the closure, 
the state  promised in May  that 
it will expand and gussy up 
the garden before it reopens, 
building a new skate park, bas-
ketball and handball courts, 
and a playground. 

By Harry MacCormack
The Brooklyn Paper

He is no cheap skate.
The billionaire owner of 

a professional hockey team 
shelled out $35 million to buy 
an apartment building on the 
Brooklyn Heights Promenade 
from Brooklyn Law School 
earlier this month, according 
to property records. 

A holding company helmed 
by Brooklyn native Vincent 

Viola, who made his fortune as 
a Wall Street trader and owns 
the Florida Panthers hockey 
team, snatched up the 12-story 
structure at 2 Pierrepont St. 
on Sept. 10,  as first reported 
by the Real Deal .

 The cash-strapped college 
put the building on the market 
in July , after last year  selling six 
other Heights properties  it had 
been using as student housing 
to developer Jared Kushner for 

The big pucks
NHL team owner buys 
Heights building for $35M

nated the neighborhood as a 
historic district and imposed a 
maximum height restriction of 
50 feet — or about five stories 
— on new construction.

When the law school put the 
property on the market,  some 
speculated that a buyer might 
demolish the bland building 
and replace it with mod-
ern condominiums . But the 
height limit would force the 
new owner to sacrifice around 
seven levels — and their valu-
able waterfront views — if he 
builds something new, which 
one local real-estate insider 
said would be madness.

“If you were building a new 
building there you’d essentially 
have to be putting up three-
story townhouses,” the source 
 told this paper in July .

2 Pierrepont St.
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a reported $36.5 million.
The brick apartment block 

is not much to look at, but it 
offers one thing many other 
Heights properties can’t — al-
titude. The building dates back 
to 1949, before the city desig-



The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-25004  AWP  October 2–8, 2015

Sons and Daughters of Alumni Tours at 9am

R
E

S
P
ICE  STELLAM VOCA M

A
R

IA
M

B
R O O K L Y N  N . Y .

X A V E R I A N

X A V E R I A N

beauty professionals conduct 
group programs or one-on-
one salon consultations for a 
few hours a month at medical 
and health facilities.  

DetermiNation volun-
teers participate in a mara-
thon, triathlon, cycling race, 
or other endurance event to 
raise funds for cancer re-
search, making the finish 
line just the beginning!

Cancer Action Network 
enables the politically minded 
to help enact laws and policies 
to make the fight against can-
cer a national priority. Meet 
with legislators, plan events, 
encourage new membership, 
and help make phone calls. 
Network campaigns have led 
to 35 states going smoke-free, 
and increased federal fund-
ing for research.

Relay For Life teams camp 
out overnight and take turns 
walking or running around a 
track or path at a local school, 
park, or other community 
space to raise money.

Making Strides Against 
Breast Cancer walk offers 

behind-the-scenes opportu-
nities to raise awareness and 
funds.

The Society in Second 
Life is a three-dimensional 
virtual world built entirely 
by users. Volunteers can 
reach out to millions of peo-
ple around the world to share 
the group’s mission, and ad-
vocate for those touched by 
cancer.

Leadership Council vol-
unteers serve as ambassa-
dors in their communities, 
collaborating with corpo-
rations, health systems, ad-
vocacy leaders, and other 
community stakeholders to 
broaden the span.

Reach To Recovery 
matches trained volunteer 
breast cancer survivors to 
people living with the dis-
ease. Volunteers provide 
understanding and hope 
through face-to-face visits 
or by phone.

To volunteer for these 
and other American Can-
cer Society programs visit 
www.cancer.org/involved/
volunteer/index or call (800) 
227–2345.

Continued from page 1

CANCER...

PAY $0 JOINER’S FEE THRU OCT. 12TH 
Join the Y and enhance your life. Whether you’re looking to get healthy, stay 
fit, meet people or just decompress and recharge, the Y has a wide-range of 

classes and services for everyone. 

BEDFORD-STUYVESANT Y 
1121 Bedford Ave 

Brooklyn, NY 11216 
(718) 789-1497 

DODGE Y 
225 Atlantic Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11201 

(718) 625-3136 

GREENPOINT Y 
99 Meserole Ave 

Brooklyn, NY 11222 
(718) 389-3700 

NORTH BROOKLYN Y 
570 Jamaica Ave 

Brooklyn, NY 11208 
(718) 389-3700 

PROSPECT PARK Y 
357 Ninth Street 

Brooklyn, NY 11215 
(718) 768-7100 

PARK SLOPE ARMORY Y 
361 15th Street 

Brooklyn, NY 11215 
(212) 912-2580 

VISIT OUR LOCATIONS DURING OUR OPEN HOUSE ON: 

SAT, SEPT. 26TH 12-4 PM | SAT, OCT. 10TH, 12-4 PM 
 

FOR A VIRTUAL TOUR AND A FREE GUEST PASS VISIT:  
YMCANYC.ORG/FALL 

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Cops busted a 30-year-old 
man who they say demanded 
shoes and 50-cents with the 
threat of a screwdriver at a 
Willoughby Street bodega 
on Sept. 22.

The hapless victim told po-
lice he was working the reg-
ister at the sandwich shop be-
tween Lawrence and Bridge 
streets shortly after midnight 
when the suspect broached 
his odd request for foot-
wear and change. The sus-
pect brandished a screwdriver 
and lunged at the victim, ac-
cording to police. 

Fortunately another em-
ployee was able to lure the 
man outside, after which po-
lice arrived and placed the 
suspect under arrest, cops 
said.

Black and blues
A woman was busted for 

allegedly beating, biting, and 
scratching a pregnant woman 
inside a Schermerhorn Street 
prison facility on Sept. 23.

The victim told police 
that she was inside the jail 
between Boerum Place and 
Smith Street at 4 am when the 
other woman launched her as-
sault. In mangling the preg-
nant victim, the fem-attacker 
beat her over the head, bit her 
finger, and even scratched 
open the woman’s stomach, 
cops said.

Rav rover
A car thief drove off with a 

man’s 2015 Rav-4 he parked 
on Wyckoff Street on Sept. 
22.

The victim told police that 
he left his Toyota between 
Nevins Street and Third Ave-
nue at 11:30 pm, and returned 
about 11 hours later to find an 
empty spot where his $29,000 
ride had been.

Tool time
A handy thief nabbed a 

$3,000 electric welder its 
owner left at a Dekalb Ave-
nue construction site some-
time between Sept. 18 and 
21.

The victim told police that 
he tethered his equipment to a 
metal rail at the construction 
site near Fleet Street at 2:45 
pm that Friday, and returned 
three days later find a broken 
chain in place of his Dialark 
250 Electric Welder.

Cold case
An inmate allegedly as-

saulted a police officer from 
inside his cage at a Scherm-
herorn Street prison facility 
on Sept. 25.

The officer reported he was 
outside the holding cells at the 
jail between Boerum Place 
and Smith Street at 4:50 am 
when the suspect hurled a 
leaking cold pack in his di-
rection. 

The pack smashed into the 
officer’s face and splashed his 
eyes with chemicals, burn-
ing them and sending the 
officer to a nearby hospital, 
cops said.

Cops: Screwdriver threat

Busted biker
Cops busted a 17-year-old 

who they say stole a Citi Bike 
from its Cranberry Street dock 
on Sept. 19.

The victim told police that 
the suspect could have taken 
the bike, which is valued at 
a whopping $1,200, from its 
spot by Columbia Heights at 
anytime that day.

A little too clean
Cops are on the hunt for a 

cleaning lady who they claim 
nabbed a pricey engagement 
ring from a Livingston Street 
apartment on Sept. 25.

The victim told police that 
she let the cleaning lady into 
her apartment between Hoyt 
and Bond streets at 5 pm that 
day, at which time her engage-
ment ring was resting on a ta-
ble in her bathroom. 

By the time the cleaning 
lady left at around 7 pm, how-
ever, the $6,500 token of af-
fection was nowhere to be 
found, cops said.

— Colin Mixson

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens– 

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Terror on wheels
A bike-riding bandit nicked 

a woman’s necklace on Clin-
ton Street on Sept. 25. 

The woman was between 
Union and President streets 
in Carroll Gardens at 3:35 
pm when the cycling ne’er-
do-well ripped the $200 chain 
from around her neck and 
sped off toward Red Hook, 
police said.

Vanishing act
A Boerum Hill woman’s 

van disappeared sometime be-
tween Sept. 24 and 25. 

The woman parked her 
brown Chrysler Voyager at the 
corner of Bond and Wykoff 
streets at 9 pm, but when she 
came back at 2 pm the next 
day, the van was gone, police 
said. There is no record of it 
being towed, officials said.

Rx for disaster
Two twerps tangled with 

a clerk as they tried to steal 
a garbage bag full of drugs 
from a Court Street pharmacy 
on Sept. 25. 

The gonzo goons walked 
into the store between Amity 
and Pacific streets in Cobble 
Hill at 2:40 pm, and stuffed 
$1,300 in stuffy nose medi-
cine and another $1,400 in 
stomach medicine into a trash 
bag, police said. 

A clerk tried to stop them, 
and one punk pushed the em-
ployee to the ground, offi-
cials said. The pair beat it in 
a white Acura, but left the 
bag of goodies behind, a po-
lice report states.

Luxury larceny
A burglar who broke into a 

Union Street home made off 
with brand-name booze, de-
signer shoes, and some high-
end computers on Sept. 22. 

The lout smashed his way 
into the apartment between 
Henry and Clinton streets in 
Carroll Gardens while the res-
ident was at work some time 
between 9 am and 5 pm, po-
lice said. 

He took two MacBooks, 
an iPod, Prada and Louis 
Vuitton shoes, and a bottle 
of Grey Goose vodka, offi-
cials said.

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Unlucky break
A trio of tricksters conned 

an elderly woman out of 
$48,000 on the corner of Bay 
Ridge Avenue on Sept. 24. 

The hucksters approached 
the woman near Eighth Ave-
nue at 11 am and told her they 
could bring her luck and for-
tune if she put all her valuables 
in a bag and let them bless it, 
so the woman handed over 
her stuff, police said. 

They con women returned 
the bag and told the victim not 
to open it immediately, offi-
cials said. When she did peep 
inside later, all she found was 
a bunch of rice powder, po-
lice reports state. The thieves 
made off with $48,000 and an 
estimated $6,000 in jewelry, 
police said.

Pryjinks
A lout with a lever jimmied 

open an 82nd Street door on 
Sept. 24 and stole cash and 
jewelry from inside. 

The guy broke into the 
home between Fifth and Sixth 
avenues sometime between 8 
am and 7:30 pm, making off 
with $1,000 and $760 in jew-
elry, police said.

Fare beaters
Two bruisers beat up and 

robbed a guy on 79th Street 
on Sept. 22. 

The victim was between 
Fifth and Sixth avenues in Bay 
Ridge at 3:55 am when the 
pair asked him for bus fare, 
police said. But the plea was 
a ploy, and one of the goons 
took a swing at the mark, of-
ficials said. 

The victim parried the 
punch, but one of the guys 
reached into his pocket and 
took a pair of headphones, po-
lice said. The thieves ran, and 
the victim chased them two 
blocks before losing them, a 
police report states.

— Max Jaeger

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Auto chop
A couple of crooks chopped 

off the top of a Berry Street 
store’s automated teller ma-
chine and tried to take the 
cash on Sept. 21.

Cops responded to a call at 
the store near N. Ninth Street 
at around 5:40 am and found 
the two jokers, who immedi-
ately fled, one on foot and the 
other in a vehicle. The cops 
chased the duo for a while but 
eventually lost them, accord-
ing to authorities. 

Police then looked at the 
cash dispenser and saw that 
the top was cut off, and the 
troublemakers had tried, but 
failed, to steal the money, 
authorities said. Cops later 
tracked down the vehicle one 
of the fiends used to flee at 
Jackson Street and Meeker 
Avenue, but no arrests have 
been made, said police.

Bag grab
A greedy goon snatched a 

woman’s bag on West Street 
on Sept. 23.

The woman told cops she 
was looking at her phone 
while near Milton Street at 
8:40 pm when the grabber 
pushed her and grabbed her 
tote bag, which contained her 
laptop and a pair of diamond 
earrings. 

Strolled away
A woman stole an expen-

sive baby stroller from the 
front of a N. Fourth Street 
store in the middle of the 
day on Sept. 22.

A shopper left the $1,200 
stroller in front of a store near 
Bedford Avenue unlocked and 
unattended, then noticed it 
was missing at around 4:15 
pm, cops said. Surveillance 
footage at the store shows a 
woman take the stroller and 
walk away, according to a po-
lice report. 

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Bushwick

Scaredy-cat
A sneak climbed onto the 

balcony of a woman’s S. Sec-
ond Street apartment and tried 
to come in through the win-
dow in the early morning 
hours of Sept. 21.

The woman was in the 
bedroom of her apartment 
between Bedford Avenue 
and Berry Street at 1:45 am, 
about to go to sleep, when she 
heard a noise and looked out 
at her balcony to see a man 
standing behind the curtain, 
authorities said. The ghoulish 
figure tried to enter by tug-
ging on the locked sliding-
glass door, and the woman 
screamed and went to alert 
her roommates, according to 
a police report. 

The roommates all left the 
apartment and ran upstairs 
to call the cops, and officers 
arrived on the scene to find 
the unwanted visitor had fled, 
leaving only the screen door 
open, said cops.

Pat down
A nasty drug-seeking goon 

grabbed a woman at a Ross 
Street residence and searched 
her clothes before running off 
with her phone and cash on 
Sept. 26.

The victim told cops she 
went into the residence near 
Wythe Avenue at around 2:30 
am looking for a bathroom, 
and a guy told her it was on 
the sixth floor. The woman 
got in the elevator after re-
alizing there was no public 
bathroom, and when the el-
evator stopped on the fifth 
floor a man came in and stated 
“Give me your cellphone” and 
“Where are the drugs,” au-
thorities said. 

The low-life grabbed the 
woman’s phone out of her 
hand then took her by her arm 
into the building’s basement, 
where he searched her bra, 
waist, and socks and made 
off with $250 in cash, said 
police. — Allegra Hobbs
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Future films
Strap in for a look at the next big thing!
Cyber fans can get a glimpse of next-gener-

ation film-making this week in Dumbo, when 
the Virtual Reality Film Festival comes to town. 

The show’s co-founder 
says that the genre is 
so far ahead of its time, 
there are no words to de-
scribe it. 

“Films isn’t really the 
right word, but we’re us-
ing it as shorthand to de-
scribe the history and lin-
eage that we’re drawing 
on,” said Rene Pinnell. 
“We haven’t invented the 

right word to describe what they’re doing.”
Whatever you call it, visitors to the virtual fes-

tival must each strap on a headset for the experi-
ence. The 24 short “films,” which range from two 
to 20 minutes long, include a short story about far-
ting giants, a tour through a Vincent Van Gogh-
inspired landscape, and a journey to Korea’s de-
militarized zone. But after each piece ends, viewers 
must return briefly to the real world.

“It’s kind of like an amusement park,” said 
Pinnell. “Each time you get to the front of the 
line, you get to go through the ride.”

On this ride the seats do not loop-
de-loop, but they do spin in place 
so viewers can get a full 360-de-
gree view of their virtual envi-

ronment, he said.
Brooklyn is the 

ninth stop of the 
festival’s 10-city 
tour, which has 
i n c l u d e d 
San Fran-
cisco, 

Portland, 
and Mon-

treal. Pinnell 
hopes the fes-

tival will nudge 
creative people 

into contributing 
to the next year’s 

festival. 
“Our biggest moti-

vation for doing this fes-
tival is to celebrate these 

artists who are taking these 
first steps, but more that that, 

our goal is to inspire more peo-
ple to become artists in virtual re-

ality,” he said. 
Kaleidoscope Virtual Reality Film Festival 

at 26 Bridge St. between Plymouth and John 
streets in Dumbo, www.kvrff.com). Oct. 6, 8–11 
pm. $20 ($99 VIP).  — Bill Roundy

F E S T I VA L

By Colin Mixson
The Brooklyn Paper

H
er comedy routine is all about the delivery.

A Park Slope comedian and expectant mother 
will satirize her growing apprehension at the 

baby she never expected to be on the way, with a 
stand-up performance at Union Hall on Oct. 8 ti-
tled “Inside Joke.”

“I never thought I was going to have a baby — 
not in my life,” said Ophira Eisenberg, the author 
of “Screw Everyone: Sleeping My Way to Monog-
amy” and the song “Senior Slut.”

“No one saw this coming,” she added.
For a woman happy to admit she never wanted 

kids, Eisenberg is about as pregnant as you can get. 
She will be delivering jokes at the Park Slope per-
formance space just a few weeks before her own 
trip to the delivery room — a fact that is only now 
sinking in for the bewildered mom-to-be.

“I’m five weeks away from my due date, and 
we’re just getting out of denial,” she said.

Eisenberg, who also hosts the National Public 
Radio show “Ask Me Another,” says that she kept 
her condition under wraps for as long as womanly 
possible. It was only when the baby started to draw 
attention away from her jokes that she finally started 
addressing the issue.

“I didn’t tell anyone,” said Eisenberg. “Then I 
was on stage, I was wearing sort 
of a tight dress, and I could 
tell there was a distrac-

tion. People were looking at my stom-
ach and sizing me up.”

To cut the tension, the unexpectedly 
expecting mom announced her pregnancy 
with a few “light jokes,” which surprised 
her by drawing big laughs. She continued 
the strategy at some other gigs, and real-
ized that she had tapped into a comedic 
vein that was rich with authenticity.

Eisenberg says the show will appeal to 
men and women, but she also hopes that 
ladies will appreciate a night of jokes that 
are distinctly non-masculine.

“How many times have we heard a guy 
talk about his dick for 45 minutes and ex-
pected the ladies to be right there with the 
men?” she asked. “I think this is something 
women can really appreciate.”

By Allegra Hobbs
The Brooklyn Paper

M
aking a movie can 
be a whiskey busi-
ness. 

A Crown Heights per-
formance artist has dis-
tilled her struggles with 
alcoholism and film-mak-
ing into a live musical comedy. 
The now-sober thespian says 
that “An Alcoholic Movie Mu-
sical,” opening at the Bush-
wick Starr on Oct. 7, is about 
the challenge of making art 
imitate life.

“I’m trying to wrangle with: 
How do you translate a life 
experience into a fictional-
ized version?” said Cynthia 
Hopkins, who plays an out-
landishly expressive version of 
herself in the show. “The Al-
coholic Movie Musical” traces 
her liquor-drenched descent 
into addiction, and her attempt 
to turn that slide into a musical 
film. Her show includes a few 
clips to represent that imag-
ined film, but the real final 

product, said Hopkins, is the 
stage production itself.

“We’re telling the story 
about trying to figure out 
how to make this thing, and 
by doing so we are making 
a version of it with the audi-
ence there,” she said.

Hopkins’ video director 
husband, Jeff Suggs, joins 
her on stage for an operatic 
duet about alcoholism, in a co-
medic homage to R. Kelly’s 
“Trapped in the Closet.” But 
Hopkins makes no promises 
that her custom blend of hu-
mor and somber subject matter 
will please every palate.

“Comedy is really diffi-
cult,” said Hopkins. “When 
I’m making something, all I 
can do is make it funny for 

me, and that’s no guaran-
tee that it will be funny 
for anyone else.”

She hopes the play 
will be transformative 
for viewers who have bat-
tled the bottle themselves, 
and will also straighten 
out some misconceptions 
about addiction. Tackling 

the sensitive and wide-reach-
ing problem of alcoholism is 
a challenge worthy of art, 
she says.

“It’s a tricky subject, be-
cause anybody who is affected 
by it is going to have an opin-
ion about what I should and 
should not be saying,” she said. 
“But I like tricky subjects.”

After the show’s comedic 
highs and tragic lows, the real 
punch line comes after the cur-
tain closes. The Starr will give 
out drink tickets so audience 
members can make a boozy 
stop at local tavern Heavy 
Woods — an ironic outing 
that Hopkins might join.

“They do serve sodas at 
bars,” she said.

Word’s pick — “The Fifth Season” by 
N. K. Jemisin

Jemisin is a brilliant world-builder, and her new 
fantasy novel features her third world. The Stillness 
is prone to shakes, quakes, and other geological 
happenings but certain people, called orogenes, 
have the power to stop 
these shakes before they 
start. Orogenes are feared 
and hated unless they join 
the Fulcrum, a group that 
trains and controls them. 
Jemisin weaves three story 
lines — a mother looking 
for her kidnapped daugh-
ter; a girl taken to the Ful-
crum; and two orogenes, 
reluctantly working to-
gether — into a mesmer-
izing whole, building a vivid, uncertain world 
populated with unforgettable characters.

— Molly Templeton, Word [126 Franklin St. 
at Milton Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096, 
 www.wordbrooklyn.com ].

Greenlight’s pick — “Under the Udala 
Trees” by Chinelo Okparanta

This coming-of-age story, set against the 
backdrop of civil war in Nigeria and its af-
termath, follows two girls who find peace in 
each other only to be pulled apart. Their love 

is not true love, they are 
told, and because they are 
not from the same com-
munity, they are forbid-
den to know each other. 
This first novel from 
Chinelo Okparanta, au-
thor of the short story col-
lection “Happiness, like 
Water,” will impact your 
life. Put “Under the Udala 
Trees” at the top of your 
reading list, and keep an 

eye on this writer’s career.
— Jess Pane, Greenlight Bookstore [686 Ful-

ton St. between S. Elliott Place and S. Portland 
Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 246–0200,  www.
greenlightbookstore.com ].

Community’s pick — “The Physics of 
Sorrow” by Georgi Gospodinov

In 2010, the Economist ran an article titled “The 
Geography of Happiness” that crowned Bulgaria 
“the saddest place in the world.” Gospodinov’s 
second novel, “The Physics of Sorrow,” could 
be an agreement or a re-
buke. It is a labyrinthine, 
lyrical book that uses the 
Minotaur myth to tell a 
sprawling family narra-
tive. Gospodinov’s narra-
tor inhabits different bod-
ies, ducking in and out of 
various “side passages” to 
encounter the history of 
the Eastern European na-
tion. It’s sad, sure, but it’s 
also funny and smart and 
beautiful, all at once.

— Hal Hlavinka, Community Bookstore [43 
Seventh Ave. between Carroll Street and Gar-
field Place in Park Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.
commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

Reading picks
B O O KS

“The Alcoholic Movie Musical” 
at the Bushwick Starr (207 Starr 
St. between Wyckoff and Irving 
avenues, (917) 623–9669, www.
thebushwickstarr.org). Oct. 7–31, 
Wed–Sat at 8 pm. $18.

E V E N T

Hilarity ensues: Performance artist Cynthia Hopkins performs an operatic homage to 
R. Kelly’s “Trapped in the Closet” as part of the “Alcoholic Movie Musical,” opening 
Oct. 7 in Bushwick.
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Booze-ical comedy
‘Alcoholic Movie Musical’ mixes up a 
potent blend of humor and addiction

Perfect delivery: Comedian and ex-
pectant mother Ophira Eisenberg will 
make light of her unexpected pregnancy 
at Union Hall on Oct. 8. Jin Moon

Knocked-up stand-up 
jokes about her condition

Baby 
talkin’

“Inside Joke” at Union Hall [702 
Union St. between Fifth and Sixth av-
enues in Park Slope, (718) 638–4400, 
unionhallny.com] Oct. 8, 8:30 pm. $12 
($10 in advance).

C O M E DY
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WHERE TO
SATURDAY
October 3

Dogtober-
fest
What could be bet-
ter than beer and 
puppies? Hang out 
with Deutsche dog-
gies in By Brooklyn’s 
back yard, at the 
“Schnauzers and 
Dachshunds Okto-
berfest Party,” with 
beer, sausages, pret-
zels, and lots of pups 
running around 
being adorable. All 
proceeds benefit the 
Brooklyn Animal Res-
cue Coalition.

3–5 pm at By Brooklyn 
[261 Smith St. between 
Degraw and Douglass 
streets in Carroll Gardens, 
(718) 643–0606, shop.
bybrooklyn.com]. $15 ($10 
if you bring a dog).

SUNDAY
October 4

Mosh hits
We are all going to 
die, but we can go 
down screaming! 
Death Fest, a two-day 
celebration of death 
metal bands that will 
turn Saint Vitus metal 
bar into an abattoir, 
slams to an end today 
with face-melting 
fiends Morpheus 
Descends, Desecrate 
the Faithful, Triple 
Cripple, and (pictured) 
Fantasy Panther, 
among many others.

3 pm–midnight at Saint 
Vitus (1120 Manhattan 
Ave., between Box and 
Clay streets in 
Greenpoint, www.saintvi-
tusbar.com). $40.

MONDAY
October 5

Rat king
Learn about the only 
candidate more out-
rageous than Donald 
Trump at “Who is 
Vermin Supreme?” a 
documentary about 
his 2012 campaign. 
Supreme, who ran on 
a platform of free 
ponies, will be at the 
screening. 

7 pm at Videology [308 
Bedford Ave. at S. First 
Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 782–3468, www.vid-
eology.info]. $5 suggested 
donation to Supreme’s 
campaign.

TUESDAY
October 6

Going down
Frodo and Sam? 
Totally doing it. Gimli 
and Legolas, too. Get 
your fangirl heart 
a-fluttering at 
tonight’s installment 
of “Shipwreck,” the 
competitive erotic 
fan-fiction event 
where six writers cre-
ate hot ’n’ heavy sce-
narios featuring the 
characters in “Lord of 
the Rings.” All entries 
will be read by Cecil 
Baldwin, the deep-
voiced host of “Wel-
come to Night Vale.”

8 pm at the Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. between 
Second and Third 
Avenues in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510, www.the-
bellhouseny.com]. $12.

THURSDAY
October 8

Marvel-ous
If you really want to 
escape into a book, 
you want it illustrated 
by Brian Resnick, the 
Park Slope creator of 
“The Invention of 
Hugo Cabret.” 
Tonight he discusses 
his new book “The 
Marvels,” which 
includes 400 pages of 
elaborate pencil 
sketches of a boy who 
survives a shipwreck 
and joins a theater 
troupe, followed by a 
prose story set 100 
years later.

6:30 pm at Congregation 
Beth Elohim (274 
Garfield Pl. at Eighth 
Avenue in Park Slope, 
www.brooklynbythe-
book.com). $10.  
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FRI, OCT. 2
ART, CARTOONS AND CEREAL: This 

art show is inspired by cartoons of 
the 1990s. Free. Noon–6 pm. Image 
Gallery (1501 Broadway, between 
Jefferson Avenue and Cornelia 
Street in Bushwick). 

THEATER, “MAKBET”: This Eastern-
European version of Shakespeare’s 
“Macbeth” is performed inside a 
shipping container by a cast who 
switch roles with every scene. $10. 
7 pm. Sure We Can (219 McKibbin 
St. between Bushwick Avenue and 
White Street in Bushwick), www.
dziecitheater.org. 

DANCE, “TABAC ROUGE”: James 
Thierrée’s “Tabac Rouge” is a a 
“choreodrama” that pits nine danc-
ers and acrobats against an array 
of machinery, trellises, tarnished 
mirrors, and tchotchkes to take the 
audience deep into the dark world 
of a decrepit tyrant. $20. 7:30 pm. 
BAM Howard Gilman Opera House 
(30 Lafayette Ave. between Ashland 
Place and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org. 

MUSIC, WHITE PRISM: Free. 9 pm. 
BAM Cafe (30 Lafayette Ave. be-
tween Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene), www.bam.
org/programs/bamcafe-live. 

COMEDY, “ACTORS”: Lorelei Ramirez 
and Christi Chiello play the most 
talented women on Broadway today. 
$5. 9 pm. The Annoyance Theater 
[367 Bedford Ave. in Williamsburg, 
(718) 569–7810], www.theannoyan-
cenewyork.com. 

SAT, OCT. 3
DOG SHOW!: The Brooklyn Heights 

Association hosts a dog show, with 
categories like Waggiest Tail and 
Canine Couture. $20 to register a 
dog. 2 pm. Cadman Plaza Park [Cad-
man Plaza West at Middagh Street in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 858–9193], 
www.thebha.org. 

DANCE ON THE GREENWAY: Dance 
Theatre Etcetera presents a festival 
of site-specifi c dances on the Ikea 
waterfront. There will be two perfor-
mances and a DJ dance part at 2:30 
pm. Free. 1 pm and 4 pm. Water-
front at Ikea [Enter at Dwight Street 
and Beard Street in Red Hook, (718) 
643–6790], www.dtetc.org. 

THEATER, “GOOD DANCER”: This 
play deals with the challenges of 
disability within romantic relation-
ships. A work-in-progress, it will be 
followed by a discussion with the 
audience. $10. 7:30 pm. BRIC Arts 
Media House [647 Fulton St. at Rock-
well Place in Fort Greene, (718) 683–
5621], www.bricartsmedia.org. 

MUSIC, STEW AND THE NEGRO 
PROBLEM, CHURCH OF BETTY: 
$15 ($13 in advance). 9 pm. The Liv-
ing Room (134 Metropolitan Ave., 
between Wythe Avenue and Berry 
Street in Williamsburg), www.living-
roomny.com. 

CHEERS NEW YORK: A festival of 
beer, wine, cider, and liquor from 
across New York state. A ticket gets 
you unlimited drinks during a three-
hour session. $50. Noon and 5 pm. 
Factory Floor in Industry City (241 
37th St. between Second and Third 
avenues in Sunset Park), www.cheer-
sny.com. 

HALLOWEEN HARVEST FEST: Enjoy 
story-telling, pumpkin-picking, and 
a dog costume parade along the 
creepily-decorated boardwalk. Free. 
Noon–8 pm. Luna Park (Boardwalk 
and W. 12th Street in Coney Island), 
www.lunaparknyc.com. 

ART, “FACE TO FACE” AND “REALLY 
AFFORDABLE ART SHOW”: In one 
exhibit, 200 artists confront their 
innermost thoughts. The other fea-
tures 150 pieces on sale for $499 or 
less. Free. 1–6 pm. Brooklyn Water-
front Artists Coalition [499 Van Brunt 
St., near Reed Street in Red Hook, 
(718) 596–2506], www.bwac.org. 

RIVER SONGS: A musical revue featur-
ing stories and songs from historic 
American waterways. Free. 2 pm. 
Waterfront Museum Barge [290 
Conover St. near Reed Street in Red 
Hook, (718) 624–4719], www.water-
frontmuseum.org. 

OKTOBERFEST!: A celebration of 
German culture featuring food, live 

See 9 DAYS on page 8

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

MON, OCT 5
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS 

FENERBAHCE ISTANBUL: $25–
$400. 7:30 pm.

THU, OCT 8
MUSIC, MARC ANTHONY AND 

CARLOS VIVES: $76.50–$232.50. 
8 pm.

FRI, OCT 9
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

VS CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS: 
$170–$1,175. 7 pm.

MON, OCT 12
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

VS WINNIPEG JETS: $35–$365. 
1 pm.

TUE, OCT 13
MUSIC, THE LEGEND OF ZELDA 

— SYMPHONY OF THE GOD-
DESSES MASTER QUEST: 
$44.50–$97.50. 8 pm.

WED, OCT 14
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS 

BOSTON CELTICS: $28–$400.  
7:30 pm.

THU, OCT 15
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

VS NASHVILLE PREDATORS: 
$25–$310. 7 pm.

FRI, OCT 16
TALK, A NIGHT OF HOPE WITH 

JOEL OSTEEN: $15. 7:30 pm.

SAT, OCT 17
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLAND-

ERS VS SAN JOSE SHARKS: 
$50–$500. 7:30 pm.

SUN, OCT 18
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS 

PHILADELPHIA 76ERS: $28–
$400. 1 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

Vote and be entered 
for a chance to win 
an iPad Mini, 
Broadway Tickets, 
and more!

VOTING NOW OPEN
gaycitynews.nyc/bestofgaycity2015

2nd Annual Readers’ Choice 

FREE 3-DAY CRUNCH PASS WHEN YOU REGISTER TO VOTE

highlighting the very best 
our city has to offer!

139 Smith Street in Cobble Hill/Boerum Hill
347-987-3194

Enjoy Delicious Desserts in Our Backyard Garden

BROOKLYN 
BAKERY

Schnitzel Haus 
is located at 7819 5th Avenue, Bay Ridge

718-836-5600

Octoberfest Celebration
ALL MONTH AT THE SCHNITZEL HAUS

Stop in this Friday, October 2nd for their
Stein Hoist Contest at 9pm – 

Prizes will be awarded
Live Music by

Chris & Ronnies Polka Band at 7pm

LIVE MUSIC SCHEDULE
Oct. 3 @ 10pm. . . . . . . . . . .Identity Theft

Oct. 4 @ 2pm. . . . . . . . . . .Dr. Zither
Oct. 9 @ 9pm. . . . . . . . . . .Lords of Fjords
Oct. 17 @ 10pm. . . . . . . . . . .Steppin Back

Oct. 24 @ 9:30pm. . . . . . . . . . .Human Karaoke  
                                               Experience

Oct. 31 @ 10pm. . . . . . . . . . .Reload

Halloween Contest starts at 11pm

Prizes! Prizes! Prizes!

Purple passion: Latin crooner 
Marc Anthony will belt out his 
ballads at Barclays Center on 
Oct. 8.
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COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER
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www.citytech.cuny.edu/openhouse

WHERE CAN TECHNOLOGY TAKE  YOU?

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH

300 Jay Street 
Downtown BrooklynSunday 10/25 • 11 am-2 pm

www.facebook.com/citytech

www.citytech.cuny.edu

718.260.5500

By Max Jaeger
The Brooklyn Paper

D
on’t call them sea dogs!

An art historian will 
explain the little-known 

hiss-story of cats as masters 
of the high seas during a talk 
called “Ship Cats: Adventure! 
Courage! Betrayal!” at Bush-
wick occult store Catland on 
Oct. 7.

Felines — who reportedly 
account fur  15 percent of all 
Internet traffic , were not al-
ways the cultural darlings 
they are today. The domes-
tic animals were once con-
sidered bad luck, but like 
so many meowtcasts, they 
found their niche at sea, the 
lecturer said.

“They were considered ser-
vants of the devil,” said Paul 
Koudounaris, an art historian 
and author. “The one place 
where they were wanted — 
truly liked — was on ships. 
Ship cat was an of-
ficial position, and a 
decent ship would not 
go out to sea without 
a ship cat.”

Sailors prized the 
pusses because they 
killed rodents and 
protected food stores 
— so effectively that 
their prowling prowess 
earned several mous-
ers fame, military rank, and 
medals, he said.

The most famous nautical 
feline might be Simon the Able 
Shipcat — a military moggie 
who lived aboard British sloop 
the HMS Amethyst, Koudou-
naris said. The boat sustained 
catastrophic damage on the 
Yangtze River during a Chi-
nese civil war in 1949, keep-
ing it immobile for a month, 
he said. Simon took shrapnel 
in the attack, but once sur-
gery had him back on all four 
sea legs, Simon methodically 
slaughtered the rat population 
that had exploded aboard since 
the ship anchored.

Besides saving sailors’ 
food — and thus their lives 
— the kitty’s kills were a mo-

rale booster. After the ship 
was freed, the British Crown 
awarded Simon one of its high-
est military decorations, the 
Victoria Cross, winning the 
cat world-wide renown, Kou-
dounaris said.

“By the time they got free, 
he was an international sen-
sation,” he said. “The Royal 
Navy hired a press agent to 
handle his correspondences. 
When he died, they pulled 
away planks from the ship to 
build a cross for his grave.”

Naval expawdition
Talk dives into cat seafaring history

“Ship Cats: Adventure! 
Courage! Betrayal!” at 
Catland Books (987 Flush-
ing Ave. between Ever-
green Avenue and Bogart 
Street in Bushwick, www.
catlandbooks.com). Oct. 7 
at 7 pm. Free.

CAT S

Cat’s in the cannon and 
the silver spoon: (Pic-
tured top to bottom) 
Two kittens hang out the 
barrel of a cannon on the 
HMS Hawkins. Simon 
the ship cat achieved 
the British Naval rank of 
“Able Seaman” and was 
awarded one of Britain’s 
highest military honors.  
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music, dancing, children’s 
activities and more! $25 
($20 seniors, $15 children). 
3:30 pm. Zion German Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church 
[125 Henry St. in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 852–2453]. 

“BIZARRE”: This entry in the 
Bushwick fi lm festival fol-
lows an 18-year-old boy 
who joins a Bushwick bur-
lesque troupe. $15 ($12 in 
advance). 8:30 pm. Light 
Space Studios (1115 Flush-
ing Ave. at Porter Avenue in 
Bushwick), bushwickfi lmfes-
tival.ticketleap.com. 

SUN, OCT. 4
MUSIC, “REGINA POPS” 

CONCERT: Regina Opera 
soloists present show-stop-

ping selections from operas 
and Broadway shows. $12 
($5 teens, children free). 3 
pm. Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help School [5902 Sixth 
Ave. at 60th Street in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 259–2772], 
www.reginopera.org. 

TALK, “LIVE AND OUTSPO-
KEN”: Director Patricia 
McGregor discusses black 
theater with actor Colman 
Domingo. $20. 7:30 pm. 
BRIC Arts Media House 
[647 Fulton St. at Rockwell 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
683–5621], www.bricarts-
media.org. 

THE 6TH ANNUAL HAVE-
MEYER SUGAR SWEETS 
FESTIVAL: Brooklyn’s big-
gest bake sale returns to 
the City Reliquary, along 
with music and entertain-
ment. Free. 11 am–4 pm. 
The City Reliquary Museum 
[370 Metropolitan Ave. 
between Havemeyer Street 
and Marcy Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 782–4842], 

www.cityreliquary.org. 
“LITTLE LAFFS”: This variety 

show for kids ages 3-9 
mixes juggling, balloon art, 
music, comedy, and more. 
$10 ($5 kids). 11 am. Jalopy 
Theatre [315 Columbia St. 
between Hamilton Avenue 
and Woodhull Street in 
Red Hook, (718) 395–3214], 
www.jalopy.biz. 

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS: 
Bring your leashed, crated 
or otherwise secured ani-
mals the annual Blessing of 
the Animals service. The 
event will include the bless-
ing by Father Sheldon Ham-
blin and live organ music. 
Free. 12:30 pm. St. Paul’s 
Church [157 St. Paul’s Place, 
at Ocean Avenue in Flat-
bush, (718) 282–2100].

READING, “THE BEAR RE-
PORT”: Thyra Heder reads 
from her new illustrated tale 
about a polar bear named 
Olafur. Free. 3–5 pm. Pow-
erHouse Arena [37 Main St. 
at Water Street in Dumbo, 

(718) 666–3049], www.pow-
erhousearena.com. 

TALK, DISCUSSION OF POPE 
FRANCIS’S “ON CARE 
FOR OUR COMMON 
HOME”: Theologian Chris-
tine McCarthy discusses 
Pope Francis’s call for “eco-
logical conversion.” Free. 
4 pm. St. Monica’s Hall (47 
Sterling Pl. at Sixth Avenue 
in Park Slope), www.stau-
gustineparkslope.com. 

MON, OCT. 5
ART, NEXT WAVE ART 

OPENING RECEPTION: 
Celebrate a collection of 
site-specifi c artwork, spread 
across three buildings at 
the Brooklyn Academy of 
Music. The reception will 
feature a collaborative 
dance and sound art perfor-
mance at 7 pm. Free. 6–8 
pm. BAM Peter Jay Sharp 
Building (30 Lafayette Ave. 
in Fort Greene). 

MUSIC, PENTAGRAM: The 
band that helped found 
heavy metal in the 1970s re-
turns. $25. 8 pm. Saint Vitus 
(1120 Manhattan Ave. be-
tween Clay and Box streets 
in Greenpoint), www.saintvi-
tusbar.com. 

COMEDY, “RELATION-S---”: 
This storytelling show from 
Lynn Bixenspan and Morgan 
Pielli mixes stories about re-
lationships with advice from 
a real therapist on stage. 
$10 ($8 in advance). 8:30 
pm. Union Hall [702 Union 
St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

FILM, DRINKING WITH RICK 
AND MORTY: Play a drink-
ing game while watching 
the demented animated 
program “Rick and Morty,” 
plus a round of trivia about 
the show. Free. 10 pm. Vid-
eology [308 Bedford Ave. at 
S. First Street in Williams-
burg, (718) 782–3468], www.
videology.info. 

TUES, OCT. 6
READING, AN EVENING 

WITH SANDRA CISNEROS: 
The author of “The House 
on Mango Street” will 
share selections from her 
new memoir “A House of 
My Own.” Free with RSVP. 
6:30 pm. Kumble Theater 
at Long Island University 
[DeKalb and Flatbush av-
enues in Downtown, (718) 
488–1624], www.brooklyn.
liu.edu/kumbletheater. 

READING, RAINBOW ROW-
ELL: The author debuts 
“Carry On,” a book about 
misfi ts and nerds falling in 
love. Free. 7–9 pm. Power-
House Arena [37 Main St. 
at Water Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 666–3049], www.pow-
erhousearena.com. 

TALK, DEMOCRACY AND 
THE DEMAGOGUE: Jason 
Stanley, author of “How 
Propaganda Works,” joins 
the Brooklyn Public Philoso-
phers to discuss his work. 

Free. 7 pm. Brooklyn Public 
Library Central [10 Grand 
Army Plaza at Eastern Park-
way in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 230–2100], www.
brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 

READING, UNBOUND — 
SARA BAREILLES WITH 
BEN FOLDS: The singer-
songwriter talks with Ben 
Folds about her new book 
“Sounds Like Me,” and per-
forms a short set. $25. 7:30 
pm. BAM Howard Gilman 
Opera House (30 Lafayette 
Ave. between Ashland Place 
and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org. 

WED, OCT. 7
FILM, “ONE TRACK MIND”: 

This documentary focuses 
on subway afi cionado Philip 
Ashforth Coppola, who has 
devoted the last 30 years 
to meticulously catalog-
ing every subway station 
in New York. $10. 6:30 pm. 
New York Transit Museum 
[Boerum Place at Schermer-
horn Street in Downtown, 
(718) 694–1600], www.mta.
info/mta/museum. 

MUSIC, ANIMAL LIBERATION 
ORCHESTRA: $17. 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe 
Ave. between N. 11th and 
N. 12th streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 963–3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com. 

DOCTOR WHO COSTUME 
AND TRIVIA CONTEST: 
Fezzes and sonic screw-
drivers will abound at this 
celebration of all things 
Who. $10. 10 pm. The Way 
Station [683 Washington 
Ave. between St. Marks 
Avenue and Prospect Place 
in Prospect Heights, (718) 
627–4949], www.waysta-
tionbk.com. 

THURS, OCT. 8
TALK, THE CHANGING FACE 

OF ACTIVISM: How has 
affecting social change 
evolved from the desegre-
gation fi ghts of the 1960s to 
Black Lives Matter today? 
$5. 6:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 Pier-
repont St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222–4111], www.brooklyn-
history.org. 

MUSIC, BUSHWICK IS BERN-
ING: Musicians rock out to 
raise cash for presidential 
candidate Bernie Sanders. 
Also featuring Bernie-in-
spired artwork. $10. 7 pm. 
The Paper Box [17 Meadow 
St. between Bogart and 
Waterbury streets in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 383–3815], 
paperboxnyc.com. 

THEATER, “DISAPPEARING 
ACT”: A meta-fi ctional 
play about three actors re-
hearsing a play about three 
theater artists at different 
points in their careers. $18 
($15 students and seniors). 
7:30pm. The Great Room 
(138 S. Oxford St., between 
Hanson Place and Atlantic 
Avenue), www.rabbit-
holeensemble.com. 

FRI, OCT. 9
READING, MARGARET AT-

WOOD: The acclaimed au-
thor discusses her new book 
“The Heart Goes Last” 
with Buzzfeed Books. Free. 
7 pm. St. Francis College 
[180 Remsen St. between 
Court and Clinton streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
489–5200], https://www.
sfc.edu. 

THEATER, “THE ICE CREAM 
GENE”: Susan Ito presents 
her one-woman show about 
adoption, followed by a 
discussion. RSVP to lynn@
lostlit.com. $5 suggested 
donation. 7 pm. Grumpy 
Bert [82 Bond St. between 
Atlantic Avenue and State 
Street in Boerum Hill, (347) 
855–4849], www.grumpy-
bert.com. 

MUSIC, THE BROOKLYN 
CHAMBER MUSIC SOCI-
ETY: The Brooklyn Chamber 
Music Society presents an 
evening of music, with a 
quintet including piano, 
violins, viola, and cello. 
Selections include music 
by Mozart, Beethoven, and 
Dohnanyi. $30, $20 for stu-
dents. 8 pm. First Unitarian 
Church [116 Pierrepont St. 
at Monroe Place in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 858–0718], 
www.brooklynchambermu-
sicsociety.org. 

MUSIC, RAYE 6: Free. 9 pm. 
BAM Cafe (30 Lafayette 
Ave. between Ashland Place 
and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org/
programs/bamcafe-live.

MUSIC, HEADS UP DISPLAY: 
The rock band reunites for 
one last performance. Beat 
Radio, the Big Con, and No 
Honeymoon also play. $10. 
9 pm. Bar Matchless [557 
Manhattan Ave. at Driggs 
Avenue in Greenpoint, (718) 
383–5333], www.barmatch-
less.com. 

FILM, F--- THAT MOVIE: Co-
medians discuss the movies 
they hate most. $5. 9 pm. 
Videology [308 Bedford 
Ave. at S. First Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 782–3468], 
www.videology.info. 

SAT, OCT. 10
MUSIC, YO LA TENGO: $35. 

8 pm. Kings Theatre (1027 
Flatbush Ave. between 
Beverly Road and Tilden 
Avenue in Flatbush), www.
kingstheatre.com. 

MUSIC, NARCISSUS & SONG 
WITH ELEANOR FRIED-
BERGER: Free. 9 pm. BAM 
Cafe (30 Lafayette Ave. be-
tween Ashland Place and St. 
Felix Street in Fort Greene), 
www.bam.org/programs/
bamcafe-live. 

FILM, “RETURN TO NUKE 
‘EM HIGH VOL. 2”: Direc-
tor Lloyd Kaufman hosts a 
screening of this work-in-
progress. Free. midnight. 
Videology [308 Bedford 
Ave. at S. First Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 782–3468], 
www.videology.info. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 6

Great rates like ours are always in season.

* New money only. APY effective September 23, 2015. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature 
withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice.

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark 

At Flushing Bank, we’re small enough to know you and large enough to provide  
you with the great rates you’re looking for. Hurry, an offer like this can’t last forever. 

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local 
Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

18-Month CD

1.15%
APY*

$5,000 minimum deposit

CATERERS

                                                                                    Offering dinner, cocktail and buffet options
8015/23 13th 718–331–2900 www.siricos.net
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•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

S torming from the room, 
my then 15-year-old 
daughter hurled this 

truism at me: “You’ve never 
been a teenage girl.” 

Of course she’s right, but 
my first thought was that 
doesn’t mean I can’t under-
stand the things she’s go-
ing through. My blind spot, 
it turns out, is healthcare. 
My male perspective is that 
healthcare, especially as a 
young adult, is pretty much 
routine. Show up at the doc-
tor’s if you’re sick or injured, 
otherwise there’s not much 
to it. 

Turns out this isn’t the case 
for my girls. 

I’ve learned that there’s a 
lot going on in young wom-
en’s bodies and in addition 
to the importance of routine 
care, choices they make now 
may impact them for years to 
come. My daughters are 17 
and 20-years-old, in the world 
of dating and, maybe, sex-
ual activity. They see doctors 
on their own and are making 

Check-ups for our daughters

The upside of cancer?
Not sure there is one. 

But there does seem to 
be one side of cancer that is 
the opposite of terror, lone-
liness, and pain: The unex-
pected friendships that grow 
just like those damn cells.

“I was diagnosed pretty 
young — 31,” says Stacey 
Gordon, a Bronx native liv-
ing in Alabama who is now 
— knock wood – 51. 

Gordon had already moved 
down there with the Air Force 
when she found herself fac-
ing breast cancer. 

“I wasn’t married, I was all 
alone,” recalls the personal 
trainer, so she decided to 
gather a group of other breast 
cancer comrades to exercise 
with. This, despite the fact that 
the doctors back then “wanted 
to wrap you in cotton.”

The group exercised to 
the point where they were fit 
enough, a few years later, for 
a bigger challenge: Mt. Kili-
manjaro, which, Gordon has-

tens to add, “was not a cliché 
back then.”

As close as she was with the 
group, it wasn’t until she was 
climbing with them — and re-
alizing that she couldn’t make 
it to the top — that she really 
got to know another member 
named Jane, who couldn’t go 
any further either.

“We probably had almost 
nothing in common. She was 
married and had older children 
and was very Southern. Per-
fectly coiffed, perfect makeup. 
She’s also very religious and 
Christian. Me, I was young, 
I’m gay, I’m Jewish.”

Somehow, they talked about 
it all — even while touring 

Tanzania — and went back 
tight friends. So tight that 
when Jane grabbed her hand 
to pray, “I used to be embar-
rassed about it,” says Gordon, 
“but that kind of changed.”

And so did Gordon. Some-
thing very angry started melt-
ing away. (She also went back 
and summited Mt. Kiliman-
jaro a few years later.) 

For Stephanie Johnson, a 
new friendship began even 
before she knew for sure she 
had breast cancer. 

“I was working part time at 
a bar,” says the beauty consul-
tant and photographer. She’d 
just learned she needed a bi-
opsy on her left breast, when 

into the bar walked a woman 
“covered in pink everything. 
She was wearing scarves, and 
breast cancer-related jewelry. I 
approached her and said, ‘I’m 
sorry to bother you but … are 
you dealing with breast can-
cer?’ ”

The woman — Robin — 
answered “Yes” and gave her 
some friendly tips on how to 
get through the biopsy. When 
the results came back positive, 
Stephanie contacted her again 
and the stranger became a 
mentor.

It was Robin who gave 
Stephanie a basket filled 
with lip balm, a lap blanket 
to keep her warm during che-
motherapy, and tissues. Lots 
of tissues. 

“I was like, ‘Why am I going 
to need these?’ ” says Stepha-
nie. Robin explained that when 
hair falls out, it all falls out 
— including nose hair. This 
leaves people sniffling.

Once again, an odd couple 
was born: Robin went to bible 

study. Stephanie was covered 
with head-to-toe tattoos. 

“I think we would never 
have interacted if it weren’t 
for breast cancer,” says Steph-
anie. 

But once the two be-
came friends, Stephanie 
turned around and became 
the “Robin” to other women 
with the same diagnosis — 
right down to delivering gift 
baskets of blanket, balm, and 
Kleenex.

“In some ways, helping 
someone else deal with their 
fears makes it easier to face 
your own,” says Jenn McRob-
bie, author of “Why Is She Act-
ing So Weird? A Guide to Cul-
tivating Closeness When a 
Friend is in Crisis.” 

Cancer friendships may be 
based on some powerful mix 
of empathy, courage and des-
peration, but at their root is al-
ways kindness. 

“We’re all in the same 
boat,” says Haralee Wein-
traub, a breast cancer survi-

Cancer turns survivors into friends

health decisions 
more and more 
independently, 
even about birth 
control. 

This is the mo-
ment in their lives 
to learn about 
risks and start 
good habits, like monthly 
breast exams. Hormone-based 
birth control can increase their 
risk for breast cancer in the 
short run, and they may have 
some genetic baggage as well, 
with a great grandmother who 
died of breast cancer. If ei-
ther of them were to develop 
breast cancer when they are 
still young, early detection 
and treatment is especially 
important, as these forms of 
cancer can be particularly ag-
gressive. 

My daughters are still teth-
ered to Brooklyn and I’m able 
to ensure they have a doc-
tor to see and show up for 
appointments. My oldest, 
though, attending college 

in another state, may already 
need access to routine care 
that doesn’t conveniently co-
incide with her school vaca-
tions and my younger, too, 
will soon be spending time 
elsewhere. This is when com-
munity-based services, like 
Planned Parenthood, come in, 
providing millions of women, 
like my kids, with important, 
life-saving healthcare and ed-
ucation. 

The risks my kids face as 
they find their way through 
college, and the mating world 
beyond, are greater than for 
men. Sexually transmitted in-
fections, like human papil-
loma virus, commonly know 
as H.P.V., may increase their 

risk for cervical cancer the 
rest of their lives, and chla-
mydia, another sexually trans-
mitted infection that often has 
no symptoms, can cause an-
other life-long consequence: 
infertility.

Routine gynecological 
care, screenings for dis-
eases, and education about 
their health are all essential 
services for my daughters to 
receive and habits for them 
to form now. As the father of 
girls, I bear responsibility to 
ensure they have access to 
services, wherever my kids 
happen to be.

The attacks on wom-
en’s healthcare threaten my 
daughters, with long-term 
consequences. For exam-
ple, Louisiana’s attempt to 
defund Planned Parenthood, 
a state in which the organi-
zation only provides health-
care and annual cancer and 
sexually transmitted infection 
screenings to thousands of 
women, and that state’s ridic-
ulous attempt to say that other 

providers, such as dentists and 
ophthalmologists could of-
fer reproductive healthcare, 
is absurd.

At some point, my girls 
may need obstetric care if they 
decide to become mothers. 
Later, they will go through 
menopause. They may face 
cancer of one form or an-
other. 

My daughters — and your 
daughters — need and de-
serve access to high-qual-
ity, comprehensive wom-
en’s healthcare now, because 
it will impact the rest of their 
lives.

By Scott Sager

The 
Dad

vor now selling pajamas that 
keep women cool during the 
night sweats that can accom-
pany the disease. She’s been in 
an exercise and support group 
for nearly a decade. 

“Our conversations go be-
yond, ‘What do you do for a liv-
ing?’ ” says Haralee. “They’re 
about what’s  more important 
in your life.” 

And what’s more impor-
tant than feeling loved and 
connected? 

Lenore Skenazy is a 
keynote speaker and the 
author and founder of the 
book and blog Free-Range 
Kids. 

By Lenore Skenazy

Join us every Tuesday for 
Cosmetic Dermatology

Botox/Dysport, & Facial Fillers  
injected by Dr. David Biro

Hair Laser Removal, Chemical Peels,  
Microdermabrasion

Consultations for Fractional Resurfacing,  

Tattoo Removal, Sclerotherapy

CALL TO RESERVE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!

9921 FOURTH AVENUE, BROOKLYN, NY 11209
COSMETIC: 718.833.2793  ALTERNATE: 718.833.7616

www.BayRidgeDerm.com

COSMETIC & LASER CENTER OF BAY RIDGE
DAVID BIRO, M.D., PH.D.
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NOBODY KNOWS BALANCE
BETTER THAN MOM.

BY TEACHING YOUR KIDS TO BALANCE WHAT THEY EAT, DRINK AND DO, YOU’RE PROVIDING A LESSON 

THAT WILL SERVE THEM WELL FOR A LIFETIME. AND AMERICA’S BEVERAGE COMPANIES WANT TO DO OUR PART 

TO HELP SUPPORT YOUR MESSAGE. IN MORE PLACES THROUGHOUT YOUR COMMUNITY, WE’RE STOCKING 

BEVERAGES IN SMALLER PORTION SIZES, PROVIDING MORE LOW AND NO-CALORIE OPTIONS AND OFFERING 

MORE INFORMATION THAT CAN HELP YOU AND YOUR FAMILY REDUCE CALORIES. 

LEARN ABOUT OUR EFFORTS TO SUPPORT BALANCE AT BALANCENEWYORKCITY.ORG


