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By Lauren Gill
The Brooklyn Paper

A controversial charter-school 
network that has been accused of us-
ing harsh punishments to weed out 
difficult students must be banned 
from opening new outposts in and 
around Fort Greene until the city in-
vestigates the company’s discipline 
policy, a panel of public-school par-
ents demanded last week.

Faculty at Success Academy 
Charter Schools’ three-year-old Fort 
Greene location came under fire in 
October when the New York Times 
reported the school once kept a “got 
to go” list that singled out trouble-
some students, and used frequent 
suspensions and other demands 
on parents’ time to push them to 
leave. Now, some local parents say 
they want the city to put a wall up 
around the school district to keep 
Success out.

“We’re very upset and we think 
it’s only fair that these allegations are 
fully run down and investigated,” 
said David Goldsmith, president of 
Community Education Council 13 
— a volunteer board that also ad-
vises the city on schools in Brook-
lyn Heights, Downtown, Prospect 
Heights, Clinton Hill, and parts of 
Park Slope and Bedford–Stuyve-
sant.

Even before that report came out, 
Goldsmith claims numerous par-
ents of students at the Fort Greene 
institution, which is co-located with 
MS 265 on Park Avenue, had ap-
proached the panel claiming the 
institution suspended — or threat-
ened to suspend — their offspring 
for minor offenses including put-
ting their hands in their pockets or 
slouching in their chairs. 

“I’d never heard of something 
like that before,” said Goldsmith. 
“It wasn’t just one or two people 
coming forward.”

A Success spokesman denies 
students would ever be punished 

LIMITED SUCCESS
District wants ban on controversial charter schools

By Lauren Gill
The Brooklyn Paper

The firs were flying!
A turf war between two rival 

Brooklyn Heights Christmas tree 
vendors reached boiling point last 
Wednesday night when one of the 
sellers angrily accused the other of 
sap-otage in front of holiday shop-
pers — and witnesses say the sight 
killed their holiday spirit. 

“It is outrageous that this is 
going on during this time of the 
year,” said Brooklyn Heights 
citizen Jeffrey Smith. “How can 
anything like this be going on at 
Christmas?”

The story is a classic case of 
he-said, tree-said.

One long-time Montague Street 
vendor claims an upstart has mus-
cled in on his territory, and is trash-

Oy tannenbaum!
Montague Xmas tree vendors in turf war

(Left) Romp Family Christmas Trees’ Ellie Bishop. (Right) Adam Parke Trees employee Dy-
lan Peterson. The two lots are battling for customers in Brooklyn Heights.
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ing people that our trees have 
rodents in them.”

But the newer pine peddler 
claims that simply isn’t true, 
and there is plenty of business 
to go around.  

“I couldn’t get enough trees 
and sell enough trees to ev-
eryone in the whole neigh-
borhood,” said Ellie Bishop, 
who took over the six-year-old 
Romp Family Christmas Trees 
stand at Hicks Street in front 
of Key Foods after her mom 
passed away last year. “There’s 
no way being here hurts their 
business” 

The needling erupted on 
Wednesday evening, when 
Parke’s crew confronted 
Bishop, demanding she stop 

Don’t worry, your tree is vole-
free. Probably.

talking his trees — telling pass-
ersby that they are infested with 
vermin.

“They came in and kind of 
pushed their way into the area,” 
said Adam Parke, who has been 
running his eight stands around 
the borough for 26 years, includ-
ing one at the corner of Montague 
and Clinton streets, outside St. 
Ann’s Church. “They’ve been tell-

Success Academy Fort Greene, which is co-located with MS 265.
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for such infractions. 
In addition to the moratorium 

on new Success Academies across 
the district, the council is demand-
ing the State University of New 
York — which is in charge of the 
school’s charter — investigate the 
Fort Greene school and close the 
operation if the inspection turns 
up anything unsavory.

The panel invited the school’s 
firebrand founder and former 
Manhattan Councilwoman Eva 
Moskowitz to its Dec. 8 meeting 
to address its concerns, but she in-
stead wrote a letter noting the list 
mentioned in the article was re-
voked within days — and the prin-
cipal reprimanded — and claimed 
other allegations were just “anec-
dotes” from a handful of families 
that don’t represent the thousands 

who are happy with her schools. 
The education council says the 

letter didn’t address many of its con-
cerns, which is why it is asking for 
the review. 

The privately run, publicly 
funded charter school network 
mostly serves kids from low-in-
come neighborhoods, and claims 
it offers kids who would otherwise 
be stuck in crummy public schools a 
chance at a first-rate education. 

A Success spokesman said that 
the majority of parents in District 
13 like the 204-student school and 
have shown their support at the ed-
ucations ballot box — families of 
more than 800 kids in the district 
entered into its admissions lottery 
last year, he said.

“Success Academy has received 
overwhelming support from Dis-

trict 13 parents, who are demanding 
high-quality schools,” said Brian 
Whitley. 

Many in the neighborhood had 
fought to keep the school from 
opening in the first place, as they 
were worried the charter school 
would take space from MS 265, 
said Goldsmith.

Parents in other parts of the bor-
ough have also fought to keep Suc-
cess schools from securing space 
inside local public school buildings 
— critics filed unsuccessful law-
suits to stop it opening branches 
inside Williamsburg and Cobble 
Hill institutions, while some op-
ponents defaced the company’s 
subway ads.

The education department re-
fused to comment on the prospect of 
a moratorium or investigation. 

By Armand Diphthong
The Brooklyn Paper

Documentary filmmaker 
Michael Moore can blame 
the press for the fact that he 
had to see “Star Wars: The 
Force Awakens” all by him-
self on Saturday. Moore told 
Brooklyn Paper Radio that 
he was all set to geek out to 
the beloved franchise with a 
pal on Friday morning until he had to 
do an interview to promote his own new 
film, “Where to Invade Next.” 

“By the time I bought new tickets 
there was only one left for the 12:15 am 
show, so I’m seeing ‘Star Wars’ alone!” 
he told hosts Vince DiMiceli and Gersh 

Kuntzman. “I’ll be the one cry-
ing in his popcorn.”

Moore confessed to being 
a longtime “Star Wars” fan — 
even of the prequels, in which 
he noticed an eerie coincidence 

between the last Republican 
administration and the Dark 
Side of the Force.

“I always thought Episode 
3 was a great metaphor for 

Bush and Cheney,” he said. “And George 
Lucas once told me I was right!”

Brooklyn Paper Radio is the first 
of the Community News Group’s new 
radio podcasts. It is webcast live every 
Monday at 4:30 pm, and can be subse-
quently downloaded on  iTunes. 

Michael Moore joins us on the Radio

By Allegra Hobbs
The Brooklyn Paper

They’re embracing it with open arm-
ories!

Developers will gut Crown Heights’ 
historic Bedford Union Armory and 
fill it with housing, a community cen-
ter, and sports facilities, city honchos 
announced last Thursday — welcome 
news to residents, who say the plan is 
in sync with what they told officials 
they want to see there.  

“I’m pleased to see that the develop-
ers have taken into consideration what 
the community would like to see at the 
Bedford Union Armory location,” said 
Demetrius Lawrence, the chairman of 
the local community board.

The city tapped developers BFC Part-
ners and Slate Property Group for the 
 long-awaited  redevelopment of the va-
cant, century-old weapons storage fa-
cility at Bedford Avenue and Union 
Street, following two years of nego-
tiations with local residents and pro-
spective rebuilders on how to make-
over the massive property.

The real-estate firms’ proposal for 
the site includes 24 condominiums and 
330 apartments — 166 of which will 
be below-market-rate. One hundred 
of those will be set aside for house-
holds earning around $85,500 a year 
— based on a family of three — 48 will 
go to families earning roughly $36,500, 
and 18 will be for folks earning around 
$28,800.

The new building will also include 

Developers giving Armory a shot
Historic C’Heights weapons depot slated for housing, sports center

proposals resembled the communi-
ty’s wishes for the space, according 
to a city rep.

For example, neighbors said they 
did not want any segregation between 
so-called “affordable” and market-rate 
housing — and as a result, all the units 
will be mixed in together. 

Local leaders say they are thrilled to 
see the community’s feedback finally 
put into action after the lengthy nego-
tiation period, and hope the city and 
the developers keep listening through a 
public review process and during con-
struction.

“The hope is that the developer has 
an open and compassionate ear,” said 
Assemblyman Walter Mosley (D–
Crown Heights).

The munitions depot has been empty 
since 2011, when troops stationed there 
were moved to Fort Hamilton, and then-
Borough President Marty Markowitz 
 began pushing to revitalize the property  
—  inspired by the $16-million redevel-
opment of the Park Slope armory .

The state finally handed the build-
ing over to the city in late 2013, and 
officials have been quietly hammer-
ing out details ever since. 

In early November,  some 5,000 
hasidic rabbis from around the world 
used the vacant armory for a confer-
ence . Later that month, a music festival 
tried to hold a rave there, but  eventu-
ally moved the party after local resi-
dents and pols complained it would be 
too loud and dangerous . 

offices, a community event space, and 
a recreational center — which may in-
clude basketball courts, a swimming 
pool, and an indoor turf field and will 
be partially designed by Knicks star and 
Red Hook native Carmelo Anthony.

The developers — who will take 
on a 99-year lease — plan to keep the 

cavernous structure’s iconic castle-
like brick walls and curved roof, but 
will also stick a more modern-look-
ing addition on top near President and 
Roger streets.

The city met with locals many times 
over the two-year search, and made 
its decision partially on how closely 

The Bedford Union Armory is slated to become a massive develop-
ment with apartments, condos, stores, and possibly a community 
pool.
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OUR EXCLUSIVE 
INTERVIEW:

BrooklynPaper.com/radio

See TREES  on page 10
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Planned Service Changes

  D
WEEKNIGHTS
11:30 PM to 5 AM, Mon to Thu
Dec 21 – 24

WEEKEND
11:30 PM Fri to 5 AM Mon
Dec 25 – 28

No D service between 34 St-Herald Sq and
Atlantic Av-Barclays Ctr

D service operates in two sections:

Travel Alternatives
F ( Q )

D ( Q )
34 St-Herald Sq and/or Atlantic Av-Barclays Ctr

W 4 St B’way-Lafayette St F F
D (Q )   34 St-Herald Sq

Grand St F
W 4 St B’way Lafayette St
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By Lauren Gill
The Brooklyn Paper

Things have taken a turn 
for the worse.

A city decision to allow 
traffic coming off the Man-
hattan Bridge to turn down 
a tiny Downtown street has 
transformed a residential 
road into a dangerous de 
facto off-ramp, and offi-
cials must close it again be-
fore someone gets hurt, say 
nearby residents. 

“Somebody is going to get 
killed,” said Downtowner 
Juan Salazar, who lives near 
Concord Street — the trou-
bled thoroughfare in question 
— and claims the stream of 
trucks and cars pouring off 
the bridge plague the nar-
row street with near-colli-
sions and congestion around 
the clock.

Since October, drivers ex-
iting the span have been al-
lowed to turn left onto Con-
cord Street at any hour of 
the day — where previously 
they could only do so during 
rush hour between 3:30 pm 
and 7 pm.

The local community board 
okayed the plan back in May, 
but some panel members now 
say they didn’t realize at the 
time that the street is home 
to several schools and a play-

New Manhattan Bridge exit plagues Downtown residential road

Discord on Concord Street

Locals Juliette Ibelli, Pat 
Gustaf fson, and Juan 
Salazar at the corner of 
Concord Street and Flat-
bush Avenue Extension, 
which they say is a disas-
ter area due to traffic 
coming off the Manhat-
tan Bridge.
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6–3 with one abstention to re-
scind its approval for the 24-
hour turn — and also asked the 
city’s transportation depart-
ment to install signs, speed 
bumps, and cameras on Con-

cord Street — after residents 
brought the issue to their at-
tention.

The transportation de-
partment says it only made 
the permanent change in the 
first place because the neigh-
borhood advisory panel re-
quested it. A rep refused to 
say whether the agency would 
consider reversing course in 
light of the vote, but that it 
does plan to add more signs, 
signals, and “school safety 
measures” in the future.

Drivers veering left would 
have to take longer routes to 
Tillary Street or Myrtle Av-
enue if the city turns off the 
turn, but Salazar says driv-
ers managed that just fine be-
fore October. 

“It was never an issue, 
never a problem before, and 
people lived without a left 
turn,” he said.

Locals would like the 
city to ban the left turn alto-
gether, but will probably set-
tle for a return to permitting 
it between 3:30–7 pm, Sala-
zar said.

The full community board 
will vote on the change at Jan-
uary’s meeting, but its judge-
ment is only advisory, and the 
Department of Transportation 
will ultimately have to decide 
what to do.

ground — or foresee the dan-
gers the change would create 
for local drivers and young-
sters walking to class, accord-

ing to Salazar.
Members of Community 

Board 2’s transportation com-
mittee last Wednesday voted 

By Allegra Hobbs
The Brooklyn Paper

Break out the bubbly 
— then smash it against 
a boat!

A Greenpoint couple say 
their decades-long dream to 
clean up a stretch of water-
front property and build a 
museum celebrating a local 
Civil War ship on the site 
may finally set sail thanks to 
a recent cash injection.

“It’s something we’ve 
worked on for a long time, 
and finally something is 
working out nice for it,” said 
Janice Lauletta-Weinmann, 
who has been championing 
the museum with her hus-
band George for nearly two 
decades.

Neighborhood residents 
recently elected to pump al-
most $600,000 into helping 
the duo  finally start building 
their long-promised Green-
point Monitor Museum  — 
named for the U.S.S. Moni-
tor,  one of the first iron-clad 
war ships built by the U.S. 
Navy during the Civil War , 
which was constructed and 
launched near Quay and 
West streets in 1862 before 
sinking later that year.

The moolah comes from 
 the Greenpoint Community 
Environmental Fund  — a 
State reserve created from 
money ExxonMobil  had to 
cough up  after spilling some 

30 million gallons of oil into 
the Newtown Creek. 

Hundreds of commu-
nity members voted in fa-
vor of assigning some of that 
money to the museum in 
November, alongside hun-
dreds of thousands shelled 
out to other neighborhood 
enterprises. 

The Greenpoint-raised 
couple first dreamed up 
the museum in 1996 as a 
way to teach newer resi-
dents about the history of 
the boat, on which one of 
George Weinmann’s distant 
cousins sailed. 

Without a permanent 
home for their history re-
pository, they have been tak-
ing their artifacts and les-
sons around to local schools, 
and have also staked out a 
classroom space at Green-
point’s PS 110.

The couple scored an 
acre of waterfront land at 
Bushwick Inlet in 2003, and 
have been working toward 
planting the museum there 
ever since.

The money — plus an-
other $200,000 from private 
investors — will go towards 
turning that land into a com-
munity green space called 
U.S.S. Monitor Park. 

The Weinmanns say 
they’ll f lood-proof the de-
caying shoreline, create a 
living habitat for river crit-

ters, and post up signs ex-
plaining history of the be-
loved boat.

The landscaping will 
pave the way for the brick-
and-mortar museum the 
couple dreams of eventu-
ally building there, said 
Lauletta-Weinmann.

“It’s the first step, and 
it’s an important first step,” 
she said. “You can’t just put 
in a building and have ev-
erything start falling down 
around it.”

Locals say any more 
green space in the park-
starved nabe will be a wel-
come addition.

“It will be an amazing 
contribution to our neigh-
borhood,” said Katherine 
Thompson of community 
group Friends of Bushwick 
Inlet Park, which is  pushing 
the city to uphold its prom-
ise to create more parkland 
nearby .

Locals also elected to 
put money from the oil-
spill fund towards creat-
ing a community garden 
and urban farm in McCa-
rren Park,  more renova-
tions for McGolrick Park , 
and building a roof-top bird 
habitat along the Newtown 
Creek.

Past projects paid for by 
the fund include tree-plant-
ings, public murals, and ed-
ucational programs.  

Anchors aweigh! 
Civil War buffs score cash for museum

The Greenpoint Monitor Museum will turn its acre of land along the East 
River into an idyllic community greenspace, complete with an educational 
boardwalk full of information on the U.S.S. Monitor warship.
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By Lauren Gill
The Brooklyn Paper

Where will we get ostrich 
carpaccio and monkey gland 
sauce now? 

Fort Greene restaurant 
Madiba — Brooklyn’s best 
and only South African eat-
ery — says it is in the red and 
will have to close its doors 
soon unless it can scrounge 
together enough cash to stay 
afloat. But employees say they 
still can’t imagine the neigh-
borhood without the 17-year-
old staple. 

“Leaving is unthinkable, 
going out of business is un-
thinkable,” said Madiba’s 

community outreach coor-
dinator Ruen Ellis. “We’re a 
community institution.” 

The bustling DeKalb Av-
enue eatery opened in 1999, 
and has since won over many 
residents with its colorful de-
cor and fiery curries.   

But the eatery has now 
racked a mountain of debt 
— at least some of which 
it owes to loan sharks,  ac-
cording to a Forbes report  
— and can’t cover its ever-
rising rent and building re-
pairs, Ellis said.

The business attempted to 
expand into Manhattan in late 
2014 but closed that outpost 
within a year — the company 

claims it struggled because it 
 couldn’t secure a full liquor 
license there . 

Now owner and head 
chef Mark Henegan is ask-
ing customers to help cover 
his costs and keep the busi-
ness alive. Fans have kicked 
in around $16,500  via an on-
line crowd-funding campaign  
and another $3,500 at a fund-
raising event last Wednesday 
— but that will only cover 
part the $200,000 he says 
he needs.

Madiba [195 DeKalb Ave. 
at Carlton Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 855–9190, 
www.madibarestaurant.
com].

Madiba on the rocks

Madiba head chef and owner Mark Henegan says 
he needs to raise $200,000 to cover the business’s 
debts, or he will have to close.
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DISCOVER REAL 
POSSIBILITIES IN 
NEW YORK CITY. 

From � ghting for you on the steps of City Hall to turning your dreams into reality, 
we’re here to help you get the most out of life. Whether it’s great local discounts, 
rewarding volunteer opportunities or fun, informative events, we’re bringing you 
exciting things all across the � ve boroughs. If you don’t think Real Possibilities when 
you think AARP, then you don’t know “aarp.”

Get to know us 
at aarp.org/nyc

Real Possibilities is a trademark of AARP

New York City

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

A gaggle of goons stole a 
backpack from a guy when he 
was playing basketball on Fur-
man Street on Dec. 16.

The victim said he was 
shooting hoops near Joralemon 
Street at 6:15 pm when a group 
of nogoodniks approached him 
and snatched his backpack. 
When he tried to grab it back, 
the guys warned him, “If you 
keep this up we are going to 

jump you,” cops said.

Mugged
Some brute mugged a 

woman at gunpoint on Sands 
Street on Dec. 16.

She told police three fiends 
approached her at 6:40 pm 
by Bridge Street. One guy 
flashed a gun while another 
punched her in the neck and 
the third stole her purse, which 
contained an iPhone, Kindle, 
credit cards, keys, and wallet, 
according to reports.

Package plunder
Some weasel stole pack-

Bandits swipe backpack from hoops player

ages from the inside of an 
apartment building on Pa-
cific Street on Dec. 16.

The guy broke the lock on 
the side door and entered the 
building near Smith Street be-
tween 10:45 pm on Dec. 16 
and 7:15 am on Dec. 17. He 
took four packages from the 
lobby and fled onto Pacific 
Street, said police. 

Shattered
An unknown crook stole 

a laptop from a car on Mon-
tague Street on Dec. 17.

The victim told police he 
parked his car at 5 am near 
Furman Street and when he 
returned at 1 pm, his rear pas-
senger-side window had been 
shattered. He said a MacBook 
Pro was amongst the items 
taken, according to reports.

Brick head
Some guy inexplicably 

bashed a complete stranger 
with a brick on Dean Street 
on Dec. 20.

The victim told police he 
was near Fourth Avenue at 
2 am when a bruiser walked 
up to him and hit him in the 
face with the block, cutting 

his forehead.
He said he had never seen 

the rogue lout before, accord-
ing to reports.

Unlocked
Some villain plundered a 

Fulton Street store overnight 
on Dec. 16.

The owner said he went to 
open his shop by Hoyt Street 
at 6:45 am when he noticed his 
metal security gate had been 
raised nearly halfway, but the 
lock was still intact. 

He opened his door, which 
he said he always keeps un-
locked, and when he went 
inside, he discovered $200 
was gone from the register, 
which was also unlocked. 
To make matters worse, 15 
watches were missing from 
an unlocked display case, ac-
cording to police.

— Lauren Gill

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Pill popper
Some heartless villain 

ransacked an apartment on 
President Street on Dec. 21, 

grabbing just about every-
thing worth a buck, includ-
ing a kid’s expensive medi-
cine, police said.

The victim left his apart-
ment near Clinton Street just 
before noon and came back 
at 5 pm to find someone had 
broken down the front door 
and taken jewelry, a wed-
ding band, and electronics. 
But the most egregious theft 
was of the medicine, accord-
ing to police.

Engine warmer
An opportunistic car thief 

lifted a guy’s wheels while he 
popped into a Degraw Street 
apartment on Dec. 15.

The guy left his Cadil-
lac DeVille running and its 
driver-side window open 
while he ran into the apart-
ment between Smith and Hoyt 
streets, police said. 

He was inside for no more 
than five minutes, he told po-
lice, and came out just in time 
to see the wretch driving off 
in his Caddy. He had plumb-
ing tools and other items in 
the car, along with a city park-
ing permit.

Drone swipe
A thief stole a cache of 

gadgetry, including a hobby 
drone someone left in his car 
parked on Strong Place dur-
ing the weekend of Dec. 12, 
according to police.

The man parked the car 

there between Degraw and 
Kane streets at 10:30 pm on 
Dec. 12 and came back three 
days later to find his pricey 
drone and camera equip-
ment missing. The looter also 
grabbed the hobbyist’s stereo 
and some Ray Ban shades.

Swift lift
Someone grabbed goods 

out of a work truck while a 
delivery driver was busy drop-
ping off merchandise at a shop 
on Court Street on Dec. 17, a 
police report said.

The delivery man left the 
truck unlocked near Kane 
Street at around 11 am while 
he made the delivery. The thief 
got a phone and his wallet with 
his credit cards, license, and 
$60 in cash.

The whole lot
A purloiner ransacked a 

car parked on Hicks Street 
sometime between Dec. 14 
and 19, police said.

The driver parked the 
car near Hamilton Avenue 
around 7:30 pm on Monday 
and returned on Saturday af-
ternoon. The driver found 
someone stole a MacBook 
Pro, a baby stroller, baby 
play pen, and even the car’s 
spare tire. 

The thief also broke the ra-
dio while trying to steal it, the 
victim told police. Police said 
there were no signs of forced 
entry. — Dennis Lynch

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

MAYHEM ON THE A

By Ruth Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

A weapon-wielding 
woman in a bright yellow 
coat slashed two straphang-
ers on a Queens-bound A 
train last Friday evening, ac-
cording to police and foot-
age of the incident.

The lady got into a ver-
bal spat with a 28-year-old 
woman and a 48-year-old guy 
as the train was approach-
ing Jay Street MetroTech at 
around 7 pm, police said. She 
then pulled a “sharp object” 
out of her purse and threat-
ened to cut the man if he 
spoke, according to footage 
captured by a witness  .

“Do you want to see 
what’s going to happen when 
I get off this train? I’m go-
ing to cut you, and I’m go-
ing to get away with it,” she 
said in the clip. 

She then lunged at the guy 
and the other woman and a 
tussle ensued, the video ap-
pears to show. 

The attacker nicked both 
victims’ faces with her blade 
in the melee, before fleeing 
the train at Nostrand Ave-
nue station, according to a 
police report.

Police say the assailant is 
around 30 years old, 6-foot 
tall, and 180 pounds, with 
black hair. 

Woman slashes out

By Ruth Brown
The Brooklyn Paper

Police are looking for a 
guy who they say punched 
a woman in the head for seem-
ingly no reason aboard an A 
train on Nov. 23.

The 29-year-old victim 
told authorities the train was 
near Jay Street MetroTech sta-
tion at around 6:05 pm when 
the brazen brute approached 
the her and slugged her unpro-
voked, before he ran off.

The woman sustained a 

sore and swollen head as a re-
sult, according to a report.

Police believe the lout is 
in his late 50s, around 5-foot-
11 tall and 230 pounds, and 
has short brown hair and 
brown eyes. 

Authorities ask anyone 
with information about ei-
ther incident to call (800) 
577–8477, or submit tips 
by logging onto www.nyp-
dcrimestoppers.com or by 
texting 274637, followed 
by TIP577. 

Punch without cause

By Allegra Hobbs
The Brooklyn Paper

They caroled for a cause. 
Crown Heights residents 

combined Christmas tunes 
and combatting gun violence 
on Dec. 12, singing carols on 
some of the neighborhood’s 
most crime-ridden blocks.

It was a special show of 
holiday spirit from a close-
knit community, said a lo-
cal pol who teamed up with 
a neighborhood church for 
the event.

“It was a heartwarming ex-
perience to see the commu-
nity once again come out in 
spirit of the holiday season 
as we sang, we hugged, we 
stopped and prayed at dif-
ferent areas where people 
lost their lives to gun vio-
lence,” said Assemblywoman 
Diana Richardson (D–Crown 
Heights).

The event kicked off at the 
Beulah Church of the Naza-
rene on St Johns Place, where 
carolers gathered for a group 

prayer and a tree-lighting cer-
emony, before making their 
way through the neighbor-
hood, stopping to sing at spots 
where fatal shootings have 
taken place.

The caroling crusade tack-
led a dark issue, but was nev-
ertheless full of joy, said the 
Assemblywoman. 

“The ceremony was a 
beautiful display of the com-
munity coming together to 
spread some holiday cheer,” 
she said. 

Caroling at gun violence hot spots

Carolers kicked off the evening with a tree lighting at the Beulah Church of 
the Nazarene before making their way to sites around the community where 
people have been shot.

C’Heights event replaces fear with cheer

Minister Kathy Elliott of local organization Womens 
Motivational Services said a prayer.
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By Bill Roundy
The Brooklyn Paper

T
hese comedians are in their happy 
place!

An improv comedy theater will 
throw a party on New Year’s Eve to cel-
ebrate the one-year anniversary of its 
underground theater space. The Annoy-
ance Theatre and Bar in Williamsburg 
has created a vibrant space for comedi-
ans to push their limits, says the group’s 
executive director.  

“It’s a literally underground theater, in 
the basement,” said Philip Markle, who 
lives in Williamsburg. “The vibe in there 
is electric, it’s very intimate. It feels like 
you’re in a clubhouse. It’s a place where 
people feel welcome and take risks.

The Annoyance Theatre started in 
Chicago, but branched out to teaching 

its brand of subversive improvisational 
comedy in Brooklyn in early 2014. Since 
then, the Annoyance Theatre has taught 
more than 500 students, opened its under-
ground physical theater, and grown be-
yond improv, hosting performances four 
night a week of sketch comedy groups, 
game shows, and semi-scripted perfor-
mances like “The Devil Wears Prada — 
the Musical.” Markle says the group tries 
to keep a rough balance between improv 
shows and other formats.

“There’s a lot different types of com-
edy you can see, but it shares a voice,” he 
said. “A loose, edgy, screw-the-Man kind 
of voice. But more than anything else, it’s 
playful.”

Among the theater’s regular shows is 
“Dog Fight,” in which three improv teams 
compete before a canine comedy connois-
seur. Markle, who created the show, says 

that the concept is a way of deflating the 
pressure of competition.

“I said ‘This is ridiculous, we don’t care 
who wins. Let’s just have the dog judge it,’ ” 
said Markle. “So we interview the dog be-
tween all the sets. We have stage-worthy 
dogs with very expressive faces.”

At the end of the show, a member of each 
comedy team is given a doggie treat, and 
the pooch determines the winner.

“Whichever treat the dog goes for is ob-
viously the funniest team,” said Markle.

The anti-competitive nature of that show 
matches the executive director’s plan to 
keep the company level-headed.

“It’s my goal to keep an ego-free zone, 
where anyone can come up to anyone else 
at the bar,” he said. “As we get bigger, we 
want to keep it open. We’re trying to avoid 
the hierarchical system that can sometime 
make improvisers too cool for school.”

The New Year’s Eve party is another 
way to bring comedians together. It will 
not include any performances — instead 
offering improvisers and friends a chance 
to drink and socialize in the space where 
they have often taken the stage. It will 
also function as a release party for the 
new improv guide “Behind the Scenes,” 
written by Mick Napier, the group’s ar-
tistic director.

“It’s a celebration for anyone to come 
in and have three drinks and champagne,” 
said Markle. “It’s open to anyone in the 
comedy community who wants to feel the 
vibe. We’re just taking it easy and celebrat-
ing that night.” 

New Year’s Eve Party at the Annoyance 
Theatre and Bar [367 Bedford Ave. at S. 
Fifth Street in Williamsburg, (718) 569–
7810, www.theannoyancenewyork.com]. 
Dec. 31 at 8 pm. $20.

By Colin Mixson
The Brooklyn Paper

T
his show will be wicked 
funny!

A group of comedians and mu-
sicians will spend the first night of 
the new year performing a muddled 
musical version of “The Devil Wears 
Prada” in a Williamsburg comedy 
venue, with songs from the Broadway 
hit “Wicked.” The cast will have less 
than a day to prepare for the show — 
but the worse they do, the bigger the 
laughs, says the show’s producer.

“The first time we did this, it was 
pretty sloppy in both the storytell-
ing and the songs, but the energy 

was so silly and ridiculous that ev-
eryone, including the audience, had 
a blast,” said Henry Koperski, who 
also wrote the piece.

The production is a mash-up of 
scenes from the popular Meryl Streep 
flick about a domineering fashion 
magazine editor and her personal as-
sistant, with musical bits inspired by 
the “Wizard of Oz” prequel “Wicked.” 
Koperski decided to have the film and 
the musical work in tandem because he 
was drawn to the tunes in “Wicked”, 
including “Defying Gravity,” “Pop-
ular,” and “Dancing Through Life,” 
and he saw similarities between the 
witchy songs and the bitchy charac-
ters in the movie.

“I chose ‘Wicked’ as the next musi-
cal I wanted to do, because the songs 
are so fun and really popular, and then I 
just thought ‘What’s a show with some 
great evil characters?’ ” he said.

The show does not have a proper 
script, however. Before the show, Ko-
perski will tell the actors which story 
beats they should aim for and when the 
songs should kick in, leaving them to 
invent all of the dialogue on the fly.

“People might say some key 
quotes from the movie, popular ref-
erences, but overall it’s improvised,” 
he said.

Koperski has tested the movie-and-
musical mash-up before, most notably 
with a version of “Star Wars” with 
songs from “Annie.” The result, he 
says, is a delightfully dysfunctional 
mess of drama and show tunes that 
leaves everybody happy — except 
the show’s creator.

“When I talk to people after the 
show, I seem to be the only one who 
thinks it’s a really big train wreck,” 
said Koperski. “The audience thinks 
its great.”

“The Devil Wears Prada: the Musi-
cal featuring Wicked” at the Annoy-
ance Theatre [367 Bedford Ave. at 
S. Fifth Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
569–7810, www.theannoyancenew-
york.com]. Jan. 1 at 9:30 pm. $5.

A ruff decision: Philip Markle, left, interviews Oakey, the Pekingese mix who judges the weekly improv competition “Dog Fight” at the Annoyance Theatre, which celebrates 
its one-year anniversary of coming to Brooklyn on Dec. 31.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
Ja

so
n 

Sp
ea

km
an

Comedy central
Improv group celebrates anniversary in B’klyn theater

The witch and 
the wardrobe
Fashion fi lm gets musical

Beach party
Second time’s the charm!
The New Year’s Eve celebration on Coney 

Island this year will be bigger and better than 
its inaugural event, adding free roller coaster 

rides and ice skating to 
the fireworks display 
and dazzling Parachute 
Drop light show, accord-
ing to Brooklyn’s part-
ier-in-chief. 

“The best parties for 
ringing in 2016 will be 
in the center of the uni-
verse: Brooklyn, USA!” 
said Borough President 
Adams. 

Adams hopes the ex-
travaganza at the Peo-
ple’s Playground on New 

Year’s Eve will someday measure up to Man-
hattan’s greatest winter tradition, according 
to the Beep’s press officer.

“In the years ahead we think it’s going to 
be something we’d like to believe will rival 
Times Square,” said Stefan Ringel, Adams’s 
communications director.

The numbers are still on the side of the Man-
hattan ball drop, which crams an estimated one 
million people into Times Square, while last 
year’s Coney Island celebration drew about 
5,000 people. But visitors to the seaside re-
sort will have more options than those tightly-
squeezed revelers across the river.

From 9 pm to 11 pm on Dec. 31, the Abe Stark 
Rink will offer free ice skating, and rides on 
the Thunderbolt roller coaster, the B&B Car-
ousel, and the iconic Wonder Wheel will be 
free of charge. The sideshows at Coney Island 
USA will also be operating that night. 

Instead of a ball-drop, the People’s Play-
ground will f launt its own unique Brooklyn 
flair with a burst of midnight light from the 
defunct amusement park ride Parachute Jump. 
Bars and restaurants in the area will also ex-
tend their hours to ensure the partying masses 
can keep their celebrations going well into 
the night. 

The celebration is part of the Beep’s goal 
to make Coney Island a destination during the 
colder months of the year.  

“We’re just very enthusiastic about mak-
ing Coney Island a year-round destination and 
introducing people to all the different things 
Brooklyn has to offer,” said Ringel. “Coney 
Island is so uniquely New York City and it has 
its own culture and flavor to it.”

New Year’s Eve festivities will also take 
place on the other side of the borough, kick-
ing off in Grand Army Plaza at 11 pm, with 
music from the Brooklyn Mash It Up Band 
and more fireworks at midnight. 

Coney Island New Year’s Eve at Steeplechase 
Plaza (Boardwalk between W. 16th and W. 19th 
streets in Coney Island). Dec. 31 at 9 pm. Free.
 — Lauren Gill

PA R T Y

This party is gonna be bumpin’.
A Coney Island bumper car arena will host 

the wildest and loudest New Year’s Eve bash in 
the city. Discotheque legend Nicky Siano will 
spin classic records into 
the wee morning hours at 
“The Very Last Ultimate 
Disco Extravanganza” at 
the Eldorado Auto Sk-
ooter on Surf Avenue, 
and the 60-year-old mas-
ter of ceremonies says 
this will be his last time 
producing a New Year’s 
Eve party.

“It’s just the amount 
of work that goes into 
producing and perform-
ing at a New Year’s Eve party,” said Siano, who 
plans to focus on performing shorter sets rather 
than putting together his own shows. But the 
Sheepshead Bay native, who helped to build 
the city’s dance club culture while spinning 
at Studio 54, says that his final year-end pro-
duction will be a night to remember. 

“We’re doing fog, confetti cannons, we’ve 
got the best sound system in the city, it’s going 
to be something grand,” said Nicky Siano.

The bumper-car spot’s extraordinary sound 
system is the city’s only remaining system de-
signed by the late legendary club sound de-
signer Richard Long, who was responsible for 
the sound systems at fabled clubs like Studio 
54 and the Paradise Garage. Long’s unique 
cabinet designs provide a quality that no other 
dance floor speakers can match.

“The highs and mids are cleaner, richer, 
they’re more complete. The bass cabinets go 
all the way down to 24 hertz, that’s lower than 
what the human ear can hear, they’re incred-
ible,” said Siano.

The music is the most important aspect of 
the dance party, he says, so the party’s un-
usual location hardly matters. 

“People are going out to listen to music, so 
why not provide them with the best sound you 
possibly can?” Siano said. “Now a lot of bars 
spend all their money making the bar look 
good. People don’t give a s--- about what the 
bar looks like when it sounds bad out on the 
dance floor.” 

Siano first played the Eldorado for his 60th 
birthday party. Around 600 people made it 
out for that party, but Siano said New Year’s 
Eve will be bigger and better. He and his crew 
have since installed new dance f loor lights 
and will clean out a game room to create a 
laid-back lounge area. The Eldorado’s back-
yard will also give patrons a stellar view of 
the New Year’s Parachute Jump ball drop a 
quarter mile away.

The beloved DJ will perform alongside  disco 
legends Rochelle Fleming of First Choice, Melba 
Moore, and D.C. La Rue, who will be playing 
“dancefloor hits” all night, said Siano.

“The Very Last Ultimate Disco Extravangan-
za” (1216 Surf Avenue, between Stillwell Av-
enue and W. 12th Street in Coney Island, www.
nickysiano.com/NewYearsEve2.html). Dec. 31, 
10 pm—6 am. $75. — Dennis Lynch

Countdown!
D I S C O

Keyed up: Matteo Lane (left) will play the Anne Hathaway role in a 
musical production of “The Devil Wears Prada” created by Henry 
Koperski and featuring music from “Wicked.” The show plays at the 
Annoyance Theater on Jan. 1..
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
December 25

In Who-ville
After carving the 
roast beast, head to 
nerd-haven the Way 
Station, where you 
can sip a Sonic 
Screwdriver cocktail 
while watching 
tonight’s new “Doc-
tor Who” Christmas 
special, in which the 
time-traveling Doctor 
does his best to 
avoid Christmas 
cheer.

9 pm at the Way Station 
[683 Washington Ave. 
between St. Marks 
Avenue and Prospect 
Place in Prospect Heights, 
(347) 627–4949, www.way-
stationbk.com]. Free.

SATURDAY
December 26

Interfaith 
folk
Folk singer Dar Wil-
liams visits Brooklyn 
for the “Christians, 
Pagans, and other 
Hipsters” show, sure 
to feature her song 
about a combined 
Christmas and winter 
solstice party. Clinton 
Hill singer and song-
writer Lucy Wain-
wright Roche opens.

8 pm at the Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. between 
Second and Third avenues 
in Gowanus, (718) 643–
6510, www.thebellhouse-
ny.com]. $30 ($25 in 
advance).

SUNDAY
December 27

Feel the 
Schwartz! 
Now that everyone 
has gone to see the 
new “Star Wars” 
movie, it is time to 
enjoy the Lighter 
Side of the Force, 
with “May the Farce 
Be With You,” an 
afternoon extrava-
ganza of space opera 
parodies, including 
“Spaceballs” and 
“Hardware Wars.” 

3 pm at Freddy’s Bar [627 
Fifth Ave. between 17th 
and 18th streets in 
Greenwood Heights, (718) 
768–0131, www.freddys-
bar.com]. Free.

WEDNESDAY
December 30

It’s New 
Deer’s Eve 
Country-tinged alt-
rock band Deer Tick is 
getting an early start 
on its New Year’s Eve 
concert! The Rhode 
Island rockers will play 
two nights in a row at 
Brooklyn Bowl, so you 
can start your party-
ing with them on the 
Eve of New Year’s Eve. 

8:30 pm. Brooklyn Bowl 
[61 Wythe Ave. between 
N. 11th and N. 12th 
streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 963–3369], www.
brooklynbowl.com. $30.

THURSDAY
December 31

Gimme the 
News!
As you head into 2016, 
go back in time with 
hit-makers Huey Lewis 
and the News, who will 
demonstrate that the 
heart of rock ’n’ roll 
beats with the power 
of love while opening 
the biggest New Year’s 
Eve party in Brooklyn. 
Beach rocker Jimmy 
Buffet will be playing 
at midnight.

9:30 pm at Barclays 
Center (620 Atlantic Ave. 
at Pacific Street in 
Prospect Heights, www.
barclayscenter.com). $65–
$500.
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FRI, DEC. 25
OPEN SOURCE SOUP KITCHEN: Each 

night this month, the Open Source 
Gallery hosts an artist who cooks a 
free meal for 15-20 people and pro-
vides some kind of artistic element, 
like an exhibit, performance, or dec-
oration. Free. 7–9 pm. Open Source 
Gallery [306 17th St. at Sixth Avenue 
in Park Slope, (646) 279–3969], www.
open-source-gallery.org. 

THEATER, “ANNIE”: Directed by 
original lyricist and director Martin 
Charnin, this production of “Annie” 
is a brand new incarnation of the 
iconic Tony-winning original. $30 
- $75. 8 pm. Kings Theatre (1027 
Flatbush Ave. between Beverly Road 
and Tilden Avenue in Flatbush), 
www.kingstheatre.com. 

FILM, “GREMLINS”: Never feed them 
after midnight! Part of the “Nite-
hawk Saves Xmas” fi lm series! $11. 
Midnight. Nitehawk Cinema [136 
Metropolitan Ave. between Wythe 
Avenue and Berry Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 384–3980], www.
nitehawkcinema.com. 

SAT, DEC. 26
ART, BRINGING BACK THE CITY: The 

exhibit features the works of transit 
workers and delivers a perspective 
on recent major events, including the 
attacks of 9-11; Northeast Blackout, 
the Blizzard of 2010, Hurricane Irene 
and Superstorm Sandy with images, 
artifacts, oral histories and multime-
dia experiences. Free with museum 
admission. 10 am to 4 pm. New York 
Transit Museum [Boerum Place at 
Schermerhorn Street in Downtown, 
(718) 694–1600], www.mta.info/mta/
museum. Theater, “Annie”: 2 pm and 
8 pm. See Friday, Dec. 25. 

KWANZAA WITH CUMBE: Join us to 
learn about the holiday of Kwanzaa 
and the Nguzo Saba, the seven prin-
ciples of African Heritage, through 
the arts of music and dance in an 
exclusive presentation by Brooklyn’s 
own Cumbe: Center for African and 
Diaspora Dance. Free with museum 
admission. 10 am to 5 pm. Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum [145 Brooklyn 
Ave. at St. Marks Avenue in Crown 
Heights, (718) 735–4400], www.
brooklynkids.org. 

ART, “AGITPROP!”: This exhibit ex-

plores the legacy and continued use 
of power and politically engaged art, 
through more than 50 contemporary 
projects and artwork from fi ve mo-
ments of historical urgency, in medi-
ums ranging from photography, fi lm, 
banners, songs, to web platforms. 
$16 museum admission. 11 am–6 
pm. Brooklyn Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

ART, “CONEY ISLAND — VISIONS 
OF AN AMERICAN DREAMLAND, 
1861–2008”: The exhibit, fi rst of its 
kind, explores the historic destina-
tion’s beginnings as a watering hole 
for the wealthy, its transformation 
into a popular beach resort, its de-
cades of urban decline culminating 
in the closing of Astroland, and its 
recent revival as a vibrant and grow-
ing community. $16 museum admis-
sion. 11 am–6 pm. Brooklyn Museum 
[200 Eastern Pkwy. at Washington 
Avenue in Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000], www.brooklynmuseum.
org. 

HEART AND SEOUL: Korea: The 
Brooklyn Children’s Museum will 
ride Hallyu (the Korean Wave) with a 
new exhibit that brings modern-day 
South Korea to New York City. Free 
with museum admission. 10 am to 
5 pm. Brooklyn Children’s Museum 
[145 Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks Av-
enue in Crown Heights, (718) 735–
4400], www.brooklynkids.org. 

ART, “AMERICAN HOME”: Nadine 
Boughton’s collage pieces combine 
1950s pulp adventure images with 
immaculate images of suburban 
homes from the same era. Free. 11 
am–6 pm. United Photo Indus-
tries (16 Main St. at Water Street in 
Dumbo), www.unitedphotoindus-
tries.com. 

ART, “HERE. THERE. EVERYWHERE.”: 
Abstract painter Liz Holly’s water-
color works are exhibited in “Here. 

See 9 DAYS on page 8

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

SAT, DEC 26
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS. 

WASHINGTON WIZARDS: $35–
$4,000. 4 pm.

SUN, DEC 27
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

VS. TORONTO MAPLE LEAFS: 
$35–$1,500. 6 pm.

MON, DEC 28
SPORTS, WWE MONDAY NIGHT 

RAW: $25–$130.50. 7:30 pm.

THU, DEC 31
MUSIC, JIMMY BUFFETT AND 

THE CORAL REEFER BAND: 
$65–$500. 9 pm.

SAT, JAN 2
SPORTS, HARLEM GLOBETROT-

TERS: $26-$194. 2 pm and 7 pm.

SUN, JAN 3
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

VS. DALLAS STARS: $135–
$1,750. 5 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to introduce 
Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-
in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and the New York Daily News’ 
Gersh Kuntzman every Monday at 4 pm for an hour 
of talk on topics Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-out 
segments, can be listened to live or played anytime 
at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH MONDAY AT 4PM AT  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

Hangin’ around: The Harlem Globetrotters will spin and 
shoot the ball, and come up with innovative ways to block the 
basket during their game at Barclays Center on Jan. 2.
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COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER

Integrative Harmony

FOLLOW US ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper



The Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-2500December 25–31, 2015 AWP  7

BROOKLYN BAKERY

MAY THIS JOYOUS SEASON BRING LAUGHTER, 

JOY AND SWEETNESS TO YOU AND YOURS!

Bring home delicious baked goods for your holiday events!

“Totally addictive! The cakes are soft and moist, without being too sugary. Everyone is very nice and the cappuccinos are good too!” — Kay E. GET 10% OFF 

YOUR ORDER!
with this ad. Expires 1/1/2016

By The Brooklyn Party Bureau
for The Brooklyn Paper

N
ew Year’s Eve is coming soon, so 
you had better have plans in place 
before the last-minute scramble for 

tickets! Check our list and decide how 
to ring in the new year just the way 
you want — whether that means a mas-
sive feast, beach rock, a dance party, or 
dancing girls.

Barclays bash
Your dad’s favorite performer Jimmy 

Buffett is headlining Brooklyn this year, 
taking the stage at Barclays for the big-
gest gig in town! Your dad’s third-favorite 
performer Huey Lewis will support. 

9 pm at Barclays Center [620 Atlantic 
Ave. at Flatbush Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (917) 618–6100, www.barclay-
scenter.com]. $65–$500.

Shake your tail-feather
Dress to the nines in black, white, 

and pink for the New Year’s Eve Fla-
mingo Formal at this tropical-themed 
Gowanus shuffleboard club.   

6 pm at Royal Palms Shuffleboard 
Club [514 Union St. between Nevins 
Street and Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(347) 223–4410, www.royalpalmsshuf-
fle.com]. Free.

Main squeeze
Accordionist Rob Curto and his band 

play their modern twist on traditional 
Brazilian accordion-based party mu-
sic. Respond accordion-ly.

10 pm at Barbes [376 Ninth St. at Sixth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (347) 422-0248, 
www.barbesbrooklyn.com]. $20.

A bunch of dopes
Laugh in the new year at the “Exper-

iment Comedy Dope Ass New Year’s 
Eve” show, which offers 10 comedians 
and free food.

10 pm at the Experiment Comedy 
Gallery [20 Broadway between Dun-
ham Place and Kent Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (626) 643–4850, www.the-
excomedy.ticketfly.com].  $20.

Get the clap
Do what it says on the label when 

sweet-sounding Philly indie rockers Clap 
Your Hands Say Yeah take the stage at 
record store Rough Trade. Contrarian 
surf-rock band Surf Rock is Dead and 
psyche rockers Monograms support.

10 pm at Rough Trade [64 N. Ninth 
St. between Kent and Wythe avenues 
in Williamsburg, (718) 388–4111, www.
roughtradenyc.com]. $35.

Pop and rock
Local dance pop outfit Avan Lava head-

lines the Knitting Factory’s bash, which 

also features former the Rapture mem-
bers Vito and Druzzi and electronic artist 
Computer Magic spinning tunes.

8 pm at Knitting Factory [361 Met-
ropolitan Ave. bear Havermeyer Street 
in Williamsburg, (347) 529–6696, 
bk.knittingfactory.com]. $40–$45.

Rub it in
The Bell House’s monthly dance party 

the Rub stages its biggest shindig of the 
year, with resident disc jockeys Ayres 
and Eleven spinning their trademark 
hip-hop, disco, funk, and soul.

10 pm at the Bell House [149 Seventh 
St. between Second and Third avenues 
in Gowanus, (718) 643–6510, www.the-
bellhouseny.com]. $50.

New beers eve
The Brooklyn Brewery opens the spig-

ots for its Brewery Bash tonight, pouring 
more than 20 of its rarely-found brews. 
Also with free food, and a DJ spinning 
into the wee hours.

10 pm at the Brooklyn Brewery [79 
N. 11th Street between Berry Street 
and Wythe Avenue in Williamsburg, 
www.brooklynbrewery.com]. $115.

Bach to the future
Class it up with floating concert hall 

Bargemusic’s annual Bach concert. Vi-

olinist Mark Peskanov and pianist Ste-
ven Beck play, while you sip apple ci-
der and eat chocolate.

7:30 pm at Bargemusic [Fulton Ferry 
Landing near the corner of Old Fulton 
and Water streets in Dumbo, (718) 624–
4924, www.bargemusic.org]. $100.

Doctor woo-hoo!
The sexy ladies of the Wassabassco 

Burlesque troupe will perform every 
hour during the countdown to midnight 
at this Dr. Who-themed bar. 

The Way Station [683 Washington 
Ave. between St. Marks Avenue and 
Prospect Place in Prospect Heights, 
waystationbk.blogspot.com]. $50.

Dance and dine
Detroit techno legend Moodymann’s 

label Mahogani Music showcases its 
funky dance and disco artists — in-
cluding Kai Alce and Andres — at Sugar 
Hill Supper Club. An extra $10 gets you 
a plate of fried chicken and sides.

9 pm at Sugar Hill (609 DeKalb Ave. 
at Nostrand Avenue in Bedford–Stuyve-
sant, ticketf.ly/1NPyY43). $25–$65.

This charming band
Hang the DJ and oscillate wildly with 

Morrissey tribute act the Sons and Heirs. 
Doug Gillard from Nada Surf and Guided 
by Voices will open.

9 pm at Littlefield (622 Degraw St. 
between Third and Fourth avenues 
in Gowanus, www.littlefieldnyc.com). 
$20–$25. 

New Year’s Eats
Load up for the new year with a pig 

roast, a full buffet, and an open bar with 
people who really know their food! 

The Museum of Food and Drink Lab 
(62 Bayard St. between Lorimer and 
Leonard streets in Greenpoint, mofad-
nye2015.splashthat.com). $175.

Let’s go crazy!
Party like it’s 1999 at Videology to-

night, which will drench the entire bar 
and screening space in purple for its 
“Purple Rain Dance Party” party, with 
blacklights and DJs spinning plenty of 
Prince and Morris Day all night.

8 pm at Videology [308 Bedford Ave. 
at S. First Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
782–3468, www.videologybarandcin-
ema.com]. $10.

Join them
Hometown heroes They Might Be Gi-

ants cap off a year of monthly residencies 
at the Music Hall of Williamsburg. 

11 pm at Music Hall of Williamsburg 
[66 N. Sixth St. between Wythe and 
Kent avenues in Williamsburg, (718) 
486–5400, www.musichallofwilliams-
burg.com]. $35–$40.

Party fi t for Kings
Brooklyn’s New Year’s Eve events

Margarita man: Jimmy Buffet will host the ultimate in laid-back New Year’s Eve parties at Barclays Center.

A
ss

o
ci

at
ed

 P
re

ss
 /

 J
as

o
n 

Fo
ch

tm
an

New year’s tease: The Wassa-
bassco burlesque performers will 
dance at the Way Station on New 
Year’s Eve.
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SLIM FIT SUITS $79.99 • 3 FOR $200

QUEENS
163-18 Jamaica Ave.-Portabella
3056 Steinway St.-Portabella
164-08 Jamaica Ave.-Fino
3738 Junction Blvd.-Fino
Queens Center-Quails
Roosevelt Field Quails

NEW JERSEY
807 Broad St.-Portabella
Woodbridge Center-Quails
5516 Bergenline Ave-Quails
Freehold Raceway Mall-Quails
Livingston Mall-Quails

BROOKLYN
503 Nostrand Ave.-Portabella
320 Livingston-Portabella
1671 Pitkin Ave.-Portabella
5205 5th Ave.-Portabella
423 Knickerbocker Ave.-Portabella
294 Utica Ave.-Portabella
1555 Flatbush Ave.-Portabella
851 Flatbush Ave.-Portabella
552 Nostrand Ave.- Fino
366 Fulton St.-Portabella
5007 Church Ave.-Fino

BRONX
12-20 E. Fordham Rd.-Portabella
2887 3rd Ave.-Portabella
3449 Jerome Ave.-Portabella
2938 3rd Ave.-Fino
345 East Fordham Rd.-Fino
259 E. Fordham Rd.-Britches
645 E. Tremont Ave.-Portabella
1498 Parkchester Ave.-Portabella
Bay Plaza Shopping Center-Portabella
13 South 4th Ave.-Mount Vernon
1498 Metropolitan Ave.-Portabella
2168 Bartow Ave.-Portbella 

MANHATTAN
243 W. 125th St.-Portabella
617 W. 181 St.-Portabella
120 W. 125th St.-Fino
1405 St. Nicholas Ave.-Fino
Manhattan Mall-Portabella 

All merchandise not in all stores. All savings off value prices. While quantities last.
Sale ends January 1, 2016

SUITS $5999

WEDDING PARTIES
Boys. Big & Tall. Tuxedos.

BUY 1 SUIT
AT THE VALUE PRICE

GET 2 FREE
Or Buy 1 At Our Everday Low Price

 Value Everyday NOW!
New Slim Fit $250  $9999 3 for $250
New Vested Suits $300  $12999 3 for $300
Luxury Wool $425  $15999 3 for $425

THE LARGEST SELECTION IN NEW YORK

SHOES
$19.99     $29.99     $39.99

Dress • Casual • Driving • Tuxedo 
Driving • Boots • U.S. Polo • Clarks 

Stacy Adams • Phat Farm • Florsheim

portabellastores.com

JUST FOR NEW YEAR’S • DRESS SHOES $29.99

CALVIN KLEIN & LAUREN BY RALPH LAUREN COATS $99.99

THE NEWESTTHE NEWEST
TUXEDOSTUXEDOS

$9999

VALUE $250
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NEW YEAR’S

SALE
SAVE UP TO

70% OFF
VALUE PRICES

DRESS SHIRT & 
TIE SETS
$24.99
$75 VALUE

OUTERWEAR
FROM

$19.99

SWEATERS
MANY MODELS

$9.99

BLAZERS
HOTTEST SLIM FIT STYLES

$39.99
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There. Everywhere.” With 
a blend of calligraphy and 
watercolor paints, Holly’s 
work reaches to represent 
the landscapes of every-
where from Pennsylvania 
to Brooklyn. Free. Noon–9 
pm. gallery505 (505 Court 
St. between Huntington 
and W. 9th streets in Car-
roll Gardens), www.lizholly.
com. 

“ASCENZI SQUARE — SONS 
OF WILLIAMSBURGH”: 
City Reliquary illustrates 
the history of the Ascenzi 
brothers, who have a 
small park in Williamsburg 
named for them. $5 (Chil-
dren 12 and younger free). 
Noon–6 pm. The City Reli-
quary Museum [370 Met-
ropolitan Ave. between 
Havemeyer Street and 
Marcy Avenue in Williams-
burg, (718) 782–4842], 
www.cityreliquary.org. 

MUSIC, COUNSELLOR’S 
QUARTERS, SCANDALO: 
Free. 8 pm. C’Mon Every-
body (325 Franklin Ave. 
between Clifton Place and 
Greene Avenue in Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant).

MUSIC, BAND OF BROTH-
ERS HOLIDAY SHOW: 
Featuring The Broth-
ers Diego and The Crier 
Brothers. Free. 10 pm. 
Freddy’s Bar [627 Fifth 
Ave. between 17th and 
18th streets in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 768–0131], 
www.freddysbar.com. 

NATURE EXPLORATION: 
Join the Prospect Park Alli-
ance for nature education 
programs at the Prospect 
Park Audubon Center, the 
fi rst urban Audubon Cen-
ter in the nation. Children 
enjoy Bird nerd games; na-
ture on the go and animal 
encounter. Free. Noon–4 
pm. Prospect Park Audu-
bon Center [Enter park at 
Lincoln Road and Ocean 
Avenue in Prospect Park, 
(718) 287–3400], www.
prospectpark.org/audu-
bon. 

FISHING FUN: Families with 
children 15 and younger 
learn about aquatic ecol-
ogy, fi shing safety and col-
lect their own bait. Free. 
1 to 2pm and 3 to 4 pm. 
North end of Esplanade 
(East Drive and Ocean 
Avenue in Prospect Park), 
www.nycgovparks.org. 

BIRD WATCHING: Fami-
lies with children 15 and 
younger join with a ranger 
and identify the more than 
250 species of birds in the 
park. Free. 1 to 2pm and 
3 to 4 pm. North end of 
Esplanade (East Drive and 
Ocean Avenue in Prospect 
Park), www.nycgovparks.
org. 

NEEDLEWORK AND 
GAMES: Join in with staff 
and make a small sampler 
and play board games. $3. 

1–3 pm. Lefferts Historic 
Homestead [452 Flatbush 
Ave. between Empire Bou-
levard and Eastern Park-
way in Park Slope, (718) 
789–2822], www.prospect-
park.org. 

FUNDRAISER, CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH NEW LIFE DO-
NATION DROP-OFF: 
Support the church’s out-
reach to needy families by 
donating clothing, books, 
toys, shoes, adult diapers, 
household goods — any-
thing you no longer need. 
Drop off any day or call 
for pickup. Tax receipts 
are available. 8 am–9 pm. 
Christian Church New Life 
[2870 86th St. at W. Sixth 
Street in Gravesend, (347) 
444–4633], www.church-
newlife.org. 

COMEDY, NIGHT OF GOS-
PEL LAUGHS AND CAR-
OLS: Global Christian 
Event Media presents 
an evening of Christmas 
themed comedy and 
music. $50 ($30 in ad-
vance). 6 pm. Kumble The-
ater at Long Island Univer-
sity [DeKalb and Flatbush 
avenues in Downtown, 
(718) 488–1624], www.
brooklyn.liu.edu/kumble-
theater. 

OPEN SOURCE SOUP 
KITCHEN: 7–9 pm. See 
Friday, Dec. 25. 

SUN, DEC. 27
THEATER, “ANNIE”: 1 pm 

and 6:30 pm. See Friday, 
Dec. 25. 

CARROLL GARDENS GREEN-
MARKET: Regionally-
grown produce,cheese, 
and grass-fed beef. Free. 8 
am–3 pm. (Carroll Street at 
Smith Street in Carroll Gar-
dens), www.grownyc.org. 

CORTELYOU GREENMAR-
KET: Fresh and Mexican 
specialty produce. Free. 8 
am–3 pm. (Cortelyou Road 
at Rugby Road in Ditmas 
Park), www.grownyc.org. 

KWANZAA WITH CUMBE: 10 
am to 5 pm. See Saturday, 
Dec. 26. 

ART, “CONEY ISLAND: Vi-
sions of an American 
Dreamland, 1861–2008”: 
11 am–6 pm. See Friday, 
Dec. 25. 

NATURE EXPLORATION: 
Noon–4 pm. See Saturday, 
Dec. 26. 

CRAFT ROOM: Get creative 
with a variety of materials 
and make a Jewish themed 
project. Free with museum 
admission. Noon to 5 pm. 
Jewish Children’s Museum 
[792 Eastern Pkwy. at 
Kingston Avenue in Crown 
Heights, (718) 907–8833], 
www.jcm.museum. 

HISTORIC CRAFTS & 
GAMES: 1 pm to 3 pm. See 
Saturday, Dec. 26. 

FILM, THE FARCE AWAK-
ENS: A day of “Star Wars” 
spoofs, including “Space-
balls,” “Hardware Wars,” 
and “The Star Wars Christ-
mas Special.” Free. 3 pm. 
Freddy’s Bar [627 Fifth 

Ave. between 17th and 
18th streets in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 768–0131], 
www.freddysbar.com. 

OPEN SOURCE SOUP 
KITCHEN: 7–9 pm. See Fri-
day, Dec. 25. 

MON, DEC. 28
SENIOR CHAIR YOGA: Free 

chair yoga classes for se-
niors. Free. 11 am. Park 
Slope Senior Center [463A 
Seventh St. at Seventh Av-
enue in Park Slope, (718) 
832–3726]. 

OPEN SOURCE SOUP 
KITCHEN: 7–9 pm. See Fri-
day, Dec. 25. 

COMEDY, “NIGHT TRAIN 
WITH WYATT CENAC”: 
Hosted by Brooklyn-based 
comedian Wyatt Cenac, 
“Night Train” is a weekly 
show that features comedy 
from the best local and inter-
national stand up comedi-
ans. $5. 8 pm. Littlefi eld [622 
Degraw St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Gow-
anus, (718) 855–3388], www.
littlefi eldnyc.com. 

TUES, DEC. 29
BOROUGH HALL GREEN-

MARKET: Fruits and veg-
etables, plants and fl owers, 
grass-fed meat, fi sh, free-
range eggs, and grass-fed 
dairy products. Free. 8 
am–6 pm. Borough Hall 
Plaza (Court Street at Mon-
tague Street in Downtown), 
www.grownyc.org. 

SALSA: For those 60 and 
older. Free. 10:30 am. Park 
Slope Senior Center (463a 
Seventh St. between Sixth 
and Seventh avenues in Park 
Slope), www.parkslopese-
niorcenter.org. 

MUSIC, DONALD AND 
LYDIA, PINKY SWEARZ, 
SHAYFER JAMES, THE 
TRAVELERS: $5 suggested 
donation. 8 pm. The Way 
Station [683 Washington 
Ave. between St. Marks 
Avenue and Prospect Place 
in Prospect Heights, (718) 
627–4949], www.waysta-
tionbk.com. 

MUSIC, THE MONOLOGUE 
BOMBS: Scott Phillips tells 
musical stories while switch-
ing from piano to accordion 
to guitar. Free. 6 pm. Fred-
dy’s Bar [627 Fifth Ave. be-
tween 17th and 18th streets 

in Greenwood Heights, 
(718) 768–0131], www.fred-
dysbar.com. 

OPEN SOURCE SOUP 
KITCHEN: 7–9 pm. See Fri-
day, Dec. 25. 

MOVIE TRIVIA: Six rounds, 
including famous movie 
quotes, not so famous 
movie quotes, and Nicolas 
Cage quotes. Free. 8:30 pm. 
Videology (308 Bedford 
Ave. at S. First Street in 
Williamsburg), www.videol-
ogy.info. 

WED, DEC. 30
ART, “CONEY ISLAND: Vi-

sions of an American 
Dreamland, 1861–2008”: 
11 am–6 pm. See Friday, 
Dec. 25. 

BRAIN AND BODY EXER-
CISE: For those 60 and 
older. Free. 2 pm. Park 
Slope Senior Center (463a 
Seventh St. between Sixth 
and Seventh avenues in 
Park Slope), www.park-
slopeseniorcenter.org. 

OPEN SOURCE SOUP 
KITCHEN: 7–9 pm. See Fri-
day, Dec. 25. 

MUSIC, DEER TICK: The rock 
band starts its New Year’s 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 6

Eve show a day early! $30. 
8:30 pm. Brooklyn Bowl 
[61 Wythe Ave. between 
N. 11th and N. 12th streets 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
963–3369], www.brooklyn-
bowl.com. 

THURS, DEC. 31
OPEN SOURCE SOUP 

KITCHEN: 7–9 pm. See Fri-
day, Dec. 25. 

NEW YEAR’S EVE BUR-
LESQUE BELOW THE 
BRIDGES: Ring in the new 
year with burlesque danc-
ers, acrobats, aerialists, an 
open bar until midnight, 
hors d’oeurves, and a danc-
ing afterparty. $250. 8 pm. 
The Flying Elephant [66 
Water St. between Main 
and Dock streets in Dumbo, 
(347) 906–4569], www.dum-
boburlesque.com. 

MAHOGANI MUSIC: De-
troit music label Mahog-
ani Music presents a New 
Year’s Eve show with Kai 
Alce, Andrés, Rick Wilhite, 
Flo Real, and Brooklyn’s 
own Turtle Bugg. $25-$65. 
9 pm. Sugar Hill Disco (609 
Dekalb Ave. at Nostrand 
Ave. in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant). 

MUSIC, DEER TICK: The rock 
band plays a New Year’s 
Eve bash with plenty of 
special guests. $50. 9 pm. 
Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe 
Ave. between N. 11th and 
N. 12th streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 963–3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com. 

MUSIC, NEW YEAR’S EVE 
DISCO EXTRAVAGANZA: 
DJ Nicky Siano, in concert 
with Rochelle Fleming, 
Melba Moore, and DC 
LaRue will kick of the new 
year. $100. 10 pm–6 am. 
The El Dorado (1216 Surf 
Ave between W. 12th Street 
and Stillwell Avenue in 
Coney Island), www.nicky-
siano.com. 

NEW YEAR’S EVE AT GREEN-
POINT BEER: Enjoy an 
open bar for beer, wine 
and well spirits at this New 
Year’s party at a brewpub. 
$75–$85. 10 pm. Dirck the 
Norseman [7 N. 15th St. at 
Franklin Street in Green-
point, (718) 389–2940], 
www.dirckthenorseman.
com/blog. 

FIREWORKS AND CONCERT: 
Come and celebrate the old 
year and the new year with 
this annual tradition hosted 
by Beep Eric Adams. En-
tertainment, refreshments, 
and of course fi reworks. 
Come early and get your 
spot. Free. 11 pm to 12 am. 
Grand Army Plaza (Union 
Street between Flatbush 

Avenue and Prospect Park 
West in Park Slope). 

FRI, JAN. 1
MUSIC, MUSEUM OF LOVE 

DJ SET: LCD Soundsystem’s 
Pat Mahoney and Jee-Day’s 
Dennis McNany joined 
forces as Museum of Love. 
$15. 12:30 am. Brooklyn 
Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. be-
tween N. 11th and N. 12th 
streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 963–3369], www.
brooklynbowl.com.

NEW YEARS DAY EVENT AT 
YOGASOLE: Start the year 
with an oasis of quiet, with 
zen meditation at 9 am, or 
a free party at noon with 
fruit, cheese and special 
“Yoga” mimosas. Free. 9 
am and noon. YogaSole 
[254 Windsor Pl. at 11th 
Avenue in Windsor Terrace, 
(718) 541–1382], yogasole.
com/eventskarma/new-
yearsday2016.html. 

POLAR BEAR PLUNGE: Get 
your heart racing in the 
New Year by jumping in the 
ocean with the Coney Is-
land Polar Bear Club! Party 
afterwards at the Coney 
Island Brewing Company. 
$20 suggested donation. 
1 pm. Coney Island Board-
walk at Stillwell Avenue. 
www.polarbearclub.org.

FILM, LORD OF THE RINGS 
MARATHON: Start the 
new year with an epic ad-
venture! All three “Lord of 
the Rings” movies — the 
extended editions — will 
be playing all day. Drop in 
to Middle Earth any time. 
Free. Noon–midnight. 
Videology [308 Bedford 
Ave. at S. First Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 782–3468], 
www.videology.info.

ART, “PERSONAL CORRE-
SPONDENTS: Photography 
and Letter Writing in Civil 
War Brooklyn”: BHS’s pho-
tography and correspon-
dence collection reveals the 
personal stories of Brooklyn 
soldiers and their families 
during the American Civil 
War, uncovering tales that 
are often moving, light-
hearted, and tragic at the 
same time. $10. Noon– 5 
pm. Brooklyn Historical So-
ciety [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org.

ART, “BROOKLYN SEWERS: 
What’s Up Down There?”: 
Brooklyn Historical Society’s 
exhibition tells the story of 
the creation of the Brooklyn 
sewer system through a his-
torical look at four corners 
of Kings County: Flatlands, 
Bushwick, Coney Island, and 

Fort Greene. $10, museum 
admission. Noon–5 pm. 
Brooklyn Historical Soci-
ety [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org.

SAT, JAN. 2
MUSIC, A SUNNY DAY IN 

GLASGOW: $18 ($15 in 
advance). 9 pm. Rough 
Trade NYC [64 N. Ninth St. 
between Kent and Wythe 
avenues in Williamsburg, 
(718) 388–4111], www.
roughtradenyc.com. 

NIGHTLIFE, PARTY LIKE IT’S 
1999: Dance away your 
hangover with the best hits 
of the ’90s. Free. 10 pm. 
Bell House [149 Seventh St. 
between Second and Third 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com.

MAP NYC: Kids can create 
their own maps of the sub-
way and bus lines they take. 
Free with museum admis-
sion. 1:30 pm. New York 
Transit Museum [Boerum 
Place at Schermerhorn 
Street in Downtown, (718) 
694–1600], www.mta.info/
mta/museum. 

TARGET FIRST SATURDAY AT 
THE BROOKLYN MUSEUM: 
With music performances by 
Tamara Renée, Discwoman, 
and Young Paris, a social jus-
tice workshop led by Police 
Reform Organizing Project, 
and screenings of “GoFish” 
and “Don’t Tell Anyone.” 
Free. 5 pm. Brooklyn Mu-
seum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000], www.brooklyn-
museum.org.

MUSIC, LETTUCE: $22. 9 pm. 
Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe 
Ave. between N. 11th and 
N. 12th streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 963–3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com.

FAMILY DAY: Lloyd Miller, 
Together in Dance and the 
staff provide a fun Saturday 
with crafts, singing and 
moving and grooving. Suit-
able for kids aged 3 to 7 
years old. $5. 11 am. Brook-
lyn Historical Society [128 
Pierrepont St. at Clinton 
Street in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 222–4111], www.
brooklynhistory.org.

COMEDY, FIFTY FIRST 
JOKES: 50 comedians 
reveal the fi rst jokes that 
they have written in 2016. 
$12 ($10 in advance). 7 pm. 
Bell House [149 Seventh St. 
between Second and Third 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com.

Bearly dressed: Hardy bathers will rush into the chilly Atlantic Ocean for the an-
nual New Year’s Day Polar Bear Plunge in Coney Island.
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LIST YOUR EVENT…
To list your event in Nine Days In Brooklyn, please give us two weeks notice or more. Send your list-
ing by e-mail: calendar@cnglocal.com, or submit the information online at www.brooklynpaper.com/
events/submit. We are no longer accepting submissions by mail. Listings are free and printed on a 
space available basis. We regret we cannot take listings over the phone.

CATERERS

Offering 
dinner, cocktail 

and 
buffet options

8015/23 13th Avenue, Dyker Heights, Brooklyn, NY 11228 • 718–331–2900 • www.siricos.net

BOOK YOUR 
HOLIDAY PARTIES 

NOW
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Great rates like ours are always in season.

* New money only. APY effective December 14, 2015. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature 
withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice.

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark 

At Flushing Bank, we’re small enough to know you and large enough to provide  
you with the great rates you’re looking for. Hurry, an offer like this can’t last forever. 

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local 
Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

60-Month CD

2..25%
APY*

$5,000 minimum deposit

24-Month CD

1.30%
APY*

$5,000 minimum deposit

By Lauren Gill
The Brooklyn Paper

Say pasta la vista.
Beloved Cobble Hill res-

taurant Brucie will close its 
doors on Feb. 15 after five 
years of serving up homey 
Italian food on Court Street, 
because the owner says she 
wants to do something new. 

“The past five years have 
been especially rewarding 
and exciting but it has come 
to a time when I’m realizing 
I have different priorities as 
a result of the things we’ve 
been able to accomplish here 
at Brucie,” said Zahra Tan-
gorra, who opened the cozy 
spot when she was 26 years 
old. 

The bistro is best known for 
its annual celebrity-themed 
Valentine’s Day menus, which 
have become  viral   internet  
 sensations . Last year it dished 
up a Beyonce-inspired spread 
that included “Jay-ziti” and 
“buga-bouillabaisse,” and this 
year it created a Kim Kar-
dashian and Kanye West feast 

of  “khicken-fried rump roast” 
and “Yeezcake.”

But for its neighbors, 
Brucie is all about simple, 
comforting Mediterranean 
fare, including a take-home 
lasagna service that lets folks 
drop off a pan and pick up 
dinner 24 hours later.

 This paper described the 
eatery as  “like gathering 
around the kitchen table for 
a big family meal” when we 
reviewed the then-newly-
opened spot in 2010.

Tangorra, who is now 32, 
says she now wants to ex-
plore other projects with her 
head chef and best friend Jen-
nie Lupo. The pair want to 
do something to highlight 
young women in the food 
industry and dream of writ-
ing a book aimed at mak-
ing cooking more accessi-
ble, she said.

“I think what Brucie has 
been most successful at is pre-
senting challenging food in a 
way that is easy to enjoy,” she 
said. “We want to expand on 

Ciao down
Court Street Italian joint 
Brucie to close in February

Zahra Tangorra says she is closing Brucie in Cobble 
Hill so she can try her hand at other ventures.
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taking the fear out and adding 
the joy into cooking.” 

Tangorra said she is still 
not sure who will move into 
the space next, but she is in 
the process of talking with 
potential new owners. 

Regular diners — who 
fill half of the restaurant on 
any given night — are dis-
appointed they’ll have to say 
goodbye, she said, but have 
been supportive of the choice 
to move on. 

“They’re sad in a way that 
is so heartwarming,” she said. 
“People really love this place 

and people coming in here 
and saying ‘I love it here’ has 
been one of the biggest hon-
ors of my whole life.”

The eatery will serve its fi-
nal Valentine’s Day meal the 
day before it closes. But there 
is no pun-tastic gimmick this 
year — just a classic menu of 
Brucie’s greatest hits, Tan-
gorra said. 

Go have one final plate 
of spaghetti and meatballs 
at Brucie [234 Court St. at 
Baltic Street in Cobble Hill, 
(347) 987–4961, www.bruc-
ienyc.com]. 

By Allegra Hobbs
The Brooklyn Paper

They’re braising the roof!
A beloved Williamsburg 

community center is cobbling 
together money for a new build-
ing by selling a cookbook of 
recipes donated by local resi-
dents — a collection the creator 
says really reflects the neigh-
borhood’s multicultural her-
itage.

“There are so many inter-
esting and diverse flavors in 
this neighborhood,” said Tay-
lor Erkkinen, owner of nearby 
cooking store the Brooklyn 
Kitchen, whose 6-year-old 
daughter enjoys the Jackson 
Street Settlement House’s af-

ter-school program.
The repository of recipes 

will boast 35 dishes from the 
kitchens of home and profes-
sional cooks around the nabe, 
including Dominican, Puerto 
Rican, and Italian fare.

The School Settlement 
Association is trying raise 
$18 million so it can  raze its 
three-story building at Man-
hattan Avenue and replace it 
with some larger digs , which 
will house a new auditorium, 
gym, and computer labs.

School Settlement is sell-
ing the cookbooks via  a Kick-
starter campaign , and has al-
ready raised about half of its 
$2,500 goal. 

Good appetite
Settlement House selling 
recipes to fund new center

Taylor Erkinnen — owner of Williamsburg cooking 
store the Brooklyn Kitchen — has curated a commu-
nity cookbook to help raise money for the Settle-
ment House, where her daughter Moxie Rosenblum 
enjoys the after-school programs.
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tarnishing their trees.
Parke has since apologized 

and the two have made up, 
Bishop said, but she still 
disputes the claim that she 
ever slandered his saplings 
— and says she in fact of-
ten redirects people to her 
rival’s lot when she doesn’t 
have quite the right tree for 
a customer.

Bishop, who hails from 
Vermont but ships in stock 
from North Carolina, says she 
sells her trees for about $80 
to $90, depending on height, 
and does a steady business 
between Thanksgiving and 
Christmas at her 24-hour 
stand.

Parke grows all of his trees 
in Vermont and boasts “the 
best organic, chemical-free 
Christmas trees in the north-
east,”  on his website . He 
charges $10 a foot and said 

he is so busy some weekends 
that he can’t keep up.

Now the pair have settled 
their differences, both parties 
say they’re willing to call a 
truce on their spruces.

“We have competition 
from all different directions 
and we don’t mind it — it 
is what it is,” said Parke’s 
son Galen.

Out in the field, Christ-
mas trees are often plagued 
by rodents called voles, which 
feed on the bark, according 
to the federal Department of 
Agriculture. 

One local pest-control 
worker said he’d never heard 
of a rodent-infested Christ-
mas tree in the city, but that 
it could happen.

“It’s possible,” said An-
gel Maleve of Empire Pest 
Control on Court Street. 
“They’ll try to find shelter 
in anything.”

Continued from page 1

TREES...

Christmas is a burden 
my daughter bears an-
nually. Her birthday is 

the day after Santa’s annual 
appearance, which has been 
a disappointment her whole 
life. This year, especially so, 
because it’s a big birthday — 
she turns 18. 

She resents the intrusion of 
Yuletide on her special day, 
the way the holiday closes 
school and takes her friends 
away, depriving my girl of 
the party she desires. We’ve 
compensated over the years 
and have tried celebrating in 
mid-December before class-
mates flee for vacation or in 
early January when they’ve 
returned, but neither remedy 
is the same as being feted on 
your day. 

I’m not unsympathetic to 
her plight. I have a birthday 
that poses a similar dilemma. 
I was born the day before 
Thanksgiving and remember 
feeling my cake was an after-
thought among the pies and 

Christmas birthday blues
baked goods, with 
the family barely 
awake, fighting 
turkey induced co-
mas as they mum-
bled a sleepy ren-
dition of “Happy 
Birthday.” 

But there isn’t 
anything that can be done 
about it. There is no way to 
change my child’s birthday 
now, no matter how hard I 
try.

It wasn’t planned this way. 
My daughter’s due date was 
in the middle of January, but 
weeks before some concerns 
cropped up about her size, and 
then whether she might have 
stopped growing in the womb. 
The doctor decided she needed 
to come out early and picked 
that Friday to induce labor, 
Dec. 26. All went well and she 
was ready to leave the hospi-
tal 24-hours after arriving in 
this world. Although we joked 
about rushing her out so we 
could claim her on that year’s 

taxes, her birth was a relief and 
a joy after weeks of growing 
concern and tension.

Of course that isn’t the way 
she sees it. There are things 
I can change as a parent and 
things I simply can’t. My 
daughter, as she turns 18, 
continues to gain increasing 
control over her life, with a 
giant leap into the realm of 
adulthood coming with col-
lege next fall. Driving, vot-
ing and having her own bank 
account, all these things are 
freedoms and offer, in turn, 
greater opportunities to de-
cide her own fate.

There are other facts of 
her life, though, that she will 
never be able to change, no 

matter how much she wants 
to. Learning to accept — even 
embrace — these annoyances 
is also part of growing up.

My daughter has had some 
memorable birthdays over the 
years. She was hoisted onto 
a stage while serenaded with 
a Western-styled rendition of 
the birthday song on one vaca-
tion. She had two friends for a 
sleepover the year of the bliz-
zard, sending them out sled-
ding late at night in piles of 
fresh snow. This year we’ll 
try to make it special, recruit-
ing a friend or two who, like 
her, are staying around to fin-
ish college applications, per-
haps an adult dinner at a nice 
restaurant.

When she blows out the 
candle on her cake, she will 
make her wish and I will make 
mine — that she can make 
peace with the facts of her 
life, setting aside her child-
hood frustrations to find the 
excitement and adventure of 
becoming an adult.

By Scott Sager

The 
Dad

Do people save dogs 
or is it the other way 
around?

That’s the question posed 
by the Broadway comedy 
“Sylvia,” starring Matthew 
Broderick as a disengaged 
middle-aged New Yorker 
who falls in love with a 
very human dog — so hu-
man that she is played by 
the talking, sniffing, ador-
able Annaleigh Ashford. But 
the who-saves-who question 
was also posed after a per-
formance of the show last 
week, to an audience of 
dog fans.

On stage were Broder-
ick, co-star Robert Sella, 
and two dog experts: Ra-
chel McPherson, founder 
and executive director of 
the New York-based Good 
Dog Foundation, which has 
1,000 trained therapy dogs 
volunteering in the tri-state 
area, and Dr. Laurie San-
tos, founder of Yale’s Ca-
nine Cognition Laboratory. 
Yes, they are studying dog-
gie thinking at Yale.

“How many of you 
stuck around tonight be-
cause you have a canine at 
home?” Santos asked the 
audience. “How many of 
you find yourself wonder-
ing what’s going on inside 
his or her head? Do they 
love me? Do they care about 
me?”

The audience laughed a 
little self-consciously. 

Good news, the profes-
sor reported: Our dogs do 
love us. In fact, when they 
look into our eyes, they are 
bathed in as much love as 
we are. 

“Scientists have learned 
that part of the bonding that 
allows us to bond with a dog 
is the same thing that helps 
us bond with our babies,” 
Santos said. 

Babies are filled with 
what is colloquially called 
the “love hormone” or “cud-
dle hormone.” It floods their 
brain, and as we look at 
them, it floods our brains 
too. When researchers ex-

amined dogs’ urine after 
this same kind of gazing-
into-their-owners’ eyes, 
they found the love hor-
mone in it, too. Studies of 
wolf urine did not show the 
same thing. Somehow, dogs 
evolved to transmit and re-
ceive the same love signals 
as human babies, and be-
guile us the same way. 

This bond is so intense 
that the Good Dog Founda-
tion harnesses it to help peo-
ple who are lonely, scared 
or hurting. 

“We work with lots of 
patients in hospitals, rehab 
units, nursing homes,” said 
McPherson, who has run the 
program for 18 years. 

One time, early on, she 
and her dog were helping 
a man who’d been para-
lyzed on his right side by 
a stroke. 

“He could not get his 
body to move,” she recalls. 
But when her dog jumped 
into his lap, the man would 
desperately try to throw the 
ball. 

This was back before the 
rehab unit was completely 
thrilled with the idea of 
having a dog around. But 
as the patient began to get 
his movement back, says 
McPherson, “The doctor 
was amazed at the results.” 
He became a big supporter 
of the Good Dog Founda-
tion.

Schools are signing up, 
too, to help students with 
everything from autism to 
dyslexia, as well as other 
learning and emotional is-
sues. 

“We work with the kids 
one-on-one because they 
become so stressed out in 
the classroom that they can’t 

Yes! Dogs do love us!

read,” says McPherson. “But 
then they read to the dogs and 
it’s amazing. They feel very 
comfortable. And what’s phe-
nomenal is that when the dog 
and the child are in a space, 
reading, the child becomes 
‘cool’ to the other kids. They 
say, ‘Can we go read to the 
dog?’ So what was a nega-
tive becomes a positive, and 
the kid’s reading really does 
improve.”

A recent study at Mt. Sinai 
Beth Israel here in New York 
scientifically proved another 
benefit to human-dog interac-
tion: Chemo compliance.

The study involved 42 pa-
tients undergoing six weeks 

of chemotherapy and radia-
tion for head and neck can-
cers. The protocol is grueling. 
Many of the patients get very 
sick and can’t eat. Some have 
trouble talking. But over the 
course of their treatment, with 
a loving dog at their side, their 
feelings of emotional and so-
cial wellbeing actually in-
creased. Wrote one patient, 
“I would’ve stopped the treat-
ment, but I wanted to come 
see the dog.”

In the play, Matthew Brod-
erick’s character is similarly 
saved by his love (graduating 
to obsession) with the dog he 
found: Sylvia. But eventually 
his awaked soul goes on to re-
connect with his wife, a human 
played by Julie White. 

Dogs need humans, hu-
mans need dogs, and humans 
need humans, too. Call it a 
tail as old as time. 

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker and founder 
of the book and blog Free-
Range Kids.

By Lenore Skenazy
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By Allegra Hobbs
The Brooklyn Paper

Hipster bowling is set to 
strike Bushwick.

Punch Bowl Social — a 
nationwide chain of booze 
and burger-slinging indoor 
adult playgrounds — plans 
on opening its first New York 
location in a couple of neigh-
borhood warehouses, and a 
company honcho thinks its 
concept will be right up the 
borough’s alley.

“There is so much Brooklyn 
DNA in what we’re doing at 
Punch Bowl Social, we thought 
it time we ‘brought it home,’ ” 
said the brand’s chief execu-
tive Robert Thompson.

The Brooklyn Bowl-
meets-Barcade conglomer-
ate — which already has lo-
cations in Denver, Portland, 
Chicago, Austin, and Detroit, 

among others — has inked a 
deal to set up shop at the two 
connected industrial proper-
ties at Starr and Troutman 
streets,  as first reported by 
the Real Deal . 

The Bushwick outpost — 
nearly half a football field 
in size — will hold bowl-
ing lanes, ping-pong tables, 
shuffleboard courts, retro 
arcade games, private kara-
oke rooms, and giant wall-
mounted Scrabble boards.

The grown-up Dave and 
Buster’s will also sport a roof-
top deck half the size of the 
massive ground level, live 
disc jockeys spinning tunes 
on the weekend, and periodic 
rock-paper-scissors tourna-
ments.

The company aims to open 
its doors in Bushwick by sum-
mer 2017.

Beer frame
Bowling bar chain opening 
giant complex in Bushwick

Bushwickians will soon be able to sip on cocktails, eat 
diner food, and bowl all under one roof — without 
taking the L train to Williamsburg’s Brooklyn Bowl.
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ONE BROOKLYN NEW YEAR’S EVE
Countdown to 2016

One celebration - Two locations
with fireworks and live entertainment

DECEMBER 31, 2015

 
CONEY ISLAND

STEEPLECHASE PLAZA
Starting at 9pm

Starting at 11pm

PROSPECT HEIGHTS
GRAND ARMY PLAZA 


