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INSIDE: GET THE RIGHT RESULTS WITH OUR CLASSIFIEDS SECTION

By Colin Mixson
The Brooklyn Paper

The filthiest waterway in Brooklyn 
isn’t the Gowanus Canal — it is New-
town Creek!

So says the only man who could pos-
sibly know for sure: Christopher Swain, 
the one person in history to successfully 
swim both toxin-filled inlets.

He made the announcement minutes 
after emerging from the so-called water 
of Newtown Creek — which he swam 
from end to beginning last Wednes-
day.

“That’s definitely the worst water 
I’ve ever been in. Not even a question,” 
Swain told The Paper before going on 
a “ This is Spinal Tap”-inspired speech  
about just how filthy the waterway is. 
“Everything is turned up to 11. The pe-
troleum was at 11, the sewage was at 
11, the industrial weird smell is at 11, 
the floating trash is at 11. It’s cartoon-
ishly bad and palpably worse in every 
way then the Gowanus.”

The daredevil diver described his 
latest bath in toxins in vivid detail at 
a press conference that followed the 
pungent plunge, and related spectacles 
that included poop mixed with leaves 
and a tea bag, along with Coney Is-
land whitefish (that’s condoms) and “a 
lot of trash.”

“Right away when we got onto the 
water, the smell of poo was so strong 
I actually started to feel like I was go-
ing to vomit, and that didn’t happen on 
the Gowanus,” Swain said.

The clean-water activist says he dove 
in to draw attention to the waterway 
and galvanize the support necessary 
clean it up. 

 — with Louise Wateridge

It’s offi cial: Newtown Creek 
dirtier than Gowanus Canal!

(Right) Activist swimmer Chris-
toper Swain did his best to keep 
his head above water during his 
nearly three-hour swim through 
Newtown Creek, but the Super-
fund’s noxious, sewage-filled wa-
ters did get into his mouth, and 
he had to gargle with hydrogen 
peroxide. (Above) He was accom-
panied by a safety team of kayak-
ers and NYPD harbor units, and 
had to stop several times to ac-
commodate boat traffic.
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By The Brooklyn Paper 
Reflection Bureau
The Brooklyn Paper

It was a record-breaking year 
for Brooklyn — the borough be-
came home to the world’s oldest 
person, crowned a new hot-dog 
eating champion, and sent eight 
players to the World Series. As we 
kick back with a well-earned drink 
and  watch the fireworks over Co-
ney Island , we toast the highs and 
lows of another magical 12 months 
in the borough of Kings.

JANUARY
Daring dip: Who needs Ha-

waii in January? Roving reporter 
Max Jaeger tested out Coney Is-
land’s new New Year’s Eve cele-
bration then chilled out with other 
bold beach buffs from the Coney 
Island Polar Bear Club, embrrr-
acing 2015 with a  frigid frolic  in 
the waves off Coney Island. We 
promoted him to Deputy Editor 
as a reward.

DeBlasio dissed: The funeral 
of a murdered cop morphed into 
a political battleground as thou-
sands of police officers turned their 
backs on Mayor DeBlasio’s tribute 
to their dead comrade. The offi-
cers cold-shouldered Hizzoner’s 
televised eulogy for Rafael Ramos 
who was slain alongside his part-
ner, Wenjian Liu, on the weekend 
before Christmas as the pair sat 
in a patrol car in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant. The brush-off was due to 
DeBlasio’s endorsement of anti-
police brutality demonstrations, 
said union officials.

Yikes, it’s a Yeti: Bigfoot in 
Prospect Park? A Fort Greene vid-
eographer claimed to have shot 
footage showing the legendary 
 “Sasquatch”  lumbering around a 
wooded area of Brooklyn’s back-
yard near the Prospect Park Zoo 
after a snow storm. The shutterbug 
 was later revealed  as a Fort Greene 
performance artist and attention-
seeker who previously dissemi-
nated images of himself skulk-

his taxpayer-funded motorcade idle 
outside  while he works out at the 
Park Slope Y. Hizzoner gets in a 
lather about home fireplaces, Sty-
rofoam cups, and plastic bags, but 
he isn’t breaking a sweat about his 
lolling tailpipes spewing poisonous 
pollutants linked to asthma, heart 
disease, chronic bronchitis, and 
cancer, claimed neighbors.

Bust a move: A group of rogue 
artists mounted a large bust of Na-
tional Security Agency whistle-

blower Edward Snowden in Fort 
Greene Park — only for police 
to remove the statue hours later. 
Authorities  kept the effigy behind 
bars  until the guerilla sculpters 
turned themselves in the follow-
ing month,  in exchange for the 
artworks’ release .

MAY
Tower play: The battle lines 

were drawn between the devel-
oper that bought the former Long 

Island College Hospital complex 
and Cobble Hill residents,  after 
the real estate company unveiled 
plans for towering luxury hous-
ing high-rises on the site . Months 
of failed negotiations between the 
two parties followed,  ultimately 
tearing apart the local civic as-
sociation . 

JUNE
Super-centenarian: East New 

York woman Susannah “Miss Su-
sie” Mushatt Jones received an 
early birthday present when she 
became the oldest living person 
on Earth —  three weeks shy of 
turning 116 . “I’m the oldest per-
son in the world? No, I’m not!” 
Miss Susie reportedly said to her 
grandniece, Myra Simpson, 40, 
after discovering her new celeb-
rity. She credited her long life to 
sober living.

Artisan politics: Facing rising 
rents,  25-year-old Boerum Hill bo-
dega Jesse’s Deli staged a tongue-
in-cheek “artisanal takeover,”  re-
branding products with yuppified 
names and inflated prices such as 
Slim Jims as $5.99 “Hand-Cured 
Salami Tubes” and Raid as $15.99 
“Artisanal Roach Bombs.”  It fol-
lowed the stunt up in September  by 
listing space in its front window 
on room-rental site Airbnb, adver-
tising amenities including a “lux-
urious walk-in refrigerator” and 
“milk crate-furnished patio.”

Planks for the memories: 

ing around Green-Wood Cemetery 
dressed as a clown.

Fire sale: A massive blaze con-
sumed a large waterfront storage 
facility in Williamsburg and reig-
nited local activists’ calls for the 
city to purchase the property and 
turn it into part of Bushwick In-
let Park — a pledge it made a de-
cade ago when rezoning the area 
to make way for luxury residen-
tial high-rises.

FEBRUARY
Return of the King: Flatbush’s 

dazzling Kings Theatre re-opened 
after decades of decay. The city 
leased the long-vacant auditorium 
to a theater-restoration outfit, which 
returned the venue to its 1929 glory 
before Motown maven Diana Ross 
brought the house down during the 
inaugural show.

MARCH
Watering hole: A group of sea-

faring entrepreneurs  announced 
plans to launch a floating bar and 
eatery  on a barge near Greenpoint’s 
Transmitter Park, making waves 
with locals who feared the buoy-
ant tavern would bring trash and 
noise to the green space.  The state 
granted Barge Bar a liquor license 
in June anyway  — only for the 
hotly anticipated business to re-
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WHAT A YEAR: (Clockwise from top left) Activists retrieve 
the statue of Edward Snowden’s cranium from police custo-
dy, after it was removed from Fort Greene Park. Abed Hus-
sein at Jesse’s Deli, which staged an “artisanal makeover” 
to protest a rent hike. Cobble Hill was up in arms over mas-
sive buildings planned for the former Long Island College 
Hospital site. Matt Stonie finally dethroned Joey Chestnut 
in the Nathan’s Hot Dog-Eating Contest on July Fourth. 

P
ho

to
 b

y 
Ja

so
n 

Sp
ea

km
an

P
ho

to
 b

y 
Pa

ul
 M

ar
ti

nk
a

See 2015  on page 1

2015
THE YEAR IN REVIEW

Here are the 10 most read 
stories on BrooklynPaper.
com this year.

1.  Subways will run 
empty overnight dur-
ing snowstorm.   Transit 
workers ran empty trains for 
a night  while straphangers 
were stranded after Gov. 
Cuomo unexpectedly shut 
the subway system ahead of 
a blizzard last winter.

2.  Red Hook dock 
owner wants to house his-
toric S.S. United States.  
Brooklyn Paper commenters 
have never been so enthusias-
tic about development! 

3.  Charges dropped 
against Sunset Park teen 
after videos show cops 
lied . Readers rallied behind 
17-year-old Enrique Del Ro-
sario after a video showed he 
hadn’t assaulted a police of-
ficer — he was really the one 
receiving the beating.

4.  Alleged slumlords 
face 15 years behind bars . 
Police collared landlords Joel 
and Amrom Israel for alleg-
edly trying to harass rent-sta-
bilized tenants out of their 
homes. 

5.  Cement truck top-
ples over in W’burg, by-
stander scoops cement 
into pothole.  The perfect 
story.

6.  Barbecue joint com-
ing to Third Avenue.  
Ridgeites were really excited 
about MCU Park pork pur-
veyor Pig Guy NYC opening 
a store in their nabe.

7.  Toxic avenger! Activ-
ist to swim Gowanus.  The 
entire borough was glued to 
its seat as clean-water ac-
tivist Christopher Swain 
swam Brooklyn’s nautical 
purgatory.

8.  ‘Sasquatch’ sighted 
in Prospect Park . Sadly, it 
was all  a hoax .

9.  Stoop shrimp gross 
out Dyker residents . Some 
ingenius Brooklynite baked 
shrimp in the sun on a 72nd 
Street stoop — and cooked 
up a viral sensation.

10.  Retro video game 
store opens in Ridge . Con-
fused readers kept calling 
our office trying to sell us 
old Nintendo cartridges af-
ter this story ran.

peatedly delay its opening. It fi-
nally broke the Champagne bot-
tle at the end of September, just 
catching the end of summer be-
fore shutting up shop for the cold 
weather in November. 

APRIL
Heeeeere’s Lenore: The 

Brooklyn Paper proudly  de-
buted prolific columnist Lenore 
Skenazy’s new column “Rhymes 
with Crazy”  —  Sunday mornings 
at BrooklynPaper.com. 

American idle: The mayor — 
a self-professed greenie — was 
outed as an  eco-klutz for letting 

A proposed hotel in an industrial stretch of Williamsburg would stick a gleaming lodging on top of an 
authentic graffitied brick warehouse.
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By Allegra Hobbs
The Brooklyn Paper

Call it Club Bed-ford!
Williamsburg is now an international 

tourist attraction, says a hotelier, and a 
new wave of huge luxury hotels are set 
to hit the once-hipster ’hood starting in 
2016 to cater to the influx of gawking 
globetrotters.

“Williamsburg is extremely hot,” said 
Sebastian Maingourd, the general man-
ager of the 183-room William Vale Ho-
tel, which is set to open in April and be-
gin accepting reservations by the end of 
this month. “If you go to France right 
now and you talk about Williamsburg, 
it’s really a brand.”

The futuristic 21-story lodging, which 
started shooting up on Wythe Avenue 
between N. 12th and N. 13th streets less 

than a year ago — right near from the 
 Wythe Hotel , which first ignited the first 
boutique boarding-house boom in the 
neighborhood — will boast a rooftop 
park and pool, plus a ballroom and sev-
eral restaurants. 

The Vale is a few blocks from the 
also imminent nine-story, 160-room 
Williamsburg Hotel at N. 10th Street. 
The self-described “ urban resort ” is 
slated to include no less than six bars 
— including a nightclub in the base-
ment and a cocktail bar inside a wa-
ter tower on the roof — according to 
a  Bedford and Bowery report .  It will 
open in the spring .

Across the street will be the nine-
story, 175-room Hoxton Hotel — an out-
post of a chain that started in Shoreditch, 

Resort town
More luxury hotels due in W’burg

The William Vale Hotel will soon 
begin accepting bookings for 
sightseers looking to luxuriate 
in Williamsburg.
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See HOTELS  on page 2
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Great rates like ours are always in season.

* New money only. APY effective December 14, 2015. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature 
withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice.

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark 

At Flushing Bank, we’re small enough to know you and large enough to provide  
you with the great rates you’re looking for. Hurry, an offer like this can’t last forever. 

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local 
Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

60-Month CD

2..25%
APY*

$5,000 minimum deposit

24-Month CD

1.30%
APY*

$5,000 minimum deposit

Grand Opening of our Brooklyn Heights Offi  ce!
Belle Harbor     •     Canarsie     •     Bay Ridge     •     Brooklyn Heights     •     University Hospital of Brooklyn

For more information please visit  sportsmed.downstate.edu

OrthoConnext
 Call Today, Appointment Tomorrow |  718-270-2045

Visit Us!
Brooklyn Heights185 Montague St.

4th Floor

Specializing In  
all Sports Related Injuries

K e e p i n g  B R O O K L Y N  A c t i v e

REMINDS YOU 
TO LIVE SAFELY

ILLEGAL ROOMS CAN 
PUT YOU AND YOUR 
FAMILY IN DANGER

Read this in your language at nyc.gov/buildings.

If you think an apartment is unsafe call 311  
to request an inspection.

Bill de Blasio, Mayor
Rick D. Chandler, P.E., Commissioner

Have TWO ways to  
get out of your home.

Have WORKING carbon  
monoxide/smoke detectors   

and check them monthly. 

Give space heaters  
a break to cool down.

Avoid sleeping in  
basements or attics.

Don’t use extension cords  
as main power sources.

The Coney Boardwalk’s sto-
ried wooden planks may knot 
be up to the Parks Depart-
ment’s standards, but Europe-
ans said they wood be happy 
to take them! Architects at the 
Italian World’s Fair used wood 
reclaimed from the Boardwalk 
after Hurricane Sandy to build 
— you guessed it! — a board-
walk at the Milan Expo 2015’s 
U.S.A. Pavilion.

JULY
Dog fight: Matt “Mega-

toad” Stonie became the new 
Nathan’s Hot Dog-Eating 
Contest champion, dethron-
ing eight-time Mustard Belt 
winner Joey “Jaws” Chestnut 
in a  gut-busting gobble-fest 
on July Fourth in Coney Is-
land . Stonie returned for his 
sixth year to wolf down 62 
dogs to Chestnut’s 60.

Grimm result: A judge 
sentence disgraced former 
congressman and federal in-
vestigator Michael Grimm to 
 eight months in the slammer 
as punishment for cheating 
on his taxes . Grimm hoped 
that his two tours of duty in 
the Marine Corps and his ser-
vice as a Federal Bureau of 
Investigation agent and con-
gressman would help lighten 
his sentence. But his service 
worked against him — the 
judge said he should have 
known better.

Car squawk: Controver-
sial online cab service Uber 
waged war against Council-
man Steve Levin (D-Brooklyn 
Heights) after he sponsored a 
bill to cap the number of new 
cars it could launch for a year. 
Uber  dispatched a sortie of e-

Continued from page 1

2015...

Find  Fearless Parenting
online this week at

www.BrooklynPaper.com

mails and ads to his constitu-
ents , demanding they thrash 
his chassis. The company then 
set its sights on Mayor DeBla-
sio, who eventually capitulated 
and dropped the fight.

AUGUST
Knit wit: We finally 

reached Peak Park Slope 
when  a childrens’ clothing 
designer created a line of 
kids knitwear inspired by the 
Park Slope Food Coop . The 
range included $70 egg berets, 
$100 asparagus scarves, and 
sweaters emblazoned with the 
word “kale.”

SEPTEMBER
Boundary issues: The 

city  announced plans to 
ease overcrowding at Brook-
lyn Heights’ tony elementary 
school PS 8  by sending fu-
ture students from Dumbo 
to an under-capacity school 
in Vinegar Hill that has until 
now mostly served kids from 
nearby public housing proj-
ects. The proposal  ignited a 
city-wide debate about racial 

and economic segregation in 
schools , as parents on both 
sides questioned the educa-
tion department’s motivations 
and foresight. 

Thin ice: Brooklyn got its 
own professional hockey team 
when the Islanders skated into 
Barclays Center — but long-
time Isles fans gave  the new 
venue  and  new uniform  a 
chilly reception.

OCTOBER
Ship has ailed: Gowanus 

Bay Terminal owner John 
Quadrozzi, Jr.  pitched his plan 
to toss a lifeline to the his-
toric S.S. United States  before 
the languishing ocean crawler 
moored in Philly is shipped 
off to the junkyard. The Red 
Hook business man wants to 
bring the boat to his dock and 
turn it into a multi-use empo-
rium, but  the scheme is now 
taking on water  after strug-
gling to secure backers. 

Citi Yikes: A Greenpoint 
driver was on “stranded cam-
era” when he returned  to find 
his parked car displaced by 
a new Citi Bike dock . Baf-
f led motorist Guilherme 
Gonclaves thought he was 
pranked, until he spent nearly 
an hour tracking his skedad-
dled sedan down the block 
from where he left it on Hu-
ron Street. 

Mini Mets: E ight for-
mer Cyclones players made 
the World Series  — but  their 
best efforts were thwarted  by 
team-mates who have never 
stepped foot in Brooklyn.

A new Brooklyn Bridge Park sculpture said “yo” to 
Brooklyn — and “oy” to Manhattan!
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London’s answer to Williams-
burg — which broke ground 
a few months back. 

Further afield, the M500 
is currently rising behind the 
Kelloggs Diner at Metropol-
itan and Union avenues. The 
wedge-shaped building will 
crest at 14 stories, housing 188 
hotel rooms, restaurants, and 
rooftop tennis and basketball 
courts, in addition to some 
residential units, according to 
plans filed with the city.

And All Year Management 
is planning a seven-story, 
112-key hotel at White and 
McKibbon streets. The archi-
tect revealed new designs for 
the as-yet-unnamed property 
this week — which show a 
boxy white lodge balanced 
atop a graffiti-covered ware-
house — and will include a 
shopping mall, restaurants, 
and bars,  as first reported by 
Arch Daily . 

Those plans are still pend-
ing.  

Continued from page 1

HOTELS...

NOVEMBER
Steel mountain: Devel-

opers revealed plans to build 
 Brooklyn’s first “supertown” 
Downtown  — a 1,000-foot 
residential behemoth at Flat-
bush Avenue Extension at 
Fleet Street. 

Historic election: Coney 
Island Democrat Pamela Har-
ris trounced Bay Ridge Re-
publican Lucretia Regina-Pot-
ter in a special election to fill 
the vacant 46th Assembly dis-
trict seat, becoming  the first 
black assemblywoman to rep-
resent the district  spanning 
Bay Ridge, Dyker Heights, 
and Coney Island. 

Frea-K: The city  an-
nounced plans to erect a new 
Gowanus pre-kindergarten on 
land where soldiers fought the 
Battle of Brooklyn  more than 
two centuries ago, distress-
ing local historians who don’t 
want 4-year-olds trampling 
the area where the bodies of 
hundreds of American heroes 
may still be buried.

Yo, Brooklyn, whassup?
A colorful new sculpture in 
Brooklyn Bridge Park made 
a statement — or two — with 
a pair of super-sized letters. 
The artist behind the  evoca-
tive “yo” sculpture  said that 
Brooklyn’s front yard was the 
perfect spot for the fluorescent 
yellow sculpture. The catch? 
The eye-popping aluminum 
characters read a disappointed 
“oy” to those looking from 
Manhattan.

DECEMBER
Hot air: This paper 

launched  Brooklyn Paper 
Radio , immediately tak-
ing the digital airwaves by 
storm after securing inter-
views with  famed filmmaker 
Michael Moore  and  famed ro-
bot R2D2 .

Book it in: Council mem-
bers voted to approve a con-
troversial plan to sell of the 
shabby Brooklyn Heights li-
brary branch to a developer 
for $52 million, who will 
replace it with a brand-new 
book-borrowing repository 
with a 36-story luxury res-
idential tower on top. The 
green light capped off  more  
than a year of  heated   com-
munity   debates . 

NOVEMBER
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The specialists at the New York Methodist-Cornell Heart Center off er a full 
range of heart care services in the most modern cardiac center in Brooklyn. Th ey 

provide the newest procedures and technology for diagnosis and treatment, including 
medical management, balloon angioplasty stent placement, minimally invasive and 
cardiac surgery and transcatheter aortic valve replacement (TAVR) – all performed by 
exceptional specialists and surgeons.

“My doctors showed 
me their heart 
while repairing 

mine.”

By Lauren Gill
The Brooklyn Paper

It is all in the delivery!
A Cobble Hill woman is 

saving doomed flowers from 
local stores and turning them 
into free bouquets for local 
nursing homes — a scheme 
she says is as much about 
having an excuse to visit the 
oldsters as it is posies them-
selves.

“The whole idea is not to 
just drop of flowers but to en-
gage with people who don’t 
necessarily get visitors or 
flowers and bring them some-
thing beautiful,” said Caroline 
Anderson, founder of Bloom 
Again Bklyn.

Anderson collects flow-
ers that would otherwise be 
thrown away from Trader 
Joe’s and Opalia Flowers in 
Boerum Hill twice a week and 
transforms the aging buds into 
elegant bouquets with the help 
of a team of volunteers.

The organization prepares 

Flower power!
C’Hill woman brightens life for seniors

Caroline Anderson started Bloom Again Bklyn in 
2014 and has since enlisted volunteers to create and 
deliver floral arrangements to nursing homes.
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and delivers more than 100 
arrangements each week to 
two nearby nursing homes 
— Cobble Hill Health Center 
and Hopkins Center For Reha-
bilitation and Health Care in 
Boerum Hill — and the resi-
dents have really blossomed to 
the idea, Anderson said.

“The residents have told 
volunteers it reminds them 
of their childhood, it enlivens 
their day, perks up their spir-
its, and makes it worthwhile 
to get up,” she said. 

And visitors to the old folks 
homes say they also love seeing 
the vibrant additions to the oth-
erwise austere facilities.

“It really makes a nice 
difference in a place where 
there’s not a lot of color,” said 
Stuart Post, who visits a friend 
at Cobble Hill Health Center 
every day.”

Anyone can volunteer, and 
those who do will get a lesson 
in how to trim stems and cre-
ate bouquets. The outfit also 
hosts workshops for schools 
and companies, where young-
sters and professionals learn 
how to construct the perfect 
bunch of flowers then deliver 
them to the homes. 

Volunteer at www.
bloomagainbklyn.org.

By Lauren Gill
The Brooklyn Paper

Now they’re really getting 
to the point!

A 57-story tower will be 
the final component of  Down-
town’s City Point mega-com-
plex , according to plans the 
developer filed with the city 
earlier this month. 

Luxury real-estate firm Ex-
tell purchased the site at Wil-
loughby Street between Al-
bee Square West and Flatbush 
Avenue Extension for $115.5 
million earlier this year. The 
builder will fill the behemoth 
high-rise with retail space and 
some 500 residential units,  ac-
cording to a New York Times 
report . 

Construction is slated to be-
gin in 2017 and wrap up by 
2020 — at which point the 692-
foot building may be the tall-
est in the borough.

City Point’s tall order
Final D’town building to rise 57 stories

stores and offices. 
Here is the latest on what 

else you can expect and when 
you can expect it:

7 DeKalb Avenue
The 19 story-building  is ex-

pected to open in winter 2016, 
and will include 200 below-
market-rate units alongside 50 
market-rate rentals.

A whopping 88,500 peo-
ple applied to nab one of the 
so-called “affordable” units, 
according to a spokeswoman. 
Those apartments will go to 
households earning between 
$18,515 and $142,395 annually, 
with rents ranging between 
$500 and $2,455 a month.

City Tower
This 48-story high-rise is 

still under construction, but 
residents will begin moving 
in next month, according to a 
spokeswoman for developer 

the Brodsky Organization. 
The tower will include 

440 market-rate units over 
24 floors. Pads on the market 
right now are priced between 
$2,350 for a studio and $4,550 
for two-bedroom units. 

For their moolah, residents 
will get to luxuriate on two 
roof-top decks and play on 
a sky-high indoor basket-
ball court.

Retail
The mammoth six-level 

City Point mall at the base 
of the building is scheduled 
to begin opening piece-by-
piece next year.

Discount fashion depart-
ment store Century 21 is slated 
to open its four-story shop in 
April,  according to a Com-
mercial Observer report . Indie 
cinema chain Alamo Draft-
house will begin screenings 
around June, followed by a 
 Target outlet  and  Trader Joe’s  
in July, per the report. 

The property’s  much-hyped 
sprawling subterranean food 
hall   should open by Septem-
ber, alongside smaller ground-
floor retail stores.

City Tower.
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The swanky skyscraper 
will be the third of three resi-
dential towers planned for the 
mammoth under-construction 
City Point project on Fulton 
Mall, which will also include 
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DOORBUSTER

OUTERWEAR

$ 19
99

Value up to $80

The Sale NEW YORK Waits For!

SAVE UP TO

 70%
LAST CALL 

SALE

LAST CALL • VESTED SUITS • $9999

WEDDING PARTIES
BOYS • BIG & TALL • TUXEDOS

BUY 1 SUIT
AT THE VALUE PRICE

GET 2 FREE
Or Buy 1 At Our Everyday Low Price

 Value Everyday NOW!
New Slim Fit ............. $250 ........  $9999 ..... 3 for $250
New Vested Suits .......$300 .......  $12999 ..... 3 for $300
Luxury Wool .............. $425 .......  $15999 ..... 3 for $425

CALVIN
KLEIN
SUITS

$17999

Value $400
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SUITS $5999

LAST CALL • DRESS SHOES FROM $1999

BOOTS
$2999

Up to $75 value

DRESS
SHOES
$1999

Up to $75 value

BLAZERS

$3999
Up to $150 value

DOORBUSTER

$9999
Up to $300 value

DOORBUSTER

DRESS SHIRT 
& TIE SETS

$2499

DOORBUSTER

SWEATERS

$967
Value up to $3250

DOORBUSTER

CALVIN KLEIN 
LAUREN COATS

L
A

ST CALL DOOR B
UST

E
R

BRAND NAME

QUEENS
163-18 Jamaica Ave.-Portabella
3056 Steinway St.-Portabella
164-08 Jamaica Ave.-Fino
3738 Junction Blvd.-Fino
Queens Center-Quails
Roosevelt Field Quails

NEW JERSEY
807 Broad St.-Portabella
Woodbridge Center-Quails
5516 Bergenline Ave-Quails
Freehold Raceway Mall-Quails
Livingston Mall-Quails

BROOKLYN
503 Nostrand Ave.-Portabella
320 Livingston-Portabella
1671 Pitkin Ave.-Portabella
5205 5th Ave.-Portabella
423 Knickerbocker Ave.-Portabella
294 Utica Ave.-Portabella
1555 Flatbush Ave.-Portabella
851 Flatbush Ave.-Portabella
552 Nostrand Ave.- Fino
366 Fulton St.-Portabella
5007 Church Ave.-Fino

BRONX
12-20 E. Fordham Rd.-Portabella
2887 3rd Ave.-Portabella
3449 Jerome Ave.-Portabella
2938 3rd Ave.-Fino
345 East Fordham Rd.-Fino
259 E. Fordham Rd.-Britches
645 E. Tremont Ave.-Portabella
1498 Parkchester Ave.-Portabella
Bay Plaza Shopping Center-Portabella
13 South 4th Ave.-Mount Vernon
1498 Metropolitan Ave.-Portabella
2168 Bartow Ave.-Portbella 

MANHATTAN
243 W. 125th St.-Portabella
617 W. 181 St.-Portabella
120 W. 125th St.-Fino
1405 St. Nicholas Ave.-Fino
Manhattan Mall-Portabella 

All merchandise not in all stores. All savings off value prices. While quantities last.
Prices effective through January 17

portabellastores.com

THE LARGEST SELECTION IN NEW YORK

SHOES
$19.99     $29.99     $39.99

Dress • Casual • Driving • Tuxedo 
Driving • Boots • U.S. Polo • Clarks 

Stacy Adams • Phat Farm • Florsheim
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BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT SERVICES

Free bereavement support services for adults who have had a loss
(Loved one is not required to have had hospice care)

Contact our Bereavement Department at 347.226.4823

You’d think this would be 
good news to a Jew like 
me: The Vatican has de-

clared that my tribe can get 
into heaven.

In a statement just released 
in honor of the 50th anniver-
sary of the “Nostra Aetate” 
— itself a high point in Jew-
ish-Christian relations in that 
it stated Jews should not be 
considered “accursed by God’ 
(yay!) — the Vatican has gone 
one step further. The new doc-
ument states that, “it does not 
in any way follow that the Jews 
are excluded from God’s sal-
vation because they do not 
believe in Jesus Christ as the 
Messiah of Israel and the Son 
of God.”

In other words, Jews are now 
Heaven-eligible — which has 
me very worried. (How Jew-
ish is that?)

You see, until now, I was al-
ready a little obsessed by what 
qualifies a person for a post-
life thumbs up or down. And 
by “a little obsessed” I mean, 
I worried that if I ate a piece 
of bacon, did that make me 
a bad Jew, which then might 
damn me to Hell, even though 
we don’t really have Hell, so 
maybe even framing the ques-
tion that way was a sin, mean-
ing I was headed to some sort 

If I walk up to St. Peter…

By Lenore Skenazy

By Lauren Gill
The Brooklyn Paper

Privyet, neighbor!
 Russian billionaire playboy Mikhail 

Prokhorov  will take full control of Bar-
clays Center and the Nets after buy-
ing out Atlantic Yards developer Bruce 
Ratner’s stake in both for $1.7 billion, 
and nearby residents say they hope the 
new landlord will respond to their gripes 
about noise, trash, and traffic.

“I’ve seen a lot and I’ve lived through 
a lot and quite frankly some of the is-
sues that are going on now I don’t think 
need to be necessary,” said Regina Ca-
hill, who lives 400 feet from Barclays 
on Flatbush Avenue.

Prokhorov says he will uphold the  so-
called “community benefits agreement”  
Ratner’s operation signed when it be-
gan working on the sprawling Prospect 
Heights mega-development and arena — 
which pledges to work with local groups 
to create community events, host regu-
lar meetings to talk through issues with 
residents, and  give away some free game 
tickets , amongst other provisions. 

A spokesman for Ratner’s Forest City 
Enterprises said the agreement is legally 
binding and should carry over to the 
new landlord without a hitch.

“The transition will be so seamless 
you won’t even know it’s a transition,” 
said Joe DePlasco.

RUSSIAN IN
Prokhorov buys Barclays and Nets 
— neighbors hope he plays ball 

Mikhail Prokhorov now owns all 
of Barclays Center and the Nets.
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of miserable afterlife that sup-
posedly doesn’t exist, with or 
without a devil, pitchfork, and 
lake that burns without giv-
ing off any light, etc.?

See? So Jewish.
And then, when I did 

something actually unkind 
— and by “unkind” I mean 
screaming at a cabbie who to-
tally deserved it, because he 
made a right-hand turn while I 
was in the crosswalk, but still, 
those guys have a hard life and 
are barely surviving, thanks 
to Uber — I’d worry, “Well, 
was that one little blow-up the 
thing that’s actually going to 
tip the scales? I’ll be standing 
before St. Peter and he looks 
at a list of everything I did 
and it’s, ‘Why did you yell 
at the poor cabbie? They’re 
barely surviving, thanks to 
Uber.’ And he shakes his head 
like, ‘Sorry, you blew it,’ and 
then he pushes the little but-
ton that opens a trap door in 

the floor?” All this while I’m 
still in the crosswalk, shak-
ing my fist.

“Don’t worry about Hell!” 
my husband has told me, over 
and over. (Am I dishonoring 
him by writing this?) “We 
don’t believe in it!”

But now … sheesh. All 
bets are off. I mean on! That 
whole Pascal’s wager thing 
is now in our court: Bet that 
there is a God and if we’re 
right, infinite rewards await 
us if we can just keep it in our 
pants (metaphorically speak-
ing). But bet that there is no 
God (or Heaven), go rip-roar-
ing wild, and we could be in 
for a world of pain (and jack-
als gnawing our intestines) 
later. That was a wager we 
Jews didn’t have to worry 
about. Until now!

So how good do we have 
to be to go upstairs? What is 
the fine print? Is one, “G--
---- it!” all it takes to rip up 

our VIP pass? Or do I have 
to be Bernie Madoff before 
I worry?

Or, to put it a bit more pro-
actively: How can I prove my 
Heaven-worthiness?

Jews were already told to 
live righteously, give gener-
ously, dress warmly. We al-
ready knew we’re not supposed 
to murder, steal, or commit 
adultery. The real trip wire 
on that list is “Thou shalt not 
covet.” But even if we did covet, 
it wasn’t like we were imme-
diately disqualified from any-
thing great. Coveting a fantas-
tic house, or less jiggly thighs 
did not mean kissing goodbye 
to eternal life. We Jews just 
knew we were supposed to try 
to not covet so much.

No wonder the goyim 
drink. (I’m kidding! I’m kid-
ding! St. Peter — it was just 
one dumb, slightly un-P.C. joke. 
Come on!)

Now I’m a Jew faced with 
all the worries of a Christian 
without even Christmas to ease 
the pain. Because a Jew cele-
brating Christmas — I’d hate 
to think where they’d end up! 
But I probably will.

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker and author 
and founder of the book 
and blog Free-Range Kids. 

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

A woman had herself an 
un-merry little Christmas af-
ter some Bad Santa broke into 
her York Street apartment and 
walked out with a sack full of 
valuables in the early morn-
ing hours of Dec. 25. 

The victim said she left her 
pad near Gold Street at mid-
night and when she returned 
home the next day, she dis-
covered her apartment door 
slightly ajar and two televi-
sions, a microwave, two pairs 
of diamond earrings, and a 
gold chain were missing, ac-
cording to a report.

Uneasy rider
A louse stole a straphang-

er’s phone and headphones on 
a train near Flatbush Avenue 
on Dec. 18. 

The victim told police he 
was riding on a Manhattan-
bound 3 train at 5 pm when a 
rustler sat down next to him 
and asked, “Are you a gang 
member? I have a gun.” 

The thief then took the vic-
tim’s electronics, and let him 
get off at the Nevins Street 
stop, according to a report. 

Purse snatcher
A sneak swiped a wom-

an’s cash-filled handbag while 
she was busy browsing in-
side a Fulton Street store on 
Dec. 22.

The victim told police she 
put her purse next to her feet 
as she was perusing clothes 
at 7 pm in the emporium near 
Duffield Street. But when she 
went to pick up her bag — 
which contained $300 in cash, 
several credit cards, and her 
car keys — it was gone.

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Violent night
A band of savage Scrooges 

beat and robbed a guy near 
Washington Park in the early 
morning hours of Dec. 25, 
forcing him to spend Christ-
mas Day in the hospital.

The victim’s girlfriend told 
police her beau was on the way 
to the grocery store on Myr-
tle Avenue to buy beer at 3 am 

when five or six marauders 
snuck up on him, bashed him, 
and stole his belongings. 

The victim had an un-
merry Christmas in hospi-
tal suffering a broken jaw, 
badly bruised right eye, pos-
sible broken nose, internal 
bleeding, and memory loss, 
cops said. 

Empty threats
A nogoodnik threatened 

to bash a guy if he didn’t 
hand over his phone near a 
Fulton Street subway station 
on Dec. 18.

The victim told police he 
was at the Clinton-Washing-
ton Avenue station at 12:40 
pm when a jerk approached 
him and demanded he sur-
render his iPhone or face a 
beating. 

The punk then followed 
the guy onto a Brownsville-
bound C train and continued 
to menace him until a Good 
Samaritan stepped in and put 
a stop to the intimidation, ac-
cording to a report.

Cracking it
A bozo tried to swipe a 

man’s phone out of his hand 
on Dec. 18 — but only suc-
ceeded in breaking it.

The victim was strolling 
in the street near Washington 
and Gates avenues at 11 pm 
when a young guy approached 
him and attempted to grab his 
phone out of his hands, po-
lice said. The lummox was 
unsuccessful but the phone 
dropped to the ground, crack-
ing the camera lens, accord-
ing to a report.

— Lauren Gill

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Williamsburg

Mass attack
A trio of Grinchy goons 

mugged a lady who was walk-
ing to church on Montrose 
Avenue the night of Christ-
mas Eve.

The victim was walking to-
wards Avenue of Puerto Rico 

at 8:10 pm when the three brig-
ands approached from behind 
and punched her in the face 
several times before snatching 
a wad of cash, some beauty 
products, and credit cards, ac-
cording to a police report. 

The brigands fled on foot 
down Montrose Avenue to-
wards Humboldt Street, cops 
said. The victim suffered 
bruising and swelling on her 
right eye, police said.

Bah-humburglar
A scheming Scrooge 

robbed a guy on Gerry Street 
on Christmas morning, but 
he only made off with a few 
bucks.

The victim was walking 
towards Harrison Avenue at 
7:50 am when the pillager ap-
proached and said, “Now I 
have to rob you,” while pulling 
up his jacket to show he had 
a weapon, police said. 

The victim took out his 
wallet and gave the robber 
$10 in cash, then the perp ran 
down Gerry Street towards 
Throop Avenue, cops said.

No joy
A dirtbag duo ruined an el-

derly man’s Christmas after 
beating and robbing him at the 
corner of Seigel Street and Gra-
ham Avenue on Dec. 25.

The 73-year-old victim 
was waiting for a bus at mid-
night when the two weasels 
approached and one put a 
gun to the guy’s head and 
demanded his wallet while 
the other put a knife to his 
side, cops said. 

When the wizened victim 
refused to hand over his prop-
erty, the low lifes threw him 
to the ground and grabbed 
the wallet, which contained 
$700 in cash, according to a 
police report. 

The victim had bruises and 
swelling on his knee after the 
attack, police said.  

Xmas spirits
Some scoundrel stole a 

bunch of electronics from a 
guy’s S. Second Street apart-

ment the night of Christmas 
Eve, but the victim was so 
drunk he barely remembers 
the incident.

The victim told police he 
woke up in his apartment 
near Berry Street around 1 
pm on Christmas day to dis-
cover his iPhone, iPad, Mac-
book, and television remotes 
missing. 

He said he does not remem-
ber all of the details of the 
burglary because he had been 
drinking, but does vaguely 
recall a thin man with a bald 
head and short, curly hair be-
ing in his apartment around 7 
pm the night before, accord-
ing to a police report.

Out of key
A marauder snagged some 

instruments from a car parked 
at Thames Street and Porter 
Avenue on Dec. 23, but when 
he was spotted lugging a key-
board around that evening, he 
dropped it and ran.

The victim told cops he left 
his unlocked car parked on the 
corner early in the day, then 
returned to find his bass gui-
tar and keyboard gone. 

The victim’s cousin told 
him that at 11:30 pm that 
night, he saw a guy carry-
ing around a similar-looking 
keyboard on Jefferson Street, 
and when he approached, the 
thief he ditched the electric pi-
ano and bolted in an unknown 
direction, police said. 

The victim examined the 
found instrument and said he 
could tell it was his because of 
some markings on the equip-
ment, according to a report. 
His bass remains missing.

Teeny boppers 
A trio of delinquents 

robbed a couple at the corner 
of Moore Street and Broad-
way on Dec. 26.

The man and woman were 
trying to hail a cab at 12:30 
am when the guy noticed two 
sketchy teen boys walking 
past them. Suddenly, a girl 
with sparkly boots walked up 
and snatched a phone out of 
the lady’s hand, police said. 

The boys assaulted the guy 
to keep him from stopping 
the glittering grifter, then the 
teens all fled on foot, accord-
ing to a police report. 

— Allegra Hobbs

Christmas crimes hit Bklyn
 POLICE BLOTTER

Find more online every Wednesday at
BrooklynPaper.com/blotter
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By Dennis Lynch
The Brooklyn Paper

O
h, Tenenbaum!

Fans of quirky films 
will burst out with B-I-

N-G-O while watching “The 
Royal Tenenbaums” on Jan. 
3 at Videology, when the bar 
and screening room’s Wes An-
derson Bingo night focuses 
on the director’s film about 
genius siblings Chaz, Richie, 
and (adopted) sister Margot. 
The game is to spot certain 
 unmistakably Andersonian vi-
sual and plot devices  and fill 
up bingo cards with them, but 
that is no walk in the park in 
a crowd of self-styled Ander-
son experts, said Videology’s 
events director.

“Our Wes Anderson Bingo 
nights tend to have more win-
ners than any others, people 
really know his movies in and 
out,” said Austin Kim. “It’s 
probably not the best way to 
watch it for the first time, but 
it’s going to be a ton of fun if 
you’re an aficionado,”

The event uses  a handy Wes 
Anderson bingo card created 
by Forrest Wickman , a writer 
at Slate.com and used with 
permission. Spot a precocious 
child? A title card in yellow? A 
character played by Bill Mur-
ray? You are three spots closer 
to winning — and getting a 
free drink!

Once there is a winner, 
everyone clears their card 
and starts over. Instead of a 

traditional bingo caller, the 
event has judges, who roam 
the screening-room-turned-
bingo-hall to check cards and 
settle disputes, such as which 
characters count for the “child-
ish adult” square. 

Videology also runs similar 
weekly bingo games for cult 
classic television series like 
“Twin Peaks” and “Arrested 
Development.” A series gener-
ally offers more opportunities 
to fill in bingo cards than a film 
does, said Kim, but Anderson’s 
films are an exception. Nearly 
every shot in “The Royal Ten-
nenbaums” features one of the 
elements that Wickman has sin-
gled out on his bingo card, so 
there will no shortage of op-
portunities to fill up a winning 
card, Kim said.

“Anderson is the guy that it 
really works with, he can re-
ally pack them in,” Kim said. 
“In the first 10 minutes of ‘The 
Royal Tenenbaums’ you can 
hit everything.”

Fans tend to fill up Videol-
ogy’s 60-seat screening room 
quickly, so Kim advises as-
piring bingo players to grab 
a ticket in advance or show 
up early.

Wes Anderson Bingo: The Royal 
Tenenbaums at Videology [308 
Bedford Ave. at S. First Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 782–3468, 
w w w.v ideologybarandcinema.
com]. Jan. 3 at 8 pm. $10.

B I N G O !

139 Smith Street in Cobble Hill/Boerum Hill
347-987-3194

Enjoy Delicious Desserts in Our Backyard Garden

BROOKLYN 
BAKERY

Integrative Harmony•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

Off the ‘Road’
He is not filling the world with silly love songs. 

Williamsburg singer-songwriter  Craig Kierce  will 
launch his debut collection of songs, “Ring Road,” 
at the Knitting Factory on Jan. 4. And although 
many of the album’s tracks 
deal with relationships, 
the songwriter says that 
he deals with more than 
just the mushy stuff. 

“I try to at least make 
it a little bit more literate 
than just sappy love songs 
or sad break-up songs,” 
he said. “I try to add a lit-
tle bit more to it but they 
usually tend to be kind of sad lyrics with a much 
happier, upbeat-sounding melody.”  

The songwriter, who cites Elvis Costello, Bright 
Eyes, and Weezer among his influences, started 
penning his own tunes in the eighth grade, writ-
ing at least one track every day between 2001 and 
2014. The resulting collection of lyrics fills ten 
notebooks, a huge box of loose-leaf paper, and a 
handful of hard drives, says Kierce. His more re-
cent songs are typed into a computer, he said. 

Kierce’s prolific rate of song creation helped 
him out in 2014, when he was drawn out of the au-
dience of the “Late Show with Jimmy Fallon,” for 
a segment titled “Battle of the Instant Songwrit-
ers.” He was given one hour to write a song with 
the title,  “I’ve Got A Teeny Halloweeny.”  Kierce 
won that battle, and soon began receiving messages 
from people asking (in vain) for a fully-recorded 
version of the self-deprecating track.  

The novelty song will also not be on his set 
list for the Knitting Factory show, but Kierce 
hopes that people will come out to hear him and 
opening acts On The Sun, Crowd The Airwaves, 
and Dalton Deschain and the Traveling Show 
(with whom Kierce also plays guitar). 

“I think we’ve got a great bill there and I think 
the collection of bands we put together for this 
is going to be awesome,” he said.

Craig Kierce at the Knitting Factory [361 Met-
ropolitan Ave. at N. Fourth Street in Williams-
burg, (347) 529–6696, www.bk.knittingfactory.
com] Jan. 4 at 8 pm. $10. — Lauren Gill

M U S I C

Community Bookstore’s pick — “Fat 
City” by Leonard Gardner

Leonard Gardner’s 
“Fat City” is a boxing 
novel par excellence: 
light-footed and muscular, 
brutal and beautiful. But 
make no mistake, it is also 
one of the best American 
novels. Gardner’s rhyth-
mic prose and unmatched 
ear for dialogue lend a re-
markable intensity to the 
story of retired boxer Billy 
Tully and up-and-comer 
Ernie Munger. This clas-

sic from 1969 is a vision of a distinctly Ameri-
can tragedy — of her losers, her dispossessed, 
her bruised, beaten, and forgotten.

— Hal Hlavinka, Community Bookstore [43 
Seventh Ave. between Carroll Street and Gar-
field Place in Park Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.
commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

Word’s pick — “M Train” by Patti 
Smith

While enjoying celebrity, a happy marriage, 
and a growing family, Patti Smith was faced 
with a string of personal 
losses. This is her story, 
beautifully told, of mov-
ing on after loss and lone-
liness, and of finding a 
way to rebuild a life with-
out losing the past. 

— Kerry Barringer, 
Word [126 Franklin St. at 
Milton Street in Green-
point, (718) 383–0096, 
 www.wordbrooklyn.
com ].

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick — “Some 
Worlds for Dr. Vogt” by Matvei Yan-
kelevich 

Matvei Yankelevich is one of the topogra-
phers of our present mo-
ment. He deconstructs 
the ordinary into its ex-
tra-ordinary components 
and maps entire worlds 
housed therein. In “Some 
Worlds for Dr. Vogt,” he 
amplifies the cosmolo-
gies contained in the 
small moments of our 
everyday silences so we 
can listen more closely 
to them.

— Jarrod Annis, Greenlight Bookstore [686 
Fulton St. between S. Elliott Place and S. Port-
land Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 246–0200, 
 www.greenlightbookstore.com ].

Reading picks
B O O KS

By Allegra Hobbs
The Brooklyn Paper

T
his ex-con artist turned sketch 
artist!

An illustrator who honed his 
artistic craft while behind bars is 
showcasing his intricate ballpoint pen 
drawings in a Greenpoint church. The 
gifted penman says his criminal his-
tory forging documents really paved 
the way for his artistic career.

“To me, that was a way to be an art-
ist,” said Guy Woodard, whose pho-
torealistic ink renderings of faces and 
figures are on display in a gallery at the 
Greenpoint Reformed Church through 
the spring. “I hate to say it, but some 
of it may be my best work.”

Woodard creates his portraits 
by painstakingly shading the paper 
with tiny black dots. He took up the 
ballpoint pen because it was one of 
the few drawing materials available 

in prison, where he served time for 
charges related to forging and sell-
ing false documents such as identi-
fication cards. 

Woodard says that his knack for 
mimicry with a pen stretches back 
to when he was a kid, expertly forg-
ing parental signatures for fellow stu-
dents. He always wanted to be an art-
ist, but became a forger in the late ’70s 
when his illustration work could not 
pay the bills.

His drawing process sometimes 
begins with looking at a photograph, 

but the work develops in original 
ways as the layers of ink progress. 
The work channels his artistic vi-
sion and his nearly obsessive-com-
pulsive attention to detail, he says — 
but much of his work also provided 
a welcome relief from the bleakness 
of prison life.

“It was a way to escape where I 
was,” said Woodard.

The Milton Street church show-
ing his work hosts a gallery funded 
with money from an anonymous do-
nation, received with the stipulation 
that the gift must benefit the com-
munity in ways that are not overtly 
religious. The church used the fund 
to start the Hunger Program, which 
feeds hungry community members 
by serving free dinners and running 

a food pantry. Now the church is us-
ing the change to bring attention to 
an artist whose work is right at home 
in the house of God, said one of the 
heads of the parish. 

“He’s an incredibly beautiful per-
son, and his beautiful personality is 
really invested in his artwork, and as 
a result he creates beautiful things,” 
said Rev. Ann Kansfield.

The Andersonian aesthetic: Videology events director Austin Kim holds up a Wes Anderson bingo 
card, where every square is filled with Anderson’s most used visual and plot devices, such as absent 
fathers, pajamas, and characters played by Luke Wilson. 
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Free handed
Art practiced in prison

Skilled hands: Former forger Guy Woodard honed his artistry while in federal prison, and now creates 
lifelike illustrations with a ballpoint pen. His work is now on display in a church in Greenpoint.
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A twee space
Play bingo with Wes Anderson movies at Videology

“Look to the Rainbow” at the 
Greenpoint Reformed Church 
[136 Milton St. between Franklin 
Street and Manhattan Avenue, (718) 
383–5941, www.greenpointchurch.
org]. Wed, 2–6 pm, Thu, 8–11 pm, 
and Sun, 12:30–2 pm.

A R T
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
January 1

Wicked 
funny
Start the year at a 
muddled musical 
mash-up with “The 
Devil Wears Prada: the 
Musical, featuring 
Wicked,” a semi-
improvised retelling of 
the Meryl Streep film 
about a caustic fash-
ion editor, with songs 
from the Broadway hit 
“Wicked.”  

9:30 pm at the Annoyance 
Theatre [367 Bedford Ave. 
at S. Fifth Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 569–
7810, www.theannoyance-
newyork.com]. $5.

SATURDAY
January 2

Jest getting 
started
Funnyman John F. 
O’Donnell hosts the 
10th Annual “50 First 
Jokes” show, where 
50 comedians reveal 
the first jokes they 
have written in 2016. 
Each only gets two 
minutes, so you get a 
sampler of Brooklyn’s 
best comics!

7 pm at the Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. between 
Second and Third avenues 
in Gowanus, (718) 643–
6510, www.thebellhouse-
ny.com]. $12 ($10 in 
advance).

MONDAY
January 4

Killing us 
softly
Get miseducated 
tonight when Ms. 
Lauryn Hill plays a 
solo show at Brook-
lyn Bowl. The former 
Fuggees star has 
been out of the spot-
light for a few years, 
so take this chace to 
see her doo-wop-
ping That Thing 
again! 

9:30 pm. Brooklyn Bowl 
[61 Wythe Ave. between 
N. 11th and N. 12th 
streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 963–3369], www.
brooklynbowl.com. $75.

WEDNESDAY
January 6

Destroy all 
humans! 
Sure, BB-8 is ador-
able, but it won’t 
seem so cute when 
the droids take over 
the world! Prepare for 
the inevitable rule of 
our robot overlords 
by dropping by the 
Brooklyn Futurists dis-
cussion with Robin 
Hanson about his new 
book “The Age of 
Em: Work, Love, and 
Life When Robots 
Rule the Earth.” 

7:30 pm at Geraldo’s Cafe 
[205 State St. between 
Court Street and Boerum 
Place in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 963–3369], www.meet-
up.com/blkny30]. $7.

THURSDAY
January 7

Fowler play
Comedian Jermaine 
Fowler’s stand-up 
special “Give ‘Em 
Hell, Kid” recently 
debuted on Show-
time, but why shell 
out for a cable sub-
scription when you 
can just stop by 
Union Hall and see 
him in person? 
Tonight’s show is the 
first stop on his 
national tour.

8 pm at Union Hall [702 
Union St. between Fifth 
and Sixth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400, 
unionhallny.com]. $8.
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FRI, JAN. 1
NEW YEARS DAY EVENT AT YOGAS-

OLE: Start the year with an oasis of 
quiet, with zen meditation at 9 am, 
or a free party at noon with fruit, 
cheese and special “Yoga” mimosas. 
Free. 9 am and noon. YogaSole [254 
Windsor Pl. at 11th Avenue in Wind-
sor Terrace, (718) 541–1382], yoga-
sole.com/eventskarma/newyears-
day2016.html. 

BODIES IN MOTION EXERCISE: For 
those 60 and older. Free. 11 am. 
Park Slope Senior Center (463a Sev-
enth St. between Sixth and Seventh 
avenues in Park Slope), www.park-
slopeseniorcenter.org. 

FILM, LORD OF THE RINGS MARA-
THON: Start the new year with an 
epic adventure! All three “Lord of 
the Rings” movies — the extended 
editions — will be playing all day. 
Drop in to Middle Earth any time. 
Free. Noon–midnight. Videology 
[308 Bedford Ave. at S. First Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 782–3468], www.
videology.info. 

NATURE EXPLORATION: Join the 
Prospect Park Alliance for nature 
education programs at the Prospect 
Park Audubon Center, the fi rst urban 
Audubon Center in the nation. Chil-
dren enjoy Bird nerd games; nature 
on the go and animal encounter. 
Free. Noon–4 pm. Prospect Park 
Audubon Center [Enter park at 
Lincoln Road and Ocean Avenue 
in Prospect Park, (718) 287–3400], 
www.prospectpark.org/audubon. 

HISTORIC CRAFTS & GAMES: Join us 
at the Lefferts Historic for our last 
week of the season. Make and play 
Nine-Man Morris, a historic board 
game, and try your hand at creating 
a small needlework sampler to take 
home. $3. 1 pm to 3 pm. Lefferts 
Historic Homestead [452 Flatbush 
Ave. between Empire Boulevard and 
Eastern Parkway in Park Slope, (718) 
789–2822], www.prospectpark.org. 

MUSIC, LETTUCE: $22. 9 pm. Brooklyn 
Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. between N. 
11th and N. 12th streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 963–3369], www.brook-
lynbowl.com. 

SAT, JAN. 2
MUSIC, A SUNNY DAY IN GLASGOW: 

The dream-pop band plays songs 
from its new album “Life Is Loss.” 
$18 ($15 in advance). 9 pm. Rough 
Trade NYC [64 N. Ninth St. between 
Kent and Wythe avenues in Williams-
burg, (718) 388–4111], www.rought-
radenyc.com. 

MUSIC, LETTUCE: 9 pm. See Friday, 
Jan. 1. 

“ASCENZI SQUARE — SONS OF 
WILLIAMSBURGH”: City Reliquary 
illustrates the history of the Ascenzi 
brothers, who have a small park 
in Williamsburg named for them. 
$5 (Children 12 and younger free). 
Noon–6 pm. The City Reliquary 
Museum [370 Metropolitan Ave. be-
tween Havemeyer Street and Marcy 
Avenue in Williamsburg, (718) 782–
4842], www.cityreliquary.org. 

NIGHTLIFE, REGGAE RETRO 1ST SAT-
URDAYS PARTY: The underground 
reggae show features music from 
DJ Jase, DJ Silence, and Hype-
man Guidance from Point Break 
Sound. $20 ($10 in advance). 11 pm. 
Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in Gow-
anus, (718) 855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

NIGHTLIFE, I LOVE NEW YORK: A 
dance party tribute to the greatest 
city in the world. Dress as B-boys, Fly 
Girls, Uptown, Downtown, or Sina-
tra. $20. 10 pm–4 am.  House of Yes 
(408 Jefferson St. at Wyckoff Avenue 
in Bushwick). www.houseofyes.org 

ART, “IMPRESSIONISM AND THE 
CARIBBEAN”: Francisco Oller and 
His Transatlantic World”: An exhibi-
tion of celebrated Puerto Rican-Born 
painter Francisco Oller in transna-
tional context closes on Jan. 3. $16. 
11 am–6 pm. Brooklyn Museum 
[200 Eastern Pkwy. at Washington 
Avenue in Prospect Heights, (718) 

See 9 DAYS on page 7

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

SAT, JAN 2
SPORTS, HARLEM GLOBETROT-

TERS: $26–$194. 2 pm and 7 pm.

SUN, JAN 3
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

VS. DALLAS STARS: $135–
$1,750. 5 pm.

MON, JAN 4
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS. 

BOSTON CELTICS: $20–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

WED, JAN 6
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS. 

TORONTO  RAPTORS: $20–
$3,000. 7:30 pm.

THU, JAN 7
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

VS. WASHINGTON CAPITALS: 
$70–$1,750. 7 pm.

FRI, JAN 8
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS. 

ORLANDO MAGIC: $25–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

SHOP
AT HOME

Serving the Five Boroughs and  
New Jersey over 70 years! 

FREE DELIVERY IN THE TRISTATE AREA AND PENNSYLVANIA

Call or email your make
and model for the
BEST PRICES!

 Harry is 
 still wild 

 after 
 70 years!

 AIR CONDITIONER 
 SPECIALIST

 718-496-2272
 732-616-2822
 718-236-5150 HarrysDiscount@yahoo.com

 FREE
 HOME DELIVERY

 BUILDERS  BUILDERS  BUILDERS 
 WELCOMED WELCOMED WELCOMED

DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to introduce 
Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-
in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and the New York Daily News’ 
Gersh Kuntzman every Monday at 4 pm for an hour 
of talk on topics Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-out 
segments, can be listened to live or played anytime 
at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH MONDAY AT 4PM AT  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

Leg lift: The Boston Celtics will again demonstrate their 
subtle grace and balancing ability when battling the Nets on 
Jan. 4.
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COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER

FOLLOW OUR DAILY UPDATES ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper
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638–5000], www.brooklyn-
museum.org. 

TARGET FIRST SATURDAY 
AT THE BROOKLYN MU-
SEUM: The free evening’s 
highlights include musical 
performances by Tamara 
Renée, Discwoman, and 
Young Paris, a social justice 
workshop led by Police 
Reform Organizing Project, 
and screenings of “GoFish” 
and “Don’t Tell Anyone.” 
Free. 5 pm. Brooklyn Mu-
seum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000], www.brooklyn-
museum.org. 

ART, BRINGING BACK THE 
CITY: The exhibit features 
the works of transit work-
ers and refl ecting on the 
attacks of 9-11, Hurricane 
Irene, and Superstorm 
Sandy with images, arti-
facts, oral histories and mul-
timedia experiences. Free 
with museum admission. 10 
am–4 pm. New York Transit 
Museum [Boerum Place 
at Schermerhorn Street in 
Downtown, (718) 694–1600], 
www.mta.info/mta/mu-
seum.

SUN, JAN. 3
MUSIC, ICE BENEFIT: Subway 

Moon 2016: A fundraiser 
for the Brooklyn music pro-
gram. With performances 
by the Jazz Passengers 
(Roy Nathanson, Marc 
Ribot & Pete Karp) and ICE 
Junior & Senior Songwrit-
ers. $25. 1–3 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

MUSIC, “ME, MYSELF AND 
EYE”: The solo concert 
series presents trombonist 
Brian Drye. $5 suggested 
donation. 4:40 pm. Gallery 
440 (440 Sixth Ave at Tenth 
Street in Park Slope), www.
connectionworks.org. 

ORIGAMI ACADEMY: Join 
the paper-folding pros 
and learn how to craft tiny 
animals and fl owers (ages 7 
and up). Classes begin every 
half hour. Led by Taro’s 
Origami Studio. Free with 
garden admission. 10 am – 
noon. Brooklyn Botanic Gar-
den [1000 Washington Ave., 
at Eastern Parkway in Crown 
Heights, (718) 623–7220], 
www.bbg.org. 

LEGO WORKSHOP: Use Lego 
blocks to build the botatnic 
garden’s renowned Cherry 
Esplanade in miniature 
form. Free with garden 
admission. 10 am – noon. 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden 
[1000 Washington Ave., at 
Eastern Parkway in Crown 
Heights, (718) 623–7220], 
www.bbg.org. 

ART, “GRAFFITI”: Legendary 
“Urban Mannerism” urban 
artist Frank Morrison re-

turns to Bedford-Stuyvesant 
for his upcoming exhbition 
featuring all new original 
artwork from his popular 
“Graffi ti” series. Free. 2–7 
pm. House of Art Gallery 
[408 Marcus Garvey Blvd. 
between Halsey and Macon 
streets in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant, (347) 663–8195], www.
hoagallery.com. 

ARTY FACTS — TRANSFOR-
MATION”: Children ages 
four to seven and their par-
ents or caregivers explore 
the galleries, enjoy a team 
activity, and make their own 
art in each ninety-minute 
Arty Facts class. $10 per 
family. 11 am and 1:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

BRIGHT LIGHTS AND ME-
TEOR SHOWERS: Our 
Urban Park Rangers will 
be your guides to the solar 
system, discussing the sci-
ence, history, and folklore 
of the universe. Astronomy 
programs feature the use of 
telescopes and binoculars 
to observe specifi c astro-
nomical events. Free. 6 pm 
to 7:30 pm. Fort Totten Visi-
tor’s Center [Ordinance Rd. 
at Shore Road in Bayside, 
(718) 352–1769], www.ny-
cgovparks.org.

SPORTS, NEW YORK RIVET-
ERS VS. CONNECTICUT 
WHALES: The women’s ice 
hockey team plays at home. 
$20. 7 pm. Aviator Sports 
and Events Center [3159 
Flatbush Ave. in Floyd Ben-
nett Field in Marine Park, 
(718) 758–7500]. 

MON, JAN. 4
SENIOR CHAIR YOGA: Free 

chair yoga classes for se-
niors. Free. 11 am. Park 
Slope Senior Center [463A 
Seventh St. at Seventh Av-
enue in Park Slope, (718) 
832–3726]. 

COMEDY, “NIGHT TRAIN 
WITH WYATT CENAC”: 
Hosted by Brooklyn come-
dian Wyatt Cenac, “Night 
Train” is a weekly show that 
features comedy from the 
best local and interna-
tional stand up comedi-
ans. Tonight features Hari 
Kondabolu, Monroe Martin, 
Kara Klenk, and Sean Don-
nelly. $5. 8 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

TUES, JAN. 5
SENIOR SALSA: Free salsa 

classes for seniors. Free. 
10:30 am. Park Slope Senior 
Center [463A Seventh St. 
at Seventh Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 832–3726]. 

READING, GREG JOBIN-
LEEDS AND AGITARTE: 
Celebrate a range of 
modern activists who are 
transforming our world with 
“When We Fight, We Win!” 
by Greg Jobin-Leeds and 

AgitArte. In conversation 
with José Jorge Díaz. Free. 
7 pm. PowerHouse Arena 
[37 Main St. at Water Street 
in Dumbo, (718) 666–3049], 
www.powerhousearena.
com. 

READING, KATE AXLEROD 
WITH MARIAN THURM: 
Young adult author Kate 
Axlerod discusses her new 
book, “The Law of Loving 
Others” with short story 
writer Marian Thurm, author 
of “Today is Not Your Day.” 
Free. 7 pm. BookCourt [163 
Court St. between Pacifi c 
and Dean streets in Cobble 
Hill, (718) 875–3677], www.
bookcourt.org. 

TALK, SEXOLOGY ON TAP 
— SEX CELLS: Size doesn’t 
matter at this sex-focused 
lecture series, which invites 
Dr. Julia Zichello to discuss 
uni-cellullar sex and more. 
Followed by a special cock-
tail hour until 10 pm. Free. 
7 pm. The Way Station [683 
Washington Ave. between 
St. Marks Avenue and 
Prospect Place in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 627–4949], 
www.waystationbk.com. 

WED, JAN. 6
SENIOR BRAIN & BODY EX-

ERCISES: Free workshop 
for seniors, focusing on 
both mental and physical 
exercises. Free. 2 pm. Park 
Slope Senior Center [463A 
Seventh St. at Seventh Av-
enue in Park Slope, (718) 
832–3726]. 

MUSIC, THE TOMEKA REID 
QUARTET WITH JASON 
ROEBKE, TOMAS FU-
JIWARA AND MARY 
HALVORSON: $25 ($20 in 
advance). 8 pm. Roulette 
[509 Atlantic Ave. at Third 
Avenue in Boerum Hill, (917) 
267–0363], www.roulette.
org. 

THURS, JAN. 7
SENIOR TAI-CHI: Free Tai-Chi 

class for seniors. Free. 11 
am. Park Slope Senior Cen-
ter [463A Seventh St. at Sev-
enth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 832–3726]. 

READING, BROOKLYN 
WRITERS SPACE READ-
ING SERIES: Join Brooklyn 
Writers Space for their post-
holiday reading featuring 
current members of the 
space discussing their works 
in progress. Free. 7 pm. 
BookCourt [163 Court St. 
between Pacifi c and Dean 
streets in Cobble Hill, (718) 
875–3677], www.bookcourt.
org. 

MUSIC, THE EDITORS NYC: 
A band composed of edi-

tors, including John Cooke 
of Gawker, The New York 
Observer’s Ken Kurson, 
Brownstoner’s Jonathan 
Butler and Ira Robbins of 
Trouser media. Free. 8:30 
pm. Littlefi eld [622 Degraw 
St. between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues in Gowanus, 
(718) 855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

FRI, JAN. 8
ART, “ON ANY SUNDAY”: An 

exhibition of the work by 
artist John Phillip Abbott. 
Free. 11 am–6 pm. Pierogi 
Gallery [177 N. Ninth St. be-
tween Bedford and Driggs 
avenues in Williamsburg, 
(718) 599–2144], www.
pierogi2000.com. 

ART, MICHAEL BALLOU: An 
exhibition of the work by 
artist Michael Ballou. Free. 
11 am–6 pm. Pierogi Gal-
lery [177 N. Ninth St. be-
tween Bedford and Driggs 
avenues in Williamsburg, 
(718) 599–2144], www.
pierogi2000.com. 

ART, TAT IT UP: An art show 
where tattoo and street 
artists create their inter-
pretation of tattoo art on 
canvas and on Boundless 
Brooklyn’s water tower kits. 
Free. 12–6pm. Grumpy 
Bert [82 Bond St. between 
Atlantic Avenue and State 
Street in Boerum Hill, (347) 
855–4849], www.grumpy-
bert.com/blogs/art-shows-
events/80665028-tat-it-up. 

READING, SARAH CEN-
TRELLA: Creator of the 
powerful 8-step method for 
success, Centrella launches 
“Hustle Believe Receive,” 
which features fi fty-two in-
spiring stories of fulfi llment. 
Free. 7 pm. PowerHouse 
Arena [37 Main St. at Water 
Street in Dumbo, (718) 666–
3049], www.powerhouse-
arena.com. 

MUSIC, ‘NUF SAID: Free. 9 
pm. BAM Cafe (30 Lafayette 
Ave. between Ashland Place 
and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org/
programs/bamcafe-live. 

MUSIC, SEAN KERSHAW 
& THE NEW JACK RAM-
BLERS: Elvis Tribute: Sean 
Kershaw, known as the 
Coney Island Cowboy, and 
his New Jack Ramblers pay 
tribute to the King on his 
birthday. Suzette Sundae & 
the Lovelifes perform the 
opening set. Free. 9 pm–
midnight. Red Hook Bait & 
Tackle [320 Van Brunt St. at 
Pioneer Street in Red Hook, 
(718) 451–4665], www.red-
hookbaitandtackle.com. 

SAT, JAN. 9
ART, “PERSONAL CORRE-

SPONDENTS: Photography 
and Letter Writing in Civil 
War Brooklyn”: BHS’s pho-
tography and correspon-
dence collection reveals the 
personal stories of Brooklyn 
soldiers and their families 
during the American Civil 
War, uncovering tales that 
are often moving, light-
hearted, and tragic at the 
same time. $10. Noon– 5 
pm. Brooklyn Historical So-
ciety [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

MUSIC, CLIFTON ANDER-
SON: Free. 9 pm. BAM 
Cafe (30 Lafayette Ave. be-
tween Ashland Place and St. 
Felix Street in Fort Greene), 
www.bam.org/programs/
bamcafe-live. 

NIGHTLIFE, BE CUTE 
BROOKLYN: “Be Cute” is 
a dance party for out-there 
folks that like to shake it 
on the dance fl oor. With 
Matty Beats and Horror-
chata. $5. 11 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

ART, TAT IT UP: 12–6pm. See 
Friday, Jan. 8. 

FSURVIVAL WORKSHOP: 
Urban Park Rangers teach 
outdoor survival skills. Rec-
ommended for children 
8 and older. Free. 1 pm 
to 2:30 pm. Park House 
[43rd St. at Seventh Av-
enue in Sunset Park, (718) 
421–2021], www.nycgov-
parks.og. 

ART, “GRAFFITI”: 2–7 pm. See 
Sunday, Jan. 3. 

NYTM TRAIN OPERATORS 
SCHOOL: Children 10 and 
older experience what its 
like to operate a train by 
visiting rhe NYC Subway 
Car lab. Free with museum 
admission. 2 pm to 4 pm. 
New York Transit Museum 
[Boerum Place at Schermer-
horn Street in Downtown, 
(718) 694–1600], www.mta.
info/mta/museum. 

READING, MICHAEL IAN 
BLACK: Actor and co-
median Michael Ian Black 
discusses his collection of 
personal essays “Navel Gaz-
ing: True Tales of Bodies, 
Mostly Mine.” Free. 7 pm. 
BookCourt [163 Court St. 
between Pacifi c and Dean 
streets in Cobble Hill, (718) 
875–3677], www.bookcourt.
org. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 6

By Colin Mixson
The Brooklyn Paper

I
t is a new spin on old material.

A hip-hop artist will perform alongside 
archival film footage and audio recordings 

of his late father, Off-Broadway thespian and 
comedian Steve Ben Israel, in the multi-media 
show “The Spinning Wheel,” opening Jan. 8. 
The show brings to light decades of recorded 
jokes and performances across the country 
and the world, says the show’s star. 

“One of the inspirations for doing this 
piece is that, when my dad passed, we were 
very tight,” said Baba Israel. “But when he 
passed, I didn’t realize how much he’d held 
onto film and audio recordings from decades 
ago. So the show is in a way about bringing 
this archival material onto the stage.”

The show will feature the younger Israel 
reciting poetry, beat-boxing, rapping, and 
telling stories from his father’s past, includ-
ing his days performing stand-up in the Vil-
lage, his 15 years with Living Theatre, and 
his eventual retirement from touring with 
the experimental performance group so that 
his son could have a stable home.

“He was part of Living Theatre when I was 
very young, but then my mother made the call 
of not raising me on the road,” he said.

Among the most fantastic tales from 
his father’s past is his flight from Brazil 

during the brutal military dictatorship of 
then-president Emilio Medici. The Living 
Theatre company was touring the country 
protesting the regime and its various atroc-
ities, when nearly the entire cast was ar-
rested on trumped-up drug charges. Only 
Israel’s father managed to escape, after lo-
cals dressed him as a woman and smug-
gled him back to the United States, where 
he successfully fought for his fellow ac-
tors to be released.

“It’s like something straight from a movie,” 
Israel said.

Throughout his performance, Israel will 
interact with his late father through the var-
ious recordings he discovered from his ar-
chives. The pair will also recite poetry to-
gether, trading lines as though his old man 
were still around, according to Israel.

“At some times it’s a response to a piece 
of mine, so I do a poem or tell a story, and 
then curate something from my dad’s ar-
chives that enhances that,” he said. “So it’s 
a conversation.”

Throughout the performance, Israel will 
relate his father’s political work, which dealt 
with the problems of capitalism and milita-
rism, to current events, he said.

“We’re looking for what’s coming up in 
my own experience, the issues strong in his 
generation, and thinking about where does 
that conversation fit now,” Israel said.

Pop culture
A hip-hop tribute to his father

Like father, like son: Hip-hop artist Baba Israel will rap and recite poetry while 
accompanied by archival footage from his late father’s career with the Living 
Theatre. The show opens on Jan. 8 at Bric House.

“The Spinning Wheel” 
at Bric House [647 Fulton 
St. between Rockwell and 
Ashland places in Fort 
Greene, (718) 683–5600, 
www.bricartsmedia.org] 
Jan. 8, 9, 15, and 16 at 8 
pm. $18 ($15 in advance).

T H E AT E R LIST YOUR EVENT…
To list your event in Nine Days In Brooklyn, please give us two weeks notice or more. Send your list-
ing by e-mail: calendar@cnglocal.com, or submit the information online at www.brooklynpaper.com/
events/submit. We are no longer accepting submissions by mail. Listings are free and printed on a 
space available basis. We regret we cannot take listings over the phone.
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