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BREAKING: L TRAIN TUNNEL COULD CLOSE FOR YEARS, SEE PAGE 11

Your Neighborhood  — Your News®

Warm up your home with HOT DEALS ON GORGEOUS NEW FLOORS!JANUARY 
FLOORING
SALE!

January 13-19 (Wed-Tues)
1-800-HARDWOOD

lumberliquidators.com
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99¢
sq.ft.

from
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Prefinished 
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30+
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from
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NEW!
Wood-Look 
Tile package 

20%
OFF

with grout purchase
COUPON CODE: TILE20

in-store ONLY While supplies last. Product prices & availability are subject to change. Odd lots sold as is. 
Our South Hackensack, NJ store is closed on Sundays.

New York, NY • (347) 286-7552
New York, NY • (212) 352-1111

Long Island City, NY • (347) 527-7664 
Staten Island, NY • (917) 426-0580

Bronx, NY • (347) 773-2075
Yonkers, NY • (914) 595-1411

S Hackensack, NJ • (201) 343-5255 
Union, NJ • (908) 613-0843

Woodbridge, NJ • (908) 259-4170

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

A developer’s lucrative proposal to 
build a high-rise between two Brook-
lyn Heights co-op buildings is threat-
ening to tear the close-knit community 
of neighbors apart.

Denizens of the 33-story building at 75 
Henry St.  have the opportunity to score 
big bucks by selling a slice of their land 
along Pineapple Walk  to a real-estate 
firm so it can erect a 40-story residen-
tial tower there. But the residents of a 
31-story co-op on the other side of the 
tropically named lane say the deal would 
literally and figuratively build a wall be-
tween the two groups who have lived as 
one happy hamlet for decades.   

“We’re not kids, but I think it would 
change things between us,” said Shelly 
Holtzberg, who lives in Cadman Tow-
ers, which hosted a packed public forum 
about the sale last Wednesday. “Right 
now there’s really an open door and we’re 
even talking about sharing services for 
both buildings.”

Cadman Towerites organized the gath-
ering to come up with ways to convince 
their neighbors to reject Anbau Enter-
prises’s $75-million offer for the land, 
which is currently home to the beloved 
Park Plaza Restaurant and several stores. 
A few days later, the developer reportedly 
raised its offer to $130 million.

The deal would net each 75 Henry St. 
unit at least $120,000 — likely far more 
now the price has gone up — but the re-
sulting tower would also block views from 
both buildings, cast a shadow across the 
area, and bring an influx of residents to 
an area that has  an overcrowded schoo l 
and  recently lost its hospital , claimed 
critics. 

The 75 Henry Streetians have until 
Jan. 15 to cast their votes, and a majority 
of owners will have to vote “yes” for the 
co-op’s board to pursue the deal.

CO-OP DE GRACE!
B’Heights development deal threatens to divide neighbors

The opponents say they know they’re 
asking the residents to turn down a big 
windfall, but hope they’ll consider the 
impact their decision will have on the 
whole neighborhood. 

“We’re asking them to give up sig-
nificant financial security that this offer 
would bring to them, to their children, 
to their family, and to their future,” said 
Peter Bray, who is the executive direc-
tor of influential local civic group the 
Brooklyn Heights Association.

At least two 75 Henry St. residents 
pledged to vote “no”  at a previous meet-
ing , but one brave resident told Wednes-
day’s crowd he intended to say “yes” 
— stressing that it was just a vote for 
the board to explore the offer, not a fi-
nal handshake.

“I would be in favor of it,” said a man 
who identified himself as Gil. “But all 
we’re doing is looking at the possibilities 
— we’re not making a commitment.”

Both co-op complexes were built in 
the late ’60s as part of the Mitchell-Lama 
housing subsidy program, which created 
below-market-rate housing aimed at mid-
dle-class families. Cadman Towers re-
mains in the program, which means units 
there are relatively cheap —  a WNYC 
reporter claimed  she scored a one-bed-
room for $38,000 in 2010 — and are only 
available to people earning below a cer-
tain amount ( currently  around $97,000 
for a three-person household). 

Shareholders at 75 Henry St. opted out 
of the program years ago, so it now func-
tions as a standard co-op — a one-bed-
room there was  recently on the market  for 
$750,000 — and the owners are now able 
to cash in on the developers’ offer. 

Developers want to raze this 
popular neighborhood staple 
and build a 40-story tower. The 
image below shows the location 
between the existing towers.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Are Jay Z and Beyonce moving to 
Brooklyn Bridge Park?

Brooklyn Heights is abuzz after a res-
ident told a packed room at a community 
meeting that the rap royalty purchased 
a pad in a park development.

The long-time local said a park 
security guard let the colossal news 
slip while the pair were chatting dur-
ing an evening stroll. He dropped the 
news  during a public forum at Cad-
man Towers last Wednesday night , 
prompting whispers and a “shhhh” 
from the crowd. 

Pierhouse,  the controversial lux-
ury condo complex  next to Brooklyn 
Bridge where the couple are rumored 
to have snatched up property, did not 
deny the claim at first. 

“I wish that I could confirm that 
Jay Z and Beyonce had bought at Pier-
house but I cannot confirm that,” said 
Barbara Wagner of Rubenstein Asso-
ciates, the public relations firm rep-
resenting the development. “You can 

publish it as a rumor.” 
Wagner later called back and said 

it was not true.
If true, Queen Bey and Hova could 

be planning to lay their Brooklyn roots 
down in any of the 78 of the 106 units 
that were in contract as of December, 
 per a recent Curbed report . Current  list-
ings  range from $2.5 million to $10.5 
million and amenities include a kids 
playroom — perfect for their 4-year-
old daughter Blue Ivy — a meditation 
studio, valet parking, and a pool. 

The sale would be a homecoming for 
the couple, who have lived across the 
river in a Manhattan loft since 2004 and 
 reportedly bought a $14.5 million pad  
in Hollywood in May last year.  

Jay Z has nevertheless maintained 
ties with his native borough — he 
owned a minuscule stake in Barclays 
Center and the Nets  until 2013 . Last 
year, his music-streaming service Tidal 
 bought naming rights  for concerts at 
the arena, and his entertainment com-
pany Roc Music  inked a deal  to pro-
gram shows there.

Are Jay Z and Beyonce moving 
in at Brooklyn Bridge Park?

Rumors abound that Beyonce and Jay Z have bought property in 
Brooklyn Bridge Park.

A
ss

o
ci

at
ed

 P
re

ss
 /

 C
ha

rl
es

 S
yk

es

Royal rumor

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

The world’s most notorious drug 
kingpin is facing a trial in Kings 
County.

Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman could 
spend time behind bars in Sunset Park 
and go before a judge at Downtown’s 
federal courthouse if Attorney Gen-
eral Loretta Lynch sends him to be 
tried in her old stomping grounds 
following his expected extradition 
from Mexico. 

Brooklyn prosecutors aren’t the 
only ones looking to get their hands 
on Guzman — as leader of the Mexi-
can Sinaloa Cartel, which has smug-
gled billions of dollars worth of co-
caine and other illicit drugs over 
American borders, he has earned 
indictments from cities across the 
United States, including Chicago 
and Miami.

But the borough has a home-court 

Kingpin coming?
El Chapo could be tried in Bklyn

Mexican drug lord Joaquin 
Guzman is nicknamed  “El 
Chapo” — meaning “shorty” 
— for his 5-foot-6 stature.
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advantage — as U.S. Attorney in 
the Eastern District of New York, 
Lynch signed a massive 21-count in-
dictment from her office in Brook-

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

They will clean up before they 
leave. 

The Jehovah’s Witnesses will give the 
city $5.5 million to overhaul a run-down 
Dumbo park the organization promised 
to make over more than a decade ago 
as part of a lucrative rezoning deal, af-
ter local pols demanded the group fi-
nally honor its pledge before it sells all 
its land and decamps from the borough 
for good.

The sect — officially the Watchtower 
Bible and Tract Society — believes the 
money will be enough to cover its share 
of the long-stalled plans for the land.

“Watchtower has set aside this amount 
to cover the funds officials estimated the 
city would need to take over this project 
and complete the current vision for the 
park,” the group told this paper.

The religious outfit offered to fix the 
moribund Bridge Park 2 —  a slab of crum-
bling concrete next to York Street sta-
tion  and  quite possibly the crummiest 
park in the city  — in 2004, when the 
city agreed to let the group build a huge 
housing complex on a massive parking 
lot next door at 85 Jay St. 

Plans  at the time  included a turf base-
ball field, a new playground, and a lighted 
path from the subway station to the neigh-
boring Farragut Houses development. 

But Watchtower never actually built 
the new property, and the planning pro-
cess for the park facelift dragged for years 
through various design iterations, eventu-

ally hitting an impasse over cost and labor 
— the Witnesses wanted to  use its mem-
bers as volunteer workers , which is not 
how the city typically does business. 

The group’s announcement last month 
that  it is selling 85 Jay St.  — now incred-
ibly valuable thanks to the residential re-
zoning —  as part of its mass exodus from 
the neighborhood it has long called home  
sparked renewed calls for the Witnesses 
to keep their vow and put some of the 
massive windfall to good use. 

“It is unacceptable that since the Watch-
tower committed to work with the Parks 
Department, over 11 years have passed, 
the site has seen no improvements, and 
remains a piece of barren asphalt,” a 
host of local pols and business leaders 
wrote in a letter to the organization in 
December. 

It remains to be seen whether $5.5 
million will be enough to take the park 
from drab to fab, however — the parks 
department said it can’t estimate the to-
tal costs without a concrete plan for the 
park in place. Watchtower honchos say 
they have one ready, based on the city’s 
most recent requests for the site, which 
now include a skate park and a multi-
purpose field. 

Those pushing for the park renewal 

Holy bank-rollers
Witnesses pledge $5.5M to beautify 
long-neglected Dumbo park space

say they also want more details before 
celebrating, but the pledge is still good 
news. 

“Without seeing the details, that seems 
like a significant step in the right direc-

tion,” said Councilman Steve Levin (D–
Boerum Hill), one of the letter-writing 
pols. “I would like to sit down in a formal 
way with them and the parks department 
to see exactly what the plans are.”

Cadman Towers
75 Henry St.

Proposed 
tower site
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The Jehovah’s Witnesses have stepped up to the plate and pledged 
$5.5 million to revamp decrepit Brooklyn Bridge Park II. Plans for the 
new park include a multipurpose field, exercise area, playground, and 
skate park.
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See CHAPO  on page 12

BUT WHAT ABOUT 
SQUIBB BRIDGE?

SEE PAGE 3
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SHAPE UP classes  
are intense and 
 sweaty, but I feel like 
a brand new person 
 every time.

After an accident,  
boot camp classes got 
 Jose moving again.

Get motivated. 
Find free exercise 
classes  in your 
neighborhood at  
nyc.gov/parks.

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

What the Squibb?
Squibb Park Bridge — the 

bouncy pathway that connects 
Brooklyn Bridge Park to the 
Brooklyn Heights Promenade 
— has been closed for repairs 
for 17 months, and park hon-
chos are refusing to explain 
what is wrong with it, why it 
is taking so long, and when 
it will be open again. One 
local pol is now starting to 
worry the silence means some-
thing is seriously amiss with 
the springy span.

“What makes me nervous 
is what does this long delay 
indicate? Does it indicate that 
there’s a more serious problem 
here?” said Councilman Steve 
Levin (D–Brooklyn Heights), 
who also sits on the Brook-
lyn Bridge Park board of di-
rectors.

The semi-private body that 
operates the park  opened  the 
 taxpayer-funded , $5-million 
bridge to much fanfare in late 
2012, but  fenced it off  in Au-
gust 2014, claiming that it had 
become a little too bouncy and 
needed to be re-aligned. 

Park officials  initially  said 
it would be back in action in 
spring 2015, then  repeatedly 
pushed back  the opening date, 
telling the New York Times 
in both  July  and  August  that 
repairs were complete and it 
was just awaiting permits to 
reopen. 

Now, they say more repairs 
are needed — but not what, 
or why, or when they will be 
complete.

“After conducting thor-
ough testing, our engineers 
have determined that fur-
ther work is necessary,” said 
Brooklyn Bridge Park Corpo-
ration spokeswoman Belinda 
Cape, who is a spokeswoman 
for the Brooklyn Bridge Park 
Corporation. 

The zig-zagging wooden 
pathway runs through two 
buildings in the still-under-
construction Pierhouse hotel 
and condo complex — one of 
several  controversial  money-
spinning developments the 
park says is needed to fund 
the ongoing maintenance 

A bridge too wha?
Span now closed for 17 months with no explanation

The Squibb Park Bridge 
(above) runs through the 
still-under-construction 
Pierhouse development 
in Brooklyn Bridge Park. 
(Left) The newly-opened 
bridge in 2012.
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of the sprawling waterfront 
green space. 

Park officials have in the 
past said there is no link be-
tween the construction site 
and the fenced-off bridge 
that runs through the center 
of it, but the juxtaposition has 
at least one frustrated park-
goer wondering if there is a 
connection.

“I don’t know why they 

“Since they haven’t told the 
public what the cost is and who 
would ultimately be responsi-
ble for the costs of the repairs 
we’re in no condition to know 
what’s happening,” said Peter 
Bray, president of influential 
local civic group the Brooklyn 
Heights Association. 

But the issue is much sim-
pler for some — Hudson said 
the closure has forced her to 
take the long way around to 
Brooklyn Bridge Park, which 
she frequents with her grand-
son, and the extended route 
is taking a toll on her aging 
body. 

“I have to go around to the 
park now and I’m not young 
anymore,” she said. “I’d rather 
just go down on the bridge.” 

Levin — who sent a letter 
to the park with Assembly-
woman Jo Ann Simon (D–
Carroll Gardens) and state 
Sen. Daniel Squadron (D–
Brooklyn Heights) demand-
ing answers back in August — 
said the corporation told board 
members they can expect to 
find out more information at 
the next board meeting.

Meadows of 

SHAME

closed it — maybe because of 
construction,” said Brooklyn 
Heights resident Mary Hud-
son. “Why did they open it if 
they were going to close it so 
quickly?”

Locals are also question-
ing how much it will ulti-
mately cost and who will pick 
up the tab. In February last 
year,  the park estimated the 
repairs would run to $700,000  
and that it planned to recoup 
the costs from those respon-
sible. Now, it won’t say what 
the bill is.

Cape says the corporation 
still plans to recover the costs 
— though not from whom — 
and that it will issue a report 
explaining everything once 
it reopens the bridge. But 
the lack of transparency has 
neighbors worried.

w
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HEALTH PLANS FOR $0 OR $20 PER MONTH
CALL 1.855.809.4073

METROPLUS.ORG

MKT 15.71v2

Sign
Me up.

Health 
Care for 
$0 or $20 
Per Month?

Vis it us at ki ngs plaza!

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

A dancing derelict tried 
to snatch a guy’s phone on 
an A train near Hoyt Street 
on Jan. 4.

The victim told police 
he was on the Manhattan-
bound train traveling between 
Nostrand Avenue and Hoyt-
Schermerhorn stations at 4:18 
pm when the prima ballerina 
and three friends and started 
dancing.

He wasn’t interested in the 
free show, however, and was 
scrolling through his phone 
instead. The dancer then an-
nounced, “Anyone who isn’t 
paying attention, suck my d--
-” and grabbed the unsuspect-
ing victim’s phone, said re-
ports.The pair struggled over 
the cell, and the nogoodnik 
punched the victim in the 
face amidst the skirmish, 
police said.

But the victim came out 
victorious and the gang of 
boogying bandits got off 
the train at Hoyt-Schermer-
horn and fled, according to 
police.

Subway sneak
A thief stole a woman’s 

phone on the subway as she 
was traveling to Brooklyn 
on Jan. 6.

The woman said she 
boarded a Brooklyn-bound 

train on the 2, 3 line in Man-
hattan at 9 am, but by the time 
she reached the Borough Hall 
train stop, she realized her 
phone was missing from her 
bag. 

The phone was tracked to a 
Brownsville community cen-
ter, according to police.

Trashed
Some barfly stole a wom-

an’s bag as she was sitting at 
the bar of a Fourth Avenue 
pub on Jan. 6. 

The victim told police she 
draped her bag on the back 
of her stool at the watering 
hole near Bergen Street at 8 
pm, and had covered it with 
her coat. 

But when she went to fetch 
something from her purse, it 
was gone. All was not lost, 
though — she tracked her iP-
hone to a trash can on War-
ren Street. 

Smash and dash
A goon broke into a car 

parked on Livingston Street 
on Jan. 5 and stole an assort-
ment of property from the ve-
hicle.

The victim said she parked 
her car near Bond Street at 
11:15 pm, but when she re-
turned at 1:10 am the next day, 
she found her front passen-
ger-side window smashed and 
her wallet, headphones, credit 
cards, and bag of clothes miss-
ing form inside.  
 — Lauren Gill

Subway dancer tries to steal distracted rider’s phone
76TH PRECINCT

Carroll Gardens–
Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Shootout
One or more gunmen shot 

one man dead and injured an-
other during a fire-fight in a 
building on Columbia Street 
on Jan. 10, police said.

Police found the two vic-
tims at separate locations in 
a housing complex between 
Bush and Mill streets around 
10:10 pm, according to a re-
port.

Paramedics transported 
both men — ages 27 and 33 — 
to New York Methodist Hos-
pital for treatment for “numer-
ous” gunshot wounds, cops 
said. Doctors pronounced the 
33-year-old man dead on ar-
rival, authorities said.

Batboy
Police arrested a teen who 

they say pulled a baseball bat 
out at a Clinton Street bodega 
on Jan 8 and went on a ram-
page.

The trouble started when 
the manager told the suspect 
to leave his store between Mill 
and Centre streets just before 
6:30 pm, police said. Instead 
of leaving, the teen started de-
stroying everything around 
him and threatened the man-
ager with the bat, according 
to the police report. The sus-
pect kept it up when police 
arrived, but they managed to 

get him under control and in 
cuffs, authorities said.

Filchers foiled
Some would-be burglars 

tried to force their way into a 
popular event venue on Union 
Street overnight on Jan. 8, but 
failed to do much more than 
damage some doors, police 
said.

The owners of the venue 
locked up the space near Bond 
Street around 10:30 pm, and 
returned in the morning to 
find both their front and rear 
doors damaged. Police believe 
the failed intruders used a 
crowbar on the doors.

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Cab grab
Two vicious villains beat 

and robbed a cabbie and stole 
his car on 85th Street on Jan. 
9, according to a police re-
port.

The driver picked the pair 
up in Gowanus around 8 pm 
and drove them to an address 
near 12th Avenue, but when 
it came time to pay their fare,  
one of them pulled a gun on 
him and demanded cash, po-

lice reported. The victim ran 
from the car when the brutes 
started punching him in the 
head and the two hopped up 
front and drove off, accord-
ing to authorities.

They only made it about 10 
blocks before crashing the taxi 
on Bay Eighth Street, police 
said. They fled the scene with 
$250 they found in the cab.

Armed robbery
Two good-for-nothings 

masquerading as pizza de-
livery men shook down a 
female employee at an 11th 
Avenue spa on Jan. 9.

The two rang the door-
bell at the spa near 66th 
Street around 4:20 am, po-
lice said. When the woman 
opened the door, the ruffians 
forced their way inside, and 
one pulled a handgun on her, 
she told cops. 

They got away with her 
cellphone, another woman’s 
cellphone, and $300 in cash, 
according to police.

Butt burglar
A thief broke into a 13th 

Avenue bodega overnight on 
Jan. 6 and stole 20 cartons of 
cigarettes and cash, accord-

ing to a report.
The owner closed the store 

between 74th Street and Bay 
Ridge Parkway around 11 pm 
the night before. He told po-
lice he returned to find a back 
door wide open. 

The nogoodnik grabbed 
$600 cash on top of a cig-
arette haul that up to about 
$2,000, according to a police 
report. The thief likely got 
to the back of the building 
through a construction site 
next door, police said.

Copper caper
A cat burglar stole some 

spools of copper wire from 
what should have been a se-
cure water treatment plant 
on Shore Road sometime 
between New Year’s Eve 
and Jan. 5.

The thief broke into a “pro-
cessing center” at the site be-
tween Colonial Road and 68th 
Street sometime between 2 
pm on New Year’s Eve and 
9 am on Jan. 5, according 
to police. He got away with 
four spools of the wire worth 
around $2,200. 

At least some of the 60 
security cameras at the site 
should have caught him, but 
only one of the was working 
at the time, said police.

A load of IR-BS
Scammers swindled a Ma-

rine Avenue woman out of 
$8,000 on Jan. 4 by posing as 
tax collectors, police said.

The woman told police she 
received a call at her home 
near 94th Street around 11 am 
from a man claiming to be with 
the Internal Revenue Service. 
They told her she owed her the 
money, so she went to a West-
ern Union later that afternoon 
and wired it to them. 

Police have not yet deter-
mined where the fraudsters 
are running their scheme.

— Dennis Lynch

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Reappearing act
A thief made off with a 

lady’s car after she left it 
parked on Monitor Street on 
Jan. 5, but the damaged ve-
hicle turned up the next day 
on Eliot Avenue.

The victim told cops she 
left her ride parked between 
Herbert Street and Richard-
son Street earlier on Jan. 5, 
but when she came back at 
around 10 pm that night it was 
nowhere to be found. 

Police spotted the stolen 
car at Eliot and Metropoli-
tan avenues around 11 am the 
next day, but it was covered 
in scratches and the door was 
damaged from being pried 
open, authorities said.

Ransacked 
An intruder broke into a 

woman’s N. Seventh Street 
apartment and left the place 
in shambles on Jan. 8.

The victim told cops she 
and her roommate left their 
apartment between Berry 
Street and Wythe Avenue 
around 8:30 am for work, 
then returned at 9:15 pm to 
find the entire place had been 
ransacked. 

Cops said there was no signs 
of forced entry or damage to 
the door, but some unspeci-
fied items were missing.

Disappearing act
A rogue sped off in a wom-

an’s car after she left it near 
McGolrick Park on Jan. 10.

The victim parked and 
locked her car on Monitor 
Street near Nassau Avenue 
at around 1 am, then returned 
at 1:30 pm to find it missing, 
police said. 

Sofa swipe
A former tenant of a N. 10th 

Street apartment returned to 
the building to steal a cou-
ple of leather sofas under the 
guise of picking up some stuff 
he left behind on Jan. 3.

The landlord told cops the 
guy came back to the build-
ing near Roebling Street at 9 
am to reclaim some belong-
ings, but instead ran off with 
two leather couches from the 
building’s storage area, ac-
cording to a police report. 
The landlord has surveillance 
footage of the rapscallion run-
ning off with the furniture, 
police said.

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Bushwick

Long fall
Some dirtbag pushed a 

woman her down a flight of 
stairs at the Morgan Avenue 
subway station in the after-
noon of Jan. 9, leaving her 
face and body battered.

The victim was standing 
on the staircase at the L train 
station near Harrison Place 
at around 3:40 pm when the 
unseen villain crept up and 
hit her in the back of the 
head, causing her to black-
out and fall face-first down 
the stairs, according to a po-
lice report.

The fall dislocated the 
woman’s elbow, battered and 
bloodied her face, knocked out 
some teeth, and an injured her 
pelvis, police said.

The victim did not see the 
mysterious attacker, and said 
he fled in an unknown direc-
tion, cops said.

Knifepoint
A snake robbed a teenage 

girl at knifepoint as she was 
walking on Graham Avenue 
on Jan. 4

One 18-year-old victim told 
cops she was walking towards 
Flushing Avenue with her girl-
friend at around 9 pm when 
the miscreant approached 
with a blade and said, “Give 
me your phone before I cut 
you.”

The low-life swiped the 
phone out of the teen’s hand 
and fled into a transit area on 
the corner of Broadway and 
Flushing Avenue, police said. 
The girl suffered chest pains 
after the attack and went to 
Woodhull Hospital, accord-
ing to a police report.

Carjack epic
A knife-wielding lady 

jumped into a guy’s car on 
Throop Avenue on Jan. 4 
and told him to drive, but 
the driver managed to re-
claim his vehicle.

The woman got in the vic-
tim’s car while he was stopped 
at Flushing Avenue at 5 am 
and pointed the blade at him, 
demanding he stay calm and 
drive straight, police said. 

The driver turned onto 
Throop Avenue and pulled 
up behind a box truck, and 
while the perp was dis-
tracted he jumped out of 
the car and ran up to the 
truck driver, then used the 
trucker’s phone to call the 
cops, said police. 

When the carjacker got out 
of the car and tried to flee, 
the victim got back in the 
driver’s seat and drove after 
her, cornering her at Whip-
ple Street, police said. The 
perp eventually threw the sto-
len phone back at his car, but 
did make off with a wad of 
cash, cops said.

— Allegra Hobbs

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

By Shavana Abruzzo
for Brooklyn Paper

There’s still some bang 
left in the old buck! 

A dollar doesn’t stretch 
very far these days, but it can 
still get you a slice of pizza, 
a song on iTunes (some-
times), and now, a copy of 
the Daily News. Our pals in 
publishing — all Commu-
nity News Group and New 
York City Community Me-
dia publications are printed 
at the News’ printing press 
— have slashed the news-
stand price of New York’s 
Hometown Paper by a quar-
ter in all five boroughs as 
of Jan. 11.

The media grapevine 
buzzed over the price drop, 
which comes just seven 
months after the News hiked 
its copies to $1.25 each. Some 
print pundits speculated the 
News drove up sales with 
its strong gun-control advo-
cacy after the San Bernar-
dino shootings, while others 
credited its financial f luid-
ity to a fresh round of lay-
offs.

News nabobs only said 
readers shouldn’t look a gift 
horse in the mouth.

“As New York’s Home-
town Paper, we look for ev-
ery opportunity to bring our 
loyal readers the news they 
need at a lower price point,” 
Bill Holiber, president and 
chief executive officer of the 
Daily News, said in the press 
release.

Consider the quarter 
saving no chump change, 
either.

“Life in New York City 
is hard enough and we fig-
ured we’d put 25 cents back 
in the pockets of our faith-
ful readers,”  said Ricardo 
Flattes, circulation sales and 
consumer marketing direc-
tor. “It all adds up.”

And trusty Brooklyn read-
ers applauded the cheaper 
price.

“It means that the New 
York’s hometown paper is 
still in business,” said Flat-
bush resident Tom Harris, 54. 
“And I won’t have to rum-
mage about looking for that 
extra quarter.”

Daily News back 
to a buck a day
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By Allegra Hobbs
Brooklyn Paper

G, thanks.
The Metropolitan Transit 

Authority will shut eight sub-
way stations across the bor-
ough — including the Flush-
ing Avenue and Classson 
Avenue stops on Brooklyn’s 
beloved local line — for up 
to two months over the next 
few years while it gives them 
facelifts, leaving straphang-
ers stranded.

“There are no other trains 
where I am,” said Roberta 
Cook, who lives near the 
Flushing Avenue stop in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant. “For 
me to get anywhere, even 
somewhere else in Brook-
lyn, is pretty much impos-
sible.”

The transit authority on 
Friday announced its plan 
to gussy up 30 stations city-
wide through a series of mar-
athon construction sessions 

Can’t stop, hammer time!
Subway construction means long closures for boro G, C, R stations

that will last between six and 
12 months and will, at some 
point, close individual sta-
tions entirely for stretches 
of time ranging between six 
and eight weeks, according 
to a transit authority spokes-
man.

The agency has not yet 
decided whether it will run 
buses to and from the closed 
stations, a rep said.

Three C stations — in-
cluding Clinton-Washing-
ton avenues in Fort Greene 
and Kingston-Throop av-
enues in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant — and three R stops 
— Prospect Avenue in Gow-
anus, 53rd Street in Sunset 
Park, and Bay Ridge Avenue 
in Bay Ridge — are also on 
 the hit list .

The planned improve-
ments are still only vaguely 
defined — the agency says 
the work will “modernize” 
the stations, leaving them 

“cleaner, brighter” and 
“easier to navigate,” but 
a rep was unable to spec-
ify exactly what the im-
provements will entail and 
when they will take place 
at each station. 

Gov. Cuomo and the 
transit body simultane-
ously  announced plans 
 to roll out more wifi and 
cellphone services and 
mobile ticketing to sub-
way stations across the 
borough, but these lofty 
goals are not necessar-
ily related to the station 
scrub-downs. 

Cook and fellow G-
train regulars were dis-
mayed to hear of the clo-
sures — many who depend 
on those stations to get 
them to work everyday 
could have to find a less 
convenient and cost-effec-
tive way to get around, said 
one rider.

“I’ll probably have to 
take an Uber,” said Sarah 
Suffir, who works as a 
therapist at PS 380 near 
the Flushing stop. “It’s 
awful.”

Suffir said she knows 
carriage-loads of fellow 
therapists, educators, 
and students alike who 
take the G train to the 
Marcy Avenue elemen-
tary school daily and will 
be at a loss when the clo-
sure kicks in. 

The transit agency says 
the lengthy lockdowns will 
allow it to get repairs done 
more quickly — contrac-
tors will be able to get all 
the work done in one fell 
swoop, rather than doing 
it piecemeal on weekends 
or nights for shorter stints 
of construction over lon-
ger periods.

The majority of the sta-
tions will be totally re-
vamped by 2018, but some 
will take until 2020, the 
body said.

The transit authority will shut two G train stops for up 
to two months at some point in the next few years.

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

First it was imprisoned 
without charges — and now 
it is being framed!

A bust of notorious whis-
tleblower Edward Snowden 
that  briefly graced a pedestal 
in Fort Greene Park  before 
police confiscated it last year 
will soon be on display at the 
Brooklyn Museum, which will 
install the piece as part of an 
exhibition showcasing politi-
cal propaganda on Feb. 17. The 
rogue artists behind the work 
say they’re thrilled people will 
finally be able to see it. 

“I’ve never had anything in 
any museum,” said Jeff Green-
span, who made headlines last 
year when he and partner An-
drew Tider commissioned and 
illicitly installed the Snowden 
statue. 

The 100-pound cranium 
will join other great works of 
social subversion at the muse-
um’s current “Agitprop” ex-
hibition.

Tider and Greenspan’s ef-
figy — the handiwork of famed 
west-coast sculptor Doyle 
Trankina — was a perfect fit 
for the exhibition because it was 
such a high-profile stunt in a 
public place, said a curator. 

“One of the criteria that 

Rogues gallery
Confi scated bust headed for Museum

This bust has served time in the slammer, and now it will serve time in a muse-
um. (Inset) The statue during its brief moment in the sun in Fort Greene Park.
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we were considering when 
we were looking at work to 
include was not only that it was 
political in nature, but it ex-
isted in some form outside of 
the gallery or museum,” said 
Stephanie Weissberg, one of 
the show’s four curators. 

Greenspan and Tider se-
cretly installed the bust —— 
officially titled “The Prison 
Ship Martyrs’ Monument 2.0” 
— beside its namesake statue 
in Fort Greene Park on April 
7 last year. They hoped that 

onlookers would draw a com-
parison between Snowden — 
who the government labelled 
a traitor after he leaked thou-
sands of documents containing 
state secrets — with Ameri-
can prisoners who suffered 
aboard British prison ships 
during the Battle of Brook-
lyn and were also considered 
traitors in their day.

But the piece only lasted un-
molested for a few hours before 
parks department workers ob-
scured it with a blue tarp. Au-
thorities soon showed up and 
hauled it off to the slammer 
—  well, a police storage fa-
cility  — then kept it behind 
bars for a month until  the art-
ists surrendered themselves  in 
exchange for its release.  

Ultimately, the pair had to 
pay a $50 fine for the stunt — 
a small price for the media at-
tention they received, not to 
mention the great care cops 
took with their art, Green-
span said.

“Looking back it’s great 
how it all transpired — the po-
lice removing it brought it to 
attention of people who might 
not have known about it, but 
they also kept it safe,” he said. 
“Due to the nature of the piece, 
there might be someone who 
wants to do it harm.”

CALL TO 
ADVERTISE: 

(718) 260–4500

Grand Opening of our Brooklyn Heights Office!

sportsmed.downstate.edu

Visit Us!
Brooklyn Heights185 Montague St.

4th Floor

Specializing In  
All Sports-Related Injuries

718-270-2045 OrthoConnext
Call Today, Appointment Tomorrow
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By Dennis Lynch
Brooklyn Paper

I
t’s a “World” gone wild!

A celebration of a famous 
Catholic monk erupts into a 

chair-hurling free-for-all in “The 
Glory of the World,” starting at the 
Brooklyn Academy of Music on Jan. 
16. The play starts and ends long 
stretches of contemplative silence, 
but its central section is a surreal 
trip that includes a 14-minute fight 
scene, says the show’s writer.

“It’s quiet in the beginning and 
end, so we thought the middle bet-
ter be crazy,” said Cobble Hill play-
wright Charles Mee. “There’s a big, 
incredible fantastic fight, there’s 

song, dance, [it is] just this wild, 
crazy thing.”

The play is set at a 100th birth-
day bash for the American monk 
Thomas Merton, who passed away 
in 1968. The 17 men at the party 
agree that Merton was a fantastic 
man, but each for different reasons, 

says the playwright.
“One man stands up and says ‘I 

would like to toast him for being 
such a great pacifist,’ and someone 
else says ‘Yeah he may have been 
a pacifist, but I’m a communist, 
I say he was a great communist,’ 
and so on,” said Mee. “As BAM 
put it, it comes together as a lay-
ered portrait of what it is to be a 
human being.”

Each speech, story, and punch 
thrown by the 17 celebrants adds 
to Mee’s portrait of Merton, a pro-
lific writer and erudite mystic. The 
monk’s 1948 autobiography “The 
Seven Storey Mountain” made him 
a religious celebrity and inspired 
scores of young men to seek life in 

the abbeys. He wrote more than 70 
other books, including poetry, biog-
raphies, and discussions of pacifism, 
Eastern religions, and spirituality. 
He traveled to meet the Dalai Lama 
and other Eastern spiritual leaders, 
and  Pope Francis gave Merton a nod 
of his mitre during his address to 
Congress last year . 

Mee wrote “The Glory of the 
World” for the Actors Theatre of Lou-
isville to perform for Merton’s 100th 
birthday in 2015. The cloistered cleric 
lived at the Abbey of Gethsemani out-
side Louisville for the last 27 years 
of his life and wrote his most famous 
works during his time there. 

The play would have stayed in 
Louisville, but a former monk-
turned-millionaire theater finan-
cier named Roy Cockrum caught 
the last performance and bankrolled 
the production’s move to Brooklyn. 
Cockrum won a $259 million Pow-
erball jackpot in 2014 and has been 
supporting theater productions with 
his winnings ever since. 

The play runs through Feb. 6, 
and will perform on Merton’s 101st 
birthday on Jan. 31.

By Dennis Lynch
Brooklyn Paper

S
chool is in!

A radically free art 
school will celebrate its 

move to Sunset Park’s Indus-
try City with a new exhibit 
and a free dance party on Jan. 
15. The queer arts collective 
House of Ladosha will christen 
the Bruce High Quality Foun-
dation University’s new space 
with “This is UR mind,” an ex-
hibition one member called an 
“experiential dive into the mind 
of Ladosha.”

“It’s a blow-up of the con-
sciousness as a group” said col-
lective member Neon Christina. 
“We’re going to be showing 
video art pieces we all worked 
together on, with some sculp-
tures, and portraits, all amount-
ing into one installation.”

The gender-bending group 
“puts self-expression via social 
media on the same level as more 
traditional mediums,” accord-
ing to its mission statement, and 
some of the show’s videos were 
taken from their online presence. 
The Bruce High Quality Foun-
dation approached the group 
because the collective, like the 
school, is “generative” and not 
“reactive,” according to outreach 
director Sean Carney.

“When they see a lack of rep-
resentation for their voices, they 
just create a world where those 
voices exist,” he said. “And it 
made sense for us to work with 
a group whose practices are so 
rooted in social media, partici-
pation in nightlife. Their art rep-
resents areas where artists of-
ten feel at home, but that aren’t 
necessarily part of the main-
stream yet.”

Members of the collective 
will play music alongside DJs at 
the opening’s after-party, start-
ing at 10 pm. 

The Bruce High Quality 
Foundation University, which 
starts its next semester of free, 
ten-week classes on Jan. 24, is 
open to anyone with an inter-
est in art.  

“It doesn’t matter if you have 
a background in visual arts, or 
writing, or anything really,” 
Carney said. “You can have 
people who have never had 
any formal arts education sit-
ting in class next to someone 
with a terminal degree.”

The Foundation has rented 
studio space in Industry City 
since 2012, running classes in two spaces 
in Manhattan. But with rent across the river 
“becoming a little preposterous,” according 
to Carney, the group refitted its Brooklyn 
space to host the art school and gallery.

The new classroom can accommodate 
roughly 1,000 students per semester. The 
move to Brooklyn will further the group’s 
mission to build an “other arts commu-
nity” apart from the traditional, Manhat-

tan-based scene, Carney said.
“We’re trying to build this arts commu-

nity that anyone can join,” he said, “It doesn’t 
feel like Chelsea — it’s a lot more open and 
inviting and more reflective of what New 

York actually looks like. We hope that a lot 
of the local artists get involved and that to 
the people in the community, that the ‘New 
York City art world’ is not parachuting down 
into their community.”

School dance
Brooklyn art academy opens with video show and party

High quality digs: (Pictured clockwise from top) Bruce High Quality Foundation University’s Andrea Arrubla and Sean Carney show off 
the school’s enormous Industry City gallery space, which opens to the public on Jan. 15. Eamon Monaghan from the Bruce High Quality 
Foundation University working on one of his own pieces at the school’s revamped space in Industry City. And House of Ladosha mem-
bers Dosha Devastation (left) and C---- Crawford will perform at the opening party for the Bruce High Quality Foundation University’s 
new headquarters in Sunset Park.
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A vow of violence!
Play about pacifi st monk gets punchy

Sex and violence: “The Glory of the 
World” promises dance numbers, a 
make-out session, and a 14-minute free-
for-all brawl. Something for everyone!
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A-maze-ing

This show may leave you feeling lost. 
A Park Slope dance company will send audi-

ences into a literal labyrinth in order to experi-
ence “Capture,” an hour-long interactive perfor-
mance about identity in the age of technology. 
The show’s twists and turns will encourage au-
dience to contemplate online and real-life con-
nections, says the show’s choreographer.

“It’s about the digital age, and our own un-
derstanding of our connections within the dig-
ital age,” said Taylor Donofrio, the founder of 
the Donofrio Dance Company. “And how our 
desire for acknowledgement and attention has 
created a disconnect within ourselves as well 
as our relationships.”

Audience members must navigate an eight-
foot-tall cardboard maze in order to see the danc-
ers, who will perform to a strange mixed score 
that includes Patsy Cline, opera, and some far-
out soundscapes. Sometimes the dancers will 
appear sometimes directly in front of onlook-
ers, but sometimes they will be viewed behind 
windows in separate rooms. 

The winding nature of the labyrinth and the 
relative isolation of the dancers from the spec-
tators is a comment on the difficulty of form-
ing and understanding persona at a time when 
people live online and craft their images on so-
cial media, said Donofrio — and the audience 
gets to explore that disconnect themselves, in 
a hands-on way. 

“The audience is as big a part of it as the 
dancers are,” she said.

The hour-long experience — which Donof-
rio developed from an initial 10-minute per-
formance over the past year and a half — will 
premiere on Jan. 22 at Fort Greene’s Feature-
Length Independent Choreography Fest at the 
Irondale, a six-day festival that showcases two 
feature-length dance projects plus a cabaret per-
formance every night.

“Capture” at FLICfest 2016 at Irondale [85 S. 
Oxford St. at Lafayette Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(718) 788–0607, www.irondale.org]. Jan. 22 and 
Jan. 28 at 7:30 pm. $25 ($20 students).

 — Allegra Hobbs
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House of Ladosha at 
Bruce High Quality 
Foundation University 
(33 34th St., 6th fl oor, be-
tween Second and Third 
avenues in Sunset Park, 
www.bhqfu.org). Jan. 15 
at 8 pm. Show available 
by appointment until 
Feb. 28. Free.

PA R T Y

“The Glory of the World” at 
BAM’s Harvey Theater (651 
Fulton St. between Ashland and 
Rockwell places in Fort Greene, 
(718) 636–4100, www.bam.org). 
Jan. 16–Feb. 6, Tue–Sat at 7:30 
pm; Sun at 3 pm. $28–$75.
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Full Nightcap

Be their guest!
A group of hotel and restaurant professionals 

are launching a smorgasborg night of entertain-
ment inside a Greenpoint kombucha factory start-
ing this weekend. “Nightcap Riot” aims to dazzle 
visitors with music, theater, drinks, and variety 
acts, creating the ultimate date night in one lo-
cation, according to one of its producers.

“Instead of going from place to place, it’s a full 
evening,” said Alex Gruhin, who comes to the 
entertainment world from the hotel industry.

Each evening will starts with a short perfor-
mance from a comedian or magician, followed 
by a tutorial on making cocktails with kombu-
cha, a short play, a tea service, and a musical act. 
The musical acts and individual performers will 
vary during the event’s month-long run. 

“Beyond the mixology and theater component, 
everything is only going for one night, which is 
kind of scary and fun,” said Gruhin.

The play, “Destiny and the Little Man,” is a 
brand-new adaptation of George Bernard Shaw’s 
“The Man of Destiny,” about a battle of wits be-
tween a young Napoleon Bonaparte and a mys-
terious woman who may be a Viennese spy. But 
the acrtress who plays the Mysterious Woman 
says that even those familiar with the witty com-
edy may be surprised by the streamlined version 
from Brooklyn playwright Jim Knable. 

“The end of the play turns political in the 
Shaw version, which is quite frankly very bor-
ing, and he’s made it his own,” said Ariel Reid, 
who is also a producer of the event. “And we 
go out with a bang.”

Audiences will carry their drinks into a space 
transformed into an Italian tavern, and sit be-
side characters in the play.   

“It will be performed amongst and amidst the 
audience, but in a non-intrusive way — we’re not 
going to pull them onstage,” said Bruce Levitt, 
the play’s director. 

The night will also include some snacks to 
soak up the booze, but not a full meal, said Reid, 
adding, “It’s not dinner theater.”

The night’s final portion will be a music con-
cert, with acts during the run that will include 
Broadway performers, acoustic singer-song-
writers, and funk bands. The opening week-
end will feature rhythm and blues performer 
Jeremy Tromburg, of the Chicago act JC Brooks 
and the Uptown Sound.  

Gruhin says that the group’s background in 
hotels and restaurant service will help them to 
juggle all of the night’s moving parts.

“We have hospitality people involved who 
have knowledge of how to orchestrate table ser-
vice and how to orchestrate events,” said Gruhin. 
“It’s really about creating pillars of an evening 
and making sure everything has transitions and 
everything will flow.”  

Nightcap Riot at Magick City (37 Box St. 
between Manhattan Avenue and McGuinness 
Boulevard in Greenpoint, www.nightcapriot.
com). Shows Thu–Sat, Jan. 15–Feb. 14, with 
some Sunday shows. 8 pm. $50. — Bill Roundy
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
January 15

Planet Earth 
is blue
The passing of inter-
galactic space oddity 
David Bowie has left 
us feeling low. Mope 
music mavens Feeling 
Gloomy know that 
misery loves com-
pany, so tonight they 
host Emergency 
Bowie Farewell, a 
night of cathartic 
downbeat tunes from 
the Starman and 
compatriots like Iggy 
Pop and Lou Reed. 
Dress to depress.

10 pm at Littlefield (622 
Degraw St. between Third 
and Fourth avenues in 
Gowanus, www.little-
fieldnyc.com). $6.

SATURDAY
January 16

Golden 
years
Put on your red shoes 
and dance the blues 
away at the Zlatne 
Uste Golden Festival, 
a raucous celebration 
of the music of the 
Balkans. Bands like 
Black Masala, Raya 
Brass Band, Slavic 
Soul Party, and many, 
many others will take 
over four rooms of the 
Grand Prospect Hall, 
making all your Balkan 
dreams come true.

6 pm–2 am at Grand 
Prospect Hall [263 
Prospect Ave. between 
Fifth and Sixth avenues in 
Park Slope, (718) 788–
0777, www.goldenfest.
org]. $55.

SUNDAY
January 17

Soup-er 
dining
Baby, it’s cold out-
side, but you can heat 
up your insides with a 
visit to the Brooklyn 
Soup Takedown, 
where local chefs will 
compete to present 
the best bisque, stew, 
or chowder. For $20 
you can sample every 
variety of liquid good-
ness, and cast your 
vote for most super 
soup. 

Noon at Royal Palms 
Shuffleboard Club [514 
Union St. between Third 
Avenue and Nevins Street 
in Gowanus, (347) 223–
4410, www.royal-
palmsshuffle.com]. $20.

MONDAY
January 18

Not just 
a day off
Borough President 
Adams hosts the 
30th Annual Brooklyn 
Tribute to Martin 
Luther King, Jr. The 
tribute to the civil 
rights leader will 
include a keynote 
speech from author 
Michael Eric Dyson 
and performances 
from the Brooklyn 
Interdenominational 
Choir and singer Kim-
berly Nichole. 

10:30 am at BAM Howard 
Gilman Opera House (30 
Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. 
Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, www.bam.org). 
Free.

THURSDAY
January 21

Reading 
un-writing
Comedians Colin 
O’Brien and Michael 
Wolf (pictured) host 
“A Night of Selected 
Works from the Great-
est American Novels 
Never Written,” where 
funny folks in charac-
ter (and sometimes in 
wigs) read from previ-
ously-unknown books 
by famous authors. 
With Josh Gondel-
man, Nate Fernald, 
Alex French, Mo Fry 
Pasic, and more. 

7:30 pm at the Union Hall 
[702 Union St. between 
Fifth and Sixth avenues in 
Park Slope, (718) 638–
4400, unionhallny.com].
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FRI, JAN. 15
DANCE, “ARENA”: Choreographer 

Walter Dundervill and his dancers 
utilize costumes, fabrics, and various 
everyday materials to build an inte-
rior landscape in a continual state 
of fl ux. The audience is encouraged 
to come and go as they please. $15. 
6–9 pm. Jack (505 Waverly Ave. be-
tween Fulton Street and Atlantic Av-
enue in Clinton Hill), www.jackny.org. 

MUSIC, 31ST ANNUAL GOLDEN 
FESTIVAL: More than 60 bands play 
Balkan music during this two-day 
festival. Tickets are $35 for Friday, 
$55 for Saturday, or $80 for both 
days. $35–$80. 7 pm. The Grand 
Prospect Hall [263 Prospect Ave. 
between Fifth and Sixth avenues in 
Park Slope, (646) 844–4653], www.
goldenfest.org. 

FAMILY, “LEGEND HAS IT”: A chil-
dren’s play set in a mystical realm 
of goblins, wizards, swords, and 
magic. The story’s hero is pulled 
from the audience and their deci-
sions decide the trajectory of the 
entire show. $18. 7 pm. BAM Kids [30 
Lafayette Ave. at Ashland Place in 
Fort Greene, (718) 636–4129], www.
bam.org. 

THEATER, PLAYS OF DOMESTIC-
ITY: An evening of 10-minute plays 
on domestic themes, performed 
throughout the theater. $15 sug-
gested donation. 8 pm. Glasshouse 
(246 Union Ave. between Scholes 
and Meserole streets in Williams-
burg), www.glasshouseproject.org. 

THEATER, “LONGYARN”: A folktale 
about a woman raised by cows who 
becomes a riverboat pirate, a profes-
sional wrestler, and a crack addict. 
$18. 8 pm. Bushwick Starr (207 Starr 
St. between Irving and Wykoff av-
enues in Bushwick), www.thebush-
wickstarr.org. 

MUSIC, ONAJE ALLAN GUMBS’ 
TRIO PLUS: Now in its 16th season, 
BAMcafé Live performance series 
presents free music from a variety 
of genres. Free. 9 pm. BAM Cafe 
(30 Lafayette Ave. between Ashland 
Place and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org/programs/
bamcafe-live. 

SAT, JAN. 16
READING, “THE BUTT BOOK”: 

Children’s book author Artie Ben-
nett, creator of “The Butt Book,” 
“Poopendous!,” and “Belches, 
Burps, and Farts —Oh My!” reads 
from his butt-centric books. Free. 
10:30 am. Edamama [568 Union 
Ave. between Frost and Richard-
son streets in Williamsburg, (718) 
388–3663], edamama.com. 

TALK, “ACTIVATING YOUR ACTIVISM 
— COLLAGE CRITIQUE”: Artist and 
archivist Kameelah Janan Rasheed 
guides people in using found images 
and text to create a collage that 
imagines a better future. Presented 
in conjunction with the Agitprop! 
exhibition. $16 (includes museum 
admission). 2 pm. Brooklyn Museum 
[200 Eastern Pkwy. at Washington 
Avenue in Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000], www.brooklynmuseum.
org. 

“LEGEND HAS IT”: 2 pm and 7 pm. 
See Friday, Jan. 15. 

READING, “ELSE JOURNAL”: The 
Transart MFA program presents a 
collection of international art, lit-
erature, theory and creative media. 
Free. 6 pm. PowerHouse Arena [37 
Main St. at Water Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 666–3049], www.powerhouse-
arena.com. 

FILM, “THE EXORCIST”: A screening 
of the director’s cut. Includes food. 
$20. 8 pm. Bay Ridge Jewish Center 
[8025 Fourth Ave. between 80th 
and 81st streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 
836–3103], www.brjc.org. 

SUN, JAN. 17
THEATER, “LA LUZ”: A modern take 

on the story of the Three Kings, this 
play will take families on a journey 
to a mythical place where divided 
people come together through 

See 9 DAYS on page 10

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

FRI, JAN 15
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS. 

PORTLAND TRAIL BLAZERS: 
$20–$3,000. 7:30 pm.

SAT, JAN 16
SPORTS, DEONTAY WILDER VS. 

ARTUR SZPILKA: $29–$450. 
6 pm.

SUN, JAN 17
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

VS. VANCOUVER CANUCKS: 
$70–$1,750. 4 pm.

WED, JAN 18
SPORTS, OPEN SKATE: Bring your 

own skates for a spin on the ice! 
$5. 9 am and 11 am.

WED, JAN 20
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS. 

CLEVELAND CAVALIERS: $69–
$4,000. 7:30 pm.

THU, JAN 21
MUSIC, KYGO: With Mo and Con-

rad Swell. $35–$85. 8 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to introduce 
Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-
in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and the New York Daily News’ 
Gersh Kuntzman every Monday at 4 pm for an hour 
of talk on topics Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-out 
segments, can be listened to live or played anytime 
at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH MONDAY AT 4PM AT  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

FOLLOW US ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper

SHOP
AT HOME

Serving the Five Boroughs and  
New Jersey over 70 years! 

FREE DELIVERY IN THE TRISTATE AREA AND PENNSYLVANIA

Call or email your make
and model for the
BEST PRICES!

 Harry is 
 still wild 

 after 
 70 years!

 AIR CONDITIONER 
 SPECIALIST

 718-496-2272
 732-616-2822
 718-236-5150 HarrysDiscount@yahoo.com

 FREE
 HOME DELIVERY

 BUILDERS  BUILDERS  BUILDERS 
 WELCOMED WELCOMED WELCOMED
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Welcome to Brooklandia: Keep your eyes open! The hipsters 
on the Portland Trail Blazers team might try to blend into the 
Brooklyn scene after their inevitable defeat by the Nets on 
Jan. 15 at Barclays Center.

COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER
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By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

S
he has been hunting 
“Moby-Dish.”

A Park Slope foodie 
will host a literary supper fea-
turing dishes inspired by Her-
man Melville’s classic 
novel “Moby-Dick” at 
a Carroll Gardens gal-
lery on Jan. 22. But 
the night’s adventur-
ous eaters should not 
expect any whale meat 
to grace their plates 
during the whaling-
inspired feast, says 
the organizer.

“There’s a pretty 
descriptive passage 
about eating whale meat in 
the book, but I wasn’t about 
to go there,” said Mackensie 
Griffin. “I didn’t even look 
into it.”

Griffin has created two 
other literary dinners with 
her  Table of Contents  Supper 
Club, including one with food 
inspired by Ernest Heming-
way’s “The Sun Also Rises.” 
She was shopping for the club’s 
next classic when a friend men-
tioned Melville’s delectable de-
scription of clam chowder in 
“Moby-Dick,” she said.

“It’s a very detailed, mouth-
watering description,” said 
Griffin.

After reading Melville’s 
opus, the self-described 
foodie cobbled together a 
menu featuring squid with 
balsamic syrup, broiling fowl 
and dumplings, and beefsteak 
served rare, just like Ishma-
el’s pal Queequeg likes it, ac-
cording to Griffin.

“He prefers them rare for 
breakfast,” said Griffin.

For those who have not read 
“Moby-Dick,” or who need a 
refresher on Melville’s noto-
riously dense classic, Griffin 
will provide place mats featur-
ing passages from the novel that served 
as inspiration for the dishes.

The literary inspiration does not 
stop with the food — the Moby-Dick 
Dinner will also feature some period-

inspired drinks, including a molasses 
and gin cocktail briefly mentioned in 
the book as a health remedy. 

“I always try to do at least one cock-
tail,” said Griffin. “The cocktail I made 

up was based on a brief reference to 
one of the characters drinking molasses 
mixed with gin, which apparently used 
to be a health remedy back in the 1800s, 
which they thought cured colds.”

Call it Ish-meal
This dinner is inspired by the whale tale

Chowing down: Foodie Mackenzie Griffin shows off the clam chowder she’ll be 
serving for a literary supper featuring meals inspired by Herman Melville’s classic 
“Moby-Dick.”

P
ho

to
 b

y 
Jo

rd
an

 R
at

hk
o

p
f

“Moby-Dick Dinner” 
at Court Street Col-
lective [371 Court St. 
between Carroll Street 
and First Place in Car-
roll Gardens, (718) 
422–7806, www.court-
tree.com]. Jan. 22 at 
7:30 pm. $60.

D I N I N G
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an understanding of their 
shared histories and collec-
tive power to bring peace 
and “light” into their world. 
Free. 1 pm and 5 pm. El 
Puente [850 Grand St. at 
Bushwick Avenue in Bush-
wick, (718) 387–0404], www.
elpuente.us. 

MUSIC, XIXA, BUYEPONGO: 
Union Hall presents a taste 
of Colombia’s folkloric 
music, Cumbia. $10. 7 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

DANCE, “DISCLOSURES”: 
Dancers share their stories, 
fears, and confi dences as 
they strip away their clothes, 
erasing barriers of vulner-
ability and privacy. $15. 8 
pm. Jack (505 Waverly Ave. 
between Fulton Street and 
Atlantic Avenue in Clinton 
Hill), www.jackny.org. 

NEW YORK RIVETERS VS. 
BUFFALO BEAUTS: The 
women’s hockey team 
plays a home game. $18. 
7 pm. Aviator Sports and 
Events Center [3159 Flat-
bush Ave. in Floyd Bennett 
Field in Marine Park, (718) 
758–7500]. 

WASABASSCO’S PAJAMA 
PARTY: The burlesque 
troupe presents a sexy 
slumber party. $20 ($35 
VIP). 8 pm. Bell House [149 
Seventh St. at Third Avenue 
in Gowanus, (718) 643–

6510], www.thebellhouseny.
com. 

MON, JAN. 18
DANCE, JOSHUA BEAMISH 

MOVE THE COMPANY: 
The dance company 
performs as part of the 
Excognito Dance Festival. 
$30. 9:30 am. Actor’s Fund 
Center (160 Schermerhorn 
St. between Smith and Hoyt 
streets in Downtown), www.
excognitodance.com. 

FREEDOM SONGS AND STO-
RIES: Tammy Hall shares 
diverse tales from around 
the world to celebrate 
Martin Luther King Jr., $3. 
2 pm and 3 pm. Lefferts 
Historic Homestead [452 
Flatbush Ave. between Em-
pire Boulevard and Eastern 
Parkway in Park Slope, (718) 
789–2822], www.prospect-
park.org. 

COMEDY, “NIGHT TRAIN 
WITH WYATT CENAC”: 
Hosted by Brooklyn-based 
comedian Wyatt Cenac, 
“Night Train” is a weekly 
show that features comedy 
from the best local and in-
ternational stand up come-
dians. $5. 8 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

TUES, JAN. 19
SENIOR SALSA: Free salsa 

classes for seniors. Free. 
10:30 am. Park Slope Senior 
Center [463A Seventh St. 
at Seventh Avenue in Park 

Slope, (718) 832–3726].
TALK, “A PLACE AT THE 

TABLE”: Director Lori Silver-
bush talks about her award-
winning documentary, 
which exposes the realities 
of hunger in the United 
States through the stories 
of three families. Free. 6:30 
pm. Brooklyn Historical So-
ciety [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

WED, JAN. 20
TALK, A CONVERSATION 

WITH PAT LAFONTAINE: 
Join the conversation with 
Pat LaFontaine, a legend-
ary American hockey player 
who has left a lasting impact 
on the sport and the state. 
$10 ($5 members). 6:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Historical Soci-
ety [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 

www.brooklynhistory.org. 
TALK, MEN OF TEAL MEET-

UP: Husbands, brothers, 
and sons meet to discuss 
how ovarian cancer has af-
fected their lives. Free. 6:30 
pm. Teal. (533 16th St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope), 
www.tealwalk.org. 

TRANSIT TRIVIA: Five rounds 
of questions will include 
obscure transit facts and 
subterranean pop culture 
in a variety of formats. $15 

($10 for members). 6:30–
8:30 pm. New York Transit 
Museum [Boerum Place 
at Schermerhorn Street in 
Downtown, (718) 694–1600], 
www.mta.info/mta/mu-
seum. 

THURS, JAN. 21
MUSIC, “UNDER THE TAN-

GLE”: An original dance-
play about an adolescent 
girl who becomes ensnarled 
in a labyrinth after the sud-
den loss of her parents. As 
a metaphor for adoles-
cence, this visual and artistic 
adventure is a journey of 
obstacles, relationships, and 
discoveries, strengthen-
ing the heroine’s character, 
and setting her free. $35 
($20 in advance). 11 am. 
BAM Fisher (321 Ashland Pl. 
between Hansen Place and 
Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org/
visit/buildings/bam-fi sher. 

ART, THURSDAY NIGHTS 
AT THE BROOKLYN MU-
SEUM: Free admission to 
the museum’s many exhibits 
and galleries every Thurs-
day evening, sponsored by 
Squarespace. Free. 6–10 
pm. Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

READING, SCOTT BARRY 
KAUFMAN AND CARO-
LYN GREGOIRE: Come 
learn about “Wired to Cre-
ate,” an empowering mani-
festo for creative people by 
Scott Barry Kaufman and 
Carolyn Gregoire. Free. 7 

pm. PowerHouse Arena [37 
Main St. at Water Street in 
Dumbo, (718) 666–3049], 
www.powerhousearena.
com. 

DANCE, FLIC FEST: Each night 
of this dance festival fea-
tures two full-length dance 
performances from differ-
ent companies, followed 
by a short performance 
cabaret. $25 ($20 students). 
7 pm. Irondale Center [85 
S. Oxford St. at Lafayette 
Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(718) 488–9233], www.iron-
dale.org. 

FILM, BROOKLYN ISRAEL 
FILM FESTIVAL OPENING 
NIGHT: Following an open-
ing reception, the festival 
screens “A Borrowed Iden-
tity,” about a a gifted Arab 
teenager struggling to fi t 
into Israeli society. $18. 8 
pm. Kane Street Early Child-
hood and Family Life Center 
[236 Kane Street Brooklyn, 
NY 11231, 718–875-1550]. 

FRI, JAN. 22
MUSIC, COLLABORATIVE 

DUETS WITH GELSEY 
BELL: Bell performs with 
her sister, choreographer 
and dancer Biba Bell, and 
with John King. $25 ($20 in 
advance). 8 pm. Roulette 
[509 Atlantic Ave. at Third 
Avenue in Boerum Hill, (917) 
267–0363], www.roulette.
org. 

COMEDY, GARBAGE FARTS: 
The comedy group Gar-
bage Farts premieres six 
new comedy videos, along 
with performances from 
local comedians. Free. 9:30 

pm. Videology [308 Bedford 
Ave. at S. First Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 782–3468], 
www.videology.info. 

MUSIC, MARIAMI: Free. 10 
pm. BAM Cafe (30 Lafayette 
Ave. between Ashland Place 
and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org/
programs/bamcafe-live. 

SAT, JAN. 23
MUSIC, THE AMERICANS: 

$10. 8 pm. Union Pool [484 
Union Ave. at Meeker Av-
enue in Williamsburg, (718) 
609–0484], www.union-
pool.com. 

MUSIC, “ACCIDENTS WILL 
HAPPEN”: A tribute to 
Elvis Costello. Free. 8 pm–
midnight. Freddy’s Bar [627 
Fifth Ave. between 17th and 
18th streets in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 768–0131], 
www.freddysbar.com. 

MUSIC, DINA REGINE: Free. 9 
pm. BAM Cafe (30 Lafayette 
Ave. between Ashland Place 
and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org/
programs/bamcafe-live. 

CARDBOARD ROBOT BAT-
TLE: Robots clash in this 
evening of cardboard car-
nage! Nine card-bots slug 
it out in four matches, with 
shows between each bout, 
ring girls, drink specials with 
a sci-fi  twist, and celebrity 
hosts. $18. 8 pm. Standard 
Toykraft [722 Metropolitan 
Ave. between Manhattan 
and Graham avenues in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 388–3163], 
www.standardtoykraft.org.  

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 8

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

T
his local art scene is a hotspot!

A Sunset Park gallery is putting a 
spotlight on the work of local artists 

in “Ars Nova,” an exhibit of focused on 
fresh, forward-thinking art. The curator 
of the show, whose title simply means 
“New Art,” says that a bright new per-
spective is representative of the area’s 
flourishing creative community. 

“We’re a little bit out of the way but not 
anymore,” said Audrey Anastasi, also the 
director of the Tabla Rasa Gallery. “People 
are kind of discovering Sunset Park. The 
art community here is vibrant.”

To recruit artists for the show, Anastasi 
headed to the Brooklyn Army Terminal, 
where the group Chashama provides af-

fordable studio space for artists. She and 
her husband Joseph, with whom she owns 
the gallery, were struck by the work of Pros-
pect Lefferts Garden painter Kenneth E. 
Parris III, known for his series of paint-
ings of dancers. However, the gallery will 
display futuristic paintings from Parris’s 
most recent body of work, part of a series 
titled “How we make it and survive while 

trying, struggling for an extraordinary and 
peaceful life,” which explores the conflict 
between ideals and reality.

Parris will discuss his paintings 
during an afternoon talk at the gallery 
on Jan. 23, including details about his 
dancer series, which he worked on for 
five years. To create those images, Par-
ris toured with the Merce Cunningham 
Dance Company for two years, paint-
ing them from a backstage perspective. 
He says that dancers are the ideals sub-
jects for his work. 

“Dancers are the perfect models not 
just because of the musculature, but be-
cause they have such an understanding 
of their bodies,” he said.  

His body of work captures private mo-
ments, celebratory dinners, and parties — 
moments that often go ignored, he said.

“I wanted to tell this story because 
it’s a story that people don’t necessarily 
think about when they see these beauti-
ful dancers on stage,” said Parris. 

“Ars Nova” also showcases work from 
10 other artists, and includes digital im-

ages given form with a three-dimensional 
printer, paintings focused on urbaniza-
tion and migration, and a video project 
which displays more than 2,400 store-
fronts throughout New York. 

But Anastasi says that visitors to 

the gallery, which has been a Sunset 
Park staple for ten-and-a-half years, 
can be assured that the work will seize 
their attention. 

“We only show work that grabs us,” said 
Anastasi. “We love all of this work.” 

Sunset goes Nova
‘New Art’ shows scene is blowing up

A tough pick: Gallery owners Audrey Frank Anastasi and her husband Joseph selected 11 artists for their 
new forward-thinking show “Ars Nova.”
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World of war-craft: The Cardboard Robot Battle at Standard Toykraft on Jan. 23 
will feature a bunch of human-powered boxes boxing each other.
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“Ars Nova” at Tabla Rasa Gallery 
[224 48th St. between Second and 
Third avenues in Sunset Park, (718) 
833–9100, www.tablarasagallery.
com]. Opening Jan. 14 at 6 pm. On 
display until Feb. 20, Thu–Sat, 1–5 
pm. Kenneth E. Parris III talk on Jan. 
23 at 2:30 pm. Free.

A R T

Great rates like ours are always in season.

* New money only. APY effective December 14, 2015. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature 
withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice.

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark 

At Flushing Bank, we’re small enough to know you and large enough to provide  
you with the great rates you’re looking for. Hurry, an offer like this can’t last forever. 

For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your local 
Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

60-Month CD

2..25%
APY*

$5,000 minimum deposit

24-Month CD

1.30%
APY*

$5,000 minimum deposit
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BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT SERVICES

Free bereavement support services for adults who have had a loss
(Loved one is not required to have had hospice care)

Contact our Bereavement Department at 347.226.4823

By Allegra Hobbs
Brooklyn Paper

Prepare for commuter L.
The Metropolitan Transit 

Authority may halt all L train 
service between Brooklyn and 
Manhattan for up to three 
years to expedite repairs on 
damage to the tunnel caused 
by Hurricane Sandy, as  first 
reported by Gothamist . 

The Canarsie Tube, which 
carries the hipster express un-
der the East River, needs some 
serious repairs after being rav-
aged by seven million gallons 
of salt water back in 2012, 

claimed an agency spokes-
man — and the need is so 
dire the authority may get it 
all over with in a years-long 
construction binge rather than 
spread it out over weekend 
closures.

“We are weighing all of our 
options,” said Kevin Ortiz.

A long-term closure would 
be a massive pain in the butt 
for the hundreds of thousands 
of commuters who depend on 
the line to get around, but the 
all-in approach may be the 
most efficient and cost-ef-
fective way to carry out the 

much-needed repairs, accord-
ing to a former transit author-
ity employee.

“The more you stretch it 
out, the more disruptive it is,” 
said transit buff Joe Raskin, 
who penned a book on sub-
way history during his ten-
ure at the agency. “No mat-
ter what you do, work has to 
be done — the thing to do is 
to get it over and done with 
as quickly as possible.”

The transit authority was 
unable to explain how it would 
manage the L train’s enor-
mous ridership during the 

on Earth!
MTA: Service between Brooklyn 
& Manhattan could shut for years

L

This baby could be out of action between Brooklyn and Manhattan for up to 
three years.
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closure, or whether shuttle 
buses would be provided. 
The authority also could not 

say when it will decide on a 
conclusive repair plan.

If the city decides to go 

through with the years-long 
closure, straphangers who live 
off the heavily peopled line 

may have to find new ways 
to make their commutes into 
Manhattan. One rider, who 
has befriended the local peo-
ples on the distant isle, says 
she will probably end up hav-
ing to pay for an Uber to see 
her pals.

“The L train is kind of 
my only option to get into 
downtown’s East Village, 
which is where most of my 
friends live,” said Williams-
burg resident Aisha Stordeur. 
“It will definitely be interest-
ing as far as my Uber bill is 
concerned.”

Local businesses along the 
route  already endured week-
end closures for repairs last 
year , losing big tourist bucks 
in the process. At the time, 
many businesses offered 
discounts to entice visitors 
to find alternative routes 
to reach their registers, and 
one long-time shopkeep says 
she will probably use simi-
lar emergency measures this 
time around.

“When the power goes 
out, what do you do?” said 
Henry Rosenblum, who co-
owns Frost Street culinary 
shop the Brooklyn Kitchen 
with his wife Taylor Erkki-
nen. “These are the things you 
face as a business owner — 
we just need to be more cre-
ative.”

But it is not all bad news — 
R train commuters who were 
cut off from Manhattan for 
13 months during similar re-
pairs on the Montague Tube 
reported that the service  was 
more punctual  when the train 
ran as a Brooklyn local.

The agency is also seeking 
$300 million from the fed-
eral government to increase 
capacity and fix up stations 
on L line, which has become 
increasingly over-crowded as 
neighborhoods along the track 
have boomed. It  said in late 
2014  that it planned to coor-
dinate the upgrades with the 
tunnel repairs.

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Brooklyn’s cottage tech 
industry is at an all time 
high!

A Cobble Hill company 
that makes a portable vapor-
izer beloved by stoners is fi-
nally able to market its gadget 
as a high-end pot-smoking de-
vice, after the state’s medical 
marijuana program launched 
last week.

“Before today, if you were 
to buy our product with the 
intention to consume canna-
bis, you would be buying par-
aphernalia, and you can’t do 
that legally,” said Roger Vol-
odarsky, a Coney Island na-
tive and chief executive offi-
cer at Puffco. “Finally, that is 
an option now. You can walk 
into a dispensary and speak 
openly about what you plan 
to use it for.”

Volodarsky and his team 
at Puffco have enjoyed criti-
cal and popular acclaim ever 
since the summer of 2015, 
when both marijuana-enthu-
siast magazine High Times and 
attendees of the 2015 Canna-

Hitting the jack-pot
Vaporizer co. ready to cash in on medical marijuana

Essentially, sellers who 
spoke with customers about 
using Puffco products to vape 
grass could open their business 
to a world of legal trouble, ac-
cording to an attorney.

“They would have to say 
‘marijuana is an illegal sub-
stance, and we sell this for the 
use of smoking tobacco,’ ” said 
criminal defense lawyer Adam 
Perlnutter. “It’s much differ-
ent now.”

Now registered medical 
Mary Jane patients can have 
frank discussions with vapor-
izer vendors, and will no lon-
ger have to rely on innuendo 
to learn about the product and 
its competitors, according to 
Puffco’s creative director.

“It allows for the b------- 
to be dropped,” said Eduardo 
Whittington. “Now we can 
have a conversation.”

LEAVES OF 
GRASS

Puffco chief executive officer Roger Volodarsky, center, along with sales man-
ager Chelsea Kossower, left, and creative director Eduardo Whittington show 
off the Puffco Pro, which can now be sold to registered medical marijuana pa-
tients in New York.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
Lo

ui
se

 W
at

er
id

g
e

bis Cup  named  their flagship 
product, the Puffco Pro, the 
best portable pot vaporizer 
pen of the year.

The Puffco Pro is already 

sold openly in states with 
friendlier pot laws — espe-
cially Oregon and Colorado, 
where weed is legal. But in 
New York, where no lawful 

means of imbibing the herb ex-
isted until now, the Brooklyn-
designed vape pen could only 
be sold for use with tobacco 
and aromatic extracts.

By David Russell
for Brooklyn Paper

The Nets sacked head 
coach Lionel Hollins and 
reassigned general man-
ager Billy King this week-
end over the team’s poor 
performance.

Owner Mikhail Prok-
horov, who  recently took 
full control of the team and 
home court Barclays Cen-
ter , said he wants to grow 
the National Basketball As-
sociation bottom feeder 
back into a championship 
contender, but the ousted 
leaders were making the 
team look bad amid height-
ened media scrutiny.

“We are playing in the 
best market in the world,” 
Prokhorov said. “And of 
course it is a market that 
makes great pressure, a lot 
of attention, a very active 
press. That is why we need 
players and a coach who 
can resist this pressure — 
who can survive.”

Hollins, whose record 

was just 48–71 in a sea-
son and a half, joins a slew 
of coaches who apparently 
could not survive. It would 
seem the coach’s office in 
Barclays Center was built 
with a revolving door — 
Avery Johnson, P.J. Car-
lesimo, Jason Kidd, and 
Hollins have all led the 
team since it moved here 
in 2012. Kidd was the only 
one not to be fired. Tony 
Brown will be the interim 
coach.

King was in his sixth 
season as general manager. 
Brooklyn made the play-
offs each of the last three 
seasons but only reached 
the second round once.

The announcement 
came just hours before the 
San Antonio Spurs crushed 
the Nets 106–79 on Mon-
day night. Brooklyn (10–
28) has the third-worst re-
cord in the league.

The Nets have $40 mil-
lion to spend on free agents 
this summer, but getting 

Dosvadonya!
Prokhorov sacks Nets 
coach, general manager

Brooklyn Nets owner 
Mikhail Prokhorov an-
nounced Monday he’s 
firing the team’s head 
coach and reassigning 
its general manager.
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back to the playoffs any time 
soon seems a long-shot. The 
team has no first-round picks 
in the 2016 and 2018 drafts, 
and its single, 2017 first-
round pick may become the 
Celtics’ property thanks to 
the deal that brought Kevin 
Garnett, Paul Pierce, and Ja-
son Terry to Brooklyn. 

But Prokhorov paints a 
rosier picture.

“I’m sure next season 
we will be — I hope — a 
championship contender,” 
he said.
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Integrative Harmony

lyn in Sept. 2014, leveling an 
exhaustive list of charges, in-
cluding drug trafficking and 
murder, against the diminu-
tive drug lord.

And officials are already 
predicting that Lynch, who 
has the final say over which 
court will decide El Chapo’s 
fate, will send the narcotics 
bigwig back to Brooklyn to 
be charged under the indict-
ment she signed, according to  
a New York Times report . 

If he does come to Kings 
County, El Chapo — whose 
nickname means “Shorty” — 
will likely be on trial at the 
borough’s futuristic court-
house on Cadman Plaza 
East. 

And chances are good he 
will spend his time outside of 
court at the Metropolitan De-
tention Center on 29th Street 
between Second and Third 
avenues — an administrative 
detention facility capable of 

Continued from page 1

CHAPO...
housing nearly 3,000 inmates 
of all security levels.

Authorities collared Guz-
man on Jan. 8 following his 

escape from a maximum se-
curity prison in Mexico in 
July via a nearly mile-long 
tunnel beneath the facility.

The recent escape — El 
Chapo’s second since his 
first arrest in 1993 — has 
led to increased pressure for 

Guzman’s extradition to the 
United States.

El Chapo, of course, 
should not be confused with 
 Rich “El Guapo” Garcia , a 
rotund reliever for the Bos-
ton Red Sox in the late ’90s 
and early oughts.

By Allegra Hobbs
Brooklyn Paper

He banned kids, but he 
won’t nix the new kids on 
the block.

A bar-owner famous for 
banning children from one of 
his watering holes declined a 
Bedford-Stuyvesant resident’s 
suggestion that his new neigh-
borhood tavern offer prefer-
ential treatment to longtime 
locals over hipster newcom-
ers during a community board 
meeting on Monday.

“That’s kind of pushing it,” 
said Frank Moe, who runs the 
 notoriously child-free Clinton 
Hill bar Hot Bird  and plans to 
open another tavern at Marcus 
Garvey Boulevard and Han-
cock Street. “I feel like my 
place is to treat everybody 
the same.”

A majority of Community 
Board 3 members approved 
Moe’s new drinking estab-
lishment, voting 16–11 in fa-

vor with one abstention and 
one recusal, despite the lo-
cal’s concerns that it will be 
one of a new breed of bars 
that he said are more welcom-
ing to interlopers than exist-
ing residents.

“I go to a lot of these es-
tablishments and I know it’s 
all the new people, the hip-
sters that just moved in,” said 
Ryan Joseph. “They get a lit-
tle better treatment and I don’t 
want that to happen.”

Joseph isn’t the only res-
ident worried the new bar 
won’t fit into its surround-
ings — others are troubled by 
the thought of a business ded-
icated solely to boozing set-
ting up shop on a residential 
block. Moe said there won’t 
be any disc jockeys or live 
music, but the bar will stay 
open until 2 am, and some 
members worried the late-
night merriment could keep 
neighbors awake.

Bar none
Bed-Stuy residents worry 
tavern will bring hipsters

The new bar is also a block 
away from both the Glorious 
Church of God and a historic 
armory operating as a home-
less shelter — placing the proj-
ect in the midst of religious 
services and the comings and 
goings of the transient pop-
ulation. Citizens questioned 
the wisdom of placing a bar 
so close to the refuge, and ar-
gued shelter dwellers might 
clash with the clientele. 

But Moe pledged a low-key 
atmosphere where neighbors 
will be welcome to mingle 
over a drink, and assured the 

panel that anyone — home-
less, hipster, or otherwise — 
who causes trouble with other 
customers will get the boot.

“If people are well-behaved 
and want to come in and have 
a drink and hang out, I have 
no problem with anybody,” 
he said. “If you behave in a 
manor that is disruptive to 
other patrons, in that situa-
tion we call the police — but 
it is rare that happens.” 

The board’s vote is only 
advisory — the  State Liquor 
Authority ultimately decide 
whether bars get licenses.

Frank Moe’s Clinton Hill bar Hot Bird kicked up 
some controversy a few years ago when the owner 
banned children from the patio pub.
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I 
keep trying to make my 
kids into people they’re 
not. 
“How ’bout taking music 

again, you’re really good at 
music…” I’ll say to Eli, the 
older one. 

He’ll say some inappropri-
ate thing then, the common-
phrase-of-the-moment he ut-
ters horribly out of context to 
change the subject. It is his way 
of not addressing my constant 
badgering about “Who He Is” 
or “Who He Will Be.”

Is he a musician? His per-
cussive abilities were great in 
that one assembly. I’d never 
quite understood before the 
pace-setting importance of 
the triangle. 

He took music for years 
with a good fun teacher, 
learned some piano and gui-
tar. He loves writing incred-
ibly funny rude raps, and 
he can certainly set a mean 
rhythm with cutlery at the ta-
ble. Why shouldn’t music be 
his thing? 

But then again, why should 
it? 

He’s on the baseball team, 
and loves watching and talk-
ing all kinds of sports. He 
likes filmmaking and pho-
tography.

The little one, Oscar, is 
an incredibly lithe dancer. 
He moves so effortlessly. I 
ask him often if he wants to 
audition for the school mu-
sical, or supplement dance 
classes at school with some-
thing after school or on the 
weekends. The answer is al-
ways “No.”

He goes to Game Lab and 
loves it. He takes drama and 
has started guitar lessons. Is 
that enough? Will one of these 
things become his passion?

Every time another kid 
goes to basketball tryouts, I 
wonder why my kids aren’t 
in basketball. Why do I now 
wonder why I never started 
them in soccer or swimming 
or football?

I could come up with the 

reasons — missed sign-up 
deadlines or the active deci-
sion not to sign up because 
it meant too many weekends 
given up to racing around, or, 
of course, the kids’ own lack of 
interest. Baseball season was 
challenging enough. 

We are who we are. I think 
that all the time. We are dab-
blers in my family, doing 
things we like, trying to do 
them well, but not necessar-
ily obsessed with doing them 
all the time, or acquiring med-
als and trophies. If truth be 
told, I like to keep weekends 
pretty free so we can get out 
of town if we want to, or visit 
museums or just stay home 

and relax. 
My friend said recently that 

I am a great mom because I 
brought my kids to the Picasso 
exhibit at MOMA. But then, 
I thought, maybe she is the 
great mom because her son 
has become totally enamored 
with basketball, practicing al-
most every day, with games 
on weekends. 

And then I hit myself up-
side the head: neither of us is 
better. It isn’t a competition. 
We are who we are, our kids 
are who they are, and none of 
us can be anything different 
than that, even if we try. 

I think there are so many 
fascinating things my kids 

could do or be, and I am try-
ing to help steer them toward 
the things that will really keep 
them jazzed in life. But, in 
the end, the decision is defi-
nitely not up to me. In fact, it’s 
not even entirely up to them. 
There is that little thing called 
“nature” that takes a role in 
our proclivities. I mean, there 
were no sports being watched 
or talked about in my home 
and Eli had had limited time 
with my sports-obsessed fa-
ther when he got crazy watch-
ing “Friday Night Lights” on 
an airplane when he was 6. 
Passengers were straining 
to see where the yelling was 
coming from during the final 
scenes of the movie. I think 
he shoved a surprised flight 
attendant who obstructed his 
vision out of the way. 

“Maybe you want to be a 
sports writer for the school 
paper?” I suggested after I’d 
overheard a kid talking about 
doing that at a Stuyvesant ori-
entation. 

Maybe. I think he liked 
that idea. It stemmed from 
my true understanding of his 
interests and where his pas-
sions lie, even though that pas-
sion might not be one of my 
choosing. I’m trying to hold 
my tongue or, better yet, not 
even let the thoughts break 
in about what a particular ac-
tion or statement out of their 
mouths means about their fu-
ture choice of career or plea-
sure-giving hobby. 

When Eli was doing a good 
job on a Lego structure at a 
young age, making sure there 
was perfect symmetry, I whis-
pered to my husband, “Maybe 
he’ll be an architect,” to which 
he replied, “Or maybe he’ll just 
be a guy who likes to tinker 
around and build stuff.” 

Reality check. Not that we 
can’t have great expectations 
for our kids, but the pressure 
that comes with that is some-
times overwhelming, and they, 
in the end, need to decide who 
they are on their own. 

Who are my kids? I’ll let them fi gure it out
Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

A s Brooklyn mom Ta-
mara R. Mose was 
preparing for a play 

date with a mom and child 
she didn’t know well yet, she 
paused to look at her home: 
“All the bathrooms are clean, 
dishes put away, beds made, 
f loors Swiffered, laundry 
folded, garbage cans emp-
tied, and toys put in their 
place and sorted for age ap-
propriateness.”

And then there was the food: 
“The kitchen is full of aromas, 
boiling pasta, simmering sauce, 
freshly sliced carrots, celery, 
and oranges, all displayed on 
sparkling white plates. Lined 
up are juice boxes boasting their 
100-percent organic label, plas-
tic forks and plates, and beside 
them some half-folded dispos-
able white napkins.”

Add to this some whole-
wheat crackers, cheeses 
(three varieties), and the fact 
her daughter had straightened 
up her room, too, and Mose, a 
sociology professor at Brook-

lyn College, couldn’t help but 
notice: This was not just about 
fun. This was a performance — 
“an effort to present ourselves 
as a decent black family.” 

From there it was just a 
hop, skip, and a jump — and 
a year of interviewing a broad 
swath of New York parents -- 
to writing, “The Playdate: Par-
ents, Children, and the New 
Expectations of Play,” which 
will be published by NYU 
Press this spring.

A play date, Mose argues, 
is really sort of a double date 
— “You’re essentially dating 
the other parent. You’re check-
ing them out. What do they 
do for a living?” Parents ar-
range play dates ostensibly for 
their children’s fun and enrich-
ment, but really, there’s a lot 
more going on. Yes, they want 
their kids to make friends and 
play, but the parents want to 
make friends, too. And usually, 
Mose observed, they want to 
make friends with other par-
ents demographically the same 

as them — friends who might 
even be able to help them in 
the job world.

At one play date Mose ar-
ranged at her son’s request, she 
and her then-husband invited 
over two couples. One was a 
lawyer married to an artist, the 
other was a screenwriter mar-
ried to the curator of a book 
lecture series. By the end of 
the play date, Mose and the cu-
rator realized that they knew 
someone in common and he 
invited Mose to give a lecture 
at his series. 

“It was at this moment 
that I started to realize how 
many times the parents I had 
invited to a play date either 

knew someone I knew,” says 
Mose, or they offered some 
kind of connecting: Come to 
this show with us, let me intro-
duce you to so-and-so.

The upside is obvious: 
friendship, networking, even 
babysitting backup. But Mo-
se’s book looks at the down-
sides, too, starting with the way 
play date culture perpetuates 
class stratifications. The par-
ents who believe in organic 
hummus and no television are 
unlikely to have many play 
dates with the parents who 
put out soda and chips with 
SpongeBob in the background 
— even if the kids really like 
each other at school.

What’s more, simply by per-
petuating the play date imper-
ative — that is, the idea that 
of course children need con-
stant supervision either by 
parents or caregivers — the 
idea of kids running around 
on their own seems prepos-
terous. When she was grow-
ing up, Mose recalls, she’d go 
down the street knocking on 
friends’ doors, asking them 
to come out to play. 

“Almost all the parents 
that I interviewed did the 
same thing,” she says. Play 
was kid-driven and often out 
in public.

Now that kind of fun is con-
sidered too dangerous (even 
though crime is back to the 
level of 1963). The modern play 
date is organized, supervised, 
and private. 

“So if Joe and John get in a 
fight and they’re in the room 
next door, they can come out 
and complain to me to make it 
better,” says Mose. “Whereas 
if they’re out on the street play-

ing they need to figure it out.” 
Play date-raised kids lose out 
on certain childhood lessons 
their parents got just as a matter 
of course: How to deal with a 
quarrel, or even a bully. Is this 
one reason we have so many 
anti-bullying assemblies to-
day? Kids just don’t get any 
real-world practice in standing 
up for themselves, or shrug-
ging off an insult?

What’s more, Mose says: 
Kids who are indoors, sur-
rounded by amusements, may 
not learn how to make a sword 
out of stick, or a boat out of 
square of pavement. They do, 
however, learn how to speak 
to adults. And in the end, she 
says, that confidence and poise 
may serve them well in the 
business world. 

In fact, play dates may help 
both generations in the business 
world. They just might not help 
children learn how to play. 

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker and author 
and founder of the book 
and blog Free-Range Kids.

Are playdates the end of playing?

By Lenore Skenazy
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By Allegra Hobbs
Brooklyn Paper

They’re trading little pink 
packets for pink slips. 

The company that has 
made artif icial sweet-
ener Sweet’N Low in Fort 
Greene since 1946 abruptly 
announced last Friday that it 
will shut its factory within 
the year, leaving 320 long-
serving employees with a bad 
taste in their mouth.

“I feel very hurt, because I 
put a lot of work into this com-
pany,” said Delbert Ranger 
of Bedford-Stuyvesant, who 
has worked at the Cumberland 
Street factory for six years. 
“A lot of people have been 

here for 20, 30, 40 years ex-
pecting to retire, and this is 
the thanks they get.”

Cumberland Packing Cor-
poration — which also makes 
Sugar in the Raw — told 
workers it will start letting 
people go as early as May, as 
it outsources all of its pack-
ing and manufacturing op-
erations to stay competitive 
with rival sugar makers.

The announcement came 
completely out of the blue, 
said the workers’ union rep — 
the 60-year-old family-owned 
company has had ample op-
portunity to let it know that 
it was in trouble and try to 
work out a way to save the 

Sweet’n sour
F’Greene factory closing, 
320 workers to lose jobs

Soon-to-be-former Cumberland Packing Corporation workers rallied outside 
the factory days after being told they would lose their jobs this year.
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plant in recent months, but 
instead closed ranks.

Cumberland had been 
meeting with the union to 
renegotiate the workers’ con-
tract since September, but 
hadn’t said a word, said the 
rep, and it blew off the last 
two meetings claiming se-
nior management was too 
busy to attend.

“To say we’re outraged 
puts it mildly,” said Louis 
Carotenuto, president of 
the Brooklyn chapter of the 
United Food and Commer-
cial Workers International 
Union, which represents the 
workers.

The company’s attorney 
sent the union’s lawyers a 
vague notice about a meet-
ing with workers the day be-
fore the announcement, then 
rounded up factory employ-
ees on Friday afternoon to 
break the news out of the blue 
before sending workers home 

early, Carotenuto said.
Cumberland honchos told 

workers the closure pained 
them greatly, said Carote-
nuto, but if they truly regret-
ted having to close shop, they 
should have been straight-
forward about their prob-
lems and put more effort 
into preserving workers’ 
jobs, he said.

“If it’s ‘with a heavy 
heart,’ they wouldn’t be 
ceasing operations,” he 
said. “They would be giv-
ing the union and workers 
the ability to work through 
this issue.”

The company — which 
will keep its offices in 
Brooklyn — says it will 
work with the union and 
state agencies to find the 
employees new jobs.

“We want to work with 
the union to help everyone 
find a new job if they want 
one,” said board member and 

former chief executive Jeff 
Eisenstadt in a statement. 

But the union and work-
ers say they won’t go qui-
etly — they rallied outside 
the plant on Tuesday, where 
Borough President Adams 
joined them in calling for the 
company to keep the plant 
open. Both the city and state 
have given the company tax-
payer-funded subsidies over 
the years, the Beep said, so it 
owes Brooklynites better. 

“Sweet’N Low has a 
proud history in Brooklyn, 
but the plan to eliminate hun-
dreds of manufacturing jobs 
would be a truly bitter pill to 
swallow for our borough,” 
said Adams. “I urge Cum-
berland Packing Corpora-
tion to come back to the ne-
gotiating table and bargain 
in good faith.”

Cumberland declined to 
address any of the unions’ 
allegations.

By Dennis Lynch
Brooklyn Paper

It could be this castle’s 
fairy-tale ending.

The landmarked, keep-like 
68th Precinct station house in 
Sunset Park may finally get 
a makeover after decades of 
decay. Owner Yosef Streicher 
plans to sink millions of dol-
lars into the crumbling build-
ing, which has been vacant 
since the 1970s, to return it 
to its former glory, the devel-
oper’s spokesman revealed 
on Jan. 7.

“The landmarked cas-
tle on the corner of Fourth 
Avenue and 43rd street in 
Brooklyn is a rare architec-
tural and historic treasure,” 
Streicher spokesman Barry 
Shisgal said. “Mr. Streicher 
is planning to invest an ad-
ditional $5 million in restor-
ing the castle to its original 
glory.”

Streicher aims to put a 
high-end café and a com-
munity center in the cen-
tury-old station house and 
build 10 glassy, luxury con-
dos on an adjacent lot, Shis-
gal said.

The Landmarks Preserva-
tion Commission designated 
the structure in 1983 and must 
approve changes to the build-
ing’s exterior, records show. 
The city sold it to a non-profit 
in 1985, stipulating it turn the 
site into a community center, 
 according to the deed . But 
the group never made good. 
The property changed hands 

Keep company!
Plans for ‘castle’-like Sunset Park station 
house include condos, community center

in 1999 and again in 2012, 
when the Brooklyn Chinese-
American Association pur-
chased the property intend-
ing to build a community 
center.

But it couldn’t cobble to-
gether the money to pay off 
outstanding buildings viola-
tions and restore the build-
ing per city landmarks guide-
lines. The structure continued 
to deteriorate, and  the city 
threatened to sue the Brook-
lyn Chinese-American Asso-
ciation if it didn’t fix it up or 
sell . It unloaded the site to 
Streicher for $6 million last 
year,  but the developer never 

returned this paper’s calls for 
comment .

The residential designs 
are preliminary — the lat-
est rendition depicts a glass-
façade building located in a 
strip of land behind the ex-
isting buildings that appears 
to have an entrance on 43rd 
Street. 

Streicher has not filed 
plans with the Department of 
Buildings, and the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission did 
not immediately respond to a 
request for comment.

The precinct building and 
its neighboring horse stable 
first opened in 1892. 

A rendering of what the fourth owner of the former 
68th Precinct building on Fourth Avenue plans to 
do with the landmarked property. 
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