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By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Can historic brownstones go 
green?

The city must come up with 
clear guidelines on how to stick 
solar panels on protected build-
ings, say members of a Cobble 
Hill area community board, af-
ter a debate over whether to ap-
prove the addition of sun-pow-
ered screens to a row house in 
the neighborhood’s historic dis-
trict created a schism in the group 
last Wednesday. 

Community Board 6 ulti-
mately voted 28–2 to okay a 
Warren Street homeowner’s bid 
to top his property with panels, 
despite its landmarks committee 
rejecting the idea 7–6 earlier in 
the month, but members say the 
conflict really shines a light on the 
need for rules about what is and 
isn’t okay as more Brooklynites 
try to balance environmental and 
historic preservation.  

“It really is the issue of our 

times,” said Park Sloper and board 
member Joanna Smith. “What do 
we need to do to ensure our fu-
ture in terms of what’s happen-
ing to our climate, while address-
ing preservation — which is very 
much about preserving the char-
acter of the neighborhood, but 
also property values and aes-
thetics.” 

It is relatively easy for historic 
homeowners to secure a permit 
to install solar panels if they are 
completely out of sight. 

But in this case, the owner of 
the property between Henry and 
Clinton streets can’t lay his pan-
els flat, because the city requires 
enough space for firefighters to 
traverse the roof, and his is already 
filled with mechanical equipment 
and sky lights. 

His contractor Brooklyn So-
lar Works says this is a common 
problem in borough brownstones, 
so it has come up with a stilted 
contraption to raise the ray-ab-
sorbing devices nine feet off the 

roof — the minimum clearance 
required for New York’s Brav-
est to swing an axe — but this 
would make it visible from parts 
of the street.

This was the first time the is-
sue of installing solar panels on 
a landmarked building had come 
before Community Board 6 — 
district manager Craig Ham-
merman described it as a “test 
case” — and the committee’s 
chairman said he wasn’t confi-
dent that the stilt solution was 
the best or only one.

“I don’t know if there were 
other feasible ways to do it, and 
I wasn’t ready to say ‘okay’ be-
cause these guys were saying this 
was the only way to do it,” said 
Bob Levine.

The full board ultimately 
agreed it wasn’t too obtrusive in 
this case and supporting clean en-
ergy was a priority — but also to 
ask the Landmarks Preservation 
Commission to provide it with 
guidelines to make more informed 

Heated debate over solar panels 
on historic buildings in Cobble Hill

SUN BLOCK

decisions in the future.
“I think there was an under-

standing in the room that this was 
something that needed to pro-

ceed, and that we need to work 
with Landmarks in the future,” 
said Smith.

The commission will decide on 

the fate of the Warren Street solar 
panels at a meeting on Feb. 2.

But Hammerman expects 
Wednesday’s debate will be the 

first of many — the board’s dis-
trict also covers historic dis-
tricts in Carroll Gardens and 
Park Slope.

Solar professionals T.R. Ludwig and Gaelen McKee say they are often forced to alter their designs to accommodate land-
marks rules when installing panels on Kings County row houses.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

It is now forbidden fruit!
Brooklyn Heights’ 75 Henry 

St. co-op building will reject a 
developer’s  $130-million offer to 
sell the land along Pineapple Walk 
so it can erect a 40-story tower 
there , after the majority of resi-
dents voted against the deal that 
stood to net them hundreds of 
thousands of dollars apiece. 

Shareholders voted 191–112 
against the sale last Friday, ac-

cording to  a report  by a Brook-
lyn Daily Eagle journalist who 
lives in the building.  

The “no” vote also means that 
denizens of the 33-story tower at 
75 Henry St. are not interested in 
selling the thoroughfare to any-
one else, and the building’s board 
should reject all future offers for 
the prime slice of land, which 
runs between Cadman Plaza West 
and Henry Street and is home to 
the popular Park Plaza Restau-
rant and several stores. 

The decision comes at the end 

of a  month-long  battle over the sale 
and development, which  threat-
ened to divide  residents of the 
close-knit Cadman Plaza co-op 
community. 

Manhattan luxury builder An-
bau Enterprises first dangled a 
$75-million offer in front of resi-
dents in the beginning of Decem-
ber, then jacked up the price by 
another $55 million last week. 

Under the original offer, unit 
owners were told they would make 
between $120,000 to $260,000 
from the sale, depending on the 

size of their digs — and those who 
owned townhouses on the prop-
erty would make even more. 

The latest offer presumably 
would have netted residents 
anywhere from $200,000 to 
$450,000, based on the 73-per-
cent increase.

The co-op, which currently 
reaps $95,000 a month from the 
Pineapple Walk stores, would also 
have retained ownership of the 
new retail spaces and continued 
to collect rent.

But many residents — not to 

mention their neighbors at the 
Cadman Towers co-op on the 
other side of Pineapple Walk 
— feared the new tower would 
block views from both buildings 
and bring an influx of new resi-
dents to an area that already has  an 
overcrowded elementary school , 
recently  lost its hospital , and is 
still smarting over  the sale of the 
nearby library branch for a sim-
ilar high-rise .  

Some also felt they had an ethi-
cal obligation to keep the area free 

Shocker! Co-op vetoes $$$ land sale

These charming neighborhood stores will remain intact 
after residents of 75 Henry St. turned down a developer’s 
$130-million offer to sell them.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

It is a break-up everyone saw 
coming. 

Macy’s closed its Downtown 
parking garage for good last Tues-
day, which means the hulking struc-
ture — and the “Love Letter to 
Brooklyn” poem artist Steve Pow-
ers painted across it four years ago 
— are not long for this world. One 
nearby worker says she’s not sur-
prised — a developer bought the 
property last year — but will be 
still be sad to see the wordy mu-
ral go.

“I think it’s wonderful, but I 
knew it would come down,” said 
Sarah Giller. “With everything go-
ing on with development, it’s inev-
itable that the building was com-
ing down.”

Powers  announced  the closure 
on his Instagram account on Jan. 
12, saying goodbye and  thanking  
the borough for its support.

“Feelings through the ceiling, 
thank you Brooklyn,” wrote Pow-
ers, who  created the piece with a 
team of artists  in 2011, after local 
pols and neighboring businesses  
ordered the retail giant to spruce 
up the eyesore . 

Hundreds of Brooklynites re-
sponded in kind, offering fond 
memories of the giant poem, which 
includes sentiments such as “Born 
busy as a Brooklyn bound B,” and 
“Every street carries us home.”

“So heartbroken to see this go!” 
wrote Christie Colaprico. “Have 
re-read it every night on my walk 
home from work since moving to 
the neighborhood three years ago. 
Thank you for your beautiful art-
work and words.”

Developer Tishman Speyer 
 inked a deal to buy the garage  — 

Downtown Macy’s ‘Love Letter’ mural slated for demolition

along with part of the  cash-strapped  
department store — in August.  

The real-estate firm filed per-
mits to remove the two skyways 
connecting the structure to the de-
partment store last week, and to 
turn the current five-story garage 
into a single-story retail building 

late last year, according to city re-
cords.

This will be the second Down-
town Powers piece to disappear 
in as many years — a developer 
 razed his subway-map-inspired 
work  at Adams and Livingston 
streets last year.

Powers’s polka-dotted sign “All 
I need is you and new shoes” at the 
corner of Fulton and Bond streets 
remains, but may also be endan-
gered —  a developer appears to be 
buying up all the properties on that 
block , though it still hasn’t snapped 
up that specific one yet. 

Writing is on the wall
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By Allegra Hobbs
Brooklyn Paper

Williamsburg pols must go 
to bat for two run-down neigh-
borhood ballfields by pitching 
in funds and urging the city to 
fix them up, say leaders of a lo-
cal Little League.

Both Roberto Clemente Ball-
field and Sternberg Park are lack-
ing facilities and sporting shoddy, 
worn-out turf that doesn’t drain 
after it rains, leading to soggy sod 
and canceled games during the 
season, according to the league’s 
founder.

“If it rains, I lose the whole 
weekend of baseball,” said Ma-
rio Delgado, who has run the Wil-
liamsburg Sports League for 12 
years. “I don’t have enough dirt 
to even prepare the fields for the 
weekend, and a lot of games get lost 
because I can’t fix the field.”

Sternberg Park, which is at 
Boerum and Larimer streets, has 
had the same turf since 2006, and 
it is now studded with potholes 
— one kid twisted his ankle in 
one of the small ditches during 
a game last summer — and the 
dugouts have no roofs, so kids 
get drenched whenever the skies 
open, said Delgado.

Meanwhile, Roberto Clemente 
Ballfield, at Wythe and Division 
avenues, has had the same turf 
since 1998. It also lacks bathrooms 
— ballplayers at the small water-
front field have to run across the 
street to use facilities at a nearby 
supermarket — and lights for 
night games, said the league’s 
commissioner.

“Our families come to use that 
park, and our kids, and there’s 
no way to use a bathroom,” said 
Tommy Torres.

No-money-ball
Little League: Williamsburg 
fi elds badly need cash, love

Ballplayers who use the Roberto Clemente field are tired of waiting for improvements.
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Both Delgado and Torres say 
they have been trying to convince 
local pols and the city’s parks de-
partment to step up to the plate 
with more money for years with 
nothing but whiffs.

But this season is looking more 
promising — both Councilman An-
tonio Reynoso (D–Bushwick), who 
represents the district around Stern-
berg Park, and Councilman Steve 
Levin (D–Greenpoint), who rep-
resents Clemente, have said they 
will assign some of their coffers 
to the neglected sporting grounds, 
according to Torres.

Levin clarified that no com-
mitments have been made yet, but 
agrees repairs are needed.

Parks officials will meet with 
the Council members over the 
next few months to discuss bud-
gets and plans for the next fiscal 
year, which will kick off July 1, 
and Torres hopes Levin and Rey-
noso swing for the fences on the 
fields’ behalf.

“I want this to become a prior-
ity for them,” he said. “We need 
to come to the table and discuss 
this and analyze this.”

Community boards will also 
have opportunities to submit pro-
posals for the new parks budget.

See CO-OP  on page 4
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By Allegra Hobbs
Brooklyn Paper

They’re making Meeker 
Avenue meeker.

The city on Tuesday un-
veiled plans for a bevy of 
safety improvements for 
Williamsburg’s most ironi-
cally named street, and lo-
cals think the scheme could 
finally bring some peace to 
the notoriously deadly thor-
oughfare.

“It’s dangerous, and frankly 
it’s terrifying, as a pedestrian 
who has tried to navigate it,” 
said Brandon Chamberlan 
after hearing the city’s pro-
posed changes at a Commu-
nity Board 1 meeting. “This 
proposal is going to save lives 
and prevent injuries.”

Department of Transpor-
tation reps presented a hand-
ful of changes targeting the 
triangle of streets where the 
treacherous road — which 
runs directly under the Brook-
lyn Queens Expressway — 
meets Union Avenue and Met-
ropolitan Avenue around the 
Macri Triangle park.

Proposals include adding 
more crosswalks along Union 
Avenue between Meeker and 
Skillman avenues, increasing 
crossing times, and building 
out the sidewalks near cross-
ings so there is more space be-
tween pedestrians and the ve-
hicles that roar down the street 
off the expressway.

The plan would also chop a 
lane off the three-lane Meeker 
Avenue below Union Avenue 
to slow down traffic, and would 
re-route the Q59 bus — cur-

‘Triangle of death’
City unveils safety fi xes for perilous Meeker Ave.

Williamsburg’s Q59 route currently goes down Meeker Avenue, in the path 
of speeding traffic coming off the Brooklyn Queens Expressway and crossing 
pedestrians. The city hopes to make the street less of a death trap by re-
routing it down Metropolitan Avenue — among a host of other changes.
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rently running down Meeker 
Avenue near the expressway 
exit ramps — down Metro-
politan Avenue to lighten the 
overcrowded road.

The area has been a regular 
site of carnage in recent years, 
said the reps — seven people 
died and 90 were injured while 
braving the mean streets be-
tween 2009 and 2013.

 Transit activists have been 
pushing the city to fix Meeker 
Avenue  since last year, and 
begged the community board 
to approve the plan, saying it 
could prevent further death and 
destruction down the line.

“I urge the board through 

the transportation commit-
tee to approve this plan,” 
said Luke Ohlson of activist 
group Transportation Alter-
natives. “Hopefully we can 
see some fixes.”

But a handful of board 
members were put off by the 
plan’s piecemeal approach — 
Williamsburg and Greenpoint 
need a more comprehensive 
transportation plan to address 
traffic issues across the en-
tire community, said residents 
sick and tired of sporadic vis-
its from city reps regarding 
small sections of roads.

“If we’re going to spend ev-
ery meeting having these little 

dribs and drabs of transporta-
tion, we’re going to be here un-
til we’re a hundred years old,” 
said Tom Burrows, to applause 
from other members.

The city reps contested that 
many locals do care about the 
details of certain stretches 
of road, and that taking on 
smaller stretches allows more 
attention to detail. Plus, a com-
munity-spanning plan would 
take years to formulate and 
approve, they said.

Community Board 1’s 
transportation committee 
will vote on the plan at its 
next meeting, before it goes 
before the full board.

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Call it a tall order.
A pair of developers just 

filed plans outlining the 
Chrysler Building-sized 
tower they plan to erect next 
to Downtown’s Dime Sav-
ings Bank, confirming  re-
ports  last year that they aim 
to construct Brooklyn’s first 

1,000-foot “supertall” sky-
scraper on the site. 

In fact, the new documents 
call for a 1,066-foot building 
at Flatbush Avenue Extension 
and Fleet Street — which is 
475 feet higher than  the tall-
est property in the borough 
right now . 

Per the still-pending 
plans, builders JDS Develop-

ment and the Chetrit Group 
are shooting for a 73-story 
structure, with four f loors 
of retail and office space at 
the base, and 417 units of 
housing above that. The res-
idential component will start 
on the seventh floor with 12 
units, and go down to just 
two units apiece on the top 
two floors.It’s tall and skinny!

‘Supertall’ gets even taller
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Grand Opening of our Brooklyn Heights Office!

sportsmed.downstate.edu

Visit Us!
Brooklyn Heights185 Montague St.

4th Floor

Specializing In  
All Sports-Related Injuries

718-270-2045 OrthoConnext
Call Today, Appointment Tomorrow
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OUTERWEAR
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Value up to $80

The Sale NEW YORK Waits For!

SAVE UP TO

 70%
LAST CALL 

SALE

WARM TOGGLE JACKET $3999 VALUE $175

WEDDING PARTIES
BOYS • BIG & TALL • TUXEDOS

BUY 1 SUIT
AT THE VALUE PRICE

GET 2 FREE
Or Buy 1 At Our Everyday Low Price

 Value Everyday NOW!
New Slim Fit ............. $250 ........  $9999 ..... 3 for $250
New Vested Suits .......$300 .......  $12999 ..... 3 for $300
Luxury Wool .............. $425 .......  $15999 ..... 3 for $425

CALVIN
KLEIN
SUITS

$17999

Value $400
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SUITS $5999

HOTTEST SADDLE TAN DRESS SHOES $2999

BRAND NAME

BOOTS
$2999

Up to $75 value

DRESS
SHOES
$1999

Up to $75 value

BLAZERS

$3999
Up to $150 value

DOORBUSTER

$9999
Up to $350 value

DOORBUSTER

DRESS SHIRT 
& TIE SETS

$2499

DOORBUSTER

SWEATERS

$967
3 for $25

DOORBUSTER

CALVIN KLEIN 
LAUREN COATS
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QUEENS
163-18 Jamaica Ave.-Portabella
3056 Steinway St.-Portabella
164-08 Jamaica Ave.-Fino
3738 Junction Blvd.-Fino
Queens Center-Quails
Roosevelt Field Quails

NEW JERSEY
807 Broad St.-Portabella
Woodbridge Center-Quails
5516 Bergenline Ave-Quails
Freehold Raceway Mall-Quails
Livingston Mall-Quails

BROOKLYN
503 Nostrand Ave.-Portabella
320 Livingston-Portabella
1671 Pitkin Ave.-Portabella
5205 5th Ave.-Portabella
423 Knickerbocker Ave.-Portabella
294 Utica Ave.-Portabella
1555 Flatbush Ave.-Portabella
851 Flatbush Ave.-Portabella
552 Nostrand Ave.- Fino
366 Fulton St.-Portabella
5007 Church Ave.-Fino

BRONX
12-20 E. Fordham Rd.-Portabella
2887 3rd Ave.-Portabella
3449 Jerome Ave.-Portabella
2938 3rd Ave.-Fino
345 East Fordham Rd.-Fino
259 E. Fordham Rd.-Britches
645 E. Tremont Ave.-Portabella
1498 Parkchester Ave.-Portabella
Bay Plaza Shopping Center-Portabella
13 South 4th Ave.-Mount Vernon
1498 Metropolitan Ave.-Portabella
2168 Bartow Ave.-Portbella 

MANHATTAN
243 W. 125th St.-Portabella
617 W. 181 St.-Portabella
120 W. 125th St.-Fino
1405 St. Nicholas Ave.-Fino
Manhattan Mall-Portabella 

All merchandise not in all stores. All savings off value prices. While quantities last.
Prices effective through January 31, 2016

portabellastores.com

THE LARGEST SELECTION IN NEW YORK

SHOES
$1999     $2999     $3999

Dress • Casual • Driving • Tuxedo 
Driving • Boots • U.S. Polo • Clarks 

Stacy Adams • Phat Farm • Florsheim

By Allegra Hobbs
Brooklyn Paper

Talk about making con-
cessions!

A new movie theater and 
restaurant in industrial Wil-
liamsburg is combating the 
rampant problem of noisy 
chewing at dine-in cinemas 
by only serving dishes that 
don’t make a loud crunch or 
require silverware.

“The last thing you want 
is more excuses to make 
sounds in the theater,” said 
Tim Chung, manager of new 
60-seat Bogart Street cinema 
and eatery Syndicated, which 
opened last Friday.

The dining and entertain-
ment destination between 
Thames and Grattan streets 
features a theater-friendly 
menu made entirely of fin-
ger-foods — such as an El-
vis-inspired peanut butter 
and banana sandwich and 
pork-stuffed tater-tots — to 
cut down on mess and irri-
tating cutlery noises during 
the movie.

Diners can enjoy larger and 
louder dishes in the venue’s 
dining room, which will serve 
up fried chicken and burgers 
alongside Hollywood-themed 
cocktails, Chung said.

The food-lover and former 
film industry worker says he 
dreamed up the cinema as a 

way to combine his love of 
food and flicks, and also to 
re-introduce the magic of 
movie-going for the jaded 
Netflix age.

“People are going to the 
movies less and less, and I 
felt puzzled and heartbro-
ken by that,” he said. “So I 
wanted to make the movie-
going experience more spe-
cial, and I wanted to jazz it 
up by adding booze and re-
ally good food.”

Syndicated kicked off 
a month of old-school cin-
ema on Jan. 15 with Spiel-
berg’s classic alien thriller 
“Close Encounters of the 
Third Kind,” but the theater 
will feature a wide variety of 
new and old in the coming 
months, said Chung. It will 
screen a festival of the year’s 
Oscar-nominated shorts next 
month, and air the new sea-
son of “The X-Files” when it 
premiers on Jan. 24.

And if this is all starting 
to sound a bit familiar — be-
tween Williasmburg’s  Nite-
hawk Cinema  and  Videology , 
and the  forthcoming Alamo 
Drafthouse  Downtown — 
Chung says you are not the 
only one. But he hopes his 
specialty drinks, super-quiet 
menu, and wholehearted ap-
preciation for silver-screen 
magic will set his joint apart 
from the rest.

Silent bite
Shhhh! New W’burg dine-in 
cinema serves ‘quiet’ foods

Syndicated manager Tim Chung asked his chef to 
make a menu of theater-friendly snacks — such as 
popcorn fried oysters — that will not annoy movie-
goers with crunching sounds.
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“I am painfully conscious 
of their existence,” he said 
of Nitehawk. “So obviously 
we’re trying to zig a little bit 
where they’re zagging.”

Syndicated [40 Bogart St. 
between Thames and Grat-
tan streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 386–3399, www.syndi-
catedbk.com].

By Allegra Hobbs
Brooklyn Paper

Everyone agrees this space 
is sacred — just not for the 
same reasons. 

A community board hell-
bent on preserving Williams-
burg’s history voted to recom-
mend the city landmark the 
Ukrainian orthodox church 
at S. Fifth Street last Tues-
day — despite objections from 
its own landmarks commit-
tee that it will make the space 
too expensive for the congre-
gation to maintain.

“I think it is important to 
respect the history of the com-
munity, and landmarking is 
one way of doing that,” said 
Community Board 1 mem-
ber Artineh Havan.

Panel members voted 19–6 
to give their blessing for the 
historic designation of the 
Holy Trinity Church at Driggs 
Avenue — going against the 
recommendation of the com-
mittee, which  last week acqui-
esced  to the church’s fears that 
the classification would make 
repairs difficult and pricey.

“The congregation of this 
church is concerned that it’s 
hard to get contractors to work 
when they know it’s a land-
marked building,” said com-
mittee chair Del Teague. “And 
when they do find a contractor, 
they charge more money.”

The handsome turn-of-the-
century Beaux-Arts build-
ing was originally the Wil-
liamsburg Trust Company 
bank, designed by the same 
architecture firm behind  the 
Greenpoint Savings Bank  on 
Manhattan Avenue and the pa-

It’s their cross to bear
CB1 approves landmarking over church’s objections

vilion in McGolrick Park. The 
church bought the property 
in the ’60s.

Today, the building is in 
constant need of patch-ups due 
to vibrations from the nearby 
Brooklyn Queens Expressway, 
claimed Teague. The church 
fears the maintenance would 
be too difficult once it is sad-
dled with all the red tape that 
comes with landmark status 
— which includes seeking 
city approval for any notice-
able changes to the facade — 
she said.

But board members dis-
agreed with the house of wor-
ship and committee’s objec-

tions, arguing that any extra 
costs could be offset  by funds 
the state sets aside specifically 
for the upkeep of landmarked 
religious buildings . 

Church leaders say they’re 
not buying it, however — any 
grants they might be eligible 
for would probably not be im-
mediately available, and they 
remain devoutly opposed, said 
a church rep.

“We continue to be opposed 
to any efforts to landmark the 
church,” said a church spokes-
person, who wanted to remain 
anonymous. 

The community board’s 
vote is ultimately only ad-

visory — the city’s Land-
marks Preservation Com-
mission will make the final 
determination.

The building is one of doz-
ens across the city the com-
mission is evaluating as part 
of  its ongoing effort to work 
through its backlog of stalled 
submissions . The Park Slope 
Civic Council requested its 
evaluation in 1964, and Dep-
uty Borough President Diana 
Reyna echoed their calls sev-
eral times during her tenure 
as the local Council member, 
according to commission re-
cords. 

Williamsburgers say “Heavens, yes” to landmarking this old bank building 
turned church, but parishioners say “Hell, no.”
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HEALTH PLANS FOR $0 OR $20 PER MONTH
CALL 1.855.809.4073

METROPLUS.ORG

MKT 15.71v2

Sign
Me up.

Health 
Care for 
$0 or $20 
Per Month?

Vis it us at ki ngs plaza!

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

from luxury housing and re-
tain the ample open space be-
tween buildings.  In the ’50s, 
planning czar Robert Moses 
originally intended to sell the 
land for one giant high-end 
apartment block . But locals 
fought back, and the city 
and state eventually used to 
land to build 75 Henry St. 
and its neighbors as part of 
the taxpayer-funded Mitch-

ell-Lama program — below-
market-rate housing aimed 
at middle-class families — 
which meant residents were 
able to purchase their prop-
erties for a song.

Shareholders at 75 Henry 
St. opted out of Mitchell-
Lama years ago — so it now 
functions as a standard co-op, 
with market-rate values — but 
other nearby buildings remain 
part of the scheme.

Continued from page 1

CO-OP...

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

A gaggle of goons lifted 
a guy’s cellphone in Bridge 
Park on Jan. 13. 

The victim told police he 
was on Bridge Street headed to 
the York Street Station at 5:30 
pm when four nogoodniks ap-
proached him and demanded 
he hand over his phone. 

One of the cretins snatched 
the phone and the crew fled 
towards Sands Street, accord-
ing to police.

Sound off
Some sneak stole of sound 

equipment from a Third Av-
enue storage facility between 
Christmas and Jan. 12.

The victim told police that 
four speakers and four micro-
phones were stolen from the 
facility near Bergen Street. 
He said only employees have 
access to the building, but the 
thief somehow made it out 
with the gear. 

Bag grab
A weasel stole a woman’s 

backpack as she was working 
hard at a library near Cadman 

Plaza West on Jan. 14.
The unsuspecting woman 

said she was sitting inside of 
the bibliotheca near Clinton 
Street from 10:30 am to 1 pm, 
and had placed her bag by her 
legs the entire time. 

But when she went to re-
trieve it at 1 pm, it was gone. 

Shattered
A punk smashed the win-

dow of a vehicle parked on Pa-
cific Street and stole $1,210 
worth of goods on Jan.13

The victim told police he 
parked his car near Smith 
Street at 3:30 pm, but when 
he returned to the site at 5:30 
pm, he discovered his window 
had been shattered and more 
than $1,000 of property had 
been removed.

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Looted in the loo
A bathroom bandit snuck 

into the ladies’ room of a 
Lafayette Avenue store and 
stole a woman’s wallet out of 
her bag on Jan. 15.

The woman told police she 
entered the empty bathroom of 
the store near Rockwell Place 
at 5:50 pm and left her belong-
ings outside of the stall while 
she did her business. 

But she wasn’t the only one 
for long — she heard some-
one with pink pants enter and 
leave. When she went to go 

wash up, she discovered her 
wallet was missing from her 
bag, said reports. 

Bejeweled
A thief looted a Myrtle Av-

enue jewelry store sometime 
overnight on Jan. 11.

The sleepy-eyed shop 
owner told police she closed 
her shop near Clermont Av-
enue at 10 pm on Jan. 11, and 
went home.

She was awoken from 
her sleep by a call from her 
alarm company at 4:30 am 
the next day alerting her to 
a break-in. 

The villain had entered the 
store through either the un-
locked front or back doors 
and stole three gold brace-
lets, rings, and necklaces, po-
lice said. 

Elevator assault
Some goon roughed up a 

woman in the elevator of an 
apartment complex on Navy 
Walk on Jan. 11 and made off 
with her purse and phone.

The victim told police she 
was in the elevator of the 
building near Tillary Street 
at 7:25 pm when a man got 
on at the second floor and did 

not let her get off the lift when 
she attempted to exit. 

The villain tripped the vic-
tim and she hit her head, ac-
cording to reports. The brute 
then punched the woman in 
the face while she was on the 
floor and got off on the fourth 
floor, fleeing down the stairs 
with her purse,  phone, $200 in 
cash, and keys, said police. 

The victim, who was taken 
to the hospital for stitches and 
two loose teeth, said she had 
never seen the guy before.

School hard
A pair of bullies pushed a 

guy to the ground as he was 
walking to school on Waverly 
Avenue on Jan. 14 and swiped 
his phone.

The young scholar was on 
the way to class near DeKalb 
Avenue at 8:10 am when two 
scoundrels shoved him to the 
pavement, said police. The 
duo snatched a Samsung mo-
bile phone from his pocket 
and fled down Waverly Ave-
nue toward Fulton Street, ac-
cording to reports.

Gas-hole
A jerk lifted a woman’s 

belongings from her car as 

she was filling it up at a gas 
station on Myrtle Avenue on 
Jan. 7.

The driver said she was 
pumping gas at the station 
near Classon Avenue at 10:30 
am when she noticed that her 
passenger-side door and trunk 
had been opened. 

She got back in her vehi-
cle, and once she arrived at 
Adams Street, she discovered 
that her bag — which con-
tained her driver’s license, 
debit card, headphones, and 
charger — was missing, said 
reports.  — Lauren Gill

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Purse-snatcher
Police arrested a man who 

they say stole a teen girl’s 
handbag on Hoyt Street on 
Jan. 17.

The teen was walking be-
tween Wykoff and Warren 
streets at 9:30 pm when the 
suspect ran up, grabbed her 
bag, and split, cops said.

Not safe
A burglar broke into a safe 

at a Van Brunt Street market 
during business hours on Jan. 
17, according to police.

The thief struck sometime 
between 4:15 and 7 pm at the 
market near Reed Street and 
the waterfront, police said. 
He sniped $500 stashed there, 
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Pack of punks poach man’s phone in park
although did not damage the 
safe itself in the process, ac-
cording to the report. Police 
are unsure how he gained 
access.

Pill-ferer
Cops cuffed a guy who they 

say tried to relieve a Smith 
Street pharmacy of 15 bottles 
of pain relief pills on Jan. 19, 
police said.

An employee at the phar-
macy near Warren Street 
spotted the man acting sus-
piciously in the over-the-coun-
ter pill aisle around 11:30 am 
and called police. 

Officers found the man 
with the 15 bottles of Advil, 
Motrin, and Aleve — all to-
gether more than 1,000 pills — 
and 11 pairs of scissors stuffed 
into his pants and pockets, the 
police report said. His would-
be grab was worth $234, po-
lice said.

Pass plucked
Some good-for-nothing 

stole a woman’s handicap 
parking pass from her car 
parked on Hoyt Street on New 
Year’s Day, police said.

The woman parked her car 
near Baltic Street at 7:45 pm 
and came back less than a half 
hour later to find someone 
had smashed her passenger-
side window and grabbed her 
permit, police said. 

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Bling sting
A burglar stole a woman’s 

trove of jewelry from her 84th 
street apartment on Jan. 16, 
police said.

The woman left her apart-
ment between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues around 10 am and re-
turned at 10 pm to find her 
bedroom window blinds were 
suspiciously pulled open. 

Then she saw she was miss-
ing 26 pieces of jewelry from 
her dresser and a jewelry box 
on her nightstand, according 
to police.

Big bucks
An invader broke into an 

Eighth Avenue restaurant on 
Jan. 11, but did not get away 
with a whole lot.

Surveillance footage from 
the joint near Bay Ridge Av-
enue just before 3 am shows 
the freelooter breaking open 
a locked door that led to the 
kitchen, police said. He ran 
behind the counter to make 
his big money grab, but he 
only found $40. He took it 
anyway and fled.

Masked man
Cops arrested a man who 

they said tried to rob a man 
walking on Fourth Avenue 
on Jan. 14.

The victim told police he 
was near 91st Street, on his 
way to the train, at 2:20 am 
when the suspect came up be-
hind him.

The suspect was wearing 
a black coat and covered his 
face for his attack, officials 
reported. He tried to grab the 
man’s bag, but failed and fled, 
police said. 

Cops later found him in 
the area and one officer saw 
him drop a knife.

— Dennis Lynch

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Locked out
A burglar locked a woman 

out of her own apartment on 
Kent Street while scooping up 
her possessions of Jan. 15 — 
then fled out of a window.

The victim told cops that 
she came home to her apart-
ment near Manhattan Avenue 
around 2 pm and tried to open 
the door, but someone inside 
slammed the door shut and 
locked the top lock. 

The victim heard someone 
rifling around in the apart-
ment and called the police, 
then discovered her place had 
been ransacked, according to 
a police report. Witnesses saw 
the guy crawl out of the rear 
window and said when they 
asked him what he was do-
ing, he stuttered “I am lost” 
before fleeing in an unknown 
direction, cops said.

Bike theft 
Some punk stole a guy’s 

brand-new motorcycle from 

outside his Huron Street home 
sometime during the night of 
Jan. 14.

The victim chained up his 
motorcycle, which had just 
been shipped in a few days 
prior, to a fixed object outside 
his home near Manhattan Av-
enue around 9 pm. 

He discovered the bike was 
mysteriously missing at 3:45 
am the next day, though he had 
both sets of keys, according to 
a police report. The motorcy-
cle was not registered and had 
no license plate, cops said.

Coat check con
A conniving scoundrel 

managed to drive off in a 
woman’s car after pulling 
her coat from the coat check 
of a Wythe Avenue bar on the 
night of Jan. 16.

The victim checked her 
coat — with her car keys in 
the pocket — at the bar near N. 
11th Street around 12:23 am. 
She went to retrieve it when 
the bar was closing at 4 am, 
but the employee told her she 
had given the coat to a woman 
who claimed to have lost her 
ticket stub and described the 
victim’s jacket, cops said. The 
victim then went out to look 
for her car, but it was gone 
too, police said.

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Bushwick

Gun slinger
A violent villain mugged 

a guy at gunpoint on McKib-
bin Street on Jan. 15.

The victim told cops he was 
near White Street at 4:50 am 
when the low-life approached 
with a black firearm and said 
“Turn around, don’t move.” 

The victim did so, and the 
scoundrel snatched the guy’s 
phone and wallet before flee-
ing down McKibbin Street to-
wards Bushwick Avenue, po-
lice said. The perp was tracked 
to the rooftop of a Humboldt 
Street city housing complex 
via the stolen phone, but the 
signal was lost, according to 
a police report.

Subway robber
A brute pulled a gun on a 

straphanger waiting on the L 
train platform at Morgan Av-
enue on Jan. 15 and made off 
with a haul of the guy’s pos-
sessions.

The victim was waiting for 
the train at the station near 
Harrison Place at 4:30 am 
when the devil approached 
him, brandishing a silver 
semi-automatic handgun and 
said, “Empty your pockets and 
don’t look at me,” according 
to a police report. 

The perp then rif led 
through the victim’s tote 
bag and took his iPad, wal-
let, and keys, authorities said. 
The punk told the guy to “get 
on the train and don’t do any-
thing stupid,” then said, “I 
know where you live,” cops 
said.

Vet victimized
Some dirtbag mugged an 

89-year-old veteran who was 
entering his Boerum Street 
apartment on Jan. 15.

The wizened victim was 
unlocking the door to his 
apartment between Leonard 
Street and Manhattan Ave-
nue at 4 pm when the spine-
less rake came up behind him 
and pulled his wallet out of 
his back pocket, according to 
a police report. 

The stolen wallet contained 
hundreds of dollars in cash 
and a military identification 
card, authorities said. The vic-
tim followed the rapscallion 
down the stairway for a while 
but eventually lost sight of the 
perp, cops said.

Maced
A punk maced a guy in the 

face on Broadway on Jan. 11, 
but failed to steal the guy’s 
phone.

The victim was near Wal-
ton Street at 9:50 pm when the 
brute came up behind him and 
said “Let me ask you a ques-
tion” before spraying some-
thing in his face that made 
his eyes burn and tear up, po-
lice said. 

The baddie lunged for the 
phone and knocked it to the 
ground, but the victim swung 
his arms at the thief, prompt-
ing him to flee. 
 — Allegra Hobbs
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T
his space survey is skipping the gal-
axy far, far away!

A video variety show will explore 
the worlds of space opera films at Nite-
hawk Cinema on Jan. 28, but will blast 
right past the most famous example of the 
genre. “Star Wars” is just too big to in-
clude, says the host of “Kevin Geeks Out 
about Space Opera.” 

“I feel at this point, a month and a half 
after ‘Star Wars’ comes out, people are 
kind of oversaturated with Star Wars,” says 
Carroll Garden comedian Kevin Maher. 
Instead, the show will cover “everything 
surrounding it — the movies that came be-
fore it and influenced Star Wars, the ones 

that ripped-off Star Wars, the ones that 
tried to be the next Star Wars.”

The night will feature melodramatic tales 
of interplanetary conflict like the “Flash 
Gordon” serials, the “Battlestar Galactica” 
TV shows, and “Jupiter Ascending,” the 
widely-panned 2015 film featuring Chan-
ning Tatum as a canine space-warrior.   

“We always try to run the gamut of the best 
and the worst of the genre,” said Maher.

The  “Kevin Geeks Out”  series addresses 
a different topic each month, examining 
cinematic tropes like attacking animals, 
super villains, or lady robots. No matter 
how silly the subject, Maher gives it a thor-
ough analysis.

“There’s a level of simultaneously tak-
ing this way too seriously, but then not 
taking it very seriously at all,” said Maher. 

“It’s a little bit academic, but with a sense 
of humor — you can take stupid things 
seriously.”

And Maher recruits guest speakers to 
provide new perspectives, with each show-
ing film clips to support their arguments. 
Among the guests at the Space Opera show 
will be comedian Jen Northington, defend-
ing “Jupiter Ascending” as “the ultimate 
space opera,” and Meg Sweeney Lawless, 
presenting a super-cut of one of the least 
operatic things imaginable — every bit 
of paperwork contained in the first sea-
son of “Star Trek.” 

“It’s one of the nerdiest things we’ve ever 
done on the show,” said Maher. 

Despite the word “geek” in the name, few 
of the shows “Kevin Geeks Out” themes 
have been as nerd-centric as space operas. 

Maher says that is deliberate, and that “geek-
ing out” is about getting really excited about 
a topic, no matter what it is. 

“I do not self-identify as a geek,” said Ma-
her. “Geek is uses as a verb. I think you can 
geek out about any subject whatsoever.”

Future shows, for instance, will focus 
on wigs and toupees in film, representa-
tions of the Devil, and — undercutting the 
non-nerd argument a bit — settling who is 
better: Batman or Superman.

And despite the official mandate to keep 
“Star Wars” out of the line-up, Maher knows 
that the saga is going to come up.

“Even if we’re never addressing the el-
ephant in the room, Star Wars is the yard-
stick that space opera is measured by, so 
we will inevitably be talking about it by 
comparison,” he said.

Tragically hip
What is a hipster, really?
A newly-arrived Brooklyn actor questions 

whether he counts as a member of that reviled 
group in the new one-man show “Last Hipster 

in Brooklyn,” opening on 
Jan. 28. The show comes 
out of the writer’s con-
fusion at the many dif-
ferent descriptions of the 
hipster set. 

“There’s a lot of talk 
of course about Brooklyn 
and hipsters but everyone 
kind of struggles to pin 
down what a hipster is,” 
said Nick E. Finn, who 

wrote and stars in the show. 
Finn began interviewing people about how 

they defined hipsters, but the descriptions he 
got agreed on only one thing — hipsters are 
bad.

“Everyone seemed to agree on the idea that 
hipsters are bad and no one liked them,” he 
said. 

During the 70-minute show, which combines 
spoken word poetry, hip-hop and multimedia 
elements, Finn plays 13 characters, including 
Brooklyn natives, recent transplants, a police 
officer, and “the leader of the hipster revolu-
tion.” Together the stories reveal how differ-
ent people view hipsters, and the evolution of 
Brooklyn neighborhoods.

“I’m trying to explore what is going on by 
getting different perspectives about the forces 
that have changed Brooklyn culture today,” 
said Finn.

Finn came to Brooklyn from Seattle five 
years ago and fell in love with the borough, 
but he also saw that his arrival was part of the 
changes affecting the neighborhood. 

“I had to bear witness to that and also take 
my responsibility for that change and own my 
experience,” he said. 

Finn got input on the changes in Brooklyn 
from his wife, a Brooklyn native (and a char-
acter in the play), and from the show’s direc-
tor, Modesto Flako Jimenez, who is Domini-
can-born but Bushwick-raised. Jimenez signed 
on to produce and direct the show once he re-
alized that Finn was willing to confront his 
own role in gentrifying the area. Having people 
consider the effect they have on a community 
is an important step, said Jimenez.

“This is how we can help each other,” he 
said.

“Last Hipster in Brooklyn” at Jack (505 Wa-
verly Ave. between Fulton Street and Atlantic 
Avenue in Clinton Hill, www.jackny.org). Jan. 28 
at 8:30 pm, Jan. 29 at 7 pm, and Jan. 30 at 10 
pm. $15. — Sarah Iannone

P L AY

Word’s pick — “Shriver” by Chris 
Belden

Shriver gets an invitation to a writer’s con-
ference, based on his notorious one-hit-won-
der novel “Goat Time.” 
But Shriver is not the 
man the organizers as-
sume he is — he’s never 
written anything in his 
life. Can he pass him-
self off a literary genius, 
while at a conference 
surrounded by offbeat 
characters, including a 
detective eyeing him as 
the prime suspect in a 
missing persons case? 
Part thriller and all dark 
satirical comedy, Belden kept me laughing and 
questioning — who is the real Shriver?

— Kristina Kaufman, Word [126 Franklin St. 
at Milton Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096, 
 www.wordbrooklyn.com ].

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick — “The 
True Deceiver” by Tove Jansson 

Writer and illustrator Tove Jansson is best known 
as the creator of the Moomins, but she also wrote 

several less-widely-read 
books for adults. Set in 
a small Finnish village 
in the depths of winter, 
her novel “The True De-
ceiver” tells the story of 
loner Katri, who worms 
her way into the life of 
Anna, an isolated chil-
dren’s book author. It 
is a quiet, cold, pretty 
book about the lies we 
tell to protect us from 
other people, and from 
ourselves.

— Jen Keefe, Greenlight Bookstore [686 Ful-
ton St. between S. Elliott Place and S. Portland 
Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 246–0200,  www.
greenlightbookstore.com ].

Community Bookstore’s pick — “The 
Anatomy of Fascism” by Robert Paxton

Why read a book on fascism in 2016? Pay 
attention to our current election cycle and the 
growing right-wing unrest in Europe and you 
might know why. His-
torian Robert Paxton’s 
brilliant book offers a 
lucid analysis of the 
roots, rise, and radi-
calization of Mussoli-
ni’s razza and Hitler’s 
volk. By the book’s 
end, Paxton reasons 
out a clear, workable 
definition of the 20th 
Century’s most reviled 
and destructive inven-
tion, noting ominously 
that an American-born fascism will be accom-
panied not by the fasces or swastika, but the 
stars and stripes. 

— Hal Hlavinka, Community Bookstore [43 
Seventh Ave. between Carroll Street and Gar-
field Place in Park Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.
commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

Reading picks
B O O KS

Lose the Force
Space opera video show looks beyond ‘Star Wars’

By Dennis Lynch
Brooklyn Paper

I
t is a literal space opera!

A young man with stellar ambi-
tion reaches for the stars in an op-

era launching at the Brooklyn Acad-
emy of Music on Jan. 28. And you can 
forget about fat ladies and viking hel-
mets, because “The Astronaut’s Tale” 
boldly goes where no opera has gone 
before, said its stage director.

“ ‘The Astronaut’s Tale’ is a multi-
media piece — we have an actor, three 
singers, a very exciting percussive or-
chestra, and gorgeous projections of 
outer space on three surfaces that cre-
ate a multidimensional visual effect,” 
said Nancy Rhodes.

Fort Greene’s  Encompass New Op-
era Theatre  is the first company to per-
form the family-friendly production by 
the late librettist and actor Jack Larson 
in its entirety. The production clocks in 

at just over an hour — perfect for young 
space junkies — but “really packs a wal-
lop,” Rhodes said.

“There’s a fantastic rocket launch at 
the climax of the opera,” she said. “The 
way we planned it, it should be an inter-
esting and exciting moment.”

The opera traces the life of a young 
man named Abel, from his days as a 
13-year-old stargazer through his adult 
journey sitting in a tin can, high above 
the world.

Larson worked closely with scientists at 
the California Institute of Technology to 

make sure the science in “The Astronaut’s 
Tale” was sound, but Abel’s journey also 
has a mystical element. Abel’s religious 
upbringing clashes with his scientific les-
sons, but the boy learns to reconcile the 
two on his journey to the heavens.

Larson planned to come to Brooklyn 
to see the production, but the 87-year-
old died in December. Rhodes says that 
the play’s examination of life, death, and 
the afterlife is all the more poignant now 
that its creator has passed on.

“In addition to being an actor, Jack was 
a poet and a philosopher, he always said he 
put everything he knew into this opera,” 
she said. “He addresses biblical and philo-
sophical ideas, but nobody’s made to feel 
the fool. All of the aspects of the afterlife 
come out his play. He really wrote a real, 
complete idea of our existence.”

Real-life astronaut Michael Mas-
simino will attend a pre-show recep-
tion on Jan. 28. Tickets for the reception 
and opening show cost $125.

Launching into a song
Mystical astronaut opera opening at BAM

“The Astronaut’s Tale,” at BAM’s 
Fishman Space [321 Ashland Pl. be-
tween Lafayette and Hanson places 
in Fort Greene, (718) 636–4100, 
www.bam.org]. Jan. 28–30 at 8 pm, 
and Jan. 30–31 at 3 pm. $20–$49 
(half off for students).

O P E R A

Well-suited for the job: Actor Eapen Leubner plays Abel, 
the title character in “The Astronaut’s Tale,” an opera about 
traveling to the heavens on the back of a rocket, launching 
at BAM on Jan. 28.

There’s a starman waiting in the seats: Lightsaber-wielding “Kevin Geeks Out” host Kevin Maher will present a survey of space opera films on Jan. 28, focusing on the 
ancestors and successors of “Star Wars.”
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Kevin Geeks Out about 
Space Opera at Nitehawk 
Cinema [136 Metropolitan 
Ave. between Wythe Av-
enue and Berry Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 384–
3980, www.nitehawkcin-
ema.com]. Jan. 28 at 9:30 
pm. $15.
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WHERE TO
SATURDAY
January 23

It’s boxy 
boxing!
Oh, the cardboard 
carnage! At the Card-
board Robot Battle, 
corrugated combat-
ants clash in four 
paperweight 
matches, with contes-
tants eliminated if the 
damage dished out 
reveals the human 
operators under-
neath. Between each 
bout, the audience 
can enjoy puppet 
shows, ring girls, and 
sci-fi drink specials.

8 pm at Standard Toykraft 
[722 Metropolitan Ave. 
between Manhattan and 
Graham avenues in 
Williamsburg, (718) 388–
3163], www.standard-
toykraft.org]. $18.

SUNDAY
January 24

Milk and 
hummus
The final night of the 
Brooklyn Israel Film 
Festival dishes up the 
documentary “In 
Search of Israeli Cui-
sine,” about the melt-
ing pot of food cultures 
in the Jewish State and 
the scene’s Kings 
County-style devotion 
to locally-sourced 
product. Director 
Roger Sherman will 
speak after the film’s 
premiere screening. 

7 pm at the Kane Street 
Synagogue [236 Kane St. 
at Tompkins Place in 
Cobble Hill, (718) 875–
1550, www.kanestreet.
org/biff2016]. $15.

MONDAY
January 25

Snorky talk!
Learn about our 
finny friends (or, 
according the “The 
Simpsons,” our 
eventual overlords) 
at the Secret Sci-
ence Club, where 
psychologist and 
marine mammal 
maven Diana Reiss 
will discuss how dol-
phins think and com-
municate. The bar 
will serve “Click and 
Whistle” cocktails, 
and whalesongs will 
play all night.

8 pm at the Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. between 
Second and Third avenues 
in Gowanus, (718) 643–
6510, www.thebellhouse-
ny.com]. Free.

TUESDAY
January 26

Rolling on 
the river
New Orleans brass 
band Dirty Bourbon 
River Show rolls into 
town, pumping out 
high-energy circus rock 
from its new album 
“Important Things for 
Humans to Know,” 
along with older inhu-
man tunes like “Wolf-
man” and vampire 
song “Thirsty.” Brook-
lyn’s PitckBlak Brass 
Band opens.

8 pm at Brooklyn Bowl [61 
Wythe Ave. between N. 
11th and N. 12th streets in 
Williamsburg, (718) 963–
3369], www.brooklynbowl.
com. $10.

THURSDAY
January 28

Road flip
Long road trips seem 
like they take forever 
— and that might be 
true in “Separti,” a 
new piece from Vim 
Vigor Dance Company, 
in which five characters 
travel the highway 
while time twists and 
spins around them, 
dropping them into 
the past, present, and 
future. The show con-
tinues Friday and Sat-
urday.  

7:30 pm. Gelsey Kirkland 
Arts Center (29 Jay St. 
between John and 
Plymouth streets in 
Dumbo), www.vimvigor-
dance.com. $25.
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FRI, JAN. 22
MUSIC, IMMACULATE CONCEPTION: 

No Collective presents a play of rev-
elational music in six acts, fi lled with 
miraculous workings and uncanny 
resemblances. Ticket price includes 
one drink. $20. 8p m. Mise-en Place 
[678 Hart St. #1B between Central 
and Wilson avenues in Bushwick, 
(646) 416–1673], nocollective.com. 

SHOUT YOUR ABORTION PARTY: Cel-
ebrate the 43rd anniversary of Roe 
v. Wade at this event with speak-
ers, bands, information, food, and 
drink. All proceeds from food and 
beverage sales benefi t the New York 
Abortion Access Fund. Also featur-
ing the release of the ShoutYour-
Abortion zine. Free. 6:30 pm–11:30 
pm. Living Gallery (1094 Broadway at 
Dodworth Street in Bushwick). 

ART, CODES FOR CONDUCT OPEN-
ING RECEPTION: New commissions 
and site-specifi c installations by fi ve 
artists, featuring controlled and un-
rehearsed interactions between the 
body and digital tools. Free. 7–9 pm. 
Nurture Art [56 Bogart St. between 
Harrison Place and Grattan Street; 
Basement gallery in Bushwick, (718) 
782–7755], nurtureart.org.

MUSIC, MR. CARMACK: $15. 8 pm. 
Music Hall of Williamsburg [66 N. 
Sixth St. between Kent and Wythe 
avenues in Williamsburg, (718) 
486–5400], www.musichallofwil-
liamsburg.com. 

COMEDY, VERNON PAYNE’S DOPE 
ASS VARIETY SHOW: With com-
edy, music, and storytellers. With 
comedy from Ms. C, Hannah Boone, 
and Megan Sass, a story from David 
Arroyo, and music by Matthew 
Marlinski. $10 ($8 in advance). 9 pm. 
The Experiment Comedy Gallery 
(20 Broadway at Kent Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg), www.theexcomedy.com. 

COMEDY, GARBAGE FARTS: The com-
edy group Garbage Farts premieres 
six new comedy videos, along with 
performances from local comedi-
ans. Free. 9:30 pm. Videology [308 
Bedford Ave. at S. First Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 782–3468], www.
videology.info. 

MUSIC, MARIAMI: Free. 10 pm. BAM 
Cafe (30 Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix Street in 
Fort Greene), www.bam.org/pro-
grams/bamcafe-live. 

SAT, JAN. 23
MUSIC, THE AMERICANS: $10. 8 

pm. Union Pool [484 Union Ave. at 
Meeker Avenue in Williamsburg, 
(718) 609–0484], www.union-pool.
com. 

MUSIC, “ACCIDENTS WILL HAP-
PEN”: In a tribute to Elvis Costello, 
a number of artists and bands come 
together to bring the artists’ songs 
to the stage. Free. 8 pm–midnight. 
Freddy’s Bar [627 Fifth Ave. between 
17th and 18th streets in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 768–0131], www.fred-
dysbar.com. 

TALK, INTRODUCTION TO COMICS: 
Cartoonist Jennifer Camper leads a 
free introduction to cartooning tech-
niques. Ages 15–adult. Free. 2 pm. 
Windsor Terrace Branch Library [160 
E. Fifth St. at Ft. Hamilton Parkway 
in Windsor Terrace, (718) 686–9707], 
www.bklynlibrary.org. 

TALK, HOW DO WE SAFEGUARD 
WOMEN’S REPRODUCTIVE 
RIGHTS?: The Brooklyn Queens Na-
tional Organization for Women com-
memorates the 43rd anniversary of 
the Roe v Wade decision with speak-
ers and a discussion. Free. 4:30 pm. 
The Church of the Gethsemene 
[1012 Eighth Ave. between 10th and 
11th streets in Park Slope, (718) 769–
8901], brooklynqueensnow.org. 

SUN, JAN. 24
MARKET, ROCK N’ SHOP MARKET: 

A pop-up artist and maker mar-
ket, food festival, and live music 
showcase. With performances from 
Mindtroll and the Fantastic Plastics. 
Bands start at 5 pm. Free. 10 am–7 
pm. The Paper Box [17 Meadow St. 
between Bogart and Waterbury 
streets in Williamsburg, (718) 383–
3815], paperboxnyc.com. 

READING, “NOBODY’S BIZNESS 

See 9 DAYS on page 8

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

FRI, JAN 22
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS. 

UTAH JAZZ: $20–$3,000. 7:30 
pm.

SAT, JAN 23
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

VS. PHILADELPHIA FLYERS: 
$90–$2,500. 7:30 pm.

SUN, JAN 24
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS. 

OKLAHOMA CITY THUNDER: 
$45–$4,000. 3:30 pm.

MON, JAN 25
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLAND-

ERS VS. DETROIT RED WINGS: 
$55–$1,500. 7 pm.

TUE, JAN 26
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS. 

MIAMI HEAT: $25–$3,000. 7:30 
pm.

WED, JAN 27
MUSIC, MUSE: $45–$75. 7:30 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

Integrative Harmony

FOLLOW OUR DAILY UPDATES ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper

A-muse-ing show: British band Muse will inspire its legion of fans when it 
rocks Barclays Center on Jan. 27. 
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COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER

DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to introduce 
Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-
in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and the New York Daily News’ 
Gersh Kuntzman every Monday at 4 pm for an hour 
of talk on topics Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-out 
segments, can be listened to live or played anytime 
at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH MONDAY AT 4PM AT  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.
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For more information and to find out about our other 
great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch, call 
800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must open a Flushing Bank Complete Checking Plus account. Get the complete 
access and control you desire with a competitive interest rate and banking on-the-go with our 
Flushing Bank Mobile2 app.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New money only. APY effective January 19, 2016. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot 
be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. A new Complete Checking Plus account 
with a $5,000 minimum initial deposit is required to receive the CD with the advertised rate. Certain fees and restrictions may apply. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance 
is $5,000. A new checking account is not required for IRA accounts. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details. 2 Flushing Bank Mobile Banking is available to all Flushing Bank online 
banking users. Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

60-Month CD

1.80%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

24-Month CD

1.30%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

B
urlesque is the new black.

The all-black strip-tease show 
Shades of Burlesque will shimmy 

its way into Clinton Hill music venue 
C’mon Everybody on Jan. 27. The ris-
que revue offers hilarity and sensuality 
of a different flavor than more typical, 
vanilla burlesque shows, according to 
the group’s host.

“Whenever all black people sing a 
song versus all white people, it’s like 
cooking with bacon versus cooking with 
vegetables,” said Ashley Brokington. 
“There’s a certain funky soulfulness 
and sexiness that you’re not going to 
see with a room full of white girls. But 
I may be biased — I’m a black girl and 
I think black girls are delicious.”

Shades of Burlesque started in 2012, 
when Bedford-Stuyvesant strip-tease artist 
Sweet Lorraine noticed a distinct lack of 
color in the burlesque acts she visited.

“I’ve been performing burlesque off 

and on since 2009 and, before that, I was 
going to every single burlesque show I 
could find and I didn’t see any people 
or women of color at all on the stage,” 
said Lorraine.

But when she put Shades of Burlesque 
together, she was overwhelmed by the 
support and interest the show got.

“When I decided to do Shades, there 
was this outpouring of performers, and 
everybody came out,” said Lorraine.

Lorraine and her girls — and a few 
guys — found a new crowd excited to wit-
ness performers they could relate to. 

“The audience showed up, and they 
hadn’t come before, because they wanted 
to see themselves on stage,” she said.

Performers with Shades of Burlesque 
say they are drawn to the art for a number 
of reasons — first and foremost being 
the feathers and sequins in the outfits.

“Primarily the costumes, they’re gor-
geous,” said strip-tease artist Brown Co-
caine Love. “I’m a jazz dancer, Broad-
way-ish performer, so we were all about 
the big productions and the beautiful cos-
tumes, so that’s what drew me to it.”

The avant-garde burlesque scene 
also offers freedom of expression and 
a lovey-dovey kind of inclusiveness, ac-
cording to Love.

“There’s a freedom to it, and the com-
munity is great,” she said. “Everybody 
wants to be involved in something that 
they want to believe in.”

Her striking name is also a descrip-
tion of her high-speed, on-stage alter 
ego, she says.

“Brown Cocaine was a name given to 
me by a roommate, and that’s the name 
given to my sexuality,” said Brown Co-
caine Love. “It’s my alter ego, and when 
I get on stage, that’s who I am.”

50 Shades of play
Black burlesque troupe shakes it up

Shades of Burlesque at C’mon Every-
body (325 Franklin Ave. between Clin-
ton Place and Greene Avenue in Clin-
ton Hill, www.cmoneverybody.com). 
Jan. 27 at 8:30 pm. $15 ($25 VIP).

S H OW

Shake your tail feathers: Shades of Burlesque strip-tease artists (from left) Monroe Lilly, the Incredible, Ed-
ible Akynos; Sweet Lorraine, Genie Adagio, and Ashley Brockington will take the stage on Jan. 27.
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Family
BROOKLYN

IF I DO”: A discussion of 
Henrietta Bingham, the jazz 
hound, Bloomsbury muse, 
and queer culture vixen who 
lived large during the Jazz 
Age.  Free with Museum 
admission. 2 pm. Brooklyn 
Museum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000], www.brooklyn-
museum.org. 

FORCE MAJEURE VAUDE-
VILLE — LADYWEIRDO 
EDITION: The neo-vaude-
ville show shines the spot-
light on bizarre female 
performers. $15. 9 pm. The 
Cobra Club [6 Wyckoff Ave. 
between Jefferson and 
Troutman streets in Bush-
wick, (917) 719–1138], www.
cobraclubbk.com. 

MON, JAN. 25 

COMEDY, “NIGHT TRAIN 
WITH WYATT CENAC”: 
Hosted by Brooklyn-based 
comedian Wyatt Cenac, 
“Night Train” is a weekly 
show that features comedy 
from the best local and in-
ternational stand up come-
dians. $5. 8 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

COMEDY, TRANSPLANTS 
COMEDY SHOW: A new, 
monthly stand-up show 
featuring comics who are 
new New Yorkers, telling 
stories of where they came 
from and the journey that 
led them here. $10 ($8 in 
advance). 9:30 pm. The Ex-
periment Comedy Gallery 
[20 Broadway at Kent Av-
enue; Brooklyn, NY in Wil-
liamsburg, (646) 236–9000], 
www.theexcomedy.com. 

TUES, JAN. 26
READING, CHARLIE JANE 

ANDERS: Author Anders 
reads from her new sci-fi  
novel “All the Birds in the 
Sky.” Free. 7 pm. Power-
House Arena [37 Main St. 
at Water Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 666–3049], www.pow-
erhousearena.com. 

THE BIG MUSIC QUIZ THING 
WITH ROCK STAR KA-
RAOKE: A live trivia game 
show and a live karaoke 
band team up for a night 
of rock, roll, and trivia! $15 
($10 in advance). 8 pm. 
Livestream Public [195 Mor-
gan Ave. at Stagg Street in 
Bushwick, (646) 762–5999], 
www.livestream.nyc/
events/2016/1/26/the-big-
music-quiz-thingwith-rock-
star-karaoke.  

WED, JAN. 27
TALK, THE ASIAN COMMU-

NITIES IN BENSONHURST: 
Local activists and politi-

cians discuss the rapidly-
growing Asian community 
in Bensonhurst.  $5 (free for 
members). 6:30 pm. Brook-
lyn Historical Society [128 
Pierrepont St. at Clinton 
Street in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 222–4111], www.
brooklynhistory.org. 

COMEDY, “RISK!”: A live show 
and podcast where people 
tell true stories they never 
thought they would dare to 
share. $15. 8 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

MUSIC, BLOODMIST ALBUM 
RELEASE EVENT: The 
metal-infl uenced experi-
mental band celebrates the 
release of its debut album 
“Sheen.” Event admission 
includes one copy of the 
album. $20 ($15 in advance). 
8 pm. Roulette [509 Atlan-
tic Ave. at Third Avenue 
in Boerum Hill, (917) 267–
0363], www.roulette.org. 

THURS, JAN. 28
ART, ART HISTORY HAPPY 

HOUR: An un-serious art 
history lecture accompanied 
by Coney Island games, 
wine, and beer. Presented 
with the exhibit “Coney Is-
land: Visions of an American 
Dreamland, 1861–2008.” 
Free. 7 pm. Brooklyn Mu-
seum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue in 

Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000], www.brooklyn-
museum.org. 

READING, MICHAEL M. 
THOMAS: Thomas talks 
about his new political 
thriller, “Fixers.” Free. 7 
pm. PowerHouse Arena [37 
Main St. at Water Street in 
Dumbo, (718) 666–3049], 
www.powerhousearena.
com. 

NIGHTLIFE, “TAINTED LOVE 
’80S DANCE PARTY”: . 
Free. 10 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

FRI, JAN. 29
SPOKE THE HUB’S 15TH AN-

NUAL WINTER FOLLIES: 
More than 30 performing 
artists present fi ve minutes 
of whatever they do best 
at this showcase. The audi-
ence vote for which artist 
or group should get a full 
production at a Gowanus 
space. $20 ($15 in advance). 
7:30pm. Old First Reformed 
Church [729 Carroll St. at 
Seventh Avenue in Park 
Slope], www.spokethehub.
org.

COMEDY, “POINT BREAK 
LIVE!”: FBI agent Johnny 
Utah, played by a member 
of the audience, is bro-
manced by one truly radical 
criminal. $30 ($26 in ad-
vance). 8:30 pm. Bell House 

[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

MUSIC, AS LOLAS: Free. 9:30 
pm. BAM Cafe (30 Lafayette 
Ave. between Ashland Place 
and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org/
programs/bamcafe-live. 

SAT, JAN. 30
MUSIC, PARK SLOPE SING-

ERS WINTER CONCERT: 
The choral group presents 
Brahms’ German Requiem, 
sung in German. $15 $10 
(students and seniors). 3 
PM. Church of the Good 
Shepherd [7420 Fourth Ave. 
at 75th Street in Bay Ridge, 
(440) 320–8669], parkslope-
singers.org. 

MUSIC, ANTIETAM, SPEED 
THE PLOUGH, HEROES OF 
TOOLIK: $8. 7:30 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

THEATER, SUESSICAL: The 
Gallery Players present the 
family musical based on 
the fantastical books of Dr. 
Seuss. $18 ($15 seniors and 
children). 8 pm. Gallery Play-
ers [199 14th St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Park Slope, (212) 352–3101], 
www.galleryplayers.com. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 6

Letting Suess: The Gallery Players give the “Seussical” musical a self-referential 
twist, with a boy stumbling on a group of actors portraying Dr. Seuss’s fantastical 
characters. The show opens on Jan. 30.
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Park Slope North 
Child Development Center

71 Lincoln Place  Brooklyn, NY 11217
(718) 638-4100

psnhoc@universitysettlement.org

Explore.    
Create.    
Engage. 

 Music and creative movement
 Rooftop playground & school gardens

 Bilingual staff, full-day & full-year

Enrollment for 2-4 year-olds 
NOW available! 

Tours on Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays
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X A V E R I A N

NOW ACCEPTING 
APPLICATIONS!!!

Lefferts Gardens Charter School (LGCS) is now accepting applications for 
the upcoming school year 2015-2016.  

LGCS is a free public charter school serving grades K-5.  
We are located at 601 Parkside Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11226. We are co-

located with PS 92 and our main office is room 315.

Our Mission is to utilize an environmental science program to 
develop academically motivated and civic-minded students 
to succeed in competitive high school and college programs. 
Environmental Science lies at the core of LGCS’s academic 
program. The natural world — and its opportunities for inquiry 
— provides the centerpiece for the LGCS curriculum.

How to apply: go to http://leffertsgardens.org/ click on 
the Admissions tab and choose: 2016-2017 New Student 
Application, print and mail your application to the school, 
fax application to 718-284-2166, or visit the school to apply in 
person. The lottery will be held at the school on Wednesday, 
April 13, 2016 at 6pm. Families are welcome to attend but not 
required to do so. Applications received after the deadline will 
be added to the waitlist.

Application deadline April 1, 2016. 

LEFFERTS GARDENS CHARTER SCHOOL
601 PARKSIDE AVENUE, BROOKLYN, NY 11226

718-284-1480 ext. 101
www.leffertsgardens.org

Open House
Daytime Sessions @ 9-10am Evening Sessions @ 6-7pm

January 12, 2016 January 21, 2016
February 2, 2016 February 25, 2016
March 2, 2016 March 17, 2016

A t 9 am on the first 
Monday of this 
year, my 20-year-old 

daughter broke with her regu-
lar, sleep-late vacation sched-
ule and reported to the Kings 
County Courthouse for her 
first taste of jury duty. 

When she told people she 
had to serve they all said they 
were sorry, couldn’t she defer 
(she already had once), what a 
shame she had to give up her 
vacation for this, and offered 
hints about how to avoid be-
ing selected.

Me? I cheered and told 
her she was doing the sec-
ond-most-important thing, af-
ter voting, she can do to serve 
our country. I’m not sure who 
she believed.

In case anyone hasn’t ex-
perienced jury duty, my girl’s 
adventure was pretty typical. 
Her first day was spent sit-
ting in a large room with a 
lot of people, reading, tex-
ting, and generally fighting 
off the pervasive boredom 
that comes with sitting on 
your butt for a whole bunch 
of hours. She was released for 
a lunch break and then was 
back, sitting some more. 

My daughter’s jury duty
On her second 

day, she was called 
in for a possible 
jury assignment 
to a civil case, re-
lated to a car ac-
cident. She was 
asked questions, 
made to wait some 
more, asked more questions 
and then told to come back 
the next morning.

She ended up on the jury 
and when the case didn’t set-
tle, she and her companions 
in the courtroom heard testi-
mony, deliberated, and evalu-
ated the responsibility of the 
defendant in the accident. 

It moved slowly. There were 
long periods of waiting around. 
More than once she wanted 
to be doing something else, 
perhaps anything else, then 
spending another minute in 
that courthouse. Each morn-
ing, though, she dutifully got 
up and made it over there on 
time, complaining about the 
sleep she was giving up as I 
handed her some coffee on her 
way out the door.

There are so few ways for 
my kid to really participate 
in the workings of our coun-

try and here was one. Amidst 
the many negative messages 
about how America is an aw-
ful, broken place, I’m glad 
she had a chance to be part 
of its functioning. Yes, there 
was too much waiting around, 
and the seats are uncomfort-
able and the schedule incon-
sistent making the experience 
less than perfect, but in order 
to work, the courts need peo-
ple like my girl.

The old fashioned notion 
of civic responsibility doesn’t 
get talked about much any-
more but I want my daughter 
to be a good citizen. Now that 
she is a young woman, she 
should vote, serve on juries, 
pay taxes, volunteer in our 
community and generally par-
ticipate in her neighborhood, 
city, state, and country.

I know she heard the many 
voices saying jury duty should 
be avoided and is a waste of 
time. It’s easy to complain 
about it, and everything else. 
It’s a lot harder to actually 
show up. 

My daughter did and 
she served responsibly and 
thoughtfully. I’m so proud 
of her. 

By Scott Sager

The 
Dad

P
lease pay attention. 
There will be a quiz.

Starbucks recently 
took out a two-page, fold-
out, super-slick ad in the 
New Yorker to educate us 
benighted, Folgers-swill-
ing plebes on “ The Art of 
Espresso and Milk .” 

Using a chart only slightly 
less complex than the Periodic 
Table of the Elements (for in-
stance, it did not list Barium or 
Neptunium), it showed a sort 
of timeline of coffee concoc-
tions, starting with:

Doppio: “Two shots of 
espresso. Straight.”

Latte Macchito: “Foamed 
whole milk marked with shots 
of espresso.” 

Flat White: “Sweet ris-
tretto espresso shots finished 
with whole steamed milk.”

Cappuccino: “A shot of 
espresso topped with a deep 
layer of foamed milk” 

And, but of course, Caffe 
Latte: “A shot of espresso in 
steamed milk lightly topped 
with foam.”

Got that? Okay, quick: 
Which drink dumps a shot of 
espresso into a cup of foamed 
barium?

Ah, just yankin’ your chain. 
That’s at Dunkin’ Donuts. As 
for the Starbucks chart, I didn’t 

even give you all the concoc-
tions on the list to prevent your 
head from exploding like an 
overheated doppio ristretto ma-
chine. (Didn’t Ristretto start 
out by making a boy out of 
wood? Or am I confused?)

Anyway, after all this, the 
ad explained as if to a dim bulb: 
“Latte Macchiato: Foamed 
milk marked with espresso 
makes it intensely bold.” Okay. 
While, “Flat White,” which is 
— as you’ll immediately re-
call — sweet ristretto espresso 
finished with blah blah blah 
is “rich and velvety.”

Never mind that the pictures 
of these two ostensibly polar 
opposite drinks look about 
as unsimilar as those “Spot 
the difference!” puzzles you 
do while waiting for a Grey-
hound Bus.

Which perhaps explains 
why the ad is driving me to 
drink something stronger than 

a latte macchiato. (Or was it 
a caffe latte?) What I mean 
is: I’m drinking grain alco-
hol mixed with Yoo-hoo. You 
see, here’s a company that al-
ready asks us to fork over all 
our cash previously reserved 
for necessities like medicine 
and HBO just to drink some 
scorched caffeine in a pseudo-
chatty place where everyone is 
actually on their phone, staring 
at their laptops, and hogging 
the seat across from them. 

And now, for us not to sound 
like idiots there — “I’d like 
a coffee regular, please” — 
we have to study gradations 
between coffee drinks more 
subtle than the ones between 
flatworms and tapeworms. 
(Do not go look these up! Or 
at least, do not click on “im-
ages.”) 

Starbucks has already 
amused itself by training us 
to say “tall,” when we mean 

“small” — tall being the littlest 
cup of coffee you can get with-
out whittling yourself a mug 
on the spot. And some market-
ing exec earned her wings by 
convincing us that grande and 
venti are the two most sophisti-
cated words in the world, even 
though these really mean, “I am 
a grand baboon,” and “Excuse 
me. My vent is open.”

Other Starbucks words 
that you might not realize 
have direct English transla-
tions are:

Caffee Espresso Frappu-
cino: Milkshake

Vanilla Frappucino: Va-
nilla Milkshake

Caramel Flan Frappu-
cino: Gloppy Milkshake

Caramel Ribbon Crunch 
Frappucino: Crunchy Milk-
shake

Double Chocolaty Chip 
Frappucino: Shameless 
Milkshake 

Hazelnut Frappucino: 
Milkshake for High-Income 
Squirrels 

Shaken Sweet Tea: Tea 
with sugar. Duh. And some-
one who isn’t you got paid (and 
healthcare, too!) to shake it. 

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker and the editor 
and founder of the book 
and blog Free-Range Kids.

Translating your coffee order

By Lenore Skenazy

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Emergency surgery is back 
at Long Island College Hos-
pital!

Mayor DeBlasio is attempt-
ing to resuscitate negotiations 
between the developer of the 
former Cobble Hill infirmary 
and local leaders, as flatlined 
discussions threaten to pull 
the plug on any below-market-
rate housing inside the mas-
sive towers planned for the 
site. But critics warn that a 

quick nip and tuck from Hiz-
zoner’s spin doctors may not 
be enough to save this deal.

“The idea is to see if we 
can find a proposal for the 
LICH site that everyone can 
live with,” said Councilman 
Brad Lander (D–Cobble Hill), 
who  declared in November  
that he will oppose Fortis 
Property Group’s bid to up-
zone the land, which would 
allow it to build more hous-
ing there than is currently al-
lowed. “We’re not there yet, 

and I don’t know if we’ll get 
there. But it’s worth trying,”

City Hall organized two 
meetings between Fortis, civic 
group the Cobble Hill Asso-
ciation, Lander, and several 
other local pols over the past 
month, where DeBlasio’s reps 
presented a revised rezoning 
proposal offering more space 
for a new school and less for 
housing than in previous in-
carnations,  according to the 
neighborhood group .

In exchange for the zon-

ing change — which will be 
tough to secure without the 
local Council member’s sup-
port — the firm  has previously 
promised  to include several 
hundred below-market units 
and the public school space in 
the development, which will 
sprawl across more than two 
blocks and rise at least 35 sto-
ries. 

Without it, the company 
says it will still erect tall tow-
ers on the site, just with exclu-
sively market-rate units —  and 

Paging Dr. DeBlasio
Mayor attempts to revive LICH development deal

potentially a college dormi-
tory  — and no school space, 
which it doesn’t need city ap-
proval to do. 

The civic association has 
so far opposed both plans on 
the grounds that the high-rises 
are out of scale with the his-
toric neighborhood and will 
overwhelm the area with peo-
ple and traffic.

But the mayor, who once 
 fervently opposed the hospi-
tal’s closure and sale , is now 
trying to uphold his cam-
paign promise to create or 
preserve 200,000 units of 
so-called “affordable” hous-
ing throughout the city over 
the next decade. 

Everyone involved in the 
recent discussions remains 
tight-lipped on the specifics 
of the new pitch, but Cobble 

Hill Association honchos say 
it hasn’t won them over yet — 
plus a larger school raises new 
questions about the impact it 
would have on traffic and in-
frastructure. 

All parties say they are 
willing to continue negoti-
ating, however, and could 
change their minds on the re-
zoning if they can hash out 
an agreeable design that the 
neighborhood supports.

“We’ve never slammed the 
door,” said Burr. “We main-
tained in November that we 
could not support the rezoning 
as proposed and we’re listen-
ing. We’re listening and ask-
ing a lot of questions.”

The various groups will 
meet with the city again 
next week to continue dis-
cussions.

Then-mayoral candidate Bill DeBlasio rallying to 
keep Long Island College Hospital open in 2013.
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