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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

They want to break the bank! 
The developers behind  Brooklyn’s 

first “supertall” skyscraper  want to de-
molish part of Fulton Mall’s landmarked 
Dime Savings Bank to make room for 
the 73-story behemoth, and build stores 
inside the rest of the 108-year-old cash 
repository. And locals say they can’t 
wait to crack the vault after seeing the 
plan last Wednesday night. 

“It’s a beautiful project and a great 
opportunity to save the bank,” said 
Hazra Ali, a member of Community 
Board 2’s land-use committee, which 
enthusiastically approved the changes 
11–0 with one abstention at last week’s 
meeting.

Reps for builders JDS Development 
and the Cherit Group told residents they 
want to pulverize a segment in the back 
of the bank at Flatbush Avenue Exten-
sion so they can create a glassy new en-
trance and set the Chrysler Building-
sized tower off to the side. 

The portion of the building slated 
for destruction is a service area that 
is not architecturally significant, the 
firms claimed.

If city officials don’t approve the 
change, the developers told residents 
they would just erect their massive new 
tower flush against the back of the bank 
— blocking its windows, and creating 
an unattractive flat wall along Flatbush 
Avenue Extension.

The city’s Landmarks Preservation 
Commission has shot down changes to 
the protected building before —  it re-

Developers want to crack open historic bank for supertower

CHOP ON A DIME!

(Above) Developers 
want to blow a hole in 
the historic Dime Sav-
ings Bank so they can 
create a new entrance 
and erect (right) a mas-
sive tower next door 
— the tallest in the 
borough. (Left) The 
builders also want to 
turn the 108-year-old 
bank’s storied interior 
into a shopping center.

fused to let previous owner JP Morgan 
Chase build a handicap ramp there in 
2013 . But one preservationist says he 
thinks the body won’t have too many 
gripes with this alteration, and doesn’t 
think its members will object to the 
neighboring tower, either.  

“Getting landmarks’ approval is 
not going to be the thing that stops it 
if someone wants to stop this tower,” 
said Simeon Bankoff of preservation 
advocacy group the Historic Districts 
Council. 

The developers bought the bank pri-
marily so they could use its air rights 
to construct the 1,066-foot tower next 
door, but they do plan to renovate it. 
Inside, they intend to rip out the 1970s 
Formica teller stations to make room 
for retail stores, and they promised to 
restore the building’s cracked facade 
and steps out the front. 

The reps also offered new details for 
the gargantuan high-rise itself. 

The needle-like building will boast a 
bronze, stone, stainless steel, and black 
granite exterior that will change colors 
as pedestrians walk past it from Fleet 
Street to Flatbush Avenue Extension, 
they said. 

And the interior will include four 
floors of retail and office space at the 
base, with 417 units of housing —  which 
will be rentals, according to a New York 
Times report  — above that.

The full community board will vote 
on the changes to the bank next, but 
its vote is only advisory — the land-
marks commission will ultimately say 
yea or nay.

This planned “supertall” skyscraper on Flatbush Avenue Extension 
and Fleet Street will rise more than 1,000 feet above Downtown.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

It is the tunnel of shove!
The Metropolitan Transporta-

tion Authority must add a second 
entrance to York Street station, 
say Dumbo residents and work-
ers, who claim the daily hordes 
are already pushing each other out 
of way to get in and out of the F 
stop’s lone, long egress, and an 
emergency situation could end 
in tragedy.

“It’s unsafe now,” said Dumbo 
resident Anna Lawton. “If any-
thing ever happens, there’s going 
to be a massive problem.” 

Modern stations have to sport 
at least two escape routes, but 

Getting the shaft
Dumbo residents demand second entrance at 
York Street subway as population skyrockets

the only way to enter or exit the 
79-year-old station on the corner 
of Jay and York streets is to make 
a lengthy trek up or down a sin-
gle ramp and flight of stairs — a 
set-up that leads to impenetrable 
crowds moving in one direction 
en masse at rush hour, according 
to one commuter.

“There should be another en-
trance because there are huge 
crowds and it’s overwhelming,” 
said artist Elizabeth Hazan, who 
works in Dumbo and avoids the 
station altogether during rush hour. 
“If you’re trying to go against the 
grain it’s impossible.”

The pit-stop’s popularity has 
swelled in recent years as the for-
merly industrial area has boomed 
with new residents, businesses, and 
tourists — an average of 9,000 peo-
ple swarmed the station every week-
day in 2014, up from around 6,000 in 
2009, according to  agency data .  

And the neighborhood’s num-
bers are set to surge even further 
in the coming years — there are 
several  huge  office  buildings  in 

Masses of people flood through York Street station’s lone exit during morning rush hour.
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A map shows where York Street station runs underground 
southeasterly from the entrance at York and Jay streets.
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By Allegra Hobbs
Brooklyn Paper

The only taboo topic at this 
mothers’ group is mothering.

A Park Slope sex shop is hosting 
a monthly meetup where moms gab 
about their erotic experiences, sex-
ual fantasies, and penis preferences. 
The ladies aren’t allowed to discuss 
their kids, but their leader insists 
the kink counsel ultimately helps 
them become better parents.

“Children in Park Slope came 
from f------,” said Sid Azmi, owner 
of Fifth Avenue pleasure empo-
rium Please, where she hosts the 
monthly meetings dubbed “Ba-
nana Pancakes.” “In order for us 
to perpetuate the happiness we get 
from our children, we need to go 
back to the root and say ‘This is 
how we got here.’ ”

Azmi says she started the group 
after noticing many of her fellow 
matriarchs were losing touch with 
their sensual sides — partly due 
to the whirlwind life-changes that 
come with motherhood, but also 
because there is a societal shroud 

Raising kids — and eyebrows
Park Slope moms’ group only talks about sex when you become a mother, but 

that doesn’t have to be the case,” 
she said. “You can be a mother 
and still be a woman.”

The gab sessions are completely 
judgment-free zones, said one at-
tendee — the mamas share their 
turn-ons and masturbation hab-
its, and even toss around illicit 
topics such as extra-marital af-
fairs and threesomes.  

“There’s a lot of encouragement,” 
said Nora, who declined to share her 
last name. “It’s cheering on other 
people who aren’t feeling like sexual 
beings anymore, and telling them 
‘You’re awesome, you’re beautiful, 
if you still want to have sex you 
should go out and get it!’ ”

The moms are also encouraged 
to broaden their sexual horizons, 
Azmi said — a professional dom-
inatrix was a guest presenter at a 
Feb. 26 session where the ladies 
bonded over bondage.

Banana Pancakes meetings 
are held monthly at Please [557 
Fifth Ave. between Prospect 
Park West and 16th Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 788–6969, www.
pleasenewyork.com]. Free.

of silence around sexuality after 
giving birth.

Moms are expected to be nur-
turing beings who put their kids’ 

needs first, said Azmi, but that 
should not mean forgetting their 
own needs.

“There is a loss of identity 

Sid Azmi, shown at her Fifth Avenue shop Please, believes 
motherhood and dildos can go hand-in-hand.
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By Gersh Kuntzman
Brooklyn Paper

This week on  Brooklyn 
Paper Radio , Borough Presi-
dent Adams made his second 
appearance on the show, this 
time talking with hosts Gersh 
Kuntzman and Vince DiMiceli 
about his recent trip to Israel, 
where he witnessed stabbings 
first hand — though Gersh re-
minded him he didn’t have to 
go halfway around the world 
for that.

The Beep also came out 
swinging against the runaway 
housing that’s resulted from the 
Downtown Brooklyn rezoning 
and came out swinging in favor 
of, well, more swinging! Adams 
says he’s a strong advocate of 
bringing Mixed Martial Arts 
fighting to New York — the 
only state where it is banned. 

ON THE RADIO

Beep grapples 
trolley, MMA 

Such a move, of course, would 
benefit Brooklyn, Adams said, 
as Ronda Rousey and Co. could 
soon be competing at Barclays 
— and borough kids could be 

inspired to stay healthy (though, 
frankly, his argument in that 
area was a bit sketchy).

Most important, Adams said 
the “devil is in the details” of 
the mayor’s plan for a $2.5-bil-
lion trolley from Sunset Park 
to distant Queens, voicing con-
cerns about many of the flaws 
 exposed in Brooklyn Paper cov-
erage .

Then, the boys sat down 
with Jason Adams, whose new 
“Brooklyn” lapel pins (along 
with others from far-off places 
like Staten Island) are sweep-
ing the nation. Adams and Jor-
dan Roschwalb of pin maker 
Pintrill.com said Brooklyn is 
obviously the perfect label ac-
cessory, but Manhattan has its 
supporters, including Gersh’s 
girlfriend, who is awesome.

Find the show online at 
BrooklynPaper.com/radio.

Borough President Ad-
ams want to legalize 
mixed martial arts.
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See DUMBO  on page 10
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Grand
Reopening

By Allegra Hobbs
Brooklyn Paper

Talk about a circular 
argument.

Transportation of-
ficials unveiled plans 
for new bike lanes on 
several busy Bush-
wick thoroughfares to 
the neighborhood’s com-
munity board last Wednes-
day night, but gained little 
support from panel members 
who demanded the city crack 
down on two-wheeled men-
aces who rampage unchecked 
through their streets before 
paving the way for more 
pedal-pushers.

“When a car hits a biker, 
they’re going to jail — but 
when a bike hits a car they 
don’t want to fix nothing,” said 
Community Board 4 member 
Robert Camacho following 
the Department of Transpor-
tation’s presentation. “We’re 
willing to give you bike lanes, 
but when something happens, 
you have to take the fall.”

But department reps said 
the lane-deficient nabe is al-
ready heavily trafficked by cy-
clists, and the separate paths 
will help keep both parties 
safer. More than 700 bike 
riders make their way down 

Knickerbocker Avenue on 
weekend days, for instance, 
but currently have to maneu-
ver around cars on the busy 
one-way street.

The city’s plan —  developed 
after a year of consultation with 
locals  — is to install lanes on 
Irving and Knickerbocker av-
enues between Cooper Street 
and Flushing Avenue, as well 
as on Jefferson Avenue, Corne-
lia Street, and Hancock Street 
between Broadway and Wyck-
off Avenue. 

The bike-averse Bushwick-
ians questioned whether the 
changes would actually make 
a difference, however, claim-
ing cyclists in the neighbor-
hood often roll outside the few 
lanes that already exist and 
have no regard for the pedes-
trians and drivers they share 
the road with. 

“They’ll go any which way 
— whether you have arrows, 
lights, or whatever,” said Mary 
McClellan, who called for 

Vicious cycle
Bushwick board not fans 
of bike-lane plan, bikes

NHS�of�Bedford-Stuyvesant�will�provide 
 

‘CONDITIONAL�GRANTS’�up�to�$27,000 
 

to�FIRST-TIME�HOMEBUYERS,�to�assist�with�the�acquisition�and�
rehabilitation�of�their�first�home. 

 

A� required� minimum� of� 51%� of� the� grant� must� be� used� toward� the��
rehabilitation� of� the� acquired� property.� Qualified� properties� include� 1-2�
family� homes� and� condominiums.� Qualified� applicants� must� currently�
reside�in�community�boards�3,�4,�5,�8,�or�16.�The�selection�process�will�be�
conducted�through�a�lottery. 

 

TO�DOWNLOAD�APPLICATION� 

www.NHSBedStuy.org 
� 

TO�PICK�UP�APPLICATION� 

1012�Gates�Avenue,�1st�Floor 
(between�Ralph�and�Broadway)� 

Brooklyn,�New�York�11221 
 

Made�possible�through�funding�from�the�New�York�State�Homes�and�
Community�Renewal�New�York�State�Affordable�Corporation’s�Affordable�
Homeownership�Development�. 

A cyclist pedals down Knickerbocker Avenue, a ma-
jor thoroughfare with no designated bike lane.
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bikes to be fastened with li-
cense plates for easy identifi-
cation in case one ever mowed 
her over.

A handful of local cyclists 
spoke up in favor of the plan, 
countering that power-mad 
motorists are the real men-
ace and that lane markings 
remind them not to plow into 
innocent bike commuters. 

“I believe bike lanes make 
the road a safer place, not be-
cause of the behavior of the 
cyclists but because of the ed-
ucation of motorists, who are 
always going to be more dan-
gerous and more belligerent 
about their right to the road,” 
said Tucker Sabath. “The min-
ute you put paint on the street, 
the motorists become more 

sympathetic to the physical 
safety of the cyclists.”

After the lengthy debate, 
the board had to put off vot-
ing on the proposal until next 
month’s meeting because it 
didn’t have enough members 
present for a quorum.

If the city goes ahead with 
the plan, the new lanes will 
appear this summer and the 
department will immediately 
kick off efforts to expand the 
routes in 2017.

The transportation depart-
ment will also make an effort 
to educate bikers and drivers 
about safe road-sharing be-
fore the lanes go in, the reps 
said — which will include dis-
tributing lights, bells, and hel-
mets to cyclists.

Brooklyn’s
boulevard
battle lines

MEAN
Streets

By Allegra Hobbs
Brooklyn Paper

What a plot twist!
City preservation bigwigs 

have buried a controversial 
proposal to landmark the en-
tirety of Green-Wood Ceme-
tery, instead opting to keep 
just three structures on the site 
in the running for the designa-
tion — and that is just fine by 
historic-building buffs, who 
say the famed burial ground 
would be hellish to main-

tain under the full protec-
tive shroud. 

“I think this is a very good 
decision and compromise,” 
said Simon Bankoff of pres-
ervation advocacy group the 
Historic Districts Council. 

Landmarks Preservation 
Commission officials re-
vealed at a hearing on Tues-
day they are now only looking 
to landmark the graveyard’s 
Gothic chapel and a couple 
of 19th-century gatehouses.

Cemetery honchos had 

Altar-ation
City won’t landmark entire 
Green-Wood Cemetery 

Green-Wood’s eye-catching Fifth Avenue entrance 
is already a landmark.
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been dead-set against an ear-
lier plan to bestow the des-
ignation on every inch of the 
site, which  they feared  would 
make it difficult for grieving 

plot-holders to change loved 
one’s gravestones.

Commissioners will make 
their decision on the three build-
ings by the end of the year.
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BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT SERVICES

Free bereavement support services for adults who have had a loss
(Loved one is not required to have had hospice care)

Contact our Bereavement Department at 347.226.4823

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Sending streetcars over 
the Gowanus Canal may be 
a bridge too far!

The city may have to build 
new crossings for Brook-
lyn’s nautical purgatory and 
the Newtown Creek to ac-
commodate the trolley sys-
tem Mayor DeBlasio wants 
to construct along the bor-
ough’s waterfront, officials 
revealed on Friday.

Planners factored in funds 
for the brand-new spans in the 
trolley’s projected $2.5-billion 
price tag in case they can’t 
run tracks across existing 
bridges, Deputy Mayor Ali-
cia Glen told reporters dur-
ing a press briefing touting 
the scheme. 

“We took a very conser-
vative approach and ensured 
even new bridges could be ac-
commodated,” said mayoral 
spokesman Wiley Norvell af-
ter the meeting, at which jour-
nalists were instructed not to 
quote anyone verbatim. 

The city still hasn’t an-
nounced the tram’s exact route 
from Sunset Park to Queens, 
but it will have to traverse both 
toxic waterways while com-
ing in and out of Red Hook 
and Greenpoint. 

Press materials show a 
mock-up of tracks going over 
Greenpoint’s Pulaski Bridge 

Bridging the gaps
City may have to build two new spans for streetcar

A rendering shows the proposed streetcar going 
over the Pulaski Bridge, but city honchos admit that 
may be a total fantasy.

— where the city  struggled for 
years to balance the weight of 
new bike paths  with the draw-
bridge mechanism — but Glen 
acknowledged that may not 
actually be possible.

The new crossings could 
include bike and pedestrian 
paths, she added.

In the weeks since the 

mayor announced his  so-
called Brooklyn-Queens 
Connector project , critics 
 have slammed the scheme  
as a boondoggle designed 
for the real-estate industry 
rather than to move people 
around efficiently, and offi-
cials attempted some damage 
control at the meeting.

They claimed the streetcar 
would have “right of way” for 
75- to 80-percent of the path 
— pushing back against skep-
tics who are predicting the 
system will be a glorified bus 
on rails that will get bogged 
down in traffic.

They also encouraged re-
porters to reject the charac-
terization of the streetcar —  a 
plan first created by businesses 
and developers along the pro-
posed route  — as a service 
designed for yuppies, stress-
ing the 40,000 public-hous-
ing residents who live along 
the path and the connections 
to transit-starved industrial 
hubs such as the Navy Yard 
and Brooklyn Army Terminal. 
The city claims 50,000 strap-
hangers will ride the rails once 
the system is up and running 
some time after 2024.

But the honchos could of-
fer few assurances on  fears 
the tram’s ticketing system 
will not work in concert with 
subways and buses . They esti-
mated half the streetcar’s rid-
ers will use it in conjunction 
with the state-run system, but 
couldn’t guarantee any free 
transfers for riders switching 
between modes on their daily 
commutes —  echoing  the may-
or’s recent admission that dis-
cussions with the Metropoli-
tan Transportation Authority 
are in their early days.

Monkey 
business
A pair of Bolivian titi monkeys 
will make their debut at Prospect 
Park Zoo on the weekend of Feb. 
27, just in time for the its Lunar 
New Year celebration to ring in 
the Year of the Monkey! The pri-
mates — a lady and a gent — will 
move in with a couple of white-
faced saki monkeys, another 
South American species.W
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For more information and to find out about our other 
great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch, call 
800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must open a Flushing Bank Complete Checking Plus account. Get the complete 
access and control you desire with a competitive interest rate and banking on-the-go with our 
Flushing Bank Mobile2 app.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New money only. APY effective February 12, 2016. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot 
be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. A new Complete Checking Plus account 
with a $5,000 minimum initial deposit is required to receive the CD with the advertised rate. Certain fees and restrictions may apply. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance 
is $5,000. A new checking account is not required for IRA accounts. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details. 2 Flushing Bank Mobile Banking is available to all Flushing Bank online 
banking users. Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

36-Month CD

1.50%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

24-Month CD

1.30%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill-
Downtown

A fiend knocked a guy out 
then knifed him on DeKalb 
Avenue on Feb. 21.

The victim told cops he 
was strolling near Flatbush 
Avenue Extension with his 
girlfriend at 3 pm when a 
villain punched him in the 
back of the head, knocking 
him out cold. The baddie then 
stabbed him in the left leg 
and slashed his face while 
he was unconscious, author-
ities said.

The girlfriend said she 
was walking ahead and did 
not see the incident, police 
reported. 

As soon as she saw what 
had happened, she flagged 
down a cab and took her 
sweetheart to the hospital, 
said officials.

Oh, brother
A fraudster cheated a 

Henry Street man out of more 
than $1,000 on Feb. 15 by tell-
ing the guy his brother was 
being held captive.

The victim — who lives 
near Cranberry Street — said 
he got a call from someone 
saying his sibling was in-
volved in a hit and run, and 
they were holding him. 

The caller said the goons 
were going to shoot him if he 
didn’t wire $1,600 through 

Money Gram.
The man did as he was told 

and sent the money to Puerto 
Rico, but when he spoke to his 
dad, he found out his brother 
was fine and at work in Bos-
ton, cops said.

Bad sports
A trio of thieves lifted more 

than $1,500 worth of athletic 
gear from a Fulton Street store 
on Feb. 15. 

The witness said three 
goons with hoodies over their 
faces entered the store near 
Hoyt Street at 7:41 pm and pro-
ceeded to remove four pairs of 
leggings, 12 sweatshirts, and 
10 pairs of sweatpants. They 
skipped the cash register and 
left the shop without paying, 
police reported.

Cutting it up
A scoundrel stole a guy’s 

phone at knifepoint on York 
Street on Feb. 17.

The victim was walking 
to work at 8:15 am when he 
was approached by a crook 
near Gold Street, who asked 
to use his phone to make a 
call. The victim handed over 
his cell, but when he asked for 
it back, the cretin flashed a 
knife and told him that wasn’t 
going to happen, according 
to a police report. 

Just for kicks
Four nogoodniks relieved 

two people of their money and 
shoes while they were stroll-
ing in Brooklyn Bridge Park 

Brute knocks man out cold and stabs him
near Furman Street on Feb. 
20.

The duo said they were near 
Pier 2 at 7 pm when a quar-
tet of crooks followed them 
then demanded their cash and 
footwear, police said.

After the victims handed 
both over, the punks told them 
to stay in the park and threat-
ened to harm them if they told 
police, said a report. One of 
the victims told police he saw 
a black handle from a gun 
that was in one of the goon’s 
pockets.

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Cheap shot
Some miscreant took his 

road rage out on a guy by 
shooting him in the groin on 
Fulton Street on Feb. 20.

The victim said he was 
walking to his car near Put-
nam Avenue at 9:52 am when 
he got in an argument with 
the occupant of a blue vehi-
cle. Instead of making nice, 
the lowlife shot the guy on the 
right side of his pelvic area, 
police reported.

The victim went to the hos-
pital, but his shooter has yet to 
been found, said police.

Steak ’n’ take 
A crook stole a guy’s phone 

on the subway on Feb. 16 then 
threatened the victim with a 
steak knife when he chased 
him to Fulton Street.

The victim said he was on 
a Prospect Heights-bound 2 
train at 11 am looking at pic-
tures on his iPhone when the 
doors opened at Nevins Street 
and a goon grabbed the phone 
from his hand and fled.

The guy followed the lout 
and caught up with him as 
he was waiting for the bus 
on the corner of Livingston 
and Nevins streets and asked 
for his property back, but the 
crook didn’t consent — in-
stead, he pulled out a beef-
cutting-blade from inside of 
his jacket, said “Look,” and 
fled, a report said.

Trained thieves
A pair of punks snatched a 

phone from a woman’s hand 
as she was riding the C train 
from Broadway Junction on 
Feb. 14.

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

The lady told police she 
sitting in the second-to-
last car of a Manhattan-
bound locomotive at 10:45 
pm when a couple of rogues 
got on and sat directly across 
from her.

When the train stopped at 
Fulton Street, the sticky-fin-
gered pair grabbed her phone 
from her and fled, accord-
ing to a report. 

Midnight snack
A slimeball snuck into a 

S. Portland Avenue restau-
rant while it was closed for 
the night and stole a wad of 
cash sometime overnight on 
Feb. 15.

The owner said he closed 
up for the night at 10:45 pm, 
and when he returned to the 
shop near Fulton Street at 
11 am the next day, he no-
ticed someone had entered 
through the window and ex-
ited $300 richer.  
 — Lauren Gill

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope 

Bad taste
A villain punched a diner 

employee and threatened him 
with a knife at a Fifth Ave-
nue diner on Feb. 5.

The victim was working 
at the eatery between Ninth 
and 10th streets at 10:30 pm 
when he got into a verbal spat 
with the lowlife and asked him 
to leave, according to a po-
lice report.

The bad guy then punched 
the victim several times in 
the head, pushed him to the 
floor, and brandished a knife 
before hoofing it, authorities 
said. The perp also caused 
damage to the diner before 
he left, cops said.

Hack attack
Some jerk snatched a 

taxi driver’s license from 
his cab while it was parked 
at Fifth and Fourth avenues 
in the early morning hours 
of Feb. 9.

The 63-year-old driver told 
cops he left his car parked at 
the corner the night before, but 
when he returned at around 
4 am, the car door was open 
and his taxi license was gone 
from the holder on the back of 
his seat. There was no sign of 
broken glass or damage to the 
door, authorities said.

Shrimp scamp 
Police arrested an em-

ployee of a Third Street gro-
cery store who they say stole 
a bunch of shrimp and other 
foods on Feb. 9.

Another employee of the 
market near Third Avenue 
was conducting random bag 
searches at 8:10 am when he 
noticed the alleged crook’s 
bag was stuffed with $75 
worth of shrimp, some cream 
lime sauce, and orange juice, 
authorities said.

The suspect had no proof 
of purchase for the items, and 
cops cuffed him at the scene, 
according to a police report.
 — Allegra Hobbs

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Lottery scam
A phony lottery official 

scammed an elderly Shore 
Road woman out of $5,000 
on Feb. 12, police said.

The woman received a call 
at her home near 91st Street 
around noon from a man call-
ing himself “Mr. Nvivi” who 
told her she won the lottery 
but had to send $5,000 to 
claim her prize. She did, but 
never received her supposed 
big payout, police said.

Cold welcome
A trio of brutes assaulted 

a Connecticut man visiting 
an ex-girlfriend at her Bay 
Ridge Parkway apartment on 
Feb. 16, police said.

The man was in the hall-
way of the building near Third 
Avenue when the three sur-
rounded him and started beat-
ing him, he told police. One 

grabbed his smartphone in 
the chaos and all three fled 
in a green sport utility ve-
hicle.

Grab-illac
A pair of masked thieves 

stole a set of rims and tires 
from a limousine service’s 
Cadillac Escalade parked 
in its Seventh Avenue lot 
on Feb. 17, according to a 
police report.

An employee parked the 
luxury sport utility vehicle 
in the unlocked parking lot 
near 80th Street around noon. 
Surveillance video from that 
night shows an unmarked 
white van pull into the park-
ing lot around 3:45 am and 
two men jump out.

One acted as lookout on 
the corner as the other jacked 
the rims from the Cadillac, 
the video shows. Once they 
had the goods loaded in the 
van they fled in it on Seventh 
Avenue towards 81st Street, 
police said.

— Dennis Lynch

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

L train beating
Three dirtbags bashed and 

robbed a straphanger on an 
L train near the Bedford Av-
enue stop on Feb. 21.

The victim told cops one 
of the brutes first approached 
him as he boarded the train 
in Manhattan at around 1:20 
am and leered threateningly, 
“Do you want something?” 
The victim moved down the 
train car to avoid the snake, 
but as the train entered the 
tunnel to Brooklyn, the same 
wretch approached him again 
and punched him on the left 
side of his face, police said.

The victim tried to fight 
back, but suddenly two other 
jerks joined in the assault and 
beat on him until he was un-
conscious, police said.

He came to at the Atlan-
tic Avenue stop in a train that 
was moving towards Man-
hattan, when he realized his 
wallet, cellphone, and credit 
cards were all missing, au-
thorities said.

The victim later found 
a fraudulent charge on his 
credit card at a Manhattan 

bar, according to a police 
report.

Window raider
A looter broke into a Clif-

ford Place apartment through 
the fire escape window and 
snatched a bunch of electron-
ics on the night of Feb. 17.

The victim left his apart-
ment near Meserole Avenue at 
around 7:30 pm and returned 
at 9:20 pm to find the rear 
window leading to the fire 
escape open, authorities said. 
The victim told cops the win-
dow had been locked when he 
left, authorities said. 

The bandit fled with a lap-
top, two cameras, and some 
camera equipment, accord-
ing to a police report.

Go gadgets go
A pirate entered a Hum-

boldt Street apartment 
through the front door on 
Feb. 19 and left with a haul 
of valuables.

The victim left his apart-
ment between Richardson 
and Frost streets at 12:30 
pm and came back around 
6 pm to find an iPod, a cell-
phone, a designer backpack, 
and a tablet missing, author-
ities said.

The victim told cops he 
had lost his keys earlier in 
the week, and his roommate 
had come home earlier and 
noticed the front door was 
unlocked, cops said.

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Bushwick

Purse snatch
Cops collared two teens 

who they say bashed a woman 
in the head and snatched her 
purse on Boerum Street on 
Feb. 20.

The victim told cops she 
was between Manhattan Av-
enue and Leonard Street at 
7:20 pm when she felt a tug 
at the pocketbook and turned 
around to see the duo trying 
to grab her purse.

The kids then allegedly 
punched her in the side of 
the head and ripped the purse 
off her shoulder, pushing her 
to the ground, before flee-
ing through the yard of a 
nearby residence, authori-
ties said.

Police arrested two teen 
boys, a 15- and 16-year-old, 
for the crime the next day, ac-
cording to a police report.

Cash bagged
An armed bandit wearing 

a ski mask and latex gloves 
robbed a Metropolitan Ave-
nue gas station at gunpoint 
on Feb. 21.

An employee told cops the 
reprobate came into the con-
venience store near Varick 
Avenue at around 11:40 am 
and pointed a gun at him, say-
ing “I’ll kill you if you don’t 
give me all the money.”

The dirtbag went behind 
the counter and pulled $250 
from the register, placing the 
cash in a clear plastic bag be-
fore fleeing down Ten Eyck 
Street towards Stewart Av-
enue, cops said.

The guy was wearing a 
black ski mask, a gray hoodie, 
a black baseball cap, and blue 
latex gloves while commit-
ting the crime, according to 
a police report.

Aw, ’nuts
A knife-wielding rogue 

robbed a Grand Street dough-
nut shop on Feb. 17 after ask-
ing for a couple of the deli-
cious cakes.

The victim was working at 
the shop near Bushwick Ave-
nue at 7:05 pm when the ruf-
fian came in and asked for two 
of the fried dough treats, po-
lice said. When the employee 
turned around to get the pas-
tries, the ruffian leaped onto 
the counter and snatched 
roughly $300 from the reg-
ister, authorities said.

The employee turned 
around and saw the goon 
standing over her, holding a 
knife, before the perp hoofed 
it down Grand Street towards 
Humboldt Street, according 
to a police report.

Double trouble
Cops cuffed a guy who 

they say looted a Bushwick 
Avenue deli while wielding 
two knives on the night of 
Feb. 18.

The victim told cops the 
man came into the deli near 
Boerum Street at around 
11:50 pm and allegedly said 
“Give me all your money” 
while brandishing a pair of 
blades. The guy then alleg-
edly waved one of the knives 
in the store clerk’s face in a 
slashing motion while the em-
ployee forked over the cash, 
said cops.

Police arrested the alleged 
crook the next day, and took 
two knives from him, accord-
ing to a police report.

— Allegra Hobbs
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Mean girls

These girls are Nsane!
A group of teenage girls obsessed with a boy 

band wind up kidnapping one of the band mem-
bers in the out-of-control new young adult novel 
“Kill the Boy Band.” The author of the black 
comedy, who will appear at Word bookstore on 
March 1, says it ain’t no lie — she can relate to 
the obsessions displayed by by by the charac-
ters in her debut novel.

“I definitely recognize that as a fan myself, I 
know what it means to be a very passionate fan in 
general. I know where that passion comes from,” 
said Gravesend author Goldy Moldavsky.

However, Moldavsky’s devotion to the band 
Death Cab for Cutie never got to the point of 
stalking the band members and holding them 
against their will, she says. But the felonious 
(and potentially murderous) actions of her char-
acters are just an exaggerated result of feelings 
any fan can undertand, she says. 

“I hope that people can relate to it even though 
it is outlandish,” said Moldavsky. “A lot of peo-
ple know what it is like to be a big fan, to be 
passionate about something. I take that passion 
and make it into an extreme.”

Moldavsky was inspired to write the book af-
ter watching a British documentary about boy 
band-crazed teenage girls. She became fasci-
nated by the outlandish things the fans said about 
the tightly-choreographed objects of their obses-
sion, she said — “dark things about what they 
would do if they had access to these boys and 
if anyone came between them.”

She created her own fictional band “The Ru-
perts,” but used details from real-life fans she 
had witnessed or heard about, including a story 
about a teenage girl with the face of pop star 
Enrique Iglesias tattooed on her chest. The idea 
was so outlandish she had to include it in her 
book, Moldavsky said. 

The Brooklyn native declined to reveal much 
about her follow-up novel, but it seems to in-
volve a similar macabre combination of youth 
and violence. 

“I can’t say too much about it,” she said. “But 
it’s about kids at a summer camp who are cut-
throat idealists.”  

“Kill the Boy Band” reading at Word  [126 
Franklin St. between Milton and Noble streets 
in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096, www.word-
bookstores.com]. March 1 at 7 pm. Free. 
 — Julianne Cuba

B O O KS

By Dennis Lynch
Brooklyn Paper

I
t’s time to get opera close 
and personal!

Brooklyn’s Regina Opera 
Company aims to draw in new 
fans with a swashbuckling Scot-
tish tale of murder, betrayal, 
and astounding arias. The tragic 
love tale “Lucia di Lammer-
moor,” opening on March 5, 
is an ideal introduction to op-
era for newcomers, according 
to its stage manager.

“There are some sword 
fights and it’s all love, mad-
ness, and murder,” Linda 
Lehr said. “And even though 
they’re in a different time pe-
riod, all of the things people 
go through in relationships are 
there. You’re going to find this 

more accessible that you think 
it will be.”

The lyrics of the opera, writ-
ten by 19th century composer 
Gaetano Donizetti, are in Ital-
ian, but every line of “Lucia di 
Lammermoor” has been trans-
lated into English and will be 
projected above the stage dur-

ing performances.
The production is a no-

brainer for those looking to 
get their operatic feet wet. 
But visitors should not let the 
affordable price tag and all-
volunteer lineup of perform-
ers fool them — the group is 
as professional as it gets, the 
company’s president said.

“You can call us a small or 
a medium-size opera, but do 
not call us an amateur opera 
company,” Francine Garber-
Cohen said.

The company’s singers, ac-
companied by a 35-piece or-
chestra, create a night the au-
dience will never forget, Lehr 
said.

“The first time you sit in a 
theater with an orchestra and 
singers performing without mi-

crophones is a pretty thrilling 
and visceral feeling,” she said. 
“The emotion is so strong in 
the music in this opera — it 
carries you along.”

Donizetti loosely based 
“Lucia di Lammermoor” on 
Sir Walter Scott’s novel “The 
Bride of Lammermoor,” about 
a woman whose love for a man 
from a rival family is thwarted 
by her ambitious brother, who 
wants her to marry a local 
lord. As Lehr describes the 
plot: “Nothing ends well, but 
there is some really cool sing-
ing in between.”

The opera features some fa-
mously challenging arias, and 
the cast of promising young 
singers and stage veterans are 
sure to impress.

The company will also offer 
two free performances before 
the official start of the run: a 
selection of opera and Broad-
way numbers at Vesuvio res-
taurant in Bay Ridge on Feb. 
27 at 4 pm, and a free preview 
of “Lucia di Lammermoor” on 
March 1 at Our Lady of Perpet-
ual Help at 7:30 pm, but with a 
piano accompaniment instead 
of a full orchestra.

Oh, great Scots!
Opera sings a Scottish tragedy

By Allegra Hobbs
Brooklyn Paper

D
ear diary, today a group of strangers 
got to hear all about you. 

A Bushwick playwright has turned 
her teenage diary into a multi-media mu-
sical about the pains of high school ro-
mance. “I’ll Never Love Again,” opening 
at the Bushwick Starr on Feb. 24, provides 
a window into the hyper-emotional adoles-
cent brain that it is rarely seen in the main-
stream media, says the playwright.

“I don’t see my true weird teenage self 
reflected in any of the books or popular 
movies that I’m consuming,” said Clare 
Barron, who also acts in the show. “I re-

member it being a really existential time 
of life where you’re thinking about the big 
questions.”

The play focuses on the diary pages scrib-
bled in the days after 16-year-old Barron 
was dumped for the first time. She com-
pulsively wrote down every detail of the 
time she spent with her high school sweet-
heart, terrified of forgetting how it felt to 

be in love for the first time. 
The production narrates the heartbreak 

through both quirky musical numbers and 
straight theater — the first act features a 
12-piece choir singing the words of the jour-
nal gospel-style, while the second act fea-
tures more traditional scenes, with diverse 
characters acting out dialogue taken word-
for-word from the lovelorn entries. The play 
uses actors of different ages and genders 
to express Barron’s teenage thoughts, as a 
way of making the story speak to a broad 
range of audience members.

“I didn’t want it to be about me,” said 
Barron. “I want to share it among many 
different voices, and I wanted to let the 
language live in the bodies of many dif-

ferent actors so it didn’t become about this 
singular person’s experience.”

Barron hopes that the place can help 
audience members better understand their 
present selves by confronting their forma-
tive pasts.

“I wanted to investigate the psyche of 
someone changing the way they thought 
about love and sex in very small incre-
ments,” she said.

Barron did omit a few particularly em-
barrassing passages, she says, because 
she feared the hyper-personal anecdotes 
might detract from the show’s universal 
appeal.

“I wanted the emotional truth of what 
I was saying to land,” she said. 

From anguish to art
Writer’s teen diary becomes heartbroken musical

“Lucia di Lammermoor” 
at Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help School auditorium 
[5901 Sixth Ave. between 
59th and 60th streets in 
Sunset Park, (718) 259–
2772, www.reginaopera.
org]. March 5–6, 12–13 
at 3 pm. $26 ($21 seniors 
and students, $5 teens, 
kids free).

O P E R A

“I’ll Never Love Again” at the Bush-
wick Starr [207 Starr St. between Irving 
and Wyckoff avenues, (917) 623–9669, 
www.thebushwickstarr.org]. Feb. 24 – 
March 19. $18.

M U S I CA L

Star-crossed lovers: In Gaetano Donizetti’s “Lucia di 
Lammermoor,” Alexis Cregger’s character Lucia Ashton 
(front) is in love with a familial rival, much like in Shake-
speare’s “Romeo and Juliet.”
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Dear diary: Playwright Clare Barron holds her teenage diary, which she has adapted into a musical about the pains of first love and first heartbreak.
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He stumbled into something great.
An international documentary screening at the 

Brooklyn Academy of Music next month high-
lights the power of art to transform the lives of 
children. But the director of “Art Connect” had 
no idea what would result when he brought his 
camera to Laventille, a region of Trinidad and 
Tobago with a dangerous reputation.

“What was supposed to be a three-week proj-
ect with a five-minute video ended up being a 
year project with a feature documentary,” said 
director Miquel Galofre.

Instead of focusing on the area’s violence, the 
Spanish filmmaker put the spotlight on a group 
of children participating in a community arts 
project. His film follows eight of the 40 children 
participating in the “Arts Connect” program, 
which brought them together with local artists. 
The kids created visual art, music, and mini-
documentaries of their home lives with GoPro 
cameras — an element that Galofre said added 
a whole new element to his movie.

“My favorite moment in the film is probably 
the GoPro footage that the students filmed by 
themselves. It gave us an access that is price-
less and it showed how open and engaged with 
the project they were,” Galofre said. 

Galofre hopes audiences will look at the strug-
gles of these young people as an international 
topic, and will realize how instrumental art can 
be to making positive changes. 

“To talk, to share your concerns, to open your-
self and to get a passion can really completely 
change your life,” he said. 

“Art Connect” will screen as part of the quar-
terly Caribbean Film series, a collaboration be-
tween BAMcinematek, the Brooklyn Cinema 
Collective, and the Caribbean Film Academy. 
The co-founder of Academy says that the screen-
ing shows the universal power of art.

“To quote one of the young men in the film, 
‘Art is a picture of life.’ To see these Trinida-
dian youths lives transform on screen is amaz-
ing. We’re ecstatic to finally be able to present 
this documentary to Brooklyn and New York 
City audiences,” said Justen Blaize. 

“Art Connect” will not be a one-and-done 
type of documentary. Galofre intends to shoot 
a follow-up about the children’s lives 10 years 
after their participation in the program.

“Art Connect” at BAM Rose Cinema [30 
Lafayette Ave. between Ashland Place and 
St. Felix Street in Fort Greene, (718) 636–
4100, www.bam.org] March 15 at 7:30 pm. 
$14. — Alley Olivier

Kids connect
C I N E M A
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
February 26

Hail Caesar!
Before Academy 
Awards excitement 
consumes us, a nod 
to the audio arts: 
Brooklyn band Great 
Caesar blends brass 
and indie-rock into 
catchy tunes, and the 
six-piece will rock 
and rule on the Knit-
ting Factory stage 
tonight.

8 pm at Knitting Factory 
[361 Metropolitan Ave. 
between Havemeyer and 
N. Fourth streets in 
Williamsburg, (347) 529–
6696, bk.knittingfactory.
com]. $12 ($10 in 
advance).

SATURDAY
February 27

Short stuff
The key to winning 
the office Oscar pool 
lies in those often-
overlooked minor 
categories — like 
Best Short Film (Ani-
mated). Get the edge 
on the competition 
by catching all five 
nominees (including 
Sanjay’s Super Team, 
pictured), plus a 
handful of other 
acclaimed shorts that 
just missed the mark. 

4:30 and 6:50 pm at BAM 
Rose Cinema [30 
Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. 
Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636–4100, 
www.bam.org]. $14.

SUNDAY
February 29

The award 
goes to…
You deserve your own 
walk down the red 
carpet, and you can 
get it tonight at Little-
field, which rolls out a 
red rug for attendees 
at its free Academy 
Awards Screening 
Party. A photo booth 
will capture your look 
in lieu of paparazzi, 
and there will be 
themed drinks, pop-
corn, and an awards 
ballot  — whoever 
picks the most win-
ners gets a prize! 

6 pm at Littlefield (622 
Degraw St. between Third 
and Fourth avenues in 
Gowanus, www.little-
fieldnyc.com). Free.

MONDAY
March 3

Holy roar
Unless it comes with a 
prize, we don’t want to 
hear about it this week. 
That also applies to 
spiritual matters, but 
tonight we can catch 
“Religious War,” a 
showdown between 
Jewish and Muslim 
comedians (incluing Mo 
Fathelbab, pictures) to 
determine which is the 
better religion.

9:30 pm at the Experi-
ment Comedy Gallery (20 
Broadway between 
Wythe and Kent avenues 
in Williamsburg, (626) 
643–4850, www.theex-
comedy.com). $10 ($8 in 
advance). 

WEDNESDAY
March 2

The award 
went to…
Did you watch the 
Oscars? Did you pay 
attention? Good, 
because beloved local 
newsman Pat Kiernan 
has some questions 
for you. The Williams-
burg resident hosts a 
“Red Carpet Trivia 
Night” with esoteric 
queries about the 
nominees and perfor-
mances at the Oscars, 
the Emmys, the Tonys, 
and the Grammys. 

7 pm at the Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. between 
Second and Third avenues 
in Gowanus, (718) 643–
6510, www.thebellhouse-
ny.com]. $15.

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, FEB. 26
ART, “THIS PLACE”: The Brooklyn Mu-

seum’s new exhibition “This Place” 
explores the complexity of Israel and 
the West Bank, as place and meta-
phor, through the eyes of twelve 
internationally acclaimed photogra-
phers. $16 suggested donation. 11 
am–6 pm. Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washington Av-
enue in Prospect Heights, (718) 638–
5000], www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

ART, IRVING PENN — WOMEN, WAR-
RIORS: An exhibition of the photog-
rapher’s posed nudes from 1949 and 
his ethnographic photos from the 
1970s. Free. Noon–5 pm. Masters 
Projects [91 Water St. at Main Street 
in Dumbo, (646) 926–2787], www.
mastersprj.com. 

READING, PEACH THE DUCK: Chil-
dren’s book author Kamla K. Mill-
wood reads from her “Peach the 
Duck” series. Free. 6:30 pm. Little 
Red Riding Hood Corp. [237 Lefferts 
Ave. between Rogers and Nostrand 
avenues in Prospect Lefferts Gar-
dens, (212) 549–1838].

MUSIC, LOSTON HARRIS TRIO: The 
group presents Swingfully Yours, an 
array of arrangements of standards 
from the Great American Songbook. 
$40. 7 pm. On Stage at Kingsbor-
ough [2001 Oriental Blvd. at Oxford 
Street in Manhattan Beach, (718) 
368–5596], www.onstageatkingsbor-
ough.org. 

ART, “THE GLASS EYE”: A multi-disci-
plinary performance piece for voice, 
music, dance, and fi lm concerning 
the disembodiment of the black 
body through police violence; and 
the subsequent protests in reac-
tion to these incidents—witnessed 
through the camera eye. Free. 7–9 
pm. Pratt Institute’s Film/Video Cen-
ter (BLDG 92 at the Brooklyn Navy 
Yard 63 Flushing Ave at Carlton Av-
enue in Fort Greene), www.myrtleav-
enue.org. 

THEATER, “PERICLES”: Pericles 
combines the adventure of an 
“Odysseus” in the Mediterranean 
with events that are seemingly mi-
raculous. An original score written 
by Tony-nominated Irish composer 
Shaun Davey helps convey the 
mystery and magic of this story of 
redemption, reconciliation, and 
forgiveness. $55-$85. 7:30 pm. The-

atre for a New Audience, Polonsky 
Shakespeare Center [262 Ashland 
Pl. between Fulton Street and Lafay-
ette Avenue in Fort Greene, (212) 
229–2819], www.tfana.org. 

COMEDY, COMEDY AT POSTMARK 
CAFE: Every Friday night is comedy 
night at Postmark! 7:30 pm. Post-
mark Cafe [326 Sixth St between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 768–2613]. 

COMEDY, BLOGOLOGUES: Come-
dians Allison Goldberg and Jen Ja-
mula perform the internet, reciting 
verbatim the most ridiculous tweets, 
comments, and Craiglist “Missed 
Connections” they can fi nd. $12 ($10 
in advance). 7:30 pm. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

THEATRE, A LITTLE NIGHT MUSIC: 
A musical featuring music and lyr-
ics by Stephen Sondheim and book 
by Hugh Wheeler. Inspired by the 
Ingmar Bergman fi lm “Smiles of 
a Summer Night.” $18. 8 pm. The 
McKinney Chapel, at First Unitarian 
Society (116 Pierrepont St., between 
Clinton St. and Monroe Place in 
Brooklyn Heights), http::// www.the-
ater2020.com. 

THEATER, “MEN ARE DOGS”: Nar-
rows Community Theater presents 
an original comedy from Joseph 
Simonelli. $20 ($15 seniors). 8 pm. 
St. Patrick’s School Auditorium [401 
97th St. at Fourth Avenue in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 482–3173], www.nar-
rowscommunitytheater.com. 

THE BIG MUSIC QUIZ THING WITH 
ROCK STAR KARAOKE: A multi-
media trivia spectacular, with a 
live karaoke rock band between 
rounds. $15 ($10 in advance). 8 pm. 
Livestream Public [195 Morgan St. at 
Stagg Street in Bushwick, (646) 762–
5999], www.livestream.nyc/events. 

MUSIC, CREOLE CARNIVAL: Creole 
Carnival Tour honors the roots of 

See 9 DAYS on page 8

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

FRI, FEB 26
RINGLING BROS. AND BARNUM 

& BAILEY PRESENTS LEGENDS: 
$15–$90. 7 pm.

SAT, FEB 27
RINGLING BROS. AND BARNUM 

& BAILEY PRESENTS LEGENDS: 
$15–$90. 11 am, 3 pm, and 7 pm.

SUN, FEB 28
RINGLING BROS. AND BARNUM 

& BAILEY PRESENTS LEGENDS: 
$15–$90. 11 am, 3 pm, and 7 pm.

TUE, MAR 1
RINGLING BROS. AND BARNUM 

& BAILEY PRESENTS LEGENDS: 
$15–$90. 10:30 am, 3 pm, and 
7 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.
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IRISH BAR & RESTAURANT

Catering Private Events
Big & Small Groups Welcomed

FREE DELIVERY!

15% 
Off

with this ad

Serving Lunch, Dinner & Weekend Brunch
Watch All Sports On Our Big Screens!

Bar 

Happy Hour

4 – 7 pm

Kids
10 & Under

Eat Free

DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to introduce 
Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-
in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and the New York Daily News’ 
Gersh Kuntzman every Monday at 4 pm for an hour 
of talk on topics Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-out 
segments, can be listened to live or played anytime 
at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH MONDAY AT 4PM AT  
BrooklynPaper.com/radio

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

Trunk show: The plus-sized pachyderms of Ringling Broth-
ers and Barnum and Bailey Circus will parade around Barclays 
Center from Feb. 26 until March 6.
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BARCLAYS CENTER
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

I
t gives an international cri-
sis a human face.

Inside a Brooklyn 
Heights church hangs a se-
ries of giant portraits — each 
an image of a recent refugee 
to the United States. The “Fac-
ing America” exhibit aims to 
counter scary stories about 
the asylum-seekers by show-
ing that they are just ordinary 
people, says the photographer 
behind the images.

“I want people to under-
stand they are regular people 
and we have to welcome them, 
because if you see their smile 
you see they’re no different 
from their neighbors,” said 
Hidemi Takagi, who lives in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant. Takagi 
will speak at an artist recep-
tion at St. Ann and the Holy 
Trinity Church on Feb. 27. 

The church commissioned 
the Japan-born photographer 
to shoot 19 refugees currently 
staying in Connecticut. Each 
subject is receiving assistance 

from Integrated Refugee and 
Immigrant Services — a pro-
gram run through the church’s 
Episcopal Migration Minis-
tries to helps them find them 

housing and jobs.
Takagi’s subjects come 

from Syria, Sudan, Congo, 
Eritrea, Afghanistan, and Iraq 
— and none of them are Chris-

tian. That detail makes people 
focus on their duty to take care 
of each other without relying 
on common bonds of religion, 
says the show’s curator. 

“We want to break down 
boundaries between Christians 
and non-Christians,” said Harry 
Weil, “It’s not just a Christian 
responsibility, it’s our respon-
sibility as Americans to take 
care of people who we don’t 
know and not just group them 
as nameless others.” 

The portraits, shot against 
a vivid red backdrop, hang 
above the pews. Each photo 
is almost four feet wide, and 
Weil says the larger-than-life 
scale of the images forces 
viewers to confront their own 
anxieties about refugees. 

“Wherever you’re standing 
you have the eyes of all these 
people on you,” he said. “It’s 
easy to look away when you 
see these images on the inter-

Meeting face to face
Church photo exhibit puts focus on refugees

net and can just click onto the 
next thing. But when you’re 
in the church, they’re look-
ing at you and you have to 
face them.” 

All of the refugees fea-
tured in the show have been 
invited to attend the artist re-
ception on Saturday. Takagi 
says they are beaming to have 
the chance to participate. 

“I think they’re pretty 
proud to be a part of this,” 
she said.

“Facing America: Por-
traits of Refugees Resettling 
in the U.S.” at St. Ann and 
the Holy Trinity Church [157 
Montague St. at Clinton St. 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
875–6960, www.stannho-
lytrinity.org], On display until 
March 25. Artist reception 
on Feb. 27 at 4 pm.

ARTS
BROOKLYN

AT BROOKLYN COLLEGE

CENTER for the PERFORMING

ROMEO 
AND JULIET
CARMEN
SUITE

Moscow Festival Ballet

Tickets: $36-$45

Sat, Mar 5 at 8pm
An evening of two one-act ballets

THE 
GOLDEN 
DRAGON
ACROBATS
Sun, Mar 13 at 3pm

Tickets: $25

BrooklynCenter.org
Box Office: 718-951-4500
Whitman Theatre at Brooklyn College

to Flatbush Avenue    On-site paid parking available2

Supported by:

By Phil Smrek
For Brooklyn Paper

T
his band is making waves. 
Brooklyn five-piece the 
Morning Sea will sail 

onto the Knitting Factory stage 
in Williamsburg on March 1, 
playing tunes from its new al-
bum “Mal de Mar” — French 
for “sea-sickness” —  released 
earlier this month. 

With the album out, the 
band has not been coasting. 
Instead, the members are 
fishing for ways to hook as 
many new listeners as they 
can, said the band’s lead singer 
and songwriter. 

“For us the idea is to fig-
ure out how we get this record 

into as many ears as possible 
through as many channels as 
possible,” said Adam Cohen. 
“With social media now there’s 
so much potential to reach a 
huge amount of people in an 
instant, but just as quickly you 
can be buried by the next new 
thing in the feed.”

The Morning Sea describes 
its sound as “Gotham Amer-
icana,” which might sound 
fishy, but is actually easy to 
describe, according to the 
band’s guitarist.

“It’s a combination of rock 
and blues with stylized New 
York City grit,” said Tony 
Long.

The album’s seven  lushly-
textured songs  are shore to 

strike a chord with listeners. 
The Park Slope producer of 
“Mal de Mar” said that he tried 
to give the songs depth, but also 
make the sound current. 

“Adam writes such great 
songs, so I wanted to feature 
his lyrics but also give the lis-
tener a deeper experience over 
multiple listens,” said Sonny 
Ratcliff, who is also the band’s 
bassist. “We were going for that 
timeless sound but with a lot of 
pop and artistic merit to it.” 

The Morning Sea at the 
Knitting Factory [361 Metro-
politan Ave. at Havemeyer 
Street in Williamsburg, (347) 
529–6696, bk.knittingfactory.
com]. March 1 at 8 pm. $12 
($10 in advance). 

Songs of the Sea
Nautical band making a splash

Two sides to every story: Each pillar in St. Ann’s Church will hold two huge pho-
tos of refugees until the end of March.

Go sea the band: “Gotham Americana” band 
the Morning Sea will rock the Knitting Factory on 
March 1.
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African musical currents 
focused on the celebration, 
borrowing from Brazil-
ian, Jamaican, and Haitian 
ways of honoring Carnival. 
$20 ($15 in advance). 8 pm. 
Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

MUSIC, THE SOUL REBELS: 
With special guests Talib 
Kweli, Buckshot of Black 
Moon, Smif N Wessun, Kirk 
Knight of Pro Era, and more. 
$20. 8 pm. Brooklyn Bowl 
[61 Wythe Ave. between 
N. 11th and N. 12th streets 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
963–3369], www.brooklyn-
bowl.com. 

MUSIC, MASSIVEMUSE: Shat-
tered Glass, a 15-member 
orchestra, performs Tchaik-
ovsky at Brooklyn Boulders 
climbing gym. Ticket price 
includes climbing gear. And 
there will be beer from Six-
point Brewery — what could 
possibly go wrong? $14-$29. 
8 pm. Brooklyn Boulders 
[575 Degraw St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (347) 
834–9066], www.brooklyn-
boulders.com. 

MUSIC, THE NOVA PROJECT: 
Featuring Ayumi Ishito 
on tenor sax, Matthew 
Albeck on guitar, and Mi-
chel Maurer on drums. $15 
suggested donation. 8:30 
pm. Ibeam Music Studio 
(168 Seventh St. between 
Second and Third avenues 
in Gowanus), www.ibeam-
brooklyn.com. 

COMEDY, BROOKE VAN 
POPPELEN HEADLINES 
A BASEMENT!: Comedian 
Brooke Van Poppelen per-
forms with Maria Heinegg, 
Seaton Smith, and Giulia 
Rozzi. $10 ($7 in advance). 
9:30 pm. Union Hall [702 

Union St. at Fifth Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

MUSIC, HOWARDIAN: The 
hip-hop group releases 
its new album “A Smurf at 
Land’s End.” With opening 
acts Avo, Feral Foster, and 
Juan M. Soria. $8. 10 pm. 
Legion Bar (790 Metropoli-
tan Ave. at Humboldt Street 
in Williamsburg), www.
legion-bar.com. 

MUSIC, THE FREEDOM 
PARTY NYC: One of the 
city’s longest-running Friday 
night dance parties pres-
ents DJs Herbert Holler, 
Cosi, and Marc Smooth. 
$10. 11:59 pm. Brooklyn 
Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. be-
tween N. 11th and N. 12th 
streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 963–3369], www.
brooklynbowl.com. 

SAT, FEB. 27
THEATER, PHANTASTIC 

THEATER: Family-friendly 
performances of “The Musi-
cal Forest” and “The Phan-
tastic Zoo” with live music, 
projected illustrative art 
and text, voice acting and 
dance. $10 ($9 kids). 11 am. 
Commons Brooklyn [388 
Atlantic Ave. between Hoyt 
and Bond streets in Boerum 
Hill, (347) 987–4966], th-
ecommonsbrooklyn.org. 

THEATER, “ALICE IN WON-
DERLAND”: Puppetworks 
presents a marionette ad-
aptation of Lewis Carroll’s 
classic, featuring an original 
song score and scenery 
based on the original illus-
trations. $10 ($9 children). 
12:30 and 2:30 pm. Pup-
petworks [338 Sixth Ave. at 
Fourth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 965–3391], www.pup-
petworks.org. 

THEATER, “PERICLES”: 2 
pm and 7 pm. See Friday, 
Feb. 26. 

MUSIC, REGINA OPERA’S 
“EMBRACE WINTER” 
CONCERT: Regina Opera 

presents a one-hour free 
concert with opera and 
Broadway selections. Free. 
4 pm. Vesuvio Restaurant 
[7305 Third Ave. between 
73rd and 74th streets in 
Bay Ridge, (718) 259–2772], 
www.reginaopera.org. 

THEATER, “THE STRONGER”: 
The New Scandinavian 
Theater Collective presents 
a one-act play by August 
Strindberg, about two souls 
who cross paths on Christ-
mas Eve. $5 drink minimum. 
6 pm. The Basement Bar 
[249 Varet St. between 
White and Bogart streets in 
Bushwick, (646) 406–8283]. 

THEATER, “CABARET”: The 
Brooklyn Theatre Club 
presents the musical set in 

1930 Berlin, and recruits 
audience members to play 
minor parts. $18 ($15 in ad-
vance). 9 pm. Muchmore’s 
[2 Havemeyer St. at N. Ninth 
Street in Williamsburg, (212) 
707–2035], www.brook-
lyntheatreclub.com. 

FILM, BAMKIDS FILM FESTI-
VAL: The festival of movies 
for kids ages 3–11 includes 
70 fi lms from 25 countries 
and in nine languages. $14 
($10 for kids). 9:30 am–4:30 
pm. BAM Rose Cinemas 
[30 Lafayette Ave. between 
Lafayatte Avenue and Han-
son Place in Fort Greene, 
(718) 636–4100], www.
bam.org. 

“UP” WITH SUNSET PARK 
CINEMA CLUB FOR KIDS: 

Enjoy the Pixar fl ick “Up” 
and dance with Brooklyn 
Salsa. Dancing at 10:30 am, 
fi lm at 11:45 am. Free with 
RSVP. 10 am. Industry City 
Factory Floor [241 37th St. 
between Second and Third 
avenues; Brooklyn, NY 
11232 in Sunset Park, (718) 
417–7362], rooftopfi lms.
com. 

MARKET, BROOKLYN FLEA 
MINI RECORD FAIR: Fif-
teen vintage vinyl vendors 
set up at the Brooklyn Flea. 
Free. 10 am–6 pm. (241 
37th St. between Second 
and Third avenues in Sunset 
Park). 

“A SOCK’S FABLES”: A fun-
fi lled, 45-minute sock pup-
pet show for kids, based on 

Aesop’s fables. With a pup-
pet-making workshop after 
the show. $15. 10:30am. 
Triskelion Arts [106 Calyer 
St. between Banker Street 
and Clifford Place in Green-
point, (718) 389–3473], 
www.triskelionarts.org. 

LUNAR NEW YEAR: Celebrate 
the Year of the Monkey with 
special activities to ring in 
the Lunar New Year, includ-
ing a monkey puppet show; 
monkey treats, scavenger 
hunt, and calligraphy les-
sons. Free with admission. 
11 am–4 pm. Prospect Park 
Zoo [450 Flatbush Ave. at 
Ocean Avenue in Prospect 
Park, (718) 399–7339], www.
prospectparkzoo.com. 

EXPRESS ART: Start off the 
weekend with a reading of 
transportation stories. Free 
with museum admission. 
11:30 am – noon. New York 
Transit Museum [Boerum 
Place at Schermerhorn 
Street in Downtown, (718) 
694–1600], www.mta.info/
mta/museum. 

AFRICAN HISTORY MONTH 
CELEBRATION FOR 
HEALTHY LIVING: Council 
Member Laurie Cumbo 
presents an African Dance 
class, presented by Amida 
Care to inspire fi tness and 
wellness. Includes spoken 
word, drumming, and sto-
rytelling. Free. Noon–4 
pm. Atlantic Terminal 
Community Center [501 
Carlton Ave. at Atlantic Av-
enue in Fort Greene, (718) 
857–8410]. 

READING, MY BROOKLYN, 
YOUR BROOKLYN: A pow-
erful spoken word “bounce-
off” between poets Darryl 
Alladice and Catherine 
Gigante-Brown about com-
ing of age in the County of 
Kings. $10. 7 pm. Yoga Sole 
[254 Windsor Pl. at 11th 
Avenue in Windsor Terrace, 
(718) 499–6199].

THEATRE, A LITTLE NIGHT 
MUSIC: 8 pm. See Friday, 
Feb. 26. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 6

SUN, FEB. 28
THEATER, “ALICE IN WON-

DERLAND”: 12:30 pm and 
2:30 pm. See Saturday, 
Feb. 27. 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN SYM-
PHONY ORCHESTRA: The 
Orchestra performs work by 
Brahms and Sibelius. Free. 
2 pm. Brooklyn Museum 
[200 Eastern Pkwy. at Wash-
ington Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

THEATER, “THE STRONGER”: 
6 pm. See Saturday, Feb. 27. 

FILM, BAMKIDS FILM FES-
TIVAL: 9:30 am–4 pm. See 
Saturday, Feb. 27. 

ARTY FACTS: Families enjoy 
a day at the museum with 
hands on activities, and 
explore the works of artists. 
Materials fee plus museum 
admission. 11 am and 1:30 
pm. Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

LUNAR NEW YEAR: 11 am to 
4 pm. See Saturday, Feb. 27. 

PET ADOPTION AT MON-
STER MUTT: Animal Care 
Centers has adoptable dogs 
and cats. Each comes vac-
cinations, spay/neuter, a 
pre-registered microchip, 
an identifi cation tag, and a 
collar. Free (adoption fees 
vary). Noon–4 pm. Mon-
ster Mutt (297 Warren St. 
between Court and Smith 
streets in Cobble Hill), www.
nycacc.org/events.htm. 

MON, FEB. 29
COMEDY, “ASK ME AN-

OTHER”: Hosted by Ophira 
Eisenberg, this rambunc-
tious hour blends brainteas-
ers and local pub trivia night 
with comedy and music. $25 
($20 in advance). 7:30 pm. 
Bell House [149 Seventh St. 
at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus, (718) 643–6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

COMEDY, “NIGHT TRAIN 
WITH WYATT CENAC”: 
Hosted by Brooklyn-based 
comedian Wyatt Cenac, 
“Night Train” is a weekly 
show that features comedy 
from the best local and in-
ternational stand up come-
dians. $5. 8 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

MODERATELY DIFFICULT 
TRIVIA: Every Monday, the 
Lodge hosts a session of its 
14-week trivia league, with 
a mega-prize at end and 
weekly prizes as well. Drop-
ins and teams welcome. 
Free. 8 pm. Sycamore [1118 
Cortelyou Rd. between 
Stratford and Westminster 
roads in Ditmas Park, (347) 
240–5850], www.sycamore-
brooklyn.com. 

COMEDY, ED SULLIVAN ON 
ACID: A stand-up comedy 
show with free candy! Cre-
ated by Pat O’Shea and 
hosted by Calvin S. Cato 
and Justin Murray. Free. 9 
pm. Freddy’s Bar [627 Fifth 
Ave. between 17th and 
18th streets in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 768–0131], 
www.freddysbar.com. 

TUES, MARCH 1
READING, “EAT, DRINK, AND 

BE LITERARY”: Celebrated 
poet and essayist Eileen 
Myles discusses her work 
over a sit-down seasonal 
dinner. $60. 6:30 pm. BAM 
Cafe (30 Lafayette Ave. be-
tween Ashland Place and St. 
Felix Street in Fort Greene), 
www.bam.org/programs/
bamcafe-live. 

MUSIC TRIVIA WITH SHANE 
AND RUTH: Five rounds 
of music trivia, including 
a “name that tune” audio 
round that covers pop, rock, 
rap, country, show tunes, 
jazz, classical, crunkcore, 
post-crunkcore, adult-ori-
ented electro-crunkcore, 
etc.). Prizes include free 
drinks, music, and more. 
Free. 7 pm. Bar Chord (1008 
Cortelyou Rd. between 
Coney Island Avenue and 
Stratford Road in Ditmas 
Park), www.facebook.com/
MusicTriviaNYC. 

THEATER, “PERICLES”: 7:30 
pm. See Friday, Feb. 26. 

WED, MARCH 2
ART, BROOKLYN FOLK ARTS 

DAY: The fi fth-annual cel-
ebration will feature interac-
tive presentations of ritual 
practices from Guyana, 
Ghana, and India. A town 
hall discussion will address 
ways to preserve, sustain, 
and demystify misconcep-
tions surrounding traditional 
rituals and cultural ceremo-
nies practiced in Brooklyn. 
Free. 6 pm. Brooklyn His-
torical Society [128 Pier-
repont St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222–4111], www.brooklyn-
history.org. 

DANCE, “TOROBAKA”: 
Renowned dance artists 
Akram Khan and Israel 
Galván square off in a work 
that is part dialogue and 
part duel. Khan draws from 
the vocabularies of kathak—
the classical South Asian 
dance form— while Galván 
works within contempo-
rary fl amenco. Starting at 
$25. 7:30 pm. BAM Howard 
Gilman Opera House (30 
Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene), 
www.bam.org. 

MUSIC, MICHAEL PETROSI-
NO’S PETRIO LIVE JAZZ 
TRIO: Free. 8 pm. The 
Room at Dizzy’s (230 Fifth 
Ave. at President Street in 
Park Slope). 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN RAGA 
MASSIVE: $15. 8 pm. Pio-
neer Works [159 Pioneer St. 
between Imlay and Conover 
streets in Red Hook, (718) 
596–3001], pioneerworks.
org. 

THURS, MARCH 3
PARK SLOPE BID MEETING: 

Meet your neighbors, enjoy 
bagels and coffee, get 
updates on BID upcoming 
activities and initiatives and 
hear a special presentation 
on how to make your busi-
ness more friendly for your 
customers with disabilities. 
Free. 9:30 am. (254 Fifth 
Ave between Carroll Street 
and Garfi eld Place in Park 
Slope), www.parkslope-
fi fthavenuebid.com. 

SENIOR TAI-CHI: Free Tai-Chi 
class for seniors. Free. 11 
am. Park Slope Senior Cen-
ter [463A Seventh St. at Sev-
enth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 832–3726]. 

ART, THURSDAY NIGHTS 
AT THE BROOKLYN MU-
SEUM: Free admission to 
the museum’s many exhibits 
and galleries every Thurs-
day evening, sponsored by 
Squarespace. Free. 6– 10 
pm. Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

THEATER, “PERICLES”: 7:30 
pm. See Friday, Feb. 26. 

MUSIC, KINGSBOROUGH 
MUSICAL SOCIETY 
CHORUS AUDITION: The 
theater, folk, and classical 
music performing group 
seeks new choral singers. 
Auditions in on the Kings-
borough College Campus, 
T-8 building, second fl oor, 
room 8207. Call Steve Fried-
man at (718) 338-9132 for 
more info. Free. 7:30 pm. 
Kingsborough Community 
College [2001 Oriental Blvd. 
at Oxford Street in Manhat-
tan Beach, (718) 368–5000], 
www.kbcc.cuny.edu. 

FRI, MARCH 4
ART, SNAKES, DRAGONS, 

AND OTHER SCALY CREA-
TURES OPENING RECEP-
TION: An exhibit of prints 
from Jung’s Red Book. 
Free. 6–8 pm. Salena Gal-
lery [1 University Plaza; Li-
brary Learning Center, fi rst 
fl oor in Fort Greene, (718) 
488–1198]. 

ART, “PRIME” OPENING RE-
CEPTION: An exhibition of 
paintings and photographs 
by Steffani Jemison. With 
a performance of “Mik-
rokosmos,” a performance 
vocabulary for voice and 
electronics. Free. 7–9 pm. 
NurtureArt [56 Bogart St. 
between Harrison Place and 
Grattan Street; Basement 
Galleries in Bushwick, (718) 
782–7755], www.nurtureart.
org. 

MUSIC, THE HIP ABDUC-
TION: 8 pm. The Hall at MP 
[470 Driggs Ave between 
N. 10th and N. 11th streets 
in Williamsburg, (718) 387–
4001], www.thehipabduc-
tion.com. 

MUSIC, BERTHA HOPE TRIO: 
Jazz pianist Bertha Hope 
performs with poets Ed 
Toney and E.J. Antonio. $15. 
8 pm. South Oxford Space 
[138 S. Oxford St. between 
Hanson Place and Atlantic 
Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(718) 398–3078], www.one-
breathrising.org. 

DANCE, DANCE-IFY THAT!: A 
dance-comedy game show 
in which eight dance duos 
have three minutes to cre-
ate choreography based 
on viral videos. $20 ($16 in 
advance). 8 pm. Triskelion 
Arts [106 Calyer St. between 
Banker Street and Clifford 
Place in Greenpoint, (718) 
389–3473], www.triskelion-
arts.org. 

THEATER, “RHINBECCA, 
NY”: A suspenseful and 
absurd play inspired by the 
works of playwright Eugene 
Ionesco and fi lmmaker Al-
fred Hitchcock. $18. 8 pm. 
The Brick [575 Metropoli-
tan Ave. at Lorimer Street 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
907–6189], www.brickthe-
ater.com. 

SAT, MARCH 5
MUSIC, CHARGAUX: Charly 

and Margaux, popularly 
known as Chargaux, are 
a Brooklyn-based art col-
lective and string duo that 
breathe new life into the 
violin and viola. $10. 10:30 
am and 2 pm. BAM Cafe 
(30 Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene), 
www.bam.org/programs/
bamcafe-live. 

MUSIC, WHAM BAM BOWIE 
BAND: $15–$25. 6 pm. The 
Hall at MP [470 Driggs Ave. 
between N. 10th and N. 
11th streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 387–4001], thehall-
brooklyn.com. 

THEATER, “DOUBLE FALSE-
HOOD”: Letter of Marque 
Theater Company presents 
a play that might have been 
written by William Shake-
speare and John Fletcher, 
about an aristocratic vil-
lain who exploits his social 
privilege to scheme his way 
around beautiful women. 
$20 ($50 VIP). 7:30pm. Iron-
dale Center [85 S. Oxford 
St. at Lafayette Avenue in 
Fort Greene, (718) 488–
9233], www.irondale.org. 

THE GREAT DOUGH-DOWN!: 
Determine Brooklyn’s best 
donut! Buy any drink, get 
a fl ight of 4 or more unla-
belled doughnut samples, 
and vote for your favorite. 
Proceedings will be vid-
eotaped and include live 
music. One drink. 9 am. 
The Flat [308 Hooper St. 
between Broadway and 
S. Fifth Street in Williams-
burg, (718) 599–5151], www.
BkSpeedCoffee.com. 

“SHAUN THE SHEEP”: Sunset 
Park Cinema Club presents 
the stop-motion fi lm. With 
family activities at 10:30 am, 
fi lm at 11:45 am. Free with 
RSVP. 10 am. Industry City 
Factory Floor [241 37th St. 
between Second and Third 
avenues in Sunset Park, 
(718) 417–7362], rooftop-
fi lms.com. 

Shake your tail: At the show “Blogologues,” at Union Hall on Feb. 26, comedi-
ans scour the internet for amusing or ridiculous blog posts to perform verbatim 
onstage. In this upcoming musical number, they perform some text from an adult 
“My Little Pony” fan site to the tune of Katy Perry’s “Dark Horse.”
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By Camille Sperrazza

hen you’ve got 90 years 
of experience, you 
know how to throw 

awesome parties.
Their grandparents may 

have started Sirico’s Cater-
ing, but two cousins, Hercu-
les and Jim Sirico, are the ones 
that keep these parties going 
every night.

Weddings
A bit overwhelmed with all 

to be done? Your life just got 
easier because everything you 
need is coordinated by Sirico’s 
in-house wedding planner who 
directs the process.    

Ceremony: Want to get mar-
ried here? Say the word, and the 

planner will say, “I do.” 
Food: They get it. It’s got 

to be good. With customized 
menus for every taste and bud-
get, it will be. Guests enjoy 
drinks and food in a separate 
room for the cocktail hour, then 
make their way to another for 
dinner and dancing. Of course, 
there’s a lovely bridal suite for 
the bridal party.

Music: The house DJ is 
young, hip, gets the party 
started, and keeps it moving 
all night long. 

Pictures: Photos and videos 
will be treasured for a lifetime, 
so Sirico’s works with proven 
photographers and videogra-
phers who make sure special 
moments are captured. The 
beautiful gardens and active 

fireplace in the lobby make 
perfect backdrops.

Decorations: Lighting sets 
the mood and atmosphere, so 
color-coordinate your event 
with an LED lighting pack-
age. It can match your wedding 
colors. Or, reach for the stars 
with specialized effects that 
include an image of a bright 
blue sky. Sirico’s has it all cov-
ered with chair draperies and 
sashes, too.

Sweet 16s
Busy moms can relax be-

cause Sirico’s party planner 
has your back. 

Your daughter’s party starts 
in the Entourage Room where 
the guest of honor can wait 
with friends before the intro-

ductions begin.
Tropical Bar: Say aloha to 

the place where teens enjoy 
drinks that include virgin pina 
coladas, strawberry daiquiris, 
and frozen sensations.

Food: A buffet loaded with 
fun food, customize designed 
to taste. Among the offerings: 
taco stations, a mashed potato 
bar, and sliders. For dessert, 
there’s an ice cream sundae 
bar, candy tables, and Sirico’s 
famous chocolate fountain. 

Decorations: Select from 
in-house designs and decora-
tions, tailored to teens. Bal-
loon center pieces are always 
a hit.

Other parties
Every special occasion calls 

for unique needs, and Siri-
co’s accommodates them all. 
Whether it’s an anniversary, 
retirement, Communion, Con-
firmation, corporate event, or 
other special occasion, Sirico’s 
is the place to be. 

There are party rooms that 
can accommodate up to 100, 
200, and 300 people. 

Valet parking and a park-
ing lot make it convenient for 
all guests. 

Let’s get this party 
started.

Sirico’s Caterer’s [8023 13th 

Ave.between 80th and 81st 

streets in Dyker Heights, (718) 

331–2900, www.siricos.net]. 

Open Tuesdays through Sun-

days, from 1:30 to 9:30 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T
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Excruciating loss. That’s 
what being the parent 
of a teenager is all 

about. 
I once believed I could be dif-

ferent. I could defy the odds, and 

have those teens around who 
adored me, who could think of 
nothing else but how to please 
me. And then I had actual chil-
dren, living breathing human 
beings who had minds and 

I’m me, and my teen is different
hearts of their own. And I real-
ized: They need to move beyond 
me, outside of me. Truly. 

I know we were once 
bonded, that I sustained these 
beings for nine long months — 
more if you believe the doc-
tor’s timeline, which I never 
understood.

I remember every vibra-
tion and gurgle, I remember 
the nausea and the tremors 
that ran down my sciatic nerve, 
nearly paralyzing me. I remem-
ber the ecstasy when their lit-
tle faces emerged from up over 
my knees, and the moment the 
cord was irrevocably cut. 

And then … they were them 
… and I was me. 

But I wanted it to be differ-
ent. I wanted to feel instantly, 
constantly connected. It isn’t 
like that. It is an amazing par-
allel universe that gets created, 
where you have brought a liv-
ing being into the world and 
are responsible for taking care 
of it. You are in charge, but 
they are entity of their own. 

Raising teenagers, letting 
go, and watching them pull 
away and put their trust in oth-
ers, besides you, is the most 
painful, ego-busting b------- 
that ever was. 

Really? I brought you in 
to this world and you’re not 
going to listen to me? You 
don’t want to follow my ev-
ery move?

That’s what I want to say 
sometimes, what I do say 

sometimes if I really lose it, 
like right before my period. 
Really? You’re going to treat 
me like that?

And, yet. I understand. I re-
ally do. I was a teenager once, 
and it was hell. Parents don’t 
seem to get it at all. There is 
no one around to tell you what 
to do in a way that makes any 
sense most of the time. Emotions 
are just beginning to surface, 
thoughts of what it all means, and 
how you fit in to the world. 

There was the time they 
looked at their hands and were 
so amazed, remember? 

This is just that, I tell my-
self, except this time the look-
ing is internal. So how do you 
get in there to help them fig-
ure it out? 

Clearly, you can’t just 
straight-up ask. I’ve tried.

Like a million times. 
I used to sit on the closed 

toilet seat as they bathed or, 
later, showered. And I’d try to 
talk to them like the mom in 
“Franny and Zooey,” straight 
up. But then I reread “Franny 
and Zooey” and realized that 
mom is bat s--- crazy. And her 

kids are completely strange 
and suicidal!

J.D. Salinger is good. How 
did he figure out how to tell a 
story of a crazy family, and 
tell it with love? Brilliant. But 
there are no answers there. 

I guess you just have to 
stay the course, keep talk-
ing, and listening if and when 
they talk.

My sitting-on-the-toilet-
while-they-shower days have 
come, mostly, to a close. I still 
like to peek in occasionally, 
check that everything’s going 
okay with the bod and make 
sure their toenails are clipped. 
I still want to make them sit 
on my lap in their towel and 
snuggle. But I think too that 
they need their privacy, not 
their crazy mom trying to 
maintain that bond. 

I experienced it for the first 
time this past week when I 
said, “I love you, call me, or 
text” to my 14-year-old in the 
airport, traveling solo with his 
baseball team, and I got the 
eye-roll and the making-fun-
of-mom murmur amongst his 
friends. It is excruciating.

Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

By Allegra Hobbs
Brooklyn Paper

Be filled with the spirit — 
but not the spirits.

A Bedford-Stuyvesant rev-
erend is running an entirely 
booze-free cocktail lounge, 
which the barman of the cloth 
says is just as much an alter-
native to his church as it is to 
the common dive bar.

“The lounge is to help peo-
ple engage and become more 
social and intimate and build 
relationships, rather than a 
lounge that will get people 

drunk or another church that 
will separate people based on 
their spirituality,” said Rev. 
Robert Watermann of the An-
tioch Baptist Church, who 
has been slinging mocktails 
at neighboring Canticles So-
ber Lounge since 2008. 

Other than the lack of etha-
nol in the drinks, the dry wa-
tering hole is just like a regu-
lar bar, Watermann says — the 
good reverend himself shakes 
up virgin pina coladas, mar-
garitas, and daiquiris, while 
patrons enjoy live music and 

spoken word performances at 
open mic nights.

And the barstools are open 
to people of all — or no — 
faiths, he says.

“I’ve had Jewish people 
walk in and buy a can of 
Coke and sit there and lis-
ten to the music,” he said. “It’s 
not just geared towards spir-
ituality.”

Watermann says he created 
Canticles — another word for 
“hymns” — after noticing that 
holy houses in the Borough of 
Churches were struggling to 

Praise the bar
Bed-Stuy rev runs booze-free lounge

attract new faces, while the 
streets were buzzing with ac-
tivity. He figured the commu-
nity could use an all-inclusive 
place to come together outside 
the shadow of the cross.

“It came to me — why don’t 
we build a space where peo-
ple can come and don’t have 
to fight with religion, but can 
come together and talk about 
what they have in common?” 
he said.

But he also witnessed the 
toxic affects of alcohol on the 
neighborhood — two of his 
loved ones died from liver fail-
ure, and he often saw teens 
boozing on the Antioch steps 
at night — and didn’t want to 
add more of the demon drink 
to the mix.

Watermann has a strong 
history of trying to exorcise 

booze from Bedford-Stuyve-
sant’s streets — the nix-olo-
gist is a member of the local 
community board, and says he 
consistently votes down liquor 
license applications from new 
businesses, fearing they put 
profits over public health.

“Small businesses and 
entrepreneurship is a great 
thing,” he said. “But what 
about the people we de-
stroy?”

In the future, Watermann 
hopes to expand Canticles by 
serving coffee and pastries, 
and add a recording booth for 
artists looking to immortal-
ize their works.

Canticles Sober Lounge 
(207 Lewis Ave. at Lexing-
ton Avenue in Bedford-
Stuyvesant). Open nightly 9 
pm–1 am.

Rev. Robert Waterman opened up a booze-free bar to give community mem-
bers a place to hang out and bond over an unspiked cocktail.
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M
an vs. man. Man vs. 
nature. Man vs. him-
self.

These, we learned in high-
school English, are the three 
great themes in all literature. 
To which we must add one 
more: Man vs. newly pur-
chased fancy-schmancy dish-
washer.

Oh, perhaps there are those 
who would quibble that “The 
Old Man and the Maytag” just 
does not carry the same grav-
itas as a grizzled grump in 
a boat moping about a mar-
lin. (That was the basic plot, 
right? With some metaphors 
thrown in?)

But that’s only because 
they are not sitting in my 
kitchen examining, once 
again, a bunch of strangely 
slimy plates and still-milky 
glasses that just spent the past 
90 minutes getting the wash 
of their lives. A wash cour-
tesy of our new, ergonomic, 
European-made dishwasher 
with more buttons than an 
old BlackBerry and all the 
cleaning power of a bar of 
Motel 6 soap.

“Read the manual,” said 
my husband when I called 
him at work to complain 
that the dishes looked as if 
they’d been licked by a camel 
with a cold.

Read the manual? Perhaps 
he’d like me to perform a dou-

ble cornea transplant while 
I’m at it. Maybe I can pop over 
to Afghanistan and hammer 
out some kind “Evening of 
Healing Songs and Stories” 
with the Taliban, too. Did I 
mention the manual for this 
machine is 55 pages long and 
includes a section on, among 
other things, how to “Delay 
Start” the wash cycle? As if it 
is a NASA launch and there’s 
a funnel cloud headed toward 
Cape Canaveral?

Manuals are great for peo-
ple who read manuals. I have 
a husband and son who sit 
down and actually absorb the 
information, connecting the 
words to the diagrams to the 
real-world thing in front of 
them. They poke and prod, 
and suddenly the thing lights 
up or rings or records a tele-
vision program they then can 
(somehow) play later. Bully 
for them.

The other 98 percent of us 
open randomly to a page, see 
a line like, “Press and hold 

the 1 and 3 buttons and at the 
same time turn on the dish-
washer with the ‘On’ (15) but-
ton” and wail in there-goes-
my-marlin despair. Here. You 
try reading about that “De-
lay Start” feature:

“To delay the start of the 
wash [or NASA launch — 
L.S.], press the 18 button until 
the desired delayed start time 
appears in the time display. 
The delay start is set in one 
hour steps up to nine hours. 
If the Delay Start button is 
pressed after the nine-hour 
mark the delay start feature 
will be cancelled and must 
be re-selected.”

Copy that, Houston? I 
mean — typing it out, word 
for word, I do get the basic 
idea: Goof in pressing but-
ton 18 and you have to start 
again. But that’s just one tiny 
paragraph about one tiny but-
ton for one ridiculous feature 
I will never, ever use. There 
are still another 54-and-a-half 
pages about all these other 

features — the “optic indi-
cator” (the thing has eyes?) 
and the “data plate” (calling 
HAL!), and everyone’s favor-
ite, the “non-return valve.” 
How I love to curl up with a 
good page or two about non-
return valves!

The thing is I don’t want 
a dishwasher that requires 
years of study. I don’t want 
anything in my house that re-
quires years of study, be it 
my phone, my digital toaster 
(guess which spouse bought 
that?) or my master’s degree. 
I got one of those in less time 
than it is taking me to calm 
down about this stupid non-
washing dishwasher!

And manual!
Update: When the toaster-

buying dishwasher-decider-
in-chief arrived home, he 
thumbed through the 55-
page marriage destroyer 
and discovered the problem. 
I hadn’t put in precisely the 
right amount of detergent: 
two flat tablespoons. No 
more, no less.

How could I have missed the 
“Adding Detergent” instruc-
tions? There they are, just 28 
fascinating pages in. Right af-
ter the marlin eats the old man 
and licks his bones clean.

Next time, when I choose 
the dishwasher, I know what 
I’m going to get.

A marlin.

To congratulate and thank Brooklyn’s Women of Distinction, 
please call Jennifer Stern at 718-260-8302 or email jstern@cnglocal.com

Congratulations to Brooklyn’s 
2016 Women of Distinction

Regina Andriolo, Esq.
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Dr. Amy Lipnicki
Diane Marino
Maria Teresa Nitti
Angelika Pisakhova
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Carmen Gloria 
   Rosario-Olmedo
Dawn Simon
Stephanie Thompson
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Shirley Young

HONOREES

Our Honorees will be celebrated 
in a Keepsake Publication May 20, 2016

Join Us!
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Tuesday, June 7 at

$100/person
8023 13th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11228

Our Keynote Speaker
Ophira Eisenberg
Ophira Eisenberg is a standup 
comic, writer, and host of NPR’s 
hit trivia comedy show, Ask Me 
Another. She has appeared on 
The Late Late Show, The Today 
Show, Comedy Central, 
and VH-1.
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the pipeline,  plus a massive 
empty lot for sale next door , 
where  real-estate experts say  
a developer will likely build 
several big residential tow-
ers that could add more than 
a thousand additional deni-
zens to the ’hood. 

A rep for the transit agency 
said it is speaking with the 
city about forcing develop-
ers to help pay for station up-
grades when their buildings 
add a significant number of 
riders. And local leaders are 
demanding the city lay down 
the law before the new tow-

ers rise in Dumbo.
“They shouldn’t move on 

anything until there’s two ex-
its in the York Street sub-
way,” said Doreen Gallo, who 
is president of the area civic 
group the Dumbo Neighbor-
hood Alliance and who saw 
how things could go disas-
trously wrong at the stop 
 first-hand  in 2014 when 
an unprecedented throng 
showed up to outdoor arts 
gala the Festival of Lights, 
 overwhelming the platform 
and forcing police to func-
tionally shut it down . 

The agency spokesperson 

refused to comment on any 
hypothetical changes at York 
Street, but one unaffiliated 
transit maven was more than 
happy to.

 Flatbush railroad aficio-
nado Bob Diamond  — who 
has been traversing the city’s 
rail tunnels since he was a 
teen — speculates that adding 
a new entrance at York Street 
would be particularly chal-
lenging because the tracks 
are so deep underground. 
The transit authority would 
need to install high-speed el-
evators or escalators to cover 
the distance, and may have 
to extend the platform — 
which runs between York 
and High streets — as well. 
But, he added, it would be 

money well spent. 
“It would be costly but it 

would be worth it from the 
point of view the area is de-
veloping very quickly,” said 
Diamond, who guessed es-
calators could cost run be-
tween $7 and $15 million 
alone, and a full renovation 
could balloon up to $100 mil-
lion if a platform extension 
is required. 

The transit buff also had a 
proposition for covering the 
costs — he  expects the street-
car Mayor DeBlasio is plan-
ning to build along the bor-
ough’s waterfront  will run 
nearby on Water or Plym-
outh streets, and suggested 
the city foot the bill for a new 
entrance itself. 

Continued from page 1

DUMBO...

Don’t fear the dishwasher

By Lenore Skenazy

Coming to terms with the new monster in my kitchen
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By Allegra Hobbs
Brooklyn Paper

State lawmakers must pass 
a bill that would stop the own-
ers of old-folks homes evict-
ing their elderly tenants on 
short notice, say Park Slopers 
whose loved ones were given 
just three months to scram 
from a notorious Grand Army 
Plaza nursing home.

Friends and family mem-
bers of beleaguered Prospect 
Park Residence tenants will 
trek to Albany next month 
to share the harrowing or-
deal they and their frail kin 
have been through  since the 
landlord abruptly attempted 
to boot them out  in 2014 so he 
could  sell the facility for $76 
million , and demand pols rat-
ify the languishing legislation 
so it cannot happen again. 

“It would not only allow 
elders to be able to plan with 
more options, but it would 
warn so-called ‘operators’ 
— who are usually property 
developers — that they can-
not churn their buildings with 
impunity at the expense of 
the vulnerable,” said Sandy 

Slopers: Don’t let senior disaster happen again
sure — a battle that took on a 
life of its own after the hold-
outs claimed landlord Hay-
sha Deitsch subsequently tried 
to harass them out by  rais-
ing fees ,  feeding them moldy 
food , and  turning off the air-
conditioning .

But many of the 120-odd 
old timers who moved out 
when they were told to also 
suffered, according to a se-
ries of e-mails from family 
members to department of-
ficials — shared with this pa-
per on the condition of ano-
nymity — detailing the pain 
of watching their loved ones 

fall into depression and ill-
ness following the sudden 
upheaval.

“I am convinced that this 
decline was brought on by the 
shock of the forced move,” 
wrote the child of a former res-
ident, claiming their mother 
began suffering memory fail-
ure and panic attacks after 
leaving. 

The bill is currently crawl-
ing its way through the As-
sembly. The aging commit-
tee  approved it in April last 
year , but the committee that 
handles finances still needs 
to check it out — a process 

the six advocates hope their 
face-to-face meeting will 
speed along.

Reiburn said she would 
rather see legislation that man-
dates the one-year minimum 
right off the bat — and will 
bring that up with lawmak-
ers during the visit — but Si-
mon said that would have to be 
an entirely different bill, and 
one she doesn’t think would 
gain much traction without 
the study to support it. 

“The whole idea for the 
temporary study would be 
to investigate these issues,” 
she said.

year’s notice for any subse-
quent evictions, according to 
Assemblywoman Jo Anne Si-
mon (D–Park Slope), who re-
introduced the measure last 
year after inheriting it from 
her predecessor. 

Currently, retirement-home 
owners only have to give their 
residents 30 days’ notice to 
vamoose. Prospect Park Res-
idence actually gave its wiz-
ened occupants 90 days’ no-
tice to clear out, but even that 
was a huge burden for the old-
sters — many of whom were 
more than 100 years old and 
dealing with chronic illnesses 
— said the daughter of one 
resident.

“It was absolute panic,” 
said Joyce Singer, whose 
mother Alice suffers from de-
mentia. “I was afraid moving 
her would either kill her or af-
fect her mental status.”

In the end, Alice Singer 
and a handful of other res-
idents refused to leave, and 
 are still living in the building  
while they fight the owner and 
state health department over 
the legality of the hasty clo-

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Funk yeah! 
Kings County’s own Sha-

ron Jones and the Dap Kings 
will open this year’s Celebrate 
Brooklyn! Festival with a 
free show in Prospect Park 
on June 8. 

This year will mark the 
38th incarnation of the warm-
weather tradition, which 

brings out throngs of sum-
mer lovin’ crowds for a series 
of free and ticketed shows to 
the park’s bandshell. 

The fest often taps a big 
out-of-town act to kick off the 
gala —  Chaka Khan rocked 
the stage last year , and  Janelle 
Monae the year before that  — 
but this year’s choice will re-
ally celebrate Brooklyn, as 
Jones is a Bedford-Stuyve-

sant native and the band’s la-
bel is based right here in the 
Borough of Kings.

Festival organizer Bric says 
it will release the rest of the 
program of free shows later 
this spring,

Sharon Jones and the Dap 
Kings at the Prospect Park 
Bandshell (Nine Street and 
Prospect Park West in Park 
Slope, www.bricartsmedia.
org). June 8 at 8 pm. Free.

It’s hometown funk!
Sharon Jones to open Celebrate Brooklyn

Sharon Jones and her band The Dap Kings will take 
the stage for the opening concert of Celebrate 
Brooklyn! Festival this summer.
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Family members of past and present residents of Prospect Park Residence are 
demanding Albany pass a bill to prevent old-folks homes from evicting their 
tenants on short notice.
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Reiburn, the daughter of a 
former tenant, who will meet 
with assistant speaker Felix 
Ortiz (D–Sunset Park) to dis-
cuss the bill on March 1. 

 The bill  would place an 
immediate moratorium on 
any nursing homes closing 
for around two years while 
state officials launch a study 

into the stress that short-notice 
shutters place on oldsters. The 
results would ideally pave the 
way for a permanent law man-
dating owners give at least one 
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