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It is good for what jails you!
The proposed closure of scan-

dal-plagued Rikers Island would 
be a boon for the borough, says one 
prisoner advocate, allowing Brook-
lynites awaiting trial to stay in 
safer local facilities that are much 
closer to their loved ones and the 
courts. Locals are already object-
ing to housing more inmates or 
new jails in their backyard, but 
they should stop being so self-
ish, he said.

“It’s almost obnoxious to hear 
people in Brooklyn push back on 
the idea of building a new, safer 
jail or rehabbing an old jail,” said 
Glenn Martin, an ex-con who was 
born and raised in Bedford-Stu-
vyvesant and is now president of 
Just Leadership USA, whose goal 
is to cut the country’s prison pop-
ulation in half by 2030.

A growing chorus of pols are 
demanding the city close the no-
toriously brutal jail complex, but 
that would require it to find some-
where else to house the approxi-
mately 7,200 inmates behind bars 
there — which means building 
new facilities, expanding exist-
ing ones, or dramatically reduc-
ing the number of inmates in the 
system.

Currently, there are only around 
3,000 other jail beds around 
New York — 800 of which are 
at Boerum Hill’s Brooklyn House 
of Detention on Atlantic Avenue, 
the borough’s only city-run jail, 
which usually houses around 
600 at any given time,  accord-
ing to Corrections Department 
statistics . 

The city already floated the idea 

THE HARD CELL
Activist: Close Rikers Island and move inmates to Brooklyn

An ex-con turned criminal justice reform activist says it 
would be a good thing if the city closes Rikers and sends 
more Brooklynites to jail in their home borough.
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of making Brooklyn’s big house 
even bigger in 2010.  It scrapped 
that proposal amidst massive 
community opposition , expand-
ing Rikers instead, and neighbors 
say they would fight any attempts 
to put it back on the table.

“We would continue to be 
against any expansion at the site,” 

said Howard Kolins, president of 
civic group Boerum Hill Associ-
ation, though he says the current 
facility is a good neighbor and he 
supports overhauling Rikers in 
general. “We think it becomes a 
burden on the community.”

But Martin — who spent a year 
in Rikers for armed robbery — 

says moving more Brooklyn yard-
birds to their home borough would 
take them out of the toxic envi-
ronment at Rikers and give them 
the chance to be closer to support 
services and court houses, which 
can help speed up trials. 

“Community-based jails cre-
ate opportunities for people to be 
closer to their families, social ser-
vices, lawyers,” he said.

However, Martin says the city 
won’t necessarily need larger — 
or more — slammers if the city 
can shrink the number of people 
awaiting trials behind bars. 

He believes it can be done by 
decriminalizing minor and non-
violent offenses such as public 
urination and littering that of-
ten lead to jail time when peo-
ple fail to show up to court dates, 
eliminating cash bail that many 
low-income residents can’t af-
ford, and speeding up trials so 
inmates spend less time languish-
ing — Martin claims that reduc-
ing the average wait from 150 to 
200 days to 100 days would cut 
the city’s inmate population by 
1,000 people.  

 Council speaker Melissa Mark-
Viverito has now formed a com-
mission  to study strategies to re-
duce Rikers’ population, which 
will look at the impact of these 
reforms, in addition to supervised 
release, raising the age of crimi-
nal responsibility, and using com-
munity justice centers instead of 
courts. 

The year-long study will need 
to work out a way to prune Rikers’ 
residents down to at least 5,000 
to make closure a reality, accord-
ing to Councilman Brad Lander 
(D–Park Slope), who is sitting on 
the panel.

By Allegra Hobbs
Brooklyn Paper

Talk about some nosey neigh-
bors!

Carroll Gardeners who claim 
to be plagued by putrid smells 
coming from a decades-old heat-
ing oil depot alongside the noto-

riously toxic Gowanus Canal are 
a bunch of whiny hipsters new-
comers who think they can barge 
into an industrial neighborhood 
and wag their fingers at estab-
lished businesses, says the busi-
ness owner.

“I’m being harassed by the 

community,” said Vincent Al-
legretti, who operates the Bay-
side Fuel Oil Depot Corpora-
tion site on Smith Street. “It’s 
this new crop of people that are 
moving in and gentrifying the 
neighborhood.”

SMELL YA LATER
C’Garden’s depot to newcomers: Take a walk

Carroll Gardener Timm Chiusano says he is sick of the putrid stench emanating from the 
Bayside Fuel Oil Depot. The depot’s owner says he was there first.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

An eco-savvy Prospect Heights resi-
dent who claims she only creates enough 
trash to fill one garbage can a month is 
on a mission to help Brooklynites lighten 
their loads by opening a store where 
customers use their own containers to 
get groceries home.

Sarah Metz recently launched a  Kick-
starter campaign to raise $15,000  for a 
brick-and-mortar store called the Fillery 
that will sell foods in a way rarely seen 
since the days of “ Little House on the 
Prairie ,” when quality packaging con-
sisted of a burlap sack, and oats didn’t 
come in a fancy disposable tube with 
a handsome Quaker on it.

“Package-free shopping is such an 
easy way for an individual to help address 
a huge problem,” she said. “By reducing 
packaging waste you’re also making the 
effort to reduce food waste.” 

Items for sale will include nuts, grains, 
dry fruits, olive oil, chocolates, and 
household cleaners, all stored in huge 

containers that customers will scoop 
out into their own jugs, crocks, jars, or 
sacks — just like they did in the halcyon 
days of yesteryear. Patrons can also pick 
up fresh fruits and vegetables from re-
gional farms — also just like they did 
in the halcyon days of yesteryear.

But how will it keep shoppers from 
throwing stuff away? 

Giving patrons the ability to take just 
what they need will save on wasted food 
— unlike the Costco-sized packages of 
produce that end up in a landfill.

For those who wander into the store 
empty-handed, the Fillery will sell re-
usable containers such as spice and ma-
son jars, and will have free paper bags 
so people can start their collection of 
Earth-friendly packaging. 

But convincing people to buy food 
without the flashy packaging that is de-
signed to lure in customers and help them 
make decisions is challenging, says the 
manager of the country’s first package-
free store — which had to eventually 
introduce packaged foods to its aisles 
to keep itself afloat. 

“When you take away a few key 
things that help hone in on those deci-
sions, you’re making it harder for the 
customer to make choices,” said Joshua 
Blaine, who manages eco-conscious gro-
cer In.gredients in Austin, Texas. 

He said the package-free philosophy 
is  big in Europe , where people are more 
interested in cooking with whole ingre-
dients instead of throwing ready-made 
fixings into their recipes. 

In.gredients still offers bulk foods 
and Blaine said he dreams of stock-
ing package-free aisles someday, but 
it wasn’t a sustainable model for the 
Texas store since it is located in an area 
where people have to drive to get their 
groceries, instead of picking them up 
quickly and frequently on the way home 

— something folks would be able to do 
in Brooklyn.

“Thinking about being in Brooklyn, 
if it’s in a high-density neighborhood 
that could work,” he said. 

High-density, and forward thinking 
— Councilman Brad Lander (D–Park 
Slope) is  trying to pass a bill that would 
charge 10 cents for every plastic bag 
needed to get your groceries home .

Metz, who also has grants from a 
business competition and an investor to 
help fund the store, has to raise $12,000 
by April 1 to meet her Kickstarter goal. 
And she is optimistic the crowdfunding 
campaign will get Brooklynites talking 
about going waste-free.

“It’s about getting the conversation 
going,” she said, “I really do hope a wide 
range of people embrace it.”

It wouldn’t be the first store in Brook-
lyn to offer food and other goodies by the 
pound. Sahadi’s on Atlantic Avenue in 
Brooklyn Heights, as well as Perelandra 
on Remsen Street, have been successfully 
serving it up that way for years.

A new shopping frontier: Re-‘Filler’ up! 
Prospect Heights entrepreneur dreams of opening waste-free grocery

Prospect Heights resident Sarah Metz wants to open a store with zero  
packaging, so customers would have to bring their own containers to 
get their groceries home.
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ON THE RADIO

Carlos Santana’s 
words of wisdom

By Gersh Kuntzman
for Brooklyn Paper

This isn’t black magic.
Legendary rock star Carlos 

Santana traded in his guitar for 
a couch — playing psychologist for 
Brooklyn Paper Radio hosts Gersh 
Kuntzman and Vince DiMiceli in 
an exclusive interview that also 
touched on the state of American 
politics, the beauty of music, the 
beauty of women in Santana’s life 

and, of course, how great Santana 
was at Woodstock.

Also on the show — which is 
 downloadable on iTunes  — Brook-
lyn folkie Feral Foster performed 
two songs during an exclusive in-
studio visit to promote the  upcom-
ing Brooklyn Folk Festival .

Foster was impressive mu-
sically, but Santana rocked the 
very foundation of the Brooklyn 
Paper building Downtown after 
Daily News Deputy Features Edi-

tor Kuntzman asked a simple ques-
tion about the whereabouts of the 
comely woman on the cover of 
Santana’s 1970 album, “Abraxas.” 
(If you grew up in the 1970s and 
you were a heterosexual male, you 
know the woman about which this 
reporter speaks.)

“What happened to her? I mar-
ried her!” Santana said.

Kuntzman and DiMiceli pro-
nounced themselves impressed, 
but Santana was having noth-
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ing of it.
“You just need to change your 

attitudes,” he advised the boys. 
“You are the magnet that can at-
tract any lady.”

Have you met Kuntzman, San-

Folkie Feral Foster sang and 
strummed on the air.
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PLUS: 

Eight years 
ago, a young 

Brooklyn Paper 
reporter began 
a search. How 

did it turn out?
SEE PAGE 6

See SMELL  on page 4

See RADIO  on page 6

STORY
EVER
THE GREATEST

Carlos Santana chatted with Gersh and Vince this week.
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To enter go to cnglocal.com/kathy  

Win a VIP Package* 
to see Kathy Griffi n Live

Enter for your chance to see 

Kathy Griffi n Live 
in Brooklyn or Queens

KATHY GRIFFIN
BOROUGHING THROUGH

Kupferberg Center
for the Arts

at Queens College

Saturday, April 9
at 8 pm

KupferbergCenter.org
718-793-8080

Brooklyn Center 
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Performing Arts
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BrooklynCenter.org
or 718-951-4500

*  Vip package includes - 2 premium orchestra seats and a copy 
of Kathy Griffi n’s book, “A Memoir According to Kathy Griffi n.” 
Contest entrants subject to Contest Rules & Conditions. 
For more information, visit gaycitynews.nyc/win
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AND ACHIEVE FRIZZ CONTROL, SOFTNESS AND SHINE
TAME YOUR NATURAL CURLS

By Shavana Abruzzo
for Brooklyn Paper

Iconoclastic Red Hook 
bar owner and artist Antonio 
“Sunny” Balzano, who sur-
vived a gunpoint hold-up, par-
tied with Andy Warhol, and 
quoted Shakespeare and Sam-
uel Beckett at whim, died of 
a stroke last Thursday at 
Methodist Hospital. He was 
81 years old.

The twinkle-eyed, wild-
haired bon vivant, who painted 
abstract expressionist origi-
nals, was the subject of nu-
merous documentaries, ar-
ticles, books, and television 
shows, including Anthony 
Bourdain’s “No Reserva-
tions.” But he was happiest 
tending bar and matching wits 
with a motley crew of honky-
tonk musicians, artists, mob-
sters, boozers, nuns, long-
shoremen, and self-professed 
kooks at Sunny’s Bar, his fam-
ily-owned watering hole on 
an abandoned strip of Con-
over Street by the river and a 
knot of railroad tracks lead-
ing to Siberia.

Balzano’s death eclipsed the 
neighborhood, said friends.

“I’m going to miss not see-
ing Sunny walking around,” 
said Red Hook artist David 
Gonzalez, who grew up with 
Balzano’s niece. “He was the 
friendliest guy with the loveli-
est personality, and when you 
talked to him you just wanted 
to embrace him.”

His departure left a void, 
added another pal.

“A lot of people will miss 
Sunny, he was a real charac-

Sunny Balzano dies at 81
Red Hook barkeep, artist was a beloved local fi xture

Sunny Balzano, the legendary owner of Sunny’s 
Bar, was the grandfather of Red Hook with the cool-
est story of all.

Fi
le

 p
ho

to
 b

y 
To

m
 C

al
la

n

cades later.
The former Air Force ser-

viceman traveled across the 
country and to India, where 
he worshipped at the feet of a 
guru, to fulfill his wanderlust. 
He returned home to help with 
the family business and took 
over after his uncle’s death. 
Balzano transformed the lan-
guishing spot into a popular 
night club for a new and ener-
getic fringe-arts community 
that was immediately drawn 
to the exciting grand-daddy of 
trail-blazing beatniks.

“Going into Sunny’s was 
like being let in on a secret,” 
said cartoonist and Courier 
arts editor Bill Roundy. “It 
was like going into his liv-
ing room and being welcomed 
like part of a club.”

Roundy  immortalized the 
tap room  in his Bar Scrawl car-
toon column, “Let the good 
times roll again at Sunny’s,” 
when it re-opened after Hurri-
cane Sandy, calling it “a des-
tination bar.”

Balzano, a renaissance man 
who could have lived any-
where in the world, chose to 
stay in the neighborhood of 
his birth and sleep in the room 
where he was born until his 
death, but he will be best re-
membered for making Sunny’s 
an enduring Brooklyn sym-
bol that Tim Sultan explains 
in his book “Sunny’s Nights: 
Lost and Found at a Bar on 
the Edge of the World.”

“Imagine that Alice had 
walked into a bar instead of 
falling down the rabbit hole,” 
Sultan wrote.

ter,” said John Heyer, who 
knew him for 40 years. “I 
felt bad when I heard he had 
died.”

Balzano was born in a 
brick apartment next to Sun-
ny’s, which his great-grandfa-
ther opened in 1890. An un-
cle took over and renamed it 
John’s Restaurant and Bar 
back in the day when Brook-

lyn was still a shipping cross-
roads, the channel buoy rang 
offshore, and packs of wild 
dogs and brawlers roamed 
the streets.

“You almost had to fight 
to survive,” Balzano  told this 
newspaper in 2011 , relaying 
how he thwarted street thugs 
in the 1940s only to battle gun-
slinging bar robbers four de-

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

A yellow-and-black check-
ered ferry that provides a pop-
ular service between Ikea in 
Red Hook and Manhattan says 
it will float off into the sunset 
at the end of this year after los-
ing its bid to run  the mayor’s 

city-wide ferry system . 
New York Water Taxi  

has been shuttling landlub-
bers across the East River and 
on harbor tours for the last 15 
years, but the city raised the 
gangway on its offer to run 
ferries between Brooklyn and 

DRYDOCK! 
Water Taxi to stop service

New York Water Taxi says it will end service between 
Red Hook and Manhattan at the end of the year.  
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See TAXI  on page 11
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544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens
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Spring is Spring is 
almost almost 

herehere

A strong chemical smell 
emanates from the depot 
between Garnet and Centre 
Streets and leaks into nearby 
homes, say community mem-
bers who have settled near the 
banks of  Brooklyn’s nautical 
purgatory  — of 147 neighbors 
who filled out a survey on 
the smell, 133 said they have 
smelled oil or gas near their 
homes, 97 said the smell was 
“frequent” during the win-
ter months, and 54 said they 
would describe the smell as 
“strong” while 30 went so 
far as to call it “overwhelm-
ing.”

The odor is so disturbing, 
say locals, its frequent pres-
ence is marring their qual-
ity of life.

“I’m talking about a smell 
like if you stuck your nose 
in the open gas container of 
your car,” said Timm Chiu-
sano, who moved to the neigh-

borhood five years ago and 
lives two blocks from the de-
pot with his wife and 3-year-
old daughter. “You have to 
keep your windows shut at 
night entirely or it will lin-
ger within your house.”

Chiusano — who con-
ducted the neighborhood 
survey and is spearheading 
efforts to address the smell, 
says the stench has become 
unbearable within the past two 
years and is at its most potent 
when the depot is unloading 
oil from a canal barge.

“Through a lot of common 
sense and a sense of smell and 
seeing where it’s emanating 
from, there’s a lot of things 
pointing directly to that site,” 
he said.

But the depot has been 
there since the 1940s with no 
problems, argues Allegretti, 
insisting he runs a clean busi-
ness that abides by environ-
mental regulations and the 
new neighbors are just rais-

Financial

Harold Greenway or Justina Douwes / Allstate Financial Services

55 Water St. New York, NY 10004

1 (888) 345–8881 Ext 1 or (646) 405–7488 | allstateaccmgt@gmx.com

stateaccmgt@gmx.comCALL 1 (888) 345–8881

Personal loan Solutions to fi t your needs.
Lowest affordable rates.
One Flexible Monthly payment.
All outstanding debts.
Borrow what you need. 
Bad Credit OK. No Application fees.

ing a stink. The smell could 
be coming from a number of 
nearby construction sites or 
from the putrid canal itself, 
he insists — and if they do 
happen to smell his oil from 
time to time, they should just 
chalk it up to living next-door 
to an oil terminal. 

“It’s no different than if 
they lived next to a Dunkin’ 
Donuts and smelled coffee,” 
he said.

The response from en-
vironmental agencies has 
been mixed, said Chiusano 
— a rep for the city’s Depart-
ment of Environmental Pro-
tection left him a voice mail 
on April 15 last year stating a 
pungent chemical smell em-
anating from the plant was 
an air code violation, while 
a state’s Department of En-
vironmental Conservation 
rep said in an e-mail that he 
watched the depot fill its tanks 
with no apparent violations 
in sight or smell.

The federal Environmental 
Protection Agency — which 
inspects the depot every three 

months — has found no viola-
tions on the site within the past 
three years,  records show . 

The Chiusanos say they 
want an investigation to de-
termine once and for all the or-
igins of the stench — and once 
that has been nailed down, 
they want the collective city, 
state, and federal agencies to 
do something about it.

And while Chiusano knows 
his complaints will elicit un-
sympathetic scoffs from those 
who would never dream of 
settling down on the banks 
of the toxic Gowanus, he in-
sists he and his family have 
a right to clean air, and Bay-
side should be held account-
able for any pollutants they 
may be putting out.

“I can hear the collective 
‘Go f--- yourself’ from peo-
ple looking at this from the 
outside,” he said. “But just 
because we chose to live in 
proximity to something the 
EPA is cleaning up, doesn’t 
mean companies have free 
reign to put whatever they 
want into the air.”

Continued from page 1

SMELL...

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

A crook held up an Atlan-
tic Avenue bank on March 9 
and made off with thousands 
of dollars.

The bandit barged into the 
teller area of the bank near 
Hicks Street at 1:35 pm, flash-
ing a silver gun, police said. 
He collected money from 
two teller stations, totaling 
approximately $25,000, said 
a report. 

Cut up
A pillager bashed a pedes-

trian in the head and stole $20 
right out of his hand on Bond 
Street on March 10.

The victim said he was 
strolling near Atlantic Ave-
nue at 9 am with a $20 note 
in his hand when the brute 
struck him in the head with 
a wooden stick.

The jerk then took the An-
drew Jackson from his hand 
and fled, cops said.

The victim then went to a 
Cobble Hill urgent care center, 
where he was treated for a cut 
on his head, police said.

Shade-y
Police cuffed a guy who 

they say tried to steal more 
than a thousand dollars worth 
of sunglasses on Fulton Street 
on March 11.

The guy allegedly picked 
up 15 pairs of shdes, and a 
pair of slippers, and tried to 
leave the store near Bridge 
Street at 5:36 pm, cops said. 
But employees called police, 
who then arrested him. 

Slash and dash
A brute slashed a woman 

on the side of her face on 
Willoughby Street on March 
11.

The victim was involved in 
a fight with another riled-up 
lady in the Jay Street sub-
way station at 1:45 pm when 
the fiend picked up an un-
known object from the floor 
and slashed her opponent, ac-
cording to a report.

Gun-toting crook holds up bank on Atlantic

The bruiser then threw the 
object on the floor and fled, 
cops said. Police said the vic-
tim received four stitches on 
the side of her face. 

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Undercooked
A punk tried to hold up a 

guy on Baltic Street on March 
7, but his victim booked it, 
leaving him with a lone bag 
of food. 

The victim was near Henry 
Street at 6:40 pm when the 
jerk approached and displayed 
a gun, telling him “Let’s go 
upstairs.” 

But the guy was too quick 
and ran away, leaving his $12 
worth of food behind, which 
was gone when he returned to 
the scene, said police.

Triple team
Police cuffed three women 

who they say stole two pricey 
phones from another wom-
an’s bag on Hoyt Street on 
March 7.

The victim was near Doug-
lass Street at 12:29 pm when 
the three allegedly surrounded 
her, removing her bag with a 
gold and a silver iPhone inside, 
police said. They also took 
$70 in cash, but cops caught 
up to the alleged thieves be-
fore they could cash in, and 
slapped cuffs on them. 

Bottle service 
Cops arrested a guy who 

they say threw a tantrum at a 
Pioneer Street bar on March 
13 when his quest to find party 
favors went awry.

The victim, who works at 
the tavern near Imlay Street, 
said the guy asked him if he 
was selling drugs and he said 
“no.” 

But he didn’t seem to 
like that answer, and alleg-
edly struck the victim with a 
bottle, causing swelling and 
bleeding, police claim. They 
later arrived on the scene, ar-

resting the guy for assault.  — 
Lauren Gill

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

High stakes
Some phony sweepstakes 

scammers conned an elderly 
100th Street woman out of 
$60,000 between Feb. 22 
and March 7, according to 
police.

The 72-year-old victim re-
ceived multiple calls at her 
home between Fourth Ave-
nue and Fort Hamilton Park-
way from people calling 
themselves “Mr. Kennedy,” 
“Mr. James,” and “Ms. Al-
ice,” who told her she won a 
sweepstakes, but had to send 
in money to a post office box 
in New Jersey, according to 
a police report. She sent the 
money, but never received 
any prize back, according 
to police.

Avian abuser
A lout tossed injured pi-

geons from his car on 68th 
Street on March 9, police 
said.

A bystander saw the man 
throw the birds out of his car 
near Ninth Avenue around 6 
pm. The pigeons could not fly, 
collapsed on the ground, and 
were “in distress,” according 
to a police report.

Police recovered five of 
the eight pigeons and trans-
ported them to an animal res-
cue facility in Manhattan. The 
scoundrel could face felony 
charges, police said.

Apple thief
A carbreaker stole a trove 

of electronics from a man’s 
car parked on Fifth Avenue 
sometime overnight on March 
7, police said.

The victim left his car near 
79th Street around midnight 
and returned at 7 am to find 
his MacBook Pro, an iPad 
Mini, and his wallet miss-
ing — although there were 
no signs of forced entry, ac-

cording to police. 

Strike again
Tire-and-rim thieves struck 

a man’s car parked on 10th Av-
enue sometime overnight on 
March 6, police said.

The victim parked the 
Honda —  a frequent target 
of wheel thieves, according 
to police  — between 85th and 
86th streets around 10 pm, 
and returned at 7 am the next 
day. Two tire and rims were 
missing from the passenger-
side of the vehicle. 

Wheely bad
Rim robbers stole all of 

the wheels from a woman’s 
car parked on Battery Ave-
nue sometime between March 
7 and 10, according to a po-
lice report.

The victim left her ride 
near Fort Hill Place around 
7:30 pm on March 7 and re-
turned three days later around 
noon to find her car sitting on 
bricks.  — Dennis Lynch

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Stick it out
A violent villain punched a 

guy in the face when he failed 
to fork over cash on Skillman 
Avenue on March 8, but the 
victim ultimately scared off 
the assailant by brandishing 
a stick.

The victim was near Wood-
point Road at 3:30 am when 
the fiend approached him and 
demanded money, police said. 
When the victim said he did 
not have any cash, the perp 
punched him in the nose and 
shoved him against a nearby 
building, injuring him, ac-
cording to a police report. 

The victim then picked up 
a stick, and the attacker fled 
in an unknown direction, po-
lice said.

Key stolen
A thief crept into a guy’s 

Manhattan Avenue apart-
ment and ran off with a sin-
gle key during the early morn-
ing hours of March 10.

The victim woke up in his 
apartment near Skillman Av-
enue at 4:20 am and opened 
his bedroom door to see some 
creep’s silhouette in his liv-
ing room, police said. 

When the victim said 

“Hello, who’s there?” the 
perp scampered out the front 
door and fled on foot in an 
unknown direction, accord-
ing to authorities. The vic-
tim noticed the sneak had 
snatched a gold key from a 
key ring on a table next to 
the front door, according to 
a police report. Police said 
the perp apparently came in 
through the front door with-
out using force.

Slim pickings
Two greedy goons robbed 

a couple of guys at gunpoint 
on Dobbin Street on March 
9, but only made off with a 
few bucks.

The two victims were near 
Norman Avenue at 4:43 am 
when the cretins crept up 
behind them and said “Give 
me your wallet” as one of 
the perps brandished a gun, 
cops said. 

The baddies, who wore 
bandanas over their faces, 
snatched a single dollar from 
one of the victims and $6 from 
the other, police said. The mis-
creants fled on foot towards 
Norman Avenue, according 
to authorities.

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Bushwick

Shove off
A couple of dirtbags shoved 

a guy to the ground and robbed 
him at gunpoint at the cor-
ner of McKibbin and Bog-
art Streets on the morning of 
March 13.

The guy was on his way 
home at around 5:35 am when 
the two goons came up and 
forced him to the ground, 
then pulled guns and said 
“Shut up or I’ll shoot you,” 
police said. 

The duo grabbed the vic-
tim’s phone, iPod, and a wad 
of cash before fleeing down 
McKibbin Street towards 
White Street, according to 
a police report. Cops say a 
witness backed up the vic-
tim’s story.

Grab and go
A cretin snatched a woman’s 

wallet out of her hand on Har-
rison Place on March 11.

The lady was near Mor-
gan Avenue at 6:20 pm when 
the low-life snuck up behind 

her and grabbed her wallet 
— containing $100 in cash 
— out of her hand before 
fleeing down Morgan Ave-
nue towards Ingraham Street, 
police said. 

Who is he?
A bandit busted into a 

Moore Street apartment on 
March 9 and ran off with a 
guy’s wallet.

The victim told cops he 
woke up at around 10:30 am 
in his place between White 
and Bogart streets and saw 
the troublemaker grabbing his 
wallet. The victim said “Who 
are you?” and the shady char-
acter fled through the front 
door of the apartment, accord-
ing to a police report. 

The victim’s apartment 
door had been unlocked, 
cops said. Police said camera 
footage from a nearby Seigel 

Street building shows a guy 
matching the victim’s descrip-
tion of the perp trying to open 
apartment doors 30 minutes 
before the incident. 

Lucky break-in 
A thief broke into a wom-

an’s Scholes Street apartment 
and snatched a bunch of cash 
sometime in the afternoon of 
March 11.

The victim locked up and 
left her apartment between 
Manhattan and Graham av-
enues at 4 pm, then returned 
at 11 pm to find $1,200 miss-
ing from her backpack and 
her dresser drawers thrown 
around, police said. 

The victim said there was 
a crack on the apartment door 
that had not been there be-
fore, cops said.

— Allegra Hobbs

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

A man wearing an 
American flag bandanna 
over his face slashed a 
woman in Ditmas Park 
on March 10.

The nationalistic good-
for-nothing came up from 
behind the woman on Bev-
erly Road between Rugby 
and Argyle roads around 
9:45 am and knifed her 
in the neck, police said. 
The two are apparently 
strangers and did not in-
teract before the attack, 

law enforcement sources 
said. It did not appear to 
be racially motivated, 
cops said.

The woman went to 
Maimonides Medical Cen-
ter in stable condition, po-
lice said. 

Cops recovered two 
knives at the scene, offi-
cials said.

It is the most recent in a 
spate of random slashings 
that  motivated the Guard-
ian Angels to renew sub-
way patrols after more than 
a decade .

Scary slashing 
in Ditmas Park

Police and the K-9 Unit were searching for a 
man who slashed a woman’s neck in Ditmas 
Park on March 10.
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Grand
Reopening

By Allegra Hobbs
Brooklyn Paper

Family members who have 
been fighting the hasty evic-
tion of their loved ones from 
a notorious Park Slope old-
folks  home now owe the 
owner $50 million for drag-
ging his name through the 
mud, the landlord claims in 
a new lawsuit.

Prospect Park Residence 
owner Haysha Deitsch is su-
ing five of the people he has 
been fighting in court since he 
tried to boot their wizened kin 
out of his tony Grand Army 
Plaza building two years ago 
so he could sell it for $76 mil-
lion, claiming they have mali-
ciously smeared his name and 
are really just trying to get 
their hands on the money he 
stands to earn from the sale.

“The Defendants have 
willingly and intentionally 
become part and parcel of a 
plan and scheme to bring nu-
merous lawsuits,” reads the 
suit filed late last month, “with 
the purpose to interfere and 
prevent any sale of the Pros-
pect Park Residence going for-

Settling old scores
Owner of notorious old folks home sues 
families of residents he tried to evict

ward unless they shared in the 
profits of any such sale, and 
to cause mental anguish and 
harm to Deitsch.”

The suit specifically sin-
gles out the daughter of a late 
Holocaust survivor, who re-
cently filed a wrongful death 
suit claiming her dad died after 
the residence barred him from 
bringing his oxygen tank into 
the home and he had to leave. 

Deitsch’s suit calls the 
claim “outrageously false 
and baseless,” but her law-
yer maintains the eviction 
contributed to his demise.

“This guy, who was a 
Holocaust survivor, had to 
choose between going home 
and breathing,” said lawyer 
John O’Hara, who also rep-
resented the family of  the 
late “Kung Fu” Judge John 
Phillips after he died at the 
facility , and has seven other 
wrongful death actions pend-
ing against Deitsch. “He per-
ished because he was sad — 
he died of a broken heart.” 

The high-profile court bat-
tles have been going on since 
Deitsch announced he was 
closing the home in March 
2014 due to financial hard-
ship and gave his 120-odd 
residents 90 days to leave 
— though this paper  later 
revealed  he had inked a multi-
million-dollar deal to sell the 
building months earlier.

Most of the seniors did 
leave, but a handful refused 
to go, and their families sued 
Deitsch and the state — which 
rubber-stamped the scheme 
— claiming they weren’t 
given enough time or assis-
tance to relocate their frail 
relatives.

The court  ordered him to 

keep the place up and run-
ning for the holdouts , but the 
case became mired in side-
show battles after the resi-
dents claimed Deitsch  was 
trying to force them out  by 
hiking their rent and cutting 
amenities — depriving them 
of  air-conditioning during the 
summer heat  and  serving up 
moldy food  — and he and the 
state  then refused to pay for 
a court-mandated temporary 
caretaker to step in . 

But Deitsch’s lawsuit 
claims he is the real victim, 
and the stubborn family mem-
bers should pay for ruining 
his big pay day and slamming 
him with “false and deroga-
tory” allegations in the court 
room and the media. 

Deitsch’s name certainly 
has taken a beating —  Coun-
cilman Brad Lander (D–
Park Slope) publicly called 
him “evil”  while  the judge 
ripped into him  for crying 
poor when he secretly stood 
to make millions.

An attorney for the surviv-
ing tenants’ relatives says the 
claims in the suit are com-
pletely false, and the defen-
dants’ rep will issue a re-
sponse by April 15.

“We believe it is meritless,” 
said lawyer Jason Johnson. 
“The fact of the matter is, 
there is no basis for anything 
he has in there.”

Deitsch’s attorney did not 
return a request for com-
ment.

The beleagured Pros-
pect Park Residence.

By Allegra Hobbs
Brooklyn Paper

This empty nest is about 
to be filled.

Beloved-but-shuttered 
Greenpoint Avenue event 
space Polonaise Terrace will 
be the new home of the Brook-
lyn Night Bazaar,  a popular 
late-night flea market  that lost 
its original venue last year — 
and locals say the entertain-
ment hubs are a match made 
in heaven.

“The Polonaise is a sta-
ple of the neighborhood, and 
to see it empty for all these 
years has been pretty sad,” 

said Denae Padeco. “To have 
the Brooklyn Night Bazaar 
there I think would be a great 
transition.”

The multi-level venue 
for decades served the local 
Polish community as a party 
venue, hosting and catering 
large weddings and birth-
day parties in its four deca-
dent reception halls until it 
closed in 2013.

But the once-lively hall has 
become a seedy hangout for 
troublemakers after sitting 
empty for years, says one 
neighbor, making the need 
to fill it with activity more 
urgent than ever.

Now ‘Bazaar’
Old club will be new home 
to late-night fl ea market

“It’s a blighted spot that I 
have to look at day after day,” 
said Peter Kirschhausen, who 
owns several buildings across 
from the Polonaise and has 
seen riffraff using drugs in the 
venue’s doorway. “It’s imper-
ative we fill this space with 
a dynamic yet responsibly-
run operation.”

The owners of the sprawl-
ing nocturnal bazaar — which 
offers a smorgasbord of lo-
cal beer and food alongside 
rock concerts and arcade 
games — vacated their pre-
vious Banker Street digs af-
ter being  r eplaced by a lux-
ury car dealership .

Community Board 1 on 
Tuesday overwhelmingly 
approved the market’s re-
quest for a liquor license in 
the new space — only one 
of the 31 gathered members 
voted against the application 
— but the State Liquor Au-

thority will ultimately de-
cide whether the bazaar can 
sling booze.

Founder Belvy Klein as-
sured community members 
that the red-eye operation — 
which would be open from 
6 pm to 1 am on weekdays 
and from 11 am to 1 am on 
weekends — comes in peace, 
pledging to keep the noise 
down with any measures nec-
essary. Security guards will 
curb rowdy behavior on the 
street, while organizers may 
sound-proof the venue to keep 
the late-night fun locked in, 
he said.

If all goes according to 
plan, the huge festival-style 
market will spread across the 
venue’s three tiers to hold a 
restaurant, mini golf, private 
karaoke rooms, stages for mu-
sic acts, and a vending room 
for 50 local craftsmen to sell 
their wares. 
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One fact is simple: poor planning or no planning will hurt your loved ones.

Connors and Sullivan invites you to one of our FREE seminars to learn 
about elder law, trusts and estates law, and estate planning.

We’ll help you 
make educated decisions.

Get answers to questions such as:
- How can I protect assets

from the government?
- How can I save myself from
expensive nursing home bills?

- How can I spare my loved ones
from the difficulties of probate?

Call (718) 238-6500 to make your seminar reservation or schedule a FREE consultation.
Offices are located in Bay Ridge, Bayside, Middle Village, Manhattan, and Staten Island.

ATTORNEY ADVERTISEMENT: Connors and Sullivan Attorneys-At-Law PLLC: 7408 5th Avenue Ste. 2 Brooklyn NY 11209

�

�

We’re also on the radio.

TUNE IN to AM 970 The Answer and
AM 570 The Mission, Saturdays at

6:00 PM to listen to
Ask the Lawyer with 

Mike Connors.
www.askthelawyer.nyc

BROOKLYN –
SHEEPSHEAD BAY
11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM

Buckley’s
2926 Avenue S

Mon. March 28th

BROOKLYN –
BAY RIDGE

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
The Greenhouse Café

7717 Third Avenue

Tues. March 29th

QUEENS –
MASPETH

11 AM & 3 PM & 7PM
Connolly’s Corner
71-17 Grand Avenue

Thur. March 31st

QUEENS –
BAYSIDE

11 AM & 3 PM
The Adria

221-17 Northern Blvd.

Fri. April 1st

tana was asked.
“It doesn’t matter,” he said. 

“I can see his core and I know 
he is sweet. Besides, it’s all 
about the mindset. Walk like 
you have the charisma.”

Again, Santana was asked, 
have you met Kuntzman?

“Just be confident — not 
arrogant, but confident,” San-
tana said.

Kuntzman admitted that he 
often falls over the line from 
self-assurance to self-impor-
tance, and Santana agreed to 
continue working with the 
addled scribe in future calls 
(with a $51 co-pay by Kuntz-

man’s GHI insurance).
In other parts of the broad-

ranging interview, Santana re-
vealed:

• He’s backing Hillary Clin-
ton for president and hopes 
she’ll pick Bernie Sanders for 
vice president. “We need poli-
ticians who bring the compas-
sion, not a KKK rally,” San-
tana said. “Compassion is the 
opposite of excluding people 
who aren’t like you. I came 
from the generation of Wood-
stock so I can’t change my 
stripes and I can’t change my 
spots. I represent John Len-
non and Marvin Gaye, who 
are on the other side. So I sup-

port Hillary.”
• He’s sick of a nation of 

fear. “I watch TV and the 
entire country is selling 
fear. ‘Legends,’ ‘Quantico’ 
and those shows present the 
CIA and the FBI as the bad 
guy — well, maybe they’re 
onto something. ... America 
is Halloween every day, but no 
candy. Let’s change that to ac-
centuate the beauty and grace 
instead of a KKK rally.”

• He thinks Santana was 
only the third best band at 
Woodstock. “It was Sly Stone, 
Jimi Hendrix and Santana,” 
he said. Why third? “Because 
I was there. I never heard Sly 
Stone perform like he did at 
Woodstock.”

Santana was phoning in 
to promote his new album 

— “Santana IV” — which 
unites him with his former 
bandmates, which he hasn’t 
done in decades. Santana’s 
tour kicks off in Las Vegas 
on March 21, and comes to 
Gaphattan on April 13 at Mad-
ison Square Garden.

Also on the show was for-
mer Brooklyn Paper colum-
nist Mike McLaughlin, whose 
“ Search ” will come to an end 
this week in Los Angeles, 
when he ties the knot with 
his old girlfriend, Emily, the 
woman who broke his heart 
originally, sending him on 
a month’s-long quest for an 
apartment and a new lover — 
all chronicled in this paper.

The unmarried  Foster  
stayed throughout, yet offered 
no advice to McLaughlin.

Continued from page 1

RADIO...

CPCS
Community Partnership Charter School

WE BELIEVE IT TAKES A COMMUNITY…

What We Promote:                              
Enrichment Programs                         

Mastery in Math 
and English        

Conceptual Learning                
Mentoring & Family 

Support

What We Offer:
Full-day classes for 
Pre-Kindergarten – 

8th Grade  
25 scholars per class 
with two teachers
Art, Music & P.E. 

classes daily

What We Believe:                                                               
Respect. 

Excellence. 
Attentiveness. 

Critical thinking. 
Heart. 

R. E. A. C. H.

CPSC Middle School
Grades 5 – 8                                   

114 Kosciuszko St, Brooklyn (Nostrand & Marcy Aves)

Please call 718 636-3904 with any questions or 
to learn more about the Middle School. 

Come and see what Community Partnership is all about!
 1 School – 2 Locations

CPSC Lower School
Grades Pre-K – 4                                   

241 Emerson Pl, Brooklyn (Lafayette & Classon Aves)

Sat, March 19th @ 10:30am
To RSVP: Call 718-399-3824

We are now accepting applications for 2016–2017!
APPLICATION DEADLINE APRIL 1, 2016

Visit www.cpcsschool.org for more info

Regular readers of The Brooklyn Paper know all about 
how reporter Mike McLaughlin got dumped and 
kicked out of his apartment in the same week of 2008 
and have been reading about his attempts to rebuild 
his shattered life in these very pages. This week, we 
proudly present the final edition of “The Search,” after 
eight years of, well, searching. 

At last, the ‘Search’ is over

And I’m even begin-
ning to appreciate 
brunch.

You all remember that awk-
ward guy railing against a cer-
tain overpriced mid-morning 
meal and chronicling my 
post-breakup life after I got 
dumped and lost my apart-
ment that summer.

Well, you’ll be happy to 
know I’m living the dream.

It’s 2016: I’m still awk-
ward, but now I have a home 
in Oakland and I’m marry-
ing my girlfriend on Friday. 
And I owe it all to the Brook-
lyn Paper.

I remember that assign-
ment, back in 2008, when I 
got dumped, and the Paper’s 
Barnum-like editor back then 
decided it would be fun to give 
the readers a window on my 
circus-like life: just dumped 
and newly homeless.

“It’ll be great — we’ll 
give them all a rooting in-
terest in your recovery,” he 
said. “Or, of course, it’ll be 
an even better cautionary tale 
if you fail.”

I was dubious — but I also 
saw the logic. Here I was, 
homeless and loveless. Cer-

roach-filled, or so noisy that 
it reminded me of the apart-
ment under the Thunderbolt 
in “Annie Hall.” Even when 
I finally settled on one, in 
Ditmas Park, a friend drew 
the only conclusion possi-
ble: “This place looks like 
it’s owned by Raskolnikov’s 
landlady!”

The second search — for 
love — went a lot better, and 
I have my experience writing  
the column to thank. See, dur-
ing The Search, I went to ev-
ery event I could: community 
board meeting, zoning board 
hearing, campaign rally, bar 
opening, you name it — all 
with my editor’s words ring-
ing in my ear (“Get out there 
and play the field!”). No, I 
never met anyone on CB6, 
but I spent so much time on 

the prowl channeling my in-
ner Keith that when I ran into 
that former girlfriend again, I 
was a different man making a 
very different impression.

My fiancee Emily is a 
beautiful, intelligent, and all-
around amazing woman, but 
that isn’t why I’m writing to-
day. This is all about the wis-
dom I gained and exploitation 
I put myself through by writ-
ing The Search.

She’s made me a better man 
forever, and even convinced 
me that brunch — which I 
once called a  well-oiled gas-
tronomic sham , a frivolous 
use of the midday hours and a 
swindle that preys upon peo-
ple in relationships — is a dish 
best served warm.

Thanks for taking the ride 
with me all these years.

tainly there was no person bet-
ter suited to cover Brooklyn’s 
horrific housing and meet 
markets than me.

I decided to channel my 
personal hero, Keith Richards. 
Now, of course, I’m no Keith 
Richards (heck, I’m barely 
even Mike McLaughlin), but I 
always admired reckless aban-
don, the way he rattles the 
cage of conformity, the way 
he bays at the moon of me-
diocrity, the way he spits in 
the face of, well, pretty much 
everyone.

That would be the path 
for me.

The first search didn’t go 
so well — every apartment 
I looked at was cramped, 

The Search
By Mike McLaughlin

Mike and his fiancée.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

T
hey are getting in the final word. 

The organizers of a popular Wil-
liamsburg spelling bee are calling it 

quits on April 4, after hosting a dozen years 
of adult spell-offs at Pete’s Candy Store. The 
brains behind the beloved letter-arranging 
competition says recreational spellers are 
still flocking to the face-off, but they are 
ready to break the spell.

“It’s just as popular as the first day,” said 
founder Bobby Blue, “It’s not only chal-
lenging, it’s riveting and it’s fun.”

Still, it has been a long run, and the bee 
has flown its course, said Blue’s compe-
tition partner.

“Twelve years is an incredibly long time 

to do anything,” said Jen Dziura.
Blue, a Ditmas Park resident who clas-

sifies himself as an “average speller,” cre-
ated the spell-off in after watching the doc-
umentary “Spellbound,” about wiz kids 
competing in the Scripps National Spell-
ing Bee. Each monthly competition has 
given 15 adults a chance to live out their 
spelling dreams in a three-round bee with 
a beer in their hand. 

The pair originally thought the event 
would simply bee a bunch of people get-
ting drunk and trying their hand at an el-
ementary school novelty, but they found 
that people got pretty serious about their 
spelling and were more focused on win-
ning than their beers. 

“There was an assumption that people 
would be a little more tipsy,” said Dziura, who 

lives in Park Slope. “But people who show 
up are pretty serious about winning.”

The talent pool usually consists of a mix 
of novice spellers and regulars, said Dziura, 
who frequently trips people up on words 
such as “aebleskiver” — Danish pancake 
puffs — and one of the words pronounced 
“fare-oh,” which can be spelled in four 
different ways.

Each bee winner receives a small prize, 

like a dictionary or candy. The closing clash 
on April 4 will also feature cake for all partici-
pants, and a live rendition of the spelling bee’s 
 catchy theme song , sung by the hosts.  

This might not be the end for the origi-
nal spelling bee — which has become so 
famous that “Law and Order: Special Vic-
tims Unit” once modeled a murder victim 
on Dziura. Blue said the pair might host a 
few one-off competitions, and he is look-
ing to get celebrities like the brainy Emma 
Watson involved.

But even though he’s looking to the fu-
ture, he is still s-a-d to leave the well-known 
bee behind. 

“I’ll miss working with Jen, the cama-
raderie of the people, and the whole thing 
altogether,” said Blue. “I don’t think there’s 
anything I won’t miss.” 

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

H
e wrote the sounds of silence.

The cacophony of Coney Is-
land’s Boardwalk — the roar of 

the Cyclone and crashing of the waves 
— takes center stage in the new, lav-
ishly illustrated children’s book “The 
Sound of All Things.” The book’s au-
thor, who will appear at the Brooklyn 
Public Library on March 19, based 
the story on his memories of grow-
ing up with a deaf mother and father 
in 1930s Brooklyn.

“Write about what you know maybe 
is true,” said Myron Uhlberg, now 
82. “On self-examination, what I did 
know is growing up with two deaf par-
ents in Brooklyn. Of course I have to 
write about Brooklyn because that’s 
what I knew.” 

“The Sound of All Things” — Uhl-
berg’s seventh published book — fo-
cuses on a typical weekend from his 
childhood, spent on Coney Island with 

his parents. During these expeditions, 
Uhlberg’s father would ask him to trans-
late the sound of the Boardwalk, to “ex-
plain what things sound like, things he 
could never hear,” he said.

The book’s focus on noise made 
creating the images a difficult task, 
said the book’s illustrator. 

“Given that it’s a book about sound, 
it was a challenge to try to figure out 
ways to use visual stimulants in the 
painting to show sound,” said Ted Pa-
poulas, a former Brooklynite who now 
lives in New Jersey. 

Papoulas researched old photos of 
Brooklyn streets and of the Board-

walk in order to create his paintings 
of Coney Island in the 1930s. Papou-
las said that it required a careful pro-
cess of “thinking of each page and 
what had to be depicted, and adding 
details and textures to it to make the 
scene come to life.”  

Uhlberg — who now lives in Cali-

fornia — and Papoulas will meet for 
the first time at the Brooklyn Public 
Library event on March 19. During the 
book’s publication process, they com-
municated by e-mail and phone. 

While he is in Brooklyn, Uhlberg 
plans to head back to Coney Island and 
chow down on some Nathan’s hot dogs 

on the Boardwalk. He is also excited 
to share the Brooklyn he grew up in 
with readers, because so much of that 
world has changed, he said. 

“The book is my Christmas pres-
ent, or birthday present, to the Brook-
lyn that I once lived, and I remember, 
and will never forget,” he said. 

Foam fight

It is a battle of the baristas!
New York’s best coffee art creators are 

foaming at the mouth to compete in a no-holds 
barred latte art competition at the Coffee and 
Tea Festival New York City in Greenpoint on 
March 19. The 32 competitors will use milk 
and espresso to form flowers, portraits, and 
artsy swirls in their cups, despite a series of 
challenges designed to give them the jitters, 
a competition organizer said.

“The size of the cups might change for ex-
ample, or you will have to pour a latte from 
several feet up into a cup on the ground, so you 
have to be versatile,” said Shaak Shatursun, of 
Cafe Grumpy, the sponsor of the event.

The roughly 90-minute competition will 
have multiple one-on-one rounds, narrowing 
down the coffee field to a final emperor of 
espresso. The hot pouring action will be pro-
jected onto a large screen, so audience mem-
bers can get a close look at the results at the 
same time as the judges. 

The competition’s three judges will score 
the competitors based on creativity and on 
the technical aspects of their work, including 
how crisply their foamed milk contrasts with 
the espresso, Shatursun said.

Winning the competition has its perks — 
first place prize is $500, and second place is 
a trove of caffeine-loaded goods from festi-
val vendors.

One competitor, a manager at Cafe Grumpy’s 
Grand Central Terminal location, said he will 
roast the competition with his consistency.

“I’ve been working on making it really sym-
metrical and adding a lot of layers — it’s not 
really something specifically fancy, just work-
ing on the perfect tulip,” said Alex Kim.

The foam feud is part of a two-day fes-
tival of caffeinated beverages, with dem-
onstrations, seminars, and tastings from 
60 vendors. 

Those who watch the latte throwdown 
can keep up their coffee consumption by 
slurping down the works of art once they 
have been judged, Shatursen said.

“We hate to throw them out, so if any-
one wants to drink them they are up for 

grabs,” he said.
The Coffee and Tea Festival New York City’s 

Latte Art Throwdown at Brooklyn Expo Center 
[72 Noble St. at Franklin Street in Greenpoint, 
(631) 940–7290, www.coffeeandteafestival.com/
nyc]. March 19 at 1 pm. $25. Festival lasts March 
19–20, noon–6 pm.  — Dennis Lynch

D I N I N G

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick — “All To-
morrow’s Parties” by Rob Spillman 

This memoir is like a mix tape, with the mu-
sic recorded off the radio with a bit of commer-

cial or static. “All Tomor-
row’s Parties” opens at an 
underground rave in an 
abandoned subway sta-
tion, then fragments be-
tween Spillman’s youth 
in West Berlin and Bal-
timore, summers spent 
with his father in Colo-
rado, and his early 20s 
when he returned to a 
newly re-united Berlin. 
Consider it a love letter 

to youth and to finding yourself.
— Jess Pane, Greenlight Bookstore [686 Ful-

ton St. between S. Elliott Place and S. Portland 
Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 246–0200,  www.
greenlightbookstore.com ].

Community Bookstore’s pick — “Steel-
work” by Gilbert Sorrentino

Gilbert Sorrentino was a brilliant chronicler 
of local voices, and “Steelwork” is his ode to 
the Brooklyn tongue. Set 
between the years 1935 
and 1951, this novel in 
non-chronological snap-
shots follows the life of a 
Bay Ridge neighborhood 
and its residents, as they 
slowly atomize in the 
wake of World War II and 
the greed-driven post-war 
economy. Family meals, 
drunken carousing, petty 
crimes, ball games in the 
street — all are rendered 
sacred and profane through Sorrentino’s loving, 
funny, and deeply human portraiture.

— Hal Hlavinka, Community Bookstore [43 
Seventh Ave. between Carroll Street and Gar-
field Place in Park Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.
commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

Word’s pick — “Inferno” by Eileen 
Myles

This autobiographical novel chronicles the 
time in Myles’s life when she moved to New York 

City and discovered her-
self, both as a lesbian and 
as a poet. It blurs the line 
between memoir and fic-
tion, and uses poetry to 
propel the story forward 
in really unexpected ways. 
The language is so gor-
geous, I marked my copy 
up with underlines and ex-
clamation points all over 
the darn place.

— Andi Talarico, 
Word [126 Franklin St. 

at Milton Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096, 
 www.wordbrooklyn.com ].

Reading picks
B O O KS

Silent riding
Kids’ book recalls a 1930s 
Coney trip with deaf dad

Spelled out
Adult alphabet battle will have one fi nal spell-check

The fi nal Williamsburg Spelling Bee 
at Pete’s Candy Store [709 Lorimer St. 
between Frost and Richardson streets 
in Williamsburg, (718) 302–3770, spell-
ingblog4.blogspot.com]. April 4 at 7 
pm. Free.

E V E N T

“The Sound of All Things” at the 
Brooklyn Central Library Dweck 
Center [10 Grand Army Plaza be-
tween Flatbush Avenue and East-
ern Parkway in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 230–2100, www.bklynlibrary.
org]. March 19 at 1 pm. Free. 

A R T

Words to the wise: Williamsburg Spelling Bee founder Bobby Blue has been hosting the event at Pete’s Candy Store for more than a decade. Your last chance to join the 
word competition will be on April 4.
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Signing the sounds of the Cyclone: Author Myron Uhlberg used memories from his childhood in 
1930s Brooklyn, when he served as his deaf father’s translator, in order to write his new children’s book, 
“The Sound of All Things.” He will read from the book on March 19.
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
March 18

Bright eyes
Singer and opera com-
poser Shara Worden 
returns to rock music 
tonight, performing 
with her band My 
Brightest Diamond. 
The electrifying live 
show combines hard-
charging rock with 
electronica, pop, and 
chamber opera ele-
ments. Something for 
everyone!

8 pm at Bric House [647 
Fulton St. at Rockwell 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
683–5600, www.bricarts-
media.org]. $29 ($25 in 
advance).

SATURDAY
March 19

Dirty pics
Photographer Steven 
Hirsch risked his 
health by snapping 
close-ups of the oil 
slicks and effluvia of 
the Gowanus Canal 
over the last few 
years — but you can 
take a less-fragrant 
look at the strangely 
beautiful polluted 
waters this afternoon, 
at the exhibit and 
launch party for his 
photo book “Gow-
anus Waters.”

3 pm at Gowanus 
Souvenir Shop [543 Union 
St. at Nevins Street in 
Gowanus, (424) 888–2869, 
www.gowanussouvenir.
com].  Free.

SUNDAY
March 20

Let’s ride!
Summer starts in 
March with the open-
ing of Luna Park in 
Coney Island! The 
season kicks off today 
with the “Blessing of 
the Rides” at the 
Wonder Wheel, 
where the first 96 visi-
tors will get a free 
spin in honor of the 
Wheel’s 96th year. 
The first 100 riders at 
the Cyclone also get a 
free ride.

11 am at Deno’s Wonder 
Wheel Park [1025 
Boardwalk at West 12th 
Street in Coney Island, 
(718) 372–2592], www.
wonderwheel.com. Free.

TUESDAY
March 22

Revenge of 
the nerds
We are sure that Glen 
Weldon, a regular on 
National Public 
Radio’s “Pop Culture 
Happy Hour,” has 
strong opinions about 
the best Batman film 
(answer: “The Lego 
Movie”). Ask him 
about it when he dis-
cusses his new book 
“The Caped Crusade: 
Batman and the Rise 
of Nerd Culture.”

7 pm at Word Bookstore 
[126 Franklin St. between 
Milton and Noble streets 
in Greenpoint, (718) 383–
0096], www.wordbrook-
lyn.com. Free.

WEDNESDAY
March 23

Get a Clue 
Mrs. Peacock, on the 
stage, with a whiskey 
bottle! Tonight’s “A 
Drinking Game: 
Clue” is a staged 
reading of the 1985 
cult classic murder-
mystery-comedy. It 
might not star Tim 
Curry, but with the 
audience (and the 
cast members) drink-
ing whenever some-
one is introduced or 
gets killed off, you 
might not notice!

8 pm at Littlefield (622 
Degraw St. between Third 
and Fourth avenues in 
Gowanus, www.little-
fieldnyc.com). $10 ($8 in 
advance).

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, MARCH 18
TALK, FRAN LEBOWITZ AND FRANK 

RICH: Cultural critic Lebowitz and 
journalist and commentator Rich dis-
cuss culture and politics. $35. 8 pm. 
BAM Howard Gilman Opera House 
(30 Lafayette Ave. between Ashland 
Place and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org. 

THEATER, “BRING A WEASEL AND 
A PINT OF YOUR OWN BLOOD” 
FESTIVAL: New works by Brooklyn 
College playwrights, inspired by 
Maxim Gorky’s “Reminiscences of 
Tolstoy, Chekhov, and Andreev.” $18 
($15 for students). 8 pm. Jack (505 
Waverly Ave. between Fulton Street 
and Atlantic Avenue in Clinton Hill), 
www.jackny.org. 

MUSIC, SNEAK PEEK AT NEW OP-
ERAS: Get an advance look at new 
opera “The Leopard” and “Rated R 
for Rat.” Free with RSVP. 8 pm. South 
Oxford Space [138 S. Oxford St. 
between Hanson Place and Atlantic 
Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 398–
4024], www.aopopera.org/events. 

MUSIC, COMIC TALES OF TRAGIC 
HEARBREAK: Mappa Mundi and 
Tim Hauf open. $5 suggested dona-
tion. 8 pm. The Way Station [683 
Washington Ave. between St. Marks 
Avenue and Prospect Place in Pros-
pect Heights, (718) 627–4949], www.
waystationbk.com. 

ART, 21ST SUFFRAGETTES — AN-
NABELLE GUÉRÉDRAT: The perfor-
mance artist creates a piece about 
the role of black women in the Carib-
bean. $10 suggested donation. 9:30 
pm. Grace Exhibition Space (840 
Broadway between Park Avenue and 
Ellery Street in Williamsburg), www.
grace-exhibition-space.com. 

SAT, MARCH 19
MUSIC, BREAKDOWN BRASS BAND: 

A crawfi sh boil and New Orleans 
jazz band. $15 ($35 with crawfi sh 
platter). 6 pm. The Hall at MP [470 
Driggs Ave. between N. 10th and N. 
11th streets in Williamsburg, (718) 
387–4001], thehallbrooklyn.com. 

DANCE, KALEY PRUITT DANCE — 
PLACE AND TIME: A large modern 
dance work for seven women, with 
an original score by Kurt Wub-
benhorst. $20 ($16 in advance). 8 
pm. Triskelion Arts [106 Calyer St. 

between Banker Street and Clifford 
Place in Greenpoint, 718–389–3473], 
kaleypruittdance.com. 

“LIGHT — A DARK COMEDY”: A 
show about an 11-year-old’s adven-
tures in a world without light. $18. 
10:30am. Triskelion Arts [106 Calyer 
St. between Banker Street and Clif-
ford Place in Greenpoint, (718) 389–
3473], www.triskelionarts.org. 

¡MANIFEST!: A day of women’s em-
powerment workshops dealing 
with the subjects of arts, healing, 
fi nances, and holistic healthcare. 
Song, dance, theater and spoken 
word performances start at 6 pm. 
$10 suggested donation. Noon. El 
Puente [211 S. Fourth St. at Roebling 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 387–
0404], www.elpuente.us. 

FUND RAISER, CONEY ISLAND USA 
SPRING GALA: A benefi t perfor-
mance with sword swallowing, snake 
charming, tassle twirling, and more. 
$125–$175. 8 pm. Sideshows by the 
Seashore [1208 Surf Ave. between 
W. 12th Street and Stillwell Avenue 
in Coney Island, (718) 372–5159], 
www.coneyisland.com. 

SUN, MARCH 20
PARK SLOPE ST. PATRICK’S DAY 

PARADE: The 41st annual event 
kicks off at Bartel Pritchard Square, 
marches up 15th Street, down 
Seventh Avenue, up Garfi eld Place 
and then back along Prospect Park 
West. Free. 1 pm. to Bartel Pritchard 
Square (15th Street at Prospect Park 
West in Park Slope). 

BAY RIDGE ST. PATRICK’S DAY PA-
RADE: Ridge residents celebrate 
the wearing of the green with a mass 
at 9:30 am at St. Patrick’s Church, 
parade kicks off at 1 pm at line up 
at noon at Marine Avenue and Third 
Avenue and travels down Third Av-
enue to the reviewing stand to 67th 

See 9 DAYS on page 10

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

FRI, MAR 18
SPORTS, NCAA BASKETBALL 

CHAMPIONSHIP, FIRST 
ROUND: $225–$300. Time TBA.

SUN, MAR 20
SPORTS, NCAA BASKETBALL 

CHAMPIONSHIP, SECOND 
ROUND: $225–$300. Time TBA.

MON, MAR 21
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

VS PHILADELPHIA FLYERS: 
$15–$935. 7:30 pm.

TUE, MAR 22
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS 

CHARLOTTE HORNETS: $20–
$3,000. 7:30 pm.

WED, MAR 23
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLAND-

ERS VS OTTOWA SENATORS: 
$15–$935. 7:30 pm.

THU, MAR 24
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS 

CLEVELAND CAVALIERS: $75–
$4,000. 7:30 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to introduce 
Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-
in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and the New York Daily News’ 
Gersh Kuntzman every Monday at 4:30 pm for an 
hour of talk on topics Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-out 
segments, can be listened to live or played anytime 
at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH MONDAY AT 4:30PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

On your feet: The Philadelphia Flyers will try to stay upright 
during the March 21 game against the New York Islanders. 
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By Allegra Hobbs
Brooklyn Paper

T
here is no one pulling the strings.

A Boerum Hill orchestral mu-
sic festival will spotlight the out-

of-this-world arrangements of modern 
string orchestra wizards, featuring com-
positions that use spoken word, video, 
and electronic elements. The three-
day “String Theories” fest will kick 
off on March 22 with an eerie, drone-
like 1980s-era piece with no conductor, 
which the show’s artistic director says is 
a perfectly out-there place to start.

“At that time, it was a radical depar-
ture from what had come before,” said Eli 
Spindel, the founder of the String Orches-
tra of Brooklyn, who chose John Cage’s 
“Twenty-Three” to begin the group’s 
festival. “I thought it was an interest-
ing way to kick it off and pay homage 
to what used to be avant-garde.”

The 23-minute, 23-instrument piece 
is an abstract, loosely-composed ar-
rangement of shifting tones, with a 
metronome to keep the time and mu-
sicians who choose when to start and 
stop playing, making each performance 
unique. Spindel’s interpretation places 
the orchestra in a circle around the 
audience — a 360-degree approach 
meant to surround listeners with the 
spooky tones. 

“It has a massive sound that rises 
and falls and gets louder and softer 
very gently and imperceptibly,” said 

Spindel. “It makes sense to surround 
the audience with the sound.”

The festival’s second day will feature 
two world premieres: a piece by com-
poser Taylor Brook called “Tarantism” 
— a cacophony of crashing rhythms 
featuring a baritone performer read-
ing a 16th-century text about curing 
tarantula bites through music and 
dance — and “Cipher,” a composition 
by Alexandra Gardner accompanied 
by electronic sounds that overlap with 
the string music.

All of the works in the festival speak 
to the exciting, still-unexplored musical 
territory out there for orchestral com-
positions, said Spindel. The contem-
porary works often draw from a smor-
gasbord of modern influences.

“People are still exploring that ter-
rain,” he said. “You get a mix of pop, 
rock, and jazz influences — there are 
a lot of genres crashing together.”

Coda of conduct
String fest to start with no conductor

String fling: Cellists Adele Mori and Bryan West, as part of the String Orchestra of Brooklyn, will take part in 
a performance conducted solely by a metronome to kick off the String Theories festival in Boerum Hill.
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“String Theories” at Roulette [509 
Atlantic Ave. at Third Avenue in 
Boerum Hill, (917) 267–0363, www.
roulette.org]. March 22–24 at 8 pm. 
$20 each night ($15 students and 
seniors).

M U S I C

ATLAS
STEAKHOUSE

Hours
Mon–Wed, 5-10:30pm, Thurs-Fri, 4-11:30pm, Sat-Sun, 11am-11:30pm

Saturday & Sunday
11am – 3pm

See menu @ 
www.AtlasSteak.com

LAW ENFORCEMENT & MILITARY DISCOUNTS

Perfection On A Plate
Extraordinary Food
Impeccable Service

Rave Reviews

Enjoy Premium Hand-Cut Steak Nightly, 
Prepared To Perfection 

For A Classic Steakhouse Experience.

Live  
Entertainment

Guitar Nite  
6pm - Close 

Saxophone Nite  
7pm - Close 

B8Transportation QF To
18 Ave. B

Now
Serving

Make 
Reservations  

For Easter 
 Sunday 
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162 Montague St, 2nd Fl, Brooklyn Heights
(718) 522-5555/58  Fax: (718) 522-7555
www.nanatori.com  OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

FREE
DELIVERY

$10 
MIN

Fine Japanese cuisine, 
plus full sushi bar, for 

lunch or dinner

By Adam Ullian
for Brooklyn Paper

H
ere, the comedy is front, 
but maybe not center.

The Front Room 
weekly comedy show, lo-
cated in the front room of 
the Knitting Factory in Wil-
liamsburg, has unique chal-
lenges for comics. With a 
stage near the room’s en-
trance, the jokes are peppered 
with interruptions from new 
arrivals. Music seeps in from 
the back room, and noise 
from a busy street scene 
filters in through the front 
windows. But the Wednes-
day night show, hosted by 
one of four comics on a ro-
tating basis, thrives on the 
energy created by the bois-
terous crowd.

We spoke with co-host 
Anthony DeVito about the 
show’s appeal and his favor-
ite moments dealing with the 
audience.

How does the venue af-
fect the show?

It has an “anything can 
happen” vibe. When I’ve 
been on stage, pretty rou-
tinely, an ambulance or cop 
car will go by — something 
loud and immediate will hap-
pen. And there’s always a 
band playing in the back 
room, so that’s happening. 
There’s a lot of activity in the 
room itself, which is good be-
cause you have to be in the 
moment, which I think makes 
for a more lively show.  

Does the audience appre-
ciate that element of it?

I think they do. I think 
there’s more to it than be-
ing told jokes, one after the 
other. Those things seem to 
get the biggest laughs, when 
the [distractions] happen, and 
then comics play off of those 
moments. I think the comics 
also feel that they’re a part of 
it too, so I think they get a lot 
of enjoyment out of it. 

Have there been any ce-
lebrity drop-ins? 

There was one where I 
was hosting. I was looking 

over the crowd at the back 
and halfway through my set 
I realized that Rawls [played 
by actor John Doman] from 
“The Wire” was there. I was 
like “Holy s---, that’s crazy!” 
And then it became a thing 
where after every joke I told 
I would look back at him to 
see what his reaction was, 
and he laughed. 

How have comics dealt 
with disruptive audience 
members?

There was a woman who 
was just talking and talking. 
It was getting louder and 
louder as Rob Cantrell was 
closing out the show. It got to 
a point where it was so loud 
that it was hard to focus on 
Rob because of her, and dur-
ing his last minute or so, he 
finally addressed it. All of 
the chairs in the front were 
empty so he stepped on each 
chair leading to this woman 
in the back until he was pretty 
much screaming his jokes at 
her to make sure she would 
listen. It was impressive be-
cause she had no clue what 
she was doing wrong.

Faces Front!
Where funny fi ghts for attention

The front man: Anthony DeVito hosts the Front 
Room Comedy show at the Knitting Factory, where 
comedians must compete with the lively street 
scene outiside the windows.
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Street. St. Patrick’s Church 
(9511 Fourth Ave. at 94th 
Street in Bay Ridge). 

MUSIC, REEL CELTIC: Free. 3 
pm. Paddy’s of Park Slope 
[273 13th St. between Fifth 
and Sixth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 369–0831]. 

MUSIC, THE COGAN BROTH-
ERS: Traditional Irish tunes 
from punk scholar Brian 
Cogan and his bros. Also 
playing: Stellar Kowalski. 
Free. 4–8 pm. Hamil-
ton’s [2826 Fort Hamilton 
Pkwy. at E. Fourth Street 
in Windsor Terrace, (718) 
438–0488], www.hamiltons-
brooklyn.com. 

FILM, “BROKEN BLOSSOMS” 
SILENT FILM: A tragic plea 
for tolerance directed by 
D.W. Griffi th in 1919, star-
ring Lillian Gish. With live 
piano accompaniment by 
Bernie Anderson. Free. 
12:30 pm. Brooklyn Public 
Library’s Central branch [10 
Grand Army Plaza, between 
Eastern Parkway and Flat-
bush Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 230–2100], 
www.brooklynpubliclibrary.
com. 

MON, MARCH 21
COMEDY, “ASK ME AN-

OTHER”: Hosted by Ophira 
Eisenberg, this rambunc-
tious hour blends brainteas-
ers and local pub trivia night 
with comedy and music. $25 
($20 in advance). 7:30 pm. 
Bell House [149 Seventh St. 

at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus, (718) 643–6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

MUSIC, ED KOBAN: The Na-
tive American musician 
performs his fi rst show 
in Brooklyn. Free. 8 pm. 
Bushwick Public House 
[1288 Myrtle Ave. at Central 
Avenue in Bushwick, (917) 
966–8500], bushwickpublic-
house.com. 

COMEDY, ED SULLIVAN ON 
ACID: A stand-up comedy 
show with free candy! Cre-
ated by Pat O’Shea and 
hosted by Calvin S. Cato 
and Justin Murray. Free. 9 
pm. Freddy’s Bar [627 Fifth 
Ave. between 17th and 
18th streets in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 768–0131], 
www.freddysbar.com. 

TUES, MARCH 22
READING, “EAT, DRINK, 

AND BE LITERARY”: Au-
thor Zadie Smith sits down 
to dinner and discussion. 
$60. 6:30 pm. BAM Cafe 
(30 Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene), 
www.bam.org. 

TALK, THE PRICE OF NICE 
NAILS: One year after writ-
ing a series of articles about 
exploitative labor practices 
in the city’s nail salon indus-
try, reporter Sarah Maslin 
Nir discusses the impact 
of her writing. $5. 6:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Historical Soci-
ety [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

“PETER PAN”: The musical 
fund-raising event hosted 
by the Brooklyn Free School 
helps support kids at the 
school. $20 ($5 children). 7 
pm. Brooklyn Music School 
(126 St. Felix St. between 
Hanson Place and Lafayette 
Avenue in Fort Greene).  

WED, MARCH 23
ART, VIENO MOTORS OPEN-

ING RECEPTION: Helsinki 
artist Ilona Valkonen pres-
ents work of “anarchist 
botany,” created from 
fl owers and found materi-
als. Free. 6:30–8:30 pm. El 
Museo de Los Sures (120 S. 
First St. between Bedford 
Avenue and Berry Street in 
Williamsburg). 

FILM, CUT UP FOR RER-
ELEASE: The American 
debut of the short fi lm 
“Questions to my Father,” 
and a series of new collages 
by Peter Clough. Free. 7 
pm. Wayfarers (1109 Dekalb 
Ave. between Broadway 
and Malcolm X Boulevard in 
Bushwick). 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN RAGA 
MASSIVE: $15. 8 pm. Pio-
neer Works [159 Pioneer St. 
between Imlay and Conover 
streets in Red Hook, (718) 
596–3001], pioneerworks.
org. 

SPORTS, SUMO STEW: A 
sumo-watching party of 
a contest streamed live 
from Japan, and meals of 
traditional duck chankon-
abe, along with bento 
boxes, beer, sake, Nikka 
whiskey, and more. $50. 8 
pm. Brooklyn Brewery [79 
N. 11th St. between Wythe 
Avenue and Berry Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 486–
7422], www.brooklynbrew-
ery.com. 

PURIM UNCORKED: A Purim 
party for people in their 20s 
and 30s, with an open wine 
bar, buffet dinner, Hamen-
tashen and live music. $25. 
8:30 pm. Chagall Bistro [330 
Fifth St. at Fifth Avenue in 
Park Slope, (346) 622–3599], 
www.chagallbistro.com. 

THURS, MARCH 24
MUSIC, GAIL ARCHER: World-

renowned organist Gail Ar-
cher performs. Free. 5 pm. 
Grace Episcopal Church 
[254 Hicks St. at Grace 
Court in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 624–1850], www.
gracebrooklyn.org. 

MUSIC, KYLIAN RELEASE 
PARTY: The pop band 
celebrates the release of 
its new EP with a night of 
witchy dancers and vivid, 
visionary projections. With 
Lady Lamb. $15 ($10 in ad-
vance). 7 pm. House of Yes 
[2 Wyckoff Ave. at Jefferson 
Street in Bushwick, (702) 
354–9318], houseofyes.org. 

THEATER, “PIONEERS GO 
FORTH”: Actors are sus-
pended in a net above the 
audience for a play about 
making choices and the 
limitations placed on the 
experimental nature of our 
young. $18. 8 pm. Jack (505 
Waverly Ave. between Ful-
ton Street and Atlantic Av-
enue in Clinton Hill), www.
jackny.org. 

FRI, MARCH 25
ART, “LANDSCAPES” OPEN-

ING RECEPTION: A new 
group exhibition of land-
scape works from more than 
50 artists. Enter through the 
Terra Firma cafe. 6–10 pm. 
Temporary Storage gallery 
(119 Ingraham St. at Porter 
Avenue in Bushwick), www.
bfpcreative.com/land-
scapes. 

MUSIC, ANNIE SHERMAN 
SINGS KURT WEILL: So-
prano-actress Annie Sher-
man brings you an evening 
of contemporary chamber 
music and Weimar-era 
cabaret. $25. 7 pm. National 
Sawdust [80 N. Sixth St. 
at Wythe Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (646) 779–8455], 
nationalsawdust.org/event/
kai-kight-presents-annie-
sherman. 

SAT, MARCH 26
MUSIC, CABARET CONCERT 

SERIES — VIENNA TO 
WEIMAR: Cabaret singing 
stars KT Sullivan and Karen 
Kohler perform 1870s oper-
ettas and 1930s tunes from 
Bertolt Brecht. $25. 7:30 
pm. Union Temple of Brook-
lyn Social Hall [17 Eastern 
Pkwy. between Grand Army 
Plaza and Underhill Avenue 
in Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–7600], www.union-
temple.org. 

“THE IRON GIANT”: The 
Sunset Park Cinema Club of 
the year features the heart-
breaking robot movie. Kids 
can build their own robots 
with Sunset Spark at 10:30 
am; fi lm starts at 11:45 am. 
Free with RSVP. Industry 
City Factory Floor [241 37th 
St. between Second and 
Third avenues in Sunset 
Park, (718) 417–7362], www.
rooftopfi lms.com. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 8

“The Front Room” at 
the Knitting Factory 
[361 Metropolitan Ave. 
between Havemeyer 
and N. Fourth streets in 
Williamsburg, (347) 529–
6696], bk.knittingfactory.
com. Wednesdays at 8 
pm. Free.

C O M E DY

The pipes are calling: The Bay Ridge St. Patrick’s Day Parade will flood Third Av-
enue with bag-pipers on March 20. The parade will march from Marine Avenue 
to 67th Street, starting at 1 pm.
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7305 Third Avenue, Brooklyn
718.745.0222

www.VesuvioBayRidge.com

Prix Fixe Menu $40
APPE TIZERS

(Choose One)
Caprino Salad mixed greens, goat cheese, tomatoes & nuts with a raspberry vinaigrette

Mozzarella di Casa homemade mozzarella, tomatoes, roasted peppers & olive oil
Cold Antipasto prosciutto, salami, roasted peppers, olives, provolone, 

artichoke hearts & fresh mozzarella
Grilled Portobello topped with roasted peppers & mozzarella

Baked Clams (6)  •  Calamari Fritti

ENTREÉ
(Choose One)

Cheese Ravioli Pomodoro  •  Roasted Leg of Lamb red wine reduction
Homemade Meat Lasagna

Beef Braciola with Cavatelli beef top round fi lled with prosciutto 
& fresh herbs in a marinara sauce

Chicken Vesuvio sautéed chicken breast topped with roasted peppers & fresh mozzarella
Linguine Rio Mare calamari, clams & mussels in a marinara or fra diavolo sauce

Veal Marsala sauteed in a light marsala wine sauce with mushrooms
Homemade Potato Gnocchi Lamb Ragu minced lamb in a homemade Italian sauce

Rack of Lamb add $5 oven roasted in a worcestershire sauce served with broccoli rabe

DESSERT
(Choose One)

Fresh Cannoli  •  Homemade Tiramisu
Homemade Ricotta Cheesecake

KIDS MENU
APPETIZER 

Mozzarella Sticks

ENTREÉ
Chicken Fingers with Fries, Individual Pizza or Ravioli

DESSERT  
Vanilla or Chocolate Ice Cream

$20.00

Happy Easter

Ala Carte Menu 
Also Available

THREE WAYS TO LOVE

BROOKLYN PAPER and BrooklynPaper.com
Your go-to source for a daily dose of Brooklyn!

IN PRINT
Pick up Brooklyn Paper every 
Friday across Greenpoint, 
Williamsburg, Bushwick, 
Downtown, and Brownstone 
Brooklyn. Each paper delivers 
news, arts, sports, and parenting 
in one package.
 

ON YOUR COMPUTER, 
PHONE, OR TABLET
No one else covers Brooklyn 
like BrooklynPaper.com. The site 
is updated throughout the day, 
offering the latest local coverage 
with more depth than any other 
web publication.

IN YOUR INBOX, NEWSFEED, 
OR TIMELINE
Brooklyn Paper will come to you, too. Follow us on 
Twitter at @Brooklyn_Paper, like us on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/BrooklynPaper, and sign up for our 
e-mail news letter at BrooklynPaper.com/about/alerts.
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four other boroughs by choos-
ing an out-of-state competi-
tor to run the ship. Now the 
colorful taxi service says it 
soon won’t make any more 
runs — leaving fans of af-
fordable yet stylish Swedish 
furniture high and dry.

“It will be very difficult 
to swim across the channel 
with all of that furniture,” 
said Water Taxi spokesman 
Jordan Barowitz. “That ferry 
connection has become an in-
tegral part of the transpor-
tation system for the neigh-
borhood.” 

The aqua cab entered a 
bid to operate the new city-
wide ferry service that will 
begin in 2017, but lost out to 
San Francisco-based com-
pany Hornblower Cruises 
and Events, the mayor an-
nounced Wednesday.

The city will subsidize 
the new service, and rides 
will cost the same as a ride 
on the subway. Water Taxi’s 

For more information and to find out about our other 
great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch, call 
800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must open a Flushing Bank Complete Checking Plus account. Get the complete 
access and control you desire with a competitive interest rate and banking on-the-go with our 
Flushing Bank Mobile2 app.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New money only. APY effective March 2, 2016. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot 
be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. A new Complete Checking Plus account 
with a $5,000 minimum initial deposit is required to receive the CD with the advertised rate. Certain fees and restrictions may apply. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance 
is $5,000. A new checking account is not required for IRA accounts. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details. 2 Flushing Bank Mobile Banking is available to all Flushing Bank online 
banking users. Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

24-Month CD

1.30%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

12-Month CD

1.05%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

By Allegra Hobbs
Brooklyn Paper

Talk about whistling Di-
xie!

A team of hospitality pros 
who are not from the South 
just opened a new bar in Wil-
liamsburg themed after a fic-
tional Southern town they in-
vented called Belle Shoals. 
The manager said he couldn’t 
say exactly what part of the 
South — or what era — the 
Mayberry-esque hamlet is 
supposed be from, but each 
barfly can just decide for 
themselves.

“Everyone can have their 
own idea about it,” said Long 
Island native Christopher 
“Peaches” Szablinski of Belle 
Shoals — both the name of 
the bar and the non-existent 
town — which he opened 
earlier this month with a 
team of other non-South-
erners who also run water-

ing holes in Manhattan and 
the Rockaways. “It’s just the 
place to be.”

Indeed, visitors who am-
ble into the Hope Street 
faux-dive could be enter-
ing a quaint middle-of-no-
where town anywhere below 
the Mason-Dixon line, Sz-
ablinksi said, though he did 
narrow down the time frame 
to within the first half of the 
20th century.

The bartender is at least 
from South Carolina, he said, 
and is serving up Southern 
“inspired” cocktails such as a 
pecan pie-flavored Mai Tai as 
well as classics such as Hurri-
canes and Mint Juleps. 

The food follows a simi-
lar theme, with comfort food 
dishes including fried duck 
leg on a biscuit and a $15 
po’boy.

The bar’s interior has a sul-
try, Southern gothic theme 

Faux bar!
New W’burg cocktail joint 
themed for fake Dixie town 

Bartender Jim “Jimbo” Palumbo shakes up a cock-
tail in the glow of fictional Southern town Belle 
Shoals’ neon red lights.
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— red neon lights cast a 
hellish haze over the dark-
wood bar while blues and 
rock tunes warble out of a 
vintage Wurlitzer jukebox, 
said Szablinski.

“You could probably 
shoot ‘True Blood’ here 
and it would fit perfectly,” 
he said, referring to the sexy 
vampire Home Box Office 
show, which was set in the 

swamps of Louisiana.
Szablinski said they are 

also fixing to create a peace-
ful outdoor seating area with 
lavender blossoms and iron-
wrought furniture, which will 
offset the hellish inside.

Belle Shoals [10 Hope 
St. between Roebling and 
Havemeyer streets in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 218–6027, 
www.belleshoals.com]. 

Continued from page 3

TAXI...

Ikea ferry is free on weekends, 
but charges $5 on weekdays, 
and its leader says it will sink 
next to the cheaper, govern-
ment-funded service.

“We can’t compete against 
heavily subsidized monopolies 
and that’s what’s happening in 
the harbor,” said company co-
president David Neil.

But a spokesman for Horn-
blower argued that calling the 
cruise company, which has 
been operating in the har-
bor since 2007, an intruder 

doesn’t hold water.
“We’re not happy we’re 

characterized as some kind 
of outsider,” said spokes-
man George Lence. “We’re 
very much part of the fabric 
of New York, we’re as part 
of New York as the Empire 
State Building and Times 
Square.” 

Reps for the citywide ferry 
service had been touting the 
operation as a complement to 
the city’s existing water ves-
sels, which include the Wa-

ter Taxi, and city-run Staten 
Island Ferry, and East River 
Ferry service — the latter of 
which will also now be run 
by Hornblower. 

A rep for the Economic De-
velopment Corporation said 
it is surprised to hear the taxi 
is threatening to call it quits 
since it won’t directly com-
pete with any of their routes, 
maintaining there is enough 
harbor for everyone.

“We believe there is room 
in our city for multiple ferry 
operators providing many 
different types of services, 
and we’re disappointed that 
Water Taxi does not share 
our commitment to the fu-
ture of New York Harbor,” 
said spokesman Anthony 
Hogrebe.

The new city-wide ferry 
service, will have a stop in 
Red Hook, although it will 
not go directly to Gaphattan. 
City honchos still haven’t an-
nounced where it will be, but 
have previously said Erie Ba-
sin — where the Ikea ferry 
departs from — is an option 
they are considering.

The new ferries the city plans to roll out next year, 
which the Water Taxi claims will put it out of busi-
ness.
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W E D N E S D A Y
A P R I L 13 t h
9am-3pm
The New York Marriott 
at the Brooklyn Bridge

INTERESTED IN EXHIBITING?

ADMISSION

For Sponsorship and Booth Opportunities 
contact Townsquare Expos: ph: (203) 900-5000
email: exhibits@townsquaremedia.com

FREE with Pre-Registration.

To sign up visit TradeBKLYN.com!

BROOKLYN
 2016 

TRADE

THE BROOKLYN

TradeBKLYN.com 
� Interact with over 200 Exhibitors 
 on the Trade Show Floor
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EVENT SPONSORS

By Dennis Lynch
Brooklyn Paper

This idea stinks — lit-
erally!

The city’s plan to make-
over Fourth Avenue medi-
ans with pedestrian benches 
and green space is a waste 
of money because few locals 
will hang out there inhaling 
fumes from passing traffic, 
say Sunset Parkers.

“Why would you want to 
sit there? It’s like sitting in 
your garage with your mo-
tor on,” said Renee Gior-
dano.

And anyone who does 
brave the effluvium to pic-
nic in the tiny mid-traffic 
parks could be taking their 
life in their hands, they say, 
as the thoroughfare is noto-
riously dangerous.

In 2014, there were 200 
collisions on the street be-
tween 17th and 65th streets 
— the parts of the avenue 
in Sunset Park — 31 more 
than the previous year, and 

more than twice as many as 
the year before that, accord-
ing to police data.

“I know some families 
here might go have lunch 
out on the benches there, but 
God forbid a kid steps off 
the curb — that’s it,” said 
Third Avenue resident John 
Murphy.

But the Department of 
Transportation refused to 
respond to the residents’ 
traffic and air quality con-
cerns.

The department plans 
to raise medians — first 
in Sunset Park, and even-
tually through Park Slope — 
to two feet above the road-
way and widen them by four 
feet on either side to the yel-
low-striped buffer zone it 
installed in late 2012.

It intends to plant trees 
and other vegetation in the 
wider and taller medians and 
install benches at some in-
tersections. The department 
will be in charge of main-
tenance and has put aside 

money to thwart subway-
riding rats from creeping up 
from the subway line be-
neath the street, according to 
an agency spokesman.

The city expects to com-
plete final designs for the 
avenue between Eighth and 
18th streets and 33rd and 
52nd streets by this fall and 
to begin construction next 
spring. After that, the city 
hopes to roll out the plan all 
the way from Atlantic Ave-
nue to 65th Street.

Giordano admitted that 
Fourth Avenue could use a 
new look, but said the city 
should rethink its approach 
if traffic stays the way it is 
there.

“Sure, we would love to 
have something beautiful 
here, but you see how the 
traffic is — it’s not condu-
cive to that,” said Giordano. 
“I wonder if any of them 
have stood — let alone sat 
— on the median to see what 
it would be like to sit in the 
middle there.”

Sunset Parkers: Plan to stick parks on 
Fourth Ave. medians is really dumb

Sunset Park activist Renee Giordano believes that city planners would see 
how inappropriate Fourth Avenue is for greenery and benches if they had 
a nice, long sit in the middle of the bustling thoroughfare that runs through 
the neighborhood.
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No green light!

By Allegra Hobbs
Brooklyn Paper

Feed your face, and not 
the meter!

The city will go ahead with 
a plan to install temporary 
seating in a parking space 
along Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope after members of Com-
munity Board Six okayed the 
proposal last week.

But some Park Sloper mer-
chants and residents are still 
questing a plan that will swap 
parking spots with public pic-
nic tables during the warmer 
months.

“To give up a parking space 
for people to sit outside and 
have a sandwich — I think 
we’re going too far,” said 
Community Board 6 mem-
ber Suzanne Turet, who voted 
against the installation at 
last Wednesday’s meeting, 
though the plan ultimately 
flew through with a 24–10 
vote. “That’s not really good 
for the neighborhood.”

Time to Park your butt, Slope
Temporary seating to take over parking space, complaints ensue

The Department of Trans-
portation will stick the sum-
mer seats — which are sur-
rounded by wooden planter 
boxes to protect loungers 
from surrounding car traf-

fic — in front of Thai cuisine 
and ice cream joint SkyIce 
Sweet & Savory at St. Mark’s 
Place later this month and 
leave it there through No-
vember.

SkyIce teamed up with the 
city to bid for the seats, but 
neighbors do not have to pa-
tronize the business to enjoy 
the public street-side lounge 
— the 20-foot-long plant-lined 
box serves as a miniature pub-
lic park for locals to hang out 
and soak in the sun, which 
many neighbors say would 
be a welcome addition to the 
commercial corridor.

“I feel that servicing all 
of the people in the neigh-
borhood looking for a place 
to relax, enjoy each other’s 
company, and have a snack, 
is more beneficial than mak-
ing room for parking,” said 
Joanna Smith. 

But others argued the seats 
— in addition to stealing space 
from cars — are a city-sanc-
tioned loophole for businesses 
who want the benefits of a 
sidewalk cafe without going 
through the onerous public 
review process.

“It’s unfair to the people 

who have applied for side-
walk cafe permits,” said board 
member Daniel Kummer.

With the okay, the city 
will now begin developing 
a custom design for the fix-
ture through a community 
feedback-gathering process 
before installing the seats in 
April or May. 

The city will appear before 
the Community Board after 
the seats’ first season on Fifth 
Avenue to gather feedback on 
the project’s launch, and will 
only re-up the fixture if the 
community once again gives 
it a thumbs-up, said transpor-
tation committee co-chairman 
Thomas Miskel. 

The so-called “ Street 
Seats ,” were a popular ad-
dition to  Downtown in 2014  
when they were placed on less 
car-friendly areas including 
little-used Lawrence Street, 
on a space where parking 
was only legal during limited 
hours during the week.

Some love these keister parkers, while other say 
they are for the birds.
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By Allegra Hobbs
Brooklyn Paper

It’s Bushwick Inlet Park’s 
Louisiana Purchase!

The city has finally pur-
chased a chunk of Williams-
burg waterfront property 
on N. 12th Street it has for 
years promised to convert 
into green space as part of 
the long-awaited Bushwick 
Inlet Park — adding about six 
football fields of space to the 
park and taking a significant 
step towards the sprawling oa-
sis’ completion, say park ad-
vocates.

“We’re really excited,” 
said Katherine Thompson 
of the Friends of Bushwick 
Inlet Park. “It’s not the whole 
park, but it is a piece — we’re 
getting closer.”

The city on Tuesday bought 
the eight-acre plot of indus-
trial land from Bayside Fuel 
Oil Depot Corporation for $53 
million, according to property 
records — the next step is to 
demolish the warehouse on 
the property and clean up the 
land so it can become green 
space, said a city rep. 

The sale,  first reported by 
Law360 , has been in the works 
for years — the city has pre-
viously stated its intention to 
swipe up the parcel, most re-
cently saying it had l ocked 
down a deal with Bayside in 
2015 , but failed to finalize the 
purchase before now.

The city still must pur-
chase the 11-acre CitiStor-
age site between N. 10th 
and N. 11th Streets in order 

Striking oil
City buys Bayside Depot, 
expanding Bushwick Inlet

to make good in its decade-
old  promise to deliver a full 
28-acre park  — a promise 
meant to compensate for a 
massive waterfront rezoning 
that has paved the way for 
the rapid-fire development 
of luxury high-rises.

But the city claims it can no 
longer afford the land since its 
value has sky-rocketed over 

the past decade — CitiStorage 
honcho Norm Brodsky has 
claimed he can get $300 mil-
lion for the property — leav-
ing its future uncertain. 

Mayor DeBlasio pledged 
in December that he will  not 
allow the land to be rezoned 
for residential development , 
quelling fears that developers 
could snatch it up for condos 

— but the property could still 
hold office or retail spaces un-
der the current zoning.

Friends of Bushwick Inlet 
Park is currently trying to ar-
range for a meeting with the 
city to discuss cleaning up 
toxic waste on the Bayside 
property and the potential ac-
quisition of the rest of the site, 
said Thompson.

The city has picked up this land at N. 12th Street as part of the future Bushwick 
Inlet Park — now it just has to demolish the existing Bayside Fuel Oil Depot 
structures and clean up the land so it can become green space.
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Learn. Play. Discover. Perform. 

For more information, call 631.687.4556, email SJCampsBK@sjcny.edu  
or visit sjcny.edu/bkcamp.

DISC   VERS

Expand technical skills,  explore your creativity.GRADES: 7-12

PERF   RMS

Create, develop and  establish your artistic voice.
GRADES: 3-8

Make new friends,  

learn new skills and have fun! 

AGES: 3-5

K  DS

Learn and develop your athletic  

skills like the pros.

GRADES: 1-11 (volleyball 7-12)

SP   RTS

The sunny days and 
warmer weather have 
gotten kids and parents 

out on their bikes, scooters, 
and in-line skates once again. 
On the sidewalks and park 
paths, each morning in the 
steady stream of kids head-
ing to school on their vehi-
cles, I’m happy to report that 
the vast majority of heads 
are packed into helmets, 
protecting young noggins 
from the vagaries and dan-
gers of the urban pavement. 
But I routinely see dads — 
moms too, but mostly dads — 
scooting, skating, or pedal-
ing along with their progeny, 
bare headed, overwhelming 
me with their stupidity.

 Really, what sense is there 
in making children use pro-
tective gear when parents 
don’t? 

My girls caught on right 
away. The first time we went 
skiing, I told them to wear 
helmets. They pointed at 
me and asked why I didn’t 

Use your head: Protect it
have one and why 
should they if I 
won’t. I’ve used 
one ever since. 
They understood 
that while there 
are things adults 
do that children 
can’t, safety re-
ally isn’t one of them

I get it guys. Bike helmets, 
in particular, are not sexy and 
can be awkward and uncom-
fortable. 

Spend a few extra bucks, 
if it soothes your vanity, and 
get a groovy, stylin’ fashion 
accessory that also happens 
to minimize or stop traumatic 
brain injury from happening 
should you get tossed from 
your two-wheeler. 

Another option, get the 
whole outfit from spandex 
leggings to a supercool racing 
helmet. Whatever it takes.

Once my kids and I were 
on vacation, getting ready to 
bike for ice cream, a short ride 
from where we were staying. 

I got my girls geared up and 
then started to go without put-
ting on my helmet, prefer-
ring my baseball cap. 

The message I was about 
to give them — that when 
they’re adults they can take 
unnecessary and irresponsi-
ble risks — was antithetical to 
so much of what I talk to them 
about. Modeling appropriate 
behavior is something I try to 
do every day and if I’m un-
willing to wear my gear then 
I’m sure they’ll toss theirs 
aside at the first possible op-
portunity. That undermines 
the point of all these child-
hood safety lessons.

More importantly, being 
a parent has a lot of respon-

sibilities attached. Caring 
for and protecting my chil-
dren seems obvious, but my 
own safety is important too. 
How am I going to take care 
of kids if I can’t remember 
their names, or worse, can’t 
feed myself? 

Brain injuries are almost 
never reversible and can 
cause symptoms from mi-
nor personality changes to 
loss of language, mobility, 
and the ability to care for 
yourself. 

I’m not trying to say that 
for 18 years or more, parents 
must give up every bit of fun 
and eliminate all risks from 
our lives. 

There are, however, some 
basic steps to take: don’t 
drink and drive, don’t use a 
table saw without goggles, 
don’t ski in avalanche zones, 
and don’t bike, scoot, or skate 
without a helmet. 

As my wise pediatrician 
put it many years ago, bones 
heal, brains don’t.

By Scott Sager

The 
Dad

A 
mom just bought a toy for 
her 2-year-old that sig-
nals to pedophiles that 

the girl is ready to be traded 
for sex.

Wait, what?
I’d repeat it, but it still 

wouldn’t make any sense. 
And yet, this modern-day 
myth has gone viral, showing 
up on Headline News, AOL, 
local media, and, of course, it 
is all over Facebook. One mom 
there lamented, “I did not know 
that pedophiles have their own 
insidious silent language that 
is infiltrating society through 
pretty pink images … which 
signal to other pedophiles the 
child can be traded.”

Do we really live in that 
kind of hell for kids? 

The story — such as it is — 
involves a Florida mom who 
bought a pink plush truck for 
her daughter at a monster truck 
rally down there. Somehow ( the 
original WFLA–TV reporter 
never tells us how ), the mom 
came to believe that the “heart-
within-a-heart” logo on the toy 
is a code pedophiles use. 

I should mention that the 
“heart-within-a-heart” logo is 
also the logo you see on  Good 
Humor ice cream bars . Oh, and 
it is also what you see when 
your barista has mastered the 
art of making a  heart in your 
cappuccino foam.  

And yet, using a garbled 
mishmash of horror and hys-
teria, the television reporter 
told viewers that because of 
that heart logo, the toy “held a 
sick secret; a disgusting call-
ing card for creeps.” And now, 
“When a pedophile sees chil-
dren with the heart symbol, it’s 
a code meaning that child is 
ready to be traded for sex.”

While presenting zero evi-
dence that the world works like 
this, the reporter then inter-
viewed the mom, who seemed 
as distraught as if her child 

had just narrowly escaped the 
clutches of  Cropsey . 

“I’m absolutely sick!” she 
cried. “This is pink! This is for 
little girls, especially at a pre-
dominantly male event.”

So does the mom think 
the “male event” deliberately 
stocked up on pink toys that so 
that unwitting parents would 
buy them? And that predators 
would see the symbol, and go, 
“Look! A heart on a toy. This 
mom must be willing to sell 
her child into sex slavery!”? 
And then what? Would she feel 
obligated to trade her kid for 
cash because that’s how the 
system works? 

I can’t stop marveling at this 
“news” story, because it shows 
that we are so obsessed with 
the fear of predators — or at 
least news editors are so ob-
sessed with feeding us these 
stories — that we never even 
stop to say, “Wait, what?” 

For a dose of actual facts, I 
dropped a line to David Fin-
kelhor, head of the Crimes 
Against Children Research 
Center at the University of 
New Hampshire. 

“I can’t reassure you that 
there isn’t some lonely pedo-
phile club somewhere that has 
decided to make a logo,” he 
wrote back. And it is true, in 
trying to find whether there 
was anything, anywhere, that 
could suggest even a scintilla 
of justification for the story, 
I learned there was one lone 
government file, written about 
10 years ago (and played up 

Hearts: The mark of the pedophile?

in an episode of “Law & Or-
der SVU,” of course), that 
suggested pedophiles might 
wear logos that indicated their 
leanings. 

“But,” Finkelhor added, 
“what is certainly true is that 
pedophiles would not simply 

decide to pick a victim based 
on carrying an item with a logo. 
No one should worry about 
the logo being dangerous for 
their kids.”

But that is the problem. 
We are worried all the time 

about this least likely of crimes: 
Stranger-danger. Christie 
Barnes, author of “The Par-
anoid Parents Guide,” found 
that the very top worry of par-
ents is kidnappings (and num-
ber four is “dangerous strang-
ers”). This fear haunts us even 
though our crime rate is the 
lowest it has been in decades. 
It haunts us even though we 
know that when it comes to 

crimes against children, the 
vast majority are committed 
not by strangers, but trusted 
adults.

When stories like this fan 
the flames of predator panic, 
we get a population ever more 
obsessed with sex offenders, 
ever more demanding of po-
lice protection, and ever more 
convinced that their kids are 
in constant danger, even from 
a plush toy. 

Here’s the real news: 
They’re not. 

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker and author 
and founder of the book 
and blog Free-Range Kids.

By Lenore Skenazy

To congratulate and thank Brooklyn’s Women of Distinction, 
please call Jennifer Stern at 718-260-8302 or email jstern@cnglocal.com
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Dr. Saundra Johnson
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HONOREES

Our Honorees will be celebrated 
in a Keepsake Publication May 20, 2016

Join Us!
Gala Dinner 

& Award Ceremony
Tuesday, June 7 at

$100/person
8023 13th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11228

Our Keynote Speaker
Ophira Eisenberg
Ophira Eisenberg is a standup 
comic, writer, and host of NPR’s 
hit trivia comedy show, Ask Me 
Another. She has appeared on 
The Late Late Show, The Today 
Show, Comedy Central, 
and VH-1.

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

This plan doesn’t swim.
Borough President Adams 

took a hard line against a pro-
posal to build a nursing home 

in Superstorm Sandy-ravaged 
Red Hook, recommending the 
city not approve it because it 
would put too many seniors in 
harm’s way and doesn’t pro-
vide an adequate emergency 

evacuation plan.
The Beep’s report, dated 

March 8, says Oxford Nurs-
ing Home’s plan to build a 
$65-million facility with an 
urgent care center on Conover 

Street between Sullivan and 
King streets needs to take 
a hard look at how tough it 
would be to move dozens of 
senior citizens out of harm’s 
way when another storm the 

likes of Sandy arrives.
“This proposal has the po-

tential to result in devastat-
ing impacts on the 200 elderly 
who are likely to require sub-
stantial assistance in the even 

Beep nixes Hook nursing home plan
of an evacuation,” the  report  
states. 

Additionally, Adams 
claimed that right now more 
than 1,400 nursing home beds 
in Brooklyn sit inside flood 
zones — 11 percent of all beds 
— and Oxford, whose new fa-
cility would replace one lo-
cated outside a flood zone 
on S. Oxford Street in Fort 
Greene, should consider a new 
site that is not threatened by 
rising tides.

Adams also pointed out that 
the zoning change required to 
get the building constructed 
would open the door to mas-
sive, out-of-context high-rise 
developments in low-rise Red 
Hook, allowing buildings to 
go as tall as 110 feet in an 
area where none are nearly 
that tall.

“Such possible height on 
the properties that are not in 
the applicant’s ownership, 
as well as the eight- to nine-
stories proposed for the com-
bined skilled nursing facility 
and ambulatory diagnostic fa-
cility are out of context with 

the existing structures,” the 
Beep wrote.

In response to concerns 
raised at a public hearing in 
December about the influx of 
traffic the center would bring 
to the area, Adams said de-
velopers must nix plans to in-
clude an urgent care center 
since it is located too far away 
from public transportation and 
would only be accessible by 
people with vehicles. 

Additionally, the 52-car 
parking garage on Sullivan 
Street — a one-way stretch lo-
cated across from newly built 
residential buildings — must 

be relocated to King Street to 
increase traffic flow. 

Adams made his deter-
mination on the project after 
Community Board 6 approved 
it with certain provisions, in-
cluding the agreement that the 
developer not flip the prop-
erty after being granted a zon-
ing change, and neighborhood 
residents get first crack at the 
opportunity to work or use 
the facility.

The Beep’s opinion is only 
advisory, and may be consid-
ered by the city officials be-
fore going to the Council for 
approval.

The Beep said the plan for a new eight-story nursing 
home in Red Hook must be drastically changed to 
win over his approval.
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