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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

City and state officials went behind 
the backs of residents and local pols in 
a failed “back-room” deal to green-light 
more apartments in Brooklyn Bridge 
Park, say activists who now believe their 
only recourse to stop the controversial 
development is to sue.

The secretive agreement  came to light 
after state development officials pulled 
out of it at the last minute on May 17 , 
citing questionable donations the proj-
ect’s developer made to Mayor DeBla-
sio. But the city says it plans to plow 
ahead with the buildings anyway, and 
locals say litigation may now be the 
only way stop them.

“They lied to us, they deceived us, 
we have no choice,” said Judi Francis, 
president of Brooklyn Bridge Park De-
fense Fund, which led a failed suit to 
ban private development in the park 
in 2007. 

Under the terms of  a 2015 settle-
ment of another lawsuit , the city was 
supposed to gain the approval of the 
Gov. Cuomo-controlled Empire State 
Development Corporation to build  two 
high-rises near Pier 6 , but the agency 
had been  withholding its thumbs-up 
for months citing residents’ and pols’ 
objections . 

City and Bridge Park bigwigs claim 
they need the towers to fund the ongo-

ing maintenance of the park, but the 
activists  commissioned an indepen-
dent audit  that claims the meadow is 
already flush with cash and more con-
struction would violate its mandate to 
only build the bare minimum it needs 
to stay solvent.

The locals say they were “astonished 
and dismayed” to learn this week that 
the two administrations had been qui-
etly hashing out a deal all along, with no 
apparent attempt to consult with them 
or consider their report.

A coalition of local pols opposed 
to the development, including Coun-
cilmen Steve Levin (D–Brooklyn 
Heights) and Brad Lander (D–Cob-
ble Hill), state Sen. Daniel Squadron 
(D–Brooklyn Heights), and Assembly-
woman Jo Ann Simon (D–Carroll Gar-
dens) was also in the dark, according 
to a rep for Levin.

State honchos delayed the deal claim-
ing they want more time to probe dona-
tions developer Ral Companies made 
just weeks before scoring the Pier 6 
contract, as well as the involvement of 
its lobbyist James Capalino — a close 
DeBlasio ally — and investor China 
Vanke, which is also embroiled in  a 
scandal over the sale  of a Manhattan 
nursing home.

But city leaders denied any conflict 
of interest — labeling the investigation 
a “smokescreen” — and said they can 

and will just go ahead without the state’s 
okay, as the settlement only asked them  
to “seek” its approval for some modifi-
cations to an earlier plan for the build-

ings, including the addition of below-
market-housing. 

“We intend to move ahead with this 
project, with or without the state,” said 

Deputy Mayor Alicia Glen.
An Empire State Development rep 

acknowledged the city may actually be 
able to do that if it doesn’t make the mod-

ifications, but slammed the mayor for 
trying to go it alone with ethical ques-
tions still hanging.

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

A dry summer is in the forecast 
for this Williamsburg club.

Police  caught  massive pop-up 
nightclub the Brooklyn Mirage 
serving alcohol without a liquor 
license at its first event of the sea-
son on Saturday night, just six 
months after its organizer tried 
to hold a rave in a toxic Green-
point factory — and authorities 
say the company’s latest irrespon-
sible stunt could cost it the chance 
to ever serve booze again.

“Selling without a permit would 
absolutely have a negative impact 
on any future applications for per-
mits or for liquor licenses,” said 
State Liquor Authority spokes-
man William Crowley. 

The club’s creator, City Fox, 
 infamously planned a Halloween 
bash inside the old NuHart Plastics 
building  — a Superfund cleanup 
site with dangerous chemicals but 
no sprinkler system — last year, 
before firefighters pulled the plug 
at the last minute. 

This time, cops let the event 
continue, but confiscated all the 
booze at the discotheque — a 
6,000-person outdoor venue in 
an industrial lot at Stewart Avenue 
and Meserole Street where City 
Fox plans to hold events all sum-
mer — and issued the company 
with a summons for unlicensed 
sale of alcohol, according to a Po-
lice Department spokesman.

Crowley said the liquor au-
thority hasn’t received any li-

cense applications for the site, 
though Greenpoint watering hole 
One Stop Beer Shop — which 
ran the bar at  Brooklyn Mirage’s 
2015 iteration on Scott Avenue 
and Randolph Street  — unsuc-
cessfully applied for “special-
event” permits to serve at 10 of 
the club’s planned parties, includ-
ing Saturday’s. 

The authority rejected the ap-
plication on May 13, writing in 
its response that a self-described 
“three-month pop-up club” is not 
what catering permits are for, and 
admitting that it shouldn’t have 
issued them for last year’s Mi-
rage, either.

One Stop Beer Shop also suc-
cessfully scored a special-event 
permit for the NuHart rave — a 

fact that local residents and pols 
were livid about when they finally 
learned of the party, as those li-
censes don’t require any commu-
nity consultation.

Organizers did take the first 
step in applying for a liquor li-
cense earlier this month, appear-
ing at a Community Board 1 meet-
ing on May 11 and asking for its 
blessing. 

But members — who have pre-
viously  griped about last year’s 
Mirage for being loud and un-
ruly  — told them their applica-
tion was too vague, and to come 
back for its liquor license com-
mittee’s meeting on May 24 with 
more details, according to  a DNA 
Info report . 

Cops bust unlicensed bar
Same outfi t that organized failed toxic-warehouse rave

Last year’s Brooklyn Mirage (pictured) had a license to serve hooch — but this year’s does 
not, and police busted its first event of the season.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

They don’t want a gravy 
train.

The city must design  its 
$2.5-billion Sunset Park–to–
Queens streetcar line  to help 
the borough’s neediest, not rich 
white yuppies, Brooklynites said 
at public forum in Red Hook last 
Tuesday night. 

“I don’t know if the $2-billion 
investment should just make it 
easier to go to a brewery or to go 
get brunch in Williamsburg, and 
it kind of feels like that’s what 
their motivation is,” said Ross Joy, 
who lives in Windsor Terrace and 
works in Red Hook. 

Joy was one of dozens of Kings 
County residents who came to 
share their ideas with city reps 
at the borough’s first so-called 
“visioning session” for the trol-
ley, which many have criticized 
as  a boondoggle for the waterfront 
developers  who initially lobbied 
for the service. 

DeBlasio  has pushed back 
against that characterization , 
stressing the 40,000 public hous-

Residents to city: Streetcar can’t be amenity for rich people

Who’s DeBlasio’s trolley really for?

ing residents who will live along 
the line when the tram starts run-
ning in 2024 — but Joy and oth-
ers said he needs to put his money 

where his mouth is by creating a 
route with their needs in mind.

“Racial equity means that we 
don’t keep building the same sys-

tems based on white preference 
or white taste,” he said. “Let’s 
see that it’s based on being con-
nected to property lines of NY-
CHA developments.”

Attendees — who broke off 
into groups for discussions, then 
presented their ideas to the rest 
of the room — also agreed the 
streetcar needs to link up with 
ferry and subway stops and in-
clude free transfers to other modes 
of transportation. 

“We ought to be able to get 
anywhere in the metropolitan 
area with a single ticket,” said 
Roy Howell, who lives in Car-
roll Gardens and claims to have 
ridden on more than 30 streetcar 
systems around the world. 

City honchos  admitted in Feb-
ruary that  riders may have to pay a 
second fare when switching from 
the tram to their forthcoming ferry 
service — as well as the state-con-
trolled subway and bus system — 
 and that  many of the tram’s sub-

A rendering from a lobby group for the streetcar shows the 
trolley gliding through Red Hook.
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See PARTY  on page 4

way “transfers” will actually be 
up to a quarter-mile away.

A spokesman said at that time 
that it is negotiating with the Met-
ropolitan Transportation Author-

ity for the gratis switches, but has 
yet to announce a deal.

City officials say they’ll host 
more of the feedback-gathering 
sessions before designing and an-

nouncing the route in 2018.
They plan to begin construc-

tion —  which could involve build-
ing two entirely new bridges  — 
the following year. 

Attendees at the streetcar forum got together in groups to discuss their preferred routes 
— and other ideas and concerns.
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Pier 6 isn’t the only Downtown development with ques-
tionable ties to Mayor DeBlasio.

Federal and state investigators are now probing 
the sale and redevelopment of the Brooklyn Heights 
Library, which was sold to a close pal of Hizzoner’s 
in late 2014 for $52 million, despite several other 
builders reportedly offering more money, a New 

York Post report claims.
And locals are also asking questions about the mayor’s 

involvement in a controversial housing complex planned for 
the site of the old Long Island College Hospital complex in 
Cobble Hill, whose developer is employing several lobby-
ists close to DeBlasio.

Here is a look at the three projects in question:

Big buildings and bigger bucks
Downtown plans put DeBlasio under the microscope

Pier 6
What: Two towers — one 14 stories, one 29 — 

inside Brooklyn Bridge Park.
Developer: Ral Companies
What is raising eyebrows: Ral’s 

lobbyist James Capalino, who has rep-
resented the organization that runs pro-
gramming in the park in the past, do-
nated $5,000 to DeBlasio’s now defunct 
cheerleading operation the Campaign 
for One New York in April 2015 then 
another $10,000 in May — right before the city 
awarded Ral the park contract, according to  a Cap-
ital New York report. Ral also gave $10,000 to the 
Campaign in May. 

Probe: The state Empire State Development 
Corporation is looking into it.

Brooklyn Heights Library
What: A new library branch and a 32-story hous-

ing tower.
Developer: Hudson Companies
What is raising eyebrows: 

Hudson Companies’ founder David 
Kramer is a close friend of DeBlasio’s, 
and he and the project’s architect Jon-
athan Marvel held several fund-raising 
events for Hizzoner during his may-
oral election campaign. Hudson do-
nated $5,000 to the Campaign for One New York 
in early 2014.

Probe: U.S. Attorney Preet Bharara and Man-
hattan District Attorney Cyrus Vance have report-
edly subpoenaed several of the losing bidders for 
the contract.

Long Island College Hospital
What: A massive housing complex with towers 

of up to 35 stories, and a new emergency room.
Developer: Fortis Property Group
What is raising eyebrows: DeBlasio initially 

fought the closure and sale of the hospital, but after 
Capalino began representing buyer Fortis Property 
Group, the Campaign for One New York sent out a 
letter to residents endorsing the developer’s plan for 
the site. Fortis is also employing consulting firm Hill-
top Public Solutions for its “community outreach” — 
a company founded by Nicholas Baldick, who mas-
terminded DeBlasio’s mayoral victory and is one of 
five consultants the mayor recently decreed an “agent 
of the city” to stop the public from accessing com-
munication between them.

Probe: Not that we know of.

PIER NIX!
Activists: We’ll sue to stop more 
Park towers after city-state 
‘back-room’ deal bombshell

See PIER  on page 3

Capalino Kramer

HELLO, TROLLEY!
THE STREETCAR PLAN
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FREE BREAST CANCER SCREENINGS.
UNINSURED? NO PROBLEM.

KEEPING BROOKLYN 
WOMEN HEALTHY

For more information, visit  
TBH.org/CancerScreening 

or call 718.250.8708.

Screenings Funded by the New York State Department of Health.
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Package Deal $995 Most Cars

New Car Look””
Let us Give your Car that

Limited Time offer
= Repair Small Damages = 
= Compound Entire Car = 

= Renew Car to its Full Value =

Only at AUTO DENT COLLISION
3511 Fort Hamilton Pkwy (at 35th St.) 

Centrally Located
- Same location since 1958 - 

Tel: 718-854-7900

CALL 
ANYTIME

24/7

Offi cial Insurance Inspection Station
OPEN MONDAY–FRIDAY, 7:30 A.M.–6 P.M.

“There is no smokescreen 
— this is about integrity and 
ensuring that legitimate ques-
tions are answered,” said 
spokesman Jonah Bruno. “It 
was and remains our inten-
tion to hold a future meeting 
with the goal of adding afford-
able housing to the Brooklyn 
Bridge Park plan, but from 
recent reports, it seems the 
city feels approval is not nec-
essary.” 

Either way, if the city and 
park officials do go ahead 
with the Pier 6 plan, Fran-
cis says she and her allies will 
see them in court.

“If they can’t prove fi-
nancial need, they risk be-
ing sued,” she said.

Continued from page 1

PIER...

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

It is a triple threat!
Gov. Cuomo must kick in 

cash to pay for long-overdue 
repairs to a geriatric stretch 
of the Brooklyn-Queens Ex-
pressway or motorists could 
end up paying with their lives, 
says Councilman Steve Levin 
(D–Brooklyn Heights).

It will cost around $1.7 bil-
lion to mend the triple-canti-
lever portion of the highway 
below the Brooklyn Heights 
Promenade — which is al-
ready  more than 10 years past 
its expected lifespan  — and 
Levin is demanding the state 
foot some of the bill so the 
city isn’t left scrambling for 
cash while the whole thing 
folds like a cheap suit. 

“In order to do this proj-
ect quickly and without any 
strain on the rest of the sys-
tem we really need the state 
as a partner here,” he said. “It 
could be a public safety issue. 
We don’t want any of the road-
way becoming impassable and 
becoming faulty.”

City Department of Trans-
portation officials announced 
last month that they will fi-
nally start defusing the tick-
ing time bomb in five or six 
years, with an expected com-
pletion date of 2026 — and 
not a moment too soon, ac-
cording to experts on such 
things.

The roadway was built in 
1949 and was intended to last 
just 40 years. Now the con-
crete holding up the artery 
— which carries more than 

BQE’s cry for help!
Levin to Cuomo: Cough up cash for cantilever repairs

Councilman Steve Levin says the state must help 
pay for the reconstruction of the decaying Brooklyn-
Queens Expressway before someone gets hurt.
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140,000 cars and trucks be-
tween Old Fulton Street and 
Atlantic Avenue every day 
— is crumbling, exposing 
the steel underneath to cor-
rosion, and in turn weaken-
ing the entire structure,  re-
vered transportation engineer 
“Gridlock” Sam Schwartz told 
this paper . 

The city is technically re-
sponsible for maintaining the 
tri-level thoroughfare, even 
though rest of the express-
way is state-controlled.

But Albany has tradition-
ally kicked in 38 percent of 

the funding for highway proj-
ects, according to a spokes-
woman for the city agency 
— though its generosity has 
waned in recent years. 

Under that model, the state 
Department of Transportation 
would provide $659 million to 
the total cost of the revamp. But 
the agency is yet to pledge a sin-
gle cent, so the city is depend-
ing on cash from its own bud-
get along with an unspecified 
amount of federal funds. 

State transportation hon-
chos thought the repairs were 
important enough to pay for in 

the past, though —  they were 
planning to do the job them-
selves in 2011  but abruptly 
pulled the plug along with 
the Feds, declaring the en-
tire thing too expensive. 

Levin — who drives on 
the Brooklyn-Queens Ex-
pressway almost every day 
and  famously rescued a bul-
let-ridden cat from it last year  
— says he’s confident the city 
will find the funds one way 
or another, but it shouldn’t 
have to. 

Dough from the state would 
ensure the whole thing runs 
quickly and smoothly and 
the city isn’t forced to pinch 
pennies on other projects, 
he said.

“It should not fall entirely 
on the city’s shoulders,” he 
said. “The city has other vi-
tal transportation needs so 
this is going to come out of 
those.” 

The state Department of 
Transportation did not re-
spond to requests for com-
ment.

FIXING
the BQE

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

These Clinton Hill residents 
finally caught a brake.

The city curbed a com-
munity vote on a contentious 
Clinton Avenue bike lane on 
May 19, after longtime locals 
claimed they were ignored 
during the planning process 
in favor of pedal-pushing 
neighborhood newcomers. 
Department of Transporta-
tion honchos told the Com-
munity Board 2 transporta-
tion committee to hold off on 
the referendum, saying they 
would instead spend a month 
conferring with the rebuffed 
residents and then return with 
a revised plan, according to 
a spokeswoman.

“After hearing more from 
the community at this week’s 
meetings on the Clinton Ave-
nue proposal, DOT will con-

A second spin
City halts Clinton Ave. bike 
lane vote after opposition

Letitia James.
Department reps claimed 

the changes would help ease 
heavy bike traffic on nearby 
Vanderbilt Avenue, and that 
they’d received plenty of sup-
port for the idea from residents 
when they set up street-side 
booths around the community 
board’s district and gabbed 
about it with passersby.

But residents said the city’s 
outreach effort was biased to-
wards pedestrians and cyclists, 
and skipped important com-
munity institutions for older 
residents such as churches. 

Naysayers also claimed the 

narrower street and new bike 
lane would be plagued by traf-
fic jams, impede emergency 
vehicles, and attract more cy-
clists, who they claim speed 
down the street with no con-
sideration for other commut-
ers.

But even critics think lo-
cals may come around to the 
changes if the department 
shows it is serious about lis-
tening to them and taking their 
concerns on board.

“Never say never, I think 
the community has to be rea-
sonable,” said Clinton Hill lo-
cal Schellie Hagan. 

Clinton Avenue has no bike lane for now.
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Brooklyn’s
boulevard
battle lines

MEAN
Streets

duct additional outreach with 
community leaders and resi-
dents,” said a spokeswoman. 
“We look forward to return-
ing to CB2 next month.”

Hundreds of  locals packed 
an earlier meeting on May 17 , 
where the majority of attend-
ees slammed both the depart-
ment’s plan to eliminate a lane 
of traffic and 35 parking spaces 
on Clinton Avenue between 
Gates and Flushing avenues 
and add a two-way bike lane, 
and its community consulta-
tion process for the project.

Critics included Council-
woman Laurie Cumbo (D–
Fort Greene) and her pre-
decessor, Public Advocate 

Brooklyn Paper

Find out what the F is go-
ing on!

This week on Brooklyn Pa-
per Radio, Gersh and Vince 
got to the bottom of the latest 
civil war between the North 
and South — of Brooklyn — 
explaining with pinpoint ac-
curacy the battle for the soul 
of the F train, which the Met-

ropolitan Transportation Au-
thority announced will soon 
begin skipping stops in Down-
town Brooklyn to speed up 
rides for those getting on 
down South.

Joining the boys on the 
air was Councilman Brad 
Lander (D–Park Slope) — 
he of the North — who used 
some strong words to describe 

Brad Lander on the  ExpressF
the debacle he says would 
leave thousands of his con-
stituents waiting in the lurch 
while shaving just five min-
utes off the commutes of those 
living in Brooklyn’s Dixie.

“This is about my constit-
uents getting effed,” Lander 
said live on podcast. “More 
than half of regular F train 
commuters will be hurt by 
this.”

All in all, it’s a great lis-
ten, and can be found, as al-
ways,  on BrooklynPaper.com, 
on  iTunes  at, on  Mixlr , and 
of course, on  Stitcher .

Brooklyn Paper radio is re-
corded and podcast live every 
Thursday at 4:45 pm.
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Great Kills
4142 Hylan Blvd.
(718) 979-1100

Loan Dept.
1762 Hylan Blvd.
(718) 979-2000

West Brighton
755 Forest Avenue

(718) 815-1100

St. George
1 Hyatt Street

(718) 876-5400

Dongan Hills
1762 Hylan Blvd.
(718) 979-2300

Rosebank
1065 Bay Street
(718) 981-1200

“Let’s do business together.”
Steven J. Landau
V.P. - Business Development,

New Jersey
(732) 735-8722

“We are lending!”
Johnny Reyes

V.P. - Business Development,
Brooklyn & Queens

(718) 889-3612

“Providing experience and service.”
Richard P. Boyle

Senior Vice President 
& Chief Lending Officer

(718) 979-2000

Recognized Performance.

VSB’s core net 
income grew 
52% to over 
$1.6 million

VSB’s loan 
portfolio 

grew 55% to 
$104.3 million

VSB assets 
have grown 
by 9% year 
over year

VSB has a 
book value 
per share of 

$16.00

34th 
consecutive 

VSB dividend - 
cash dividend 
increased by 

17%

VSB 
ranked 14th 
of the top 50 

OTCQX 
traded 
stocks

Victory State Bank is proud of its recognized growth

performance in 2015 and is looking forward to 

building on this success. Need a solid, 

profitable bank with both the 

money and the expertise 

to lend? 

Call Victory.

Need Money for Your Business?
...Turn to Victory

We have the expertise to boost your bottom line!

...Turn to Victory

Staten Island Locations:

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

Police weren’t the only 
ones peeved by Saturday’s 
speakeasy — attendees, who 
paid $70 a ticket for entry, 
lambasted City Fox on social 
media for failing to let them 
know they’d have to boogie 
into the wee hours without 
booze.

“No indoor space, no alco-
hol, and no warning that this 
would be the case,” Celeste-
OJ  wrote on the event’s Face-
book page . “It’s unacceptable 

when you pay $76.” 
But others weren’t so put 

out — several claimed secu-
rity staff turned a blind eye 
to them smuggling their own 
rotgut inside.

“They were pretty good 
about not checking anything 
at all,”  wrote  Matt Sanchez. 
“Walked in with a full bot-
tle and a flask with no issues 
whatsoever.” 

City Fox and One Stop Beer 
Shop did not return requests 
for comment by press time.

Continued from page 1

PARTY...

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill
–Downtown

A gaggle of goons attacked 
a guy and stole his cologne and 
other items as he was walk-
ing out of Brooklyn Bridge 
Park on Doughty Street on 
May 18.

The victim told police he 
was leaving the park near Fur-
man Street at 5:25 pm when a 
group of nine cretins punched 
him in the face, knocking him 
to the ground, leaving him 
with a contusion and swell-

ing on his left cheek.
They then ran off with 

his iPod, Don-C hat, Calvin 
Klein cologne, and iPhone 
charger.

That stinks
Three dirty crooks stole 

Chanel perfumes from a Jo-
ralemon Street store on May 
14.

The crooks went into the 
store by Court Street at 6:15 
pm, stole 23 bottles of the fra-
grance, and fled, cops said.

Theft and a meal
Some sneak broke into 

an Atlantic Avenue apart-

Hit and run
A goon bashed a kid as 

he was trying to steal his 
phone on Clermont Avenue 
on May 17.

The victim told police he 
and his brother were stroll-
ing home from middle school 
near Greene Avenue at 3:30 
pm when the lout came up 
from behind and said, “Run 
your pockets.”

Authorities said the no-
goodnik then stuck his hands 
in the victim’s pockets and 
pulled out an iPhone. The jerk 
handed the phone back to his 
victim and demanded, “Put 
in the password or I’ll knock 
you out.”

When the victim didn’t 
give in, the cretin punched 
him in the face, giving him a 
swollen lip. A report said the 
weasel fled towards Greene 
Avenue, but didn’t take the 
phone. 

Foiled
A snake tried to hold up 

a Myrtle Avenue bank on 
May 18 but was foiled by an 
alarm.

A report said the scoundrel 
went into the financial insti-

tution near Vanderbilt Ave-
nue at 8:56 am, passed a note 
to the teller, and told her to 
hurry up and pass the money. 
The teller then activated a si-
lent alarm and the thief took 
the note back and fled, ac-
cording to authorities. 

Turn down
Some miscreant broke into 

guy’s car while it was parked 
overnight on Carlton Avenue 
on May 18 and stole his ste-
reo equipment.  

Authorities said the man 
parked his car near Park Av-
enue at 7:30 pm and when 
he returned the next day at 
8 am, he discovered a looter 
had shattered his rear driv-
er-side window.  

Park punch
A jerk punched a woman 

and stole her phone on Greene 
Avenue on May 16.

Police said the woman was 
near Washington Avenue at 
4:45 pm when the nogood-
nik slugged her and took her 
phone, though he dropped the 
cell as he ran off. 

The 35-year-old woman 
went to Brooklyn Hospital 
for the pain, bruising, and 

she noticed her pocketbook 
was missing once she got 
off the bus near Van Brunt 
Street. It contained her brown 
leather Cole-Hann wallet in-
side, which held her Zipcar 
card, MetroCard, five credit 
cards, $200, two Starbucks 
gift cards, and her driver’s 
license, police said.

The jerk also made unau-
thorized charges on her cards, 
according to authorities. 

Wheel crime 
A thief rode off with a 

guy’s bicycle and a bunch of 
his bike equipment from the 
hallway of his Luquer Street 
building while he was gone 
between May 12 and May 18, 
police said.

The victim told police he 
left his home near Clinton 
Street on May 12 at 9 pm, and 
when he returned at 4:15 pm 
six days later, his gray Raleigh 
clubman bike was gone, along 
with his black bike seat, pin-
head bike lock, black Kryp-
tonite lock, and bike rack.

— Julianne Cuba

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Welcome home
A brute attacked a man 

while the victim was trying 
to get inside his 70th Street 
house on May 15, according 
to a police report.

The victim was reaching 
for his house keys to open the 
door of his home near Fort 
Hamilton Parkway at 11:40 
pm when the brute approached 
him from behind, pinned him 
up against the door, and took 
his wallet from his right rear 
pocket, police reported. The 
jerk then fled toward Hamil-
ton Parkway, cops said.

Big steal
Two louts ambushed a 

woman at gunpoint and 
stole her designer handbag 
on Ridge Boulevard in the 
early morning hours of May 
21, a police report said.

The woman was near 
Wakeman Place at 1:45 am 
when the perps approached 
her, police said. The first ruf-
fian approached and showed 
her a black gun, and the sec-
ond guy came up from behind 
and took her bag, which con-
tained a designer wallet, her 
cellphone, $7,000, three credit 
cards, a debit card, and a driv-
er’s license, police said.

The creeps made her fall 
down and injure her rear end, 
police said.

Ladies’ night
Police cuffed a woman who 

they say stole another wom-
an’s bag and personal belong-
ings at a bar on Fourth Ave-
nue, according to police.

The victim was with her 
brother at the bar near 101st 
Street at 2:40 am when the 
suspect took her stuff, po-
lice reported. The victim 
and her brother said they saw 
the accused steal the prop-
erty, which included a driv-
er’s license, $80, keys, and a 
debit card, according to the 
police report.

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Three’s a crowd
A ruffian inserted him-

self into an argument on 
Sixth Street on May 20 by 
smashing one of the squab-
blers in the head with a bot-
tle, police said.

Two people were locked in 
a heated debate near Wythe 
Avenue around 1:30 am when 
a stranger approached and 
hit one of the quarrelers in 
the face with the glass bot-
tle, causing a laceration, po-
lice said.

He then fled toward Wythe 
Avenue, while the victim was 
taken to a nearby hospital, ac-
cording to a report.

Squeezed
A shark tricked a man into 

hugging him so he could pick 
his pocket on Lorimer Street 
on May 20.

The victim was cross-
ing Frost Street at 11:15 pm 
when the perp approached him 
and said, “You don’t recog-
nize me? You don’t remem-
ber me?” according to a po-

lice report.
The weasel then embraced 

the victim, grabbed the guy’s 
phone from his front left shirt 
pocket, and fled, police said.

On the prowl
Sneaks hit up a Wythe Av-

enue club on May 15, swip-
ing one woman’s wallet and 
another’s cellphone.

A weasel lifted a wom-
an’s wallet from her purse 
inside the hotspot near N. 
12th Street around 9 pm, a 
police report said.

The victim said she was 
wearing her purse with the 
zipper open, and noticed the 
wallet was missing when she 
went to get her cellphone, the 
report said.

Several hours later, some-
one stole another woman’s 
phone out of her purse while 
she was busting a move at 1 
am, cops reported.

Police said the second vic-
tim was drunk when she re-
ported the crime three hours 
later, so she could not give a 
serial number at the time.

Dinner’s on her
Someone swiped a Metro-

politan Avenue woman’s wallet 
on May 16 and used her credit 
card for a junk-food fix.

The victim, who lives near 
Union Avenue, is unsure of 
when her wallet disappeared, 
but she got an alert that some-
one had used her card for a 
$10 feast at a fast food outlet 
at 7:15 pm, police said.

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Bushwick

Stranger danger
A guy stole a woman’s 

phone from her hands af-
ter cozying up to her on a 
Manhattan-bound L train 
on May 20.

The victim told police she 
boarded at the Bushwick Ave-
nue station around 9 pm, and 
the guy sat next to her and 
asked her a question about 
her hair. But when the train 
reached the Grand Street stop, 
he snatched her phone and es-
caped onto the platform, ac-
cording to a police report.

The woman stayed on the 
train until it reached Union 
Square. She used the “Find 
my iPhone” feature around 
midnight and got a location 
near Ingram Street and Porter 
Avenue, but the phone is now 
turned off, police said

Tired of this
A dastardly duo attacked 

a man as he was trying to 
change his tire on Borinquen 
Place in the early morning 
hours of May 21.

The victim said he was 
working on his car near S. 
First Street at 3:20 am when 
two rogues approached him 
from behind and said, “Don’t 
move,” in Spanish. The guy 
turned around anyway, and 
saw one of the men pointing a 
gun at him, a report said.

He tried to get away, but 
the duo grabbed at him and 
all three fell to the ground in 
a scuffle, during which one 
of the bad guys cut the vic-
tim’s arm, before the perps 
ran off, police said.

No fare
Two taxi passengers as-

saulted their driver on Mor-
gan Avenue on May 22 be-
cause they didn’t want to 
cough up the fare.

The victim told cops the 
man and woman hailed him at 
Johnson Avenue around 3:20 
am, and asked to go to the 
Bronx — but the three started 
arguing over the rate, and the 
passengers got out and started 
kicking the vehicle.

The driver got out, and the 
man hit him in the face, before 
the woman smashed a glass 
bottle on him, cutting his head 
open, the report said.

The victim then followed 
the duo in his vehicle to Bog-
art and Grattan streets, where 
they shattered the right rear 
passenger-side window, po-
lice said.

The victim then followed 
the couple on foot to Thames 
Street, where five other guys 
hit him and stole his phone 
and $25, according to the po-
lice report 
 — Tatiana Hernandez

Cretins attack man and take hat, cologne
ment and stole a fur, food, 
and household goods on 
May 11.

Police said the lout en-
tered the building near Smith 
Street at 1:40 pm using an un-
known device to unlock the 
front door, then made off with 
the items. 

Getup and go
Cops cuffed a woman who 

they say tried to steal a new 
wardrobe from a Fulton Street 
store on May 18.

A detective from the shop 
near Livingston Street caught 
the woman allegedly trying 
to sneak out 12 bras, six pairs 
of underwear, 10 shorts, one 
pair of yoga pants, and nine 
tops around 5 pm, according 
to a report. 

Blade runner
A baddie stabbed a guy 

and stole his phone on an N 
train near Pacific Street on 
May 20.

The victim was on the 
Coney Island-bound loco-
motive when the brute told 
him, “Give me your phone or 
I’ll stab you,” then grabbed 
the man’s phone from his 
hand and knifed him on the 
right side of his torso, po-
lice said.

The villain fled when the 
train pulled into Fourth Av-
enue station, cops said.

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

swelling on her left eye.
— Lauren Gill

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens

–Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Shot in the dark 
Some malefactor shot a guy 

in the leg while he was walk-
ing down Clinton Street on 
May 21, police said.

The 29-year-old vic-
tim told police he was near 
Henry Street at 1:10 am when 
he heard gun shots and then re-
alized a bullet had hit his right 
knee, a police report said.

Emergency responders 
took him to New York Meth-
odist Hospital. 

Teen toughs
Two delinquents pushed a 

fellow teen down and bashed 
him while he was down on 
Smith Street on May 23.

The 15-year-old victim told 
police the two good-for-noth-
ings pushed him to the ground 
near Fourth Place at 3:56 pm 
and punched him in the stom-
ach and face. The two jerks 
tried to grab his bag and cell-
phone, but ended up running 
away with nothing, accord-
ing to a report. 

Missing identity 
A knave stole a woman’s 

bag, with her wallet inside, af-
ter she got off a bus on Wol-
cott Street on May 19.

The woman told police 
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NEIGHBORHOOD CARE

A Unique and  
Special Kind of Care  
for the Entire Community!

At EmblemHealth Neighborhood Care, our services and  
classes can help you lead a healthier life at no cost to you.  
We offer everyone caring face-to-face support and personal  
attention. If you are an EmblemHealth member, we can also  
help you maximize your health care benefits.

Be greeted with a smile at EmblemHealth Neighborhood Care.  
Need assistance? We’ll find solutions. And that’s a relief.

We look forward to seeing you!

Visit us in Crown Heights 
546 Eastern Parkway, Brooklyn, NY 11225 
1-855-283-2156   
ehnc.com
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Utility bills are 
piling up in the
sock drawer

It’s never too early 
 (or too late) to talk about 
 Alzheimer’s support.

Call our 24-hour Helpline. 
We’re here anytime you need to talk. 

(646) 744–2900
Free | Confidential | Se habla español | 

www.caringkindnyc.org 
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By Dennis Lynch
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H
istory is written by the 
wieners!

This year marks a cen-
tury in business for Coney Is-
land’s most celebrated brand — 
Nathan’s Famous frankfurters. 
To celebrate the occasion, the 
grandson of franchise founder 
Nathan Handwerker has penned 
a behind-the-counter history of 
the family business. “Nathan’s 
Famous: The First 100 Years 
of America’s Favorite Frank-
furter Company,” by William 
Handwerker is the perfect beach 
read while in Coney Island.

In his book, Handwerker 
recalls his first day behind the 
counter at the Coney Island res-
taurant in 1967 at the age of 13, 
when he noticed the ability of 
his grandfather’s famous franks 
to attract people from all walks 
of life and background.

“It was so great see the dif-
ferent kinds of people that came 
in — they’d be in suits and ties, 
or shorts, it didn’t matter — ev-
eryone enjoyed the experience,” 
he said. “I came home and dis-
tinctly remember saying to my-
self ‘One day I have to write a 
book about this.’ ”

The author’s first job was 
keeping the front counter 
stacked with cups and ice 
during the busy summer days 
on Surf Avenue. But his book 
stretches back in Poland in 
the late 19th century, where 
his grandfather got his first 
experience in the food busi-
ness at the age of six, selling 
knishes door-to-door to feed 
his poor family.

In 1912, Nathan Handwerker 
sailed to New York in the bowels of a pas-
senger ship, sleeping with his shoes on to 
protect the little money he stashed in his 
socks. Within four years he had joined the 
restaurant industry, married his wife Ida, 
and opened his frankfurter stand in Co-
ney Island, selling franks made with her 
special spice recipe.

The business grew with each succes-

sive generation of the Handwerker fam-
ily, pushed by an obsession with quality. In 
his book, the younger  Handwerker recalls 
how adamant his grandfather was that no 
employee refer to his frankfurters as lowly 
“hot dogs” even in his later years.

“Heaven forbid he ever heard anyone call 
his product a ‘hot dog,’ ” he wrote. “If they 
did he would quickly remind them: ‘You 

should never call them hot dogs. Hot dogs 
are made from inferior meats. Nathan’s 
frankfurters are made from all beef and a 
special formula!’ ”

“He definitely thought hot dogs were 
inferior to frankfurters, but he eventually 
acquiesced,” he said.

Handwerker left the family business 
in the 1990s, but still makes time to visit 

the Nathan’s stand where he started work-
ing. Like so many of Nathan’s customers, 
he makes his way down with family on 
summer days before a Brooklyn Cyclones 
game, when the People’s Playground is in 
full swing.

“We’ll buy a bunch of tickets for family 
and friends and we all go to Nathan’s,” he 
said. “It’s just the best, you can’t beat it.”

Kickin’ it

This summer, soccer is the coolest sport.
Williamsburg’s recently opened indoor soc-

cer complex is about to launch its first summer 
league, open to anyone who wants to sweat it 
out — in a fully air-conditioned facility. The 
owners of the Pitch saw that Brooklyn had a 
huge demand for turf time and few options for 
players looking to beat the heat, so they decided 
to create a purpose-built facility, said a man-
ager at the field.

“There’s a lot of outdoor facilities run by the 
Parks Department, but you need a permit to 
play in a league there. That was sort of the idea 
behind it, there was a gap in the market,” said 
Matt Dean.

The Pitch holds daily pick-up games, which 
anyone can join for $15. But the allure of a cool 
field to play on in the hot summer is the ma-
jor draw for players, said Dean. And the large 
skylights above the turf let in plenty of natu-
ral light.

The complex will launch its men’s and co-ed 
summer leagues soon. Prices fluctuate with days 
and times, but it costs about $180 per person to 
play in a 9 or 10 game season — about the same 
as registering with a park league. 

And when the air conditioning is not cool 
enough, the Pitch has a private tunnel leading 
to the neighboring bar Berry Park, where play-
ers can throw down a few ice cold pints after 
the match. 

And if watching is more your game, on May 
28 the Pitch will set up chairs on the turf and 
screen the Union of European Football Associ-
ations Champion’s League final on a large pro-
jector. And no need to head down the Berry Park 
tunnel — the Pitch has a temporary liquor license 
to serve thirsty fanatics in their seats.

Summer soccer leagues at the Pitch [196 
N. 14th St. between Wythe Avenue and Berry 
Street, (718) 388–3159, www.thepitchbrooklyn.
com]. Men’s summer leagues, Mondays and 
Wednesdays, starting May 30, June 2. Co-ed 
summer league on Sundays, starting June 19.
 — Dennis Lynch

S P O R T S

Word’s pick — “The Girls” 
by Emma Cline

This enthralling, whip-smart novel evokes 
the terror of the Manson Family murders. While 
not an exact retelling of those events, the book 
gets into the minds of 
women — girls, re-
ally — who could 
have committed the 
heinous crime. Cline 
captures the feeling 
of being a young, im-
pressionable girl in any 
era — the overwhelm-
ing need for love and 
acceptance that sends 
them into the arms of 
anybody willing to be 
nice for a while. This 
book had me at page one and kept me on edge 
with every sentence. What a knockout of a 
debut novel. 

— Katelyn Phillips, Word [126 Franklin St. at 
Milton Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096, 
 www.wordbrooklyn.com ].

Community Bookstore’s pick — 
“The Last Samurai” by Helen DeWitt

Helen DeWitt’s jarringly brilliant debut novel, 
“The Last Samurai,” returns this summer with 

a long-overdue reprint 
from New Directions. 
Don’t let its length de-
ter you — DeWitt’s big, 
ambitious book about a 
single mother raising a 
ridiculously precocious 
son manages to pack in 
lessons on Greek, Jap-
anese, and Norwegian 
alongside meditations 
on genius and madness 
and a careful depiction 
of Kurosawa’s “Seven 
Samurai,” resulting in 

one of the most addictively readable, funny, 
and profound novels of the new century.

— Hal Hlavinka, Community Bookstore [43 
Seventh Ave. between Carroll Street and Gar-
field Place in Park Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.
commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick — 
“Donuts” by Jordan Ferguson

It has been ten years since hip-hop visionary 
J. Dilla passed away at the age of 32. Legend has 
it that Dill finalized his 
landmark album “Do-
nuts” on his death bed. 
Regardless of whether 
that’s true, the mythol-
ogy adds to the album’s 
mystique. This slim 
volume about J. Dilla, 
part of a series of re-
flections on music art-
ists, reflects the beauty 
of life in the sadness of 
death, and the endur-
ing spirit that he managed to mix into his last 
batch of music.

— Geo Ong, Greenlight Bookstore [686 Ful-
ton St. between S. Elliott Place and S. Portland 
Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 246–0200,  www.
greenlightbookstore.com ].

Reading picks
B O O KS

Relishing history
Book celebrates 100 years of Nathan’s Famous dogs

I
t will be as packed as its first day in busi-
ness!

Nathan’s Famous will celebrate a century 
in business this Memorial Day weekend by of-
fering up its world-famous $4.25 hot dogs for 
just a nickel apiece at the original Nathan’s Fa-
mous restaurant at the corner of Surf and Still-
well avenues from 11 am to 2 pm on May 28. 
That is the same low price that founder Nathan 
Handwerker charged for his sausages 100 years 
ago when he first opened his hot dog stand in 
Coney Island.

The Polish immigrant got his start in the 
business slicing buns and delivering franks for 
Coney Island entrepreneur Charles Feltman — 
the man who literally invented the hot dog in 
the mid-19th century. Handwerker reportedly 
“lived on free hot dogs,” slept on the kitchen 
floor of Feltman’s Surf Avenue restaurant, and 
eventually saved up and borrowed enough cash 
to start his own frank stand, according to the 
Coney Island blog  Amusing the Zillion . 

The savvy — or cutthroat, depending on your 
opinion — Handwerker opened his stand directly 
across the street from his former boss and sold 
his hot dogs for half the price Feltman charged, 
eventually putting him out of business.

The attractive five-cent price — roughly a 
buck in today’s dollars — and the unique hot 
dog spice recipe his wife Ida created made 
Handwerker’s dogs an instant hit with the 
millions of New Yorkers and out-of-towners 
who came to enjoy the People’s Playground 
in its heyday.

Since then countless celebrities and politi-
cians both local and global — including more 
than one President of the United States — have 
called Nathan’s their favorite. 

There are now over 300 Nathan’s Famous hot 
dog restaurants and carts around the world. But 
only the original spot is offering this deal!

“Five Cent Hot Dog Day” at Nathan’s Fa-
mous [1310 Surf Ave. between Stillwell Avenue 
and W. 15th Street, (718) 333–2202, www.
nathansfamous.com]. May 28. 11 am–2 pm. 
$0.05.

Oh, hot
diggety!

Dog day of summer: (Pictured top to 
bottom) For three hours on May 28, a 
classic Nathan’s hot dog will cost just five 
cents! And Nathan Handwerker, shown in 
a photo from 1966, opened Nathan’s Fa-
mous one hundred years ago this week-
end. When it opened, the store charged 
five cents for a frankfurter.
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Ketchup on your reading: William Handwerker, grandson of the founder of Nathan’s Famous frankfurters, has written a book about the family business.
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
May 27

Embrace 
Nikhilism
Singer and multi-
instrumentalist Nikhil 
P. Yerawadekar, from 
Afrobeat band Anti-
balas, will groove 
with his new band 
Low Mentality 
tonight, pumping out 
diverse, danceable 
tunes from the new 
album “Everything 
Lasts Forever.”

10 pm at Barbes [376 
Ninth St. between Sixth 
and Seventh avenues in 
Park Slope, (347) 422–
0248, www.barbesbrook-
lyn.com]. $10 suggested 
donation.

SATURDAY
May 28

Life’s a 
beach
Brooklyn’s sandy water-
fronts are open today! 
The real action is at 
Coney Island, where 
crowds will throng 
Nathan’s Famous for a 
cheap frankfurter, but 
continue on to the 
beach, plant yourself in 
the sand, then take a 
cooling dip in the 
Atlantic Ocean. That 
should calm you 
enough to plunge back 
into the chaos of the 
Boardwalk on sum-
mer’s opening day.

10 am–6 pm at Coney 
Island and Brighton Beach 
[Surf Avenue between W. 
37th Street and Corbin 
Place in Coney Island (718) 
946–1350]. Free.

MONDAY
May 30

Hootie-hoo!
Celebrity chef Carla 
Hall’s much-antici-
pated Southern 
Kitchen will open its 
doors today, offering 
a limited menu that 
will surely include the 
Nashville native’s 
speciality — Nashville 
hot chicken. Hall has 
not announced an 
exact time for the 
opening, but you 
have the day off work 
— join the line early 
and you will make it 
in eventually!

Carla Hall’s Southern 
Kitchen (115 Columbia St. 
at Kane Street in the 
Columbia Street 
Waterfront District, www.
carlahallsouthernkitchen.
com). Free to walk in.

WEDNESDAY
June 1

League on 
their own
This is the closing 
night of silly new play 
“Orphan Action 
League,” in which an 
eccentric millionaire 
(pictured) assembles 
an elite group of 
crime-fighting 
orphans to take down 
a child labor-using vil-
lain called Grandpa 
Moneybags. Catch 
this work of genius 
while you can.

8:30 pm at Annoyance 
Theatre and Bar [367 
Bedford Ave. at S. Fifth 
Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 569–7810, www.
theannoyancenewyork.
com]. $10.

THURSDAY
June 2

Feel lucky?
Sure, there is no 
shortage of places to 
get authentic Asian 
food in Sunset Park. 
But the hipster fare 
of the Luckyrice Fes-
tival, hosted by 
Brooklyn chef Dale 
Talde and featuring 
wists on classic Asian 
cuisine from more 
than 30 restaurants, 
still sounds fun. Also, 
it has an open bar for 
Asahi beer and cock-
tails made with Bom-
bay Sapphire gin!

8 pm at Industry City [233 
37th St. between Second 
and Third avenues, (917) 
623–9669, www.luckyrice.
com]. $88 ($150 VIP).

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, MAY 27
ART, “OUR CRAZY LIFE” OPEN-

ING RECEPTION: An exhibit of 
found objects, commissioned, and 
recent works framed by a series of 
imagined narratives. Free. 7–9 pm. 
Nurture Art Gallery [56 Bogart St. 
between Harrison Place and Grattan 
Street in Bushwick, (718) 782–7755], 
nurtureart.org. 

THEATER, “THE JUDAS KISS”: Rupert 
Everett plays Oscar Wilde at two piv-
otal moments, one before and one 
after the acclaimed writer was con-
victed for sodomy. $30–$125. 7:30 
pm. BAM Harvey Theater [651 Fulton 
St. at Rockwell Place in Fort Greene, 
(718) 636–4100], www.bam.org. 

DANCE, DANCEAFRICA 2016: The 
African dance festival focuses on 
Senegal, with two Dakar-based 
companies: Watto Siita and Tenane. 
$20–$60. 7:30 pm. BAM Howard 
Gilman Opera House (30 Lafayette 
Ave. between Ashland Place and St. 
Felix Street in Fort Greene), www.
bam.org. 

THEATER, “PERMANENT CATERPIL-
LAR”: A teenage girl in the 1930s 
transforms into a caterpillar in this 
body-horror play with music. $18. 
8 pm. The Brick [575 Metropolitan 
Ave. at Lorimer Street in Williams-
burg, (718) 907–6189], www.brick-
theater.com. 

TALK, “IKE AT NIGHT”: A live late-
night talk show hosted by Ike Ufo-
madu, complete with a sidekick, 
musical performances, and different 
guests every night. $18. 8 pm. Bush-
wick Starr (207 Starr St. between 
Irving and Wykoff avenues in Bush-
wick), www.thebushwickstarr.org. 

FILM, “BEST IN SHOW”: Alamo 
Drafthouse presents an outdoor 
“Bring Your Own Dog” screen-
ing of the hilarious mockumentary 
in Fort Greene Park. Free. 8 pm. 
Fort Greene Park [Myrtle Avenue 
at Washington Park in Fort Greene, 
(718) 722–3218]. 

FILM, “WIZARDS”: The animated 1977 
fi lm about wizards battling mutants 
is presented with a live score from 
the band Black Lodge. $12. mid-
night. Nitehawk Cinema [136 Metro-
politan Ave. between Wythe Avenue 
and Berry Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 384–3980], www.nitehawkcin-
ema.com. 

SAT, MAY 28
MUSIC, CLARENCE BUCARO: The 

singer-songwriter performs tunes 
from his new album “Pendulum.” 
Free. 8 pm. 68 Jay Street Bar [68 
Jay St. between Front and Water 
streets in Dumbo, (718) 260–8207], 
www.68jaystreetbar.net. 

THEATER, “PERMANENT CATERPIL-
LAR”: 8 pm. See Friday, May 27. 

MUSIC, CITY STOMPERS: With Ap-
palachian stringpickers David and 
Danny Knicely and fi ddler Nate 
Leath. Followed by a square dance 
party and open jam. $10 ($15 with 
square dance). 9 pm. Jalopy Theatre 
[315 Columbia St. between Hamil-
ton Avenue and Woodhull Street in 
Red Hook, (718) 395–3214], www.
jalopy.biz. 

ART, “FREEDOM RIDERS 1961”: 
Painter Charlotta Janssen exhibits 
her portraits of the activists who 
took part in the 1961 civil rights 
movement, communicating the 
hope and fi ght for social and eco-
nomic change that continues today. 
Free. Noon–7 pm. Richard Beavers 
Gallery (408 Marcus Garvey Blvd be-
tween Macon and Halsey streets in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant). 

FAMILY, “THE WIZARD OF OZ”: Pup-
petWorks presents a marionette 
version of Dorothy’s visit to Oz, with 
an original country score. For ages 4 
years and older. $10 ($9 kids). 12:30 
pm and 2:30 pm. Puppetworks [338 
Sixth Ave. at Fourth Street in Park 
Slope, (718) 965–3391], www.pup-
petworks.org. 

ART, “ROODE HOEK”, “WIDE OPEN”, 
AND “RECYCLE”: Three shows at 
the Brooklyn Waterfront Artist Coali-
tion: a celebration of the Red Hook’s 
Dutch past, a national juried show, 
and an exhibit of works in the re-use 
genre. 1–6 pm. Brooklyn Waterfront 
Artists Coalition [499 Van Brunt St., 

See 9 DAYS on page 10

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

WED, JUNE 1
MUSIC, SELENA GOMEZ: $45–$99. 

7:30 pm.

SAT, JUNE 11
MUSIC, NEW YORK SALSA FESTI-

VAL: With Willie Colón, Jerry Ri-
vera, Sonora Ponceña, Tito Rojas, 
Los Adolecentes, and more. 
$70–$130. 8 pm.

TUE, JUNE 14
MUSIC, FLORENCE AND THE MA-

CHINE: $50–$130. 7:30 pm.

WED, JUNE 15
MUSIC, FLORENCE AND THE MA-

CHINE: $50–$130. 7:30 pm.

SAT, JUNE 25
SPORTS, PREMIER BOXING 

CHAMPIONS: Keith “One Time” 
Thurman faces “Showtime” 
Shawn Porter. $49–$500. 8 pm.

FRI, JULY 8
MUSIC, DEMI LOVATO AND NICK 

JONAS: $40–$126. 7 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to introduce 
Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn Paper Editor-
in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and the New York Daily News’ 
Gersh Kuntzman every Thursday at 4:45 pm for an 
hour of talk on topics Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-out 
segments, can be listened to live or played anytime 
at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH THURSDAY AT 4:45PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

Yer a wizard, Florence: British band Florence and the Ma-
chine will bring enchanting indie-rock tunes to Barclays Cen-
ter for two shows, on June 14 and 15.

A
ss

o
ci

at
ed

 P
re

ss
 /

 N
ia

ll 
C

ar
so

n

COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER



May 27–June 2, 2016 AWP  9Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-2500

Is this an ad or a calling?
��������	�
�������������������������������������
�����������������
������������
��
��������������
������
�������
�������������
������������
�������������
���������
������������������������	�����
������
�� �����������������
���������

� �	������������������������!�����������
���	����
�����"�����������������
��������������������#$%&&$���$'''(�

)����*�)����
��
����*�)����
����


162 Montague St, 2nd Fl, Brooklyn Heights
(718) 522-5555/58  Fax: (718) 522-7555
www.nanatori.com  OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

FREE
DELIVERY

$10 
MIN

Fine Japanese cuisine, 
plus full sushi bar, for 

lunch or dinner

 
 

 

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

H
er work transcends la-
bels!

An urban landscape 
painter will display her ren-
derings of two of the bor-
ough’s iconic bridges — the 
Manhattan Bridge and Brook-
lyn Bridge — at the open-
ing of her solo exhibition at 
Brooklyn Oenology Winery 
in Williamsburg on June 2. 
Artist Jen Ferguson — who 
has also designed wine la-
bels for the show’s host — 
says that the bridges became 
her artistic muses when she 
moved from upstate New York 
to Dumbo. 

“I was looking at both 
those bridges every day, day 
in and day out. They became 
my visual landscape,” Fergu-
son said. “That was what was 
around me all the time. I think 
I became a little obsessed.”

She had a minor culture 
shock when the rolling hills 
she was used to were replaced 
with tall towers and gothic-
style bridges. An artist who 

studied at Pratt Institute, Fer-
guson wanted to paint the bor-
ough’s bridges with the same 
beauty she saw in the bucolic 
hills of the north, she said. 

“I was coming from the 
countryside and moving to 
Brooklyn — what I’m seeing 

around me all the time, I came 
to see the beauty of that,” Fer-
guson said. “I started paint-
ing the architectural landscap-
ing with the same approach 
you’d paint a pastoral coun-
tryside.”

The owner of Brooklyn 

Oenology, Alie Shaper, spot-
ted Ferguson’s work and asked 
her to design two labels for 
the winery. The first, for a 
red wine called “Motley Cru,” 
used a Dumbo street scene 
that Ferguson had already 
painted. The second, for a 

Riesling titled “Friends,” fea-
tures an assortment of ador-
able animals, which Fergu-
son created especially for 
the label.

The June 2 opening will 
feature $2 off glasses of 
“Friends” and a 10 percent 
discount on bottles. But Fer-
guson herself will not be pur-
chasing too many bottles, she 
said.

“I love all wine, I would 
say I’m a big fan of red wine, 

but I’m such a lightweight,” 
she said. “I’m like a one glass 
kind of artist. I’ve never been 
able to be a wine drinker and 
work at the same time.”

The best reason to pick up a 
bottle, however, is not always 
the contents, said Ferguson. 

“A lot of the reason that 
people buy wine is for the la-
bel,” she said. “And I’m guilty 
of that too, I pick wine for 
labels.”

The artist now lives in Car-
roll Gardens and has her stu-
dio in Gowanus, so she no 
longer has a view of Brook-
lyn’s beautiful bridges — but 
she is still painting the world 
around her, she said.

“Now I’m working on the 
Gowanus, which is a little less 
romantic than the Brooklyn 
Bridge,” she said.

“Between Worlds” ex-
hibit at Brooklyn Oenology 
[209 Wythe Ave. between N. 
Third and N. Fourth streets 
in Williamsburg (718) 599–
1259, www.brooklynoenolo-
gy.com]. Opening reception 
June 2, 7–10 pm. On display 
until June 21.

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

S
he provides some local color!

Stressed-out grown-ups can 
release their inner Zen with a 

childhood activity and an adult bev-
erage at a new monthly meet-up over 
hipster coloring books, launching 
at the Koelner Bier Halle on June 
1. Coloring books can work won-
ders for Brooklynites’ psyches, says 
the event’s organizer.

“I think it’s amazing,” said Mon-
ica Hammond. “I’m hoping people 

are finding it as a way to relax. For 
me it brings out the inner child.” 

The Park Slope artist and co-
median started creating her color-
ing books at the end of 2015, pro-
ducing several short activity books 
based on different themes, includ-
ing dog selfies, pop culture figures 
from the ’90s, and presidential can-
didates. She also makes custom-
ized, hand-drawn coloring books 
for people based on photographs 
they provide, often as quirky wed-
ding or engagement gifts.

The adult coloring books are not 

just popular with meditating mil-
lennials, she said — seniors love to 
break out the crayons, too. 

“There’s a lot of colorists in the re-

tired generation,” said Hammond.
Her only advice for beginning pig-

ment pushers is to stay in between 
the lines, which is easiest to do with 

colored pencils, she said.
Hammond is constantly surprised 

at how imaginative people can get 
with their color selections.

“I love when I see my pictures col-
ored in and the pictures aren’t anything 
I thought they would be,” she said.

 At the event on June 1, colorists 
of any age can put their own touch 
on pages featuring Lady Gaga, Hil-
lary Clinton, and Chance the Rapper, 
among other pop figures. The all-
you-can-color event costs $7 for ac-
cess to Hammond’s original coloring 
pages and a vast supply of colored 
pencils, crayons, and markers.

The night will also have a “cap-
tion this” contest to come up with 
the funniest description of one of 
the coloring pages. The winner will 
receive a $25 bar tab at Koelner Bier 
Hall and bragging rights.

Coloring Club at Koelner Bier 
Halle  (84 St. Marks Pl. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, www.curiouscustom.com). 
June 1 at 7:30 pm. $7 ($5 in ad-
vance).

Turning from water to wine
Artist displays bridge paintings at Williamsburg winery

Iconic images: Jen Ferguson (pictured right) says that she was inspired by Brook-
lyn’s bridges.
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Drink ’n’ dye!
Park Slope artist hosts 
grown-up coloring club

Pencil pusher: Artist Monica Hammond poses with a beer and 
one of her original coloring pages, at Koelner Bier Halle in Park 
Slope. She will host a coloring club, with all art materials pro-
vided, at the beer hall on June 1.
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By Bill Roundy
Brooklyn Paper

T
hey’ll be swell, they’ll be 
great!

The Gallery Players will 
launch its 50th season with the 
brassy show-biz musical “Gypsy” 
— an announcement that came by 
means of a song. At the Park Slope 
theater company’s fund-raising 
party on May 21, singers revealed 
the four musicals in the upcoming 
season by belting out show-stop-
pers from those plays — giving the 
show tune-savvy among the crowd 
a few moment’s advance notice be-
fore the name of the musical flashed 
onto the stage.

The party was a unique way to 
mark a momentous anniversary, said 
the group’s artistic director.

“We’ve never done anything like 
this before,” said Mark Harborth. 
“But we needed a little boost for 
the 50th.”

The company’s 50th season will 
close with the musical “Ragtime,” 
about the American experience at the 
dawn of the 20th century. Other musi-
cals will include Sondheim’s “Marry 
Me a Little” and “You’re a Good Man, 
Charlie Brown,” performed in reper-
tory, with “Charlie Brown” at mati-
nees and “Marry Me” at night.

“We try to include some shows that 
need a second look,” said Harborth. 

“Shows that didn’t do well on Broad-
way, or might do better in a smaller 
theater — which is where ‘Marry 
Me a Little’ comes in.”

The season will also include three 
straight plays: “A Few Good Men,” 

the comedy “The 39 Steps,” which 
recently closed Off-Broadway, and 
“Sweet Bird of Youth,” by Tennes-
see Williams.

At the launch party, about 75 sup-
porters and volunteers perched at 

small tables decked with bouquets 
of feathers and Playbill covers — 
which came down throughout the 
night, as people behind strained to 
see. Between musical numbers the 
host, Roger Gonzales, of the site Lo-
cal Theatre New York, introduced the 
spoken plays. He also raffled off the 
night’s 45 prizes, most of which were 
donated by local businesses. 

When Gonzales’s voice flagged, 
he exhorted people to buy more raffle 
tickets, saying: “I know some people 
said ‘You need a microphone.’ That’s 
why we’re having a fund-raiser! To 
get a better sound system!”

The night raised about $2,800 
for the Players, said Harborth. The 
money will go to improving the stage 
manager’s booth and installing cen-
tral air-conditioning.

One multiple raff le-winner 
shrugged apologetically to the crowd 
while collecting her third prize. 

“I bought 90 tickets!” explained 
Sonia Valentin. The Bensonhurst res-
ident, who also volunteers with the 
theater’s costume department, said 
that she attends the Gallery Players 
because the shows are amazing.

“I’m happy to win, but we bought 
90 tickets because we wanted to 
contribute to such a fantastic the-
ater company,” said Valentin. “As 
far as the quality of the work, the 
quality of the acting — it’s just as 
good as Broadway.”

Raising golden voices
Gallery Players announces 50th season through songs

Psychiatry, five cents: Actors Adrian Rifat and Alyson Leigh 
Rosenfeld perform “The Doctor is In” from the musical “You’re 
a Good Man, Charlie Brown.” The play will be part of the Gallery 
Players’ upcoming 50th season.

near Reed Street in Red 
Hook, (718) 596–2506], 
www.bwac.org. 

ART, 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
FRED TRUMP’S DEMOLI-
TION OF STEEPLECHASE 
PAVILION: The Coney 
Island History Project re-
members the destruction of 
a Coney Island icon by de-
veloper Fred Trump, Donald 
Trump’s father. Free. 1–7 
pm. Coney Island History 
Project [3059 W. 12th St. 
between Bowery Street and 
the Boardwalk in Coney Is-
land, (347) 702–8553], www.
coneyislandhistory.org. 

ART, “ABYSSAL” OPENING 
RECEPTION: Sara Jimenez 
suspends fabric nets from 
the ceiling of the gallery, 
while two performers in an 
elevated space continue to 
weave and create new nets. 
Free. 5–8 pm. FiveMyles 
[558 St Johns Pl in Crown 
Heights, (718) 783–4438], 
www.fi vemyles.org/sara-
jimenez. 

READING, THE WORLD’S 
OLDEST SHIP POETRY 
READING: Featuring poets 
Caitlin McDonnell, Lea Díaz, 
and Eighty-pound Pug and 
Steve Dalachinsky. With 
music from Water Brain and 
video projections. $5 sug-
gested donation. 6 pm. J+B 
Design and Cafe [300 Sev-
enth St. between between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Park Slope, (347) 987–3217], 
www.jplusbdesign.com. 

READING, “YOU ARE A 
COMPLETE DISAPPOINT-
MENT”: Mike Edison reads 
from his triumphant memoir 
of failed expectations. Free. 
7 pm. BookCourt [163 Court 
St. between Pacifi c and 
Dean streets in Cobble Hill, 
(718) 875–3677], www.book-
court.org. 

SUN, MAY 29
DANCE, THE HIVE NEW 

YORK: A shared program of 
contemporary dance works. 
$16. 4 pm. Triskelion Arts 
(106 Calyer St. between 
Banker Street and Clifford 
Place in Greenpoint), www.
theopenhive.com. 

MARKET, FAD WEEKEND 
MARKET AND FLEA: A 
pop-up fashion, art and de-
sign market. Free. 11 am–6 
pm. Issue Project Room 
[22 Boerum Pl. at Livings-
ton Street in Downtown, 
(718) 330–0313], www.is-
sueprojectroom.org. 

ART, “STUDIO OF THE VANI-
TIES”: Senegalese photog-
rapher Omar Victor Diop’s 
discusses his elaborately 
staged photographs of Afri-
ca’s creative class. Followed 
by a rooftop reception. 
Free. 4:30 pm. BAM Fisher 
(321 Ashland Pl. between 
Hansen Place and Lafayette 
Avenue in Fort Greene), 
www.bam.org. 

SPRING FLING ’98: A celebra-
tion of all that was dope 
about being a teen in the 
’90s. With cover bands, 
trivia, and a dance party. 
$10. 6:30 pm. Knitting Fac-
tory [361 Metropolitan Ave. 
at Havemeyer Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (347) 529–6696], 
bk.knittingfactory.com. 

WASABASSCO’S PIRATE 
SHOW: Arr! No booty be 
safe at this burlesque show 
on the high seas of strip-
tease. $25 ($35 VIP). 9 pm. 
Bell House [149 Seventh St. 
at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus, (718) 643–6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com.  

MON, MAY 30
MEMORIAL DAY IN THE 

PARK: The Prospect Park 
Alliance invites you to 
spend the day in the park 
for a boat load of family fun. 
Free. Noon–5 pm. Prospect 
Park Audubon Center [Enter 
park at Lincoln Road and 
Ocean Avenue in Prospect 
Park, (718) 287–3400], www.
prospectpark.org/audubon. 

MUSIC, GREEN-WOOD’S 
18TH ANNUAL MEMO-
RIAL DAY COMMEMO-
RATION: The InterSchool 
Orchestra Symphonic Band 
plays the work of some of 
Green-Wood’s permanent 
residents, including Fred 
Ebb, Leonard Bernstein, 
and Paul Jabara. Free. 2:30 
pm. Green-Wood Cem-
etery [Fifth Avenue and 
25th Street in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 210–3080], 
www.green-wood.com. 

SPORTS, TWO-HOLE MINI-
GOLF: Screening room and 
bar Syndicated installs a 
two-hole mini-golf course in 
its dining room for Memo-
rial Day. Free. Noon–6 pm. 
Syndicated (40 Bogart St. at 
Thames Street in Bushwick), 
www.syndicatedbk.com. 

TUES, MAY 31
TALK, COCKTAILS AND CON-

VERSATION: An elegant 
cocktail hour followed by 
a program featuring leg-
endary civil rights activist 
Vernon Jordan in conversa-
tion with historian Henry 
Louis Gates, Jr. $100. 6:30 
pm. Brooklyn Historical So-
ciety [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

MUSIC, THE HOLLOWS: The 
Brooklyn roots-rock band 
launches its new album “Be-
tween the Water and the 
Wonder Wheel.” $8. 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe 
Ave. between N. 11th and 
N. 12th streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 963–3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com. 

MUSIC, ENSEMBLE PAMP-
LEMOUSSE PRESENTS 
“GOODMORNING, 
GOODNIGHT”: $25 ($20 
in advance). 8 pm. Roulette 
[509 Atlantic Ave. at Third 
Avenue in Boerum Hill, (917) 
267–0363], www.roulette.
org. 

WED, JUNE 1
ART, THE BEAUTY OF ART 

WITHIN YOU: An interac-
tive art workshop meant 
to teach people creative 
ways to improve their 
health. Free. 6 pm. Resto-
ration Plaza [1368 Fulton 
St. at Marcy Avenue in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, (718) 
636–6996], www.restora-
tionplaza.org. 

COMEDY, BROOKLYN, 
STAND UP!!: Comedy 
show with Kevin Barnett, 
Selena Coppock, and Rob 
Haze. Free. 6:30 pm. The 
Paper Box [17 Meadow 
St. between Bogart and 
Waterbury streets in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 383–3815], 
paperboxnyc.com. 

READING, EMMA STRAUB: 
The New York Times best-
selling author kicks off her 
fi rst-ever international book 
tour in Brooklyn with the 

release of her new novel, 
“Modern Lovers.” Free. 7 
pm. BookCourt [163 Court 
St. between Pacifi c and 
Dean streets in Cobble Hill, 
(718) 875–3677], www.book-
court.org. 

FILM, SNEAK PEEK OF “AYITI 
MON AMOUR”: The Carib-
bean Film Academy pres-
ents a screeningof a magic 
neo-realist fi lm about Haiti, 
fi ve years after the earth-
quake. $14. 7:30 pm. BAM 
Rose Cinemas [30 Lafayette 
Ave. between Lafayatte 
Avenue and Hanson Place 
in Fort Greene, (718) 636–
4100], www.bam.org. 

THURS, JUNE 2
ART, NEW YORK CITY OYS-

TER PROJECT OPENING 
RECEPTION: An exhibit of 
photographs by Colleen 
Fanigan and multi-media 
works on paper by Judith 
Pleva, focusing on Brook-
lyn’s native oyster reefs and 
underwater ecosystem. 
Free. 5–7 pm. Community 
Room (99 Plymouth St. at 
Adams Street in Dumbo), 
www.brooklynartscoun-
cil.org. 

READING, WRITE NIGHT 
AT FRANKS — TURN ME 
ON: Write Night celebrates 
seven years of original writ-
ing cabaret. Tonight, writers 
perform original material 
about what turns them 
on. Free. 7:30 pm. Frank’s 
Lounge [660 Fulton St. be-
tween S. Elliot Place and 
Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 625–9339]. 

MUSIC, JENNIFER CHOI AND 
TALUJON PERCUSSION: 
An evening celebrating 
the Indonesian gamelan. 
$25 ($20 in advance). 8 pm. 
Roulette [509 Atlantic Ave. 
at Third Avenue in Boerum 
Hill, (917) 267–0363], www.
roulette.org. 

FRI, JUNE 3
DANCE, CATAMON DANCE 

GROUP PRESENTS 
“URFA”: The Israel-based 
troupe performs a work 
questioning the different as-
pects of the Arabic culture 
in the Israeli public sphere. 
A moderated discussion fol-
lows. $12. 7 pm. Center for 
Performance Research (361 
Manhattan Ave. between 
Withes and Jackson streets 
in Greenpoint), www.chez-
bushwick.net. 

SVETLANA AND FRIENDS: 
Get a swing dance lesson 
at 7 pm, then show off your 
new skills while the band 
plays. $20 (kids free). 7 
pm. Brooklyn Society for 
Ethical Culture [53 Prospect 
Park West, between First 
and Second streets in Park 
Slope, (917) 292–1404]. 

MUSIC, OPERA ON TAP, BIG 
LAZY: A casual opera com-
pany that performs in bars, 
followed by an instrumental 
noir band. $10 suggested 
donation. 8 pm. Barbes [376 
Ninth St. at Sixth Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 965–9177], 
www.barbesbrooklyn.com. 

SAT, JUNE 4
ART, “EMBODIMENT”: French 

artist Stephanie Corne 
presents music, dance, 
and interactive body paint-
ing. Free. 2 pm and 4 pm. 
Waterfront Museum Barge 
[290 Conover St. near Reed 
Street in Red Hook, (718) 
624–4719], www.waterfront-
museum.org. 

MUSIC, POE’S “THE CON-
QUEROR WORM”: Ben 
Holmes and Patrick Farrell 
perform a six-part suite 
inspired by Edgar Allan 
Poe’s poem, accompanied 
by animation and a reading. 
$10 suggested donation. 8 
pm. Barbes [376 Ninth St. at 
Sixth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 965–9177], www.
barbesbrooklyn.com. 

SPOKE THE HUB’S LOCAL 
PRODUCE MINI FESTIVAL 
OF PERFORMING ARTS: 
A cultural “green market” 
featuring free workshops, 
performances and fun and 
games. Free. 10 am–5 pm. 
Spoke the Hub [748 Union 
St. between Fifth and Sixth 
avenues in Park Slope, (718) 
408–3234], spokethehub.
org. 

READING, ROODE HOEK 
REVELS — FIVE WRIT-
ERS FABULATE: The Word 
Cabaret presents fi ve local 
writers unspooling tall tales. 
Free. 4 pm. Brooklyn Water-
front Artists Coalition [499 
Van Brunt St., near Reed 
Street in Red Hook, (718) 
596–2506], www.bwac.org. 

TARGET FIRST SATURDAY 
AT THE BROOKLYN MU-
SEUM: The Museum cel-
ebrates Gay Pride Month 
with artists and perform-
ers, including the Gay Mens 
Chorus. Free. 5–11 pm. 
Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 8

Fabulous b------: The Alamo Drafthouse hosts a 
“bring your own dog” screening of the doggie 
mockumentary “Best in Show,” on April 27 in Fort 
Greene Park.
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Come train beachside at Brooklyn’s only community college campus at CCCCCoooommmeeee tttrrraaaaiiinnn bbbbeeeeaaaaccccCCCCCoooommmmmeeee tttttrrrrraaaaaiiiiinnnnn bbbbbeeeeaaaaacccchhhhssssiiiiddddeeee aaaatttt BBBBrrrrooooooookkkklllyyynnnn’’’’ssss oooonnnnllyyy ccccoooommmm lllllleeeeggggeeee ccccaaaammmppppuuuussss aaaatttmmmmuuuunnnniiiittttyyy ccccoooolllllllllleeeeggggeeee ccccaaaaammmmmppppuuuussss aaaaattttt
Kingsborough Community College! 

hhhssssiiiddddeeee aaaattt BBBrrrooooooookkklllyyyynnn ssss oooonnnhhhhssssiiiiddddeeee aaaatttt BBBBrrrrooooooookkkkllllyyynnnn ssss oooonnnnllyyyy ccccoooommmlllyyy ccccoooommmmmmmuuuunnniiitttyyyy ccccoooolmmmmuuuunnnniiiittttyyy ccccoooolll
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We offer Affordable Job Training with  
Nationally Recognized Certification,  

Job Placement Assistance and College Credits! 

Come train beachside at Brooklyn’s only community college campus at
Kingsborough Community College!

N ew York kids are 
about to get dirty, 
frustrated, bruised, 

and tired.
And soooooooo happy. 
This Saturday, a brand new 

but already cluttered and cha-
otic “adventure playground” 
is opening on Governor’s Is-
land. It’s called play:ground. 
Admission is free on the 
weekends and children are 
most welcome.

Parents are not.
That’s the idea behind ad-

venture playgrounds, explains 
Yoni Kellai, one of the eight 
volunteers who co-founded 
the place: Kids play differ-
ently when there is a parent 
around. You’ve seen it your-
self. They pester and whine. 
They get bored and demand 
adult attention (and Goldfish 
crackers). 

But when kids play on their 
own, especially when they’ve 
got hammers and saws and 
wood and nails — as they will 
at play:ground — they play a 
little bigger. They make and 
break things. And that’s just 
what kids really crave.

The whole idea of adven-
ture playgrounds began in 
Denmark in the 1930s. A 
landscape architect named 
C.T. Sorenson noted with 
unusual humility that kids 
did not seem to be flocking 

to the kind of well-ordered 
parks he and his colleagues 
designed. Instead, they were 
having the time of their lives 
playing in junky lots. As he 
started to imagine what the 
most engaging playground 
would look like, he wrote 
in his journal: “There could 
be … old cardboard boxes, 
planks and boards, ‘dead’ 
cars, old tires, and lots of 
other things. Of course it 
would look terrible.”

It sure does. The lots look 
like rubble. But from then on, 
adventure playgrounds sprang 
up across Europe and Japan. 
In the 1970s, there were even 
three adventure playgrounds 
in New York — parks delib-
erately full of junk and super-
vised by “playworkers,” that 
is, adults trained to support 
play, not direct it. But grad-
ually, those playgrounds dis-
appeared, in part for budget 
reasons and in part, one sus-
pects, due to liability con-
cerns. Adventure play was 

replaced by its opposite: The 
kind of playgrounds we see 
today, where parents are ex-
pected to stay and watch. 

What’s missing most is 
risky play, which is not the 
same as hazardous play, says 
Kellai, who teaches circus arts 
in Brooklyn. Risk is some-
thing a child can assess and 
decide to take or not: Shall 
I climb a little higher up the 
ladder today? A hazard is 
just an unseen danger — 
for instance, if the ladder 
had a broken leg the child 
couldn’t see.

Too often, parents, princi-
pals, and insurance compa-
nies assume risk and hazard 
are the same. But eliminat-
ing risk eliminates a key el-
ement of play: facing some-
thing scary and overcoming 
it. Take it out and play be-
comes boring. 

The adventure playground 
gives it back.

Governors Island has gen-
erously allowed the adven-

ture playground to look as 
it must: just awful, strewn 
around with wood, plastic, 
fabric and whatever junk the 
founders could find. 

“I actually stumbled across 
what I think you call a dial 
phone?” says Kellai, 32. “I 
don’t know if the kids will 
know what it is.” 

That doesn’t mean it isn’t 
valuable. It could become part 
of a fort — or the target of 
hammer practice. 

“There’s very little oppor-
tunity for a lot of kids liv-
ing in New York to not just 
build but destroy their en-
vironments without being 
chastised,” says Reilly Ber-
gin Wilson, a doctoral stu-
dent who is another one of the 
play:ground founders. “You 
could go to your local play-
ground, but if you ever took 
even a permanent marker, 
let alone a saw, to anything 
there, you would get yelled at 
in seconds — and quite pos-
sibly someone would call the 
police on you.”

Destroying and building 
are both just fine at an ad-
venture playground. And 
they’re clearly something 
the kids love almost more 
than anything else. When 
play:ground opened a few 
short term pop-up play-
grounds in Brooklyn, parents 

who’d normally schedule a 
day’s worth of amusements 
were amazed to find their kids 
could occupy themselves for 
two, three, four hours without 
anything more than a gaggle 
of kids and a pile of planks.

The parents changed as 
much as the kids. 

So: To get to the play:ground 
there are ferries from Man-
hattan and Brooklyn. Thanks 
to Kickstarter and a few 
grants, there are three play-
workers every weekend until 
the end of September. Since 
each playworker can oversee 
about 10 kids, well, you can 
do the math. If the founders 
get some more grants, they 
can hire some more workers 
and allow in more kids.

During the week, the 
play:ground is home to a 
camp that costs $550/week, but 
scholarships are available.

And outside the 
play:ground, there’s another 
area for younger kids — that 
is, kids under 6 — where par-
ents are allowed and even en-
couraged to stay. But once 
those kids get a little older 
… bye mom! 

For more information, visit 
play-ground.nyc. And let your 
kids take it from there.

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker and author 
and founder of the book 
and blog Free-Range Kids.

Kids play with the darndest things

By Lenore Skenazy

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Talk about showboat-
ing!

Champion yacht skippers 
put on a show in the waters 
off Brooklyn Bridge Park last 
Friday, holding a short ex-
hibition regatta in the East 
River after completing a 
prestigious trans-Atlantic 
contest.

Four finishers from the 
Transat — a 56-year-old 
competition in which 25 

sailors single-handedly nav-
igate their crafts from Eng-
land to the U.S. — hoisted 
their sails for the event, rac-
ing around New York Harbor 
before docking in the park’s 
 new marina , which officially 
opened at the beginning of 
the month.

Only 18 of the 25 compet-
itors have completed the race 
since casting off from Plym-
outh on May 2 so far — and 
some never will, after  waving 
a white flag  due to the brutal 
conditions out at sea.

Sample sail
Champion skippers hold 
exhibition race from park

One of the competitors sails past Brooklyn Bridge Park.
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By Tatiana Hernandez
for Brooklyn Paper

This scared-straight pro-
gram is dead serious.

Brookdale Hospital brought 
50 kids from Brooklyn high 
schools to its morgue to scare 
them away from gunplay on 
May 18. And the event was 
right on target, according to 
one student who said it helped 
him realize how one wrong 
move could cause a lifetime 
of pain.

“It was touching,” said 
New Visions Charter High 
School student Deshawn Rios. 
“Knowing what these people 
went through, it could have 
them think, ‘What if that was 
me in that situation, in this po-
sition? How would the family 
members of the victim of the 
life I took away feel?’ ”

Hospital employees showed 
kids some unlucky stiffs whose 
lives gun violence cut short, 
because the day was all about 
tough love, one worker said.

“They never had a chance 
to see tomorrow, they never 
had a chance to wear Jordans, 
they never had a chance to 
enjoy themselves,” external 
affairs guru Khari Edwards 
told a group of aghast students 
viewing a corpse. “What we 
want you to do is live long, 
fruitful, fulfilling lives be-
ing real ingratiated people 
to society.”

Edwards dreamed up the 
event — the first in the hos-
pital’s “It Starts Here” cam-
paign to end gun violence — 
because his 12-year-old son 
was held at gunpoint in an at-
tempted robbery.

A criminal justice advo-
cate, a gunshot survivor, a 
trauma surgeon, and Dep-
uty Borough President Di-

Kids scared stiff
Brought to morgue for lesson on guns

Brookdale University Hospital brought kids from 
five Brooklyn schools to see gunshot victims in 
the medical center’s morgue in an effort to scare 
the students away from firearms. The teens  were 
pretty grossed out.
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ana Reyna talked to kids 
about confronting aggres-
sion in their own lives, and 
students shared their reasons 
for fearing to speak out — 
peer pressure, respect, and 
fear of what might happen to 
their families if they did. The 
intimate conversation reso-
nated with pupils, one school 
administrator said.

“I felt like that personal 
level that they had, talking 
about the gun violence and 

holding them accountable for 
their behavior and actions 
while watching this presen-
tation, I thought that was su-
per effective,” said New Vi-
sions Charter High School 
for Advanced Math and Sci-
ence III guidance counselor 
Stefan Phillip. 

“It opened their eyes to see 
stuff they had never seen be-
fore, and to see that this is 
real,” he said. “It’s not just 
something in a movie.”

By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

Someone slit a Red Hook 
woman’s throat and left her 
for dead on a W. Ninth Street 
bench in the early morning 
hours of May 19.

A passerby called police at 
around 4:30 am after spotting 
51-year-old Sharon Whigham 
sitting on the seat between 
Henry and Clinton streets 
with her throat sliced open, 
cops said.

Authorities responded 
and pronounced Whigham 
dead at the scene, accord-
ing to a report.

Submit tips to (800) 
577–8477 or www.nypd-
crimestoppers.com.

Throat slit in Red Hook
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For more information please call Jennifer Stern at 718-260-8302 
or email jstern@cnglocal.com

Congratulations 
to Brooklyn’s 

2016 Women of Distinction

Regina Andriolo, Esq.
Anna Becker
Nancy Colt
Sybil DeVeaux
Audrey Doorn
Pamela 
   Esposito-Amery
Nancy Falco
Lenore Friedman
Bonnii Gargano

Laura Glazier-Smith
Lynn Harris
Nataly Isikli
Michele Jerry, LCSW
Dr. Saundra Johnson
Ingrid P. Lewis-Martin
Dr. Amy Lipnicki
Diane Marino
Maria Teresa Nitti
Angelika Pisakhova

Chinita Pointer
Beareather Reddy
Bazah Roohi
Carmen Gloria 
   Rosario-Olmedo
Dawn Simon
Stephanie Thompson
Hafi da Torres
Shirley Young

HONOREES

Join Us!
Gala Dinner & Award Ceremony

Tuesday, June 7 at

$100/person
8023 13th Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11228

Our Keynote Speaker
Ophira Eisenberg
Ophira Eisenberg is a standup comic, 
writer, and host of NPR’s hit trivia 
comedy show, Ask Me Another. She has 
appeared on The Late Late Show, The 
Today Show, Comedy Central, and VH-1.

To purchase the tickets on Gala Dinner & Award Ceremony 
go to brooklyndaily.com/wodevent

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Talk about a high score.
The developer of a new 

luxury Downtown apart-
ment complex has opened a 
basketball court on its 18th-
floor roof where residents can 
get some serious air while up 
in the air, and tenants say the 
prospect of dribbling 200 feet 
above Brooklyn has all their 
friends drooling.

“I have friends that come 
over when they want to 
play,” said Sal Contractor, 
who moved into City Tower 
on Flatbush Avenue earlier 
this year. “I have a whole 
bunch of people who want 
to get in.”

The half-court is enclosed 
by floor-to-ceiling windows 
that show off views of Down-
town and the Manhattan sky-
line — and give tenants on 
nearby floors a peek at what’s 
going on inside, often in-
spiring them to come in and 
shoot some hoops, Contrac-
tor said.

“I’ll go down there and 
play during the day and 

The air up there
New high-rise’s rooftop basketball court 

City Tower residents Sal Contractor, Liza Domingues, 
and Doug Bello say they love the building’s sky-high 
basketball court, where they shoot hoops almost 
every day.
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month to rent — now face 
off several times a week, and 
the hoopsters say the ame-
nity is a great way to score 
friends in the recently opened 
high-rise. 

“The building is new and 
a lot of people want to meet 
each other,” said Doug Bello, 
who moved in last month. 
“The court helps because it 
gives a way for everyone to 
meet up.”

The amenity — which 
comes with a rack of bas-
ketballs — is free for now, 
though the building’s man-
agement has not yet decided if 
it will remain so forever, ac-
cording to a building rep. 

He said developer the 
Brodsky Organization built 
the sky-high hoops hall to 
set the building apart from 
other high-end buildings 
nearby — some of which 
offer  rooftop dog runs  and 
 swimming pools . 

“We were looking to do 
something a little extra, not 
just be a typical gym,” said 
leasing agent David Hazle-
wood. 

City Tower is part of the 
sprawling  City Point complex  
at Fulton Mall and Gold Street, 
which also includes a separate 
19-story apartment building, 
a  soon-to-open shopping cen-
ter and cinema , and a  yet-to-
be-built 57-story condomin-
ium high-rise .

sometimes people will see 
my playing so they’ll come 
down to shoot around too,” 
he said.

Around a dozen residents 
in the swanky 48-story build-
ing — where studio apart-
ments cost around $2,500 a 

IN PRINT
Pick up Brooklyn Paper every 
Friday across Greenpoint, 
Williamsburg, Bushwick, Downtown, 
and Brownstone Brooklyn. Each 
paper delivers news, arts, sports, 
and parenting in one package. 

ON YOUR COMPUTER, 
PHONE, OR TABLET
No one else covers Brooklyn like 
BrooklynPaper.com. The site is 
updated throughout the day, 
offering the latest local coverage 
with more depth than any other 
web publication.

IN YOUR INBOX, 
NEWSFEED, OR TIMELINE
Brooklyn Paper will come to you, too.
Follow us on Twitter at @Brooklyn_
Paper, like us on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/BrooklynPaper, and 
sign up for our e-mail news letter at 
BrooklynPaper.com/about/alerts.

THREE WAYS TO LOVE

BROOKLYN PAPER and BrooklynPaper.com
Your go-to source for a daily dose of Brooklyn!

By Max Jaeger
Brooklyn Paper

Officer down!
Police and firefighters got 

into a bloody brawl during 
what was supposed to be a 
friendly charity football game 
at MCU Park on May 22. Fire-
fighters felt burned they were 
losing 13–29, and a battle-roy-
ale erupted in the matchup’s 
closing minutes, a photogra-
pher on the scene said.

“There was yelling back 
and forth between two play-
ers after a play — everybody 
encircled them, and then I saw 
helmets flying,” said photog-
rapher Angel Zayas. “FDNY 

was really p----- off that they 
were 13 against 29 — every-
body was taunting back and 
forth.”

Video depicts a bloodied 
firefighter hobbling away 
from the bench-clearer.

Officials tried to keep the 
massive bout classified, the 
photographer said.

“When the brawl went 
down, they all came after me 
and said, ‘You better not put 
this out there,’ ” Zayas said.

A little rough-housing is to 
be expected, a police spokes-
men said.

“C’mon, they’re playing 
football — they fight all the 

Blood sport
Cops, fi refi ghters get into 
brawl at charity game

time,” the spokesman said.
Fire department officials 

declined to comment.
It was teams’ 44th meeting 

— their first in Brooklyn in 

more than a decade. Money 
raised went to the police’s Wid-
ows’ and Children’s Fund and 
the fire department’s Fire Fam-
ily Transport Foundation.

A firefighter bleeds from his ear after the fracas.
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For more information and to find out about our other 
great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch, call 
800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must open a Flushing Bank Complete Checking Plus account. Get the complete 
access and control you desire with a competitive interest rate and banking on-the-go with our 
Flushing Bank Mobile2 app.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New money only. APY effective May 10, 2016. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot 
be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. A new Complete Checking Plus account 
with a $5,000 minimum initial deposit is required to receive the CD with the advertised rate. Certain fees and restrictions may apply. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance 
is $5,000. A new checking account is not required for IRA accounts. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details. 2 Flushing Bank Mobile Banking is available to all Flushing Bank online 
banking users. Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

24-Month CD

1.40%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

THE ANSWER:
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THE QUESTION:
Who is the new voice in morning radio 
that everyone is talking about?

MORNINGS:
6-9AM
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P aging through maga-
zines in the dentist’s 
waiting room I was re-

minded that still, in the big, 
wide world, moms are par-
ents and dads are, well, just 
dads. 

For all the changes during 
the past 20 years in the amount 
of time men spend participat-
ing in family life and caring 
for their children, the assump-
tions we make about who the 
real parent is in a family re-
mains intractably the same 
— the mom.

I was reminded of this 
when a new nurse started at 
my daughter’s school who ini-
tially called my wife, even 
when my number’s listed first 
on all the info sheets, only to 
find out that I’m the one who 
can pick up my daughter or 
make the doctor’s appoint-
ment or provide any neces-
sary medical information.

When my girls were lit-
tle, women felt justified, even 
compelled, to tell me that my 
kids should be wearing hats, 
or a sweater, or would inter-
vene if I had a crying tod-
dler in a grocery store aisle 

A farewell from the Dad

By Scott Sager

The 
Dad

because, clearly, I 
needed help. That 
was more than a 
decade ago, when 
fathers in office 
garb dropped off 
their children in 
the mornings, but 
almost none were 
at pick up or the playground 
after school. Today I see more 
men hovering outside in the 
afternoon, participating in the 
informal parenting circles that 
are setting up play dates, co-
ordinating upcoming week-
end activities, and swapping 
useful information that par-
ents rely on.

Expectations on fathers 
have certainly shifted. To-
day it would be unthinkable 
that a dad couldn’t change his 
infant’s diaper, and, at least 
in Brooklyn, it’s accepted 
that two men raising chil-
dren together are creating 
as caring and vital a family 
as any other. 

Still, the tropes used when 
discussing dads remain stag-
nant — the hapless dad, the 
coach, the oblivious dad. Books 

by and for fathers mostly fall 
into either humorous and sweet 
memoirs or pep talks to men 
about why dads are important 
to their children.

I must admit to occasionally 
using people’s assumptions for 
my benefit, like making the 
sheepish, I’m-just-a-dumb-
dad face to get my kids into 
a bathroom or to smooth over 
some poor behavior in pub-
lic. It usually worked, elicit-
ing sympathetic looks at my 
children, as if they were fac-
ing a lifetime of disadvantage 
because their father was car-
ing for them.

I’m ready to give this up 
and it is time we all overcome 
any remaining resistance to 
the idea that dads are parents 
too. There are some dinosaurs 
out there, but men that can’t 

give up the dream of having 
a “Leave It To Beaver” life, 
statistics show their extinc-
tion is near. 

The number of stay-at-
home dads reached 2 mil-
lion or more in 2012. Fathers 
certainly coach their chil-
dren’s soccer teams but we 
also cook a decent meal and 
manage the kids and the home 
when spouses travel for work 
or fun. Us men have proven 
very adaptable to changes in 
our homes and workplaces, 
mostly thriving as our fam-
ily roles expand. 

It is time for the rest of the 
world to catch up, for dads 
to open a parenting maga-
zine and know that it is for 
us as much as for the moms 
who might be in the waiting 
room next. 

This concludes my run 
in the Brooklyn Paper. I’d 
like to add a big thank you 
to my editors, Gersh Kuntz-
man (who hired me) and 
Vince DiMiceli (who kept 
me around) for the opportu-
nity to add a dad’s voice to the 
parentsphere, and, of course, 
to you for reading.

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

It was a dino score!
Some Neanderthal stole seven hand-

made dinosaur costumes from Bushwick 
circus venue the House of Yes last Thurs-
day night — robbing performers not only 
of their outfits but also years of treasured 
memories, according to the designer.

“They were really cool and they 
brought a lot of people a lot of joy and 
now who knows where they’re going to 
be,” said aerial acrobat Anya Sapozhnik-
ova, who first made the costumes for  a 
Christmas show in 2012 . 

The thief struck when the costumes 
— sparkly bodysuits with large masks 
— were sitting in a box in front the venue 
on Wyckoff Avenue at Jefferson Street at 
10:15 pm, before organizers could bring 
them inside for an animal-themed dance 
party headlined by aptly named tech-
house duo Monkey Safari, Sapozhnik-
ova said.

It’s the land before crime
Sexy dinosaur costumes stolen from Bushwick venue

A bouncer at the Cobra Club bar down 
the street later reported seeing someone 
wearing a dinosaur head around 10:30 
pm, she added. 

Sapozhnikova said she put 80 hours 
of work into making the quirky ensem-
bles, which have evolved to become a 
House of Yes staple that sometimes pop 
up in several different shows in a sin-
gle week. 

“It was very sad because they’re such 
a House of Yes thing,” she said. 

The prehistoric props are so beloved, 
the venue will cough up a $300 cash re-
ward — possibly more than the entire “The 
Good Dinosaur” box office — for their 
return with no questions asked.

It is not the first time a crook has sto-
len one of the House of Yes’s out-of-the-
box creations — a few years ago, some-
one swiped a giant flounder fish prop 
that was never recovered, Sapozhnik-
ova said. 

If you have any information, e-mail 
info@houseofyes.org.

The House of Yes is offering a 
$300 reward for the return of 
seven costumes.
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Since 2013, the number of people working at Industry City 
has more than doubled to 4,100. And approximately half of 
those who work here, live nearby. 
 
At Industry City, we call that a good start.
 
Manufacturers, tech companies, creative firms and other innovative companies are 
reusing empty factories and storage warehouses. And community organizations, City 
Tech, CUNY and others who help prepare workers for new jobs are training area 
residents, helping local entrepreneurs and making sure opportunities stay close to home.

If you’re looking for work, want help starting a business or just want to know more 
about what is happening at Industry City, go to www.industrycity.com.

INNOVATION AT INDUSTRY CITY IS 
OPPORTUNITY IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD


