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BROOKLYN’S CHOICE FOR QUALITY, CONVENIENT MEDICAL CARE

ProHEALTHURGENTCARE.COM 1-888-500-5656 • MON-FRI: 9AM-9PM • SAT & SUN: 9AM-6PM

26 Court Street in Brooklyn Heights
between Remsen and Montague

330 Court Street in Carol Garden
between Sackett and Union

• 5 New Brooklyn Locations • Open 7 Days A Week • No Appointment Needed • Most Insurances Accepted

Riding the wave
The election year brought out some politically-charged costumes at Coney Island’s an-
nual Mermaid Parade at Coney Island on June 18. Read more on page 13.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
G

eo
rg

in
e 

B
en

ve
nu

to

By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

Stay tuned for “Bushwick Be-
yond Thunderdome.”

Architecture firm ODA New 
York last week revealed designs 
for a massive housing develop-
ment at the old Rheingold brew-
ery site in Bushwick, which the 
building’s developer has dubbed 
“Bushwick II.” 

The giant property, bounded 
by Stanwix and Melrose streets 
and Evergreen and Flushing ave-
nues, won’t just be another luxury 
Bushwick apartment complex, the 
design firm claims. It will be the 
“Empire Strikes Back” to Bush-
wick’s “Star Wars,” the “Wrath 
of Khan” to its “Star Trek: The 
Motion Picture” — an entirely 
new and improved “city” of pla-
zas, playgrounds, art galleries, and 
coffee shops for all to enjoy.

“A whole host of communal 
spaces open to the neighborhood, 
spread over 1 million gross square 
feet, will render this much more 
than a housing complex,” said the 
company in a release. “Bushwick 
II is a veritable city within the 
city.”

Much like the writers of “Deuce 
Bigalow: European Gigolo,” the 
architects say they looked to the 
Old World for inspiration when de-
signing the 911-unit Bushwick II, 
creating “meandering courtyards” 
throughout the property that lo-
cals will be able to wander around 
like a European village.

For residents, the complex 

ELECTRIC BOOGALOO
Developer names new Rheingold complex ‘Bushwick II’

will feature a plaza  of connected 
rooftops spanning the size of a 
football field that will include a 
pool, bike lane, mini-golf course, 
rock-climbing wall, and an “ur-
ban farm” — where tenants can 
grow their own food and relive 
the pastoral scenes from “Babe: 
Pig in the City” before Babe goes 
to the city. 

Developer All Year Manage-
ment  says  20 percent of Bush-
wick II’s units will be below mar-

ket-rate — upholding a promise 
the site’s previous owner  Read 
Property Group  made when it 
 convinced the city to rezone the 
land in 2013 . 

All Year bought its share of 
the Rheingold site from Read for 
$72.2 million in October last year 
— almost the amount “Jackass: 
Number Two” made at the box 
office.

Read  sold another part of the 
old brewery  to real estate firm 

the Rabsky Group the year before 
for $53 million — a little more 
than “Wall Street: Money Never 
Sleeps” took in — whose honchos 
plan to build a 400-unit complex 
also designed by ODA. 

Construction on Bushwick II 
is already underway, and is ex-
pected to wrap in fall 2017, ac-
cording to a spokeswoman for the 
architect — around the same time 
“Blade Runner 2” and “Creed 2”  
hit cinemas.

A snowy scene at one of the “meandering courtyards” in Bushwick II.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

 Record scratch . 
The city last Friday closed mas-

sive Williamsburg pop-up night-
club the Brooklyn Mirage for the 
second time in the past month, 
after it once again deemed the 
venue unsafe.

The abrupt shutter forced the 
outdoor club’s organizers to cancel 
a Saturday show with Canadian 
techno legend Richie Hawtin, and 

one ticket-holder and longtime at-
tendee said he felt let down.

“We expect there to be an un-
written law between the promoter 
and the customer that a warehouse 
or venue that is rented out and 
built on will be safe for all of us,” 
said the party-goer, who has at-
tended events run by Mirage or-
ganizer City Fox for three years, 
but asked to remain anonymous 
due to fears of being blacklisted 
at future raves. 

The city’s Department of Build-
ings  first pulled the plug on the 
6,000-person dance floor at Stew-
art Avenue and Meserole Street at 
the end of May , after firefighters 
found fire hazards — including 
“combustible material” and locked 
exits — but  allowed it to reopen  a 
week later, claiming City Fox had 
fixed all of the issues. 

But the agency turned party 
pooper once again on June 17 
when it found that dancing plat-

forms the club had installed since 
it reopened were shoddily built 
and made out of flammable ply-
wood that had not been cleared 
by the Fire Department, accord-
ing to a spokesman. 

Additionally, the city found the 
venue had done gas piping and 
electrical work without the neces-
sary permits, and had no evacua-
tion plan on the site, he said.

The club-goer said he believes 
it — the structures that were there 

The day the music died, again
City shuts troubled nightclub Brooklyn Mirage a second time

A screengrab from www.iscityfoxshutdown.com features a 
morose Richie Hawtin.
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during the club’s opening party 
in May didn’t look up to scratch, 
he claims.

“I stayed on the ground level 
— no way was I going into the 
structures they built,” he said. “I 
looked at them and deemed them 
unsafe.”  

The Fire Department  also fa-
mously closed a City Fox party in 
Greenpoint on Halloween last year  
that was set to take place in a toxic 
warehouse with no sprinklers. 

The promoter’s troubles are 
now so notorious, someone cre-

See MIRAGE  on page 3

By Vince DiMiceli
Brooklyn Paper

The breakout hit that launched the 
career of Adam Duritz and his band 
Counting Crows is not the greatest song 
the rocker has written, the singer told 
Brooklyn Paper Radio, claiming that the 
band’s most-popular ditty “Mr. Jones” 
is not as good as some of its more re-
cent work.

The singling-out of his 2014 sin-
gle “ Palisades Park ” as better than 
the  seminal ’90s classic  came while 
explaining to hosts Gersh Kuntzman 
and Vince DiMiceli that songwriters 
can and do get better with age even 
despite Kuntzman’s claim that, for the 
last five or six albums, Bob Dylan has 
been awful.

“A guy can be really ahead of his 
time at a certain point, and it may take 

everybody a little while to catch up with 
him, and then they get it,” Duritz said. 
“But maybe he moves on to something 
different, and you don’t catch up with 
him next time.”

Duritz explained that at the begin-
ning of Bobby Zimmerman’s career, a 
lot of people were critical of him, but 
soon realized it was cool. Forty years 
later, we have a chance to look back on 
it, and it doesn’t take a genius to figure 
out how good it actually was.

“Believe me, you’re a moron if you 
can’t figure out that ‘Like a Rolling 
Stone’ is a good song at this point, 
whether it was ground-breaking then 
or not,” he said. “Maybe he’s just inter-
ested in doing something else right now 
and we’re not quite seeing it.” 

Duritz then pointed his fondness for 
“Palisades Park,” claiming that it has 

ON THE RADIO

A song to 
Crow about

Adam Duritz, lead singer of Counting Crows, joined Vince and Gersh 
on Brooklyn Paper Radio last week.

the best arrangement his band has ever 
pulled off, that it is difficult to play live, 
and that he is proud of it on 50,000 lev-
els — despite the fact it never has and 

never will get the airplay of hits like 
 “A Long December.”  

“It’s weird that it came in a time in 
my career when, no, the whole world 

is not going to know it,” he said. “But 
I’m still making music because your 
life doesn’t end when you become 
slightly less famous. You keep doing 
your work.”

And Counting Crows will keep do-
ing its work this summer at the new 
Coney Island Amphitheater, where the 
band will play on Aug. 16, dual head-
lining with  Rob Thomas of Matchbox 
20  — with opening act  K Phillips and 
the Concho Pearls .

“If you’re coming to the show, come 
out early and see K Phillips,” Duritz 
said. “That kid is a genius. He’s worth 
seeing.” 

The August concert will be the band’s 
 second performance in Brooklyn  in its 
long touring history, but two of its vid-
eos including “ Palisades Park ” and “ Big 
Yellow Taxi ” were filmed here — largely 
in Coney Island.

Brooklyn Paper radio is recorded 
and podcast live every Thursday at 
4:45 pm from our studio in America’s 
Downtown. The show can be found 
on BrooklynPaper.com and  iTunes , on 
 Mixlr , and of course, on  Stitcher . 

Counting Crows at the Coney Is-
land Amphitheater (3052 W. 21st St. 
at Surf Avenue in Coney Island, www.
coneyislandlive.com). Aug. 16 at 6:45 
pm. $60–$80.
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Welcome 
to the Brooklyn Bavarian Biergarten

Rain or Shine, We’re Open! 

Inspired by the Grand Prospect Hall’s historic Bavarian roots, the Brooklyn Bavarian Biergarten 
makes beer lovers “dreams come true” with a collection of German and New York brews, winery varietals, 

and traditional German Cuisine and American specialties.

Original 1892 photo of Biergarten 
with a theatrical stage, 

ready for action.

Open 

& 

4 pm – 11 pm; 

4 pm – 1 am; 

Noon – 1 am; 

Noon – 11 pm

No smoking 
in 

the garden
 

Please reserve 
for 

7+ guests

Some parking 
available

265 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11215 (Between 5th & 6th Aves)
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ated a website called www.
iscityfoxshutdown.com that 
currently features a picture 
of a sad-looking Hawtin ac-
companying the word “Yes” 
and a frowny face. 

And the closures aren’t the 
Mirage’s only woes —  police 
busted its bartenders serving 

booze without a liquor license  
at its opening night on May 
21, and it has been running 
dry parties ever since while it 
tries to secure a permit. 

But Williamsburg’s Com-
munity Board 1 last week  voted 
to advise the State Liquor Au-
thority against giving it one , 
with several members arguing 

natural born baker
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Electricity is important. And to help you use it wisely, we offer 
over a hundred tips to use less power. As well as energy 
calculators that estimate what those tips can save you. Visit 
conEd.com/WaysToSave for details.

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

A developer wants to install 
six dumpsters filled with dirt 
and plants in parking spaces 
around Gowanus this summer, 
which it says will help soak 
up rainwater to keep it from 
flooding the canal — surpris-
ing locals who say it is nice to 
see real estate tycoons finally 
bringing something other than 
luxury condominiums to the 
community. 

“It’s new for me to have de-
velopers coming to the neigh-
borhood and doing something 
positive,” said Park Slope res-
ident Joanna Oltman Smith at 
last Thursday’s Community 
Board 6 transportation com-
mittee meeting. “It provides 
much needed infrastructure 
in the neighborhood.” 

The committee voted 
unanimously to approve Al-
loy Development’s pitch to in-
stall six 11-foot-long, 4-feet-6 
tall dumpster gardens across 
the nabe — each taking up 
two parking spots at Third 
Street between Bond Street 
and the canal, Union and Nev-
ins streets, Union Street be-
tween Bond Street and the 
canal, Sackett and Nevins 
streets, Nevins Street between 
Douglass and Butler streets, 
and Third Avenue at Doug-
lass Street. 

Alloy — which is breaking 
ground on its new company 
headquarters on Carroll and 
Nevins streets next year — 
is partnering with local eco-
advocacy group the Gow-
anus Canal Conservancy on 
the project, and says it will be 
a way to bring awareness to the 

Developer plans to install tree-fi lled cans in Gowanus

Dumpsters take root

need for rainwater-absorbing 
infrastructure in the area. 

Currently, storm runoff 
flows into a sewage tank 
underneath the canal, but it 
often gets overwhelmed and 
the waste seeps into the fetid 
waterway.

The city is  installing more 
tanks as part of the federal ca-
nal cleanup , but those won’t be 
ready for years, and one of Al-
loy’s honchos says the dump-
sters — which can each ab-
sorb 2,000 gallons of water at a 
time — will put a small dent in 
the stinky problem. The trash-
can gardens will also direct 
passersby to  a website  about 
Gowanus’s infamous strug-
gles with storms.

“Water management is a 
critical issue for Gowanus,” 
said AJ Pires, Alloy’s execu-
tive vice president. “We hope 
the project can help draw at-
tention to the issue while we 

wait for the larger remedies the 
government is planning.”

The dumpsters are being 
sanctioned under the De-
partment of Transportation’s 
“Street Seats” program, where 
businesses can apply  to stick 
pop-up public plazas  in park-
ing spaces. 

Only two of the sites will 
actually include seats — which 
will be separate and on the 
sidewalk, not part of the gar-
dens — but a spokeswoman 
for the agency said the proj-
ect is still in the program’s 
spirit of creating “vibrant, so-
cial public spaces” on “under-
used” streets.

The committee members 
didn’t sweat losing the park-
ing spaces, arguing Gowanus 
has plenty, and championed 
the planters as a more effec-
tive use of the asphalt. 

“I like seeing our public 
shared space and the roadway 

being used for things above 
and beyond storing private ve-
hicles,” said Oltman Smith. 

The city offers up taxpayer 
dollars for building Street 
Seats structures, but Alloy 
says it will foot the full bill 
for buying, refurbishing, and 
planting the dumpsters along 
with some sponsors, includ-
ing construction company 
Monadnock and wedding 
venue Gowanus Hospitality 
Group. 

Once the summer is over 
and the dumpsters are gone, 
the Parks Department will take 
the vegetation out and plant it 
around the borough.

Community boards don’t 
hold general meetings during 
summer, so Community Board 
6’s executive committee will 
meet and vote on the plan. If 
it approves it, the dumpsters 
will be ready to roll out by 
July 4.

Alloy Development and the Gowanus Canal Conservancy want to stick six 
dumpster gardens around the neighborhood.
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that City Fox has now made 
one too many mistakes. 

The board members also 
believed the venue was made 
out of unstable materials. 

“Construction materials 
are merely theatrical back-
drops, creating an illusion of 
sturdiness, not unlike a house 
of cards,” wrote board chair 
Dealice Fuller its recommen-
dation to the authority.

A spokesman for the De-
partment of Buildings said the 

Mirage will be allowed to re-
open as soon as promoters fix 
the new problems. 

But it doesn’t look like any-
one will be partying in the in-
dustrial oasis anytime soon — 
ticketing company Ticketweb 
sent out an e-mail to guests of 
a show planned for this Friday 
with electronica group Thiev-
ery Corporation, informing 
them the event is off. 

City Fox did not return re-
quests for comment. 

Continued from page 1

MIRAGE...
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WE LOVE BROOKLYN, TOO. 
NYU LANGONE AND NYU LUTHERAN HAVE OVER 

60 LOCATIONS THROUGHOUT THE BOROUGH.

To learn more about our locations in Brooklyn, including  
two emergency departments, visit nyulangone.org

Lazy Sundays in Park Slope. This #ilovebrooklyn moment captured by Evan Sklar.

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Cops cuffed three guys 
who they say bashed a woman 
in the head and stole her bikes 
on Hoyt Street on June 14, ac-
cording to a report.

The woman told police she 
was near Dean Street at 12:25 
am with two bicycles when 
one of the suspects allegedly 
struck her in the head with an 
unknown object, and the trio 
ran off with the pair of two-
wheelers.

Cash grabs 
Hold on tight! There were 

a pair of bag snatchings in the 
84th Precinct this week. Here 
are the details:

• A filcher grabbed a lady’s 
purse from her shoulder as 
she walking on Dean Street 
on June 15.

The woman was near Third 
Avenue at 9 pm when the pur-
loiner came up from behind 
her, took her pocketbook, and 
fled, according to a report.

• A weasel stole a wom-
an’s wallet out of her bag 
while asking her for direc-
tions in Brooklyn Bridge 

Police: Trio assaulted woman on Hoyt and took her bikes
had vanished. 

Big bully 
A bruiser punched a guy 

seven times in the head on 
Wolcott and Dwight streets 
on June 18, police said.

The 6-foot-4 guy punched 
the victim in the head, knock-
ing his tooth out and cutting 
him above his right eye, at 
9:40 pm, according to au-
thorities. 

One less gun
Cops arrested a guy who 

they say was holding a loaded 
gun in his Lorraine Street 
home on June 18.

Police had a court order to 
enter the suspect’s house be-
tween Columbia and Hicks 
streets at 6:15 am, where they 
found him with a loaded Colt 
.380-caliber gun, according 
to authorities. 

Unlocked
A jerk swiped a wom-

an’s bike after she locked it 
on a Henry Street lamppost 
overnight on June 16, po-
lice said. 

The lady told police she se-
cured her Dahon bike between 
Sackett and Degraw streets at 
9 pm, but when she returned 
at 6:15 am the next day, her 
was ride was gone and the 
lock was on the ground. 

— Julianne Cuba

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Pants down
A sneak stole a guy’s wal-

let with almost $5,000 inside 
from his pants while he was 
in the fitting room of an 86th 
Street department store on 
June 18, according to a po-
lice report.

The victim put his pants 
down outside his fitting room 
at the store between Fourth 
and Fifth avenue around 
12:30 pm while trying on a 
new suit, police said. He ex-
ited the dressing room to show 
his wife the fit. 

By that time the weasel 
had already taken the pants 
on his own cart, the victim 
told police. He took the guy’s 
wallet with $4,800 in cash in 
it, dumped the pants in the 
store, and dashed, cops re-
ported.

Early opening
A burglar broke into a 

Third Avenue restaurant on 
June 19 and stole money out 
of a pair of cash registers, po-
lice said.

The owner said he came 
to open his store near 97th 
Street at 8 am only to find that 
someone had already raised 
the security gate. The free-
booter broke open a front 
screen window, pried open 
the registers, and took $300 
total from both registers, au-
thorities reported.

Easy hit
A nogoodnik grabbed 

a guy’s wallet out his car 
parked on 85th Street some-
time overnight on June 17, 
police said.

The guy told police he 
parked his unlocked car be-
tween 10th and 11th avenues 
around 9 pm and returned 12 
hours later to find his wal-
let missing, along with his 
license, a Fire Department 
identification card, and his 
credit cards. 

The thief charged $100 on 
one of his cards before the 
victim could cancel it, cops 
reported.

Job hunt
Scoundrels from overseas 

scammed a Fort Hamilton 
Parkway man out of thou-
sands of dollars with a fake 
job offer on June 7.

The guy said he accepted a 
job offer over the phone from 
his home near 88th Street 
around midnight. They sent 
him a phony check for $3,920 
and asked for a wire of $3,000 
to an account in Turkey, he 
told police. He sent it but soon 
realized he was had and re-
ported it to police.

— Dennis Lynch

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Glasshole
Cops arrested a guy who 

they say threw drinking 
glasses from the roof of a 
Wythe Avenue building and 
hit one person in the head 
on June 18, according to a 
report.

Witnesses told authori-
ties they saw the guy on top 
of the building near N. 12th 
Street “recklessly and inten-
tionally” throwing glassware 
down onto the street below 
around 8:30 pm, the report 
said. 

A large group of patrons 
was waiting to enter a night-

club underneath, and one of 
the falling glasses hit one 
of them, which left the vic-
tim with a cut that required 
stitches, the report said.

Give and take
A passenger stole a taxi 

driver’s phone — and only 
paid part of his fare — on 
Morgan Avenue on June 12, 
police said.

The driver told cops he 
picked up the customer in 
Queens and was about to 
drop him off near Frost Street 
around 1:40 pm when the cus-
tomer said he only had $30 of 
the $35 fare, cops said. 

The victim was calling his 
base on his company phone 
to see if he could accept the 
lower payment when the pas-
senger left the $30, grabbed 
the phone, and ran off, the 
report said. 

Attempts to call the driver’s 
phone went straight to voice-
mail, cops said.

Pay up
A cab driver drove off with 

a customer’s credit card, car 
key, bank check, and a $50 
Visa gift card on June 18, 
cops said.

The victim said her credit 
card was denied several times 
when she tried to pay the 
driver at her home at N. Henry 
Street at 1:30 am. She then 
tried to pay with a $30 bank 
check, but the driver refused 
to accept it, cops said. 

She became upset and the 
driver took the check and her 
other belongings as collat-
eral while she went into her 
home to get cash, but when 
she came back out, the cab 
and her belongings were gone, 
cops said.

Some friend
A guy set up a bank ac-

count in his friend’s name and 
left his buddy in the lurch for 
months of bills, the Norman 
Avenue victim told police on 
June 16.

The victim told cops that 
his so-called pal opened the 
account under his name and 
has not paid any of the charges 
since Feb. 20. The victim 
said he now owes more than 
$6,000, cops said.

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Bushwick

Victory is hers
A bozo snatched a wom-

an’s cellphone from her hand 
on Leonard Street on June 13 
— but she stood her ground 
and got her phone back.

The lady said she was near 
Devoe Street around 1:20 pm 
when the lummox snatched 
her cell out of her hand. 

The clod jumped into a 
parked vehicle and tried to get 
away, but the woman stood in 
front of the car and demanded 
he return her property, and the 
crook eventually gave it back 
and drove off in an unknown 
direction, police said.

Kick off
A fiend stole two pairs of 

sneakers from a couple of 
teens at knifepoint at a Hum-
boldt Street apartment build-
ing on June 17, cops said. 

One of the victims said 
he and his pal were about to 
sell the shoes in the building 
near Boerum Street around 
2:40 pm when the crook en-
tered the hallway, pulled out 
the knife, grabbed the bag of 
kicks, and bolted.

The two kids chased the 
marauder, but couldn’t catch 
him, police said.

Scholes strangle
Cops cuffed a guy who 

they say tried to strangle a 
woman at his Scholes Street 
home on June 13, according 
to a police report.

The woman said she went 
to pick up her son from the res-
idence near Manhattan Ave-
nue at 8:20 am when the man 
pushed her down onto a bed 
and placed his forearm on her 
throat, pushing on her wind-
pipe and making it hard for her 
to breath, police said. 

The woman has scratches 
and redness on the right side 
of her neck, left side of her 
face, and her hands, the re-
port said.

Teen violence
Three teen boys pulled a 

gun on another teen on Have-
meyer Street on June 13.

The victim said the delin-
quents approached him near 
Metropolitan Avenue at 3:35 
pm, grabbed his arms, pointed 
a gun at him, and said, “Take 
out your pockets or we will 
shoot you,” but ran away with-
out taking anything. 

The victim said he has 
seen one of the kids around 
the neighborhood and school, 
cops said.

— Tatiana Hernandez

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

Park on June 16.
The victim told police 

she had her wallet, contain-
ing $200, in her bag when the 
guy walked up to her near Fur-
man Street and asked how to 
get to Cadman Plaza West. 
But, when the nogoodnik 
walked away, she noticed it 
was gone, cops said.

Stuck up
Police arrested a guy who 

threatened a man and stole his 
money and clothing on Bridge 
Street on June 14.

The victim told police the 
guy was with two other yet-
to-be apprehended suspects by 
Hoyt Street at 3:50 pm when 
he snarled, “It’s a stickup, do 
you want to die?” 

The victim then handed 
over $200 and clothing, ac-
cording to a report.

Dogged 
Some goon knocked a 

woman to the ground and 
stole her wallet on Johnson 
Street on June 15.

The lady was walking her 
dog near Prince Street at 6:30 
am when the lout pushed her 
and lifted her wallet, which 
contained $80 and her credit 
cards, police said.

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Teen trouble
Officers arrested two 

13-year-old girls who bashed 

a 51-year-old woman and 
tried to steal her purse on 
Flatbush Avenue Extension 
on June 14 — then ran off 
when the woman pulled a gun 
on them.

The woman was near Ful-
ton Street on her way to work 
at 4:50 am when the teenagers 
allegedly grabbed her, pulled 
her hair, and punched her in 
the face, police said. 

The adolescents then alleg-
edly threw her to the ground 
and tried to take her bag from 
her arm, but the victim took 
out her gun to defend herself, 
and the girls ran off, author-
ities said.

Punch and steal
Police collared a duo who 

they say attacked a woman 
and stole her phone on Myr-
tle Avenue on June 14.

The victim told police she 
was near St. Edwards Street at 
12:05 am when the two sus-
pects came up, punched her in 
the face, and stole her phone 
from her back pocket. 

Subway snatch
Some sneak stole a wom-

an’s wallet as she was rid-
ing a crowded A train on 

June 13.
The victim told authorities 

she had her wallet on her when 
she entered the Utica Avenue 
station at 8:35 am, because 
she had to take her Metro-
Card out. 

But she then put her wal-
let in her open tote bag and 
boarded the packed Manhat-
tan-bound locomotive, and af-
ter she got off, she tried to 
make a purchase on Fulton 
Street and realized she no lon-
ger had the pocketbook, ac-
cording to a report. 

Training wheels 
Authorities slapped hand-

cuffs on a teen who they say 
stole a woman’s bicycle on 
DeKalb Avenue on June 17.

Police said the victim was 
pushing her two-wheeler at 
5:40 pm when she noticed the 
15-year-old suspect following 
her. She then parked her bike 
near Carlton Avenue and the 
suspect allegedly swiped it, 
a police report stated. 

Officers stopped the sus-
pect at Vanderbilt and Lafay-
ette avenues and arrested him, 
according to a report.

— Lauren Gill

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

No can do
A lout threw a can of beer at 

a woman on Henry Street on 
June 19 and then threatened 
to kill her, police said. 

The victim told police she 
was between Centre Mall and 
Bush Street at 7:30 pm when 
the knuckle-dragger hit her 
with the can, bruising her 
left arm. 

He then slapped her, 
pulled her hair, pushed her, 
and threatened to kill her, 
cops said.

Stripped 
Two rustlers stole a cart 

full of Crest dental products 
from a Court Street drugstore 
on June 16, police said.

The freebooters snatched 
several types of the brand’s 
whitening strips from the 
store between First and Sec-
ond places at 7:55 pm, accord-
ing to authorities.

Right turns only 
Some scoundrel stole the 

driver’s-side mirror off a guy’s 
car after he parked it on Bal-
tic Street overnight on June 
18, police said.

The victim told cops he 
left his 2012 Nissan sedan 
between Smith and Hoyt 
streets at 10 pm on June 18, 
and when he returned at 9:10 
am the next day, the mirror 
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Are You Raising 
Your Grandchild or

Other Young Relative?
We Can Help
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Services are free!
NYC Department for the Aging and NYCHA
participate in the Mayor’s Action Plan (MAP) 

for Neighborhood Safety.
Visit our website: 

http://www.nyc.gov/html/dfta/html/
caregiver/grandparents.shtml

Ingersoll Community Center

Fridays 10AM to 3PM

JASA Family Friendly 
Senior NORC 

Tuesdays 11AM to 3PM

Boulevard Senior Center

Fridays 10AM to 2PM

Tompkins NYCHA
Management Office 

Fridays 10AM to 4PM

Rehabilitation of the 
Brooklyn-Queens Expressway

Public Information Session

Wednesday, June 29, 2016 | 6:00 – 8:30 p.m. 
�������	
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������������������������	��
����

Ground Floor Entrance, 5 MetroTech, Brooklyn, NY 11201

For more information contact: BQEAtlantictoSands@gmail.com | 212-839-6304 

The BQE project consists of 21 bridges from 
Sands Street to Atlantic Avenue, including the 
unique triple cantilever structure. This session 
will include a presentation and an opportunity 
for public comment.

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

The city should just give up 
trying to win longtime Clinton 
Hill locals over on its plan to 
install a bike lane on Clinton 
Avenue, residents told Depart-
ment of Transportation offi-
cials last Tuesday night.

Agency honchos came to 
a Community Board 2 trans-
portation committee meeting 
to say they were putting the 
controversial plan on ice un-
til they’d had more meetings 
with residents to find a mu-
tually agreeable solution, but 
several locals told them not 
to bother.

“Why are we going over 
this again? The community 
does not want it,” said 45-
year resident Karima Jor-
dan to the packed pews at 
a Lafayette Avenue church. 
“It’s not a good plan, just for-
get about it.”

Department reps already 
 told locals in late May that they 
would spend another month  do-
ing more community consul-
tation on the scheme — which 
would turn one of the thorough-
fares’ traffic lanes into a two-
way bike lane between Gates 
to Flushing avenues  — af-
ter a  large number of residents 
slammed the idea  as a traffic-
jam-creating, reckless-rider-
enabling nightmare designed 
to appease gentrifiers.

But instead of return-
ing with the revised plan on 
Tuesday, they said they now 
want to run even more work-
shops in local hotspots such 
as churches and community 
centers before going ahead 
with anything.

“We listened to the com-
munity loudly and clearly and 
at this point the plan is ta-
bled,” said transit director of 
greenways Ted Wright. “What 

Lane in vain
Residents: We will never 
accept Clinton bike path

The city’s now shelved plans to convert two-way Clinton Avenue into a one-way 
street with a two-way bike lane.
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we really want to do as we 
move forward is host a se-
ries of community workshops 
we’re still trying to plan.”

Wright said the pow wows 
won’t necessarily focus just 
on Clinton Avenue, but will 
instead provide a forum for 
community members to pro-
pose other places they’d like 
to see a dedicated cycling pas-
sage in their nabe.

The city initially came up 
with the Clinton Avenue plan 
to give pedal pushers a safer 
alternative to busy Vanderbilt 
Avenue, and Jordan suggested 
the city install the bike lane 
there, drawing applause and 
cheers from the crowd. 

Wright has said in previous 

meetings that Vanderbilt isn’t 
ideal because it crosses  hairy  
Atlantic Avenue, however. 

All but two speakers at 
the meeting railed against 
the Clinton Avenue plan, 
with many dismissing sup-
porters as a minority of “hip-
sters,” booing and shouting 
at any proponents.

But one fan fired back, 
saying he was sick of being 
yelled at for backing the pro-
posal and urging the crowd to 
think about how much safer 
the lanes will make cyclists’ 
commutes.

“This isn’t an issue of traf-
fic, it’s an issues of lives,” said 
Adam Nelson, a Washington 
Avenue resident who said he 

had been denigrated by his 
community. “If you guys feel 
better about your cars than 
people’s lives, I just feel sad 
for you all.” 

The city doesn’t need the 
community — or the commu-
nity board’s — support and 
could just go ahead with a bike 
lane. Borough Commissioner 
Keith Bray, however, prom-
ised it won’t until it has Com-
munity Board 2’s okay.

Bray also assured residents 
that it won’t try to sneak the 
plan through in the summer 
— when community boards 
don’t have regular meetings 
— although there may be a 
workshop or two during the 
warmer months, he said.

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Hundreds of people cele-
brated the end of slavery in 
the U.S. at the Juneteenth Arts 
Festival in Fort Greene’s Cuy-
ler Gore Park on Saturday — 
an annual event that has grown 
to become a local staple in the 
nabe over the past 16 years.  

The park is close to many 
stops in the Underground Rail-
road — a network of safe-
houses for slaves escaping 
to freedom in the 19th cen-
tury — which makes the event 
especially poignant, said the 
organizer.

“It’s a tradition, people have 
grown to expect it,” said orga-
nizer Spring McLendon. “It 
takes place in an area that’s 
very rich in history when you 
talk about slavery and aboli-
tion in the U.S.” 

Day of free spirits
Celebrating Juneteenth in Fort Greene

The festival celebrates June 
19, the day the Emancipation 
Proclamation reached the last 
of the enslaved Americans in 
Texas in 1865.

McLendon estimates 
around 500 people turned out 
to celebrate this year’s event, 

which included a vendor mar-
ket, performances,  speakers, 
and a dance party.

And kids had a chance to 
hone their chess skills local 
resident Rigoberto Sabis, who 
said he had a blast teaching 
youngsters some moves.

(Above) Ebony Hynes and Dequi Kioni-Sabiki at the 
Fort Greene Brooklyn Juneteenth Arts Festival in 
Cuyler Gore Park. (At right) Rigoberto Sabis helped 
Fort Greene kids learn chess at the event.
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The Intra-party Intrigue Bureau
Brooklyn Paper

Who will rep Brooklyn in Washing-

ton? Three borough legislators face pri-
maries ahead of congressional elections 
this fall, and these contests — all Dem-

ocratic — will all but decide the elec-
tion in three districts that routinely go 
blue. So here they are:

YOUR CONGRESSIONAL PRIMARY GUIDE

ELECTION PREVIEW

7th District Democratic
Incumbent Rep. Nydia Velazquez is 

fending off upstarts Yungman Lee and 
Jeff Kurzon, who are also vying for the 
majority Latino district — which in-
cludes parts of Boerum Hill, Brooklyn 
Heights, Bushwick, Carroll Gardens, 
Park Slope, Red Hook, Sunset Park, and 
Williamsburg. 

Lee claims Velazquez is ignoring a 
growing Asian population and both he and 
Kurzon claim the 23-years-and-running 
legislator is too deeply entrenched with 
Washington politics and big banks.

Rep. Nydia Velazquez
• Divorced with 

no children. She 
lives in Red Hook.

• Supports and 
introduced pre-
sumptive Demo-
cratic presidential 
nominee Hillary 
Clinton at a Sunset 
Park rally earlier this year.

• Raised in rural Puerto Rico and 
supported its independence early in 
her career but has dropped the is-
sue since joining congress. Velazquez 
supports a bailout of the financially 

stricken commonwealth.

Yungman Lee
• Divorced with 

two children. He 
resides in China-
town.

• A Chinese-born 
lawyer and banking 
big wig who worked 
as banking regulator 
under former Gov. Mario Cuomo.

• Strongly believes the charges against 
police officer Peter Liang, who a jury 
convicted of manslaughter after he shot 
and killed an unarmed black man in a 
housing complex stairwell, were dis-
proportionate to his actions.

Jeff Kurzon
• Unmarried with 

no children. Kurzon 
lives in China-
town.

• The lawyer lost 
badly when he pri-
maried Velazquez in 
2014, capturing just 
under 20 percent of the vote.

• The self-described “Bernie-crat” 
strongly supports federal legalization 
of medical marijuana, believes large 

Wall Street banks should be taxed to 
pay for “essential government ser-
vices,” and all Americans should have 
free healthcare.

Issues:
• Velazquez has made housing a cen-

tral issue. The last bill she introduced 
would punish landlords who deliber-
ately let apartments fall apart to force 
out federally subsidized tenants. 

• Lee claims Velazquez has not ade-
quately represented the district’s Asian 
population.

• Kurzon wants campaign finance re-
form and accused Velazquez of “relying 
on political action committee money” 
and for taking money from big banks. He 
also argued that Velazquez beat him in 
2014 because of low voter turnout.

Our prediction:
There isn’t enough room in this race 

for two challengers, and Velazquez will 
handily take it. Lee and Kurzon repre-
sent two different constituencies, and 
it is unlikely voters will unite under 
one of them. But an increased turnout 
by Asian voters, mobilized by Lee and 
Liang’s conviction, could force the in-
cumbent to tend more to that elector-
ate moving forward.

10th District Democratic
Oliver Rosenberg’s challenge to long-

time Rep. Jerrold “Jerry” Nadler’s hold 
over the district — which includes Bor-
ough Park, Kensington and parts of Bay 
Ridge, Bensonhurst, Dyker Heights, Red 
Hook, Sunset Park, and Midwood — 
marks the incumbent’s first primary bat-
tle in two decades. If that doesn’t pique 
your interest, the 30-year-old Rosenberg 
contacted state Attorney General Preet 
Bharara’s office in May,  alleging that 
69-year-old Nadler’s cronies  attempted to 
buy him out of the race, offering generous 
donations to fund a campaign for City 
Council next year in return for Rosen-
berg surrendering his bid. 

Jerry Nadler
• Born in Brook-

lyn, but now resid-
ing in Manhattan, 
Nadler is married 
to Joyce Miller, 
and has a son, Mi-
chael.

• Graduated from 

Fordham University School of Law in 
1978.

• Served 16 years in the Assembly.
• Known as one of the most liberal 

members of Congress.

Oliver Rosenberg
• Unmarried with 

no children. He re-
sides in Manhat-
tan.

• A former in-
vestment banker, 
he is now a startup 
founder working on 
a phone app that al-
lows users to compare doctors’ fees.

• Founder of Or Chayim, a congrega-
tion providing Shabbat services for gay 
members of the Jewish community. 

• Used to be a registered Republi-
can.

Issues:
• The big issue is Nadler’s support of 

the Iran nuclear deal, which drew the 
ire of many pro-Israel local pols and in-
spired Rosenberg to run.

• Rosenberg argues Nadler’s support 
of the deal also shows a disregard to gay 
rights, as being homosexual is a crime 
punishable by death in Iran.

• Rosenberg is also appealing to Mil-
lenials with his support of marijuana 
legalization, fighting climate change, 
and decreasing student debt.

Our prediction:
The Iran deal may hurt Nadler, whose 

district includes large Jewish enclaves in 
Borough Park and Manhattan, but not 
enough to do any serious damage. As-
semblyman Dov Hikind (D–Borough 
Park), while protesting in front of Na-
dler’s office in September last year,  told 
the Observer , “I believe there will be 
a challenger, someone to the left of me 
who can actually win, and I think there 
will be tons of money to help that per-
son,” but has been silent in recent weeks. 
Rosenberg  has himself acknowledged  
that his sexuality will make it tough to 
win over religiously conservative Jews, 
while many gay Jewish leaders are sup-
porting Nadler.

12th District Democratic
Twenty-four-year incumbent Rep. Car-

olyn Maloney, 70 — whose seat includes 
Greenpoint and parts of Williamsburg 
— faces unknown first-time political as-
pirant Pete Lindner, who has personal 
gripes against her. Chiefly, the 66-year-
old computer programmer believes she 
was part of a conspiracy to thwart his 
efforts to impeach a federal judge, who 
Lindner claims tried to plant child porn 
on his computer. Maloney  told Our Town  
there is “not a shred of truth” to Lind-
ner’s accusations. Both unsuccessfully 

The issues
• Other than his personal gripe with 

Maloney, Lindner’s main causes are 
marijuana legalization and gun con-
trol, particularly advocating so-called 
“smart guns” — firearms that will only 
work with authorized users. Maloney 
has also been vocal on gun control, 
especially in the wake of the Orlando 
massacre.

• Locally, Maloney has repeatedly 
called on the city to buy waterfront 
land in her district needed to complete 
Bushwick Inlet Park, and has taken a 
direct interest in the closure of the L 
train tunnel between Williamsburg and 
Manhattan.

Our prediction:
This is not a contest, but we will try 

the shifu chicken.  
 — with Colin Mixson, Dennis Lynch, 
 and Tatiana Hernandez

in the Himalayas. She lives in Man-
hattan and has two daughters, Chris-
tina and Virginia.

• Became the first woman to give birth 
while serving in office when serving as 
a city Councilwoman.

• First degree black belt in Tae-
kwondo.

By Tatiana Hernandez
for Brooklyn Paper

They really warmed up to 
this field trip. 

Student from Kensington’s 
IS 62 and the Brooklyn Sci-
ence and Engineering Acad-
emy in East Flatbush had a 
blast learning about a solar-
powered airplane at John F. 
Kennedy airport on June 15, 
according to an organizer. The 
middle-schoolers especially 
enjoyed meeting and doing 
science experiments with the 
jets’ eco-conscious creators 
and pilots, who are travelling 
around the world with only 
the sun as fuel, she said. 

“They’re not just scientists 
— they’re adventurers,” said 
Rebecca Lucore of Coves-
tro, a company that makes 
energy-efficient technology 
and hosted the event.

The Kings County schol-
ars were among 300 students 
from around the city who 
scored a chance to tour and 
learn about Solar Impulse 2 
and meet with its Swiss cre-
ators Bertrand Piccard and 
Andre Borschberg.

This week marks the fly-
boys’ 14th stop in their jour-
ney around the planet since 

Kids say: Beam me up!
Kensington middle-schoolers tour solar-powered plane 

Scholars from Kensington’s IS 62 toured the sun-powered Solar Impulse 2 
plane at its stop in New York on June 15 and met the pilots and creators who 
are taking the carrier on its first world-wide flight.
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starting in 2015 in Abu Dhabi. 
Technical difficulties delayed 
the trip in Hawaii last year, 
but they started again on April 
22 — Earth Day — and have 

stopped in five other states 
to power up the craft’s solar 
panels and let the pilots out 
of the tiny cockpit to stretch 
their legs.

Lucore said kids are the 
perfect people to hear their 
gospel of green technology, 
because they are the innova-
tors of the future.

Pete Lindner
• Single with 

no kids. He lives 
in Manhattan.

•  C o m p u t e r 
programmer and 
Massachusetts In-
stitute of Technol-
ogy graduate.

• Campaign website is 4Petesake.
NYC.

• Active on Yelp, he recommends 
the “shifu chicken” at Han Village in 
Manhattan.

tried to get the other 
kicked off the ballot 
on technicalities.

Carolyn 
Maloney

• Widowed in 
2009 when her hus-
band died climbing 
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Tooning out
In his stories, it’s a dog’s life. 
A Red Hook cartoonist will launch his col-

lection of short stories featuring hard-drinking 
dogs, cats, and other suburban creatures with two 
events this week. Artist Jon Allen will sign cop-
ies of his book  “Ohio is For Sale”  at new comic 
shop Mama Says Comics Rock in Carroll Gar-
dens on June 25, and read from the comics at 
Halyard’s bar in Gowanus on June 30.

The book contains five tales about a group 
of anthropomorphic — but misanthropic — an-
imals living in a suburban dystopia. The con-
trast between the adorable characters and their 
bleak outlook, as they wrestle with jobs, rela-
tionships, and occasional literal demons, was 
influenced Matt Groening’s comic strip “Life 
in Hell,” said Allen. 

“There was something 
about the way the char-
acters suffered so much, 
but then they’re these cute, 
goofy rabbits, so you don’t 
expect it to be as heavy as 
it is until you really dig 
into it,” he said. 

Also, he said: “I think 
I’m just channeling all the 
dumb cartoons I watched 
as a kid.”

The challenges his characters face come from 
his own experiences outside of Waterbury, Con-
necticut, said Allen. 

“I grew up in a suburb of a depressed manufac-
turing city,” he said. “Most of the inspiration for 
the comic comes from the dumb stuff my friends 
and I would do to keep ourselves entertained — 
feeling like that town was the entire world, want-
ing to get out but having no idea where to go, and 
winding up just driving around and hanging out 
in parking lots and diners all night.”

He chose Ohio for the title of the book because, 
after spending a week crashing on a friend’s 
couch there, he felt it was the epitome of an 
economic and cultural dead zone. 

“There was nothing to do and there were drive-
thru liquor stores everywhere,” he said. “There’s 
something mysterious and sinister about those 
quiet suburban towns.”

The event on June 25 will feature two other art-
ists, as well as free beer from Brooklyn Brewery. 
The show on June 30 will feature readings from 
Allen and three other Brooklyn indie cartoonists: 
Dean Haspiel, who draws the comic  Red Hook , El-
len Lindner, and Aaron Cockle, followed by a per-
formance from local band the Dead Painters.

Summer Comics Kick-Off at Mama Says 
Comics Rock [306 Court St. between Sackett 
and Degraw streets in Carroll Gardens, (718) 
797–3463, www.mamasayscomics.com]. June 
25, 5–7:30 pm. Free.

“Ohio Is For Sale” book release party at Hal-
yard’s Bar [406 Third Ave. at Sixth street in Gow-
anus, (718) 532–8787, www.barhalyards.com]. 
June 30 at 7 pm. Free. — Claire McCartney

C O M I C S

This show will teach you a lesson! 
A new play will go behind the blackboard, 

revealing the secret lives of elementary school 
teachers when they step away from the classroom. 
The director of “The Animals,” opening at the 
Jack Theater in Clinton Hill on June 30, hopes 
the show will change the way that people think 
about educators. 

“There are a lot of 
people who don’t think 
teachers are really peo-
ple,” said Gretchen Van 
Lente (pictured), who 
lives in Boerum Hill and 
has taught in classrooms 
throughout the city for 15 
years. “It would be awe-
some if people realized 
that they’re multi-faceted 
and have issues just like 
everyone else.”

The play features five actors, each taking on 
the role of a different teacher stereotype, such 
as the burned-out slacker and the new-to-teach-
ing perfectionist.

The teachers are on the clock during the play, 
which takes place over the course of a school year, 
from September to June, within a single set — a 
decrepit teacher’s lounge that has no windows, a 
broken water cooler, and less-than-desirable seat-
ing options, which the perfectionist teacher is on 
a mission to revamp. 

Inside the educator getaway, the teachers share 
stories of the classroom. Playwright Amina Henry 
interviewed the cast members about their experi-
ences in school, and based the teachers’ tales on 
their real-life stories. Van Lente said that one scene 
is based on her life as a youngster, when her teacher 
would not let her leave to use the bathroom during 
a spelling test and caused her to pee her pants. 

“The Animals” — a title that refers both to the 
kids and the teachers — is set at a fictional school 
in Connecticut, which Henry chose to represent 
a middle-of-the-road learning institution that is 
neither too urban or suburban. Van Lente said the 
school is similar to institutions in Fort Greene, 
where there is a diverse student body.

The director hopes that real-life teachers will be 
able to relate to the play, and offers them an incen-
tive for watch it — a $5 discount for educators. 

“We would love to hear what teachers think 
about it,” she said. 

“The Animals” at Jack Theater (505 Waverly 
Ave. between Fulton Street and Atlantic Avenue 
in Clinton Hill, www.jackny.org). June 30–July 9, 
Thu–Sat at 8 pm. $18 ($13 teachers).

 — Lauren Gill

By Dennis Lynch
Brooklyn Paper

C
haos is no longer a theory!

The trio of teens who make up 
Brooklyn thrash metal band Unlock-

ing the Truth released their much-antici-
pated debut album “Chaos” last week, and 
are currently on tour and doing what they 
love — ripping blistering solos and pound-
ing out super-tight rhythms. But in May, 
when the three Crown Heights teenagers 
chatted with this newspaper, they were still 
trudging through the school year and ea-
ger to get back on the stage. 

“It’s not fun, the normal life — as in 
no shows and all that,” frontman Malcolm 
Brickhouse said. 

“We just have to wait and deal with the 
pains of going through high school,” bass-
ist Alec Atkins said. 

The album is filled with the speedy metal 
that first got the group viral attention dur-
ing its sidewalk shows in Times Square in 
2014. The biggest difference is that the for-
merly-instrumental act now has Brickhouse 
growling grim lyrics over each track.

To support the album, the rising high 
school sophomores have played shows in 
Manhattan and Los Angeles, and released 
videos for the songs “Take Control” and 
“Monster.” The band has no scheduled con-
certs in its home borough, but the mem-
bers confidently predicted they would be 
on stage at Barclay’s Center within the next 
three years.  

The past year has been much quieter than 
the last few, when the band performed at 
festivals South by Southwest, Coachella, 
and Bonaroo, and played on numerous 
television shows. But the quiet just meant 
that the band members were hard at work, 
they said.

“Nothing has really changed since the last 
time you heard from us, you’d be surprised, 
it’s just died down,” said drummer Jarad 
Dawkins, who spent his school year studying 
music in a local public high school.

“The band really slowed down because 
we had to deal with things with the record 
deal,” Atkins said. “We slowed down — but 
not completely because we recorded the al-
bum over the majority of last year.”

Some of the time was occupied with legal 
wrangling. The band signed a $1.7 million 
contract with Sony, but realized that much 
of that money would be locked up unless 
“Chaos” sold more than 250,000 copies 
— a feat only achieved by three metal al-
bums in 2015. So the group hired lawyers 
to get them out of the deal.

“It was a very long process, we hired O.J. 

[Simpson]’s lawyer,” Dawkins joked.
The album’s title refers to the dizzy-

ing whirlwind of contractual obligations, 
fame, and success they found themselves 

in. As draining as it was, these guys are 
ready to get back on the road and in the 
studio, Brickhouse said.

“I’m not trying to be back in school 

hanging out, blah blah blah. I wanna be 
on tour,” he said.

Unlocking the Truth’s album “Chaos” is 
available now on iTunes. $9.99.

School daze
T H E AT E R

Success unlocked
Crown Heights teen metal band fi nally releases debut album

The sonic youth: The three teens that make up Unlocking the Truth have played Bonnaroo and South By Southwest, and 
released their first studio album on June 17, but they have not let go of their youth just yet.
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By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

D
on’t call it iron-ic.

A Greenpoint dad will set up 
his Ikea ironing board at Wil-

liamsburg bar Pete’s Candy Store 
next month and do people’s ironing 
for free — a performance he insists 
is no joke, just a totally sincere way 
to practice a cherished pastime. 

“I love ironing, I really do,” said 
James Hook, who works at the Brook-
lyn Botanic Garden when he isn’t iron-
ing for his three kids. “I feel in order 
to perfect it, I need to bring it into 
a public forum — I feel you need to 
have people judging your work be-
yond your friends and family.”

Hook will wield his Black and 
Decker steam iron at the bar from 9 
pm to midnight every Tuesday night 
in July, straightening out as much as 
the bar’s patrons can throw at him 
during the allotted time. 

He does not claim to be a expert, 
but he says he knows his way around 
rumpled linen — and hopes to get 
even better by the end of the “res-
idency.”

“I consider myself a journeyman-
level ironer,” he said. “I’m quite good, 

but not a professional yet.”
The self-proclaimed “Iron Man” 

says his love of all things laundry 
goes back to his childhood in Kenya, 
where there were no clothes dryers 
so everyone spent a lot of time hang-
ing out the washing and then ironing 
the wrinkly results.

“Because everything was hung 
out to dry, ironing was a big part of 
my domestic and social young life,” 
he said.

These days, Hook says he loves 
nothing more than getting hot and 
steamy with an Oxford shirt and would 
never dream of sleeping on un-ironed 
sheets like a barbarian. 

He finds no joy in pleated skirts, 
however, which he says manage to 
be both challenging and dull “in the 
same way ‘Moby-Dick’ is.” 

Beyond honing his hobby, Hook 
hopes the act will elevate an other-
wise mundane household task into a 
revered ritual — like a Japanese tea 
ceremony — and allow him to connect 
with those who offer up their wrinkled 
slacks on a more spiritual level.

“I hope some part of this will be a 
ceremonial aspect,” he said. “Hope-
fully this will help momentarily guide 
our spirits to something higher.”

But don’t expect a meaningful dia-
logue or existential musings on stain-
less steel versus ceramic soleplates 
during the sessions — Hook says he 
likes to iron to “a strong propulsive 
beat” and plans to zone out listening 
to wordless prog rock and transcen-
dental Pakistani Sufi music on his 
iPod so he is not distracted by the 
bar soundtrack.

“I don’t want to listen to U2 — I 
don’t want to listen to anything with 
a message while I iron,” he said.

This isn’t Hook’s first wacky bar-
based endeavour — he organized a 
dish-washing competition at  the Di-
amond  in May, a dinner party at Le 
Gamin Cafe inspired by  Russian mys-
tic Rasputin  in 2014, and  for years  ran a 
popular  lecture series  at Pete’s, which 
is also where he got married. 

Pappy van wrinkle-free
Greenpoint dad offers free ironing at bar

James Hook presents “Iron 
Man” at Pete’s Candy Store [709 
Lorimer St. between Richardson 
and Frost streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 302–3770, www.pet-
escandystore.com]. Bring your 
own hangers.

NIGHTLIFE

Domestic god: James Hook wants to iron your clothes. He says he 
wears the lab coat because it makes people respect him more.
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WHERE TO
SATURDAY
June 25

Grown up
Singer-songwriter 
Pete Sinjin, also 
known as “Hoote-
nany Pete,” is a Park 
Slope fixture for 
teaching kids at the 
Hootenany Arthouse 
music school and his 
family-friendly tunes. 
This week he puts 
away childish things 
and busts out the 
steel guitar to launch 
“The Heart and the 
Compass,” an adult-
oriented album of 
heartfelt tunes. 

8 pm at Rock Shop (249 
Fourth Ave. between 
President and Carroll 
streets in Park Slope, 
www.therockshopny.com). 
$10 ($8 in advance).

SUNDAY
June 26

Breaking 
Fever
All Brooklynite’s 
revere the 1977 disco 
classic “Saturday 
Night Fever,” set 
among the hot spots 
of Bay Ridge. But do 
you know its 1983 
sequel “Staying 
Alive,” written and 
directed by dance afi-
cionado Sylvester 
Stallone? The film — 
considered one of the 
worst sequels of all 
time — screens as 
part of a John Travolta 
Double Feature from 
Obsolete Cinema. 

4 pm at Freddy’s Bar [627 
Fifth Ave. between 17th 
and 18th streets in 
Greenwood Heights, (718) 
768–0131, www.freddys-
bar.com]. Free.

MONDAY
June 27

Bouncing boy
Basketball and opera, 
together at last! The 
new show “Bounce” 
concludes its three-
night run at an out-
door basketball court 
in East Flatbush 
tonight. The mixed 
cast of operatic pros 
and local high school 
kids will bound 
through arias and 
hip-hop songs to tell 
a story about a bas-
ketball star who must 
rebound from a gun-
shot wound.

6 pm at Paerdegat Park 
(East 40th St. and 
Farragut Road in East 
Flatbush, www.ardeaarts.
com/bounce). Free.

TUESDAY
June 28

Click-bait
Take a quest through 
time, space, and rela-
tive dimensions to 
the Way Station, a 
Doctor Who-themed 
bar that is a fitting 
setting for geeky duo 
the Doubleclicks, a 
pair of sisters who 
will croon songs 
about dinosaurs, 
super-villains, and 
tabletop games, 
accompanied by a 
cello and a meowing 
cat keyboard.

10 pm at the Way Station 
[683 Washington Ave. 
between Prospect and St. 
Marks places in 
Washington Heights, (347) 
627–4949, waystationbk.
blogspot.com]. $5 sug-
gested donation.

THURSDAY
June 30

Doubting 
Chuck
Word bookstore 
shifts to a larger loca-
tion to host this read-
ing from essayist 
Chuck Klosterman. 
The Boerum Hill 
writer will discuss his 
new book “But What 
If We’re Wrong” — 
which ponders which 
of our basic assump-
tions about the world 
will be upended by 
history — with New 
York Times critic 
Wesley Morris. 

7 pm at Villain [50 N. Third 
St. between Kent and 
Wythe avenues in 
Williams burg, (718) 782-
2222, www.villain-llc.com]. 
$28 (includes the book).

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, JUNE 24
ART, “WRETCHED SCRAPBOOK”: A 

multi-media installation from visual 
Kirstin Huber, about her two consec-
utive hip surgeries. With drinks and 
dancing. $15. 7 pm. Brooklyn Art 
Library (28 Frost St. between Union 
Avenue and Lorimer Street in Wil-
liamsburg), bellwetherbklyn.com. 

MUSIC, THE METROPOLITAN OPERA 
SUMMER RECITAL SERIES: Free. 
7 pm. Brooklyn Bridge Park Pier 1 
(Furman Street at Old Fulton Street 
in Dumbo). 

THEATER, “THE TEMPEST”: Shake-
speare classic story of love, magic, 
and re’svenge, all set on a mysteri-
ous enchanted island. Free. 7:30 pm. 
Carroll Park (Smith Street between 
Carroll and President streets in 
Carroll Gardens), www.smithstreet-
stage.org. 

MUSIC, ¡CUBANISMO!: Joined by 
Afro-Cuban musician Lemvo. Free. 
7:30 pm. Prospect Park Band Shell 
[Prospect Park West and Ninth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 965–
8900], www.bricartsmedia.org/cb. 

THEATER, “SONG OF MYSELF: An 
immersive theatrical experience that 
celebrates the poetry of Walt Whit-
man. $20 ($15 in advance). 8 pm. 
The Old Stone House [336 Third St. 
between Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Park Slope, (718) 768–3195], theold-
stonehouse.org. 

COMEDY, “LITERATI”: A comedy show 
about the greatest american novels 
never written. $8 ($6 in advance). 8 
pm. Union Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 638–
4400], www.unionhallny.com. 

MUSIC, POWER POPAHOLIC MUSIC 
FESTIVAL: A two-day festival to 
benefi t music education. Tonight 
with Oberon Rose, The Connection, 
Dave Rave and The Reign. $10. 8 pm. 
Bar Matchless [557 Manhattan Ave. 
at Driggs Avenue in Greenpoint, 
(718) 383–5333], www.barmatch-
less.com. 

THEATER, “THE ASTONISHING AD-
VENTURES OF ALL AMERICAN 
GIRL AND THE SCARLET SKUNK”: 
A romantic comedy about masked 
crime-fi ghters in 1948. Part of the 
Trans Theatre Festival. $18. 9:30 pm. 
The Brick [575 Metropolitan Ave. at 
Lorimer Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
907–6189], www.bricktheater.com. 

SAT, JUNE 25
SERIOUSFUN MESSTIVAL: Kids can 

enjoy a fun, messy camp day, with a 
100-foot zip line, a dunk tank, paint 
archery, human tie-dye machine, 
and more. All proceeds help kids 
with serious illnesses go to camp. 
Free–$35. 9 am–3 pm. Breeze Hill in 
Prospect Park (450 Flatbush Ave. be-
tween Grand Army Plaza and Empire 
Boulevard in Prospect Park), www.
seriousfunmesstival.com. 

MUSIC, SUMMER SOLSTICE PARTY 
2016: Join the North Brooklyn 
Boat Club for a summer party with 
food, drinks, bands, and watch-
ing the water go past. $5. 6 pm–1 
am. North Brooklyn Boat Club [437 
McGuinness Blvd. at Ash Street in 
Greenpoint, (434) 409–1434], www.
northbrooklynboatclub.org. 

MUSIC, PHILADANCO: The African-
American dance troupe performs 
as part of Bric’s Celebrate Brooklyn! 
Festival. Free. 8 pm. Prospect Park 
Band Shell [Prospect Park West and 
Ninth Street in Park Slope, (718) 
965–8900], www.bricartsmedia.
org/cb. 

MUSIC, DUALCORE, SCHAFFER THE 
DARKLORD, MIKAL KHILL: $13. 
8 pm. Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], www.
littlefi eldnyc.com. 

MUSIC, POWER POPAHOLIC MUSIC 
FESTIVAL: A two-day festival to 
benefi t music education. Tonight 
with Meyerman, The Modulators, 
Ray Paul and Zombies of The Strato-
sphere. $10. 8 pm. Bar Matchless 
[557 Manhattan Ave. at Driggs Ave-
nue in Greenpoint, (718) 383–5333], 
www.barmatchless.com. 

THEATER, “NEWSPAPER NINJA”: Art-
ist Eckszooberante presents a show 
with puppetry, comedy, and dance, 
with all the props, costumes, and 

See 9 DAYS on page 10

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

SAT, JUNE 25
SPORTS, PREMIER BOXING 

CHAMPIONS: Keith “One Time” 
Thurman faces “Showtime” 
Shawn Porter. $49–$500. 8 pm.

FRI, JULY 8
MUSIC, DEMI LOVATO AND NICK 

JONAS: $40–$126. 7 pm.

SAT, JULY 9
MUSIC, NEW EDITION AND 

KENNY ‘BABYFACE’ ED-
MONDS: $59–$150. 8 pm.

THU, JULY 21
SPORTS, ROC NATION SUMMER 

CLASSIC CHARITY BASKET-
BALL GAME: $16–$155. 8 pm.

SAT, JULY 22
MUSIC, ONE AFRICA MUSIC FEST: 

With Wizkid, Davido, Diamond 
Platnumz, Stonebwoy, Flavour, 
and more. $65–$155. 7:30 pm.

SAT, JULY 23
EVENT, TAPPED — THE ULTIMATE 

CRAFT BEER FESTIVAL: $42. 
12:30 pm and 5 pm.

COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to 
introduce Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and the 
New York Daily News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Thursday at 4:45 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-
out segments, can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH THURSDAY AT 4:45PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, 
and, of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn 
Paper radio is the only webcast where you’ll 
hear Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira 
Eisen berg, Anthony Weiner, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and two-time guest Borough 
President Eroc Adams.

So tune in each week live Thursdays at 4:45 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes, 
Stitcher, and Mixlr.

Now you guys sing: Demi Lovato will bring the cool for 
the summer when she takes the Barclays Center stage 
with Nick Jonas on July 8.
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BEN BAKER

HONEY SOUNDSYSTEM

HOXTON WHORES

ALAIN JACKINSKY

162 Montague St, 2nd Fl, Brooklyn Heights
(718) 522-5555/58  Fax: (718) 522-7555
www.nanatori.com  OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

FREE
DELIVERY

$10 
MIN

Fine Japanese cuisine, 
plus full sushi bar, for 

lunch or dinner

 
 

 

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

I
t will be a blast!

Fourth of July is almost here 
and Macy’s will again launch its 

display of colorful fireworks on the 
East River, giving Brooklyn the best 
view of the pyrotechnics. Make a 
plan early so you can pick the per-
fect spot along the water to cele-
brate the land of the free and the 
home of the brave. 

America’s front yard 
Pack up a blanket and picnic bas-

ket and grab a spot on the grass at 
Brooklyn Bridge Park to watch the 
rockets’ red glare light up the sky. 
Pier 1, Pier 6, and Pier 5’s prome-
nade will be open to the public, but 
be sure you head over early — all 
local streets will close to cars at 4 
pm. Enter at Old Fulton and Fur-
man streets, Joralemon and Fur-
man streets, or Old Dock and Fur-
man streets.

Brooklyn Bridge Park [Furman 
St. in Dumbo, (718) 222–9939, 
brooklynbridgepark.org]. Free. 

Prominent spot
Right above Brooklyn Bridge 

Park is the Promenade in Brook-
lyn Heights, which will offer some 
of the best views in the borough. 
Spots along the skyline walkway 

will fill up quick, and police will 
block the entrances to avoid over-
crowding, so stake out your bench 
as early as you can. 

Brooklyn Heights Promenade 
[Enter at Montague Street at Mon-
tague Terrace, or along Columbia 
Heights between Pierrepont Place 
and Cranberry Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 722–3214, www.ny-
cgovparks.org]. Free.

Stars and stripes 
Head on over to Northern Ter-

ritory in Greenpoint for an eye-
ful — and earful — of the fire-
works. The patriotic pyrotechnic 
display is so close to the bar’s roof-
top, you may have to cover your 
ears. The bar, though Australian, 
will show its love for all 50 states 
with red, white, and blue drinks and 
a special menu filled with Ameri-
can grub. The 200-person rooftop 
fills up quickly, and the bar will 
abandon its usual reservation sys-
tem for a first-come, first-served 
policy, so get there before the sun 
goes down.

Northern Territory [12 Franklin 
St. between Meserole Avenue and 
N. 15th Street in Greenpoint, (347) 
689–4065, www.northernterrito-
rybk.com]. $40.

Cuatro de Julio
If you crave Mexican food while 

you celebrate America’s indepen-
dence day, reserve a spot on Al-
ma’s rooftop bar near the water-
front, where the fireworks are sure 
to illuminate the skyline. 

The restaurant offers a prix fixe 
menu on its main floor for $50 — 
but you’ll want to splurge for the 
roof, at $75. For that price, you will 
get a three-course meal and un-

beatable views. 
Alma [187 Columbia St. between 

Degraw and Sackett streets in the 
Columbia Waterfront District, (718) 
643-5400, www.almarestaurant.
com]. $50–$75. 

Stay all night
Williamsburg’s McCarren Hotel 

and Pool will host a rooftop fire-
works party with a fancy raw bar 
and DJs Sleepy and Boo spinning 
live sets. 

A general admission ticket for 
$25 will get you into the bar, with 
a view of fireworks out of its re-
tractable roof. 

And for $75, you can get to head 
up to the terrace for passed food, a 
champagne toast, and panoramic 
views of the East River as the fire-
works fall into the water.

McCarren Hotel and Pool (160 
N. 12th St. between Bedford and 
Berry, (718) 218–7500, www.mc-
carrenhotel.com). 7 pm–midnight. 
$25–$75. 

Sky lights
Where to watch the big 
fi reworks on the Fourth

Bombs burst: The Macy’s July 4 fireworks show will return to the Brooklyn waterfront this year, 
making the Manahattan skyline a backdrop for the dazzling spectacle.
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by Carlo Bosticco
for Brooklyn Paper

T
ime to get high!

Independence Day is not 
the only time when you might 

want to get a great view of the bor-
ough. Any sunny day offers an ex-
cuse to head up and outside. 

We have compiled a list of the 
hottest rooftop bars in Brooklyn, 
where you can work on your tan or 
indulge the evening breeze while 
sipping on a refreshing boozy 
beverage.

Esh
Six floors up — and just above 

Williasmburg’s Urban Outfitters 
— this sizzling Israeli barbeque 
spot offers views of the Williams-
burg Bridge, the Manhattan sky-
line, and hipsters for streets around. 
The rooftop features a full menu, 
so you can enjoy the pork ribs with 
your open-air drinks. 

Esh at 98 N. Sixth St. between 
Berry Street and Wythe Avenue 
in Williamsburg, (718) 387–0195, 
www.eshbrooklyn.com. 

Tom’s Coney Island
This spin-off  of the classic 

Tom’s Restaurant in Prospect 
Heights offers the same hearty 
meals, plus a second floor patio 
with sweeping views of sand and 
surf — and a dozen variations on 
the margarita, daiquiri, and pina 
colada. It closes most days at 5 pm, 
but there is nothing wrong with 
day-drinking! 

1229 Boardwalk at Stillwell Av-
enue in Coney Island, (718) 942–
4200, www.tomsbrooklyn.com]. 

Kimoto Rooftop
On the 25th floor of the Aloft 

Hotel sits the Kimoto Rooftop beer 
garden, with breathtaking views of 
Downtown. It has an indoor Zen 
rock garden and two dozen local 
and Japanese beers, but the real 
draw is the elegant cocktails, es-
pecially the frothy signature bour-
bon drink “The Kimoto.” 

216 Duffield St. between Wil-
loughby Street and Fulton Street 
Downtown, (718) 858–8940, 
www.kimotorooftop.com. 

Brooklyn’s coolest rooftop bars for summer
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CATERERS

Offering 
dinner, cocktail 

and 
buffet options

8015/23 13th Avenue, Dyker Heights, Brooklyn, NY 11228 • 718–331–2900 • www.siricos.net

For more information and to find out about our other 
great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch, call 
800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must open a Flushing Bank Complete Checking Plus account. Get the complete 
access and control you desire with a competitive interest rate and banking on-the-go with our 
Flushing Bank Mobile2 app.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New money only. APY effective May 10, 2016. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot 
be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. A new Complete Checking Plus account 
with a $5,000 minimum initial deposit is required to receive the CD with the advertised rate. Certain fees and restrictions may apply. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance 
is $5,000. A new checking account is not required for IRA accounts. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details. 2 Flushing Bank Mobile Banking is available to all Flushing Bank online 
banking users. Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

24-Month CD

1.40%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

sets made of newspaper. 
$15. 9 pm. Shooting Gallery 
Arts Annex [1208 Surf Ave. 
at W. 12th Street in Coney 
Island, (718) 372–5159], 
www.coneyisland.com. 

MUSIC, COMIC TALES OF 
TRAGIC HEARBREAK: $5 
suggested donation. 10 pm. 
The Way Station [683 Wash-
ington Ave. between St. 
Marks Avenue and Prospect 
Place in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 627–4949], www.way-
stationbk.com. 

ART, PUPPETRY ARTS FES-
TIVAL OF BROOKLYN: A 
kid-friendly celebration with 
an array of puppet-making 
crafts, games, prizes, and 
special guests includ-
ing Star Wars characters! 
Free. 11 am–3 pm. The Old 

Stone House [336 Third St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, (718) 
768–3195], www.tuffytiger.
org. 

TALK, OYSTER SHOW DIS-
CUSSION: The artist and 
curator of the exhibit in-
spired by oyster reefs dis-
cuss the beauty of marine 
life. Free. 1 pm. Brooklyn 
Bridge Park Community 
Room [99 Plymouth St. at 
Adams Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 625–0080], www.
brooklynartscouncil.org. 

SUN, JUNE 26
SMITH STREET SUNDAY 

FUNDAY: An eight-block 
street fair with the food, art, 
and crafts. Free. Noon–6 
pm. [Smith Street between 
Union and Bergen streets in 
Caroll Gardens, (718) 852–
0328], smithstreetbk.com. 

MARKET, FAD WEEKEND 
MARKET AND FLEA: A 

pop-up fashion, art and de-
sign market. Free. 11 am–6 
pm. Issue Project Room 
[22 Boerum Pl. at Livings-
ton Street in Downtown, 
(718) 330–0313], www.is-
sueprojectroom.org. 

ART, “NOT INVITED” CLOS-
ING RECEPTION: An ex-
hibit of four artists inspired 
by urban spaces. Free. 
3–6 pm. Transmitter (1329 
Willoughby Ave. between 
St. Nicholas and Wyckoff 
avenues in Bushwick), www.
transmitter.nyc. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-
CLONES VS. HUDSON 
VALLEY RENEGADES: 
Starting at $10. 4 pm. MCU 
Park [1904 Surf Ave. at W. 
17th St. in Coney Island, 
(718) 449–8497], www.
brooklyncyclones.com. 

NEW YORK CITY ZOMBIE 
CRAWL: The undead gather 
to party, play games in 
McCarren Park, and lurch 
through the streets. Zom-

bie makeovers $10. Free. 
4 pm. Bar Matchless [557 
Manhattan Ave. at Driggs 
Avenue in Greenpoint, (718) 
383–5333], www.barmatch-
less.com. 

ZOMBIE AFTERPARTY: With 
live music, a best zombie 
costume contest, and 
sideshow performances. 
$15 ($13 zombies). 8:30 
pm. Black Bear Bar [70 N. 
Sixth St. between Wythe 
and Kent avenues in Wil-
liamsburg, (917) 538–8399], 
www.blackbearbk.com. 

MON, JUNE 27
TALK, “FAMOUS NATHAN”: 

A documentary about Na-
than’s Famous frankfurter 
company, followed by a 
discussion with fi lmmaker 
Lloyd Handwerker, grand-
son of the founder. Free. 
6:30 pm. Brooklyn Historical 
Society [128 Pierrepont St. 
at Clinton Street in Brooklyn 

Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

COMEDY, “ASK ME AN-
OTHER”: Hosted by Ophira 
Eisenberg, this rambunc-
tious hour blends brainteas-
ers and local pub trivia night 
with comedy and music. $25 
($20 in advance). 7:30 pm. 
Bell House [149 Seventh St. 
at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus, (718) 643–6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

COMEDY, “NIGHT TRAIN 
WITH WYATT CENAC”: 
Hosted by Brooklyn-based 
comedian Wyatt Cenac, 
“Night Train” is a weekly 
show that features comedy 
from the best local and in-
ternational stand up come-
dians. $5. 8 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

COMEDY, “JOEL KIM 
BOOSTER WILL DIE 
ALONE”: Join the comedian 

as he bravely holds a pre-
emptive wake for himself, 
only to be interrupted by his 
guardian angel (Carly Rae 
Jepsen). $8 ($5 in advance). 
8 pm. Union Hall [702 Union 
St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

TUES, JUNE 28
FILM, “WHAT HAPPENED 

MISS SIMONE”: Lisa Si-
mone, daughter of the leg-
endary musician and black 
power icon, hosts a screen-
ing of the documentary that 
explores her mother’s life. 
Part of the Summerstage 
series. Free. 7–10 pm. Her-
bert Von King Park (Marcy 
and Lafayette avenues in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant). 

READING, MANHATTAN-
VILLE READING SERIES 
SIX: A monthly showcase 
for emerging writers fea-
tures 2015 National Book 

Award fi nalist Angela 
Flournoy and three new 
stars: Nick Mancusi, Lena 
Valencia, and Anika Lani. 
Free. 7:30 pm. Manhat-
tanville Coffee (167 Rogers 
Ave. at St. Johns Place in 
Crown Heights). 

FILM, “FOUND TRASH”: Two 
champions of insane videos, 
Found Footage Festival and 
Trash Can Cinema, combine 
their comedic video trea-
sures for an amazing cele-
bration of found stuff. $10. 8 
pm. Littlefi eld [622 Degraw 
St. between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues in Gowanus, 
(718) 855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

COMEDY, “DEEP-ER-NESS”: 
Host Joe Zimmerman pres-
ents his favorite comedians, 
then sits them down for a 
“deep talk” afterwards. $10 
($7 in advance). 8 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

MUSIC, ECO-MUSIC BIG 
BAND ALBUM RELEASE: 
The jazz band releases its 
album “Rebel Spirits.” $25 
($20 in advance). 8 pm. 
Roulette [509 Atlantic Ave. 
at Third Avenue in Boerum 
Hill, (917) 267–0363], www.
roulette.org. 

WED, JUNE 29
MUSIC, RAY ABRAMS BIG 

BAND: The 18-piece live 
jazz band, led by Don Ec-
holes Conway, performs a 
free outdoor show. Free. 6 
pm. Putnam Triangle Plaza 
(Fulton Street at Grand Av-
enue in Clinton Hill), fabal-
liance.org. 

LISA, ME, AND THE BEES: A 
honeybee-themed night of 
entertainment, with fi ddler 
Lisa Gutkin, cookies from 
Erica’s Rugelach and Bak-
ing Company, a discussion 
of colony collapse disorder, 
and a signing of the book “A 
Spring Without Bees.”. $20. 
7 pm. Ethical Culture Soci-
ety (53 Prospect Park West, 
between First and Second 
streets in Park Slope), www.
bsec.org. 

BROOKLYN LOFT PARTY: A 
variety show with bands, 
burlesque, comedy, magic, 
and more. $10 ($8 in ad-
vance). 7 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

THURS, JUNE 30
MUSIC, VIVIAN GREEN, 

GRANDWIZZARD THEO-
DORE: The musicians 
perform as part of the 
Summerstage series. Free. 
7 pm. Herbert Von King 
Park (Marcy and Lafayette 
avenues in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant). 

THEATER, “THE FEVER” BY 
600 HIGHWAYMEN: View 
an open rehearsal of the 
group’s latest work, about 
how we care for our bodies 

and those around us. Free. 
7 pm. St. Ann & the Holy 
Trinity Church [157 Mon-
tague St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
875–6960], www.stannho-
lytrinity.org. 

FRI, JULY 1
SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-

CLONES VS. CONNECTI-
CUT TIGERS: Starting 
at $10. 7 pm. MCU Park 
[1904 Surf Ave. at W. 17th 
St. in Coney Island, (718) 
449–8497], www.brooklyn-
cyclones.com. 

ART, “SUMMER ANAGRAM” 
OPENING RECEPTION: A 
group exhibit of work that 
can be taken apart and re-
combined around new for-
mulas. Free. 7 pm. Nurture 
Art Gallery [56 Bogart St. 
between Harrison Place and 
Grattan Street; basement 
gallery in Bushwick, (718) 
782–7755], nurtureart.org. 

FILM, “THE 400 BLOWS”: The 
French Embassy hosts a free 
outdoor screening of Fran-
çois Truffaut’s iconic New 
Wave fi lm. In French with 
English subtitles. Free. 8:30 
pm. Transmitter Park (West 
Street between Kent Street 
and Greenpoint Avenue in 
Greenpoint), www.french-
culture.org. 

THEATER, “ROCK ’N’ ROLL 
RABBITS AND THE 
FREAKS TAKE BACK 
CONEY ISLAND”: A night 
of rock and roll sideshow 
circus artistry. Featuring The 
Stilette-Hoes, Jelly Boy The 
Clown, Fibi Eyewalker, Vel-
vet Crayon, and more. $15. 
10 pm. Shooting Gallery 
Arts Annex [1208 Surf Ave. 
at W. 12th Street in Coney 
Island, (718) 372–5159], 
www.coneyisland.com. 

SAT, JULY 2
MUSIC, EVERYDAY PEOPLE: 

An eclectic mix of hip-hop, 
Afrobeat, R&B, and reggae 
at this celebratory party. 
Part of the Summerstage 
series. Free. 7–9 pm. Her-
bert Von King Park (Marcy 
and Lafayette avenues in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant). 

SUMMER CELEBRATION: 
A family party with music, 
snacks, games, sports, free 
raffl es, prizes, and more. 
Free. 4 pm. Cornerstone 
Church (Park) [Shore Rd. and 
83rd Street in Bay Ridge, 
(347) 668–7384], www.cor-
nerstonebayridge.org. 

CELEBRATE INDEPENDENCE 
DAY: Target First Saturday 
celebrates Independence 
Day. With music by Pablo 
Helguera and DJ Chela; 
performances by Dennis 
Redmoon Darkeem and 
Bread and Puppet Theater; 
and a screening of the 
documentary “Keepers of 
the Game.” Free. 5 pm to 
11 pm. Brooklyn Museum 
[200 Eastern Pkwy. at Wash-
ington Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org.

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 8
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There was an outpouring 
of online sympathy for 
the parents of the little 

boy killed by an alligator at a 
Disney resort in Orlando last 
week, which just goes to show 
that sometimes the internet 
has a heart, and sometimes 
it calls for blood.

The question is why.
In contrast with the half 

a million people who signed 
a petition against Michelle 
Gregg, the mom whose 
3-year-old son got into the 
gorilla exhibit at the Cincin-
nati Zoo, leading zookeepers 
to kill the 400-pound gorilla 
named Harambe, commenta-
tors did not go nearly as in-
sane over the fact that officials 
“put down” several Disney-
area alligators without be-
ing positive which of them, if 
any, dragged 2-year-old Lane 
Graves to his death.

It was with relief that I 
found far more comments 
castigating those who would 
blame the parents than actual 
parental castigation. It is like 
the high road was the cool 
place to be, this time. 

“It’s ridiculous to blame 
the parents who were sitting a 
few feet away and did all they 
could to save him,” read a typ-
ical online comment. And, on 
Twitter, “Pray for his family. 
Don’t judge.” 

Compare to: “#GorillaIn-
cident Mom is totally at fault 
shoot her.”

So, what accounts for the 
vast difference in response 
to these two incredibly rare 
toddler-animal tragedies that 
took place at family-friendly 
places?

Well first of all, of course, 
the 2-year-old died. There’s 
no way to say that the Graves 
haven’t suffered enough. (And 
what an eerily sad last name.) 
Also, even as the story broke, 
we heard that the father des-
perately tried to open the alli-
gator’s jaws and couldn’t. No 
one could dare accuse that dad 
of not doing enough.

Then, too, there’s the ques-
tion of racism — although I 
think many people were jump-
ing on the Cincinnati mom 
before they knew she was 
African-American. Graves 
was white.

And there’s even the ques-
tion of species-ism: Goril-
las look like us. Alligators 
don’t. (At least, not like most 

of us.)
But even more than all that, 

I think that so many people 
were eager to flog the Cin-
cinnati mom because the mob 
needed someone to blame 
(that’s what mobs do), and 
moms are a favorite target 
these days.

This is the era when we 
have come to believe that 
mothers can and must be in 
control of their kids at all 
times. Any mom who takes 
her eyes off her kids — and 
we hear about it — is automat-
ically a public enemy (Think 
of all those moms berated for 
letting their kids wait in the 
car a few minutes, or play at 
the park unsupervised). So 
if anything bad happens to 
an unsupervised kid, it is the 
mom’s fault. 

But with the alligator in-
cident, the mob seems to be 
aiming not at the mom, but 
Disney. 

“I say the Grand Florid-
ian is responsible for not 
having signs posted about 
the gators!!” read one typi-
cal comment. 

The similarity here is that 
if there is any entity we love 
to blame more than moms, it’s 
corporate America. So if we 
truly believe a mom should be 
been thinking, “Well, I know 
this has never happened once 
in 38 years of the gorilla ex-
hibit, but what if today my kid 
tries to get in — and does? I 
better be preparing for that!” 
then we are also quite capable 
of thinking, “Well, just be-
cause we are one of the most 
popular tourist destinations 
in the world and not once has 
a guest ever been killed by 
an alligator, nonetheless we 
should be constantly warning 
vacationers about that grue-
some possibility.”

In both cases, the crowd has 
found someone it can second-
guess after a once-in-a-gen-
eration (or two) tragedy. That 
way it doesn’t have to contem-
plate the unpredictability of 
life, or the fact that there is no 
such thing as perfect safety, 
or perfect parents. It can sim-
ply sit back and blame.

Armchair blaming has be-
come America’s favorite cop-
ing device. 

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker and author 
and founder of the book 
and blog Free-Range Kids.

Blame the 
parents?

By Lenore Skenazy

CALL TO ADVERTISE: (718) 260–4552

The Cyclones lost the first 
two games of the season 
to the hated Staten Is-

land Yankees, but at least the 
squad made it memorable.

On Opening Night, Brook-
lyn lost a 20-inning game 
which finished in a brisk five 
hours and 39 minutes. Brook-
lyn was no-hit the next night 
and lost on a walk-off in a 2–1, 
10-inning defeat at the hands 
of the Evil Empire of New 
York-Penn League.

The Cyclones and Yankees 
are certainly rivals, but there 
is no animosity between the 
managers. Brooklyn skipper 
Tom Gamboa and Staten Island 
field general Dave Bialas were 
on Jim Riggleman’s coaching 
staff for the Cubs in the late-
’90s, when Gamboa was the 
third-base coach and Bialas 
managed the bullpen.

“And before that we were 
both with the San Diego Pa-
dres together,” Gamboa said 
after the first game. “I haven’t 
seen him in a long time. I 
didn’t know he was with the 
Yankees until I had seen in 
the book that he was manag-

Brooklyn fi nding its footing after starting season with two losses

By David Russell

Diamond
Dave’s
Cyclones Report

Here come the Clones!
inning, the bats exploded for 
two runs, good enough for a 
win over the ValleyCats.

Although the offense has 
struggled, the pitching has 
been superb. On Friday, Ga-
briel Llanes gave up two runs 
in five innings and the bull-
pen didn’t give up a run until 
the 20th with infielder Dionis 
Paulino on the mound.

On Saturday, Harol Gon-
zalez gave up one run in five 
innings and Bryce Beeler fol-
lowed with four shutout in-
nings. Merandy Gonzalez 
held Tri-City scoreless into 
the sixth inning in his Sun-
day start.

Pitching coach Bill Bryk 
Jr. has roots in the Mets or-
ganization. His father pitched 
for Batavia in 1972, when the 
team was a Mets affiliate.

Catcher Brandon Brosher 
is back for his second year 
on the beach, but with a new 
number. Last season he wore 
number 18, but is now 15. He 
had always worn 14 but that 
number is retired for Brooklyn 
Dodger legend Gil Hodges, 
so Brosher went one higher.

One lower would be 13, 
worn by Edgardo Alfonzo. If 
the offense keeps struggling, 
Brooklyn should think about 
inserting the third-base coach 
into the two-hole where he had 
so much success as a Met.

ing here, so it was great to 
see him again.”

The 1998 Cubs made the 
playoffs as Sammy Sosa led 
the way with 66 home runs 
and 158 runs batted in. It re-
mains to be seen if the Cy-
clones will score 158 runs in 
76 games this season.

Brooklyn’s first batter of 

the year, Enmanuel Zabala, 
hit a home run, but then the 
Cyclones only scored one run 
in the next 19 innings in last 
Friday’s marathon loss.

Zabala scored Brooklyn’s 
only run in Saturday’s game 
in which the Cyclones went 
hitless. He led off the game 
by being hit with a pitch, 

moved to second on a walk, 
advanced to third on a tap-
per to the pitcher and scored 
on a wild pitch.

Brooklyn didn’t score in 
the first six innings of Sun-
day’s game, meaning the 
squad notched three runs 
in the first 36 innings of 
the season. In the seventh 

Staten Island 2

Cyclones 1
June 18 at Staten Island

The Cyclones were no-hit 
by the hated Staten Island 
Yankees in a 2–1, 10-inning 
loss in Staten Island on Sat-
urday night. At least it didn’t 
take 20 innings.

“Right out of the gate to 
play 30 innings in two days, 
the guys are beaten down,” 
manager Tom Gamboa said. 
“The hitters, you could see 
everybody pressing. They’re 
taking the good strikes and 
swinging at the balls in the 
dirt, which is what happens 
when you press.”

Brooklyn actually scored 
in the first inning as Enman-
uel Zabala was hit by a pitch, 
moved to second on a walk, 

advanced to third on a force 
out, and scored on a Drew 
Finley wild pitch. In the sec-
ond, Nick Sergakis was hit by 
a pitch but was stranded at 
second. He was the last Cy-
clone to reach base.

Cyclones 2

Tri-City 1
June 19 at MCU Park

The Cyclones are winless 
no longer! Jay Jabs’ two-run 
single in the bottom of the sev-
enth provided all the offense 
Brooklyn needed in a 2–1 win 
at MCU Park on June 19.

The Cyclones offense, 
which scored three runs in 30 
innings against Staten Island, 
continued to struggle early, go-
ing scoreless in the first six in-
nings. The ValleyCats pushed 
a run across against Alejandro 

Castro in the seventh. Carmen 
Benedetti and Alex De Goti 
started things with consecu-
tive singles and Randy Ce-
sar’s sacrifice bunt put them 
in scoring position with one 
out. Chuckie Robinson’s single 
scored Benedetti and moved 
De Goti to third.

Cyclone center fielder Ja-
cob Zanon led off with a single 
in the seventh and advanced 
to third when Enmanuel Za-
bala singled to left on a well 
executed hit-and-run.

With third baseman Jay 
Jabs at the plate, Zabala stole 
second. Jabs then singled to 
right to score both runners 
and give the Cyclones a 2–1 
lead. Jabs had struckout in his 
previous at-bat, but he more 
than made up for it.

Oh no! Clones no-hit!

Cyclones catcher Brandon Brosher races to third base.
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Cyclones first baseman Darryl Knight readies for the catch as a Staten Island 
Yankee tries to beat out the throw.
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By Max Jaeger
Brooklyn Paper

It’s a match made in Sodom 
by the Sea!

A burlesque luminary and a 
founding member of shock-rock 
outfit Gwar announced their en-
gagement at Coney Island’s 34th 
Mermaid Parade. Beau Chuck 
Varga — an art director and cos-
tume-maker who  portrayed Sexe-
cutioner  in the macabre metal act 
— popped the question to Bur-
lesque at the Beach founder Bambi 
during the Mermaid Parade on 
Saturday, and she said yes. They 
met marching last year, but theirs 
is a love story as timeless as the 
parade itself, Varga said — boy 
meets girl, girl helps boy don mer-
maid costume, boy helps girl out 
of costume after the parade.

“I shucked her oyster,” he said. 
“We met at a dress rehearsal. She 
wanted to do my fingernails. Dur-
ing that conversation, we just 

started to nibble on each other, 
and I saw her heart and she saw 
mine. I saw her at this after-party 
too, and I took her home with me. I 
told her I was abducting her.”

And there was no better place 
for a proposal, said Bambi, who 
has attended the parade for 23 
years and was crowned Queen 
in 2006.

“It was like a dream come true 
— the parade is my favorite day 
of the year, and it means a lot to 
us,” she said. “To have all of our 
friends and family around us was 
really epic. It was the most beau-
tiful thing that’s ever happened 
to me.”

Varga sculpted an elaborate cos-
tume and fashioned a two-foot en-
gagement ring for his larger-than-
life proposal. The pair plan to get 
married next year, and are hinting 
that parade founder and licensed 
wedding officiant Dick Zigun will 
perform the sacred rite.

Rocker pops question to 
burlesque queen at Parade

Love, Gwar

Chuck Vega proposes to Bambi the Mermaid at the Mer-
maid Parade in Coney Island.
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By Max Jaeger
Brooklyn Paper

I got a ticket for drinking a 
beer at the Mermaid Parade — 
Brooklyn’s largest and most be-
loved public assembly of drunken 
perverts. 

Sure, I’m guilty — I accept that 
I broke the law — but longtime pa-
trons of the 34-years-and-running 
art party say the citation is totally 
unheard-of, and proof that Sodom 
by the Sea is losing its edge.

“Man, this place has changed,” 
said Dan Nanjira, who has been 
attending since the mid-aughts. 
“We were at Cha Chas once — it 
isn’t there anymore — and cops 
were taking pictures with top-
less women and open bottles of 
vodka. I am annoyed they issued 
you that ticket — you can quote 

Public-drinking crackdown at Mermaid Parade

But not too splashy...

me on that.”
Perhaps he was exaggerating, 

but there’s no disputing that thou-
sands of mermaids publicly im-
bibe at a rate that would make 
Bacchus dizzy. Marchers  lav-

ish parade judges with hooch  
on Surf Avenue to curry favor 
— it’s  practically in the charter . 
Another attendee for nearly two 
decades said she’d seen every-
thing at the annual parade — ex-
cept a summons for suds.

“This is the first time that I’ve 
heard someone getting ticketed 
for a beer,” said Marine Parker 
Tara Williams, who was drinking 
on the Boardwalk near the B&B 
Carousell. “So I’m keeping mine 
on the down-low now.”

But cops want more than on-
the-down-low drinking, accord-
ing to one who detained me. The 
60th Precinct’s commanding of-
ficer instructed his rank and file 
to summons for minor infractions 
such as public boozing and urina-
tion to send a message to beach-
goers, an officer told me while an-
other ran my name for warrants 
and wrote me the $25 fine.

Revelers, however, paid no 
heed when I showed them the 

ticket. Nanjira and a friend took 
their pilsners down to the Board-
walk anyhow, and Williams of-
fered to pose for a picture drink-
ing her lager in defiance on the 
public esplanade.

Officials announced last year 
they were  upping auxiliary po-
lice numbers in the Amusement 
District  to combat quality-of-life 
offenses, and crime is generally 
declining in the 60th Precinct as 
it is citywide. But violent crime is 
still higher in Coney than neigh-
boring commands, and there have 
been more shootings in the Peo-
ple’s Playground this year than ei-
ther of the last two — 11 to date 
versus six this time in 2015 and 
2014,  city records show . Those 
numbers don’t even tell the whole 
story, according to locals who say 
they are so accustomed to hear-
ing gunshots that they don’t al-
ways bother calling police.

Locals have  claimed the city 
favors the Amusement District 
over low-income residential ar-
eas around it , but from where 
visitors are standing, Coney is 
definitely on the up.

“In some ways, I miss the way 
it used to be,” said Nanjira. “But 
I gotta tell you, this place is bet-
ter off.”

Newsman Max Jaeger with 
his summons and the of-
fending pilsner.
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The cat was 
fed ten times
today

It’s never too early 
 (or too late) to talk about 
 Alzheimer’s support.

Call our 24-hour Helpline. 
We’re here anytime you need to talk. 

(646) 744–2900
Free | Confidential | Se habla español | 

www.caringkindnyc.org 


