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INSIDE: GET THE RIGHT RESULTS WITH OUR CLASSIFIEDS SECTION

Your World  — Your News

On purchases of $2,000 or more made with your Lumber Liquidators credit card from 
July 27 – August 9, 2016. **Subject to credit approval. Minimum monthly payments 
required.  See store for details.

+24 Months 
Special Financing**

HARDWOOD &
BAMBOO CLOSEOUT

JULY 27 - AUGUST 9
SALE

Best DEAL Ever!

20-25%
OFF

Morning Star Bamboo†

of Laminates 

from   39¢  *
sqft

50+ Varieties$1.00 OFF
Select Hardwood  
& Wood-Look Tile

1-800-HARDWOOD
lumberliquidators.com

 

29¢  

sqfton small lots & odd lots

STACK OUT
DEALS

In-store only 
DEALS from

We’re clearing out top quality fl oors 
to make room for our Fall inventory! While supplies last. Product prices & availability are subject to change without notice.  Odd lots sold as is. *With purchase of comparable quantity underlayment. In-store only. Limited to 300 sq ft. †Coupon available at your local store or online.

By Max Jaeger
Brooklyn Paper

It’s a turf war!
A Columbia Waterfront District man 

and the city are locked in battle over a 
grassy, city-owned lot at the corner of 
Columbia and Woodhull streets. Lo-
cal Louie Formisano has been keep-
ing the green space clean since 2012, 
but officials say he padlocked the pub-
licly owned parcel and is acting like he 
owns the place.

“Mr. Formisano illegally trespassed 
and continues to do so. He knowingly 
entered the lot without permission, re-
sodded it, and turned it into a giant ‘back 
yard.’ It seems he continues to break into 
the lot and use it for his own purposes 
including storage of personal items,” ac-
cording to a spokeswoman from Housing 
Preservation and Development, which 
owns the tract.

Until recently, Formisano stored a 
rider lawn mower and some holiday dec-
orations there.

Formisano, known for handing out 
free hot dogs in the summer and  plow-
ing neighborhood streets pro bono in 
the winter , said he bolted the property 
to keep out vandals. 

But officials say Formisano is the 
root of the problem.

“He cuts the city lock and puts his 
own lock — it keeps happening,” said the 
housing department spokeswoman.

Formisano and several other neigh-
bors say they’d like to turn it into a com-
munity garden, but the city intends to 
build below-market-rate apartments on 

LOT OF NERVE
City: Guy trespassing to clean our dirty space!

the property — though it has no timeta-
ble or immediate plans to do so, accord-
ing to the housing department rep.

In the meantime, the plot will just 
sit empty — and some neighbors say 
the city let it go to pot before Formis-
ano started tending to it.

“It was scary,” said Winter Bargeron, 
who has lived in the area for 35 years, 
and says his son cut his foot on a nee-
dle in there in 2011.

Formisano says freezing him out 

of the otherwise-fallow field is harsh, 
considering he is actually willing to 
look after it.

“I’m an American. I’m helping the 
city. This is how they repay me,” Form-
isano said.

But several locals said they feel his 
methods do more harm than good — 
one local who helped re-sod the plot 
said he felt deceived by the neigh-
borhood stalwart’s efforts, because 
he was unaware at the time that he 

was trespassing.
“It was the weirdest act of vandal-

ism,” said the man, on the condition of 
anonymity.

The unconventional gardener, how-
ever, believes a rival on the block tipped 
off the city about his activities because 
he envies Formisano’s status among 
neighbors.

“He’s jealous,” Formisano said, de-
clining to name the tipster. “He wants 
people to look up to him.”

Woodhull Street resident Louie Formisano says a city lot he trespasses on to clean is better off for it. Here 
he shows a photo of what the parcel used to look like.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Grab your library card and 
check this out! 

The Brooklyn Public Library 
opened its temporary Brooklyn 
Heights branch last Wednesday 
morning, impressing early visi-
tors who say they’d much rather 
peruse the shelves in the bright, 
cool interim space than the drab 
old branch, where they had to 
endure a broken air-condition-
ing system.

“I think it’s amazing, it’s so 
much better than the older one,” 
said 12-year-old Clara Vickery, 
who visits the Heights library twice 
a week. “I like that it’s a lot more 
neat and it’s air conditioned.” 

The library is operating out of 
a social hall at Our Lady of Leb-
anon Cathedral on Remsen and 

Now in the good books! 
Residents love controversial library inside church

By Dennis Lynch
Brooklyn Paper

Put me in coach!  
The Metropolitan Transporta-

tion Authority and the city hope to 
create a so-called select bus service 
between Downtown and Bushwick 
in the next few years, state doc-
uments reveal — welcome news 
to straphangers along the route 
sick of zig-zagging between sub-
way lines, who are already imag-
ining themselves whizzing along 
the express route.

“I would take it — I would 

have no objections to a bus,” said 
Johanna McManus, who hits the 
G, A or C, and F trains just to get 
from her home in Clinton Hill to 
her job in Dumbo. “It’s almost 
pleasant because you can look 
around, you have cellphone ser-
vice, the whole shebang.”

The city is seeking fed-
eral funds for an estimated 
$9–$15-million project to cre-
ate the speedy coach service 
from Jay and Tillary streets to 
Myrtle and Wyckoff avenues, ac-
cording to the state Department 

of Transportation’s recently pub-
lished list of proposed ventures 
through 2020 called the  State-
wide Transportation Improve-
ment Program .

A transit authority spokesman 
claimed it is too early to say what 
streets the buses would take, but 
the main roads that run directly 
between the two nabes with 
enough lanes to accommodate 
the service are Flushing, Park, 
Myrtle, Lafayette, DeKalb, and 
Willoughby avenues.

But prepare for a bumpy ride 

Express yourself
MTA planning select bus service for Bushwick

— any of those would need to 
sacrifice a lane of traffic or park-
ing and undergo other adjust-
ments to accommodate a rapid 
new route. 

Select bus services typically 
require dedicated bus lanes, some 
curb extensions at new stops, 
and would likely impose right-
turn restrictions on cars at cer-
tain hours.

Removing parking spaces 
will be an especially tough sell 
to many residents along the route, 
according to one local leader — 
 the city Department of Transpor-
tation recently shelved a plan  to 
add a bike lane on Clinton Ave-
nue after Clinton Hill residents 
railed against the loss of car-stor-
age sites. 

“Removing parking is the third 
rail of local politics, you saw that 
if you followed the Clinton Avenue 

bike lane,” said Community Board 
2 district manager Rob Perris, who 
nevertheless thinks the service 
would be a boon to those living 
far from subway stops. “If they 
said they would remove parking 
from Franklin Avenue to Down-
town for example, people would 
just howl.” 

Business owners will probably 
need some convincing as well, ac-
cording to one transit expert.

“They have to do retail out-
reach, but a lot come around to 
support it because they make the 
neighborhoods more viable, be-
cause it’s connected by transit,” 
said former city transportation 
department policy director Jon 
Orcutt, who now works at Tran-
sit Center, a foundation that ad-
vocates for public transit proj-
ects in the city.

Henry streets for the next three-
and-a-half years, while a devel-
oper tears down the regular book 
repository on Cadman Plaza West 
 and builds a 36-story luxury hous-
ing tower with a new branch at 
the bottom .

There are 17,000 books in the 
space, compared to the 70,000 in 
the regular branch, though book-
worms have the option to order 
titles for next-day delivery from 
the rest of the network, accord-
ing to Brooklyn Public Library 
spokesman David Woloch. 

The stand-in bibliotheca seats 
70 people, and includes 34 com-
puters, a room for programs, and 
a children’s play area.

Not all book-lovers in the com-
munity are thrilled with the de-
vout new digs —  local activists 
who are still trying to stop the sale 

and redevelopment of the regu-
lar branch  have raised concerns 
that the Catholic church’s lead-
ers will censor the books stocked 
under their steeple. 

The local Bishop said he would 
“accommodate” the library’s col-
lection as long as it didn’t include 
anything “outrageous,”  according 
to a News 12 report .

But Woloch claimed those com-
ments were taken out of context, 
and stressed that developer Hud-
son Companies is renting out the 
space from Our Lady of Lebanon, 

and the church has no say over the 
books that line its shelves. 

Work on the Cadman Plaza 
branch is scheduled to begin 
this fall.

(At left) Amy Carstensen gives her positive review 
of the interim Brooklyn Heights library inside Our 
Lady of Lebanon Church. (Above) Book-lovers en-
joy the branch’s laptops and limited selection in air-
conditioned comfort.

See EXPRESS  on page 11

The new Brooklyn Heights 
library, inside a new 36-sto-
ry tower, won’t open until 
2020.
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The B44 select bus already connects Williamsburg and 
Sheepshead Bay.
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Welcome 
to the Brooklyn Bavarian Biergarten

Rain or Shine, We’re Open! 

Inspired by the Grand Prospect Hall’s historic Bavarian roots, the Brooklyn Bavarian Biergarten 
makes beer lovers “dreams come true” with a collection of German and New York brews, winery varietals, 

and traditional German Cuisine and American specialties.

Original 1892 photo of Biergarten 
with a theatrical stage, 

ready for action.

Open 

& 

4 pm – 11 pm; 

4 pm – 1 am; 

Noon – 1 am; 

Noon – 11 pm

No smoking 
in 

the garden
 

Please reserve 
for 

7+ guests

Some parking 
available

265 Prospect Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11215 (Between 5th & 6th Aves)
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Is this a job or a purpose?
���������	�
�����������	��
��	���
�����
	�	�����
����������	������
������������������
	��������������	��������	����	����������	�
��
�
�����

������������������
���
�
�
������
��
�������	���������������	�����������	��
����������

����������������
��������������
�������������	������� 
�
�����������	��
����������	���	������!"#$$"���"%%%&�

'�	��(�'�����
����
��(�'��������
��

New York Methodist has over 1,000 affiliated physicians. These experienced 
doctors, many trained at the world’s most prestigious universities and 

medical centers, represent just about every medical specialty you might need. 
They provide the kind of exceptional treatment that makes New York Methodist 
Brooklyn’s finest hospital.

EXCEPT IONAL

Helping Brooklyn Thrive
PHYSICIAN REFERRAL SERVICE 

718-499-CARE  •  NYM.ORG 

By Dennis Lynch
Brooklyn Paper

You’ve heard of poor doors 
— now meet the poor door-
men. 

Service workers in the 
below-market-rate housing 
high-rise at Downtown’s new 
City Point megacomplex say 
they’re being paid less than 
their counterparts at its mar-
ket-rate tower next door, and 
rallied outside the building 
on Tuesday to demand their 
employer give them the same 
wage for the same work.

“It’s not fair to us, we should 
be getting paid the same,” said 
Quetcy Ramirez, a full-time 
concierge at 7 Dekalb Ave. “I 
just hope they give in so we 
can make a little more money 
and live better.”

The two towers are both 
part of the massive mall, of-
fice, and residential compound 
at Albee Square West and Ful-
ton Mall, but different devel-
opers are responsible for each 
— 7 Dekalb, which houses 
mostly so-called “affordable” 
units, is run by Acadia Re-
alty Trust, while the entirely 
market-rate City Tower next 
door is run by the Brodsky 
Organization.

City Tower workers make 
a minimum of $18 per hour. 
The contractor that provides 
7 Dekalb’s workers, Kent 
Services, initially paid 
Ramirez and the six or so 
other service staff at $12 
per hour, though later gave 
some, including Ramirez, a 

A tale of two City Points
Union: Workers being paid less in ‘affordable’ tower

$3 raise, she said.
Still, she and her truck-

driving husband had to move 
out of their East New York 
apartment and move in with 
family in Fort Greene because 
they could no longer afford 
their rent, she said. 

The workers say they 
quickly got wise to the dispar-

recruit another subcontractor 
to do the same thing, or de-
mand Kent Services just pay 
the higher rates. 

The union would help ne-
gotiate the contract once the 
workers join, she said.

“Affordable housing” isn’t 
really living up to its name if 
the jobs it creates don’t pay 
enough to live on, the union 
said in a release. 

“We can’t build our way out 
of the affordable housing cri-
sis,” it said. “We need to make 
sure that people are earning 
enough to afford housing. Good 
jobs and affordable housing go 
hand-in-hand.”

It is not the first time Acadia 
has come under fire for its la-
bor practices.  Union construc-
tion workers rallied outside the 
tower in 2012 , claiming the 
developer short-changed the 
non-union workers who built 
the 23-floor tower and arguing 
they should have been hired for 
the job in the first place. 

The City Point developers 
received  a $20-million federal 
bailout  in 2009 after construc-
tion on the city-owned site 
stalled — via tax-free bonds 
they have to pay back — on 
the basis of the jobs and be-
low-market housing the com-
plex would create. 

A  whopping 88,500 people 
applied  for one of 7 Dekalb’s 
200 below-market-rate apart-
ments, which are earmarked 
for households earning be-
tween $18,515 and $142,395 
a year. 

Workers and union 
members rallied outside 
City Point’s 7 Dekalb 
building on Tuesday, 
demanding equal wages 
for the entire complex.
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ity between the two buildings, 
and now they’re attempting to 
unionize with Service Employ-
ees International Union Local 
32BJ, whose members rallied 
with them on Tuesday. 

The employees delivered 
Kent Services a petition de-
manding a raise and permis-
sion to unionize free of retal-
iation last month, but have 
not heard back, according to 
union spokeswoman Rachel 
Cohen. 

The workers and union 
would be satisfied with one 
of three outcomes, Cohen 
said — Acadia can hire the 
service workers directly at 
a minimum of $18 per hour, 

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

A beloved Boerum Hill bo-
dega famous for protesting its 
skyrocketing rent with wacky 
publicity stunts that lampooned 
the neighborhood’s gentrifica-
tion closed last week, after its 
owner says he grew tired of 
trying to stave off eviction 
in court.

“It’s too hard to run a busi-

ness without knowing when 
you’re going to get kicked out,” 
said Mohamad Itayim of Jesse’s 
Deli on Atlantic Avenue. 

The 33-year-old neighbor-
hood institution in June last 
year  held a tongue-in-cheek 
“artisanal rent price-hike sale”  
— rebranding Slim Jims as 
$5.99 “house-cured salami 
tubes” and Goya Sazon sauce 
as $18 “Oaxacan sea salt taco 

rub” — to highlight the prices 
Itayim said he would need to 
charge after the landlord hiked 
the rent to $10,000 a month.

In September, the deli   jok-
ingly listed its front window  
on  rental website Airbnb  with 
amenities including a “luxuri-
ous walk-in refrigerator” and 
“chef-style kitchen with pro-
fessional toaster, meat slicer, 
and microwave.” 

A spunky deli gives up

Jesse’s Deli’s pointed 
signs made headlines.
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Store Closing!!
Amazing discounts on all items!!

Huge selection of furniture, jewelry, art, arts and crafts, 
beautiful woodwork, rugs from all over the world

 — y elp

Please also visit our two Park Slope locations at 512 Fifth Avenue and 370 Seventh Avenue. 
Sale applies ONLY to the Smith Street store

Mirror 
Solid Hardwood-Distressed-
Inlay Old Fabric Stamps-
Turquoise

Cabinet 
Solid Hardwood-Distressed 
turquoise

Altar
Solid Hardwood-Hand 
carved

Mirror 
Hand Painted Stain Glass

 
Solid Hardwood 
Distressed Iron Hook

Candle Holder 
Iron Cast

Sideboard
Solid Hardwood Hand 
painted

CD Cabinet 
Solid Hardwood Distress

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

A scoundrel ran off with 
a guy’s wallet and phone on 
Atlantic Avenue on July 26, 
police said.

The guy was near Smith 
Street around 9:10 pm when 
the good-for-nothing ap-
proached and asked if he had 
any money, according to a po-
lice report. 

The trickster did not wait 
for a response though — in-

stead he reached for the guy’s 
pockets, grabbed his wallet 
and phone, and split, author-
ities stated.

Nailed
Police cuffed a guy who 

they say broke into a Livings-
ton Street nail salon sometime 
overnight on July 30.

The alleged thief snuck 
into the place near Nevins 
Street through an unlocked 
basement door sometime be-
tween 9 pm and 11 am the next 
day. He broke some locks off a 
cabinet to snag $1,400 and two 

Snake helps himself to man’s wallet, phone

Apple iPads, police said.

Free rides
A pickpocket lifted a man’s 

wallet while he rode the 4 train 
from Manhattan to Borough 
Hall on July 26, cops said.

The victim said he hopped 
on the New Lots-bound 4 train 

at City Hall around 1:45 pm 
and hopped off about 20 min-
utes later at the station near 
Court Street. He was walk-
ing up the stairs when he 
reached for his billfold and 
realized it was not there, he 
told police. 

He checked his bank ac-

count and found the jerk had 
charged almost $600 on his 
credit card, cops said. The 
sneak also got away with 
the guy’s monthly Metro-
Card, said police.

Welcome home
A burglar stole three bikes 

from a guy’s Warren Street 
apartment while he was on 
vacation from June 8 to July 
29, police said.

The victim locked up his 
place around 6 pm on June 
8 and returned more than a 
month later to find the secu-
rity gate under the stairs un-
locked and the mountain bikes 
missing, according to law en-
forcement officials.

— Dennis Lynch

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Whacko
Police slapped irons on a 

woman for allegedly attacking 
a 55-year-old lady as she lis-
tened to music at Grand Army 
Plaza on July 23.

The victim told police she 
was kicking back and enjoy-
ing some tunes at the plaza 
near Flatbush Avenue at 11:50 
pm when the 45-year-old sus-
pect charged and whacked her 
with a stick. 

The victim’s alleged as-
sailant struck her twice, once 
on the arm and again on her 
head, where she opened a 
nasty gash, cops said.

Bike bandit
A thief rode off with a 

man’s bicycle he’d parked 
along Eighth Avenue on 
July 16.

The victim told police that 
he left his bike between Third 
and Fourth streets at 6:15 
am, and returned two days 
later to find some crook had 
nabbed it. 

Well-heeled
A shoplifter ripped off a 

Fifth Avenue shoe store on 
July 20.

A store rep told police 
the bandit strolled into the 
business between 10th and 
11th streets at 5:30 pm, took 
four pairs of sneakers, and 
skipped past the register on 
his way out. 

Making her bed
Police arrested a woman 

for allegedly stealing bed 
sheets and luggage from a 
Flatbush Avenue chain store 
on July 24.

An employee told police 
that the suspect was spotted 
grabbing two bed sheets and 
a Swiss travel bag from the 
store between Atlantic Avenue 
and Hanson Place at 11:54 am, 
when she attempted to flee 

without shilling out $430 to 
pay for her ill-gotten goods.

Smash cab
Some rogue bashed a man’s 

taxi on Seventh Street on July 
24.

The cabbie told police he 
parked his ride near Fourth 
Avenue at 5:25 am, and re-
turned 20 minutes later to find 
his windows shattered. 

— Colin Mixson

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Early check out
Police arrested two 18-year-

old guys for criminal posses-
sion of a loaded firearm in a 
Seabring Street hotel room 
on July 29.

A hotel employee walked 
inside the room at 8:52 pm and 
found the loaded 9-millime-
ter gun, said police. 

Shattered 
A jerk threw a large rock 

through the window of a guy’s 
car parked on Bush Street on 
July 30, police said.

The 29-year-old told police 
he returned to his 2007 blue 
Jeep he left parked between 
Clinton and Court streets at 8 
pm and saw a rock had been 
thrown through his driver’s-
side window, and there were 
multiple dents on the door. 

Lost and found 
Police cuffed two guys who 

they say stole a car from 94th 
Street in Bay Ridge on July 
28 and were seen taking it for 
a spin on Hicks Street two 
days later.  

The suspects took the car 
from its spot between between 
Shore Road Drive and Ma-
rine Avenue and were spotted 
driving the vehicle near Hicks 
Street on July 30, where they 
then arrested, cops said. 

Officers also found mari-
juana on one of the suspects, 
according to authorities. 

Caught him
Cops collared a man on 

July 29 for a robbery he did 
on Columbia Street back in 
February.

The suspect threatened a 
41-year-old guy with a black 
firearm near W. Ninth Street 
on Feb. 28 and stole $1,400 
from the victim’s pocket, ac-
cording to authorities. The 
suspect also hit the victim 
on the right side of his head 
with the gun, causing a lump, 
police said. 

Cops arrested the suspect 
on July 29 at 10 am at the pre-
cinct, officials said. 

— Julianne Cuba

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

Police are looking for a 
guy who they say took ad-
vantage of lax security in two 
Bushwick apartment build-
ings last month — swiping 
a cellphone through an open 
window from one, then pilfer-
ing packages from the lobby 
of another. 

The canny crook first 
struck on July 3 at around 
7:30 am, standing on a bucket 
outside a building at Jeffer-
son Street and Wilson Ave-
nue, reaching into the win-
dow of a guy’s unit to grab 
his phone, police said. 

Then at around 6:45 pm 
on July 19, the same scoun-
drel got inside an apartment 

on Lawton Street between 
Broadway and Bushwick 
Avenue, and pinched multi-
ple laptops and cash, accord-
ing to a report.

On his way out, he picked 
up some packages that were 
sitting out in the lobby, cops 
said — going back several 
times for more, a security 
video shows.

Police describe their sus-
pect as 18–25 years old, 5-foot-
7, and 160 pounds.

Authorities ask anyone 
with information about the 
crimes to call (800) 577–
8477, submit tips at www.
nypdcrimestoppers.com, 
or text 274637 followed by 
TIP577. All calls are strictly 
confidential.

Burglar’s crimes 
of opportunity

CALL TO ADVERTISE: (718) 260–4552

By Dennis Lynch
Brooklyn Paper

A dog bit a housekeeper’s 
toe off in a luxury Greenpoint 
apartment building on July 
27, according to police.

The 63-year-old woman 
was at the residence on Ba-
yard Street between Union 
Avenue and Lorimer Street 
around 1:40 pm when the 
pooch attacked, sinking its 
teeth into her left foot, po-
lice said.

Emergency responders 
put the detached append-
age on ice and rushed her 
to the hospital, while offi-
cers took the dog in a ken-
nel to an Animal Care and 
Control of New York City 
rescue center, authorities 
said.

The dog was cooperative 
and did not have to be tran-
quilized, police said.

The residents were dog-
sitting the pup  according to 

a New York Post report , but 
it was not the first time the 
victim had met the dog, po-
lice said. 

A visibly distressed 
apartment owner turned 
up at the scene shortly af-
ter police arrived, accord-
ing to ace photographer Paul 
Martinka, who captured the 
aftermath of the attack. 

The owner later visited 
the housekeeper in the hospi-
tal, according to police.

Dog bites a housekeeper’s toe off!

Canine horror

Emergency responders 
wheel the victim to an 
ambulance.
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By Dennis Lynch
Brooklyn Paper

Talk about squad goals!
Police played basketball 

with hundreds of Red Hook 
youths in the inaugural Unity 
in the Community tournament 
at the Joseph Miccio Center 
on Saturday — and organiz-
ers say everyone a ball to-
gether.

“They were dancing and 
joking around, the police were 

really with this event,” said Red 
Hooker Janet Andrews, a com-
munity organizer for Council-
man Carlos Menchaca (D–Red 
Hook), who also played in the 
tournament.

Two dozen officers from 
both the 76th Precinct and 
Police Area Service 1, which 
patrols public housing devel-
opments in the area, played 
alongside 200 local young 
people in the contest. 

Beat the heat
Red Hook police and kids 
play in basketball tourney

More than 200 locals from 12 to 24 years old and 
two dozen local cops competed together.
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Planned Service Changes

WEEKNIGHTS
10:30 PM to 5 AM, Mon to Fri
Aug 8 – 12, Aug 15 – 19

No trains between Lorimer St and Broadway Junction

Free shuttle buses provide alternate service

L service operates in two sections:
 1. Between Rockaway Pkwy and Broadway Junction
 2. Between 8 Av and Lorimer St

Travel Alternatives:
 •  Free shuttle buses make all L station stops between Lorimer St and Broadway Junction.
 •  At Lorimer St, transfer between G L trains and shuttle buses, located on 
    Metropolitan Av at Union Av.
 •  At Myrtle-Wyckoff Avs, transfer between M trains and shuttle buses, located on 
    Wyckoff Av at Myrtle Av.
 •  Consider using the A or J to/from Manhattan, via transfer at Broadway Junction.
 •  Transfer between A J L trains and free shuttle buses at Broadway Junction, located 
     on Fulton St at Van Sinderen Av.

Stay Informed
Call 511 and say “Current Service Status,” look for informational posters in stations, or visit 
mta.info – where you can access the latest Planned Service Changes information, use  
TripPlanner+, and sign up for free email and text alerts.

 
© 2016 Metropolitan Transportation Authority
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By Alexandra Simon
Brooklyn Paper

Jews must support the 
Black Lives Matter move-
ment to fight for the rights 
of people of color in their own 
religion, said dozens of Jew-
ish activists who rallied for 
police reform Downtown on 
July 28.

“Black Lives Matter is a 
Jewish issue because there 
are black Jews,” said April 
Baskin, a vice president of 
the Union for Reform Juda-
ism, who came all the way 
from Washington D.C. for 
the event. “The freedom and 
safety of black people is tied 
to our Jewish values for jus-
tice and safety for everyone. 
Our country collectively has 
not been vocal enough.”

Jewish people of color led 
the procession of around a 
hundred people from Bar-
clays Center to the Brook-
lyn Detention Complex on 
Atlantic Avenue at Smith 
Street, where leaders from 
activist group Jews for Ra-
cial and Economic Justice re-
cited a prayer and the names 

Jews of color hold Black Lives Matter march D’town

Adding their voices

of black people police have 
killed this year. 

Along the way, they 
chanted “Black lives mat-
ter, black Jews matter,” and 
called on city lawmakers to 
pass the Right To Know Act 
— a bill requiring police of-
ficers to identify themselves 
when they stop civilians and 
inform them of their right to 
refuse a search — and for 

other members of the faith 
to join the cause.

Many white liberal Jews 
mean well, one activist said, 
but they need to be more ac-
tive in the fight for the ra-
cial equality they profess to 
support. 

“I found in white Jewish 
liberal communities, there 
is a desire or wish for post-
racial reality,” said Queens 

resident Mark Tseng Putter-
man, whose background is 
Ashkenazi and Chinese, and 
said he felt alienated growing 
up in a predominantly white 
Jewish community in Bos-
ton. “I think it’s really im-
portant for the white Jewish 
community to come out and 
take a more active stance for 
black lives.”

Ten percent of Jews in the 
U.S. are people of color, ac-
cording to the Pew Research 
Center.

The protesters said they 
don’t think all cops are racist 
— they just believe the Police 
Department is as an institu-
tion and must change.

“I think that there are cer-
tainly good cops, but they 
are working within a sys-
tem which that is inherently 
bias which needs systemic re-
form,” said Tseng Putterman. 
“I don’t think that we’re out 
here saying that all cops are 
racist — but we are saying 
that the NYPD as an institu-
tion is racist in impact, and 
needs to make changes in or-
der to remedy that.”

Shoshana Brown, left, and April Baskin, right, chant 
“black Jews matter” while crossing Flatbush Avenue.
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By Dennis Lynch
Brooklyn Paper

How do you like them Ap-
ples?

Gadget giant Apple finally 
opened its first Brooklyn retail 
store in Williamsburg on Sat-
urday — thrilling locals who 
are relieved to have the Bed-
ford Avenue sidewalk back af-
ter years of construction, if less 
excited about the electronics 
emporium itself.

“I’m glad it’s done, the con-
struction work and scaffolding 
was taking up so much room 
on the sidewalk and it was be-
coming really aggravating,” 
said Susan Visakowitz, who 
lives a few blocks from the 
store at N. Third Street. “I have 
mixed feelings about it actu-

Here’s the house that Mac built
Apple store fi nally opens in Williamsburg

ally being here, but I’m defi-
nitely glad it’s done.”

Construction on the store 
took around two years, but 
Brooklynites have been spec-

ulating about a Kings County 
Apple Store since at least 2007, 
 according to this paper’s re-
cords .

The airy space follows 

the company’s new retail 
strategy in the face of  flag-
ging sales  — trying to create 
 “town squares” where locals 
just come to hang out . 

Like so many town squares, 
it is decked out with wooden 
boxes as seats and a giant 
6,000-pixel video screen, 
which the store also plans to 
use for tutorials and events. 

To fit in with the hip-
ster ’hood, the company  tore 
down  the brick building that 
previously stood on the site and 
erected an entirely new one de-
signed to look like an old ware-
house — with exposed brick 
walls, factory-style pendant 
lighting, and a concrete floor.

Apple wasn’t the only bo-
urgie brand making its debut 
on that Bedford Avenue block 
last week —  an equally long-
awaited Whole Foods also 
opened across the road. 

The Apple store on Bedford Avenue is in a new 
building made to look like an old warehouse.
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By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

T
his murder mystery is cruelty free!

A long-time devotee of the Park 
Slope Food Co-op has written a new 

musical who-done-it set somewhere be-
tween the locally sourced kale section and 
the organic quinoa aisle of Brooklyn’s most 
left-leaning grocery store. And in the fa-
mously progressive produce haven — where 
members feud over the ethical purity of just 
about every item on the shelf — everyone 
is a suspect, according to the author.

“There’s so much tension in the co-op 
that the outsider investigating the murder, 
Det. Dick Johnson of the 78th Precinct, feels 
overwhelmed,” said Windsor Terrace res-
ident Gersh Kuntzman, a former editor of 
this very paper, who co-wrote the produc-
tion with songwriter Marc Dinkin. “There 
are so many obvious suspects.”

“Murder at the Food Co-op” — open-
ing Aug. 13 at the New York International 
Fringe Festival — is based on Kuntzman’s 
own experiences as a two-decade member-
owner of the socialist answer to Costco, 
where subscribers work two hours and 45 
minutes every month in exchange for ac-
cess to the store’s cheap fare. 

The play centers on the untimely death 
of the market’s fictional founder Doris 
“Chiang Kai” Shenkman — whose body 
is found inside the co-op’s yak-manure-
powered freezer — while affectionately 
sending up the Union Street commune of 
commerce, where produce and politics are 
inextricably intertwined.  

Kuntzman said he was inspired to pen the 
play by some members’ legendary attempt 
to ban Israeli products from the store and, 
to a greater extent, the notoriously bureau-
cratic co-op’s response — to hold a vote on 
whether or not to vote on the ban.

“We were debating over whether to have 
a debate essentially,” said the playwright. “If 
you’re an outsider it seems ridiculous, but 
as a member it makes perfect sense.”

Longtime readers will be familiar with 
Kuntzman’s bawdy sense of humor — dur-
ing his time at this  and other local papers, 
he documented himself  posing nude for 
artists , using a  caffeine suppository , and 
 making a PG porno about a Dumbo con-
dominium  — and the self proclaimed “tab-
loid legend” says the musical is chock full 
of raunchy scenes. 

“There’s an enormous amount of hot 
and steamy action — I believe at some 
point all the characters have or are about 
to have sex in the freezer,” said Kuntzman. 
“It’s fantastic!”

Audience members should keep an ear 
out for such sure-to-be-hit tunes such as 
“In the Freezer,” a love song between a 
Jewish woman and Palestinian man who 
keep their controversial relationship hidden 
in the co-op’s meat locker, and the tragic 
“I’ll Make a Liberal Socialist Whack Job 

Out of You Yet” — sung by the editor of 
the co-op’s newsletter the Weekly Compos-
ter, who finds herself torn between  blos-
soming feelings for the Archie Bunker-
like Det. Johnson and her opposition to 
his conservative political views.

“It’s going to break your heart,” Kuntz-
man said. 

Kuntzman won an award for his  2005 
Fringe production “SUV: The Musical”  — 
a satirical look at America’s love of huge, 
gas-guzzling vehicles that he also co-wrote 
with Dinkin. But for his latest foray into 
musical theater, he is mostly hoping that 
his work on the play will count towards his 
work obligations to the co-op.

“I think that ‘Murder at the Co-op’ should 
get me at least two free shifts,” he said. “It’s 
ultimately a great recruiting tool.”

“Murder at the Park Slope Food Co-
op” at the Flamboyan Theater [107 Suf-
folk St. between Rivington and Delancey 
streets in distant Manhattan]. Aug. 13–25. 
$18.  Tickets here .

Big send-off
These Eyes will soon be roving.
Brooklyn-born pop punk outfit Big Eyes will 

head out of town to support its new album “Stake 
My Claim,” following a kick-off concert at Al-

phaville in Bushwick on 
Aug. 16. But its new re-
cord is a tribute to return-
ing home to Brooklyn, 
inspired by a three-year 
exile in Seattle, says the 
band’s founder and front-
woman.

Kait Eldridge, origi-
nally from Long Beach, 
Long Island, first moved 

to Brooklyn at age 19, chasing the rock ’n’ roll 
dream with two previous bands, Cheeky and 
Used Kids. When those bands broke up, she 
moved to Seattle, Washington, but found little 
inspiration in the overcast skies of the Pacific 
Northwest. Returning to Kings County in 2014 
led to a creative re-awakening.

“I had a bit of writer’s block,” she said. “Once 
I moved back to New York I took myself out of 
a bad living situation, stepped back, looked at 
everything, and wrote all those songs.”

Several tracks on the new album, including 
“Just Not Right” and “Leave This Town” con-
vey her frustration with her sojourn in Wash-
ington State.

“A lot of it has to do with moving back home 
— I was frustrated with how my life was go-
ing,” she said.

Now that she is back in the borough of Kings, 
Eldridge says that it feels more comfortable than 
the town where she grew up. 

“It’s my home at this point. I was in Long 
Beach earlier today, and even when I was a kid, 
I never felt like I belonged there — I was never 
into the beach,” she said. “But when I moved 
here I thought, ‘These are my people.’ ”

Other songs on “Stake My Claim” deal with 
Eldridge putting her foot down and “owning 
up” to her role as band leader after years of ro-
tating band members, some who wrestled too 
much control, she said. For this tour, she has 
put together a four-piece lineup that she says 
is “rock solid.”

Big Eyes will play with Teen Vice and Pox 
at Alphaville before heading out on a two-week 
tour, visiting most of the Midwest and get as far 
west as Fargo, North Dakota.

“Big Eyes” at Alphaville [140 Wilson Ave. be-
tween Willoughby Avenue and Suydam Street 
in Bushwick, (347) 508–5006, www.alphaville-
brooklyn.com]. Aug. 16 at 8 pm. $10 ($8 in ad-
vance).  — Dennis Lynch

M U S I C

Community Bookstore’s pick — 
“White Rage” by Carol Anderson

Carol Anderson’s slim book, subtitled “The 
Unspoken Truth of our Racial Divide” is essential 
reading for unpacking the history of race relations 
in America. Her pains-
taking research details 
the systematic suppres-
sion of African-Ameri-
can civil rights by white 
Americans, drawing a 
straight line from slav-
ery and Jim Crow laws to 
modern-day discrimina-
tory school funding and 
the suppression of voting 
rights. A short read, but 
one that will stay with 
you and hopefully fill 
you with a different kind of rage.

— Michael Bender, Community Bookstore 
[43 Seventh Ave. between Carroll Street and 
Garfield Place in Park Slope, (718) 783–3075, 
 www.commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

Word’s pick — “Grief Is The Thing With 
Feathers” by Max Porters

This genre-bending novel begins with the sud-
den death of a wife and mother. Her husband and 
two sons manifest their grief in a shared delu-

sion: a crow who speaks 
to them, tricks them, de-
fends them, and cares for 
them — until the day that 
he is no longer needed. In 
its brisk 144 pages, “Grief 
Is The Thing With Feath-
ers” gives the form of the 
novel shades of parables 
and poetry. One page will 
offer an unsentimental, 
stark look at grief; the 
next is filled with darkly 
funny cacophony and 

playfulness. The book allows the reader to fill 
in their own interpretation of grief, but is poi-
gnant enough to leave a real mark. Max Porter’s 
debut novel is endearing and powerful, and the 
last page will leave you stunned.

— Steven Tran, Word [126 Franklin St. at Mil-
ton Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096,  www.
wordbrooklyn.com ].

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick — 
“The Underground Railroad” by Colson 
Whitehead

The novel “Underground Railroad” may be fic-
tion, but really it is a work of history. History that 
is made up (with a literal 
railroad that is definitely 
made up) because it was a 
tragically undocumented 
era, but a history that bears 
unflinching witness to the 
very real horrors of slav-
ery. Whitehead is a writer 
I’ve long admired, but 
with this new book he 
has grown so much. The 
strength of story that was 
in his novel “John Henry 
Days” remains, but this 
time it comes with a perfect form, structure, and 

Reading picks
B O O KS

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

I
t’s a K-hole new world! 

A psychedelic new musical open-
ing soon in Bushwick will drop 

audiences into the mind of a drug-
addled anaesthetic user. The direc-
tor of “Ketamine: the Musical,” de-
buting Aug. 17 at Bushwick’s House 
of Yes, says that audiences are in for 
the trip of a lifetime. 

“What we’re doing is a psychedelic, 
hyper-creative, hyper-weird, work of 
performance art,” said Anya Sapozh-
nikova, who is also the venue’s co-
owner. “We want it to be a little dis-
sociative, but it’s basically a circus 
and physical theater musical.”

The show will feature 12 high-fly-

ing acts, which together tell the story 
of one man’s scary, happy, and zonked-
out experiences after he takes ket-
amine — an animal tranquilizer that 
has become a party drug notorious 
both for its psychedelic qualities and 
tendency to leave one immobile and 
jello-legged. House of Yes shows typ-
ically let the audience move around, 
but for this 75-minute show viewers 
will be seated “because obviously you 
can’t stand on ketamine.”

In one number, zombies in black 
hoodies will surround the main char-
acter while singing and dancing about 
the dangers of ketamine. In another, 
rapper Sir Kn8 (wordsmith Nathan 
Ogelsby) will evoke the stoner logic of 
someone who discovers the meaning of 
life while whacked out of their gourd, 

revealing the acronym “YLALO” for 
“You Live At Least Once.” 

“It belongs to the class of reve-
lations that one might have in this 
drug-induced state where it takes on 
this other profundity,” he said. “But 
there does seem to be some kernel 
of truth in them.”

Sapozhnikova was inspired to cre-
ate the show after hearing a man joke 
about a wacky electronic music festi-
val by exclaiming “What is this? Ket-
amine the musical?” She embraced the 
title, and hopes audiences will appre-
ciate the absurdity of the show. 

But she also hopes the trippy mu-
sical will create discussion about the 
drug and drug addiction. 

“What I’m interested in doing 
is removing the shame and stigma 
around drug use because that’s what 
prevents people from getting help,” 
she said.

“Ketamine: the Musical” has al-
ready sold out two performances, and 
has added a third on Aug. 19. Sapo-
zhnikova is considering extending 
the run, but has not yet made a fi-
nal decision. 

“Ketamine: the Musical” at House 
of Yes (2 Wyckoff Ave. at Jeffer-
son Street in Bushwick, www.ket-
aminethemusical3.eventbrite.com). 
Aug. 17–19 at 8 pm. $30–$40.

Shop of horrors
New musical sources murder at Park Slope Food Co-op

Flying so high
Aerialists dropping into 
‘Ketamine: the Musical’ 

Produce and produce-r: Marc Dinkin and Gersh Kuntzman co-wrote a musical murder mystery set in the famed Park Slope 
Food Co-op, opening at the New York International Fringe Festival on Aug. 13.
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Trippy trapeze: Aerialists at the House of Yes prepare for the psy-
chedelic “Ketamine: the Musical.” If you want to experience the 
drug-inspired show, get tickets now for the Aug. 19 performance.
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storytelling arc. This is a perfect book.
— Rebecca Fitting, Greenlight Bookstore 

[686 Fulton St. between S. Elliott Place and S. 
Portland Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 246–
0200,  www.greenlightbookstore.com ].
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WHERE TO
SATURDAY
Aug. 6

We all float
Alcohol and ice 
cream: together at 
last! Today is 
National Root Beer 
Float Day, and also 
the one-year anniver-
sary of the Coney 
Island Brewery, which 
will be serving floats 
made with its boozy 
root beer, as well as 
offering music, side-
show attractions, and 
a chance to taste an 
exclusive root beer 
aged in a bourbon 
barrel for four 
months.

1–6 pm at Coney Island 
Brewery (1904 Surf Ave. at 
W. 17th. St. in Coney 
Island, www.coneyisland-
beer.com). Free admis-
sion.

SUNDAY
Aug. 7

First shots
The Alamo Draft-
house will whisk you 
to a galaxy far, far 
away at today’s Star 
Wars Marathon — a 
massive screening of 
“Star Wars,” “The 
Empire Strikes Back,” 
and “Return of the 
Jedi,” at the Kings 
Theater. Warning: 
these are the “Han 
shot second” special 
edition versions, and 
the theater staff will 
be enforcing its strict 
rules against texting 
during the show!

1–9 pm at the Kings 
Theatre (1027 Flatbush 
Ave. between Beverly 
Road and Tilden Avenue 
in Flatbush), www.king-
stheatre.com. $57. 

MONDAY
Aug. 8

Marvel-ous
For this month’s 
Franklin Park Reading 
Series, we are most 
excited about novel-
ist and feminist critic 
Roxane Gay, who will 
soon be co-writing 
the new Marvel 
comic book “Black 
Panther: World of 
Wakanda” with Ta-
Nehisi Coates — a 
spin-off that stars the 
African king’s female 
bodyguards (pic-
tured). And the bar 
also serves $4 drafts 
during the reading! 

8 pm at Franklin Park (618 
St. Johns Pl. between 
Classon and Franklin ave-
nues in Crown Heights, 
www.franklinparkbrook-
lyn.com). Free.

TUESDAY
Aug. 9

Funny girl
Filmmaker and 
author Negin Farsad 
has literally written 
the book on comedy 
— the book being 
“How to Make White 
People Laugh.” 
Tonight the Muslim 
jokester will perform 
before the epitome 
of white-appealing 
comedy — a screen-
ing of “Comedian,” 
the documentary 
about Jerry Seinfeld’s 
return to stand-up.

7:30 pm at Nitehawk 
Cinema [136 Metropolitan 
Ave. between Wythe 
Avenue and Berry Street 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
384–3980, www.nite-
hawkcinema.com]. $16.

WEDNESDAY
Aug. 10

A-maze-ing 
music
Get ready to dance, 
magic, dance at this 
outdoor screening of 
the fantasy puppet 
musical “Labyrinth,” 
starring David Bowie 
as the Goblin King. 
With an opening per-
formance by Donny 
McCaslin Group, the 
band who backed 
Bowie on “Blackstar,” 
his final album.

8 pm at the Bric Celebrate 
Brooklyn! Festival 
[Prospect Park Bandshell, 
enter at Ninth Street and 
Prospect Park West in 
Park Slope, (718) 683–
5600, www.bricartsmedia.
org/cb]. Free.

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, AUG. 5
MUSIC, REGINA OPERA AT SUMMER 

STROLL: The company will perform 
opera songs and popular selections. 
Free. 7 pm. Summer Stroll Concert 
Stage [7414 Third Ave. between 74th 
Street and Bay Ridge Parkway in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 259–2772], www.regi-
naopera.org. 

FILM, KEVIN GEEKS OUT ABOUT THE 
DEVIL: The comedian teams up with 
Paul Murphy and Tenebrous Kate to 
host a video variety show about pop 
culture’s greatest villain: Satan! $13. 
7 pm. Morbid Anatomy Museum 
[424 Third Ave. at Seventh Street in 
Gowanus, (347) 799–1017], www.
morbidanatomymuseum.org. 

MUSIC, MORGAN HERITAGE, BRIT-
ISH DEPENDENCY: A night of 
reggae music, as part of BRIC’s Cel-
ebrate Brooklyn! Festival. Free. 7:30 
pm. Prospect Park Band Shell [Pros-
pect Park West and Ninth Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 965–8900], www.
bricartsmedia.org/cb. 

FILM, CARTUNA: The Brooklyn Fire 
Proof Summer Screening Series 
presents a night of animated com-
edy for adults. Free. 8 pm. The Alley 
(119 Ingraham St. between Porter 
and Knickerbocker avenues in Bush-
wick), brooklynfi reproofstages.com/
screeningseries. 

FILM, “MORRIS FROM AMERICA”: 
A coming-of-age comedy about 
an American teen who moves to 
Germany and falls for his older 
classmate. With a band before the 
screening and a dance after-party. 
$15. 8 pm. Industry City (274 36th St. 
between Second and Third avenues 
in Sunset Park), www.rooftopfi lms.
com. 

MUSIC, F-ANA’S KICKOFF BENEFIT: 
Help kick off F-ANA, a project that 
seeks to combat anorexia and other 
body dysmorphic diseases. Open 
bar from 8:30-11:30 pm. $20. 8 pm. 
Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in Gow-
anus, (718) 855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

“STAR WARS: The Force Awakens”: 
Han and Chewie are back! Free. 8 
pm to 10pm. WNYC Transmitter 
Park [West St. and Greenpoint Av-
enue in Greenpoint, (347) 987–2765], 
www.nycgovarks.org. 

SAT, AUG. 6
OUTDOORS, REVOLUTIONARY GAR-

DEN: Learn essential gardening 
techniques and help keep the Revo-
lutionary Garden clean, green, and 
beautiful. RSVP suggested. Free. 11 
am–1 pm. Fort Green Park Momu-
ment (Willoughby Avenue and Cum-
berland Street in Fort Greene), www.
fortgreenepark.org. 

TAP AND CORK BEER AND WINE 
FEST: Sip and sample your way 
through a curated selection of more 
than 60 craft beer and artisanal 
wines while enjoying tasty bites, live 
music and performances. $25–$50. 
2–8 pm. Restoration Plaza [1368 Ful-
ton St. at Marcy Avenue in Bedford-
Stuyvesant, (718) 636–6996], www.
restorationplaza.org. 

NIGHTLIFE, DUMBO BURLESQUE: 
Tantalizing burlesque performances 
and death-defying aerial acts. $30–
$50. The Hall at MP [470 Driggs Ave. 
at N 10th Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 387–4001], www.thehallbrook-
lyn.com. 

NIGHTLIFE, TARGET FIRST SATUR-
DAY — CARIBBEAN CULTURE: 
Celebrates Caribbean heritage with 
an evening of music, dance, and per-
formances. Free. 5–10 pm. Brook-
lyn Museum [200 Eastern Pkwy. at 
Washington Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], www.
brooklynmuseum.org. 

MUSIC, IVY MEISSNE, SPACE CAP-
TAIN, CHARLOTTE CORNFIELD: 
$10. 7 pm. Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], www.
littlefi eldnyc.com. 

MUSIC, “THE HUBBLE CANTATA”: 
This event combines music, elec-
tronics, and fi lmed sequences with 
photographs and footage from the 
Hubble telescope. With opening 
band Tigue. Part of BRIC’s Celebrate 

See 9 DAYS on page 10

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

FRI, AUG 5
EVENT, HILLSONG CONFERENCE 

2016: A conference of Christian 
churches. $209. Times TBA.

TUE, AUG 9
TALK, BEYOND SPORT UNITED 

2016: A conversation about mak-
ing sports more inclusive. $495. 
8 am.

THU, AUG 11
MUSIC, BARBRA STREISAND: 

$105–$615. 8 pm.

SAT, AUG 13

MUSIC, BARBRA STREISAND: 

$105–$615. 8 pm.

WED, AUG 17

MUSIC, BLINK-182:  $40–$75. 7 pm.

THU, AUG 18

MUSIC, WWE SUMMERSLAM 

CONCERT: With Flo Rida and 

special guest Jason Derulo. 

$35–$90. 7 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to 
introduce Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and the 
New York Daily News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Thursday at 4:45 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-
out segments, can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH THURSDAY AT 4:45PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, 
and, of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn 
Paper radio is the only webcast where you’ll 
hear Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira 
Eisen berg, Anthony Weiner, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and two-time guest Borough 
President Eroc Adams.

So tune in each week live Thursdays at 4:45 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes, 
Stitcher, and Mixlr.

Cross connections: The rock ’n’ roll evangelical church Hill-
song finishes its three-day conference at Barclays Center 
on Aug. 5.

COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER
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Let Us Be 
Your Next Stop!

Unemployed or want a career change?
Interested in Culinary Arts or Healthcare?

Get back on track and back to school 
this fall with our affordable training 
programs for only $75!

No financial aid required!
No student loans to repay! Kin
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Included in the $75 cost of training:  
Job Placement Assistance 
Full Employment Readiness Services  

Disclaimer: This workforce solution was funded by a grant awarded by the U.S. Department of Labor’s Employment and Training Administration. The solution 

warranties, or assurances of any kind, express or implied, with respect to such information, including any information on linked sites and including, but not limited 
to, accuracy of the information or its completeness, timeliness, usefulness, adequacy, continued availability, or ownership. This program is an equal opportunity 
employer/program and auxiliary aids and services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities.  

   718-368-4637
 www.cewdkbcc.com

 

College Enrollment Readiness Services 
Personal & Financial Counseling

Q         B

Q/B Line > 
Brighton Beach > 
eastbound B1 > 
KCC or 
Q/B Line > 
Sheepshead Bay 
> B49 > KCC

Space is limited. Classes begin early September.  To be eligible to apply, individuals must be 18 years or older, 
hold a high school diploma or GED, and be legally authorized to work inthe United States. Other eligibility 
requirements may apply.

CEWD

162 Montague St, 2nd Fl, Brooklyn Heights
(718) 522-5555/58  Fax: (718) 522-7555
www.nanatori.com  OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

FREE
DELIVERY

$10 
MIN

Fine Japanese cuisine, 
plus full sushi bar, for 

lunch or dinner

 
 

 

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

I
t’s a princess story told by a queen!

Kids at Greenlight Bookstore this 
weekend will hear about kick-ass prin-

cesses who defy gender norms from a 
glitter-bedecked storyteller who does the 
same. At the store’s Drag Queen Story 
Hour on Aug. 6, Bedford-Stuyvesant 
drag performer Ona Louise will hold 
court, reading from the book “Tatter-
hood: Feminist Folktales from Around 
the World.” The book’s publisher hopes 
the event will teach kids that being a 
girl — or a boy — does not limit what 
they can wear.

“As a parent, I’m always looking for 
ways to see beyond gender stereotypes 
— like pink is for girls and blue is for 
boys can be really depressing,” said Ra-
chel Aimee from Feminist Press. “Drag 
Queen Story Hour teaches kids they can 
wear whatever they want regardless of 
gender. It embraces the idea that dress-
ing up and being pretty is something 
that can be fun and available to boys 
and girls.”

The story hour will be a first for Ona 
Louise, although her male alter-ego, Jon-
athan Hamilt, has spent plenty of time 
with kids, and he hopes that Ona’s per-
formance will open their eyes to new 
possibilities.

“I have lots of friends who have kids, 
I babysit them — not in drag,” said 
Hamilt. “This will be my first debut 
working with children while in drag. 
It will be interesting to see their re-
action and how they deal with that. I 
hope they have questions, I think it’s 
really important. They should be ex-
posed to different gender presentations 
— not everything is black and white. 
Just be you.”

The title story of “Tatterhood” in-
volves a rough-and-tumble princess 
who beats up trolls with a giant spoon, 
and Hamilt says that the feminist sto-
ries offer better lessons than most tra-
ditional fairy tales.

“They are not detrimental like the 
Cinderellas and the Sleeping Beauties 
— all of these misogynistic stories. It 
doesn’t teach kids anything that’s go-
ing to be helpful in the future,” he said. 

“These are such strong female charac-
ters that don’t rely on men.”

The event, inspired by a popular series 
in San Francisco, is new for Greenlight, 
but it fits with the bookstore’s mission 
of promoting equality and understand-
ing, said the store’s co-owner.

“It’s always important for us to high-
light queer voices, and people of color, 
and other marginalized voice — and 
create great programming for kids, so 
this felt like a nice combination of the 
two,” said Jessica Stockton Bagnulo. 
“I think it’ll have a great response. I 
feel like our audiences are really go-
ing to enjoy it.”

Hamilt, a Georgia native, thinks the 
story hour will go over better with the 
liberal parents of Brownstone Brooklyn 
than it would in his home state. 

“I definitely could not do this in Geor-
gia, that’s for sure,” he said. 

Drag Queen Story Hour at Green-
light Bookstore [686 Fulton St. between 
S. Elliott Place and S. Portland Avenue 
in Fort Greene (718) 246–0200, www.
greenlightbookstore.com]. Aug. 6 at 11 
am. Free. 

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

T
alk about cat fancy!

Portraits of felines dressed up 
in elaborate outfits will gussy up 

a fence below the Brooklyn Bridge 
this summer, as part of the fifth an-
nual “The Fence” outdoor photog-
raphy exhibit, on display until Sept. 
20. The camerawoman behind the 
“Feline Couture” pictures says that 
the images are the next evolution of 
pictures she took as a child. 

“I’ve done animal-centric projects 
my whole life and I dressed my cat 
when I was 10. I had doll clothes, 
he was really tolerant,” said  Robin 
Schwartz . “I just played with him 

and photographed him. I haven’t 
changed, I haven’t matured — I just 
know a little more technically.”

The two cats in Schwartz’s stills 
— Gia and Starr Pritchard — are 
Cornish Rexs, known for their ex-
cellent dexterity and keenness to get 
into trouble. But during the shoot, 
even while wearing their elaborate 
wardrobes and fancy jewelry, the 
two felines were the perfect sub-
jects — patient, comfortable, and 
poised, said Schwartz.

“They were professionals — it 
wasn’t hard. It was amazing. They 
are all individuals. Just like hu-
mans, these cats are unique,” she 
said. “They are like monkeys. They 
are real smart and use their hands, 

they get into trouble a lot.”
And the outfits they wore are 

just as extraordinary — intri-
cately stitched and crafted by de-

signers from all around the world, 
said Schwartz. 

“It’s pretty extreme. The clothes 
and the details, they are expensive, 

they are really beautiful,” she said. 
“Those hats come from Israel. It’s 
very serious, and they are beauti-
ful.”

Schwartz, who lives in faraway 
New Jersey, has experience with 
getting the best poses out of other 
animals too — monkeys, pigs, and 
dogs, she said. 

“That’s all I’ve done all my life. 
That’s who I am,” she said. “This 
year I did swimming pigs in the Ba-
hamas. That’s my niche.”

Schwartz’s stills of the  swimming 
swines  were published in The New 
York Times. 

“The Fence” exhibition features 
the work of 40 photographers, dis-
played along fences in three sec-
tions of the park. The section la-
beled “Creatures,” where Schwartz’s 
photos appear, is in Fulton Ferry 
Park, while images of “Home,” 
“Nature,” and “People,” “Play,” and 
“Streets” appear on Water Street, 
and in Brooklyn Bridge Park’s Pier 
Two and Pier Six.

“The Fence” at Brooklyn Bridge 
Park [1 Water St. at New Dock 
Street in Dumbo, (718) 222–9939, 
fence.photoville.com].  Through 
Sept. 20. Free.

She’s holding court
Drag queen reads fairy tales to kids

Glamourpuss
Fancy feline photos dress 
up Brooklyn Bridge Park

Story in prints: Ona Louise will read “Tatterhood: 
Feminist Folktales from Around the World” during 
Drag Queen Story Hour at Greenlight Bookstore.
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All dolled up: This image by Robin Schwartz, of Gia in an elabo-
rate outfit and hat, is on display as part of “The Fence” in Brook-
lyn Bridge Park.
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Brooklyn! Festival. Free. 
7:30 pm. Prospect Park 
Band Shell [Prospect Park 
West and Ninth Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 965–8900], 
www.bricartsmedia.org/cb.  

“THE WIZARD OF OZ”: A 
marionette version of Doro-
thy’s adventures in Oz, with 
an original Country/West-
ern score. $10 ($9 kids). 
12:30 pm and 2:30 pm. Pup-
petworks [338 Sixth Ave. at 
Fourth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 965–3391], www.pup-
petworks.org. 

CONEY ISLAND HALL OF 
FAME INDUCTION: The 
Coney Island History Proj-
ect honors those people 
and institutions who have 
shaped the entertainment 
district, including the Won-
der Wheel, Gargiulo’s Res-
taurant, and the “Wizards 
of Eighth Street.” Kiosks will 
recognize past honorees, 
and retro tunes will play. 
Free. 1–6 pm. Dreamland 
Plaza Stage (Boardwalk at 
W. 12th Street in Coney Is-
land), www.coneyislandhis-
tory.org. 

HINDU LAMP CEREMONY: 
Aeilushi Mistry performs the 
traditional Aarti ceremony 
at the park, followed by a 
dance performance. Free. 4 
pm to 8 pm. Pebble Beach  
in Brooklyn Bridge Park (Old 
Fulton Street and Furman 
Street in Columbia Heights), 
www.nycgovparks.org. 

GARDEN GROOVES: Enjoy 
the sounds of live music 
from local musicians. Free. 
6 pm to 8:30 pm. Greene 
Acres Community Garden 
[334 Franklin Ave. in Clinton 
Hill, (212) 333–2552]. 

MUSIC, “YAAD HERITAGE”: 
The Braata Folk Singers 
celbrate Yaad culture with 
groups and singers from 
Jamaica, Tobago, and Guy-
ana. $25 ($10 kids). 8 pm. 
Kumble Theater at Long 
Island University [DeKalb 
and Flatbush avenues in 
Downtown, (718) 488–1624], 
www.brooklyn.liu.edu/
kumbletheater. 

COMEDY, THE WEEKEND 
DROP: A rootin’-tootin’ 
weekly standup show in Wil-
liamsburg. Hosted by Ca-
mille Theobald, Camille Har-
ris, and Mo Fathelbab. $10 
($8 in advance). 9 pm. The 
Experiment Comedy Gal-
lery (272 Grand St. between 
Roebling and Havemeyer 
streets in Williamsburg), 
thexcomedy.com. 

WILDCAT CABARET: A sen-
suous and surreal night of 
burlesque performance 
and awe-inspiring circus 
skill. $35-$45. 10 pm. The 
Hall at MP [470 Driggs Ave. 
between N. 10th and N. 
11th streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 387–4001], www.the-
hallbrooklyn.com. 

SUN, AUG. 7
READING, “MERMAID AND 

NEPTUNE CROWNS”: 
Author Melanie Hope 
Greenberg reads her book 
about mermaids. Free. 11 
am. Brooklyn Bridge Park 
Pier 6 (Furman Street at 
Atlantic Avenue in Brooklyn 
Heights), www.brooklyn-
bridgepark.org.

FAMILY, SHIRA AND 
FRIENDS: The kids’ band 
sings about monsters under 
the bed. Free. 11 am–1 
pm. Brooklyn Bridge Park 
Pier 6 (Furman Street at 
Atlantic Avenue in Brooklyn 
Heights), www.brooklyn-
bridgepark.org.

WATERFRONT WORKOUTS: 
Join this fun-fi lled, calorie-
burning Zumba class led by 
a YMCA instructor. Free. 
4:30 pm. Brooklyn Bridge 
Park, Pier 6 [Atlantic Avenue 
at Furman Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–9939], 
www.brooklynbridgepark.
org.  

MON, AUG. 8
TALK, ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 

CARE FOR CARETAKERS: 
A support groups for care-
takers of patients, and for 
patients themselves. Free. 
5 pm. New York Methodist 
Hospital [506 Sixth St. be-
tween Seventh and Eighth 
avenues in Park Slope, (866) 
362–7148], www.nym.org. 

FILM, “MOONSTRUCK”: 
Enjoy a screening of the 
1987 romantic comedy 
where a romance between 
Cher and Nicolas Cage 
blooms on Brooklyn streets. 
Free. 7 pm. Brooklyn His-
torical Society [128 Pier-
repont St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222–4111], www.brooklyn-
history.org. 

WATERFRONT WORKOUTS: 
Join this Ballet Barre work-
out for a strength and fl ex-
ibility workout. Free. 7 pm. 
Brooklyn Bridge Park, Pier 6 
[Atlantic Avenue at Furman 
Street in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 222–9939], www.
brooklynbridgepark.org.  

TUES, AUG. 9
SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-

CLONES VS. VERMONT 
LAKE MONSTERS: Start-
ing at $10. 7 pm. MCU Park 
[1904 Surf Ave. at W. 17th 
St. in Coney Island, (718) 
449–8497], www.brooklyn-
cyclones.com. 

“THE WINTER’S TALE”: 
Shakespeare’s rom-com 
presented by the New York 
Classical Theatre. Free. 7 
pm. Brooklyn Bridge Park, 
Pier 1 (Old Fulton St. and 
Furman Street in Columbia 
Heights), www.nycgov-
parks.org. 

COMEDY, PUNDERDOME 
3000: Experience New York 
City’s monthly competitive 
pun-crafting show created 
and hosted by comedian Jo 
Firestone and her “Rodney 

Dangerfi eld impersonator” 
alleged dad, Fred. $10 ($8 
in advance). 8 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

FILM, “RESERVOIR DOGS”: 
This Tuesday night fi lm se-
ries on the Red Hook water-
front has views of the harbor 
and the Statue of Liberty 
as a backdrop. Free. 8:30 
pm. Valentino Pier (Coffey 
Street at Ferris Street in Red 
Hook), www.redhookfl icks.
com. 

WED, AUG. 10
TALK, COMPOSTING 101: 

Audubon New York and 
the NYC Compost Project 
teach you how to transform 
food scraps into compost 
gold. Meet at the Shelter 
Pavilion inside McGolrick 
Park. Free. 6 pm. McGolrick 
Park [Nassau Avenue be-
tween Monitor and Russell 
streets in Greenpoint, (212) 
979–3077], ny.audubon.org/
composting101. 

TALK, “CROWN HEIGHTS 
ENCOUNTERS — LISTEN-
ING BACK, MOVING FOR-
WARD”: A refl ection on the 
history and future of Crown 
Heights, 25 years after the 
riots. With performances 
and a panel discussion. 
Free. 6:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 Pier-
repont St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 

222–4111], www.brooklyn-
history.org. 

FILM, MOVIES AND MALT — 
“SPLASH”: See the New 
York mermaid fi lm in the 
front yard of the Coney 
Island brewery. Free. 7:30 
pm. Coney Island Brewery 
(1904 Surf Ave. at W. 17th 
Street in Coney Island). 

FILM, “THE STRANGE LOVE 
OF MARTHA IVERS”: Re-
visit the glory of Old Hol-
lywood with this series of 
classic fi lms starring Kirk 
Douglas and Sidney Poitier. 
Free. 8 pm. Target Brooklyn 
Community Garden [933 
Bedford Ave. at Willoughby 
Street in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant, (212) 333–2552], www.
nycgovparks.org/events/
free_summer_movies. 

FILM, THE MUPPET VAULT — 
GONZO THE GREAT!: A 
screening of Gonzo-centric 
episodes and clips featuring 
the big-nosed, chicken-
fi xated weirdo. $8. 8 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at 
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, 
(718) 638–4400], www.
unionhallny.com. 

COMEDY, DRUNK TED 
TALKS: Get Animated: Join 
a panel of highly intelligent 
-- yet belligerently drunk 
-- people discuss the topic 
of animation. There will be 
PowerPoints and lots of 
laughs. $5. 8 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

THURS, AUG. 11
KAYAKING: Glide along the 

waters. Children under 18 
must have a guardian or 
parent present. No experi-
ence necessary. Free. 5:30 
pm. Brooklyn Bridge Park, 
Pier Two (Enter at Furman 
Street and Old Fulton Street 
in Dumbo), www.nycgov-
parks.org.  

FILM, “SELMA”: Get a view 
of the Manhattan skyline 
from Brooklyn Bridge Park 
while you spread a blanket 
and watch the fi lm. Movies 
begin at sunset. Free. 6 pm. 
Brooklyn Bridge Park, Pier 
1 [Furman Street at Old Ful-
ton Street in Dumbo, (718) 
222–9939], www.brooklyn-
bridgepark.org. 

ART, “THE PRINT EDITION” 
CLOSING COCKTAILS: 
Enjoy signature cocktails 
while perusing a color-
ful selection of prints from 
23 emerging artists. Free. 
6–8:30 pm. Ground Floor 
Gallery (343 Fifth St. be-
tween Fifth and Sixth av-
enues in Park Slope), www.
groundfl oorbk.com. 

TALK, “BAD ADVICE FROM 
BAD WOMEN”: Join some 
of the city’s best women 
writers. With Niina Polari, 
Natasha Stagg, Melissa 
Gira Grant, Chloe Caldwell, 
Jade Sharma, and Ruth 
Curry. Free. 7 pm. Word 
Bookstore [126 Franklin St. 
between Milton and Noble 
streets in Greenpoint, (718) 

383–0096], www.word-
brooklyn.com. 

FAMILY, CREATURES OF THE 
NIGHT: Explore the park 
after dark with expert natu-
ralist Paul Keim, who dis-
cusses the ecological role of 
bats and nocturnal insects. 
Advance registration is re-
quired. $10 per person (fam-
ily of 4 discount available). 7 
pm to 9 pm. Prospect Park 
Audubon Center [Enter 
park at Lincoln Road and 
Ocean Avenue in Prospect 
Park, (718) 287–3400], www.
prospectpark.org/audubon. 

THEATER, “JULIUS CAESAR”: 
Hip to Hip Theatre Com-
pany celebrates its 10th 
season of Free Shakespeare 
in the Parks with a perfor-
mance of the tragedy. Free. 
7:30 pm. Fort Greene Park 
Visitor Center [Enter park at 
Myrtle Avenue and Wash-
ington Park in Fort Greene, 
(718) 722–3218]. 

THEATER, “THAT WHICH 
ISN’T”: Playwright Mat-
thew Freeman’s spare play 
about the limits of human 
forgiveness and the way 

we remember those we’ve 
left behind. 8 pm. The Brick 
[575 Metropolitan Ave. at 
Lorimer Street in Williams-
burg, (718) 907–6189], www.
bricktheater.com. 

THEATER, “QUIET, COM-
FORT”: The audience joins 
the actors on a giant bed 
that fi lls the entire stage 
for this piece about travel, 
fi rst-world privilege, and the 
danger of a life lived alone. 
$15. 8 pm. Jack (505 Wa-
verly Ave. between Fulton 
Street and Atlantic Avenue 
in Clinton Hill), www.jackny.
org. 

COMEDY, MORTIFIED: Co-
medians reveal their teen-
age diaries, letters, and 
home movies. $10. 8 pm. 
Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

FRI, AUG. 12
SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-

CLONES VS. WEST VIR-
GINIA BLACK BEARS: 
Starting at $10. 7 pm. MCU 
Park [1904 Surf Ave. at W. 
17th St. in Coney Island, 
(718) 449–8497], www.
brooklyncyclones.com. 

MUSIC, KOOL & THE GANG: 
A Funk Fest Celebration, 
with Morris Day & The Time, 
Bootsy’s Rubber Band, and 
Doug E. Fresh. $20–$55. 
7 pm. Ford Amphitheater 
at Coney Island Boardwalk 
(3052 W. 21st St. at the 
Boardwalk in Coney Island, 
www.coneyislandlive.com). 

MUSIC, DR. DOG: The psyche-
delic pop group performs. 
Free. 7:30 pm. Prospect 
Park Band Shell [Prospect 
Park West and Ninth Street 
in Park Slope, (718) 965–
8900], www.bricartsmedia.
org/cb. 

MUSIC, “DIDO AND AE-
NEAS”: The Brooklyn Music 
School Playhouse presents 
the opera about the after-
math of the Trojan War. 
$10–$20. 7:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Music School Playhouse [126 
St. Felix St. between Lafay-
ette Avenue and Hanson 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
638–5660], brooklynmusic-
school.org. 

FILM, “THE FILMS OF 
TWIGGS GORIE AND 
JOSAFAT CONCEPCION”: 
A program of avant-garde, 
all-analog horror shorts. 
Free. 8 pm. The Alley (119 
Ingraham St. between Por-
ter and Knickerbocker av-
enues in Bushwick), brook-
lynfi reproofstages.com/
screeningseries. 

“INSIDE OUT”: What really 

goes on inside a kid’s head? 
Find out in this kid-friendly 
fl ick. Free. 8 pm. Trans-
mitter Park [West Street 
at Greenpoint Avenue in 
Greenpoint, (347) 987–
2765], www.nycgovarks.org. 

MUSIC, ’90S HIP HOP AND 
R&B SING-ALONG: Dance 
and sing along to music 
videos from Usher, Salt-N-
Pepa, Ginuwine, Mariah 
Carey, and more. $10. 9:30 
pm. Union Hall [702 Union 
St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

BURLESQUE AT THE BEACH 
— JONNY PORKPIE: $15. 
10 pm. Sideshows by the 
Seashore [1208 Surf Ave. 
between W. 12th Street and 
Stillwell Avenue in Coney Is-
land, (718) 372–5159], www.
coneyisland.com. 

SAT, AUG. 13
TOUR, WALT WHITMAN 

WALKING TOUR OF FORT 
GREENE PARK: Explore the 
park’s to poet Walt Whit-
man. Tour includes special 
musical performance of 
Whitman’s poetry! Free. 
11 am–12:30 pm. Fort 
Green Park Momument 
(Willoughby Avenue and 
Cumberland Street in Fort 
Greene), www.fortgree-
nepark.org. 

NORTH SUMMER STROLLS: 
A block party with a rock 
climbing wall, hula hoops, 
bubbles, giveaways by 
local businesses, and more. 
Free. 5–9 pm. (Fifth Avenue 
between Dean Street and 
Sterling Place in Park Slope), 
www.parkslopefi fthavenue-
bid.com. 

MUSIC, NANNE & ANKIE: 
The Dutch folksingers per-
form a repertoire of histori-
cal songs about Henry Hud-
son. Free. 2 pm and 4 pm. 
Waterfront Museum Barge 
[290 Conover St. near Reed 
Street in Red Hook, (718) 
624–4719], www.waterfront-
museum.org. 

BURLESQUE AT THE BEACH 
— MAIM THAT TUNE: 
Strippers perform to the 
worst songs they can fi nd. 
$15. 10 pm. Sideshows by 
the Seashore [1208 Surf Ave. 
between W. 12th Street and 
Stillwell Avenue in Coney Is-
land, (718) 372–5159], www.
coneyisland.com. 

CONFETTI QUEER DANCE 
PARTY: Put on your fi ercest 
outfi t and make your booty 
bounce all night! $10 ($7 
before midnight). 10 pm–4 
am. Bell House [149 Seventh 
St. at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus, (718) 643–6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 8

LIST YOUR EVENT…
To list your event in Nine Days In Brooklyn, please give us two weeks notice or more. Send your list-
ing by e-mail: calendar@cnglocal.com, or submit the information online at www.brooklynpaper.com/
events/submit. We are no longer accepting submissions by mail. Listings are free and printed on a 
space available basis. We regret we cannot take listings over the phone.

Keeping their Kool: The funk masters behind “Jungle Boogie” and “Ladies Night” hit the People’s Play-
ground on their Keep the Funk Alive Tour. Kool & the Gang will light up the Coney Island Amphitheater on 
Aug. 12, along with supporting acts Morris Day and the Time, Bootsy’s Rubber Band, and Doug E. Fresh.
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For more information and to find out about our other 
great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch, call 
800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must open a Flushing Bank Complete Checking Plus account. Get the complete 
access and control you desire with a competitive interest rate and banking on-the-go with our 
Flushing Bank Mobile2 app.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New money only. APY effective July 5. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be 
transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. A new Complete Checking Plus account 
with a $5,000 minimum initial deposit is required to receive the CD with the advertised rate. Certain fees and restrictions may apply. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance 
is $5,000. A new checking account is not required for IRA accounts. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details. 2 Flushing Bank Mobile Banking is available to all Flushing Bank online 
banking users. Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

18-Month CD

1.25%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1
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“If we steered clear of ev-
ery topic that could offend 
someone, we couldn’t open 
our mouths,” says Lisa Lam-
panelli, whose entire act is 
making fun of absolutely 
everyone. That might not 
be your thing. But if it’s not, 
stay home.

Instead, audiences are 
coming in, sitting down, and 
demanding that comics not 
say anything crude or cruel. 
But when my idea of cruel is 
your idea of hilarious, my su-
per-sensitivity automatically 
wins. I get to declare not just 
that the comic isn’t funny, but 
that he is a bad person and 
needs to be punished.

Consider what happened at 
Washington State University, 
where a student named Chris 
Lee wrote a musical designed 
to offend absolutely everyone. 
In fact, he billed it as such. But 
one night, the university itself 
requested 40 tickets. 

Those ticket holders came 
in and started shouting, “I’m 
offended!” They stood up and 
shook their fists. The shouts 

J
ust a few weeks after 
the terror attacks of 
9-11, Gilbert Gottfried 

took to the stage of the Fri-
ar’s Club and explained he 
had to leave early to catch a 
plane to California. 

“I couldn’t get a direct 
f light,” he said. “We have 
to make a stop at the Em-
pire State Building.”

The crowd booed and 
someone yelled, “Too soon!” 
But in fact, Gottfried’s tim-
ing was impeccable. 

He told the joke before the 
invention of Twitter.

Also before outrage be-
came America’s consuming 
passion.

The rollicking new doc-
umentary, “Can We Take a 
Joke?” brings our lust for um-
brage into sharp focus. Au-
diences, it points out, have 
become hypersensitive — 
especially on campus. Chris 
Rock and Jerry Seinfeld have 
both sworn off college gigs, 
because, as Rock put it, “You 
can’t even be offensive on your 
way to being inoffensive.” 

And so the film, by docu-
mentarian Ted Balaker with 
support from the free-speech 
advocacy group the Founda-
tion for Individual Rights in 

Education (FIRE), interviews 
comedians both famous and 
up-and-coming about how 
they’re dealing with the on-
slaught of offendedness.

One interviewee, stand-up 
Jim Norton, has worked his 
frustration into his routine. 

“Why is comedy the only 
form of the arts where people 
think they have to agree with, 
or approve the content?” he 
asks. “You don’t walk through 
a museum with a towel and 
throw it over paintings you 
don’t like (saying) ‘I don’t 
want anybody else seeing this 
because I don’t enjoy it.’ ”

Comedy’s job is, as George 
Carlin once said, “to find 
where the line is drawn 
and cross it deliberately.” 
That’s been the comedian’s 
job ever since the first jester 
joked about the king’s much 
younger wife. 

The authority identified 
the need for a “bus rapid tran-
sit” system route between the 
nabes in a 2009 study, about a 
year after the first select bus 
hit the streets. At the time, 
people made around 56,000 
bus trips between or within 
Bushwick and Downtown 
per day, of which 4,000 were 
“long and slow,” according 
to the report. 

A trip from the Myrtle-
Wyckoff station to Jay Street–
MetroTech stop takes about 
a half hour on the M and F 
trains, which requires a trip 
across the East River and back 

again. A straight shot on Myr-
tle Avenue on the existing B54 
bus during rush hour takes 
about 50 minutes, according 
to Google Maps.

The transit authority is also 
hoping to add another select 
service along Flatbush Ave-
nue from Livingston Street 
Downtown to Avenue V in 
Marine Park, according to 
the Statewide Transporta-
tion Improvement Program 
documents.

There are already two of 
the speedy routes in the bor-
ough — the B44 from Wil-
liamsburg to Sheepshead Bay, 
and the B46 from Bedford-
Stuyvesant to Marine Park. 

Continued from page 1

EXPRESS...

I 
hate being a parent some-
times — especially when I 
see my kids make mistakes 

I should have been better at 
warning them about. And then 
I remember: mistakes are un-
avoidable and loss is impossi-
ble to prevent. And only dur-
ing the aftermath of mistakes 
and loss do we learn how to 
deal with it and move on. That 
I can try to influence. 

It is absolutely heartbreak-
ing to watch them, but it is 
necessary to learn how to 
deal with consequences — 
like a muscle we have to use 
to make us strong. We have 
to practice offering ourselves 
compassion and yet also be-
ing hard enough on ourselves 
not to repeat the action that 
might threaten again what 
we have.

Sometimes we take things 
we have for granted, making it 
hard to see our blessings after 
a while, because we get used 
to them like a salesgirl in a 
perfume shop — numb to even 
the most pungent things. 

Because of our numbness, 
we forget to appreciate what 
we have. We are blasé, and we 
break the rules, and the con-
sequences can be dire. Only 
when it’s too late does appre-
ciation surface. This is when 
real lessons are learned. 

Kids have to learn this phe-
nomenon of appreciation first-
hand. We cannot warn them 
enough, or explain the feel-
ings of shame and loss that 
come when we make a mis-
take, and lose the thing we 
had that we failed to appre-
ciate. It is a lesson only vis-
cerally experienced to truly 
understand. 

I spent a week recently at 
a retreat on Mindfulness at 
the Omega Institute upstate. 

The class focused specifically 
on how to build our aware-
ness of ourselves and others 
directly in relation to edu-
cation. But the truth is that 
what the teacher Daniel Re-
chtschaffen really taught us 
was how to have compassion 
for ourselves, and how that 
very self-compassion might 
allow us to have compassion 
for others.

It might as well have been 
a lesson for parents, or chil-
dren, or spouses. It might as 
well have been a lesson for 
any leaders, or any workers. 
No matter what side of things 
you’re on, mistakes will al-
ways be made, and how you 
handle forgiveness of your-
self and others is always going 
to mean a lot for your qual-
ity of life. 

I hate to be angry at any-
one. It happens a fair amount 
— especially my self-anger — 
and I have to be vigilant in my 
practice of forgiveness. I guess 
that is what is so heartbreak-
ing about seeing my kids get 
into trouble. I am most afraid 
of their self-anger building. 
We have to be with ourselves 
all the time, and that lack of 
forgiveness for our actions 
can be paralyzing. It is im-
portant not to gloss over their 
actions, but it is also impor-
tant to help them put it into 
a context where they might 
understand and forgive them-
selves and work toward learn-
ing how not to repeat actions 
that are harmful to themselves 
and others. Ugh. 

Being a parent is not easy. 
Nor is being a child. 

And so it is that we go 
through these learning experi-
ences, and we understand the 
necessity of practicing com-
passion, together. 

Mistakes and 
compassion

Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

Our endangered sense of humor

By Lenore Skenazy

grew into threats. And guess 
what?

Turns out the univer-
sity had paid them to at-
tend and disrupt the show. 
When Chris asked the cops 
for protection, they wouldn’t 
promise it. He had become 
someone not worth saving, 
because he was politically 
incorrect. 

Then there’s Justine 
Sacco. The young publi-
cist was on her way to South 
Africa. As she boarded the 
plane she tweeted, “Going 
to Africa. Hope I don’t get 
AIDS. Just kidding. I’m 
white.” She was making 
a lame joke about the way 
whites see Africa, the conti-
nent where her parents had 
worked as anti-racism ac-
tivists. 

But one of her handful 
of Twitter followers as-
sumed this was actually a 
racist remark and retweeted 
it. It got picked up by more 
and more people and by the 
time Sacco got off her 12-
hour flight, she found her-
self the No. 1 trending item 
worldwide on Twitter, with 
people calling for her to be 
raped or killed. 

Because of a bad joke.
Jon Ronson wrote about 

her story in his book, “So 
You’ve Been Publicly 
Shamed.” As he notes in 
the film: The mob that 
took her down wasn’t ac-

tually making the world a 
better place. It was just get-
ting off on outrage.

The same thing happened 
to Gottfried when he joked 
after the 2011 tsunami, “I 
was talking to my Japanese 
real estate agent. I said, ‘Is 
there a school in this area?’ 
She said, ‘Not now. But just 
wait.’ ” He lost his job as the 
Aflac duck, and became 
officially a terrible person 
— more so than after 9-11, 
when we were still able to be 
shocked but move on. 

Now, maybe that wasn’t 
a tasteful joke. But comedy 
does not have to be tasteful. 
It has to be allowed. It is 
free speech. It is the way a 
society copes with its fears 
and stands up to tyranny. 
I’m guessing Vladimir Pu-
tin doesn’t tolerate a lot of 
anti-Putin punchlines.

“Do you really want to 
live in a world where every-
one has to think twice be-
fore they tell any kind of a 
joke?” asks Greg Lukianoff, 
the president of FIRE.

America, lighten up — 
or be prepared for dark 
times. 

“Can We Take a Joke?” 
is showing at Manhattan’s 
Cinema Village through 
Thurs., Aug. 4, and is avail-
able through iTunes and 
on demand through most 
cable and satellite provid-
ers.

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER
twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper

By Caroline Spivack
Brooklyn Paper

The Yule Ball has nothing 
on these celebrations.

Hocus pocus-loving book-
worms brought the wizard-
ing world to Brooklyn when 
they celebrated the release of 
“Harry Potter & the Cursed 
Child” on July 31. 

Longtime loyalists were 
keen to celebrate the eighth 
release in a 20-year-old se-
ries that conjures up so many 

memories of their youths — 
and get a little drunk, one tome 
merchant said.

“I think everyone was just 
really excited to have a space 
to nerd out about Harry Potter. 
People came out to have boozy 
fun but at the same time really 
celebrate what Harry Potter 
meant to them,” said Michelle 
Chen of Word bookstore in 
Greenpoint, which hosted 
a Williamsburg warehouse 
party where fans went head-

to-head-to-head at “tri-wiz-
ard” trivia and duked it out 
over “butterbeer” pong.

Muggles also marked the 
occasion with a game of  Quid-
ditch before a Cyclones game 
at MCU Park. 

Prestidigitators paraded 
around the bases and the Tri-
State Lightning took on the 
New York Basilisks in an ex-
hibition match of Quidditch 
(the real-life adaptation of a 
fictional sport).

MAGIC WORDS
Wizards reappear for ‘Potter’ release

A fan proudly shows his copy of the new book at Word bookstore’s party.
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THREE WAYS TO LOVE

BROOKLYN PAPER and 
BrooklynPaper.com

Your go-to source for a daily 
dose of Brooklyn!

IN PRINT
Pick up Brooklyn 
Paper every 
Friday across 
Greenpoint, 
Williamsburg, 
Bushwick, 
Downtown, and 
Brownstone 
Brooklyn. Each paper 
delivers news, arts, sports, and parenting 
in one package.

ON YOUR COMPUTER, 
PHONE, OR TABLET
No one 
else covers 
Brooklyn like 
BrooklynPaper.
com. The site 
is updated 
throughout the 
day, offering 
the latest local 
coverage with more depth than any other 
web publication.

IN YOUR INBOX, 
NEWSFEED, OR TIMELINE
Brooklyn Paper will come to 
you, too. Follow us on Twitter 
at @Brooklyn_Paper, like us 
on Facebook at Facebook.
com/BrooklynPaper, and 
sign up for our e-mail news-
letter at BrooklynPaper.
com/about/alerts.

T
he Cyclones have faced 
a fair share of ups and 
downs this season — 

struggling to maintain con-
sistency at the plate and in 
the field — but if there is one 
clear positive this summer, 
it has the combined play of 
the infield. 

Second-round pick Pete 
Alonso, third-rounder Blake 
Tiberi, fourth-round selec-
tion Michael Paez and fifth-
rounder Colby Woodmansee 
have all settled into their re-
spective spots and succeeded 
over the last few weeks. 

It’s a growth that has 
Brooklyn manager Tom Gam-
boa feeling more confident 
than ever that his squad can 
make a run at a postseason 
this season. 

Gamboa has been particu-
larly impressed with Alonso, 
whose game reminds him of 

Clones infi eld big part of squad’s success

GO, GO, GO: Gene Cone watches the ball fly during the Cyclones’ loss to the 
Aberdeen IronBirds on July 31.
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Mike Napoli — who Gamboa 
managed in the Angles orga-
nization in 2005.  

“Alonso is like Napoli in 
that they have out of the sta-
dium power not just over the 
fence,” said Gamboa, who 
added that the first baseman 
is a “potential impact bat for 

the Mets.”
The former Florida Gator 

turns his plate appearances 
into grudge matches against 
the men on the mound.

“Every at-bat I try to make 
it personal between me and 
the pitcher,” Alonso said. “Ev-
ery time I go up to the plate 

I try and make it a battle of 
wills so I’m just willing my-
self to get a hit.”

Michael Paez — who 
played in all 73 games for 
the Coastal Carolina team 
that won the College World 
Series last season — is at sec-
ond base and has dealt with 

some growing pains after 
playing at short during his 
college career.

“It’s going to be a learn-
ing curve,” Gamboa said. “It’s 
surprising for his size. You’d 
think he would’ve played sec-
ond base. He’s been shortstop 
every inning of his whole life 
until he played second when 
he signed.” 

“He’s making adjustments 
but tonight he made a cou-
ple of fantastic plays,” the 
Clones skipper added after 
Paez made a handful of stel-
lar plays against the Staten Is-
land Yankees last week. 

Paez was moved because 
the Cyclones already have a 
solid shortstop, as Arizona 
State product Colby Wood-
mansee currently leads the 
New York-Penn League at the 
position with a .986 fielding 
percentage.

“The last player I man-
aged like [Woodmansee] 
would be when Travis Fry-
man was the same age,” Gam-
boa said. “They’re both built 
alike, their skill set is very 
similar.”

Fryamn sepnt 13 years in 
the majors with a career .274 
batting average and .336 on 
base percentage. He currently 
serves as a hitting instructor 
for the Cleveland Indians. 

Third baseman Blake 
Tiberi had a brutal time at 
the plate at the start of the 
season, but didn’t take those 
problems into the field. The 
former Louisville Cardi-
nal standout saw his aver-
age increase and he’s done 
things that don’t show in the 
box score. Against Staten Is-
land, Tiberi ran out a routine 
ball to short and reached on 
a Yankees miscue. He came 
around to score in what would 
be a one-run win.

“That gets lost but it never 
does by managers or coaches 
because you preach that’s why 
you run out every ball,” Gam-
boa said.

Brooklyn’s season hasn’t 
been perfect, but the Cyclones 
have worked to find a rhythm 
and – if the recent play of the 
infield is any indication — 
things are on the upswing for 
the squad. 

By David Russell

Diamond
Dave’s
Cyclones Report

By Dennis Lynch
Brooklyn Paper

It’s a blast from the fu-
ture!

Deno’s Wonder Wheel 
Amusement Park added a fu-
turistic new “seven-dimen-
sion” shoot-em-up attraction 
called the XD Dark Ride that 
puts funhouse fans right in 
the middle of a battle against 
zombies and post-apocalyp-
tic road warriors. Adrenaline 
junkies wear 3D glasses, the 
seats shake, and a serious sur-
round-sound system gives the 
impression you’re in the midst 
of the action. The new thrill 
is a peek into the future of 
amusement parks, where vir-
tual reality will rival the sta-
ple roller coaster, according 
to an operator.

“It’s the way the future is 
going — people are more into 

virtual reality and this is the 
best I’ve seen in any amuse-
ment park that has virtual re-
ality,” said park manager DJ 
Vourderis.

Sure, it’s virtual reality, but 
riders say the thrill is real.

“That right there, that was 
amazing — the graphics, the 
air conditioning, the seats 
moving around. Everything,” 
said John Rosa, who rode with 
his daughter Haylee.

The ride, which resembles 
a shipping container from 
outside, is a 3D-movie the-
ater with chairs that bump, 
sway, and tilt with the action 
— for example, when your 
on-screen car takes a plunge 
off a cliff after plowing into 
a bunch of zombies, the seats 
tip forward.

Each player gets a laser 
gun to shoot baddies, and this 

season, riders can choose to 
battle the undead or “Mad 
Max”-esque, post-apocalyp-
tic “road fighters.”

It’s not just a battle for 
survival either — partici-
pants are vying against one 
another to top the ride’s lea-
derboard.

This is not like any of the 
other classic rides at the park, 
and frankly, this reporter was 
skeptical that a “virtual” ride 
would be as entertaining as 
the nearby Spook-a-Rama and 
Wonder Wheel.

I strapped in for a battle 
against the zombies first and 
was genuinely surprised at 
the immersive experience — 
there were plenty of scary, 
make-you-jump moments, 
and the gyroscopic seats 
moved perfectly with the 
action on screen.

Shoot the geek!
High-tech, laser-gun ride comes to Coney

The battle against the “road 
fighters” was just as good. I 
was bested by a younger gun-
slinger on the leaderboard, 
but still had a good time zap-
ping the mohawked baddies 
off cars they seemingly hi-
jacked from 1985’s “Beyond 
Thunderdome.”

Both rides involved a lot 
of driving, which was a good 
opportunity to show off the 
3D technology. 

Vourderis tried the ride at 
an amusement trade show ear-
lier this year and decided he 
had to have it for the park.

He configured it with 16 
seats and said he may change 
the movies next season — or 
add more. The makers of the 
ride currently offer seven dif-
ferent fil,s, including battles 
against a giant monsters and 
cartoonish pirates.

XD Dark Ride at Deno’s 
Wonder Wheel Park [3059 
Denos Vourderis Pl. near 
Surf Avenue in Coney Is-
land, www.wonderwheel.
com, (718) 372–2592]. Open 
through Sept. 5, 11 am–10 
pm. $8.

Intrepid reporter Dennis Lynch prepares to fight off 
post-apocalyptic road warriors and zombies in the 
new XD Dark Ride in Coney Island.
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718-260-2588
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