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INSIDE: GET THE RIGHT RESULTS WITH OUR CLASSIFIEDS SECTION

Your World  — Your News

By Dennis Lynch
Brooklyn Paper

This is some circular logic!
The city should fix the noto-

riously dangerous nexus at Flat-
bush, Atlantic, and Fourth avenues 
by turning the intersection into a 
roundabout, says a local transpor-
tation expert. Officials are trying 
to make some safety tweaks to 
Times Plaza — the awkward tri-
angular pedestrian island at the 
heart of the havoc — but this ring-
leader says the best answer is to 
go full circle. 

“That’s what roundabouts are 
for — they resolve strange ge-
ometries,” said Jonathan Cohn, 
a transportation architect at Per-
kins Eastman, who also lives a 
few blocks away in Park Slope. 
“This is a situation that calls for 
thinking outside the box.”

Department of Transportation 
officials are in the midst of rede-
signing Times Plaza — and the 
crossings around it — follow-
ing years of complaints by resi-
dents and pols, and Cohn and sev-
eral supporters made their pitch 
at a community workshop last 
Wednesday night. 

Their revolutionary idea is to 
turn the plaza into a circle and 
extend curbs out at each corner 
to create a European-style round-
about. 

Pedestrians could shuff le 
around what would become short 

TALKING IN CIRCLES
Transportation buff: Replace treacherous intersection with roundabout

crosswalks over each street or, 
in one configuration, cross into 
the center of the roundabout and 
exit in any direction they please, 
Cohn said.

“If you could go out to the cir-
cle, then you could go straight to 
where you are going, you wouldn’t 
have to cross more than two times,” 
he said. 

The junction is one of the most 
dangerous intersections in Brook-
lyn — between 2010 and 2014, 
motorists injured 78 pedestrians 
and cyclists there, killing or se-

— they are considering round-
abouts elsewhere in the city, a de-
partment spokeswoman said after 
the workshop, but don’t think one 
is feasible at Times Plaza because 
there isn’t enough room. 

But Cohn disagrees — he be-
lieves the city could “take a bit” off 
the block currently housing a PC 
Richard and Son electronic store 
on Flatbush Avenue, which devel-
oper Greenland Forest City Part-
ners  already plans to tear down 
and replace with an office tower  
as part of its Pacific Park mega-
development.

The agency  has its own proposal  
for the plaza and the surrounding 
streets, which officials revealed at 
the meeting — including installing 

pedestrian islands in the middle 
of each thoroughfare for people 
who get stuck crossing, widening 
sidewalks and extending curbs to 
shorten the passage across streets, 
and adding two new crosswalks 
on Flatbush Avenue.

About two dozen locals also 
shared their suggestions, which 
included turning the intersection 
of Flatbush and Fourth avenues 
into  a “Barnes Dance” crossing  
— where signals stop traffic in 
all directions to allow pedestri-
ans to cross an intersection any 
which way. 

There is still no schedule for the 
actual construction, but the agency 
will next take its proposal to rele-
vant community boards.

Cohn believes a traffic circle would round out the “strange 
geometries” at the intersections of Atlantic and Flatbush 
avenues.
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riously hurting 13 of them, ac-
cording to city records. Around 
half of pedestrians mowed down 
by vehicles were crossing with a 
walk signal. 

It is even more perilous for driv-
ers — car crashes injured 289 mo-
torists in the same period, killing 
or seriously injuring 12.  

Cohn and his fellow lords of the 
ring say the traffic-calming mea-
sure will make the crossroads far 
less hairy by forcing drivers to slow 
down and eliminating left turns. 

“It slows traffic because they 
have to slow down to go around 
it and there are no left turns, so 
they all spur off,” said Park Sloper 
Michael Cairl, a longtime mem-
ber of local civic group the Park 
Slope Civic Council. “Pedestrians 
only have to look in one direction 
for oncoming traffic.”

And they have data to back up 
their argument — a well-placed 
roundabout can cut vehicle col-
lisions at a single intersection 
down by almost half,  according 
to the Federal Highway Admin-
istration .

But transportation honchos 
didn’t come a-round to the idea 

Architect Jonathan Cohn, left, and transit consultant Michael Cairl believe a European-
style roundabout is the solution to making Times Plaza safer for drivers and pedestrians.
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Brooklyn’s
boulevard
battle lines

MEAN
Streets

By Dennis Lynch
Brooklyn Paper

It’s time to end this vicious cycle. 
The city may widen the danger-

ously crowded wooden walkway over 
the Brooklyn Bridge, officials an-
nounced on Monday — thrilling local 
cyclists, who say they’re sick of dodg-
ing clueless selfie-stick wielding,  love-
lock leaving  tourists on their commutes 
to and from work. 

“Of course that’s a good idea,” said 
Carroll Gardener Brian Raymond, who 
rides the span every day. 

“Coming back in the afternoon the 

tourists are out of control — no one re-
ally respects the bike lane and there’s a 
mix of bikers yelling, using their bells, 
everything.”

The upgrade is no sure thing — De-
partment of Transportation bigwigs are 
first launching a six-month, $370,000 
study to see whether the bridge can sup-
port more pathway before even consid-
ering appointing a 21st-century  Emily 
Warren Roebling  to make it happen.

If it all goes ahead, one way to ex-
pand the currently shared pathway at 
the center of the bridge could be to build 
more tracks over the girders above the 

Giving B’Bridge a breather
City may expand jammed walkway vehicle lanes — creating enough space 

for separated bike and pedestrian paths, 
according to  an agency release .

A rendering shows a walled bike lane 
running through the middle of the path, 
with pedestrian stretches on either side, 
and crossings so tourists can still snap 
photos in either direction. 

Roughly 10,000 pedestrians and 
3,500 cyclists cross the 133-year-old 
bridge each day, according to the city’s 
latest figures — sharing a thorough-
fare that is only 10 feet across in some 
stretches.

There are fewer than a dozen colli-
sions between pedestrians and cyclists 
reported to the city each year, accord-
ing to  a New York Times report , but 

pedal-pushers say the set-up is a di-
saster waiting to happen — so much so 
that one rider on Monday said he’d just 
had such a hair-raising time navigating 
the crossing, he won’t attempt it again 
until the city makes it safer. 

“I’ll never ride over the Brooklyn 
Bridge again,” said 70-year-old Alan 
Santa Maria, a life-long Brooklynite, 
after a trip on Monday. “Over the de-
cades it’s gotten more and more crowded, 
someone is going to get hurt, bad — for 
safety, there’s no question something 
should be done.”

The study will wrap up in February 
2017, but the city doesn’t have a time-
line or budget for potential construc-
tion after that. A larger walkway could ease congestion on the Brooklyn Bridge.
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Our spotlight
The Brooklyn Paper offices were staffed with movie stars last month 
when “Last Week Tonight with John Oliver” filmed a send-up of 
the movie “Spotlight” in our digs — and actor Jason Sudeikis was 
clearly thrilled to leave the humdrum world of Hollywood behind to 
experience a real newsroom in person.  Read more on page 3.
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By Dennis Lynch
Brooklyn Paper

It is a hostel takeover in Williams-
burg.

A homeless shelter operator will turn 
a Varet Street hostel into a 140-bed ref-
uge for men over the age of 55 by the 
end of the month, according to the city, 
leaving some neighbors uneasy that it 
will put local families and workers and 
in danger. 

“I’m really concerned — I have two 
kids, we hang outside sometimes,” said 
Vanessa Pacini, who runs a neighboring 
cafe, where she also lives with her hus-
band and two kids. “I have one worker, 
she’s a girl, she closes the cafe at 9, 9:30 
— do I have to worry about her being 
out there at that time?”

Provider Project Renewal will take 
over the New York Loft Hostel between 
Bogart and White streets — a popular 
lodging for travelling hipsters — to run 
the shelter, as first reported by  Bush-
wick Daily .

The shelter will treat residents for 
medical, psychiatric, and substance 
abuse problems in-house, as well as 
providing job training, according to a 
Department of Homeless Services re-
lease. Refuge dwellers are “expected” 
to stay about nine months, and the or-
ganization will try to help them find 
permanent housing.

The outfit is putting some security 
measures in place, according to the city 

When the homeless replace hipsters
Williamsburg hostel will be converted to men’s shelter

— residents will have a 10 pm curfew, 
eat all their meals at the facility, and no 
sex offenders will be allowed to stay 
there, the agency said.

Security guards will be on site around 
the clock, and will also patrol outside 
the facility when Williamsburg Char-

ter High School a block away opens and 
closes, the city said.

Project Renewal also intends to hire 
locals to fill 24 positions at the shelter, 
and will hold “regular” meetings with 
community members where they can 
air any concerns or issues they have, 

according to the release.
But some locals said communication 

hasn’t been great so far — Pacini and 
others say they only heard about the 
shelter last week via word-of-mouth 
or through the Bushwick Daily post, 
though the department says it invited 
homeowners, community board mem-
bers, and officials to a meeting about 
the plan on July 11.

Several neighbors said they never-
theless understand that the city needs 
to create new shelters and they have to 
go somewhere — one resident is even 
happy about the new facility, which she 
cautiously hopes could help stave off the 
area’s rapid gentrification.

“Initially, I thought it sucked, because 
they have a nice place there, but maybe 
that will keep things in check — so that 
it can’t go too ‘luxury,’ ” photographer 
and four-year resident Eva Mueller said. 
“So in a way I find it good this is hap-
pening because the area is changing a 
lot and getting expensive.”

But it was unwelcome news for oth-
ers — one longtime denizen believes 
the shelter tenants will bring crime back 
to an area that has been getting safer in 
recent years.

“It’s just going to bring us more prob-
lems,” said the lifelong resident and 22-
year homeowner who declined to give 
his name. “They will be going around 
stealing packages and trying to break 
into cars, trying to steal from people 
near the [Morgan Avenue L train sta-
tion].”

The city is converting a chic Williamsburg hostel into a shelter for 
homeless men over 55 years old.

C
o

m
m

un
it

y 
N

ew
s 

G
ro

up
 /

 D
en

ni
s 

Ly
nc

h



2  AWP  August 12–18, 2016Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-2500

Planned Service Changes

WEEKNIGHTS
10:30 PM to 5 AM, Mon to Fri
Aug 8 – 12, Aug 15 – 19

No trains between Lorimer St and Broadway Junction

Free shuttle buses provide alternate service

L service operates in two sections:
 1. Between Rockaway Pkwy and Broadway Junction
 2. Between 8 Av and Lorimer St

Travel Alternatives:
 •  Free shuttle buses make all L station stops between Lorimer St and Broadway Junction.
 •  At Lorimer St, transfer between G L trains and shuttle buses, located on 
    Metropolitan Av at Union Av.
 •  At Myrtle-Wyckoff Avs, transfer between M trains and shuttle buses, located on 
    Wyckoff Av at Myrtle Av.
 •  Consider using the A or J to/from Manhattan, via transfer at Broadway Junction.
 •  Transfer between A J L trains and free shuttle buses at Broadway Junction, located 
     on Fulton St at Van Sinderen Av.

Stay Informed
Call 511 and say “Current Service Status,” look for informational posters in stations, or visit 
mta.info – where you can access the latest Planned Service Changes information, use  
TripPlanner+, and sign up for free email and text alerts.

 
© 2016 Metropolitan Transportation Authority
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FOR 2-4 MULTI-FAMILY HOMES
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800-522-4100
valleynationalbank.com

$499 ORIGINATION FEE •  NO POINTS  
•  NO TITLE FEES •  NO OTHER VALLEY FEES

IF YOUR MORTGAGE RATE  
IS 4.00% OR HIGHER, OUR 

Refinance 
Program$499

may help you save on your monthly 
mortgage payment.

Current Mortgage New Valley 
Mortgage

Mortgage Amount:      $400,000       $400,000

Term:  15 15

Sample Interest 
Rate:

4.00% 2.75% 
(APR 2.821%) 

Monthly Payment: $2,958.75 $2,714.49

That’s a Yearly Savings of $2,931.12

Sample Monthly Savings - $244.26!

#knowyourzone 

KNOW WHAT TO DO

By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

He is making this office 
building great again.

Donald Trump’s son-in-
law and campaign advisor, 
developer Jared Kushner, 
bought the Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses’ iconic Watchtower 
headquarters in Dumbo last 
Wednesday, which he plans 
on turning into a tremendous, 
classy office complex by Sep-
tember next year.  

“Over the next year, we’ll 
begin transforming the prop-
erty into one of the marquee 
urban office campuses any-
where in the country, let alone 
New York City,” said Kushner, 
who is married to the Don-
ald’s daughter Ivanka Trump 
and is  reportedly  an  incred-
ibly influential figure  in his 
Presidential bid.    

His family firm Kushner 
Companies paid $340 million 
for the two-city-block-sized 
building and three neighbor-
ing Columbia Heights proper-
ties, in partnership with fel-
low developers Aby Rosen and 
Livwrk, a source with knowl-
edge of the deal claimed. 

The headquarters building 
is most famous for its  iconic 
47-year-old neon red “Watch-
tower” sign  — the name of the 

Donald’s son-in-law buys former Witnesses HQ

Watchtower Trumped up!

church’s newsletter — but a 
spokesman for the company 
refused to say whether it would 
survive the makeover. 

The Witnesses have been 
based in Brooklyn for more 
than 100 years,  but are selling 
off  the organization’s Dumbo 
properties before  relocating 
upstate this year , and Kush-
ner is snapping the struc-
tures up. 

He  already bought five of 
their other buildings in 2013 
for $373 million , and has since 
turned those into an office 
and retail mega-hub dubbed 
Dumbo Heights, which is 
now home to online craft e-
tailer Etsy.  

Kushner  is also rumored  
to be purchasing a massive 
vacant parking lot at Jay and 
Front streets from the religious 

organization, where he could 
build a thousand units of new 
housing. The company is in-
deed under contract to buy the 
land but hasn’t closed the deal, 
the source claimed.

The property mogul also 
owns the Observer newspaper, 
where he recently  penned an 
opinion piece  defending his 
father-in-law against accusa-
tions of anti-Semitism. 

Jared Kushner and his business partners paid $240 million for the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses’ iconic Watchtower headquarters.
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By The Brooklyn 
Meta Film Bureau
Brooklyn Paper

It’s the part we were born 
to play!

Television show “Last 
Week Tonight With John Ol-
iver” filmed at the Brooklyn 
Paper’s Downtown office re-
cently, using it as a set for 
 a newsroom sketch  starring 
Jason Sudeikis, Bobby Can-
navale, and Rose Byrne that 
aired on Sunday night. 

The Home Box Office 
show’s honchos looked at sev-
eral other newsrooms around 
the city, according to the man 
who pulled the office out of 
obscurity and made it a star, 

but only one had the look of an 
authentic newspaper bullpen, 
worn in by hard-nosed report-
ers through decades of shoe-
leather journalism and speak-
ing truth to power. (Also, it’s 
pretty large, which is what the 
producers really needed). 

“They liked the depth, 
you could make it look like 
a busy newsroom,” said lo-
cation scout Brad Reichel. 
“It looked like the cliched 
bullpen.”

The scene is a spoof of 
the 2015 movie “ Spotlight ” 
— which chronicles the Bos-
ton Globe’s real-life investiga-
tion into the coverup of child 
sex abuse by Catholic clergy 

— and  Tribune Publishing’s 
much-mocked recent rebrand-
ing  as a digital media com-
pany named Tronc.

In the sketch, Sudeikis, the 
editor of the fictional Chron-
icle, spikes investigative re-
porter Cannavale’s big expose 
in favor of Byrne’s clickbait-
friendly story about a cat that 
looks like a raccoon. The 
company is later renamed 
Chorp.  

The segment’s broader 
message — that the Fourth 
Estates’s thankless but vital 
role in keeping a close eye 
on local government and 
other power players cannot 
be replaced by listicles and 

funny tweets — resonated 
with Brooklyn Paper’s edi-
torial staffers, who sit through 
hours and hours of commu-
nity board, Council, and other 
hearings every week to write 
important stories that won’t 
get half the views of “ Is it 
‘sauce’ or ‘gravy’? ”   

But, they had to admit — 
that cat-raccoon idea sounded 
pretty great, too.

“Animal stories are a pil-
lar of community journal-
ism,” said deputy editor Ruth 
Brown. “I’d run it if the cat-
raccoon was  rabid  or  saved 
from certain doom by fire-
fighters . Or  in a costume 
contest !” 

Paper stars on ‘John Oliver’ show
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•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

A trio of baddies robbed a 
delivery man as he was drop-
ping off food on Pacific Street 
on Aug. 2. 

Authorities said the deliv-
ery guy was bringing munch-
ies to the residence near Nev-
ins Street at 5:45 am when a 
lout snarled, “Give me your 
money and don’t say any-
thing.” 

The food dude then handed 
over $90 and unspecified elec-

tronics and the cretins fled. 
The victim still made his de-
livery, said cops.

Ball bash
A crew of crooks attempted 

to rob a Schermerhorn Street 
shop on Aug. 2 by bashing the 
worker behind the counter, but 
failed to get their haul.

The victim told police 
he was working in the store 
near Court Street at 12:15 am 
when the curs came in and at-
tempted to take money out of 
the register. 

One of the rogues hit the 
victim with a hard ball, cut-

Trio robs delivery man — and he still makes drop off!
ting his nose and face, and 
another punched him in the 
back of the head, according to 
a report. The worms were still 
unsuccessful though, fleeing 
empty-handed. 

Old tricks
Some marauder snatched 

an 82-year-old man’s bag from 
his hands on Hicks Street on 
Aug. 3.

The elderly victim told 
authorities he was by State 
Street at 5:30 pm when the 
knave came from behind and 
grabbed his bag — containing 
his credit cards and cash — 
from his hands and fled.

Cut off
A woman’s night in the 

spotlight was cut short when 
a thief stole her pocketbook 
while she was singing kara-
oke in a Willoughby Street 
bar on Aug. 3. 

The victim left her purse on 
a table at the joint near Law-
rence Street while she hit the 
stage at 8:30 pm, but when 
she returned for a break, it 
was gone, police said.

Car creep
A miscreant tried to pull a 

woman into his car on Dean 
Street on Aug. 4, but couldn’t 
get a hold of her and stole her 
phone instead.

Police said the woman was 
near Bond Street at 5 pm when 
the lowlife grabbed her by the 
left hand and tried to pull her 
into his vehicle. 

The lady resisted and she 
avoided the kidnapping, but 
the creep did manage to grab 
her phone before fleeing. 

Cold hard cash 
A thief broke into a Mon-

tague Street ice cream shop 
and stole $500 out of its safe 
on Aug. 6.

A woman told police she 
was walking her dog by Henry 
Street at 11 pm when she no-
ticed the front door had been 
opened and called 911. Po-
lice later discovered that the 
filcher had taken $500 from 
the safe.

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Robbed blind
A vindictive villain 

snatched a woman’s eyeglasses 
right off her face at the Atlan-
tic Avenue B train platform 
on Aug. 4 after she refused to 
hand over her phone.

Police said the victim was 
sitting down on a bench in 
the station near Flatbush Av-
enue at 9:30 am when a lady 
and a man sat next to her. 
The woman told the victim 

to give up her phone, but she 
ignored her, getting up and 
walking away. 

The lady then followed her, 
snatched her Steve Madden 
glasses from her face, and 
fled. 

Knifepoint
Some nogoodnik threat-

ened to kill a man with a 
knife on Washington Ave-
nue on July 20 if he didn’t 
hand over his money.

Authorities said the victim 
was walking near Atlantic Av-
enue at 1:40 pm when the goon 
told him he would kill him if 
he didn’t give him $80. 

The miscreant then dis-
played a knife he had tucked 
in his waistband, scaring the 
victim into giving the mug-
ger $250, polie said. 

Wide open
A filcher crept into a Car-

lton Avenue home on Aug. 5 
and stole a woman’s pricey 
electronics.

The victim told authorities 
she noticed the front window 
of her home by DeKalb Ave-
nue slightly open around 4:20 
am. But at around 10 am, she 
noticed the window was wide 

open, and someone had made 
off with her iPhone, two har-
drives, MacBook, and brown 
leather bag.

Walked off
Some thief interrupted a 

woman’s morning walk on N. 
Elliott place on Aug. 6 when 
he grabbed her cellphone from 
her hand.

The woman told authori-
ties she was near Park Ave-
nue at 8:30 am when the pil-
ferer snatched her phone from 
her hand and fled into Com-
modore Barry Park.

— Lauren Gill

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Slap happy
A 34-year-old woman 

slapped another lady around 
on Eighth Avenue on July 
25.

The victim told author-
ities that she was between 
14th and 15th streets at 10:26 
am, when she began arguing 
with a stranger. The argument 
escalated to fisticuffs when 
the suspect allegedly started 
throwing vicious slaps, before 
hurling the victim into a locker 
and leaving her with a nasty 
bump on her head. 

The suspect fled following 
the attack, and the victim re-
fused to press charges, despite 
filling cops in on details about 
the crime, police said.

Bike bandit
A thief stole a man’s bike 

from outside a Seventh Ave-
nue grocery store on July 29 
while he was inside perusing 
the aisles.

The victim told police he 
locked his ride up outside the 
market near Carroll Street at 
6:23 pm, and stepped away to 
go shopping for food. A scant 
five minutes later saw him re-
turning to a broken lock and a 
missing bike, cops said. 

Lock and flee
A ne’er-do-well jacked 

a woman’s bicycle she left 
chained outside an Atlantic 
Avenue store on July 30.

The victim told police she 
secured her ride outside the 
shopping center between Fort 
Greene Place and S. Portland 
Avenue at 12:15 pm, and re-
turned later to find the chain 
had been broken and her two-
wheeler stolen, cops said.

Bad credit
A 20-year-old man was 

arrested for allegedly using 
a woman’s credit card num-
ber to fund an illicit shop-
ping spree on June 1.

The victim told police her 
bank account showed two un-
authorized withdrawals at 
3:50 am, despite her credit 
card still being in her pos-
session.

Whack attack
Cops arrested a man for al-

legedly going berserk and de-
stroying a glass door at an At-
lantic Avenue shopping center 
on July 30.

A rep for the mall told po-
lice that the suspect was in the 
building between Fort Greene 
Place and S. Portland Avenue 
when he went nuts and started 
kicking the glass door. The 
suspect caused around $900 
worth of damage before his 
tirade ended, cops said.

— Colin Mixson

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Three on one
Police arrested three sus-

pects who they say jumped 
a guy after he tried to break 
up a Fifth Avenue bar fight 
on Aug. 4, said police. 

Witnesses at the watering 
hole between 67th and Sen-
ator streets told police that 
at 1:11 am the three brutes 
punched the victim multiple 
times, cutting his lower lip and 
causing significant bleeding 
to his face. One of the men 
also struck the victim with a 
glass bottle, cops said. 

Cutting remarks
Officers cuffed a 29-year-

old guy for slashing a man 
across the face with a box-
cutter inside a Fifth Ave-
nue bodega on Aug. 5, po-
lice said. 

The man entered the bo-
dega between 80th and 81st 
streets at 11:30 pm and yelled, 
“I’m going to cut you,” before 
he sliced the left side of the 
victim’s face. The victim was 
taken to the hospital and re-
ceived 13 stiches on his face, 
said cops.

— Caroline Spivack

94TH PRECINCT
Greenpoint–Northside

Pharmacy folly
Two louts tried to strong 

arm a Bedford Avenue phar-
macy on Aug. 1, according to 
a police report.

The manager was standing 
at the front of the store near 
N. Third Street around 5:31 
am when the two would-be 
robbers walked in, one hold-
ing a brown bag. 

One of them walked up to 
the manager, grabbed him by 
the neck, whipped out a pistol 
from the bag, and told him to 
open the safe. The manager 
could not get it open, so the 
baddie told him to take money 
from the register. A customer 
walking in spooked the pair 
and they fled with empty 
hands, police said.

Not so smart
Police arrested one of four 

suspects who they say beat 
and robbed a guy after get-
ting into an argument with 
him on India Street on Aug. 
8, police said.

The victim told police he 
was walking home around 
2:30 am near Manhattan Ave-
nue when he got into the dis-
pute with the quartet. The four 
were yelling “you think you’re 
smarter than us,” he told cops, 
and then jumped him. 

They allegedly took his 
phone, $300, and a credit card, 
and hit him around his face 
and body before fleeing.

Time for a raise
Some goon tried to rob a 

chic N. Seventh Street cloth-
ing store on Aug. 2, but failed 
to hang on to his haul, po-
lice said.

The scoundrel walked in 
to the store between Berry 
and Wythe avenues around 
noon and stuffed a bunch of 
pricey threads into his back-
pack. When an employee con-
fronted him, he punched the 
victim in the face and split 
down the street, cops said. 

A pair of dedicated employ-
ees caught up to the thief and 
got the clothes back, but the 
perp got away.

Rear window
A freebooter got away with 

a Driggs Avenue restaurant’s 
cash register — but no cash 
— during an early morn-
ing burglary on Aug. 1, po-
lice said.

A porter on the property 
near Lorimer Street walked 
into the restaurant around 4:30 
am and heard banging in the 
rear of the establishment. He 
turned on the lights to see a 
guy climbing out through the 
kitchen window. 

The thief fled  toward Nas-
sau Avenue, and staff later 
found an empty cash register 
was missing, said cops.

Sneaker swiper
A shyster scammed a Sut-

ton Street man out of nearly 
$4,000 worth of sneakers on 
Aug. 1, according to police.

The thief found his mark 
through a smartphone app Of-
ferUp, and went to his home 
between Nassau and Driggs 
avenues around 3 pm to pick 
up four pairs of kicks — two 
pairs bearing the name of the 
greatest basketball player of 
all time and two pairs de-
signed by a famous rapper. 

He left with them, but the 
victim never got the money 
he was promised via a phone 
payment app, police said.

90TH PRECINCT
Southside–Bushwick

Headache
A would-be robber beat up 

a man on Marcy Avenue on 
Aug. 1, police said.

The victim was coming off 
the train around 5:20 am and 
had just reached Hewes Street 
when a guy came up from be-
hind and tried to steal his cell-
phone from his hands. 

The victim resisted and got 
the phone in his pocket, but 
the lout did not like that, so he 
hit him over the head nearly a 
dozen times with a blunt ob-
ject, according to police.

Park predator
A brute bashed a man and 

robbed him on Maspeth Ave-
nue on July 25, police said.

The victim was walking 
through a park near Morgan 
Avenue around 3 pm when the 
robber came up and punched 
him repeatedly in the head and 
face. The fiend then grabbed 
his phone, $700, and $3,500 in 
money orders from his pockets 
and dashed, cops said.

Likes Apples
A pair of purloiners made 

off with $10,000 worth of lap-
tops from a S. Second Street 
business on July 30, accord-
ing to a police report.

They broke into the place 
between Kent and Wythe ave-
nues around 5 am, police said. 
They went through a rear fire 
escape door, scooped up seven 
Apple MacBook Pro laptops, 
and fled the way they came 
in, police reported.

Not a-muse-ing
Some lawbreakers robbed 

a band of its equipment stored 
in a Ten Eyck Street prac-
tice space on July 31, po-
lice said.

The band members locked 
up the space between Mor-
gan Avenue and Bogart Street 
around 8 pm and returned 
around 5 pm the next day to 
find no damage to the door, 
but all the gear gone. The 
thieves got away with four 
pairs of headphones, six mi-
crophones, seven guitar ped-
als, drumd, recording gear, 
and more, cops said.

Cheap stay
A houseguest who booked 

a few nights at a Maujer Street 
man’s pad from July 29 to 
Aug. 1 through Air BnB 
ripped off his host, accord-
ing to police.

The victim had only com-
municated with the guy via 
text and e-mail, but handed 
over the keys to his apart-
ment between Leonard Street 
and Manhattan Avenue for 
the weekend around 3 pm on 
the July 29. He stashed a cash 
box in a kitchen cabinet, but 
when he came home it and the 
$1,000 in it were nowhere to 
be found, police said.

— Dennis Lynch

 POLICE BLOTTER
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Planned Service Changes

D
WEEKEND
11:30 PM Fri to 5 AM Mon
Aug 19-22
No D service between 34 St-Herald Sq and Atlantic Av-Barclays Ctr

F ( Q ) trains and free shuttle buses provide alternate service

D service operates as follows:
Coney Island-Stillwell Av Atlantic Av-Barclays Ctr

36 St Atlantic Av-Barclays Ctr

34 St-Herald Sq 205 St

Travel Alternatives:
• Manhattan Brooklyn (Q )

          D ( Q ) 34 St-Herald Sq and/or Atlantic Av-Barclays Ctr
• Grand St W 4 St

     Grand St B’way-Lafayette St
W 4 St Or ( Q ) Canal St

• W 4 St B’way-Lafayette St F D F

34 St-Herald Sq Or ( ) Prince St 8 St

Stay Informed
 

mta.info



6  AWP  August 12–18, 2016Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-2500

Store Closing on Smith Street 
Amazing discounts at all 3 locations

Huge selection of furniture, jewelry, art, arts and crafts, 
beautiful woodwork, rugs from all over the world

 — y elp

Mirror 
Solid Hardwood-Distressed-
Inlay Old Fabric Stamps-
Turquoise

Cabinet 
Solid Hardwood-Distressed 
turquoise

Altar
Solid Hardwood-Hand 
carved

Mirror 
Hand Painted Stain Glass

 
Solid Hardwood 
Distressed Iron Hook

Candle Holder 
Iron Cast

Sideboard
Solid Hardwood Hand 
painted

CD Cabinet 
Solid Hardwood Distress

O
ur governor wants us 
to panic about a prob-
lem that does not exist: 

Sex offenders preying on kids 
playing Pokemon Go.

About a week ago, state 
Sens. Jeff Klein (D–Bronx) 
and Diane Savino (D–Co-
ney Island) proposed legisla-
tion banning Level 2 and 3 
sex offenders from playing the 
popular new phone game. The 
senators also demanded that 
the game’s developers elimi-
nate any Pokemon within 100 
feet of the home of a registered 
sex offender.

Not to be outdone, Gov. 
Cuomo jumped on the Poke-
wagon 48 hours later to make 
an even tougher, first-in-the-
nation law: From now on, even 
a Tier 1 sex offender found 
playing Pokemon while on pa-
role could end up in prison. 

That means that if you hap-
pened to be an 18-year-old who 
got a sext from your 16-year-
old girlfriend, and this got you 
labeled a low-level sex offender 
(which is already crazy), you 
could play a game on your 
phone and end up in prison.

It should be noted here that 
Pokemon is more like soli-
taire than poker. As you walk 
along, cartoon creatures sud-
denly appear on your phone. 
You “catch” them by tapping 
the screen.

Now, I realize that anytime 
a politician mentions new and 
harsher sex offender restric-
tions, many voters cheer. That 
is why politicians keep pro-
posing them.

But these laws will not make 
our children safer, because they 
are based on the incorrect idea 
that registered sex offenders 
pose a big threat to kids.

They do — on “Law & Or-
der,” because that makes for an 
exciting plotline: The creep out-
side the playground, preparing 
to pounce, or the criminal mas-
termind online, stalking chil-
dren by decoding their posts. 
But in real life, which is as hor-
rifying as it is mundane, the vast 
majority of sex abuse occurs at 
the hands of someone in the 
child’s life: a relative, family 
friend, or other trusted adult.

“Stranger danger” sounds 
like a huge threat, but the FBI 
stats on children abducted 
for nefarious purposes show 
exactly what percent were 
snatched by registered sex 
offenders?

In 2009: Zero.
And in 2010, it was less than 

one percent. Even the group 
that put the missing kids’ pic-
tures on the milk cartons, the 
National Center for Missing 
and Exploited Children, has 

labeled stranger danger a 
“myth we have been trying 
to debunk.”

What’s hard to believe or 
even understand is that regis-
tered sex offenders pose very 
little threat to children. A study 
of Washington D.C. neighbor-
hoods compared blocks with 
registrants on them to those 
without and found no differ-
ence in the number of sex 
crimes committed.

That’s because even though 
we have heard that people on 
the registry are insatiable child 
molesters, the surprising truth 
is that they have a very low 
level of recidivism. About 
five percent end up back in 
the slammer for the same crime 
— lower than any other crim-
inals other than murderers.So 
the sex offender registry itself 
is a failed idea, a way of label-
ing hundreds of thousands of 
people who are, for the most 
part, not going to hurt anyone, 
much less a stranger. In fact, 
my guess is that you probably 
know someone — a friend, or 
a friend of a friend — who is 
on the registry, even though 
you know they aren’t a threat 
to anyone.

Add to this the idea that 
registrants are going to use 
Pokemon as predator helper 
and you have created a fan-
tastical scenario that would be 
a great plot point for a Liam 
Neeson movie — or maybe 
“The Simpsons.”

But making legislation 
based on that fantasy is worse 
than mere grandstanding. 
Far from reassuring parents, 
it scares them even more by 
making it sound as if our kids 
are in constant danger the sec-
ond they step outside.

These laws ignore the won-
derful fact that, in fact, it is the 
opposite: Kids today are safer 
today than they’ve been in 50 
years. (And it isn’t just because 
they’re “helicoptered.” Adults 
are safer today, too, and we 
don’t helicopter them.) Crime 
is back to the level it was in 
1963. The real danger kids face 
is in not going outside. Obe-
sity and diabetes are on the 
rise, not child rape.

Making it seem as if reg-
istered sex offenders are con-
stantly on the prowl for tots and 
only harsh new laws can save 
them is a lie. The new legisla-
tion is pointless. Gov. Cuomo, 
and Sens. Klein and Savino are 
guilty of a new political crime: 
Fear-pokemongering. 

Lenore Skenazy is author 
and founder of the book 
and blog Free-Range Kids, 
and a contributor at Rea-
son.com.

New lie about 
Pokemon Go

By Lenore Skenazy

By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

The city must use eminent 
domain to seize the Williams-
burg waterfront property it 
needs to finish building the 
long-promised Bushwick In-
let Park after the land owner 
refused to accept  Mayor De-
Blasio’s offer of $100 million 
by an Aug. 8 deadline , said 
dozens of residents and pols 
who rallied outside City Hall 
on Monday.

“The city’s offer was an im-
portant step, and as it expires 
today, eminent domain can 
guarantee our promised park 
becomes a real park,” said state 
Sen. Daniel Squadron (D–
Williambsburg), who joined 
the crowd of around 100. “No 
deal, no solution, and no park 
is not okay — I urge the city 
to continue to insist on mak-
ing a complete Bushwick In-
let Park a reality.”

DeBlasio finally made the 
offer to buy the CitiStorage 
warehouse at Kent Avenue 
and N. 11th Street in June, 
following  years of pressure  
from residents for the city to 
make good on its  10-year-old 
pledge  to buy the site and turn 
it into parkland — a promise 
it made when rezoning much 
of the neighborhood for lux-
ury high-rises.

But property owner Norm 

Activists: City must seize promised Bushwick Inlet Park land now

It’s time for a land grab!

Brodsky didn’t bite in the 60 
days Hizzoner gave him to ac-
cept, calling it a “low ball” of-
fer and asking others to submit 
competing bids by July 20. 

And now Brooklynites say 
it is time for the city to take 
more drastic measures before 
the property mogul sells the 
land — which sits right in 
the center of the planned 28-
acre park — for private de-
velopment.

“If City Hall is unable to 
negotiate for this parcel that 

will make Bushwick Inlet Park 
whole, then it is incumbent 
upon them to take the next 
steps toward eminent domain 
proceedings,” said Borough 
President Adams, who spoke 
alongside Councilman Steve 
Levin (D–Williamsburg), Rep. 
Carolyn Maloney (D–Green-
point) and other electeds.

Brodsky  tweeted photos  
of a boozy party he held at 
the property on the eve of his 
own deadline that he captioned 
“celebrating,” but is yet to an-

nounce any other buyers or of-
fers, and the city is still hop-
ing he will come around to 
the $100 million.

“The city remains open to 
discussions with the owner 
about ways to guarantee that 
the community needs are met,” 
said City Hall spokeswoman 
Natalie Grybauskas. “A negoti-
ated sale is the most expedient 
way to acquire this property, 
and the city’s offer is fair.”

The city is worried it would 
end up having to pay far more 

for the land if it pursues em-
inent domain, a rep said, be-
cause the price is often decided 
by a court. That’s how it ended 
up paying  $90 million for the 
park’s first eight acres  — $78 
million more than it had an-
ticipated spending.

Residents say they’re 
touched the mayor is protect-
ing their taxpayer dollars, and 
if he can bring Brodsky to the 
negotiating table without using 
eminent domain, they’re all 
for it — but they also think the 
promised green space is worth 
sinking public funds into.

“As a taxpayer I’m glad 
they’re looking out for us, but 
we realize significant invest-
ment is necessary to get this 
piece of land into the park,” said 
Greenpointer Steve Chesler, of 
activist group Friends of Bush-
wick Inlet Park.

The activists and  some le-
gal experts  also don’t believe 
eminent domain will neces-
sarily end up costing the city 
more, as the Citistorage site is 
only zoned for heavy indus-
trial use — which means no 
housing — and courts can’t 
set prices based on a specu-
lative rezoning. 

 DeBlasio  says he won’t re-
zone the land, either, so any 
buyer would only be able to 
build offices and some stores 
there.

Park activist Steve Chesler speaks at the rally, alongside Public Advocate Tish 
James, Assemblyman Joe Lentol, and Borough President Adams.
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The big sleep

Select all

They’ve made their bed — now you can lie 
in it! A Clinton Hill theater is inviting audi-
ences to stretch out onto the 30-foot-wide mat-
tress that takes up the entire stage of its latest 
production, “Quiet, Comfort,” which will play 
through Aug. 27 at Jack. Bringing the audience 
onto the sleeping surface is a way to break down 
barriers and change their expectations, says the 
show’s director.

“I’m hoping that being on a bed will allow the 
audience to open up to something that doesn’t 
quite feel like a ‘play’ but more like an experi-
ence — something unexpected,” said Alec Duffy 
(pictured, bottom right). “We want to give the 
audience the freedom to enjoy the text in any 
number of ways — lying down with eyes closed, 
sitting up watching it.”

“Quiet, Comfort,” by Japanese playwright 
Toshiki Okada, follows a writer and world-trav-
eller who finds himself continually returning 
to the giant bed in his hotel room — which in 
this case can fit about 30 people.

The character moves through the world with 
a great deal of privilege and ease, and much of 
the 45-minute show consists of choreographed 
movement that represents the effortless way he 
travels around the world, said Duffy. The com-
bination of dance, text, and music aims to send 
viewers into a sort of dreamland.

“We’re really looking to create an experience 
that hypnotizes the audience in a way through 
lighting, sound, the text, and will transport them 
into a different world,” said Duffy. 

“Quiet, Comfort” at Jack (505 Waverly Ave. 
between Fulton Street and Atlantic Avenue in 
Clinton Hill, www.jackny.org). Aug. 12–13, 17–
20, and 23–27 at 8 pm. $18. — Sarah Iannone

Talk about political theater! An exuberant, over-
stuffed play is using 30 actors, 12 crew members, 
five live musicians, a traveling stage, a giant hand-
cranked moving backdrop, life-size puppets, masks, 
and a live-action Pikachu to convince New Yorkers 
to vote. “Election Selection, or You Bet!” is appear-
ing around the five bor-
oughs this summer, with 
three performances in 
Brooklyn starting Aug. 
19 in Coney Island. 

The show’s writer 
said that she wanted to 
address every topic that 
might matter to voters 
this election season.

“We have every single 
issue in our play!” said Crystal Field, who also 
plays an angry grandma in the show. 

“Election Selection” is a bonanza of ideas and 
ideals, tackling global warming, gun violence, 
health care, war, the Middle East, immigration, 
discrimination against Muslims, affirmative ac-
tion, civil rights, Stonewall, the economic crisis 
of 2008 and its aftermath, the gig economy, police 
violence, violence against police, poverty — all 
delivered with songs and a bit of time travel.

This year’s presidential candidates appear 
briefly in a dream sequence, represented by 
Wonder Woman and the Joker (pictured). But 
Field swears the play does not back Hillary Clin-
ton or Donald Trump. 

“They’re both a little on the wrong side,” she 
says — too busy fighting each other to deal 
with real issues, represented in the play by a 
costumed monster.

The show is aimed at residents of the neigh-
borhoods where it performs, and while one mes-
sage is that voting is important, Field thinks lo-
cal organizing is even more so.

“We want people to vote and we want them to 
get involved in politics—we don’t want them just 
to vote, but to actually get involved, talk to each 
other about the issues, join together,” she said. 

“Election Selection, or You Bet!” on the Co-
ney Island Boardwalk (at W. 10th Street in Coney 
Island, (212) 254–1109, www.theaterforthenew-
city.net]. Aug. 19 at 6:30 pm. Also in Herbert Von 
King Park (670 Lafayette Ave. between Marcy 
and Tompkins avenues in Bedford-Stuyvesant). 
Aug. 21 at 2 pm Free. — Loren Noveck

E X P E R I E N C E

T H E AT E R

By Dennis Lynch
Brooklyn Paper

I
t’s got horrible deaths by the score!

Murder on the dance floor! Drown-
ing in a Port-A-Potty! Burning alive in a 

camping tent! These gruesome deaths and 
more will come to toe-tapping life in the 
campy slasher musical “South By South 
Death,” debuting at National Sawdust in 
Williamsburg on Aug. 26. The creators of 
the horror satire, which is set at a trendy 
music festival, said the story was just “sit-
ting there waiting to happen.”

“I’ve always been a fan of slashers, so I 
figured — why not set one at a music fes-
tival?” said musician and playwright Jared 
Saltiel said. “Toby [Singer, the other cre-
ator] was in a musical theater headspace, 
so we said, ‘How about a slasher musical?’ 

and we laughed for 10 minutes straight and 
it just sort of appeared — who the char-
acters would be and what the general sto-
ryline would be.”

The protagonist of “South By South 
Death” — a painter named Sarah — finds 
herself in the middle of a “Scream”-style 
murder spree when her jaded New York 
friends drag her to the fictional Didgeri-
doo Arts Festival on a remote island. Not 
long after they arrive at the three-day af-
fair, a murdering psycho wearing a mask of 
pop superstar and festival headliner “Ciley 
Myrus” starts violently murdering people 
in Sarah’s circle.

The characters meet their demise in 
classic slasher fashion — mostly “people 
walking off where they shouldn’t walk off 
to,” Singer said. Sarah and her crew have 
to unmask the killer, who takes callous 

selfies with the victims when the deed is 
done, apparently making a stab at social 
media fame.

“There’s this notion with success and 
‘making it,’ how you get people’s atten-
tion and the absurdity some go to get to 
that end,” Singer said. “A reasonable jump 
is, what’s the craziest thing one could do 
in that pursuit?”

Singer and Saltiel have woven bits of 
their own experience at musical festivals 
into the play — no murders, but plenty of 
other frustrations. 

“There are certain elements and envi-
ronmental factors that come from experi-
ence, like how crowded everything is, how 
hard it is to get from one place to another, 
the insane amount of sensory input, the 
drug use,” Singer said.

The two musicians have composed about 

20 songs for the musical, and will lead the 
electric four-piece pit band, which may ap-
pear on the stage-within-the-stage. The mu-
sic reflects the variety of performers at the 
fictional festival, including one song that 
transforms as different acts take the fes-
tival stage, Singer said. 

“It starts as straightforward rock, then 
we have this ‘bougie’ Afro-pop band come 
out so the accompaniment changes under-
neath, then we have this typical [electronic 
dance music] deejay freakout thing hap-
pen — all interwoven with a creepy ver-
sion of the song to indicate some murder-
y things happening,” he said.

“South By South Death” at National 
Sawdust [80 N. Sixth St. at Wythe Avenue 
in Williamsburg, (646) 779–8455, www.
nationalsawdust.org]. Aug. 26 and 28 at 7 
pm. $20.

Parties welcome for all occasions

Special 3 Course Dinner Menu $2995 pp
Music : Thurs. - Sun.

1464 86th Street (between 14th & 15th Ave.)

718-236-9883

Critically Acclaimed Wine List

Established 1971

162 Montague St, 2nd Fl, Brooklyn Heights
(718) 522-5555/58  Fax: (718) 522-7555
www.nanatori.com  OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

FREE
DELIVERY

$10 
MIN

Fine Japanese cuisine, 
plus full sushi bar, for 

lunch or dinner

 
 

 

Killing them softly
Musical comedy mocks slasher movies with its songs

Face your fears: The cast of the comedy musical thriller “South by South Death” cower as they await their grisly fate.
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
Aug. 12

‘Winter’ is 
coming!
Get a winter workout! 
New York Classical 
Theatre’s production 
of Shakespeare’s “The 
Winter’s Tale” will 
roam all over Brooklyn 
Bridge Park’s Pier 1 to 
tell its story of feuding 
kings, long-lost 
daughters, and ridicu-
lous shepherds. The 
show will have more 
performances Satur-
day and Sunday.

7 pm starting at Fulton 
Ferry Landing (Old Fulton 
Street at Furman Street in 
Dumbo, www.newyork-
classical.org). Free.

SATURDAY
Aug.13

Fairy greens
Historical gastrono-
mist Sarah Lohman 
leads a discussion of 
absinthe, where you 
can examine the 
plants (pictured) that 
make up the recently 
legalized liquor, hear 
stories of the insanity 
it supposedly caused, 
and sample a batch of 
the stuff made here in 
Brooklyn!

11 am, 1:15 pm, and 3:30 
pm at the Brooklyn 
Botanic Garden [990 
Washington Ave. at 
President Street in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
623–7200, www.bbg.org]. 
$30. 

SUNDAY
Aug. 14

Ruff game
Call them the dia-
mond dogs! Bark in 
the Park is back at 
MCU, so you can 
bring your pooch 
pals to parade 
around the bases, 
watch some doggies 
do frisbee-chasing 
tricks, and then settle 
into the bleachers 
with a beer (and 
water bowls provided 
for the pups) to see 
the Cyclones take on 
the West Virginia 
Black Bears at 4 pm.

2 pm at MCU Park [1904 
Surf Ave. at W. 17th St. in 
Coney Island, (718) 449–
8497], www.brooklyncy-
clones.com. $10 for one 
person and up to two 
dogs.

MONDAY
Aug. 15

Come out to 
plaaaay!
The Brooklyn Histori-
cal Society looks 
back to the summer 
of 1978, when vest-
wearing gangs 
roamed the subway, 
as recorded in the 
painstaking docu-
mentary “The War-
riors” which gets a 
screening at the Soci-
ety tonight, intro-
duced by Newsday 
film critic Rafer Guz-
man. 

7 pm at the Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 
Pierrepont St. at Clinton 
Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111, 
www.brooklynhistory.org]. 
Free.

TUESDAY
Aug. 16

Adam 
begins
We love the ’90s! 
That decade keeps 
hanginaround, and 
you can revel in it 
tonight when Count-
ing Crows and Rob 
Thomas (yes, from 
the band Matchbox 
Twenty) share the 
stage in the People’s 
Playground! It is the 
perfect show to enjoy 
in August (and every 
thing after).

7 pm at Coney Island 
Amphitheater (3052 West 
21st Street at Surf Ave in 
Coney Island in Coney 
Island, www.coneyisland-
live.com). $25–$125.

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, AUG. 12
SPORTS, BROOKLYN CYCLONES VS. 

WEST VIRGINIA BLACK BEARS: 
Starting at $10. 7 pm. MCU Park 
[1904 Surf Ave. at W. 17th St. in 
Coney Island, (718) 449–8497], www.
brooklyncyclones.com. 

MUSIC, DR. DOG: The psychedelic pop 
group performs. Part of BRIC’s Cel-
ebrate Brooklyn! Festival. Free. 7:30 
pm. Prospect Park Band Shell [Pros-
pect Park West and Ninth Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 965–8900], www.
bricartsmedia.org/cb. 

ART, “LIFE SIZED” OPENING RECEP-
TION: An exhibit of small works on 
paper, painting, sculpture, fi ber art, 
and photography, all priced at less 
than $750. Free. 6–9 pm. Anthony 
Philip Fine Art (56 Bogart St. be-
tween Harrison Place and Grattan 
Street in Bushwick), www.antho-
nyphilipfi neart.com. 

MUSIC, “DIDO AND AENEAS”: The 
Brooklyn Music School Playhouse 
presents the opera about the after-
math of the Trojan War. $10–$20. 
7:30 pm. Brooklyn Music School 
Playhouse [126 St. Felix St. between 
Lafayette Avenue and Hanson Place 
in Fort Greene, (718) 638–5660], 
brooklynmusicschool.org. 

FILM, “THE FILMS OF TWIGGS GORIE 
AND JOSAFAT CONCEPCION”: A 
program of avant-garde, all-analog 
horror shorts. Free. 8 pm. The Alley 
(119 Ingraham St. between Porter 
and Knickerbocker avenues in Bush-
wick), brooklynfi reproofstages.com/
screeningseries. 

THEATER, “THAT WHICH ISN’T”: 
Playwright Matthew Freeman’s 
spare play about the limits of human 
forgiveness and the way we remem-
ber those we’ve left behind. 8 pm. 
The Brick [575 Metropolitan Ave. at 
Lorimer Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
907–6189], www.bricktheater.com. 

FILM, “INSIDE OUT”: What really goes 
on inside a kid’s head? Find out 
in this animated fl ick. Free. 8 pm. 
Transmitter Park [West Street at 
Greenpoint Avenue in Greenpoint, 
(347) 987–2765], www.nycgovarks.
org. 

NIGHTLIFE, ’90S HIP HOP AND R&B 
SING-ALONG: Dance and sing 
along to music videos from Usher, 
Salt-N-Pepa, Ginuwine, Mariah 
Carey, and more. $10. 9:30 pm. 

Union Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth Av-
enue in Park Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

SAT, AUG. 13
TOUR, WALT WHITMAN WALKING 

TOUR OF FORT GREENE PARK: 
Explore the neighborhood’s con-
nection to the Brooklyn poet. Tour 
includes special musical perfor-
mances by professional opera 
singers of Whitman’s poetry. Free. 
11 am–12:30 pm. Fort Green Park 
Momument (Willoughby Avenue at 
Cumberland Street in Fort Greene), 
www.fortgreenepark.org. 

LULU’S CUTS AND TOYS 15TH AN-
NIVERSARY CARNIVAL: The neigh-
borhood hairstylist and toy store cel-
ebrates with a block party featuring 
face painting, carnival games, rides, 
and more. Free. 5–8 pm. LuLu’s Cuts 
& Toys (48 Fifth Ave. between Ber-
gen and Dean streets in Park Slope), 
www.luluskidscuts.nyc. 

NORTH SUMMER STROLLS: With a 
rock climbing wall, hula hoops, bub-
bles, giveaways by local businesses, 
and more. Free. 5–9 pm. (Fifth 
Avenue between Dean Street and 
Sterling Place in Park Slope), www.
parkslopefi fthavenuebid.com. 

NIGHTLIFE, DUMBO BURLESQUE: 
Tantalizing burlesque performance, 
death-defying aerial acts, and awe-
inspiring circus skill. $40-50 ($35-45 
in advance). 2016. The Hall at MP 
[470 Driggs Ave. at N 10th Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 387–4001], www.
thehallbrooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, NANNE AND ANKIE: The 
Dutch folksingers perform a reper-
toire of historical songs about Henry 
Hudson and New Amsterdam. Free. 
2 pm and 4 pm. Waterfront Museum 
Barge [290 Conover St. near Reed 
Street in Red Hook, (718) 624–4719], 
www.waterfrontmuseum.org. 

See 9 DAYS on page 10

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

SAT, AUG 13
MUSIC, BARBRA STREISAND: 

$105–$615. 8 pm.

WED, AUG 17
MUSIC, BLINK-182:  $40–$75. 7 pm.

THU, AUG 18
MUSIC, WWE SUMMERSLAM 

CONCERT: With Flo Rida and 
special guest Jason Derulo. 
$35–$90. 7 pm.

FRI, AUG 19
EVENT, WWE MEET & GREETS: 

$125. 1 pm and 3:30 pm. 

SAT, AUG 20
EVENT, WWE MEET & GREETS: 

$125. 10 am, 12:30 pm, and 3 pm.

SAT, AUG 20
SPORTS, WWE NXT TAKEOVER 

— BACK TO BROOKLYN: $25–
$130. 7:30 pm.

SUN, AUG 21
SPORTS, WWE SUMMERSLAM: 

$30–$555. 6 pm.

MON, AUG 22
SPORTS, WWE MONDAY NIGHT 

RAW: $25–$130. 7:30 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to 
introduce Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and the 
New York Daily News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Thursday at 4:45 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-
out segments, can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH THURSDAY AT 4:45PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, 
and, of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn 
Paper radio is the only webcast where you’ll 
hear Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira 
Eisen berg, Anthony Weiner, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and two-time guest Borough 
President Eric Adams.

So tune in each week live Thursdays at 4:45 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes, 
Stitcher, and Mixlr.

I once caught a fish this big!: Hip-hop artist Flo Rida will 
lay down the flow at the SummerSlam Concert at Barclays 
Center on Aug. 18.
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BARCLAYS CENTER
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By Adam Ullian
for Brooklyn Paper

T
hese comics are in the 
know!

The new stand-up 
show “Comedians You 
Should Know” has recently 
blown in from the Windy 
City. Produced by Saurin 
Choksi, Mike Lebovitz, Da-
vid Drake and Jeff Steinbrun-
ner, the show has taken over 
the Spare Room of the Gutter 
bar and bowling alley in Wil-
liamsburg. Over the last few 
months, the energetic hosts 
“Comedians You Should 
Know,” or CYSK, have been 
scoring strikes with the lo-
cal comedy scene. 

We caught up with Lebo-
vitz to discuss his move from 
Chicago and what he enjoys 
about hosting the show.

Where did the show 
begin?

We started the show just 
about eight years ago in Chi-
cago. It quickly became one 
of the best shows in town. It’s 
turned into a thing where the 
first time you got to do CYSK, 
it was something you’d been 
trying to do for a while and 
it meant something.

When did you decide  to 
move it to New York?

It happened more organi-
cally than that. I didn’t move 
to New York to start the show. 
I moved to New York to take 
the next step in my stand-up 
career, and then after I was 
here for a while it felt like a 
good idea. I missed having 
that show, and I felt like the 
way we produced and ran it, 
there weren’t a whole lot of 
shows like that here. It’s just 
nice to have a show that’s your 
home base where you can de-
velop your act in a somewhat 
controlled environment. My 
friend Jeff Steinbrunner 
moved out here and found 
this great spot at the Gutter 
and we said “Yeah, let’s go 
ahead and do it.”

How does it compare 
to other shows in 
Brooklyn?

There are a lot of great 
comedy shows in New York. 
A lot of the bar shows are 
great, and a lot of them are 
not great, and there’s a huge 
variety. A lot of times it is sort 
of like “Yeah, turn on a mi-
crophone and start a show” 
but with CYSK we’ve always 
asked the audience to pay ad-
mission. It’s a small admis-
sion, but we feel like if you’re 
going to pay money to come 
in the room, you deserve to 
see a real show.

What’s unique about 
your style of hosting?

It’s a style of hosting that 
we’ve always done that we 
didn’t see as much in New 
York. I don’t know if it’s 
a Chicago style thing or a 
CYSK kind of thing, but 
we wanted to say “Host 
the s--- out of the show!” 
So we wanted that to be a 
part of it. 

What does that look 
like? 

I always figured that when 
I’m performing, I know 
where the punch line is, but 

the audience doesn’t know 
where the punch line is or 
when it’s coming if I’m doing 
my job well, so I figure the 
whole thing should be funny. 
I love getting laughs just 
from facial expressions or 
weird movements or sounds 
or whatever throughout, so 
you keep them guessing. The 
goal is that it’s engaging the 
whole time.

Comedians You Should 
Know at the Gutter [200 N. 
14th St.  in Williamsburg, 
www.thegutterbrooklyn.
com, (718) 387–3585]. Next 
show Aug. 17 at 9 pm. $5.

Busting a gut-ter
Comedy show rolls into bowling alley

Know-it-all: Mike Lebovitz is one of the four hosts of “Comedians You Should 
Know” at the Gutter bar and bowling alley in Williamsburg.
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CATERERS

Offering 
dinner, cocktail 

and 
buffet options

8015/23 13th Avenue, Dyker Heights, Brooklyn, NY 11228  718–331–2900  www.siricos.net

Fri, Aug. 19   

WEST SIDE STORY 
Sat, Aug. 20 

ALMOST FAMOUS 

Presented by

In conjunction with Rockaway!, an exhibit by MoMA PS1
Jamaica Bay-Rockaway Parks Conservancy • NYC Parks • Rockaway Beach Surf Club • Arverne By The Sea LLC • Rockaway Beach Boulevard Construction LLC

Rockaway! is made possible through the generous support of Bloomberg Philanthropies and The Secunda Family Foundation
momaps1.org/rockaway2016

In collaboration with

FREE | August 19 - 20 • Riis Park on the beach 
(Enter at the main beach entrance, adjacent to Bay 9)

DJ from 6:30 pm until movie starts at 8:00 pm
All movies are open captioned • Event is subject to 

cancellation due to weather
@rockaway_artists_alliance      #RAAFilmFest      rockawayartistsalliance.org/filmfestival 

Rockaway Artists Alliance (RAA) is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) arts organization headquartered on the Rockaway peninsula. 
RAA’s mission is to encourage and engage residents of its community by offering arts and cultural experiences. 

Concessions will be available for purchase at the

NR R

By Alexandra Simon
Brooklyn Paper

I
t is time for the great jol-
lof-off! 

Chefs at the New York 
City African Food Festival 
this weekend will determine 
— once and for all — which 
country makes the best ver-
sion of jollof, a spicy tomato-
based rice meal that origi-
nates in West Africa. The 
founder of the festival, which 
takes place in the Brooklyn 
Navy on Aug. 13–14, hopes 
that the showdown will bring 
together partisan fans of the 
hotly-debated dish with many 
regional variations. 

“The idea is, as much as it 
is a sensitive topic — it’s a fun 
thing,” said Ishmael Osekre, 
who organized the festival. 
“There’s a huge rivalry be-
tween Nigeria and Ghana — 
and throw in Senegal and the 
Ivory Coast — on who makes 
the best jollof. It’s personal for 
some people, but for us it’s re-
ally all fun and games.”

The contest, at 2 pm on 
Aug. 14, will be judged by 
professional chefs, but the 
contestants are amateurs, 
chosen to represent their 
home countries through the 

festival’s Facebook page. In 
order to encourage entries 
from home cooks, the dishes 
will be graded based on fla-
vor, not on creating towers 
of food or artful smears of 
spices, said Osekre.

“Chefs will be looking for 
taste, not presentation,” he 
said. “For us it’s about who 
makes the best food. We want 
people to have an authentic 

experience.”
The cook-off is part of a 

two-day weekend festival de-
signed to introduce Brook-
lynites to the vast range of the 
continent’s cuisine. The first 
day will feature cooking dem-
onstrations from popular Af-
rican chefs Pierre Thiam and 
Grace Odogbili, who both run 
catering companies in Brook-
lyn. The chefs will show vis-

itors how to make popular 
African dishes, including a 
variety of vegan options. On 
Sunday, Senegalese chef Ma-
rie-Claude Mendy and South 
African cook Coco Reinharz 
will demonstrate their cook-
ing techniques. 

Guests can also buy food 
from about 20 African food 
vendors, including Brooklyn 
restaurants Buka, Madiba, 
Ghenet Brooklyn, Awash, and 
Bunna Cafe, among others. 
The festival will also include 
some non-culinary examples 
of African culture, including 
fashion sales, DJs spinning 
music, and a hookah tent. 

Osekre wants the festival 
to challenge common percep-
tions about African food, and 
to introduce people to a cui-
sine that is becoming increas-
ingly common in Brooklyn. 
African dishes include such 
a variety that even picky eat-
ers will find something to 
dig into, he said. 

“I want to bring people to-
gether for a quality African 
food experience in a short pe-
riod of time,” said Osekre. “It’s 
going to be a good time — 
people are going to discover 
to things they didn’t know ex-
isted or heard of. This is really 
a showcase of our culture, our 
people, and our food. No one 
will be left out.”

“New York City African 
Food Festival” at Duggal 
Greenhouse in Brooklyn 
Navy Yard [Building 268, 63 
Flushing Ave. at Carlton Av-
enue in Fort Greene, (646) 
638–7000, www.nycafrican-
foodfestival.com]. Aug. 13–
14. Noon–8 pm. $30–$50.

The rice guys
Jollof contest at African fest

African food 101: Vendors at the New York City 
African Food Festival will serve up dishes on Aug. 
13–14. Organizers want newbies to African cusine 
to sample the continent’s many varieties.
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DANCE, “OUT OF MANY, WE 
ARE ONE”: An evening of 
rhythmic Caribbean folk, 
African, Kumina, reggae, 
jazz, and modern dance, 
as well as live drumming. 
With dancers from Jamaica 
and New York. $25. 7 pm. 
Kumble Theater at Long 
Island University [DeKalb 
and Flatbush avenues in 
Downtown, (718) 488–1624], 
www.brooklyn.liu.edu/
kumbletheater. 

MUSIC, ANDRA DAY, SON 
LITTLE: The R&B songstress 
Andra Day performs, with 
a nu-soul opener. Part of 
BRIC’s Celebrate Brooklyn! 
Festival. Free. 7:30 pm. 
Prospect Park Band Shell 
[Prospect Park West and 
Ninth Street in Park Slope, 
(718) 965–8900], www.bri-
cartsmedia.org/cb. 

MUSIC, PETER EVANS AND 
JOE MCPHEE: A show of 
tiny instruments, with a 
pocket trumpet and piccolo 
trumpet. $15. 8 pm. Issue 
Project Room [22 Boerum 
Pl. at Livingston Street in 
Downtown, (718) 330–0313], 
www.issueprojectroom.org. 

ART, “SPREAD LOVE, IT’S 
THE BROOKLYN WAY” 
OPENING RECEPTION: 
Spanish art collective Boa 
Mistura has created four 
murals in Park Slope depict-
ing lyrics and quotes from 
the Notorious B.I.G. At the 
gallery, Boa Mistura exhibits 
silkscreen prints alongside 
video of the mural project. 
Free. 7–9 pm. Open Source 
Gallery [306 17th St. at Sixth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (646) 
279–3969], www.open-
source-gallery.org. 

BURLESQUE AT THE BEACH 
— MAIM THAT TUNE: 
Strippers perform to the 
worst songs they can fi nd. 
$15. 10 pm. Sideshows by 

the Seashore [1208 Surf Ave. 
between W. 12th Street and 
Stillwell Avenue in Coney Is-
land, (718) 372–5159], www.
coneyisland.com. 

READING, GREENPOINT 
WRITERS GROUP READ-
ING: Members of the 
group present their latest 
work. Free. 5 pm. Word 
Bookstore [126 Franklin St. 
between Milton and Noble 
streets in Greenpoint, (718) 
383–0096], www.word-
brooklyn.com. 

CONFETTI QUEER DANCE 
PARTY: Put on your fi ercest 
outfi t and make your booty 
bounce all night! $10 ($7 
before midnight). 10 pm–4 
am. Bell House [149 Seventh 
St. at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus, (718) 643–6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

SUN, AUG. 14
OUTDOORS, HUNT FOR 

KING BOLETE MUSH-
ROOMS IN PROSPECT 
PARK: “Wildman” Steve 
Brills leads a search for the 
savory summer mushroom. 
Meet at the Grand Army 
Plaza entrance of the park. 
Reservations required. $20. 
11:45 am. Grand Army Plaza 
[Union Street between Flat-
bush Avenue and Prospect 
Park West in Park Slope, 
(914) 835–2153], www.wild-
manstevebrill.com. 

SUNSET TANKERTIME: Have 
a picnic on a ship. Selections 
from the maritime library 
will be available for read-
ing on site. Free. 5–10 pm. 
Portside NewYork [Pioneer 
Street at Bowne Street in 
Red Hook, (917) 414–0565], 
www.portsidenewyork.org. 

MUSIC, BLOODY MARY 
CALLAS: The opera singer 
performs live in the garden. 
Free. 3–4:30 pm. Sycamore 
[1118 Cortelyou Rd. be-
tween Stratford and West-
minster roads in Ditmas 
Park, (347) 240–5850], www.
sycamorebrooklyn.com. 

BROOKLYN HOMEBREW 
TAKEDOWN: Brooklyn’s 
fi nest homebrewers com-
pete. Come down for this 
all-you-can-drink celebra-
tion of beer. $20. 1–3 pm. 
Hill Country Barbecue [345 
Adams St. at Willoughby 
Street, (718) 885–4608], 
www.hillcountrybk.com. 

STOOPS 2016: Dancers, mu-
sicians, and visual artists 
display their work and per-
form on stoops through-
out Bedford-Stuyvesant. 
Pick up a guidebook for 
locations at Brooklyn Swirl. 
Free. Noon–5 pm. Brooklyn 
Swirl (445 Marcus Garvey 
Blvd. between Macon and 
McDonough streets in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant), www.
stoopsbedstuy.org. 

CONNECTING TO THE SA-
CRED FEMININE — A 
MEDITATION: Meditate, 
engage in personal inquiry, 
and have a modern con-
versation about what is 
feminine. All sexes and ages 
welcome. Free. 9 pm. The 
Hollows [151 Bedford Ave. 
between N. Eighth and N. 
Ninth streets in Williams-
burg, (917) 587–7176], the-
hollows.info. 

MUSIC, “INFLUENCES-CON-
FLUENCES” THE BAU-
HAUS MOVEMENT: A live 
performance highlighting 
Lukas Ligeti’s composi-
tions from 1988–2016, and 
the lasting infl uence of the 
Bauhaus movement on his 
work. $20–$25. 7 pm. Na-
tional Sawdust [80 N. Sixth 
St. at Wythe Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (646) 779–8455], 
www.nationalsawdust.org. 

MON, AUG. 15
FILM, FLICKS ON THE BEACH 

— “PURPLE RAIN”: Free. 
7:30 pm. Coney Island 
Beach (Near the Boardwalk 
at W. 10th Street in Coney 
Island), www.coneyisland-
funguide.com. 

COMEDY, “NIGHT TRAIN 
WITH WYATT CENAC”: 
Hosted by Brooklyn-based 
comedian Wyatt Cenac, 
“Night Train” is a weekly 
show that features comedy 
from the best local and in-
ternational stand up come-
dians. $5. 8 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

COMEDY, FRESH FIFTEEN: 
Benel Germosen and Amy 
Jans present fi erce, fear-
less and funny people for 
15-minute sets. $5. 8 pm. 
The Experiment Com-
edy Gallery [272 Grand 
St. between Roebling and 
Havemeyer streets in Wil-
liamsburg, (646) 479–2613], 
theexcomedy.ticketfl y.com. 

TUES, AUG. 16
READING, THE PROSE 

BOWL: Brooklyn’s only 
semi-competitive, open-
mic, fl ash-fi ction reading se-
ries, where readers perform 
fi ve-minute stories. Free. 
6:30 pm. Pete’s Candy Store 
[709 Lorimer St. at Richard-
son Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 302–3770], www.pet-
escandystore.com. 

FILM, “PITCH PERFECT”: 
The comedy about college 
girls in a singing competi-
tion screens on the Red 
Hook waterfront. Free. 8:30 
pm. Valentino Pier (Coffey 
Street at Ferris Street in Red 
Hook), www.redhookfl icks.
com. 

WED, AUG. 17
ART, “APPROPRIATING 

REVOLUTION” OPENING 
RECEPTION: An exhibit 
of artists who incorporate 
(and sometimes reinterpret) 

the symbols of past revolu-
tions to inform their current 
socially-engaged work. 
Free. 6–9 pm. The Old 
Stone House [336 Third St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, (718) 
768–3195], theoldstone-
house.org. 

FILM, MOVIES AND MALT 
— “MANHATTAN”: See 
the Woody Allen classic 
comedy in the front yard of 
the Coney Island brewery. 
Free. 7:30 pm. Coney Island 
Brewery (1904 Surf Ave. 
at W. 17th Street in Coney 
Island).  

THURS, AUG. 18
FILM, “A LEAGUE OF THEIR 

OWN”: The fi lm about 
a professional all-female 
baseball league in the 1940s 
screens in Brooklyn Bridge 
Park. Movie begins at sun-
set. Free. 6 pm. Brooklyn 
Bridge Park, Pier 1 [Furman 
Street at Old Fulton Street 
in Dumbo, (718) 222–9939], 
www.brooklynbridgepark.
org. 

TALK, “1776 — REVOLUTION 
AND EMOTION”: Profes-
sor Nicole Eustace looks at 
the pivotal role of emotion 
in reordering society in the 
decades leading up to the 
Revolution. Free. 6:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Historical Soci-
ety [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

COMEDY, STANDARD 
TIME COMEDY SHOW: 
A monthly comedy talk 
show hosted by comedi-
ans Gideon Hambright 
and Nasser Khan! Free. 8 
pm. Pacifi c Standard [82 
Fourth Ave. between Ber-
gen Street and Wyckoff 
Place in Boerum Hill, (718) 
858–1951], https://www.fa-
cebook.com/StandardTime-
Comedy. 

SPORTS, RIO SUMMER 
OLYMPICS VIEWING AT 
THE BROOKLYN MU-
SEUM: Watch the Olympics 
while relaxing in the Mu-
seum’s Steinberg Family 
Sculpture Garden. Cash 
bar available. Free. 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org.  

FRI, AUG. 19
SPORTS, PRO WRESTLING 

BAM! FUTURE STARS INI-
TIATIVE: Reality television 
stars and professional wres-
tlers collide in Brooklyn, 
with stars of “Married At 
First Sight” and “American 
Grit” battling, as well as 
Brooklyn’s own Bonesaw 
Jessie Brooks and former 
WWE wrestling star James 
“Little Guido” Maritato. $5. 
5:30–7:30 pm. St. Finbars 
Catholic [1825 Bath Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11214, 718–
256-0818]. 

TOUR, BATTLE OF BROOK-
LYN NEIGHBORHOOD 
WALK: Commemorate the 
240th anniversary of the 
Revolutionary War’s largest 
battle by touring the loca-
tions where it was fought. 
Meet at the Park entrance. 
Free. 6 pm. Grand Army 
Plaza (Union Street be-
tween Flatbush Avenue and 
Prospect Park West in Park 
Slope). 

MUSIC, “KEYS OPEN DOORS 
— THE HIDDEN LIFE OF 
LAURA PALMER”: The 
band a place both wonder-
ful and strange performs 
its live audio-visual-move-
ment piece about the death 
of “Twin Peaks” charac-
ter Laura Palmer. Stefano 
Black will also lecture on 
the occult in the works of 
David Lynch. $20. 7 pm. 
Morbid Anatomy Museum 
[424 Third Ave. at Seventh 
Street in Gowanus, (347) 
799–1017], www.morbidan-
atomymuseum.org. 

ART, “SAPAL” OPENING 
RECEPTION: A solo exhibi-
tion of abstract paintings 
by San Francisco artist 
Conrad Guevara. Free. 6–9 
pm. Kayrock Gallery [1205 
Manhattan Ave., Unit 1-4-1, 
between Ash Street and the 
water in Greenpoint, (718) 
963–2020], kayrock.org.  

SAT, AUG. 20
NORTH SUMMER STROLLS: 

With an Artichoke Pizza Eat-
ing Contest, special guests 
from the WWE, a rock 
climbing wall, hula hoops, 
bubbles, giveaways by 
local businesses, and more. 
Free. 5–9 pm. (Fifth Avenue 
between Dean Street and 
Sterling Place in Park Slope), 
www.parkslopefi fthavenue-
bid.com. 

MUSIC, CONEY ISLAND BUS-
KER FEST: Street perform-
ers dish out music, comedy, 
magic and more on Surf 
and Stillwell avenues. Free. 
Noon–7 pm. [Surf Avenue 
at Stillwell Avenue in Coney 
Island, (718) 594–7895], co-
neyislandbuskerfest.com. 

MUSIC, GARDEN GROOVES: 
Featuring free-form jazz 
fused with Negro spiritu-
als and freedom songs. 
Free. 6–8:30 pm. Greene 
Acres Community Garden 
(322 Greene Ave. between 
Franklin and Classon av-
enues in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant), www.nyrp.org/
calendar. 

MCA DAY: A celebration of 
Beastie Boy Adam Yauch, 
with music, art, and danc-
ing. Free. Noon–6 pm. 
Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

EVENT, SAND SCULPTING 
CONTEST: Open to sculpt-
ing artists of all ages and 
abilities. Registration re-
quired. Must arrive before 
11 am. Free. Noon to 4 
pm. Coney Island Board-
walk (Beach between W. 
10th and W. 12th streets in 
Coney Island), wearebcs.
org/sand. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 8

A super suplex:  Jasin “The Ripper” Karloff (bot-
tom) hurls his opponent to the ground. Karloff will 
take the ring again on Aug. 19 at St. Finbar’s Church, 
along with soon-to-be suplexed Nephtali Rodriguez, 
from the reality show “Married At First Sight.”
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Let Us Be 
Your Next Stop!

Unemployed or want a career change?
Interested in Culinary Arts or Healthcare?

Get back on track and back to school 
this fall with our affordable training 
programs for only $75!

No financial aid required!
No student loans to repay! Kin
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Included in the $75 cost of training:  
Job Placement Assistance 
Full Employment Readiness Services  

Disclaimer: This workforce solution was funded by a grant awarded by the U.S. Department of Labor’s Employment and Training Administration. The solution 

warranties, or assurances of any kind, express or implied, with respect to such information, including any information on linked sites and including, but not limited 
to, accuracy of the information or its completeness, timeliness, usefulness, adequacy, continued availability, or ownership. This program is an equal opportunity 
employer/program and auxiliary aids and services are available upon request to individuals with disabilities.  

   718-368-4637
 www.cewdkbcc.com

 

College Enrollment Readiness Services 
Personal & Financial Counseling

Q         B

Q/B Line > 
Brighton Beach > 
eastbound B1 > 
KCC or 
Q/B Line > 
Sheepshead Bay 
> B49 > KCC

Space is limited. Classes begin early September.  To be eligible to apply, individuals must be 18 years or older, 
hold a high school diploma or GED, and be legally authorized to work inthe United States. Other eligibility 
requirements may apply.

CEWD

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT SERVICES

Free bereavement support services for adults who have had a loss
(Loved one is not required to have had hospice care)

Contact our Bereavement Department at 347.226.4823

By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

The kids aren’t all right.
Scrappy Bushwick music 

venue Palisades has closed, 
according to the building’s 
owner — a big loss for Brook-
lyn’s live music scene, say lo-
cal musicians, and especially 
for young bands and fans, as 
it was one of the few stages 
in the borough that regularly 
hosted all-ages gigs.

“Losing Palisades is a big 
hit,” said Greenwood Heights 
resident Mike Quigley, whose 
band Washer played at the 
Broadway and Stockton 
Street venue around 20 times. 
“Especially in New York City 
where everything is driven 
by booze — that’s one less 
spot for the younger kids. It’s 
definitely a big blow.”

The city closed the venue 
in mid-June after finding it 
didn’t have a cabaret license 
(required for any venue with 
dancing), a place of assem-
bly permit, a sprinkler sys-
tem or enough exits, according 
to a Department of Buildings 
spokesman. Management orig-
inally  said it would be back in a 
few days , though later revised 
that to “August,”  according to 
blog Resident Advisor . 

But a “for rent” sign went 
up on the window last week, 
as first  reported by music 
site Thump , and the build-
ing owner confirmed Pali-
sades — at least in that lo-
cation — is no more.

“It is closed for good,” said 
Adela Ramirez.

Ramirez claimed she didn’t 
know immediately why the 
venue decided to call it quits 
or what the status of the sprin-
klers is — her husband is the 
one who acts as landlord, she 
said — but said they may rent 
it out as a live music venue 
again.  

The department  still has  

Sound off in Bushwick
Popular music venue Palisades now closed for good

a partial vacate order on the 
property due to the violations. 
A building’s owner is ulti-
mately responsible for mak-
ing sure the property has the 
necessary permits and is up 
to code, the agency spokes-
man said. 

Performers say they will 
take away great memories of 
Palisades from its two short 
years on the corner — espe-
cially of its welcoming and 

well-connected bookers, who 
would let a new act play its 
first gig to five people there 
one day and book a big act 
there the next.  

“Speedy Ortiz was totally 
packed — it was sweaty and 
people everywhere,” said key-
tarist Catherine Anderson — 
whose bands Robot Princess 
and Geena Davis both played 
the venue — referring to  a 
popular Massachusetts rock 

group . “But at the same time, 
I played weekend shows there 
with my band and other lo-
cal bands. They didn’t dis-
criminate.” 

Quigley also fondly re-
members the time the book-
ers allowed Washers to put 
on a benefit show for a sick 
friend — contributing all of 
the ticket sales and half of 
the bar earnings that night to 
the cause. 

“They were super nice and 
supportive,” he said. 

Palisades is at least the 
third area music venue to pull 
the plug recently — Williams-
burg bar  the Grand Victory  
and punk staple  the Acheron  
both closed last month. 

Youngsters looking for 
similar venues where they 
can rock out — or whatever 
the kids do these days — can 
still visit  the Market Hotel  and 
 Silent Barn  a few blocks from 
Palisades, or  Shea Stadium  
and  Aviv  in Williamsburg.

Palisades’ management 
could not be reached for 
comment.

(Above) The youthful 
crowd at a performance 
by Swedish rapper Yung 
Lean at Palisades in 2014. 
The building that housed 
the venue is all locked 
up, and the landlords are 
looking for new tenants.
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THREE WAYS TO LOVE

BROOKLYN PAPER and 
BrooklynPaper.com

Your go-to source for a daily 
dose of Brooklyn!

IN PRINT
Pick up Brooklyn 
Paper every 
Friday across 
Greenpoint, 
Williamsburg, 
Bushwick, 
Downtown, and 
Brownstone 
Brooklyn. Each paper 
delivers news, arts, sports, and parenting 
in one package.

ON YOUR COMPUTER, 
PHONE, OR TABLET
No one 
else covers 
Brooklyn like 
BrooklynPaper.
com. The site 
is updated 
throughout the 
day, offering 
the latest local 
coverage with more depth than any other 
web publication.

IN YOUR INBOX, 
NEWSFEED, OR TIMELINE
Brooklyn Paper will come to 
you, too. Follow us on Twitter 
at @Brooklyn_Paper, like us 
on Facebook at Facebook.
com/BrooklynPaper, and 
sign up for our e-mail news-
letter at BrooklynPaper.
com/about/alerts.

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Police want to help Mayor 
DeBlasio sweat every time he 
visits his Park Slope gym. 

Dozens of officers pick-
eted Hizzoner outside the 
Ninth Street YMCA twice 
last week and again on Tues-
day to demand a pay raise 
— and they’ll be back soon 
when he least expects it, 
according to their union 
spokesman.

“It’s going to be a pop-up 
thing unexpectedly,” said Jo-
seph Mancini of the Patrol-
men’s Benevolent Associa-
tion, which represents around 
24,000 of the city’s 36,000 

officers. “We like to sur-
prise him.”

DeBlasio relocated from 
the Slope to Gracie Mansion 
when he took office in 2014, 
but continues to lead a mo-
torcade over to his old gym 
between Fifth and Sixth ave-
nues most mornings  so he can 
engage in a leisurely “work-
out,”  often followed by a visit 
to a nearby patisserie — mak-
ing him a sitting duck for 
foes and journalists hoping 
to catch his attention. 

During their early morn-
ing rallies, the protesting pa-
trolmen waved signs reading 
“Just another dumbell [sic] 
in the gym” and “ ‘Work-

out’ contract with cops,” 
and parked a truck-borne 
billboard across the street 
from the Y.

New York cops earn more 
on average than many of their 
counterparts in other large 
metropolises, according to 
the city, but union members 
argue that the cost of living 
here is so high that they’re 
actually worse off.

“New York City police of-
ficers — who protect the big-
gest city in the country ev-
ery day — deserve and will 
fight for a rate of pay equal 
to other police officers lo-
cally and across the country 
as state law requires,” said 

president Patrick Lynch.
The city has cut a deal with 

other uniformed workers for 
an 11 percent raise over seven 
years, but union bosses say 
that isn’t enough for New 
York’s Finest. 

The mayor is nevertheless 
still open to negotiations with 
the officers, a spokeswoman 
said — just not, presumably, 
outside the Y.

“Our door has always been 
— and continues to be — 
open to the PBA to nego-
tiate a long-term contract, 
as we’ve done with nearly 
the entire city workforce to 
date,” said mayoral press sec-
retary Freddi Goldstein.

Flexing their muscles
Police: We’re going to be regulars at mayor’s gym

Protesting police officers put the heat on Mayor De-
Blasio outside the Park Slope Y on Aug. 2.
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By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

They were soggy dog-
gies!

A dog-walking company 
hosted a pooch wash in Wind-
sor Terrace on Saturday, 
scrubbing dozens of dirty 
dogs to raise money for an 
overcrowded neighborhood 
animal-rescue shelter. 

Brooklyn Bark organizes 
the Great Dog Wash annually 
in order to keep pro-bono, no-
kill Third Avenue shelter Sean 
Casey Animal Rescue afloat. 
This year, the canine stylists 
bathed around 40 pups, raising 
nearly $500 in the process.

Casey is something of a 
neighborhood hero for his 
good works saving animals 

in need and locals say they 
were more than happy to chip 
in with donations.

“Sean Casey’s amazing,” 
said Park Sloper Shai Navon, 
who got his hound Shoko from 
Sean Casey two years ago, 
and came to the wash support 
the institution. “His shelter is 
incredible. It’s just an amaz-
ing place.”

SHAM-POOCH! 
Dog wash raises money for local shelter
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By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

They’re not buying it.
The outgoing residents of 

a tony Park Slope old folks’ 
home say they’re skeptical 
of a real-estate investment 
firm’s promise to pay them 
the $3.35 million they agreed 
to take in exchange for va-
cating the ritzy property, 
which their landlord failed 
to cough up when it was due 
last month. 

Sugar Hill Capital Part-
ners claims it is willing to 
front the cash Prospect Park 
Residence owner Haysha De-
itsch agreed to pay his frail 
tenants so they can afford to 
move to a new nursing home, 
yet just last week the firm 
got a court order to stop De-
itsch from using its money 
for that very purpose. Now 
the tenants and their loved 
ones say they don’t believe 
either party is good for the 
greenbacks.

“I don’t know whether 
they really mean it,” said 
Nancy Richardson, whose 
93-year-old friend AnneMa-

rie Mogil lives in the Pros-
pect Park West home. 

Deitsch claims he in-
tended to pay off the resi-
dents — who fought a high-
profile court battle to stay in 
the building for two years 
before finally  agreeing in 
June to leave for the hand-
some sum  — using a secu-
rity deposit Sugar Hill put 
down in 2014 to nab the ritzy 
134-unit building and turn 
it into condos. 

But Sugar Hill obtained 
a court order last Thursday 
preventing him from dipping 
into the down payment, ac-
cusing him of crying poverty 
to secretly spend their cash 
behind their backs.

“Rather than respond to 
good-faith efforts to reach 
resolution, the seller is re-
fusing to negotiate, threaten-
ing bankruptcy, and seeking 
to wrongfully retain Sugar 
Hill’s down payment for its 
own benefit,” the firm said 
in a statement.

Sugar Hill claims it is still 
prepared to fund the settle-
ment itself so it can finally 

take control of the building 
and turn it into condos, but 
refuses to say how, when, or 
why it won’t just allow De-
itsch to use the down pay-
ment.

In the meantime, the frail 
residents say they’re stuck 
in the middle — they’ve al-
ready put down deposits on 
new nursing homes, but can’t 
afford to leave until someone 
coughs up the cash.

“We’re screwed at the 
moment,” said Richard-
son. “[Mogil] could move 
in there tomorrow, but not 
unless that money comes 
through.” 

The residents’ lawyer 
is now trying to place a 
$3.35-million lien on some 
other properties Deitsch 
owns on Fourth Avenue.

Prospect Park Residence 
itself already has $10 mil-
lion in liens tied to wrongful 
death suits he is in the midst 
of fighting, so the attorney 
hopes an attachment order 
on his other investments 
will light a fire under De-
itsch’s butt. 

Show them the $$$
Old folks stuck in home without payout
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For more information and to find out about our other 
great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch, call 
800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must open a Flushing Bank Complete Checking Plus account. Get the complete 
access and control you desire with a competitive interest rate and banking on-the-go with our 
Flushing Bank Mobile2 app.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New money only. APY effective July 5. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be 
transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. A new Complete Checking Plus account 
with a $5,000 minimum initial deposit is required to receive the CD with the advertised rate. Certain fees and restrictions may apply. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance 
is $5,000. A new checking account is not required for IRA accounts. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details. 2 Flushing Bank Mobile Banking is available to all Flushing Bank online 
banking users. Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

18-Month CD

1.25%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

My due date is only weeks 
away, but I’m still on the fence 
about whether or not to breast-
feed my baby. I have heard that 
formula feeding is easier, but I 
know that the benefits of breast 
milk might outweigh conve-
nience. Can you give me some 
more information that will help 
me make my decision? 

There is a reason that the say-
ing goes, “Breast milk is best.” 
It truly is a “superfood,” and 
the act of breastfeeding can be 
good for mother and baby alike. This is why 
the American Academy of Pediatrics recom-
mends that women breastfeed a newborn ex-
clusively for at least the first six months, and 
continue to breastfeed with the addition of 
solid food for at least a year after that. 

Breast milk itself is a natural combination of 
nutrients that is designed to support newborn 
growth and development. The composition of 
a mother’s breast milk will change naturally 
in response to her baby’s feeding habits and 
age. The connection that occurs during the act 
of breastfeeding also builds a bond between 
the child and mother. In addition, a mother 
naturally passes on antibodies and proteins 
through breast milk that will reduce her ba-
by’s risk of developing respiratory infections, 
ear infections, intestinal disorders, allergies 
and other diseases.

Breastfeeding your newborn has benefits 
for you as well! Breastfeeding can decrease a 
mother’s risk for postpartum depression, os-
teoporosis and certain types of cancer, while 
helping her lose weight and get back in shape. 
And, of course, a mother’s breast milk is free 
and convenient.

For many women, breastfeeding may pose a 

few initial challenges. Fortunate-
ly, it is becoming easier to over-
come them. Some women have 
difficulty with breastfeeding at 
first, but many hospitals, includ-
ing New York Methodist, have 
nurses and lactation consultants 
who can teach new mothers 
techniques that will help them 
breastfeed. Mothers who return 
to work in the months follow-
ing their babies’ births also face 
scheduling issues that may make 
regular breastfeeding difficult. 
However, new laws now require 

employers to provide both break time and a 
dedicated location within the workplace to al-
low mothers of nursing infants ages one and 
younger to use a breast pump in private. 

It is rare, but a small percentage of mothers 
may have medical conditions that make it dif-
ficult or inadvisable for them to breastfeed. 
Formula does not contain natural antibodies, 
but it does have the right amount of nutrients 
to sustain a healthy baby, so in the case that 
breastfeeding is not an option, formula feed-
ing can be a healthy alternative. 

Ultimately, the choice between breastfeed-
ing and formula feeding is an individual deci-
sion, so it is good that you want to know your 
options. Talk to your health care provider at 
your next visit for more information. No mat-
ter what your circumstances are, it is impor-
tant to make an informed decision. 

New York Methodist Hospital is a member of the 
New York City Breastfeeding Hospital Collaborative, 
and offers prenatal breastfeeding classes where expect-
ant mothers can meet a lactation consultant to learn 
more about the benefits of breastfeeding. NYM also 
has a breastfeeding support group available to all new 
mothers whether or not they have given birth at the 
Hospital. For more information, call 718-780-5078. 

By Sandra McDevitt, R.N. 
Lactation Specialist, New York Methodist Hospital

Sandra McDevitt, R.N.

By Dennis Lynch
Brooklyn Paper

It is a house the whole 
neighborhood can enjoy!

Brooklyn Heights residents 
are delighted that they won’t 
have to look at the eyesore of a 
building at the corner of Clark 
Street and Monroe Place for 
much longer, as the city just 
approved the owners’ plans 
to restore the partially-demol-
ished 150-year-old property 
back to its five-story pre-Civil 
War glory. 

“I think who’s happy is 
everyone who lives nearby 
who’s had to look at this wreck 
of a building now for eight 
years,” said Peter Bray, exec-
utive director of civic group 
the Brooklyn Heights Asso-
ciation. 

The city’s Landmarks 
Preservation Commission ap-
proved the restoration plans 
for the Greek-revival at the 
edge of the neighborhood’s 
historic district last Tuesday, 
as  first reported by real estate 
blog New York Yimby .  

The house has been in such 
a shoddy state for so long, 
the Department of Buildings 
in 2008 ordered the owners 
at the time to demolish the 
top three floors of the build-
ing — including the distinc-
tive mansard roof — leaving 
a squat two stories of unin-
habitable home left. 

And the agency was pre-
pared to level the rest of the 
building before the commis-
sion approved the restoration, 
according to an architect on 
the job.

The current owners bought 
the property in 2010, accord-
ing to city records.

The restoration plans are 
almost identical to the origi-
nal 1852 home. The roof, the 
stoop on Monroe Street, and 
the two-story bay windows 
on Clark Street will all re-
turn. 

But it will need a few al-
terations so the builders 
can make it structurally 
sound again, said the ar-
chitect, which means shift-
ing some windows a foot or 
so and moving an entrance 
on Clark Street a little to al-

Back to the future!
Historic Brooklyn Heights eyesore will be restored

low for a modern steel frame 
that will support three new 
floors.

“Not only is half the build-
ing gone, but it suffered years 
of neglect before that so 
what’s left is in pretty bad 

shape,” said Tom Van Den 
Bout, a restoration architect 
at NV design architecture. 
“There’s so much work just 
reinforcing the little bit that 
is left, then creating a struc-
tural system that both rein-

(Above) 100 Clark St. in 
its current dilapidated 
state. (Near left) Designs 
for the new building, 
which are very similar to 
(far left) the eye-catch-
ing original.
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forces what is there and al-
lows for a restoration back 
to what it was.”

The builders can’t take the 
entire structure down and re-
build it from scratch, as cur-
rent zoning would not allow 
for the same building. The 
new buildings will also in-
clude a modern elevator and 
interiors in what will be a 
multi-family home, Van Den 
Bout said.

Construction will begin 
in September, the architect 
said.
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C
yclones skipper Tom 
Gamboa — who won 
his 100th game with 

the team on Aug. 8 — has 
spent a career in baseball, 
but the game of golf is al-
ways on his mind. Anyone 
who knows him or listens to 
him talk baseball inevitably 
hears about golf, and Gamby 
finds analogies between the 
two games, blending the loves 
of his sports life with mea-
sured ease.

The correlation between 
the two sports was obvious 
— at least to Gamboa — last 
week as he took in the play of 
rookie right-handed pitcher 
Ty Williams. 

It wasn’t a picture-per-
fect performance. Williams 
— who was excited to pitch 
for the first time in Brooklyn 
— struggled on the mound and 
was removed after throwing 
just nine pitches, none of them 

strikes. While the rest of the 
Clones roster was in mid-sea-
son form, Williams was just 
getting into game mode — 
and it showed. 

Gamboa had warned Wil-
liams that the game would be 
a struggle, telling the pitcher, 
“I don’t care how many sides 
and bullpens you threw, when 
you come into the game with 
5,000 screaming kids, the 
game speeds up on you.”

Afterwards, the Brooklyn 
skipper compared the situa-
tion to a amateur golfer step-
ping up to the pro tees dur-
ing the U.S. Open. 

“The only thing I can 
equate it to, for somebody 
who hasn’t played pro base-
ball, would be if you’re just 
a once-in-awhile golfer with 
your buddies, but you never 
play in a tournament,” Gam-
boa said. “And now there’s 
100 people around the first 
tee when you’re gonna tee off 
instead of just your three bud-
dies, what you feel over there 
is what he felt times 10.”

MCU Park separates itself 
from other ballparks in the 
league because of the huge 

Skipper’s love of game 
helps him on the diamond

Golfi ng Gamby

crowds, but there is also a big 
wind factor, thanks to the fact 
that it sits only a few hun-
dred feet from the ocean. The 
Cyclones offense does better 
on the road in part because it 
doesn’t have to fight the heavy 
winds coming in. Home runs 
are seldom hit to right field 
and even well-hit balls to left 
are frequently off the wall, if 
not caught. As far as Gam-
boa is concerned, the condi-
tions are, once again, simi-
lar to golf.

“When you come up to a 
tee and the wind is 30 miles 
an hour right in your face, 
there’s negative vibes know-
ing that no matter how good 
you hit it, the wind is going 
to knock it down and you’re 
going to have a long ways to 
go on the next shot,” Gam-

By David Russell

Diamond
Dave’s
Cyclones Report

By Max Jaeger
Brooklyn Paper

They drew on the People’s 
Playground’s colorful past!

An internationally ac-
claimed artist taught school 
kids a little history — and 
how to paint in the traditional 
freak-show banner style — as 
part of the Coney Art Walls 
installation. Sodom by the Sea 
is known for amusements and 
abnormalities, but a light bulb 
went off when the artist was 
coming up with the theme, and 
she decided to highlight the 
area’s unsung history of scien-
tific innovation, she said.

“People think of Coney 
one-dimensionally — it’s 
honky-tonk fun — but at the 
turn of the last century, this 
was a place for technology,” 
said Coney Island USA art-
ist-in-residence Marie Rob-
erts, who has shown in gal-
leries in the city, London, and 
Korea. “One hundred years 
ago, light bulbs were for the 
rich. People came down here 
and saw light bulbs for the 
first time. Immigrants arriv-
ing here on ships [in the early 
1900s] did not see the Statue 
of Liberty, they saw the lights 
on Coney Island.”

A brush with fame
Kids paint mural with acclaimed artist in Coney Island

The mural is painted in 
the sideshow banner style 
with cartoonish figures, bold 
lines, and vibrant colors, and 

it features Granville T. Woods 
— who invented the electric 
roller coaster and debuted it in 
Coney — and Dr. Martin A. 

Couney — who put premature 
babies on exhibit and charged 
25 cents a peek to pay for the 
infants’ medical bills.

Roberts worked with about 
a dozen city school kids from 
the Thrive Collective, which 
teaches life skills through 
painting, an organizer said.

“We make the process of 
painting a mural into easy, 
incremental steps — a large 
part of what we do is personal 
development, teaching confi-
dence. The murals act as the 
stage or backdrop for students 
to find their voice, but also 
to learn how to fail.”

Roberts and crew started 
the project on Aug. 1 and were 
putting the finishing touches 
on by Aug. 5, she said. It will 
be on display along with doz-
ens of murals painted by in-
ternationally acclaimed art-
ists.

“We’re adding the in-
ventors’ names so people 
can Google them,” Roberts 
said.

Coney Art Walls [3050 
Stillwell Ave. between the 
Bowery and the Boardwalk 
in Coney Island]. Noon–10 
pm. Free.

Cyclones skipper Tom 
Gamboa.
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boa said.
Gamboa and the Clones 

have faced their fair share 
of ups and downs on the 
diamond this season, but 
nothing could quite prepare 
the squad for its weekend in 
Tri-City. Gamby couldn’t 
even come up with an ad-
equate golf analogy to put 
the whirlwind innings into 
perspective. 

Brooklyn split a pair of 
blowouts with the Valley-
Cats in games that were as 
lopsided as they come. 

On Aug. 7, the Valley-
Cats scored 13 runs in the 
first two innings en route 
to an 18–4 win. The next 
night, Brooklyn scored 11 
runs in the first three in-
nings in a 14–3 win, Gam-
boa’s 100th at the helm.

Gamboa joins Edgar 
Alfonzo and Rich Don-
nelly as the only Brook-
lyn managers with triple 
digit wins.

Congratulations are 
also in order for shortstop 
Colby Woodmansee, first 
baseman Pete Alonso and 
righty starter Harol Gon-
zalez, who were named 
to the New York-Penn 
League All-Star Game 
on Aug. 16. Gamboa is, 
naturally, excited for his 
players, but he’s also ready 
for a few days off — and 
maybe some time on the 
golf course. 

Sideshow banner artist Marie Roberts (top) de-
signed and painted a mural with local school kids. 
(Above) Students hard at work on the mural.
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By Caroline Spivack
Brooklyn Paper

They’re making Bay Ridge 
great again!

Owners of German restau-
rant Schnitzel Haus have re-
turned a controversial photo of 
Republican presidential nomi-
nee Donald Trump to its right-
ful place on their wall after 
 bowing to complaints to re-
move it last week . Restaura-
teurs removed the signed head 
shot of the Donald that graced 
the eatery’s walls for nearly a 
decade after patrons kvetched 
that the divisive White House 
hopeful’s mug was ruining 
their appetites. But then they 
got flak from conservatives 
for bowing to liberal pres-
sure, and so, fed up with the 
hoopla, the owners decided 
to put the picture back up on 
Aug. 6 — because their First 
Amendment rights trump all, 
one said.

“At the end of the day, it’s 
our restaurant, and it’s our 
right and privilege to have 

It’s yuuuuuuge news!
Trump photo is back at Schnitzel Haus

it up,” said Amber Urban, 
who operates the German 
gaststätte with her husband. 
“It’s not up to others what 
we can and can’t do. It’s our 

choice.”
But the controversy did not 

stop there — someone used 
lipstick to scribble a mustache 
and devil horns on the real-es-

tate mogul’s face on Aug. 
7, Urban said. The losers 
ought to find a better use 
of their time, she said.

“It’s a picture on the wall 
for god’s sake,” Urban said. 
“Don’t people have more 
important things to do?”

Trump gave the signed 
photo to the Urbans in 2007 
after visiting the recently 
opened restaurant to wish 
them luck on their business 
venture, but no one com-
plained about it until the 
Donald got the Republi-
can party’s nod in the 2016 
presidential race. They 
took it down after com-
plaints from customers 
and bad reviews on web-
sites such as Yelp.com. 

Since this paper first 
broke the story last week, 
people from across the 
country who have never 
visited the restaurant — 
and likely never will — 
have called Urban to ex-
ercise their own First 
Amendment rights, she 
said.

“I got into an argu-
ment with one man from 
Texas over the phone — 
it’s just insane,” she said. 
“I’m very done with all this 
nonsense.”

The photo of Donald Trump is back on the wall at 
Bay Ridge’s Schnitzel Haus.
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