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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

It’s Shakespeare in the buff!
An all-female troupe of actors 

will give a naked performance of 
Shakespeare’s play “The Tempest” 
in Prospect Park next month. The 
live nude girl group will bring the 
provocative performance to the 
park’s Music Pagoda for four free 
performances on Sept. 7–10. The 
show’s male director says that the 
stripped-down production is de-
signed to promote body positiv-
ity — but he also knew that using 
unclad actors would create some 
conversation. 

“People are going to have big, 
strong reactions,” said Pitr Strait, 
who lives in Park Slope. “We asked 
‘How do we work nudity into the 
play so Shakespeare doesn’t get 
swallowed up and so the huge, dis-
tracting thing works for us?’ ”

William Shakespeare’s final 
play is set on a magical island, 
and the inhabitants of the remote 
isle begin the play in the altogether. 
Those who shipwreck on the beach 
begin by wearing pencil skirts, 
high heels, and corsets, but their 
stuffy ensembles are too much for 
the tropical island and the women 
unclothe their naked villainy by 
the end of the play.

This is the second incarnation 
of the show, which premiered in 
Manhattan’s Central Park in May. 
Public nudity is illegal in New York 
City parks, but officials make spe-

O BRAVE NUDE WORLD
Naked women to perform ‘Tempest’ in Prospect Park — and it’s legal!

Reanna Roane plays the spirit Ariel in a nude, all-female production of “The Tempest” 
opening in Prospect Park on Sept. 7.
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cial exceptions for performance 
art, said Strait, and the group has 
secured permits for the shows.

The permit for the Manhattan 
shows only allowed full nudity 
during the actual performances, 
so the actors could not have an un-
dress rehearsal inside the park. In-

stead, the group prepared for the 
show by going to a nude spa so 
they could adjust to being in the 
buff together, and rehearsed topless 
before opening night. The actors 
also sweated through some intense 
training from Strait to perfect their 
use of Shakespearean language — 

which should silence critics who 
think the show is just a gimmick, 
said one of the actors.

“We focused deeply on the lan-
guage,” said Kara Lynn, a body 
paint and nude figure model who 
portrays the young prince Ferdi-
nand. “So this play isn’t just about 

a bunch of naked women. We’re 
all trained Shakespearean actors. 
As an actor, doing Shakespeare 
is already difficult, but now do-
ing it nude was another layer of 
‘Oh my God.’ ”

During the month leading up 
to the premiere, Lynn went to the 
gym and attended yoga classes to 
help give her the confidence to act 
while in her birthday suit.

“As a woman you want to re-
main true to the body-positivity 
movement, but at the same time 
you want to feel good about your-
self,” she said.

About 400 people turned out 
to peep at the two Central Park 
performances in May, and most 
audience members reacted pos-
itively, said Lynn. But the play 
caused a tempest in a teapot as 
critics — most of whom had not 
seen the show — slammed it for 
tarnishing Shakespeare’s work. 
But Lynn said that she is willing 
to stand against the slings and ar-
rows of outrage in order to pro-
mote healthy body images.

“I do it more for the body-posi-
tivity movement and the idea that 
women shouldn’t be ashamed 
of their bodies, just like men 
shouldn’t,” she said.

“The Tempest” at Prospect 
Park’s Music Pagoda (at the 
north end of the Nethermead, 
enter at Ocean Avenue and Lin-
coln Road in Prospect Lefferts 
Gardens). Sept. 7–10 at 5:30 
pm. Free.

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

This warehouse is still a bare 
house!

Brooklyn Bridge Park’s long-
awaited Empire Stores ware-
house redevelopment finally 
opened its doors last Thursday 
with the arrival of high-end 
Dumbo furniture hawker West 
Elm, but don’t start planning a 
big shopping expedition there 
just yet — no other stores will 
open there until next year, ac-
cording to a spokeswoman for 
the developer.

Builder Midtown Equities was 
 originally slated to open its re-
tail, restaurant, and office com-
plex inside the seven connected 
Civil War–era buildings in 2015 , 
though in May of this year told 
this paper it would open the com-
pound in the fall. But the rep 
now claims there haven’t been 
any delays, and this was the plan 
all along. 

“Fall 2016 was the estimate 
for the first store, so we’re on 
track,” said Midtown spokes-
woman Tina Clabbers. “West 
Elm was first to move in, and 
now others will start.” 

Construction on the rest of the 
landmarked Water Street prop-
erty is “nearing completion,” she 
said, and other tenants — which 
include  a satellite museum of the 
Brooklyn Historical Society , an 
 outpost of popular area eatery 
Vinegar Hill House ,  a rooftop 
beer garden , and  a storefront for 
hip watchmaker Shinola  — will 
soon begin their decking out their 
spaces for an expected opening 
of winter 2017. 

Still, early shoppers say they 
like what is there so far — espe-
cially West Elm’s in-house cafe, 
which has views looking out over 
the East River.

“I think it’s beautiful, they 
did a really good job preserv-
ing it,” said Dumbo resident 
Christy Gibb, who visited the 
emporium on its opening day. 

The new West Elm store is the first to open inside the Em-
pire Stores warehouses — and the only one for awhile.
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Lone shop opens in Dumbo’s 
ambitious warehouse convo

Empire’s state

“The coffee shop has the best 
view going.” 

The makeover is a long time 
coming for the historic struc-
ture,  where coffee barons the 
Arbuckle brothers once stored 
and packaged their famed Ar-
iosa brand in the late 19th cen-
tury , but which has been sitting 
vacant and decomposing since 
the 1960s.

Dumbo real-estate tycoon Da-
vid Walentas of Two Trees Man-
agement first secured the rights 
to redevelop the property in the 
mid-1980s, when it was part of 
Empire–Fulton Ferry State Park, 
but the state  in 2002 handed it 
over to rival developer Shaya 
Boymelgreen , who planned to 
remodel the storehouse into Chel-
sea Market–style mall.  

The state then took it back af-
ter four years of inaction, claim-
ing Boymelgreen  left the already 
decrepit buildings to languish  
into a dangerous state of disre-
pair. And finally in 2013, the city 
— now in control of the land after 
Brooklyn Bridge Park subsumed 
the state park in 2010 —  tapped 
Midtown Equities for the job , 
granting it a 96-year lease. 

The full renovation of the 
Civil War–era warehouses 
— including this open-air 
courtyard — isn’t expected 
to be completed until 2017.
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By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

A Clinton Hill man lost his home and his vehicle 
in one fell swoop last Thursday when he crashed 
his 1998 Pathfinder Sport into several cars and the 
entire camper collapsed onto the street.

The driver — a spacey Swiss man sporting a tie-
dyed T-shirt with a picture of a cat on it — was turn-
ing left from Vanderbilt Avenue to the Bedford–
Stuyvesant–bound side of Park Avenue at around 1 
pm when he hit a 2015 Infiniti and a 2016 Hyundai, 
causing the back of his ramshackle mobile home to 
cave in, witnesses told ace photographer Paul Mar-
tinka, who captured the aftermath.

The man said he lives in the van under the Brook-
lyn–Queens Expressway, and was still hoping to 
save the mobile home’s roof, Martinka said. The 
gent did not have a license or identification, and 
the van did not have any plates.

The Police Department says officers slapped 
him with three summonses, but couldn’t say what 
they were for.

The crumpled camper blocked traffic on that 
block of Park Avenue’s lanes for at least three hours 
while authorities and drivers waited for tow trucks 
to cart away it and one of the damaged cars, which 
was also in pretty gnarly shape, Martinka said.

Camper crash in C’Hill

Van damn! 
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By Alexandra Simon
Brooklyn Paper

Hundreds of people turned out 
for a controversial festival com-
memorating the Crown Heights 
riot on Aug. 21, despite some slam-
ming it as a distasteful way to 
mark such a dark period in the 
neighborhood’s history. 

Organizers say they understand 
why the family of Yankel Rosen-
baum — the Australian Jewish 
man killed during the 1991 tur-
moil — described a fete promising 
“fun for all ages”  as “an insult” to 
his memory , but the large turnout 
from both black and Jewish res-
idents shows it really did bring 
the communities  together.

“I definitely understand — he 
felt it was inappropriate,” said or-
ganizer Rabbi Eli Cohen, direc-
tor of Jewish group the Crown 
Heights Community Council. 
“We did it because we feel it’s 
important and to focus on what 

we can achieve when we work to-
gether — because look at what 
can happen.” 

The One Crown Heights festi-
val marked 25 years since a motor-
cade carrying a prominent Jewish 
leader ran over 7-year-old black 
boy Gavin Cato, igniting racial 
tensions in the predominantly 
black and Hasidic Jewish com-
munity. Hours later, rioters fatally 
stabbed Rosenbaum, and three 
days of chaos followed.

Local leaders including Bor-
ough President Adams, Council-
woman Laurie Cumbo (D–Crown 
Heights), and Councilman Ma-
thieu Eugene (D–Crown Heights) 
started the day at the Jewish 
Children’s Museum with a cer-
emony remembering both Cato 
and Rosenbaum, followed by a 
march down Kingston Avenue 
to Brower Park for the festivi-
ties, which included rides, games, 
and performances from Carib-

The very fest intentions
25 years later, Crown Heights holds controversial ‘riot’ fete

Rabbi Eli Cohen of the Crown Heights Jewish Community 
Council and Mike Joseph from steel pan group Harmony 
Music Makers demonstrate some community unity at the 
festival on Aug. 21.
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though Gavin Cato’s father Car-
mel attended. Both men, who have 
been friends for 15 years,  nev-
ertheless broke rye bread at a 
Midwood deli  before mourning 
in their own ways. 

Festival attendees say their 
families enjoyed the fair, and 
defended the neighborhood get-
together as a way of showing how 
far the community has come since 
its ugliest days.

“The festival wasn’t wrong 
— it was more like a celebra-
tion toward the community com-
ing together,” said Looly Cohen, 
whose two daughters got their 
faces painted and bounced on 
the jumping castle. “It was very 
nice and there were lots of things 
to do.”

Rabbi Eli Cohen, a lifelong 
Crown Heights resident, says 
he has seen the changes in the 
community first-hand, and hopes 
another festival happens for the 
50th anniversary.

“A lot has changed — it’s a 
different community,” he said. 
“Crime has gone down, which 
has helped a lot of groups work-
ing together. We hope to be there 
for the next festival.”

bean steel pan bands.
Yankel Rosenbaum’s brother 

Norman — who was in town for 

the anniversary — and some local 
Orthodox leaders denounced the 
upbeat fiesta ahead of the event, 

Local community leaders play the shofar — a Jewish instru-
ment made from a ram’s horn — with Councilman Mathieu 
Eugene.
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WEEKEND
11:30 PM Fri to 5 AM Mon 
Aug 26 – 29

Planned Service Changes

© 2016 Metropolitan Transportation Authority

Significant service changes impact the 2 and 3 lines in Brooklyn.

There is no 2 3 service between Manhattan and Brooklyn.

4 5 ( Q and ) trains provide alternate service.
 

Stay Informed
Call 511 and say “Current Service Status,” look for informational posters in stations, 
or visit mta.info ���������	
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Are you ready to give back? Meet volunteers in Brooklyn and learn 
about community-building activities and service opportunities with  
the elderly, Holocaust survivors, refugees, people living in poverty,  
and others in need. Light refreshments will be served. 

WED, SEP 14, 5:30–7:30 PM, FREE

BrooklynWorks | 159 20th Street, #1B, Brooklyn
R train to Prospect Avenue

VISIT JCCMANHATTAN.ORG/ENGAGE-BROOKLYN  
OR CALL 646.505.5708 TO REGISTER

a program of volunteering + social action

PLEASE JOIN US 
ENGAGE BROOKLYN OPEN HOUSE

Engage Jewish Service Corps is generously supported by UJA-Federation of New York.

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Call him nonplussed.
Soon to be pool-less Brooklyn Bridge 

Park could have had a permanent re-
placement by now, but officials turned 
their backs on a proven plan for a barge-
based swimming hole when a zany, 
much-hyped proposal for a high-tech 
floating facility called “+Pool” came 
along, claims the architect behind the 
original plan.

The creator of the “Floating Pool 
Lady”  — which thrilled park-goers 
when it moored at the park in summer 
2007 — claims park honchos were on 
board to build a full-time version to re-
place the green space’s temporary “pop-
up” pool,  which will close at the end of 
this summer . But when the sexier alter-
native came along, they said they could 
no longer raise funds for his bulky in-
dustrial design because +Pool had sto-
len all his thunder.

“We had proposed the f loating 
barge pool four years ago,” said Jona-
than Kirschenfeld. “But the park said 
we’ll never be able to raise the money 
as long as +Pool is everybody’s idea 
of a pool.”

Kirschenfeld’s Floating Pool Lady — 
a seven-lane lagoon atop a re-purposed 
barge — was so popular  when it toured 
the city in 2007  that the park and its con-
servancy applied  for a permit to build a 
permanent version there in 2011 .

But the next year, momentum shifted 
to +Pool — a proposal from design firm 
Family Playlabs for an Olympic-sized 
public bath in the shape of a plus that will 

tune Foundation —  and is still up and 
running in the Bronx , but Kirschen-
feld says he’d need $14 and $17 million 
to create a more long-lasting incarna-
tion, which he could have finished in 
two years.

“We’re ready to go, somebody just 
needs to give us the go,” he said. 

The +Pool, by comparison, would cost 
approximately $19 million — $1 million 
of which has been raised from donors so 
far — and will take four years to build, ac-
cording the project’s spokeswoman Kara 
Meyer. It could never have been ready in 
time for next summer, as  Playlab didn’t 
start testing its design until 2014 .

The company may not even station 
the pool in Brooklyn Bridge Park, as it 
is considering nine other locations in-
cluding Transmitter Park in Greenpoint 
and the new Domino Sugar Factory de-
velopment in Williamsburg. 

Meyer said the firm meets with reps 
from the potential sites regularly, though 
Brooklyn Bridge Park spokeswoman 
Belinda Cape refused to say how often 
its management speaks with the +Pool 
people and if it meets with Kirschen-
feld’s group at all. 

Kirchenfeld says the park should 
stop chasing after its dream pool and 
focus on bringing a proven concept to 
the green space as soon as possible, es-
pecially since the +Pool has a host of 
places to drop anchor.

“When +Pool is built, there are plenty 
of places to put it,” he said. “Right now, 
for Brooklyn Bridge Park, we really need 
to get started on a pool that can be built 

use filtered water from the East River. 
It raised more than $300,000 on Kick-
starter and received breathless cover-
age from media outlets around the city 
(including this one), and Kirschenfeld 
claims park management then told his 
team to sink their plan.

The Floating Pool Lady cost $3.5 mil-
lion — which was provided at the time 
by social welfare organization the Nep-

PARK POOL WARS
Architect: Proven plan ousted for far-out facility

(Above) Locals enjoy the Floating 
Pool Lady barge in this 2007 file 
photo, but the so-called +Pool 
(left) has stolen its thunder.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Hands off that spigot!
Brooklyn Bridge Park officials must 

keep the park’s beloved “pop-up” pool 
intact beyond its planned expiration 
date of Sept. 5 until they find a way 
to bring a permanent swimming hole 
to the waterfront green space, fami-
lies and pols demanded at a rally last 
Thursday afternoon.

“The pop-up pool has made a big 
splash, we can’t let it dry up at the end 

of the summer,” said state Sen. Daniel 
Squadron (D–Brooklyn Heights), who 
organized the rally alongside advocacy 
group Love Our Pool. “We shouldn’t 
lose it until we have a concrete plan 
to open a permanent pool.” 

Dozens of kids and parents from 
across the borough waved signs ex-
pressing their love for the 60-per-
son public bath at the foot of Orange 
Street near Pier 2, which the park 
plans to close at the end of summer 

Swimming fans one demand: 
Make park pool permanent 

See  POOL  on page 17
See  WARS  on page 17
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For Info: AuctionAdvisors.com

BANKRUPTCY AUCTIONS! 
3 BROOKLYN PROPERTIES

TUESDAY 

SEPT. 20 

320 Court Street 
@ 12PM, On-Site

In Re: Ch. 11 Case No. 15-43122 (CEC), Brooklyn Renaissance, LLC. US Bankruptcy Crt for the ED of NY

300 Van Brundt 
@ 10AM, On-Site 

Mixed-Use 5-Story Bldg in 
Heart of Red Hook. 

Renovations Commenced 
but Never Completed.

Mixed-Use 6,000±SF Corner Building 
in Carol Gardens. Fully Finished 
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+ Residential

555 & 557 Union Street 
@ 2PM, On-Site
Two Attached 4-Family 

Walk-ups. Full Gut Rehab 
�	
��	����
��
�������

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

A villain threatened a shop-

keeper with a knife and stole 
nine packs of razors and and 
six packs of headphones from 
a Clark Street store on Aug. 
21.

Authorities said the lout 

entered the store near Henry 
Street at 2:40 pm and began to 
take the items out of its dis-
play. A worker confronted the 
goon and he pulled out a knife, 
hissing “Leave me alone be-

fore you get cut up.” 
The miscreant took his haul 

and fled.  

Benched
A sneak snatched a wom-

an’s phone from her hand as 
she was sitting on a Gold 
Street bench on Aug. 15. 

The victim told authorities 
she was having a rest near 
Myrtle Avenue around mid-
night when the baddie snuck 
up on her, took her Samsung 
cell, and ran off. 

Bad dream
A weasel emptied a sleep-

ing man’s pockets in the At-
lantic Avenue subway station 
on Aug. 19. 

The well-rested victim said 
he was waiting for the Co-
ney Island-bound D train in 
the station near Pacific Street 
at around 2 am when he fell 
asleep on a bench. He woke 
up a half-hour later to dis-
cover that his phone, wallet, 
and expired Mexican pass-
port had been taken from of 
his front pants pockets, ac-
cording to a report.

Baby blunder
A wretch stole a woman’s 

phone from her stroller as she 
was busy feeding her baby in 
Brooklyn Bridge Park’s Pier 6 
playground on Furman Street 
on Aug. 21.

The victim told police she 
left her phone unattended in the 
cup holder of her stroller while 
she was feeding her young-
ster, and when she looked up, 
it was gone. Her phone case 
also included her driver’s li-
cense and credit cards, accord-
ing to a report.

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

Blade-wielding lout threatens and robs store worker

Deleted
Some filcher grabbed a 

woman’s phone as she was 
in the middle of typing an e-
mail aboard a Flatbush-bound 
2 train at Hoyt Street Station 
on Aug. 19.

A report said that the lady 
was tapping out her electronic 
message while the train was in 
the station near Fulton Street at 
7:10 pm when the nogoodnik 
took her phone and fled.

  — Lauren Gill

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Whiz kid
An alleged crack user was 

busted after a cop caught him 
peeing between cars on a Co-
ney Island-bound F train near 
Ninth Street on Aug. 8.

The officer claims he spot-
ted the suspect riding between 
cars near the station by Fourth 
Avenue at 1:30 am, and, upon 
investigating, he slid open a 
door to find him urinating 
onto the tracks. 

After placing the suspect 
under arrest, the patrolman 
gave him a pat down and 

discovered a glass pipe con-
taining cocaine residue, po-
lice said. 

“I just use for mari-
juana,” the suspect alleg-
edly whined. 

Short-sighted
Cops cuffed a man who 

they say nabbed designer 
eyeglasses from a Seventh 
Avenue optician’s office on 
Aug. 9.

The suspect took four pairs 
of Dolce Gabana specs from 
the clinic between Sixth and 
Seventh streets at 5:10 pm, a 
doctor’s office rep told po-
lice. 

Illicit valet
A crook drove off in a man’s 

2012 Ford Fusion parked on 
Butler Street on Aug. 9.

The victim told police he 
parked his ride near Third Av-
enue at 3:30 pm, and returned 
later that evening to find he 
was short one vehicle. 

Bike bandit
A bandit took a man’s 

bike that was locked to a 
signpost on Eighth Avenue 
on Aug. 13.

The victim told police that 
he chained his bike to the 
sign between First and Sec-
ond streets at 11 pm, and re-
turned the next day to find 
it missing.

Going postal
A parcel thief swiped a 

package containing a Dell 
laptop off a woman’s Carroll 
Street stoop on Aug. 6.

The victim told police she 
never received the package 
destined for her home be-
tween Sixth and Seventh ave-
nues at 2 pm, and suspects it 
was nabbed by some fiend-
ish postal hijacker.

Soap swipe
Cops busted a man who 

they say stole soap from an 
Atlantic Avenue grocery store 
on Aug. 9.

A store rep told police 
that the suspect grabbed an 
armful of Dove soap from the 
market between Fort Greene 
Place and S. Portland Avenue 
at 6:55 pm, before trying to 
skip past the register with-
out paying. 

Car scratcher
Some jerk roughed up a 

woman’s car she left on Pa-
cific Street on Aug. 10.

The victim told police she 
parked her ride between Sixth 
and Carlton avenues at 7:05 
pm, and retuned an hour later 
to find her rear door all beat up 
with dents and scratches.

Meat thief
Police arrested a woman 

who they say lifted meat from 
an Atlantic Avenue grocery 
store on Aug. 11.

A rep for the store told po-
lice that the woman stuffed 
seven “packets of meat” 
from the market between 
Fort Greene Place and S. 
Portland Avenue into a bag 
at 1:55 pm and tried to make 
a run for it. 

— Colin Mixson

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Acted fast
A cur stole a Bush Street 

woman’s wallet with her iden-
tification card inside on Aug. 
21 and then charged three of 
her cards, police said.

The 61-year-old woman 
told police she put her wal-
let in her pocket to go to the 
grocery store at 10:30 pm and 
then when she got back to her 
home between Dwight and 
Columbia streets, realized it 
was missing. 

The cad had already 
charged $300 to three cards, 
including a Chase credit card, 
benefit card, and MetroCard, 

according to authorities. 

Needs a shave 
A guy with a ponytail 

stole an electric shaver from 
a Smith Street store on Aug. 
22, police said.

The jerk swiped the Wahl 
shaver from the store between 
Union and President streets 
at 7:10 pm, according to au-
thorities. 

Checking out
A criminal hopped over 

a desk in a hotel lobby on 
Seabring Street on Aug. 
22 and grabbed a wad of 
cash from the drawer, po-
lice said.

The punk went over the 
front desk of the hotel near 
Columbia Street at 3:40 am 
and swiped $600 from the 
cash drawer, according to 
authorities. 

Bye, bye, bike
A nogoodnik stole a wom-

an’s bike from the top of her 
stairs on Clinton Street on 
Aug. 21, police said.

The woman told police 
the malefactor grabbed her 
Schwinn Admiral bike from 
the stairs between Union and 
President streets while she 
was out from 7:30 pm to 11:40 
pm. The punk also took her 
bike seat, police said. 

Broke his 
promise

A baddie fleeced a guy 
he bought a car from back 
in May by promising to pay 
the rest of the money at a later 
date — but never delivered, 
cops said. 

The victim told authorities 
on Aug. 22 that he made an 
agreement with the rogue back 
in May, who promised to pay 
him $900 for the 2001 Nis-
san Centra. 

But the shyster only gave 
him $200 plus a fake West-
ern Gram for $500, and then 
promised to give him an-
other $200 but never did, 
police said. 

Gone missing
A nogoodnik swiped a 

woman’s bag that was hang-
ing in a work room in a Beard 
Street furniture store on Aug. 
17, police said.

The 69-year-old woman 
told police she left her bag 
on the hook at 7 am and when 
she went to grab her wallet for 
lunch at noon, it was gone. 

The bandit got away with 
a green wallet, American Ex-
press credit card, New York 
State driver’s license, Master 
credit card, Ikea family card, 
and $30 cash inside, accord-
ing to authorities. 

— Julianne Cuba

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Rocker rolled
A knife-toting nogoodnik 

grabbed a man’s cellphone 
from his hands on 86th Street 
on Aug. 17, police said. 

The victim was riding the 
S53 bus from Staten Island 
to Brooklyn. When he got 
off the bus at Fifth Avenue 
at 2 pm the thief seized the 
phone and then swung a blade 
at the man when he tried to 
retrieve it.

Got away
An opportunist stole two 

laptops and a cellphone from 
a man’s car on 80th Street on 
Aug. 15, said police. 

The victim told police he 
parked his vehicle near Shore 
Road at 3:22 pm and went 
inside his house to change. 
When the victim returned, 
two MacBook Pros and a 
Samsung Galaxy were miss-
ing from his ride.

Smash and grab
Burglars broke into a Third 

Avenue restaurant on Aug. 20 
and made off with $40 from 
the cash register, said cops.

The thieves busted into the 
business near 93rd Street at 
12:12 am by wedging the side 
door open.

— Caroline Spivack

FOLLOW OUR 
DAILY UPDATES ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper
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FOR 2-4 MULTI-FAMILY HOMES
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800-522-4100
valleynationalbank.com

$499 ORIGINATION FEE •  NO POINTS  
•  NO TITLE FEES •  NO OTHER VALLEY FEES

IF YOUR MORTGAGE RATE  
IS 4.00% OR HIGHER, OUR 

Refinance 
Program$499

may help you save on your monthly 
mortgage payment.

Current Mortgage New Valley 
Mortgage

Mortgage Amount:      $400,000       $400,000

Term:  15 15

Sample Interest 
Rate:

4.00% 2.75% 
(APR 2.821%) 

Monthly Payment: $2,958.75 $2,714.49

That’s a Yearly Savings of $2,931.12

Sample Monthly Savings - $244.26!

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT SERVICES

Free bereavement support services for adults who have had a loss
(Loved one is not required to have had hospice care)

Contact our Bereavement Department at 347.226.4823

DOGNAPPED!
By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

A man stole an adorable dog from 
a Bushwick laundromat on Monday, 
according to a police report.

The dognapper entered the 
clothes-washing facility on Knick-
erbocker Avenue near Dekalb Av-
enue at around 3:30 pm, swiped a 
36-year-old man’s cockalier (left) — 
that’s part cocker spaniel, part cava-
lier King Charles spaniel — pooch, 
and trotted off Queens-bound on 
Knickerbocker Avenue, according 
to a police report.

The alleged puppy poacher (right) 
lured the canine out from a room 
inside the laundry, security foot-
age shows.

 A cockalier can fetch up to 
$1,300 on the open market,  accord-
ing to PuppyFind.com . 

Police say their suspect is a 
6-foot, 170-pound man in his 30s, 
with black hair, brown eyes, and a 
tattoo on his arm.

Adorable pup is stolen in Bushwick

By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

Garden Playground is fi-
nally living up to its name.

Bushwick youngsters 
helped paint a new mural of 
flowers, trees, and grassy 
fields at the asphalt-paved 
park on Aug. 18, covering a 
drab wall with a colorful scene 
that neighbors say has made 
a world of difference.

“It’s beautiful,” said 
Migdalia Valle, whose 6-year-
old granddaughter Gia Eco-
mides lent her considerable 
artistic talents to the work. “I 
know when they come back 
from school the kids are go-
ing to love it.”

Professional artist Paul Deo 
designed the masterpiece with 
pupils from nearby PS 120, 
PS 368, and the Williamsburg 
Charter High School, who are 
now helping bring it to life, 
according to a spokeswoman 
for public artwork outfit City 
Arts, which is organizing the 
project.

The organization’s head 
honcho said she first laid 
eyes on the unsightly play-
ground across from the Bush-

New mural beautifi es this 
ugly ‘Garden’ playground

wick Houses two years ago, 
and feared the barren concrete 
jungle was crushing young 
park-goers’ spirits.

“I saw kids playing and the 
backdrop for their games is 
the horrible, metal, dark wall 
with graffiti and ugliness,” 
said City Arts’ executive and 
creative director Tsipi Ben-
Haim. “How can you play in 
a place like that? It puts the 
seed of angriness in you in-
stead of beauty.”

The piece, entitled “Global 
Heartwarming,” is all about 
showcasing the glory of 
Mother Nature and inspir-
ing onlookers to fight climate 
change so it doesn’t disap-
pear, she said.

And it certainly inspired 
Ecomides, according to Valle 
— the pint-sized Picasso 
first insisted on picking up 
a brush during a trip to the 
playground on Thursday, and 
now they both plan on return-
ing this weekend so she can 
pitch in some more. 

The final mural should be 
ready to unveil with a rib-
bon-cutting ceremony in Oc-
tober, Ben-Haim said.

(Above) Nine-year-old Natasha Hernandez and 
6-year-old Gia Ecomides help paint the mural at 
Garden Playground in Bushwick. (Below) Local 
teens also lend a hand.
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BACK TO SCHOOL GUIDE 
The first day of school 

can create butterflies 
in the stomachs of 

parents and children alike. 
However, following a few 
tips can alleviate feelings 

of nervousness.
August and September are 

prime months for the return 
to school. Whether this is a 
child’s first time entering the 
classroom, or he has done the 

back-to-school thing multiple 
times, it’s not uncommon for 
feelings of anxiety to arise.

There are expectations and 
unknowns with each and ev-
ery school year for both stu-

Alleviating jitters on first day of school
dents and their parents. Pivotal 
years — such as kindergar-
ten, sixth grade for middle-
schoolers, freshman year of 
high school, or the start of col-
lege — can create added levels 
of jitters because these years 
mark entry to a new school or 
new routine. But keeping a few 
pointers in mind can alleviate 
some of the fears:

Keep a routine
It is important for parents 

and students to get back into 
the school swing of things a 
few weeks prior to the first 
day of school. Start setting 
alarm clocks for the hour at 
which kids will have to wake 
up, and get them in the habit 
of rising from bed and start-
ing the day. 

Try to schedule something 
to do each day that will be the 
inspiration for getting moving, 
such as school supply shop-
ping. Take the carpool route 
to school, or find out where 
the school bus stop may be. 
These practice sessions will 
enable your family to decide 
how much time is needed to get 
ready in the morning and make 
changes accordingly.

Mention school 
frequently

Begin talking about school 
and what is necessary to pre-
pare. Be sure to talk about 
the more enjoyable aspects of 
school, such as seeing friends, 
participating in extracurricular 
activities, and even the change 
of scenery school provides. 

Mention the things your 
child may expect. Hearing 
about school frequently can 
reduce feelings of anxiety.

Visit the school
If this is your child’s first 

time entering the school, you 
can take advantage of orien-
tation days for new students, 

or schedule an individual visit 
to the school. 

A tour and a meeting with 
the principal will also assuage 
some fears of the unknown. 
This can also calm any ap-
prehension you may have, be-
cause you, too, will know the 
layout of the school, its poli-
cies, and who will be watch-
ing over your child. 

Don’t be nervous
Children often look to 

their parents for guidelines 
on how to behave. If you’re 
overly nervous or sad about 
the first day of school, you 
could make your kid nervous, 
too. Put on a brave face and 
keep any anxiety hidden until 
kids have left for school.

Be prepared
Gather supplies, prac-

tice the driving route, lay 
out clothes, make lunch the 
night before, get a good night’s 
rest, and set the alarm clock. 
Knowing all of the control-
lable factors are handled can 
ease the mind of both parents 
and students.

Stay positive
Always keep conversations 

about school geared toward 
the positive. If children men-
tion things that frighten them, 
calm those fears and show the 
upside to attending school. 
Provide examples of your 
own school experiences and 
how everything turned out 
for the best.

The first day of school can 
be a time of uncertainty for 
students and parents. Adults 
are facing a new stage in their 
lives, and children are await-
ing a classroom of new faces 
and requirements. Preparing 
for the first day can allevi-
ate some of the anxiety about 
heading off to school for a 
new year.

Today’s students have more gad-
gets at their disposal than ever 
before. As technology like tab-

lets and smartphones have become 
more prevalent in the lives of adults, 
such devices also have become more 
commonplace in the classroom. Some 
kids thrive when teachers utilize tech-
nology to enhance lesson plans, while 
others may be distracted by access to 
technology.

According to the National Institute 
of Mental Health, attention deficit hy-
peractivity disorder is one of the most 
common childhood disorders. It can 
make it difficult for kids to maintain 
focus in the classroom, and that focus 
may be enhanced or further compro-
mised by technology that’s capable of 
serving many different functions. Kids 
who use the technology to their advan-
tage may find it improves their ability 
to grasp lessons, but some kids may be 
distracted by devices or even other items 
in the classroom that make it difficult 
for them to absorb lessons. Parents con-
cerned about their kids’ ability to cope 
with distractions in the classroom and at 
home can take the following steps in an 
effort to help youngsters improve their 
academic performance:

Speak to your child’s teacher 
about seating assignments

Students who find it difficult to focus 
in the classroom may benefit from new 
seating assignments. Windows or high-
traffic areas of the classroom, such as 
doorways, can compromise a student’s 
ability to focus. 

In addition, the back of the class-
room is not the ideal spot for young-
sters who find it difficult to focus on 
the teacher, as teachers may not notice 
kids in the back of the class as readily 
as they might with students sitting in 
the front of the room.

Encourage participation
Many teachers recognize the value 

of active participation in the classroom, 
but kids who are struggling to focus may 
shy away from participating because 
they are worried about embarrassing 
themselves in front of their classmates. 
Parents and teachers can work with stu-
dents to encourage them to participate, 
reassuring them that they don’t need to 
be experts on a given subject to contrib-
ute to lessons. 

Even if students’ participation is lim-
ited to asking questions rather than an-

Ensure success for 
distracted students

Developing a strong relationship with a child’s teacher can help par-
ents ensure their kids are doing their best in the classroom.

swering them, encouraging kids to raise 
their hands and participate in class may 
help them focus more on the lessons be-
ing discussed.

Minimize distractions 
at home

Kids who have no trouble focusing in 
the classroom may find it’s a whole dif-
ferent ballgame when they arrive home 
to study or do their homework. Mom and 
Dad no doubt have their own gadgets 
around the house, and such devices as 
well as television may be too difficult 
for youngsters to ignore. 

At home, parents can create a safe ha-
ven from distraction by designating a 
room or area of the house for schoolwork. 
Such areas should be clear of distractions 
like television, telephones, video game 
consoles, and other gadgets that can com-
promise a student’s focus. Make such 
areas off limits to cellphones and block 
social media websites from computers 
in such rooms so kids aren’t tempted to 
spend study time chatting with friends 

online. If a child’s study area is not in 
a separate room of the house, parents 
should avoid turning on the television 
until kids have finished their studies 
for the night.

Consider playing games 
designed to improve 
attention and focus

Games designed to improve atten-
tion can be a fun way for parents to help 
their youngsters conquer their concen-
tration issues. For example, the creators 
behind Lumosity.com collaborated with 
researchers from universities around 
the world in an effort to design games 
to improve visual attention in people of 
various ages and backgrounds. 

Few kids are not enamored with 
games, and games to improve focus 
and attention may help kids without 
making them feel as though they are 
back in a classroom. Parents can speak 
with their child’s teacher to determine 
which games might be best suited for 
their youngsters.   
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Financial Assistance Available. 

Brooklyn Locations:
Bedford-Stuyvesant YMCA
1121 Bedford Ave.
718.789.1497

Coney Island YMCA
2980 W. 29th St.
718.215.6900

FOR A VIRTUAL TOUR OF YOUR LOCAL Y 
AND A FREE ONE-DAY GUEST PASS VISIT 

WWW.YMCANYC.ORG/JOIN

Dodge YMCA
225 Atlantic Ave.
718.625.3136

Flatbush YMCA
1401 Flatbush Ave.
718.469.8100

Greenpoint YMCA
99 Meserole Ave.
718.389.3700

North Brooklyn YMCA
570 Jamaica Ave.
718.277.1600

JOIN THE Y! MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE FOR 
YOUTH, TEENS, ADULTS AND FAMILIES

Park Slope Armory YMCA
361 15th St.
718.768.7100

Prospect Park YMCA
357 9th St.
212.912.2580718.768.7100

212.912.2580

A new school year means a fresh start for 
kids—a chance to start new routines and 
habits, build new friendships and discover 
new possibilities and interests. Back-to-
school is a fresh start for youth and the 
people who care for them. As children 
transition from Summer to Fall, the YMCA 
is offering programs to school-aged 
children and teens throughout Brooklyn 
to keep youth active, busy and engaged 
during out-of-school time. Through a ho-
listic approach to youth development, the 
Y’s programs offer activities in a caring 
and safe environment during the criti-
cal hours after school. Whether through 
sports, arts, mentorship, or academic 
support, the Y’s program staff nurtures 
the potential of youth throughout the 
school year. 

At the end of the day when the school 

bell rings, 11.3 million kids are head-
ed home to be unsupervised from 3 
to 6 p.m, according to the Afterschool 
��������	
�
�������
������
��������

advocacy organization. With a new 
school year about to begin, the YMCA 
encourages parents/caregivers to make 
sure that children are involved in safe, 
educational experiences after school 
hours. 

���
�
��
�
�������
�������
���������

to nurturing the potential of every child 
and teen, supporting their social-emo-
tional, cognitive and physical develop-
ment from birth to adulthood. 

In YMCA program’s youth enjoy:
• Sports 
• Swim
• Arts 

• Y Clubs
• Mentorship
����
�������
��������
• Character Development
• Social Competence 
• Personal Development
• Literacy
• Diversity and Cultural Awareness

Financial assistance is available 
to those in need, to ensure every 
child and teen has the opportunity 
to learn and grow at the Y.

To learn more about our programs, 
visit ymcanyc.org/programs. 

YOUTH PROGRAMMING AT THE Y 
IGNITES THE SPARK IN EVERY CHILD

CLASS IS IN SESSION
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Bedford Stuyvesant � Crown Heights � F latbush � For t  Greene � Harlem � Jamaica � St .  Albans

718-230 -2900 www.carverbank.com

THANK YOU!
“ Carver Federal Savings Bank is among the largest African-  
and Caribbean-American operated banks in the U.S.  
Recently we have seen a notable increase in new deposits.  
 
We attribute this growth to the deep relationships we have  
built with our customers and community partners at a time when  
messages of social justice, community, and diversity have taken  
on renewed importance.  
 
To all of our new customers, we say welcome, and thank you  
for standing with us. For those of you who do not know Carver,  
we say join us, and experience the difference a community  
bank makes!”  
 
Michael T. Pugh - President, and CEO

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

We’re right beside you helping you get the most out of life. It’s why we’re working hard to help you 
plan for your future. Come to one of our free AARP MoneySmarts � nancial health workshops. You’ll 
get unbiased information to help you achieve your � nancial goals. Or if you’re wondering what’s next 
for you, join us for a free Life Reimagined seminar where we’ll give you tools and advice to help you 
navigate life transitions and achieve your dreams.

Hey, if you don’t think “this is right for me” when you think AARP, then you don’t know “aarp.”

Get to know us by calling 866-227-7442 or visit aarp.org/nyc

DISCOVER REAL 
POSSIBILITIES 
ACROSS 
THE FIVE 
BOROUGHS.

/aarpny

@aarpny

Real Possibilities is a trademark of AARP.

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

The world’s finest dun-
geons are locally sourced.

Role players from across the 
country are spending thousands 
of dollars on a Williamsburg 
sculptor’s model terrain for 
the pen and paper game Dun-
geons and Dragons, which are 
renowned to be the best minia-
tures money can buy — even if 

A model citizen! This Williamsburger 
makes best D&D terrain in the world

he does say so himself.
“We’re heads and shoulders 

over everybody else,” said Ste-
fan Pokorny, who runs a full-
time model making company 
called Dwarven Forge.

Pokorny relies on crowd-
funding and his own love of 
high adventure to produce 
hand-painted scenery made 
from a highly durable syn-
thetic plastic — which he calls 
Dwarvenite — that can be as-

sembled to create endless vari-
ations of dungeons, sewers, 
caverns, and cityscapes upon 
which to quest and battle. 

The sculptor pioneered the 
modular gaming terrain busi-
ness in 1996 and has since 
launched four successful Kick-
starter campaigns, each raising 
roughly $2 million to fund his 
fantasy sculpting endeavors.

The famed role-playing 
game doesn’t require anything 

more than a healthy imagina-
tion and a pencil, but minia-
tures add a whole new dimen-
sion to the activity, according 
to one fan.

“It’s really cool to have a 
mental picture of something 
and then actually be able to 
build it,” said filmmaker Nate 
Taylor.

Taylor just released a doc-
umentary about Pokorny and 
his work called “The Dwar-
venaut,” and also creates vid-
eos for Dwarven Forge’s Kick-
starter campaigns in exchange 
for Dwarvenite models — a 
stronger currency than the 
U.S. dollar, as far as Taylor 
is concerned.

“It’s the most valuable sub-
stance known to gamers,” Tay-
lor said.

And other gamers agree 
— Pokorny’s  most recent 
crowd-funding effort , to fi-
nance a castle set, had about 
1,700 backers who pledged 
an impressive average of 
$1,500 each. But that amount 
pales in comparison to back-
ers who have spent as much 
as $30,000 to pre-order the 
fantastical gaming terrains 
of their dreams.

“For that amount, you can 
cover your table with cities and 
castles, it will be the layout of 
your dreams, something like 
the Macy’s display at Christ-
mas,” Pokorny said.

But the model citizen also 
brings his epic battlefields to the 
masses, hauling them to gaming 
conventions where he presides 
as dungeon master over games 
set in Mythras, a fictional world 
of his own creation. 

Not surprisingly for an art-
ist who’s dedicated his life to 
a game that allows average 
folk to live out heroic fanta-
sies, Pokorny is a bit of an 
idealist, describing his efforts 
to promote and share Dun-
geons and Dragons as a no-
ble quest to save humanity, 
which is slowly being dom-
inated by digital gizmos and 
video games that have pilfered 
our imaginations. 

“You see people on the 
streets looking at their phones 
like zombies,” Pokorny 
warned. “People have to 
tell stories and be with their 
friends. Now they have VR 
coming out — it’s a battle to 
save our souls!”

Stefan Pokorny crafts top-notch terrain for the ever-
popular role-playing game Dungeons and Dragons.
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By Caroline Spivack
Brooklyn Paper

I
t’s out of this world!

An alien planet will emerge from the 
movies and invade Brooklyn during eight 

performances of “Toruk: the First Flight” at 
Barclays Center starting on Sept. 7. The high-
flying Cirque du Soleil acrobatic troupe cre-
ated the show, inspired by the James Cam-
eron sci-fi flick “Avatar,” which dazzled 
audiences with its blue-skinned aliens and 
special effects. In a similar fashion, the im-
mersive spectacle at Barclays will use pro-
jected visuals, puppetry, and stagecraft to 
transport audiences to another world, said 
one performer. 

“It’s really unique in how we’re comb-
ing technology and the visuals,” said Jes-
sica Ward, an acrobat whose performance 
will include an aerial rope number, danc-
ing with sprawling flora fans, and soar-
ing through the arena on a giant kite. “It’s 
something different and it’s nice to help 
people get away from the world and be 
part of something completely different, at 
least for a couple of hours.”

The spectacle, set 3,000 years before the 
events of the film, involves no humans — 
just the Na’vi, a race of blue-skinned cat-
people who inhabit the lush jungle moon of 
Pandora. To help pull audiences into the vi-
brant alien world, the arena is treated like a 
giant movie screen, with a projection surface 
more than five times the size of a standard 
Imax screen, said Ward. In one scene, waves 
projected among the audience crash onto the 
stage, while in another, a starry sky turns the 
arena into an upside-down planetarium. 

“It becomes this really massive world 
and the whole space is transformed into 
lush forests,” said Ward.

Puppeteers breathe life into the world’s 

exotic fauna, including the dragon-like To-
ruk of the title, which has a 40-foot wing 
span and requires six puppeteers to maneu-
ver. Packs of six-legged viperwolves, herds 
of direhorses, and bioluminescent wood-
sprites also dart across the stage to create 
a living, breathing environment. 

Some effects are synced to the perform-
ers’ movements, including a bioluminescent 
trail that forms as they meander through the 
forest. The show requires a blend of mul-
tiple art forms, said one director. 

“It’s the language of film applied to the per-
forming arts,” said Victor Pilon, co-multime-
dia stage director. “And we alternate between 
large-scale, spectacular effects and more in-
timate moments that evoke emotion.” 

Making the world feel intimate and real 
requires great attention to detail. The dif-
ferent shades of blue in the body suits re-
flect different families of the Na’vi, for 
instance, and the performers spend a pains-
taking amount of time applying makeup 
in order to transform into the alien beings, 
Ward revealed.

“It’s really tough, it takes me about an 
hour. When I started it took me two,” said 
Ward. “It’s all those details that really add 
up to make the show.”

“Toruk: the First Flight” at Barclays Cen-
ter (620 Atlantic Ave. at Flatbush Avenue 
in Prospect Heights, (917) 618–6100, www.
barclayscenter.com). Sept. 7–11 pm at vari-

Times past-a

It won’t cost you a penne for his thoughts!
The heir of a pasta-making empire will dis-

cuss Brooklyn’s history as the nation’s noodle 
capital at a free talk at the Central Library on 
Sept. 28. In his lecture “The History of Pasta 
Making in Brooklyn,” Leonard De Francisci 
will discuss how the borough’s Italian popula-
tion and concentration of steel manufacturers 
made it the ideal location for a pasta boom, fur-
ther boosted by the first World War.

“There were a lot of Italian immigrants in 
Brooklyn at the time, and in World War One 
we cut off all trade with Europe — we could 
no longer trade with Europe,” said Francisci. 
“All of a sudden all of these pasta companies 
popped up in the U.S. because we couldn’t get 
pasta from Italy anymore.”

But producing pasta by hand was a laborious 
process. So in 1914, De Francisci’s great-grand-
father (pictured, second from right) patented a 
pasta-making machine that increased the speed 
of production, cut the drying time from two days 
to a few hours, and made the dough safer. 

“Through the machine, pasta continuously 
flows and it’s more sanitary because you don’t 
have to move it from one machine to another,” 
said De Francisci. “It’s less waste too — we got 
the most out of the ingredients.”

His ancestor’s company, now called Demaco 
(for “De Francisci Machine Company”), sold the 
machines to Brooklyn pasta companies, such 
as the Metropolitan Macaroni Manufacturing 
Company, which served the large Italian pop-
ulation in Williamsburg at the time.

During the Great Depression, said De Fran-
cisci, pasta became popular with non-Italians, 
in part because it was cheap to produce. The 
Brooklyn-based pasta companies — and the pasta 
machine-making companies — expanded, and 
macaroni became a feather in Kings County’s 
cap. The borough produced more pasta than any 
other region in the country, he said.

During his library talk, De Francisci will also 
discuss the end of Brooklyn’s dominance during 
the 1980s, as pasta companies folded or moved 
closer to the mills that produced the flour they 
required. Demaco left its Williamsburg loca-
tion in 1998 in favor of Florida, where it cur-
rently operates.

“The History of Pasta Making in Brooklyn” at 
Central Library [10 Grand Army Plaza between 
Flatbush Avenue and Eastern Parkway in Pros-
pect Heights, (718) 230–2100, www.bklynli-
brary.org]. Sept. 28 at 7 pm. Free. 
 — Alexandra Simon

H I S T O RY

He’s bringing a dab of dub to Brooklyn!
A dub music deejay is trying to kick off a 

Kings County revival of the reggae sub-genre 
with an outdoor dance party in Prospect Lefferts 
Gardens on Aug. 28. The music style, which re-
mixes songs to be heavy in bass and echo, has 
a large audience overseas but has not seen the 
same success in the United States, said the or-
ganizer of the “Dub on Fulton” party.

“All over the world there’s a lot of dub events, 
and it’s really more dominated in the European 
countries, so we’re trying to bring it back home,” 
said JahBami, an international dub deejay and 
Crown Heights native. He thinks that Brooklyn’s 
large Caribbean community makes the borough 
the perfect spot for a revival of dub, which be-
gan in Jamaica in the 1960s.

“That was the whole idea — to bring it closer 
to the roots,” he said. 

“Dub on Fulton” will turn a small Fulton 
Street lot, which usually hosts a weekend flea 
market, into a community celebration for old-
school lovers of reggae music, with dub music 
from deejays, local clothing and music vendors, 
and food. The organizers will use the event to 
test out the local reception to dub.

“It’s a thing where artists can come sell their 
merchandise, meet and greet and get to know the 
dub community,” said JahBami. “For now we just 
want to reach the mass that we can reach.”

A sub-genre of dub, dubbed “dubstep” and 
popularized by big-name deejays including Diplo 
and Skrillex, has taken off among electronic dance 
music fans. Dubstep’s popularity in Brooklyn 
prompted the organizers of “Dub of Fulton” to 
remind those fans of dub’s origin. 

“With all the gentrification that’s going on 
in Brooklyn, it’s really the right time to have all 
those flavors that everybody else is privileged to 
— to share with Brooklyn and the new Brook-
lyn,” said JahBami. “It’s still a culture that came 
from us — the Caribbean.”

But the event is more than a history lesson — 
guests should show their appreciation of the music 
with more than head-bopping, said JahBami.

“If you want to dance all night like crazy, this 
is the spot to be,” he said. “This is not a spot 
where you’re going to stand around and look cute 
— because dub culture is not about that.”

“Dub on Fulton” at 1181 Fulton St. between 
Spencer Place and Franklin Avenue in Prospect-
Lefferts Gardens. Aug. 28, 4 pm–midnight. $15.
 — Alexandra Simon

Dub-ble take
M U S I C

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

W
atch Washington run 
away!

Kings County will 
echo with musket fire this 
weekend for the 240th anni-
versary of the Revolutionary 
War’s Battle of Brooklyn — a 
devastating fight on Aug. 27, 
1776, when the British forces 
gained control of the city, and 
Gen. George Washington took 
his army and slipped across the 
East River to safety. 

This year’s festivities will in-
clude a recreation of that famous 
flight on Aug. 27 in Brooklyn 
Bridge Park, along with a re-
enactment of the battle itself on 
Aug. 28 in Green-Wood Ceme-

tery. The chief organizer of Battle 
Week, a widely-flung series of 
anniversary events, says they are 
designed to draw in audiences in 
and teach them about history. 

“It’s really about offering a 
number of different avenues to 
enter into the story of the bat-
tle,” said Kim Maier, director of 
Old Stone House, which stands 
near the culmination point of 
the fight.

Old Stone House will co-host 
“The Great Escape” in Brook-
lyn Bridge Park on Aug. 27, near 
the spot where Washington’s 
army retreated across the river 
to Manhattan. Battle buffs can 
join the re-enactors of Glov-
er’s Marblehead Regiment, pad-
dling in a rowboat to recreate 
the escape, or learn how to fire 

a musket, said Maier. The ac-
tivities will give a glimpse into 
life during the Revolutionary 
War, she said.

“You can get conscripted into 
the American Army and see 
what it was like,” said Maier.

There is more shoreline activ-
ity on the other side of Brook-
lyn. In Bay Ridge on Aug. 17, 
re-enactors dressed as British 
redcoats will touch down on the 
shores of Gravesend Bay at De-
nyse Wharf, the original landing 
site for the Empire’s forces. 

History buffs can also catch 
a re-enactment of the clash be-
tween British and Revolutionary 
forces at Green-Wood Cemetery 
on Aug. 28. More than 3,000 
people turned out last year to 
watch the big fight, which in-

cludes cannons, horses, and 
swords, according to Maier, 
and this year’s crowd is in for 
an equally thrilling battle — 
despite the disappointing out-
come.

“It’s a real sense of bring-
ing history to life,” she said. 
“It’s quite an exciting look at 
battle during the Revolution-
ary War.” 

The day will begin with a 
trolley tour of the cemetery by a 
Green-Wood historian and then 
boast cannon fire, games, and 
food from re-enactors. 

“The Great Escape” at 
Brooklyn Bridge Park Pebble 
Beach (Plymouth Street at 
Main Street in Dumbo). Aug. 
27, 10 am–2 pm. Free. 

“Rediscover Denyse Wharf” 
at Denyse Wharf (access via 
Belt Parkway and Fourth Av-
enue Overpass in Bay Ridge). 
Aug. 27, 11 am–4 pm. Free. 

“Battle of Brooklyn” at 
Green-Wood Cemetery (500 
25th St. at Fifth Avenue in 
Greenwood Heights, www.
green-wood.com). Aug. 28, 10 
am–2 pm. Free.

Sea-ing the Battle
Check out the historic escape by water

Otherworldly: (pictured top to bot-
tom) Drumming acrobats soar high 
above an alien jungle in “Toruk: the 
First Flight,” inspired by the sci-fi film 
“Avatar.” And the new Cirque de So-
leil show uses elaborate costumes 
and stage effects to transport view-
ers to the alien world of Pandora. 
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Blue man troupe
Cirque du Soleil’s ‘Avatar’ show is landing at Barclays

Making history: Re-enactors will show people how to 
fire a musket or make a great escape in a paddle boat 
in Brooklyn Bridge Park as part of the festivities.
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
Aug. 26

Bed time
This weekend is your 
last chance to catch 
the theatrical installa-
tion “Quiet, Comfort,” 
from Japanese play-
wright Toshiki Okada. 
The show invites the 
audience to recline on 
a 30-foot-wide mat-
tress while the light-
ing, music, and per-
formers ease them 
into an otherworldly 
dreamland.

8 pm at Jack (505 Waverly 
Ave. between Fulton 
Street and Atlantic 
Avenue in Clinton Hill, 
www.jackny.org). $18.

SATURDAY
Aug. 27

Rolling hard
Bedazzle your bike, 
don your fluorescent 
helmet, and get 
ready for sensory 
overload at the 
Brooklyn Bike Rave, a 
glowtastic night ride 
along the Brooklyn 
Waterfront Green-
way. The ride starts 
in Greenpoint at dusk 
and will makes its 
way to a dance party 
in the Archway under 
the Manhattan 
bridge.

7 pm at Newton Barge 
Playground [Commercial 
Street at Dupont Street in 
Greenpoint, (718) 522–
0193, www.brooklyn-
greenway.org]. $50 ($75 
for two).

SUNDAY
Aug. 28

Electric 
ladyland
Funk goddess Janelle 
Monae, creator of the 
android anthems 
“The Electric Lady” 
and “The ArchAn-
droid,” will land her 
mothership at the 
Afropunk Festival at 
8 pm tonight. Other 
acts playing on the 
festival’s final day 
include Ice Cube, Liv-
ing Colour, Skunk 
Anansie, and Fish-
bone, among many 
others.

Noon–10 pm at 
Commodore Barry Park 
(Flushing Avenue beween 
N. Elliott Place and Navy 
Street in Fort Greene, 
www.afropunkfest.com). 
$45.

WEDNESDAY
Aug. 31

Lute the 
bodies
Art thou ready to 
rock? Then hie thee 
to the Way Station 
for the acoustic tom-
foolery of Rascals & 
Rogues, an olde 
timey band made up 
of performers from 
the New York Renais-
sance Faire. The min-
strels will be fol-
lowed by fellow 
Renaissance revelers 
Three Pints Shy.

8 pm at the Way Station 
[683 Washington Ave. 
between Prospect and St. 
Marks places in 
Washington Heights, (347) 
627–4949, waystationbk.
blogspot.com]. $5 sug-
gested donation.

THURSDAY
Sept. 1

Not the 
bees! 
We can all agree that 
Nicolas Cage, star of 
“The Wicker Man,” 
“Ghost Rider,” and 
“Face/Off” (pictured) 
is our greatest living 
actor. How do you 
honor such a man? 
With ladies taking off 
their clothes! 
“Uncaged: a Strip-
tease Tribute to Nico-
las Cage” will feature 
burlesque homages to 
his many iconic roles. 

9 pm at Sideshows by the 
Seashore [1208 Surf Ave. 
between W. 12th Street 
and Stillwell Avenue in 
Coney Island, (718) 372–
5159, www.coneyisland.
com].  $15 ($12 in 
advance).

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, AUG. 26
FAMILY, DOCTORS PRESCRIBING 

BIKES: A back-to-school event with 
clinicians offering health screenings 
and prescribing a bicycle, as appro-
priate. Back to school supplies avail-
able while they last. Free. 9:30 am–3 
pm. Bishop Walker Healthcare Cen-
ter [528 Prospect Pl. between be-
tween Franklin and Classon avenues 
in Crown Heights, (718) 613–6835]. 

ART, “OVERFITTING” OPENING RE-
CEPTION: In this exhibition, viewers 
are invited to see, touch, and per-
form with the artworks, which incor-
porate “trendy technologies.” Free. 
7–10 pm. Ouchi Gallery [170 Tillary 
St. at Gold Street, (347) 987–4606], 
www.ouchigallery.com. 

BURLESQUE AT THE BEACH — 
SCHLEP SISTERS: $15. 10 pm. 
Sideshows by the Seashore [1208 
Surf Ave. between W. 12th Street 
and Stillwell Avenue in Coney Island, 
(718) 372–5159], www.coneyisland.
com. 

SAT, AUG. 27
QUIET CLUBBING FESTIVAL: Silent 

revelers will dance to nine different 
DJs, channeled to each dancer’s 
headphones. The show will also 
feature hula dancers, fi re twirlers, 
dancing robots, and face painting. 
$10–$50. 4 pm–midnight. Coney 
Island Art Walls (3050 Stillwell Ave. 
between Bowery Street and the 
Boardwalk in Coney Island), www.
quietevents.com. 

MUSIC, AFROPUNK FESTIVAL: Ice 
Cube headlines the yearly music 
festival, with rapper Tyler the Cre-
ator, funk legend George Clinton, 
and hip-hop producer Flying Lotus, 
among many others. Tickets start 
at $45. 11 am–10 pm. Commodore 
Barry Park (Navy Street at Flushing 
Avenue in Fort Greene), www.afro-
punkfest.com/brooklyn. 

MUSIC, AI MURAKAMI QUARTET: 
The quartet plays a jazz brunch at 
a Japanese eatery. Free. 1–4 pm. 
Blank Cafe and Bistro (25 Broadway 
between Dunham Place and Kent 
Avenue in Williamsburg), www.
blankbrooklyn.com. 

THEATER, “ELECTION SELECTION, 
OR YOU BET!”: A rip-roaring musi-
cal about three average American 

citizens who travel through time 
and are inspired to become po-
litical community activists. Free. 2 
pm. Sunset Park [Sixth Avenue at 
44th Street in Sunset Park, (212) 
254–1109], www.theaterforthenew-
city.net. 

MALCOLM X BOULEVARD FARM-
ERS’ MARKET: Peruse and purchase 
healthy food and products from 
local producers. Free. 8 am–3 pm. 
(Malcolm X Boulevard between 
Marion and Chauncey Streets in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant), www.restora-
tionplaza.org. 

TOUR, BATTLE OF BROOKLYN 
NEIGHBORHOOD WALK: Com-
memorate the 240th anniversary of 
the Revolutionary War’s largest bat-
tle by learning about the important 
locations where it was fought. Meet 
at the Park’s northwest entrance. 
Free. 4 pm. Grand Army Plaza 
(Union Street between Flatbush 
Avenue and Prospect Park West in 
Park Slope). 

EVENT, PRISON SHIP MARTYRS ME-
MORIAL CEREMONY: As part of 
the 240th anniversary of the Battle 
of Brooklyn, a memorial to those 
lost. Free. 10 am. Fort Greene Park 
Visitor Center [Enter park at Myrtle 
Avenue and Washington Park in Fort 
Greene, (718) 722–3218].  

EVENT, NINTH ANNUAL SOUTH 
SLOPE DERBY: Cheer on kids from 
the summer Soap Box Workshop 
as they race their fun, funky, eco-
friendly contraptions down 17th 
Street. Free. Noon–4 pm. Open 
Source Gallery [306 17th St. at 
Sixth Avenue in Park Slope, (646) 
279–3969], www.open-source-gal-
lery.org. 

ART, “ON THE WATERFRONT”: An 
exhibition of oil and pastel paintings 
of working ships by Peter Eagleton. 
Free, donation suggested. 1–5 pm. 
Waterfront Museum Barge [290 
Conover St. near Reed Street in 

See 9 DAYS on page 12

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

SAT, AUG 27

MUSIC, PROPHETS OF RAGE: 

$30–$70. 7 pm.

SAT, SEPT 3

MUSIC, ASAP NEW YORK: A 

showcase of Filipino music talent. 

$55–$155. 5 pm.

WED, SEPT 7

CIRQUE DU SOLEIL — TUROK, 

THE FIRST FLIGHT: $42–$125. 

7:30 pm

THU, SEPT 8
CIRQUE DU SOLEIL — TUROK, 

THE FIRST FLIGHT: $42–$125. 
7:30 pm.

FRI, SEPT 9
CIRQUE DU SOLEIL — TUROK, 

THE FIRST FLIGHT: $40–$115. 4 
pm and 8 pm.

SAT, SEPT 10
CIRQUE DU SOLEIL — TUROK, 

THE FIRST FLIGHT: $40–$115. 4 
pm and 8 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to 
introduce Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and the 
New York Daily News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Thursday at 4:45 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-
out segments, can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH THURSDAY AT 4:45PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, 
and, of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn 
Paper radio is the only webcast where you’ll 
hear Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira 
Eisen berg, Anthony Weiner, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and two-time guest Borough 
President Eric Adams.

So tune in each week live Thursdays at 4:45 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes, 
Stitcher, and Mixlr.

Making a Prophet: The Prophets of Rage, a band made up 
of members of Public Enemy, Rage Against the Machine, and 
Cypress Hill, will scream onto the stage of Barclays Center on 
Aug. 27.
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COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER
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To qualify you must open a Flushing Bank Complete Checking Plus account. Get the complete 
access and control you desire with a competitive interest rate and banking on-the-go with our 
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

I
t’s a revolutionary ex-
hibit!

Park Slope’s Old Stone 
House is taking a 21st cen-
tury look at an 18th cen-
tury battle with its brand 
new exhibit, “Witness to 
War,” opening on Aug. 26. 
The interactive exhibit, now 
a permanent part of the his-
torical home, uses animated 
wall maps and digital dis-
plays to examine the Bat-
tle of Brooklyn in 1776 and 
life in the borough during 
the British occupation. The 
new mini-museum is perfect 
for guests of all knowledge 
levels, according to its or-
ganizer. 

“We wanted to create 
something that is family-
friendly, but also sophisti-
cated and engaging enough 
for people who are real bat-
tle aficionados,’’ said Kim 
Maier, executive director of 
the Old Stone House.

The exhibit — which took 
five years and $350,000 to 
create — features 10 areas 
where guests can explore 
Brooklyn’s place in the 
Revolutionary War through 
games, digital displays, and 
artwork.

Three historians helped 
to transform the House — 
a reconstruction of the 1699 
Vechte-Cortelyou abode — 
into an interactive walk-
through of family life dur-
ing the British occupation. It 
boasts a mural of the Gow-
anus Marsh, which the fam-
ily would have seen outside 
their front door, and a dis-
cussion of their life during 
the war. Other sections fea-
ture an interactive display 
of the big battle and a strat-
egy game called “Take the 
Hill,” in which players can 
try to one-up George Wash-
ington and gain control of 
the land.

The exhibit is full of 
surprising tidbits, incluing 

Brooklyn’s history as an ag-
riculture hub and a slave set-
tlement. Few people know 
that one in three Brook-

lynites was in chains dur-
ing the Revolutionary War, 
said Maier. 

“I think that people will 

definitely be surprised to 
learn about the idea of Brook-
lyn as a farming community 
and how prominent slavery 

was,” she said. 
There are no actual arti-

facts from the Revolutionary 
era in the house, but its ani-
mated wall map, oral histo-
ries, and digital displays will 
give guests a real taste of the 
1700s — as will the House’s 
old-school diorama, which 
remains on display. 

Maier said she cannot wait 
for guests to finally take in 
the new display and its old 
history.

“We’ve been working on 
this for a number of years, 
it’s very exciting to finally 
open it,” she said. 

Witness to War at Old 
Stone House [336 Third St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, www.
theoldstonehouse.org, (718) 
768–3195]. Open Aug. 26. 
Open Fri, 3–6 pm; Sat–Sun, 
11 am–4 pm. 

They’ve made history!
Stone House revamp highlights B’klyn at war

Blast from the past: (Pictured clockwise from top) Old Stone House’s new Battle 
of Brooklyn permanent exhibit is aimed at history geeks of all ages — including 
this tot trying out an ancient cannon. The House’s executive director, Kim Maier, 
hopes that the exhibit will help open people’s eyes to Revolutionary-era Brook-
lyn. And guests can use this animated map to read up on the Battle of Brooklyn 
and the British occupation of New York.
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MON, AUG. 29
SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-

CLONES VS. AUBURN 
DOUBLEDAYS: Starting 
at $10. 7 pm. MCU Park 
[1904 Surf Ave. at W. 17th 
St. in Coney Island, (718) 
449–8497], www.brooklyn-
cyclones.com. 

COMEDY, “NIGHT TRAIN 
WITH WYATT CENAC”: 
Hosted by Brooklyn-based 
comedian Wyatt Cenac, 
“Night Train” is a weekly 
show that features comedy 
from the best local and in-
ternational stand up come-
dians. $5. 8 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

NIGHTLIFE, POP SHOVE IT: A 
punk, skate, garage metal 
party. Free. 10 pm–2 am. 
Sycamore [1118 Cortelyou 
Rd. between Stratford and 
Westminster roads in Dit-
mas Park, (347) 240–5850], 
www.sycamorebrooklyn.
com. 

TUES, AUG. 30
OUTDOORS, TREE CARE 

TUESDAYS: Help care for 
Brooklyn’s trees! All tools 
and training are provided. 
Please, wear clothes ap-
propriate for gardening and 
bring water. Free. 10:30am–
12:30pm. East River State 
Park [90 Kent Ave. at N. 
Eighth Street in Williams-
burg, (917) 727–9761], www.
humanimpactsinstitute.org. 

ROLIE POLIE GUACAMOLE: 
The kings of kindie rock. 
Free. 11 am. Brooklyn Public 
Library’s Central branch [10 
Grand Army Plaza, between 

Eastern Parkway and Flat-
bush Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 230–2100], 
www.brooklynpubliclibrary.
org. 

TALK, NANTUCKET LIGHT-
SHIP LECTURE: Board a 
historic fl oating lighthouse 
docked at Brooklyn Bridge 
Park for a talk about ris-
ing sea levels and extreme 
storms. Free. 6 pm. Brook-
lyn Bridge Park, Pier 6 
[Atlantic Avenue at Furman 
Street in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 222–9939], www.
brooklynbridgepark.org. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-
CLONES VS. AUBURN 
DOUBLEDAYS: Starting 
at $10. 7 pm. MCU Park 
[1904 Surf Ave. at W. 17th 
St. in Coney Island, (718) 
449–8497], www.brooklyn-
cyclones.com. 

READING, “A SCOT IN THE 
DARK” LAUNCH PARTY: 
Sarah MacLean reads from 
the latest in her “Scandal 
and Scoundrel” series. Free. 
7 pm. Word Bookstore [126 
Franklin St. between Milton 
and Noble streets in Green-
point, (718) 383–0096], 
www.wordbrooklyn.com. 

READING, MANHATTAN-
VILLE READING SERIES: 
The monthly Crown Heights 
showcase for emerging writ-
ers features award-winning 
novelist Laura van den Berg, 

along with Saxon Baird, Jen 
Choi, and Bruna Dantas 
Lobato. Free. 7:30 pm. Man-
hattanville Coffee (167 Rog-
ers Ave. at St. Johns Place in 
Crown Heights).

FILM, “ALIENS”: Watch the 
sci-fi  classic with the Statue 
of Liberty as a backdrop. 
Free. 8:30 pm. Valentino 
Pier (Coffey Street at Ferris 
Street in Red Hook), www.
redhookfl icks.com. 

WED, AUG. 31
MUSIC, DER SECRET: Jazz966 

presents a free outdoor 
show. Free. 5:30 pm. Put-
nam Triangle Plaza [Fulton 
Street at Grand Avenue in 
Clinton Hill, (718) 928–3322], 
www.faballiance.org. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-
CLONES VS. AUBURN 
DOUBLEDAYS: Starting 
at $10. 7 pm. MCU Park 
[1904 Surf Ave. at W. 17th 
St. in Coney Island, (718) 
449–8497], www.brooklyn-
cyclones.com. 

DOUBLE DUTCH: Learn to 
jump with experienced 
based Double Dutch Em-
pire instructors - for all 
abilities and recommended 
for children older than 15 
years old. Free. 7 pm to 9 
pm. Pier 2 (Clarke Street at 
the Roller Rink in Columbia 
Heights), www.nycgov-
parks.org. 

FILM, “PARIS BLUES”: An out-
door screening of the fi lm 
starring Sidney Poitier, Paul 
Newman as ex-pat jazz mu-
sicians living in Paris. Free. 
8 pm. Jane Bailey Memorial 
Garden (Greene Avenue at 
Franklin Avenue in Bedford-
Stuyvesant), www.nycgov-
parks.org. 

COMEDY, THE WHAT YOU 
WANT COMEDY SHOW: 
Jenny Young and Ryan Bard 
host a free stand up com-
edy show. Free. 8:30 pm. 
Halyards (406 Third Ave. at 
Sixth Street in Gowanus). 

THURS, SEPT. 1
OUTDOORS, KAYAKING: 

Learn to glide along the 
water. No experience 
necessary. Free. 5:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Bridge Park, Pier 2 
(enter at Joralemon Street 
and Furman Street in Brook-
lyn Heights), www.nycgov-
parks.org. 

ART, THURSDAY NIGHTS 
AT THE BROOKLYN MU-
SEUM: Free admission to 
the museum’s many exhibits 
and galleries every Thurs-
day evening, sponsored by 
Squarespace. Free. 6–10 
pm. Brooklyn Museum [200 

Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

FRI, SEPT. 2
COMEDY, “YOUR LOVE, OUR 

MUSICAL”: Rebecca Vigil 
and Evan Kaufman interview 
a couple in the audience 
and improvise a musical 
based on their relation-
ship. $10. 7:30 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

COMEDY, CARTOON MON-
SOON: A live show inspired 
by “Pee Wee’s Playhouse,” 
with costumed characters, 
puppets, and sketches. $10. 
9:30 pm. The Annoyance 
Theatre (367 Bedford Ave. 
at S. Fifth Street in Williams-
burg), www.theannoyance-
newyork.com. Coney Island 
Circus Sideshow: 1–8 pm. 
See Friday, Aug. 26. 

MNIGHTLIFE, MISS CONEY 
ISLAND BURLESQUE 
BEAUTY PAGEANT: The 
biggest night of the bur-
lesque season! $25. 10 pm. 
Sideshows by the Seashore 
[1208 Surf Ave. between W. 
12th Street and Stillwell Av-
enue in Coney Island, (718) 
372–5159], www.coneyis-
land.com. 

SAT, SEPT. 3
TOUR, MUSEUM HIGH-

LIGHTS: Museum educators 
give tours of the vintage 
subway and elevated cars 
dating back to 1904. $7 
admission. Noon and 3 pm. 
New York Transit Museum 
[Boerum Place at Schermer-
horn Street in Downtown, 
(718) 694–1600], www.ny-
transitmuseum.org. 

CONEY ISLAND BEARD AND 
MOUSTACHE COMPETI-
TION: In its ninth year, this 
event pits the strangest and 
most extravagant beards 
and mustaches against each 
other to see whose facial 
hair reigns supreme. $20. 8 
pm. Shooting Gallery Arts 
Annex [1208 Surf Ave. at W. 
12th Street in Coney Island, 
(718) 372–5159], www.co-
neyisland.com. 

COMEDY, MAJAH HYPE AND 
FRIENDS: The Caribbean 
King of Comedy performs 
with special guests Trixx, 
Rip Micheals, Vlad Calixte, 
Bunji Garlin, and more. 
$40–$100. 8 pm. Kings 
Theatre (1027 Flatbush Ave. 
between Beverly Road and 
Tilden Avenue in Flatbush), 
www.kingstheatre.com. 

Red Hook, (718) 624–4719], 
www.waterfrontmuseum.
org. 

COMEDY, SUMMER STORIES 
AT THE CITY RELIQUARY: 
A night of comedic sto-
rytelling on the theme of 
“Favorite Places.” $5. 7 
pm. The City Reliquary 
[370 Metropolitan Ave. 
between Havemeyer Street 
and Marcy Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 782–4842], 
www.cityreliquary.org/plan-
your-visit. 

TALK, ENCAMPMENT — 
FIRESIDE TALES AND 
TUNES: An outdoor story-
telling program that takes 
on the battles of body, 
spirit, and mind. Seasoned 
storytellers will take the 
stage, but attendees can 
join as well. $15. 7:30–10 
pm. Green-Wood Cem-
etery [Fifth Avenue and 
25th Street in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 210–3080], 
www.green-wood.com. 

SUN, AUG. 28
MAGIC AT CONEY: A magi-

cal variety show featuring 
illusionists, escape artists, 
mentalists and close-up ma-
gicians. $10 ($5 kids). noon. 
Sideshows by the Seashore 

[1208 Surf Ave. between W. 
12th Street and Stillwell Av-
enue in Coney Island, (718) 
372–5159], www.coneyis-
land.com. 

BOOK BAG GIVEAWAY: Chil-
dren will be served refresh-
ments and receive a book 
bag. All are welcome, fi rst-
come, fi rst-served. Free. 
12:30–3 pm. Jesus Outreach 
Tabernacle, Fifth Floor [1368 
Fulton St. between Brooklyn 
and New York avenues in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, (718) 
569–9067], www.jesusout-
reachtabernacle.org. 

WASH DAY WORKSHOP: 
Cool off from the summer 
sun at Lefferts by helping 
Alliance educators get the 
dirt out of our 19th century 
reproduction clothing the 
non-electric way, using tubs, 
washboards and bar soap. 
Free. 1 pm to 4 pm. Lefferts 
Historic Homestead [452 
Flatbush Ave. between Em-
pire Boulevard and Eastern 
Parkway in Park Slope, (718) 
789–2822], www.prospect-
park.org. 

TALK, CONTEMPORARY 
MENSTRUAL CULTURE IN 
AMERICA: A panel discus-
sion of anthropologists, 
artists, and scientists speak-
ing about menstruation in 
historical, contemporary 
and literary contexts. Free. 
9 pm. The Hollows [151 
Bedford Ave. between N. 
Eighth and N. Ninth streets 
in Williamsburg, (917) 587–
7176], hollows.info. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 10

Duke of curl: The Coney Island Beard and Moustache 
Competition on Sept. 2 will determine the most im-
pressively groomed facial hair in the world.
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LIST YOUR EVENT…
To list your event in Nine Days In Brooklyn, please give us two weeks notice or more. Send your list-
ing by e-mail: calendar@cnglocal.com, or submit the information online at www.brooklynpaper.com/
events/submit. We are no longer accepting submissions by mail. Listings are free and printed on a 
space available basis. We regret we cannot take listings over the phone.

162 Montague St, 2nd Fl, Brooklyn Heights
(718) 522-5555/58  Fax: (718) 522-7555
www.nanatori.com  OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

FREE
DELIVERY

$10 
MIN

Fine Japanese cuisine, 
plus full sushi bar, for 

lunch or dinner

ARE YOU A PARTICIPANT IN THE 
BLACKROCK RETIREMENT SAVINGS PLAN?

ATTORNEY ADVERTISING 

Cohen Milstein Sellers & Toll PLLC is inves� ga� ng BlackRock’s 
management of its 401K plan.

If you worked for BlackRock and have or had a re� rement account 
through BlackRock and wish to learn more about our inves� ga� on, 
please contact a� orney Michelle Yau.

202-408-4600
Email: myau@cohenmilstein.com

ALL INQUIRIES ARE CONFIDENTIAL

COHEN MILSTEIN SELLERS & TOLL PLLC • 1100 NEW YORK AVE NW, FIFTH FLOOR, WASHINGTON, DC 20005 • WWW.COHENMILSTEIN.COM



August 26–September 1, 2016 AWP  13Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-2500

OPEN HOUSE
Thursday, October 13th, 6 pm - 7:30 pm

Saturday, October 29th, 12 pm - 1:30 pm

Bishop Kearney High School  
2202 - 60th Street, Brooklyn, New York 11204

718 236 6363 ext 255    email: admissions@kearneyhs.org  
 www.bishopkearneyhs.org/openhouse

Sponsored by the Sisters of St. Joseph, Brentwood, New York
#KearneyStrong

KK
KEARNEY
B I S H O P

HIGH SCHOOL

SPORTS NIGHT
Friday, September 30th, 4 - 6 pm

CATHOLICCATHOLIC
SCHOOLS & ACADEMIES GUIDESCHOOLS & ACADEMIES GUIDE

STRIVE FOR A HIGHER EDUCATIONSTRIVE FOR A HIGHER EDUCATION      DIOCESEOFBROOKLYN.ORG/FIND-A-SCHOOLDIOCESEOFBROOKLYN.ORG/FIND-A-SCHOOL

FAITH IN CLASS
Keeping Catholic schools excellent
“Education cannot be neutral. 
It is either positive or negative, 
either in enriches or it impov-
erishes; it either enables a per-
son to grow or it lessens, even 
corrupts him. The mission of 
Catholic schools and Catho-
lic education is to develop a 
sense of truth, if what is good 
and beautiful. And this occurs 
through a rich path made up 
of many ingredients. That is 
why there are some many sub-
jects — because development 
is the results of different el-
ements that act together and 
stimulate intelligence, knowl-
edge, the emotions, the body 
and so on.” 

 — Pope Francis, 
May 10, 2014.

During the visit of Pope 
Francis to Our Lady Queen 
of Angels in East Harlem, Pope 
Francis said: “School then 
ends up being one big fam-
ily. A family, where together 
with our mothers and fathers, 

our grandparents, our teachers 
and friends, we learn to help 
one another, to share our good 
qualities, to give the best of 
ourselves, to work as a team, 
for that is very important, and 
to pursue our dreams.”

Here within the Brooklyn 
Diocese, we are blessed to 
have Catholic parish schools 
and academies that exemplify 
these characteristics by pro-
viding students with a quality 
Catholic education. Essential 
to this are the following: sus-
taining the mission of Catholic 
education; the essence of pro-
viding students with the nec-
essary skills to be successful 
in the future (academic excel-
lence); dedicated administra-
tions, faculty, and staff; and 
recognizing that Catholic ed-
ucation is an essential part of 
the Church’s mission.

The mission of Catholic ed-
ucation and our faith is par-
amount. Our parish schools/

academies are places of evan-
gelization, of complete forma-
tion and of service to others. 
Faith and morals go hand-in-
hand and our Catholic parish 
schools/academies work to en-
sure that everyone who enters 
is treated with respect and that 
the values and virtues of the 
Gospel message are part of the 
fabric of the school.

When you talk to pastors, 
parish priests, school princi-
pals, academy directors and 
teachers, you always hear about 
the religious experiences stu-
dents have throughout the year. 
The presence of our pastors and 
parish priests in the schools/
academies help to further de-
velop the important relation-
ship between parish and school/
academy, which is a vital as-
pect of the community.

Catholic parish schools and 
academies are charged with in-
fusing their curriculum with 
Catholic identity while striv-

ing for academic excellence. It 
is not Catholic identity or aca-
demic excellence — it is “both 
and” — they are equally im-
portant. Academic excellence 
and a strong Catholic identity 
are crucial to the success of 
our parish schools/acade-
mies and more importantly 
to the success of our students 
in a world that is continually 
changing. Key to this success 
is that our students are being 
provided with a well-rounded 
academic program that allows 
them to develop their critical 
thinking skills and apply what 
they have learned to real-life 
situations.

The curriculum involves the 
core academic subjects of math, 
English language arts, social 
studies, science, physical ed-
ucation, as well as music, the 
arts, and languages other than 
English. Central to the curric-
ulum is the use of 21st-century 
technology within the class-

room setting and allowing stu-
dents to develop skills that will 
prepare them for college and 
careers in the 21st century. 
A major part of helping our 
students succeed is the link-
age that exists between par-
ents, their parishes, and the 
hard work and dedication of 
the teachers and administra-
tors in our schools and acad-
emies. Catholic education is 
truly holistic — education that 
addresses the needs of body, 
mind, and soul.

Educational growth is not 
limited to our students. Each 

year, principals and teachers 
in our Catholic parish schools/
academies participate in nu-
merous professional devel-
opment opportunities, spon-
sored not only by the Diocese 
of Brooklyn but also by other 
city, state, and national agen-
cies. We must recognize the ef-
forts put forth by the teachers 
to provide students with quality 
Catholic education. Principals 
work tirelessly with their teach-
ers to maintain and enhance the 
quality of Catholic education 
offered to the students. Each 
year, new programs are added, 

and new learning opportuni-
ties are offered. Principals and 
teachers also work with par-
ents, the primary educators, to 
prepare students for the chal-
lenges of the future.

Through their many sacri-
fices, our parents are essen-
tial to the success of Catholic 
education within the Diocese 
of Brooklyn. As partners in 
Catholic education, parents are 
encouraged to participate in 
the life of the parish school/
academy. Involvement in the 
Home School Association and 
the Home Academy Associa-

tion is just one way to partici-
pate. Parents are also partners 
in the education of their chil-
dren. Through parental support 
of their children and guiding 
their children to be successful, 
the future of our city, state, na-
tion, and Catholic church will 
be guaranteed.

Our students are our future. 
As we begin this new academic 
year, let us not forget them as 
they too will work hard to be 
successful. Let us pray for their 
success this year and remem-
ber each day that they are our 
future and they need our sup-
port and guidance.

Catholic schools are an im-
portant part of not only the Di-
ocese of Brooklyn but also of 
the entire church within the 
United States. We have many 
challenges but need to work 
together to make our Catho-
lic parish schools and acade-
mies vital, viable, excellent, 
and enduring. We have much 
to offer in our Catholic par-
ish schools/academies, and it 
is through the dedication, hard 
work, and untiring efforts of 
parish priests, principals, the 
directors of the academies, 
teachers, staff, parishioners, 
parents, and students that we 
continue to keep Catholic ed-
ucation at the forefront of all 
that we do.
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NURSERY – 8TH GRADE
For more information, call  718-768-8000

or visit out website at www.saintsaviourcatholicacademy.org
Susan Walsh, Principal Julian Parham Santana, Director of Admissions, Marketing, and Development

SAINT SAVIOUR CATHOLIC ACADEMY
701 Eighth Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11215

FONTBONNE HALL ACADEMY

Saturday, October 22nd
1PM - 4PM

OPEN HOUSE

(Rain Date 10/23)

Register for this event at www.fontbonne.org or contact 
Victoria Adamo, Director of  Admissions, at vadamo@fontbonne.org

Sisters of  St. Joseph Schools

Inspiring young women to be leaders of tomorrow. 

Fontbonne Hall Academy 9901 Shore Road, Brooklyn, NY 11209
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CATHOLIC SCHOOLS & ACADEMIES GUIDE
SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

Saint Saviour Catholic Academy pre-
pares students from Nursery to grade 
8 for higher education. At SSCA we 
educate children from all walks of life 
in a nurturing and supportive Catholic 
environment. Beginning in our early 
childhood program our teachers cre-
ate an exciting, developmentally ap-
propriate curriculum encouraging the 
children to explore their world through 
hands-on activities. 

Our elementary grades offer a bal-
anced curriculum of rigorous academ-
ics and a vibrant arts/music program 
paired with the spiritual teachings 
of Catholicism. Technology, includ-
ing SMART Boards, computers, and 
tablets are integrated throughout our 
elementary grades along with a 1:1 
Google Chromebook program in our 
Middle School.

We believe that education encom-

passes the academic, social, and spir-
itual needs of the learner and try our 
best to differentiate instruction so that 
we can support various learning styles 
and needs. 

In addition, each student’s success 
is often dependent upon how they feel 
socially within a classroom. If they feel 
safe and comfortable in their class-
room community, they will be will-
ing to take risks and share ideas with 
one another. To this end, we have im-
plemented the Responsive Classroom 
Approach throughout our Academy. 
This approach centers on positive lan-
guage to maximize learning and con-
sistency among classrooms.

Our Academy is located in the heart 
of Park Slope, Brooklyn. Our neighbor-
hood is known for its historic buildings 
and architecture, diversity, cultural at-
tractions, proximity to Prospect Park 

and convenient access to public trans-
portation, which our Academy takes 
full advantage of to enrich our curric-
ulum.  Once a week, our 2nd Graders 
attend swim lessons at the Prospect 
Park YMCA while our 6th – 8th Grad-
ers enjoy physical education enrich-
ment at the Park Slope Armory YMCA. 
Our students have also participated 
in programs such as the Shakespeare 
Residency at The Brooklyn Academy 
of Music (BAM), Brooklyn Connec-
tions at The Brooklyn Public Library, 
and more in New York City.

Together with parents and guardians, 
our dedicated and experienced faculty 
helps each child develop a positive self-
image in order to reach his or her high-
est potential. Each year our graduates 
receive thousands of dollars in schol-
arships and place into top public, pri-
vate, and Catholic high schools.

Saint Saviour Catholic Academy
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Car wash workers in New York City – or
“carwasheros,” as they call
themselves – have made great strides

since their campaign to unionize began in
2012. Hundreds of carwasheros at 10 car
washes have won the dignity and respect that
comes with union membership. Union
contracts have given carwasheros – for the
first time – paid time off, the ability to return to
their home countries for visits and have their
jobs protected, and guaranteed wage and
benefit improvements. 

But throughout New York State, the so-
called “tip credit” threatens to continue to
undermine progress that workers are making
in the car wash industry.

The tip credit is a part of New York State
minimum wage law that allows industry
operators to pay car wash workers a different,
lower minimum wage. In theory, workers’ tips
are supposed to make up the difference, and

Our Perspective
And that’s just the latest settlement of many,
including one that saw a New York carwash
operator pay almost $4 million in 2014. Wage
theft is still rampant in the industry, and the tip
credit helps create an environment where it
happens. 

The Cuomo Administration has done a
good job prosecuting wage theft, and helping
win justice for workers across New York. But
we need to do more. We call upon the
Governor and the state legislature to eliminate
the car wash tip credit, and bring the base pay
for all car wash workers in New York up to the
minimum wage. 

It’s an important move that will show 
New York’s commitment to
fighting for worker rights,
and protect worker pay. 

possibly more. And, if workers’ tips don’t raise
the level of pay to at least the minimum wage,
car wash employers are supposed to make up
the difference in additional hourly wages.

In actual practice, it’s a flawed system that
enables wage theft and contributes to systemic
underpayment of car wash workers – exactly
what the car wash unionizing campaign and
carwasheros have been fighting against.
Investigations have shown that employers
don’t always make up the extra pay for workers
when tips are short, and carwasheros don’t
always receive the tips customers presume
they are getting. We shouldn’t be giving
unscrupulous employers additional incentives
to underpay their workers.

Earlier this summer, workers at one
Queens car wash won a $130,000 settlement
against an owner who was paying below
minimum wage, withholding overtime pay, and
committing other wage and hour violations.

Eliminate Tip Credit 
for Car Wash Workers
By Stuart Appelbaum, President, 
Retail, Wholesale and Department Store Union, RWDSU, UFCW

www.rwdsu.org

The tip credit enables wage theft
and contributes to systemic
underpayment of car wash workers.

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

It’s the new Gold stan-
dard.

The city last Wednesday 
unveiled changes to a treach-
erous Downtown stretch of 
Gold Street that runs through 
the Farragut Houses — elimi-
nating a lane of traffic in each 
direction, adding a new cross-
walk, and expanding the me-
dian in a scheme that a De-
partment of Transportation 
honcho hopes will force driv-
ers to slow down and allow 
the residents to traverse the 
thoroughfare more safely and 
easily. 

“Residents of the Farragut 
Houses needed and deserved 
a safe pedestrian route among 
their buildings and the sub-
way, so the dramatic changes 
on Gold Street will make a 
real difference,” said the de-
partment’s Borough Commis-
sioner Keith Bray. 

The public housing com-
plex is spread across sprawl-
ing superblocks, and the strip 
between York and Sands 
streets previously only had 
crosswalks at each intersec-
tion, which meant pedestri-
ans who didn’t fancy the long 
trek to the corner often jay-
walked as traffic zoomed by 
in two lanes from both di-
rections.

Collisions along the stretch 
injured seven pedestrians, five 
cyclists, and seven car occu-
pants between 2010 and 2014, 
according to the department.

Now, pedestrians can use 
the new mid-block crosswalk, 
and stop at the larger median 
strip — extended from three 
to eight feet — if they need a 
breather part-way through the 
journey. The city also added 
21 new parking spaces along-
side the median for nights and 
weekends.

Transportation planners 
drew up the changes after 
consulting with Farragut den-
izens, according to Commu-
nity Board 2 district manager 
Rob Perris.

They then presented it to 
the advisory panel in February 
and received overwhelming 
support, he said, with mem-
bers voting unanimously to 
approve the measures.

Gold Street shines 
with new crossing, 
roomier median

Brooklyn’s
boulevard
battle lines

MEAN
Streets

Gold Street is looking as good as its namesake with 
this wider median, new crosswalk, and fewer lanes 
of traffic.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

It was a party to make Her-
bert Hoover proud! 

Brooklynites celebrated 
the National Parks Ser-
vice’s 100th anniversary at 
a star-studded birthday bash 
in Brooklyn Bridge Park on 
Monday night.

Attendees were enter-
tained by Australian rock 
band Atlas Genius, disc 

jockey Questlove, and profes-
sional science guy Bill Nye, 
and had the chance to play 
with a gizmo that controlled 
the colors of One World Trade 
Center’s spire across the river 
— the first time that civilians 
have been able to determine 
the Manhattan skyscraper’s 
lighting scheme. 

Guests also indulged in 
free national park-themed ice 
cream from Dumbo’s Brook-

lyn Ice Cream Factory, with 
flavors such as Rocky Moun-
tain vanilla chocolate chunk 
and strawb-Ellis Island. 

Congress established the 
agency in 1916 when just 35 
parks made up the national 
park system. There are now 
412 protected meadows across 
the United States, which in-
clude monuments and historic 
sites. Brooklyn Bridge Park 
is not one of them.

Meadows of fame!
National Parks Service holds its giant 
centennial bash in Brooklyn Bridge Park

The Roots’ Questlove spins records at the National Parks Service’s 100th birth-
day bash in Brooklyn Bridge Park.
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in the next year or two.” 
Cape declined to com-

ment on Kirschendfeld’s al-
legations of pool partisan-
ship, though park honchos 
have maintained they are open 
to the idea of any floating 
pool within the open space 
— though so far, they haven’t 

#knowyourzone 

KNOW WHAT TO DO

 
 

 

Bill de Blasio, Mayor
Rick D. Chandler, P.E., Commissioner

E*bill is a safe and secure way to receive your bill via email. And 

once you receive it, you can pay it any way you like: electronically, 

in person or through the mail. How’s that for convenient? Visit 

conEd.com/MyAccount to register.

Continued from page 3

Continued from page 3

POOL…

WARS…

to make way for more green 
space with a so-called “water 
play feature” instead.

The splashy amenity  has 
been open for the past five 
summers , but the semi-pri-
vate organization that runs 
the park says the pool was 
always meant to go down the 

drain at the end of this sum-
mer, and it doesn’t have the 
funds to keep it around. 

That will be a blow to 
swimmers from all over the 
borough, according to Squad-
ron — he did a survey that 
found 80 percent of pool-go-
ers come from outside Brook-
lyn Heights, and 60 percent 

This week on Brooklyn Pa-
per Radio, state Sen. Daniel 
Squadron joined Vince and 
Gersh to discuss the break-
ing story about plans to keep 
afloat Brooklyn Bridge Park’s 
beloved “pop-up” pool, which 
is used by thousands of Brook-
lynites every summer.

According to Squadron, 
four out of five people who use 
the pool — which has stun-
ning views of New York Har-
bor and the Manhattan sky-
line — come from outside the 
surrounding neighborhood of 

Brooklyn Heights, making it 
the type of amenity that should 
remain in the mostly privately 
funded public park.

But the plan for the pool, 

brokered by Squadron and 
then-Assemblywoman Joan 
Millman five years ago, has 
reached its sunset, and park 
bigwigs say there is no money 
to bring it back.

That brought Squadron 
down to the park with Bor-
ough President Adams and 
Councilman Steven Levin in 
tow early Thursday morning, 
when the three pleaded with 
park officials — and pledged 
money — to bring it back.

Gersh and Vince were also 
joined by reporter Lauren Gill 

who, as usual, asked Squad-
ron the tough questions.

All in all it made for scin-
tillating radio (or podcast), so 
take a listen and judge for 
yourself.

Brooklyn Paper radio is 
recorded and podcast live 
every Thursday at 4:45 pm 
— for your convenience — 
from our studio in America’s 
Downtown and can be found, 
as always, on BrooklynPaper.
com,  iTunes , on  Mixlr , and of 
course, on  Stitcher .

ON THE RADIO: DIVING IN

of them swim exclusively in 
the waterfront lagoon. 

Fans say their drab neigh-
borhood pools just aren’t as in-
viting as the Brooklyn Bridge 
Park alternative, which boasts 
great views of the Manhat-
tan skyline and surrounding 
parkland, as well as an ad-
jacent sandy beach area for 
sunbathing.

“It’s our little vacation 
spot, it’s the first thing the 
kids look forward to when 
school is out,” said Browns-
ville resident Nancy McCa-
rthy, who brings her kids to 
swim in the park several times 
a week. “I am so happy it’s 

State Sen. Daniel Squadron urges 
Brooklyn Bridge Park to keep the 
beloved pop-up pool open.
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here and I’m 
praying it will 
stay open.” 

Park hon-
chos remained 
unmoved by the 
protest, how-
ever, maintain-
ing that the pool 
must be demol-
ished at the end 
of the season.

The pop-up 
pool is next 
door to the 
u n d e r - c o n -
struction lux-

ury Pierhouse condominium 
complex — one of several 
controversial private devel-
opments in the park that offi-
cials say they need to finance 
its ongoing maintenance — 
 whose advertising materi-
als show lush parkland on 
the site . 

Borough President Ad-
ams and Councilman Steve 
Levin (D–Brooklyn Heights), 
who also joined the rally, said 
they’d be willing to earmark 
some of their taxpayer slush 
funds to either keep the pop-
up pool open or create a per-
manent one within the green 
space.

found funding for either de-
sign, and say the park can’t 
afford to pay itself.

Meyer also refused to weigh 
in on claims of favoritism, but 
applauded the Floating Pool 
Lady for providing a proof-of-
concept and paying homage 
to  New York’s rich history of 
floating swimming holes . 

“We love the Floating Lady 
and take a lot of inspiration 
from the project,” she said.
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C
an we please stop telling 
parents that it is normal 
to be terrified for even 

the shortest periods of time 
when kids are doing the most 
mundane of activities: Walk-
ing to or from school?

Because here’s what NBC’s 
Alyssa Newcomb reported 
the other day in an piece on 
“Back-to-School Safety Tech 
That Helps Keep Kids Safe” 
(The title alone reinforcing 
the idea that kids are not 
safe without us taking new, 
tech-assisted precautions): 
“No matter how mature and 
responsible a child is, those 
few blocks without adult su-
pervision are enough to make 
most parents worry.”

Since when? Since crime 
is back to the level it was in 
1963? Since we are living in 
the safest times in human his-
tory according to Harvard’s 
Stephen Pinker? Since even 
child deaths at the hand of 
a kidnapper — already ex-
tremely rare — are now one-
fifth of what they were just 
20 years ago? “Most parents 
worry” about a few block 
walk, in these particularly 
safe times, even if they know 
their kids are mature and re-
sponsible?

That seems like some kind 
of illness. Yes, it is normal to 
worry if the neighborhood is 
truly crime-ridden. And nat-
urally it can be worrying if a 
child is late getting home, or 
if it is the first week of school 
and the child is just getting 
used to the walk. But for par-

ents to worry no matter how 
mature their kid, how short 
the walk, and how safe the 
neighborhood does not make 
sense.

Igniting the fuse of fear 
makes sense for only two 
groups of people: The media, 
who depend on fear to keep 
us engaged; and the makers 
of tech tracking devices, who 
depend on our dollars to stay 
in business. After all, if they 
can convince us that it is nor-
mal to fret any time we take 
our eyes off our kids, they can 
sell us products that keep our 
eyes upon them.

And so reporter Newcomb 
goes on to list four products 
that track kids and apprise the 
parents of their location. The 
Pocketfinder is one. It goes 
in the child’s backpack “up-
dates a parent’s smartphone 
with their location every two 
minutes.”

Obsess much? It also alerts 
parents the second their child 
veers off the prescribed path. 
What a joy that makes walking 
home: Follow that squirrel for a 
block and mom calls 911.

Then there’s Life 360, 
which is free and sounds 

like Harry Potter’s Maraud-
er’s Map, showing every fam-
ily member’s location. But if 
you pay a premium (a ha!) you 
can get “expanded history data 
and a live adviser for urgent 
situations.” Just suggesting 
“urgent situations” makes the 
walk sound dire.

The Canary, also profiled, 
is part of a $199 home secu-
rity system, allowing you “to 
see live video and hear audio 
from their home. Parents can 
even replay the video clip from 
when their child walked in 
the door, ensuring that they 
were with only authorized 
house guests.”

Maybe it should really 
be called the Stool Pigeon. 
It seems less like a normal 
household device and more 
like the closed-circuit tele-
vision above the door at a 
7-Eleven.

And finally there’s the Au-
gust Smart Lock which lets 
you “see and speak to who-
ever is at your door, even if 
you’re not home.” It also locks 
and unlocks your door, long 
distance “making it ideal if 
your kid forgets their key,” 
according to Newcomb. At 

$400 it might be more ideal 
to make your kid a few extra 
keys, or even hide one some-
place clever. 

So now I, too, have some 
advice on how to keep your 
kid safe on the way home from 
school — advice that the tele-
vision report, in its haste to 
hail technological solutions 
to nearly non-existent dan-
gers, forgot. Teach your chil-
dren to:

• Look left, look right, look 
left again when crossing the 
street.

• Make sure that anyone 
turning sees them in the 
cross walk.

• Ask strangers for help 
if they need it. Teaching 
“Stranger danger” removes 
all the people who could help 
them in an emergency. ( Re-
member that Utah Boy Scout 
who was lost for three days 
because every time he heard a 
search party member calling 
his name, he scampered off 
to hide from the “stranger”? ) 
However, teach your kids that 
they while they can talk to 
anyone, they cannot go off 
with anyone. And they should 
not get into someone’s car.

Those are tips that make 
a lot of sense and, by golly, 
they are free! Of course, for 
a premium, I will add a new 
and pointless tip every month. 
Sign up now! 

Lenore Skenazy is author 
and founder of the book 
and blog Free-Range Kids, 
and a contributor at Rea-
son.com.

Let your kid walk to school

By Lenore Skenazy

Beach 
creatures
Sea Gate residents Larry Wat-
kins and Tom Oldewurtel wowed 
spectators with their “Creature 
from the Black Lagoon” creation 
at the 26th annual Coney Island 
Sand Sculpting Contest on Aug. 
20, taking home first place in the 
adult team category. Experts, 
novices, and families came armed 
with shovels, pales, and their 
imagination to compete for the 
top prize of $250 and bragging 
rights — and to enjoy a day of 
summer fun at the most famous 
beach in the world. 
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Mom arrived 
for dinner
at midnight

It’s never too early 
 (or too late) to talk about 
 Alzheimer’s support.

Call our 24-hour Helpline. 
We’re here anytime you need to talk. 

(646) 744–2900
Free | Confidential | Se habla español | 

www.caringkindnyc.org 


