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Call it Hall-yuck street!
A long-closed stretch of Red Hook’s 

Halleck Street is covered in a mound of 
dirt, trash, and overgrown vegetation, 
and now the thoroughly putrid thorough-
fare is such a mess that no city agency 
will take responsibility for it in case it 
turns out to be toxic, according to one 
local leader. 

“There’s a mound of soil there — pre-
sumably by a contractor — which the 
city refuses to touch because they don’t 
know what’s in it,” said Craig Ham-
merman, who is the district manager 

for Community Board 6, which encom-
passes Red Hook. “We’ve written let-
ters, made phone calls, but the agen-
cies have not seen it fit to have the soil 
tested and removed.” 

A neighboring business owner claims 
the Department of Transportation first 
allowed a builder to dump soil on the 
one-block strip between Clinton Street 
and the Henry Street Basin decades ago, 
opening the door for other businesses 
to illegally unload their waste there. 
The agency eventually put up barri-
ers to discourage people from dump-
ing there, he said, but that just closed 
the road for good and turned it into a 

private forest of filth that has amassed 
litter including underwear, bottles, and 
sanitary pads. 

“You have this whole public street 
that’s blocked off, it’s been an urban 
blight for a number of years,” said John 
Quadrozzi Jr., who owns the Gowanus 
Bay Terminal at the end of Columbia 
Street.

Quadrozzi and Hammerman say 
they’ve appealed to the city on several 
occasions to spiff up the stretch, but 
agencies keep passing the buck — an 
experience this paper can confirm. 

The Transportation Department re-

Nightmare on Halleck St.
Red Hook street so gross that no agency will touch it

See HALLECK  on page 5

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

They rocked the voting 
booth!

The Board of Elections has 
bowed to elderly Brooklyn Heights 
residents’ demands to move their 
local polling station for the No-
vember election from a Down-
town high school into their own 
co-op building, after the seniors 
complained that they’re too frail 
to walk across two treacherous 
roads to reach the school. The news 
delighted and surprised the deni-
zens, who were amazed to see the 
city and local leaders actually re-
sponding to their gripes.

“All too often when something 
goes wrong, the most that we do 
is point fingers thinking no one 
cares, no one is listening, and no 

POLL RE-POSITION
City moves voting site for B’Heights seniors

ercise their democratic rights, as 
the  nearby Brooklyn Heights Li-
brary where they used to vote is 
about to be demolished , and told 
the city it would disenfranchise the 
many golden-agers living in the 
building — a move one resident 
likened to voter suppression be-

low the Mason–Dixon Line  
“I’d expect this in the South, but 

I wouldn’t expect this in Brook-
lyn,” said Helen Spirer. 

To get to the new spot, the build-
ing’s wizened residents — most of 
whom are in wheelchairs or use 
walkers or canes — would have 

to contend with heavy traffic, bus 
lanes, and roadworks as they nav-
igate Cadman Plaza West and 
Adams Street, and many simply 
wouldn’t risk it, Potosky said.

“That’s a very dangerous thor-
oughfare,” he said. “If you ask any-
one who lives in this area, they 

go out of their way to avoid Ad-
ams Street.” 

Following a report on the press-
ing issue by this paper, the city 
told the residents on Wednesday 
that it will instead put the booth 
in the community room of their 
building at 10 Clinton St.

The Board of Elections told Po-
tosky it is too late to change the 
polling place for the Sept. 13 pri-
mary election, but fortunately there 
are no contested races in their dis-
trict — no one is challenging State 
Sen. Daniel Squadron (D–Brook-
lyn Heights), Assemblywoman 
Jo Anne Simon (D–Brooklyn 
Heights), or Democratic District 
Leaders Anne Swern and Josh 
Skaller, and no other party has 
any contested races, either.

Those who can’t make it to the 
polling site or secure an absen-
tee ballot in time will however 
miss out on voting for judicial 
delegates — the party represen-
tatives who elect state State Su-
preme Court judges.

The Board of Elections did not 
return requests for comment.

one will help. That just was not the 
case here,” said Toba Potosky, the 
president of the Cadman Towers 
co-op complex at Cadman Plaza 
West and Clinton Street. “We sent 
out a request for help and every-

one responded.”
The residents were outraged to 

learn just a week ago that they 
would have to travel to the Urban 
Assembly School for Law and Jus-
tice on Adams and Johnston to ex-

Residents of 10 Clinton St. were furious when the city told them they’d have to cross two 
treacherous streets (including Cadman Plaza, left) to get to their polling site on primary 
day, but the Board of Elections has moved it to their building for the  November election.
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Red Hook businessman John Quadrozzi Jr. is leading the charge to get the city to clean up Halleck Street, 
which has been closed for decades and is full of trash — including dirty underwear.
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FLOORING
KICK-OFF 
SALE!FA

LL

AUG 24 - SEP 6 (WED - TUES)

24Months 
Promotional 
Financing 
Available*

On purchases of $2,000 or more 
made with your Lumber Liquidators 
credit card from August 24 – 
September 6, 2016.  *Subject to 
credit approval. Minimum monthly 
payments required.  See store 
for details.While supplies last. Product prices & availability are subject to change without notice.  Odd lots sold as is. 

North American 
and European 
Laminate from

39¢
sq ft

Vinyl 
Wood Plank

from

49¢
sq ft

Prefi nished 
Hardwood

from

$1.29
sq ft

Prefi nished 
Bamboo

from

$1.49
sq ft

Come see 100+ new fl oors, the latest styles, and incredible savings like these!

Prefi nished Exotic Hardwood

$1.00OFF
sq ft

1-800-HARDWOOD • lumberliquidators.com

By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

It’s an offer they can’t refuse!
Mayor DeBlasio  wants to take 

the city’s commercial waste haul-
ing system  back to the days when 
the mob ruled, by once again cre-
ating small territories and only al-
lowing a single company to oper-
ate in each one — a move it hopes 
will curb the trucks and fumes 
choking the streets of industrial 
neighborhoods like Greenpoint 
and Williamsburg, but which crit-
ics say is throwing small, local 
businesses on the trash heap, as 
they will never be able to compete 
with Big Garbage for the gigs. 

“If the city goes through with 
commercial franchising, this busi-
ness is out of business,” says Cob-
ble Hill resident and third gen-
eration Brooklyn trash hauler 
Stephen Leone, who employs 24 
people and operates five trucks at 
his Clinton Hill company Indus-
trial Carting. “I fear that we will 
not be qualified to bid, based on 
size and scope.”

Right now, any hauler can work 
in any neighborhood, so multi-
ple trucks are rolling down the 
same streets to collect refuse from 
neighboring businesses. 

By carving out fiefdoms of 
filth around the five boroughs 
— this time with the city call-
ing the shots, rather than “legit-
imate businessmen” — the city 
claims it can cut truck fumes in 
half, dropping carbon monoxide 
emissions alone from 88 tons to be-

MAYOR: ORGANIZE GRIME
Bill’s old-school trash plan boon for residents, bummer for local biz

tween 18 and 36 tons, and reduce 
traffic in every neighborhood, es-
pecially in blue-collar areas where 
most private waste transfer sta-
tions are clustered.

Residents and pols in Brook-
lyn’s northern nabes  have long 

complained  that they are sad-
dled with  far too many  of the 
detritus depots, and say they’re 
thrilled the city is finally clean-
ing up its act. 

“It’s great news,” said Luis Ve-
lasquez, who has lived near Porter 

Avenue and Grattan Street since 
he was 5 years old and is a member 
of activist group Clean up North 
Brooklyn. “For less traffic, less 
pollution — not only for our com-
munity, but for the entire city.”

There are several transfer sta-

tions near Velasquez’s home and 
he says it’s common to see dozens 
of trash trucks idling in the nearby 
streets for 20 minutes waiting to 
unload, and that many drivers pay 
no attention to stop signs, cyclists, 
and kids walking around. 

He and other proponents ar-
gue the city will also be able to 
crack down on safety and work-
ing conditions better if it is vet-
ting the vendors itself.

But Leone thinks the city is 
putting the trash cart before the 
horse. The current regulations 
governing the industry are al-
most entirely focused on keep-
ing the mafia out, and if the city 
suddenly wants to reduce truck 
traffic, it should start by modi-
fying its rules instead of junking 
the entire system, he says.

“The industry is being judged 
on a criteria that no one ever told 
us was important!” he said. “The 
outcomes you see in the market-
place are a direct product of the 
rules — adjust the rules and you’ll 
see different outcomes.”

The city says it will ensure 
smaller operations like Leone’s 
have a place in the new order by 
creating zones just for them. But 
he argues that will still leave all 
the mom and pop vendors fight-
ing for literal scraps, and some 
will inevitably lose out. 

A Department of Sanitation rep 
claimed the agency can’t spec-
ulate on whether jobs will dis-
appear because it hasn’t figured 
out exactly how its new scheme 

will work, but nevertheless said 
 a study it funded  found the free-
market system can never be as 
eco-friendly as its big-govern-
ment solution.

“Even factoring in the many 
customer service preferences that 
make routes less efficient … the 
reduction in truck miles travelled 
and overlap are reduced in a zone 

system far beyond what could be 
done in the current system,” said 
spokeswoman Belinda Mager.  

The city will now spend two 
years working out the particulars 
and convincing Council members 
to vote for it, though it doesn’t 
plan on implementing the changes 
for another six years, according 
to Mager.

Williamsburg clean-air activist Luis Velasquez is excited about the changes, which he says 
will reduce truck fumes and traffic in his neighborhood.

Stephen Leone of Industrial Carting in Clinton Hill says the 
city’s planned commercial waste overhaul will kill small local 
businesses like his.
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Brooklyn Paper 
is giving away tickets to

cng.secondstreetapp.com/Taste

We’re right beside you helping you get the most out of life. It’s why we’re working hard to help you 
plan for your future. Come to one of our free AARP MoneySmarts � nancial health workshops. You’ll 
get unbiased information to help you achieve your � nancial goals. Or if you’re wondering what’s next 
for you, join us for a free Life Reimagined seminar where we’ll give you tools and advice to help you 
navigate life transitions and achieve your dreams.

Hey, if you don’t think “this is right for me” when you think AARP, then you don’t know “aarp.”

Get to know us by calling 866-227-7442 or visit aarp.org/nyc

DISCOVER REAL 
POSSIBILITIES 
ACROSS 
THE FIVE 
BOROUGHS.

/aarpny

@aarpny

Real Possibilities is a trademark of AARP.

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

It has laid down its ar-
mory! 

The embattled developer 
tapped to turn Crown Heights’ 
Bedford-Union Armory into 
housing has backed out of 
the project, apparently bow-
ing to pressure from the city 
following revelations about its 
involvement in a scandal sur-
rounding the sale of a Manhat-
tan nursing home it plans to 
convert into luxury condos. 

Slate Property Group sold 
its firm shares in the proj-
ect to minority partner BFC 
Partners last week, a honcho 
announced in a letter to the 
city dated Aug. 19.

City investigators  recently 
found  that the developer col-
luded with the former owner 
of the Rivington House to hide 
the sale so the city would lift a 
deed restriction that banned it 
from turning what was a hos-
pice for people with AIDS into 
housing, under the pretense 
that the then-owner was con-
verting it to a for-profit nurs-

ing home.
The mayor’s office claimed 

it had no knowledge of Slate’s 
involvement in the shady deal 
when it tapped the firm to re-
develop the humongous for-
mer weapons depot —  though 
investigators also found  at 
least some of his staffers 
knew luxury housing was on 
the cards — and a City Hall 
source claims it then strong-
armed the developer to leave 
the armory project.

BFC Partners will now 
plow forward on its own.

The move comes ahead of 
what is likely to be a lengthy 
and bitter public review of the 
redevelopment plans,  which 
call for the historic weapons 
depot to be transformed  into 
a mix of condos, market-rate 
and below-market-rate rentals, 
offices, and a rec center.

The plan came after two 
years of negotiations with 
area elected officials, Com-
munity Board 9 members, 
and civic leaders — many of 
whom ended up supporting the 
project —  but a growing chorus 

Disarmed!
Embattled developer backs
out of C’Heights armory

of local activists are now rail-
ing against the scheme , which 
they believe will only further 
gentrify the rapidly changing 
neighborhood. 

They’d prefer to see the 
entire armory turned into a 
community facility, or at least 
housing that exclusively ca-
ters to longtime locals.

Half of the complex’s 330 
units are slated for so-called 
“affordable” housing, but only 
66 of them will be available to 
people making less than the 
citywide median income — 
$90,600 annually for a fam-
ily of four and $63,500 for an 
individual. The rest are ear-
marked for households earn-
ing around $100,000 a year.

The median household in-
come in Crown Heights is be-
tween $35,000 and $40,000 a 
year, according to census data, 
though that includes house-
holds of all sizes.

The public review will al-
low the community board to 
offer a recommendation on 
the proposal, and Council will 
need to approve the plan before 
it can go ahead. Community 
Board 9 is holding a meeting 
next month where residents 
can share their two cents.

Bedford-Union Armory 
meeting in MS 61’s audito-
rium (400 Empire Blvd. at 
New York Avenue in Crown 
Heights), Sept. 14 at 6:30 
pm.

The city has pushed marred builder Slate out of a 
controversial redevelopment of the Bedford-Union 
Armory in Crown Heights.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Call it the Mmmm-TA!
Two Brooklyn Heights 

cousins opened a breakfast-
taco stand inside Clark Street 
station last Tuesday, where 
they hope to tap into its steady 
stream of 2 and 3 train strap-
hangers by stopping them dead 
in their tracks with delicious 
smells each morning.

“You have a lot of foot 
traffic from people going to 
work, there’s the college kids 
who live upstairs, and a lot of 
tourists use this stop to get 
to the Brooklyn Bridge,” said 
Tom Byrnes, who co-owns 
the Jalapa Jar stand with his 
cousin Steve Smith. “If we can 
get people to smell the bacon, 

Get on the fl avor train
Taco stand opens inside Clark St. station

then they’ll make their way 
down here.”

The pair first started hawk-

ing their Austin-style deli-
cacies at foodie flea market 
Smorgasburg a year ago, and 

the dish proved so popular they 
decided to take things full-
time with a window at the sub-
way stop, Byrnes said.

The tacos — usually filled 
with egg, cheese, and an array 
of meat and veggie offerings 
such as chorizo, avocado, and 
black beans — cost $4 for one 
or $7 for two, and offer a fresh 
but filling alternative to the 
staid morning staples of bagels 
and parfaits, he said.

“A big breakfast sandwich 
can be heavy,” said Byrnes. 
“You can come by and get an 
avocado and bean taco and 
it’s more filling than yogurt 
or cereal, and it’s light at the 
same time.”

Early eaters cheered the ar-
rival as both a new breakfast 
option, and the only taco joint 
in the neighborhood.

“There aren’t any tacos in 
the area so I’ll be back,” said 
Brooklyn Heights man Devon 
Costello. “It’s nice to have an 
easy, local place.” 

Steve Smith and Tom Byrnes opened their break-
fast taco stand Jalapa Jar in Clark Street station last 
Tuesday.
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EXCEPT IONAL

The Stroke Center at New York Methodist 
Hospital is one of the few facilities with   

the latest technology to treat and reverse strokes. 
Our highly trained neurosurgeons are capable 
of reversing stroke effects up to twelve hours 
from the onset of symptoms, often leading to 
prevention of permanent damage. The center 
also provides a full range of stroke recovery 
treatments and rehabilitation programs.

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

The city must install a bike 
lane on Classon Avenue af-
ter a driver fatally hit a cy-
clist there earlier this year, 
says the sister of the late biker 
and thousands of others who 
signed  a petition she launched 
last week .   

 A motorist ran over and 
killed Crown Heights resident 
Lauren Davis  as she was ped-
dling to work on the street near 
Lexington Avenue in Clin-
ton Hill on April 15, and her 
sister says a path will ensure 
other riders don’t suffer the 
same tragic fate. 

“My hope is that by install-
ing a bike lane, other cyclists 
won’t have to endure the same 
death as my sister,” said Dan-
ielle Davis. 

Danielle Davis launched 
the petition with pro-bike 
group Transportation Al-
ternatives last Wednesday 
and it has already amassed 
more than 5,000 signatures 
as of publishing. 

The city has installed 

Sister of cyclist killed on Classon demands bike lane

signs on the Williamsburg-
bound street distinguishing 
it as a “bike route,” but it 
doesn’t have any lanes and 
cyclists still have to ride in 

regular traffic. 
Riding in a separate lane  

— especially one painted 
green — would have made 
Lauren Davis more visible to 

By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

Brooklyn’s Finest rescued 
a suicidal woman from the 
ledge of a 25-story apartment 
building in Williamsburg on 
Aug. 25, grabbing her off the 
precipice after trying to talk 
her down for 45 minutes.

Officers from the 90th 
Precinct found the 20-some-
thing lady on the very edge 
of the tower’s roof on Divi-
sion Avenue near Berry Street 
at around 2 pm, and kept her 
talking until Emergency Ser-
vice Unit 8 arrived and took 
over the conversation, accord-
ing to police.

Members of the special 
squad secured the lady with a 
safety harness and officers Mi-
chael Gannon and Jared Popp 
tried to talk her into coming 
down for another 45 minutes. 
But when it became clear she 
was not going to leave the ledge 

Police save suicidal woman

Officers spent 45 minutes trying to talk the woman off the 25-story ledge.
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Safer streets as a legacy

A driver fatally struck 34-year-old Lauren Davis as she 
was riding her bike on Classon Avenue in April, and 
now her family is demanding that the city put in a 
dedicated lane to prevent future tragedies.
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motorists and kept her out of 
harm’s way, said her sister.

“Things for her would have 
been different, it would have 
increased visibility for my sis-
ter,” she said. 

Along with Lauren Da-
vis’s death, six other cyclists 
have been injured this year in 
crashes along Classon Ave-
nue — which stretches from 
Flushing Avenue to Eastern 
Parkway —  according to 
city data . 

Department of Transpor-
tation officials have no im-
mediate plans to install a 
bike lane on the street, but 
are open to suggestions from 
the community, a rep for the 
agency said. 

The closest Williamsburg-
bound street with a bike lane 
is Bedford Avenue five blocks 
away.

voluntarily, the duo distracted 
her then pulled her to safety, 
cops said.

Fire Department emer-
gency responders wheeled 
the woman to an ambulance 
with a sheet over her head as 
onlookers cheered the rescue 

crews, then transported her to a 
nearby hospital for evaluation, 
police and witnesses said.

If someone you know 
exhibits signs of suicide, do 
not leave the person alone; 
remove any firearms, alco-
hol, drugs, or sharp objects 

that could be used in a sui-
cide attempt; call the U.S. 
National Suicide Prevention 
Lifeline at (800) 273–8255; 
and take the person to an 
emergency room or seek 
help from a medical or men-
tal health professional.

Labor Day Sale ENDS  
Monday, September 12th

an additional $25 off  
EVERY WINDOW1

Offer available with our Instant Product Rewards. Minimum purchase of 3 or more windows and/or patio doors at time 
of initial visit. Financing provided by third parties and is subject to credit requirements. Interest accrues during the 

promotional period but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid in full within 12 months.

1Cannot be combined with prior purchases, other offers, or coupons. Offer not available in all areas, 20% discount applied by retailer representative at time of contract execution and applies to minimum purchase of 3 or more windows and/
or patio doors as part of Instant Rewards Plan which requires purchase during initial visit to qualify. No payments and deferred interest for 12 months available, subject to qualifying credit approval. Not all customers may qualify. Higher rates 
apply for customer with lower credit ratings. Interest accrues but is waived if the purchase amount is paid in full within 12 months. Financing not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Renewal by Andersen retailers are independently 
owned and operated retailers, and are neither brokers nor lenders. All financing is provided by third-party lenders unaffiliated with Renewal by Andersen retailers, under terms and conditions arranged directly between the customer and 
such lender, which are subject to credit requirements. Renewal by Andersen retailers do not assist with, counsel or negotiate financing, other than providing customers an introduction to lenders interested in financing. NJ Consumer 
Affairs License #: 13HV01541700. NYC Consumer Affairs License#: 1244514. Nassau Consumer Affairs License #: H0810150000. Suffolk Consumer Affairs License #:43991-H. NYC 1307704. Rockland County 
License#:H-11942-07-00-00. Renewal by Andersen of Central/Northern NJ and Long Island are independently owned and operated affiliates operating in the NJ/NY metropolitan area. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where 
denoted are marks of Andersen Corporation. ©2016 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2016 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved.

Labor Day Window 
and Patio Door Sale

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � � � �

•  We are the full-service replacement 
window division of Andersen, a 
family-owned American company that 
builds affordable windows for those with 
a deep sense of pride in their home

•  Our window helps make homes more 
comfortable because our window 
material is two times stronger than vinyl  

•   To lock in this Labor Day Sale, call on 
or before Monday, September 12, and 
schedule your free Window Diagnosis

FOR 1 
YEAR1

PAYMENTSMONEY DOWN

$0
INTEREST

0 0%

SAVE 20%
on windows and patio doors!1

Installation is included

Hurry – limited 
time offer!

PLUS 

WITH

1-800-400-0807
Call to schedule your appointment.  
Limited appointments are available.

Brooklyn’s
boulevard
battle lines

MEAN
Streets
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•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Trios of baddies wreaked 
havoc on the streets of the 
84th Precinct last week. 

• Three louts stole a wom-
an’s purse and iPhone as she 
was walking home on Water 
Street on Aug. 22.

The victim told police she 
was between Pearl and Jay 
streets at 4:45 am when the 
three knaves surrounded her 
and demanded that she hand 

over her phone and bag, which 
contained her keys, prescrip-
tion, and wallet. 

• A brutish three-person 
crew then bashed a guy and 
stole his backpack on Con-
cord Street at 5:50 am. 

One of the curs approached 
the man from behind as he was 
leaving his apartment building 
between Bridge and Duffield 
streets and hissed, “Give me 
your wallet,” police said. 

A second snake then 
grabbed the guy’s backpack 
and punched him in the face, 
according to a report. 

Triple threat: Trios strike in three separate robberies
• Six days later, three goons 

slashed a guy and stole his 
wallet on St. Mark’s Place 
on Aug. 28.

The three muggers walked 
up to the guy near Third Ave-
nue at 2:35 pm and one pulled 
out a box-cutter as he said, 
“Give me your f------ money.” 
The victim then reached into 
his pocket to retrieve his wal-
let and one of the punks cut 
him on the right hand, po-
lice said.

Cab grab
A rogue cabbie drove off 

with a woman’s handbag with 
more than $1,000 inside af-
ter he told her he’d keep the 
purse as collateral while she 
went to go get change on Ha-
nover Place on Aug. 27.

The woman told police she 
left her Philipe Lim bag in 
the cab while she went to get 
change to pay the cab driver, 
who told her she needed to 
leave the purse behind as col-
lateral. But as she was col-
lecting her small bills, the 
jerk drove off with her bag, 
according to a report.

Sprayed
Cops cuffed a guy who they 

say maced a store clerk when 
he tried to stop him from steal-
ing household goods from a 
shop on Flatbush Avenue on 
Aug. 22.

A report said that the ac-
cused was trying to leave the 
store by Livingston Street at 

9:20 am with assorted oint-
ments, laundry pods, and 
shampoos. The storekeeper 
tried to stop him, but the sus-
pect snarled, “You ain’t no 
cop” and sprayed the mace 
in his face, according to a 
report.

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Terror trio
Groups of three goons 

roaming the streets of Fort 
Greene in the early hours of 
Aug. 22 robbed two men in 
separate incidents. Here’s 
the rundown:

• A trio of baddies robbed 
and bashed a guy on Wil-
loughby Avenue at 1:15 
am. 

The victim told authorities 
he was near Emerson Place 
when the scoundrels sur-
rounded him, told him they 
had a gun, and forced him 
to hand over his phone and 
backpack — which contained 
his clothes, phone charger, 
cologne, and flip flops. 

The dirtbags then grabbed 
the victim, punched him, and 

threw him before fleeing, ac-
cording to a report. 

• Later, three crooks 
pushed another man to the 
ground on Lafayette Ave-
nue.

The man was near Grand 
Avenue at 1:40 am when the 
trio knocked him down and 
took his iPhone and wallet, 
which contained his credit 
cards and identification, au-
thorities said. 

Hard crime
Cops cuffed a man who 

they say beat a man with a 
stick on Putnam Avenue on 
Aug. 23 so hard that the rod 
splintered.

A report said the victim and 
the suspect got into a verbal 
dispute near Irving Place at 
8:30 pm that eventually turned 
physical. The accused found 
a wooden stick and swung it 
at his victim, hitting him on 
the back of the head so hard 
that the weapon broke into two 
pieces, police stated.

Slashed
Police arrested a man for 

slashing a guy with a knife on 
Fulton Street on Aug. 26.

Authorities said that the 

victim was standing on the 
street near St. James Place 
at 5:15 pm when the accused 
came by and started cursing 
at him and a friend. The man 
who reported the crime said 
that he told the suspect to 
keep walking, causing him 
to become very aggressive. 
The suspect then pulled out 
a knife and slashed his vic-
tim on the left hand, accord-
ing to a report. 

Road rage
Authorities slapped cuffs 

on  a guy who allegedly bashed 
a man and tried to steal his car 
because of a blocked road on 
Adelphi Street on Aug. 27.

The victim told police he 
was having a verbal dispute 
with the suspect near Lafay-
ette Avenue at 10:06 pm when 
the man became irate and 
punched him in the face sev-
eral times. 

As the victim was trying 
to call 911, the suspect got 
into his opponent’s vehicle 
and tried to drive away be-
fore the victim jumped in and 
removed the keys, said au-
thorities. — Lauren Gill

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Bed ’n’ burglary
Cops are on the hunt for a 

thief suspected of grabbing 
a few mementos following 
his stay at a Garfield Place 

apartment he rented through 
Airbnb on Aug. 20.

The victim told cops that 
he rented his pad between 
Eighth Avenue and Prospect 
Park West to the suspect at 4 
pm, and the landlord stopped 
by the day after to find the 
place in shambles, accord-
ing to police.

The suspect nabbed the 
man’s Wii gaming console, 
in addition to what police de-
scribed as a “ceramic hands” 
sculpture.

And he didn’t even return 
the keys, cops said.

Brutal ride
A knuckle-head sucker-

punched a hapless F-train 
straphanger as he disem-
barked at Ninth Street on 
Aug. 20.

The victim told police he 
was on the Coney-bound train 
when, as the doors opened at 
the Fourth Avenue station at 
9:20 pm, the belligerent boxer 
let him have it, whacking him 
good on the jaw. 

The force of the blow 
pitched the victim back into 
“something metal” on the 
train, leaving a nasty bump, 
cops said.

Following his ordeal, the 
victim headed to New York 
Methodist Hospital and later 
told police he had no clue who 
smacked him.

Motored away
Some crook raced away 

with man’s motorcycle after 
he parked it on Sixth Street 
on Aug. 16.

The victim left his Honda 
CBR 1000 secured with a 
wheel lock near Eighth Ave-
nue at 6:50 am, but that wasn’t 
enough to keep a delinquent 
from racing off on his ride, 
police said. 

The biker reported the theft 
about an hour after he noticed 
his set of wheels missing, but 
officers came up empty fol-
lowing a search around the 
neighborhood, cops said.

Bike bandit
A thief nabbed a bicycle left 

locked to an Eighth Avenue 
parking-sign pole sometime 
between Aug. 13 and 14.

The victim told police he 
chained his white Cannon 
Dale up outside his apart-
ment between First and Sec-
ond streets at 11 pm, and that, 
by 1:30 pm the following day, 
the two-wheeler was gone. 

Senior steal
Three lowlifes ripped off 

an 80-year-old man loung-
ing on Flatbush Avenue on 
Aug. 14, taking his phone 
and $160.

The old man told police he 
was resting his weary bones 
on a bench between Hanson 
Place and Atlantic Avenue at 
5:15 pm when a group of cold-
hearted jackals grabbed his 
bag and started fishing out 
anything of value. 

After taking what they 
wanted, the snakes fled down 
Flatbush Avenue, cops said.

— Colin Mixson

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Car shopping
Three baddies took ad-

vantage car owners forget-
ting to close their vehicles’ 
doors in separate incidents 
on Aug. 28 and 29.

• First, a crook rummaged 
through the trunk of a vehi-
cle parked near Court and 
Pacific streets at 3:20 pm 
on Aug. 28. 

The bandit took off with a 
MacBook Pro and adapter, a 
pair of Rag and Bone jeans, a 
white T-shirt, a pair of sneak-
ers, Zara perfume, a North 
Face backpack, a pair of 
glasses, sweatpants, a book, 
and laundry from the 2015 
Nissan Versa’s trunk, accord-
ing to authorities. 

• Later that day at 11:30 
pm,  a pirate plundered a 
bunch of items from a guy’s 
car parked on Strong Place, 
police said. 

The guy told police he was 
unloading stuff from his blue 
German luxury car between 
Degraw and Kane Streets and 
left the hatchback open. A 
good-for-nothing came by 
and took a Patagonia back-
pack, passport, Bank of New 
York checkbooks, an iPad air 
and its cover, and two work 
identification cards, accord-
ing to authorities. 

• A jerk stole a guy’s work 
identification card from his 
car parked on Henry Street 
on Aug. 29, police said.

The guy told police he left 
his 2011 Jeep Grand Cher-

okee’s door open between 
Warren and Baltic streets 
from 6:30 am until 7 am. 
His car was not damaged, 
according to authorities. 

Shots fired
Police are searching for a 

pair of lowlifes who they say 
shot two teens on Court Street 
on Aug. 28, police said. 

The villains were near 
Third Place at 5:14 am when 
they first fired a round at an 
18-year-old, hitting his right 
foot, and then at a 19-year-old 
guy, hitting his left leg, police 
said. Emergency responders 
transported both guys to Lu-
theran Medical Center. 

Bad patron 
A 22-year-old swiped a wad 

of cash from a restaurant on 
Columbia Street on Aug. 27, 
police said. 

The nogoodnik entered the 
restaurant between Degraw 
and Sackett streets at 1:29 
pm and took $1,089, accord-
ing to authorities. The punk 
is known to the restaurant, 
police said. 

Five minutes
A knave stole a guy’s 

bike from outside a Colum-
bia Street store on Aug. 25, 
police said. 

The guy told police he left 
his Papillionaire dark green 
bike outside the business be-
tween Degraw and Sackett 
streets at 7:10 pm while he 
went inside, and when he went 
back out five minutes later, 
it was gone. 

— Julianne Cuba

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

BMX bandits
Two punks on bikes bru-

tally beat and mugged a man 
in Leif Ericson Park on Aug. 
26, said police. 

The victim told police 
the two robbers approached 
him in the green space at 
Forth Hamilton Parkway 
and 66th Street at 4:15 am. 
One grabbed the man and 
punched him multiple times 
in the head and body and stole 
$100 from his pocket while 
the other stood lookout, said 
police. 

The victim said he tried 
to run away but was chased 
down by the two brutes and 
attacked again as one man 
yelled: “Give me your money, 
give me your cellphone.” The 
crooks f led on their bikes 
and the victim was taken to 
Maimonides Medical Cen-
ter, police reported.

Two-on-one
A dastardly duo attacked 

a man with a metal pipe on 
Fifth Avenue on Aug. 27, cops 
reported. 

The man was near 86th 
Street at 12:30 am when the 
brawlers struck him in the 
face, creating a gash in the 
right side of his mug, accord-
ing to police. The suspects 
fled on foot, cops said.

Overpowered
A creep grabbed a 13-year-

old girl and stole her phone 
on the corner of Ridge Boule-
vard and 67th Street on Aug. 
28, police stated. 

The victim told police 
she was pushed down to the 
ground from behind as she 
tried to fight the man off from 
taking her cellphone at 7:20 
pm. The man eventually over-
powered the teenager and fled 
with her phone, said cops.

Big score
A thief swiped a wom-

an’s valuables — including 
her three daughters’ Social 
Security cards — from her 
minivan on Bay Ridge Av-
enue on Aug. 22, said au-
thorities. 

The victim told police that 
she double-parked her mini-
van near 10th Avenue at 2:30 
pm and stepped inside her 
house to drop off some items. 
When she returned she spot-
ted a man riding a bike racing 
off with her cellphone, pass-
port, driver’s license, credit 
card, Medicaid card, and the 
Social Security cards for her 
kids, said cops.

Backpack bandit
Crooks broke into a wom-

an’s Third Avenue apartment 
on Aug. 27 and made off with 
$750, police reported. 

The victim told cops that 
she left her home near 82nd 
Street at 2 pm and when she 
returned home from work at 
4 am the next day she noticed 
her window was open. The 
bandits made off with the cash 
and a bookbag, cops said.

— Caroline Spivack
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fused to answer several inqui-
ries about the street, asking 
multiple times if the Depart-
ment of Sanitation had said 
anything and referring ques-
tions to the state Department 
of Environmental Protection 
— though it also wouldn’t 
say how that agency was in-
volved. 

Sanitation responded with 
a one-sentence answer claim-
ing it can’t clean the street up 

because it can’t access it.
And the Parks Department 

said the strip is not under its 
jurisdiction, and is also not 
part of  its cleanup of the 
neighboring ball fields, which 
are riddled with lead .

Councilman Carlos 
Menchaca (D–Red Hook) 
promised results in a vague 
statement — saying he met 
with transportation Bor-
ough Commissioner Keith 
Bray about the street ear-

lier this week following 
inquiries from this paper, 
and that “all agencies con-
cerned” are getting their act 
together, although his office 
didn’t respond to questions 
about how or which agen-
cies they are. 

Rep. Nydia Valazquez 
(D–Red Hook) is also look-
ing into the stretch, according 
to a spokesman, and wants 
to secure some newly avail-
able federal flood resiliency 
funds to turn it into part of the 
Brooklyn Waterfront Green-
way —  a network of bike and 

walking paths  running from 
Bay Ridge to Greenpoint that 
the city is slowly rolling out. 
The  planned Greenway route  
turns up Clinton Street where 
the road closes.

But Quadrozzi would pre-
fer to see it opened to vehi-
cles, which he claims will im-
prove traffic flow and give 
truck drivers another route 
through the industrial neigh-
borhood — not to mention to 
and from his facility. 

“I want it to be func-
tional for the community,” 
he said. 

Continued from page 1

HALLECK...

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Talk about coming out of 
the blue!

A new cobalt-colored Citi 
Bike station in the Boerum 
Hill historic district is grind-
ing residents’ gears because 
the city stuck it there without 
asking their opinions on the 
location or even giving them 
a heads up, instead allowing 
a local official to choose the 
site on their behalf.

“I think Citi Bike is a good 
idea, but this is a very ob-
trusive thing to show up on 
a landmarked side of a short 
block, especially since we had 
no idea we were getting it,” 
said C. Claiborne Ray, who 
has lived on Bond Street for 
20 years. 

Had Department of Trans-
portation honchos asked lo-
cals’ opinion before install-
ing the 27-bicycle rack on the 
street between Wyckoff and 
Bergen streets on Aug. 18, 
they say they’d have told them 
it’s a bad location because the 
dock eats up several park-
ing spaces on a short block, 
and that the solar-powered 
hub’s modern aesthetic de-
tracts from the area’s antique 
charm — although the Land-
marks Preservation Commis-
sion does allow Citi Bike sta-
tions in historic districts. 

Nearby Wycoff Street — 
a less-trafficked long block 
outside the landmarked area 
— would be a better choice, 

said Claiborne Ray.
Instead, transportation of-

ficials only consulted Com-
munity Board 2’s district man-
ager — a paid staffer who runs 
meetings, deals with commu-
nity complaints, and processes 
street permits for the volunteer 
advisory panels — asking him 
in April if he thought it made 
more sense to place the sta-
tion on Pacific Street or Bond 
Street. He says he suggested 
the site he thought the com-
munity would prefer. 

“I had been asked which I 
thought was the better location 
for the docking station,” said 
district manager Rob Perris. “I 
provided my opinion, which I 
thought was the preferable of 
the two. It was not reviewed 
by the board at all.” 

Perris said he didn’t bother 
consulting board members or 
letting residents know about 
the incoming bike-rental rack 
because, in his experience, the 
city doesn’t actually take resi-
dents’ complaints on board.

Proving his thesis, trans-
portation Borough Commis-
sioner Keith Bray and agency 
officials last week met with 
Perris, the leader of a local 
civic group, and a rep from 
Councilman Steve Levin’s 
(D–Boerum Hill) office, 
where they agreed to pres-
ent three more planned sta-
tions coming to the nabe at 
a community board meeting 
on Sept. 20 — then said they 
might just go ahead and in-

Hub snub! 
City installs Citi Bikes in 
B’Hill without asking locals

stall new docks before the 
gathering, according to one 
attendee. 

“They said, ‘Don’t be sur-
prised if you see more sta-
tions,’ ” said Boerum Hill 
Association president How-
ard Kolins. 

Indeed, workers subse-
quently installed one on Hoyt 
and Dean streets on Aug. 30. 
The other new bike docks are 
slated for Smith and Bergen 
streets and Pacific and Nev-
ins streets, according  to Citi 
Bike’s map . 

The city also recently be-
gan rolling out new Citi Bike 
docks in neighboring Com-
munity Board 6 — which cov-

ers Park Slope, Red Hook, 
Cobble Hill, Carroll Gar-
dens, and Gowanus — but 
presented those sites to the 
advisory board  in October 
last year . 

Boerum Hill residents 
aren’t against the bulky blue 
bikes, Kolins said, they just 
want the same chance to give 
their two cents.

“I do think what upset a 
lot of Boerum Hillers was 
there was a lack of process,” 
he said.

The transportation depart-
ment refused to outline its 
policies for consulting com-
munities about Citi Bike lo-
cations.

Longtime Boerum Hill resident C. Claiborne Ray 
gives the city a thumbs down for installing a new 
Citi Bike rack on Bond Street without consulting the 
community first.
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Join Doctors Without Borders at our 
new interactive exhibition about the 
global refugee crisis. 

FORCED 
FROM 
HOME

© Francesco Zizola

New York Hall of Science,  
Queens, Sept 16-20
Battery Park City Esplanade,  
Manhattan, Sept 23-27

Register for a tour

forcedfromhome.org

T
he  trailer for Halle Ber-
ry’s new movie shows  
beautiful Berry and her 

boy playing “Marco Polo” at 
a busy playground on a sun-
dappled day. “Marco!” says 
Berry. “Polo!” chirps the 
boy, who looks to be about 
5. “Marco!” calls Berry. 
“Polo!” comes the reassur-
ing reply. “Marco!”

I think you can guess 
what comes (or rather, 
doesn’t come) next. The 
movie’s title is “Kidnap.”

The plot is based on our 
culture’s favorite parenting 
tale: The Mom Who Looked 

Away and Lost Her Kid. We 
have absorbed it so deeply 
that we shame any mom who 
isn’t watching her kids 24-7. 
Maybe you’ve seen the vi-
ral Facebook video where a 
guy screams at a mom who is 
buying a phone at the phone 
store and can see her kid in 
the car the whole five min-
utes she is running her er-
rand? Or maybe you heard 
about the mom arrested last 
week for letting her kids, 8 
and 9, wait in the condo un-
der an hour while she went 
to pick up dinner? 

A new study out of the 

University of Califor-
nia, Irvine, may have fig-
ured out why we are react-
ing as if those short waits 
were crazy dangerous. Re-
searchers Ashley J. Thomas, 
P. Kyle Stanford and Bar-
bara W. Sarnecka discovered 

When is it OK to leave a kid alone?

that when it comes to child 
safety, our risk assessment is 
determined not by a rational 
analysis of the facts, but by 
our judgment of the parent — 
particularly the mom.

And in a society that has 
become convinced, mostly 
from a surfeit of “Law & Or-
der,” that children must be 
under constant adult supervi-
sion, we think any mom who 
doesn’t do that has put her 
kids in danger. What kind of 
mom endangers her kids?

An immoral one. So it is a 
feedback loop: Unsupervised 
kids have immoral moms, im-
moral moms endanger their 
kids. But here is what the 
researchers found out: The 
more immoral we think the 
mom is, the more danger we 
see in her actions.

The study worked this 
way. Participants were given 
a series of vignettes in which 
kids were left unsupervised. 
In each of these vignettes, 
the kids’ age, location and 
amount of time they were left 
alone was the same. The only 
thing that differed was the 
reason the mom left. In one 
scenario, for instance, the 
mom was dropping a book 
off at the library when she 
was hit by a car, knocked 
unconscious and no one re-
alized the child was still in 
the car until 30 minutes later. 
In other scenarios, the mom 
left the child for 30 minutes 
to do some work, volunteer, 
or simply relax. And in an-
other, she left for 30 minutes 
to meet with her lover.

How much danger was 
the child in, on a scale of 
1 to 10?

“When the mother un-
intentionally left the child 
alone, people rated those sce-
narios safer than when she 

intentionally left the child 
alone,” Thomas told me in 
a phone interview. So when 
the child was unsupervised 
due to circumstances beyond 
the mom’s control, the kid 
was judged safer than when 
the mom deliberately went to 
work, volunteer, relax or — 
the highest danger perception 
of all — have an affair.

In other words: If we think 
the mom is bad, we think her 
kids are in more danger than 
if she is good, like the mom 
who was hit by a car but oth-
erwise did not intend to leave 
her child’s side. 

And here is where it gets 
really nasty: When the re-
searchers substituted dads for 
moms in their scenarios, the 
dads’ work-related absences 
were treated the same as their 
unintentional absences. Their 
kids were perceived at the 
lowest level of danger. But 
when women left their kids to 
do some work, the perceived 
danger increased.

We seem to unconsciously 
consider moms as selfishly, 
immorally choosing to en-
danger their kids by going 
to work. 

The researchers caution 
that their dad-scenario sam-
ple was small. But they also 
point out that the only model 
of childrearing that the public 
seems to deem decent is an 
old-fashioned one that only 
the wealthiest families can 
afford today: A stay-at-home 
mom or someone hired to fill 
that role, constantly super-
vising the kids. 

Now the researchers’ hope 
and mine is that once we start 
to recognize the difference 
between real danger and our 
unconscious condemnation 
of moms who don’t live up to 
some 1950s’ mom ideal, we 
will stop arresting the ones 
who give their kids some un-
supervised time, either out 
of necessity or Free-Range 
choice.

Lenore Skenazy is author 
and founder of the book 
and blog Free-Range Kids, 
and a contributor at Rea-
son.com.

By Lenore Skenazy
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Band together
Brooklynites from across the borough made it out to Green-Wood Cemetery 
on Aug. 28 to celebrate the 240th anniversary of the Battle of Brooklyn.
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By Adam Ullian
for Brooklyn Paper

I
t’s setting a high bar for comedy!

The “School’s Out” comedy show at 
the High Dive bar in Park Slope started 

earlier this summer, hosted by Park Slope 
native Drew Dowdey and Jenn Welch. The 
hosts first met on an OK Cupid date — 
and though they didn’t find love, they did 
forge an artistic connection. The stand-
up show happens in the back room of 
the High Dive, known for its gener-
ous tap selection and free popcorn, 
on the second and fourth Thursday 
of every month. We chatted with the 
pair about the challenge of hosting 
a show and the art of reeling in an 
audience.

Why did you decide to cre-
ate a show?

Drew Dowdey: I’ve always 
wanted to have a show in my neigh-
borhood because I live out here 
and Jenn lives out here — and I 
used to work here [at High Dive]. 
I was looking for a venue and the 
owner asked me if I wanted to 
run a show here. I called her up 
and said “I’m starting a show at 
High Dive” and she cut me off 
and said “First of all, you know 
I’m running it with you.” She 
didn’t even allow me the oppor-
tunity to ask her.

How did you find your audience 
for the show?

DD: You kind of have to prostitute your-
self in a certain way. Whenever I’m bark-
ing to people out [on the sidewalk], I feel 
like I’m a prostitute, because I’m trying to 
sell myself. “Free comedy show, free pop-
corn, starts in 15 minutes.” Most people 
won’t even say anything and that kind of 
hurts, but it’s part of the process.

Jenn Welch: I find if I yell at men who 
are passing by they actually come into the 
show. They respond to that for some reason 
— having a tiny bespectacled woman yell 
at them to come watch comedy.

What do you say?
JW: What the f--- else are you going to 

be doing tonight?
DD: She gets way more 

aggressive than I do. I just smile and most 
people think I’m security.

JW: What we’re finding here is I do 
a lot of bullying. I bullied my way onto 
the show as a host and now I bully peo-
ple to watch it.

Has there been anyone you regret 

convincing to come to the show?
DD: There was this guy who was hold-

ing a pizza box and he was with his wife 
and Jenn was doing her usual bullying. It 
turns out that he used to do comedy or he 
was interested in doing it. He wanted to 
come see the show, but he didn’t want to 

come see it with her, so he said he didn’t 
like watching comedy with pizza. Basi-
cally he went home, ate the pizza, dropped 
his wife off, then came back and heck-
led us the whole show. After the show he 
started asking us for advice on how to get 
into comedy.

Lost in song

This loser will be playing to empty seats! 
A new one-man opera at the Brooklyn Academy 

of Music will debut on Sept. 7 to a nearly empty 
theater — by design. “The Loser,” about a musi-
cian who realizes he will never be as good a pianist 
as his friend Glenn Gould, will only feature audi-
ence seating on the mezzanine. The balcony and 
orchestra will remain entirely empty, and its solo 
singer will perform while perched high above the 
stage, on the same level as the audience.

The show’s composer and librettist, David 
Lang, imagined the unconventional presenta-
tion as a way to convey the character’s lone-
liness and thwarted ambition, said one of the 
show’s producers.

“David Lang explained to us that the story is 
about unfilled artistic dreams, the ethereal beauty 
of music, isolation, and that he has a highly un-
usual way to stage it,” said Amy Cassello. “What 
David imagined was the singer floating in the 
space and singing directly to the audience in 
the mezzanine level so they both see and feel 
his anger and frustration.”

To create Lang’s vision, the creative team built 
two platforms above the orchestra seats of the How-
ard Gilman Opera House, each reaching mezzanine 
level. The first platform will hold the opera’s lone 
singer, baritone Rod Gilfry, while the other will 
have Conrad Tao playing the grand piano. The op-
era also requires a chamber orchestra, which will 
play from a spot unseen by the audience.

“The music, like much contemporary music, 
is amplified,” explained Cassello. “Add to it the 
excitement of a singer literally singing to you, 
and the sound is going to be so immediately vis-
ceral — like in your living room!”

The show will be intimate — only 567 seats 
can be sold to each performance, instead of the 
2,100 usually available. But instead of worrying 
about tickets, the show’s producers said they are 
excited about the technical challenge and pos-
sibilities for the future. 

“We have never done anything like this be-
fore,” said Cassello. “It will open up possibili-
ties for artists to use our theaters in completely 
unexpected ways.”

“The Loser” at BAM’s Howard Gilman Op-
era House [30 Lafayette Ave. between Ashland 
Place and St. Felix Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636–4100, www.bam.org]. Sept. 7–10 at 7:30 pm, 
Sept. 11 at 3 pm. $35–$90. — Laura Meltzer

M U S I C

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick — “Known 
and Strange Things” by Teju Cole

Teju Cole’s writes about literature, photog-
raphy, politics, race, history, and travel in ways 
that make it seem trivial to confine ideas in such 
categories. These are es-
says in the classic sense 
— the tracks of a bril-
liant mind following its 
own paths, big enough to 
expand your neural syn-
apses but short enough 
that you can look up in 
between mind-blowing 
journeys. Cole’s experi-
ence as a Nigerian-Amer-
ican artist in Brooklyn, 
Brazil, and Europe is an 
open window on the interconnected contempo-
rary world, and his seemingly infinite artistic and 
cultural interests will illuminate past experience 
and spark new curiosity. I spent a seven-hour 
layover blissfully absorbed in this book — the 
perfect companion for any summer travel.

— Jessica Bagnulo, Greenlight Bookstore 
[686 Fulton St. between S. Elliott Place and S. 
Portland Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 246–
0200,  www.greenlightbookstore.com ].

Community Bookstore’s pick — “Zama” 
by Antonio Di Benedetto

Antonio Di Benedetto’s 1956 novel is one of the 
great works of Argentine literature, and, after six 
decades, has finally made its way into English. 

Set in an 18th-century 
Spanish empire backwa-
ter, the novel follows the 
decadent, lonely life of a 
bureaucrat as he wastes 
his days away between 
lust and boredom. Bene-
detto’s flat, dreamlike 
prose renders his pro-
tagonist’s slide into 
perdition all the more 
nightmarish, captured 
pitch-perfectly in Esther 
Allen’s beautiful trans-
lation. Authors Borges, 

Cortazar, and Bolaño all revered Zama, and 
with a little time, we will too.

— Hal Hlavinka, Community Bookstore [43 
Seventh Ave. between Carroll Street and Gar-
field Place in Park Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.
commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

Word’s pick — “The Glorious Heresies” 
by Lisa McInerney

An accidental murder 
has far-reaching conse-
quences for five charac-
ters in Lisa McInerney’s 
debut, prize-winning 
novel. With a touch of 
dark humor and a bru-
tal look at the effects of 
poverty, crime, and reli-
gion on family, this novel 
will leave you wondering 
if redemption is possible 
for anyone.

— Alison Gore, Word [126 Franklin St. at Mil-
ton Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096,  www.
wordbrooklyn.com ].

Reading picks
B O O KS

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

G
et ready for the mane event!

A group of hirsute heroes 
will display their most extrav-

agant facial hair at the Ninth Annual 
Coney Island Beard and Moustache 
Competition on Sept. 3, going head-
to-head for respect, fame, and the 
Beard and Moustache Fez trophy. 
The competition will be fierce, but 
one judge says he will know when 
he has found the golden locks. 

“Looking for that wow factor — 
it’s hard to put your finger on exactly 
what that is but when you see it you 
just say ‘Wow, that’s a great beard,’ ” 
said Al Kavadlo, who sports his own 
8-inch beard. “There’s length, style, 
thickness — but an intangible quality 
— the ‘X Factor’ if you will, when I 
see a beard that makes me go ‘Wow, 
that’s a bad-ass beard!’ ”

The competition’s six main catego-
ries include “The Brass Ring” for best 
in show, “Coney Island Curl” for best-
styled ’stache, “Hokum and Hood-
winked” for best fake facial hair, and 
the much-coveted “Carny Trash” for 
worst in show. Those who use mini-
mal wax will partake in the “Man or 

Beast” competition for best natural 
beard, or the “Moustachio Marvel” 
for best natural nose neighbor. 

Kavadlo’s own 8-incher is all-nat-
ural, and he appreciates the uninhib-
ited look — but he respects the more 
wild styles as well, he said. 

“I have a pretty long beard myself, 
not styled — no wax or anything, just 
natural and that’s the style I tend to 
gravitate toward. But some of those 
crazy waxy ones are cool too, for a 
novelty. I like the creative element 
that some of these guys bring to it 
— showmanship as well,” said Ka-
vadlo. “I’m going to try to do my best 
to be a fair and good judge.”

Kavadlo and his brother Danny 
— who will also be judging — will 
entertain the audience between 
rounds with their strongman rou-
tine, in which they use each other 

as weights and show off their man-
liness, he said.

One “Man or Beast” compet-
itor hopes his fourth time will be 
a charm.

“I feel great shame for never hav-
ing medaled, but it is what it is,” 
said Bay Ridgite Ronnie Parisell. “I 
hope I have what it takes this year 
but we will see.”

Parisella takes great pride in his 
long whiskers and all-natural style, 
though his grooming regimen re-
quires a bit of effort — and just a 
dab of wax, he said. 

“No crazy product, no crazy styl-
ing, just what God gave you — a lit-
tle bit of wax on the side so it doesn’t 
fly all over the place,” said Parisella. 
“I brush as soon as I wake up, to get 
the knots out. And usually just a little 
water, a little product, and I carry a 
beard pick, so over the course of the 
day I brush it, pick it. But don’t go too 
crazy with additional product.”

Parisella says he wants to win the 
hairy competition, but he won’t tear 
his hair out if he comes up short.

“I’m always hopeful, but let’s 
see what the competition brings,” 
he said. “It’s Brooklyn, it’s spread-
ing love. I love it.”

The show is poppin’: Drew Dowdey and Jenn Welch host the “School’s Out” comedy show at the High Dive bar in Park 
Slope, where the show is free and so is the popcorn.
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Whiskering campaign
Beardos get ready for facial hair contest

Try, try again: Ronnie Parisella from Bay Ridge will compete in the Co-
ney Island Beard and Moustache Competition in the “Man or Beast” 
all-natural beard category for the fourth year in a row.
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RIMSHOT
Inside Brooklyn’s 
comedy nights

Getting schooled
‘School’s Out’ comedy show is in session at High Dive

“School’s Out” at High Dive [243 Fifth 
Ave. between Carroll and Garfi eld streets 
in Park Slope, (718) 788–0401, www.high-
divebrooklyn.com]. Next show Sept. 8 at 8 
pm. Free.

C O M E DY

Ninth Annual Coney Island 
Beard and Moustache Compe-
tition at Sideshows by the Sea-
shore [1208 Surf Ave. at W. 12th 
Street in Coney Island, www.
coneyisland.com]. Sept. 3 at 8 
pm. $20.
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
Sept. 2

Burn notice
You thought that 
Burning Man was 
safely sequestered in 
Nevada, but the Get 
Lit dance party is 
bringing Black Rock 
City to Brooklyn! 
Local playas should 
don their brightest 
outfits to frolic 
among the black 
lights and fire dances 
at the House of Yes, 
while dodging elabo-
rate art cars and 
playa bikes.

10 pm at House of Yes (2 
Wyckoff Ave. at Jefferson 
Street in Bushwick), www.
houseofyes.org. $15 (free 
before 11 pm).

SUNDAY
Sept. 4

They’re out!
This is your last 
chance to watch the 
beloved Brooklyn 
Cyclones take on the 
hated Staten Island 
Yankees at MCU 
Park! Not only is it 
the final game of the 
season at the Coney 
Island coliseum, but 
our rivals on the Rock 
will be changing their 
name (with the help 
of the Internet) in 
2017. Prepare for the 
hated Batty McBat-
faces next season! 

6 pm at MCU Park [1904 
Surf Ave. at W. 17th St. in 
Coney Island, (718) 449–
8497], www.brooklyncy-
clones.com. $10–$17.

MONDAY
Sept. 4

Shake your 
tail feather
Brooklyn’s biggest 
parade will shimmy its 
way down Eastern 
Parkway this after-
noon, while vendors 
sell roti and other Car-
ribbean treats along 
the roadside. The 
organizers of the West 
Indian Day Parade 
hope local hipsters 
will join the throng this 
year, so slip into your 
skinny jeans and check 
out the plumage.

11 am–6 pm at Eastern 
Parkway (Between Utica 
Avenue and Grand Army 
Plaza in Crown Heights, 
www.wiadcacarnival.org). 
Free.

WEDNESDAY
Sept. 7

King Leer 
It’s Shakespeare in the 
Park — and in the 
nude! An all-female 
theatrical troupe will 
begin a four-night out-
door run of Shake-
speare’s “The Tem-
pest” tonight in Pros-
pect Park. Actors clad 
only in body paint 
embody the island’s 
magical spirits, while 
shipwrecked visitors 
shed their corsets (and 
everything else) in the 
name of body-positivity 
as the night goes on. 

5:30 pm at Prospect 
Park’s Music Pagoda (at 
the north end of the 
Nethermead, enter at 
Ocean Avenue and 
Lincoln Road in Prospect 
Lefferts Gardens). Free.

THURSDAY
Sept. 8

Dirty jokes 
Comedian Ophira 
Eisenberg and car-
toonist Emily Flake 
host a night of diaper 
disaster stories with 
“S--- Show,” featur-
ing parental comedi-
ans Kate Tellers, Nick 
Stevens, Adira 
Amram, Robin Hazel, 
and Caroline Rhea. 

8 pm at Union Hall [702 
Union St. between Fifth 
and Sixth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. $8.

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, SEPT. 2
ART, “THE FENCE”: This outdoor pho-

tography exhibition features artists 
from around the world and their 
visual narratives of home, streets, 
people, creatures, nature, and play 
from all around the globe. Free. 
Brooklyn Bridge Park’s Granite Pros-
pect [Old Fulton Street at Furman 
Street in Dumbo, (718) 222–9939], 
www.brooklynbridgepark.org. 

OUTDOOR, FLATBUSH FOOD 
COURT: Sycamore opens its garden 
to diverse, fun, and always fresh 
pop-up vendors. 6–11 pm. Syca-
more [1118 Cortelyou Rd. between 
Stratford and Westminster roads in 
Ditmas Park, (347) 240–5850], www.
sycamorebrooklyn.com. 

DREAMLAND ROLLER DISCO: Roller 
diva Lola Star hosts a weekly skat-
ing dance party for grown-ups. $6. 
7:30–10 pm. LeFrak Center at Lake-
side [171 East Dr. at Ocean Avenue 
in Prospect Park, (718) 462–0010], 
www.lakesidebrooklyn.com. 

COMEDY, “YOUR LOVE, OUR MUSI-
CAL”: Rebecca Vigil and Evan Kauf-
man interview a couple in the audi-
ence and improvise a musical based 
on their relationship. $10. 7:30 pm. 
Union Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth Av-
enue in Park Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

MUSIC, BUSTY AND THE BRASS, 
BLACK COAST: $14 ($12 in advance). 
8 pm. Knitting Factory [361 Metro-
politan Ave. at Havemeyer Street 
in Williamsburg, (347) 529–6696], 
bk.knittingfactory.com. 

COMEDY, CARTOON MONSOON: 
A live show inspired by “Pee Wee’s 
Playhouse,” with costumed charac-
ters, puppets, and sketches. $10. 
9:30 pm. The Annoyance Theatre 
(367 Bedford Ave. at S. Fifth Street in 
Williamsburg), www.theannoyance-
newyork.com. 

MISS CONEY ISLAND BURLESQUE 
BEAUTY PAGEANT: The biggest 
night of the burlesque season! $25. 
10 pm. Sideshows by the Seashore 
[1208 Surf Ave. between W. 12th 
Street and Stillwell Avenue in Coney 
Island, (718) 372–5159], www.coney-
island.com. 

SAT, SEPT. 3
TOUR, HUNT FOR WILD HAWTHORN 

BERRIES: Join “Wildman” Steve Brill 
on a foraging tour of Prospect Park. 
$20 ($12 kids). RSVP required. 11:45 
am. Grand Army Plaza (Union Street 
between Flatbush Avenue and Pros-
pect Park West in Park Slope). 

MALCOLM X BOULEVARD FARM-
ERS’ MARKET: Peruse and purchase 
healthy food and products from 
local producers. Free. 8 am–3 pm. 
(Malcolm X Boulevard between 
Marion and Chauncey Streets in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant), www.restora-
tionplaza.org. 

MUSEUM HIGHLIGHTS: Museum edu-
cators lead a tour through a collec-
tion of vintage subway and elevated 
cars dating back to 1904. Free with 
admission to the museum. Noon 
and 3 pm. New York Transit Museum 
[Boerum Place at Schermerhorn 
Street in Downtown, (718) 694–
1600], www.mta.info/mta/museum. 

ART, “ON THE WATERFRONT”: An 
exhibition of oil and pastels paint-
ings of boats by Peter Eagleton. 
Free, donation suggested. 1–5 pm. 
Waterfront Museum Barge [290 
Conover St. near Reed Street in Red 
Hook, (718) 624–4719], www.water-
frontmuseum.org. 

NIGHTLIFE, A WASABASSCO WED-
DING: A striptease ceremony be-
tween Sapphire Jones and Chris 
Harder, that’s certain to go abso-
lutely smoothly with no surprises 
or problems. $20–$35. 9 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at Third Av-
enue in Gowanus, (718) 643–6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com.

ART, “LIFE SIZED” CLOSING RECEP-
TION: An exhibit of small works on 
paper, painting, sculpture, fi ber art, 
and photography, all priced at less 
than $750. Free. 6–9 pm. Anthony 
Philip Fine Art (56 Bogart St. be-

See 9 DAYS on page 10

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

SAT, SEPT 3
MUSIC, ASAP NEW YORK: A 

showcase of Filipino music talent. 
$55–$155. 5 pm.

WED, SEPT 7
CIRQUE DU SOLEIL — TUROK, 

THE FIRST FLIGHT: $42–$125. 
7:30 pm

THU, SEPT 8
CIRQUE DU SOLEIL — TUROK, 

THE FIRST FLIGHT: $42–$125. 
7:30 pm.

FRI, SEPT 9
CIRQUE DU SOLEIL — TUROK, 

THE FIRST FLIGHT: $40–$115. 4 
pm and 8 pm.

SAT, SEPT 10
CIRQUE DU SOLEIL — TUROK, 

THE FIRST FLIGHT: $40–$115. 4 
pm and 8 pm.

SUN, SEPT 11
CIRQUE DU SOLEIL — TUROK, 

THE FIRST FLIGHT: $40–$115. 
1:30 pm and 5:30 pm.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to 
introduce Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and the 
New York Daily News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Thursday at 4:45 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-
out segments, can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH THURSDAY AT 4:45PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, and, 
of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn Paper 
radio is the only webcast where you’ll hear 
Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira Eisen-
berg, Andrew Dice Clay, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and two-time guest Borough 
President Eric Adams.

So tune in each week live Thursdays at 4:45 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes, 
Stitcher, and Mixlr.

Battle beast: A Na’vi warrior does battle with a puppeteered 
“viperwolf” in Cirque Du Soleil’s show “Toruk: The First 
Flight,” opening at Barclays Center on Sept. 7.

E
rr

is
so

n 
La

w
re

nc
e

COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER
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Featuring Live Music, Food Demos
and other performances

www.tastewg.com
#TASTEWG 

SUNDAY, SEPT 18, 2016  
1 PM - 5 PM

EAST RIVER STATE PARK
90 Kent Ave @ North 7th Street

osood Demuring LiveFeatu e Music, Fo
mancesand othera r perform

www.ta comwww ta comastewg.c
EWG #TASTE

SUNDAY, SEPT 18, 2016  SUNDADAYAY, SEPT 18, 2016
1 PM - 5 PM1 PM - 5 PM

EAST RIVER EAST RIVERIVER STATE PARKSTATATATE PAPARK
90 Kent Ave @ North 7th Street90 KeKent AvAveve @ North 7th Street

FOLLOW BROOKLYN PAPER ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

T
his flight of fancy took three 
years to land!

A high-flying new fairy tale 
about the Queen of the Birds will 
launch the first of six performances 
in Bushwick on Sept. 8. The creator 
of “Cloud Cuckooland” hoped to de-
but the show in 2013, but when the 
House of Yes closed its Williamsburg 
location that year, she put her dark 
show on ice until the aerial venue 
re-opened in Bushwick in 2015. No 
other spot could have done the show 
justice, said the playwright.

“When House of Yes closed I knew 
I needed to wait,” said Djahari Clark, 
a Bushwick resident. “I was waiting 

for House of Yes because I wanted 
my show to fly.” 

The show — which includes dance, 
puppetry, aerial acrobatics, spoken 
word, and song — follows a girl who 
dies and enters a fantasy world where 
she becomes Queen of the Birds. But 
she can only wear the crown if she 
leaves her heart behind. Clark said 
that show will take viewers on a roller 
coaster of emotions.

“It’s a beautiful dark fairy tale that 
will break your heart a little bit, but 
it’s going to make you fall in love 
again,” she said.

Clark began writing the show a 
few years ago with playwright Mat-
thew Freeman, who penned the song 
lyrics. She dreamt up the story when 
thinking about the struggles of her 

grandparents — her grandmother is 
mentally sharp, but her body is letting 
her down, while her grandfather, who 
has Alzheimer’s, is in a continually 
blissful, gentle state. The stark differ-
ence in their conditions made Clark 
consider her own mortality. 

She also drew inspiration from a trip 
to the Oracle of Delphi in Greece, where 
she was surrounded by birds. The expe-
rience was a revelation for her story. 

“I was very drawn to Greek theater 

already and I realized that this would be 
the basis,” she said. “The structure of 
my play was going to be coming out of 
ancient Greek tragedies and birds were 
going to be telling my story.”

The show features nine performers 
dressed in ornate avian costumes and 
puppets, which Clark said are the per-
fect blend of child-like and mature. 

Clark hopes that the play will di-
rect audience members away from 
their phones and the distractions of 
the bustling city. 

“I want people to wake up their 
imagination and get in touch with their 
inner self again” she said. “I feel like 
as a society we are so detached from 
our inner selves and so caught up in 
technology and just moving fast that 
we forget to turn inward.”

Spreading their wings
Aerial avian play launches at House of Yes

“Cloud Cuckooland” at House of 
Yes (2 Wyckoff Ave. at Jefferson 
Ave. in Bushwick, www.house-
ofyes.org). Sept. 8–10 and 15–17 
at 7 pm. $20–$30.

P L AY

Blackbird singing in the dead of night: The dark fairy tale “Cloud Cuckooland” will land at the House of Yes, starting on Sept. 8.
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Il SognoIl Sogno
comes to

Park Slope!
Italian & Peruvian

FUSION

Staten Island:
26 Jefferson Blvd.
718.356.7800

info@ilsognonyc.com

Park Slope:
310 5th Ave.

929.295.9790
info@ilsogno2.com

Open 7 Days for 
Lunch, Dinner and Weekend Brunch
FULL BAR: Daily Happy Hours from 4-7

Indoor and Outdoor Dining

“Elegant, Romantic, Relaxed”

Are you ready to give back? Meet volunteers in Brooklyn and learn 
about community-building activities and service opportunities with  
the elderly, Holocaust survivors, refugees, people living in poverty,  
and others in need. Light refreshments will be served. 

WED, SEP 14, 5:30–7:30 PM, FREE

BrooklynWorks | 159 20th Street, #1B, Brooklyn
R train to Prospect Avenue

VISIT JCCMANHATTAN.ORG/ENGAGE-BROOKLYN  
OR CALL 646.505.5708 TO REGISTER

a program of volunteering + social action

PLEASE JOIN US 
ENGAGE BROOKLYN OPEN HOUSE

Engage Jewish Service Corps is generously supported by UJA-Federation of New York.
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For more information and to find out about our other 
great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch, call 
800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must open a Flushing Bank Complete Checking Plus account. Get the complete 
access and control you desire with a competitive interest rate and banking on-the-go with our 
Flushing Bank Mobile2 app.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New money only. APY effective July 5. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be 
transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. A new Complete Checking Plus account 
with a $5,000 minimum initial deposit is required to receive the CD with the advertised rate. Certain fees and restrictions may apply. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance 
is $5,000. A new checking account is not required for IRA accounts. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details. 2 Flushing Bank Mobile Banking is available to all Flushing Bank online 
banking users. Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

18-Month CD

1.25%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

tween Harrison Place and 
Grattan Street in Bushwick), 
www.anthonyphilipfi neart.
com. 

COMEDY, “JUICE — COLD-
PRESSED COMEDY”: With 
fi ve stand-up comedians 
each week, original art, and 
garden-fresh beverages 
from House of Juice. $20. 
8 pm. House of Juice [642 
Rogers Ave. between Park-
side and Clarkson avenues 
in Prospect Lefferts Gar-
dens, (347) 974–1985], www.
houseofjuicebk.com. 

COMEDY, “LITERATI”: Colin 
O’Brien and Michael Wolf 
host a comedy show about 
the greatest American 
novels never written. With 
Isaac Oliver, Cole Escola, 
Aaron Jackson, and Amber 
Nelson. $8 ($6 in advance). 
8 pm. Union Hall [702 Union 
St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

COMEDY, THE WEEKEND 
DROP: A rootin’-tootin’ 
weekly standup show in 
Williamsburg. $10 ($8 in 
advance). 9 pm. The Ex-
periment Comedy Gallery 
(272 Grand St. between 
Roebling and Havemeyer 
streets in Williamsburg), 
thexcomedy.com. 

SUN, SEPT. 4
COMEDY, COMEDY AT THE 

KNITTING FACTORY: A 
weeklyn stand-up show 
hosted by Will Miles, Clark 
Jones and Kenny DeForest. 
Free. 9 pm. Knitting Factory 
[361 Metropolitan Ave. at 
Havemeyer Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (347) 529–6696], 
bk.knittingfactory.com.

MAGIC AT CONEY: A magi-
cal variety show featuring 
illusionists, escape artists, 
mentalists and close-up ma-
gicians. $10 ($5 kids). noon. 
Sideshows by the Seashore 
[1208 Surf Ave. between W. 
12th Street and Stillwell Av-
enue in Coney Island, (718) 
372–5159], www.coneyis-
land.com. 

SPORTS, BROOKLYN CY-
CLONES VS. STATEN 
ISLAND YANKEES: Start-
ing at $10. 6 pm. MCU Park 
[1904 Surf Ave. at W. 17th 
St. in Coney Island, (718) 
449–8497], www.brooklyn-
cyclones.com. 

OBSERVING THE NEW 
MOON — A GUIDED EX-
PERIENCE: Observe the 
night sky with help from ex-
pert volunteer astronomers 
in a 30-minute program, 
followed by viewing of the 
New Moon. Weather per-
mitting. Free. 9 pm. The 
Hollows [151 Bedford Ave. 
in Williamsburg, (917) 587 
7176], hollows.info. 

MON, SEPT. 5
CORONA ELECTRIC BEACH: 

The McCarren Hotel and 
Pool hosts a party with beer, 
summer bites, and live DJs 
including Jillionaire. $65. 
1–6 pm. McCarren Hotel 
and Pool (160 N. 12th St. 
between Berry Street and 
Bedford Avenue in Williams-
burg), happenings.mccarr-
enhotel.com/tickets. 

OUTDOOR, FLATBUSH 
FOOD COURT: 6–10:30 pm. 
See Friday, Sept. 2. 

COMEDY, “NIGHT TRAIN 
WITH WYATT CENAC”: 
Hosted by Brooklyn-based 
comedian Wyatt Cenac, 
“Night Train” is a weekly 
show that features comedy 
from the best local and in-
ternational stand up come-
dians. $5. 8 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

TUES, SEPT. 6
WATERFRONT WORKOUTS: 

A pilates mat class with the 
Fitness Guru will activate 
the muscles of your abdo-
men and back. Free. 7 pm. 
Brooklyn Bridge Park, Pier 6 
[Atlantic Avenue at Furman 
Street in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 222–9939], www.
brooklynbridgepark.org. 

TALK, JOSEPH FINK AND 
JEFFREY CRANOR: The 
creators of the podcast 
“Welcome to Night Vale” 
discuss their hit podcast 
and share behind-the-scene 
commentary and more. 
Free. 7–9 pm. PowerHouse 
[32 Adams St. between 
Front and Water streets in 
Dumbo, (718) 666–3049], 
www.powerhousearena.
com.

COMEDY, PUNDERDOME 
3000: A monthly pun com-
petition created and hosted 
by comedian Jo Firestone. 
$10 ($8 in advance). 8 pm. 
Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

READING, “LOVE AND TER-
ROR IN THE MIDDLE 
EAST”: Frank Romano reads 
from his book about his 
efforts to promote under-
standing and cooperation 
between Jews, Muslims, 
and Christians. Free. 7 pm. 
Barnes and Noble [267 Sev-
enth Ave. at Sixth Street in 
Park Slope, (718) 832–9066], 
www.barnesandnoble.com. 

MUSIC, THREES BREWING: A 
Night of Psychedelic Impro-
visation: With Adam Schatz, 
Dave Harrington, Nick 
Kinsey, and Zach Tenorio-
Miller. Free. 8 pm. Threes 
Brewing (333 Douglass St. 
between Third and Fourth 
avenues in Gowanus), /
www.threesbrewing.com. 

WED, SEPT. 7
TALK, RACE AND HISTORY: 

Annette Gordon-Reed, the 
Pulitzer-winning historian, 
discusses her research on 
Thomas Jefferson, the 
Hemings family, and slavery 
in America. $10. 6:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Historical Soci-
ety [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

MUSIC, “BRIDGE OVER 
MUD”: Part concert, part 
installation, and part perfor-
mance, “Bridge Over Mud” 
challenges the audience 
to see sound and hear im-
ages with this audiovisual 
experimentation adventure. 
$25. 7:30 and 9:30 pm. 
BAM Fisher (321 Ashland Pl. 
between Hansen Place and 
Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org. 

COMEDY, DRUNK TED 
TALKS: Inebriated people 
discuss their conspiracy the-
ories. $5. 8 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com.

MUSIC, “SHASTA GEAUX 
POP”: Through music, 
technology, and audience 
interaction, multidisciplinary 
artist Ayesha Jordan ex-
plores humanity through 
the lens of her pop singer 
alter-ego, Shasta Geaux 
Pop. $18. 8 pm. Bushwick 
Starr (207 Starr St. between 
Irving and Wykoff avenues 
in Bushwick), www.thebush-
wickstarr.org. 

ART, “EROTE” OPENING 

RECEPTION: A speculative 
survey of garment art, span-
ning 10 galleries on four 
fl oors and outdoors space. 
Free. 8 pm–2 am. The Hol-
lows Artspace (151 Bedford 
Ave. between N. Eighth and 
N. Ninth streets in Williams-
burg), www.hollows.info. 

COMEDY, BROOKLYN, 
STAND UP!: An all-star 
comedy show hosted by 
Kerry Coddett. With guests 
Josh Johnson, Liz Miele, 
Matt Richards, and more. 
Free. 8 pm. 61 Local (61 Ber-
gen St. between Smith and 
Boerum Place in Cobble 
Hill), www.brooklynstand-
upcomedy.com. 

THURS, SEPT. 8
TALK, NANTUCKET LIGHT-

SHIP LECTURE ON SURGE 
BARRIERS: Step aboard a 
historic fl oating lighthouse 
for a discussion of how to 
protect coastal communities 
from storms. Free. 6 pm. 
Brooklyn Bridge Park, Pier 6 
[Atlantic Avenue at Furman 
Street in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 222–9939], www.
brooklynbridgepark.org. 

TALK, THE ILLUSION OF A 
POST-SEXIST SOCIETY: 
As part of the Let’s Talk 
Feminism series, Marcia 
Gillespie, Anna Holmes, 
Muthoni Wambu Kraal, and 
Rebecca Traister, discuss 
what is on the horizon for 
women in America. $10. 
7 pm. Brooklyn Historical 
Society [128 Pierrepont St. 
at Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

EVENT, ID — A QUEER FASH-
ION SHOW: DapperQ pres-
ents showcases seven de-
signers who explore gender 
diversity and fashion. Free. 
7 pm. Brooklyn Museum 
[200 Eastern Pkwy. at Wash-
ington Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

MUSIC, EVERLAST: The rap-
per, formerly the lead of 
“House of Pain,” performs 
his new solo album. $25. 9 
pm. Bell House [149 Seventh 
St. at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus, (718) 643–6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com.

MUSIC, SHASTA GEAUX POP: 
8 pm. See Wednesday, 
Sept. 7. 

FRI, SEPT. 9
ART, “LANGUAGE LAND-

SCAPE” OPENING RECEP-
TION: An exhibition of new 
works on paper by Brooklyn 
artist Golnar Adili. Free. 6–8 
pm. Kentler International 
Drawing Space [353 Van 
Brunt St. between Dike-
man and Wolcott streets in 
Red Hook, (718) 875–2098], 
www.kentlergallery.org. 

BROOKLYN ANTIQUARIAN 
BOOK FAIR: A festival of 
antique book and ephem-
era dealers, as well as inter-
active performances, a vin-
tage photography exhibit, 
book signings, and hands-
on workshops. $7–$25. 6–9 
pm. Brooklyn Expo Center 
(72 Noble St. at Franklin 
Street in Greenpoint). 

ART, “TASTEMAKERS”: An ex-
hibit of artists who portray 
food. Free. 7–10 pm. Court 
Tree Collective [371 Court 
St. between Carroll Street 
and First Place in Carroll 
Gardens, (718) 422–7806], 
www.courttree.com. 

MUSIC, HEARTBEAT: An eve-
ning of jazz and poetry with 
bassist Melissa Slocum and 
poet Robert Gibbons. $15. 
8 pm. South Oxford Space 
[138 South Oxford Street in 
Fort Greene, 212.532.4704], 
www.onebreathrising.org. 

SAT, SEPT. 10
FUND RAISER, BROOK-

LYN TEAL WALK AND 5K 
RUN: The annual event 
raising money for ovarian 
cancer prevention hosts a 
non-competitive walk and 
a timed 5K run. $40 ($35 
in advance). 8 am–1 pm. 
Prospect Park [Ninth Street 
and Prospect Park West in 
Park Slope, (917) 310–4835], 
www.tealwalk.org/brooklyn. 

DANCE, MARK MORRIS 
DANCE CENTER 15 YEAR 
ANNIVERSARY: The Dance 
Center celebrates by of-
fering a fun-fi lled day of 
dance, music, food and 
drinks. Free. 9 am–5 pm. 
Mark Morris Dance Group 
[3 Lafayette Ave. between 
Nostrand Avenue and Bed-
ford Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(718) 624–8400], www.
markmorrisdancegroup.org. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 8

Pop rocks: Performance artist Ayesha Jordan will 
adopt the persona of an over-the-top pop star known 
for her hit song “Drunk and Famous” in the comedic 
musical “Shasta Geaux Pop,” opening in Bushwick 
on Sept. 7.
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Parties welcome for all occasions

Special 3 Course Dinner Menu $2995 pp
Music : Thurs. - Sun.

1464 86th Street (between 14th & 15th Ave.)

718-236-9883

Critically Acclaimed Wine List

Established 1971

162 Montague St, 2nd Fl, Brooklyn Heights
(718) 522-5555/58  Fax: (718) 522-7555
www.nanatori.com  OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

FREE
DELIVERY

$10 
MIN

Fine Japanese cuisine, 
plus full sushi bar, for 

lunch or dinner
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CutestCutestCutest
Pet ContestPet ContestPet Contest
We are looking for New York City’s Cutest Pet

To enter/vote and view prize details visit:

www.cnglocal.com/cutestpet

The pet with the most votes wins!

How does it work?
1. Visit CNG’s online contest page
2. Upload a photo of your Pet
3. Readers vote for the cutest pet

FREE TO
  

VOTE!

FREE TO  

ENTER!

GREAT PRIZES!

Bill de Blasio, Mayor
Rick D. Chandler, P.E., Commissioner

Summer is coming to 
a close. Fall is upon 
us. It’s time to begin 

again. 
Every year, I cross my fin-

gers and hope that the more 
relaxed vibe of the warmer 
school-free months will carry 
on through to the more manic 
scheduled days of Septem-
ber. This year is no excep-
tion. School supplies are pur-
chased and standing by, my 
house is in disarray follow-
ing some fresh coats of paint, 
and we are visiting with fam-
ily in the Midwest through 
Labor Day. There is no rea-
son to believe I will maintain 
the kind of calm that helped 
me drive through the many 
heavy rains along I-80 once 
things start to get crazy ex-
cept that I want to, and I’ve 
been practicing — a lot. 

There is always so much to 
do. There are always people 
who need your help, and pri-
orities to be set over what gets 
done first and how and when 
to draw the line on giving to 

others versus doing what you 
need to do for yourself. Kids’ 
schedules trump mommy or 
daddy me-time, and all of a 
sudden the mind is saturated 
again with must-dos instead 
of I-wanna-dos. 

And yet, pleasure has to 
be built in to the schedule. 
There must be priority given 
to doing things for yourself 
and your family that are fun. 
Even though vacation may be 
a memory, pictures down-
loaded onto the computer to 
do God-knows-what with, 
God knows when, mini mo-
ments of joy and apprecia-
tion of life are so necessary 
to be able to function hap-
pily and well. 

Making time for myself

I love to travel in summer, 
and make visiting places on 
the water a special priority. 
When I’m home, I try to in-
clude a walk or run into Pros-
pect Park most mornings to sit 
by the little lake and take in the 
sights of the turtles climbing 
the logs, or the swans gliding 
along the water. Herons of-
ten perch on the rocks, then 
take off, spreading their wings 
majestically as they sail over 
the glistening water and into 
the lush treetops. The days I 
can’t go, I try to sit by a win-
dow and at least conjure that 
spot or others from the views 
I’ve built up in my mental ar-
senal over the years. I try to 
imagine the sound of the ci-
cadas in the trees, the calls of 
one bird to another that carry 
across the water. 

I have to remind myself 
to practice this daily ritual 
of taking in beauty once 
mornings become race-like 
again, once everyone’s var-
ious schedules start to play 
out in my mind along with 
my own. And I have to re-
member to put other things 
on the calendar too, things I 
look forward to. We went to 
dinner with family friends re-

cently. We chose the Bao on 
St. Mark’s Place. It was deli-
cious and different, and just 
being in the East Village was 
like being on vacation since 
it is such a different world 
than Park Slope. We went 
for ice cream afterward at 
Lab 321 and tried Dragon’s 
Breath cereal puffs in liquid 
nitrogen, and the rolled ice 
cream. Yum. 

We have to do this more, 
travel to different neighbor-
hoods around the city to ex-
plore. It breaks up the mo-
notony and gets everyone on 
board. It takes all the stresses 
in one’s mind and puts them 
off for a bit so we can be to-
gether and enjoy, regenerate 
ourselves for the next bout of 
school or work. It doesn’t have 
to be expensive, either. Some-
times it’s enough just to walk 
around, and certainly there is 
cheap delicious food in abun-
dance around the city. 

I have to repeat these things 
to myself as a mantra: find 
nature in real life or in your 
mind every morning; make 
a point of putting explora-
tion on the calendar; get to-
gether with friends in a fun 
new setting. 

The best role model I can be 
for my kids is being a happy 
joyous person, the person 
that sometimes seems eas-
ier to find and embrace on 
summer vacation. But I am 
not letting her slip away this 
fall, I can be productive and 
still find pleasure, it just takes 
practice.

Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

By Caroline Spivack
Brooklyn Paper

Sunset Parkers want the city 
to arrest its  plan to level the 
landmarked former 68th Pre-
cinct station house  on Fourth 
Avenue and build a school there 
— instead suggesting it erect 
classrooms on a parking lot for 
sale around the corner. 

Preservation group Sun-
set Park Restoration penned 
a letter to the School Con-

struction Authority on Aug. 
25 proposing it use the carpark 
on the corner of 44th Street 
and Third Avenue as an al-
ternative, arguing that knock-
ing over the castle-like land-
mark would be a great loss 
for the community.

“There are alternatives that 
don’t involve losing our crown 
jewel,” said the group’s ex-
ecutive director Tony Gior-
dano.

S’Park: Build school 
on lot, not landmark
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For Info: AuctionAdvisors.com

BANKRUPTCY AUCTIONS! 
3 BROOKLYN PROPERTIES

TUESDAY 

SEPT. 20 

320 Court Street 
@ 12PM, On-Site

In Re: Ch. 11 Case No. 15-43122 (CEC), Brooklyn Renaissance, LLC. US Bankruptcy Crt for the ED of NY

300 Van Brundt 
@ 10AM, On-Site 

Mixed-Use 5-Story Bldg in 
Heart of Red Hook. 

Renovations Commenced 
but Never Completed.

Mixed-Use 6,000±SF Corner Building 
in Carol Gardens. Fully Finished 

��������	�
��
��
������
���
�
���
��

+ Residential

555 & 557 Union Street 
@ 2PM, On-Site
Two Attached 4-Family 

Walk-ups. Full Gut Rehab 
�	
��	����
��
�������

39 lbs gone
in 40 days!

ALL NATURAL

DOCTOR 
SUPERVISED

Ultimate Fat Loss System
Dr. Melinda Keller

(718) 234-6212
5911 16 Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11204

www.weightlossbrooklyn.net

LOSE 20-40 POUNDS IN

GUARANTEED!
Change Your Life!

40 DAYS

By David Russell
for Brooklyn Paper

It’s usually not good when 
umpires at a baseball game 
are noticed.

They certainly got noticed 
on Aug. 27, however, when-
they ejected four players dur-
ing the eighth inning of the 
Cyclones game in William-

sport — something baseball 
lifer Tom Gamboa says can 
be chalked up to rookie mis-
takes. 

“They should do a better 
job of teaching in the umpire 
school that when an umpire 
misses one, if he says right 
away that he missed it there’s 
really not much that the player 

or manager can say, because 
we’re all human.” the skipper 
said. “But when they know 
that they missed it and they’re 
still gonna try to convince you 
that they’re right, then they 
just lose the respect, and just 
human nature it makes peo-
ple mad.”

Desmond Lindsay was the 

first ejection of the game af-
ter he took a called strike two 
on a pitch that was at his eyes. 
Lindsay stepped out to say 
something.

“I’m so naive that from the 
dugout I’m hoping that the 
umpire said, ‘Geez, I called 
that too quick, I just missed 
it.’ But he actually said, ‘Yeah, 

Gamby just wants honesty from umps after ejection-spree
that was a strike. It was right 
at the top of the zone.’ Well 
that’s just an out and out 
lie,” Gamboa said after the 
Clones returned to Brooklyn 
on Aug. 29.

 “You know that you missed 
it. It’s okay that you miss it be-
cause we’re all gonna do that. 
You have to make a judge-
ment call like this,” Gamboa 
said as he snapped his fin-
gers. “But when you miss it, 
you miss it.”

Lindsay struck out on the 
next pitch — a non-contro-
versial strike three — but 
said something to the ump 
and was tossed.

“When an umpire doesn’t 
have a feel for the game, you 
gotta realize that you just con-
tributed to that strikeout with 
that bad call,” Gamboa said. 
“You’ve got to give some kind 
of leeway. He ejected him 
right away.”

Hitting coach Sean Ratliff 
— who was coaching third — 
came in to defend Lindsay 
and was also ejected.

Williamsport found itself 
in an identical situation just 
minutes later. A horrible pitch 
was called a strike and words 
were exchanged.

“And the player, I heard, 
said, ‘You’re just having a bad 
night,’ ” Gamboa said. “Well 
the moment he said ‘you’re,’ 
he got tossed. And it was in 
the middle of his at-bat and 
in a one-run game.”

Williamsport manager and 
1992 World Series hero Pat 
Borders came out to voice his 
complaints and Gamboa un-

derstood the concern of his 
counterpart.

“Number one, how could 
you call that pitch? And number 
two, anybody can have a bad 
night,” Gamboa said. “When he 
just states a fact, how can you 
throw him out for that? Then 
Borders was tossed.”

If an umpire makes a mis-

take, Gamboa simply wants to 
hear him admit it. A few weeks 
ago, Michael Paez made a tag 
which he just barely executed, 
but the ump thought the ball 
came out and called the run-
ner safe. Gamboa came out 
to ask Raul Moreno — who 
Gamboa considers the best 
in the league — why the call 

was made.
Moreno’s answer: “Tom, 

I screwed up. I saw so much 
of the ball I assumed that he 
missed it and after I made my 
call, he didn’t.”

That settled that.
Gamboa had to admit — 

he liked the slightly less dra-
matic approach better. 

HIGHLIGHT: Justin Dunn pitched three shutout innings against Auburn on 
Aug. 30 — the only high point of the night, said manager Tom Gamboa.
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The cat was 
fed ten times
today

It’s never too early 
 (or too late) to talk about 
 Alzheimer’s support.

Call our 24-hour Helpline. 
We’re here anytime you need to talk. 

(646) 744–2900
Free | Confidential | Se habla español | 

www.caringkindnyc.org 


