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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

The developer behind some 
of Brooklyn’s most expensive 
condo buildings is moving into 
Boerum Hill. 

Alloy Development is buying up 
properties on the triangular block 
bounded by Flatbush and Third av-
enues and Schermerhorn and State 
streets — where it plans to erect a 
new high-rise, according to sev-
eral community leaders who have 
spoken with the company about its 
tentative plans for the site. 

“There are a couple of mov-
ing parts so the only thing that 
can be said with certainty is that 
Alloy has assembled most of the 
block as a development site and 
plans to construct a new build-

ing there,” said Rob Perris, who 
is the district manager of Com-
munity Board 2, which encom-
passes Boerum Hill.

The company declined to com-
ment on its plans, but Perris, Coun-
cilman Steve Levin (D–Boerum 
Hill), and Boerum Hill Associa-
tion civic group president Howard 
Kolins each met separately with 
the developer —  best known for 
erecting multimillion-dollar con-
dos in Dumbo  — in August, each 
confirmed. 

Its reps were tight-lipped on their 
exact intentions, Kolins said, but 
told him the structure will likely 
include ground-floor retail. 

Under the block’s current zon-
ing, they could build offices, stores, 
or housing there, though Alloy 
seems to deal mostly in residen-
tial properties.

There is no hard height cap — 
the site is part of  Downtown’s spe-
cial development district  — but al-
titude would be limited by the size 
of the lot, and Alloy’s people said 

they’re considering applying to re-
zone the land so they can go way 
higher, according to Perris.

The city’s online property da-
tabase — which isn’t always up 
to date — doesn’t show any deeds 
changing hands on the block re-
cently, but the developer’s reps told 
the district manager they’d pur-
chased all the buildings on the block 
except the Department of Educa-
tion properties along Third Ave-
nue, which include the Khalil Gi-
bran International Academy.

Long Island real-estate group 
Kimaqu Corporation owns most of 
the other buildings, but claimed it 
isn’t selling any of them. However, 
an employee from Gem Pawnbro-
kers — which owns a large store-
front on the Schermerhorn side 

of the block, according to city re-
cords — said he is sure that prop-
erty had been sold, although he 
didn’t know the specifics of the 
transaction.

And an education department 
spokeswoman  says it put a call out 
to find firms interested in redevel-
oping the Khalil Gibran building 
in July, though it hasn’t made any 
decisions yet , but refused to say 
whether it was a response to Al-
loy shopping around.

The Department of Transporta-
tion is toying with the idea of clos-
ing the tiny stretch of Schermerhorn 
Street there and turning it into a pe-
destrian plaza, according to Perris 
and Kolins — though an agency 
spokeswoman said she wasn’t aware 
of any plans — and Kolins says Al-

Locals: Developer planning massive mystery tower for Boerum Hill block

Alloy Development plans on building a tower at Flatbush 
Avenue and Schemerhorn Street, which could spell the end 
for this old schoolhouse.
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loy’s people expressed interest in 
helping spiff-up the streetscape if 
that goes ahead.

Kolins says he invited Alloy 
to present more detailed plans to 
the Boerum Hill Association at its 
September meeting, and the de-

veloper told him “maybe.” 
A high-rise on the site would 

likely tower over the nearby brown-
stones in historic Boerum Hill, 
although it will fit right in with 
other new developments along 
Flatbush Avenue.

New giant lumbering into view

By Caroline Spivack
Brooklyn Paper

These clothes were gone in 60 
seconds! 

Coney Island celebrated the il-
lustrious acting career of Nicolas 
Cage with a burlesque strip-tease 
tribute that brought “ the big knife ” 
to the Boardwalk at Coney Island 
USA on Sept. 1. Performers came 
clad as characters from their fa-
vorite Cage films for “Burlesque 
Uncaged,” a night of nearly-nude 
entertainment as outrageous as its 
subject. The show was a national 
treasure, said a producer.

“It was just as fun, crazy, and 
ridiculous as we hoped. There 
were a lot of hair pieces and fake 
chest hair,” said show co-producer 

Neil O’Fortune. “The over arching 
theme was sort of raw, unbridled 
enthusiasm for a man who’s known 
for mega-acting, and the perform-
ers really brought that out.”

The risque revue paid homage 
to the actor’s career from roles like 
the ’90s action heroes of “Con Air” 
and “Face/Off,” to the men who 
charmed us in “Moonstruck” and 
“Raising Arizona,” to the absurd 
character punching women in a 
bear suit in “The Wicker Man.” 

Burlesque favorites including 
Cheeky Lane, Evelyn Vinyl, and 
Stockholm Filly dazzled with skits 
choreographed to audio clips of 
the actor and with more concep-
tual performances such as Ma-
dame Rosebud pouring paint on 

her barely clothed body. The act 
referenced a scene in one of Cage’s 
more obscure films, “Zandalee,” 
in which he strips down to shorts 
and rubs paint all over his body 
while screaming.

Scenes like that are why the 
producers focused on the wild-at-
heart actor, said O’Fortune. 

“He is notorious for being out-
rageous and is always completely 
watchable, even if it’s just really 
terrible,” said O’Fortune. “He’s 
always incredibly entertaining 
and so 1000-percent committed 
to his roles.”

The show concluded a three-year 
trilogy that centered on Hollywood 
royalty, honoring Burt Reynolds in 
2014 and Sean Connery in 2015.

Truly wild at heart
Burlesque tribute to ... Nicolas Cage?

(Left) Emily Vinyl performs as Cameron Poe in “Con Air” at the Nicolas Cage–themed burlesque show in Coney Island. 
(Right) Performer Fancy Feast paid homage to “The Wicker Man” in her striptease.
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By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

Attackers shot four people, killing two, 
on Monday during the early-morning 
J’ouvert parade that precedes the West 
Indian American Day Carnival — de-
spite a heavy police presence that Mayor 
DeBlasio had promised would ensure the 
event was “safer than ever.” 

Gunshots first rang out during the 
annual procession from Grand Army 
Plaza down to Prospect-Lefferts Gar-
dens around 3:45 am at Empire Bou-
levard near Flatbush Avenue in Crown 
Heights, when a gunman killed 17-year-
old Flatbush resident Tyreke Borel, and 
also hit 73-year-old Margaret Peters in 
the left arm, police said. 

It is likely one or both were innocent 
bystanders who got caught in crossfire, 
cops said.

Then at 4:14, a man shot 22-year-old 
East New Yorker Tiarah Poyau in the 
face just a block away at Empire Bou-
levard and Washington Avenue, and she 
later died in the hospital. Police arrested 
a 20-year-old on Tuesday and charged 
him with the murder.

And a gunman also shot a 20-year-
old man in the right leg near the corner 
of Clarkson and Rogers avenues in Pros-
pect-Lefferts Gardens — a few blocks 
from the official parade route — at 6:45 
am, after two groups got into a verbal spat 
and someone pulled out a 9-millimeter 
firearm, according to police. He’s in a 
stable condition in the hospital.

J’ouvert — which means “daybreak” 

Two fatally shot during J’ouvert celebrations

TRAGIC NIGHT

PEACE: A reveler at the West Indian American Day Parade on Sept. 4 shows off her plumage. See more 
from the parade on page 5.
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in French — typically attracts around 
250,000 revelers from the city’s Carib-
bean communities, most of whom enjoy a 
peaceful time dancing to steel pan bands, 
and throwing baby powder around.

But the Police Department beefed up 
its presence at this year’s celebration after 
a shooter killed an aide to Gov. Cuomo 
near the festivities last year — although 
organizers and other local leaders main-
tain that he was caught up in a melee be-
tween two gangs that had nothing to do 
with the parade itself. 

Authorities doubled the number of 
officers on the streets from last year’s 
1,700 to 3,400, installed 45 new cam-
eras and stationed 250 floodlights along 
the route, and issued organizers with 
the event’s first official permit in its 22-
year history. 

The first shooting took place near six 
light towers and 48 cops, a police hon-
cho said after the parade, but acknowl-
edged it wasn’t ultimately effective in 
stopping or catching the killer in the 
midst of a large crowd.

Now local pols and residents are at 
loggerheads over what to do next year. 
Assemblyman Walter Mosley (D–Crown 
Heights), the New York Times editorial 
board, and NY1 anchor Errol Louis are all 
calling on the city to “cancel” the event. 
But others — including Borough Presi-
dent Adams and Councilman Jumaane 
Williams (D–Flatbush) — say cracking 
down one day out of the year will never 
curb what is really a broader problem of 
gun violence in the area, and shootings 
will occur either way.

“The problem is not the celebration,” 
Williams said on Twitter. “Let’s deal with 
the systematic violence that plagues our 
communities.”

Besides, they argued in an interview 
with Louis on Tuesday, J’ouvert is much 
larger than just the parade, and includes 
block parties, barbecues, and revelers 
in bars. To stop people from partying 
in the streets, you’d basically have to 
institute martial law.

Regardless, DeBlasio says he won’t 
cancel the parade and remains confident 
police will come up with a more effec-
tive strategy for next year.

“I want to very clearly put my faith 
in the NYPD because they continue to 
succeed in stamping out violence and 
they will do even more going forward,” 
he said. 

TOWER COULD REPLACE CONTROVERSIAL 
ARABIC-LANGUAGE SCHOOL

SEE PAGE 11

Police investigate the aftermath 
of a deadly shooting following 
the J’ouvert parade.
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By Vince DiMiceli
Brooklyn Paper

Longtime Community 
Board 6 district manager 
and  legendary poker player  
Craig Hammerman joined 
Vince and Gersh of Brook-
lyn Paper Radio this week 
to discuss the brewing con-
troversy over the  decades-
old Halleck Street dumping 
ground  that no city agency 
wants to clean up.

Hammerman claimed that 
Halleck Street, named for 
legendary journalist Fitz-
Green Halleck, needs to be 
cleaned up by the Department 
of Transportation, which is 
responsible for it as it owns 

the street.
The problem lies in the fact 

that the dirt will need to be 
tested for hazardous materi-
als such as asbestos before 
any shovels touch it.

Hammerman pointed out 
that while Mayor DeBlasio 
technically lives in the dis-

trict the Hammer represents, 
he doesn’t have the mayor on 
speed-dial, even if he did this 
wasn’t a problem that could 
be solved with one phone call. 
He also pointed out Gersh and 
Vince should not take a wheel-
barrow full of dirt from the 
area in question and dump 
it on the mayor’s front lawn. 
Sage advice indeed.

Citi Bikes also made it 
into the conversation, with 
Hammerman claiming new 
Citi Bikes stations make it 
imperative that people no 
longer have to drive to the 
neighborhood famously nick-
named “no-Park Slope,” and 
instead just use the pedal-

powered service. 
The district manager also 

pointed out that local eatery 
Johnny Mac’s has the “best 
chicken wings in the city,” 
proof-positive that you never 
know what you are going to 
learn when listening to the 
show.

So take a listen today!
Brooklyn Paper radio is 

recorded and podcast live 
every Thursday at 4:45 pm 
— for your convenience — 
from our studio in Ameri-
ca’s Downtown and can be 
found, as always, on Brook-
lynPaper.com, on  iTunes ,  
on  Mixlr , and of course, on 
 Stitcher .

For more information, visit

NYC.gov/EmergencyManagement
or call 311.

Free preparedness fairs, events and workshops 
throughout the five boroughs

Family day at the Bronx Zoo on Sunday, Sept. 18
 

Family day at the Staten Island
Children’s Museum on Saturday, Sept. 24

and much more!

Join NYC Emergency Management to learn how to 
prepare for all types of emergencies.

September is National Preparedness Month!

Activities throughout September:

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

They’re in the money — and 
out of the nursing home.

The owner of beleaguered 
Park Slope old folks’ home 
Prospect Park Residence has 
finally coughed up  the $3.35 
million that he agreed to pay 
his golden-aged tenants  in ex-
change for them packing up 
and leaving so he can sell the 
building —  six weeks after it 
was due . 

But it is better late than 
never for the nonagenarians, 
who have spent more than a 
month on tenterhooks wonder-
ing whether they’ll ever have 
enough money to seek out a 
new home capable of caring 
for them in their twilight years, 
according to a long-time friend 
of one oldster. 

“It’s definitely a big relief,” 
said Nancy Richardson, a pal 
of resident Annemarie Mogil, 
who is turning 94 this month. 
“We got worried that he would 
never make the payment.”

Landlord Haysha Deistch 
agreed to the handsome sum 
in June in order to end a years-
long lawsuit over his attempts 

CASHING OUT
P’Park Residence landlord fi nally pays 
elderly tenants $3.35M he owes them

to boot the oldsters out of his 
tony Grand Army Plaza prop-
erty — but he didn’t cough up 
the cash by his July 15 dead-
line, screwing residents who 
had already put down depos-
its on new places to live, ac-
cording to Richardson.

Deitsch has been trying to 
empty the nine-story, 134-unit 
building and  sell it to invest-
ment firm Sugar Hill Capital 
Partners for $84 million since 

2014 , but the transaction stalled 
after a handful of his residents 
 refused to leave and sued to 
stay instead  — kicking off a 
long and ugly court battle that 
became mired in sideshow lit-
igation over accusations that he 
was trying to force the hold-
outs to leave by  serving them 
moldy food ,  jacking up their 
rent , and  cutting central air con-
ditioning in summer .

The property mogul blamed 

Sugar Hill for the missed pay-
ment, saying he was strapped 
for cash and intended to use 
a $7-million deposit it had 
put down on the building to 
fund the settlement, but the 
investment firm forbade him 
from dipping into the fund, 
his lawyer Joel Drucker said 
at the time.

Sugar Hill’s honchos  in turn 
accused Deitsch  of crying pov-
erty to secretly spend their 
moolah behind their backs. 

Drucker declined to say 
how his client eventually 
scraped together the dough.

The $3.35 million will still 
not go straight to the seniors — 
it’s in an escrow account man-
aged by Drucker, and they’ll 
get it if and when they leave 
the building by their own Oct. 
10 deadline.

But even then, the govern-
ment will take its share of the 
lump sum payment that’s sup-
posed to see the seniors well-
cared for in the future, accord-
ing to Richardson.

“It’s a huge big lump sum,” 
she said, “so that means there’s 
a big tax bite.”

Paying the settlement ef-
fectively paves the way for 
the building’s sale to Sugar 
Hill, but Deitsch may want 
to settle up some other law-
suits first. 

There are still  $10 million 
worth of liens on the property 
tied to a series of wrongful 
death suits  the families of late 
residents filed against him.

Has the sad saga of Prospect Park Residence finally 
come to an end? Not quite.
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Community Board 10’s Hammerman on Red Hook mess

ON THE RADIO: One bad lot



September 9–15, 2016 AWP  3Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-2500

OKTOBERFEST
September 17 - 

October 1
Saturdays: 9/17, 9/24, & 10/1

  •  Celebratory keg tappings
  •  Pig roasts
  •  Mug holding competitions
  •  Live brass bands

Tuesdays: 9/13, 9/20, & 9/27
  •  Oktoberfest beer tastings

Thursdays: 9/22 & 9/29
German Craft Beer Celebration

Beer Tastings and Keg Tapping

113 N 3rd Street, Brooklyn
718-963-3973

radegasthall.com

By The Brooklyn Paper 
Political Punditry Bureau
Brooklyn Paper

Brooklyn is headed to the polls 
once again on Sept. 13 — this time to 
decide the primaries for state reps. In 
deep blue King County, these Dem-
ocratic races will all but decide who 
takes the seat in November, so get to 
know the men and women who could 
be representing you in Albany for 
years to come. 

18th State Senate District
Williamsburg housing activist 

Debbie Medina scored an impres-
sive 42 percent of the vote against 
longtime state Sen. Martin Malave 
Dilan in the 2014 Democratic pri-
mary, and was hoping to ride the new 
wave of fervor for Bernie Sanders-
style democratic socialism into the 
seat, which covers Bushwick, Wil-
liamsburg, and Greenpoint.

But her campaign became side-
tracked by revelations  that she beat 
one of her sons when he was a kid  — 
a confession she made while plead-
ing for his life in a courtroom after 
he was convicted of killing his girl-
friend’s 3-year-old boy — which cost 
her the endorsement of the Working 
Families Parties, who backed her in 
the previous primary.

Martin Malave Dilan
• The 66-year-

old Williamsburg 
native is married 
and has three kids, 
including Bushwick 
Assemblyman Erik 
Dilan

• Parents from 
Puerto Rico

• Previously represented the area 
as a councilman for 10 years

Debbie Medina
• The 52-year-old 

Williamsburg native 
is married and has 
four kids and three 
grandkids

• Parents from 
Puerto Rico

• Has worked as an organizer at 
community housing organization Los 
Sures for 29 years

Issues:
• Both candidates are trying to con-

vince longtime locals that they are the 
true champions of struggling tenants. 
Dilan  slammed  Medina for her asso-
ciation with the New Kings Demo-
crats, a reform club created to oust 
disgraced Democratic power broker 
and former Dilan ally Vito “ Gro-

pez ” Lopez, but Dilan claims repre-
sents the young professionals mov-
ing into the rapidly gentrifying area. 
Medina hit back pointing out that he 
has accepted  tens of thousands  in do-
nations from landlords and the real-
estate industry.

Our take:
Dilan is safe. Medina put up a good 

fight in 2014 and enjoys local support 
for her tenant advocacy and amongst the 
Berner crowd, but between her high-
profile family woes and without the 
Working Families Party endorsement, 
it is difficult to imagine a better result 
than she managed in 2014.

25th State Senate District
Longtime State Sen. Velmanette 

Montgomery is facing a rare chal-
lenge from upstart Michael Cox to 
retain her 32-year post represent-
ing Fort Greene, Boerum Hill, Red 
Hook, Bedford-Stuyvesant, Sunset 
Park, Gowanus, and Park Slope. Cox, 
a former teacher and Obama staffer, 
is hoping to offer voters a fresh face 
and paint his incumbent rival as a 
dinosaur.

Michael Cox
• A lifelong 

Brooklynite, the 
31-year-old lives in 
Bedford-Stuyvesant 
with his daughter

• Worked as 
an eighth-grade 
teacher in East New York with Teach 
for America, and most recently in 
community engagement at New York 
University 

• Worked in federal politics for the 
Obama administration as an advisor in 
the United States Commerce Depart-
ment, and as a staffer for Rep. Greg-
ory Meeks (D–Queens) and former 
upstate congressman Dan Maffei

• Sits on the economic develop-
ment committee of Community 
Board 2, and is a member of Com-
munity Board 8

Velmanette Montgomery
• Originally from Texas, the 

74-year-old now 
lives in Clinton Hill, 
is married, and has 
a son

• The first New 
York state senator 
to have a baby while 
in office

• Before taking 
office, she worked as a teacher, adjunct 
professor, and day-care director 

Issues:
• Cox claims that Montgomery 

has become stagnant after more than 
three decades in office and isn’t do-
ing enough to address the growing 
disparity between the district’s rich-
est and poorest, and the education, 
housing, and criminal justice issues 
facing struggling communities.

• Montgomery is known for cham-
pioning women’s rights, and Cox is 
a dude. 

• Some voters may remember when 
Montgomery, who is black,  made city-
wide headlines by saying , “White peo-
ple don’t eat the way we do,” at a 
public meeting about the closure of 
a Clinton Hill grocery store in 2014. 
 She later apologized , but that got far 
less attention.

Our take: 
Montgomery is generally well liked 

by constituents, respected by the local 
political establishment, and will keep 
her seat. But Cox boasts an impres-
sive resume, strong local bona fides, 
and has campaigned hard, so expect 
him to make a dent and show up on 
ballots in future elections.

44th Assembly District
Assemblyman James Brennan 

abruptly announced his exit from 
Albany after 31 years represent-
ing the district — which includes 
Kensington, Windsor Terrace, Park 
Slope, Greenwood Heights, Borough 
Park, Flatbush, and Ditmas Park — 
at the end of May and was quick to 
endorse 29-year-old lawyer Robert 
“Bobby” Carroll as his successor. 
Carroll quickly amassed an envi-
able list of endorsements from 12 
other elected officials including 
local Councilman Brad Lander, 
nine political organizations, and 
16 unions. 

Brennan’s late notice also left his 
opponents — public-school teacher 
Robert Curry-Smithson and commu-
nity organizer Troy Odendhal — a 
mere week to amass the 500 signa-
tures they needed to run against Car-
roll, while others decided not to bother 
due to the brief time frame.

Robert Carroll
•  B o r n - a n d -

raised Windsor Ter-
race resident, single, 
and has no kids

• A member of 
Community Board 
7, the Park Slope 
Civic Council, and the Windsor Ter-
race Food Co-op

• The youngest person to be elected 
president of the long-running Cen-
tral Brooklyn Independent Dem-
ocrats, which his grandfather co-

founded
• His dad John Carroll ran unsuc-

cessfully against now-Mayor DeBla-
sio in the Democratic primary for a 
Council seat in 2001. His cousin is 
Bay Ridge Democratic District Leader 
Kevin Peter Carroll

Robert Curry-Smithson
• A 33-year-old 

Kensington resi-
dent who has lived 
in the district for 
three years

• Vermont na-
tive and strong 
supporter of Ber-
nie Sanders, he first felt the Bern 
in the 10th grade, when he volun-
teered for his 1998 congressional 
campaign

• History teacher at NEST+m, a 
Manhattan public school for gifted 
and talented students, where he was 
elected chapter leader of the United 
Teachers Federation — though the 
union is endorsing Carroll

Troy Odendhal 
• A 45-year-old 

lifelong Brook-
lynite who currently 
resides in Kensing-
ton with his wife 
and daughter

•  P r e v i o u s l y 
worked with community network 
Pacifica Radio, where he served as 
a correspondent for Latin America 
from 2006 to 2012

• At one time worked with the may-
or’s task force on HIV and AIDS

• Has been a member of many activ-
ist and civic groups, including Uprose, 
the Native American Youth Council, 
and Occupy Wall Street

Issues:
• The two underdogs have  both 

criticized the seamless passing of 
the torch  from Brennan to a politi-
cally-connected 20-something, char-
acterizing it in interviews as estab-
lishment cronyism.

• All three candidates are Berni-
crats with progressive reform agendas 
focused on improving public educa-
tion and cleaning up Albany, though 
Odendhal is also pitching himself as 
a working-class guy who will fight 
gentrification.

• Carroll has zeroed in on  local 
anxieties about a planned express F 
train  service skipping stops in the 
district, promising to upgrade the 
line to increase capacity.

Our take:
It’s the election Carroll was born 

to win!

BROOKLYN PAPER PRIMARY GUIDE



4  AWP  September 9–15, 2016Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-2500

Announcement
For the convenience

of our clients
Starting September
We are now open 

From 7:30 AM to 8 PM
Salon open 7 days a week til 8 pm

Tuesday - Wednesday - Thursday -Friday

For Blowouts, Cuts & Color Services

By Appointment Only

60 Henry Street 
between Cranberry and Orange Streets. 

718-222-0400

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Some jerk shoved a 63-year-
old man on Dean Street amid 
an argument over a parking 
space on Aug. 20.

The victim told police he 
was between Sixth and Flat-
bush avenues at 10:15 pm 

when he got caught in an ar-
gument with a younger man. 
Their disagreement turned vi-
olent when the goon shoved 
the driver, causing him to 
scratch his hand, cops said. 

Spooned
A vandal hurled a wooden 

spoon at through a window 
screen at a woman’s Dean 

Street place on Aug. 24.
The victim told police that 

she was inside her home be-
tween Carlton and Vanderbilt 
avenues at 10:10 pm when the 
ladle came soaring through 
her window. 

Jacked
A thief drove off with a 

woman’s Nissan Maxima she 

parked on Sixth Avenue on 
Aug. 22.

The victim told police she 
left her car near 13th Street at 
2:30 pm, and returned later 
to find an empty spot where 
her ride had been.

Cops were unable to turn 
up surveillance footage of the 
crime and the case has been 
closed without arrests, accord-
ing to police.

Loot and scoot
A burglar looted a 68-year-

old woman’s Lincoln Place 
home on Aug. 24, cutting his 
way through a window screen 
to nab her valuables.

The victim told police that 
the crook made a hole in her 
window screen and slipped 
into her house between 
Sixth and Seventh avenues 
at 5 pm. 

The thief then proceeded to 
ransack her home, taking her 
wallet and cash, along with 
her senior citizen Reduced 
Fare MetroCard.

Bad burglar
Cops busted a man for an 

alleged attempt to burglarize 
a man’s Prospect Place home 
on Aug. 28.

A witness told police he 
spotted the man enter the vic-
tim’s home between Flatbush 
and Carlton avenues through 
the front door at 4:10 pm, and 
proceed to the first floor. 
The suspect then came out-
side, paused for a moment, 
and went back in, this time 
heading to the second floor, 
cops said. 

The victim told cops he 
was on the third floor while 
all this was occurring, and 
didn’t come outside until he 
heard a strange noise on the 
second floor. That’s when his 
neighbor informed him of the 
alleged burglary attempt, and 
he chased the suspect down, 
according to police.

The alleged intruder was 
found in possession of a fake 
driver’s license, and repeat-
edly gave police false infor-
mation regarding his name 
and birth date, cops said.

— Colin Mixson

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Pipe beating
Police arrested a man for 

striking a man with a metal 
pipe on Wakeman Place and 
Third Avenue on Aug. 31, 
said police.

The victim told police that 
at 6:54 pm the two men got 
into a verbal dispute that es-
calated to the suspect striking 
the victim across the back with 
the metal pipe, said police. 
The victim suffered swelling 
and bruising to his back and 
neck, said police.

Shot fired
A criminal shot a man on 

Bay Ridge Avenue on Sept. 
3, said police.

The victim told police that 
while walking near Fort Ham-
ilton Parkway at 10:19 pm an 
unknown man shot at him and 
struck him in the arm. The 
victim was taken to Maimo-
nides Medical Center.

Sweater fight
A ruffian strangled and 

punched a man on Poly Place 

on Sept. 1 after the two argued 
about a sweater, said cops.

The two men got into a 
verbal dispute near 14th Av-
enue at 5:52 pm concerning 
the sale of a sweater. The bad-
die grabbed the victim and 
placed him into a chokehold 
while repeatedly punching 
his face, causing bruising 
and swelling. 

The brute fled on foot and 
made off with $220 from the 
victim, said police.

62ND PRECINCT
Bensonhurst —Bath Beach

String strangler
A brute viciously attacked 

a man and attempted to stran-
gle him with a shoelace on 
20th Lane on Sept. 3, po-
lice said. 

The victim told police he 
was walking toward his car 
near Shore Parkway at 1:55 
am when a man came up be-
hind him and tried to strangle 
him with some sort of string. 
Police say the ruffian then re-
peatedly punched the man in 
the face causing swelling, red-
ness, and bleeding to his face 
and mouth. 

The victim was taken to 
Lutheran Medical Center and 
a shoelace was found at the 
scene, said police.

Big heist
Thieves ransacked a wom-

an’s bedroom at her 21st Ave-
nue home on Sept. 4, accord-
ing to authorities. 

The victim told police that 
while she was at work her boy-
friend entered her apartment 
near 74th Street at 2:25 am to 
spend the night. When he went 
into the bedroom he noticed 
it was in a state of disarray, 
cops said. A gray safe con-
taining $69,940 and a Mac-
Book Pro was gone, a police 
report stated. There was no 
sign of forced entry on the 
front door or windows of the 
apartment. 

The woman said that at 2:10 
am her dog walker visited the 
apartment to walk her pooch. 
The dog walker has keys to the 
apartment, police said.

Home invader
Police arrested a man who 

they say tried to break into a 
W. First Street home on Sept. 
5 and attacked the tenant when 
he approached. 

The man attempted to 
break into the 58-year-old 
man’s home near Avenue P 
at 12:40 pm by opening a win-
dow and trying to open the 
side door, police said. 

When the alleged intruder 
was approached by the vic-
tim, he struck the man in the 
face, causing him to bleed, 
police said.

Two-on-one
Two goons punched and 

beat a man with a baseball 
bat on Bay Seventh Street on 
Sept. 1, police said. 

The victim told police he 
was near near 86th Street at 
5:50 pm when he got into a 
verbal dispute over drugs that 
got violent. 

The duo punched the vic-
tim and hit him with the base-
ball bat, causing bleeding to 
his head, neck, back, body, 
and hands. 

— Caroline Spivack

Lout shoves man over parking space
 POLICE BLOTTER

Find more online every Wednesday at
BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

It is a question of Com-
mons’ decency.

Boerum Hill event space 
the Brooklyn Commons 
hosted a talk by a 9-11 “tru-
ther” who believes the Sept. 
11 attacks and War of Terror 
are a Jewish conspiracy, out-
raging patrons and neighbors 
who picketed the event and say 
they’ll never go back.

“The Commons has made 
itself a place where bigotry 
and demonizing historically 
oppressed groups … will be 
welcome,” said Spencer Sun-
shine, a local resident and ac-
tivist who used to frequent 
the space and was thinking 
about renting it for his own 

event before the controversy, 
 first reported by blog the Jew 
School . “I won’t be patroniz-
ing anymore and I don’t think 
anyone else should.” 

Sunshine and others were 
aghast to learn Christopher 
Bollyn —  a “raging anti-Sem-
ite,”  according to  famed civil 
rights organization the South-
ern Poverty Law Center, and 
the author of two books on 
9-11 — was scheduled to 
speak on Wednesday about 
his belief that the attack was 
really the work of “the Israeli-
Zionist and neo-conservative 
cabal that controls our gov-
ernment and the media” at 
the self-described “progres-
sive” co-working space and 
cafe on Atlantic Avenue at 

Bond Street.
The leftist organizations 

that use the Commons as an 
office — including socialist 
magazine Jacobin, the Marx-
ist Education Project, and anti-
gentrification activist group 
Furee — published  an open 
letter denouncing the talk , 
while others flooded its  so-
cial media pages  with com-
plaints, including Council-
man Brad Lander (D–Park 
Slope), who  tweeted that  it 
was “highly distressing” to 
see the venue hosting an “anti-
Semitic conspiracy nut.” 

The venue owner claims 
she wasn’t aware of Bol-
lyn or his opinions when a 
third-party organizer ap-
proached her about a “cut-

ting-edge speaker” appear-
ing for the 15th anniversary 
of 9-11. But after finding out, 
refused to cancel the event, 
as she doesn’t think that’s the 
best way to confront “racist 
thinking.”

“I never intended for the 
Commons to be a safe space 
at all times,” the Commons’ 
founder Melissa Ennen wrote 
in  a statement on the venue’s 
website . “Nor was it designed 
to be a cozy cocoon for in-
tramural debate among left-
ists. From the beginning my 
goal has been to foster discus-
sion among disparate groups 
across a wide political spec-
trum.” 

Sunshine said he is all for 
different ideas, but Bollyn’s 

conspiracy theories are go-
ing too far.

“I’m happy with that space 
representing a diversity of po-
litical views but ethnic big-
otry and hatred is crossing 
the line,” he said.

Critics took their rage to the 
streets outside the Commons 
and protested before Bollyn’s 
talk, and one neighbor said he 
hopes they gave him hell.

“I am alarmed that Mr. Bol-
lyn’s outrageous, abhorrent, 
and libelous theories on 9-11 
are being presented as some-
how ‘progressive’ and I hope 
those in attendance challenge 
Mr. Bollyn forcefully,” said 
Councilman Steve Levin (D–
Boerum Hill), whose district 
office is a block away.

The truther is out there
Boerum Hill venue commemorates 9-11 with conspiracy theorist 

CALL TO ADVERTISE: (718) 260–4552
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By Alexandra Simon
Brooklyn Paper

Thousands of feather-clad 
fun-lovers flocked to Eastern 
Parkway to celebrate their 
Caribbean heritage at the 
West Indian American Day 
Parade on Sept. 4.

The carnival celebrations 
in Crown Heights and Pros-
pect Heights got off to a tragic 
start when  attackers gunned 
down two people and injured 
two others  at the pre-dawn 
J’ouvert party, but attendees 
of the day-time fete say it was 
fun for the whole family.

“I enjoyed watching my 
daughter,” said Flatbush 
dad Patrick Desir, who at-
tended the parade with his 
8-month-old daughter and 
wife. “She was dancing, 
laughing, bouncing up and 
down, and people were wav-
ing at her.”

Desir, who is of Haitian 
descent, said he and his fam-

Plume! Shake the room
Spectacular West Indian Day Parade in fi ne feather

Revelers pack Eastern Parkway with flags and feathered outfits.
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The Desirs of Flatbush made the day a family affair.
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ily mostly spent their time 
waving at the colorful cav-
alcade of dancers and floats 
blasting music to the more-
than-a-million onlookers, 
and sampled the different 
Island foods on offer. 

For others, it was a chance 
to catch up with pals and sup-
port local businesses.

“I like the fact that it was 
an opportunity to see musi-
cians, see old friends, and 
make new friends,” said 
DJ Yard-Z, who spun reg-
gae and soca tunes for the 
crowds near Franklin Av-
enue. “It was very much a 
good party and a good op-
portunity for vendors to sell 
merchandise.”

The annual event started 
as a modest procession in 
Harlem in 1964, then moved 
to Crown Heights in 1969, 
where it has grown to be-
come the largest parade in 
the whole city. 

NYSUT supports our brothers and sisters of  
the Long Island University Faculty Federation. 

It’s time for LIU to treat its employees  
with dignity and respect. 

End the lockout and  
bargain for a new contract  

in good faith! 

Representing more than 600,000 professionals  
in education, human services and health care
www.nysut.org  ��Affiliated with  AFT / NEA / AFL-CIO



6  AWP  September 9–15, 2016Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-2500

Join Doctors Without Borders at our 
new interactive exhibition about the 
global refugee crisis. 

FORCED 
FROM 
HOME

© Francesco Zizola

New York Hall of Science,  
Queens, Sept 16-20
Battery Park City Esplanade,  
Manhattan, Sept 23-27

Register for a tour

forcedfromhome.org

We’re right beside you helping you get the most out of life. It’s why we’re working hard to help you 
plan for your future. Come to one of our free AARP MoneySmarts � nancial health workshops. You’ll 
get unbiased information to help you achieve your � nancial goals. Or if you’re wondering what’s next 
for you, join us for a free Life Reimagined seminar where we’ll give you tools and advice to help you 
navigate life transitions and achieve your dreams.

Hey, if you don’t think “this is right for me” when you think AARP, then you don’t know “aarp.”

Get to know us by calling 866-227-7442 or visit aarp.org/nyc

DISCOVER REAL 
POSSIBILITIES 
ACROSS 
THE FIVE 
BOROUGHS.

/aarpny

@aarpny

Real Possibilities is a trademark of AARP.

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

It is a case of rack and 
ruin.

Carroll Street residents 
had a rude awakening last 
Monday morning when they 
went outside to discover a 
Citi Bike rack had claimed 
four parking spaces be-
tween Fourth and Fifth av-
enues. The Park Slopers say 
the city couldn’t have found 
a more inconvenient place 
for the big blue bike-rental 

berth, and now they’re stuck 
driving around in circles in 
search of dwindling places 
to stow their cars.

“I’m all in favor of the 
bikes, but whoever decided 
to put them there, I don’t un-
derstand,” said block resident 
Kelley Wind. “You circle and 
circle. You can spend a half-
hour looking for a spot.”

The new docking station 
is  one of around 60 the city 
is rolling out through Park 
Slope and other neighbor-
hoods south of Atlantic Av-

Citi gripes
Slopers hate new bike rack

enue right now . 
The Department of Trans-

portation held workshops last 
year inviting denizens to sug-
gest locations for the stations, 
and unveiled the sites to Com-
munity Board 6 in October. 
This paper and other local 
media outlets also covered the 
chosen locales at length.

And yet many locals say 
they had no idea the Carroll 
Street rack was coming until 
they woke up Monday morn-
ing, and believe the city didn’t 
do enough to let them know 
about the meetings.

“I don’t know anyone 
who knew about it,” said lo-
cal Kim Felsenthal. “Often 
times, in their public hear-
ings, they have postings up 
saying there’s a hearing on 
this topic. I did not see any-
thing like that.”

The residents are now pe-
titioning Councilman Brad 
Lander (D–Park Slope) to 
lobby the city to move the 
hated rack elsewhere and re-
store their beloved parking 
spaces, according to Wind.

“We wrote Brad Lander, 
other people wrote Brad 
Lander, and we’re going to 
see if there’s any way to re-
verse it and get it moved,” 
she said.

Lander, a strong supporter 
of the Citi Bike program  who 
cut the ribbon on the new sta-
tions just last week , declined 
to comment.

Carroll Street citizens 
don’t all oppose the hub — 
at least one new resident said 
she’d been eagerly awaiting 
the authentic New York ex-
perience of finding a bank-
sponsored bike rack outside 
her door.

“When we moved, I was 
so sad Citi Bike wasn’t 
here,” said Allison Rodri-
guez, who recently relocated 
from New Jersey and lives 
between Fifth and Sixth ave-
nues. “And then, when I saw 
in the news it was coming 
to Fifth and Carroll, I was 
like, ‘Awesome!’ ”

But the Carroll Street de-
pot isn’t the residents’ only 
complaint — they argue 
there are simply too many 
docks, placed too closely 
together. 

There is another one a 
block away near Sixth Av-
enue, another at Union 
Street and Fourth Avenue, 
and a third by JJ Byrnes 
Playground, and glut dem-
onstrates poor planning on 
the city’s part, one resident 
said.

“There does not appear 
to be reasoned placement 
of the bikes in areas which 
will least inconvenience the 
neighborhood,” said Michael 
Goldberger.

Their position is at odds 
with some Community Board 
6 members,  who complained 
during the panel’s review last 
year that the city wasn’t add-
ing enough docks to the area 
and asked fo r more.

Eight-year-old Ethan Wind, pictured here with mom Kelley, is really mad about 
losing parking spaces on Carroll Street.
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I
t will be a Sunny night! 

During the run-up to the Brooklyn 
Book Festival on Sept. 18, the borough 

is lighting up with literary events — and 
the most Brooklyn-tastic of them will hap-
pen Sept. 13 at Franklin Park, with a read-
ing from finalists for the Brooklyn Eagles 
Literary Prize, which rewards the  “most 
Brooklyn”  book published in the last year. 
Six nominees will vie for the prize, which 
is sponsored by the Brooklyn Public Li-
brary, but the clearest Kings County connec-
tion belongs to “Sunny’s Nights: Lost and 
Found at a Bar on the Edge of the World,” 
about the late owner of Brooklyn’s most 
famous watering hole — Sunny’s Bar in 
Red Hook. The author hopes his book will 
help fill in any blanks about the legendary 
barkeep’s storied life. 

“He was a very widely known man, but 
in some ways he was little known,” said 
Tim Sultan, a Park Slope resident who was 
friends with Sunny Balzano for 20 years. 
“I know that there were many people who 
have their fragmented memories of Sunny, 
and in many ways this book fills in what 
people didn’t know about him.” 

Sultan — who worked as a bartender 
at the Conover Street bar for 15 years — 

but describes himself as “more of a bot-
tle opener” — spent eight years putting 
together the book, which is part memoir, 
part biography.

He based it on hundreds of hours of con-
versation with the eccentric Balzano, who 
told and retold stories from his 81-year life, 
often changing the details with each rec-
ollection, said Sultan. 

“He was a very unusual man and by no 
means a traditional interview subject,” he 
said. “He was just as good at mis-remem-
bering as he was at remembering.” 

Balzano died just two weeks after the 
book was released, but Sultan said his friend 
did not read it, and would not have done 
so — he was dyslexic and not much of a 
reader. But Sunny backed the book all the 
way, said Sultan. 

“He wanted me to write the book — he 
knew that this would be a very personal 
account of our friendship,” he said. “He 
was honored. He was not a man with any 
sense of embarrassment about anything 
he had ever done in his life.” 

Sultan will read excerpts from his book 
with help from Balzano’s close friend Robert 
Francis Cole, who voiced the audiobook. 

Other nominees for the Brooklyn Eagle 
Literary Prize reading that night include Mary 
Buser, reading “Lockdown on Rikers” about 
working at the island prison, and Tanwi Nan-

dini Islam with her novel “Bright Lines,” 
about two young women living in Brooklyn 
and Bangladesh, among others. 

2016 Brooklyn Eagles Literary Prize Fi-

nalists at Franklin Park (618 St. Johns Pl. 
between Franklin and Classon Avenues in 
Crown Heights, www.franklinparkbrook-
lyn.com). Sept. 13 at 8 pm. Free.

Surf’s up

Nada Surf is still ‘Popular’ — in Europe, 
at least.

The rock band that dominated the airwaves 
of 1996 with the teenage anthem “Popular” has 
since become a critics’ darling, releasing seven 
beloved but little-heard albums since its big break. 
But Nada Surf, who will play the Music Hall 
of Williamsburg on Sept. 17, is in the top-tier 
of rock bands across the Atlantic, says drum-
mer Ira Elliott. 

“We’ve worked really hard to cultivate vari-
ous parts of Europe,” said Elliott. “France took 
to us immediately; the French really love Amer-
ican indie rock. The fact that [guitarist] Mat-
thew [Caws] and [bassist] Daniel [Lorca] speak 
French didn’t hurt at all.” 

The group’s success there, as well as in Austria 
and Switzerland, has often sustained them when 
things were slow closer to their home. 

“At times when we couldn’t get arrested in 
the States, we could go to France and play a 22-
city tour,” he said. “And that’s the kind of thing 
that they don’t forget.”

Back in the United States, the band has come to 
terms with its more modest kind of success. 

“I think Nada Surf should be much bigger,” 
says Elliott. “I’m biased, of course. But hon-
estly, I don’t lose sleep over it.” 

The group’s latest album, “You Know Who 
You Are,” he said, is another chance for people 
to discover the band.

“Whenever you start making a record, in a 
sense you’re starting from zero,” said Elliot. 
“You put the past behind you, and here you are 
in the present.” 

He says that he and his band mates are proud 
of their body of work — from their big hit to 
their latest album. 

“It’s amazing to us that we’ve been able to 
survive this long,” he said. “We’re a 20-year-
old ‘new’ band. And we’re trying to get peo-
ple to like us!”

The show on Sept. 17 is a sort of homecom-
ing, said Elliott — when the New York band 
formed in 1992, it held a number of practices 
in the basement of what is now the Music Hall 
of Williamsburg. 

Nada Surf at Music Hall of Williamsburg (66 
N. Sixth St. between Wythe and Kent avenues 
in Williamsburg, www.musichallofwilliamsburg.
com). Sept. 17 at 8 pm. $8. — Bill Kopp

M U S I C

How sweet it is! The founders of a combination 
bar-and-bakery in Crown Heights are bringing 
their often-drunken dessert recipes to the masses 
with the “Butter and Scotch” cookbook, launch-
ing on Sept. 12 in Williamsburg. The two women 
say that they created the 
book — and the business 
of the same name — by 
taking classic recipes and 
having fun with them 
— especially with the 
book’s half-dozen reci-
pes for “Jell-ohh” shots 
that more by-the-book 
bartenders might look 
down on.

“We’re all about 
screwing things up — in a really de-
licious good way,” said Keavy Landreth, who 
lives in Bedford-Stuyvesant. “You can turn any 
cocktail into a Jell-O shot — there is zero pre-
tension and we’re going to do whatever we want 
and that’s fun.”

Landreth said that she and co-founder Alli-
son Kave started their cookbook as soon as they 
opened Butter and Scotch in 2012.

“We started working on it the day we opened 
our doors,” says Landreth. “The day we opened 
we started taking notes and jotting down reci-
pes — and it all went into the book.”

Landreth structured the book after the daily of-
ferings at the bar, dividing the chapters into brunch, 
happy hour, night, and late night recipes.

“We wanted something that represented our 
shop, and we thought it would be fun to do a day-
to-night,” said Landreth. “We have such a range 
— we’re open almost 24 hours a day, which is 
very strange for a bakery or bar.”

The cookbook rose from 75 recipes to 113 dur-
ing the writing process, incorporating breakfast 
biscuits, salted cookies, tequila-infused cakes, 
and boozy milkshakes. All types of bakers, even 
kids, will find a recipe they will want to make 
in the book, said Landreth.

“We hope that everyone — even novice bak-
ers — can figure them out,” said Landreth. “We 
definitely have some recipes that are more com-
plicated than others, but in general we gear more 
towards simplifying recipes and making some-
thing as delicious and simple and possible.”

The release party will be at the New York Dis-
tilling Company, which can hold more visitors than 
the 30-seat Butter and Scotch. Guests can sample 
recipes from the book, including Jell-O shots, the 
Honeychile Rider cocktail, and s’mores.

“Butter and Scotch Cookbook Release Par-
ty” at New York Distilling Company [79 Richard-
son St. between Lorimer and Leonard Streets in 
Williamsburg, (347) 350–8899, www.butterand-
scotch.com]. Sept. 12, 6–9 pm. Free. 
 — Alexandra Simon

Sweet words
B O O KS

Always 
Sunny’s
Book fest author celebrates 
bar owner Sunny Balzano

Terror in the park
Children’s book author and master 

of the creep R.L. Stine will read from 
his latest tale, “Young Scrooge: A Very 
Scary Christmas Story” at this outdoor 
event. Stine will field enquiries about his 
hair-raising tales after the reading. 

Brooklyn Bridge Park, Pier 1 (enter 
at Furman Street at Old Fulton Street 
in Dumbo). Sept. 13 at 6 pm. Free.

Rocks from space
Best-selling Cuban science fiction au-

thor and heavy metal rocker Yoss will host 
a discussion on the Cuban literary and 
metal scenes before taking the stage to 

perform some of his most thrashing songs. 
Tickets include a free drink and copy of 
his space opera, “Super Extra Grande.”

Issue Project Room (22 Boerum Pl. 
at Livingston St. Downtown). Sept. 15 
at 8 pm. $15. 

Kid stuff
Some of the most exciting authors 

in the kiddie book world will come to-
gether for the festival’s Children’s Day. 
Highlights will include a theatrical trib-
ute for author Ezra Jack Keats’s 100th 
birthday, a cartoon workshop, and a de-
bate to determine the most villainous 
Roald Dahl villain.

MetroTech Commons (1 MetroTech 
Center at Jay Street Downtown, www.
brooklynbookfestival.org). Sept. 17 
from 10 am–4 pm. Free.

Follow that bird!
Heather Wolf, the author behind “Bird-

ing at the Bridge: In Search of Every Bird 
on the Brooklyn Waterfront” will lead a 
tour from Pier Six to Pier One, pointing 
out avian hotspots along the way. 

Freebird Books (123 Columbia 
Street at Kane St. in Red Hook, www.
freebirdbooks.com). Sept. 17 at 9 am. 
Free. 

Book to the future
Architects, media scholars, and  

Shannon Mattern and Brooklyn Pub-
lic Library’s David Giles will discuss 
the roles of the city’s book deposito-
ries during the “Where are Libraries 
Headed?” panel discussion.

Brooklyn Historical Society (128 Pier-
repont St. at Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, www.brooklynhistory.org). 
Sept. 18 at 11 am. Free. 

Read all about it!
The third annual Brooklyn Book Festival will shine a light on the lit-

erary works that have Kings Countians turning their pages. The actual 
festival goes down outside Borough Hall on Sept. 18, but is book-
ended by many, many readings, panels, discussions, parties, and per-
formances around the borough. Here are some of the highlights to 
help you get the best-read week around. 

A view of birds’ eyes: Heather Wolf, the 
author of “Birding at the Bridge,” will 
lead a birding tour along the waterfront 
on Sept. 17.
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A light in the night: Author Tim Sultan will read excerpts from his book, “Sunny’s 
Nights,” along with Sunny Balzano’s close friend Robert Francis Cole, at Franklin Park 
on Sept. 13.
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By Caroline Spivack
Brooklyn Paper

T
hey are sending a concrete mes-
sage. 

The Cinder Block Comedy Fes-
tival will flood the bars andclubs of 
Williamsburg with a deliberately di-
verse lineup of comedians on Sept. 15–
18. The new festival  famously charged 
straight white male comedians $25 to 
apply , and everyone else $19.25 — 77 
percent. The nod to the wage gap be-
tween men and women was a joke that 
successfully attracted a more diverse 
crowd, said one organizer. 

“It was a tongue-in-cheek message 
letting minorities know they were wel-

come — and of course it worked. Com-
ics pick up on jokes that way,” said or-
ganizer Coree Spencer. “You always 
hear bookers say there’s no women out 
there applying to festivals. You have 
to wonder why that is and find ways 
to welcome different voices.”

The funny festival got hundreds 
of submissions — 64 percent from 
women, said Spencer, and settled on 
more than 100 performers for its four-
day run, with white dudes a distinct 
minority. The festival’s message of 
diversity was a breath of fresh air, 
said one of the chosen comics.

“It really is true that all the line-ups 
[at other festivals] tend to be the same 
people. So I think a festival focused on 

creating diversity in comedy is impor-
tant,” said Camille Harris, a Bedford-
Stuyvesant comic who will play three 
times during the festival.

The self-proclaimed “silly jazz 
singer and pianist” fuses bubbly lyr-
ics and jazzy rhythms in songs like 
“Kindergarten is for Communists” and 
“Spock Is Hott (A Vulcan Love Song).” 
In her stand-up, she hits topics such as 
science-fiction, word play, and music 
—  but singing funny songs is an en-
tirely different animal, she said.

“Stand-up can be like an unknown 
beast — you’re not guaranteed a laugh 
the way you usually are with songs,” she 
said. “It definitely turns the room.” 

Harris favors joyful tunes on kooky 
subjects, sometimes inspired by her life 
in Brooklyn. Her song “Baby on the 
Subway” chronicles the brief but intense 
bond that transit riders can form with 
cute babies, and she is currently work-
ing on a tune devoted to the feathered 
scourge of Brooklyn sidewalks.

“I’ve developed an extreme ha-
tred for pigeons. I think that’d make 
a great song,” she said. “It’s just re-
ally silly, I’m an energetic and silly 

person and that translates on stage 
and into the music.” 

Cinder Block Comedy Festival, 
Sept. 15–18 at various times and lo-
cations in Williamsburg (www.cinder-
blockcomedyfestival.com). $15 (one-

day pass $30, four-day pass $111). 
Camille Harris at the Champagne 
Toast Variety Show at Muchmore’s (2 
Havemeyer St. at N. Ninth Street in 
Williamsburg, www.muchmoresnyc.
com). Sept. 15 at 9 pm. $15.

Block parties!
Girl rules at comedy fest

And all that jazz: Self-proclaimed “silly jazz singer” Camille Harris 
will play three shows during the Cinder Block Comedy Festival in 
Williamsburg, Sept. 15–18.
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
Sept. 9

Shake it up
The Brooklyn Bazaar 
opens in its new 
three-floor location 
tonight! The evening 
will feature a perfor-
mance by Clap Your 
Hands Say Yeah, but 
come early to hear 
opening act Babe-
town (pictured), a 
Greenpoint duo who 
will perform Ryan 
Adams songs in the 
style of Taylor Swift, 
from their album 
“1989 is Hell.”

7 pm at Brooklyn Bazaar 
(150 Greenpoint Ave. 
between Manhattan 
Avenue and Franklin 
Street in Greenpoint), 
www.bkbazaar.com. $20.

SATURDAY
Sept. 10

Check it out
The Brooklyn Public 
Library has been lend-
ing books and sharing 
knowledge for 75 
years today. The Cen-
tral branch will cele-
brate by leading tours 
past the towering Art 
Deco doors and into 
normally off-limits sec-
tions of the stacks, 
every hour from 10 am 
to 2 pm, as well as 
offering snacks from 
Four and Twenty 
Blackbirds, a look at 
historical photos, and 
a workshop with local 
children’s book author 
Pat Cummings,  

10 am–5:30 pm Central 
Library (10 Grand Army 
Plaza at Flatbush Avenue 
in Prospect Heights, www.
bklynlibrary.org). Free.

MONDAY
Sept. 12

Strip show
Reading is hard! For-
tunately, tonight’s 
Brooklyn Book Festi-
val Bookend event is 
all about the pic-
tures! Master comics 
parodist R. Sikoryak, 
who mashes up 
comic strips and 
classic lit (pictured) 
hosts “Carousel,” an 
evening of projected 
graphic novels from 
Kyle Baker, Emily 
Flake, Jeremy 
Nguyen, and more.

8 pm at Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue 
in Park Slope, (718) 638–
4400], www.unionhallny.
com. $8.

WEDNESDAY
Sept. 14

Keep 
hustling! 
The Bust a Move 
Dance Night is spot-
lighting the most 
iconic dance of the 
disco era, so bust out 
your jumpsuit and get 
ready to do the hustle 
with the Downtown 
after-work crowd. 
Dance instructors will 
offer pointers for per-
fecting your Travolta-
esque moves!

5:30–7 pm at Willoughby 
Plaza (Willoughby Street 
at Adams Street 
Downtown, www.down-
townbrooklyn.com). Free.

THURSDAY
Sept. 15

Just Beat it 
The Brooklyn Emerg-
ing Artists in Theater 
Festival launches 
tonight, and you can  
get a sampler when 
its performers, 
including spoken 
word artist Gabriel 
Ramirez (pictured), 
Shakespeare inter-
preter Elyzabeth Gor-
man, and hoop 
dancer Jamila Young-
stedt, take over the 
Brooklyn Museum. 

7–10 pm at Brooklyn 
Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington 
Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.
org. Free.

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, SEPT. 9
ART, 29ROOMS “POWERED BY 

PEOPLE”: An immersive installa-
tion for Fashion Week, with differ-
ent rooms showcasing art, music, 
virtual reality, and more, created by 
artists including RuPaul, Lady Gaga, 
Adwoa Aboah, Michael Kors, and 
more. Free. Noon–8 pm. Refi nery 29 
(8 Ingraham St. at Bogart Street in 
Bushwick). 

THEATER, TOPLESS “TEMPEST”: An 
all-female, all-nude production of 
Shakespeare’s “The Tempest” in 
Prospect Park. Free. 5:30 pm. Pros-
pect Park’s Music Pagoda (North 
end of the Nethermead, enter at 
Ocean Avenue and Lincoln Road in 
Prospect Park). 

ART, “LANGUAGE LANDSCAPE” 
OPENING RECEPTION: An exhi-
bition of new works on paper by 
Brooklyn artist Golnar Adili. Free. 
6–8 pm. Kentler International Draw-
ing Space [353 Van Brunt St. be-
tween Dikeman and Wolcott streets 
in Red Hook, (718) 875–2098], www.
kentlergallery.org. 

ART, “TASTEMAKERS”: An exhibit 
featuring art that portrays food, 
visually or conceptually. Free. 7–10 
pm. Court Tree Collective [371 Court 
St. between Carroll Street and First 
Place in Carroll Gardens, (718) 422–
7806], www.courttree.com. 

ART, “ARCTIC, FUTURE RELICS” 
OPENING RECEPTION: Vanessa 
Albury presents her sculptural pho-
tographs of glaciers and uninhabited 
islands. Free. 7 pm. NurtureArt [56 
Bogart St. between Harrison Place 
and Grattan Street in Bushwick, (718) 
782–7755], nurtureart.org. 

MUSIC, “THE LOSER”: This one-man 
opera features a singer high above 
the empty orchestra seats, singing 
directly to the mezzanine-only audi-
ence. $35. 7:30 pm. BAM Howard 
Gilman Opera House (30 Lafayette 
Ave. between Ashland Place and St. 
Felix Street in Fort Greene), www.
bam.org. 

MUSIC, SHASTA GEAUX POP: Ayesha 
Jordan explores humanity through 
the lens of her pop singer alter-ego, 
Shasta Geaux Pop. $18. 8 pm. Bush-
wick Starr (207 Starr St. between 
Irving and Wykoff avenues in Bush-
wick), www.thebushwickstarr.org. 

CIGAR AND SPIRITS ON THE ROOF-

TOP: Kimoto Rooftop hosts a night 
with cigars rolled by hand onsite. 
Admission includes a free cigar. $10. 
8–11 pm. Kimoto Rooftop [216 Duf-
fi eld St. between Willoughby and 
Fulton streets in Downtown, (718) 
858–8940], www.kimotorooftop.
com.  

SAT, SEPT. 10
FUND RAISER, BROOKLYN TEAL 

WALK AND 5K RUN: The annual 
event raising money for ovarian can-
cer prevention hosts a non-com-
petitive walk and a timed 5K run, 
educational booths, and fun activi-
ties for the whole family. $40 ($35 
in advance). 8 am–1 pm. Prospect 
Park [Ninth Street and Prospect Park 
West in Park Slope, (917) 310–4835], 
www.tealwalk.org/brooklyn. 

MUSIC, JAZZ CONCERT AND JAM 
SESSIONS: The Brooklyn School of 
Music presents a free show. Free. 
4–6 pm. Fowler Sqaure (Lafayette 
Avenue at S. Elliott Place in Clinton 
Hill), www.faballiance.org. 

THEATER, TOPLESS “TEMPEST”: 5:30 
pm. See Friday, Sept. 9. 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN JAZZ WIDE 
OPEN 10TH ANNIVERSARY RENT 
PARTY: Support ConnectionWork’s 
critically-acclaimed jazz music series. 
With music, food, and drinks. $20. 
7–10 pm. Brooklyn Conservatory 
of Music [58 Seventh Ave. between 
Lincoln and Saint Johns plaes in 
Park Slope, (718) 622–3300], www.
bqcm.org. 

MUSIC, LEILA BORDREUIL: The artist 
performs a new piece for cello and 
double bass ensemble. $10 sug-
gested donation. 8 pm. Issue Project 
Room [22 Boerum Pl. at Livingston 
Street in Downtown, (718) 330–
0313], www.issueprojectroom.org. 

MARK MORRIS DANCE GROUP 
OPEN HOUSE: Enjoy a free sam-

See 9 DAYS on page 10

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

FRI, SEPT 9
CIRQUE DU SOLEIL — TUROK, 

THE FIRST FLIGHT: $40–$115. 4 
pm and 8 pm.

SAT, SEPT 10
CIRQUE DU SOLEIL — TUROK, 

THE FIRST FLIGHT: $40–$115. 4 
pm and 8 pm.

SUN, SEPT 11
CIRQUE DU SOLEIL — TUROK, 

THE FIRST FLIGHT: $40–$115. 
1:30 pm and 5:30 pm.

MON, SEPT 26
SPORTS, PRE-SEASON, NEW 

YORK ISLANDERS VS PHILA-
DELPHIA FLYERS: $15–$700. 
7 pm.

SAT, OCT 1
SPORTS, ESL ONE NEW YORK: 

E-sports tournament. $49. Time 
TBA.

SUN, OCT 2
SPORTS, ESL ONE NEW YORK: 

E-sports tournament. $49. Time 
TBA.

MON, OCT 3
SPORTS, PRE-SEASON, NEW 

YORK ISLANDERS VS NEW JER-
SEY DEVILS: $15–$700. 7 pm.

TUE, OCT 4
SPORTS, PRE-SEASON, NEW 

YORK ISLANDERS VS NEW 
YORK RANGERS: $15–$700. 
7 pm.

WED, OCT 5
MUSIC, EROS RAMAZZOTTI: 

$104–$200. 8 pm.

THU, OCT 6
SPORTS, PRE-SEASON, BROOK-

LYN NETS VS DETROIT PIS-
TONS: $25–$275. 7 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to 
introduce Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and the 
New York Daily News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Thursday at 4:45 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-
out segments, can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH THURSDAY AT 4:45PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, and, 
of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn Paper 
radio is the only webcast where you’ll hear 
Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira Eisen-
berg, Andrew Dice Clay, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and two-time guest Borough 
President Eric Adams.

So tune in each week live Thursdays at 4:45 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes, 
Stitcher, and Mixlr.

COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER

Check, please!: The New 
York Islanders will literally 
clobber the Philadelphia Fly-
ers during the team’s first 
pre-season game at Barclays 
Center on Sept. 26.
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Featuring Live Music, Food Demos
and other performances

www.tastewg.com
#TASTEWG 

SUNDAY, SEPT 18, 2016  
1 PM - 5 PM

EAST RIVER STATE PARK
90 Kent Ave @ North 7th Street

osood Demuring LiveFeatu e Music, Fo
mancesand othera r perform

www.ta comwww ta comastewg.c
EWG #TASTE

SUNDAY, SEPT 18, 2016  SUNDADAYAY, SEPT 18, 2016
1 PM - 5 PM1 PM - 5 PM

EAST RIVER EAST RIVERIVER STATE PARKSTATATATE PAPARK
90 Kent Ave @ North 7th Street90 KeKent AvAveve @ North 7th Street

Il SognoIl Sogno
comes to

Park Slope!
Italian & Peruvian

FUSION

Staten Island:
26 Jefferson Blvd.
718.356.7800

info@ilsognonyc.com

Park Slope:
310 5th Ave.

929.295.9790
info@ilsogno2.com

Open 7 Days for 
Lunch, Dinner and Weekend Brunch
FULL BAR: Daily Happy Hours from 4-7

Indoor and Outdoor Dining

“Elegant, Romantic, Relaxed”

FOLLOW BROOKLYN PAPER ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper

By Alexandra Simon
Brooklyn Paper

S
he’s not pulling her punches! 

A Flatbush woman will take 
on the global struggle of black 

men in a new dance piece set inside 
a boxing ring. The creator of “Por-
trait of Myself as My Father,” opening 
at the Brooklyn Academy of Music 
on Sept. 14, said that she created the 
dance piece to help her to understand 
the father she barely knew.

“I am drawing a self-portrait of 
myself embodying my father by re-
ally trying to put on my father’s shoes, 
to be in my father’s body, to become 
a man, and become masculine,” said 
dancer and choreographer Nora Chi-

paumire. “I carry my father whether 
I knew him or not.”

Chipaumire, now 51, said that she 
is of an age when she longs to un-
derstand her parents, who divorced 
when she was young (her previous 
work “Miriam” explored her moth-
er’s life). 

“It was very unusual in that gen-
eration — to grow up in Zimbabwe 
without a father,” said Chipaumire. 
“I’ve been searching to discover who 
this man was, and what is it about the 
black male that intrigues.”

During the 75-minute show, Chi-
paumire and two other performers will 
enter a makeshift boxing ring and use 
a combination of contemporary West-
ern dance moves and popular West Af-

rican dances — such as the percussive 
coupé décalé — to demonstrate how 
black men navigate a world that stereo-
types them as lazy or as hyper-sexual. 
To embody her father, Chipaumire will 
don a set of football pads — the most 
masculine clothing she could imag-
ine — and a set of gris-gris, African 
good luck charms. 

Chipaumire chose a boxing ring be-
cause the sport has been popular among 
black men who want to show off their 
strength. The ring also recalls Roman 
gladiatorial fights, she said.

“A boxing ring is a more cleaned up 
version of that arena,” she said. “His-
torically, it has also always been for 
the working poor and a sport where 
African-American men could prove 

themselves.”
The boxing ring setting will also 

help engage the audience and get them 
to invest in the characters on stage, 
said Chipaumire — one of whom will 
take on the role of the ringmaster.

“As spectators we love the pain and 
sexiness of boxing — the men duk-
ing it out and the girls in hot pants,” 
she said. “The audience will take a 
side — it becomes clear when cer-
tain people are liking certain things 
and they’ll start rooting.”

“Portrait of Myself as My Father” 
at BAM Fishman Space [321 Ashland 
Pl. between Lafayette Avenue and 
Hanson Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
636–4100, www.bam.org]. Sept. 
14–17 at 7:30 pm. $25. 

Given a fi ghting dance
Choreographer KOs stereotypes in new show

Are you ready to give back? Meet volunteers in Brooklyn and learn 
about community-building activities and service opportunities with  
the elderly, Holocaust survivors, refugees, people living in poverty,  
and others in need. Light refreshments will be served. 

WED, SEP 14, 5:30–7:30 PM, FREE

BrooklynWorks | 159 20th Street, #1B, Brooklyn
R train to Prospect Avenue

VISIT JCCMANHATTAN.ORG/ENGAGE-BROOKLYN  
OR CALL 646.505.5708 TO REGISTER

a program of volunteering + social action

PLEASE JOIN US 
ENGAGE BROOKLYN OPEN HOUSE

Engage Jewish Service Corps is generously supported by UJA-Federation of New York.

My three dads: Dancers Shamar Watt, Nora Chipaumire, and Pape Ibrahima Ndiaye will represent different aspects of Chipaumire’s 
father when they step into the ring in “Portrait of Myself as My Father,” opening at BAM on Sept. 14.
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pling of the Dance Center’s 
dance, music, and fi tness 
classes, and performances 
by the Mark Morris Dance 
Group, Student Company, 
and Urban Rhythms and 
Arts Immersion programs. 
Free. 9 am–5 pm. Mark 
Morris Dance Center [3 
Lafayette Ave. at Rockwell 
Place, (718) 624–8400], 
mmdg.org/openhouse. 

MARKET, BROOKLYN BIKE 
JUMBLE: A bicycle fl ea mar-
ket, with new and used bicy-
cles and accessories. Free to 
browse. 10 am–4 pm. Old 
Stone House-Washington 
Park (336 Third St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Park Slope), www.nybike-
jumble.com. 

ART, 29ROOMS “POWERED 
BY PEOPLE”: Noon–8 pm. 
See Friday, Sept. 9. 

ESSENCE STREET STYLE 
BLOCK PARTY: The media 
company dedicated to Afri-
can-American women holds 
a block party during New 
York Fashion Week, featur-
ing singer Ayo Jay, fashion 
shows, art, shopping, and 
more. Free. Noon–7 pm. 
Manhattan Bridge Archway 
(Water Street between An-
chorage Place and Adams 
Street in Dumbo). 

TRANSIT MUSEUM HIGH-
LIGHTS: Museum educators 
lead a tour of vintage sub-
way and elevated cars dat-
ing back to 1904. Free with 
admission. Noon and 3 pm. 
New York Transit Museum 
[Boerum Place at Schermer-
horn Street in Downtown, 
(718) 694–1600], www.mta.
info/mta/museum. 

ART, “ON THE WATER-
FRONT”: An exhibition of 
oil and pastels paintings 
of ships by Peter Eagleton. 
Free, donation suggested. 

1–5 pm. Waterfront Mu-
seum Barge [290 Conover 
St. near Reed Street in Red 
Hook, (718) 624–4719], 
www.waterfrontmuseum.
org. 

SOUTHSIDE CONNEX: An 
annual street festival cel-
ebrating the people and 
culture of the south side of 
Williamsburg. Free. 1 pm. 
[Havemeyer Street between 
S. Fourth and Grand streets 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
387–0404]. 

TALK, THE WAR ON DRUGS, 
ON-SCREEN AND OFF: 
Piper Kerman, of “Orange 
Is the New Black” speaks 
about her personal experi-
ence with the U.S. prison 
system and the drug war at 
home. Free with Museum 
admission. 2 pm. Brooklyn 
Museum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000], www.brooklyn-
museum.org. 

ART, “IWE” OPENING RE-
CEPTION: An exhibit of 
three-dimensional mandala 
works by Larry Weekes. 
Free. 4:30–7 pm. FiveMyles 
[558 St. Johns Pl. between 
Classon and Franklin av-
enues in Crown Heights, 
(718) 783–4438], www.fi ve-
myles.org. 

COMEDY, PEGASUS: A solo 
sketch comedy show writ-
ten and performed by 
Amanda Xeller. $10. 11:30 
pm. The Annoyance Theatre 
[367 Bedford Ave. at S. Fifth 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
569–7810], www.theannoy-
ancenewyork.com. 

SUN, SEPT. 11
OUTDOORS, BIRDING: The 

rangers help you identify 
fi ne feathered friends. Free. 
10 am. Fort Greene Park 
Visitor Center [Enter park at 
Myrtle Avenue and Wash-
ington Park in Fort Greene, 
(718) 722–3218]. 

FAMILY, SUNDAY STORY 

TIME: Sergio Ruzzier reads 
from the picture book “This 
is Not a Picture Book.” 
RSVP requested. Free. 11:30 
am. powerHouse on 8th 
[1111 Eighth Ave. between 
11th and 12th streets in Park 
Slope, (718) 666–3049], 
www.powerhousearena.
com. 

TALK, THE ECONOMICS OF 
MENSTRUATION: A panel 
discussion of socio-eco-
nomic perspectives on the 
feminine hygiene market. 
Free. 9 pm. The Hollows 
[151 Bedford Ave. between 
N. Eighth and N. Ninth 
streets in Williamsburg, 
(917) 587–7176], hollows.
info. 

MON, SEPT. 12
NIGHTLIFE, BROOKLYN 

BOOK FESTIVAL OPEN-
ING NIGHT PARTY: Dance 
at this opening night party 
with prizes, a special guest 
DJ, and free drinks for the 
fi rst hour, or while supplies 
last. Free. 7 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

FILM, “AFTER ADDERALL”: 
A fi lm about Stephen Elliot, 
whose life is upended when 
his novel “The Adderall 
Diaries” is adapted into a 
movie directed by James 

Franco. Free. 7 pm. Videol-
ogy [308 Bedford Ave. at S. 
First Street in Williamsburg, 
(718) 782–3468], www.vid-
eology.info. 

TALK, “ASIAN AMERICANS 
IN PUBLISHING”: A panel 
of writers, editors, and liter-
ary agents discuss stereo-
types and Asian American 
stories. Free. 7:30 pm. 
Grumpy Bert [82 Bond St. 
between Atlantic Avenue 
and State Street in Boerum 
Hill, (347) 855–4849], www.
grumpybert.com. 

READING, JACQUELINE 
WOODSON: The New York 
Times bestselling author 
presents her new novel “An-
other Brooklyn.” Free. 7:30 

pm. Greenlight Bookstore 
[686 Fulton St. between S. 
Elliott Place and S. Portland 
Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(718) 246–0200], greenlight-
bookstore.com.  

TUES, SEPT. 13
THEATER, “PHAEDRA(S)”: 

A radical reconstruction 
of the tragic Greek myth 
about a doomed queen 
grappling with an incestu-
ous desire for her stepson. 
Tickets starts at $30. BAM 
Harvey Theater [651 Fulton 
St. at Rockwell Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636–4100], 
www.bam.org. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 8

LIST YOUR EVENT…
To list your event in Nine Days In Brooklyn, please give us two 
weeks notice or more. Send your listing by e-mail: calendar@
cnglocal.com, or submit the information online at www.brook-
lynpaper.com/events/submit. We are no longer accepting sub-
missions by mail. Listings are free and printed on a space avail-
able basis. We regret we cannot take listings over the phone.

Bend and snap!: In the new show “Monumental,” opening at the Brooklyn Academy of Music on Sept. 16, 
nine dancers perform actions of corporate conformity atop tiny boxes while the rock band Godspeed You! 
Black Emperor plays live accompaniment.
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HISTORIC BROOKLYN BOROUGH HALL
BOROUGH HALL PLAZA 
AND COLUMBUS PARK 

JORALEMON AND COURT STREETS

BROOKLYNBOOKFESTIVAL.ORG

FESTIVAL DAY AUTHORS 
SEPTEMBER 12–18, 2016

M.T. Anderson
Margaret Atwood

Kyle Baker
Russell Banks

Alexandra Bracken
Libba Bray

Chester Brown
Joseph Bruchac

Tina Chang
Alexander Chee
Molly Crabapple

Maylis De Kerangal
Nicole Dennis-Benn

Andre Dubus III
Geoff Dyer

Angela Flournoy
Gayle Forman
Helen Garner

Masha Gessen 

Phoebe Gloeckner
Tessa Hadley
Pete Hamill

Faith Erin Hicks
AM Homes
Pico Iyer

Margo Jefferson
NK Jemisin

T. Geronimo Johnson
Sayed Kashua
Ben Katchor

Yusef Komunyakaa
Brett Fletcher Lauer

Marjorie Liu
Alex Mar

Ralph Nader
Joyce Carol Oates
George O�Connor
Daniel Jose Older

Darryl Pinckney
Jerry Pinto

Helen Rosner
Salman Rushdie

Esmeralda Santiago
Bruce Schneier

A.O. Scott
Karin Slaughter
Rob Spillman
Emma Straub
Peter Straub

Catherynne Valenti
Ocean Vuong

Jacqueline Woodson
Ed Yong

Monica Youn
Cecily von Ziegesar

and many more!

FESTIVAL DAY
SEPTEMBER 18 

Downtown Brooklyn

The Brooklyn Book Festival is the largest 
free literary event in NYC. The festival pres-
ents nearly 300 award-winning and emerg-
ing, national and international authors who 
participate in readings, conversations, and 
panel discussions. Experience the outdoor 
Literary Marketplace with more than 180 
local and national presses, bookstores, and 
publishers. The Festival is conveniently 
located in Downtown Brooklyn.

SEPTEMBER 12- 18, 2016 

ALL FESTIVAL EVENTS FREE
SOME BOOKEND EVENTS CHARGE ADMISSION

CHILDREN’S DAY 
SEPTEMBER 17, 2016
MetroTech Commons

BOOKEND EVENTS 
SEPTEMBER 12 – 18

Citywide

BLOOD DRIVE AT THE BUSH-
WICK CENTER: The Bush-
wick Center for Rehabilita-
tion and Healthcare and the 
Red Cross will host a blood 
drive. Free. 10 am–2 pm. 
Bushwick Center For Reha-
bilitation and Healthcare [50 
Sheffi eld Ave. in Bushwick, 
(718) 345–2273], www.red-
crossblood.org. 

TALK, AFFORDABLE HOUS-
ING INFORMATION SES-
SION FOR 535 CARLTON: 
The lottery for affordable 
housing at 535 Carlton Ave. 
is now open to house-
holds earning between 
$20,126 and $173,415. 
Get more info about the 
building and the lottery. 
Free. 6:30 pm. Teunis G. 
Bergen Public School 9 [80 
Underhill Ave. at Bergen 
Street in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 246–8080 x224], 
affordable.353carlton.com. 

TALK, LUVVIE AJAYI: The 
culture blogger serves up 
necessary advice for the 
common senseless in the 
hilarious book of essays, 
“I’m Judging You.” Free. 7 
pm. PowerHouse Arena [28 
Adams St. at Water Street 
in Dumbo, (718) 666–3049], 
www.powerhousearena.
com. 

READING, MIKE LUPICA: 
The author, a syndicated 
columnist for the New York 
Daily News and a TV an-
chor for ESPN, reads from 
his new young adult book, 
“Last Man Out.” Free. 7 pm. 
BookCourt [163 Court St. 
between Pacifi c and Dean 
streets in Cobble Hill, (718) 
875–3677], www.bookcourt.
org. 

MUSIC, A NIGHT OF SONGS: 
With Wyndham, Kinsey, 
and Maya Lazaro. Free. 8 
pm. Threes Brewing (333 
Douglass St. between Third 
and Fourth avenues in Gow-
anus), www.threesbrewing.
com. 

MUSIC, “ERASED ARCHITEC-
TURES”: Actor Steve Bus-
cemi and composer Elliott 
Sharp present excerpts of 
their collage of sound and 
words from texts by Wil-
liam Burroughs. Part of the 
Brooklyn Book Festival. $20. 
8 pm. Issue Project Room 
[22 Boerum Pl. at Livings-
ton Street in Downtown, 
(718) 330–0313], www.is-
sueprojectroom.org. 

WED, SEPT. 14
TALK, HISTORIC SHIPS OF 

NEW YORK: Step aboard 
the historic Nantucket Light-
ship and hear about the 
historic ships of New York, 
as captured by an artist’s 
eye and hand. Free. 6 pm. 
Brooklyn Bridge Park, Pier 6 
[Atlantic Avenue at Furman 
Street in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 222–9939], www.
brooklynbridgepark.org. 

READING, “FIVE BURNING 
VOICES FROM THE CARIB-
BEAN”: Jamaican writer 
Olive Senior heads a lineup 
of extraordinary, Caribbean 
writers of prose and poetry. 
Free. 6:30 pm. The Old 
Stone House [336 Third St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, (718) 
768–3195], theoldstone-
house.org. 

MUSIC, “FORTRESS OF SOLI-
TUDE”: The Bushwick Book 
Club performs a musical, 
theatrical performance 
inspired by Jonathan Le-
them’s book “Fortress 
of Solitude.” Free. 7 pm. 
Archway Under Manhat-
tan Bridge (58-80 Pearl 
St. at Anchorage Place in 
Dumbo), www.bushwick-
bookclub.com. 

MUSIC, THE LIARS’ LEAGUE 
SHORT STORY SONG-
BOOK: A selection of short 
stories performed by ac-
tors, each with a musical 
accompaniment. Part of 
the Brooklyn Book Fes-
tival. Free. 7 pm. 68 Jay 
Street Bar (68 Jay St. at 
Front Street in Downtown), 
www.68jaystreetbar.net. 

TALK, ENTER MY BELLY: Lis-
ten to chefs and restaura-
teurs talk about their food 
origins and what they like to 
eat. With Sarah Zorn, Harris 
Salat, Zahra Tangorra, and 
Peter Entner. Free. 7:30 pm. 
Grumpy Bert (82 Bond St. 
between Atlantic Avenue 
and State Street in Boerum 
Hill), www.grumpybert.com. 

COMEDY, DEVOUR HOUR 
COMEDY: A free monthly 
comedy show with free 
tacos! Featuring Bowen 
Yang, Ryan Beck, Kristin 
Manna, Shakir Standley, and 
more! Free. 8 pm. Hank’s 
Saloon [46 Third Ave. at 
Atlantic Avenue in Boerum 
Hill, (718) 625–8003], www.
exitfi ve.com/hankssaloon. 

THURS, SEPT. 15
ART, “ABSTRACT MINIMAL-

IST FUTURISM” OPENING 
RECEPTION: Artist Chris-
tian Frederick presents work 
primarily in black and white. 
A portion of proceeds will 
go to diabetes research. 
Free. 6–8 pm. The Shoppe 
[60 Broadway between 
Berry Street and Wythe Av-
enue in Williamsburg, (718) 
388–0420]. 

“SWEET READS”: Enjoy hand-
crafted pastries and locally 
roasted coffee while tal-
ented writers read excerpts 
from their work. Part of the 
Brooklyn Book Festival. 
Free. 6:30 pm. Joyce Bake-
shop (646 Vanderbilt Ave. 
at Park Place in Park Slope), 
www.joycebakeshop.com. 

READING, FIRST SECOND 
10TH ANNIVERSARY 

PARTY: Artist Faith Erin 
Hicks celebrates the comics 
publisher’s 10th anniversary.  
Free. 7 pm. Mama Says 
Comic Books Rock (306 
Court St. at DeGraw Street 
in Cobble Hill), www.comic-
srock.com. 

MUSIC, ELLIOTT SHARP’S 
VIVARIUM: The composer 
and multi-instrumentalist 
performs new work. $25 
($20 students and seniors). 
8 pm. Roulette [509 Atlan-
tic Ave. at Third Avenue 
in Boerum Hill, (917) 267–
0363], www.roulette.org. 

COMEDY, DRUNK SCIENCE 
— IGNORANCE: Three 
intoxicated comedians 
compete to present the 
best scientifi c dissertation 
to a panel of real scientists. 
This month’s topic is “igno-
rance.” $8 ($5 in advance). 8 
pm. Littlefi eld [622 Degraw 
St. between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues in Gowanus, 
(718) 855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com.  

FRI, SEPT. 16
ART, “WATERCOLOR 

SONGS” OPENING RE-
CEPTION: The Brooklyn 
Watercolor Society presents 
its newest exhibition. Free. 
5–8 pm. St. Francis College 
[180 Remsen St. between 
Court and Clinton streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
489–5200], https://www.
sfc.edu. 

TALK, ALEXANDRA KLEE-
MAN AND LIZ MOORE: 
The two authors celebrate 
the launch of their new 
books, “Intimations” (Kl-
eeman) and “The Unseen 
World” (Moore). Free. 7–9 
pm. PowerHouse Arena [28 
Adams St. at Water Street 
in Dumbo, (718) 666–3049], 
www.powerhousearena.
com. 

READING, CECILY VON 
ZIEGESAR: The “Gossip 
Girl” author celebrates the 
release of her new novel, 
“Dark Horses,” . Free. 7 pm. 
BookCourt [163 Court St. 
between Pacifi c and Dean 
streets in Cobble Hill, (718) 
875–3677], www.bookcourt.
org. 

DANCE, “MONUMENTAL”: A 
thundering choreographic 
investigation of neocapi-
talism, individualism, and 
corporate culture, to the 
music of Godspeed You! 
Black Emperor. Tickets start 
at $20. 7:30 pm. BAM How-
ard Gilman Opera House 
(30 Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene), 
www.bam.org. 

MUSIC, TAUK: The instru-
mental rock-fusion quartet 
launches its new album. 
$15 ($12 in advance). 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe 
Ave. between N. 11th and 
N. 12th streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 963–3369], 
www.brooklynbowl.com. 

SAT, SEPT. 17
FUNDRAISER, “RACE FOR 

THE KIDS”: A 5K race to 
raise cash for Big Brothers 
Big Sisters of New York City, 
follwed by special festivities, 
with a picnic and popular 
Nickelodeon characters. 
$25. 8 am. Prospect Park 
Audubon Center [Enter 
park at Lincoln Road and 
Ocean Avenue in Prospect 
Park, (718) 287–3400], www.
prospectpark.org/audubon. 

ART, DIGITAL PROJECTION 
AT THE ARCHWAY: Light 
Year presents light projec-
tion on and under the Man-
hattan Bridge. Free. 7:30–10 
pm. Manhattan Bridge 
Archway (Water Street be-
tween Anchorage Place and 
Adams Street in Dumbo). 

MODEL RAILROAD SHOW: 
Check out a huge, miniature 
realistic working N-scale 
railroad layout display, 
sponsored by Brooklyn N-
Trak Model Railroad Club. 
Free. 10 am–4 pm. Carmine 
Carro Community Center 
[3000 Fillmore Ave. be-
tween Marine Parkway and 
Madison Place in Marine 
Park, (718) 646–6509]. 

DAHLICIOUS DELIGHTS!: Cel-
ebrate the 100th birthday 
of children’s book author 
Roald Dahl, with a free 
sundae bar, games, dress-
up and crafts corners, and 
readings from Mara Wilson 
(star of the movie “Matilda”) 
and others. Free. Noon–4 
pm. Ample Hills [305 Nevins 
St. and Union Street in Gow-
anus, (347) 725–4061], www.
roalddahl.com/usa. 

CELEBRATE RED HOOK: The 
third annual celebration 
is in partnership with Ikea 
and will once again offer a 
full day of music, food, fun 
and lots of activities. Free. 
Noon–9 pm. Erie Basin Park 
(1 Beard St. and Otsego 
Street in Red Hook), www.
Star-Revue.com. 

FAMILY, RAAK THE BLOCK 
PARTY: Raaka Chocolate 
hosts a day of fun with food, 
beverages, and entertain-
ment, featuring School 
of Rock Brooklyn. Free. 2 
pm. Raaka Chocolate (64 
Seabring St. between Van 
Brunt and Richards streets 
in Red Hook), raakachoco-
late.com. 

FILM, “KRUSH GROOVE” 
SCREENING AND DANCE 
PARTY: Join the dance 
party at 4 pm, then settle in 
to watch the ’80s rap classic 
“Krush Groove” at 8:30 pm. 
Free. 4–10 pm. Manhat-
tan Bridge Archway (Water 
Street between Anchorage 
Place and Adams Street in 
Dumbo). 
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ORDER TICKETS ONLINE @ www.NCTHETERNY.com
at the Fort Hamilton Army Base Theater (Photo ID Required)
101st St. & Fort Hamilton Pkwy, Bay Ridge, Brooklyn, NY 11209

Book by: Marshall Brickman & Rick Elice; Music & Lyrics by: Andrew Lippa
TICKETS: 

$25 Adults, $20 Seniors/students (21 & under), and $15 children (12 & under)
Active Military and their Families are Free of Charge

THE ADDAMS FAMILY is presented through special arrangement 
with Theatrical Rights Worldwide.

T
o everything there is 
a season, especially 
if you’re a household 

pest: A time for mice, a time 
for ants. A time to eat wood, 
a time to suck blood. And a 
time for all those roaches un-
der ovens.

No one knows this better 
than the experienced exter-
minator.

“There’s a different insect or 
problem every month,” says Sam 
Ramos, proprietor of Above and 
Beyond Pest Management in 

Rockaway Park, Queens, doing 
business citywide, but mostly 
in Brooklyn. 

If this is April, it must be 
termite season. May? Carpen-

These are the pest days of our lives

ter bees. And which pest pops 
inside in November?

Hint: It is a creature that 
was much beloved by Walt 
Disney.

How do I know all this?
I had a long, meander-

ing conversation with Sam, 
my savior. Six months ago, 
when I could no longer con-
vince myself it was my imagi-
nation that little brown things 
were running for cover every 
time I turned on the kitchen 
light, I sat down at my com-
puter and did what any full-
blooded New Yorker does at 
such a time.

I vowed never to leave a sin-
gle dish a single second in the 
sink ever again if only some-
one would come and make my 
home undepressing again.

Then I called a couple of 
exterminators I found online, 
and one of them — Sam — 
sounded positively jubilant. 

“Roaches? Piece of cake!” 
he said. 

He told me they’re easy to 
get rid of, and guaranteed his 
work for six months.

Since it is now six months 
later and I can still turn on the 
kitchen light without scream-
ing, I wondered if he’d spill the 
beans (and then carefully clean 
them up) about the rest of New 
York and its infestations.

That’s when I learned about 
the Seasons of the Pest.

Right now, says Sam, we are 

in the midst of stinging sea-
son, which began in July. But 
because this summer has been 
so outrageously hot and humid, 
he has also been getting out-of-
season calls about roaches. Not 
just ordinary roaches. 

“In 22 years I’ve only seen 
them fly once,” he told me. 
“That was maybe 15 years 
ago. And now they’re flying 
again.” 

This summer may also be 
remembered, at least by Sam, 
for its millipede and centipede 
explosion. These leggy pests 
tend to be more of an issue in 
homes made of brick, he said, 
because bricks are porous, “and 
with humidity, they actually 
sweat.” Out come their inhabit-
ants. For folks who live in brick 
houses, Sam recommends a de-
humidifier. “It’s a small invest-
ment and it’ll save your home. 
Water is the enemy.”

Once fall arrives, the sting-
ing insects drop off and in many 
places, the ants do, too. 

“But what if you have a heat-
radiant floor?” asks Sam. It’s 
nice and warm for ants, too. 
For an easy mneumonic think: 
Radi-ANT heat.

In October and November, 
rodents come in from the cold. 
Waterbugs show up, too, be-
cause that’s when the heat 
goes on. 

“Once the pipes get hot they 
can’t nest in the walls, so they 
tend to come out around the 
radiators,” says Sam. 

And then everything that 
needs to stay toasty inside does 
— for the rest of the winter. 
(Unless Sam gets there.) 

Come April, he says, “When 
one day it’s 40 and then one 
day it’s 70 and everybody puts 
their shorts on and heads to 
the park? That’s termite day,” 
says Sam. They swarm. This 

can be outside the house or — 
OMG — inside.

In May the carpenter bees 
bore into the underside of 
decks, mating as they go. And 
pretty soon it’s summer with 
the stinging things again.

The good news is that New 
Yorkers’ two biggest enemies 
— roaches and bedbugs — are 
no longer the intractable prob-
lems they were. A new poi-
son embedded in delicious (to 
roaches) gel is doubly effective: 
It kills the roaches and then 
kills (put down your fork) the 
roaches that eat them.

And after 15 or 20 years of 
trying to kill bedbugs, exter-
minators have finally come 
up with a poison that does the 
job without accidentally send-
ing the bloodsuckers scatter-
ing. Since bedbugs are gener-
ally happy right there in the 
bed, targeted killing means 
that’s where they die, and 
people don’t have to throw 
out all their belongings any-
more, because the bugs never 
scrambled away. 

I asked Sam how it feels to 
rid the city of pests. He an-
swered with a story:

He was called in to treat 
a six-story building overrun 
by bedbugs because of an ear-
lier mis-treatment (mis-treat 
and they scatter), even in the 
walls. He did the job and then, 
he moved into an apartment 
there. 

“The neighbors love me,” 
he said. “It’s like having a doc-
tor in the house.”

Seasons come, seasons go. 
But a good exterminator pas-
seth all understanding.

Lenore Skenazy is the 
author and founder of the 
book and blog Free-Range 
Kids, and a contributor at 
Reason.com. 

By Lenore Skenazy

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

The city is looking to un-
load a controversial Ara-
bic-language public school 
in Boerum Hill to a devel-

oper —  just as a real-estate 
company is reportedly buy-
ing up all neighboring lots for 
a new tower .

The Department of Educa-
tion put out a call to property 

moguls interested in getting 
their hands on the schoolhouse 
at Schermerhorn Street and 
Third Avenue that currently 
houses Khalil Gibran Inter-
national Academy high school 

— whose founding principal 
famously resigned before 
the school had even opened 
 amidst a media frenzy  and 
 accusations she sympathized 
with militant Islam  — accord-

Making a Khalil-ing
City may sell B’Hill Arabic-language school to developer

know say will likely be a new 
tower (see story on page 1), 
though Holness refused to say 
if the two were related.

Community Education 
Council 15 president Anila 
Rosario said last Thursday 
that she hadn’t heard anything 
about it, though noted the di-
rector of the Educational Con-
struction Fund had sent her a 
notice earlier that day — right 
after this paper started mak-
ing enquiries — that it had is-
sued a callout for a “develop-
er-funded mixed-use space” in 
the “Downtown area.”

The fund is a development 
arm of the education depart-
ment  that allows property ty-
coons to raze aging school-
houses for luxury towers so 
long as they include some 
learning space inside  — 

like one 59-story Manhattan 
condo building  that houses 
two schools and a Whole 
Foods Market .  

The city isn’t closing Khalil 
Gibran, Holness said, but she 
wouldn’t say if the city was 
planning on moving it for any 
construction. 

The dual-language school 
 has relocated at least three 
times  since it opened as a 
grades 6–12 facility in 2007, 
amidst complaints from  par-
ents at co-located schools  as 
well as  conservative bloggers 
who denounced the academy 
as a “madrassa” that would 
turn pupils into terrorists . 

In the school’s most fa-
mous chapter, the education 
department  pushed founding 
principal Debbie Almontaser  
to resign after she refused to 

condemn a T-shirt bearing the 
slogan “Intifada NYC” being 
sold by a group she was affil-
iated with —  though a federal 
panel later found the city had 
discriminated against her . 

The department  closed the 
academy’s middle school  in 
2011 due to plummeting en-
rollments and test scores, 
keeping only the high school, 
which now boasts 267 pupils 
and an International Bacca-
laureate program, and has 
been the source of little fuss 
in recent years. 

The building itself dates 
back to 184 and was later used 
as an infirmary in the Civil 
War. It then became PS 15, 
and later the Goldman Sachs-
sponsored Corporate Acad-
emy High School,  which went 
under in 2012 .

ing to an agency rep. 
“We released a request for 

expressions of interest to the 
development community and 
are exploring options, but have 
not committed to anything,” 
said spokeswoman Toya Hol-
ness.

The offer came around the 
same time condo-construc-
tor  Alloy Development was 
said to have been securing 
other properties on the block  
for what local leaders in-the-

My brother was recently rushed to the 
emergency room with appendicitis. It was 
painful and he had to undergo surgery. 
What, exactly, is appendicitis and how can 
I avoid it?  

The appendix is a narrow, tube-like 
organ that extends from the large intes-
tine in the lower right portion of the ab-
domen. Although it may have served a 
purpose at some point in our evolution, 
the appendix has no function in today’s 
bodies. 

Appendicitis occurs when the inner 
lining of the appendix becomes in-
flamed and infected, usually caused by 
a build-up of hardened fecal material. 

When a blockage occurs, bacteria 
quickly multiply, resulting in inflamma-
tion and infection of the organ’s inner 
tissue. Symptoms of appendicitis may 
take four to 48 hours to develop. The 
classic signs include abdominal swelling, 
fever, loss of appetite, or a dull pain in 
the abdomen near the navel that sharp-
ens as it moves to the lower right. Some 
of the early symptoms of appendicitis 
may be hard to differentiate from other 
conditions, such as gastroenteritis.   

Appendicitis is almost always treated 
with surgery to remove the appendix. 
If left untreated, an inflamed appendix 
will eventually burst or perforate, spill-
ing infectious material into the abdo-
men. A perforated appendix can cause 
an abscess (a collection of infected pus) 
or peritonitis (infection of the entire lin-
ing of the abdomen and the pelvis).  

Though there is no way to prevent ap-

pendicitis, the condition is less common 
in people with diets high in fiber. 

If you suspect that you may have ap-
pendicitis, contact your doctor. If you 
are unable to reach your doctor and the 
abdominal pain persists for more than 
four hours, go to your local emergency 
department immediately. Avoid eating 
or drinking, as this may complicate or 
delay surgery. 

by Joseph Bove, M.D., Chairman
Department of Emergency Medicine, New York Methodist Hospital

Joseph Bove, M.D.

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT SERVICES

Free bereavement support services for adults who have had a loss
(Loved one is not required to have had hospice care)

Contact our Bereavement Department at 347.226.4823
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CATERERS

Offering 
dinner, cocktail 

and 
buffet options

8015/23 13th Avenue, Dyker Heights, Brooklyn, NY 11228  718–331–2900  www.siricos.net

Back and neck pain make 
the simplest tasks nearly im-
possible.   

You may be unable to walk, 
bend, work, or drive as turning 
your head to see the car behind 
you — a function we barely 
even think about under normal 
conditions — is not possible. 
This kind of debilitating pain 
impacts the quality of life. 

It may be that you’ve tried to 
get help. You may have already 
seen doctors for traditional 
medical and chiropractic care, 
without results. Perhaps it ap-
pears the only possibility is 
surgery. 

But this is not your only op-
tion. 

Dr. James DiGiuseppi DC 
of the Spine and Disc Center of 
Brooklyn has been treating pa-
tients with these conditions for 
more than 32 years, reinstat-
ing their quality of life through 
nonsurgical treatment. No spi-
nal injections or drugs are in-
volved. Instead, he utilizes de-
compression therapy, a leading 
non-surgical, alternative treat-
ment for serious neck and low 
back pain. 

“This gentle treatment 
method has been shown to 
greatly reduce or eliminate 
back and neck pain,” says Dr. 
DiGiuseppi. “It has helped peo-
ple who are at the end of their 
rope.”

Decompression therapy ef-
fectively treats disabling low 
back, neck, and radiating leg 
and arm pain by reducing the 
pressure on spinal nerves, 
discs and joints. 

“It renders quick, effective, 
and amazing pain relief that 
enables most patients to return 
to a more active lifestyle,” says 

the doctor. “There is a 90 per-
cent success rate — and those 
are pretty good odds.”

Research to develop this 
procedure was conducted by 
prominent physicians, engi-
neers, and technicians at ma-
jor teaching hospitals, says Dr. 
DiGiuseppi, who is trained in 
these methods. The certifica-
tion course was designed by 
the leading expert in spinal de-
compression, Dr. Jay Kennedy, 
D.C., who taught doctors world-
wide and treated thousands of 
patients using a variety of de-
compression systems. To gain 
certification involves more 
than 40 hours of instruction, 
including hands-on training 
sessions, followed by certifica-
tion examinations.  

“We are pleased that we 
can serve our patients and oth-
ers in the community with ad-
vanced spinal decompression 
therapy,” says Dr. DiGiuseppi.

Decompression therapy 
begins with a series of ses-
sions that typically run three 
or four times per week. It’s all 
done while the patient is fully 
clothed, either face down, or 
face up, on the table. During 
each of these sessions, electri-
cal muscle stimulation, ultra-
sound, or therapeutic laser 
may be applied to help relax 
muscles and promote further 
healing of injured tissues, says 
the doctor. In addition, patients 
may be asked to complete spe-
cific exercises designed to help 
strengthen muscles. 

People with spinal stenosis, 
bulging, herniated, and degen-
erative discs, pinched nerves, 
and sciatica have found relief 
through this method. 

Spine and Disc Center of 
Brooklyn 7123 10th Avenue at 
72nd Street in Dyker Heights, 
(718) 833–3327. www.Spineand-
DiscCenter.com

AVOID BACK AND NECK SURGERY

Better options for back pain at  
Spine and Disc Center

162 Montague St, 2nd Fl, Brooklyn Heights
(718) 522-5555/58  Fax: (718) 522-7555
www.nanatori.com  OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

FREE
DELIVERY

$10 
MIN

Fine Japanese cuisine, 
plus full sushi bar, for 

lunch or dinner

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

A little pluck goes a long 
way!

The heart of Brooklyn’s 
folk music scene , the Jalopy 
in Red Hook, will celebrate its 
10th anniversary with a three-
day festival starting on Sept. 
16. The business started off 
small and slow, but has grown 
into a thriving community, 
said Geoff Wiley, who opened 
the Jalopy with his wife Ly-
nette a decade ago.

“Oh Lord, it was tiny, just 
the two of us running every-
thing for many years. Now 
there’s lots of us, trying to 
keep the place under con-
trol,” he said. “The first sev-
eral years we were lucky if 
we got a few people to come 
to shows, now we’re quite 
well known, a lot of people 
come.”

Their goal in opening the 
space was to revive the lost art 
of folk music, Wiley said.

“The whole point was to 
try to give people a place to 
come enjoy folk music, and 
keep folk music alive, to give 
people a place to come and 
for people to meet up and get 
bands going and get people to 
participate in that great mu-
sic,” he said. 

They Wileys first opened 
the venue in 2006 as the Jalopy 
Theatre, hosting concerts and 
music classes. Six years later, 
they expanded into the space 
next door, opening a popular 
watering hole known as the 
Jalopy Tavern.

A decade of folk
Jalopy celebrates its 10th anniversary

With 10 successful years 
now behind them, the Wileys 
would like to expand even 
more. They want the young 
music scholars of today to be-
come tomorrow’s teachers to 
keep the music thriving. 

“I really hope to see the 
place expand, and really ex-
panding the child aspect of 
the place and really hope to 
see a lot of those kids growing 
up to be in their own bands, 
teaching, and taking the place 
over — I’d like to see that 
more than anything,” said 
Geoff Wiley. 

The venerable venue has 
hosted many notable artists 
over the years, including Al-
ice Gerrard, Robert Crumb, 
Spider, John Kerner, Wayne 

and musicians will take the 
Jalopy stage to celebrate the 
anniversary, including Feral 
Foster, the Jalopy Chorus, the 
Whistling Wolves, and the 
Down Hill Strugglers. 

Eli Smith, the banjoist and 
guitarist for the Down Hill 
Strugglers, started teaching 
banjo classes at Jalopy nine 
years ago. Watching the 
space develop into a Brook-
lyn mainstay has been sur-
real, said Smith.

“I feel very good about it, 
and happy that the Jalopy has 
been successful and been able 
to survive in a ruthless soci-
ety for 10 years. I also feel 
like ‘Wow where does the 
time go?’ It’s been amazing 
to see the place come into its 
own and really develop. It’s 
hard to imagine the Jalopy 
not being there,” he said. “It 
has a history that’s now 10 
years — it’s been a part of 
the landscape here in a re-
ally vital way.”

Celebrating 10 Years of 
Music at the Jalopy [315 Co-
lumbia St. between Hamilton 
Avenue and Woodhull Street 
in Red Hook, (718) 395–3214, 
www.jalopy.biz]. Sept. 16–18, 
at various times. Prices vary. 

Henderson, Happy Traum, 
Wayne Hancock, John Co-
hen, and Sam Shepard. 

Nearly 20 different bands 

Eli Smith, from The Down Hill Strugglers, teaches 
banjo lessons at the Jalopy and will play for the the-
ater’s 10th anniversary festival.
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A couple of folk: Lynette and Geoff Wiley stood in 
front of the Jalopy Theatre in 2010.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

It is the new toast of 
Dumbo.

Diners can now get a taste 
of the swanky River Cafe and 
its million-dollar waterfront 
views without spending the 
same amount on the bill, be-
cause the iconic waterfront 
restaurant recently started 
serving breakfast.

At $18–$28 for entrees and 
$14 for a glass of orange juice, 
the menu is still a far cry from 
International House of Pan-
cakes’ prices, but it is also 
cheaper than the iconic eat-
ery’s $125-per-person din-
ner service.

The 39-year-old eatery fa-
mously requires men to don a 
suit jacket for dinner, but the 
dress code doesn’t apply be-
fore 4 pm, so customers can 
dress down to chow down on 
smoked salmon Benedicts, av-
ocado toast, and bacon-topped 

Egg-citing news
River Cafe now serving glam breakfast

pancakes in the restaurant’s 
flower-filled indoor and out-
door terraces.

But for those who still want 
to splash night-time levels of 
cash, the eatery also offers a 
caviar service for $95–$170 
per ounce.

The morning meal has been 
in the works since before Hurri-
cane Sandy put it out of business 
for more than a year, and owner 
Michael “Buzzy” O’Keeffe 
says he finally took the plunge 
this summer after years of re-
search and planning.

He sent his maitre d’ to eat 
breakfast at the city’s swank-
iest hotels and restaurants to 
scout out what makes a top-
notch ante meridiem eating 
experience, and eventually 
hopes to top them all.

“We have no intentions for 
this to be the typical New York 
breakfast place,” he said. “Our 
intention is to make this the 
finest breakfast place not in 
New York, but in the United 
States.” 

Breakfast at the River 
Cafe [1 Water St. at Old 
Fulton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 522–5200, 
www.rivercafe.com]. Mon-
day–Friday, 9–11:30 am.

Waiter Leo Augustin shows off the eatery’s fine cof-
fee silver.
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By Laura Amato
Brooklyn Paper

These wolves are out for 
blood.

The football community at 
Williamsburg’s Grand Street 
Campus is demanding the 
school remove its principal 
after the administration  sus-
pended controversial head 
football coach Bruce Eugene  
on Aug. 31.

Players, parents, and 
coaches rallied on Sept. 2 
on the steps of the Depart-
ment of Education’s Man-
hattan office in support of 
Eugene, who  led the Wolves 
to the program’s first Pub-
lic Schools Athletic League 
championship  last year. The 
group is still waiting on an-
swers regarding the suspen-
sion and called on city offi-
cials to remove school head 
Dr. William Jusino from his 
position, claiming he not only 
has it out for Eugene, but also 

Grand St. team wants principal fi red over coach fl ap

W’burg football runs interference

took money raised for the 
football program. 

“This is not a normal sit-
uation,” said assistant coach 
Christopher Legree, who was 
also suspended. “This prin-
cipal uses investigations and 
Department of Education 
rules to obscure what’s re-

ally going on in that school. 
He described this coach as a 
rogue coach. The reality is, 
he’s been acting like a rogue 
principal.”

The Grand Street Football 
Parent Coalition of Student 
Athletes released a statement 
last Thursday night, alleg-
ing that Jusino “misappro-
priated $30,000 of New York 
City Department of Educa-
tion school funds, along with 
monies turned over to the 
school.”

Eugene is not sure why 
he’s been suspended — he’s 
tried to speak with Jusino, 
but has hit a brick wall. And 
he’s not even sure when his 
hearing will occur.

“I don’t see why I was 
suspended, but whoever Dr. 
Jusino has been talking to, 
his legal department and ev-
eryone else, they must have 
told him to go ahead and sus-
pend me.”

The Wolves held a scrim-
mage on Thursday and Eu-
gene, who was sitting in 
the stands, said his team 
“looked like crap” — un-
focused without the coach 
on the sidelines. And play-
ers won’t compete in their 
week-one opener against Er-
asmus Hall without Eugene, 
many said.

“It was just an uncomfort-
able feeling being out there 
without them,” said senior 
lineman and Boston Col-
lege commit Joseph Jime-
nez. “The coaching staff, 
too, they don’t feel com-
fortable without their head 
coach. So it’s kind of like, 
why play?”

Eugene brought his team 
in for one final huddle after 
the rally, raising their hands 
together and yelling “thank 
you!” on the sidewalk. 

The school did not respond 
to a request for comment.

Boisterous Wolves head 
football coach Bruce 
Eugene, center, was sus-
pended without pay last 
Wednesday.
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For more information and to find out about our other 
great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch, call 
800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must open a Flushing Bank Complete Checking Plus account. Get the complete 
access and control you desire with a competitive interest rate and banking on-the-go with our 
Flushing Bank Mobile2 app.

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New money only. APY effective July 5. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be 
transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. A new Complete Checking Plus account 
with a $5,000 minimum initial deposit is required to receive the CD with the advertised rate. Certain fees and restrictions may apply. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance 
is $5,000. A new checking account is not required for IRA accounts. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details. 2 Flushing Bank Mobile Banking is available to all Flushing Bank online 
banking users. Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

18-Month CD

1.25%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1
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CutestCutestCutest
Pet ContestPet ContestPet Contest
We are looking for New York City’s Cutest Pet

To enter/vote and view prize details visit:

www.cnglocal.com/cutestpet

The pet with the most votes wins!

How does it work?
1. Visit CNG’s online contest page
2. Upload a photo of your Pet
3. Readers vote for the cutest pet

FREE TO
  

VOTE!

FREE TO  

ENTER!

GREAT PRIZES!

C
yclones manager Tom 
Gamboa grew up lis-
tening to Vin Scully 

on his transistor radio, so 
it only seemed appropriate 
that the legendary broad-
caster was announcing the 
Dodgers game on television 
in the skipper’s office on his 
final day with the team. It 
felt like a bookend on his 
career.

The longtime coach — 

who spent the last three 
seasons in Brooklyn — an-
nounced his retirement on 
Sept. 4 and went out with a 
bang — ejected in the fourth 
inning of the Clones’ season 
finale at Staten Island.

Gamboa didn’t mince 
words after being tossed, tell-
ing the umpire: “You must be 
f---------- me up my a--.”

The Clones skipper was 
furious after a call was over-
turned and Blake Tiberi was 
called out at first against the 
hated Yankees. Gamboa put 
on a bit of a show before he 
left, however, throwing 
equipment on the field to the 
applause of his players.

It was a flamboyant fin-
ish for the skipper, who first 
teased his retirement at the 
end of the 2015 season. 

Gamboa was on the fence 
then about coming back to 
Brooklyn, but knew, if he 
did return this summer, it 
would be his final season in 
the dugout. He made good 
on that promise and, now, 
he couldn’t be more excited 
for the next step. 

“I’ve got golf things on 
my bucket list, and trips 
with my kids and grandkids, 
things that the baseball sea-
son doesn’t allow you time 
to do,” Gamboa said.

This isn’t Gamboa’s first 

brush with his retirement. 
He was in the Angels sys-

tem in 2011 when he retired 
to be with his terminally ill 
mother. 

Although it was not a tra-
ditional retirement, he didn’t 
miss the grind of a full base-
ball season and didn’t plan 
on coming back until the 
Mets asked him to manage 
the Cyclones in 2014. And 
that turned into a three-sea-
son stint.

“I’ll miss the games,” 
Gamboa said. “I’ll be follow-
ing this team every day next 
year in the box scored. But 
what I won’t miss at all are 
the hotels and the bus rides 

Gamby’s gone: Cyclones skipper ready for retirement

when it comes to determining 
the next manager. The skip-
per hopes to see former Mets 
All-Star and current coach 

Edgardo Alfonzo take the 
helm next summer. 

“I’m hoping that because 
Fonz was a Mets star and lives 

in the area and has been with 
me for three years, and I know 
he wants to do it,” Gamboa 
said.

and the wasted time waiting 
for the game to come.”

Gamboa will be back at 
MCU Park when he serves 
as the bench coach for Team 
Israel in the upcoming World 
Baseball Classic qualifying 
rounds later this month. Gam-
boa’s close friend, Jerry 
Weinstein, is managing the 
team.

“If it was anybody but 
Jerry, I would’ve passed on 
it,” Gamboa said.

And when Gamboa gets 
back to California, he can 
look forward to time away 
from baseball.

“My mom lived to 88. 
And I’m 68. When you re-
alize that you’re not going to 
live forever and it’s dimming, 
I think everybody’s, at least 
my, priorities have definitely 
changed,” he said. 

Gamboa is hoping the Cy-
clones keep it all in the family 

By David Russell

Diamond
Dave’s
Cyclones Report

Tom Gamboa with Met Jose Reyes.
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By Caroline Spivack
Brooklyn Paper

They’re calling it a bad Sa-
maritan.

Residents of a Sunset Park 
homeless shelter claim operator 
Samaritan Village has not been 
making good on promises to 
help them find employment or 
permanent homes. Reps from 
the company — which runs 
the controversial, 150-bed 
shelter in a former hotel on 
49th Street between Second 
and Third avenues — say they 
conduct weekly workshops to 
help people living there get out 
of poverty, but several residents 
say Samaritan Village has a 
poor track record of provid-

ing the services.
“No one ever told me about 

workshops or anything at all 
like that,” said Daniel, who 
didn’t want to share his full 
name for fear of reprisal. “In 
the three months I’ve been 
here, I’ve never seen work-
shops for housing or anything 
at all like that.”

Workers meet individu-
ally with shelter inhabitants 
weekly to help them find 
housing — and they also hold 
weekly workshops to teach 
groups of residents how to ap-
ply for low-income housing 
and to assist residents with 
job-hunting, a Samaritan Vil-
lage spokeswoman said.

Six residents interviewed 
confirmed there are housing 
and employment specialists on 
site, but say they do not hold 
regular meetings and Samari-
tan Village did not avail them 
of the regular workshops.

“Where? Where are these 
workshops. They’re not here,” 
said a second man, who spoke 
on the condition of anonymity 
for fear of retribution from the 
shelter. “I’ve never heard of, 
seen, or been to any.”

Reps from Samaritan Vil-
lage and the Department of 
Homeless Services maintain 
that workshops are available 
to those living at the shelter 
and that some residents simply 

choose not to participate.
“Not every client takes ad-

vantage of these services,” 
said Lauren Gray, a spokes-
woman for the Department 
of Homeless Services. 

Neighbors on 49th Street 
say shelter residents with little 
to do  hang out in front of the 
building and harass locals  — 
and failing to provide social 
services is not helping.

“If you bring homeless 
shelters into the community, 
give them productive things 
to do,” said Carmen Toress, 
who has been lobbying op-
erators to provide job-train-
ing and housing services on 
a daily basis.

Residents say Sunset Park home not helping homeless

Shelter under scrutiny
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Planned Service Changes

FG
Sep 12 – 16
Mon to Fri
11:15 PM to 5 AM

F trains skip Bergen St, Carroll St, Smith-9 Sts, 4 Av-9 St, 

15 St-Prospect Park, and Fort Hamilton Pkwy

r Free shuttle buses provide alternate service

No G trains between Hoyt-Schermerhorn Sts and Church Av

G service operates in two sections as follows:
        1. Between Court Sq and Bedford-Nostrand Avs.

        2. Between Bedford-Nostrand Avs and Hoyt-Schermerhorn Sts, every 20 minutes.

Travel Alternatives
 ��Transfer between G and A trains at Hoyt-Schermerhorn Sts. 
 � Transfer between F trains and free shuttle buses at Jay St-MetroTech, 7 Av, or Church Av.
 � F trains stop at 7 Av in both directions.

Stay Informed
Call 511 and say “Current Service Status,” look for informational posters in stations, or visit 
mta.info – where you can access the latest Planned Service Changes information, use  
TripPlanner+, and sign up for free email and text alerts.

 © 2016 Metropolitan Transportation Authority

 


