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Your World  — Your News

Friends of Bill
Movie star Bill Murray served up shots at his son’s new Greenpoint bar on Sept. 18, and 
chaos ensued. Read all about it on page 9.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

It’s just a little street in Boerum 
Hill, you’ve probably never heard 
of it.

Honchos from a luxury hous-
ing developer petitioning the city 
to permanently close the block of 
Schermerhorn Street at Flatbush 
Avenue tried to convince members 
of Community Board 2 last week 
that the passage is a little-known 
lane they likely didn’t even realize 
was there and certainly wouldn’t 
miss driving on. But locals hit back 
that the artery to the borough’s 
major thoroughfare is already so 
mainstream.

“You don’t know it because no-
body uses it,” said Alloy Devel-
opment director David McCarty 
during a presentation on the clo-
sure on Sept. 14.

Actually, board members said, 
they were using it before it was 
cool.

“I disagree, people use it,” said 
one. “If you live in Fort Greene 
and Clinton Hill you veer right 
onto Flatbush Avenue to go south. 
[The Department of Transporta-
tion] knows that this is a vital lane 
for driving.” 

The strip is part of a triangular 
nexus called Temple Plaza where 
Schermerhorn Street and Lafay-
ette Avenue fork off Third Avenue, 
and is a popular passage for driv-
ers looking to turn onto Flatbush 
without hitting traffic lights.

But don’t worry, the develop-

Developer of new tower: Close block that ‘nobody’ uses

STREET SWEEPER

Alloy Development blocked off Schermerhorn Street between Third and Flatbush avenues 
on Sept. 17 for a street fair. The developer hopes to close the block, next to one of its 
forthcoming properties, permanently.
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ers told the residents — “Temple” 
Plaza is just a name.

“It’s a triangle and there’s no 
temple nearby at all,” said ex-
ecutive vice president AJ Pires. 
“None of you probably know 
where it is.”

It is in fact directly across the 
road from  the 100-year-old Baptist 
Temple , which is listed on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places, 
locals pointed out.

 As this paper revealed last 
month , Alloy just bought up almost 
all the properties on the block-on-
the-chopping-block, and is plan-
ning something big there. But the 
spokesmen did not mention their 
plans for the site at the meeting 
— and Community Board 2 mem-
bers seemed none the wiser, be-
traying their shocking ignorance 
of our exclusive report. 

The Alloy officials said it was 

the transportation department’s 
idea to close the street as a traffic 
calming measure — they are just 
offering their support as a “neigh-
boring property owner.”  

But an agency rep later said 
it was actually Alloy that in Au-
gust first applied to close the strip 
as part of the city’s public plaza 
program — in which under-uti-
lized streets are converted into 

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

 Beeeeeeeeeep !
Negotiations have flatlined between 

Cobble Hill residents, local pols, the 
city, and the developer of the controver-
sial plan to erect luxury housing tow-
ers on the former Long Island College 
Hospital site, and they aren’t any closer 
to reaching a compromise the commu-
nity can support since they all last met 
nine months ago, according to a local 
civic group leader.

“We haven’t spoken to Fortis [Prop-
erty Group] directly since January at City 
Hall other than to discuss with them the 
maintenance and upkeep of the parks and 
playgrounds and the sites,” said Amy 
Breedlove, president of the Cobble Hill 
Association, which was representing res-
idents in the discussions.

The various parties began peace talks 
after Fortis  unveiled its designs for glassy 
high-rises on the site  — bounded by At-
lantic Avenue and Hicks, Henry, and Am-
ity streets — in May last year, horrify-
ing residents who think it will stick out 
like a sore thumb in the low-rise historic 
’hood and overload local infrastructure 
with too many people.  

Fortis’s honchos could just go ahead 
and erect towers without the communi-
ty’s blessing, but they want to rezone the 
land to allow for bulkier buildings. That 
will require Council’s approval, and lo-
cal Councilman Brad Lander (D–Cob-
ble Hill) — whose position will set the 
tone for most other reps —  has pledged 
that he won’t support a rezoning until 
the community does .

If they can’t secure Lander’s or locals’ 
backing soon, they may just erect what 
they’re able to without Council’s okay 

— which would still include two hous-
ing towers of up to 35 stories — a Fortis 
spokesman  told Politico last month .

Lander said he hasn’t heard from For-
tis in weeks and has no updates on where 
the talks stand.

In return for locals’ support on the 
heftier housing, Fortis has been offer-
ing to include below-market apartments, 
space for a school, and more parkland 
on the properties —  while threatening 
to use a building loophole  to add an 
800-bed college dorm to the property if 
they can’t rezone — but that hasn’t been 
enough to win the residents over. 

The developer presented Lander 
with a revised plan in July, according 
to Breedlove, but the proposal was still 
too large, out of place, and didn’t in-
clude enough sweeteners to secure her 
group’s endorsement.

“There are issues regarding where 

The silent treatment
Nine months later, LICH towers talks at a standstill

the project, and City Hall is still meeting 
regularly with the civic group — though 
Breedlove said their conversations aren’t 
really making any headway.

“There is a feeling that we’re being 
heard at this point, but I wouldn’t say 
they’re very productive because we’re not 
really getting anywhere,” she said. 

The delays come amid a  federal probe  
into the mayor’s involvement into the sale 
of the hospital. DeBlasio —  who staunchly 
opposed the sale prior to taking office  — 
is close pals with Fortis’s lobbyist James 
Capalino, and rival developer Don Pee-
bles  claims DeBlasio asked him to do-
nate $20,000  to his private Campaign for 
One New York promotional fund when 
he was bidding for the site.

A City Hall rep said it is meeting with 
all of the players regularly, but refused 
to say how often or clarify the content 
of the conversations. 

“We continue to work to bring to-
gether the community, officials and the 
developer to reach a plan that serves Cob-
ble Hill’s needs,” said mayoral spokes-
woman Melissa Grace. “There are reg-
ular conversations underway.”

Fortis declined to comment.

The towers Fortis is threatening to build on the old Long Island Col-
lege Hospital site.
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things are placed and how much bulk 
and mass are next to the historic dis-
trict,” she said. 

Cobble Hill Association members 
want space for underground deliveries, 

more parkland, more open pedestrian 
corridors, and street plazas, she said.

 Mayor DeBlasio had been trying to 
keep the discussions alive  last year, fear-
ing the loss of below-market housing in 

By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

She’s movin’ on up — Downtown.
Brooklyn Bridge Park president Re-

gina Myer is leaving her post as the head 
honcho of the private organization that 
oversees the waterfront green space in 
November, when she will replace Tucker 
Reed as the chief of pro-development 
group the Downtown Brooklyn Partner-
ship. After eight years in the hot seat, 
Myer says she’s achieved just about ev-
erything she wanted to — and done a 
“tremendous” job, if she should say so 
herself — during her eight years in the 
hot seat, so when Reed announced his 
departure, she jumped at the chance to 
jump ship.

“Number one, Tucker decided to move 
on, so it was available,” she said. “The 
great news here is I’ve really done a tre-
mendous amount to transform the water-
front. Brooklyn Bridge Park is 90 percent 
finished, it’s been a tremendous oppor-
tunity for me. I’m really excited to take 
on a different job.”

Then-Mayor Michael Bloomberg first 
appointed Myer — a former City Plan-
ning Department bigwig — to oversee 
the development of Brooklyn’s Front Yard 

Parks ... and resignations
Longtime prez Regina Myer leaving B’Bridge Park

Myer presides over one of many 
heated public meetings with lo-
cals during her tenure.
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housing going up at Pier 6 — a project 
that is now under scrutiny due to Mayor 
DeBlasio’s questionable ties to the de-
veloper and its lobbyist.

Residents are now moving in to the new 
Pierhouse and One John Street luxury 
condos, while the hotel near the Brooklyn 
Bridge will open later this year.

And neighbors in tony Brooklyn 
Heights are kicking up a stink about 
what they claim is a crime spike in the 
neighborhood due to riffraff coming in 
and out of the park — including what 
many consider are racist demands to 
scrap the park’s basketball courts in fa-
vor of tennis facilities to attract a “dif-
ferent” crowd.

Myer wouldn’t speculate on the dra-
mas awaiting her next in line, but said 
one of the most important tasks will be 
to make sure the still-undeveloped space 
under the Brooklyn Bridge is transformed 
into something worthy of the iconic span, 
which she called the “crown jewel of 
the park”

“The Brooklyn Bridge is a national 
treasure and the open space underneath it 
should be treated as such,” she said.

A Downtown Brooklyn Partnership 
spokesman refused to say how much 
the group will pay Myer for the new 
gig, but Reed was pulling in $300,000 
as of 2014, according to the Real Deal. 
By comparison, her Brooklyn Bridge 
Park base salary is $190,550 a year, per 
a Crain’s report.

The mayor will announce his pick 
for the new president by the end of Oc-
tober.

in 2008, and though she’s since brought 
a luxury marina to the park, it has never 
been smooth sailing.

Back then, crews had just started raz-
ing warehouses on the old working wa-
terfront, and locals were still smarting 

from news that their new park would 
also be home to money-spinning condos 
to help finance the massive undertak-
ing, despite earlier assurances that any 
private development there would take 
the form of restaurants, lodgings, and 
sporting facilities.

Today, it is an oasis beloved by resi-
dents across the borough, who come to 
play soccer, rollerskate, catch concerts, 
dine, and scratch their heads over bizarre 
public art installations — but many are 
still really upset about the a-park-ments, 
and her tenure was marked by multiple 
lawsuits over redevelopment, heated pub-
lic meetings, and accusations she and 
other park honchos prioritized commer-
cial ventures over community space and 
are too secretive about its finances.

It is a cross Myer admits the next pres-
ident will have to bear.

“The job always had two aspects 
— building and maintaining this park 
space, and figuring out how to finance 
it,” she said. “Being a steward of this 
park means being a steward of the mar-
itime infrastruc ture.”

Among the potential future headaches, 
locals and area pols are still fighting park 
management and the city to stop more 

See STREET  on page 4

Oar-some 
Brooklyn continues to host a wide world of sports!  Kayak polo play-
ers made a splash at McCarren Park Pool in Greenpoint on Sept. 17 
and 18 at the 2016 U.S. Kayak Polo Nationals. See more on page 
11.
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We’re right beside you helping you get the most out of life. It’s why we’re working hard to help you 
plan for your future. Come to one of our free AARP MoneySmarts � nancial health workshops. You’ll 
get unbiased information to help you achieve your � nancial goals. Or if you’re wondering what’s next 
for you, join us for a free Life Reimagined seminar where we’ll give you tools and advice to help you 
navigate life transitions and achieve your dreams.

Hey, if you don’t think “this is right for me” when you think AARP, then you don’t know “aarp.”

Get to know us by calling 866-227-7442 or visit aarp.org/nyc

DISCOVER REAL 
POSSIBILITIES 
ACROSS 
THE FIVE 
BOROUGHS.

/aarpny

@aarpny

Real Possibilities is a trademark of AARP.

By Caroline Spivack
Brooklyn Paper

The only way to curb the 
scourge of unsanctioned elec-
tronic scooters is to legalize 
them, according to Sunset 
Parkers.

Police aren’t doing any-
thing to stop so-called “e-
bike” riders from wantonly 
disobeying traffic rules, and 
the vehicles’ legality is hazy 
at best, so officials must cod-
ify the rides and start slap-
ping bad actors with tickets, 

one local said.
“The police cannot or will 

not stop them, so we want to 
legalize and regulate them,” 
said Tony Giordano, the execu-
tive director of the Sunset Park 
Restoration. “It makes them 
identifiable, so if they have a 
license plate on the back then 
the police have no excuse, they 
can say, ‘Oh this one doesn’t 
have a license plate, grab him,’ 
or ‘This one does, check that 
he has insurance.’ ”

The devices are legal to 

own, but the state Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicles will 
not let users register them — 
effectively making it illegal to 
ride them on city streets.

Creating a way to register 
the e-bikes would make it eas-
ier for police to ticket dan-
gerous operators, but it would 
also protect riders and prop-
erty owners by limiting who 
can helm such shooters and 
compelling drivers to get in-
surance, according to a rep for 
a local pol who is working on 

such legislation.
“It’s a very problematic 

issue in Sunset Park,” said 
Jeffrey Wice, special coun-
sel to Assemblyman Felix Or-
tiz (D–Sunset Park). “We’re 
approaching this from a safety 
and responsibility perspective. 
We want to make sure young 
people are limited from using 
these bikes and that adults are 
registered and insured.”

Pols introduced a bill last 
year to regulate the battery-
powered scooters as bicycles, 

but it went flat. Ortiz instead 
hopes to treat them more like 
cars.

Meantime, e-bikers are 
scooting all over town with 
relative impunity, Giordano 
said.

“These things are silent 
killers,” he said. “I’ve stepped 
out of my car at 10 pm and sud-
denly something just blew past 
me at 30 miles per hour.”

The 72nd Precinct did 
not return requests for com-
ment.

Renegade wheels on loose
Stopping e-bikes would be easier if they were legal, S’Parkers say

A delivery man rides his electric bike on the sidewalk on 52nd Street between 
Seventh and Eighth avenues.
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By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

They primed the pump!
Brooklyn Botanic Garden 

bigwigs unveiled a sprawling 
new wetlands area on Sept. 
15 — part of the park’s inno-
vative new water circulation 
system that its honchos claim 
will save more than 21 million 
gallons of H20 per year. 

Forgoing the standard rib-
bon-cutting ceremony, offi-
cials unveiled the Shelby 
White and Leon Levy Wa-
ter Garden by pouring buck-

ets of water into its pond and 
releasing a turtle to make its 
new home there.

The garden is an attrac-
tion in its own right, offer-
ing one-and-a-half football 
fields’ worth of space con-
taining thousands of new 
trees, shrubs, bulbs, ferns, 
and unusual species of flora 
including the black tupelo 
tree, which blazes a vibrant 
red in the fall.

But the green space is also 
the first phase of a system that  
circulates liquid around other 

water features in the park — 
including the pond in the be-
loved Japanese garden — via 
a series of brooks and under-
ground pumps.

It will give garden staff a 
lot of control over the park’s 
fresh water stores — includ-
ing the ability to retain liquid 
when storms hit so it doesn’t 
run off into the city’s sew-
age system.

The garden officials are 
aiming to finish the entire 
conservation system some-
time in 2018.

Making the moist of it
Botanic Garden opens new wetlands

The Brooklyn Botanic Garden unveiled a new water garden last week.
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By Caroline Spivack
Brooklyn Paper

The city must focus its 
homeless outreach efforts in 
Bay Ridge, according to lo-
cals who are reporting more 
vagrants in neighborhood 
parks and on commercial 
thoroughfares.

The down-on-their-luck 
flock to Bay Ridge because 
it is one of the borough’s 
safer nabes, but some itin-
erants are harassing Ridg-
ites, who fear their quiet 
corner of Brooklyn could 
become more dangerous 
without intervention, ac-
cording to one.

“It can be a little scary 
navigating all the homeless 
men that show up here early 
in the morning,” said Mar-
ilyn Saunders, who walks 
along Fourth Avenue to 
reach the 86th Street R 
station for work every 
day. “Sometimes I worry, 
‘Is this gonna be the day 
something happens?’ I have 
nothing against them — just 
maybe a shelter would be 
a better place for them to 
hang out.”

More locals are calling 
311 about homeless, accord-
ing to Community Board 
10 district manager Jose-

phine Beckmann.
Two-dozen people called 

311 to report someone liv-
ing on the street in 2014. 
Last year, when residents 
 reported a rise in area des-
titute , 311 received 35 calls. 
This year, the city has fielded 
133 calls, and it is only Sep-
tember, she said.

Being homeless is not il-
legal, and concerned citi-
zens can call 311 to report 
homeless encampments or 
individuals who outreach 
organizations can offer 
help to. 

But subways are safer 
than the shelter system, 
according to one homeless 
man who has been staying 
in the Ridge.

“The shelters are awful, 
I’d rather sleep out here on 
the street,” said Eric, who 
declined to give his full 
name because he’s con-
cerned it would scare away 
potential employers. “I like 
it here — I feel pretty safe 
here.” 

City officials did not re-
spond to questions about 
how they will deal with the 
issue in Bay Ridge specifi-
cally, but promised that they 
are hard at work to bring 
the hard-up off the streets 
across the city.

Hitting home
Ridgites demand response 
to their homeless problem
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For more information, visit

NYC.gov/EmergencyManagement
or call 311.

Free preparedness fairs, events and workshops 
throughout the five boroughs

Family day at the Bronx Zoo on Sunday, Sept. 18
 

Family day at the Staten Island
Children’s Museum on Saturday, Sept. 24

and much more!

Join NYC Emergency Management to learn how to 
prepare for all types of emergencies.

September is National Preparedness Month!

Activities throughout September:

featuring:

RetroFitness.com/BrooklynNYParkSlopeSouth

718-303-2629
- or -

CARDIO THEATER

FREE WEIGHTS CARDIO

SMOOTHIE BAR

Work Out With Beautiful Views Of 
the ONE WORLD TRADE CENTER!

JOIN ONE! ACCESS TO ALL LOCATIONS!

You Will Love Our Classes!

NOW OPEN!
IN PARK SLOPE/SOUTH

Join For
ENROLLMENT
FEE!
Promo Code: 1DOWN ASK ABOUT OUR VIP MEMBERSHIPS!

16,000 SQ. FT. 

FACILITY!

FREE 378 CAR 

PARKING LOT! $19.99 per month

PLUS MEMBERSHIPS AS LOW AS

TRY US FREE!
1-DAY VIP

GUEST PASS!
PARK SLOPE/SOUTH
25 12th Street (Next to Lowes®)

718-303-2629
RetroFitness.com/BrooklynNYParkSlopeSouth

First time visitors only. Must be 18+ yrs of age and a local resident with a valid photo ID. See 
gym for details. Some restrictions may apply. See club for details. Small fees may apply. 175610-49097

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Somebody call the cops!
The manager of Commu-

nity Board 6 fears the panel 
will need police protection 
when angry Park Slopers con-
verge on an upcoming emer-
gency meeting to discuss 
controversial new Citi Bike 
stations that are taking up 
precious parking spaces in the 
area, and is considering hav-
ing New York’s Finest on hand 
to maintain the order that was 
missing at the board’s Sept. 14 
gathering — when an angry 
mob demanded something be 
done about the unwanted bike 
racks that suddenly appeared 
on neighborhood streets.

Citi Bike wasn’t on the 
agenda for Community 
Board 6’s meeting last week, 
but that didn’t stop a host of 
nearly two dozen disgruntled 
residents from attempting to 
derail the board’s pre-sched-
uled program to discuss the 
bike-rental program that was 
now taking up space in front of 
some residents’ homes.

Now, one of the board’s 
leaders says a new meeting 
to discuss the matter is on the 
horizon, and the boys in blue 
may be there to keep angry 
residents in line.

“Anytime you expect that 
many people to turn out on an 

Road rage out of control
Next CB6 Citi Bike meeting may need police protection

issue that’s likely to be some-
what controversial, you have 
to plan for it,” said Commu-
nity Board 6 district manager 
Craig Hammerman. “It would 
be irresponsible not to.”  

Foremost among the Citi 
Bike haters at last week’s 
meeting was Joseph Igneri, an 
80-year-old Cobble Hill resi-
dent who was asked to leave 
the meeting after launching 
into an angry tirade, scream-
ing into the faces of the board’s 
leadership.

“There’s no bike stand in 
front of your house, right?”  Ig-
neri yelled as he approached 
community board chairwoman 
Sayar Lonial before moving 
on to Hammerman . “Is there 
a bike stand in front of your 
house? Why won’t you an-
swer?”

The meeting ultimately got 
back on track after Lonial in-
formed those bike haters pres-
ent that discussion of any item 
not on the agenda would not be 
tolerated, although he assured 

the crowd that the board would 
address the bike racks at the 
board’s Transportation Com-
mittee meeting in October.

The board is currently 
working with Department 
of Transportation to sched-
ule a time and place to dis-
cuss Citi Bike, according to 
Hammerman. 

Meanwhile, lines are being 
drawn in the preverbal sand 
between local bike-loving and 
bike-hating factions.

The board has been flooded 
with messages from locals 
wanting to share their love 
of the bike-rental program, 
largely in response to Igneri’s 
tirade — and the video of it 
that has gone viral since the 
meeting, according to Ham-
merman.

A petition declaring enthu-
siasm for Citi Bike ironically 
appeared Sunday on the web-
site Change.org, and now has 
 more than 300 signatures . 

Pro-bike group Transpor-
tation Alternatives says it is 
sending out an e-mail blast to 
local members alerting them 
to the community board’s Citi 
Bike meeting once it’s sched-
uled, in hopes of ensuring a 
cadre of bike lovers show up 
to oppose the haters, accord-
ing to the organization’s dep-
uty director.

“We have a large member-
ship and supporter base, some-
thing like 150,000 New York-
ers that care about safe street 
issues and whenever there’s a 
topic on a community board 
agenda related to safe streets 
and bikes, we as a courtesy let 
our membership know about,” 
said Caroline Samponaro.

And there to greet them, of 
course, will be the cops.

It wouldn’t be the first time 
police showed up at a Com-
munity Board 6 meeting that 
had the chance of  breaking out 
into a hockey game , Hammer-
man noted. In fact, in the not-
too-distant past, security was 
on hand to make sure things 
didn’t get out of order.

“When we were hosting 
meetings to discuss the Bar-
clays Center, ground rules were 
stated up front and we had a 
police presence,” he said.

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

A 12-year-old boy went to 
the hospital in critical coni-
tion after a driver hit him as 
he was cycling in Kensington 
on the morning of Sept. 14, 
sending the youngster hurling 
to the pavement and shatter-
ing his helmet to smithereens, 
according to police.

The kid was riding towards 
Dome Playground on the side-
walk of Courtelyou Road at 
around 6:40 am when he tried 
to ride across Dahill Road 
on a red light, according to 

Child cyclist hit in crash

This Citi Bike stop on Carroll Street between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues has particularly angered some 
Park Slopers.
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police.
As the boy was crossing, 

the driver of a Lexus GS 
350 — who police say had 

a green light — struck the 
youth with his driver-side 
bumper, throwing him to 
the asphalt, and the impact 
smashed his helmet into sev-
eral pieces, photos of the af-
termath show.  

Emergency responders 
found him lying on the pave-
ment with a severe head injury 
and rushed him to Maimo-
nides Medical Center in criti-
cal condition, cops said.

The driver remained on 
the scene and police say they 
haven’t arrested him or is-
sued any summonses. 

The boy’s helmet was 
shattered.
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84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Police arrested a man who 
they say sped off after he al-
legedly ran over a cop with an 
all-terrain vehicle on Hicks 
Street on Sept. 17.

The suspect was riding 
his unregistered Yamaha ve-
hicle near Old Fulton Street 
at 5:15 pm, causing cars to 
swerve to avoid a collision, 
police said. 

An officer responded to the 
trouble, but the suspect then 
smashed into him, causing the 
cop to loose control of his two-
wheeled police scooter and 
fall on the pavement. 

The suspect then ran over 
the officer with his vehicle, 
making no effort to avoid 
the officer as he was lying 
on the ground, according to 
a report. 

Police later apprehended 
the suspect, who they say was 
also in possession of mari-
juana, in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant.

Followed
Three teen delinquents 

robbed a 14-year-old boy at 
knifepoint on Dean Street on 
Sept. 13.

The trio followed the vic-
tim to his doorstep as he was 
walking home from the Ber-
gen Street train station at 3:15 

pm, where one of the nogood-
niks snarled, “Give me your 
f------ phone or I’ll shoot you,” 
and proceeded to take a knife 
out of his hoodie, according to 
a report. The victim handed 
over his phone and the louts 
ran off, authorities said.

Book it
A thief swiped a student’s 

wallet from a table at a Metro-
Tech library on Sept. 13.

The pupil told authorities 
he was studying in the book 
depository near Jay Street at 
5 pm and left his wallet on 
the table for a minute while 
he walked away. 

But when he returned, it 
had vanished, said a report.

Bike bandit
Some sneak stole a pricey 

bicycle chained up on Bergen 
Street on Sept. 12.

The owner had locked 
up his Gray VanMoof two-
wheeler near Court Street, but 
when he returned to give it 
a ride at 7 pm, it was gone, 
said authorities. 

Bad sports
A crew of teen troublemak-

ers ripped off an assortment 
of jerseys and shirts from 
an Atlantic Avenue store on 
Sept. 16.

The shopkeeper told police 
he was helping other custom-
ers when several scofflaws 
wearing sport jerseys removed 
the duds and fled.

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Heartless 
Three cold-hearted crooks 

stole an 11-year-old girl’s 
necklace right off her neck on 
Park Avenue on Sept. 12.

The victim’s mother told 
police her daughter was 
strolling to school near N. 
Oxford Street at 8 am when 
two women and one man ap-
proached her. 

One of the ladies dis-
tracted the girl by asking if 
she was new in the area, and 
the man then went behind the 
youngster, lifted up her shirt, 
snatched her necklace, and 
fled, cops said. 

Bashed
A pair of baddies bashed 

a guy and stole his phone on 
Willoughby Street on Sept. 
11. 

The victim was near 
Fleet Place at 9:10 pm when 
the brutes struck him on the 
back of the head and slammed 
him in the face, cops said. 
The punks then took his iP-
hone 6 and fled, according 
to a report.

Delivery drama
A crew of cads knocked a 

delivery man from his elec-
tric bicycle as he was drop-
ping off Thai food on Quincy 
Street on Sept. 14.

The man was making a de-

livery near Classon Avenue at 
8:40 pm when the louts pushed 
him from his ride and rode off 
with it, authorities said.

Teenage trauma
Police arrested a woman 

who they say stole a 14-year-
old girl’s phone from her hands 
as she waited at a Myrtle Ave-
nue bus stop on Sept. 15. 

The teen was waiting with 
her younger sister at the stop 
by Washington Park at 3:26 
pm when the 24-year-old 
woman approached her and 
allegedly grabbed her iPhone, 
a report said 

She then tried to snatch the 
younger sister’s phone as well, 
but her kiddie theft was foiled, 
police reported. 

Wrong way
A trickster stole a wom-

an’s wallet and phone as he 
distracted her by asking for 
directions on Greene Avenue 
on Sept. 18.

The woman was on her way 
to work near Carlton Avenue 
at 6:50 am when the scammer 
approached her and asked for 
directions. But instead of tak-
ing the right way, the dirt-
bag took her wallet and iP-

hone from inside her purse 
and fled in a gray Jeep Lib-
erty. — Lauren Gill

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Piece of the pie
A thief wormed his way 

into the storage room of a 
Dean Street apartment build-
ing on Sept. 4, where he stole 
a bike piece by piece.

The victim told police that 
he left his bike within a stor-
age room in the rental complex 
between Carlton and Vander-
bilt avenues at 8 pm, and re-
turned the next day to find ev-
erything but the front wheel 
was missing.

Parcel perp
Police arrested a 41-year-

old man for allegedly steal-
ing packages off the steps of 
a man’s Lincoln Place home 
on Aug. 14 and Sept. 3.

The victim told police 
that, on both occasions, he 
and his family had been 
away from their home be-
tween Sixth and Seventh 
avenues, only to return and 
find he was missing pack-

ages listed as delivered. 
It was only after the vic-

tim checked his surveillance 
feed that he spotted the sus-
pect nabbing his parcels, 
cops said.

No class
A berserk vandal damaged 

a window at a Second Av-
enue plumbing supply store 
on Sept. 7.

The victim told police that 
he was inside the store be-
tween 13th and 14th avenues 
at 10:25 am, arguing with an 
irate employee over a mat-
ter of pay. 

The dispute climaxed when 
the worker lost his cool and 
damaged a window, cops re-
ported.

Meat miser
Police cuffed a 36-year-old 

man for nabbing organic meat 
from an Atlantic Avenue gro-
cery store on Sept. 8.

A rep for the market be-
tween Fort Greene Place and 
S. Portland Avenue told police 
that the suspect was spotted 
inside the store at 6:10 am, 
slipping meat into his back-
pack and waltzing past the 
register. 

Clothing crook
Cops collared a 24-year-old 

man for lifting shirts and pants 
from a Flatbush Avenue cloth-
ing boutique on Sept. 9.

The retailer spotted the 
man allegedly attempting 

to sneak out of the store be-
tween Hanson Place and At-
lantic Avenue with the apparel 
at 3:20 pm, police said.

Bad employee
A dispute between two co-

workers turned ugly when one 
punched the other on Atlan-
tic Avenue on Sept. 9.

The pair were engaged in 
a shouting match near Flat-
bush Avenue at 2:15 pm, but 
after a few nasty words were 
exchanged, one guy let his foe 
have it and socked him once 
in the face, police said.

Crack is whack
Cops busted an alleged 

crack head after he was spot-
ted inside Thomas Greene 
Playground after dusk on 
Sept. 9 with a crack pipe.

The arresting officer re-
ported spotting the suspect 
inside the park at Third Av-
enue and DeGraw Street at 
3:20 am, and discovered he 
was in possession of a crack 
pipe. 

The suspect allegedly at-
tempted to destroy the appa-
ratus after he’d been found 
out, but it was too late, cops 
said. — Colin Mixson

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Left behind 
Some scoundrel lifted a 

woman’s wallet after she left 
it at the checkout of a grocery 
store on Court Street on Sept. 
18, police said. 

The woman left her brown 
and green wallet with her So-
cial Security card, four credit 
cards, a Shop Right points 
card, and Pathmark smart card 
inside it in the store between 
Atlantic Avenue and Pacific 
Street at 1:30 pm, and when 
she went back in, it was gone, 
according to authorities. 

The crook made no charges 
and the woman cancelled all 
of her cards, police said. 

Bad luck 
A ne’er-do-well swiped 

a guy’s electronics from his 
home on Columbia Street 
while he was in jail from 
April 27 through Aug. 26, 
police said. 

The victim told police the 
jerk stole his Microsoft Sur-
face laptop and his Sony Play-
station from his home between 
Baltic and Kane streets.

Acne attack
Cops cuffed a 16-year-old 

for stealing two face products 
from a store on Court Street 
on Sept. 19. 

The teen took face cream 
and a tube of Clearasil from 
the store between First and 
Second places at 4:10 pm, po-
lice said.

Bad deal 
A nogoodnik promised to 

sell a guy his phone, but then 
just ran off with the cash with-
out handing over the goods 
on Hicks Street on Sept. 18, 
police said.

The victim told authori-
ties he had planned to meet 
up with the trickster near 
W. Ninth Street after agree-
ing online that he would buy 
the used phone for $300. But 
when the victim handed over 
the cash, the jerk just ran off 
with it and didn’t keep his end 
of the bargain, according to 
a police report. 

Butt head 
Cops arrested a 52-year-

old guy for head-butting an-
other man in the face while 
at a Court Street movie the-
ater on Sept. 13

The two got into a ver-
bal argument at the cinema 
between Douglass and Bal-
tic streets at 8:50 pm, when 
the suspect whacked his foe 
with his noggin’, cutting his 
nose and breaking his mid-
dle tooth, said cops. 

— Julianne Cuba

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Car mayhem
A galoot went for a joy 

ride in a stolen Honda Ac-
cord, collided into a parked 
car, and drove the vehicle 
onto a crowded sidewalk 
along 77th Street on Sept. 
13, said police. 

The lummox jumped into 
the car, which was running 
with the keys in the ignition, 
near Fourth Avenue at 4:25 
pm, police said. A man was 
in the passenger’s seat and 
tried to push the thief out of 
the driver’s seat, but the men 
continued to struggle for con-
trol as they made their way 
toward Fifth Avenue, in the 
process hitting a parked car, 
and jumping the curb onto a 
sidewalk, cops said in a re-
port. 

Gone in a flash
A thief made off with a 

woman’s purse after she left 
it unattended on 14th Avenue 
and on Sept. 17, said police. 

The victim told police she 
set her pocketbook down near 
86th Street at 3:30 pm and 
when she went to retrieve it, 
the bag was gone.

Scammer 
A huckster conned a woman 

out of $1,500 by pretending to 
be her cousin’s friend at her 
Ovington Avenue apartment 
on Sept. 14, police said. 

The victim told police that 
the con artist came to her 
apartment between Third 
and Fourth avenues at 8 am 
and told her he was a friend 
of her cousin’s who needed 
bail money to get out of Rik-
ers. The victim said she with-
drew the cash and gave it to 
the phony, according to a po-
lice report. 

Jewelry heist
A raider ransacked a wom-

an’s home on 67th Street on 
Sept. 15, said police. 

The pilferer entered the 
woman’s apartment between 
10th and 11th avenues at 9:55 
am through a bedroom win-
dow that was unlocked and 
stole jewelry, including a 
gold Rolex and an engage-
ment ring. The thief fled down 
67th Street on a black bicy-
cle, cops reported.

Bike burglar
A jerk stole a man’s bike 

on 97th Street on Sept. 13, 
police said. 

The victim told police he 
locked his bike with a tita-
nium lock between Marine 
and Third avenues. A witness 
saw the thief place the bike 
into the trunk of a black con-
vertible with Ohio plates and 
drive off at 9 am, according 
to police.

— Caroline Spivack
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open spaces.
Alloy wouldn’t be able to 

claim or buy air right from 
the shuttered strip to enable 
taller buildings, but it would 
gain an eye-pleasing, car-free 
entrance to its planned prop-
erty.

As a proof of concept, the 
city shut the block on Satur-
day and Alloy held a street 
fair there.

Attendees at the meeting 
were told they could show up 
then to voice any concerns 
about a permanent closure 
to the transportation depart-
ment — but no one from the 
agency was there on Satur-
day afternoon, and the Alloy 
architect running the show 
said the agency had actually 
come the day before to quiz 
people on the potential street 
shutter.

Visitors and vendors at the 
fair said they had no idea it 
was related to a full-time clo-
sure plan, but several said they 
liked the idea nonetheless.

“I think traffic calming is 
really good in general and this 
is a neighborhood that needs 
it,” said Andrew Page, who 
has worked at nearby gallery 
Urban Glass for 10 years. “I’m 
open to taking back turf from 
the cars.”

The department doesn’t ac-
tually know how many driv-
ers use the strip currently and 
will now need to conduct a 
study if it pursues the closure 
plan. But an agency bigwig 
threw her support behind it 
at Wednesday’s meeting, ar-
guing it would keep pedestri-
ans safer.

“When you close this lane 
it makes it safer for pedestri-
ans to cross,” said Borough 
Planner Abigail Ikner. 

Since 2012, eight drivers 
have crashed at the intersec-
tion of Schermerhorn Street 
and Flatbush Avenue, and 16 
at Third Avenue, with one per-
son injured — a driver — in 
total, according to Police De-
partment data. 

— with Ruth Brown

Continued from page 1
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Police: Suspect ran over offi cer with all-terrain vehicle
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“A
dam Ruins Everything” — 
except this.

Comedian Adam Conover 
will take on the upcoming presiden-
tial election in a Sept. 25 live perfor-
mance at Gowanus’s Bell House. The 
gig will still use the name of his afore-
mentioned Tru TV show, but the fun-
ny-man admits people’s opinion of the 
showdown between Donald Trump and 
Hillary Clinton can’t sink much lower, 
and instead he’ll actually be trying to 
make the 2016 race to the White House 
a little more palatable.

“I think it’s already in a pretty bad 
place, and people already feel like it’s 
been ruined,” he said. “We’re trying to 
give people a little more understanding 
and how it works and have them leave 
feeling a little more hopeful.”

Conover’s  weekly television show  
is known for dropping humorous truth 
bombs on misconceptions about nutri-
tion (vitamin supplements are a con), 
weddings (engagement rings are a scam), 
and forensic science (polygraphs are 
psuedoscience), and his live version 
will attempt the same during an hour-
long history of elections peppered with 
stand-up comedy and pre-recorded 
funny clips. 

The jokester is keeping the targets 
of his stage act more secretive than 
Donald Trump’s medical records on 
a private e-mail server, but did re-
veal that he plans to attack the idea 
that this year’s election and its widely 
hated candidates are uniquely awful 
in the long, sordid history of Ameri-
can politics.

“Donald Trump’s characteristics 
are hilariously found in the presi-
dents of the past,” he said. “There 
are other presidents who have been 
that big of an a------. Thomas Jeffer-
son was a jerk.”

He will also try to dispel the no-
tion that the battle for commander 
in chief is the most important day in 
American politics. While voters are 
distracted by the multimillion-dollar, 
cable-news churnalism-fueled circus 
of modern presidential elections, he 
says they’re missing the local races 

that will ultimately have way more 
impact on their everyday lives. 

“We act in this country as if there’s 
an election year once every four years. 
But the fact is there’s an election every 
year. Almost nobody votes,” he said. 
“Elections for state positions — im-
portant positions that affect our lives 
more than the presidency does but peo-
ple don’t know and don’t vote.”

Conover wouldn’t publicly back any 
candidate on the ballot, but made some 
big Trump-style promises for audience 
satisfaction alongside a Hillary-style 

vow of bipartisan laughs.
“We want to create a show for any-

one of any political persuasion, whether 
they are a Republican or Democrat, 
they can laugh and enjoy,” he said. 
“They are gonna learn and laugh a lot, 
and have their minds blown 20 times 
during the course of the show.”

“Adam Ruins Everything Live” at 
the Bell House [149 Seventh St. be-
tween Second and Third avenues 
in Gowanus, (718) 643–6510, www.
thebellhouseny.com] Sept. 25 at 7 
pm. $32. 

Extra mile

City College sociology professor William Helm-
reich walked every block in Brooklyn — many 
twice — to write “The Brooklyn Nobody Knows,” 
an urban walking guide that compiles hundreds 
of maps, photographs, and conversations with lo-
cals to provide a colorful portrait of the borough. 
Helmreich is giving upcoming talks about the 
book at the Brooklyn Historical Society and at 
Park Slope’s Community Bookstore, so we chatted 
with the author about his research — that is, cov-
ering enough ground to go from Kings County, 
NY, to King County, Texas, as the pigeon flies 
— and what makes Brooklyn tick.

Caroline Spivack: How is this book differ-
ent from other Brooklyn guides out there?

William Helmreich: You will not use this book 
to find out the marvels of Grand Army Plaza or 
all the joys of Prospect Park. You may find some 
hidden aspects of Prospect Park, but the purpose 
is not to tell you all the landmarks in Brooklyn … 
it’s to tell you about a man in Bergen Beach who 
has a collection of 1,140 stuffed toys in a tree in 
front of his house. It’s a book about the unusual 
— about the borough. It involves conversations 
with local people who live in the neighborhood. A 
neighborhood is nothing without its people.

CS: There are a number of ways you could 
have done this book. Why walk Brooklyn?

WH: Because walking slows you down. It 
forces you to look at everything. If you ride, 
you can’t see it — you’re busy driving or riding 
and you go too fast and you miss a lot of stuff. 
And there was a certain satisfaction to taking 
the world’s greatest city apart piece by piece and 
finding out what it’s really all about.

CS: Do you have a favorite experience? 
WH: Well, I don’t know if they’re favorites 

— because they’re not always pleasant — but 
let’s put it this way: They’re revealing. When I 
meet an old Italian man in Williamsburg who 
is complaining about the gentrifiers who are 
coming in and how they show no respect for the 
church, for history, and tradition, it’s one of my 
favorite encounters, because it’s one of the most 
revealing about how people who have been liv-
ing here a long time see the newcomers.

CS: What’s a neighborhood you found par-
ticularly interesting?

WH: I enjoyed East New York — believe it or 
not — because it’s so unusual. It just has certain 
things I personally found very interesting. Mrs. 
Maxwell’s Bakery has been around since 1927 on 
Atlantic Avenue. They claim they have the origi-
nal recipe for Junior’s Cheesecake and that it was 
stolen by a disgruntled employee that left them 
and went to work for Junior’s. There’s a church 
called St. Michael’s Church, and when you walk 

B O O KS

Call it a creative evolution. Psychedelic-pop 
mash-up act Dinowalrus is releasing its fourth 
album, “Fairweather” at Williamsburg venue 
Rough Trade on Sept. 25. The Brooklyn band’s 
fantastical name reflects its chimerical mix of 
funky break beats, electronic synth blips, and 
shreddy guitars, its founder said.

“It came into my head on a long bus ride in 
2005 — at that point I was just messing around 
with some bedroom stoner-metal projects. When 
this band started in 2008, we mixed up some 
earlier demos with some of the new jams and 
blended that together,” said guitarist and singer 
Pete Feigenbaum. “Plus, you can never go wrong 
with an animal band name.”

And Dinowalrus hit a sort of punctuated equi-
librium in its musical evolution on “Fairweather,” 

Fossil record
M U S I C

Shocking 
the vote!
Show challenges election wisdom5 bars screening 

the first debate
Vote 1 beer! The first presidential debate is 

on Sept. 26,  and  the only sensible way to get 
through it is by drowning your sorrows in booze 
surrounded by your fellow miserable citizens, so 
here are five watering holes around the borough 
where you can do just that.

Donkey voters 
Have a Wales of a time with the wonks in political 

club the Bay Ridge Democrats, who will be watching 
the debate at Welsh bar the Longbow Pub.

The Longbow Pub [7316 Third Ave. between 73rd 
and 74th streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 238–7468, www.
longbownyc.com], 8 pm. Free.

What a joke
Laugh away the awfulness of this election at Two 

Saints in Crown Heights, which will punctuate its de-
bate screening with stand-up sets from comedians Alin-
gon Mitra, Crystian Ramirez, Shelby Taylor, and Brian 
Rabadeau.

Two Saints [753 Nostrand Ave. between St. Johns 
and Sterling places in Crown Heights, (347) 627–8444, 
www.twosaintsbar.com], 9 pm. Free.

Stadium seating
Park Slope’s Pacific Standard has been hosting 

debate-watching shindigs since 2002, and this round 
will be no exception. The bar’s big-screen-sporting 
back room hits capacity at 55 people, so make sure 
you get there as early. Those who do will be rewarded 
with $5 cans of beer all night.

Pacific Standard [82 Fourth Ave. between Bergen 
Street and St. Mark’s Place in Park Slope, (718) 858–
1951, www.pacificstandardbrooklyn.blogspot.com], 
6 pm. Free.

Larger than life 
Greenpoint Beer and Ale Company is showing 

the debate on its yuuuge 13-foot screen, and will of-
fer food and cocktail specials and politics-themed 
bar games.

Greenpoint Beer and Ale (7 N. 15th St. near Frank-
lin Street in Greenpoint, www.greenpointbeer.com), 
8 pm. Free.

Bi-partisan booze 
Vegan punk bar Pine Box Rock Shop is serving 

up election-inspired cocktails at its screening, with 
names including “donkey punch,” “the elephant in 
the room,” and “the pantsuit.” 

Pine Box Rock Shop [12 Grattan St. between Bog-
art Street and Morgan Avenue in Williamsburg, (718) 
366–6311, www.pineboxrockshop.com]. 8 pm. Free.

See WALK on page 8
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162 Montague St, 2nd Fl, Brooklyn Heights
(718) 522-5555/58  Fax: (718) 522-7555
www.nanatori.com  OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

FREE
DELIVERY

$10 
MIN

Fine Japanese cuisine, 
plus full sushi bar, for 

lunch or dinner

 
 

 

CAFE BIBA

101 Kent Ave. Brooklyn, NY 11249
718-887-8171

Hours: Open 7 Days, 8am–8pm

BIBA OF WILLIAMSBURG

110 Kent Ave. Brooklyn, NY 11249
718-782-7455

Hours: Tues–Sun, 4pm–9pm

Drink up!: Bushwick bar Pine Box Rock Shop 
will offer politically inspired drinks for the de-
bate.
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It can’t possibly get worse: Comedian Adam Conover hopes wot 
make you feel slightly better about the presidential election at 
“Adam Ruins Everything Live.”
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
Sept. 23

Tantric sax
They’re in a subcon-
tinental mood! Mem-
bers of boundary-
pushing Indian classi-
cal music collective 
Brooklyn Raga Mas-
sive are celebrating 
what would have 
been legendary jazz 
saxophonist John 
Coltrane’s 90th 
birthday with their 
unique take in his 
tunes in a perfor-
mance at Littlefield 
in Gowanus. 

8 pm at Littlefield [622 
Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Third 
Avenues, in Gowanus, 
(718) 855–3388, www.lit-
tlefieldnyc.com]. $20–$25.

SATURDAY
Sept. 24

Ag fab
Call it a huis party. 
Canarsie’s old-timey 
Dutch agricultural 
museum the Wyckoff 
Farmhouse is hosting 
its annual country fair 
this weekend, offer-
ing plenty of old-
fashioned family fun 
including pony rides, 
a scavenger hunt, 
colonial crafts, and a 
puppet show.

1–5 pm at Wyckoff House 
Museum [5816 Clarendon 
Rd. between E. 58th 
Street and Ralph Avenue 
in Canarsie, (718) 629–
5400 www.wyckoffmuse-
um.org]. Free.

SUNDAY
Sept. 25

All’s fair
Brooklyn’s street fair 
season comes to an 
end with the biggest 
and best of them all, 
the Atlantic Antic. 
The massive mile-
long neighborhood 
celebration fills the 
thoroughfare with 
food vendors, games, 
performers, face-
painting, bounce 
houses, and more in 
one last hurrah as 
summer comes to an 
end.

Noon–6 pm at Atlantic 
Avenue (between Fourth 
Avenue and Hicks Street 
in Boerum Hill and 
Cobble Hill, www.atlanti-
cave.org). Free.

TUESDAY
Sept. 27

Love again 
Restore your faith in 
romance in this con-
fusing post-Brange-
lina world with 
Boerum Hill comedy 
troupe Back Fat’s 
spin on realty dating 
shows, “the BackFat-
lorette,” where four 
male comedians — 
Paul Julmeus, Mike 
Abrusci, Zach Swan, 
and Mike Mercadal 
— will try to win over 
the heart and funny 
bone of a local lady. 

8 pm at 61 Local [61 
Bergen St. between 
Boerum Place and Smith 
Street in Boerum Hill, 
(718) 875–1150, backfat.
flavors.me]. Free.

WEDNESDAY
Sept. 28

Grape 
games 
Navy Yard vineyard 
Rooftop Reds pairs 
the everyman bar 
sport of cornhole and 
the classy libation of 
wine with a tourna-
ment every Wednes-
day evening on its 
rooftop watering 
hole. Toss the most 
little beanbags in a 
hole while drinking in 
the vino and great 
views, and you could 
win a free bottle to 
take home.

7 pm at Rooftop Reds 
[enter the Navy Yard at 
Sand and Navy streets in 
Fort Greene, (703) 582–
8609, www.rooftopreds.
com]. Free.

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, SEPT. 23
THEATER, “COSI FAN TUTTE”: Loft 

Opera presents Mozart’s tale of love 
and deception, with a production set 
in the 1990s. $30. 8 pm. (101 Varick 
Ave. at Johnson Avenue in Williams-
burg), www.loftopera.com. 

THEATER, “LITTLE RED RIDING 
HOOD”: A literally bloody retell-
ing of the fairy tale by Portuguese 
performer and Sergio Rolo. $15. 8 
pm. Jack (505 Waverly Ave. between 
Fulton Street and Atlantic Avenue in 
Clinton Hill), www.jackny.org. 

DANCE, TRISKELION ARTS PRES-
ENTS... DANCIFY THAT!: Dance 
teams are challenged to create 
routines inspired by internet videos. 
With musical go-go dancing host, 
Anna Copa Cabanna. $20 ($16 in ad-
vance). 8 pm. Triskelion Arts [106 Ca-
lyer St. between Banker Street and 
Clifford Place in Greenpoint, (718) 
389–3473], www.triskelionarts.org. 

MUSIC, EMO NIGHT BROOKLYN: If 
you miss Brand New, the Used, and 
Taking Back Sunday — this celebra-
tion of the best of 2000s emo and 
pop punk is the night for you. $12 
($10 in advance). 10 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643–6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

SWALE — A FLOATING FOOD FOR-
EST: Swale is an evolving sculpture 
and a functioning farm producing 
healthy food. Along with learning 
about food, participants can at-
tend yoga classes, performances, 
lectures, and workshops. For a 
complete schedule of events. Call 
for tickets. 10 am to 7 pm. Pier 6 
at Brooklyn Bridge Park [Joralemo 
Street and Furman Street in Brook-
lyn Heights, (718) 724–6432], www.
brooklynbridgepark.org. 

DREAMLAND ROLLER DISCO: Roller 
diva Lola Star hosts a weekly skat-
ing dance party for grown-ups. $6. 
7:30–10 pm. LeFrak Center at Lake-
side [171 East Dr. at Ocean Avenue 
in Prospect Park, (718) 462–0010], 
www.lakesidebrooklyn.com. 

SAT, SEPT. 24
MUSIC, GREAT IRISH FAIR: A family-

friendly event with Irish bands, Irish 
dancing, and kids activities. $20. 10 
am. Amphitheater at Coney Island 

Boardwalk (3052 W. 21st St. at the 
Boardwalk in Coney Island), www.
iabsny.com. 

MUSIC, JAZZ CONCERT AND JAM 
SESSIONS: The Brooklyn School 
of Music present a free show. Free. 
4–6 pm. Fowler Sqaure (Lafayette 
Avenue at S. Elliott Place in Clinton 
Hill), www.faballiance.org. 

THEATER, “ALICE IN WONDER-
LAND”: The Brooklyn Theatre Club 
casts the audience as Alice in its 
interactive adaptation of the Lewis 
Carroll classic. $18 ($15 in advance). 
6 pm. Muchmore’s (2 Havemeyer St. 
at N. Ninth Street in Williamsburg), 
tinyurl.com/drinkmebtc. 

MUSIC, BLACK ROCK COALITION 
ORCHESTRA: The group performs 
the Sly and the Family Stone album 
“There’s a Riot Goin’ On.” Free. 9 
pm. BAM Cafe (30 Lafayette Ave. 
between Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene), www.bam.
org/programs/bamcafe-live. 

FILM, “ACTORS OF SOUND”: A 
documentary about lowt-tech foley 
artists in Hollywood. Part of the Art 
Slope festival. Free. 11 am. Brooklyn 
Public Library’s Central branch [10 
Grand Army Plaza, between Eastern 
Parkway and Flatbush Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 230–2100], 
www.brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 

BOUNCE BACK TO SCHOOL CARNI-
VAL: The Carnival will feature fi ve 
bounce houses (including one for 
toddlers), face painting, BBQ, and 
carnival games. $2 per ticket. 11 
am–5 pm. PS 9 (80 Underhill Ave. 
between St. Marks Place and Bergen 
Street in Prospect Heights). 

GREAT BIG BACON PICNIC: A week-
end-long celebration of bacon, with 
bite-sized bacon dishes, craft beers, 
and specialty cocktails. With music 
from the High and Mighty Brass 
Band. $99–$249. Noon–2:30 pm and 
5:30–8 pm. The Old Pfi zer Factory 
[630 Flushing Ave. between Marcy 

See 9 DAYS on page 8

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

MON, SEPT 26
SPORTS, PRE-SEASON, NEW 

YORK ISLANDERS VS PHILA-
DELPHIA FLYERS: $15–$700. 
7 pm.

SAT, OCT 1
SPORTS, ESL ONE NEW YORK: 

E-sports tournament. $49. Time 
TBA.

SUN, OCT 2
SPORTS, ESL ONE NEW YORK: 

E-sports tournament. $49. Time 
TBA.

MON, OCT 3
SPORTS, PRE-SEASON, NEW 

YORK ISLANDERS VS NEW JER-
SEY DEVILS: $15–$700. 7 pm.

TUE, OCT 4
SPORTS, PRE-SEASON, NEW 

YORK ISLANDERS VS NEW 
YORK RANGERS: $15–$700. 
7 pm.

WED, OCT 5
MUSIC, EROS RAMAZZOTTI: 

$104–$200. 8 pm.ers vs arizona 
coyotes: $20–$700. 7 pm. 

WED, OCT 6
SPORTS, PRE-SEASON, BROOK-

LYN NETS VS DETROIT PIS-
TONS: $25–$275. 7 pm.

FRI, OCT 7
MUSIC, BLAKE SHELTON: $40–

$90. 7:30 pm.

SAT, OCT 8
MUSIC, BLAKE SHELTON: $40–

$90. 7:30 pm.

TUE, OCT 11
MUSIC, DRAKE AND FUTURE: 

$50–$180. 6:30 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to 
introduce Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and the 
New York Daily News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Thursday at 4:45 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-
out segments, can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH THURSDAY AT 4:45PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, and, 
of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn Paper 
radio is the only webcast where you’ll hear 
Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira Eisen-
berg, Andrew Dice Clay, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and two-time guest Borough 
President Eric Adams.

So tune in each week live Thursdays at 4:45 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes, 
Stitcher, and Mixlr.

COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER

YOLO: Rapper Drake will 
take the stage at Barclays 
Center on Oct. 6.
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OKTOBERFEST
September 17 - 

October 1
Saturdays: 9/17, 9/24, & 10/1

  •  Celebratory keg tappings
  •  Pig roasts
  •  Mug holding competitions
  •  Live brass bands

Tuesdays: 9/13, 9/20, & 9/27
  •  Oktoberfest beer tastings

Thursdays: 9/22 & 9/29
German Craft Beer Celebration

Beer Tastings and Keg Tapping

113 N 3rd Street, Brooklyn
718-963-3973

radegasthall.com

For more information and to fi nd out about our other 
great offers, visit your local Flushing Bank branch, call 
800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must open a Flushing Bank Complete Checking Plus account. Get the complete 
access and control you desire with a competitive interest rate and banking on-the-go with our 
Flushing Bank Mobile2 app. 

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1 New money only. APY effective July 5. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be 
transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. A new Complete Checking Plus account 
with a $5,000 minimum initial deposit is required to receive the CD with the advertised rate. Certain fees and restrictions may apply. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance 
is $5,000. A new checking account is not required for IRA accounts. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details. 2 Flushing Bank Mobile Banking is available to all Flushing Bank online 
banking users. Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

18-Month CD

1.25%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

T
his band is back on the 
Market! 

Punk outfit Titus An-
dronicus will make its return 
to Bushwick’s Market Hotel 
for a pair of shows on Oct. 7 
and 8, marking the act’s first 
performances at the grungy 
space since the venue re-
opened last year — six years 
after the city closed it for oper-
ating without a liquor license. 
The band cut its chops at the 
original bare-bones bar be-
fore it hit the big time, and 
the band members say they’re 
curious to see how the per-
mit-carrying Myrtle Avenue 
venue compares to its raucous 
former self. 

“I’m eager to see what de-
gree of magic they can capture 
from my younger days,” said 
lead singer Patrick Stickles, 

who lives just across the bor-
der from Brooklyn in Queens. 
“It was a very exciting, sort 

of a lawless, Wild West sit-
uation.”

For many, the venue’s clo-

sure signaled the end of the local 
“do-it-yourself” scene — cen-
tered around bands playing in 
unlicensed venues and produc-
ing albums themselves on min-
imal money and equipment — 
but Titus Andronicus is out to 
prove that the spirit is still alive 
and rocking with its new live 
album, “S+@dium Rock: Five 
Nights at the Opera,” which the 
group recorded during its run 
of five sold-out shows at Shea 
Stadium in Williamsburg at the 
end of July.

The series was modeled af-
ter the era when big acts such 
as Led Zeppelin and the Roll-
ing Stones would sell out huge 
arenas for several nights in a 
row — except instead of play-
ing to an arena full of fans, 
Titus Andronicus’s residency 
took place in a small, steamy 
space (“stadium” is meant 
to be ironic) with a bunch of 
punks moshing on a bouncy 

plywood floor.  
“It used to be a lot of bands 

would be selling out five nights 
at Madison Square Garden or 
something like that,” Stickles 
said. “We were trying to rec-
reate that sort of experience 
but on a smaller, more man-
ageable scale for our modern 
environment.” 

The album is a blistering 
Cliffs Notes of more than 10 
hours of tunes from Titus An-
dronicus’s hard-rocking cat-
alogue, recorded at Shea Sta-
dium’s in-house booth for the 
live album, which is accom-
panied by a full-length con-
cert film.

And fans can expect a no-
holds-barred performance 
from the band’s members dur-
ing their back-to-back home-
coming shows, said Stickles, 
holding nothing back in his 
description of what will go 
down in October. 

“We’re just going to do 
what we always kind of do,” 
he said. “Just going to grip it 
and rip it, just going to put it 
all on the line, shouting and 
yelling, hopping up and down 
— it’s gonna be loud.”

Titus Andronicus at the 
Market Hotel (1140 Myrtle 
Ave. at Broadway in Bush-
wick, www.markethotel.org). 
Oct. 7 and 8 at 8 pm. $20.

By Alexandra Simon
Brooklyn Paper

S
he’s taking country back to its 
roots. This weekend’s Brooklyn 
Americana Music Festival will 

celebrate the sounds of folk, country, 
and early blues for a hootenanny good 
time. And when one self-described 
“Black Americana” artist plays the 
festival’s opening night on Sept. 23, 
she hopes to re-introduce country fans 
— who are predominantly white — 
to the music’s origin among black 

artists like herself.
“I don’t know what people are think-

ing of when they see me, but I’m true to 
myself and I’m singing songs that are 
reflective of who I am and where I’m 
from,” said Queen Esther. “I want them 
to understand that I’m not an anomaly 
— and while that requires a larger his-
tory lesson than I’m capable of doing in 
a song, I want people to be moved and 
get inspired to keep listening.”

In the early 20th century, said Es-
ther, the elements that became country, 
rock, and blues were all mixed up to-

gether, and black and white musicians 
played the same type of tunes. 

“Once upon a time when there was 
no music industry — down South, there 
were socials, picnics, church, juke joints, 
and everyone played in everyone’s 
band,” said Esther. “There is a certain 
twang inherent in black music.” 

But music industry commercializa-
tion divorced the styles of music, and 
black music lost much of its “twang” 
during the Great Migration, when 
many African-Americans moved to 
northern states, said Esther — but 
she retained that original sound from 
growing up in Georgia. 

“I think me being from the South, 
with a lot of twang in my background 
— I do traditional things in country,” 
said Esther. “I held on to that twang 
and I never let go.”

Esther will debut some new songs 
on the festival’s opening night, as well 
as tunes from her latest album “On the 
Other Side.” And she is looking for-
ward to hearing new bands as much 
as playing herself. 

“It’ll be great to hear every artist 
and hear them live,” said Esther. “As 
a musician you get no chance to hear 
new artists. Which is why I’m thrilled 
to be running around this festival.”

Brooklyn Americana Music Festi-

val, Sept. 23–25 at various locations 
and times, www.bkamf.com. Jalopy 
Theatre [315 Columbia St. between 
Woodhull Street and Hamilton Av-
enue in Red Hook, (718) 395–3214, 
www.jalopy.biz]. Sept. 23 at 8 pm. 
$30. Brooklyn Bridge Park Pier 6 
[Atlantic Avenue at Furman Street in 
Brooklyn Heights, www.bkamf.com]. 
Sept. 24, 2–8 pm. Free.

To ‘Market’ it goes
Titus Andronicus plays B’wick venue

Back to basics: Rock outfit Titus Andronicus will play 
a pair of shows at Bushwick’s Market Hotel this Oc-
tober.
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For the Queen 
and country
Black Americana artist 
gets down to her roots

Introducing Miss Black Ameri-
cana: Singer and guitarist Queen 
Esther will debut at the Brooklyn 
Americana Music Festival, hop-
ing to introduce festival-goers 
to the black Southern influences 
of country music — a sound she 
dubs “Black Americana.”
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Il SognoIl Sogno
comes to

Park Slope!
Italian & Peruvian

FUSION

Staten Island:
26 Jefferson Blvd.
718.356.7800

info@ilsognonyc.com

Park Slope:
310 5th Ave.

929.295.9790
info@ilsogno2.com

Open 7 Days for 
Lunch, Dinner and Weekend Brunch
FULL BAR: Daily Happy Hours from 4-7

Indoor and Outdoor Dining

“Elegant, Romantic, Relaxed”

CATERERS

Offering 
dinner, cocktail 

and 
buffet options

8015/23 13th Avenue, Dyker Heights, Brooklyn, NY 11228  718–331–2900  www.siricos.net

and Tompkins avenues in 
Williamsburg, (917) 262–
0714], www.greatbigbacon.
com. 

TALK, RANDOM ACTS OF 
SCIENCE FICTION: Author 
Jack Womack talks to jour-
nalist Tim Maughan about 
science fi ction and what his 
novels say about the future 
of New York. Free. 2 pm. 
Brooklyn Public Library’s 
Central branch [10 Grand 
Army Plaza, between East-
ern Parkway and Flatbush 
Avenue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 230–2100], www.
brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 

BROOKLYN POUR CRAFT 
BEER FESTIVAL: With more 
than 100 craft brews from 
New York and beyond. $55 
($85 VIP). 3–6 pm. Brooklyn 
Expo Center (72 Noble St. 
at Franklin Street in Green-
point). 

COMEDY, ISSA RAE: “The 
Misadventures of Awkward 
Black Girl” creator per-
forms. $15. 7 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

FUNDRAISER, HOT GLASS 
COLD BEER: Get a unique 
handmade drinking glass, 
fi ll it with free beer, and 
watch live demonstrations 
of glassblowing, neon-sign 
making and fl ame working! 
Special fi re dance perfor-
mances by the Hoopsie 
Daisies. $25. 7–11 pm. 
Brooklyn Glass [142 13th St. 
between Second and Third 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
569–2110], www.Brooklyn-
Glass.com. 

TAKE ME OUT TONIGHT: A 
Morrissey and the Smiths 
dance party. $8 ($5 in ad-
vance). 10:30 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

SUN, SEPT. 25
ATLANTIC ANTIC FESTIVAL: 

The largest street festival 
in New York City spans 10 
blocks of Atlantic Avenue 
with more than 500 ven-
dors, 15 live music stages, 
and a block dedicated to 
family-friendly fun. Free. 
1–8 pm. Atlantic Antic Fes-
tival [Atlantic Avenue be-
tween Fourth Avenue and 
Hicks Street in Downtown, 
(718) 875–8993], www.atlan-
ticave.org. 

THEATER, “TRAUM(A)”: This 
new performance art piece 
is an exploration of the 
artist’s childhood in South 
America. $15. 8 pm. Jack 
(505 Waverly Ave. between 
Fulton Street and Atlantic 
Avenue in Clinton Hill), 
www.jackny.org. 

SUNDAY STORY TIME: Elanna 
Allen, creator of “Poor Little 
Guy.” RSVP requested. 
Free. 11:30 am. power-
House on 8th [1111 Eighth 
Ave. between 11th and 12th 
streets in Park Slope, (718) 
666–3049], www.power-
housearena.com. 

“MAKER LAB — 28 SUPER 
COOL PROJECTS”: A fam-
ily friendly event with Jack 
Challoner, the creator of 
the book that details 28 
awesome experiments that 
encourage kids to build, 
create, invent, and dis-
cover using objects found 
around the house. Free. 3 
pm. PowerHouse Arena [28 
Adams St. at Water Street 
in Dumbo, (718) 666–3049], 
www.powerhousearena.
com. 

MON, SEPT. 26
TALK, COLSON WHITEHEAD 

WITH LISA LUCAS: The 
contemporary author sits 
down to discuss his highly 
anticipated upcoming book, 
“The Underground Rail-
road.” $25 for ticket, $45 
including book. 7 pm. BAM 
Rose Cinemas [30 Lafayette 
Ave. between Lafayatte 
Avenue and Hanson Place 
in Fort Greene, (718) 636–
4100], www.bam.org. 

COMEDY, “NIGHT TRAIN 
WITH WYATT CENAC”: A 
weekly show that features 

comedy from the best local 
and international stand 
up comedians. $5. 8 pm. 
Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

MODERATELY DIFFICULT 
TRIVIA: Every Monday, the 
Lodge hosts a session of its 
14-week trivia league, with 
a mega-prize at end and 
weekly prizes as well. Drop-
ins and teams welcome. 
Free. 8 pm. Sycamore [1118 
Cortelyou Rd. between 
Stratford and Westminster 
roads in Ditmas Park, (347) 
240–5850], www.sycamore-
brooklyn.com. 

FILM, FIRST PRESIDENTIAL 
DEBATE SCREENING: 
Watch the fi rst presidential 
debate of the 2016 elec-
tion cycle live. With much-
needed drink specials. Free. 
8 pm. Bell House [149 Sev-
enth St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643–6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 

TUES, SEPT. 27
READING, “THE GIRL WHO 

DRANK THE MOON”: Kelly 
Barnhill reads from her new 

fantasy novel about a good 
witch, a tiny dragon, and a 
girl with magic she cannot 
control. Free. 4 pm. Com-
munity Bookstore (143 Sev-
enth Ave. between Carroll 
Street and Garfi eld Place in 
Park Slope), www.communi-
tybookstore.net. 

MUSIC, A NIGHT OF INSTRU-
MENTAL MUSIC AND IM-
PROVISATION: With Levon 
Henry, Aminals featuring 
Sam Cohen, Dave Har-
rington, and Nick Kinsey. 
Free. 8 pm. Threes Brewing 
(333 Douglass St. between 
Third and Fourth avenues 
in Gowanus), www.threes-
brewing.com. 

WED, SEPT. 28
FALL FORAGING: Families 

join with author and forager 
Marie Viljoen on a botanical 
stroll, then learn how to use 
the edibles in the kitchen 
and how to plant their own 
home gardens. $10 ($5 
members). 6:30 pm. Pier 
1 Brooklyn Bridge Park 
(Old Fulton St. and Furman 
Street in Brooklyn Heights), 
www.nycgovparks.org. 

THEATER, “BATTLEFIELD”: 
Director Peter Brook revisits 
Indian epic the Mahab-
harata to tell a story of war-
riors grappling with a Pyr-
rhic victory. $30–$110. 7:30 
pm. BAM Harvey Theater 
[651 Fulton St. at Rockwell 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
636–4100], www.bam.org. 

MUSIC, GABE DIXON AND 
DAVID RYAN HARRIS: Part 
of the “Twobadours On The 
Run” tour. Tickets start at 
$15. 8 pm. The Hall at MP 
(740 Driggs Ave. at S. Sec-
ond Street in Williamsburg), 
www.thehallbrooklyn.com. 

THURS, SEPT. 29
AART, THURSDAY NIGHTS 

AT THE BROOKLYN MU-
SEUM: Free admission to 
the museum’s many exhibits 
and galleries every Thurs-
day evening, sponsored by 
Squarespace. Free. 6– 10 
pm. Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

MUSIC, KIMBERLY NICH-
OLE: Part of “B-Side,” a 
live in- studio music series, 
featuring performances and 
interviews from Brook-
lyn’s hottest emerging and 
established musicians of 
all genres. Free. 7:30 pm. 
BRIC Arts Media House 
[647 Fulton St. at Rockwell 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
683–5621], www.bricarts-
media.org. 

THEATER, “OLD SCHOOL 
ANIMATION”: A theater 
performance about a har-
rowing night out in Brook-
lyn, presented by Peter Mills 
Weiss and Julia Mounsey. 8 
pm. Jack (505 Waverly Ave. 
between Fulton Street and 
Atlantic Avenue in Clinton 
Hill), www.jackny.org. 

FRI, SEPT. 30
“SOCIAL JUSTICE IN PRE-

SCHOOL — RITUALS, 
SURPRISES, AND MICRO-
REVOLUTIONS”: Workshop 
participants will learn how 
to enrich and strengthen 
classroom communities 
using rituals and surprises; 
transform environments in 
response to children’s inter-
ests and passions; and im-
plement micro-revolutions 
that make their classrooms 
and communities more in-
clusive, kind and just. $75. 9 
am–2 pm. Teacher Resource 
Center at LIU [9 Hanover 
Pl. at Grove Place in Down-
town, (718) 780–6549]. 

SAT, OCT. 1
CHILE PEPPER FESTIVAL: 

Blazing bands, hi-scoville 
sauces, plus fi re breath-
ing, sword swallowing, and 
other fi ery feats. $20 ($15 
students and seniors). 10 am 
to 6 pm. Brooklyn Botanic 
Garden [1000 Washington 
Ave., at Eastern Parkway in 
Crown Heights, (718) 623–
7220], www.bbg.org. 

50TH ANNUAL RAGAMUFFIN 
PARADE: Kids dress up in 
costumes and march down 
Third Avenue. Registration 
starts at 11 am. Free. 1 pm. 
(Third Avenue, from 76th 
Street to 92nd Street in Bay 
Ridge), www.ragamuffi npa-
radeny.com. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 6

in, it’s like you went into one 
of these churches in Italy — 
everything is polished. On 
a grimmer note, there are 
the mafia burial grounds on 
Amber and Emerald and Sap-
phire streets, right off of Lin-
den Boulevard.

CS: What was your strat-
egy for walking Brooklyn? 

WH: I walked Brook-
lyn morning, day, and night 
— summer, winter, spring, 
fall. I don’t have time for bad 
weather. The Scandinavians 
say, “There’s no such thing as 
bad weather — there’s just 
bad clothing.” 

CS: When readers put the 

book down, what do you hope 
they walk away with?

WH: What I hope is that 
they take away what a fasci-
nating borough this is from 
beginning to end and not just 
from the famous neighbor-
hoods. I hope they under-
stand what makes Brooklyn 
tick — and to me, it’s the di-
versity of it, it’s that fact that 
it’s always changing, it’s the 
fact that if you live in a city, 
you gotta meet with people 
and engage with people of 
all different backgrounds. 
The last page of my book 
on Brooklyn is a poem that 
I’ll say is anonymous, but it 
really reflects what Brook-
lyn was and what Brooklyn 
is now. It really sums it up. 
It’s two lines: “Brooklyn’s 
a place I couldn’t wait to get 

out of, and now can’t afford 
to move back to.” That’s 
pretty much it.

“The Brooklyn Nobody 
Knows: A Walking Tour and 
Discussion with Bill Helmre-
ich” at Community Book-
store [143 Seventh Ave. 
between W. 18th and W. 
19th streets in Park Slope, 
(718) 783–3075, www.
communitybookstore.net], 
Sept. 24 at 4:30 pm. Free. 
“Block by Block: Exploring 
Brooklyn with Pat Kieran 
and Bill Helmreich” at the 
Brooklyn Historical Society 
(128 Pierrepont St. between 
Henry and Clinton streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222–4111, www.brooklyn-
history.org]. Oct. 5 at 6:30 
pm. $10. 
 — Caroline Spivack

WALK...
Continued from page 5

Big break: Comedian 
Issa Rae has a new show 
called “Insecure” com-
ing out on Home Box Of-
fice. Catch her at the Bell 
House on Sept. 24 be-
fore she gets too famous 
to play Gowanus.
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according to Feigenbaum, who says 
the group’s blend of metal, psychede-
lia, and dance parentages — reminis-
cent of ’90s acts such as Stone Roses 
— has reached its pinnacle.

“It’s the culmination of a sound 
we’ve been working on for 5–6 years 
now,” he said.

But the creation was also a depar-
ture for the four-piece, which opted to 
record at the group’s practice space on 

the Williamsburg–Greenpoint border 
and at Feigenbaum’s nearby apart-
ment, rather using professional studios 
as it did on previous efforts.

The move was in line with the 
band’s professed do-it-yourself atti-
tude — members got to spend time 
tweaking every detail without spend-
ing a fortune on studio time — and 
the result is greater than the sum of 
its part, Feigenbaum said.

“The album is almost the result of 
a production-first approach more than 
its a live-band-in-a-room approach 
— it’s also a cost-efficiency thing,” 
he said. “Even though were trying 

to make sophisticated music, we’re 
working in the classic sense of DIY, 
like Fugazi, where you find a way to 
make it happen.”

Noise-punk trio Sharkmuffin, the 
appropriately reverb-drenched Dead 
Leaf Echo, and indie-rockers Draw-
ing Boards will share the stage with 
Dinowalrus at Rough Trade.

The record store-cum-concert 
venue is an apt place for the record 
release — like Dinowalrus’s mix of 
bootstrapping and high-production, 
Rough Trade has street cred but prob-
ably won’t  close for lack of permits  
like  so many underground venues , 

Feigenbaum said.
“I really like Rough Trade,” he said. 

“I was a little upset about  Glasslands  
and DBA [ Death By Audio ], but I 
feel like Rough Trade emerged as one 
of the best small venues in the city. 
Rough Trade and Baby’s [Alight] al-
most made up for the fact that we lost 
some great venues.”

Dinowalrus “Fairweather” record 
releases at Rough Trade [64 N. Ninth 
St. between Kent and Wythe av-
enues in Williamsburg, www.rought-
radenyc.com]. Sept. 26 at 7pm. $10 
advance, $12 day of show. 
 — Max Jaeger

FOSSIL...
Continued from page 5
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

 BILINGUAL COMMUNITY HOSPICE NURSE (RN)
Bilingual English/Spanish full-time nurse to provide

Hospice Home Carein the Bronx or Brooklyn.

HOSPICE NURSE EDUCATOR (RN)
Passionate, high energy, experienced RN for full-time staff development postion.

BSN required, MSN preferred; 3+ years hospice/palliative care experience.

Competitive compensation and benefits package. Reliable automobile & valid
driver’s license are required. Hospice of New York is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 

FORWARD RESUME TO: JUDITH GAYLE
judith.gayle@hospice.nyc or Fax: 718.784.1413

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Come Make a Difference! New training groups each month.

NASSAU & QUEENS
Contact Angela Purpura

angela.purpura@hospice.nyc or 516.222.1211

MANHATTAN, THE BRONX & BROOKLYN
Contact Sandra Nielsen

 sandra.nielsen@hospice.nyc or 718.472.1999

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT SERVICES

Free bereavement support services for adults who have had a loss.
(Loved one is not required to have had hospice care)

Contact our Bereavement Department at 347.226.4823

718.472.1999  |  www.hospice.nyc

By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

Can I have one more of 
these with some booze in it, 
please?

Wildly popular movie star 
Bill Murray tended bar at his 
son’s new restaurant in Green-
point last Friday and Satur-

day nights, dancing and drink-
ing behind the counter while 
pouring out shots for guests 
at the private event. 

News of the “Space Jam” 
actor’s stint had spread as far 
as  India  and  Australia , and 
fans crowded outside the new 
Greenpoint Avenue eatery for 
hours on both nights, mob-

bing the thespian as he ar-
rived. And the scene was no 
less wild inside, as invited 
guests squeezed in to score 
photos, videos, and drinks 
from Murray.

The voice of “Garfield: A 
Tail of Two Kitties”  was re-
portedly in very fine spirits 
during his Friday shift , sing-

The life alcoholic
Murray pours drinks at Greenpoint bar

ing and toasting his son Homer 
for making over his former 
restaurant River Styx into the 
newly upscale 21 Greenpoint 
— but Murray appeared sub-
dued on his second gig the fol-
lowing night, working slowly 
and seriously and having to 
admonish revelers for camp-
ing out too long on the much 
coveted bar stools.
— with Jason Speakman

21 Greenpoint (21 
Greenpoint Ave. between 
Transmitter Park and West 
Street in Greenpoint) is now 
open to the public.

The crowd swarmed the new 21 Greenpoint to snap photos and score drinks from idol Bill Murray.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

It was lit.
Thousands of bookworms 

flocked Downtown to meet 
their favorite authors, find 
their future favorite reads, 
and join in literary discus-
sions at the Brooklyn Book 
Festival on Sept. 18, and at-
tendees say they were im-
pressed with just how much 
the publisher-palooza packed 
into one space on one day.

“It was really great,” said 
Bushwick resident Bri Aab, 
who attended the festival for 
the first time this year. “It 
had a really huge amount of 
publishers, and it was pretty 
exciting to see them in one 

Downtown painted read
hundreds of authors spread 
out amongst stages nearby to 
deliver free talks and read-
ings.

The writers say the fest is 
just as thrilling for them as the 
audience members, and is a 
great way to mix and mingle 
with peers and readers.

“It was magical,” said 
MariNaomi, who came from 
Los Angeles to promote her 
graphic novel “Turning Jap-
anese” — which is about her 
experiences working in un-
derground hostess bars here 
and in Japan — and appeared 
on a panel about taboo rela-
tionships in print. “It was su-
per fun to see people on the 
panels and meet other authors 
and fans.” 

She was especially excited 
to meet renowned author Sal-
man Rushdie, and said she 
even scored a selfie.  

spot.” 
The festival boasted doz-

ens of vendors flogging books 

and related merchandise at 
stalls around Borough Hall 
and Cadman Plaza, while 

Author Heru Ptah, right, spent the day meeting and 
greeting fans such as Clarence Reynolds.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
Jo

le
ne

 S
ia

na



10  AWP  September 23–29, 2016Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-2500

CutestCutestCutest Pet ContestPet ContestPet Contest

We are looking for New York City’s Cutest Pet

To enter/vote and view prize details visit:

www.cnglocal.com/cutestpet

The pet with the most votes wins!

How does it work?
1. Visit CNG’s online contest page
2. Upload a photo of your Pet
3. Readers vote for the cutest pet

Enter 
Now 

FREE TO  

VOTE! FREE TO  

ENTER!

PET GIFT BASKET  

OR OTHER GREAT 

PRIZES!

WIN

sponsored by:

Your friend, or niece, or 
roommate is getting 
married and you’re 

invited!
To Hawaii.
And you live in the Brook-

lyn.
And so do they.
Or the invitation arrives, 

“Saddle up to Sarah & Wes-
ley’s wedding at Dave’s Dude 
Ranch in South Dakota.” And 
the closest Sally and Wesley 
have ever come to straddling 
a horse was the carousel in 
Central Park.

What is the deal with 
these weddings set several 

time zones away from friends 
and family?

“Sometimes it’s strategic,” 
says Karen M. Dunak, an as-
sociate professor of history 
at Muskingum University in 
Ohio (though a Jersey gal by 
birth), and author of the new 
book, “As Long as We Both 
Shall Love” (NYU Press). 
Destination weddings, she 
believes, can be a way of 
keeping a wedding small and 
affordable, without hurting 
anyone’s feelings. Hold the 
wedding in Guam and you 
can invite even your parents’ 
friends, and still not spend 

the $30,000 that has become 
the typical American wed-
ding price tag.

Dunak’s book traces the 
trends in American matri-
mony. Before World War II, 
she discovered, many Amer-
icans had their weddings at 
home.

“It’s very common, from 
1910 to 1930, to drive to the 
justice of the peace, go home 
and have a big chicken din-
ner. Or a minister comes 
to the parlor and they do it 
there.”

What’s more, different 
communities had differ-

ent traditions.
Lake County, Indiana, 

for instance, was a Roma-
nian enclave in the early 
20th century. There, says 
Dunak, “The bride would 
walk down the street and 

A brief history of expensive weddings

neighbors would put eggs 
in her basket. These would 
be used to make baked goods 
for the wedding.” Everyone 
chipped in.

In Nebraska, by contrast, 
the weddings were just the 
bride, groom, siblings, and 
parents.

After the war, Americans 
experienced a surge in re-
ligiosity, Dunak says, and 
what’s more, they finally had 
a little extra cash. So they 
started holding fancier wed-
dings outside the home, in 
the church.

This did not just happen 
spontaneously. Movies like 
“ Father of the Bride ” served 
almost as instruction man-
uals. In that 1950 Spencer 
Tracey-Elizabeth Taylor hit, 
the parents end up hiring a 
snooty caterer and blanch-
ing at the bills.

Welcome to the new nor-
mal.

That norm was rein-
forced by the bridal maga-
zines. These were once read 
only by the East Coast elite, 
but by the ’50s, bridal mag-
azines had gone national, 
teaching everyone to spend, 
spend, spend on cakes, flo-
ral arrangements, cummer-
bunds…

And then come the ’60s.
When the counter-culture 

started its countering, wed-
ding culture was, of course, in 
its crosshairs. After all, what 
could be more staid and sex-
ist? Why was the bride wear-
ing white — to advertise her 
virginity? Why was daddy 
walking her down the aisle 
— to transfer ownership from 
one male to the next?

“People thought, ‘Wed-
dings are dead. This is it, 
done, that ship has sailed,’ ” 
says Dunak. “Department 
stores were closing their 
bridal salons.”

But the valiant bridal mag-

azines did not throw in the 
bouquet. Instead of push-
ing the old wedding model, 
they turned on a dime and 
played along with the revo-
lution. You can have a wed-
ding and still be liberated, 
they told readers. A wed-
ding could be hip. Do your 
own thing.

So instead of formal cer-
emonies, couples started 
writing their own vows. 
They chose different music. 
Brides wore peasant dresses, 
grooms wore bell-bottoms. 
And the American wedding, 
God bless it, was saved.

By the ’80s, it was bulking 
back up, and that was what 
we’ve been seeing for a gen-
eration or two: My big, fat 
American wedding, egged on 
by an ever-growing list of spe-
cialists who promise to cre-
ate a Kardashian-like affair. 
The photo shoots are Vogue-
worthy. The desserts are Pin-
terest-ready. The dresses star 
in television shows. And the 
bridesmaids?

They have to play along.
“There is this undercur-

rent of, ‘How much is my 
friendship worth?’ ” says 
Dunak. Some brides put 
their friends in a very awk-
ward position: Are they will-
ing to buy a dress that  looks 
hideous  and costs a fortune? 
 Fly out for the bachelorette 
weekend ?  Buy a gravy boat 
from the registry ?

Under that kind of pres-
sure, something had to give, 
and finally, it has. Gliding 
down the aisle is the latest 
trend: The Do-It-Yourself 
Wedding. Everyone pitches 
in to make the food, arrange 
the f lowers, decorate the 
backyard.

Which, when you think 
about it, isn’t too different 
from the Romanian weddings 
of 1900 Indiana.

Something old, something 
new, something borrowed and 
something true: The Ameri-
can wedding may constantly 
be changing, but we remain 
married to it.

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker, founder of 
the book and blog Free-
Range Kids, and a contribu-
tor at Reason.com.

By Lenore Skenazy

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

Car wash workers in New York City – or
“carwasheros,” as they call
themselves – have made great strides

since their campaign to unionize began in
2012. Hundreds of carwasheros at 10 car
washes have won the dignity and respect that
comes with union membership. Union
contracts have given carwasheros – for the
first time – paid time off, the ability to return to
their home countries for visits and have their
jobs protected, and guaranteed wage and
benefit improvements. 

But throughout New York State, the so-
called “tip credit” threatens to continue to
undermine progress that workers are making
in the car wash industry.

The tip credit is a part of New York State
minimum wage law that allows industry
operators to pay car wash workers a different,
lower minimum wage. In theory, workers’ tips
are supposed to make up the difference, and

Our Perspective
And that’s just the latest settlement of many,
including one that saw a New York carwash
operator pay almost $4 million in 2014. Wage
theft is still rampant in the industry, and the tip
credit helps create an environment where it
happens. 

The Cuomo Administration has done a
good job prosecuting wage theft, and helping
win justice for workers across New York. But
we need to do more. We call upon the
Governor and the state legislature to eliminate
the car wash tip credit, and bring the base pay
for all car wash workers in New York up to the
minimum wage. 

It’s an important move that will show 
New York’s commitment to
fighting for worker rights,
and protect worker pay. 

possibly more. And, if workers’ tips don’t raise
the level of pay to at least the minimum wage,
car wash employers are supposed to make up
the difference in additional hourly wages.

In actual practice, it’s a flawed system that
enables wage theft and contributes to systemic
underpayment of car wash workers – exactly
what the car wash unionizing campaign and
carwasheros have been fighting against.
Investigations have shown that employers
don’t always make up the extra pay for workers
when tips are short, and carwasheros don’t
always receive the tips customers presume
they are getting. We shouldn’t be giving
unscrupulous employers additional incentives
to underpay their workers.

Earlier this summer, workers at one
Queens car wash won a $130,000 settlement
against an owner who was paying below
minimum wage, withholding overtime pay, and
committing other wage and hour violations.

Eliminate Tip Credit 
for Car Wash Workers
By Stuart Appelbaum, President, 
Retail, Wholesale and Department Store Union, RWDSU, UFCW

www.rwdsu.org

The tip credit enables wage theft
and contributes to systemic
underpayment of car wash workers.
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Where will your family be on
Rosh Hashanah & Yom Kippur?

Union Temple
A Reform Jewish Congregation

718-638-7600
Union Temple

17 Eastern Parkway
Brooklyn, NY 11238

Tots’ Services 
Children’s Services

Adult Services

FREE FOR 
EVERYONE!

October 2-3 & October 11-12

For details and schedule:

HHD.union-temple.org

Back and neck pain make 
the simplest tasks nearly im-
possible.   

You may be unable to walk, 
bend, work, or drive as turning 
your head to see the car behind 
you — a function we barely 
even think about under normal 
conditions — is not possible. 
This kind of debilitating pain 
impacts the quality of life. 

It may be that you’ve tried to 
get help. You may have already 
seen doctors for traditional 
medical and chiropractic care, 
without results. Perhaps it ap-
pears the only possibility is 
surgery. 

But this is not your only op-
tion. 

Dr. James DiGiuseppi DC 
of the Spine and Disc Center of 
Brooklyn has been treating pa-
tients with these conditions for 
more than 33 years, reinstat-
ing their quality of life through 
nonsurgical treatment. No spi-
nal injections or drugs are in-
volved. Instead, he utilizes de-
compression therapy, a leading 
non-surgical, alternative treat-
ment for serious neck and low 
back pain. 

“This gentle treatment 
method has been shown to 
greatly reduce or eliminate 
back and neck pain,” says Dr. 
DiGiuseppi. “It has helped peo-
ple who are at the end of their 
rope.”

Decompression therapy ef-
fectively treats disabling low 
back, neck, and radiating leg 
and arm pain by reducing the 
pressure on spinal nerves, 
discs and joints. 

“It renders quick, effective, 
and amazing pain relief that 
enables most patients to return 
to a more active lifestyle,” says 

the doctor. “There is a 90 per-
cent success rate — and those 
are pretty good odds.”

Research to develop this 
procedure was conducted by 
prominent physicians, engi-
neers, and technicians at ma-
jor teaching hospitals, says Dr. 
DiGiuseppi, who is trained in 
these methods. The certifica-
tion course was designed by 
the leading expert in spinal de-
compression, Dr. Jay Kennedy, 
D.C., who taught doctors world-
wide and treated thousands of 
patients using a variety of de-
compression systems. To gain 
certification involves more 
than 40 hours of instruction, 
including hands-on training 
sessions, followed by certifica-
tion examinations.  

“We are pleased that we 
can serve our patients and oth-
ers in the community with ad-
vanced spinal decompression 
therapy,” says Dr. DiGiuseppi.

Decompression therapy 
begins with a series of ses-
sions that typically run three 
or four times per week. It’s all 
done while the patient is fully 
clothed, either face down, or 
face up, on the table. During 
each of these sessions, electri-
cal muscle stimulation, ultra-
sound, or therapeutic laser 
may be applied to help relax 
muscles and promote further 
healing of injured tissues, says 
the doctor. In addition, patients 
may be asked to complete spe-
cific exercises designed to help 
strengthen muscles. 

People with spinal stenosis, 
bulging, herniated, and degen-
erative discs, pinched nerves, 
and sciatica have found relief 
through this method. 

Spine and Disc Center of 
Brooklyn 7123 10th Avenue at 
72nd Street in Dyker Heights, 
(718) 833–3327. www.Spineand-
DiscCenter.com

AVOID BACK AND NECK SURGERY

Better options for back pain at  
Spine and Disc CenterBy Ruth Brown

Brooklyn Paper

This tournament was oar-
some!

Kayak polo players — yes, 
kayak polo players — from 
around the country and beyond 
paddled into McCarren Park 
Pool over the weekend to com-
pete in the U.S. Kayak Polo 
Nationals, giving local con-
tenders a chance to show their 
friends and family what in the 
heck they actually do. 

“My parents don’t really 
know what I’m talking about 
so it was fun for them to see 
— it’s such a bizarre and won-
derful sport to watch,” said 
Greenpoint resident Lydia 
Thein, a member of the U.S. 
women’s kayak polo team.

The peculiar athletic en-
deavor is like basketball 
played in kayaks, Thein said 
— players “dribble” the ball 
by throwing it in front of them 
in the water, and score by hurl-
ing it into an elevated net. 

Most people who get in-
volved in the sport are sea, 
sprint, or whitewater kayakers 
— rather than polo players of 

CANOE BELIEVE IT? 
Kayak polo champs face off in McCarren Park Pool

the aquatic or horse variety 
— Thein said. That’s proba-
bly just as well, as opponents 
are allowed to push each other 

around and it takes a lot of 
skill to stay upright in the 
tiny vessels. 

Plus, those who fall out 

of their boats have to do a 
swim of shame to the goal 
line hauling all their equip-
ment, she said.

“It’s definitely a contact 
sport,” Thein said. “If you do 
not roll back up on your boat 
and you have to do an emer-
gency exit, you have to swim 
you, your gear, and your boat 
to your goal line before an-
other player can come in.”

During the weekend-long 
Brooklyn tournament, local 
kayak polo teams battled it out 
against squads from Boston, 
Texas, California, and Can-
ada. Thein’s team came sec-
ond in the women’s division 
to some Canucks, but there 
was no shame in losing a U.S. 
tournament to foreigners, she 
said, as the Great White North 
is known for producing top-
notch kayak polo athletes. 

“They’re amazing, so we’re 
just happy we got to play with 
them,” she said.

Thein also runs a kayak 
polo program in Brooklyn 
Bridge Park, organizing free 
games for players of all ages 
and experience levels every 
Sunday afternoon during 
summer. 

Kayak polo is like basketball in boats — players “dribble” the ball by throwing 
it in front of them and score goals via an elevated net.
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FOLLOW OUR 
DAILY UPDATES ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper
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