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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

It’s a Gowanus root canal!
The long-awaited federal cleanup of 

the Gowanus Canal got underway on 
Tuesday as crews began pulling large 
pieces of debris from the passageway’s 
noxious waters. 

And to see the remediation get under-
way after years of community meetings 
mapping out the waterway’s cleanup 
was a fulfilling moment for at least 
one local who is part of a panel de-
signed to find the best way forward 
for the scrub.

“We did a lot of work in all our meet-
ings hearing about these activities and to 
see them moving forward at this point is 
exciting,” said Marlene Donnelly, who 
is part of the Gowanus Canal Commu-
nity Advisory Group.

Crews will remove 36 large objects 
— including two boat wrecks the fed-
eral government determined have no his-
torical significance — from the Fourth 
Street basin behind Whole Foods over 
the next two weeks, according to Nat-
alie Loney, who is the project man-
ager for the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency. 

Ahead of the removal, the agency 
used sonar to map out the floor of the 

CANAL CLEANUP BEGINS
basin and found objects including a tree, 
eight support pilings, and several tires, 
she said.

Loney said the feds have a good idea 
about what they will find lying beneath 
the disgusting waters, including bikes 
and shopping carts, but also said that 
they might stumble upon some unex-
pected finds within the murky depths 
that is known in folklore as a dumping 
ground for bodies.

“We expect to find what you normally 
find in an urban setting,” she said. “So 
there will be urban debris, there may 
be some surprises. I can’t expect what 
they might be.”

Once the objects are pulled up from 
the sludgy abyss, they will be unloaded 
onto a barge, where crews will wash and 
clean them before they are divided into 
landfill or recyclable materials, while 
any of the toxic sediment that comes up 
will be taken to an off-site facility.

Air monitors positioned along the 
canal will keep an eye on the air qual-
ity as debris is taken out and the sedi-
ment — which contains toxic coal tar 
— is shaken up, although Loney said 
that she doesn’t expect there will be 
high spikes of contamints flooding the 
Gowanus air.

And a turbidity curtain has been in-
stalled to ensure that disrupted sedi-
ment doesn’t infiltrate the rest of the 
canal, Loney said.

The debris removal is the first step 
of the lengthy cleanup process, which 
is expected to be completed in 2022, 
12 years after the feds designated it as 
a Superfund cleanup site. 

Crews will return in 2017 to dredge 
the coal tar infested waterway after 
the objects are removed from the ca-
nal bed.

The cleanup comes at a time when 
residential development along Brook-
lyn’s Nautical Purgatory is at an all-
time high, as luxury condos are rising 
along Bond Street in Carroll Gardens 
as well as on Carroll Street near the fa-
mous wooden drawbridge.  

Six years after Gowanus declared Superfund site, Fed crews get to work 

The Environmental Protection Agency says crews might run into some surprises as they pull up debris.
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Cleaning the
Gowanus

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

The opening of Brooklyn Heights’ 
newly restored Bossert Hotel has been 
pushed back yet again — until some-
time next year, despite  promises that the 
high-end Montague Street inn would 
welcome guests this month , Brooklyn 
Paper has learned.

One local leader learned of the de-
lay when he tried to book an event for 
his civic group this month, only to be 
told the elevators were out of commis-
sion until at least December. 

“They didn’t give us a firm date when 
it would be opening,” said Peter Bray, who 
is the executive director of the Brook-

lyn Heights Association.
And a construction worker at the site 

on the corner of Hicks and Montague 
streets claimed the hotel will not be ready 
to open until next year.

It is the latest delay in the opening of 
the historic lodge that for years housed 
members of the Jehovah’s Witnesses be-
fore being sold in 2012.

Developer David Bistricer of Clip-
per Equity told this paper in June that 
the 107-year-old hotel would open in 
October, three years after he and fel-
low real-estate tycoon Joseph Chetrit 
initially promised to have the ornate 
inn up and running. 

But the floors still need to be re-

finished and the elevators must be 
fixed before the hotel can open its 280 
rooms, ground-floor restaurant, cafe, 
and rooftop eatery and bar, according 
to the worker.

People have been itching to book a 
night at the  swanky hotel , known as 
Brooklyn’s “Waldorf Astoria,” since this 
paper started writing about it, frequently 
contacting reporters asking about how 
they can  make reservations  at the same 
place where the Brooklyn Dodgers fa-
mously celebrated their 1955 World Se-
ries win.

Argentinian hotelier Fen Hotels — 
the same operator that opened the Daz-
zler Hotel at Tillary Street and Flatbush 

Avenue Extension Downtown — will 
run the hotel under the name Esplendor 
Bossert, and has yet to set up a website 
for bookings.

And from his daily observations, 
Bray said that unfortunately, it doesn’t 
look like anybody will be staying the 
night in one of the hotel’s plush beds 
anytime soon.

“I walk by it everyday and on the 
ground floor when you look in the door 
you see that there’s quite a ways to go,” 
he said. “It’s very bizarre, it’s already 
taken far longer than one would expect 
on any normal project of this sort.” 

Clipper Equity did not respond to re-
quests for comment.

Bossert opening pushed back
Worker: Long-delayed hotel restoration won’t be ready until next year

There’s still quite a bit of work to go inside the lobby before Brooklyn 
Heights’ Bossert Hotel can open.
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Hill fans campaign in ... style?
Clinton fashion parades across Brooklyn Bridge, with message

A couple hundred Hillary Clinton supporters donned their best pantsuits to march over the 
Brooklyn Bridge for National Pantsuit Day.
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(Left) Clinton supporters as 
they proceeded over the 
crossing. (Above) Olympic 
figure skater Michelle Kwan 
even made an appearance, 
although not in a pantsuit.

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Talk about a power walk! 
Hundreds of Hillary Clinton 

supporters threw on their best 
Clinton-esque pantsuits and 
marched across the Brooklyn 
Bridge to show their solidarity 
with the presidential candidate on 
Saturday, and even though many 
of the marchers might not have 
their own closet lined with the 
one-stop-shop outfit, they still 
applauded Clinton’s trend-set-
ting and years-long embrace of 
the fashion. 

“It’s not my style but I love 
that she wears them,” said Andrea 
Reese, a Park Sloper who unlike 
Clinton’s designer digs, donned a 
makeshift teal pantsuit she made 
out of separates. “I love that she 
doesn’t do this sort of traditional 
feminine appearance, I think it 
represented an important part of 
who she is.”

The march was one of seven 
that took place around the country 
to pay tribute to Clinton’s mono-
chromatic go-to and rally sup-
porters — whom in the past she 
has jokingly called the “ Sister-
hood of the Traveling Pantsuit ” 
— ahead of Election Day. 

The horde of participants 

donned pantsuits of all persua-
sions — business casual, festive, 
patterned, and bright — as they 
chanted and held signs with say-
ings such as “B---- pleats” “Nasty 
women get s--- done” (thanks, 
Donald Trump!) and “Pantsuit 
power.” 

Clinton has modeled her signa-

ture style in all forms — and may 
even have  taken inspiration from 
Death Row Records hip hop art-
ists  — but Reese said that her fa-
vorite pantsuit to see on the nom-
inee nods back to a time when 
women were also fighting to 
gain power.

“I like the white because it 

makes me think of the suffrag-
ettes,” she said.

Once marchers made their way 
over the bridge, they gathered at 
Clinton’s Pierrepont Street head-
quarters to unleash their rally 
cries, which included an appear-
ance from Olympic figure skating 
medalist Michelle Kwan.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Brooklyn Heights cele-
brated 50 years as New York 
City’s first historic district 
with a rededication of a plaque 
commemorating its exclusive 
status at the Brooklyn Histor-
ical Society last Friday. 

And the man who led the 
charge to get the brownstone-
lined neighborhood protected 
as city power broker Robert 
Moses attempted to destroy the 
neighborhood with his Brook-
lyn-Queens Expressway said 
the designation helped save 
the low-rise nabe from be-
coming yet another luxury 
condo enclave.

“It’s lucky that we got it des-
ignated because given the way 
development has taken over, 
there wouldn’t be very much 
left,” said Otis Pearsall, a Wil-
low Street lawyer who formed 
the Historic Preservation Com-
mittee of influential civic group 
the Brooklyn Heights Associ-
ation in the ’50s. “That would 
have been a tragic loss for the 
nation, much less Brooklyn and 
the city.” 

In recognition of Brooklyn 
Heights’ preservation of the 
past, the National Park Service 

Making history!
Heights celebrates 50 years as ‘district’

presented the neighborhood 
with a plaque in 1965 declar-
ing its historical significance, 
making it the third nabe in the 
country and the first in the 
city to hold the honor. 

Officials passed the New 
York City Landmarks Law the 
same year and the neighbor-
hood was designated as the 
city’s first ever historic dis-

trict in November. 
But someone stole the 

plaque years ago and the Na-
tional Parks Service created a 
replica that it adorned to the 
Pierrepont historical society 
building in recognition of its 
half-century on the register. 

In a historic district, there 
are height restrictions and hom-
eowners must follow strict rules 

Neighborhood preservationist Otis Pearsall was 
instrumental in getting the historic district desig-
nated.
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By Gersh Kuntzman
Brooklyn Paper

So what is the best movie 
of all time?

If you’re Brooklyn Paper 
Radio hosts Gersh Kuntzman 
and Vince DiMiceli, it’s “ The 
Shawshank Redemption ” (or, 
possibly, “ Jaws .”).

But if you’re Cristina Ca-
cioppo, the programmer at 
the new Alamo Drafthouse 
—  which opens this week 
Downtown  — it’s some-
thing by  Sylvester Stallone  
or even the much-mocked 
film, “ Ishtar .”

“Stallone has an artsy side 
that not too many people ap-

preciate,” Cacioppo said on 
Brooklyn Paper Radio last 
Thursday. “And ‘Ishtar’ is 
a completely underrated 
movie.”

But under questioning from 
Daily News columnist Kuntz-
man, Cacioppo admitted that 
she finds the  beloved Mor-
gan Freeman-Tim Robbins 
prison film  “too sentimen-
tal” for her taste.

And that taste will soon be 
on display for all Brooklynites 
to judge, once Alamo opens 
its first New York City cin-
ema, restaurant, and bar inside 
the City Point tower on Gold 
Street. The seven-screen in-

dieplex opens on Friday, Oct. 
28. Cacioppo promised a mix 
of art house classics, new re-
leases and, yes, plenty of weird 
Asian kick-boxing films.

Kuntzman, of course, asked 
the tough questions, pulling 
out schedules from Alamo’s 
other locations around the 
country and musing why 
Brooklyn’s appears to be so 
light on new releases.

“We’re programming for 
the local audience, which 
isn’t the suburbs,” Cacioppo 
rightfully pointed out. “We’ll 
have something for everyone, 
though.”

That “something” in-

ON THE RADIO

Talking Alamo fl icks
cludes cocktails, alcoholic 
milkshakes, burgers and the 
chain’s trademark “chips and 
queso.” (Kuntzman said he 
understood the dish’s com-
ponents because he speaks 
Spanish “un poco.”)

Brooklyn Paper radio is 
recorded and podcast live 
every Thursday at 4:45 pm  
from our studio in Ameri-
ca’s Downtown and can be 
found, as always, on Brook-
lynPaper.com, on  iTunes , 
on  Mixlr , and of course, on 
 Stitcher .

meant to guarantee the stock 
of 19th century row houses re-
main just as charming as they 
were when horse and buggies 
roamed the streets.

Pearsall says that Brooklyn 
Heights’ landmark status has 
been instrumental in maintain-
ing the old school allure of the 
neighborhood where every-
body knows everyone, while 
the rest of the city becomes 
overrun with impersonal sky 
high apartment buildings.

“It’s a pathway to a gentler 
and more attractive era,” he 
said. “You can see the sky, for 
example. It has a tendency to 
cause neighbors to know each 
other and pay attention to each 
other, it’s not like a bunch of fil-
ing boxes for people where they 
don’t have any identity at all.” 

He said that not much has 
changed in Brooklyn Heights 
from when he was fighting to 
preserve it, thanks to the des-
ignation, except for a few new 
restaurants and shops. 

“There’s a lot of satisfac-
tion in having done what we 
did,” he said. “It is very much 
the same because of the op-
eration of the law.” 

And one pol pointed out 
that the designation was yet 
another example of Brooklyn 
leading the way for others in 
the nation to follow. 

“It helped pave the way for 
the protection of other cultur-
ally significant sites around 
the country,” said Rep. Nydia 
M. Velázquez (D–Brooklyn 
Heights).

S P A C E  A V A I L A B L E 
AT THE  BROOKLYN NAVY YARD

You are cordially invited to 
attend a happy hour event 
to learn about upcoming 
available industrial space 
at the Brooklyn Navy Yard, 
including Building 77 (our 
1 million SF project com-
ing online 1Q 2017). 

NO BROKERS PLEASE

G U E S T S  W E L C O M E

PLEASE RSVP TO JALICEA@BROOKLYNNAVYYARD.ORG 

BLDG 92, 4TH FL. 63 FLUSHING AVE (AT THE INTERSECTION OF FLUSHING AND CARLTON AVES)
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•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

A hungry thief stole a food 
pushcart on Flatbush Avenue 
on Oct. 17.

The cart’s owner told cops 
the jerk removed the stand 
from its spot on the sidewalk 
near Fulton Street at around 
8:50 pm by pushing it along 
the thoroughfare.

Mac booked
Two baddies stole a guy’s 

MacBook Pro laptop af-

ter getting into a fight with 
him on Willoughby Street on 
Oct. 18.

Authorities said one of the 
lawbreakers bumped into the 
victim and started fighting 
with him. A MetroTech secu-
rity guard broke up the battle 
and in the process, the pair of 
villains ran off with the laptop, 
according to a report.

Mugged
Police arrested a man 

who they say stole a wom-
an’s phone as she was walk-
ing on Plymouth Street on 
Oct. 19.

Thief rolls off with food vendor’s cart 
The victim was strolling to-

wards Gold Street at 7:30 pm 
when the suspect approached 
her and demanded her phone, 
authorities said. The man then 
forcibly took it and fled, ac-
cording to authorities. 

Drunk and tired
An opportunistic sneak 

stole a drunk and very tired 
man’s phone and wallet from 
him during one of the two 
times he fell asleep on a 2 
train on Oct. 21.

The man told police he 
got on the train in Manhat-
tan with his belongings, but 
missed his stop and ended 
up in the Bronx. He then 
got on a Brooklyn-bound 2 
train but fell asleep again and 
didn’t wake up until the lo-
comotive made its last stop 
at Hoyt Street. 

The man — who told cops 
he was drunk at the time — 
went to a diner to eat and re-
alized his phone and wallet 
had been taken, according to 
a report.

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Suckerpunch
Some snake punched a 

70-year-old man in the face 
on Flatbush Avenue on Oct. 
17.

The senior told police he 
was standing near Fulton 
Street at 4:40 pm looking at 

a map when the baddie de-
livered the blow to his face, 
causing it to swell and bleed. 
He was taken to the hospital 
and treated for his injuries, 
authorities said. 

Covered up 
A pair of masked goons 

robbed a man at gunpoint and 
bashed him as he was sitting 
in his car on N. Oxford Street 
on Oct. 20. 

The victim told police he 
was hanging out in his ve-
hicle near Flushing Avenue 
at 8:30 pm when two creeps 
wearing masks showed a gun 
and demanded money. The 
curs then hit the victim in the 
head and took $400, accord-
ing to a report. 

Fright night 
Two thieves robbed a 

woman as she was walking 
home from work on Lafayette 
Avenue on Oct. 22. 

The lady was near Adelphi 
Street at 12:15 am when the 
pair of punks approached her, 
authorities said. One of them 
grabbed her pocketbook while 
the other jumped in front of 
her, snarling “Gimme your 
money,” officers reported. 

The woman reached into 
her bag and gave the crooks 
$80 and took off running, po-
lice said. 

Teamwork
A worm snatched a guy’s 

phone as he was standing on 
Fulton Street on Oct. 17, and 
then got his buddies to stop the 
victim from chasing him.

Authorities said the victim 
was near S. Portland Street 
at 8 pm when the miscreant 
grabbed his phone and ran 
into the nearby subway sta-
tion. But as the victim was 
chasing after the guy, two 
other louts pushed him into 
a wall and asked why he was 
running after the man, accord-
ing to a report. 

The two nogoodniks then 
ran off and fled with their 
friend on a Queens-bound 
C train, police said. 

Wrong way
Cops cuffed a guy who they 

say stole a 15-year-old boy’s 
phone after pretending to ask 
for directions in Fort Greene 
Park near N. Portland Street 
on Oct. 19.

The teenager told police he 
was in the park near Myrtle 

Avenue at 4:15 pm when the 
suspect asked him for direc-
tions. The man took the vic-
tim’s phone from his hands 
and asked him to show the 
way, cops said. 

The youngster asked for his 
phone back and the suspect 
took off running with it, ac-
cording to a report. Police later 
apprehended him and slapped 
cuffs on his wrists.

— Lauren Gill

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Reefer madness
Cops busted an alleged pot-

head for smoking pot at a War-
ren Street housing complex 
on Oct. 16.

Patrolmen spotted the sus-
pect puffing on a marijuana 
cigarette outside the building 
between Third and Fourth av-
enues at 11:16 am, before slap-
ping him cuffs on him and 
conducting a “field test” that 
confirmed the suspect was 
smoking the whacky tabacky, 
cops said.

Four-wheel steal
A thief made off with two 

bicycles parked on Empire 
Boulevard on Oct. 14.

The victim told police that 
he left his bikes near Flatbush 
Avenue at 4 pm, and returned 
an hour and half later to find 
the blue Crossroad and silver 
Trek stolen. 

Grand theft auto
A car thief took off in a 

man’s ’04 Ford Vangaurd from 
its Carrol Street spot some-
time between Oct. 6 and 11.

The victim told police that 
he parked his car between Pol-
hemus and Fiske places at 3 
pm, and returned five days 
later to find his ride had van-
ished. 

Sneaker swipe
A 20-year-old man was ar-

rested for lifting shoes from 
a Flatbush Avenue retailer on 
Oct. 14.

An employee told police 
that the suspect was seen 
browsing footwear in the 
store near Atlantic Avenue at 
5:40 pm, before he was spot-
ted shoving two pairs of pricey 
kicks into a bag and walking 
out the door.

— Colin Mixson

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Indecency 
A baddie flashed a gun at 

a guy on Lorraine Street on 
Oct. 18, police said.

The victim told police he 
got into a verbal argument 
with the jerk between Co-
lumbia and Hicks streets at 
2:40 pm when the about-40-
year-old  scoundrel lifted up 
his shirt, displaying a firearm, 
according to authorities. 

The guy feared for his 
safety and told police, offi-
cials said. 

Split second
A punk swiped an el-

derly woman’s wallet while 
she was waiting for a bus on 
Court Street on Oct. 23, po-
lice said. 

The 75-year-old woman 
told police she was waiting 
for the bus near Schermer-
horn Street at 10:30 am and 
went into her bag to look for 
her MetroCard, but the bus 
never showed up, so she took 
a cab. That’s when she real-
ized her wallet was missing, 
according to authorities. 

The nogoodnik took her 
brown leather wallet with 
three credit cards, her So-
cial Security card, two Medi-
care cards, and $100 in it, po-
lice said. 

And the bank had already 
called her that someone made 
charges on one of her cards, 
officials said. 

Gadget grab
Cops cuffed a 22-year-old 

for swiping a handful of elec-
tronics from a Smith Street 
store on Oct. 21.

The manager saw the sus-
pect take three Bluetooth 
speakers, one Sony gift 
card, and headphones from 
the store between President 
and Union streets at 5:20 pm, 
according to authorities. The 
suspect had two active war-
rants, police said. 

Fooled
A crook fooled a guy into 

thinking he was an emergency 
responder and stole a phone on 
Coffey Street on Oct. 21.

The man told police his 
coworker was being treated 
in an ambulance near Otsego 

Street at 10:15 am when he 
took her phone to give to 
what he thought was one of 
the emergency responders in 
a white uniform, but the jerk 
wasn’t an official and took 
the woman’s black iPhone, ac-
cording to authorities. 

Phone pinch 
A crook stole a teen’s phone 

she left on a desk in her Henry 
Street classroom on Oct. 17, 
police said.

The 17-year-old victim told 
police she left her iPhone on 
the desk at school between 
Third and Fourth places at 
2:30 pm while she went to go 
talk to the teacher, and when 
she walked back, it was gone, 
according to authorities.

— Julianne Cuba

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Shoe-box score 
A bandit busted into a 

man’s 68th Street apartment 
and stole $2,000 on Oct. 20, 
said police. 

The victim told police he 
left his home between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues at 9 am and 
upon returning later in the day 
he noticed his bedroom win-
dow was open and the screen 
was pushed out. He checked 
his makeshift safe, and no-
ticed his $2,000 in $100 bills 
was gone, said officials. 

Roommate woes
A goon slashed his room-

mate with a kitchen knife on 
Bay Ridge Avenue on Oct. 18, 
said police. 

The victim told cops the 
two got into a verbal dispute 
in their apartment between 
Ridge Boulevard and Colonial 
Road at 11:05 pm. It turned 
physical when one man picked 
up a kitchen knife and slashed 
his roommate’s right arm, po-
lice reported. 

Officers are looking for 
the roommate.

Jewel thief
A pilferer snuck into a 

woman’s Third Avenue apart-
ment on Oct. 18 and made 
off with gold jewelry, said 
police.

The woman returned to her 
apartment between 92nd and 
93rd streets at 11:30 am and 
noticed her apartment was 
ransacked, said officials. Gold 
watches, rings, a bracelet, and 
a necklace were lifted, po-
lice said.

Sneaky heist 
The manager of a Fifth Av-

enue fast-food chain lifted 
thousands of dollars from the 
store’s registers from Oct. 16 
to 20, said police.

The employee removed the 
cash from the fried chicken 
chain between 92nd and 93rd 
streets each night but did not 
deposit it into a company bank 
account like he was suppose to 
and instead pocketed $9,355, 
said police. 

When the branch manager 
discovered what was going, 
on the worker stated, “I’ll pay 
you back, just give me some 
time,” said officials. 

The man remains at large, 
said police.

— Caroline Spivack

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Cops arrested a man 
for allegedly slugging 
a woman in the face as 
she exited the controver-
sial Woodland restaurant 
on Flatbush Avenue on 
Oct. 14.

The arresting officer 
was outside the saloon near 
St, Mark’s Avenue at 10:30 
pm, when he spotted the 
victim as she was escorted 
out of the bar, according 
to police.

The woman had just 
emerged onto the sidewalk 
when the suspect launched 
his alleged assault, punch-
ing her once in the face, 
cops said.

Upon witnessing the at-

tack, the patrolman sprang 
into action, but the suspect 
didn’t make things easy on 
him, and flailed his arms 
as the officer made the ar-
rest, cops said.

Woodland made head-
lines recently after Dep-
uty Inspector Frank DiGia-
como of the 78th Precinct 
made the call in early Sep-
tember to  post officers out-
side the Flatbush Avenue 
watering hole  to moni-
tor it and the neighboring 
Bleachers Sports Bar and 
Grill Friday through Mon-
day in response to area res-
idents’ quality of life con-
cerns.

It is unclear if the offi-
cer who affected the sus-
pect’s arrest was attached 
to the post.

Cops: Woman  hit 
outside Slope bar POLICE BLOTTER

Find more online every Wednesday at
BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

NERDS
LOVE 

CALL TO 
ADVERTISE: 

(718) 260-4552
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Planned Service Changes

D
WEEKEND
11:30 PM Fri to 5 AM Mon
Oct 28 – 31
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Please join us at the
Drop-In-Center at Mount Carmel
An indoor play space for infants and children through two years 

old accompanied by an adult.  Enter on Havemeyer St. and
N. 8th St.  We are open Tuesday - Friday, 9AM - Noon.

$10.00 per visit.
10 Withers Street, Williamsburg, Brooklyn

917-993-1330
Pumpkin Party!

Also, join us for some “toddler fun” as we  cel-
ebrate Halloween with pumpkin painting, apple 
cider, treats and lots of fun at the brand new 

Mount Carmel Early Childhood Center!
Sing-a-long with Miss Katie

from 11 am-noon
FREE FOR ALL AND ALL ARE WELCOME!
Saturday, Oct. 29th from 10 Am - Noon

To the editor, 
I am writing to clarify and 

correct some of the statements 
contained in a story published 
in the Brooklyn Paper on Oct. 
20 regarding the heights of 
the proposed development at 
Pier 6 ( A likely ‘story’: Park 
tower will be a bit higher than 
expected ). 

First, the headline and ma-
jor thrust of the story — that 
the planned buildings at Pier 
6 will be higher than expected 
— are simply false. 

In June, the Brooklyn 
Bridge Park Board of Direc-
tors voted to approve a Pier 
6 Project that included two 
buildings: one standing 315 
feet including its mechanical 
equipment, and one standing 
155 feet excluding it. These 
heights are likewise set forth 
in the Park’s General Project 
Plan, which is the Park’s gov-
erning document.  

Last week, that exact 
plan was filed with the De-
partment of Buildings. The 
heights identified in the plans 
submitted to DOB do not ex-
ceed the building heights ap-
proved by the BBP Board of 
Directors, nor the heights set 

forth in the General Project 
Plan. While the renderings 
presented at the BBP Board 
of Directors indicated that the 
Parcel A building would con-
tain 28 residential floors, and 
the Parcel B building would 
contain 14 residential floors, 
the drawings submitted to 
DOB counted the buildings’ 
mechanicals and bulkheads as 
“floors,” thereby increasing 
each building’s floor count, 
for DOB purposes, by two. 
The overall building heights 
have not changed. I would 
also like to clarify that the 
Park fully complied with the 
terms of a 2015 court settle-
ment related to the Pier 6 proj-
ect, which stipulated that the 
Park would request a modi-
fication of its General Proj-
ect Plan. The Park requested 
this modification, which was 
not adopted. The Pier 6 Proj-
ect will not exceed the height 
limit in the General Project 
Plan, which allows for Pier 6 
heights of 315 feet and 155 feet 
exclusive of mechanicals. 

David Lowin
The writer is the interim 

president of Brooklyn 
Bridge Park

LETTER: Paper got 
it wrong on Bridge 
Park tower height

By Caroline Spivack
Brooklyn Paper

It’s retro Coney — in full 
color!

The formerly bare walls 
of Valerio’s Way in Luna 
Park are being transformed 
into a vibrant art walk that 
highlights the People’s Play-
ground’s past. Luna Park 
commissioned Sheepshead 
Bay street artist Danielle 
Mastrion to paint a three-
walled tribute to Coney Is-
land, and she aims to make 
the work a monument to the 
area’s history. 

“I actually call the mural 

A colorful history mural for Coney
a walk through time,” said 
Mastrion. “It’s suppose to 
be Coney Island’s past and 
present.”

Once completed, the mu-
ral will span three walls with 
tributes to iconic structures 
and more than a century of 
the neighborhood’s history. 
Sites such as the Elephant 
Colossus, the original entry-
way of Luna Park predeces-
sor Dreamland Amusement 
Park, and a recreation of a 
1940s Miss Coney Island will 
line the walls.

Mastrion has worked on 
the first of three walls for 

more than two months. In 
it, a fanciful mermaid queen 
with the Parachute Jump as 
her crown greets beach-go-
ers. The background cur-
rently features a skyline of 
rides, but will soon include 
a cityscape of western Co-
ney Island’s high-rise apart-
ment buildings to emphasize 
that the nabe is more than just 
a tourist attraction.

“I feel it’s important to 
add the cityscape of Coney 
Island, because I wanted 
to make sure it wasn’t just 
the seaside and the rides — 
that’s the part that gets a lot 
of love, but there’s a whole 
neighborhood here — that 
needs to be highlighted,” said 
Mastrion. 

The Southern Brooklyn 
native frequented the Peo-
ple’s Playground with her 
mother as a kid. 

To this day the neon signs 
for rides that no longer exist 
stick out in her mind, evok-
ing the warm memories of 
summer trips to the beach 

with family that inspired her 
to create the mural.

“There are so many happy 
memories I have about this 

place,” she said. “A lot of peo-
ple have negative things to 
say about Coney Island, but 
to me, it’s never been nega-

tive, and I want to show that 
in a mural.”

Mastrion aims to complete 
all three walls by January. 

Danielle Mastrion is working on a mural that chronicles the history and evolu-
tion of Luna Park and Coney Island.
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from the Coney Island train station and works as an 
ambassador for the area, she said.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Oh beer! 
Beloved Red Hook pub 

Rocky Sullivan’s is clos-
ing its Van Dyke Street lo-
cation and moving its oper-
ation to a new space down 
the street, one of the Irish 
watering hole’s drink sling-
ers confirmed. 

“We’re moving,” said a 
bartender who declined to 
give his full name because 
he didn’t have the authority 
to disclose more information. 
“We might be closed for a lit-
tle bit and it might be a few 
days for us to get everything 
set up.” 

The bar announced on its 
Facebook page last Wednes-
day that it is being “forci-
bly removed” from its lo-
cation on Van Dyke and 
Dwight streets, where it 
has been pouring drinks 
since 2007.

Beloved bar Rocky Sullivan’s moving down the street

Cast away in Red Hook

Cherished Irish pub Rocky Sullivan’s is moving out 
of its Van Dyke Street location.
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 The new incarnation of 
the popular drinking den 
will open in a building at 

Beard and Dwight streets, 
which used to house dive 
bar Lillie’s before it closed 

in 2007.
And the barkeep said that 

the only thing that patrons 
will have to adjust to might 
be the time of their walk to 
and from the bar, since the 
team is taking all of the el-
ements of its homey space 
with them. 

“Everything is going with 
us so it will be the same thing,” 
he said. 

The Beard Street location 
will be the third space that 
Rocky Sullivan’s has occu-
pied in Brooklyn since moving 
here from Manhattan. 

The website DNAInfo  first 
reported  the news of its im-
pending move. 

The building’s owner did 
not respond to a request for 
comment. 

Rocky Sullivan’s last 
call (34 Van Dyke Street at 
Dwight Street in Red Hook). 
Oct. 27 from 8 am.

By Caroline Spivack
Brooklyn Paper

It’s beginning to look a 
lot like Christmas — in Oc-
tober.

The holiday decorations 
are up on Fifth Avenue — 
more than a week before Hal-
loween and two months be-
fore Christmas, Hanukkah, 
or Kwanzaa begin.

And the move has Ridg-
ites puzzled over whether to 
fill their cauldrons with candy 
or stuff their stockings with 
gifts, said one resident.  

“I just did pumpkin carv-

ing with my kid and it’s al-
ready snowing on Fifth Ave-
nue,” said Bay Ridge resident 
Joe Balducci. “I said to my-
self, ‘What the heck? What 
month is it?’ Every year the 
decorations come earlier 
and earlier. The stores haul 
out the Halloween candy in 
September and the Christmas 
decorations in October. I’m 
gonna start buying Valen-
tine’s chocolate in Decem-
ber at this rate.”

The Fifth Avenue Busi-
ness Improvement District 
paid Williamsburg-head-

quartered Illuminations by 
Arnold to put up the deco-
rations. Only a few compa-
nies citywide have contracts 
to hang garland, wreaths, 
and lights on city blocks, 
so they have to get started 
early in order to finish deck-
ing the halls by late Decem-
ber, the merchant group’s 
head said.

“It’s early, but the contrac-
tor has to do what he has to do 
to get them all up in time for 
the holidays,” said business 
improvement district presi-
dent Jim Clark. “They serve 

the majority of the city, so they 
have to a get a head start.”

The Avenue won’t light up 
until after Thanksgiving, but 
the early cheer is a welcome 
sight for some.

“I’m super into Christmas, 
so I like it when I see the lights 
up early,” said Dyker Heights 
resident Martha Walsh. “That 
tells me, ‘Get ready the holi-
days are almost here.’ ”

Others found humor in the 
fact that Fifth Avenue is sprin-
kled with snowflakes even 
though — on Oct. 22 — the 
mercury had yet to drop.

It’s Christmastime in Bay Ridge!
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Call to enroll or make an in-person appointment  
1-855-857-4365
(TTY 1-888-542-3821) 

7 days a week, 8am–8pm 

Visit www.ChooseHFMedicare.org

Here for you
with Medicare Advantage plans that fit your budget

Time is running out to choose one of our quality 

Medicare Advantage plans for New Yorkers like you. 

Get access to doctors close to home, and benefits 

such as free transportation to appointments, and 

prescription drug coverage. Plus, save with:

Don’t wait! 
Medicare open 

enrollment ends 

December 7

$0
or low monthly 

plan premiums

$0
or low copays for 

primary care doctors

$0
or low copays for 

preventive dental

FREE Medicare 
information sessions

Get help choosing the right 
plan. Call 1-855-857-4365 
to reserve your space at 
a session near you. Light 
refreshments will be served.

FREE tote bag  
when you attend!

While supplies last. Limit one per 

person, with no obligation to enroll.

Healthfirst Health Plan, Inc., dba Healthfirst Medicare Plan, offers HMO plans that contract with the Federal Government. Enrollment in 
Healthfirst Medicare Plan depends on contract renewal. The benefit information provided is a brief summary, not a complete description 
of benefits. Limitations, copayments, and restrictions may apply. Benefits, formulary, pharmacy network, provider network, premium and/
or co-payments/co-insurance may change on January 1 of each year. You must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium. Please 
contact the plan for further details. A sales person will be present with information and applications. For accommodation of persons with 
special needs at sales meetings, call 1-888-260-1010 and TTY 1-888-542-3821. Healthfirst Medicare Plan complies with applicable 
Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex. ATENCIÓN: si habla 
español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 1-888-260-1010 (TTY 1-888-867-4132). 注意: 
如果您使用繁體中文, 您可以免費獲得語言援助服務。請致電 1-888-260-1010 (TTY 1-888-542-3821)。

© 2016 HF Management Services, LLC. 1880  H3359_MKT17_48 Accepted 09042016
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Range Kids. (I always say I’m 
not an expert on how to parent, 
I’m an expert on how we got 
so afraid for our kids.)

So anyway: How did Freud 
fare as a papa?

He was very close with 
his daughter Anna — “per-
haps too close,” writes Co-
hen. He actually analyzed her. 
And since Freudian analysis 
deals with childhood sexual-
ity and fantasies, you have to 
assume this was awkward. 
These days, there’s no way a 
father could ethically analyze 
his own child. But back then 
it was all new — Freud basi-
cally founded the field — so 
you can’t hold it against him. 
And rather than castigate her 
dad, Anna followed in his foot-
steps and became another dis-
tinguished psychoanalyst.

The same dynamics are 
not found in the Klein fam-
ily. Melanie Klein was a stu-

dent of Freud’s who became 
famous for her work on play 
therapy — the idea that chil-
dren express their fears and 
frustrations through play. 
(For instance: a toddler an-
grily punishing her doll for 
being a “bad girl.”)

Like the Freud family, 
Mama Klein’s daughter also 
went in the family business. 
That meant that mother and 
daughter were sometimes 
at the same psychoanalytic 
conferences, where they’d be 
shrieking at each other. 

They didn’t speak for 20 
years, and when the mom died, 
daughter Melitta refused to go 
to her funeral, and wore special 
red shoes to celebrate.

Darwin and his children go 
on the other side. Although 
Darwin was not really a psy-
chologist, since the field had 
not yet been invented when 
his kids were born in the mid-
1800s, he was a keen observer 
of species, including his own. 
He lost three of them, but the 
children who survived felt very 
warmly toward him, and were 
at his bedside when he died.

Not so the kids of John B. 
Watson, one of the first scien-
tific psychologists, as well as 
one of the founders of modern 
advertising. Watson wrote a 

book on the psychological care 
of the infant that was hugely 
influential in the first half of 
the 20th century. And yet, he 
was a harsh disciplinarian 
who only shook hands with 
his kids. In fact, says Cohen, 
“He accused American moth-
ers of hugging their children 
and making them homosex-
ual” — a good reminder that 
accepted truths in one gener-
ation do not always last into 
the next.

Nor do parenting books. 
When Dr. Spock’s “Com-
mon Sense Book of Baby 
and Childcare” came out 
1946, it quickly supplanted 
Watson’s as the most popu-
lar guide around. That’s in part 
because it sounded so much 
more gentle — even though 
Spock, too, was a “quite se-
vere father.”

Spock’s book famously 
begins: “Trust yourself. You 
know more than you think 
you do.”

Maybe he should have 
added, “And we don’t really 
know what we’re doing ei-
ther.”

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker, author of the 
book and blog Free-Range 
Kids, and a contributor at 
Reason.com.

 
 

 

APY1AAPY10.51%
On balances of $5,000 or more1.00%

For the first 90 days

1. New Complete Checking Plus account with new money only. Existing checking account customers are not eligible. An existing checking customer is defined as anyone who currently has or has had a Flushing Bank checking account within the last 24 months. This offer is limited to one Complete 
Checking Plus account per household. The APY is effective October 17, 2016. The APY for Complete Checking Plus is 0.15% for daily account balances between $0 to $4,999. The blended annual percentage yield (APY) for Complete Checking Plus is 0.51% for daily account balances between $5,000 
to $49,999 and 0.59% for daily account balances of $50,000 or greater. The guaranteed rate of 1.00% will remain in effect for 90 days after account opening. At the end of this 90 day period the annual percentage yield will revert to 0.35% for daily account balances between $5,000 to $49,999 and 
0.45% for daily account balances of $50,000 or greater. Rates may change at any time without notice. You must maintain a daily balance of $5,000 for the statement cycle to receive the disclosed yield. If your daily account balance is less than $5,000 the interest rate paid on the entire balance in your 
account will be 0.15% APY. You must deposit a minimum of $100 to open the Complete Checking Plus account. A minimum balance of $5,000 is required to avoid a monthly maintenance fee. Fees may reduce the earnings on the account. The rate and offer are subject to change and early termination 
without prior notice at any time. 2. New Complete Checking or Complete Checking Plus account with new money only. Existing checking account customers are not eligible. An existing checking customer is defined as anyone who currently has or has had a Flushing Bank checking account within the 
last 24 months. This offer is limited to one Complete Checking or Complete Checking Plus account per household. Minimum deposit required to open a new Complete Checking account is $25 and a new Complete Checking Plus account is $100. No minimum balance required to be eligible for the 
Bonus. Direct Deposit – You will receive $100 for signing up for and receiving a recurring direct deposit of $250 or more. Tax refund checks do not qualify as direct deposit. Direct Deposits must be completed prior to 90 days after the account is opened. Debit Card Purchases – You will receive $50 for 
the completion of 5 debit card purchases. Each debit card purchase must be $25 or more. Online Banking Bill-payments – You will receive $50 for completing 5 online banking bill-payments via Flushing Bank’s Online Banking portal. Each online bill-pay must be $25 or more. Debit Card Purchases and 
Online Bill-payments must be completed prior to 60 days after the account is opened. THE MAXIMUM AMOUNT ANY CUSTOMER CAN RECEIVE IS $200.  The compensation will be credited to the checking account on or about the end of the month following the completion of the above qualifying 
transactions within the required time after account opening. A 1099 will be issued in the amount credited to your account. Other fees and restrictions may apply. All offers are subject to change and termination without prior notice at any time.

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Celebrate With Us!

Plus when you open a new Flushing Bank Complete Checking Plus account you can get up to $200.2

Hurry, this is a limited time offer. Call or stop by a branch today!

For more information visit your local Flushing Bank branch, go to  
www.FlushingBank.com, or call 800.581.2889.

Join the Grand Opening celebration of our new Flushing Bank location  
at 61-14 Springfield Boulevard.  As part of the celebration, you will earn a special interest 
rate of 1.00%1 for the first 90 days when you open a new Complete Checking Plus account 
at any of our branches.1 

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.

Complete Checking Plus

How can intimacy be 
achieved? 

I’m dying to come 
up with some sort of solu-
tion.

Forging intimate relation-
ships is tough. It’s hard to 
pull them off for yourself, 
let alone figure how to teach 
others to do it. Unfortunately, 
it’s what’s required as a parent 
and, moreover, as a person liv-
ing on this great Earth. We all 
need to learn and share con-
stantly our strategies on how 
to be closer — physically and 
emotionally.

I mull it and mull it. I read 
almost exclusively about peo-
ple and their relationships. I 
talk to as many people as I can 
— including perfect strang-
ers — about the most personal 
details of their relationships. 

Friends will sit down across 
from me and give me the low-
down on their marriage, their 
divorce, their dating lives, not 
to get answers (because they 
know I don’t have any) but just 
because they know I am almost 
constantly weighing and bal-
ancing how we can get closer 
to one another as a species. I 
want to understand what goes 
“wrong” in my own relation-
ships and others’, and what 
“right” even feels like. 

My poor kids. Really, a 
mom who thinks it’s possible, 
really possible, to “figure out” 
relationships? Unlike others, 
who aren’t related to me, they 
can’t skedaddle when my de-
mands for intimacy grow too 
great, when I wonder aloud 
why they aren’t talking to me 
all the time about their great-
est secrets and dreams.

The thing is, even with all 
this thought, am I even ready 
for the moments when my kids 

do decide to share? The time is 
nigh’, and what do I do? Do I 
just nod and listen? Do I offer 
specific advice? Do I, maybe, 
just ask some general questions 
and see what comes up?

The thing is, we don’t usu-
ally know ourselves very well, 
not nearly well enough to ask 
ourselves the tough questions 
like, “What do I really want? 
How do I feel about another 
person? How do they feel 
about me?”

We are often way too busy 
to get intimate even with our-
selves, let alone others. Where 
would there be time in between 
working or school, between 
all those seasons of shows to 
catch up on, between social 
media postings?

I am tongue-tied, often, 
around my kids. I want to kick 

them off their devices, but I 
know my conversation topics 
tend toward some heavy stuff, 
and sometimes I don’t know 
what to talk about that isn’t 
the “Share your feelings! Let 
it all out” crap that will make 
them run screaming. 

But we’re getting there. 
They are adolescents forg-
ing forward with creating in-
timate relationships of their 
own — friends or something 
more — and I hope my repu-
tation for talking incessantly 
about the subject might keep 
me in good stead. They might 
think I have a few thoughts to 
share, or even — hope against 
hope  — that I might be a car-
ing, non-judgmental, sympa-
thetic ear.

After all, what is there to 
say? What have I learned 

from the great literature of 
James Baldwin or W. Som-
erset Maugham? What have 
Shakespeare or Graham 
Greene taught me? Um, that 
intimacy is confusing? That 
there’s no handbook or how-
to manuals? That it feels more 
than slightly out of our con-
trol? That pain is inevitable 
but that the pleasure of it, the 
pleasure of intimacy is — so 
very, very pleasurable.

What I’ve learned firsthand 
and through the very best books 
and movies and art and dance, 
is that the pain of intimacy will 
be overshadowed — if only for 
brief magical moments — by 
incredible pleasure. And that 
those moments are worth fight-
ing for, figuring for. 

They are better than any 
show.

Getting intimate (or at least trying to)
Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

Incredible shrinking parents
“In 20 years they can 

tell it to their thera-
pist” is a line parents 

hear — and say — a lot.
Especially in New York.
Most of us — somewhat 

jokingly, somewhat earnestly 
— believe that our kids are 
keeping track of all the little 
things we’ve said and done 
wrong, and will someday di-
vulge these while free-asso-
ciating on a couch. If only we 
could be raising our kids with 
the expert wisdom of the real 
child experts: Psychiatrists.

Well, a new book should 
make us all breathe a little eas-
ier. “Great Psychologists as Par-
ents” by David Cohen looks at 
10 towering shrinks and child-
development experts, includ-
ing Freud and Dr. Spock, and 
finds that their track record is, 
well, mixed. In fact, the Brit-
ish Cohen told me in a phone 
interview, the shrinks’ odds of 
raising happy, well-adjusted off-
spring were “not very different” 
from the rest of ours.

“The idea that if you study 

child psychology you become 
a better parent? Historically, 
there’s no evidence for it,” said 
Cohen. To illustrate, he added, 
“I went to a funeral not long 
ago and met the son of a very 
famous British psychologist 
and I said to him, ‘You must 
miss your dad.’ And he said to 
me, ‘You must be joking!’ ”

Which makes me feel kind 
of good.

Not that I want any child to 
suffer a traumatic upbringing! 
I just like knowing that there 
isn’t necessarily a cheat sheet 
that the experts get that the rest 
of us don’t. And I say this as 
someone sometimes described 
as a parenting expert myself, 
since I write the blog Free-

By Lenore Skenazy

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Book ’em!
New York book lovers gob-

bled up fine hors d’oeuvres 
and boogied to fresh tunes at 
the Park Slope branch of the 
Brooklyn Public Library on 
Oct. 21, where two authors 
were awarded the Brooklyn 
Eagles Literary Prize for dis-
tinguished works of fiction 
and non-fiction.

Author Mary E. Buser 
gasped as she was announced 
the recipient of this year’s 
prize in the non-fiction cate-
gory for “Lockdown on Rik-
ers,” a first-person account 
of her time spent as a men-
tal health professional at the  
notorious jail complex.

“I’m speechless. I can’t 
believe that I’m in this mag-
nificent library, accepting an 
award that is so special,” 

Buser said.
The library would also 

award novelist Idra Novey 
for her tale “Ways to Disap-
pear,” a fictional account of 
an American interpreter’s ef-
forts to solve the disappear-
ance of a Brazilian writer.

An avid Park Slope Li-
brary patron, Novey was dou-
bly honored to be receiving 
the prize at her home away 
from home, she said.

Library honors writers

Writer Idra Novey was awarded a prize for her novel “Ways to Disappear” at 
the Park Slope branch of the Brooklyn Public Library on Oct. 21.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

C
all the borough Spook-lyn! 

Halloween events are stalking the 
streets of Brooklyn this weekend, and 

there is an option for every boy and ghoul, 
whether you want terrifying ghosts and 
goblins or family-friendly costumes and 
candy. Fear not, for we have rounded up 
some of the best celebrations for your All 
Hallow’s Eve. 

Coney Island creepy 
Skip the usual haunted house in fa-

vor of the patriotic poltergeists of “Dirty 
Work at the Wax Works.” This play from 
Coney Island’s unofficial mayor Dick Zi-
gun takes sideshow to the next level, cre-
ating an immersive experience narrated 
by the night watchman of the Coney Is-
land’s Presidential Wax Works. The wild 
night includes axe-wielding Abraham Lin-
coln, a shooting gallery re-enactment of 
the Kennedy assassination, and zombies 
eating Nixon’s brain! 

Sideshows by the Seashore [1208 Surf 
Ave. at W. 12th Street in Coney Island, 
(718) 372–5159], www.coneyisland.com. 
Oct. 28–29 at 8 pm and 10 pm; Oct. 30 at 

6 pm; Oct. 31 at 8 pm and 10 pm. $15. 

Out of the vault
Dress as a Beast or a Beauty for the 

Disney Halloween Ball, where cover band 

the Little Mermen, which plays rockified 
versions of songs from Disney films, will 
provide the soundtrack for the dancing, 
the drinking of speciality cocktails, and 
the costume contest.

The Hall at MP (470 Driggs Ave. be-
tween N. 10th and N. 11th streets in Wil-
liamsburg, www.thehallbrooklyn.com). 
Oct. 28 at 10:30 pm. $15 ($30 VIP).

Film fright
Peer between your fingers at the ex-

tremely creepy 1925 version of “Phantom 
of the Opera” playing on 16mm film, while 
quartet the Underworld Oscillator Corpo-
ration provides a live score.

Morbid Anatomy Museum (424 Third 
Ave. at Seventh St. in Gowanus, www.
morbidanatomymuseum.com). Oct. 28 at 
7 pm. $12. 

Cinema sleepover
Spend the night quaking in fear at Nite-

hawk Cinema’s “Nite to Dismember: House 
of Horrors.” The festivities begin at mid-
night and continue until dawn, with screen-
ings of classic films “The Exorcist,” “The 
Black Cat,” “The Legend of Hell House,” 
and “Night of the Demons,” as well as brand 
new horror flick “Under the Shadow.” Along 
with the freaky films, Nitehawk will host a 
costume contest, screen short horror films, 
give out gift bags, and serve a complimen-
tary breakfast in the morning. 

Ghost host

This beer bar may be filled with spirits!
The Diamond Bar in Greenpoint will host a 

seance on the eve of all Hallow’s Eve in an at-
tempt to commune with the spirits of Green-
pointers past. During the “Season’s Seance,” on 
Oct. 30 in the bar’s basement, 20 patrons will 
join hands with self-proclaimed English psy-
chic and medium Paula Roberts and hope for 
contact with the other side. But those hoping 
to chat with former Greenpoint residents Mae 
West or Mickey Rooney will likely be disap-
pointed, says the ghost whisperer.

“There can be no hope of who one contacts. 
It’s not a phone system,” Roberts explained. “It 
is for the other side to make contact, if they want 
to and are able to.”

While preparing for the seance, Roberts said 
that she has been contacted by three recently de-
ceased people from Greenpoint, as well as several 
spirits who are associated with the Diamond Bar 
location. Still, ghosts can be fickle guests, so there 
is no guarantee they will appear. She encourages 
attendees to come with “an open mind.”

“One cannot conjure up anyone at our will, it is 
entirely up to the other side, not us,” she said. 

But Roberts will try her best to contact those 
who have passed on. First, she plans to give guests 
an overview of the spirits she has already con-
tacted. Then Roberts will attempt to put herself 
in a “trance-like state,” during which she hopes 
to reach two people who spent a lot of time in 
the bar’s location during their lives. These spir-
its might appear at the seance as they did in life, 
she said, or they might show themselves by us-
ing the surrounding environment.

“There can be noises, changes in tempera-
ture, lights going on and off, water running, odd 
smells,” said Roberts.

Diamond Bar owner Dave Pollack says that there 
have been ghost sightings at the venue, and he has 
high hopes they will return for the event.

“Several bartenders have felt a presence down 
in the basement over the years, so we are ex-
cited to see what turns up,” he said.

“Season’s Seance” with Paula Roberts at the 
Diamond Bar [43 Franklin St. between Cayler 
and Quay streets in Greenpoint, (718) 383–
5030, www.thediamondbrooklyn.com]. Oct. 30 
at 8 pm. $10. — Laura Meltzer

E V E N T

Word’s pick — “The Queen of Katwe” 
by Tim Crothers

If you enjoy feel-good sports stories, “Queen 
of Katwe” by Tim Crothers should be your next 
pick! Recently adapted 
into a film from Disney, 
the story follows Phiona, 
a young girl from the 
slums of Uganda, who 
learns the game of chess 
and uses those lessons to 
overcome the struggles 
she was born into. Her 
journey to becoming 
a chess champion was 
very inspiring, and had 
me cheering for Phiona 
to the end.

— Karrie Ducusin, Word [126 Franklin St. at 
Milton Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096, 
 www.wordbrooklyn.com ].

Community Bookstore’s pick — “The 
Ballad of Peckham Rye” by Muriel Spark

Muriel Spark writes like she wants to get 
in trouble. Her vicious-edged wit is on display 

in “The Ballad of Peck-
ham Rye,” a rich tableau 
of mischief and mayhem 
from which no charac-
ter escapes unscathed. 
When the sinister Dou-
gal Douglas arrives in 
Peckham promising sal-
vation from the every-
day, the quaint working-
class town is thrown into 
chaos. Hearts are cor-
rupted, marriages bro-
ken, and madmen are 

driven to murder — all the good things a Spark 
novel promises.

— Hal Hlavinka, Community Bookstore [43 
Seventh Ave. between Carroll Street and Gar-
field Place in Park Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.
commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick — 
“Ship of Gold in the Deep Blue Sea” by 
Gary Kinder

On Sept. 3, 1857, the ship Central Amer-
ica sank off the Carolina 
coast. Four hundred pas-
sengers and 21 tons of 
California gold vanished 
into the sea. More than a 
century later, Tommy, a 
maverick engineer from 
Ohio, made it his mis-
sion to find the ship and 
recover its gold. Author 
Gary Kinder digs deep 
into the accounts of the 
Central America’s sur-
vivors and victims, and 
of those who worked close with Tommy, turn-
ing a journey of scientific inquiry into a deeply 
personal read.

— Grace Ecton, Greenlight Bookstore [686 
Fulton St. between S. Elliott Place and S. Port-
land Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 246–0200, 
 www.greenlightbookstore.com ].

Reading picks
B O O KS

By Alexandra Simon
Brooklyn Paper

T
hey’ll have a fabulous 
flight!

An opera company will 
blast off on Halloween, sending 
a choir of perfectly coiffed drag 
queens into outer space in search 
of extraterrestrial genius Wolfgang 
Amadeus Mozart. The sci-fi spin 
on the famous composer’s history 
in “Queens of the Night: Mozart 
in Space,” which will have two 
performances at National Sawdust 

on Oct. 31, will make a glamorous 
alternative to other spooky shows 
happening that night, said one of 
its creators.

“It’s going to be fun and fabu-
lous,” said Ethan Heard, co-artis-
tic director of Heartbeat Opera. 
“We’re lifting off and heading 
to the outer space on a mission, 
and we’ll be encountering aliens 
from different planets.”

During the hour-long perfor-
mance, singers, dancers, and in-
strumentalists will perform ex-
cerpts from several of Mozart’s 

operas, as they travel though 
the stars looking for the source 
of the Austrian composer’s ge-
nius. The combination of elab-
orate outfits and arias will ap-
peal to many different audiences, 
said Heard. 

“It will have the costume feel 
of Halloween — it’s definitely 
going to feel like a costume 
party,” he said. “Mozart really 
has his music everywhere, and 
it’s a chance for people to experi-
ence tunes they didn’t know they 
knew. Drag makes it a fabulous 
party, where you can’t help but 
have a good time.” 

There is a natural connection 
between drag performance and 
opera, said Heard. 

“Opera is really one of the 
most expressive art forms,” he 
said. “You really have to dig deep 
and make a huge impression and 
that really reminds me of what 
a drag performer does — they 
kind of exaggerate their expe-
rience.”

But the aliens in “Queens of 

the Night” will vary from both 
the operatic tradition of a “pants 
role” and from the traditional lip-
syncing drag show.

“We’re going to be playing 
with those traditions — our def-
inition of drag is a little bit more 
expansive than men in blonde 
wigs and heels impersonating a 
woman,” said Heard. “We’re in-
terested in exploding that gender 
binary and letting each performer 
be any kind of queer.” 

During the show, the alien per-
formers will strut down a run-
way into the audience, and some 
members may find themselves the 
object of queenly attention.

“There are going to be a cou-
ple of surprises snuck in,” said 
Heard. “And one of our aliens 
may not be too happy.”

“Queens of the Night: Mozart 
in Space” at National Sawdust 
[80 N. Sixth St. between Wythe 
and Kent avenues in Williams-
burg, (646) 779–8455, www.na-
tionalsawdust.org]. Oct. 31 at 7 
pm and 10 pm. $25–$50.

Halloweekend!
Your guide to the season’s spooky events in Brooklyn

See SCARE on page 12

Space opera
Drag queens sing out 
for ‘Mozart in Space’

Space oddities: The extravagant sci-fi opera 
performance “Queens of the Night: Mozart in 
Space,” happening on Halloween night, will feel 
like a costume party, say organizers.
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Boo!: Kids can put on their scary faces during Boo at the Zoo, the Prospect Park Zoo’s annual Halloween event, held on Oct. 29 and Oct. 30.
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Let me axe you something: A wax figure of Abraham Lincoln comes to life 
in “Dirty Work at the Wax Works,” playing through Halloween.

Pa
ul

a 
R

o
b

er
ts

N
o

rm
an

 B
la

ke



10  AWP  October 28–November 3, 2016Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-2500

WHERE TO
FRIDAY
Oct. 28

So what?
Park Slope comics 
writer Jonathan Bay-
liss launches his book 
“So Buttons,” a col-
lection of funny, per-
sonal stories with art 
by a bullpen of tal-
ented artists, includ-
ing Dean Haspiel and 
Fred Hembeck. With 
readings from “Ask 
Me Another” host 
Ophira Eisenberg 
and a host of others.

7 pm at PowerHouse 
Arena [28 Adams St. at 
Water Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 666–3049, www.
powerhousearena.com]. 
Free.

SATURDAY
Oct. 29

Pooches on 
paw-rade
It’s “The Great Pup-
kin” Charlie Brown! 
Last year, the bor-
ough’s biggest fuzzy 
fashion event drew an 
audience of more than 
1,000 and starred 
more than a hundred 
adorable canines in 
costumes. Show up 
early for the best 
puppy-watching spot, 
at the base of the 
monument steps. 

11:30 am at Fort Greene 
Park Monument stairs 
(Washington Park at 
Myrtle Avenue in Fort 
Greene, www.fortgree-
nepups.org). Free.

MONDAY
Oct. 31

Squad goals
Alamo Drafthouse 
Cinema has opened 
just in time for Hal-
loween! Tonight’s 
treat: a screening of 
1987 horror-comedy 
“The Monster 
Squad,” about a 
group of kids who 
take on classic movie 
monsters, including 
Dracula and the 
Wolfman. After the 
show, chat with actor 
Andre Gower, who 
played the lead mon-
ster-hunting tween.

7 pm at the Alamo 
Drafthouse Cinema (445 
Albee Square West 
between Fulton and 
Willoughby streets 
Downtown, www.draft-
house.com/nyc). $15.

TUESDAY
Nov. 1

Roll credits
The Pavilion Theater 
is closing for a year 
while it renovates, 
and new owners 
Nitehawk Cinema 
invite you say good-
bye at “Pour One 
Out for the Pavilion.” 
Explore the run-
down rooms of the 
88-year-old theater, 
chow down on free 
popcorn, and sip a 
cocktail while you 
enjoy a performance 
from the Street Beat 
Brass Band. 

6–8 pm at the Pavilion 
Theater (188 Prospect 
Park West at Bartel-
Pritchard Square in Park 
Slope). Free.

THURSDAY
Nov. 3

Pop art
Earlier this year, punk 
icon Iggy Pop posed 
naked for a life draw-
ing class at the 
Brooklyn Museum. 
The exhibit of those 
drawings opens on 
tonight — and you 
can hear the Stooges 
frontman chat with 
artist Jeremy Deller 
about the experience 
of posing, the male 
nude in art, and mas-
culinity in rock.

7 pm at the Brooklyn 
Museum  [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington 
Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.
org]. $40–$85.

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, OCT. 28
NIGHTLIFE, DAY OF THE DEAD 

PARTY: Party on the rooftop with a 
live mariachi band, free face paint-
ing, and drink specials. Free. 5 
pm–1 am. McCarren Hotel & Pool 
Rooftop [160 N. 12th St. between 
Berry Street and Bedford Avenue in 
Williamsburg, (718) 218–7500], www.
mccarrenhotel.com. 

ART, “AN INTRODUCTION” OPEN-
ING RECEPTION: An exhibit of four 
photographers who work in black-
and-white. Free. 6–9 pm. Transmit-
ter (1329 Willoughby Ave. between 
St. Nicholas and Wychkoff avenues 
in Bushwick), www.transmitter.nyc. 

THEATER, “REQUEST CONCERT”: 
This dialogue-free play follows a 
woman spending a lonely night her 
overly tidy apartment. $25. 7:30 
pm. BAM Fisher (321 Ashland Pl. 
between Hansen Place and Lafay-
ette Avenue in Fort Greene), www.
bam.org. 

THEATER, “AUTUMN”: A political 
drama about confl icts across a gen-
erational divide. $30. 8 pm. Kumble 
Theater at Long Island University 
[DeKalb and Flatbush avenues in 
Downtown, (718) 488–1624], www.
brooklyn.liu.edu/kumbletheater. 

THEATER, “MILES FOR MARY”: A 
bittersweet play about high school 
students in 1988 planning a tele-
thon. $18. 8 pm. Bushwick Starr (207 
Starr St. between Irving and Wykoff 
avenues in Bushwick), www.thebush-
wickstarr.org. 

“PARIS”: A baroque, burlesque take on 
the Greek myth “The Judgement of 
Paris,” with can-can girls and sing-
ing divas. $25–$450. 8 pm. Irondale 
Center [85 S. Oxford St. at Lafayette 
Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 488–
9233], www.irondale.org. 

DANCE, ABARUKAS: The dance 
company premieres “Bernadac,” 
with music from Berlin composer 
Frank Bretschneider, and excerpts 
from “No Man is an Island,” set to 
music by Massive Attack. $20. 8 pm. 
Gelsey Kirkland Arts Center (29 Jay 
St. between John and Plymouth 
streets in Dumbo), www.eventbrite.
com. 

HALLOWEEN BLOW OUT: The group 
2amCruise hosts an all-night dance 
party, with drink specials and a 
costume contest. $5. 10 pm. Lot 45 

Bushwick [411 Troutman St. between 
Wyckoff and St. Nicholas avenues 
in Bushwick, (347) 505–9155], lot-
45bushwick.com. 

MUSIC, STRANGER THINGS (WITH 
CANDY) HALLOWEEN PARTY: A 
costume party based on the Netfl ix 
series, with music form the 1980s, 
a photo booth, and many fl ashing 
Christmas lights. $8 ($5 in advance). 
10:30 pm. Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], www.
littlefi eldnyc.com. 

SAT, OCT. 29
MUSIC, “THE COMPOSER AS AR-

CHITECT”: This concert looks at the 
different elements composers use to 
unify their work. $20. Noon. The Old 
Stone House [336 Third St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 768–3195], theoldstone-
house.org. 

MUSIC, “OPERA POTPOURRI”: La 
Forza dell’Opera presents an eve-
ning of arias, duets, and ensembles 
from beloved classical composers. 
$20. 7 pm. Trinity Lutheran Church 
(9020 Third Ave. at 91st Street in Bay 
Ridge), www.laforzadellopera.com. 

THEATER, “THE 39 STEPS”: In this 
melodramatic comedy-romance, 
based on a Hitchcock fi lm, a man 
bumbles into a world of spies and 
intrigue. $25 ($20 students and 
seniors). 8 pm. Gallery Players [199 
14th St. between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, (212) 352–
3101], www.galleryplayers.com. 

MUSIC, ROCK. IS. DEAD. HALLOW-
EEN SHOW: With the Zombie 
Beatles, the Talking Deads, and the 
Ghost of Patsy Cline, and a costume 
contest. $29–$40. 10 pm. Unit J (338 
Moffat Street, Unit J in Bushwick), 
www.unitjbushwick.com. 

FUNDRAISER, WALK TO END AL-

See 9 DAYS on page 12

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

FRI, OCT 28
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS 

INDIANA PACERS: $45–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

SUN, OCT 30
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

VS TORONTO MAPLE LEAVES: 
$45–$3,000. 7:30 pm.

MON, OCT 31
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS 

CHICAGO BULLS: $45–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

TUE, NOV 1
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

VS TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING: 
$40–$750. 7:30 pm.

WED, NOV 2
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS 

DETROIT PISTONS: $25–$3,000. 
7:30 pm. 

THU, NOV 3
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

VS PHILADELPHIA FLYERS: 
$25–$750. 7 pm.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to 
introduce Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and the 
New York Daily News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Thursday at 4:45 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-
out segments, can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH THURSDAY AT 4:45PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, and, 
of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn Paper 
radio is the only webcast where you’ll hear 
Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira Eisen-
berg, Andrew Dice Clay, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and two-time guest Borough 
President Eric Adams.

So tune in each week live Thursdays at 4:45 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes, 
Stitcher, and Mixlr.

Falling fast: On Halloween night, the Brooklyn Nets will fend 
off frightful attacks from the Chicago Bulls at Barclays Center.
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BARCLAYS CENTER
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BrooklynCenter.org or 718-951-4500
Whitman Theatre at Brooklyn College

to Flatbush Avenue  /  on-site paid parking available2

ARTS
BROOKLYN

AT BROOKLYN COLLEGE

CENTER for the PERFORMING

Buenos Aires 
Tango
Sat, Nov 5, 2016 at 8pm
Tickets: $36-$55

Supported by:

OCTOBER 15 – DECEMBER 7 IS YOUR CHANCE TO ENROLL IN OR 
SWITCH YOUR MEDICARE PLAN FOR 2017. DON’T MISS OUT!

MetroPlus Health Plan is a HMO plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in MetroPlus Health Plan depends on contract renewal. 
MetroPlus es un HMO con un contrato de Medicare. La inscripción en MetroPlus Health Plan depende de la renovación del contrato. 
ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 1.866.986.0356 (TTY: 711)
�������	
���������������������1.866.986.0356 TTY: 711!� H0423_MKT2011b Accepted 09262016

Kings County Hospital

451 Clarkson Avenue
Brooklyn

November 17, December 1
9:30 AM to 12:30 PM

Conference Room E-9

2601 Ocean Parkway
Brooklyn

October 31
9th Floor Room

9W17

November 10
10th Floor

Conference Room
9:30 AM to 12:00 PM

Coney Island Hospital Woodhull Hospital

760 Broadway
Brooklyn
November 1

9:30 AM to 12:30 PM

Conference Room 1

COME TO A FREE MEDICARE SEMINAR NEAR YOU!

SERVING NEW YORKERS FOR OVER 30 YEARS
LIGHT REFRESHMENTS SERVED (while supplies last)

For additional locations near you, call: 1.866.986.0356 • TTY: 711
Hours of Operation: Monday – Saturday, 8 AM – 8 PM

After 8 PM, Sundays & Holidays:
24/7 Medical Answering Service: 1.800.442.2560

METROPLUSMEDICARE.ORG

FOLLOW BROOKLYN PAPER ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper

By Caroline Spivack
Brooklyn Paper

Y
ou’ll want to catch this purr-for-
mance! A new mews-ical about 
two sisters training their cat for 

a spot in the illustrious Moscow Cat 
Circus will pounce into Williamsburg 
next week. The creator of “Vera & 
Valya & The Magical One Cat Cir-
cus,” opening at Standard ToyKraft on 
Nov. 3, says the show has enough plot 
twists and extra elements that it may 
leave the audience cat-atonic.

“It’s really delightful. It’s got a little 
bit of everything, music, dancing, good 
jokes, bad jokes, really bizarre irony, 
and full on slapstick tumbling,” said 
Nadja Leonhard-Hooper, who wrote, 
directs, and acts in the show. “And in 
the middle of all this are these two 
very strange, lovable Russian women 
doing stand up comedy in the middle 
of a folk tale.”

The play centers on Vera and Va-
lya, two cat-training sisters in rural 
Russia who audition their kitty Ska-
zka — who looks like a normal human 

man — for the Moscow cat circus. 
But the circus director is a detective 
is disguise, who accuses the sisters of 
kidnapping a young boy and raising 
him to im-fur-sonate a feline.

The sisters strive to keep their un-
usual family together with a series of 
shenanigans, even as the real ring-
leader of the cat circus appears at their 
door. The bizarre string of events has 
its roots in Russian fairy tales, said 
Leonhard-Hooper.

“The Russian fairy tales inspired 
the show because the inconceivable 
happens all the time,” said Leonhard-
Hooper. “There’s no sense of what 
someone ultimately is. A character 
could transform into different ani-
mals, or die and get pieced back into 
something else. There’s just a sense 
that people aren’t so worried about 
what people are in these fairy tales, 
and to me, there’s something really 
lovely in that.”

Leonhard-Hooper strove to mirror 
the wild story telling conventions of 
those tales while crafting her whim-
sical story. 

“They are these really fantastic 

journeys that keep growing to the point 
where you forget what story you’re 
in,” she said. “It’s like you’re watch-
ing someone riding a horse through 
four different stories and you’re barely 
hanging on and keeping up. So like 
the Russian fairy tales, our produc-
tion is a weird mash-up.” 

The show features a live accor-
dion player, who riffs on folk tunes 
and folk-pop mash-ups for the mu-
sical numbers. 

Standard ToyKraft’s third-floor 
space is a perfect locale for the per-
formance, said Leonhard-Hooper.

“It looks like what I picture the 
sisters’ insane set-up would be,” said 
Leonhard-Hooper. “It has beautiful 
church pews and hanging lanterns. 
It just feels right for the energy of 
the show. It’s a good place to soak 
it all up.”

“Vera & Valya & The Magical One 
Cat Circus” at Standard ToyKraft 
[722 Metropolitan Ave. between 
Manhattan and Graham avenues in 
Williamsburg, (718) 388–3163, www.
standardtoykraft.org]. Nov. 3–19, 
Thu–Sat at 8 pm. $15.

No kitten!
Circus cat play features 
a human im-fur-sonator

Cat’s out of the bag: A new musical play opening on Nov. 3 features sisters Vera (Sarah Traisman) and Valya (Nadja Leonhard-Hooper), 
who train their cat Skazka (Collin Knopp-Schwyn) for the Moscow Cat Circus.
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Il SognoIl Sogno
comes to

Park Slope!
Italian & Peruvian

FUSION

Staten Island:
26 Jefferson Blvd.
718.356.7800

info@ilsognonyc.com

Park Slope:
310 5th Ave.

929.295.9790
info@ilsogno2.com

Open 7 Days for 
Lunch, Dinner and Weekend Brunch
FULL BAR: Daily Happy Hours from 4-7

Indoor and Outdoor Dining

“Elegant, Romantic, Relaxed”

162 Montague St, 2nd Fl, Brooklyn Heights
(718) 522-5555/58  Fax: (718) 522-7555
www.nanatori.com  OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

FREE
DELIVERY

$10 
MIN

Fine Japanese cuisine, 
plus full sushi bar, for 

lunch or dinner

Nitehawk Cinema (136 Metropolitan 
Ave. at Berry St. in Williamsburg, www.
nitehawkcinema.com). Oct. 29 at 11:45 
pm. $60. 

Monstrous mash-up
During the “Devil’s Night Cover Band 

Fear Fest,” Brooklyn bands will dress 
up as other acts. Featuring Safety as 
the Smashing Pumpkins, Harborland 
as Brand New, Chiv Culture as A Tribe 
Called Quest, and many more. 

Brooklyn Bazaar (150 Greenpoint 
Ave. between Manhattan Avenue and 
Franklin Street in Greenpoint, www.
bkbazaar.com). Oct. 29, 7 pm–mid-
night. $5. 

Beastly!
The Boo at the Zoo Halloween ex-

travaganza at the Prospect Park Zoo 
will last all weekend, with a costumed 
character scavenger hunt, a costume 
parade, dance party, and face painting 
for those not already dressed up. And 
older kids can test their nerves in the 
“Spooky Barn,” which include a wild-
life show full of creepy creatures. 

Prospect Park Zoo (450 Flatbush 
Ave. at East Drive in Prospect Park, 
www.prospectparkzoo.com). Oct. 29–
30, 11 am–4 pm. $8 (kids $5).

Trek or treat
Park Slopers and their youngsters 

will don their best costumes for the Park 
Slope Civic Council’s Halloween pa-
rade. A neighborhood staple since 1986, 
this year’s celebration encourages group 

costumes, themed after “daring duos, 
thrilling trios, and superb heroes.” The 
procession will make its way from Sev-
enth Avenue and 14th street to the Old 
Stone House at Washington Park for a 
post-parade dance party. 

(Seventh Avenue and 14th Street in 
Park Slope, www.parkslopeciviccoun-
cil.org). Oct. 31 at 6:30 pm. Free.

Scareoke!
Sing your scares out at the “Rocky 

Horror Picture Show” live karaoke 
show on Halloween night. You’ve got 
two chances to belt out “Sweet Trans-
vestite” or “Let’s Do the Time Warp 
Again” in front of live band the Oc-
casionalists.

Union Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com]. Oct. 31 at 8 pm 
and 10 pm.  $7 ($5 in advance).

SCARE...
Continued from page 9

ZHEIMER’S: Cross the 
Brooklyn Bridge and raise 
money for the Alzheimer’s 
Association. Free. 10 am. 
Cadman Plaza Park [172 
Cadman Plaza East be-
tween Middagh and Clark 
streets in Brooklyn Heights, 
(646) 946–2063], alz.org/
nyc. 

FAMILY, PARTY LIKE BROOK-
LYN HALLOWEEN: An early 
morning Halloween event 
you do not want to miss. 
Wear your best costume 
and be ready to let loose! 
Free. 10–11:30 am. Fulton 
Mall (1 DeKalb Ave. in 
Downtown), www.partylike-
brooklyn.com. 

EVENT, KICKSTARTER PRES-
ENTS GHOST ARCADE 
IN NYC: A Halloween-
themed games festival of 
Kickstarter-funded video 

and tabletop games with 
the people who created 
them. Costumes are en-
couraged. Free. 11 am–7 
pm. BRIC Arts Media House 
[647 Fulton St. at Rockwell 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
683–5621], www.bricarts-
media.org. 

FAMILY, HALLOWEEN CAR-
NIVAL OF PUPPETRY ARTS 
FOR FAMILIES: Crafts, 
games, and activities for 
kids of all ages as well as 
performances, free give-
aways, and a costume 
contest every hour. Free. 
11 am–3 pm. First Street 
Recreation Center [512 Car-
roll St. at Whitwell Place in 
Park Slope, (718) 768–3703], 
www.tuffytiger.org. 

FILM, “ABBOT AND COS-
TELLO MEET FRANKEN-
STEIN”: Two goofy freight 
handlers encounter Dracula, 
Frankenstein’s Monster, and 
the Wolfman! $12 ($9 kids). 
11:45 am. Nitehawk Cinema 
[136 Metropolitan Ave. 
between Wythe Avenue 

and Berry Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 384–3980], 
www.nitehawkcinema.com. 

HALLOWEEN HARVEST: Luna 
Park is abuzz with seasonal 
activities, including a pet-
ting zoo, pony rides, a 
pumpkin patch, magicians, 
face painting, and more. 
Free. Noon–11 pm. Luna 
Park [1000 Surf Ave. at W. 
12th Street in Coney Island, 
(718) 373–5862], www.luna-
parknyc.com. 

TRILOK’S HALLOWEEN FES-
TIVAL: This festival at Trilok 
School will feature a pony 
ride, a bounce house, a 
pumpkin patch, face paint-
ing, costume making, and 
more. Free. 1–6 pm. Trilok 
School of Arts and Fusion 
[143 Waverly Ave. between 
Myrtle and Park avenues in 
Clinton Hill, (718) 576–2583], 
www.trilokschool.org. 

FALL FEST 2016: The Cuyler-
Warren Youth and Children 
ministries host and after-
noon of pumpkin-carving 
and storytelling. Free. 1:30–

3:30 pm. Cuyler-Warren 
United Methodist Church 
[450 Warren St. at Bond 
Street in Boerum Hill, (718) 
624–3300]. 

TALK, AI WEIWEI AND TANIA 
BRUGUERA IN CONVER-
SATION: One of China’s 
most prolifi c and provoca-
tive contemporary artists 
chats with Cuban-born 
artist Tania Bruguera. $16. 
2 pm. Brooklyn Museum 
[200 Eastern Pkwy. at Wash-
ington Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

FAMILY, SUPERBUNNY 
MEETS THE MUMMY: A 
Halloween musical about 
Superbunny, who must 
solve an ancient Egyptian 
mystery with the power of 
friendship and fancy dance 
moves. Free. 2:30 pm. The 
Actors Fund Arts Center 
[160 Schermerhorn St. 
between Smith and Hoyt 
streets in Brooklyn Heights, 
(917) 563–9830], www.Rab-
bitHoleTheatricks.org. 

NIGHTLIFE, STRANGER 
THINGS HALLOWEEN 
PARTY: This dance and 
costume party based on the 
Netfl ix hit will bring back 
the ’80s with Dungeons & 
Dragons, screening of ’80s 
fi lms, Tab soda, specialty 
cocktails, and more. $15. 4 
pm–4 am. Videology [308 
Bedford Ave. at S. First 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
782–3468], www.videol-
ogy.info. 

READING, “HERCULES IN 
BROOKLYN”: Actors Paul 
Giamatti and Jeffrey Wright 
and the singer Ashanti per-
form a dramatic reading 
of scenes from Euripides’ 
Greek tragedy “Madness 
of Hercules,” followed by a 
discussion of gun violence. 
Free. 7:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Public Library’s Central 
branch [10 Grand Army 
Plaza, between Eastern 
Parkway and Flatbush Av-
enue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 230–2100], www.
brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 

CONCERT, BLACK VIOLIN: 
Virtuoso violinists Kev Mar-
cus and Wil B returns with 
their electrifying mash-up 
of R&B, hip-hop, classical, 
and bluegrass. $25. 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Center for the 
Performing Arts at Brooklyn 
College [2900 Campus Rd. 
between Hillel Place and 
Avenue H in Midwood, (718) 
951–4500], www.brooklyn-
center.org.  

SUN, OCT. 30
MUSIC, “GOTTA SING”: 

Regina Opera presents a 
concert of opera arias and 
ensembles and Broadway 
hit tunes. $12 ($5 teens; chil-
dren free). 3 pm. Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help School 
Auditorium [5902 Sixth Ave. 
at 60th Street in Sunset 
Park, (718) 259–2772], www.
reginaopera.org. 

FREE TO BREATHE 5K RUN: 
Proceeds from the event 
will benefi t lung cancer 
research, education and 
awareness programs. $15–
$35. 9 am. Cadman Plaza 
Park (Cadman Plaza East 
between BQE and Tillary 
Street in Brooklyn Heights), 
www.freetobreathe.org. 

MARKET, FISKE TERRACE AS-
SOCIATION YARD SALE: 
The Victorian neighborhood 
group sells its old trea-
sures. Free. 10 am–4 pm. 
[Glenwood Road at E. 19th 
Street in Midwood, (917) 
588–2589]. 

COURT STREET SPECTACU-
LAR: A street fair with 
vendors, merchants, food, 
rides, games and more. 
Free. 11 am–6 pm. Court 
Street [Atlantic Avenue 
to Joralemon Street in 
Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
444–6028], www.street-
fairsny.com. 

READING, SUNDAY STORY 
TIME: Bob Shea reads from 
his new picture book “Quit 
Calling Me a Monster.” 
Reservations requested. 
Free. 11:30 am. power-
House on 8th [1111 Eighth 
Ave. between 11th and 12th 
streets in Park Slope, (718) 
666–3049], www.power-
housearena.com. 

FILM, “ABBOT AND COS-
TELLO MEET FRANKEN-
STEIN”: 11:45 am. See Sat-
urday, Oct. 29. 

TALK, SUPERHEROES 
ANONYMOUS YEAR 10: 
The organization for real-life 
superheroes offers a crash 
course in becoming a su-
perhero. Capes and masks 
will be available for those in 
plainclothes. Free. Noon–6 
pm. 501 Union (501 Union 
St. between Bond and Nev-
ins streets in Gowanus). 

TALK, LEAD IN GARDEN SOIL 
WORKSHOP: Neighbors 
Allied for Good Growth will 
discuss urban soil, and will 
screen your garden soil for 
lead, zinc, or arsenic. Bring 
a handful in a plastic bag. 
Free. 1 pm. Eagle Street 
Rooftop Garden (44 Eagle 
St. between Franklin and 
Water streets in Green-
point). 

MON, OCT. 31
FAMILY, BAMBOO!: A Hal-

loween celebration featur-
ing music, carnival games, 
arts and crafts, stilt walkers, 
roaming artists, costume 
contest, and a candy give-
away. Free. 4–7 pm. BAM 
Peter Jay Sharp Building 
(30 Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene), 
www.bam.org. 

DUMBO-WEEN!: Trick or 
treat under the Manhattan 
Bridge, where the Funkrust 
Brass Band will play for 
costumed kids, with a pup-
pet performance by Great 
Small Works. A dance party 
for grown-ups and cos-
tumed pets starts at 7 pm. 
Free. 5–10 pm. Manhattan 
Bridge Archway (Anchorage 
Place between Water and 
Adams streets in Dumbo), 
dumbo.is. 

FILM, “NOSFERATU” LIVE 
SCORE: A screening of the 
1922 vampire fi lm with a live 
score from Tenth Interven-
tion. $14. 7 and 9:30 pm. 
Videology [308 Bedford 
Ave. at S. First Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 782–3468], 
www.videology.info. 

COMEDY, SIDE PONYTAIL 
COMEDY HALLOWEEN 
SHOW!: The comedy show 
will feature a costume con-
test, a ghost hunter, and 
more spooky surprises, 
along with stand-up from 
Josh Gondelman, Carolyn 
Busa, and Emily Winter. 
Free. 7 pm. Over the Eight 
(594 Union Ave. at Richard-
son Street in Williamsburg), 
www.overtheeight.com. 

COMEDY, “NIGHT TRAIN 
WITH WYATT CENAC”: A 
special Halloween edition of 
the weekly comedy show, 
with a costume contest and 
performances from Jon 
Glaser, Rob Cantrell, and 
Reformed Whores. $5. 8 
pm. Littlefi eld [622 Degraw 
St. between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues in Gowanus, 
(718) 855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

MUSIC, ISAAC GILLESPIE 
& THE DUE DILIGENCE: 
An All Hallow’s Eve special 
featuring a live score of 
“The Shining” with Double 
Double and Red Metal, Evil 
Due Diligence, Dear Leader 
presents Monster Mash De-
construction. $10 suggested 
donation. 8–11 pm. Threes 
Brewing [333 Douglass St. 
between Third and Fourth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
522–2110], www.threes-
brewing.com. 

A REV. VINCE ANDERSON 
HALLOWEEN: A musician 
and his Love Choir play a 
Halloween show, with spe-
cial guests and a costume 
contest. $20 suggested 
donation. 10:30 pm and 
midnight. Union Pool [484 
Union Ave. at Meeker Av-
enue in Williamsburg, (718) 
609–0484], www.union-
pool.com. 

TUES, NOV. 1
TALK, DAVID SALLE WITH 

LORIN STEIN: The contem-
porary author and artist 
hosts a book launch of his 
latest work, “How to See: 
Looking, Talking, and Think-
ing about Art.” $25 for a 
ticket; $45 for ticket & book. 
7 pm. BAM Cafe (30 Lafay-
ette Ave. between Ashland 
Place and St. Felix Street in 
Fort Greene), www.bam.
org/programs/bamcafe-live. 

ART, “KALEIDOSCOPE”: An 
evening of fi nely crafted 
monologues, and, poten-
tially, unexpected realities, 
as they explore the deeply 
personal intersections 
between racial and ethnic 
diversity and the Jewish 
experience. 7 pm. BRIC Arts 
Media House [647 Fulton 
St. at Rockwell Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 683–5621], 
www.bricartsmedia.org. 

READING, LEAH REENA 
GOREN IN CONVER-
SATION WITH KAYE 
BLEGVAD: Fully illustrated 
“Besties” is the ultimate cel-
ebration of female friend-
ship is a gift, a thank-you 
note, and a love letter all in 
one. Free. 7–9 pm. Power-
House Arena [28 Adams St. 
at Water Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 666–3049], www.pow-
erhousearena.com. 

“PARIS”: 8 pm. See Friday, 
Oct. 28. 

FILM, “THE EXORCIST”: Not 
ready for Halloween to be 
over? Come in for a screen-
ing of the cult classic. Free. 
8 pm. Brooklyn Bazaar (150 
Greenpoint Ave. between 
Manhattan Avenue and 
Franklin Street in Green-
point), www.bkbazaar.com. 

MUSIC, TRASH TALK, ANT-
WON, BLACK NOISE: $15. 
8 pm. Brooklyn Bazaar (150 
Greenpoint Ave. between 
Manhattan Avenue and 
Franklin Street in Green-
point), www.bkbazaar.com. 

MUSIC, ROBU TRIO JAM SES-
SIONS: Instrumentalists, 
singers, artists, and dancers 
are welcome to collaborate 
with the band at this late-

night jam session. $10 ($4 
for performers). 11 pm–2 
am. The Five Spot [459 
Myrtle Ave. at Washington 
Avenue in Clinton Hill, (718) 
852–0202], www.fi vespot-
soulfood.com. 

WED, NOV. 2
TALK, MARK LILLA AND 

GEORGE PACKER ON THE 
2016 PRESIDENTIAL ELEC-
TION: The authors discuss 
the the fl aming dumpster 
fi re that is the 2016 presi-
dential election. Free. 7 
pm. Community Bookstore 
[143 Seventh Ave. between 
Carroll Street and Garfi eld 
Place in Park Slope, (718) 
783–3075], www.communi-
tybookstore.net. 

MUSIC, FESTIVAL FOR 
PRAISE: The 2016 tour 
includes Fred Hammond, 
Karen Clark Sheard, Israel 
Houghton, Bishop Heze-
kiah Walker, Regina Belle, 
Casey J, and Earthquake. 
Starting at $45. 8 pm. Kings 
Theatre (1027 Flatbush Ave. 
between Beverly Road and 
Tilden Avenue in Flatbush), 
www.kingstheatre.com. 

THURS, NOV. 3
THEATER, “KINGS OF WAR”: 

This modern-day merging 
of Shakespeare’s “Henry V,” 
“Henry VI, Parts One, Two, 
and Three,” and “Richard 
III” shows three kings wres-
tling with power, giving so-
liloquies to the public while 
handheld cameras capture 
them behind the scenes. 
In Dutch with English su-
pertitles. $30–$130. 7 pm. 
BAM Howard Gilman Opera 
House (30 Lafayette Ave. 
between Ashland Place 
and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org. 

READING, A CELEBRATION 
OF ELENA FERRANTE: 
Actor John Turturro, critic 
Judith Thurman, professor 
Giancarlo Lombardi, and 
author Darcey Steinke cel-
ebrate two new works by 
Elena Ferrante: the memoir 
“Frantumaglia: A Writer’s 
Journey” and childrens’ 
book “The Beach at Night.” 
Free. 7 pm. Community 
Bookstore (143 Seventh 
Ave. between Carroll Street 
and Garfi eld Place in Park 
Slope), www.community-
bookstore.net. 

ART, “PERMANENT CON-
STRUCTION” OPENING 
RECEPTION: An exhibit 
of architecture-based and 
conceptual sculpture. Free. 
7 pm. Open Source Gal-
lery [306 17th St. at Sixth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (646) 
279–3969], www.open-
source-gallery.org. 

MUSIC, CARETAKER: Part 
of the live television show 
“B-Side.” Free. 7:30 pm. 
BRIC Arts Media House 
[647 Fulton St. at Rockwell 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
683–5621], www.bricarts-
media.org. 

MUSIC, BEACH HOUSE: 
$39.50. 8 pm. Kings The-
atre (1027 Flatbush Ave. 
between Beverly Road and 
Tilden Avenue in Flatbush), 
www.kingstheatre.com. 

MUSIC, RYLEY WALKER: The 
singer-songwriter tours with 
his new album “Golden 
Sings That Have Been 
Sung.” $14 ($12 in advance). 
9 pm. Market Hotel (1140 
Myrtle Ave. between Jeffer-
son and Troutman streets in 
Bushwick). 

COMEDY, “THE FULL CLEVE-
LAND” WITH DAVE HILL: 
The comedian and metal 
fan presents a blistering set 
of jokes, with opening act 
Jacqueline Novack. $10 ($8 
in advance). 10 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com.  

FRI, NOV. 4
ART, “MARILYN MINTER: 

Pretty/Dirty”: The iconic 
feminist artist’s fi rst retro-
spective, highlighting her 
technical virtuosity and 
examination of some of our 
deepest cultural impulses, 
compulsions, and fantasies. 
$10 suggested donation. 
11 am–6 pm. Brooklyn Mu-
seum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000], www.brooklyn-
museum.org. 

ART, “IGGY POP LIFE CLASS”: 
Artist Jeremy Deller used 
the traditional life-model 
drawing class to stage a 
performative event with 
musician and personality 
Iggy Pop as model and sub-
ject. Come see the results! 
$16. 11 am–6 pm. Brooklyn 
Museum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000], www.brooklyn-
museum.org. 

ART, BROOKLYN COLLEGE 
MFA OPEN STUDIOS: Take 
a tour of 26 studios with 
student work. Free. 6 pm. 
Brooklyn College (2900 
Bedford Ave. between 
Campus Road and Avenue 
I; Boylan Hall, fourth fl oor in 
Flatbush), www.brooklyn-
collegeart.info/2016/10/20/
brooklyn-college-mfa-
open-studios. 

MUSIC, ANNIE KEATING 
ALBUM RELEASE SHOW: 
The singer hosts a release 
party. With performances 
by The Brooklyn Youth Cho-
rus, Young Men’s Ensemble, 
Gabriel Mayers, Jan Bell and 
Steve Mayone, and Astro-
grass. $15 ($12 in advance). 
7–11 pm. Jalopy Theatre 
(315 Columbia St. between 
Rapelye and Woodhull 
streets in Red Hook), www.
anniekeating.com. 

THEATER, “SPEECH & DE-
BATE”: A play by Stephen 
Karam. Suggested for older 
teens, in high school and 
college. $12 ($10 students). 
7:30 pm. New Workshop 
Theater at Brooklyn College 
[Campus Road between 
Hillel Place and Avenue H in 
Midwood, (718) 951–4500], 
depthome.brooklyn.cuny.
edu/theater. 

SAT, NOV. 5
MUSIC, “TSCHAIKOWSKY 

(AND OTHER RUSSIANS)”: 
Cabaret star Mark Nadler 
performs an exuberant 
romp through the work of 
Russian composers. $30. 
7:30 pm. Union Temple of 
Brooklyn [17 Eastern Pkwy. 
between Grand Army Plaza 
and Underhill Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–7600], www.union-
temple.org. 

FUNDRAISER, BROADWAY 
IN BROOKLYN: A salute 
to Sondheim from the 
Brooklyn Heights theater 
company Theater 2020. $50 
($100 VIP). 8 pm. First Uni-
tarian Society of Brooklyn 
[116 Pierrepont St. between 
Clinton Street and Monroe 
Place in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 624–3614], www.the-
ater2020.com. 

MUSIC, MIKE FAHIE QUIN-
TET: $25–$30. 8 pm. Art 
on the Corner [7420 Fourth 
Ave. at 75th Street in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 745–8520], 
www.artonthecorner.org/
jazz.html. 

DANCE, STORIES OF LONG-
ING AND DESIRE: Argen-
tine tango company Estam-
pas Porteñas performs its 
passionate musical styles. 
$36 to $55. 8 pm. Brooklyn 
Center for the Performing 
Arts at Brooklyn College 
[2900 Campus Rd. between 
Hillel Place and Avenue H in 
Midwood, (718) 951–4500], 
www.brooklyncenter.org. 

 MARKET, COMIC ARTS 
BROOKLYN: A free festi-
val of comics and cartoon 
art. Free. 11 am–6 pm. Mt. 
Carmel Gymnasium (275 
N. Eighth St. at Havemeyer 
Street in Williamsburg). 

TARGET FIRST SATURDAY 
CELEBRATES THE DEMO-
CRATIC PROCESS: A night 
of art inspired by the elec-
tion, with performances by 
Slavic Soul Party, Brown 
Girls Burlesque, and com-
edy from Baratunde Thur-
ston, Sherrod Small, and 
Christian Finnegan. Free. 
5–11 pm. Brooklyn Museum 
[200 Eastern Pkwy. at Wash-
ington Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

Whatchamacallits: The Park Slope Halloween Parade on Oct. 31 will feature plenty of creative homemade 
costumes, such as whatever these creatures are.

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 10

King of all media: The “Kings of War” show debuting at BAM on Nov. 3 blends 
five of Shakespeare’s history plays into a multimedia modern day spectacle.
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Utility bills are 
piling up in the
sock drawer

It’s never too early 
 (or too late) to talk about 
 Alzheimer’s support.

Call our 24-hour Helpline. 
We’re here anytime you need to talk. 

(646) 744–2900
Free | Confidential | Se habla español | 

www.caringkindnyc.org 
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IN PRINT
Pick up Brooklyn Paper every 
Friday across Greenpoint, 
Williamsburg, Bushwick, Downtown, 
and Brownstone Brooklyn. Each 
paper delivers news, arts, sports, 
and parenting in one package. 

ON YOUR COMPUTER, 
PHONE, OR TABLET
No one else covers Brooklyn like 
BrooklynPaper.com. The site is 
updated throughout the day, 
offering the latest local coverage 
with more depth than any other 
web publication.

IN YOUR INBOX, 
NEWSFEED, OR TIMELINE
Brooklyn Paper will come to you, too.
Follow us on Twitter at @Brooklyn_
Paper, like us on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/BrooklynPaper, and 
sign up for our e-mail news letter at 
BrooklynPaper.com/about/alerts.

THREE WAYS TO LOVE

BROOKLYN PAPER and BrooklynPaper.com
Your go-to source for a daily dose of Brooklyn!

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

Sen. Chuck Schumer re-
turned to his native Brook-
lyn on Oct. 19 to tell a room 
full of fellow Democrats how 
important it is to elect Hil-
lary Clinton president — and 
to turn the Republican-con-
trolled Senate blue so he can 
become majority leader.

The Sloper spoke just min-
utes before Clinton and Don-
ald Trump faced off in their 
final televised presidential de-
bate, and Schumer (D–Park 
Slope) told the crowd why it’s 
so crucial to keep the momen-
tum going until the Nov. 8 
election.

“It’s important that Hillary 
be elected president and we 
take back the majority I would 
say for three reasons — eco-
nomic, political, and moral,” 
Schumer said. “The polls right 
now show that Democrats have 
become mobilized and are ea-
ger to win, and Republicans 
are getting disillusioned. We 
can take our energy, and we 
can take our conviction, and 
we can turn America around. 
Vote Hillary!”

Sen. Schumer visits 
with Brooklyn Dems

Schumer, who is running for 
his fourth term, is also in the 
midst of his own bid for ma-
jority leader — a gig for which 
he has been endorsed by cur-
rent Democratic Senate Mi-
nority Leader Harry Reid — 
but first he needs at least four 
Democratic senators to wrest 
seats from Republicans.

Members of the Indepen-
dent Neighborhood Demo-
crats, Lambda Democratic 
Club, Stonewall Democrats, 

and the Brooklyn Young Dem-
ocrats all came to listen to the 
senator — and local politicos 
were particularly excited be-
cause of how tough it can be 
to book the Park Slope sean-
tor, one said.

“We’ve been working on 
having Sen. Schumer address 
the club here in Downtown 
Brooklyn for many, many 
months,” said Lawrence Gu-
lotta, president of the Inde-
pendent Neighborhood Dem-

ocrats, which hosted the 
event. “It was not easy, it’s 
incredible he came. We’re 
very pleased.” 

A handful of local elect-
eds — including Rep. Ny-
dia Velazquez (D–Williams-

burg), Assemblywoman Jo 
Anne Simon (D–Carroll 
Gardens), state Sen. Dan-
iel Squadron (D–Brooklyn 
Heights), and Public Advo-
cate Tish James — also came 
to show their support.

Sen. Chuck Schumer speaks during the meeting 
and urged the audience to help get out the vote 
for Hillary Clinton.
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Sen. Chuck Schumer and Congresswoman Nydia 
Velazquez at the Independent Neighborhood Dem-
ocrats meeting on Oct. 19.
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By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

It has never been so easy 
to get up in years. 

With its oversized aisles, 
whisper-quiet music, and 
bathrooms for customers on 
the go, Bergen Street sex-toy 
shop Babeland has been cer-
tified as a great place for se-
nior citizens to shop, and has 
a gold star to prove it.

A new survey by a con-
sortium of senior lovers 
has awarded the most dis-
creet, most mature sex-toy 
shop imaginable its coveted 
“Age Friendly” (old age, that 
is) award in a quest to find the 
Park Slope shops that make 
it easy for oldsters to get ex-
actly what they want.

The honor was a pleas-
ant surprise to the one of 
the sensual shop’s owners, 
who couldn’t be more proud 
to keep geezers rolling in the 
hay well into their twilight 
years.

“I’m so into it,” said Claire 
Cavanah. 

Age-Friendly Park Slope, a 
partnership including Coun-
cilman Brad Lander and 
senior service providers 
Heights & Hills, the Park 
Slope Center for Success-
ful Aging, and Good Neigh-
bors of Park Slope, is  slap-
ping gold stars on businesses 
throughout the neighborhood 
that provide stellar services 
and conveniences that leave 
seniors smiling all the way 
home .

And Babeland, located Be-
tween Fifth and Flatbush av-
enues, racked up points based 
on its public toilet and free 
delivery, in addition to ade-
quate lighting and low noise 
levels.

The big-oh emporium was 
able to check off a majority of 
the survey’s senior-friendly 
boxes, although most of the 
benefits the Bergen Street 
whoopee shop provides are 
largely incidental to the up-
scale sex store’s mission to 
make buying vibrators fun 
for everyone, including Great 
Aunt Millie.

For instance, Babeland 
doesn’t play overly loud music 
— worth one point towards 

Sex-agenarian shop
Slope’s Babeland is certifi ed ‘Age Friendly’

the senior-friendly certifica-
tion — but that’s to allow for 
an ease of conversation be-
tween patrons and employees 
over the benefits of certain 
lubes, or the proper mainte-
nance of silicon sex toys, ac-
cording to Babeland spokes-
woman Pamela Doan.

“Being able to speak eas-
ily is crucial to our business,” 
she said.

And the store’s wide aisles 
— earning Babeland another 
point — were designed for 
new moms, not grandmas, 
according to Doan.

“It was originally designed 
with strollers in mind,” said 
Doan. “But it’s ultimately 
easy for everyone.”

The sex-toy store does of-
fer workshops specifically 
geared towards seniors, in-
cluding a recent talk from 
“Naked at Our Age” au-
thor Joan Price, according 

to Doan.
With the award, Babeland 

joins the ranks of shops some 
would think more typical of 
a senior shopping spree, in-
cluding Neergarrd Pharmacy 
on Seventh Avenue between 
President and Carroll streets, 
Juiceland on Ninth Street be-
tween Fifth and Sixth ave-
nues, Brooks Vacuums and 
Sewing Machines on Sev-
enth Avenue between 11th 
and 12th streets, and both 
Windsor Shoes locations — 
one on Fifth Avenue, and one 
on Prospect Park West.

Still, as senior-friendly 
as Babeland is, there’s still 
room for improvement, es-
pecially when it comes to 
making good vibes for el-
ders, Doan said.

“It’s not like there’s certain 
vibrators that are good for you 
if you’re over 70,” she said. 
“That’s not a thing.”

Claire Cavanah’s Babeland, home of sex toys like 
this solar-powered vibrator, has been named one of 
Park Slope’s most geezer-friendly stores.
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By Caroline Spivack
Brooklyn Paper

Call it Saks Third Avenue.
The swanky Manhattan de-

partment store opened a “Saks 
off Fifth” outlet on Third Av-
enue in Sunset Park, and lo-
cals say the name recogni-
tion is really strengthening 
Sunset Park’s brand.

“I think it’s great for the 
area, because Saks is such a 
big name,” said lifelong Sun-
set Parker Sanad Zahrieh, who 
came out to peruse the store 
with family. “It’ll bring a lot 

of jobs and hopefully encour-
age other big brands to come 
and invest in the area. No one 
use to come here — it was a 
dead zone — so it’s great to 
see Sunset Park getting some 
attention.”

Clothiers opened the store 
in Liberty View Industrial 
Plaza — between 30th and 
32nd streets — on Oct. 13. It 
purports to offer styles from 
the Manhattan fashion mecca 
at lower prices, but items can 
still cost a pretty penny. Shop-
pers can pick up a Marc Jacobs 

Saks it to me!
Shoppers welcome fashion 
outlet to Sunset Park

a discount store makes it more 
within reach for fashionistas 
on a budget like myself,” said 
Bay Ridgite Margaret Sulli-
van. “It’s a nice looking place. 
It really has all the bells and 
whistles, but I’m still finding 
things for $30, $40, $50. I see 
myself coming here a lot.” 

The store had a steady 
stream of customers roam-
ing the aisles on a weekday 
afternoon. Hot pink neon signs 
gave the dimly lit, industrial 
space a punch of color. And it 
is even drawing Brooklynites 
who typically travel to infe-
rior boroughs to do their shop-
ping, another said.

“I usually drive out to 
Staten Island to shop,” said 
Bensonhurst resident Aman-
ada Talmadge. “So it’s kind 
of nice to have another rea-
son to explore a different part 
of Brooklyn.”

bag for $39.99, a Chloe dress 
for $1,499.99, and a whole lot 
in between, which is a good 
range for the average Brook-

lynite, one shopper said.
“It’s always great to get 

some love in Brooklyn, and I 
think this new location being 

Amanda Talmadge plans to reroute some of her 
shopping trips to Sunset Park.
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Somebody don’t call the 
cops!

Community Board 6’s long-
awaited showdown between 
lovers and haters of Citi Bike 
stations in Park Slope went 
off without a hitch on Oct. 
20 —  despite fears that a po-
lice presence might be neces-
sary to keep order  as a packed 
house of residents at logger-
heads with each other over the 
controversial rental program 
acted like they were attending 
an etiquette school class rather 
than wrestling match.

Their conduct stood in 
stark contrast to the outra-
geous behavior of several 
dozen locals  who stormed 
a board meeting in Septem-
ber demanding that members 
answer for Citi Bike invad-
ing their neighborhood , ac-
cording to the co-chairman 
of the board’s transportation 
committee.

“I think it shows that while 
people can disagree strongly 
about something, they can do 
so in a respectful way,” said 

Eric McClure, who said the 
love-hate relationship with 
the parking-space eating, 
emission-free-transporta-
tion providing service was 
split about right down the 
middle. “Clearly people were 
coming because they were ei-
ther a big fan of Citi Bike, or 
they had big concerns about 
Citi Bike.”

Critics initially attacked the 
city for not doing more to no-
tify locals of the program’s 
rollout, especially techno-
logically averse oldsters, ac-
cording to one Carroll Gar-
dens resident.

“I’m a little disappointed, 
number one, that we really 
didn’t have notification,” said 
Colleen Ginnta, the evening’s 
debut speaker. “A lot of peo-
ple in the neighborhood are 
old-school — you can forget 
about them opening up com-
puters and talking back and 
forth in e-mails… that’s not 
going to happen.”

Others admitted they 
weren’t aware of the plan-
ning process that lead to Citi 
Bike’s rollout, but were im-

pressed with the program, 
as one Carrol Gardens res-
ident put it.

“I wasn’t aware of all the 
stuff that went on with the 
planning, but from my per-
spective it seemed pretty 
seamless,” said Chris Toth. 
“The coverage was great.”

Drivers viewed Citi Bike 
less as an amenity, and more 
as a weapon the city wielded 
against them, as one Park 
Sloper explained.

“It seems like it was done 
at the expense of a segment of 
the society,” said Robert Krak-
ovski. “It feels like it was a de-
liberate slap in the face.”

And park lovers weren’t in 
love with the bike rental pro-
gram, claiming docking sta-
tions installed around Prospect 
Park are eyesores installed 
without proper review, ac-
cording to one speaker.

“These installations are not 
appropriate,” Jeremy Wood-
off. “The park is not to be 
viewed as open space avail-
able for filling up with what-
ever structure or facility seems 
needed at the moment.”

A very ‘civil’ war
Combatants keep their calm at heated 
Park Slope Citi Bike station meeting 

The community board is 
in the process of distilling the 
speakers’ testimonies, along 
with more than 800 pieces of 
correspondence it has received 
regarding Citi Bike from lo-
cals, into a written report that 
will be sent to the Department 
of Transportation, which  re-
fused to send a representa-
tive to the meeting . 

“We have a lot more home-
work to do, and we’re not go-
ing to produce a hasty, rushed 
job,” said Community Board 1 
District Manager Craig Ham-
merman. “This is too impor-
tant to too many people.”

Community Board 1 transit chairman Eric McClure 
officiated over the divisive Citi Bike meeting.
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Park Slope resident Jane Rod spoke out against the 
Citi Bike program at a hotly anticipated civic meet-
ing on Oct. 20.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

A bicyclist was taken to the 
hospital with minor injuries 
after a car passenger opened a 
door into the pedal-pusher on 
Jay Street on Monday morn-
ing, police report.

The cyclist was riding his 
bike towards the Manhattan 
Bridge at around 11:40 am 
when the driver of a sport 
utility vehicle stopped in the 
bridge-bound traffic lane out-
side MetroTech to drop his son 
off for work, said the car’s op-
erator, who refused to give 
his name. 

He claimed his 
son checked his 
rearview mirror, 
opened the door to 
get out, and the cy-
clist smashed into it. 
The driver alleged 
that the cyclist was 
riding outside of the 
bike lane  — which is 
interrupted by a bus bay that 
is often congested with vehi-
cles —  at the time. 

The Department of Trans-
portation installed a dedi-
cated bike lane protected by 
a row of cars on Jay Street 
this summer, but the  notori-

ously treacherous stretch still 
has presented challenges to 
cyclists, drivers, and pedes-
trians . 

On Oct. 11, a  dump truck 
driver hit and critically in-
jured a cyclist as he was turn-
ing from Jay Street onto Til-
lary Street .

Cyclist doored on Jay St.

Brooklyn’s
boulevard
battle lines

MEAN
Streets

A cyclist was taken to the hospital with minor in-
juries after a passenger hit the rider with the car’s 
door on Jay Street on Monday morning.
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