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Your World  — Your News

By the Brooklyn Paper 
Prognostication Bureau
Brooklyn Paper

Our crack team of Brooklyn-
ologists calculate all the big stories 
you’ll be reading about over the next 
12 months.

17. Woody Allen’s return to 
Coney Island

The controversial filmmaker made his 
first return to Coney Island since 1977’s 
“Annie Hall” for filming last year, and 
his new movie set in 1950s Sodom By 
the Sea — starring Kate Winslet and 
national treasure Justin Timberlake 
— is set to debut in 2017. Expect an 
operational — albeit computer-gener-
ated — Parachute Jump, lots of replica 
signs, and a few cameos by local busi-
nesses. But don’t expect  bike lanes  or 
the old Thunderbolt rollercoaster to re-
prise its role from “Annie Hall.”

16. Livestreamed civic 
engagement

No more cramming into poorly-lit 
community centers and school halls with 
crappy acoustics to catch the thrill-a-
minute action of your local community 
board meeting — several panels around 
the city, including Williamsburg and 
Greenpoint’s Community Board 1, will 
begin livestreaming their general meet-
ings online this month. It is sure to be a 
boon for frazzled community reporters 
trying to cover several meetings in one 
night — but will it result in more peo-
ple staying home and watching from 
their couches, and will residents freeze 
up at the microphone when faced with 
video cameras? You’ll have to tune in 
to find out!

15. ‘Angel’ rises to heaven
We’re still waiting for the Sisters of 

Mercy to  slap a “for sale” sign on the 
Angel Guardian Home , the sprawling, 
block-sized former orphanage in Dyker 
Heights, and when they do, we’re bet-
ting it will turn into towers. 

The land is zoned for row houses, 
but developers will want an upzoning 
to cram in more apartments and rake 
in more rent. And that will probably be 
fine by the DeBlasio administration — 
builders are now required to include be-
low-market-rate housing when they re-
zone, and the gain from redeveloping 
the massive campus would probably go 
a long way to helping Hizzoner reach his 
goal of building 80,000 so-called “af-
fordable” units over 10 years.

Local education officials have said 
the campus would make a heavenly pub-

17 STORIES TO WATCH IN 2017
Our annual predictions of what 
will be fi lling this space this year

lic school in the grossly overcrowded 
district, but our money is on private de-
velopment.

Tenants are expected to vacate by 
the end of this year,  although some al-
ready have .

14. Red Hook turns racetrack
International electric-car racing se-

ries the Formula E Championship  will 
zoom into Red Hook on July 29 and 30 , 
bringing tens of thousands of specta-
tors to the sleepy waterfront burg. The 
cars are supposed to be far quieter than 
their gas-guzzling Formula 1 counter-
parts and the race will take place off 
public streets at the Brooklyn Cruise 
Terminal, but we’re curious how the on-
slaught of onlookers will get to the sub-
way-starved location. The B61?

13. Preparing for the L-pocalypse
The dreaded 18-month closure of the 

L-train tunnel to Manhattan is  still two 
years away , but North Brooklyn residents, 
businesses, and pols are already prepar-
ing for the worst — and their advocacy 
will only ramp up this year. Local activ-
ists want the city  to close Grand Street to 
vehicles  so it is easier for buses and cy-
clists to reach the Williamsburg Bridge, 
elected officials are urging the city to con-
sider a  fantastical aerial gondola  across 
the East River, and  developers  are  plan-
ning  private shuttle buses from their res-
idential and office buildings to alterna-
tive subway lines. That’s if there’s anyone 
left to use them — many denizens are 
already plotting their escape, and real-
estate website StreetEasy  predicts they 
will flock to Fort Greene in 2017 . 

12. City destroys a landmark  
The city is  considering building a 

300-seat school  on the site of the land-

porated design elements from the de-
molished icons.

11. Luxury housing comes to 
NYCHA

The New York City Housing Authority 
will this year seek community approval 
for its  controversial plan to lease  land 
at Wyckoff Gardens in Boerum Hill to 
developers for high-end apartments — 
but everyone should be watching how 
this plays out, as the cash-strapped 
agency intends to replicate the proj-
ect at other public housing complexes 
across the city. 

The authority says it needs to build the 
500-unit development — half of which 
will be market-rate, half below-market 
— to pull itself back from the brink of 
bankruptcy and to pay for much-needed 
repairs to the run-down structures that 
have occupied the site since the 1960s. 
But some tenants are worried they’ll 
lose parking to the new tower and that 
nearby affordable retail will give way 
to upscale stores when more moneyed 
residents arrive, amongst a host of other 

fears — and they’ve claimed the agency 
isn’t listening to their concerns. They’ll 
have a chance to make their voices heard 
when the plan comes before Commu-
nity Board 6.

10. Build It Back keeps struggling
Who would have thought back in 2012 

that we’d still be waiting for the city to 
rebuild homes destroyed by Hurricane 
Sandy? And yet, here we are. 2016 was 
a bad year for the program. Mayor De-
Blasio belly-flopped on his promise to 
fix all homes by year’s end and had to 
give the program  a $500-million tax-
payer infusion . Meanwhile, a house in 
Gerritsen Beach  collapsed because hasty 
contractors cut safety corners , and Hiz-
zoner  threatened to give some appli-
cants the boot  for slowing down the pro-
gram’s progress.

We’re hoping the program gets above 
water in 2017, but we aren’t holding our 
breath — the Daily News reported on 
Jan. 2 that  only 60 percent of homes in 
the program are done .
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marked old 68th Precinct station House 
in Sunset Park — the only question on 
our minds is whether it will demolish 
the crumbling-but-protected structure 
or try to fix it up. 

Our money is on the former — offi-

cials came to Sunset Park in the spring 
to float the school-conversion plan and 
said the building  would “probably have 
to come down.”  They also showed lo-
cals pictures of other schools built over 
the corpses of landmarks which incor-

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Gnarly. 
A company that grows let-

tuce on the roof of the Gow-
anus Whole Foods is selling its 
bruised and hole-ridden pro-
duce at a discount downstairs 
under the name Ugly Greens. 
The leaves may not be pretty, 
but they taste just as good as the 
picture-perfect stuff, a company 
rep claims. 

“They are perfectly fresh, 
perfectly nutritious local greens 
with some slight cosmetic imper-
fections,” said Julie McMahon, 
the digital marketing coordina-
tor for urban greenhouse farmers 
Gotham Greens. “It’s the same 
taste and it’s delicious.” 

The cosmetically challenged 
crops are also available at the 
Park Slope Food Co-op and a 
few other markets around the 
borough, as first reported  by 
Edible Brooklyn . 

Each retailer prices the 
blighted veggies itself, but 
typically charge 40 percent 
less than regular lettuce, Mc-
Mahon said. 

At Whole Foods, a large 

bag of Ugly 
Greens costs 
$2.99, while 
a smaller con-
tainer of the 
company’s stan-
dard stuff costs 
$3.99.

Gotham Greens 
— which also has 
greenhouses in 
Greenpoint and 
Queens — used 
to compost pro-
duce marred by 
pests or harvest-
ing and packaging, but started 
turning the cast-offs into a brand 
of their own in summer in a bid 
to cut down on waste, McMa-
hon said. 

“We decided to package 
them up and sell them at dis-
count to tackle issues of food 
waste while reducing our own 
waste,” she said.  

The company isn’t alone 
in pushing produce that was 
once considered too unsightly 
for supermarket shelves, Mc-
Mahon said —  markets around 
the country  have added misfit 
vegetables to their stock in re-

Grow-tesque

Gotham Greens’ Julie McMahon shows off the company’s 
proudly unattractive produce.
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cent years to cash in on the  co-
lossal amount of perfectly-edible 
produce  that ends up in landfill. 
A nd even Wal-Mart is now get-
ting in on the action , introduc-
ing not-so-rosy apples at some 
stores in Florida in July. 

“This is part of a movement 
that already exists and we see it 
as us joining this space where 
there are all these great people 
raising awareness of bringing 
ugly greens into the spotlight,” 
McMahon said.

Farm rebrands blemished 
lettuce as ‘ugly’

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Keep your windows closed and 
your eyes open!

Thieves looted seven Brook-
lyn Heights homes over the past 
two weeks, according to police 
— and local leaders are advis-
ing locals to lock their doors and 
windows and to be on the look-
out for cat burglars in case they’re 
not done.

“People have to be vigilant and 
be aware of anyone acting suspi-
cious,” said Peter Bray, head of 
civic group the Brooklyn Heights 
Association.

The burglaries took place at 
homes on Willow, Joralemon, 
and Montague streets, Bray said, 
and all of the thefts seem to have 
been during the daytime when the 
homes were unoccupied, accord-
ing to police. 

Bray thinks the trend may be 
part of one big spree, because he’s 
heard most involved the crook 
climbing through an open window 
— although some involved a mis-
creant forcing doors open.

“The underlying assumption 
is that these are related burglar-
ies,” Bray said.

On at least one occasion, a bur-
glar hit two units in one building, 
according to police reports. 

The rogue broke into the build-

Holiday burglary spree

ing on Willow Street near Clark 
Street at around 11:30 am on Dec. 
29, making off with $1,332 worth 
of property — including a Sam-
sung tablet, pearl earrings, $400 in 
gold bracelets, and rings — from 
one apartment, and then snatch-
ing $5,250 in belongings — in-

cluding an Apple TV, speakers, 
Coach handbags, binoculars, and 
camera equipment — from an-
other, cops said.

The 84th Precinct has added 
extra officers to patrol the neigh-
borhood, but is still trying to iden-
tify the culprit or culprits.

See 2017  on page 2

Seven Brooklyn Heights homes hit in daytime
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There has been a rash of burglaries in Brooklyn Heights, 
including two units in one building on Willow Street.
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INSIDE: LIRR TRAIN DERAILS AT ATLANTIC, INJURES MORE THAN 100
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9. Trolley wars
But Main Street’s still all cracked and 

broken! The city is supposed to release 
a route for  Mayor Deblasio’s $2.5-bil-
lion Brooklyn-Queens Connector street-
car system  this year, and then embark 
on a tour of community boards along 
the Sunset Park-to-Queens trolley line, 
where local residents and merchants will 
almost certainly fight over every scrap 
of street space. Some residents do like 
the idea — several public housing ten-
ant leaders recently announced their 
support — but others are worried that 
it will  fast-track gentrification nearby , 
that they’ll  lose parking , or simply that 
the whole scheme is a boondoggle for 
the developers who came up with the 
plan in the first place and subsequently 
 donated $245,000  to DeBlasio’s contro-
versial campaign fund.

8. The F Express
The Metropolitan Transportation Au-

thority divided the borough last year 
when it proposed bringing the  express 
F train back to Brooklyn in fall 2017  — 
and that chasm will only grow wider if 
the agency decides to push ahead with the 
plan and begins promised meetings with 
locals about it. Southern Brooklynites 
have  been demanding the service’s re-
turn for years , as it will shave around 
seven minutes off their commutes to 
Downtown and Manhattan. But Brown-
stone Brooklynites were aghast to learn 
the change would halve orange-bullet 
service at six of their stops during rush 
hour, and  have since organized  to “rail” 
against it unless the transit body prom-
ises to add more regular F trains.

7. Can a Republican win Bay Ridge?
It’s no secret conservative Bay Ridge 

is getting bluer by the day, but in the 
2017 race to replace term-limited Coun-
cilman Vincent Gentile, we just can’t 
help but wonder if a conservative could 
take the seat. Right-leaning heavy hit-
ters Bob Capano, Liam McCabe, and 
John Quaglione have either formally 
announced or have indicated strongly 
that they’ll run.

Gentile is a Democrat  — and he was 
even elected to a third term — but lo-
cal politcos say there’s no telling which 
way the area will swing.

“In the entire County of Kings, that is 
the only seat that is a contested seat. Most 
are overwhelmingly Democratic, but in 
that area — Bay Ridge, Dyker Heights 
— it’s a toss-up,” said Ralph Perfetto, 
a Democrat district leader. 

Still, Gentile beat Capano, a super-
market manager and adjunct professor, 
in 2009 and Quaglione, a staffer to token 
Brooklyn Republican state Sen. Marty 
Golden, in 2013 by wide margins.

6. Brooklyn gets more ferries
All aboard! Retro transportation will 

be all the rage in 2017 (see item No. 9), 
and nowhere will feel the fever more 
than Brooklyn’s waterfront when the city 
rolls out its  new $55-million ferry sys-
tem  this summer. Downtown and North 
Brooklyn already has a few floating peo-
ple movers, but officials are extending 
service to Red Hook, Sunset Park, and 
Bay Ridge — and promising to peg the 
price to that of a subway ride (sorry, no 
free transfers, though).

5. J’Ouvert
Come summertime, expect a heated 

public debate over what Mayor DeBlasio 
should do about this year’s J’Ouvert cel-
ebration — the pre-dawn party through-
out Crown Heights and Prospect-Lef-
ferts Gardens that precedes the West 
Indian American Day Carnival on La-
bor Day and has been plagued by vio-
lence in recent years. The city gave or-
ganizers their first parade permit last 
year and doubled the police presence 
at the event, and Hizzoner  promised  it 
would be “safer than ever.” Instead,  it 

was the bloodiest ever  — gunmen killed 
two people and injured four. Critics, in-
cluding Assemblyman Walter Mosely 
(D–Crown Heights), have called on the 
mayor to cancel the 30-year-old event, 
but DeBlasio insists it will continue. He 
hasn’t said exactly how he and police 
plan to curb the violence, however.

4. Tebow to Cyclones
College football phenom-turned-

failed New York Jet Tim Tebow  signed 
with the Mets organization last Sep-
tember . He played in the Arizona Fall 
League, and if he does well enough in 
spring training, the powers that be are 
likely to bump him up to the Cyclones 
for grooming toward full-fledged Met-
hood. Legendary Clones skipper Tom 
Gamboa said the heartthrob and outspo-
ken Christian  doesn’t have a prayer  of 
making it to the big leagues, but we’re 
rooting for Timmy anyway, because it 
would be the hottest story in Brooklyn 
sports since pro baseball returned to 
the borough in 2001.

3. Gowanus
Brooklyn’s stinkiest neighborhood 

is in for a big year. The city  will unveil 
its plan  for rezoning the neighborhood 
for more residential development, and it 
remains to be seen how much of it will 
be based on the  “Bridging Gowanus” 
blueprint  local Councilman Brad Lander 
spent years developing with residents 
— which calls for more below-market 
housing, flood protection, and incentives 
to keep manufacturing space.

The already-booming nabe was  named 
the 14th most-expensive neighborhood 
in New York last year  by real-estate site 
Property Shark, with a median home-
sale price of $1.2 million — up from 
$720,000 in 2015.

Meanwhile, the city  will begin 
dredging  the coal-tar infested Gow-
anus Canal, unearthing god-knows-
what from its murky depths, but also 
hopefully making it a little less gross 
in the process.

2. The race for District Attorney
Kings County will choose a new top 

prosecutor this year after Ken Thomp-
son’s untimely  death from cancer in Oc-
tober . He anointed Chief Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney Eric Gonzalez as acting 
district attorney while he was sick, but 
the position is up for grabs again this 
fall. Thompson’s widow  has already en-
dorsed Gonzalez  — the borough’s first 
Latino to hold the post — although he 
hasn’t officially announced anything yet, 
and other contenders for the powerful 
position are now emerging. 

The  city’s former human rights com-
missioner Patricia Gatling  and civil rights 
attorney Marc Fliedner, who worked 
as an assistant district attorney for 15 
years, have already thrown their hats 
into the ring, and several others are eye-
ing a run — including Democratic Dis-
trict Leader Ann Swern, who was for-
mer District Attorney Charles Hynes’s 
first deputy; Fox News correspondent 
and former Brooklyn Bar Association 
president Arthur Aidala; state Supreme 
Court judge Shawndya Simpson; and 
outgoing Councilman Vincent Gentile 
(D–Bay Ridge). 

1. Boning for bronze
Breed, Brooklyn, breed! The Bor-

ough of Kings is this close to overtaking 
Chicago as the country’s third-largest 
city, and could snatch the title some-
time next year if Brooklynites really 
commit to popping out new residents. 
The Windy City still ranks bronze in 
the population category with 2.72 mil-
lion in 2015, compared to Brooklyn’s 
near-fourth at 2.64 million, according 
to the U.S. Census Bureau. But Brook-
lyn’s growth surely has those Midwest-
erners looking over their shoulders — 
the Borough of Churches has enjoyed 
an average population gain of 27,984 
per year since 2010, compared to Chica-
go’s measly 4,896. So throw away those 
free New York City condoms and get 
to work!

Continued from page 1
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By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Brooklyn is well on its 
way to overtaking Chicago 
as the third-most populous 
city in the United States, but 
Kings County will have to 
get creative in order to 
push past the Windy 
City by this time in 2018. 
Here are 10 things we 
can do to populate the bor-
ough next year — no mat-
ter what the cost.

10. Annex Ridgewood: 
The Queens neighborhood  is 
already full of hipsters  who 
can’t afford Williamsburg, 
and even  once had a Brooklyn 
zip code . It is also on the east-
ern edge of Newtown Creek, 
so you don’t even have to cross 
the only natural barrier sepa-
rating the two boroughs. 

9. Don’t legalize it, 
man: Officials have been 
laying off enforcement of 
pot possession while medi-
cal marijuana is becoming in-
creasingly available in New 
York — a big problem for fer-
tility, because weed can lower 
men’s sperm count and just 
generally makes people lazy. 
Let’s save the reefer madness 
until we can afford to kick 
back and chillax.

Operation population
10 ways to overtake Chicago as the third-largest city

# 1

8. Reopen Rikers here: 
 The city wants to close the 
scandal-plagued prison any-
way , and seeing as incarcer-
ated people count towards the 
census, we say open a new fa-
cility in Kings County to pad 
out the numbers. Better yet, 
let’s volunteer to take some 
of Chicago’s prisoners too, re-
ducing its population at the 
same time. 

7. House the homeless: 
The Census Bureau also in-
cludes the homeless in its 
count, and will even add in-
digent drifters to the popula-
tion tally. By embracing shel-
ters and soup kitchens, we can 

help solve the city’s home-
less crisis while increasing the 
borough’s population.

6. Abstinence-only ed-
ucation: Love it or hate it, 
stressing abstinence in schools 
is a surefire way to increase 
the likelihood of pregnancy. So 
when you have “the talk” with 
you teen, don’t tell them to be 
safe — tell them to wait.

5. Tolls going out, none 
coming in: Tourists and com-
muters can be persuaded to 
settle in the borough by mak-
ing the cost of leaving Brook-
lyn prohibitively expensive, 
while leaving all routes into 
Brooklyn free of any toll.  

4. Do resuscitate: Is 
your loved one clinging to 
life? Keep them that way — 
it’s just for another year. 

3. Flood the reservoirs 
with fertility drugs: Even 

if you start trying today, 
chances are you’ll only 
be able to pop out one 
kid before 2018. By 

pumping Brooklyn’s water 
supply with experimental fer-
tility drugs —  known to in-
crease the likelihood of twins 
and triplets  — locals could be 
producing whole litters with 
frightening regularity.  

2. Take all the Syr-
ian refugees: Many states 
around America  are refusing  
to take refugees from the war-
torn country, but Brooklyn 
is home to enough bleeding-
hearts to welcome all of them 
with open arms. 

1. Lure Chicagoans to 
Brooklyn: By enticing Chi-
Town citizens to relocate, we 
can kill two birds with one 
stone. A campaign could adver-
tise the many appeals of Brook-
lyn living, including our low 
murder rates, comparatively 
gentle winds, and objectively 
superior pizza. Plus, given how 
bad the Nets are right now, im-
migrants are guaranteed to see 
a Bulls victory every time that 
team comes to town.
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3RD LARGEST CITY IN AMERICA

Let’s do this, Brooklyn!
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WHERE CAN TECHNOLOGY TAKE YOU?

76% GRADUATED DEBT-FREE (2015)

#3 
IN THE NATION IN PRODUCING  

THE HIGHEST PAID  
ASSOCIATE-DEGREE EARNING  

GRADUATES  
—PAYSCALE.COM 

 NEW YORK CITY COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY

CITY TECH
@citytechnews www.citytech.cuny.edu

300 Jay Street, Downtown Brooklyn718.260.5500  WWW.CITYTECH.CUNY.EDU/DIRECTADMISSIONS

EARN A DEGREE OR  
UPDATE YOUR  
PROFESSIONAL SKILLSAPPLY NOW 2017 DIRECT ADMISSIONS

®

Call: 844-243-5318   |  www.nyee.edu/williamsburg

101 Broadway, Suite 201, Brooklyn, NY 11249

Access to Superb Eye and ENT 
Specialists Just Got Easier

New York Eye and Ear Infirmary of Mount Sinai 

(NYEE) brings its most requested specialty 

services to Brooklyn. With another convenient 

location, Williamsburg residents have access to 

nationally recognized experts in eye, ear, nose  

and throat care right in the neighborhood.  

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

A train derailed at Atlantic 
Terminal on the morning of 
Jan. 4, sending straphangers 
flying and injuring 104, ac-
cording to authorities.

The Long Island Rail Road 
train was pulling into the Pros-
pect Heights stop at around 
8:15 am carrying some 430 
passengers but overshot the 
platform and crashed into 
the safety bumper — fling-
ing commuters about as the 
two lead cars careened off the 
tracks, according to Office 
of Emergency Management 
spokesman Justin Bennett. 

None of the injuries were 
life-threatening — a wom-
an’s broken leg was the most 
serious malady, Gov. Cuomo 
said at a press conference af-
ter the crash.  

“They were standing get-
ting ready to get off the train, 
the train has a sudden stop, 
they’re not prepared for a sud-
den stop,” Cuomo said. “They 
get knocked around, banged 
around, they hurt an arm, they 
hurt a leg, etcetera.”

Emergency respond-
ers evacuated 11 people by 
stretcher, while the other 
wounded commuters were 
treated at the scene and were 

Rush-hour train derails
More than 100 injured on LIRR at Atlantic Terminal

Emergency responders care for some of the dozens of straphangers injured when 
a Long Island Rail Road train derailed while pulling into Atlantic Terminal.
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able to walk out of their own 
volition, according to Ben-
nett.

The Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority is still in-
vestigating exactly what went 
wrong, and is interviewing 
the train’s conductor, engi-
neer, and brakeman, accord-

ing to agency honcho Tom 
Prendergast, but he said it is 
generally the engineer’s re-
sponsibility.

“It’s primarily the locomo-
tive engineer’s responsibility 
to control the train,” he said. 
“There’s a signal system that 
controls it coming in at lim-

ited speeds. But when you’re 
getting to the end, it’s the lo-
comotive engineer’s respon-
sibility.”

Sleuths from the National 
Transportation Safety Board 
are also expected to conduct 
their own investigation, Ben-
nett said.

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

So refreshing!
Coca-Cola is advertising its 

trendy Smartwater brand of 
bottled H2O with a giant bill-
board above the  notoriously 
filthy  Gowanus Canal, and 
the juxtaposition has neigh-
bors cracking up.

“It’s a stupid place for it,” 
said Michael Greisch, who lives 
in Carroll Gardens and burst 
out laughing upon noticing the 
curiously placed ad. 

The advertisement for the 
brand’s new sparkling water 
— featuring an image of a gi-
ant bottle and the slogans “up 

up up” and “bring the bubbly” 
— went up over the sludgy 
span across from the Whole 
Foods Market on Third Av-
enue and Third Street in No-
vember last year. 

The location isn’t any sort 
of comment on Brooklyn’s 
Nautical Purgatory — which 
is  riddled with gonorrhea  and 
the carcasses of the  dolphins , 
 whales , and  goslings  who met 
their untimely demise in its 
murky depths — according to 
the beverage company. It se-
lected the spot simply because 
its target 18–34 demographic 
resides in Carroll Gardens and 
nearby Whole Foods is one of 
its partners, a flack said. 

Liquid laugh

Locals are giggling about this new ad for Coke’s 
Smartwater on the Gowanus Canal — not exactly 
what most people associate with clean water.
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Urgent Care  
at Mount Sinai Doctors Brooklyn Heights 

300 Cadman Plaza West, 18th Floor 

Between Tillary and Pierrepont

929-210-6300

Monday – Friday | 8:30 am  – 8:30 pm 

Saturday & Sunday  | 9:00 am – 5:00 pm 

Holidays | 9:00 am – 3:00 pm

If you have a sudden illness or injury, we’re 

here for you. Check in online or just walk 

in to our urgent care center near Borough 

Hall for fast and skilled medical care, so you 

can get right back home or back to work. 

We also off er appointments for primary 

care and more than 30 other specialties.

MOUNT SINAI DOCTORS 

URGENT CARE.

QUALITY CARE AT THE SPEED OF LIFE.

No Appointment  Needed

Beat the line and check in before you arrive at 

 www.mountsinai.org/bhurgentcare or just come in.

For life-threatening conditions, call 911 or 
visit an emergency room. 

C.O.D.
(718) 354-3834

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

Prompt Delivery
Easy Online Ordering

Metered Delivery
Premium Heating Oil

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

A swift sneak stole a wom-
an’s cellphone from her hands 
as she was standing on a York 
Street sidewalk on Dec. 26.

The lady was on the pave-
ment near Jay Street at 8:25 am 
when the thief ran by, snatched 
the phone, and scurried off, 
police said. 

A bad time
Two time bandits stole a 

pricey watch from a Fulton 
Street department store af-

Quick thief swipes lady’s phone on York St.
ter asking to view it on Dec. 
26.

A worker in the shop near 
Bridge Street said the two louts 
asked to view the $1,995 Mo-
vado timepiece around 7:10 
pm, but then one of the fiends 
then passed off the watch to 
the second one, who exited 
the store without paying, ac-
cording to a report.

Selfie snatch
Some snake grabbed a 

woman’s selfie stick out of 
her hand as she was snapping 
a photo on Water Street on 
Jan. 1.

The victim told cops she 
was using the device to take 
a picture with her phone in 
Brooklyn Bridge Park around 
5:45 pm when a jerk came up 
from behind and took it out 
of her hand. Her phone fell 
off the gadget, but the crook 
was able to make off with her 
$15 stick, cops said. 

Grabbed
A rogue snatched a wom-

an’s bag as she was getting 
ready to leave a Fulton Street 
restaurant on Dec. 29.

The victim was gathering 
her belongings in the eatery 
by Boerum Place at 4 pm 
when the thief took her bag 
and fled, police said.

— Lauren Gill

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Smashed
Cops busted an allegedly 

wasted driver after she man-
aged to collide with not one, 
not two, but nine parked cars 
on Eighth Avenue on Dec. 
24.

The arresting officer was 
responding to a complaint of 
a reckless driver when he al-
legedly spotted the suspect 
hopelessly trying to parallel 
park her 2005 Toyota Corolla 
near 10th Street at 8:15 pm. 
The officer ordered the sus-
pect to kill the engine, be-
fore looking around to find a 
small fleet of busted, dented 
cars in her wake, according 
to police.

The suspect told the pa-
trolman she’d had three 
drinks earlier that night, 
but a test allegedly revealed 
the woman had a blood-alco-

hol content of .227 — nearly 
three times the legal limit, 
authorities said.

Shaken up
Police have given up the 

hunt for a kook who went bal-
listic and started shaking a 
62-year-old woman before 
damaging her car on Pros-
pect Park West on Dec. 21.

The victim told officials 
that she pulled her vehicle to 
the side of the road near Gar-
field Place at 9:15 am when a 
wacko driving a black Jeep 
Wrangler shouted at her to 
move.

The lady told the jerk that 
she couldn’t move just yet, 
and he suddenly snapped and 
reached into her car to shake 
her, before punching her driv-
er-side door, leaving a dent, 
according to a report.

The victim was able to 
supply investigators with 
the villain’s New York li-
cense plate number, but no 
arrests have been made in re-
lation to the attack, and the 
case has been closed, accord-
ing to a report.

A bad turn
Officers collared a man 

after they say he was driv-
ing drunk and made an ille-
gal turn off of Flatbush Av-
enue on Dec. 19.

The arresting officer re-
ported spotting the suspect 
take an illegal right turn onto 
Atlantic Avenue at 2:55 am, 
before pulling him over for 
the infraction.

When confronting the mo-
torist, the patrolman alleg-
edly noticed the guy smelled 
strongly of booze and couldn’t 
stand straight when the offi-
cer ordered him out of the car, 
cops said.

Back at the precinct, the 
suspect was allegedly found 
to have a blood-alcohol con-
tent of .112 — well over the 
state’s .08 limit — accord-
ing to police.

Sock it to ’em
Cops cuffed a 20-year-old 

man who they say served an-
other gentleman a knuckle 
sandwich on Second Street 
on Dec. 4.

The victim told police that 
he was arguing with the sus-
pect near Fourth Avenue at 
5:57 pm, when their heated ex-
change came to a head and the 
fellow hauled off and socked 
him once in the face. 

Dine ’n’ dash
Cops are hunting for the 

thief who nabbed a digital tab-
let from behind the counter 
of a Fifth Avenue diner on 
Dec. 20.

Surveillance footage shows 
the crook inside the eatery 
between Prospect and Park 
places at 11:30 pm, then saun-
tering back into the employ-
ees-only section of the res-
taurant and nabbing a $200 
Galaxy Tab 4 he found there, 
according to a police re-
port.

Out for a stroll
A bad guy stole a mom’s 

stroller after she left it unat-
tended outside of a 13th Street 
daycare on Dec. 20.

The victim told police that 
she left the pricey carriage 
unsupervised as she dipped 
into the baby depot between 
Sixth and Seventh avenues 
at 8:05 am, only to emerge 
later to find the stroller had 
vanished, along with a pair 
of gloves and a home pedi-
cure foot buff. 

— Colin Mixson

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Bad karma 
A reprobate choked a 

woman and swiped her phone 
on Richard Street on Jan. 2.

The 32-year-old victim 
was trying to stop an argu-
ment between the good-for-
nothing and another woman 
near Visitation Place at about 
9:30 am, but instead the lout 
choked her and then grabbed 

her Samsung Galaxy 6, offi-
cials said 

Hairy situation
Cops cuffed two women 

who they say punched another 
lady and pulled her hair in 
a Columbia Street building 
on Dec. 30.

The 43-year-old victim told 
cops she and the two suspects 
were having an argument in 
the lobby of the building near 
Dwight Street at about 5 pm, 
when the spat escalated and 
the pair allegedly pulled her 
down to the ground and pulled 
her hair.

The two suspects allegedly 
punched her, bruising on her 
face and arms and leaving a 
small cut on her back, accord-
ing to a report. 

Gunning for it
Police arrested an 18-year-

old guy for possession of a 
loaded gun inside a building 
on Hoyt Street on Dec. 28.

Officers say they re-
sponded to the building be-
tween Atlantic Avenue and 
Pacific Street at about 10:50 
pm and heard two gunshots, 
then saw three men run down 
from the roof. A 9mm pis-
tol allegedly fell out of one 
of the suspect’s sweatshirt 
pockets and cops put him in 
handcuffs. 

Stoop swipe
A crook took a delivery 

package from outside a build-
ing on Fourth Place on Dec. 
27, police said.

The jerk picked up the 
Amazon package filled 
with a pantry box of house-
hold goods from the build-
ing between Clinton and 
Henry streets at about 1:55 
pm and left, according to au-
thorities. 

Heirloom gone
A burglar made off with a 

woman’s laptop and ring from 
her Clinton Street home on 
Dec. 22, police said.

The 45-year-old woman 
told police she believes the 
intruder entered her home be-
tween State Street and Atlan-
tic Avenue while she was at 
work in the afternoon, and 
stole her Apple laptop, Bose 
sound track and docking de-
vice, an expensive family 
ring, and a phone charger, 

according to authorities. 
There was no sign of forced 

entry, according to a police 
report. — Julianne Cuba

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Ride and run
A skunk sprayed a cabbie 

in the eyes with an unknown 
liquid and fled a taxi with-
out paying his fare on 86th 
Street on Dec. 31, according 
to police.

The cabbie told authorities 
that he picked up the punk at 
96th Street and Second Av-
enue at 12:45 am and drove 
him to 86th Street between 
Fort Hamilton Parkway and 
Gatling Place. 

When they reached their 
destination the nogoodnik 
sprayed the cabbie in the 
eyes with an unknown liq-
uid and ran out of the cab 
without paying for the ride, 
authorities said. 

Sliced
Two goons struck a man 

with a glass bottle on Fort 
Hamilton Parkway on Dec. 
27, police said.

The man told officials that 
he was near 62nd Street at 
11:40 am when he got into 
a verbal dispute with the 
louts. 

The argument escalated 
when one of the brutes 
smashed a glass bottle into 
the man’s face, slicing open 
his upper lip. 

Emergency responders 
took the victim to Lutheran 
Medical Center, according to 
a police report. 

Ransacked
A bandit broke into a 

woman’s Bay Ridge Park-
way apartment on Dec. 31, 
authorities said. 

The woman told police that 
she entered her apartment be-
tween Third and Fourth ave-
nues at 7 pm and discovered 
the place had been tossed. 

Upon further inspection 
she noticed the rear window 
by the fire escape was wide 
open, said police. 

But the thief only made 
off with $50, officials re-
ported.

— Caroline Spivack
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Cold Comfort Bureau
for Brooklyn Paper

T
he weather outside is still frightful, but 
there is a lot to look forward to between 
now and the start of spring! So don’t 

just huddle by the fire — buy your tickets 
now for some of the best events happen-
ing this winter in Brooklyn:

‘Beauty Queen of Leenane’
Start the year with the blistering black 

comedy about a bickering mother and daugh-
ter in a tiny Irish town. The production 
stars Marie Mullen, who won a Tony for 
originating the role of daughter Maureen 
20 years ago, now taking on the role of 
mother Mags. 

BAM Harvey Theater [651 Fulton St. 
at Rockwell Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
636–4100, www.bam.org]. Jan. 11–Feb. 5 
at various times. $25–$95.

‘The Tempest’
The Donmar Warehouse returns to St. 

Ann’s Warehouse with the third and final 
installment of its all-female Shakespeare 
productions set inside a women’s prison. In 
“The Tempest,”  captivating actress Harriet 
Walter  will take on the role of Prospero, a 
wizard exiled to a magical island.

St. Ann’s Warehouse [45 Water St. at 
Old Dock Street in Dumbo, (718) 254–
8779, www.stannswarehouse.org]. Jan. 
13–Feb 19 at 7:30 pm. $26–$66. 

Donut Fest
The city’s finest fried dough purveyors 

present their best crullers, fritters, bear 
claws, and other creations for your con-
sideration. Taste them all and then vote 
for your favorite.

The Bell House [149 Seventh St. be-
tween Second and Third avenues in Gow-
anus, (718) 643–6510, www.donutfest.
com/nyc]. Jan. 21 at 8 am, 10 am, and 
noon. $35–$50.

Lunar New Year show 
Ring in the Year of the Rooster with the 

Nai-Ni Chen Dance Company’s beloved 
annual Lunar New Year show at Brook-
lyn College, featuring dancers, acrobats, 
and traditional music.

Walt Whitman Theater at Brooklyn Col-
lege [2925 Avenue H at Campus Road in 
Midwood, (718) 951–4500, www.brooklyn-
center.com]. Jan. 22 at 3 pm. $25.

‘Contact!’ concert
Musicians from the New York Philhar-

monic celebrate the works of composers 
who have lived in the Big Apple, includ-
ing Elliot Carter, David Lang, and Zosha 
di Castri.

National Sawdust [80 N. Sixth St. at 

Wythe Avenue in Williamsburg, (646) 779-
8455, www.nationalsawdust.org]. Jan. 23 
at 7:30 pm. $29–$34.

‘Sincerely, L. Cohen’
A stellar lineup of artists celebrate the 

music of the recently departed folk icon 
Leonard Cohen, with performances from 
Sonic Youth’s Lee Ranaldo, Okkervil Riv-
er’s Will Sheff, Deer Tick’s Ian O’Neil, and 
Lucy Wainwright Roche, among others.

The Music Hall of Williamsburg [66 N. 
Sixth St. between Wythe and Kent av-
enues in Williamsburg, (718) 486–5400, 
www.musichallofwilliamsburg.com]. Jan. 
24 at 8 pm. $25 ($22 in advance).

BAM Kids Film Festival
The Brooklyn Academy of Music’s an-

nual festival of short films for short humans 
with short attention spans. The movies are 
grouped by type, which this year includes 
individuality, friendship, and family.

BAM Rose Cinemas [30 Lafayette Ave. 
at Ashland Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
636–4100, www.bam.org]. Jan. 28–29 at 
various times. $14 adults ($10 kids 13 and 
younger).

Radio Love Fest 
Every year, the Brooklyn Academy of 

Music and WNYC celebrate the art of ra-
dio by… putting on live stage shows. This 

year’s festival includes Ira Glass hosting a 
contemporary dance performance, the for-
mer Obama staffers who host the podcast 
“Keepin’ it 1600,” and the storytelling shows 
“Snap Judgement” and “The Moth.”

Various Brooklyn Academy of Music lo-
cations (www.bam.org), Feb. 8–11 at vari-
ous times. $35 per show.

Ladies Night R&B Jam
Set phasers to “swoon” — rhythm & blues 

icons from the ’80s through the aughts bring 
their smooth sounds to Barclays Center, 
with a lineup including Brian McKnight, 
Eric Benet, Jagged Edge, Dru Hill, Mario 
Winans, and Big Daddy Kane.

Barclays Center [620 Atlantic Ave. at 
Flatbush Avenue in Prospect Heights, 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclayscenter.com]. 
Feb. 9 at 8 pm. $65–$265.

Patti LaBelle
Let the acclaimed “Lady Marmalade” 

songstress serenade your sweetheart on 
Valentine’s weekend.

Kings Theatre [1027 Flatbush Ave. be-
tween Tilden Avenue and Duryea Place in 
Flatbush, (718) 856–5464, www.kingsthe-
atre.com]. Feb. 11 at 8 pm. $105–$131.

‘The Skin of Our Teeth’
Theater for a New Audience is doing 

the famous Thornton Wilder play that isn’t 

“Our Town” —  yes, it’s “The Skin of Our 
Teeth,” the Pulitzer-winning comedy that 
tells the history of mankind through the 
lives of one modern family. The play first 
opened on Broadway in 1942, but hasn’t 
been staged in New York since 1998.

Polonsky Shakespeare Center [262 
Ashland Pl. between Fulton Street and 
Lafayette Avenue in Fort Greene, (212) 
229–2819, www.tfana.org]. Feb. 12–March 
9. Various times.

‘Out of this World’ circus
The Ringling Bros. and Barnum & 

Bailey circus has retired its elephants to 
a nice farm upstate — but don’t worry, 
this year’s space-themed show still has 
lions, tigers, donkeys, alpacas, llamas, 
pigs, dogs, and kangaroos.

Barclays Center [620 Atlantic Ave. at 
Flatbush Avenue in Prospect Heights, (917) 
618–6100, www.barclayscenter.com]. Feb 
23–March 2 at various times. $15–$80.

Lonnie Smith
The Doctor is coming for an organ opera-

tion! Legendary Hammond B3 player Lonnie 
Smith is bringing his soulful brand of jazz 
and funk to Long Island University.

Kumble Theater for the Performing Arts 
at Long Island University [1 University Pl. 
between DeKalb Avenue and Willoughby 

Panty rave!

Dance your pants off!
Don’t let those skinny jeans restrict your booty-

shaking! Rip them off and dance the night away 
free all of inhibitions — and pants — at the “Bot-
tomless! Pants Off Dance Off” party at the House 
of Yes on Jan. 7. Whatever garments you are under-
wearing will do for the party, but everyone must 
have something covering their nether regions, said 
one of the co-owners of the Bushwick venue.

“I think it will be really silly. People can feel 
inspired and liberated,” said Kae Burke. “Under-
wear is not specifically required but you have to 
wear something over your naughty bits. People 
are welcome to get as creative as they want with 
whatever they consider to be underwear.”

The pantsless dance party was inspired by 
three things: Tom Cruise’s iconic tighty-whitey 
dance scene in “Risky Business,” the annual 
“No Pants Subway Ride,” and House of Yes 
co-owner Anya Sapozhnikova’s wild birthday 
party over the summer.

“It was a casual kind of day, brunching, chill-
ing, and I just thought it would be hilarious to 
have everyone come in their underwear because 
it was the middle of August, and it turned out to 
be really successful,” said Sapozhnikova. “It was 
more than a joke, and we wanted to do something 
more intentional this time around.”

Because this pantsless party happens in the 
middle of winter, the venue will provide a coat 
and pants check, heaters, and special shots to help 
people warm up and drop their inhibitions along 
with their trousers, while the disc jockey collective 
Risky Business spins its tunes, said Burke. 

“There will be shot specials for people to work 
up their courage because sometimes it’s intim-
idating to prance around in your panties,” she 
said. “House of Yes is all about people pushing 
their own personal boundaries and going out-
side of their comfort zone.” 

There will be extra options for those in ba-
sic boxers, including a crafts table for spicing 
up their boring undies with glitter and glam, 
said Burke. 

“We will have underwear for sale and peo-
ple can even decorate their own underwear — 
an underwear crafting station where people can 
bedazzle their own panties,” she said.

The pantsless party falls during House of 
Yes’s birthday weekend. A free dance party on 
Jan. 6 will also celebrates the venue’s first year 
in its new space. 

“Bottomless! Pants Off Dance Off” at House 
of Yes (2 Wyckoff Ave. at Jefferson Street in 
Bushwick, www.houseofyes.org). Jan 7, 10 
pm–4 am. $25 (free before 11 pm).  
 — Julianne Cuba

PA R T Y

You’ve got to know how to fight for your 
rights!

The Brooklyn Historical Society will help 
activists brace for the incoming Trump admin-
istration by looking at the organizing tactics of 
civil rights leaders of the past. One organizer of 
“Civic Responsibility Then and Now: A View 
from the Archives,” on Jan. 11, says that the 
discussion was prompted both by the upcoming 
presidential inauguration and by Martin Luther 
King Day, just four days after the talk.

“This was kind of in the works before, but once 
the election happened we felt there was no way we 
could not do this before Martin Luther King Day 
to address the implication for Dr. King’s legacy 
and the inauguration,” said Zaheer Ali, an oral 
historian at Brooklyn Historical Society.

The conversations and concerns of activists 
have vastly changed since the election of Don-
ald Trump, said Ali.

“There are many reasons to be concerned es-
pecially when you look at the issue of immigra-
tion,” he said. “We know that the language about 
immigration has been toxic this year, and how 
we talked about immigration in October 2016 is 
different from how we’re going to talk about it in 
January 2017 — the stakes are different.”

Ali and the Society’s director of public history, 
Julie Golia, will lead a discussion about how past 
activists in Brooklyn have prepared and organized 
protests, and will show off archival photographs 
and videos to give people a model. 

“We will be looking at documents we think 
help people put it into perspective,” he said. “We 
need a greater understanding of being engaged 
as Brooklynites because we have long history of 
people who have always stood up, and it’s im-
portant to understand organizing.”

The discussion will be one of many address-
ing activism and civic engagement in 2017. Ali 
hopes the conversations will help mobilize peo-
ple to find others interested in activism.

“This just the beginning,” he said. “And it 
help us think as an institution about what our 
community wants to hear from us, and helps us 
engage with the community. It’s important for 
people to express what concerns they have and 
find other like-minded people.”

“Civic Responsibility Then and Now” at the 
Brooklyn Historical Society [128 Pierrepont St. 
at Clinton Street in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222–4111, www.brooklynhistory.org]. Jan. 11 at 
6 pm. $5. — Alexandra Simon

Talk tactics
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Winter heats up!
The best Brooklyn arts events happening before spring

Royal row: Marie Mullen, left, stars as Mags in the black comedy “The Beauty Queen of Leenane,” opening at BAM on Jan. 11.
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Orange you glad it’s not 2016?: (Pictured clockwise from left) Dragon dancers will welcome the Lunar New Year at Brooklyn 
Center on Jan. 22. Georgia O’Keeffe’s oil painting “Ram’s Head, White Hollyhock–Hills” will be on display at the Brooklyn 
Museum as part of a retrospective on her life and her work, opening March 3. And a donut festival on Jan. 21 will feature the 
borough’s best friend dough!

C
ar

o
l R

o
se

g
g

P
ho

to
 b

y 
A

nn
a 

O
. G

ra
nt

B
ro

o
kl

yn
 M

us
eu

m

See WINTER on page 7
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
Jan. 6

Kon men
Head down to Gow-
anus early tonight — 
there are still tickets 
available at the door 
for the return of “The 
Untitled Kondabolu 
Brothers Project,” fea-
turing funnyman Hari 
Kondabolu (pictured) 
and his DJ brother 
Ashok revealing secrets 
from their childhood 
and needling each 
other in the way that 
only siblings can.

8 pm at Littlefield (622 
Degraw St. between Third 
and Fourth avenues in 
Gowanus, www.little-
fieldnyc.com). $15.

SATURDAY
Jan. 7

Beauty and 
the beasts
The bizarre photo-
shopped creatures in 
Viktor Koen’s exhibit 
“Bestiary” will head 
back to their home 
planet after tonight’s 
closing reception, 
which will also feature 
acclaimed sci-fi 
authors Michael Swan-
wick, Jack Ketchum, 
Sonya Taaffe, and edi-
tor Ellen Datlow read-
ing short stories 
inspired by the mon-
strous artwork.

6 pm at United Photo 
Industries Gallery [16 Main 
St., Gallery B, at Water 
Street in Dumbo, (718) 
801–8099, www.united-
photoindustries.com]. 
Free.

MONDAY
Jan. 9

Sxip out
It will be a bizarre 
and star-studded 
show tonight, when 
eccentric acoustic 
composer Sxip Shirey 
launches his new 
album “A Bottle of 
Whiskey and a Hand-
ful of Bees,” accom-
panied by power-
house vocalist Xavier, 
singer Rhiannon Gid-
dens, poet-rapper 
Dessa, and 20-piece 
Brooklyn vocal 
ensemble Choral 
Chameleon.

7 pm at National Sawdust 
(80 N. Sixth St. at Wythe 
Avenue in Williamsburg, 
nationalsawdust.org). $34 
($29 in advance).

TUESDAY
Jan. 10

Get hooked
Ironing enthusiast 
James Hook (pictured) 
launches his new one-
on-one talk show “The 
Hook” tonight, prob-
ing city councilman 
Stephen Levin with 
questions like “What’s 
the worst thing you’ve 
ever done?” Come 
out for the inspired 
inquisition, and if you 
live in the 33rd Dis-
trict, to pester Levin 
about any potholes on 
your street!

7 pm at Pete’s Candy 
Store [709 Lorimer St. 
between Richardson and 
Frost streets in 
Williamsburg, (718) 302–
3770, www.petescandys-
tore.com]. Free.

THURSDAY
Jan. 12

It’s the one 
thing we got
Tonight the Brooklyn 
Historical Society 
launches a four-week 
screening series Tru-
man Capote films, 
starting with classic 
Audrey Hepburn flick 
“Breakfast at Tiffa-
ny’s,” presented 
along with an exhibit 
of rare photos of the 
author, when he lived 
in Brooklyn Heights. 

7 pm at Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 
Pierrepont St. between 
Henry and Clinton streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, www.
brooklynhistory.org]. Free. 

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, JAN. 6
ART, “PHOTO II” OPENING RECEP-

TION: An exhibit of four contempo-
rary photographers. Free. 6–9 pm. 
Transmitter (1329 Willoughby Ave. 
between St. Nicholas and Wychkoff 
avenues in Bushwick), www.transmit-
ter.nyc. 

FILM, “THE JOURNEY”: A screening 
of director Peter Watkins’s 1987 ex-
perimental blend of a documentary, 
a dystopian science fi ction fi lm, a 
handbook for media analysis, and a 
linking of activist groups through-
out the world. Presented in chapters 
over three days. $10 suggested 
donation. 7 pm. Light Industry (155 
Freeman St. at Manhattan Avenue in 
Greenpoint), www.lightindustry.org. 

TALK, “THE SOUL OF DISCIPLINE”: 
Author Kim John Payne discuses 
about social inclusion and simplicity 
parenting. $10 suggested dona-
tion. 7 pm. Brooklyn Waldorf School 
[11 Jefferson Ave. at Claver Place 
in Bedford-Stuyvesant, (718) 783–
3270], www.brooklynwaldorf.org. 

NIGHTLIFE, “NUTCRACKER 
ROUGE!”: A sexy take on the clas-
sical ballet, featuring opera, circus, 
vaudeville, burlesque and naughty 
fun. $35–$200. 8 pm. Irondale Cen-
ter [85 S. Oxford St. at Lafayette 
Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 488–
9233], www.irondale.org. 

MUSIC, CHRISTINE BONANSEA: A 
solo inspired by Nietzsche’s aphoris-
tic volume “Human, All Too Human.” 
$15. 8 pm. Jack (505 Waverly Ave. 
between Fulton Street and Atlantic 
Avenue in Clinton Hill), www.jackny.
org. 

COMEDY, 50 FIRST JOKES: A mixture 
of established NYC comedians along 
with the best and brightest up-and-
comers share the stage to present 
the fi rst new joke they’ve written 
since The Ball has dropped. $15. 
8 pm. Bell House [149 Seventh St. 
at Third Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebellhouseny.
com. 

SAT, JAN. 7
MUSIC, SYLVAIN LEROUX: The fl autist 

performs a solo for fula fl ute as part 
of the series of solo concerts. $10 
suggested donation. 4:40 pm. 440 
Gallery [440 Sixth Ave. between 

Ninth and 10th streets in Park Slope, 
(718) 499–3844], www.440gallery.
com. 

MUSIC, STILLAMESS: With Alethea, 
MC Mixson, Dani Felt, Yify, and In-
nocent Persona. Free. 7 pm. Salzy 
Bar [506 Fifth Ave. between 12th 
and 13th streets in Park Slope, (718) 
788–1635], salzybar.com. 

FAMILY, TOUCH TANK: Meet and 
touch real, live sea creatures like 
starfi sh and sea urchins. Free with 
museum admission. 3:30 pm. Brook-
lyn Children’s Museum [145 Brooklyn 
Ave. at St. Marks Avenue in Crown 
Heights, (718) 735–4400], www.
brooklynkids.org. 

MUSIC, BARGEMUSIC: A family music 
performance, followed by a discus-
sion with the musicians. Free. 4 pm. 
BargeMusic (Fulton Ferry Landing 
and Brooklyn Bridge in Brooklyn 
Heights), www.bargemusic.org. 

READING, GREENLIGHT BOOK-
STORE GRAND OPENING: Green-
light celebrates the opening of its 
second store, this one in Prospect 
Lefferts Garden, with music, wine, 
and appearances by local literary ce-
lebrities. Free. 7:30 pm. Greenlight 
Bookstore PLG (632 Flatbush Ave. 
between Fenimore and Hawthorne 
streets in Prospect Lefferts Garden), 
www.greenlightbookstore.com. 

“NUTCRACKER ROUGE!”: 8 pm. See 
Friday, Jan. 6. 

COMEDY, TINDER LIVE WITH LANE 
MOORE: An anything-can-happen 
interactive comedy showstopper 
with helpful and oftentimes ridicu-
lous tips, tricks, and real-time swip-
ing and messaging. $15. 8 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at Third Av-
enue in Gowanus, (718) 643–6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 

See 9 DAYS on page 7

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

FRI, JAN 6
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS 

CLEVELAND CAVALIERS: $75–
$3,000. 7:30 pm.

SAT, JAN 7
SPORTS, POWERSHARES QQQ 

CUP: Tennis champions John 
McEnroe, Andy Roddick, Jim 
Courier, and James Blake com-
pete. $42–$324. 7 pm.

SUN, JAN 8
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS 

PHILADELPHIA 76ERS: $20–
$3,000. Noon.

TUE, JAN 10
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS 

ATLANTA HAWKS: $20–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.

WED, JAN 11
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLAND-

ERS VS FLORIDA PANTHERS: 
$20–$200. 7 pm.

THU, JAN 12
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS 

NEW ORLEANS PELICANS: 
$20–$3,000. 7:30 pm.

SAT, JAN 14
SPORTS, SHOWTIME CHAMPION-

SHIP BOXING — BADOU JACK 
VS JAMES DEGALE: $20–
$3,000. Time tba.

SUN, JAN 15
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS 

HOUSTON ROCKETS: $20–
$3,000. 6 pm.

TUE, JAN 17
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS TO-

RONTO RAPTORS: $25–$3,000. 
7:30 pm.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to 
introduce Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and the 
New York Daily News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Thursday at 4:45 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-
out segments, can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH THURSDAY AT 4:45PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, and, 
of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn Paper 
radio is the only webcast where you’ll hear 
Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira Eisen-
berg, Andrew Dice Clay, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and two-time guest Borough 
President Eric Adams.

So tune in each week live Thursdays at 4:45 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes, 
Stitcher, and Mixlr.

COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER

You cannot be furious!: 
Legendary tennis player and 
hothead John McEnroe will 
play against Jim Courier dur-
ing the Powershares QQQ 
Cup on Jan. 7, the first tennis 
match ever held at Barclays 
Center.
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7-Month CD

1.10%
$5,000 minimum deposit
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Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.

By Laura Meltzer
for Brooklyn Paper

T
hey’ll be singing over 
her dead body!

A gruesome opera in-
spired by 17th and 18th-cen-
tury medical textbooks will 
make its bloody Brooklyn de-
but this weekend. The show 
“Anatomy Theater,” opening 
at Bric Arts Media on Jan. 7 
as part of the city-wide Proto-
type Festival, follows Victo-
rian murderess Sarah Osborn, 
who killed her husband and 
two children, from her trial to 
her public dissection, giving 
a voice to Osborn, her execu-
tioner, and to the man who 
literally took her apart.

The creators of the opera, 
Pulitzer-winning composer 
David Lang and conceptual 
artist Mark Dion, drew on 

variety of historic texts, in-
cluding the confessions of 
prisoners on death row, bi-
ographies of anatomists, and 
old biology studies.

“Once we got all the 
texts for the viewpoints to-
gether it felt very natural 
to make these competing 
viewpoints come out of the 
mouths of characters,” ex-
plained Lang.

While researching, the 
pair discovered that the 
public dissections during 
the Age of Enlightenment 
were not necessarily done for 
scientific research. Instead, 
the examinations were done 
in public, where a lecturer 
could make an example of 
these deceased criminals — 
pointing out any physical ir-
regularity as proof of their 
moral depravity.

“These criminals were 
poor, they were outcast, they 
were uneducated, they were 
powerless,” said Lang. “It was 
comforting to think that evil 
was innate in them, that you 
could prove their inferiority 
physically, and that their infe-
riority was immutable.”

Staging a show derived 
from medical texts came 
with a set of challenges as 
complicated as the human 
circulatory system. Lang is 
no stranger to unusual stag-
ing — his last Brooklyn pro-
duction  “the loser,”  featured a 
singer suspended in an empty 
theater — but he and Dion 
struggled with how much 
gore to feature in the pro-
duction. Should the blood be 
shown literally, or symboli-
cally? Ultimately, said Lang, 
they decided to do both.

“It is both pretty bloody 
and pretty metaphoric, all at 
the same time,” said Lang.

Though the show is based 
off of archaic texts, the op-
era’s theme of fear is still rel-
evant, said Lang, because the 
emotion motivates so many 
current troubles.

“Fear can make people 
believe many strange things: 
stop-and-frisk, internment 
camps, religious registries, 
loyalty oaths, mass incarcera-
tion. These are all ideas that our 
18th-century audience would 
have recognized,” he said.

“Anatomy Theater” at 
Bric Arts Media [647 Fulton 
St. at Rockwell Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 683–5600, 
www.bricartsmedia.org]. 
Jan. 7–14 at 8 pm. $30.

Murder 
ballads
‘Anatomy Theater’ 
sings of dissection

SUN, JAN. 8
MUSIC, THELONIOUS MONK 

100TH BIRTHDAY IM-
PROV SHOW: A combina-
tion of solo, duo, trio, and 
other performances of 
the complete 1965 album, 
“Solo Monk.” $25 ($20 in 
advance). 8 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

FIRST SUNDAYS: A series of 
pop-up programs inspired 
by water, in honor of the 
opening of the Shelby 
White and Leon Levy Water 
Garden. Children have fun 
with arts and crafts, listen-
ing to a story and taking 
a nature walk. Free with 
Garden admission. 10 am to 
2 pm. Brooklyn Botanic Gar-
den [1000 Washington Ave., 
at Eastern Parkway in Crown 
Heights, (718) 623–7220], 
www.bbg.org. 

MON, JAN. 9
COMEDY, SIDE PONYTAIL 

COMEDY: The comedy 
show is back at a new home! 
With Anthony DeVito, Joel 
Kim Booster, Saurin Choksi, 
and Kerry Codett. Free. 7 
pm. Friends and Lovers (641 
Classon Ave. between Dean 
and Pacifi c streets in Crown 
Heights), www.fnlbk.com. 

TALK, “ASK ME ANOTHER”: 
A rambunctious hour that 
blends brainteasers and 
local pub trivia night with 
comedy and music. Hosted 
by Ophira Eisenberg. $25 
($20 in advance). 7:30 pm. 
Bell House [149 Seventh St. 
at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus, (718) 643–6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

TUES, JAN. 10
DRUM WORKSHOP WITH 

BROOKLYN UNITED 
MARCHING BAND: Come 
and visit after school for a 
drumming workshop with 
the Brooklyn United March-
ing Band and let the music 

fl ow. Free with $11 museum 
admission. 4 pm. Brooklyn 
Children’s Museum [145 
Brooklyn Ave. at St. Marks 
Avenue in Crown Heights, 
(718) 735–4400], www.
brooklynkids.org. 

TALK, SECRET SCIENCE 
CLUB: Scientists and co-
medians present a night of 
discussion on canine cogni-
tion. Free. 8 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

WED, JAN. 11
READING, CATHERINE 

LACEY AND FORSYTH 
HARMON: The vibrantly il-
lustrated “The Art of the Af-
fair” traces the chain of en-
tanglements (romantic and 
otherwise) between some 
of our best-loved writers 
and artists of the 20th cen-
tury — fascinating, scandal-
ous, and surprising. Free. 7 
pm. PowerHouse Arena [28 
Adams St. at Water Street 
in Dumbo, (718) 666–3049], 
www.powerhousearena.
com. 

THEATER, “PORTO”: The 
world premiere of Kate 
Benson’s play about a 
neighborhood bar in a gen-
trifying outpost of a major 
American City. $20. 8 pm. 
Bushwick Starr (207 Starr St. 
between Irving and Wykoff 
avenues in Bushwick), www.
thebushwickstarr.org. 

TALK, DRUNK TED TALKS: 
This week’s topic: putting 
the past away. $5. 8 pm. 
Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

MUSIC, FACELESSNESS 
PLAYS “UNLIKELIHOODS”: 
$20 ($15 in advance). 8 pm. 
Roulette [509 Atlantic Ave. 
at Third Avenue in Boerum 
Hill, (917) 267–0363], www.
roulette.org. 

COMEDY, DEVOUR HOUR 
COMEDY!: A free monthly 
comedy show in Brooklyn 
featuring Brantley Brice, 
Sam Taggart, Kerry Cod-
dett, and free dumplings! 
Free. 8 pm. Hank’s Saloon 
[46 Third Ave. at Atlantic 
Avenue in Boerum Hill, (718) 
625–8003], www.exitfi ve.

com/hankssaloon. 
COMEDY, COMEDIANS 

YOU SHOULD KNOW: A 
comedy night featuring 
Roy Wood Jr., Liza Treyger, 
Christina Galston, and 
more. Hosted by Saurin 
Choksi. $5. 9 pm. The Gut-
ter [200 N. 14th St. between 
Berry Street and Wythe Av-
enue in Williamsburg, (718) 
387–3585], www.thegutter-
brooklyn.com. 

THURS, JAN. 12
READING, JAMES HAMBLIN: 

The senior health editor 
for The Atlantic presents 
“If Our Bodies Could Talk.” 
Free. 7–9 pm. PowerHouse 
Arena [28 Adams St. at 
Water Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 666–3049], www.pow-
erhousearena.com. 

THEATER, “PORTO”: 8 pm. 
See Wednesday, Jan. 11. 

TALK, MORTIFIED: Mortifi ed 
is a comic excavation of 
teen angst artifacts (jour-
nals, letters, poems, lyrics, 
home movies, stories and 
more) as shared by their 

original authors before 
total strangers. $10. 8 pm. 
Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

COMEDY, STANDARD TIME 
COMEDY SHOW: A com-
edy talk show hosted by 
Gideon Hambright and 
Nasser Khan, with guests 
Anders Lee, Hannah 
Cowger, Jim Search, and 
a special guest interview 
with Luke Mones. Free. 8 
pm. Pacifi c Standard [82 
Fourth Ave. between Ber-
gen Street and Wyckoff 
Place in Boerum Hill, (718) 
858–1951]. 

FILM, “UNINSPIRED” SEA-
SON TWO LAUNCH 
PARTY: The comedy web 
series about a millennial 
struggling with life in New 
York City has a launch party 
and screening. Free. 7 pm. 
Videology [308 Bedford 
Ave. at S. First Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 782–3468], 
www.videology.info. 

FRI, JAN. 13
MUSIC, “FUNERAL DOOM 

SPIRITUAL”: M. Lamar, 
from “Orange is the New 
Black” performs a musical 
exploration set a century 
into the future, exploring 
the apocalyptic imagery 
found in Negro Spirituals. 
$30. 7 pm and 10 pm. Na-
tional Sawdust [80 N. Sixth 
St. at Wythe Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (646) 779–8455], 
www.nationalsawdust.org.

32ND ANNUAL GOLDEN 
FESTIVAL: A two-day fes-
tival of Balkan music and 
dance, with four simultane-
ous music stages. $30–$80. 
7:30 pm. Grand Prospect 
Hall (263 Prospect Ave. 
between Fifth and Sixth av-
enues in Park Slope), www.
goldenfest.org. 

DANCE, “DANCIFY THAT!”: 
Dancers compete to create 
new moves inspired by viral 
videos in the fun live game 
show. $18. 7:45 pm. Brook-
lyn Arts Exchange [421 Fifth 
Ave. at Eighth Street in Park 
Slope, (917) 873–3333], dan-
cifythat.com. 

MUSIC, HEALING SONGS 
FROM THE TONE WORLD: 
A night of vocal music by 
bassist, improviser, and 
composer William Parker. 
$20. 8 pm. Roulette [509 At-
lantic Ave. at Third Avenue 
in Boerum Hill, (917) 267–
0363], www.roulette.org. 

MUSIC, SOUL SCIENCE LAB: 
The Brooklyn hip-hop and 
funk duo launch their album 
“Plan for Paradise” with a 
two-night performance. 
Free. 9 pm. BAM Cafe (30 
Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene), 
www.bam.org/programs/
bamcafe-live.

SAT, JAN. 14
MUSIC, THE YALE SPIZZ-

WINKS: America’s oldest 
underclassman a cappella 
group sings original ar-
rangements of pop songs 
and jazz standards. $15 ($10 
students). 7 pm. Assump-
tion of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary Church [55 Cranberry 
St. between Hicks and 
Henry streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (517) 775–8155], 
www.spizzwinks.com. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 6

The soul solution: Brooklyn duo Soul Science Lab 
will take listeners on a funky musical tour to the Afro-
future during two nights at BAMCafe on Jan. 13–14.
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Trust him, he’s a doctor: A dissectionist explains through song how the bones 
of a murderer reflect his evil character.
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Street Downtown, www.kumblethe-
ater.org]. Feb. 25 at 8 pm. $35.

Georgia O’Keeffe
The Brooklyn Museum salutes the 

mother of American modernism — 
whose first-ever exhibit was at the 
museum in 1927 — with an exhibit 
of not only her paintings, but also 
items of her clothing and photos of 
her homes by artists including Alfred 

Stieglitz, Ansel Adams, Annie Lei-
bovitz, and Andy Warhol.

Brooklyn Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington Avenue in Pros-
pect Heights, (718) 638–5000, www.
brooklynmuseum.org]. March 3–July 
23. $16 suggested admission.

Green Day, Against Me!
Middle-aged punk band Green 

Day sings songs about teen angst, 
supported by the edgier, younger 
Against Me!

Barclays Center [620 Atlantic 
Ave. at Flatbush Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (917) 618–6100, www.bar-

clayscenter.com]. March 15 at 8 pm. 
$45–$65.

Kneehigh Theatre
The British theater company behind 

“946: The Amazing Story of Adolphus 
Tips” uses music, puppetry, and dance 
to tell the true story of the ill-fated 
rehearsal of the Normandy invasion 
that the Allies staged on the shores 
of a sleepy English seaside town dur-
ing World War II. The real event may 
have ended badly, but this will be a 
rollicking kid-friendly show.

St. Ann’s Warehouse [45 Water St. 
at Old Dock Street in Dumbo, (718) 

834–8794, www.stannswarehouse.
org]. March 16–April 9 at various 
times. $36–$71.

Coffee and Tea Festival 
Get buzzed on coffee and tea from 

more than 60 vendors at this annual 
carnival of caffeinated beverages. 
Don’t miss the Latte Art Throwdown, 
where baristas compete to pour the 
best fancy milk foam.

Brooklyn Expo Center (72 Noble 
St. at Franklin Street in Greenpoint, 
www.coffeeandteafestival.com/nyc). 
March 18, 10 am–5 pm and March 
19, 10 am–4 pm. $15–$35.

WINTER...
Continued from page 5
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IN PRINT
Pick up Brooklyn Paper every 
Friday across Greenpoint, 
Williamsburg, Bushwick, Downtown, 
and Brownstone Brooklyn. Each 
paper delivers news, arts, sports, 
and parenting in one package. 

ON YOUR COMPUTER, 
PHONE, OR TABLET
No one else covers Brooklyn like 
BrooklynPaper.com. The site is 
updated throughout the day, 
offering the latest local coverage 
with more depth than any other 
web publication.

IN YOUR INBOX, 
NEWSFEED, OR TIMELINE
Brooklyn Paper will come to you, too.
Follow us on Twitter at @Brooklyn_
Paper, like us on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/BrooklynPaper, and 
sign up for our e-mail news letter at 
BrooklynPaper.com/about/alerts.

THREE WAYS TO LOVE

BROOKLYN PAPER and BrooklynPaper.com
Your go-to source for a daily dose of Brooklyn!

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

What could possibly go 
wrong?

Flatbush Avenue tattoo par-
lor Forever Ink has opened an 
adjoining bar, which the own-
ers say is a way to cash in on 
customers’ desire to grab a 
shot of liquid courage before 
they go under the needle.

“They come and are all ner-
vous and they always ask for 
a liquor store to get a shot 
to calm themselves, so we 
thought it would be a good 
idea for them to have one 
here,” said Ricardo Rivera, 
who owns the ink store and 
bar with brother Roberto.

The brothers-in-ink opened 
the doors of the Forever Ink 
Bar at Duryea Place around 
the end of November, filling 
the new watering hole with 
tattoo paraphernalia and art 
that gives patrons a preview 
of what awaits around the cor-

ner at their parlor, according 
to Roberto Rivera. 

“The idea is if they like 
the artwork they see at the 
bar, they can purchase it,” 
he said.

The bar also sports a tattoo-
themed drinks menu, which 
includes one called “Yes it F--
---- Hurts”, and a girly drink 
dubbed the “Tramp Stamp” — 
a combination of Pinot Grigio, 
lemon juice, Cointreau, and 
apricot liqueur that the own-
ers say the ladies love. 

“It’s a fruity drink, but 
the girls love it and they 
love the name,” Ricardo Ri-
vera said. 

The brothers insist their bar 
is no scheme to sell tattoos to 
drunken bros, and that they 
will turn away anyone that 
they feel is too wasted.

The pair say they learned 
their lesson when they in-
vested in the Tattoo Shot 
Lounge in Coney Island, 

INK UP!
Flatbush Avenue tattoo 
parlor opens adjoining bar

The new tattoo-themed watering hole Forever Ink Bar is located beside the 
Forever Ink tattoo parlor, giving patrons a place to relax before they go under 
the needle.
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which shared an entrance to 
one of their old tattoo parlors. 
All that bought them was a 
studio filled with drunks, who 
made working next to impos-
sible, Ricardo Rivera said.

“You can’t work when your 
customer has 10 friends rooting 
for him at the counter,” he said. 
“You couldn’t concentrate. It 

was uncomfortable.”
As it is, the bar’s 5 pm 

opening coupled with the 
tattoo parlor’s 7 pm closing 
time means prospective cus-
tomers only have a maximum 
of two hours to drink up be-
fore they get inked, which is 
how the brothers like it.

“We’re serious about the 

tattooing part. We’ll give them 
a shot or two, but that’s it,” 
Ricardo Rivera said. “It’s not 
about getting drunk, it’s about 
relaxing.”

Forever Ink Bar [1051 
Flatbush Ave. between 
Duryea Place and Beverly 
Road in Ditmas Park, (718) 
284–4029].

By Caroline Spivack
Brooklyn Paper

Hundreds of Sunset Park 
hotel rooms where the city 
is temporarily housing the 
homeless could become 
permanent shelters for up to 
nine years under a new pro-
posal.

The Department of Home-
less Services is asking social-
service groups for bids to run 
full-service shelters out of the 
hotels where the city has been 
putting up the indigent on a 
month-by-month basis — 
 many of which are in Sun-
set Park .

The plan will increase 
oversight on the cost of hous-
ing the needy — which has 
 skyrocketed this year , accord-
ing to a report from Comp-
troller Stringer — and of pro-

Shelters may be not-so temporary
S’Park’s homeless hotels may become permanent under new DeB plan

grams that help homeless find 
affordable housing and job-
training, officials said.

But the proposal also con-

tradicts  Mayor DeBlasio’s 
February pledge to  “use ho-
tels less and less and even-
tually stop using  hotels al-

together” when lodging the 
neediest New Yorkers.

The Department of Home-
less Services hopes to find 
homeless-service groups to 
take responsibility for up 
to 3,900 rooms citywide on 
contracts ranging from three 
to nine years, according to 
a press release the agency qui-
etly issued three days before 
Christmas.

The administration is 
standing by that claim, even 
though booking 3,900 rooms 
would be a new high-water 
mark — the city’s hotel-home-
less population topped out at 
just under 2,500 in October, 
meaning the city could actu-
ally increase its reliance on 
hotels by as many as 1,400 
rooms.

Department of Homeless 

Services officials acknowl-
edged the contradiction but 
said they have little choice.

“There isn’t an immedi-
ate way to stop using hotels,” 
an agency spokeswoman 
said. “This is an interim so-
lution until shelters can be 
opened.”

Sunset Park is saturated 
with itinerant inns with  at 
least five in a 17-block ra-
dius  spanning 22nd to 39th 
streets between Second and 
Fifth avenues. And  there are 
six more hotels under con-
struction  that skeptical locals 
 believe are destine to house 
the homeless  that could be 
contracted into long-term ser-
vice for the city.

Officials would not say 
when the new plan would 
go into effect.

Ten out of 71 rooms at this Sleep Inn on 22nd Street 
between Third and Fourth avenues house homeless.
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By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Last year,  some of Brook-
lyn’s movers and shak-
ers made promises to bet-
ter themselves . Sure, some 
were just thinly veiled hum-
ble-brags, and most were ill-
conceived at best, but here at 
the Brooklyn Paper, we be-
lieve in a little thing called 
accountability. So we “cir-
cled back” to these local ti-
tans to find out if they de-
livered on the pledges they 
made before god and Mother 
Brooklyn herself. 

Alan Maisel
Councilman (D–Marine Park)

Last year’s resolution: 
To resolve numerous long-
standing quality-of-life is-
sues affecting Southern 
Brooklynites before dy-
ing.

The follow through: 
There’s still work to do, 
but he’s not dead yet.

“I accomplished a lot, but 
not everything,” Maisel said. 
“I want to solve the prob-
lem of dollar vans. I would 
like to resolve the issue of 
homelessness. There are a 
lot of things I’d like to get 
done, but I’m still alive and 
kicking.”

This year’s resolution: 
To stop making New Year’s 
resolutions.

“My resolution is not to 
make any resolutions,” said 
Maisel. “That’s the one reso-
lution I know I can keep.” 

Dick Zigun
Self-proclaimed Mayor, 
Coney Island

Last year’s resolution: 
To bring the long-abandoned, 
landmarked Shore Theater 
back from the brink.

The follow through: This 
one’s 50-50. New owners Pye 
Properties shelled out $20 
million to purchase the der-
elict playhouse and plan to 
return it to its former glory, 
but they haven’t made any 
moves, and the iconic theater 
remains in a sorry state.

“I hope they will take it 
upon themselves to bring it 

back,” Zigun said.
This year’s resolution: 

To raise awareness for the 
landmarked Coney Island 
USA building, which Zi-
gun owns and operates.

“The outside is still a bit of 
a wreck,” Zigun said. “If we 
bring attention to it, I think 
people would be surprised if 
we restored it just how beau-
tiful and worthy it is of the 
designation.” 

Craig Hammerman
District Manager, 
Community Board 6

Last year’s resolution: 
To update what was already 
undeniably one of the best 
community board websites 
in Brooklyn, if not the uni-
verse.

The follow through: 
Community Board 6’s 
website has been updated, 
although the district man-
ager said there is undoubt-
edly room to improve what 
remains the finest commu-
nity board website known to 
civil servants and local news 
reporters everywhere.

“Yes, we did achieve 
changing over our website, 
though we are still in the pro-
cess of making further re-
finements and improvements 
to it,” Hammerman said. 

This year’s resolution: 
To ensure meetings of Com-
munity Board 6 are broad-
cast live. 

“This year we will be 
looking to push further on 
the notion that CB meetings 
ought to be taped and broad-
cast live, the way all other 
government bodies’ meet-
ings are, and to see whether 
we can attract the support 
and resources to make our 
meetings accessible to a 
broader swath of the pub-
lic,” said Hammerman.

Eric McClure
Co-chair, Community Board 
6 Transportation Committee

Last year’s resolution: 
To clear the more-than 19,000 
unread e-mails languishing 
in his inbox.

The follow through: Ab-

ject failure. McClure’s inbox 
as of Tuesday contained 
25,625 unread e-mails. 

This year’s resolution: 
To engage in a more active 
lifestyle in response to a re-
cent medical scare he blamed 
on long bouts of sedentary 
web browsing. So you’re not 
worried, McClure’s currently 
taking medication for the 
condition, and he expects 
to make a full recovery.

“My resolution this year 
is to put the active back in 
community activist,” Mc-
Clure said.

Justin Brannan
Founder, Bay Ridge 
Democrats

Last year’s resolution: 
To lose weight by bribing lo-
cals to prevent him from eat-
ing bagels with the promise 
of free coffee.

The follow through: 
Brannan lost a whopping 
30 pounds, but he wasn’t 
caught eating any bagels, 
so nobody got coffee.

This year’s resolution: 
To restore New Yorkers’ shat-
tered faith in government.

“My resolution for 2017 
is to work as hard as I can 
to restore people’s faith in 
what government can do for 
them and their families,” said 
Brannan.

Eric Adams
Borough President

Last year’s resolution: 
To ensure a major Brook-
lyn sports franchise wins a 
championship — even if it 
means becoming a profes-
sional athlete himself.

The follow through: Fail-
ure on both counts. 

This year’s resolution: 
To leverage his own experi-
ence overcoming diabetes to 
keep Brooklyn fit.

“I hope to use the story 
of how I reversed my Type 
2 diabetes as an inspira-
tional force for motivat-
ing fellow Brooklynites to 
make lifestyle choices that 
lead to healthier futures,” the 
Beep said.

Bklyn makes and 
keeps resolutions
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O
h to be a scientist 50 or 
60 years ago, warning 
people about the stuff 

they really needed to know: 
Stop smoking! Don’t take tha-
lidomide if you’re pregnant! 
For God’s sake, ditch the Cor-
vair unless you want to get im-
paled on your gear shift! 

Your findings would make 
headlines and the people read-
ing about them would end up 
safer and healthier. Score. 

But today, the safest time 
in human history, a time in 
which Americans are living 
a full six years longer than 
even in 1990, you can’t turn 
on your media device with-
out hearing about another new 
thing you supposedly must 
stop doing, eating, touch-
ing, breathing immediately 
— or else. Coffee! Lack of 
coffee! Plastic bottles, cell-
phones, genetically modified 
organisms. Non-organic can-
taloupe! My gosh, the Envi-
ronmental Working Group 
can’t stop warning us about 
lipstick: “Millions of women 
get a little bit of toxic lead on 
their lips each day with ev-

ery swipe of their lipstick,” 
reads a press release. 

Okay, that sounds scary, 
but are they dropping dead? 
See earlier paragraph: We are 
living longer than ever today, 
and that doesn’t seem to be 
because women have stopped 
wearing lipstick.

It is precisely that discon-
nect that drove Dr. Geoffrey 
Kabat to write his new book, 
“Getting Risk Right: Under-
standing the Science of Elu-
sive Health Risks.” Kabat is 
a cancer epidemiologist at 
the Albert Einstein College 
of Medicine in the Bronx. 
He has published 140 scien-
tific papers on the factors that 
play a role in causing cancer 
and other diseases. And he is 
sick of watching the rest of 
us wake up and get warned 
that if we do X (it’s always 
changing), we will regret it 
till the day we die.

Which will be next Thurs-
day.

“You need to make distinc-
tions,” the doctor told me in a 
phone interview. There’s a dif-
ference between large-scale, 

long term, replicated studies, 
and the fly-by-night “break-
throughs” that the media loves 
to report on.

Kabat is quick to remind us 
of the big, proven health risks 
we can actually get a handle 
on: Don’t overdrink. Quit 
smoking. Lose weight and get 
some exercise. Go for effec-
tive screenings, have your kids 
vaccinated, and if somehow 
you can avoid poverty and de-
pression, more power to you: 
those are real risks too.

And yet, that “boring” 
list takes a back seat to the 
danger du jour: Drinking 
hot tea, or using nail polish. 
What gives?

“There is a crisis in the field 
of biomedicine,” he writes, 

the crisis of “hyper-compet-
itiveness.”

We civilians tend to think 
of researchers sitting in their 
labs, conducting experiments 
with only humanity’s welfare 
in mind. But the truth is, scien-
tists also have to make a living. 
That means, “they may feel 
the need to overstate the im-
portance of their work in order 
to attract attention and obtain 
funding,” Kabat writes. And 
increasingly, they are publish-
ing results that cannot be repli-
cated, either because the stud-
ies they did were too small to 
really measure a phenomenon, 
or were simply shoddy. 

What’s more, there is a herd 
mentality in science as in any 
field. So if some research area 

becomes a hot topic, many sci-
entists will pile on, in part be-
cause that is where the money 
is, and in part because if your 
findings go against the grain, 
you will be on the outs. Re-
member all the research in 
the ’90s showing that a low-
fat diet is good for you?

But it’s not, if you substi-
tute sugar for fat, as many 
food companies proceeded 
to do. 

“The large-scale and dra-
matic change — sometimes 
referred to as the ‘Snack-
Well phenomenon’ — has 
been credited with making 
a substantial contribution to 
increasing rates of obesity,” 
says Kabat.

Another problem plaguing 
modern science — or those 
of us trying to make sense of 
it — is the fact that with ever 
more sensitive instruments, 
scientists can measure ever 
smaller stuff. So when, for 
instance, we hear that there 
are trace elements of a toxin 
in our blood, we tend to think, 
‘Yikes!” Not, “I wonder how 
important one drop in a tril-

lion is?” (Answer: It isn’t. It’s 
like one drop of poison in 20 
Olympic pools).

The result of a flood of 
studies, shoddy research, 
scientific groupthink and the 
media’s mania for scaring us 
means that “a high percentage 
of [Americans] worry about 
risks for which there is little 
persuasive support,” writes 
Kabat. “The latter include 
pesticide residues on pro-
duce, food additives, genet-
ically modified foods, stress, 
and hormones in beef.”

Holy modified mangoes! 
Those aren’t about to kill 
us?

See above again: Longest 
lifespans in history.

So how can we know what 
headlines to trust and which 
to ignore? Here is Kabat’s rule 
of thumb, one that I am going 
to adopt: “The more dramatic 
the result, the less likely it is 
to be true.”

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker, author of the 
book and blog Free-Range 
Kids, and a contributor at 
Reason.com.

Why researchers scare the bejesus out of us!

By Lenore Skenazy

By Caroline Spivack
Brooklyn Paper

Call it my big splash!
I was among the horde of 

some 2,500 Brooklynites who 
charged into the frigid Atlan-
tic Ocean for the more-than 
100-year-old Brooklyn tradi-
tion of the Coney Island Po-
lar Bear Club’s New Year’s 
Day plunge. 

I had heard horror sto-
ries from fellow polar bears 
of years where the mercury 
dipped well below freezing, 
but the day’s unseasonably 
balmy high of 53 degrees 
quelled my fears of contract-
ing hypothermia.

The Boardwalk was bus-
tling with activity and a con-
tagious excitement hours be-
fore the plunge.

Swimmers worked up their 
nerves with flutes of booze 

at the Place to Beach, turned 
swaths of the Boardwalk into 
a impromptu dance floors as 
disco hits pulsed over the 
speakers, and costumed revel-
ers packed the People’s Play-
ground — King Neptune and 
Baby New Year were there, 
and Elvis Presley even rose 
from the dead to partake in 
the festivities (or maybe it was 
just a killer look-alike). 

I suddenly felt under-
dressed in my 1920s-esque 
swimwear and old sneakers. 

As the 1 pm kick-off ap-
proached, organizers cor-
ralled us into the beach’s 
makeshift runway. Polar Bear 
Club pros sectioned us off 
into waves so we wouldn’t 
pummel each other to death 
in a chaotic free-for-all to the 
shore. Swimmers puffed their 
chests and mustered up as 

much courage as they could 
with battle chants of “USA” 
and “Polar Plunge.”

My group broke out into the 
sweet, nostalgic tune of “Auld 
Lang Syne” as we watched 
the wave before us descend 
into the briny deep. 

And then the long-awaited 
moment came.

I have to imagine few 
things bond Brooklynites 
like charging full-speed into 
39-degree water, and while I 
may not have developed last-
ing friendships, a brief and 
intense bond with the Zebra-
suit-clad man and the lobster-
hat-wearing woman beside 
me formed as we clasped 
hands and barreled into the 
Atlantic. 

I expected a slap of icy 
water to make me instantly 
regret my decision, but the 

Immersive reporting
Our journo takes the ‘Plunge’ in Coney

chill was a welcome refresh-
ment as I submerged myself 
into the sea. That refreshment 
was short-lived, however, and 
it wasn’t long before my in-
stincts were screaming for me 
to get the hell out of there. 

And as I emerged, I trium-
phantly waded out and into an-

other sea — of photographers 
— before burrowing into tow-
els that my less-daring friends 
had ready and waiting.

My pals chickened out this 
go-round, but I think my ear-
to-ear grin has them consid-
ering partaking in next year’s 
plunge. 

Our reporter Caroline Spivack was among the 2,500 
who braved the icy waters at Coney Island beach for 
the Polar Bear Club’s New Year’s Day plunge.
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By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

Welcome to Brooklyn!
The borough’s first new-

born of the new year, Alayna 
Baloch, came screaming into 
the world at Coney Island Hos-
pital at 1:38 am weighing 7 
pounds, 4 ounces, according 
to the city-run hospital. Par-
ents Nasma Baloch and Mo-
hammed Haris are very happy, 
said the mother of three. 

“My family, my husband, 
all very happy,” the proud 
mom said.

And just about an hour 
later at 2:51 am, baby Jacob 
Colmar-Espinosa was in his 
parent’s arms at Methodist 
Hospital in Park Slope. Ja-
cob weighed 5 pounds, 7.5 
ounces, according to the hos-

2017, 
baby!

N
YC

 H
ea

lt
h 

an
d

 H
o

sp
it

al
s

Alayna Baloch, seen here with mom Nasma,  was 
the first baby born in Brooklyn for 2017.
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pital. Jacob is Queens couple 
Diana Espinosa and Phillip 
Colmar’s first child, and they 
couldn’t be happier. 

“We are so thrilled to wel-
come Jacob into the world,” 
said the first-time mom.

Her husband noted the 
benefits of having such a 
festive birthday.

“He’ll have an amazing 
party every year, and we 
won’t even have to pay for 
it,” he said.
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