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Your World  — Your News

according to spokesman Pat-
rick Ryan.

CB6’s letter to the governor 
requested a study to determine 

the effect of a two-way toll, but 
until then, the change will be a 

tough sell to Staten Island voters, 
according to Ryan.
“I think that with any constituency 

when you propose changing something 
that’s been in effect 30 years, all these 
theories come up that it’s going to be 
worse because of X-Y-Z,” Ryan said. 
“But if you can say ‘We’re going to 
get X amount of revenue we can use 
for this project,’ that makes it easier 
to discuss.”

Rep. and  Trumpbuster  Jerry Nadler 
(D–Gowanus), meanwhile, has been a 
longtime supporter of the two-way toll, 
but came under fire from constituents 
after he failed to bring back the two-
way toll when the House and Senate 
were controlled by Democrats during 
the early years of Obama’s first term, 
according to one activist.

“The Dems had a veto-proof Con-
gress and Nadler failed to do what he 
had promised his constituents,” said Carl 
Rosenstein, a Manhattanite who cre-

PAGE 2: CONEY ISLAND’S MAYOR ZIGUN SAYS IT’S TIME TO SECEDE

By Caroline Spivack
Brooklyn Paper

Talk about bodega heroes!
Yemeni deli workers protesting Pres-

ident Trump’s “Muslim ban” went on 
strike on Feb. 2 and flooded Borough 
Hall Plaza, carrying flags from Iraq, Iran, 
Libya, Somalia, Sudan, Syria, Yemen 
— and plenty of Old Glory. They were 
showing their dedication to the American 
dream, said one business owner.

“We are here to stay. We are the fab-
ric of our communities, our city, and our 
country. People depend on us and our 
businesses, and we deserve to be here, 
our families deserve to come here, and 
we deserve respect,” said Ahmed Ab-
boud, who closed his Bay Ridge bodega 
earlier in the day and came down with 
his brothers and staff.

President Trump’s order suspends all 
refugee admissions for 120 days and 
blocks citizens of the seven countries 
from entering the U.S. for 90 days, ex-
cept legal permanent residents.

Demonstrators packed in hours be-
fore the 5 pm kick-off, chanting “No 

Closed borders, bodegas
Yemeni store workers protest Trump’s ‘Muslim ban’

Striking bodega owners outside Borough Hall on Feb. 2, rallying in solidarity with fellow Muslims barred 
from entering the U.S. by President Trump.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
St

ef
an

o 
G

io
va

nn
in

i

“We are all Muslim today,” said Bor-
ough President Adams. “You have the 
right to your American dream. And to 
be part of what America stands for. And 
this sends a loud and clear message.” 

Many at the rally said they have been 
in the U.S. for decades. But some were 
newer arrivals who came a few years 
ago fleeing political instability — only 
to jump out of one frying pan and into 
another.

The section of Bay Ridge jokingly 
called “Bay Root” for its sizable Mid-
dle Eastern community was a ghost town 
Thursday afternoon. More than a dozen 
Fifth Avenues businesses went dark for 
the rally.

Taking a hit at the cash register was 
worth it to make a statement, one store 
owner said.

“I don’t even care that this is cost-
ing me,” said Hussein Bahar who co-
owns a bodega with his brother in Sun-
set Park. “This is too important not to. 
How can I stay at home and not come 
out and defend myself? The people need 
to know we are upset.”

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

They want to build a wall — and 
make New Jersey pay for it!

The Feds must once again charge 
Brooklyn-bound drivers traversing the 
Verrazano-Narrows Bridge its  famously 
exorbitant toll  when a cashless collection 
system is put in place this summer — if 
only to ensure New Jersey commuters 
stay off Brooklyn streets, a Park Slope 
panel demanded this week.

Community Board 6’s district man-
ager says that Jerseyites have for too long 
been clogging up Brooklyn highways 
and byways while en route to Manhat-
tan, spewing exhaust and littering the 
streets thanks to a two-decade 
old law that allowed them 
free passage into the bor-
ough via the city’s lon-
gest span.

“What is left 
now is an eco-
nom ic -bia sed 
travel decision 
which favors 
the ‘free’ flow 
of traffic from 
Staten Island to 
Brooklyn which 
passes through 
our district es-
pecially during 
the morning rush 
hour,” wrote Com-
munity Board 6 dis-
trict manager Craig 
Hammerman in a letter to 
Gov. Cuomo. “Our highways 
are regularly congested.”

The current one-way toll for Staten 
Island–bound traffic dates back to 1986, 
when Islanders, claiming idling cars 
waiting to pay the Brooklyn-bound toll 
were causing too much pollution, con-
vinced Congress to pass a law demand-
ing the once-two-way toll be collected 
only when vehicles came to the Rock. 
That gave New Jersey drivers the abil-
ity to leap-frog into Manhattan through 
Staten Island and Brooklyn for free, by-
passing the Verrazano toll by circling 
to the Holland tunnel when they head 
home to  Monmouth County .

But this summer, the Verrazano is 
getting a cashless toll system — where 
cameras record license plates as driv-
ers zoom by — making concerns about 
booth-induced smog a thing of the past, 

TAKING A TOLL
Brooklynites demand two-way fee on Verrazano

and creating an opportunity to start hit-
ting Jersey drivers where it hurts, Ham-
merman argues. 

It is a change people down in Bay 
Ridge have been demanding for years, 
according to local leaders.

“CB10 has consistently in the past 
few years voted in support of restoring 
two-way tolls,” said Community Board 
10 district manager Josephine Beck-
mann. “We have backups at every sin-
gle exit ramp in the morning.”

But Rep. Dan Donovan (R–Bay 
Ridge), who also represents all of Staten 
Island, vowed to oppose any measure 
to restore the two-way toll until he’s 
seen data proving that the change would 
decrease traffic and increase revenue, 

THE JERSEY SHUFFLE: A driver 
commuting from Elizabeth, 

New Jersey, to Downtown 
Manhattan can get to work 
and back — and pay just 
one toll thanks to the one-
way toll on the Verrazano 
Bridge.
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Many signs bore unifying mes-
sages as Old Glory mingled with 
the banned nations’ banners.
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ban, no wall, NYC for all” and “We 
stand together.” The rally began with 
an Islamic prayer followed by remarks 
from a slew of local pols and commu-
nity activists urging solidarity. See TOLL  on page 10

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

It’s a grave situation!
The human remains inside the 

Prison Ship Martyrs Monument 
in Fort Greene Park might be 
the iconic structure’s only shot 
at becoming a national monu-
ment, according to federal of-
ficials.

The 109-year-old memorial 
— which commemorates the 
thousands who died in British 
prison ships in New York Harbor 
during the Revolutionary War, 
and still contains some of their 
bones — was already evaluated 
as a national historic landmark 
30 years ago, but came up short 
because nothing very important 
happened there, National Parks 
Service reps told locals at a meet-
ing on Tuesday. 

But, they added, they do 
sometimes make exceptions 
for sites that contain dead peo-
ple if they’re particularly good-
looking graves. 

“There are cemeteries and 
grave sites that have met the 
criteria, but they’re exceptions 
and they have to be outstanding 
examples of what in this case 
might be the architectural com-
ponents of the site,” said Na-
tional Parks Service planner 
Amanda Jones.

The service is nevertheless do-
ing a new study on the memori-
al’s eligibility as a national mon-
ument because Congress ordered 

one  at the behest of Rep. Hakeem 
Jeffries (D–Clinton Hill) , and the 
spokespeople held the meeting 
on Tuesday to let locals know 
what it would entail. 

A worthy monument must 
meet four criteria — national 
significance, suitability, feasi-
bility, and a need for National 
Parks Service management, 
they said. 

So the fact that federal offi-
cials have already decided that 
the towering tribute at the cen-
ter of Fort Greene Park is not 
significant doesn’t bode well — 
although the previous landmark 
review only took a quick look at 
the memorial, while this one will 
delve deeper, Jones said. 

“When it was looked at be-
fore, it wasn’t a formal survey,” 
she said. 

Meeting attendees balked 
at the idea that the memorial 
might not be considered wor-
thy, with one history buff point-
ing out that its crypt was de-
signed by renowned landscape 
architects Frederick Law Olm-
stead and Calvert Vaux of Pros-
pect Park fame, while the rest 
was the work of famed Beaux-
Arts architect Stanford White, 
who also designed the Wash-
ington Square arch.

“It is probably the one place 
you’d be able to commemorate 
the conjunction of the develop-
ers and architect, and I think that 
gives the site an added signifi-
cance,” he said. 

Tower struggle
Prison Ship nat’l monument 
has ghost of a chance: Feds

Plus, Fort Greene Park was an 
actual fort during the war, locals 
noted — although the investigators 
can only examine the monument 
itself, and not the park around it, 
according to Jones. 

National monuments can also 
be created through a presidential 
proclamation, and several peo-

The Prison Ship Martyrs 
Monument in Fort Greene.
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By Max Jaeger
Brooklyn Paper

Brooklyn can’t hold El 
Chapo.

That’s the message the Feds 
sent when they decided to keep 
slippery Sinaloa drug cartel king-
pin Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman 
in a Manhattan lockup rather than 
a Brooklyn jail — even though 
 he’s standing trial  in Down-
town Brooklyn’s federal court 
on a blockbuster, 17-count in-
ternational drug-trafficking in-
dictment.

Then again, Sunset Park’s 
Metropolitan Detention Center 
— where El Chapo would likely 
have stayed had he been kept in 
the Borough of Kings — may not 
be the best place for an escape-
artist who  bribed guards to roll 
him out of a Mexican jail in a 
laundry cart  and later  escaped an-
other south-of-the-border lockup 
via a mile-long tunnel , according 
to an ex-con who did time in the 
Brooklyn detention center twice 
and said the jailhouse is full of 
security holes.

“For the New York dudes that 
did time there, they always spoke 
very highly — it’s sweet, wide 
open,” said Seth Ferranti, a jail-
bird-turned-author who did a pair 
of two-week stints in Brooklyn 
while in transit between prisons 
in the 1990s. “It’s a lot of activity 
of people coming in and out — so 
there’s a lot of hustling.”

Contraband, that is.
That was back in the rough-

and-tumble ’90s, but the high-
security behemoth is apparently 

Brooklyn jails can’t hold him!
Why El Chapo isn’t being held in the borough where he’s tried

quite accommodating, even now-
adays.

Notorious convicted cop-killer 
Ronell Wilson  knocked up his 
guard after multiple trysts  while 
doing time in 2013, and Brooklyn 
Federal judge Nicholas Garaufis 
ordered a formal investigation into 
the Sunset Park slammer after de-
termining Wilson was “ permit-
ted to treat the MDC as his own 
private fiefdom .”

Reps from the Federal Bureau 
of Prisons, which runs the deten-
tion center, say they have tight-
ened security.

“In order to mitigate life-en-
dangering consequences of dan-
gerous contraband introduction 

for both staff and inmates, in-
cluding cellphones, weapons, and 
narcotics, BOP has deployed a 
number of new strategies and 
enhanced existing practices,” 
spokesman Justin Long said.

But even if the jail’s guards 
were impregnable, the ground it 
sits on is not.

Feds  crowed  that El Chapo will 
“face American justice in a city 
that’s foundation is bedrock,” dur-
ing a press conference announcing 
his extradition to the U.S.

That’s true for the Manhattan 
lock-up — but Sunset Park sits 
atop a squishy mix of dirt and 
rocks deposited there by a gla-
cier 15,000 years ago — not the 

tough-as-nails bedrock that Man-
hattan sits on, according to a lo-
cal geologist.

“Manhattan bedrock ex-
tends into Brooklyn, but that’s 
up more toward Flatbush Ave-
nue Extension,” said Brooklyn 
College chief geology lab tech 
Guillermo Rocha.

The earth beneath Brooklyn’s 
jail at Second Avenue and 30th 
Street — a two-minute walk from 
the Gowanus Bay — is all “sedi-
ment and boulders,” he said.

A judge  recently ruled that the 
kingpin could physically come 
to the Kings County court-
house , which will likely require 
the temporary, partial closure of 
the Brooklyn Bridge while U.S. 
Marshals transport him to and 
from trial.

The Metropolitan Detention Center in Sunset Park may 
look like a fortress, but former inmates, geologists, and 
even judges say it has vulnerabilities that El Chapo could 
exploit.
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Mexican drug lord Joaquin 
Guzman is nicknamed  “El 
Chapo” — meaning “shorty” 
— for his 5-foot-6 stature.
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See MARTYRS  on page 10

Verrazano
Bridge
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Success starts with
taking a hands-on 
approach.
Our free, world-class schools allow students to 
thrive by providing opportunities for critical thinking, 
emotional development, and creative expression.

Apply Now at SuccessAcademies.org

         ©2017 Success Academy Charter Schools.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

 BILINGUAL COMMUNITY HOSPICE NURSE (RN)
Bilingual English/Spanish full-time nurse to provide

Hospice Home Carein the Bronx or Brooklyn.

HOSPICE NURSE EDUCATOR (RN)
Passionate, high energy, experienced RN for full-time staff development postion.

BSN required, MSN preferred; 3+ years hospice/palliative care experience.

Competitive compensation and benefits package. Reliable automobile & valid
driver’s license are required. Hospice of New York is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 

FORWARD RESUME TO: JUDITH GAYLE
judith.gayle@hospice.nyc or Fax: 718.784.1413

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Come Make a Difference! New training groups each month.

NASSAU & QUEENS
Contact Angela Purpura

angela.purpura@hospice.nyc or 516.222.1211

MANHATTAN, THE BRONX & BROOKLYN
Contact Sandra Nielsen

 sandra.nielsen@hospice.nyc or 718.472.1999

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT SERVICES

Free bereavement support services for adults who have had a loss.
(Loved one is not required to have had hospice care)

Contact our Bereavement Department at 347.226.4823

718.472.1999  |  www.hospice.nyc

By Caroline Spivack 
Brooklyn Paper

Sideshow impresario Dick 
Zigun wants Coney Island to 
secede from the United States 
and become an East Coast ha-
ven for expatriates fleeing the 
nation’s political turmoil. But 
don’t expect to see the so-called 
“Mayor of Coney Island” on 
any ballots in the People’s Re-
public of Coney Island — Zi-
gun plans to go old-school 
dictator and use his unilat-
eral power to keep out riff raff 
from the likes of the Midwest 
and Queens, he said.

“I’d be the unelected em-
peror — I think I’d have fun 
with that. And people would 
have to apply for a visa, of 
course, and we’d probably do 
extreme vetting from certain 
states like Indiana. I would 
also do extreme vetting of any-
one from Queens, like Don-
ald Trump,” said Zigun. “But 
instead of moving to Paris, 
like Hemingway or Gertrude 
Stein, people could just es-
cape to Coney Island — as 
long as they go through the 
proper channels.”

Emperor Zigun would re-
dig the moat that once sepa-
rated the island from the main-
land. Failing that, he’ll take 
a page out of The Donald’s 
book and build a wall along 
the proposed nation’s north-
ern border, the Belt Parkway, 
he said.

“Well, I need to get my ad-

Floating island
Zigun: ‘Coney Island must secede from 
the Union, and I’m the man to lead it!’

visors to study it, but we might 
have to build a partial wall I 
suppose at the Belt Parkway 
so people can’t just pull over 
and make an unauthorized en-
try into our great country,” 
His Excellency said.

Either way, “tourists are 
paying for it,” he said.

If he seizes power, the 
whole peninsula — every-
thing from the gated commu-
nity Sea Gate over to Manhat-
tan Beach — will come under 
his control, according to Great 

Defender Zigun, who said he 
already has plans to erect a 
Lady Liberty-esque statue in 
the private nabe that overlooks 
the New York Harbor.

“I don’t want to let Sea 
Gate go,” His Eminence said. 
“The original name is Norton’s 
Point, and that’s where I want 
to erect a statue of Art Car-
ney for his work in the Hon-
eymooners after his charac-
ter [Ed] Norton — he’ll be a 
beacon.”

Such a coup would net the 

Invincible and Triumphant 
General Zigun both  Sea Gate’s 
private police force  and  Kings-
borough Community College  
— two major institutions on 
which society is built.

As for a hospital, the High-
est Incarnation of the Revo-
lutionary Comradeship said 
he’d pass on Coney Island 
Hospital, and instead find 
another way to keep his sub-
jects healthy.

It would not be the first time 
someone tried to secede from 
New York — 65 percent of 
Staten Islanders voted to de-
tach from the city’s ample bo-
som in 1993, but lawmakers 
put the kibosh on that. Rock 
Councilman Joe Borelli  tried 
— and failed — to stoke that 
fire last summer  after Great 
Britain voted to leave the Euro-
pean Union. Queens has  twice 
tried to secede  (and at the risk 
of editorializing, we wish them 
all the luck in the world on a 
third attempt).

But Ever-Victorious, Iron-
Willed Commander Zigun 
draws particular inspiration 
from Key West’s 1982  attempt 
to cleave itself from Florida 
and become The Conch Re-
public  — the archipelago’s re-
sponse to a roadblock that the 
Feds set up there to stop un-
documented immigrants from 
entering the U.S.

Here in Brooklyn, Islanders 
are already raring to shake off 
the shackles of their oppres-
sors and gain their indepen-
dence, said one local.

“Obviously the rest of the 
city has just been holding us 
back,” said long-time Co-
ney Islander Leon Watkins. 
“Coney Island has more than 
enough pizazz and know-how 
to be its own country. Let’s 
make Coney Island great 
again.” 

Self-proclaimed “Mayor of Coney Island” Dick Zi-
gun says he’ll ascend to dictator-god if he succeeds 
in seceding.
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By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

Sen. Bernie Sanders is fi-
nally getting a degree from 
Brooklyn College — 58 years 
after he enrolled! 

The Midwood-born former 
presidential hopeful is return-

ing to his native land to give 
the school’s commencement 
address at Barclays Center in 
May, where may also receive 
an honorary doctorate.

“We are honored to be able 
to welcome Bernie home this 
spring to this great college, 

Feel the learn
Brooklyn College welcomes  
Sanders to commencement

and to have him send off the 
Class of 2017,” said college 
president Michelle 
Anderson.

S a n d e r s 
(I–Vermont) 
enrolled at 
B r o o k l y n 
College after 
 g raduat ing 
from James 
Madison High 
School  in 1959, 
but only stayed 
there a year be-
fore transferring 
to the University of Chi-
cago, where he graduated with 

a Bachelor of Arts in politi-
cal science.

The self-proclaimed 
socialist hasn’t lived in 

the borough since 
Robert Wagner 
was mayor, but 
he  milked his 
Brooklyn bona 
f ides  while 
stumping here 
during the 2016 

Democratic pri-
maries, albeit to lim-

ited success — 60 per-
cent of borough Democrats 

 ultimately voted for his rival  
Hillary Clinton.
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Open 7 Days from 7am-10pm: Breakfast, Lunch & Sunday Brunch

SWEETS FOR YOUR SWEETHEART...

HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY!
Pick up your heart-shaped cakes & cookies

SERVING PARK SLOPE SINCE 1986

Specialty Cakes by Madison
www.CousinJohnsBakery.com

®

Call: 844-243-5318   |  www.nyee.edu/williamsburg

101 Broadway, Suite 201, Brooklyn, NY 11249

Access to Superb Eye and ENT 
Specialists Just Got Easier

New York Eye and Ear Infirmary of Mount Sinai 

(NYEE) brings its most requested specialty 

services to Brooklyn. With another convenient 

location, Williamsburg residents have access to 

nationally recognized experts in eye, ear, nose  

and throat care right in the neighborhood.  

By Caroline Spivack
Brooklyn Paper

And here’s the pitch.
MCU Park’s baseball field 

will become a soccer pitch 
this spring when the New 
York Cosmos — formerly 
of Long Island — make 

their new home in Coney 
Island. The fan-shaped field 
— also home to the Brooklyn 
Cyclones — will host all 16 
home matches for the defend-
ing champions of the second-
tier professional North Amer-
ican Soccer League starting 

in April.
And park honchos are 

promising fans a better view 
of the action than when the ill-
fated Brooklyn Bolts football 
team  imposed a gridiron over 
the baseball field in 2014 .

“With the Bolts football 

GOOOOOAL!
Cosmos pro soccer team moving to Coney

field, since they only played 
at MCU for three games, 
MCU wanted to avoid mov-
ing the pitcher’s mound be-
cause it’s a hassle,” said park 
spokesman Billy Harner. “But 
since the Cosmos are play-
ing for 16 games, it makes 
sense to go through the extra 
work of removing the pitch-
er’s mound.”

That means the pitch can be 
closer to seats than the grid-
iron was, he said.

Plus, the stadium will roll 
out the green carpet — As-
troturf, that is — so players 
won’t have to contend with 
clay from the diamond, and 
so fans won’t have to look at 
baselines during the footie, 
Harner said.

“I think that’s ideally what 
we’ll do so we also don’t have 
100 different lines on the field 
and it won’t look like a gram-
mar school gym. We’ll see 
what works and what doesn’t, 
but we’re looking forward to 
it to really make the ball field 
and Coney Island a year-round 
spot.”

The soccer season will not 
interfere with Clones games, 
Harner said.

The Cosmos  made a one-
night-only showing at MCU 
Park in 2015 , and they even 
 ran some drills with a sea lion  
from Coney Island’s aquar-
ium.

The New York Cosmos will play their home games at MCU Park this spring.

By Max Jaeger
Brooklyn Paper

Hold on tight — more 
rides are coming to Coney 
Island!

The city is asking amuse-
ment-park operators to pitch 
rides and games for the empty 
lots between the Cyclone roller 
coaster and MCU Park — 
part of a long-running rede-
velopment plan to expand the 
amusement area.

It’s another step toward 
the new Coney Island envi-
sioned under a 2009 rezoning, 
but officials say they will pick 
proposals that harken to the 
area’s glory days as a “pub-
licly-accessible, affordable 
amusement park, a place for 
experimentation, innovation, 
whimsy and surprise.”

A stretch of W. 16th Street 

More rides for Coney Island
between Surf Avenue and the 
Boardwalk could become a 
concessionaires’ row, while 
the empty lot between the 
ballpark and the Thunderbolt 
roller coaster may become a 
new thrill-ride hub, according 
to a request for proposals the 
city issued on Feb. 6.

Officials are also asking for 
more entertainment on W. 12th 
Street, W. 15th Street, and Still-
well Avenue between Surf Av-
enue and the Boardwalk.

The city plans to lease the 
sites for 10 years, and devel-
opers would be responsible for 
repairing roads and infrastruc-
ture, as well as operating the 
amusements, according to the 
proposal request.

The new attractions should 
be up and running by summer 
2018, the document states.

More roller coasters like the Thunderbolt may be 
coming to Coney Island.
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•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

A Remsen Street resident 
is trying to uncover why his 
apartment entrances became 
covered in blood while he was 
away from Jan. 27 to 29.

The tenant told police he 
left his home near Clinton 
Street around 10:30 on Friday 
and his apartment was spark-
ing clean. However, when he 
returned a couple days later, 
he saw blood on the back fence 
and window screen. He in-
spected the house but noth-
ing had been taken.

Investigators later searched 
the residence and determined 
that someone had tried to 
break in, and left blood on 
several entry points and a 
handprint on the door and 
on the windows, according 
to a report. 

Bank robbery 
A crook stole $4,000 from 

a Court Street bank in a mid-
day robbery on Jan. 30.

The heister entered the 
money depository near 
Schermerhorn Street around 
3:07 pm, slipped a note to the 
teller demanding money as he 
simulated a gun in his pocket, 
took the cash, and fled, a re-
port said.

Un-registered
Some scoundrel lifted two 

cash registers and electron-
ics totally $3,290 from an At-
lantic Avenue shop overnight 
on Feb 5.

The sneak entered the 
store by Nevins Street be-
tween midnight and 9:10 
am through the cellar door 
by cutting the padlock, po-
lice said. The snake left with 
two cash registers, a laptop, 
iPad, and two Nikon cameras, 
a report said.

Subway slice
A rogue threatened to 

slice a woman with a razor 
while she was waiting for a 
train at York Street station 
on Feb. 3.

The lady was seated on 
the bench in the station near 
Jay Street at 12:10 am when 
the worm sitting a few seats 
away from her stood up and 
began speaking to her in vul-
gar language. He then said, 
“I have a razor and I’m gong 
to cut you,” and proceeded to 
walk towards her and make a 
slashing motion at her face, 
authorities said.

He didn’t manage to touch 
the woman, but followed her 
as she walked off to the mez-
zanine area to seek help, ac-
cording to a report. 

Subway scuffle
Police arrested a guy 

who they say stole a wom-
an’s phone after she refused 
to donate to his basketball or-
ganization in the DeKalb Av-

Failed burglar leaves bloody mark on Remsen Street

enue station on Feb. 2.
The victim told police she 

was on the platform at the sta-
tion near Flatbush Avenue Ex-
tension waiting for the Coney 
Island-bound B train when the 
man asked her to donate to his 
team. She declined to make a 
donation and the suspect al-
legedly snatched her phone 
from her hand, cops said. 

The woman fought off the 
man and the phone fell to the 
ground and broke, according 
to authorities. 

Yuck it up
A weasel snagged a man’s 

wallet and phone out of his 
jacket pocket as he was exit-
ing the A train in High Street 
station on Feb. 2. 

The man was getting off 
the locomotive near Cadman 
Plaza West and felt a tug on 
his right jacket pocket, cops 
said. He checked his pocket 
as the doors were closing, re-
alized his phone was missing, 
and saw the sneak laughing 
with his wallet in his hand, 
a report said.

Heights bandit 
Some burglar broke into a 

Hicks Street apartment and 
stole $6,240 worth of elec-
tronics and money overnight 
on Jan. 30.

The intruder forced open 
the front door of the building 
between Clark and Pierrepont 
streets between 10:30 pm and 
6:20 am and lifted two Ap-
ple laptops, one Dell laptop, 
an iPhone, wallet, and set of 
keys, cops said. 

Lifted
A goon forcefully took a 

woman’s phone in the elevator 
of a Nassau Street apartment 
building on Jan. 27.

Both entered the lift 
in the building near Gold 
Street around 5:15 pm. When 
the lady tried to get off, the 
wretch tried to snag her phone, 
kicking off a struggle that re-
sulted in the brute tearing her 
jacket.

He eventually ran out of the 
elevator with the phone and 
fled, authorities said.

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Bad agent 
Authorities arrested a man 

who they say pretended to be 
an agent from the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, and Fire-
arms in order to snag free cig-
arettes and cash from a Han-
son Place store on Feb. 1.

The man entered the bo-
dega near Ashland Place 
around 1:40 am and flashed 
a badge and handcuffs, stat-
ing he was an agent and de-
manding the worker hand over 
e-cigarettes and $2,000 or he 
would give the store $5,000 
in summonses and take away 
its vending license, cops re-
ported. The worker gave 
him $390 worth of ciga-
rettes before police arrived 
and slapped cuffs on him, au-
thorities said.

Tipped off
A thief stole the tip jar from 

a Carlton Avenue cafe on Jan. 
31 and threatened to gun a guy 
down after he chased him.

The filcher entered the eat-
ery near DeKalb Avenue at 
1:10 pm, grabbed the jar con-
taining $30, and left, police 
said. A witness ran after the 
crook, who snarled, “Don’t 
make me shoot you,” and ran 
away, according to a report. 

Blades
AA couple of cretins tried 

to mug a man with a knife and 
scissors at a Portland Avenue 
bus stop on Jan. 31.

The 56-year-old victim 
told cops he was waiting for 
the bus near Flushing Ave-
nue around 10:40 pm when 
the one of the goons grabbed 
him and put a blade to his 
back, hissing, “If you don’t 
give me your stuff, I will kill 
you,” while his accomplice 
threatened him with scissors. 
But the duo didn’t end up tak-

ing anything and fled empty-
handed, authorities said.

Sprayed
A skunk used pepper spray 

on a Myrtle Avenue bodega 
worker after he tried to stop 
him from stealing snacks on 
Feb. 2.

The jerk snagged a Guin-
ness, a Red Bull, and a Crunch 
from the store between Van-
derbilt and Clinton avenues 
at 3:50 pm and left without 
paying, cops said.

The worker followed the 
guy out of the store as he was 
on the phone with 911, but the 
villain turned around, sprayed 
him, and fled, according to 
a report.

Held up 
Cops cuffed a guy who they 

say stole a man’s phone and 
wallet a gunpoint as he was 
sitting outside the Fort Greene 
Park visitor center on Myrtle 
Avenue on Feb. 1.

The victim was relaxing on 
the steps by N. Portland Ave-
nue at 5 pm when the suspect 
approached him and stated 
“Give me your phone” and 
pulled out a knife. The vic-
tim handed over his cell and 
the man then demanded his 
wallet. He relinquished the 
property and the suspect fled, 
police said.  — Lauren Gill

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Road rage
A New Jersey motorist went 

ballistic on another driver who 
honked at him on Carlton Av-
enue on Jan. 23.

The victim told police he 
was in his car between Pa-
cific and Dean streets at 10 
pm when he noticed the driver 
in front of him stopped at a 
green light and honked his 
horn.

But the other man didn’t 
take kindly to the honk and 
emerged from his car to at-
tack the victim’s side-view 
mirror, causing $200 worth 
of damage, cops said.

Cracking up
Cops busted a 54-year-

old woman after she alleg-
edly stole $10 from a man on 
Park Place on Jan. 26, and was 
later found in possession of 

crack pipes.
The victim told police he 

was near Flatbush Avenue 
at 2:21 pm when the sus-
pect asked him if he had a 
few $5 bills to exchange for 
some $1s.

The man handed the 
woman two Lincolns, which 
she promptly stuck into her 
pockets and blithely walked 
away with, cops said.

She didn’t get too far 
though, and police found her 
in possession of two pipes cov-
ered in crack residue later that 
day, according to police.

Flat-out drunk
Cops busted a man who 

they say drove drunk on Flat-
bush Avenue on Jan. 26.

The arresting officer re-
ported he was near the Pros-
pect Park Zoo at 12:20 am 
when he spotted the suspect 
driving like a maniac, and dis-
obeying traffic signs.

When he pulled the sus-
pect to the curb, the patrol-
man found he reeked of booze, 
and tests later showed he had a 
blood-alcohol content of .101, 
well over the limit of .08 per-
cent, cops said.

Party for one
Cops arrested a 21-year-

old man for drinking beer and 
smoking weed in the stairwell 

of a Third Avenue apartment 
building on Jan. 23.

The arresting officer re-
ported he was on the 15th 
floor of the building near Bal-
tic Street at 4:20 pm when he 
spotted the suspect drinking 
a 20-ounce can of strawberry 
Budlight and smoking a joint.
 — Colin Mixson

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Bad fare
A disgruntled cab driver 

and his goons beat a man 
who couldn’t afford his fare 
on 76th Street on Feb. 4, said 
police. 

The man told police that 
as he was being driven to his 
home between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues he realized he 
didn’t have enough to pay the 
driver. After telling the motor-
ist, the fuming cabbie called 
two of his friends who rushed 
over and beat up the man, ac-
cording to police. 

The trio fled in the taxi 
in an unknown direction, po-
lice said. 

Snorkel bandit
A lummox wearing a snor-

kel and ski mask broke into 
a Fourth Avenue drugstore 
on Jan. 30 and stole cash, 

said police. 
A witness told police that 

he saw the man break a win-
dow at the pharmacy near 88th 
Street at 1:20 am and run in-
side. The nogoodnik ran-
sacked a register and made 
off with $200 before fleeing 
in an unknown direction, au-
thorities said. 

Ambushed
Two ruffians jumped a man 

and stole his cash on Third Av-
enue on Feb. 5, said police. 

The man told police he had 
just exited a restaurant at 4 am 
and was heading home when 
the two brutes attacked him 
at Ovington Avenue. The two 
miscreants punched the man 
in the face multiple times and 
swiped $400 from his pocket, 
before fleeing toward Fourth 
Avenue, officials said.

Mugged 
A pair of punks attacked 

a man and stole his cash on 
Gelston Avenue on Feb. 3, 
said police. 

The man told police he was 
near 94th Street at 1:45 pm 
when two men approached 
him, shoved him into a fence, 
and punched him in the chest. 
The crooks then stole three 
white envelopes with a total of 
$4,000 inside, said police.

— Caroline Spivack

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

CRASH: A driver crashed a school bus full of kids into a fire hydrant outside PS 67 
in Fort Greene on Feb. 1, sending one distraught youngster to the hospital with 
an injured leg. The driver picked up kids on St. Edwards street at Auburn Place 
around 3 pm, then crashed into the poles surrounding the hydrant as he was driv-
ing off, according to police. The bus driver was not charged, authorities say.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

H
e’s no longer playing the Blue’s.

The former host of hit kids’ show 
“Blue’s Clues” will rock Brooklyn 

Bowl later this month to launch the psy-
chedelic children’s album he created 
with a member of the Flaming Lips. 
The album release party for “Forev-
erywhere” on Feb. 26 will truly be a 
show for all ages, said the beloved icon 
of ’90s kids. 

“It’s definitely an album for children. 
It’s also an album for adults. It’s maybe 
either, but decidedly both,” said Williams-
burger Steve Burns (pictured right), who 
hosted the popular Nickelodeon show with 
animated puppy Blue for seven years be-
fore calling it quits in 2001. 

Steve Burns teamed up with Flam-
ing Lips multi-instrumentalist Steven 
Drozd to form the band “StevenSteven,” 
and together they wrote the whimsical 
album over the course of six years. The 
two drew inspiration from an eclectic 
range of sources, said Burns, includ-
ing Dr. Seuss, Queen, Neil Diamond, 
David Bowie, and Mr. Rogers.

The record opens with a trilogy of 
songs about a unicorn who falls in love 
with a guitar-shredding cosmic prin-
cess. Its lead single “Unicorn and Prin-
cess Rainbow” has a video that features 
Burns wearing a unicorn horn, while 
rainbows, hearts, and a glowing Drozd 
float in the background. 

Burns may be best known for singing 
the  world’s happiest song about receiv-
ing mail , but his lyrics in “Forevery-
where” have a much more melan-
choly vibe. He wanted the album to 
evoke feelings rarely found in tunes 
aimed at rugrats, he said.

“We wanted to include a lot 
of emotions that aren’t typically 
in children’s music, like a sense of 
quest, yearning, and loss,” he said. 
“In all children’s music I think that’s 
the best of all the stuff out there. The 
Charlie Brown Christmas music and 
“Puff the Magic Dragon” is an incred-
ibly sad song.”

The Brooklyn Bowl show will be the 
first time the duo have played the album 
before a live audience, but Burns said he 
has already gotten the tick of approval 
from plenty of fledgling rock critics.

“All of our friends’ kids have heard 

the songs ad nauseam, at this 
point the response has been 
wonderful,” he said.

Still, he says he will 
be sweating bullets on the 
night of the show, since 
kids can sometimes be the 
toughest crowd.

“I’m sure I’ll be very, 
very, very nervous. Chil-
dren in my experience 
are a very difficult au-
dience — they know 
right away, they smell 
your fear. But they’re 
also the best possi-
ble audience too, 
because they’re 
so accepting of 
play in gen-
eral,” he 
said. 

Since leaving 
“Blue’s Clues” Burns has kept 

busy doing voiceover work and working 
on his music. But he still has one reminder 
of his time of the show — he keeps the 
show’s big red “thinking chair” in his 
apartment and says that it is a great spot 
to get some reading done. 

“I use it mostly for reading, I’ve got a 
nice light and it’s super comfy if you fling 
your legs over the sides of it,” he said. 

Her rat tales
She’s letting the rat out of the bag.
A formerly homeless social worker will re-

veal hilarious and horri-
fying stories from her life 
on the streets of New York 
City, in “The Rodent Mono-
logues” at Jack Theatre on 
Feb. 18, as part of the week-
long “Organ Recital” sto-
rytelling festival. Her col-
lection of alternately funny 
and gritty stories will ex-
plore her run-ins with cops, 

with drugs, and her collection of exotic pets.
“These are all the things that happened through-

out my life, the good and bad,” said Jay Toole. 
“It’s part of my life story — the alcoholism, drug 
addictions, arrests, the beatings, and all the ro-
dents in my life — monkeys, rats, alligators. I 
had quite a bit of things going on.”

Not all of those creatures are technically ro-
dents, but Toole says they are all actual animals 
she kept while living on the streets. Audiences love 
to hear about the strange bald creature she dis-
covered while living in Manhattan, she said.

“I was living in a box and I found this thing 
that had no hair,” said Toole. “And I said ‘It’s 
either a rat or a squirrel,’ and it ended up be-
ing a squirrel.”

Alas, her squirrelly friend did not stay with 
her for long, she said. 

“I think he just grew up, went and started his 
own family, and said ‘I’m going out on my own 
and collect my own nuts.’ ” 

Toole, a self-proclaimed butch lesbian, was 
kicked out of her home at age 13, and remained on 
the streets from the 1960s until the late ’90s. Her 
stories provide a glimpse into the troubles faced 
by queer and homeless youth then and now.

“There were a lot of homeless queer youth in 
my day and just like today that hasn’t changed — 
there’s queer youth on streets and those numbers 
are as huge as now,” said Toole. “I don’t think it’s 
really changed that much — I really don’t.”

But she hopes her stories will help audiences 
to reflect on how they treat the homeless.

“Don’t just walk past homeless people with-
out recognizing that we’re all very close,” said 
Toole. “ Walk by and nod your head in acknowl-
edgement that ‘I do see you.’ ”

“The Rodent Monologues” at Jack Theatre 
[505 Waverly Ave. between Atlantic Avenue 
and Fulton Street in Clinton Hill, www.jackny.
org]. Feb. 18 at 9:30 pm. $20.

 — Alexandra Simon

TA L KS

Word’s pick — “Upstream” by Mary 
Oliver

This collection of essays from poet Mary Ol-
iver ranges wildly in its topics, covering her 

childhood roaming 
among great black 

oaks, the litera-
ture of Edgar 
Allen Poe, and 
the mystical 
sagacity of 
bears. “Up-
stream” is 
a gorgeous 
meditation 
on life, the 
wild, and the 
essential work of the poet, and her 
title essay ends with a challenge — a 
plea — that seems all the more rele-
vant in our current political landscape: 
“Give [the children] the fields and the 
woods and the possibility of the world 

salvaged from the lords of profit.”

— Dan LoPreto, Word [126 Franklin St. 
at Milton Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–

0096,  www.wordbrooklyn.com ].

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick — “The 
Wise Men” by Walter Isaacson and Evan 

Thomas
As we anxiously watch the world being re-

made in Washington, it may be prudent to re-
flect on a previous turn of the circle. “The Wise 
Men: Six Friends and the World They Made” 

is the story of the six men 
who, in the wake of World 
War II, were primarily 
responsible for the post-
war order, the Cold War, 
and in many respects the 
Pax Americana that may 
be coming apart. Thor-
oughly researched and 
expertly written by Isaac-
son and Thomas, this is an 
ambitious and extraordi-
nary six-in-one biography 

and exploration of the ethos of a bygone type 
of American statesman.

— Nick Trotta, Greenlight Bookstore [686 
Fulton St. between S. Elliott Place and S. Port-
land Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 246–0200, 
 www.greenlightbookstore.com ].

Community Bookstore’s pick — “Lincoln 
in the Bardo” by George Saunders

“Lincoln in the Bardo” is George Saunders’s 
first foray into the novel, and what a strange trip it 
is. As the Civil War rages, Abraham Lincoln sits 
in a graveyard mourning 
the death of his son Wil-
lie, whose soul is stuck in 
a space between life and 
death: the Bardo, which is 
peopled by a cast of mis-
fits of all classes and col-
ors and manners of de-
mise, crammed together 
in an afterlife of chatter, 
arguments, petty disputes, 
and lost loves. This chorus 
of the dead is a reminder 
that the weird and strange and foreign have deep, 
foundational roots in our national psyche, and 
it’s best we remember that.

— Hal Hlavinka, Community Bookstore [43 
Seventh Ave. between Carroll Street and Gar-
field Place in Park Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.
commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

Reading picks

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

C
upid is as Cupid does.

Valentine’s Day is fast ap-
proaching, and you’ll want to 

have a plan for the most romantic 
day of the year, whether you spend 
it with your someone special or all 
by yourself.

Classic date night 
Nothing screams romance more 

than the 1972 cult classic “Harold 
and Maude,” about a suicidal young 
man and his blossoming friendship 
a 79-year-old woman? So have a 
pre-Valentine’s date at Videology, 
where you can enjoy the roman-
tic comedy, along with a glass of 
prosecco and a chocolate-covered 
strawberry. 

Videology [308 Bedford Ave. at 
S. First Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
782–3468, www.videology.info] Feb. 
12 at 6 pm and 8 pm. $25. 

Kids’ stuff
Feeling down in the dumps about 

love this year? Get the hottest tips on 
love and romance from two experts: 
6-year-old Dr. Bubbles (Holly Mar-
jorie Bubbles Hook) and 7-year-old 
Dr. Lopez (Ximena Garcia Lopez), 

who will be at Pete’s Candy Store on 
Feb. 14 to offer their combined 13 
years of expertise in the field. Ac-
cording to Dr. Bubbles, romance is 
not nearly as complicated as peo-
ple make it. 

“Love is fun and good,” said Dr. 

Bubbles. “People should try and love 
each other as much as they can.”

Dr. Lopez and Dr. Bubbles on 
Love! at Pete’s Candy Store [709 Lo-
rimer St. between Richardson and 
Frost streets in Williamsburg, www.

One love-ly evening
The best Valentine’s events in Brooklyn 

Sexy in red: Bushwick’s House of Yes will host a Valentine’s Day dinner 
with aerielists overhead, followd by the “Story of Red” dance party, 
where red costumes are mandatory.
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Love is love: Six-year-old Dr. Bubbles (Holly Marjorie Bubbles 
Hook) and 7-year-old Dr. Lopez (Ximena Garcia Lopez) will offer 
their love advice at Pete’s Candy Store on Valentine’s Day.
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See LOVE  on page 8

Kids’ show host launches cosmic rock album
Blue’s musician

StevenSteven at Brooklyn Bowl 
(61 Wythe Ave. at N. 12th St. in Wil-
liamsburg, www.brooklynbowl.
com). Feb. 26 at 1 pm. $15.
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WHERE TO
SATURDAY
Feb. 11

Saint Patti
Catch a new attitude 
at Patti Labelle’s 
early Valentine’s 
show at the Kings 
Theatre on Saturday. 
The songstress and 
“Dancing with the 
Stars” contestant will 
belt out selections 
from her five decades 
of hits, including 
“Lady Marmalade,” 
“On My Own,” and 
“New Attitude.”  

8 pm at Kings Theatre 
(1027 Flatbush Ave. 
between Tilden Avenue 
and Duryea Place in 
Flatbush), www.kingsthe-
atre.com. $80–$105.

SUNDAY
Feb. 10

Toon in 
Improve your chances 
in the Oscar pool by 
catching all of this 
year’s nominated ani-
mated short films — 
but leave the kids at 
home. Some of these 
get dark, including 
“Pear Cider and Ciga-
rettes” (pictured), 
about an alcoholic who 
needs a liver trans-
plant, which screens 
alongside cheerier fare 
like Pixar’s cheery 
“Sandpiper,” and three 
other nominees.

4:30 pm and 10:30 pm at 
Alamo Drafthouse 
Cinema [445 Albee 
Square West between 
Fulton and Willoughby 
streets Downtown, (718) 
513–2547, www.draft-
house.com/nyc]. $15.

MONDAY
Feb. 13

Book babes
Word bookstore will 
celebrate bodice-rip-
ping romance fiction 
at “Galentine’s Day,” 
with romance authors 
Sarah MacLean (who 
wrote “A Scot in the 
Dark”), Suleikha Sny-
der (“Bollywood and 
the Beast”), and gay 
erotica writer Damon 
Suede (“Lickety 
Split”) discussing 
their work, raffles, 
games, and an open 
bar for the first two 
hours.

7 pm at Villain (50 N. 
Third Street between Kent 
and Wythe avenues in 
Williamsburg), www.word-
bookstores.com. $20.

TUESDAY
Feb. 14

Moping 
with Moz
Single on Valentine’s 
Day? Well, misery loves 
company, so stomp to 
the Bell House for 
definitive Smiths trib-
ute band the Sons and 
Heirs, which hosts its 
annual anti-Valentine’s 
Day bash “Unloveable” 
tonight. You can dance 
away the pains of your 
lonely life to some truly 
great Morrissey tunes 
about isolation and 
numbness.

8 pm at Bell House [149 
Seventh St. between 
Second and Third avenues 
in Gowanus, (718) 643–
6510], www.thebellhouse-
ny.com. $20 ($18 in 
advance).

WEDNESDAY
Feb. 15

Ballsy show
Special guest host 
Saurin Choksi (pic-
tured) takes over the 
weekly comedy show 
“Comedians You 
Should Know” at the 
Gutter bar and bowl-
ing alley in Williams-
burg. Tonight’s show 
will feature comedy 
country music band 
the Reformed 
Whores, along with 
Mike Recine, Damien 
Lemon, and more.

9 pm at the Gutter [200 
N. 14th St. between Berry 
Street and Wythe Avenue 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
387–3585], www.thegut-
terbrooklyn.com. $5. 

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, FEB. 10
ITU B’SHVAT SEDER: Celebrate “Jew-

ish Earth Day,” with spiritual read-
ings and a meal of the famed Seven 
Species of grains, fruits and vegeta-
bles indigenous to the Land of Israel. 
Free with RSVP. 6:30 pm. Congrega-
tion Beth Jacob Ohev Sholom [284 
Rodney St. at S. Ninth Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (207) 404–0474], www.
congbjos.org. 

THEATER, “SINGIN’ IN THE RAIN 
JR!”: The Ensemble Middle School 
kids are opening their umbrellas 
and putting on the beloved musi-
cal, Singin’ in the Rain Jr.! $15. 6:30 
pm to 9:30 pm. The Actors Fund 
Arts Center (160 Schermerhorn St. 
Between Smith and Hoyt streets in 
Downtown), www.brownpapertick-
ets.com/event/2791114. 

FILM, “HEALING AND SELF-PRESER-
VATION AS RESISTANCE”: A fi lm 
and video performance, part of a 
month-long event series about heal-
ing in the African Diasporic commu-
nity. Free. 7–9 pm. Pratt Institute’s 
Film/Video Center (550 Myrtle Ave 
at Emerson Place in Clinton Hill), 
www.pratt.edu. 

MUSIC, “THE COMPOSER AS CON-
FESSOR”: The PhiloSonia orchestra 
takes the audience on a journey 
through the struggles and triumphs 
of different composers. $10–$20. 
7:30 pm. The Old Stone House [336 
Third St. between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, (718) 768–
3195], theoldstonehouse.org. 

THEATER, “SWEENEY TODD”: Experi-
ence Stephen Sondheim’s infamous 
tale of a demon barber out for re-
venge in an intimate, gothic setting! 
$40 ($30 seniors and students). 8 
pm. The McKinney Chapel at First 
Unitarian Society (116 Pierrepont St. 
between Clinton Street and Monroe 
Place in Brooklyn Heights), www.the-
ater2020.com. 

THEATER, “ENTERPRISE”: A fast-
paced surreal comedy about a 
business on the brink of collapse, 
with four workers willing to try email 
hacking and animal sacrifi ce to save 
the company. $18. 8 pm. The Brick 
[575 Metropolitan Ave. between 
Union Avenue and Lorimer Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 907–6189], www.
bricktheater.com. 

DANCE, BAX UPSTART FESTIVAL: A 

festival of Brooklyn’s freshest tal-
ent, with intriguing works of dance, 
theatre, performances pieces, and 
more. $16. 8 pm. Brooklyn Arts 
Exchange [421 Fifth Ave. at Eighth 
Street in Park Slope, (718) 832–
0018], www.bax.org. 

THEATER, “HAIR”: The Heights Play-
ers present the rocking musical 
about hippies in the shadow of the 
Vietnam War. $25. 8 pm. Heights 
Players [26 Willow Pl. between Jora-
lemon and State streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 237–2752], www.
heightsplayers.org. 

SAT, FEB. 11
FAMILY, “PUSS IN BOOTS”: The clas-

sic tale of a well-dressed kitty is 
adapted for the marionette stage. 
$10 ($8 kids). 12:30 pm and 2:30 
pm. Puppetworks [338 Sixth Ave. 
at Fourth Street in Park Slope, (718) 
965–3391], www.puppetworks.org. 

THEATER, “YOU’RE A GOOD MAN, 
CHARLIE BROWN”: The Peanuts 
Gang entertain kids young and old 
with song and stories. $20. 2 pm. 
Gallery Players [199 14th St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (212) 352–3101], www.gallery-
players.com. 

MUSIC, TIM GRIMM AND THE FAM-
ILY BAND: $10. 4 pm. The Old 
Stone House [336 Third St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (718) 768–3195], theoldstone-
house.org. 

MUSIC, PENPALS, WITH QUELLE 
CHRIS AND UGLYBRAINE: $10. 7 
pm. Friends and Lovers [641 Clas-
son Ave. between Dean and Pacifi c 
streets in Crown Heights, (347) 
255–7386]. 

THEATER, “NERVOSA, THE MUSI-
CAL!”: A puppet show musical 
about a girl who travels to Nervosa, 
a special place for special people 

See 9 DAYS on page 8

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

FRI, FEB 10
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS. 

MIAMI HEAT: $45–$3,000. 7:30 
pm.

SAT, FEB 11
SPORTS, ULTIMATE FIGHTING 

CHAMPIONSHIP: $57–$457. 
6:15 pm.

SUN, FEB 12
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

VS. COLORADO AVALANCHE: 
$15–$700. 6 pm.

MON, FEB 13
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS. 

MEMPHIS GRIZZLIES: $25–
$3,000. 7:30 pm.

WED, FEB 15
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS. 

MILWAUKEE BUCKS: $25–
$3,000. 7:30 pm.

THU, FEB 16
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

VS. NEW YORK RANGERS: $65–
$335. 7 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.

Brooklyn Paper incorporates the following newspapers:

 Brooklyn Heights Paper, Downtown News,

Park Slope Paper, Sunset Park Paper, Windsor Terrace Paper,

Carroll Gardens–Cobble Hill Paper,

Fort Greene–Clinton Hill Paper,

Bay Ridge Paper, Bensonhurst Paper,

Bushwick Paper, Greenpoint Paper, Williamsburg Paper

Published weekly at
1 Metrotech Center North, Suite 1001, Brooklyn NY 11201 (718) 260–2500

Online at www.BrooklynPaper.com

CEO
Les Goodstein
PRESIDENT & PUBLISHER
Jennifer Goodstein

EDITORIAL STAFF
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Vince DiMiceli (718) 260–4508

DEPUTY EDITOR
Ruth Brown (718) 260–8309

ARTS EDITOR
Bill Roundy (718) 260–4507

STAFF REPORTERS
Lauren Gill (718) 260–2511
Colin Mixson (718) 260–4505

ADVERTISING STAFF
DISPLAY ADVERTISING SALES
Gayle H. Greenberg  (718) 260–4585
Jay Pelc  (718) 260–2570
Andrew Mark (718) 260–2578
OFFICE MANAGER 
Lisa Malwitz (718) 260–2594

PRODUCTION STAFF 
ART DIRECTOR
Leah Mitch (718) 260–4510
WEB DESIGNER
Sylvan Migdal (718) 260–4509
PRODUCTION ARTIST
Earl Ferrer (718) 260–2528

E-mail news and arts releases to newsroom@cnglocal.com
E-mail calendar listings to calendar@cnglocal.com
E-mail nightlife listings to nightlife@cnglocal.com
To e-mail a staff member, use first initial last name @cnglocal.com

HOW TO 
 CONTACT 
THE PAPER

© Copyright 2017 Courier Life, Inc.  All Rights Reserved.

 Unsolicited submissions become the property of Courier Life, Inc. and 
may be used, copied, sublicensed, adapted, transmitted, distributed, 

publicly performed, published, displayed or deleted as Courier Life, Inc. 
sees fi t.  Unless otherwise agreed in writing, Courier Life, Inc. will not give 
any compensation, credit or notice of its use of unsolicited submissions.

PUBLISHER EMERITUS  Ed Weintrob

DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to 
present Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and the 
New York Daily News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Tuesday at 2:00 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-
out segments, can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH TUESDAY AT 2:00PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, and, 
of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn Paper 
radio is the only webcast where you’ll hear 
Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira Eisen-
berg, Andrew Dice Clay, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and two-time guest Borough 
President Eric Adams.

So tune in each week live Tuesdays at 2:00 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes, 
Stitcher, and Mixlr.

What the puck?: Hometown heroes the New York Islanders 
will try to snatch the puck from the New York Rangers, their 
hated rivals from the distant island of Manhattan, during their 
game on Feb. 16.
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COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER
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HOT & COLD ANTIPASTI
15 different items special to Carnevale

PASTA
choice of:

Lasagna Carnevale Santa Lucia

CARNE
choice of:

DESSERT
choice of:

Coffee or Tea

Saturday, February 18th & February 25th or Tuesday, February 28th 
– $60.00 p.p.  |  All other days – $50.00 p.p.

I t a l i a n  R e s t a u r a n t

1464 86th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11228
(Between 14th and 15th Avenues) 

718.236.9883
www.tommasoinbrooklyn.com

Open Valentine’s Day February 14th

Tommaso’s
Carnevale Menu
Friday, February 17th through 
Tuesday, February 28th

Continuous Entertainment! Operatic Arias, Folks Songs and Broadway Standards

7717 3rd Ave., Bay Ridge  GreenhouseCafe.com  Valet Parking

Appetizers
Zuppa De Mussels French Onion Soup Eggplant Rolletini Soup Du Jour

Grand Caesar Salad House Salad Fried Calamari Baked Clams Shrimp Cocktail

Entrées
Roast Loin Of Pork With Baconkraut and Bass Ale Gravy
Burger Deluxe Fresh Cut Fries, Bacon, Choice of Cheese

Boneless Chicken Breast Parmigiana or Francaise
Stuffed Rack Of Pork With Spinach and Gouda Cheese

Half Semi-Boneless Roasted Chicken  Fresh Herbs, Lemon, Roasted Shallots 
Shrimp Scampi Sautéed with White Wine, Lemon, Garlic, Butter  

Salmon Filet Cold Water Farm Raised, Broiled or Grilled 
Penne Ala Vodka With Grilled Chicken or Shrimp 

Boneless Shell Steak 14 oz. Topped with Garlic Herb Butter 
Filet Mignon Grilled 10oz

Rack Of Lamb Grilled Dijon Crusted 
Lobster Tails Twin 5oz Served With Drawn Butter 

Roasted Long Island Duck Orange or Strawberry Sauce 
Broiled Filet Of Sole  Seasoned with Garlic, Shallots, Lemon, White Wine

Broiled Tilapia Oreganata Topped with Seasoned Panko

All Entrees Served With Potato or Rice and Fresh Vegetables 

Desserts
Chocolate Mousse Brownie Overload  Apple Strudel
Chocolate Mousse Pie Cheesecake Ice Cream Sundae 
Tiramisu Chocolate Cheesecake Fresh Fruit Plate

COFFEE OR TEA

MAKE YOUR RESERVATION FOR

 Valentine’s Day
Mention this ad  for a chance to 

win a FREE Dinner for 2

718 -989 - 8952
This Valentine’s Day our 

Restaurant Week Menu A la Carte 
Menu will be served

Complete Lunch - 3 Courses $2900
From 11:30 am – 4 pm (Tax & Gratuity not included)

CELEBRATE New York City Restaurant Week
COMPLETE DINNER MENU

p.p.

$4200
p.p.

plus tax & gratuity

Honorees are being celebrated 
at the Gay City News Impact Awards Gala on March 30

To Get Your Tickets Today, Visit gaycitynews.nyc/impact
or Contact Jennifer Stern 

718-260-8302  or  jstern@cnglocal.com

The second annual Gay City News Impact Awards will recognize 
and celebrate outstanding contributions to New York City’s LGBTQ 

community, its progress, and its achievements

WON’T YOU JOIN US?

Post your congratulations message 
in the special keepsake issue 

pro�ling the honorees on March 30, 2017

Contact Amanda Tarley 
For More Information: 718-260-8340

amanda@gaycitynews.com

gaycitynews.nyc

By Caroline Spivack
Brooklyn Paper

T
he Muslim ban meets a Muslim band! 
A vibrant musical opening next week 
will give a singing, dancing spotlight 

to a young Muslim refugee, who flees So-
malia’s civil war and takes an epic jour-
ney along the lush east coast of Africa to 
Cape Town and ultimately to the United 
States. “A Man of Good Hope,” opening 
at the Brooklyn Academy of Music on 
Feb. 15, is a story riddled with loss and 
violence, but it is an uplifting testament 
to the human spirit that stands in defi-
ance of exclusionary politics, said one of 
the show’s producers. 

“It’s such a hopeful story,” said Joseph 
Melillo. “And given the backdrop of what’s 
going on now with our government, it 
shows how people of a different race, of 
a different religion can give us a differ-
ent understanding of happiness.”

Somalia is one of the seven Muslim-
majority countries included in Presi-
dent Trump’s recent immigration ban, 
which gives the production additional 
resonance, said Melillo. 

“It’s taken on a different kind of im-
portance than I anticipated,” said Melillo. 
“When I scheduled this Obama was still 
president. Now it certainly has signifi-
cance on a variety of levels.”

The musical, based on the book by Jonny 
Steinberg, follows the true story of Asad 
Abdullahi, who starts the show as an 8-year-
old refugee caught up in a civil war. Ab-
dullahi flees from one village to the next 
in pursuit of a better life, with four actors 
playing the role as he evolves into a bright 
teen, a budding entrepreneur, and a man 

marred by his war-torn experiences. 
His journey, which starts in Somalia 

and snakes down Africa’s east coast, is 
filled with a colorful cast of characters, 
as well as music that blends different Af-
rican rhythms on the marimba — a mal-
let-struck wooden xylophone. The beats 
capture the vibe of the countries that Ab-
dullahi travels through, said Melillo.

“The music drives the story. It creates 
that beautiful musical sound that we as-
sociate with South Africa,” he said. “The 
story is a great celebration of humanity and 
it’s all done through music and dancing 
and singing. It’s just a rich mix.”

The production uses simple, abstract 
staging to render its different locations, 
using free-standing, closed doors to rep-
resent country borders, and performers 
holding up tires and a steering wheel to 
create a truck. The show is unlike anything 
else in the borough, said Melillo.

“It’s about an exuberant story about 
hope — showing that it’s not just a theory, 
it’s a fact,” he said. “We knew we had to 
bring this to Brooklyn. There’s nothing 
like this in New York City today.”

“A Man of Good Hope” at BAM 
Howard Gilman Opera House [651 Ful-
ton St. between Rockwell and Ashland 
places in Fort Greene, www.bam.org]. 
Feb. 15–18 at 7:30 pm, Feb. 19 at 3 pm. 
$24–$80. 

Hope and borders
Musical follows Somali refugee’s journey

Dance break: Somalian refugee Asad Abdullahi meets a cast of colorful characters as he travels from Moga-
dishu to Cape Town, each of them dancing to music that represents the local culture.

K
ei

th
 P

at
ti

so
n

Look out: In “Man of Good Hope,” 
doors are used to represent the 
borders between countries, as 
Somalian refugee Asad Abdullahi 
flees his homeland.
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For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your 
local Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account.2 Get the 
complete access and control you desire with a competitive interest rate and banking on-the-go 
with our Flushing Bank Mobile3 app. 

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1. New money only. APY effective January 19, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot 
be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. 2. A Flushing Bank checking account 
with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance 
is $5,000. A checking account is not required for IRA accounts. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details. 3. Flushing Bank Mobile Banking is available to all Flushing Bank online 
banking users. Mobile carrier fees may apply. 

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

7-Month CD

1.10%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

13-Month CD

1.25%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.

petescandystore.com]. 
Feb. 14 at 7 pm. Free. 

Red rooms
Put on something red and 

sexy and head to Bushwick’s 
House of Yes for a kinky din-
ner and dance during the 
most romantic night of the 
year. The pre-dance dinner 
includes an “erotic fairy-tale 
themed three-course meal,” 
with wine, live music, and 
saucy aerial performers. Af-
ter dinner, you and your part-
ner can explore the venue’s 
bondage kink space, the roof-
top hot tub, and get tantric 
massages. And whether your 
are single, in a two-some, a 
threesome, or come with a 
whole posse, you can join the 
costume-mandatory “Story 
of Red” dance party start-
ing at 10 pm. 

Valentine’s Day: The Sto-
ry of Red at House of Yes (2 
Wyckoff Ave. at Jefferson 
Street in Bushwick, www.
houseofyes.org) Feb. 14. 
Dinner at 7 pm, dance par-
ty 10 pm–4 am. $40–$300. 

Book of love
Smart is sexy, so litera-

ture lovers should head to 
the Brooklyn Historical So-
ciety, which joins the Frank-
lin Park Reading Series for a 
discussion of writing and ro-
mance with two of the city’s 
hottest book-nerd couples: 
Brooklyn authors Isaac 
Fitzgerald and Alice Sola 
Kim, and writers Brendan 
Kiely and Jessie Chaffee. 

Literary Couples: A Val-
entine’s Day Reading and 
Discussion at Brooklyn 
Historical Society (128 Pier-
repont St. at Clinton streets 

in Brooklyn Heights, www.
brooklynhistory.org) Feb. 
14 at 7 pm. Free.

Eat your heart
The best Valentine’s Day 

present is chocolate, choco-
late, and more chocolate —  
with some cheesecake on the 
side! So reserve the most ro-
mantic night of the year for 
Junior’s Restaurant — the 
Brooklyn institution will offer 
special heart-shaped cheese-
cakes on Feb. 14, along with 
Valentine’s Day cupcakes and 
layer cakes.

Junior’s sweetheart-
shaped cheesecakes at 
Junior’s Restaurant [386 
Flatbush Ave. at Dekalb 
Avenue Downtown, www.
juniorscheesecake.com]. 
Feb. 14, 6:30 am–midnight. 

 
Beach wedding

What better time to get 
hitched than Valentine’s 
Day? Head to Coney Island 
to recite your vows, offici-
ated by unofficial mayor of 
Coney Island Dick Zigun! 
The $100 ceremony on the 
sideshow stage will be fol-
lowed Princess Pat Muko’s 
“Seventh Annual Valentine’s 
Day for Lovers and Losers: 
An Exotic Burlesque, Side-
show, Freakshow,” a short 
play with colorful and ex-
otic costumes and a series 
of sexy and death-defying 
acts. And if you come alone, 
there’s still time to find love 
at the Freak Bar! 

Valentine Day for Lovers 
and Losers: An Exotic Bur-
lesque, Sideshow, Freak-
show at Sideshows by the 
Seashore [1208 Surf Ave. 
at W. 12th Street in Coney 
Island, www.coneyisland.
com]. Feb. 14 at 9 pm. $20 
($15 in advance). $100 wed-
dings (contact dzigun@co-
neyisland.com). 

who hate their bodies! $10. 
8 pm. The Annoyance The-
atre [367 Bedford Ave. at 
S. Fifth Street in Williams-
burg, (718) 569–7810], www.
theannoyancenewyork.com. 

MUSIC, THE CHRIS BERGSON 
BAND: The blues band 
plays a benefi t for the Camp 
Brooklyn Fund, which helps 
low-income kids attend 
summer camp. $25 ($10 
teens, kids free). 8 pm. East 
Midwood Jewish Center 
(1625 Ocean Ave. between 
Avenues K and L in Mid-
wood), www.emjc.org. 

DANCE, BAX UPSTART FES-
TIVAL: 8 pm. See Friday, 
Feb. 10. 

THEATER, “HAIR”: 8 pm. See 
Friday, Feb. 10. 

MUSIC, LOREN CONNORS, 
ISOBEL SOLLENBERGER, 
STEVE DALACHINSKY: An 
evening of guitar, fl ute and 
poetry. $15 ($12 in advance). 
8 pm. Issue Project Room 
[22 Boerum Pl. at Livings-
ton Street in Downtown, 
(718) 330–0313], www.is-
sueprojectroom.org. 

MUSIC, AN EVENING OF 
JAZZ AND POETRY: One 
Breath Rising presents 
drummer Reggie NIcholson 
and poet Gary Johnston. 
$15. 8 pm. South Oxford 
Space [138 S. Oxford St. 
between Hanson Place 
and Atlantic Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (212) 532–4704], 
www.onebreathrising.org. 

COMEDY, “THE MESSY 
SHOW”: A comedy vari-
ety show in which the only 
requirement is for each 
performer is to make a 
complete and utter mess on 
stage! The show will feature 
performances by a mix of 
sketch, improv, and standup 
acts. $10. 8 pm. Superchief 
Gallery (1628 Jefferson Ave 
between Wyckoff and Cy-
press avenues in Bushwick), 
www.facebook.com/soap-
comedy. 

THE CHAMPAGNE RIOT: 
A supper club celebra-
tion of jazz, burlesque and 
vaudeville, with band Jesse 
Gelber and the Rounders 
and host Dandy Wellington. 
$25 ($20 in advance). 10 
pm. Guadalupe Inn [1 Knick-
erbocker Ave. at Johnson 
Avenue in Bushwick, (718) 
366–0500], guadalupein-
nbk.com. 

SUN, FEB. 12
MUSIC, THE METRO CHAM-

BER ORCHESTRA: A collec-
tion of classical and modern 
works. $30. 3 pm. Brooklyn 
Music School Playhouse [126 
St. Felix St. between Lafay-
ette Avenue and Hanson 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
638–5660], brooklynmusic-
school.org. 

MUSIC, “FOR JOHN CAGE”: 
Joseph Houston and Aisha 
Orazbayeva perform the 

almost-silent 75-minute 
piece. $20. 8 pm. Roulette 
[509 Atlantic Ave. at Third 
Avenue in Boerum Hill, (917) 
267–0363], www.roulette.
org. 

THEATER, “YOUR LOVE, OUR 
MUSICAL” VALENTINE’S 
DAY SHOW: Two musical 
improvisers create a musical 
based on the love story of a 
couple in the audience. $15. 
8 pm. Bell House [149 Sev-
enth St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643–6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 

MARKET, GREENPOINTERS 
OLD-TIMEY VALENTINE’S 
MARKET: Enjoy Prohibition-
era cocktails and vintage 
jazz tunes while shopping 
for yourself, your friends, 
or your beloved. Free. 1–7 
pm. Greenpoint Loft (67 
West St. at Noble Street in 
Greenpoint). 

NAMASTUY HEALING COL-
LECTIVE GRAND OPEN-
ING: The yoga studio opens 
up with mimosas, commu-
nity building, and the unveil-
ing of the painting exhibit 
“Asana” by Luciano Fon-
tanez. Free. 3–7 pm. Na-
mastuy Healing Collective 
[325 Lewis Ave. between 
Jefferson Avenue and 
Hancock Street in Bedford-
Stuyvesant, (718) 395–7520], 
www.namastuypress.com. 

MON, FEB. 13
DANCE, “UNDER THE TAN-

GLE”: An original dance-
play for the whole family, 
this story follows an ado-
lescent girl who becomes 
ensnarled in a labyrinth 
after the sudden loss of her 
parents. Tickets start at $20. 
11 am. Gelsey Kirkland Arts 
Center [29 Jay St. between 
John and Plymouth streets 
in Dumbo, (212) 715–1914], 
treehouseshakers.com. 

TALK, NEW YORKERS FOR 
PARKS: The Park group 
introduces its new director 
and asks for ideas on how 
to improve city parks. Free. 
6 pm. St. Francis College 
[180 Remsen St. between 
Court and Clinton streets 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
489–5200], www.sfc.edu. 

READING, ELLEN UMAN-
SKY: The author reads from 
her novel “The Fortunate 
Ones,” about two very dif-
ferent women separated by 
generations but struggling 
with similar demons. Free. 
7–9 pm. PowerHouse Arena 
[28 Adams St. at Water 
Street in Dumbo, (718) 666–
3049], www.powerhouse-
arena.com. 

COMEDY, SIDE PONYTAIL: 
The Monday night comedy 
show welcomes Subhah 
Agarwal, Christi Chiello, 
Adam Sokol, and Jason 
Melton. Free. 7 pm. Friends 
and Lovers (641 Classon 
Ave. between Dean and 
Pacifi c streets in Crown 
Heights). 

READING, FRANKLIN PARK 
READING SERIES: Hugo-
winning science fi ction 
author N.K. Jemisin reads 

with novelists Kaitlyn Green-
ridge, Marcy Dermansky, 
and Jonathan Lee and poet 
Tony Iantosca. Free. 8 pm. 
Franklin Park (618 St. Johns 
Pl. between Classon and 
Franklin avenues. in Crown 
Heights), franklinparkbrook-
lyn.com. 

TUES, FEB. 14
MUSIC, THE SMITHS AND 

MORRISSEY TRIBUTE 
SHOW: Smiths cover band 
The Sons and Heirs per-
forms. $18 ($15 in advance). 
8 pm. Bell House [149 Sev-
enth St. at Third Avenue in 
Gowanus, (718) 643–6510], 
www.thebellhouseny.com. 

JUKEBOX BINGO: A combi-
nation of bingo and music 
trivia, with a little bit of 
karaoke. Winners get free 
tickets to shows and events. 
Free. 8 pm. Henri’s Back-
yard (256 Fourth Ave. be-
tween President and Carroll 
streets in Park Slope). 

WED, FEB. 15
TALK, UNDERSTANDING 

DEMENTIA FOR CAREGIV-
ERS: Leading experts in 
Alzheimer’s and dementia 
care provide helpful infor-
mation about the disease 
and introduce caregivers to 
the resources and services. 
RSVP required. Free. 1 pm. 
Heights and Hills [57 Wil-
loughby St. at Lawrence 
Street in Downtown, (646) 
744–2900], www.caring-
kindnyc.org. 

TALK, GEORGE SAUNDERS: 
The author discusses 
his novel, “Lincoln in the 
Bardo.” $35. 7 pm. Congre-
gation Beth Elohim [Eighth 
Ave. and Garfi eld Place in 
Park Slope, (718) 768–384], 
www.congregationbethelo-
him.org. 

THEATER, “ESCAPED 
ALONE”: In this comically 
black look at catastrophe, 

four women chat in a sunny 
backyard, while being 
interrupted by reports of 
bizarre disasters. Tickets 
start at $30. 7:30 pm. BAM 
Harvey Theater [651 Fulton 
St. at Rockwell Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636–4100], 
www.bam.org. 

NIGHTLIFE, “ROMEO + JU-
LIET”: An immersive screen-
ing of the Baz Luhrman fi lm, 
with a full cast of dancers 
and aerialists bringing the 
fi lm to life. $15. 8 pm. House 
of Yes (2 Wyckoff Ave. at 
Jefferson Street in Bush-
wick), www.houseofyes.org. 

DANCE, NEW MOVEMENT 
SERIES: A four-day festival 
of artists presenting experi-
mental work in dance and 
choreography. $20. 8 pm. 
Roulette [509 Atlantic Ave. 
at Third Avenue in Boerum 
Hill, (917) 267–0363], www.
roulette.org. 

COMEDY, COMEDIANS YOU 
SHOULD KNOW: This 
week features the Reformed 
Whores, Mike Recine,, 
Damien Lemon, and more! 
Hosted by Saurin Choksi. 
$5. 9 pm. The Gutter [200 
N. 14th St. between Berry 
Street and Wythe Avenue 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
387–3585], www.thegutter-
brooklyn.com. 

THURS, FEB. 16
TALK, “THY SWEETEST NEC-

TAR”: An examination of 
the 19th century love letters 
of Jane Schenk and Ralph 
Malbone, who wrote to 
each in secret for more than 
fi ve years. $20. 6 pm. Brook-
lyn Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington Av-
enue in Prospect Heights, 
(718) 638–5000], www.
brooklynmuseum.org. 

TALK, AFFORDABLE HOUS-
ING INFORMATION 
SESSION: Housing lot-
tery open to households 
making between $20,126 
and $173,415, for a place 

at 38 Sixth Avenue. RSVP 
to 38sixthavenue@mutual-
housingny.org. Free. 6:30 
pm. Pfi zer Auditorium at 
NYU School of Engineer-
ing [5 Metrotech Center 
between Jay Street and 
Flatbush Avenue in Down-
town, (718) 246–8080 x245], 
38sixth.com. 

READING, JULIE PENNELL: 
The author of “The Young 
Wives Club,” reads from her 
book about four friends. 
Free. 7–9 pm. PowerHouse 
Arena [28 Adams St. at 
Water Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 666–3049], www.pow-
erhousearena.com. 

READING, ELSBETH PAN-
CRAZI BOOK LAUNCH: 
The poet reads from her 
collection “Full Body Plea-
sure Suit.” Free. 7 pm. A 
Public Space [323 Dean St. 
between Third and Fourth 
avenues in Boerum Hill, 
(718) 858–8067], apublics-
pace.org. 

COMEDY, THE RANGER 
ZONE: A monthly comedy 
and poetry variety show 
Hosted by the Ranger twins. 
Free. 7 pm. Branded Sa-
loon [603 Vanderbilt Ave. at 
Bergen Street in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 484–8704], 
www.brandedsaloon.com. 

COMEDY, LITERATI: A night of 
comedians in character per-
forming hilarious readings. 
$10 ($8 in advance). 7:30 
pm. Union Hall [702 Union 
St. at Fifth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

ART, MARIO DE VEGA AND 
CECILIA LOPEZ: The two 
sound artists each create an 
installation at Issue Project 
Room. $15. 8 pm. Issue Proj-
ect Room [22 Boerum Pl. at 
Livingston Street in Down-
town, (718) 330–0313], 
www.issueprojectroom.org. 

MUSIC, NEW ORLEANS 
SUSPECTS, BONERAMA: 
$25–$45. 8 pm. The Hall 
at MP [470 Driggs Ave. be-
tween N. 10th and N. 11th 

streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 387–4001], thehall-
brooklyn.com.

FRI, FEB. 17
TOUR, “BROOKLYN NAVY 

YARD — INSIDE INDUS-
TRY TOURS”: Tour some 
of the 330 businesses in 
the thriving industrial park. 
With visits to woodworking 
shops, spacesuit makers, 
and the new technology 
center. $20. 9:30 am. Brook-
lyn Navy Yard Center at 
BLDG 92 (63 Flushing Ave at 
Carlton Avenue in Vinegar 
Hill), www.bldg92.org. 

READING, “POEMS ABOUT 
MY RIGHTS (WE WILL NOT 
GO SILENTLY)”: A spoken 
word and poetry event 
presented by Willow Arts 
Alliance. 6–8 pm. Leisure 
Life NYC [559 Myrtle Ave 
at Emerson Place in Clinton 
Hill, (347) 725–3167], www.
leisurelifenyc.com. 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
OF BLACK MILITARY 
WOMEN: The group’s 
newly formed Brooklyn 
Chapter welcomes new 
members to its meeting. 
Free. 6:30 pm. (665 Wil-
loughby Ave. between 
Throop Avenue and Marcus 
Garvey Boulevard in Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant). 

SAT, FEB. 18
DANCE, SWORD DANCE 

FESTIVAL AT PARK SLOPE 
LIBRARY: Family-friendly 
free performances of 
traditional English sword 
dancing, performed to live 
music. Free. 1 pm. Park 
Slope Library (431 Sixth 
Ave. at Ninth Street in Park 
Slope), www.halfmoon-
sword.org. 

THEATER, “BROKEN BONE 
BATHTUB – BUSHWICK”: 
An immersive one-person 
play that takes place inside 
a bathtub—in an actual 
home. $35. 7 pm and 9 pm. 
Location available upon res-
ervation. 

MUSIC, THE SHIVERS, MAX 
JURY, ASHNI AND BEN 
TALMI: $15. 7 pm. Music 
Hall of Williamsburg [66 
N. Sixth St. between Kent 
and Wythe avenues in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 486–5400], 
www.musichallofwilliams-
burg.com. 

MUSIC, DAVE CLIVE’S NAW-
LINS FUNK BAND: The 
Sheepshead Bay band will 
play New Orleans party 
music and toss free beads 
to the crowd. Free. 8 pm–
midnight. Legends Bar and 
Grill (2128 Flatbush Ave. 
at Quentin Road in Marine 
Park). 

MUSIC, MOON HOOCH, 
HONEYCOMB: $17 ($15 in 
advance). 9 pm. Brooklyn 
Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. be-
tween N. 11th and N. 12th 
streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 963–3369], www.
brooklynbowl.com. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 6

Saucy sideshow: Dick Zigun, left, with Princess 
Pat and Amanda Jencsik, who will present “Valen-
tine’s Day for Lovers and Losers” at Coney Island’s 
Sideshows by the Seashore.
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LOVE...
Continued from page 5The stars are out: When the New York Sword Dancing Festival comes to the 

Park Slope library on Feb. 18, a team of dancers will demonstrate their skill at 
weaving flexible swords into a six-pointed star.
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Approximately 10 percent of Americans are ex-
pected to develop kidney stones over the course 
of their lives. Kidney stones are solid masses of 
tiny crystals that can form when substances in 
the urine become highly concentrated. A kidney 
stone sometimes passes through the body with 
little or no discomfort, but if it becomes lodged in 
the urinary tract, blocking the flow of urine, the 
pain that results in the back or lower abdomen 
can be excruciating. Fortunately, in recent years 
techniques have been developed that make elimi-
nating kidney stones easier.

Kidney stones are most commonly formed by 
calcium and oxalate, two minerals found in com-
monly eaten foods. Calcium, which is essential for 
bone and cardiovascular health, is present in a vari-
ety of dairy products and vegetables. Oxalate can 
be found in foods including beets, spinach, rhu-
barb, chocolate and nut butters. Although many 
of these foods are generally healthy, a buildup 
over time of excessive oxalate and calcium – usu-
ally due to the consumption of calcium dietary 
supplements – and paired with a consistent lack 
of hydration, can result in the formation of kidney 
stones. To prevent the formation of kidney stones, 
it is important to be conscious of diet and hydra-
tion. Some people are genetically predisposed to 
kidney stones, so awareness of family medical his-
tory is crucial.

“The best way to prevent kidney stones is to 
stay hydrated. That means drinking at least eight 
8-ounce glasses of water a day,” said Ivan Grun-
berger, M.D., chief of urology at NewYork-Presby-
terian Brooklyn Methodist Hospital. “Consump-
tion of foods high in citric acid, such as oranges, 
grapefruits and lemons, can also prevent stones 
from forming,”

If a kidney stone does form, a person may not 
be aware of it until the urinary tract is blocked, 
causing intense pain in the lower back. Other 
symptoms include urine that is bloody or cloudy, 
nausea and stomach pain. A stone can be diag-
nosed by a urologist, who will collect a patient’s 
medical history, do a physical examination and 
then perform an imaging test such as an ultra-
sound, CT (computed tomography) scan or x-ray. 
Once a stone is diagnosed, a urologist can deter-
mine the best course of treatment depending on 
the size and location of the stone.

Stones that are less than five millimeters wide 

can often be passed through the urinary tract 
with the help of medication that relaxes the ure-
ter, the tube between the kidney and the bladder. 
If a stone is too large to pass, but still less than 
1.5 centimeters and located in the kidney, shock 
wave lithotripsy is a non-invasive treatment that 
can be employed to destroy the stone. This treat-
ment uses targeted shockwaves from outside of 
the body that break the stone into smaller frag-
ments that can be passed. If the stone cannot be 
targeted by shockwaves because it is stuck in the 
ureter, a urologist can perform a ureteroscopy, 
another non-invasive technique. A ureteroscopy 
entails routing a small tube that contains a power-
ful laser through the urinary tract up to the ureter. 
The laser then uses the “stone dusting” technique 
to blast the stone into tiny particles. For exception-
ally large stones, minimally invasive surgery can be 
performed to remove the stone. Following any of 
these treatments, the stone or stone particles are 
analyzed to determine their composition, which 
can help urologists determine the best course of 
treatment for preventing further stones.

“Just a few decades ago, kidney stones often 
required open surgery,” said Dr. Grunberger. 
“Now, we have state-of-the-art technologies that 
allow for easy, often non-invasive ways to get rid 
of stones just as effectively, with greater comfort 
for the patient.”

To schedule an appointment with a urologist at 
NewYork-Presbyterian Brooklyn Methodist Hospital, 
call 718-230-7788, or go to NYP.org/brooklyn and 
search “Urology Brooklyn.”

Ivan Grunberger, M.D., chief of urology at NewYork-
Presbyterian Brooklyn Methodist Hospital, performs an 
ultrasound to detect kidney stones in a patient.

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

They feel the need — the 
need to monitor speed!

An anti-car activist group 
is deploying members armed 
with radar guns to Prospect 
Park to hunt for speeding mo-
torists in an effort to convince 
the city to nix all cars from 
Brooklyn’s Backyard, accord-
ing to the organization’s head 
honcho.

“We want to uncover how 
bad the problem is and further 
evidence that the park should 
be car-free,” said Transporta-
tion Alternatives executive di-
rector Paul Steely White.

 Mayor DeBlasio outlawed 
driving on the park’s Ditmas 
Park-bound West Drive in 
2015 , but stopped short of 
banning cars from the green 
space altogether, with Pros-
pect-Heights-bound motorists 
still allowed on East Drive be-
tween 7 and 9 am on week-
days and holidays.

Now Councilman Mathieu 
Eugene (D–Prospect-Lefferts 
Gardens) is working on a plan 
to oust those vehicles as well, 
and Steely White is hoping to 
give him the data he needs to 
prove once and for all that the 
drivers are a menace to the 
pedestrians, cyclists, joggers, 
and horse riders who also use 
the road.  

Not only do park-using 
rev-heads regularly blow the 
25-miles-per hour speed limit, 
the bike-booster claims, they 
frequently hit East Drive be-
fore its legal 7 am opening.

Radars of the lost park
Activists tracking car speeds in Prospect Park’s roads

Steely-White took a radar 
gun down there on Thursday 
between 6:45 and 7:45 am, 
where he says he clocked 10 
drivers going at least 10 miles 
above the speed limit, and 21 
motorists putting unsuspect-
ing bipedal commuters in dan-
ger by driving in the park be-
fore 7 am.

“It’s more dangerous be-
cause park users aren’t ex-
pecting cars at those hours,” 
said White. “It really catches 
people unaware and lulls us-
ers into a false sense of se-
curity.” 

But nixing traffic on East 

Drive would be not so easy 
as it was on the West, says 
a Department of Transpor-
tation spokeswoman. 

East Drive is more heavily 
trafficked — in 2013, around 
418 vehicles per hour used the 
road, versus 233 on West Drive 
— and it would be tougher to 
divert onto alternative roads 
nearby, which are already busy 
enough and the sites of fre-
quent car crashes, she said.

But park-lovers say West 
Drive’s lower traffic was a 
result of many years of ac-
tivism from the Park Slope 
side of the meadow.

Transportation Alternatives executive director Paul Steely White clocks a mo-
torist going 12 miles-per-hour over the speed limit on Prospect Park’s East 
Drive on Feb. 2.
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“Over a number of years, 
there were many things that 
happened that slowly ramped 
down the demand on the West 
Drive,” said local resident Seth 
Kaplan, founder of park advo-
cacy group Parks4us. “That’s 
to the credit of the commu-
nity there and the elected of-
ficials, but it’s a self fulfill-
ing prophecy, because when 
they looked at the data and 
DeBlasio said they want to 
close West Drive to car traf-
fic, there was a lot less de-
mand.”

Many Prospect-Lefferts 
Gardens residents are now 
eager to see similar results 
on their side of the park, he 
said.

“This community defi-
nitely does want to see re-
duced or no traffic,” he said. 
“It’s a park, not a highway.”

Some residents say the no-
tion is so popular locally, they 
have a hard time even imagin-
ing motorists objecting.

“No parent, biker, jogger, 
or park-lover I know is against 
this,” said local  blogger  Tim 
Thomas. “You’d have to be 
kind of selfish to demand the 
right to drive in a public park, 
you know?”

By Caroline Spivack
Brooklyn Paper

They’re praying for a mir-
acle.

Parents and students are 
scrambling to find a modestly 
priced Catholic school since 
the Diocese of Brooklyn an-
nounced last month that it will 
shutter Sunset Park’s St. Ag-
atha School after nearly 100 
years due to dwindling enroll-

ment and a lack of money. 
The academy’s modest tu-

ition is a boon to low-income 
families in the nabe seek-
ing a faith-based education, 
and it would be a real sin if 
it closed, according to one fac-
ulty member.

 “There is only one other 
Catholic school in the neigh-
borhood, and for some of 
the families, it just costs too 

much,” said a school worker 
who asked to remain anon-
ymous because she did not 
have permission to speak 
to the press. “It’s cruel for 
the diocese to make this an-
nouncement now, because 
it’s the middle of the school 
year. It came as a shock to 
all of us.”

The school will close on 
June 30.

St. Agatha to close
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ated a group called Trees Not 
Trucks to combat commer-
cial trucking traffic caused 
by the one-way toll.

But ramming the change 
through Congress is more 
difficult than it seems, be-
cause it needs to be tacked 
onto more substantial trans-
portation legislation, which 
didn’t materialize during the 

Continued from page 1

TOLL... ple asked if it is possible to 
urge President Trump to sin-
gle out the memorial as a na-
tional monument if the study 
doesn’t work out. 

The reps danced around 
the question and merely told 
them that the proclamation 
process is usually a “grass-
roots process.” 

But residents might soon 
find themselves writing to the 
White House, anyway — the 
parks service has conducted 
32 studies into potential na-

tional parks at the request of 
Congress since 2009, and not 
a single one has resulted in 
a new designation, accord-
ing to spokeswoman Ellen 
Carlson. 

The Fort Greene study is 
expected to take 18 months 
if all of the criteria is eval-
uated, and could then sit in 
Congress for another year or 
two before lawmakers decide 
what to do next, according 
to Jones. 

You can follow the study’s 
progress at parkplanning.
nps.gov/prisonship. 

Continued from page 1

MARTYRS...

I’ve never felt 
stronger.

500+ miles. 7 days.
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t seems like arguing — 
screaming, shouting or 
at the very least, extreme 

eye-rolling — is right up there 
with eating breakfast these 
days. Wake up, brush your 
teeth, glance at the latest news 
and … explode!

Jeanne Johnson was sick 
of it.

Johnson is a mom of two 
in Ridgewood, New Jersey, 
and a local activist. A few 
years back, she got the city 
to make its crosswalks more 
obvious to encourage kids to 
walk — and cars to stop. Last 
week she wanted to encour-
age something else to stop: 
The demonization of every-
one who voted for someone 
other than the someone you 
voted for. So to a local social 
hall she invited Guy Benson, a 
conservative author, Julie Ro-
ginsky, a Democratic strate-
gist, and Kennedy, the mor-
dantly hilarious libertarian 
who has a show on Fox Busi-
ness. In fact, all three are on 
Fox all the time, often spar-
ring, but also always happy 
to see each other.

That’s what Johnson wanted 
her fellow citizens to witness 
with their own eyes: You can 
disagree with someone’s poli-
tics, even vehemently, and not 
despise them as humans. 

As crazy as that sounds. 
Kennedy moderated the 

chat by asking the kind of 
questions that can stop a, 
broadcast in mid-air. For in-
stance, she wondered, was 
there ever a time when ei-
ther of her guests realized 
the other side was not evil 
incarnate?

Roginsky recalled a time 

back in college when she and 
her fellow feminists took a 
bus to a Rhode Island abor-
tion clinic, where nuns and 
priests were protesting out-
side. As Roginsky and her 
retinue shouted, “Keep your 
rosaries off our ovaries!” she 
looked at the clergy, fervently 
praying, and suddenly it hit 
her: These folks weren’t there 
to be judgmental jerks. They 
had come because they truly 
believe that a fetus is a life 
that must be saved. For them, 
blocking the clinic was no 
different from grabbing the 
gun from some nut holding 
a hostage. To this day, Ro-
ginsky remains adamantly 
pro-choice. But instead of 
seeing pro-life supporters as 
bad people, she seems them 
as people.

For his part, Benson flashed 
back on 2009, when Obama 
was sworn into office on a 
wave of Democratic eupho-
ria. Conservatives were beside 
themselves: Here was a Pres-
ident who would pass every 
piece of liberal legislation this 
side of Sweden. The Repub-
licans were on the outs, per-
haps never to rise again. 

So Benson said, smirk-free, 
he truly empathizes with what 
Democrats are feeling now. 
He  obviously doesn’t share 
their dismay (although he 

Stop hating the other side

didn’t sound very happy about 
Trump). But he gave a know-
ing nod to the people who, 
well, that’s just the thing. The 
room was filled with ardent 
Democrats and Republicans, 
and probably some libertar-
ians besides just Kennedy. 
And you couldn’t tell who 
was who.

For Johnson, that was the 
point. 

“Those [feuding] people 
ended up having to sit at the 
same tables together,” she 
said. She’d deliberately cho-
sen round tables, so every-
one would be looking at ev-
eryone else, and purple table 
cloths. Not red. Not blue. Pur-
ple. The cookies for the event 
were iced in purple frosting, 
“Together.” Cookies are al-
ways an ice breaker.

And so was this event. 
Up on stage, Roginsky and 
Benson were discussing 
free speech. They’d just got-
ten word about the unrest 
— riots? — at the Univer-
sity of California Berkeley, 
where masked agitators had 
caused $100,000 in damage as 
they protested a speech to be 
given by the right-wing agita-

tor Milo Yiannopoulos. Ro-
ginsky was appalled. She is 
hardly a fan of Yiannopou-
los, but free speech wins, she 
said. “Always.” 

For his part, Benson was 
ready with some good advice 
for the Democrats. “If every-
thing is an outrage, nothing is.” 
In other words, if the left re-
jects absolutely everyone and 
everything Trump proposes, 
their message will get tuned 
out. Pick your battles, he ad-
vised, to  get more traction. 

How did the two opposites 
manage to stay friends through 
this election and post-election 
season? The same way they 
handle the Twitter taunts that 
come their way. The trick is 
to “listen generously,” said 
Benson. Don’t assume the 
person who didn’t vote your 
way chose the other candidate 
out of bigotry, stupidity, or cal-
umny. Assume they had their 
varied reasons, just like you 
had yours. Give folks the ben-
efit of the doubt.

By the end of the night, 
said Johnson, she thought she 
saw that happening. “I know 
how contentious things were, 
or are, in our community — 
horrible. Just like we’re see-
ing on the national stage.” But 
afterward the event, the audi-
ence hung around for almost 
an hour, talking, laughing, and 
eating those cookies. 

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker, author of the 
book and blog Free-Range 
Kids, and a contributor at 
Reason.com. 

By Lenore Skenazy

two-year window, according 
to Nadler’s district director 
Robert Gottheim.

But with the new toll tech-
nology and President Trump 
championing new highway 
infrastructure programs, Na-
dler sees both the will and a 
way to realize a two-way toll 
on the Verrazano on the ho-
rizon, Gottheim said.

“Looking forward, there’s 
a strong chance this can be 
done,” he said.

Cuomo’s office did not re-
turn requests for comment.
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Sunday, March 19th
10am – 4pm
Kingsway Events Center
2902 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(Between E. 29th St. & Nostrand Ave.)

NYC ELDER CARE

senior health & planningExpo & Conference
2017

SAVEdate
the

Register to attend for FREE at
https://eldercareexpo. eventbrite.com
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Refreshments

Over 
60 Booths
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To 
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SPONSORS
as of Jan. 24, 2017

If you would like to exhibit, sponsor or conduct 
a seminar call Ralph D’Onofrio 

at 718-260-2510 
or email rdonofrio@cnglocal.com

I love raising my kids in 
New York City because 
they learn firsthand not 

to fear people different from 
themselves.

New York City is the 
place where the 24-hour deli 
across the street from us is 
owned by a wonderful Ye-
meni man, Alex, and staffed 
by his nephew Mo and other 
young gentlemen who greet 
me warmly as I stumble in 
early to get emergency milk 
and eggs and cereal for my 
kids’ breakfast. My kids stop 
in for their Cheetos and Dor-
itos. We are grateful for the 
convenience and for their 

smiling, friendly faces.
New York City is the place 

where my Caribbean babysit-
ter, Jackie, taught me so much 
about staying calm and re-
laxed with the kids, about how 
they had the resilience to be a 
bit independent instead of be-
ing watched like hawks. She 
gathered together with other 
babysitters and their charges 
and built a support network, 
which I admired greatly.

New York City is the place 
where I’ve made the best of 
friendships with people from 
Lebanon and Australia and 
Korea and Mexico and Eng-
land and France and Italy and 

Greece and Spain and Pak-
istan and from all over the 
United States. I have learned 
so much about foreign foods 
and culture from these friends, 
about how I like people from 
anywhere.

New York City is the place 
where my older son is the mi-
nority as a half-Jewish white 
male in a high school primar-
ily populated with Asians, 
many from China, who move 
to the country to give their 
children a top American ed-
ucation. Parents who speak 
Mandarin and English both 
are much sought after as vol-
unteer translators. The bene-

fit, held in Chinatown, fea-
tures delicious traditional 
Chinese food.

New York City is the 
place where I discovered a 
band called the Brooklyn 
Gypsies, made up of musi-
cians from Spain and Italy 
and New Jersey and Massa-

chusetts and Japan. Listen-
ing to them at Nublu, a bar in 
the East Village owned by a 
Swedish-Turkish man, I made 
friends with a group of guys 
from a Moroccan gnawa band, 
a fascinating mix of Muslim 
gentlemen who perform their 
trance music often at Barbes, 

near my house.
I am not afraid of people 

because of their race, religion, 
or skin color. My children are 
not afraid either. And since we 
have so many positive asso-
ciations with people from so 
many places, it makes traveling 
abroad so much more exciting. 
A few years ago, we visited a 
friend living in Guatemala and 
the boys got into a boat with a 
local Mayan fisherman who 
spoke no English. 

“How do you say ‘This is 
fun’ in Spanish?” my older 
son yelled across Lake Atit-
lan to me, in my own crude 
wooden boat, as I fished with 

a string. There was no fear 
there, only joy and curiosity. 
Same on other trips, includ-
ing last summer’s home ex-
changes with families in Swit-
zerland and Italy where they 
entrusted us with their homes 
and cars and pets and we en-
trusted them with ours.

It is easy to be scared of 
things you don’t know, of peo-
ple whose “kind” you have 
seen or heard vilified in the 
news and in movies and on 
television. It is easy to let oth-
ers tell you about people rather 
than get to know them your-
self. But there is no substitu-
tion for building friendships 

with people, and understand-
ing that you are more similar 
than different, and that you 
are able to bond over the same 
issues that you face in your 
lives, with your families. 

Right now I feel grateful 
that I have been able to offer 
my kids a strong antidote to 
fear and animosity toward oth-
ers: feelings of love, offered 
firsthand, from people who 
may look or speak differently, 
whose customs might differ, 
but whose hearts we know 
beat with the same regular-
ity as our own.

And we learned it all right 
here in Brooklyn.

Brooklyn melting pot teaches us to love, not fear
Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

By Sharif Hassan
for Brooklyn Paper

Two Brooklynites who had 
been stranded abroad by Pres-
ident Trump’s travel ban are 
now back safe and sound in 
Kings County.

 Iranian Prospect-Lefferts 
Gardens student Saira Rafiee  
and  Sudanese Crown Heights 
doctor Dr. Kamal Fadlalla  
were able to board flights back 
to the U.S. this week, where 
they were greeted at the air-
port by delighted friends and 
co-workers who had been ral-
lying for their return. 

“We fought for her,” said 
Barbara Bowen a faculty union 
leader at the City University 
of New York, where Rafiee 
is a student. “We are thrilled 
to have her back.”

Both Rafiee and Fadlalla 
were forbidden from boarding 
planes back to the U.S. while 
visiting their families in their 
homelands, after Trump signed 
an executive order on Jan. 27 
banning citizens of seven Mus-
lim-majority countries from 
entering the U.S. 

But  a federal judge tem-
porarily blocked the ban last 
Friday , allowing them to re-
turn.

Fadlalla is a second-year 
resident in internal medicine 
at Interfaith Medical Center 
in Crown Heights here on a 
work visa, while Rafiee is on 
a student visa while she works 
towards her PhD in political 
science at the City Univer-
sity of New York’s Gradu-
ate Center. 

They’re back!
Two Brooklynites return 
after travel ban is blocked

Saira Rafiee and Dr. Kamal Fadlalla are home!
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By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

It’s a neighborhood, by 
Georgetown! 

When a new Fairway Mar-
ket opened on Ralph Avenue 
in place called “Georgetown,” 
many Downtown Brook-
lynites  were perplexed that 
such a neighborhood exists 
in the County of Kings .

But it does, and it’s hotter 
than ever!

In fact, shortly after the 
 popular food market moved 
in , the cable network Cold War 
spy drama “The Americans” 
began filming along the neigh-
borhood’s main drag — the 
awesomely named Ralph Av-
enue. And — you guessed it 

Georgetown on my mind
With new supermarket, sleepy neighborhoood suddenly booming

many people know that there’s 
a community called George-
town,” he said. 

Of course, that can’t be 
said for the people who live 
here, can it?

“Obviously if you live in the 
local area, people know about 
Georgetown,” he said. “They 
know about the general area, 
but don’t necessarily know that 
it’s called Georgetown.”

Okay, maybe not.
So if the Fairway brought 

one thing, it’s recognition, and 
while Downtowners probably 
won’t be heading out here to 
shop, at least they now know 
it exists.

“Sometimes it’s good not to 
be that well-known, but you 
also don’t want to be forgotten 
about by the city,” Diamond 
said. “But if people wanted 
to move here, if they found 
out about it and wanted to be 
close to Fairway and not near 
a train and the hustle of bustle 
of the city, I would be perfectly 
okay with that too.”

Georgetown is nestled between Bergen Beach, 
Flatlands, and Paerdegat Basin.
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A VISITORS’ GUIDE
By Alexandra Simon
Brooklyn Paper

I’m gonna let you in on a lit-
tle real-estate secret. You ready? 
One word: “Georgetown.”

Last month Fairway opened its 
second Brooklyn market in the 
little-known nabe, and now it’s 
the talk of town as the 95 per-
cent of Brooklynites contemplate 
just where the heck Georgetown 

is — and how to cash in on its 
newfound cachet. Well, having 
lived in nearby Old Mill Basin 
for more than a decade, let me 
be your guide.

How to get there: Getting to 
Georgetown is easy — if you have a 
car. Like much of that area, it is not 
served by subway lines. The best 
way is to take the C train to Ralph 
Avenue and hop on the B47.

— a Five Guys Burgers and 
Fries is on the way.

Sure, Georgetown doesn’t 
have a subway or a hippy dippy 
Whole Foods (yet), but resi-
dents who have lived in the 
suburban enclave for years say 
they love everything about the 
place they call home — es-
pecially their ability to get 
around without having to 
swipe a MetroCard.

“There’s driveways, that’s 
very rare to see,” said Adam 
Diamond, the president of the 
Georgetown Civic Associa-
tion. “There’s a shopping cen-
ter with a parking lot, which is 
also rare to see in the city.” 

Geographically, George-
town forms somewhat of a 
triangle bounded by Ralph, 

Bergen, and Veterans avenues, 
with its eponymous shopping 
center on Ralph Avenue an-
chored by a beloved Interna-
tional House of Pancakes. 

The neighborhood started 
developing in the 1950s and 
1960s, after nearby Old Mill 
Basin, so it has newer homes 
and buildings, according to 
local pol, Councilman Alan 
Maisel (D–Georgetown — 
yes, Georgetown).

And Georgetown often gets 
conflated with Bergen Beach, 
of which it is a sub neighbor-
hood — but it exists all on its 
own, even though many peo-
ple have no idea where it is, 
said Maisel. 

“Georgetown is a really 
small area. I’m not sure how 

History: You know how people 
always say that new neighborhood 
names are an invention of the real-
estate industry? Well, Georgetown. 
A developer started building up the 
area in the 1960s, originally aim-
ing to call it Georgetowne Greens. 
The project never fully took shape 
but the name stuck around.

Local attractions: The 
Georgetown Shopping Center is 
the center of it all. The strip mall is 
home to clothing stores, eateries, a 
market, banks, and entertainment 

stores. You can spend the whole day 
browsing the Sally Beauty Supply, 
the Five Below, or GameStop. Even 
the parking lot is so notable that 
Google has taken a street view of 
every. single. row.

Eat: International House of 
Pancakes, a Chinese buffet, and 
a Subway — they’re all waiting 
for you in Georgetown, though 
in-the-know locals go for Court-
ney’s Grill, which is famous for 
its bourbon chicken. And appar-
ently there will be more to stuff 

your face soon — a Five Guys is 
expected to open this year.

Nightlife: Don’t expect to go 
club-hopping in Georgetown — 
most of the area is shut down by 
10 pm. But there is a Party City on 
Ralph Avenue, so you can always 
throw a party at your townhouse. 
And there is a 24-hour Dunkin Do-
nuts! Just don’t go to the Brooklyn 
Zoo on Ralph Avenue near Avenue 
N expecting to see Billy Idol or the 
City Kids — it’s a pet store, not 
the famous concert venue.
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