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While supplies last. Product prices & availability are subject to change. See store for details.

NEW Extended Store Hours! Get the best DEALS on the latest trends and hottest styles in fl ooring at Lumber Liquidators.

Feb 8-21 (Wed thru Tues)

SPRING

SALE!
FLOORING
KICK-OFF 

Get the look of hardwood 
without the worry of water.

WOOD-LOOK  
WATERPROOF FLOORING

34%
OFF

Up 
to

55+ Styles
N. American & European

LAMINATE

40+ Styles
LUXURY VINYL PLANK

230+ Styles
PREFINISHED 
HARDWOOD

59¢
sqftfrom 69¢

from sqft

$149
from sqft 1-800-HARDWOOD

lumberliquidators.com

City slopes
Brooklyn received a visit from Winter Storm Niko on Feb. 9, and some brave teens used it 
as an opportunity to go snowboarding on the borough’s newest topography: the berms 
of Brooklyn Bridge Park. Is this legal? These kids were too fast to ask.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Cobble Hill’s community board 
is reigniting its long-smoldering 
campaign to reopen the neigh-
borhood’s old firehouse ahead of 
a population boom — but first it 
must rekindle a fire inside Mayor 
DeBlasio!

 Hizzoner was famously arrested 
alongside  local actor and former 
firefighter Steve Buscemi while 
protesting the closure of Engine 
204 back in 2003, and members 
of Community Board 6 are hop-
ing they can bring him on board 
by reawakening that white-hot 
passion for Brownstone Brook-
lyn’s Bravest.

“If the mayor was willing to 
allow himself to be arrested for a 
cause that was close to his heart 
and important to our community, 
he might take a fresh look at this 
issue now that there’s even more 
justification for bringing back a 
firehouse,” said the panel’s district 
manager Craig Hammerman.

Getting the DeGraw Street sta-
tion up and running again is the 
board’s top request for the city’s 
recent 2018 budget — although 
the community’s desire to bring 
the firehouse back  has never really 
died down entirely  since Mayor 
Bloomberg axed it as a cost-cut-

FROM THE ASHES
Residents try to reignite mayor’s interest in Engine 204

ting measure 14 years ago. 
 At the time , the city said nearby 

engines could handle the extra heat. 
But  now that massive residential 
towers are looming on the hori-
zon  at the old Long Island Col-
lege Hospital campus, locals ar-
gue it is finally time to bring in 
some more heroes to serve the in-
flux of new residents.

“With all of the new develop-
ment coming, we’re going to need 
more firehouses,” said Amy Breed-
love, president of local civic group 
the Cobble Hill Association. 

If Hammerman can just sit down 
with DeBlasio to plead the com-
munity’s case, he is positive he 
can set the blaze in the mayor’s 
belly alight once again.

“It’s frustrating because we do 
believe that this issue is important 
to DeBlasio personally and if we 
can get to him he might actually 
have a strong opinion on the mat-
ter,” he said. 

But DeBlasio’s ears aren’t burn-
ing. City Hall declined to com-
ment and redirected questions to 
the Fire Department, which said 
there are no plans to reopen the 
station anytime soon as the need 
just isn’t there, and claimed re-
sponse times of nearby trucks are 
faster than most in the city — al-
though the agency refused to give 
exact figures.

And a local city-planning ex-
pert reluctantly agrees that modern 
advances in fire safety means 204 
just isn’t needed anymore.

“I was one of the people who 
cried when they closed 204,” said 
Cobble Hill resident David Bur-
ney, a professor at Pratt Institute 
and the city’s former design and 
construction commissioner, who 
fondly remembers walking by En-
gine 204 with his kids and watch-
ing the firemen wash their trucks. 
“But we don’t really need a fire-
house there. The old brownstone 
firehouses were built in the days 
before there were sprinklers and 
fire-safety precautions.” 

Buscemi’s people did not return 
requests for comment. 

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

This red-hot real-estate is going cold!
The historic Engine 204 firehouse in Cobble 

Hill has been sitting empty since it was closed in 
2003, and the city still has no concrete plans to 
make use of — or even clean up — the 160-year-
old building that is now blighted with graffiti. 

 Many locals are still hoping to see it reopen 

Flaming out
City still has no plans

Craig Hammer-
man and Amy 
Breedlove rec-
reate Steve Bus-
cemi and May-
or DeBlasio’s 
famous fight 
to save Engine 
204 in Cobble 
Hill in 2003.
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The Brooklyn Fire Department’s Engine 
Company 4 outside the station house 
circa 1892.
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See FIRE  on page 4

By James Harney
Brooklyn Paper

Harvey Lichtenstein, an arts admin-
istrator best known for revitalizing the 
Brooklyn Academy of Music during his 32-
year tenure as its president and executive 
producer, died on Feb. 11. He was 87.

Lichtenstein suffered a stroke seven 
years ago and his health had declined 
over the past few months, according to 
his son John.

The National Medal of Arts recipient 
lived out his final days at his home in 
Manhattan, but he was a native son of 
Kings County who will be remembered 
for his pivotal role in making Brooklyn 
the world-class city it is today, accord-
ing to a local leader.

“He was a powerhouse in Brooklyn,” 
said former Borough President Marty 
Markowitz. “If you had to point to a 
handful of individuals who made the 
Brooklyn Renaissance, Harvey was up 
there at the top, no question.”  

Born to a Polish immigrant hat-maker 
father and a Ukrainian mother in 1929, 
Lichetenstein attended Brooklyn Tech-
nical High School in the shadow of the 
venerable Lafayette Avenue theater, and 
was inspired to study dance after see-
ing a performance featuring the iconic 
Martha Graham while he was a student 
at Brooklyn College.

Harvey Lichtenstein dies at 87
Arts icon helped turn BAM and Fort Greene into a creative showcase

He later performed in several profes-
sional dance companies and worked as a 
fund-raiser for the New York City Ballet 
and the New York City Opera, but jetéd 
back across the river in 1967 to take over 
the Brooklyn Academy of Music — then 
a largely forgotten 106-year-old perform-
ing arts institution on the edge of eco-
nomically-depressed Fort Greene.

Lichtenstein re-branded the facility as 
“BAM” and shepherded its rebirth as a 

preeminent venue, bringing to its stages 
such iconic performers and choreogra-
phers as Graham, Alvin Ailey, Merce 
Cunningham, and Twyla Tharp.

But snobby Manhattan audiences didn’t 
necessarily come with them at first — a 
critic once said he’d rather wait to see Gra-
ham perform in London instead of cross-
ing the East River for her show in Fort 
Greene, Lichtenstein recalled in the 2001 
book “Brooklyn: A State of Mind.”

“I started here in 1967 and the place 
didn’t really come together until about 
1980,” he told the authors. “It was hard, 
it was discouraging. Merce Cunning-
ham was here with a wonderful pro-
gram and drew just 400 people to the 
2,000-seat theater.”

Lichtenstein said he eventually made 
his mark by creating the Next Wave Fes-
tival — still a vital annual showcase for 
avant-garde drama and dance. 

There were more concrete changes, 
too. Under Lichtenstein’s leadership, 
the Academy revitalized the old Ma-
jestic Theater on Fulton Street — later 
renamed the BAM Harvey Theater in 
his honor — and added the four-screen 
BAM Rose Cinemas and the BAMcafe 
performance space to the main build-
ing in the ’90s.

One of Lichtenstein’s fondest dreams 
was to create an entire cultural district 
around the Brooklyn Academy of Music, 
and after retiring in 1999, he immersed 
himself in developing Brooklyn’s very 
own Great White Way, ushering in the 
Mark Morris Dance Center in 2001, the 
BAM Fisher Building in 2012, and the 
Theater for a New Audience’s Polonsky 
Shakespeare Center in 2013. 

“His vision created the BAM Cul-
tural District and changed that landscape 
for the better,” said Markowitz. “What 
more can I say? What a life.”

Lichtenstein at his office inside the Brooklyn Academy of Music.
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By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

The Brooklyn Paper is on the 
menu!

Park Slope fast-food joint Burgri-
to’s is now serving up a new spin on its 
titular burger-burrito mash-up named 
for Brooklyn’s best newspaper, after 
this reviewer went in to try the original 
and — if I do say so myself — came 
up with a superior version. 

My special adds rice and guacamole 
in an effort to bring balance to the 
restaurant’s namesake franken-food, 
which had previously fallen firmly on 
the burger side of the burger-burrito 
spectrum.

It also happens to be delicious, ac-
cording to the owner. 

“This is good,” said Darin Laby, 
who co-owns of the new Fourth Av-

Wrapper’s delight! 
Burgrito’s serves up ‘Paper’ special

The Brooklyn Paper Special is reporter Colin Mixson’s attempt to 
make a more perfect blend of burger and burrito.
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See BURGRITO  on page 10

INSIDE: THE CUTEST ABRAHAM LINCOLNS YOU’VE EVER SEEN!
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Call: 844-243-5318   |  www.nyee.edu/williamsburg

101 Broadway, Suite 201, Brooklyn, NY 11249

Access to Superb Eye and ENT 
Specialists Just Got Easier

New York Eye and Ear Infirmary of Mount Sinai 

(NYEE) brings its most requested specialty 

services to Brooklyn. With another convenient 

location, Williamsburg residents have access to 

nationally recognized experts in eye, ear, nose  

and throat care right in the neighborhood.  

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

They’re wearing their pol-
itics on their sleeves!

Dozens lined up around the 
block to get feminist tattoos 
in support of Planned Parent-
hood at a fund-raiser in Green-
point last Wednesday, pony-
ing up $40 per print to pad 
the coffers of the reproduc-
tive health organization that 
President Trump has said he’ll 
defund.

“Getting a tattoo is a per-
manent reminder of what 
we’re fighting for,” said El-
ena Woughter, who travelled 
all the way from the outer bor-
ough of Manhattan to get the 
word “Choice” inscribed on 
her leg at the “Tattoo to Pro-
tect Your Parts” event at art 
space Magick City. 

Ladies and lads alike 
showed up for their chance 
to score one of 30 girl-pow-
er-themed designs — including 
the Wonder Woman logo, Frida 
Kahlo, and the phrase “Dead 
men don’t catcall” — from pro-
fessional skin artists.  

The event was so pop-
ular that organizers had to 
turn people away after fill-
ing their schedules, accord-
ing to Woughter. 

Some attendees even braved 
the needle for the first time — 
but it was worth it to support 
Planned Parenthood, said one 
tattoo virgin.

“It was for a great cause, 
and I felt lucky that I was able 
to be a part of it,” said Remy 
Rodriguez, who got the car-
toon character Tank Girl on 
her arm. 

She’s all tat
Feminists get ink in support 
of Planned Parenthood

A tattoo artist prepares to ink an arm with a lady 
boxer at a fund-raiser for Planned Parenthood in 
Greenpoint on Feb. 8.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Call it a schmear cam-
paign! 

The owner of popular 
Boerum Hill bagel and lox 
joint Shelsky’s is creating a 
buzz in the neighborhood and 
on social media with sidewalk 
signs that poke fun at Presi-
dent Trump and his bungling 
administration — the latest of 
which is “Thanks to customer 
feedback, we no longer sell 
Ivanka brand lox, whitefish, 
or herring,” in reference to 
Nordstrom dropping the First 
Daughter’s clothing line. 

“I see people all day walk-
ing past the sign, stopping to 
take a photo and giving me the 
thumbs up from outside,” said 
Peter Shelsky, co-owner of the 
Jewish deli on Court Street. 
“I’ve been getting more Insta-
gram hits than I’ve ever gotten 
on any of my photos.” 

Pastrami on wry
Jewish deli scores customers, retweets 
with cheeky Trump-mocking sidewalk signs

The deli don says more 
people have been coming in-
side since he started writing 
snarky sandwich boards. 

He changes the signs each 
week, drawing comedic in-
spiration from the adminis-
tration’s so-called “alterna-
tive facts,” with past slogans 
including, “Brooklyn’s place 
for bacon, ham, lobster, and 
shrimp #alternativefacts,” and 
“100 percent of this weekend’s 
profits are going to the vic-
tims and families of Bowl-
ing Green.”

Passersby say they appre-
ciate a free laugh in these tu-
multuous times.

“It’s funny,” said Park 
Sloper Zach Zohlman. “I 
enjoy a little whimsy in a 
dark time.”

Normally it’s a bad idea 
to mix business and politics, 
Shelsky acknowledges, but he 
says he feels morally obliged 
to mock the commander in 
chief in any way he can.

“I don’t see this as making 
this sort of statement about 
politics,” he said. “It’s just 
making a statement about 
what’s right, and a simple way 
I can do that is with comedy 
on the signs.” Peter Shelsky poses with his latest creation.
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

 BILINGUAL COMMUNITY HOSPICE NURSE (RN)
Bilingual English/Spanish full-time nurse to provide

Hospice Home Carein the Bronx or Brooklyn.

HOSPICE NURSE EDUCATOR (RN)
Passionate, high energy, experienced RN for full-time staff development postion.

BSN required, MSN preferred; 3+ years hospice/palliative care experience.

Competitive compensation and benefits package. Reliable automobile & valid
driver’s license are required. Hospice of New York is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 

FORWARD RESUME TO: JUDITH GAYLE
judith.gayle@hospice.nyc or Fax: 718.784.1413

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Come Make a Difference! New training groups each month.

NASSAU & QUEENS
Contact Angela Purpura

angela.purpura@hospice.nyc or 516.222.1211

MANHATTAN, THE BRONX & BROOKLYN
Contact Sandra Nielsen

 sandra.nielsen@hospice.nyc or 718.472.1999

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT SERVICES

Free bereavement support services for adults who have had a loss.
(Loved one is not required to have had hospice care)

Contact our Bereavement Department at 347.226.4823

718.472.1999  |  www.hospice.nyc

By James Harney
Brooklyn Paper

They were thinkin’ Lin-
coln!

Fourth-graders from Down-
town’s Packer Collegiate Insti-
tute dressed in beards, stove-
pipe hats, and ill-fitting suits 
trekked to the distant island 
of Manhattan on Feb. 13 to 
celebrate Abraham Lincoln’s 
208th birthday. The young 
Rail Splitters recited the pres-
ident’s famed Gettysburg Ad-
dress and answered questions 
from curious passersby, which 
their teacher say was educa-
tional for all involved.

“In telling others about 

Lincoln, my students under-
stand Lincoln better them-
selves,” said educator Tim 
Jensen, whose fourth-grade 
social studies classes have 
been performing such full-
costume public readings 
since 2009. 

Previous classes have per-
formed inside the majestic cen-
tral hall at Grand Central Sta-
tion, but on Monday this year’s 
crop appeared at the new Ocu-
lus mall, where Jensen says it 
was easier to obtain permission 
for the performance.

Each of the 22 doppelgang-
ers recited a small portion of 
the address, followed in turn 

by another classmate, and then 
another, until they’d recited 
the entire iconic Civil War-
era speech before an audience 
around 100 commuters who 
stopped to listen.

The young Lincolns — all 
aged 9 or 10  — followed up 
their speech by holding up 
small signs that read, “Hello, 
it’s my birthday, ask me any 
question.” 

Some of the queries that 
came from the audience in-
cluded, “How tall are you?” 
“How many sons did you 
have?” and “When were you 
killed?” to which they an-
swered 6-foot-4, four, and 

April 15, 1865, respectively.
The kids say the exercise 

really helped them memorize 
facts about Honest Abe.

“Doing ‘Tiny Lincolns,’ 
you’re not just sitting and 
learning it, because if you 
just sit and learn, you forget 
it,” said one student. “But if 
you learn and dress up and 
tell people about it, it’s more 
fun that way. You’ll remem-
ber it more.”

And even the costumes 
helped, said another.

“If we were just in our nor-
mal clothes, it wouldn’t be ‘the 
part,’ it wouldn’t be Lincoln,” 
said the pupil. 

Kids deliver most adorable Gettysburg Address ever

They got you, Abe
Fourth-graders from Downtown’s Packer Collegiate Institute perform the Gettysburg Address.
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By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Just in the nickel of 
time.

Gov. Cuomo overruled the 
city’s planned 5-cent plastic-
bag fee on Feb. 14 — one day 
before it was scheduled to go 
into effect — signing a state 
bill that forbids his arch nem-
esis Mayor DeBlasio from im-

plementing the charge until 
at least 2018. 

In a lengthy statement, 
Cuomo bemoaned the envi-
ronmental havoc the plastic 
sacks wreak on New York — 
including an anecdote about 
reeling them in while fishing 
in the Hudson — but never-
theless declared the city’s bill 
“deeply flawed” because the 

fees will enrich retailers in-
stead of the government.

The news is a particular 
blow to Councilman Brad 
Lander (D–Park Slope), 
who  had championed the 
fee for years  as a means of 
curtailing the 1,700 plastic 
bags collected by the sani-
tation department per week, 
and eventually saw it score a 

narrow 28–20 victory in City 
Hall last year.

“We fought plastic bags, 
and for now, plastic bags 
won,” said Lander .

Cuomo says he plans on es-
tablishing a task force to create 
a statewide plan to solve “the 
plastic bag problem,” which 
is supposed to report back by 
the end of the year. 

Cuomo blocks plastic-bag fee
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Early Detection of Heart 
Disease  at BRMI

The perfect gift this Valen-
tine’s Day is the gift of heart 
health. Along with Valentine’s 
Day, February marks Ameri-
can Heart Month, a great time 
to get a heart checkup and 
commit to a healthy lifestyle 
that will lead to a lifetime of 
heart health. One of every 
four deaths are caused by 
heart disease, making heart 
disease the leading cause of 
death for men and women in 
the United States and world-
wide.  The aim of American 
Heart Month is to reduce the 
risk of heart disease through 
early detection and healthy 
lifestyle. With early detection, 
heart disease can be managed 
and treated  before it results 
in heart attack or death. De-
tecting a ticking time bomb 
before it’s too late leads to a 
longer healthier life.

Doctors are now able to 
view the heart and its arter-
ies with a CT scan. A CT scan 
of the heart, also known as a 
cardiac CT or coronary CT 
angiogram, has been shown to 
be a very reliable way to non-
invasively check for blockages 
and areas of narrowing in the 
heart’s arteries (coronary ar-
tery disease). This simple test 
determines a patient’s future 
risk of adverse cardiovascu-
lar events, and identifies spe-
cific areas of disease within 
the coronary arteries. In the 
past, this information could 
only be reliably obtained from 
an invasive test known as a 
cardiac catheterization which 
involves inserting a catheter 
into the arteries themselves.

Bay Ridge Medical Imag-

ing (BRMI) is proud to offer 
the next generation of cardiac 
CT, providing even greater 
degrees of resolution, clarity, 
and definition. The new Revo-
lution EVO delivers twice the 
spatial resolution of other CT 
scanners to show details as 
small as 0.28 mm, and pro-
vides a 135% improvement in 
detectability to potentially im-
prove treatment paths. This 

pioneering system reduces ra-
diation dose to the patient by 
83%, while still acquiring the 
high-quality images needed 
for accurate diagnosis. With 
this revolutionary technology, 
BRMI provides the high-res-

olution, low-dose images and 
answers that increase con-
fidence in detection of heart 
disease.

For your convenience we are 
open 7 days a week, 7am-11pm.   
www.brmi.org

BRMI @76th Street
7601 4th Ave.

Brooklyn, NY 11209
Tel: 718-238-7000
Fax: 718-238-7005

BRMI @ Narrows
9920 4th Ave.

Brooklyn, NY 11209
Tel: 718-921-0333
Fax: 718-921-0490

BRMI @ 5th Avenue
9020 5th Ave.

Brooklyn, NY 11209
Tel: 718-880-3066
Fax: 718-880-3067

BRMI @ Sunset Pk.
6700-02 3rd Ave.

Brooklyn, NY 11220
Tel: 718-880-3063
Fax: 718-709-7645

BRMI @ Dyker Heights
7117 13th Ave.

Brooklyn, NY 11228
Tel: 718-880-3060
Fax: 718-232-5796

BRMI @ Boro Park
3802 14th Ave.

Brooklyn, NY 11218
Tel: 718-854-5400
Fax: 347-533-4042

BRMI @ Midwood
2005 Coney Island Ave.

Brooklyn, NY 11223
Tel: 718-375-1300
Fax: 718-375-1334

Bay Ridge Medical Imaging
Visit us at brmi.orgVisit us at brmi.org

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

as a station , but if not (and 
the Fire Department says they 
shouldn’t hold their breath), 
the city must find a new ten-
ant instead of just leaving it to 
decay, neighbors say.

“It’s kind of a disgrace that 
it’s still sitting there and rot-
ting away,” said Cobble Hill 
resident David Burney, a 
former commissioner of the 
city’s Department of Design 
and Construction. “It’s really 
sort of a blight on the neigh-
borhood.” 

After closing the DeGraw 
and Court street blaze-bust-
ing hub 14 years ago, the city 
variously considered  selling 
it  and  turning it into a school-
house , before  striking a deal 
with the Brooklyn Philhar-
monic in 2008  to redevelop 
it with a community cen-
ter, practice rooms, and art-
ist spaces. 

But the symphony group 
went bust in 2013, and the 
property has just kept gath-
ering cobwebs.

The Department of Cul-
tural Affairs is currently in 
charge of the structure, and 
a spokesman said it is plan-
ning to work with locals to 
determine the future of the 

building as a “cultural asset 
to the community.” But he 
wouldn’t provide any details 
on the process, saying only 
that the agency is in the pre-
liminary stages of restarting 
the project, and will have more 
updates later this year.

The building is so his-
toric that it still bears the 
name of the Brooklyn Fire 
Department, although it is 
even older than that — it 
was originally built in 1857 
as the Montauk Hose Com-
pany No. 4, according to the 
bible of such things, the  1892 
tome  “Our Firemen: the of-
ficial history of the Brook-
lyn Fire Department, from 
the first volunteer to the lat-
est appointee.”

And yet the city is not keep-
ing the storied station house in 
a condition befitting its place 
in borough history, locals say 
— the bold, red building that 
once greeted Brooklyn’s Brav-
est has now faded to a dingy 
hue, and is marred by van-
dalism, boarded-up windows, 
and peeling paint. 

“Nobody seems to be tak-
ing care of building, it’s for-
lorn,” said Community Board 
6 district manager Craig Ham-
merman. 

Continued from page 1

FIRE...

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

A pair of punks attacked a 
Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority worker and stole 
her bag and phone inside the 
Jay Street subway station on 
Feb. 11.

The worker was return-
ing to her booth at the sta-
tion near Willoughby Street at 
6 am when the jerks punched 
her, grabbed her bag from her 
left shoulder and the phone 
from her hand, and fled, au-

thorities said. 

Escape route
Police arrested a man who 

they say stole $11,500 worth of 
stuff from a Bond Street apart-
ment after sneaking in via the 
fire escape on Feb. 7.

The suspect allegedly crept 
up the fire escape of the build-
ing by Pacific Street sometime 
between 9 pm and the next 
morning and took three Mac 
laptops, earrings, and brace-
lets, according to a report.

Silver and bold 
A pair of baddies held up a 

Smith Street store and made 

Baddies attack and rob MTA booth worker
off with a loot of silver antique 
jewelry on Feb. 19.

A worker told the police 
two robbers stormed behind 
the counter, put a bag to her 
head, and told her to get down. 
One of the jerks opened the 
display case, removed the jew-
elry, and the duo fled, author-
ities said. 

Out of the bag 
Some filcher lifted a wom-

an’s wallet out of her backpack 
inside the Hoyt-Schermerhorn 
subway station on Feb. 10. 

The victim was boarding a 
Clinton Hill-bound A train at 
9:15 pm when she felt a bump 
and tug on her backpack on 
her shoulder, a report said. 
She then checked her bag and 
found that her wallet, contain-
ing $124, had been stolen, ac-
cording to authorities.

Bridge too far
A miscreant robbed a guy 

as he was walking onto the 
Manhattan Bridge by Sands 
Street on Feb. 4.

The victim was strolling 
near Jay Street at around 9 
pm when the thief approached 
him and took his wallet, credit 
cards, $200, and fled, police 
said.

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Up in his grill
Four crooks bashed a guy 

and stole his gold teeth cov-

ers and other jewelry aboard 
a Manhattan-bound 3 train on 
Fulton Street on Feb. 12.

The victim told police he 
was riding the train near Flat-
bush Avenue at 3 am when the 
crew of cretins wearing ski 
masks approached him and 
asked if he was affiliated 
with a gang. The victim re-
sponded, “What the f--- are 
you talking about?” and the 
brutes started punching him, 
cutting his mouth and bruis-
ing his face, police said.

The fiends then snatched 
his grill, gold blood chain, 
gold ring, watch, and fled, 
according to a report. 

Surprise shot 
AA gunman shot a man 

twice from inside a Navy 
Walk building’s lobby on 
Feb. 8.

The victim was walking to-
wards the residence near Til-
lary Street at 1:25 pm when the 
fiend peeked out from inside 
the lobby and fired off some 
shots, hitting both of his upper 
legs with hot lead. The vic-
tim then walked to the 84th 
Precinct to report the shoot-
ing, authorities said..

Alarming 
Some weasel broke into a 

Myrtle Avenue store on Feb. 
8 and stole $2,300 worth of 
batteries, deodorant, and other 
goods.

The owner of the store near 
Carlton Avenue responded to 
a burglar alarm around 5:50 
am, arriving at the shop’s door 
to find that it had been broken 
into and his merchandise was 
missing, a report said.

Overdue
A scoundrel stole a laptop 

from a Myrtle Avenue library 
on Feb. 8.

A worker told cops a 
woman showed her identi-
fication card to borrow the 
$1,200 Dell laptop from the 
book lender by Auburn Place 
at 1 pm. But it was never re-
turned and police are now in-
vestigating who took it, au-
thorities said.

Unlocked
A bandit snuck into a Myr-

tle Avenue bodega on Feb. 9 
and stole $200 from its cash 
register.

The store owner’s wife 
said her husband closed the 

deli near Emerson Place for 
the night by rolling down its 
gates and securing them with 
two locks at around 9:30 pm. 
But when she arrived at 7:40 
am, the locks were missing 
along with the cash, accord-
ing to a report.

— Lauren Gill

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Good to go
Cops are hunting for a de-

viant who nabbed a sex toy, 
condoms, and performance 
enhancing drugs from a 
Flatbush Avenue drugstore 
on Jan. 31.

An employee told police 
that the suspect waltzed into 
the pharmacy between Pros-
pect and Park places at 12:10 
am, grabbed a gift bag off the 
shelf, and started stuffing it 
with $270 worth of sex par-
aphernalia, before sneaking 
off with his ill-gotten love 
stuff.

Forged
Police arrested a man who 

they say was found in pos-
session of three bogus driv-
er’s licenses on Sterling Place 
on Feb. 2.

The arresting officer found 
the suspect inside a gray Audi 
parked in front a fire hydrant 
between Sixth and Seventh 
avenues at 10:45 am, where 
the man produced a driver’s 
license that didn’t belong to 

him, cops said.
After properly identifying 

the suspect, the patrolman 
found his license had been 
suspended and, following his 
arrest, officers found three 
forged licenses on the man, 
according to police.

DU why?
Cops busted a man for al-

legedly driving drunk on Flat-
bush Avenue on Feb. 5.

The arresting officer spot-
ted the suspect driving near 
Sixth Avenue at 2:47 am with 
his headlights off, and pulled 
him over to discover the man 
reeked of booze.

Upon further investiga-
tion, the suspect was found 
to have a blood-alcohol con-
tent of 0.155, nearly twice the 
legal limit, cops said.

Power move 
A dirty crook cut power 

cords off a Third Street build-
ing’s clothes-dryers on Jan. 
30.

A resident of the build-
ing told police that the de-
linquent vandalized the laun-
dry machines at the building 
between Fourth and Fifth av-
enues sometime after 1 am, 
damaging three dryers and 
causing around $200 in dam-
age in the senseless crime.

Steal and smash
Cops have called off the 

hunt for the thief who stole 
a woman’s car from Carlton 
Avenue and then crashed it 
on Feb. 4.

The victim told police that 
she parked her Dodge Char-
ger near Bergen Street at 4:30 
pm, and returned a few hours 
later to find it gone.

She cleverly used a phone 
application to track her car 
to Gates and Evergreen av-
enues, where she was horri-
fied to discover it had been 
crashed and then abandoned, 
cops said.

The car was towed to a bor-
ough auto shop, but no arrests 
have been made, and the case 
has been closed, cops said.

Bad joint
Officers arrested a woman 

for allegedly attacking a home-
less services officer inside of 
an Eighth Avenue women’s 
shelter on Feb. 4.

The victim told police that 
she was making her rounds of 
the refuge between 14th and 
15th streets at 9:55 pm when 
she spotted the suspect roll-
ing a joint.

When she asked the suspect 
to place her hands behind her 
back, the woman became vi-
olent and started kicking the 
officer, injuring both of her 
arms, cops said.

— Colin Mixson

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Basketball bully 
A nogoodnik swiped a 

kid’s cellphone while he 
was playing basketball on 
Lorraine Street on Feb. 7, 
police said.

The kid was shooting hoops 
with his brother near Clin-

ton Street at about 4:10 pm 
when the jerk grabbed his 
black iPhone 5S, according 
to authorities. 

Night theft
Cops cuffed a woman on 

Feb. 12 who they say broke 
into a Court Street restaurant 
and stole electronics some-
time overnight on Feb. 7.

The suspect entered 
through the restaurant’s 
front door between Sackett 
and Degraw streets sometime 
between 12:30 am and 8:45 
am and swiped one Samsung 
tablet, two iPods, and $100, 
according to authorities. 

Bye, bye, bike 
A swift scoundrel made off 

with a guy’s bike from out-
side his apartment on Sum-
mit Street on Feb. 4.

The victim told cops he 
chained up his two-wheeler 
outside his building near Van 
Brunt Street at about 5:15 pm, 
but when he returned just a 
minute later, it was gone. The 
punk who stole the bike also 
got away with an attached 
child’s seat, cops said.

Drug score 
Police cuffed a woman 

for stealing a bunch of over-
the-counter drugs and lotion 
from a Court Street store on 
Feb. 12.

The 39-year-old woman 
stole Tylenol, Benadryl, Ad-
vil, baby powder, and body 
cream from the store between 
First and Second places at 
about 10:15 pm, according 
to authorities. 

— Julianne Cuba

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

My car is on fire
An arsonist set fire to a 

car parked on 80th Street on 
Jan. 17, said police. 

The baddie set a black Ger-
man luxury car left between 
Shore Road and Narrows Ave-
nue ablaze at 6:30 pm, accord-
ing to a police report. 

The fire-starter f led 
the scene on foot, officials 
said. 

Grooming goon
A thief ransacked an 86th 

Street drugstore on Feb. 9 and 
made off with $2,600 worth of 
razor blades and teeth whiten-
ing strips, officials said. 

The man broke into the 
pharmacy between Fourth and 
Fifth Avenues at 6:45 pm, au-
thorities said. The miscreant 
grabbed Crest white strips and 
Gillette razor blades, accord-
ing to a police report. 

Jewel thief
A burglar swiped jewelry 

and cash from a Fourth Av-
enue apartment on Feb. 11, 
police said.

The woman living in the 
apartment between 79th and 
80th streets told police that 
she didn’t know how the man 
got in, but he busted the lock 
on her bedroom door. He fled 
with three designer watches, 
a pair of diamond earrings, 
and $400.

— Caroline Spivack
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S
he’ll do the voodoo that she 
brews so well! 

A Sunset Park brewer will 
launch her new taproom and a new 
stout beer called “Voodoo Juice” early 
next month with a party featuring free 
samples of the black brew. The open-
ing party, in Industry City on March 
4, comes at the end of New York City 
Beer Week, and the woman behind 
it says that she is excited to tap the 
first keg in front of an audience of 
brewers and beer fans. 

“I’m excited to come out strong out 
of the gate and to show off the busi-
ness,” said Katarina Martinez (pic-
tured right), the owner of Lineup 
Brewing.

The new brew is a chili chocolate 
malt stout — a combination that might 
seem daunting, but Martinez said that 
it goes down smooth and will have 
guzzlers coming back for more. 

“It’s only four percent beer, so we 
want people to drink more than one 
of them,” she said. “It has a little bit 
of heat, but not too much, and a bit of 
residual sweetness from the lactose 
and rich chocolatey malt.”

Along with all of the free Voodoo 
Juice you can drink, Lineup’s opening 
party will serve a pale ale made espe-
cially for Beer Week and two other beers 
from Long Island brewery Great South 
Bay, its partner for the event. 

Lineup recently moved into a ware-
house space that it shares with Industry 
City Distillery, which  opened a tasting 
room for its vodka and gin drinks in 
2015 . For the launch party, the sixth-

floor bar has installed several beer taps, 
and locals cannot wait to see them flow-
ing with suds, said Martinez. 

“People are really excited, they 
see the taps and they want beer,” 
she said. 

The tasting room is currently 
open on Friday and Saturday nights, 
but Martinez — who just quit her 
day-job — plans to expand the 
hours throughout the week. 

Martinez, who moved 
to Sunset Park from Colo-
rado, has made a name for 
herself as the only woman 
in Brooklyn to operate her 
own brewery solo. The only 
thing that matters is a pas-
sion for brewing, says Mar-
tinez, no matter the gender, 
but she hopes that her ex-
ample will help women 
feel more comfortable 
ordering a beer instead 
of a vodka soda. 

“I want women to 
drink what they like 
without it being some 
sort of boys’ club,” she 
said.

And she wants men 
and women to crowd 
into Lineup’s taproom 
to test the new drink. 
The bash comes right af-

ter Mardi Gras, but Martinez prom-
ises that it will be just as wild as a 
party in the Big Easy.

“We want it to be a party and for ev-
eryone to have a good time,” she 
said. “There will be free 
beer — what’s not 
to like?” 

“Voodoo Juice” release party 
at Lineup Brewing (33 35th St., 
sixth fl oor, between Second and 
Third avenues in Sunset Park). 
March 4 at 3 pm. Free.

B E E R !

CALL NOW TO SCHEDULE 
EVENTS  AND PARTIES

CAFE BIBA

101 Kent Ave. Brooklyn, NY 11249
718-887-8171

Hours: Open 7 Days, 8am–8pm

BIBA OF WILLIAMSBURG

110 Kent Ave. Brooklyn, NY 11249
718-782-7455

Hours: Tues–Sun, 4pm–9pm

Techno music
They want you to touch screens.

A digital arts play-
ground for kids will light 
up the Brooklyn Academy 
of Music for three week-
ends starting on Feb. 25, 
showcasing interactive 
displays that fuse tech-
nology with music, dance, 
and visual art. “Teknopo-
lis,” at BAM Fisher, aims 
to help kids think of dig-

ital files and finger paints in the same category, 
said the show’s curator.

“It’s really meant to move children away from 
consumer-based experiences to using it as some-
thing to create with rather than just being a spec-
tator,” said Steven McIntosh. “Technology isn’t 
going anywhere and our kids are faced with it 
all the time. Through this, hopefully they’ll be 
able to see technology as something akin to a 
guitar or a paint brush — as another mode of 
creative expression.”

“Teknopolis” is a tech-art-musical mash-up 
of installations, including a virtual reality paint 
brush that draws in three dimensions, choreo-
graphed light displays projected onto suspended 
string, and interactive projections that look like 
thousands of dandelion seeds swirling in a breeze. 
Visitors age 6 and older get 90 minutes to wander 
between the exhibits, all of which encourage us-
ers to reach out and react, said McIntosh. 

“All the installations inspire performing arts-
like impulses in the participants,” he said. “All of 
this work is going to get you to move and dance, 
make music, immerse yourself in a role.”

As each visitor jumps into digital displays, 
they become part of the show for other audience 
members, creating an impromptu community 
of curious kids. 

“Not only is the participant having a creative 
experience, their very experience becomes an 
experience for someone else,” said McIntosh 
“It’s very satisfying to see.”

Teknopolis at BAM Fisher [321 Ashland Pl. 
between Lafayette Avenue and Hanson Place 
in Fort Greene, (718) 636–4100, www.bam.org]. 
Feb. 25–March 12; Sat, Sun, 10:30 am–6 pm. 
$15.  — Caroline Spivack

T E C H

The atmosphere will be electric! 
An experimental psychedelic salsa band will 

show off its diverse influences and high-tech in-
struments at a free show at Bric Arts Media this 
month. The founder of La 
Mecanica Popular, known 
for its electronic samples, 
says that the Feb. 28 perfor-
mance will also feature a 
more conventional instru-
ment — electric guitar.

“We’re going to per-
form our usual set but 
there’s going to be more 
guitars — two more pro-
cessed guitars and lot of improvisation,” said 
bandleader Efrain Rozas. “I’m going to be play-
ing, for the first time at Bric, the electric guitar, 
too — so that’s a new thing for our show.”

The Bedford-Stuyvesant singer, keyboard 
player, and guitarist formed La Mecanica Pop-
ular in 2011 with four like-minded music-lov-
ing friends. He took the name from the Peru-
vian version of the magazine Popular Mechanics, 
which he collected as a child.

“I always had it in my memory,” he said. “When 
I thought of making this salsa band that uses 
the element of experimental electronics it was 
the perfect name.”

The band found its sound through spontane-
ous exploring and rehearsals, said Rozas, and 
over the years their various influences have come 
together more and more.

“I think the electronic sounds and salsa 
rhythm have blended more and more organi-
cally, so that’s the only thing that’s changed 
over the years,” he said.

But the band’s unique sound has not always 
been embraced by audiences, said Rozas.

“Our strengths and our challenge as band is 
that we are different. In the salsa world we are 
too psychedelic and experimental, and in the 
experimental world we are too traditional. But 
think that’s our strength and what makes us 
unique,” he said.

La Mecánica Popular at Bric House [647 Ful-
ton St. at Rockwell Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
683–5600, www.bricartsmedia.org. Feb. 28 at 7 
pm. Free. — Alexandra Simon

Hot salsa
M U S I C

Tapping in!
Lineup Brewing launches its tasting room

Bottle opener
The week-long ale extravaganza 

kicks off with the Opening Bash In-
vitational on Feb. 25. City brewers 
have invited some of their favorite 
beer creators from the region — and 
one brewer from Sweden, making it an 
one-night international beer festival. 
Visitors will get a glass for unlimited 
tastes from more than 50 breweries, 
including Brooklyn beer producers 
Strong Rope, Other Half, Sixpoint, 
Lineup, Folksbier, Wartega, Threes 
Brewing, Kings County Brewing Col-

lective, Coney Island, the Brooklyn 
Brewery, and more.

Brooklyn Expo Center (72 Noble 
St. at Franklin St. in Greenpoint, 
www.nycbeerweek.com). Feb. 25, 
5:30–9:30 pm. $55–$70. 

Swede song
Brooklyn Brewery will bring Swed-

ish beer makers Nya Carnegie for the 
festivities and is planning to welcome 
them to the States with a “Swedish 
Sing-along” bar crawl. The night be-
gins in the brewery’s tasting room, 

where attendees will down a cou-
ple of beers before hitting the streets 
with songbooks, making stops to ser-
enade neighborhood watering holes 
with Swedish pop hits. Tickets one 
beer at each bar along the way. 

Brooklyn Brewery (79 N. 11th St. 
between Berry Street and Wythe 
Avenue in Williamsburg). Feb. 25 at 
6 pm. $20. 

Just brew it
Learn how to whip up your own 

The county of kegs
Brooklyn’s got buzz! New York City Beer Week is an annual eight-day celebration of suds, and this 

year the beer bash will hold all of its major events — and dozens of smaller gatherings — in the bor-
ough of Kings! To help you sort through the frothy offerings organized by the New York City Brewer’s 
Guild, we have put together this list of highlights from the hoppiest week of the year. 

Cheers for beers: Samuel Richardson of the Other Half 
brewery in Carroll Gardens will be among the many Brooklyn 
brewers at the Opening Bash of New York City Beer Week 
on Feb. 25. See BEER  on page 8
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7319 5th Ave., Bay Ridge | 718.836.5600 | www.SchnitzelHausNY.com

Music Line-Up
Back Tracks
Saturday 2/18 @ 10pm

Brooklyn’s 
Only 

Authentic 
German Restaurant

“With over 30 
German & Belgian Biers”

Enjoy Your Next Celebration in Our Private Dining Room 
with Affordable Fine Dining, Full Bar and a Friendly Professional Staff

LUNCH: Thurs. (Buffet), Fri., Sat.

Trivi-oke – trivia team contest, prizes, 
karaoke in between rounds
“Fridays” 4-7pm during Happy Hour 
w/ beer & food specials.
Teacher Appreciation 2/17

Das
Boot!
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
Feb. 17

Dancing 
queen
Get ready to shake it 
on the dance floor 
tonight, when disco-
funk singer Gavin 
Turek, known for her 
high-energy shimmies 
on the stage and her 
handmade costumes, 
celebrates the release 
of her album “Good 
Look For You.”

9 pm at Baby’s All Right 
[146 Broadway between 
Bedford and Driggs ave-
nues in Williamsburg, 
(718) 599–5800, www.
babysallright.com]. $15 
($12 in advance).

SATURDAY
Feb. 18

Heavy 
metal
The weighty brass 
instruments of Moon 
Hooch will blow you 
away tonight! The 
Brooklyn band, made 
up of two saxophone 
players and a percus-
sionist, has gone 
from busking on the 
subway to launching 
its third album, “Red 
Sky,” at tonight’s 
show. With an open-
ing performance 
from beatboxer Hon-
eycomb.

8 pm at Brooklyn Bowl [61 
Wythe Ave. between N. 
11th and N. 12th streets in 
Williamsburg, (718) 963–
3369], www.brooklynbowl.
com. $17 ($15 in advance).

SUNDAY
Feb. 19

Hope’s up
Today is your last 
chance to catch “A 
Man of Good Hope,” 
the vibrant, uplifting 
musical about a boy 
from war-torn Soma-
lia, who makes his 
way along the east 
coast of Africa to 
Johannesburg. The 
show uses inventive 
staging and tradi-
tional African 
rhythms evoke the 
countries along the 
way.

3 pm at BAM Howard 
Gilman Opera House [651 
Fulton St. between 
Rockwell and Ashland 
places in Fort Greene, 
(718) 636–4100, www.
bam.org, , www.bam.org]. 
$25–$90.

WEDNESDAY
Feb. 22

Swing shift
Retreat from the 
modern world with 
Tatiana Eva-Marie 
and Avalon Jazz 
Band, which plays 
1930s-inspired jazz 
late into the night at 
the overstuffed bar 
and antique shop the 
Keep, which gives the 
whole event a speak-
easy vibe. 

10 pm at the Keep [205 
Cypress Ave. between 
Starr Street and 
Willoughby Avenue in 
Bushwick, (718) 381-0400]. 
Free.

THURSDAY
Feb. 23

Paranoid 
androids
Sure, Marvin the 
Robot is your plastic 
pal who’s fun to be 
with — but is he 
really a person? The 
Brooklyn Public Phi-
losophers will discuss 
that topic and more 
tonight at the “Per-
sons in Science Fic-
tion” lecture led by 
professor Ben Abel-
son.

7 pm at Brooklyn Public 
Library’s Central branch 
[10 Grand Army Plaza, 
between Eastern Parkway 
and Flatbush Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
230–2100], www.brook-
lynpubliclibrary.org. Free. 

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, FEB. 17
ICE SKATING: Lace up those skates 

and get sliding across the ice. $6 ($9 
weekends: Skate rentals extra). 10 
am to 9 pm. LeFrak Center at Lake-
side [171 East Dr. at Ocean Avenue 
in Prospect Park, (718) 462–0010], 
www.lakesidebrooklyn.com. 

ART, “THIS IS BROOKLYN” OPENING 
RECEPTION: A group show curated 
by Krystyna Printup. Free. 5–7 pm. 
The Stoop (853 Wyckoff Ave. be-
tween Cornelia Street and Jefferson 
Avenue in Bushwick). 

READING, “POEMS ABOUT MY 
RIGHTS (WE WILL NOT GO SI-
LENTLY)”: A spoken word and po-
etry event presented by Willow Arts 
Alliance. Free. 6–8 pm. Leisure Life 
NYC [559 Myrtle Ave at Emerson 
Place in Clinton Hill, (347) 725–3167], 
www.leisurelifenyc.com. 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF BLACK 
MILITARY WOMEN: The group’s 
newly formed Brooklyn Chapter wel-
comes new members to its meeting. 
Free. 6:30 pm. (665 Willoughby Ave. 
between Throop Avenue and Mar-
cus Garvey Boulevard in Bedford-
Stuyvesant). 

THEATER, “ESCAPED ALONE”: A 
comically black look at catastrophe, 
featuring four women who chat in 
a sunny backyard, interrupted by 
reports of bizarre disasters. Tickets 
start at $30. 7:30 pm. BAM Harvey 
Theater [651 Fulton St. at Rockwell 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 636–
4100], www.bam.org. 

THEATER, “BEARDO”: An indie rock 
musical about Rasputin, the infa-
mous mystic who slept his way to the 
top of the Russian aristocracy. $25. 
8 pm. St. John’s Lutheran Church 
[155 Milton St. between Manhat-
tan Avenue and Franklin Street in 
Greenpoint, (718) 389–4012], www.
pipelinetheatre.org. 

THEATER, “ENTERPRISE”: A fast-
paced surreal comedy about a 
business on the brink of collapse, 
with four workers willing to try email 
hacking and animal sacrifi ce to save 
the company. $18. 8 pm. The Brick 
[575 Metropolitan Ave. between 
Union Avenue and Lorimer Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 907–6189], www.
bricktheater.com. 

THEATER, “HAIR”: The Heights Play-
ers present the rocking musical 

about hippies in the shadow of the 
Vietnam War. $25. 8 pm. Heights 
Players [26 Willow Pl. between Jora-
lemon and State streets in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 237–2752], www.
heightsplayers.org. 

FILM, “ROMEO + JULIET”: An immer-
sive screening of Baz Luhrman’s take 
on Shakespear, with remixed video 
scenes and a live cast of dancers and 
aerialists. $15. 8 pm. House of Yes (2 
Wyckoff Ave. at Jefferson Street in 
Bushwick), www.houseofyes.org. 

MUSIC, BLAKSHEL: Free. 9:30 pm. 
BAM Cafe (30 Lafayette Ave. be-
tween Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene), www.bam.
org/programs/bamcafe-live. 

SAT, FEB. 18
THEATER, “PUSS IN BOOTS”: The 

classic tale of a well-dressed kitty is 
adapted for the marionette stage. 
$10 ($8 kids). 12:30 pm and 2:30 
pm. Puppetworks [338 Sixth Ave. 
at Fourth Street in Park Slope, (718) 
965–3391], www.puppetworks.org. 

DANCE, SWORD DANCE FESTI-
VAL AT PARK SLOPE LIBRARY: 
Family-friendly free performances of 
traditional English sword dancing, 
performed to live music. Free. 1 pm. 
Park Slope Library (431 Sixth Ave. 
at Ninth Street in Park Slope), www.
halfmoonsword.org. 

THEATER, “MARRY ME A LITTLE”: 
Stephen Sondheim’s charming and 
bittersweet musical follows two 
urban singles who never leave their 
adjoining apartments. $25. 2 pm. 
Gallery Players [199 14th St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in Park 
Slope, (212) 352–3101], www.gallery-
players.com. 

THEATER, “YOU’RE A GOOD MAN, 
CHARLIE BROWN”: The Peanuts 
Gang entertain kids young and old 
with song and stories. $20. 2 pm. 

See 9 DAYS on page 8

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

SUN, FEB 19
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLAND-

ERS VS. NEW JERSEY DEVILS: 
$15–$275. 6 pm.

THU, FEB 23
RINGLING BROS. AND BARNUM 

& BAILEY CIRUCS PRESENTS 
“OUT OF THIS WORLD”: $15–
$182. 7 pm.

FRI, FEB 24
RINGLING BROS. AND BARNUM 

& BAILEY CIRUCS PRESENTS 
“OUT OF THIS WORLD”: $15–
$182. 11 am, 3 pm and 7 pm. 

SAT, FEB 25
RINGLING BROS. AND BARNUM 

& BAILEY CIRCUS PRESENTS 
“OUT OF THIS WORLD”: $15–
$182. 11 am, 3 pm and 7 pm.

SUN, FEB 26
RINGLING BROS. AND BARNUM 

& BAILEY CIRCUS PRESENTS 
“OUT OF THIS WORLD”: $15–
$182. 11 am, 3 pm and 7 pm.

TUE, FEB 28
RINGLING BROS. AND BARNUM 

& BAILEY CIRCUS PRESENTS 
“OUT OF THIS WORLD”: $15–
$182. 7 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to 
present Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and the 
New York Daily News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Tuesday at 2:00 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-
out segments, can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH TUESDAY AT 2:00PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, and, 
of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn Paper 
radio is the only webcast where you’ll hear 
Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira Eisen-
berg, Andrew Dice Clay, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and two-time guest Borough 
President Eric Adams.

So tune in each week live Tuesdays at 2:00 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes, 
Stitcher, and Mixlr.

The wrong hands: The forces of evil, also known as the New 
Jersey Devils, will stop at nothing to defeat the New York Is-
landers, who embody all that is good, during their match at 
Barclays Center on Feb. 19.
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COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER
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BrooklynCenter.org or 718-951-4500

ARTS
BROOKLYN

CENTER for the PERFORMING

A Con Edison Music Masters Series Event

DR. LONNIE 
SMITH
Sat, Feb 25 at 8pm, $35

Kumble Theater at LIU Brooklyn
(Flatbush Ave between DeKalb and Willoughby) 
One University Plaza, Brooklyn, NY 11201

Honorees are being celebrated 
at the Gay City News Impact Awards Gala on March 30

To Get Your Tickets Today, Visit gaycitynews.nyc/impact
or Contact Jennifer Stern 

718-260-8302  or  jstern@cnglocal.com

The second annual Gay City News Impact Awards will recognize 
and celebrate outstanding contributions to New York City’s LGBTQ 

community, its progress, and its achievements

WON’T YOU JOIN US?

Post your congratulations message 
in the special keepsake issue 

pro�ling the honorees on March 30, 2017

Contact Amanda Tarley 
For More Information: 718-260-8340

amanda@gaycitynews.com

gaycitynews.nyc

HOT & COLD ANTIPASTI
15 different items special to Carnevale

PASTA
choice of:

Lasagna Carnevale Santa Lucia

CARNE
choice of:

DESSERT
choice of:

Coffee or Tea

Saturday, February 18th & February 25th or Tuesday, February 28th 
– $60.00 p.p.  |  All other days – $50.00 p.p.

I t a l i a n  R e s t a u r a n t
1464 86th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11228

(Between 14th and 15th Avenues) 

718.236.9883
www.tommasoinbrooklyn.com

Tommaso’s
Carnevale Menu
Friday, February 17th through 
Tuesday, February 28th

Continuous Entertainment! Operatic Arias, Folks Songs and Broadway Standards

By Alexandra Simon
Brooklyn Paper

I
t’s not for you, grandpa!

A new weekly television 
show created by millennials, 

for millennials will tackle cur-
rent events and issues impor-
tant to that generation — and 
only them. The host and cre-
ator of “Tha L Spot,” which airs 
Thursdays on the public access 
channel Brooklyn Free Speech, 
says the show is designed to 
counter media stories that fo-
cus on celebrity gossip and the 
things that millennials have al-
legedly destroyed — like  golf , 
 breakfast cereal , and  democ-
racy . Instead, the show focuses 
on the accomplishments of city 
millennials. 

“Nobody out there is re-
ally promoting stuff for us 
— nobody is talking about 
what’s happening in our com-
munity,” said Crown Heights 

native Jessica Chalmers. “You 
always hear about celebrities, 
but never about the locals in 
the community, so we decided 
to put this show together.”

Chalmers and her two 
friends and co-hosts, Aman-
tha Chery and Camille J. Cruz, 
use the show to discuss trend-
ing topics and chat with a 

guest each week, while a field 
reporter gets the millennial-
on-the-street opinion.

Chalmers started the proj-
ect after noticing a trend of 

 doom-and-gloom stories  
about millennials facing a 
destroyed job market and 
ruinous student loans.

“What I’ve noticed is a pat-
tern and it’s how we all need to 
fend for ourselves,” she said. 
“The concept is for millen-
nials and by millennials and 
our perspectives on different 
topics. We’re going to be talk-
ing about the good things and 
the great things.”

Millennial concerns in-
clude more than skinny jeans, 
selfies, and emojis, said Chal-
mers. 

“On our first episode we 
discussed finance, how to 
make sure you always have 
money, and being on a bud-
get,” she said. “We need to be 
making sure that we are finan-
cially stable while still push-
ing towards our dreams, rela-
tionships, and health.”

The show, filmed at Bric 
Studios in Fort Greene, also 
showcases the abilities of 
young Brooklyn artists and 
entrepreneurs.

“There are so many talents 
out there that are not being 
highlighted,” she said. “I want 
people to see who we bring 
onto the show. If someone is 
looking for a makeup artist or 
a beauty specialist, instead of 
going to MAC they can find 

someone in the community 
who also does makeup.”

And even though the show 
is geared towards her genera-
tion, Chalmers said that olds 
might still learn a thing or 
two from it.

“The show is inspirational 
for anyone who wants to watch 
a show with different perspec-
tives than people have in their 
age group,” she said. “It can be 
very informative on different 
topics, and even if you have a 
different view on certain dis-
cussions we have, the reality is 
this is what we’re going through 
and we want to inspire you to 
have an open mind.”

“Tha L Spot” airs on 
Brooklyn Free Speech Chan-
nel 3 (Spectrum 1998, Veri-
zon Fios 44) on Thursdays at 
noon and 10 pm.

The generation rap
Brooklyn’s millennial-only talk show

Young voices: From left, Camille Jay, co-producer and host, Jessica Lanice Chal-
mers, executive producer and host, and Amantha Chery, reporter, pose with cue 
cards at a recording for “Tha L Spot” show in Fort Greene.
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By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

S
he talks funny.

One of the producers of pop-
ular local podcast “ Two Dope 

Queens ” — a show that sells out its ev-
ery live appearance at the Bell House 
— will reveal her secrets for making 
sure an audio-only show gets peo-
ple laughing at a “Comedy in Pod-
casting” panel at the Brooklyn Pub-
lic Library’s Central Branch on Feb. 
18. “Two Dope Queens” features two 
black female hosts, Brooklyn come-
dian Phoebe Robinson and Jessica 
Williams, best known for her appear-
ances on “The Daily Show,” but pro-
ducer Joanna Solotaroff says it is not 
just their comedy chops that makes 
audiences tune in. Instead, it is their 
willingness to get real and hold noth-
ing back during their chats about race, 
sex, and romance. 

“We really cover everything — 
there’s nothing that’s off topic. The 
realness in how raw Phoebe and Jess 
are is what makes it so funny. Phoebe 
and Jessica talk about what’s happen-
ing in their lives, it’s really refresh-
ing,” said Solotaroff. “How they both 
had to deal with racist cab drivers, 
where they couldn’t even catch a cab. 
The stories are awful but they make 
it funny, which makes it a safe space 
to critique what’s happening.”

Solotaroff, who lives in Greenpoint, 
will join other podcasters during the 
live talk, including Brooklyn come-
dian Tim Barnes from the show “ It’s 
All True! ,” the titular host of “ Doin’ it 
with Mike Sacks ,” and three hosts of 
“ The Soul Glo Project ” to discuss the 
challenges of producing shows, book-
ing guests, and how to keep listeners 
engaged and wanting more.

“Two Dope Queens” has kept pop-
ular and relevant by adding diverse 

voices and opinions to those of its 
two hosts, said Solotaroff, but it is 
also key that those hosts never stray 
from their true identities.

“Having so many diverse voices 
only makes the show better, having a 
lot of perspectives makes it appeal to 
a lot of people,” she said. “I think, it 
sounds corny, just to be authentic and 
make sure whatever you’re making is 
in line with whoever you are.”

Those planning their own com-
edy podcasts should be sure to keep 
their ears open for ideas, because each 
of the hundreds of comedy podcasts 
already out there offers something 
unique, said Solotaroff. 

She also had some advice for the 
hosts of the borough’s greatest au-
dio show:  “Brooklyn Paper Radio” . 
The beloved weekly show from co-
hosts Gersh Kuntzman of the New 
York Daily News and Brooklyn Paper 
Editor Vince DiMiceli has become 
more popular in recent months, but 
even the most successful podcasts 
still have room for growth, said So-
lotaroff. 

To reach a wider audience, So-
lotaroff suggests going after the bor-
ough’s untold stories

“The Brooklyn Paper has a firm 
commitment to the broader com-
munity that is Brooklyn, so what’s 
unique, what is the podcast figuring 
out or talking about that other peo-
ple aren’t?” asked Solotaroff. “Find 
what voices are missing and incor-
porate those.”

“Comedy in Podcasting” at the 
Brooklyn Public Library Central 
branch [10 Grand Army Plaza at East-
ern Parkway in Prospect Heights, 
www.bricartsmedia.org.] Feb. 18 at 
4 pm. Free with RSVP.

’Casting away
Podcast pro offers her advice

Woman in comedy: Joanna So-
lotaroff, the producer of “Two 
Dope Queens,” will take part in 
a Comedy in Podcasting panel 
at the Brooklyn Public Library.
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For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your 
local Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account.2 Get the 
complete access and control you desire with a competitive interest rate and banking on-the-go 
with our Flushing Bank Mobile3 app. 

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1. New money only. APY effective January 19, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot 
be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. 2. A Flushing Bank checking account 
with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance 
is $5,000. A checking account is not required for IRA accounts. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details. 3. Flushing Bank Mobile Banking is available to all Flushing Bank online 
banking users. Mobile carrier fees may apply. 

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

7-Month CD

1.10%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

13-Month CD

1.25%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.

BAR SCRAWL By Bill Roundy

Super Power [722 Nostrand Ave. between Park and Prospect places in 
Crown Heights, (718) 484–0020, www.facebook.com/superpowerbrook-
lyn]. Open Mon–Fri, 5 pm–4 am; Sat, Sun, 2 pm–4 am.

beer at the “Homebrew-
ing Workshop” hosted by 
expert Dailey Crafton. 
Along with learning the 
art of the brew, attendees 
will also taste six popular 
beer styles created within 
the city.

Brooklyn Kitchen (100 
Frost St. at Meeker Ave. 
in Williamsburg, www.
thebrooklynkitchen.com). 
Feb. 27 at 6:30 pm. $60. 

Living Easy 
Celebrate Fat Tuesday 

with Sixpoint Brewery at 
the “Mardi Gras Mambo” 
party. You can listen to live 
Cajun music, eat some 
southern cookin’, and sip 
beers from Sixpoint’s tap 
takeover at this N’awlins-
themed extravaganza. 

Bar Chord (1008 Cor-
teylou Rd at. Coney Island 
Avenue in Ditmas Park, 
(347) 240–6033, www.
barchordnyc.com). Feb. 
28 at 7 pm. Free.

They’re crafty
More than 40 breweries 

will craft custom beers for 
“NYC Brewer’s Choice,” 
the marquee event of New 
York City Beer Week. A 
ticket gets you all of the 
beer you can drink at this 
intimate event, plus access 
the brewers themselves and 
a chef’s table loaded with 
brisket, cheeses, and a 
raw bar. 

Food Science Academy 
at Long Island University 
(1 University Plaza at Flat-
bush Avenue Downtown, 
www.nycbeerweek.com). 
March 1, 6–9:30 pm. $80. 

Beer goggles
Find someone who loves 

beer as much as you do at 
the special speed dating 
and drinking event “Tap 
That.” A ticket gets you at 
least five rounds of awk-
ward dates, and a rare or 
unique craft brew with 
each round, along with 
access to a post-event 
mixer with two-for-one 
drink specials. 

The Well (272 Mese-
role St. at Waterbury St. 
in Williamsburg, www.
eventbrite.com). March 2 
from at 7:30 pm. $25.

BEER...
Continued from page 5

Gallery Players [199 14th St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Park Slope, (212) 
352–3101], www.gallery-
players.com. 

THEATER, “BROKEN BONE 
BATHTUB BUSHWICK”: 
The award-winning, immer-
sive one-person play takes 
place inside a bathtub in an 
actual home in Bushwick. 
$35. 7 pm and 9 pm. Loca-
tion available upon reser-
vation. 

MUSIC, THE SHIVERS, MAX 
JURY, ASHNI AND BEN 
TALMI: $15. 7 pm. Music 
Hall of Williamsburg [66 
N. Sixth St. between Kent 
and Wythe avenues in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 486–5400], 
www.musichallofwilliams-
burg.com. 

THEATER, “NERVOSA, THE 
MUSICAL!”: A puppet show 
musical about a girl who 
travels to Nervosa, a special 
place for special people 
who hate their bodies! $10. 
8 pm. The Annoyance The-
atre [367 Bedford Ave. at 
S. Fifth Street in Williams-
burg, (718) 569–7810], www.
theannoyancenewyork.com. 

THEATER, “SWEENEY 
TODD”: Experience Ste-
phen Sondheim’s infamous 
tale of a demon barber out 
for revenge in an intimate, 
gothic setting!  $40 ($30 
seniors and students). 8 
pm. The McKinney Chapel 
at First Unitarian Society 
(116 Pierrepont St. between 
Clinton Street and Monroe 
Place in Brooklyn Heights), 
www.theater2020.com. 

MUSIC, THE ED STOUTE EX-
PERIENCE: Free. 9:30 pm. 
BAM Cafe (30 Lafayette 
Ave. between Ashland Place 
and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org. 

SUN, FEB. 19
MUSIC, THE ATTACCA QUAR-

TET: $35. 7 pm. National 
Sawdust [80 N. Sixth St. 
at Wythe Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (646) 779–8455], 
www.nationalsawdust.org. 

THEATER, “BROKEN BONE 
BATHTUB – BUSHWICK”: 7 
pm and 9 pm. See Saturday, 
Feb. 18. 

MUSIC, GENE BERTONCINI 
SOLO GUITAR CONCERT: 
$20. 7 pm. The Drawing 
Room [56 Willoughby St. 
between Lawrence and Jay 
streets in Downtown, (917) 
648–1847], www.drawing-
roommusic.com. 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN SYM-
PHONY ORCHESTRA: 
Works by William Walton, 
Ottorino Respighi, and 
George Gershwin. $10 
($20 non-members). 2 pm. 
Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org.  

COMEDY, FREE COMEDY: A 

free monthly comedy show 
run with comedians from 
around the country, food, 
and drinks. Free. 7:30 pm. 
Humboldt & Jackson [434 
Humboldt St. at Jackson 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
349–3355], humboldtand-
jackson.com. 

MON, FEB. 20
IOUTDOORS, MID-WINTER 

RECESS: Bundle up and 
discover what your favorite 
park animals are doing this 
winter. Free. Noon to 4 pm. 
Prospect Park Audubon 
Center [Enter park at Lincoln 
Road and Ocean Avenue in 
Prospect Park, (718) 287–
3400], www.prospectpark.
org/audubon.

TUES, FEB. 21
OUTDOORS, HISTORY AND 

COLONIAL GAMES: Step 
back in time and discover 
what Colonial-era kids 
played during their free 
time. Free. 1–2:30 pm. Fort 
Greene Park Visitor Cen-
ter [Enter park at Myrtle 
Avenue and Washington 
Park in Fort Greene, (718) 
722–3218]. 

TALK, FICTION BY BLACK 
WRITERS: A panel dis-
cusses the market for fi ction 
by black authors. Who are 
the readers? $10. 6:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Historical Soci-
ety [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

READING, LISA CAREY: 
The author of “The Stolen 
Child” reads from her book 
set on an enchanted island 
off the west coast of Ireland. 
Free. 7–9 pm. PowerHouse 
Arena [28 Adams St. at 

Water Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 666–3049], www.pow-
erhousearena.com. 

ART, DRINK ’N’ DRAW: Bush-
wick’s Image gallery hosts 
nude fi gure drawing for art-
ists. Booze and art supplies 
provided. $10. 8 pm. Image 
Gallery [1501 Broadway 
between Jefferson Avenue 
and Cornelia Street in Bush-
wick, (917) 449–2084], www.
imagegallery.nyc. 

NIGHTLIFE, JUKEBOX 
BINGO: A combination 
of bingo and music trivia, 
with a little bit of karaoke. 
Winners get free tickets to 
shows and events. Free. 8 
pm. Henri’s Backyard (256 
Fourth Ave. between Presi-
dent and Carroll streets in 
Park Slope). 

WED, FEB. 22
READING, PATRICIA BOS-

WORTH: The actress and 
journalist reads from her 
memoir. Free. 7–9 pm. 
PowerHouse Arena [28 
Adams St. at Water Street 
in Dumbo, (718) 666–3049], 
www.powerhousearena.
com. 

THEATER, “ESCAPED 
ALONE”: 7:30 pm. See Fri-
day, Feb. 17. 

THEATER, “BEARDO”: 8 pm. 
See Friday, Feb. 17. 

THURS, FEB. 23
BUILD A BIRD FEEDER: Urban 

Park Rangers connect chil-
dren with nature to encour-
age active exploration of 
the natural world. Join the 
Rangers for an afternoon 
of fun. Learn how to build 
a birdfeeder for your own 
backyard. Free. 1 pm to 
2:30 pm. Fort Greene Park 
Visitor Center [Enter park at 

Myrtle Avenue and Wash-
ington Park in Fort Greene, 
(718) 722–3218]. 

TOUR, KINGS THEATRE 
HAPPY HOUR TOUR: 
Spend an evening at the 
beautifully restored Kings 
Theatre for a behind the 
scenes, historic tour of the 
venue paired with a glass 
of our best wine. Must 
be 21 or over. One glass 
of wine included with the 
ticket. $25. 6:30 pm. Kings 
Theatre (1027 Flatbush Ave. 
between Beverly Road and 
Tilden Avenue in Flatbush), 
www.kingstheatre.com. 

TALK, RED INK SERIES: A 
quarterly series curated by 
Michele Filgate, co-spon-
sored by Literary Hub. Join 
us for the fourth installment, 
which will feature a panel 
discussion on the topic of 
“The Misfi t”! Free. 7–9 pm. 
PowerHouse Arena [28 
Adams St. at Water Street 
in Dumbo, (718) 666–3049], 
www.powerhousearena.
com. 

MUSIC, A CHAMBER MUSIC 
CELEBRATION OF BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH: A 
performance of works by 
African American compos-
ers and lyricists, including 
Samuel Coleridge-Taylor 
and Maya Angelou. With 
performances by the violin, 
cello, and piano ensemble 
Warp Trio, percussionist 
Rick Martinez, and more. 
$20. 7:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 Pier-
repont St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222–4111], www.brooklyn-
history.org. 

THEATER, “BEARDO”: 8 pm. 
See Friday, Feb. 17. 

FRI, FEB. 24
TOUR, “BROOKLYN NAVY 

YARD — INSIDE INDUS-
TRY TOURS”: Tour some 
of the 330 businesses in 
the thriving industrial park. 
With visits to woodworking 
shops, spacesuit makers, 
and the new technology 
center. $20. 9:30 am. Brook-
lyn Navy Yard Center at 
BLDG 92 (63 Flushing Ave at 
Carlton Avenue in Vinegar 
Hill), www.bldg92.org. 

THEATER, “A SEAT AT THE 
TABLE””: An art making, 
movement, and dance 
event. The closing event of 
“The Altar: Rituals of Heal-
ing in the African Diaspora,” 
a month-long event series 
exploring healing, resto-
ration, and realignment 
in the African Diasporic 
community. Free. 6–9 pm. 
Brooklyn Navy Yard Center 
at BLDG 92 [63 Flushing Ave 
at Carlton Avenue in Clinton 
Hill, (347) 725–3167], www.
leisurelifenyc.com. 

THEATER, “MARRIED BUT 
SINGLE TOO”: Je’Caryous 
Johnson’s play about what 
happens after the divorce 
is signed -- would it be 
cheaper to keep her? Tick-
ets start at $69. 8 pm. Kings 
Theatre (1027 Flatbush Ave. 
between Beverly Road and 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 6

The lions share: Giant felines Masai and King will 
take turns playing with trainer Alexander Lacey dur-
ing the Ringling Bros. and Barnum and Bailey Circus 
show at Barclays Center, opening on Feb. 23.
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Tilden Avenue in Flatbush), 
www.kingstheatre.com. 

THEATER, “SWEENEY 
TODD”: 8 pm. See Satur-
day, Feb. 18. 

THEATER, “BEARDO”: 8 pm. 
See Friday, Feb. 17. 

SAT, FEB. 25
ART, “THE MOON”: Jarrod 

Beck’s “The Moon” ad-
dresses themes such as 
environmental devastation 
through a giant sculp-
tures. Free. 2–6 pm. Smack 
Mellon [92 Plymouth St. 
at Washington Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 834–8761], 
www.smackmellon.org. 

MUSIC, REGINA OPERA’S 
“EMBRACE WINTER” 
SHOW: Regina Opera sings 
for its supper at Vesuvio’s 
Restaurant, with a selec-
tion of opera and Broadway 
classics. Free. 3 pm. Vesuvio 
Restaurant (7305 Third Ave. 
at 73rd Street in Bay Ridge), 
www.reginaopera.org. 

THEATER, “MARRIED BUT 
SINGLE TOO”: 4 pm and 
8pm. See Friday, Feb. 24. 

MUSIC, DR. LONNIE SMITH 
TRIO: Legendary Hammond 
B3 player Lonnie Smith 
brings his soulful brand of 
jazz and funk to Long Is-
land University. $35. 8 pm. 
Kumble Theater at Long 

Island University [DeKalb 
and Flatbush avenues in 
Downtown, (718) 488–1624], 
www.brooklyn.liu.edu/
kumbletheater. 

MUSIC, FORLORN STRANG-
ERS: Free. 8 pm. Hill Coun-
try Barbecue [345 Adams St. 
at Willoughby Street, (718) 
885–4608], www.hillcoun-
trybk.com. 

THEATER, “SWEENEY 
TODD”: 8 pm. See Satur-
day, Feb. 18. 

MUSIC, MUSIC IN MOTION: 
Free. 4 pm. Bargemusic 
(Fulton Ferry Landing in 
Dumbo (Brooklyn Bridge)), 
www. bargemusic.org.
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Top Speakers 

Sunday, March 19th
10am – 3:30pm
Kingsway Events Center
2902 Kings Highway, Brooklyn, NY 11229
(Between E. 29th St. & Nostrand Ave.)

NYC ELDER CARE

senior health & planningExpo & Conference
2017

SAVEdate
the

Register to attend for FREE at
https://eldercareexpo. eventbrite.com

Free Valet 
Parking  

Free Gifts  

Free 
Refreshments

Over 
60 Booths

Great Food

Opportunity 
To 

Interact
With 

Industry 
Leaders

SPONSORS:

If you would like to exhibit, sponsor or conduct 
a seminar call Ralph D’Onofrio 

at 718-260-2510 
or email rdonofrio@cnglocal.com

C.O.D.
(718) 354-3834

www.CODOIL.com 
*Cannot combine with any other offers.

Lic. #74-1810078

PAY C.O.D. PRICES & SAVE!!*

Prompt Delivery
Easy Online Ordering

Metered Delivery
Premium Heating Oil

By Max Jaeger
Brooklyn Paper

A Brooklyn pol falsely 
claimed that several of the 
9-11 hijackers lived in Bay 
Ridge before crashing planes 
into the World Trade Center. 
State Sen. Martin Golden (R–
Bay Ridge) made the bogus 
statement while defending 
President Trump’s immi-
gration ban on WNYC last 
Thursday.

“A number of them that 
drove the planes into the 
— 9-11 — into the building 
at World Trade Center that 
killed 3,000 Americans — 
are you ready for this? They 
were in this community, they 
lived here in Bay Ridge, they 
were visiting in this commu-
nity,” Golden told host Brian 
Lehrer.

That number is zero, ac-
cording to official reports, 
and Golden sounds a lot like 

a certain White House advi-
sor who  invented a terror at-
tack on U.S. soil  while also 
defending the President’s ban, 
according to a local immigra-
tion activist.

“That’s completely a lie. 
He’s like New York’s Kelly-
anne Conway, and we don’t 
need anyone like that,” said 
native Bay Ridgite Murad 
Awawdeh, who also heads the 
Muslim Democratic Club of 
New York. “For him to make 

Pol made up Brooklyn’s 9-11 connection 
to defend Trump’s immigration ban 

Not even close

State Sen. Marty Golden 
falsely claimed that sev-
eral 9-11 hijackers lived 
in Bay Ridge.
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a statement like that — he’s 
peddling fear.” 

A rep from Golden’s of-
fice later said the senator had 
mixed up the deadliest attack 
on American soil, in which 
2,996 people died, with the 
World Trade Center’s 1993 
bombing that killed six.

“He didn’t make it up, he 
mis-spoke,” said chief of staff 
John Quaglione. “When he 
said ‘9-11,’ he was thinking 
‘World Trade Center bombing,’ 
but it didn’t come out. He had 
his incidents mixed up.”

Only one of the six men 
convicted in the 1993 bomb-
ing, Mahmud Abouhalima, 
 lived in Bay Ridge , according 
to a New York Times account 
following bombing.

The Bay Ridge portion of 
Golden’s district is home to 

the borough’s largest concen-
tration of Muslims, and Arabs 
constitute the neighborhood’s 
second-largest ethnic group, 
according to census data.

Boro’s ties to 9-11
The 600-page 9-11 Com-

mission report meticulously 
traces the 19 hijackers as they 
crisscrossed the U.S. in the 
months leading up to the at-
tacks, but it does not men-
tion any living in Brooklyn, 
let alone Bay Ridge.

A few media accounts 
that emerged in the days af-
ter the tragedy tenuously con-
nected two hijackers to the 
borough.

An anonymous Justice De-
partment source told the As-
sociated Press in 2001 that 
Mohamed Atta, who flew 

American Airlines Flight 
11 into the North Tower of 
the World Trade Center, en-
tered the U.S. via New Jersey 
in 2000,  briefly stayed in a 
Brooklyn hotel  before moving 
to the Bronx and then Flor-
ida for flight school.

Pilot Ziad Jarrah, who 
crashed United Flight 93 
into a Pennsylvania field en 
route to the nation’s capitol, 
has an even murkier tie to the 
borough. His name appears 
on a lease for an unspecified 
Brooklyn apartment between 
1995 and 1996,  according to 
a 2001 Boston Globe article , 
which says landlords con-
firmed a photo of Jarrah, but 
the hijacker’s family said he 
was living in Beirut.

Jarrah — a native of Leba-
non, which is not on the Pres-

ident’s travel ban — first 
showed signs of radicaliza-
tion in late 1996 while at-
tending university in Ger-
many, and he trained to fly 
planes in Florida, according 
to the 9-11 Commission’s re-
port, which makes no men-
tion of Jarrah ever living in 
Brooklyn.

Golden’s claim may be bo-
gus, but the cop-turned-leg-
islator is stoking real fear 
among Bay Ridge’s Mus-
lims, Awawdeh said.

“We don’t need more in-
citement — especially in 
Bay Ridge, especially with 
the ‘Muslim ban’ that was put 
in place,” he said. “And some-
one who’s a former law-en-
forcement agent who’s doing 
crazy s---, that should unset-
tle anyone.”

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

They’re the merchants of 
doomed!

The Prospect-Lefferts Gar-
dens stretch of Flatbush Ave-
nue is marred by long-empty 
storefronts as landlords wait 
for gentrification to bring 
higher-paying upscale retail-
ers, according to local shop-
keepers, who say the blight 
is bad for business.

“When you have less busi-
nesses open, you have less peo-
ple coming here to shop,” said 
Shelley Kramer, vice president 
of the Parkside Empire Flat-
bush Avenue Merchants As-
sociation and owner of Play 

Kids toy store. “If you’re walk-
ing down the street and there’s 
a business at every door, it’s 
more appealing.”

There are currently 22 va-
cant commercial spaces along 
the 10-block stretch of Flat-
bush Avenue between Empire 
Boulevard and Parkside Ave-
nue represented by the mer-
chants association, many of 
which have been empty for 
a year of more, according to 
Kramer. 

She believes the landlords 
are letting long-time tenants 
go, and are waiting for high-
er-end businesses to arrive 
when planned luxury residen-
tial properties open up — but 

Dark days
PLG merchants: Landlords 
keeping storefronts empty 
until gentrifi cation hits

Shelley Kramer, vice president of Parkside Empire 
Flatbush Avenue Merchants Association, is spread-
ing the word about the 22 vacant storefronts plagu-
ing Flatbush Avenue in Prospect-Lefferts Gardens.
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that is still a ways off. 
“They’re asking for $7,000 

a month and there are no busi-
nesses looking to open in this 
area that can afford that,” 

Kramer said. “The demo-
graphic and the clientele are 
not here yet.”

Beyond the aesthetics, it 
is also a problem for local 

businesses because many 
aren’t aware that their land-
lords could follow suit once 
their leases conclude, and the 
merchants association is of-
fering advice and legal exper-
tise to help those shopkeep-
ers renegotiate their terms, 
Kramer said.

But that will only benefit 
stores with renewal options 
built into their contracts — 
those without them are at the 
mercy of their landlords, who 
aren’t beholden to the types of 
laws that protect residential ten-
ants from eviction, she said.

“Residential tenants have 
more rights to stand on,” 
Kramer said. “All we have 
is the lease.”

Hoping to drive legal 
change, the merchants asso-
ciation invited Councilman 
Mathieu Eugene (D–Pros-
pect-Lefferts Gardens) on a 
tour of its Flatbush Avenue 
territory on Feb. 13, where the 
clusters of empty storefronts 
struck the local lawmaker as 
a serious problem.

“This is an emergency,” Eu-
gene said. “We have to find a 
solution to help them protect 
their businesses.”

The pol claimed he is work-
ing on two bills to help small 
businesses hang onto their 
leases, but refused to give 
any specifics, leaving the lo-
cal business advocates skep-
tical. 

“He didn’t say what they 
were, which makes me a lit-
tle nervous knowing how long 
it takes to get bills passed,” 
Kramer said.

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Talk about local hotspots! 
Red Hook’s free public wifi 

network is expanding to the 
nabe’s commercial corridors, 
and the community group in 
charge is looking for local 

businesses to house the nec-
essary gadgets to beam the 
broadband around. 

The group  first wired up 
most of the neighborhood’s 
parks and community cen-
ters  after Hurricane Sandy 
drowned the local grid and 

left many without power 
and internet for weeks, and 
has now set its sights on Red 
Hook’s retail rows, including 
Van Brunt, Lorraine, Clinton, 
and Conover streets. 

To extend the informa-
tion superhighway to these 

stretches, the initiative needs 
around 50 local businesses 
willing to host routers and 
radios.

To get involved, business 
owners can e-mail dabriah@
rhicenter.org or call (718) 
858–6782.

Red Hook’s wifi  to expand
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I
f you see something, say 
something.

That campaign, 
launched in New York after 
9-11 and rolled out nationally 
in 2010, suggests that anyone 
and anything we see could 
be out to get us, so our job is 
to immediately alert the au-
thorities.

What a wonderful way 
to turn kind, caring citizens 
into paranoid busybodies who 
don’t even actually help each 
other. All they do is call 911 
and smile smugly.

“People are submitting 
thousands and thousands 
of tips a day,” says Joshua 
Reeves, author of “Citizen 
Spies: The Long Rise of 
America’s Surveillance So-
ciety” (NYU Press). He has 
examined these tips, including 
gems like, “Someone is stand-
ing next to a water fountain, 
checking their wristwatch.” 
And, “I saw a suspicious per-
son watching her daughter on 
the playground.” As a result 
of being asked to err on the 
side of extreme caution, says 
Reeves, “There’s this sort of 
extended paranoia throughout 
the culture that everything is 
a potential signifier of terror-
ism or crime.”

Consider this sign I saw on 
New Jersey Transit last week. 
It began with the usual, “If 
you see something, say some-
thing,” but added, “If it doesn’t 
feel right, it probably isn’t.”

Ah, but what if you have 
been primed by years of go-
ing through airport security, 
being forced to ditch your 4 

fluid ounces of Head & Shoul-
ders in case it is a bomb? At 
some point, our common sense 
gets corrupted and even the 
most innocent items and ac-
tivities don’t “feel right” any-
more. And so we turn to the 
authorities. 

In turn, the authorities just 
keep getting more … author-
ity. You see something like 
this happening at schools, 
with kids being told to report 
any possible bullying to the 
adults in charge; and on col-
lege campuses, where the same 
goes for students encounter-
ing the slights known as “mi-
croaggressions.” Of course, 
no one wants real harass-
ment going unchecked. But 
our young people are being 
taught that they are not com-
petent enough to examine or 
solve interpersonal problems 
on their own. 

To Reeves (and now me), 
this is the one-two punch of 
the problem: Not just that we 
overreact to innocent “trig-
gers,” but that we are told to 
outsource the solution. 

Two examples: On the sub-
way, there are signs that say 
(I’m quoting from memory): 
“If you see a sick passenger, 
do not attempt to help them 

yourself. Alert an MTA em-
ployee or the police.”

So we’re not supposed to 
exercise basic compassion? 
Only the authorities are quali-
fied to help another human?

Example No. 2: We have 
also been told to dial 911 if we 
see a child waiting in a car. 
This makes us believe that a 
few minutes’ car wait is au-
tomatically dangerous, even 
though most of us remember 
waiting in the car when we 
were kids. But once again, 
our common sense has been 
curdled by constant warnings 
of the worst-case scenario — 
in this case, the rare deaths 
of kids forgotten in cars for 
hours. So now, if we’re not 
seeing terrorists, we’re see-
ing terrible parents. 

But here’s the thing. When 
parents tell me about com-
ing out of Walgreen’s only 
to find someone dialing 911 
and screaming at them for 
“abandoning” their child, the 
screamers don’t seem to rec-
ognize that they were watch-
ing the child. They could make 
sure no kidnapping occurred. 
(An extremely unlikely crime 
anyway.) They could hang out 
a few minutes, making sure 
the parents returned, and then 

say something like, “Hi! Just 
watching to make sure you got 
back soon. Your kid is so cute. 
Have a great day.”

That is what good Samari-
tans do. Opening a Child Pro-
tective Services investigation 
on a mom who dashed in to 
get some Tylenol is what good 
Samaritans do not do. Yet to-
day’s Samaritans are asked 
to spy on their neighbors and 
turn them in.

Reeves has felt this in his 
own life. He and his wife have 
four kids and the oldest, age 
7, goes to karate six blocks 
away. 

“We would love to be able 
to send him over there by him-
self but we won’t do it,” says 
Reeves. 

They fear that a citizen 
pumped with fear and armed 
with a cell phone could call 
911 to report a case of child 
neglect. 

Usually, this will not hap-
pen. But if we want to create 
the kind of place we’d like to 
live, a place where onlookers 
wave to kids and help them 
cross the street, we have to 
dial back the culture of di-
aling up the cops.

Asking citizens to assume 
the worst at all times is mak-
ing us paranoid. But asking 
us to involve the authorities 
is even creepier: It is making 
us forget how normal and nice 
it is to be kind. 

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker, author of the 
book and blog Free-Range 
Kids, and a contributor at 
Reason.com. 
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enue store with his brother. 
“No one’s ever thought of this 
before.”

It all started when my edi-
tor ordered me to head down 
to the eatery between Sackett 
and Degraw streets to sam-
ple the burgrito in the name 
of journalism.

Being a meat and pota-
toes guy, I enjoyed the con-
coction — around 900 calories 
worth of beef, bacon, pasteur-
ized cheese, French fries, let-

tuce, tomato, chipotle sauce 
stuffed inside a flour tortilla 
— although at $9.99, the price 
might keep me from coming 
back for seconds.

But my real gripe with the 
burgrito is branding what is 
essentially a bacon-cheese-
burger wrap as a novel mar-
riage between Mexican and 
American cuisines, which it 
clearly is not. 

On a lark, I asked Laby 
whether customers were able 
to customize the dish, and he 

said they could, albeit with 
an additional $1.50 fee per 
ingredient. 

Naturally I asked for an-
other burgrito, this time with 
guac and rice, and the result 
was not only tasty — and, 
at $12.99, ludicrously ex-
pensive — but in my mind, 
more truly worthy of the name 
“burgrito” and Laby agreed 
to add it to the menu for the 
next month.

Seasoned readers will 
know that there is a sandwich 
at Dumbo’s Front Street Pizza 
named for Brooklyn Paper Ed-
itor Emeritus Gersh Kuntz-

man —  an unholy alliance 
of chicken parm and sauteed 
spinach  — and now-defunct 
nearby watering hole ReBar 
 also sold an equally awful 
cocktail of the same name . 

But I am a company man, 
so when Laby asked me what 
I wanted to name my concoc-
tion, I barely hesitated.

“Call it the Brooklyn Pa-
per Special,” I said.  

Ask for the Brooklyn Pa-
per Special at Burgrito’s 
[173 Fourth Ave. between 
Degraw and Douglass 
streets in Park Slope (718) 
313–0877, www.burgritos.
com].

Continued from page 1

BURGRITO...

By Lenore Skenazy

Maybe don’t say anything
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Planned Service Changes

DF
WEEKENDS
10:30 PM Fri to 5 AM Mon
Feb 17 – 21*, Feb 24 – 27
*Includes President’s Day holiday  

D F service on 6 Av is suspended

D  and F service is rerouted in Manhattan and Brooklyn

D trains are rerouted as follows: 
 A  59 St-Columbus Circle Jay St-MetroTech

F  Jay St-MetroTech Stillwell Av

F trains are rerouted as follows:
 Q Lexington Av/63 St Atlantic Av-Barclays Ctr

D Atlantic Av-Barclays Ctr Stillwell Av

In Manhattan:  
 8 Av A   D   

 Q  F  

Free shuttle buses run between:  
 W 4 St D   Grand St B’way-Lafayette St

W 4 St D   East Broadway B’way-Lafayette St 2 Av Delancey St-Essex St

In Brooklyn:  
 D replaces F Jay St-MetroTech Stillwell Av

F replaces D DeKalb Av Stillwell Av
York St Jay St-MetroTech

Stay Informed
mta.info
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