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Your World  — Your News

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

State Sen. Jesse Hamilton is a 
“McDemocrat” who has betrayed 
his constituents by aligning him-
self with senate Republicans, said 
a group of activists who besieged 
the local lawmaker outside a Sun-
set Park community meeting last 
Thursday.

“We voted for Jesse as a Demo-
crat and now he’s siding with Re-
publicans and I’m incensed,” said 
Sunset Parker Johanna Coxeter. 
“He’s a Trojan Horse — a traitor. 
I feel betrayed.”

In November, Hamilton — 
whose district also encom-
passes parts of Prospect-Lef-
ferts Gardens, Park Slope, and 
Crown Heights — became the 
sixth Democrat to join breakaway 
bloc the Independent Democratic 
Conference, which now contrib-
utes eight votes to the Grand Old 
Party’s nine-seat majority in Al-
bany’s upper chamber, alongside 
Republican-caucusing Democrat 
state Sen. Simcha Felder (D–Bor-
ough Park).

The group has been around 
since 2011,  but is suddenly in the 
spotlight  as panic over President 
Trump’s elevation to the White 
House trickles down to the state 
level, where local liberals want 
Democrats to protect them from 
the president’s policies on issues 
including immigration and abor-
tion.

“I feel like it’s gone under 
the radar, and I’m glad people 
are paying attention now,” said 
Asya Pikovsky, a Crown Heights 
resident.

Around 100 protestors gathered 
last Thursday outside the Com-
munity Board 7 offices on 42nd 
Street near Fourth Avenue, where 
Hamilton participated in a panel 
on the Police Department’s “bro-
ken windows” strategy and its ef-

Locals besiege state pol for joining GOP-aligned bloc

that doesn’t change the fact that 
I just got lucky, and I have a lot 
of friends and family that are still 
here illegally,” said Sunset Park 
resident Vanessa Sosa. “It’s not 
fair what’s going on.”

But Hamilton — who recently 
re-branded his Crown Heights 
headquarters as a “sanctuary sen-
ate district,” where he says he’ll 
offer legal services for immigrants 
fearing deportation — claimed that 
the very reason he joined the Inde-
pendent Democratic Conference 
is to put himself in a position to 
negotiate the passage of legisla-
tion like the Dream Act, of which 
he is a sponsor.

“As a member of the IDC, I be-
lieve I am in a stronger position to 
build consensus around securing 
real solutions for all New Yorkers 
— including solutions around de-
fending immigrant rights,” Hamil-

ton said. “I believe I am more able 
to navigate those solutions through 
the legislative process.”

The two parties ended up spar-
ring with competing chants — the 
senator and his staffers shouted 
“black lives matter” against the 
protestors’ calls of “Hispanic lives 
matter.”

A number of activists repre-
senting a cornucopia of other 
anti-Trump causes were also in 
attendance, seeking donations 
and support from protestors for 
their ongoing struggle against 
The Donald. 

“I’m concerned with the whole 
police-state fascist program,” said 
Jonathan Brown, who traveled 
from the distant isle of Manhat-
tan to represent the group Refuse 
Fascism. “We need to build a move-
ment of millions of people and we 
need to print leaflets.”

‘TRAITOR’ HATERS

Demonstrators protest state Sen. Jesse Hamilton outside 
a meeting last Thursday, denouncing his decision to align 
with Republicans as a member of the Independent Demo-
cratic Conference.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Some rappers love getting 
baked — this guy loves baking 
rappers! 

A Bedford-Stuyvesant baker 
is selling cookies shaped like late 
hip-hop legends Biggie Smalls, 
Tupac, and Eazy–E — just his 
way of honoring some childhood 
heroes, he says. 

“I grew up on their music and 
Biggie is from Bedford-Stuyve-
sant so it’s just keeping it alive,” 
said Khayri Ayers, better known 
as “CakeBoi.” “They’re very in-
fluential to my generation and 
we felt like we had to honor their 
name and keep them going.” 

Ayers, also a Bedford-Stuyve-

sant native, just opened his new 
bakery CakeBoi on Throop Ave-
nue between Decatur and Fulton 
streets last Saturday, and has been 
imprinting the visages of rap roy-
alty on sugary dough with custom 
cookie stamps every day. 

The Notorious B.I.G. treats — 
$2 per two — are handily win-
ning the East Coast–West Coast 
cookie rivalry, Ayers says.

“Biggie is the first to go,” he 
said.

Ayers is planning to promote 
them further ahead of the anniver-
sary of Biggie’s death on March 
9, and may even whip up a special 
cake to commemorate the day. 

He also expects to add another 
rapper to the range soon, but re-
fused to say who (we’d suggest 

Brooklyn-born Ol’ Dirty Bastard 
to even out the coastal divide).

Cookies aside, Cakeboi is best 
known for creating fantastical cus-
tom cakes and cupcakes, and has 
amassed a sizeable following on  In-
stagram  with his creations shaped 
like  sneakers ,  grilling meats ,  butts , 
and  bottles of tequila .

But his craziest cake ever was 
a drivable range rover.

“We went and purchased a 
huge remote control car, took 
it apart and built a cake on the 
frame so we were able to drive 
it around,” Ayers said.

Try the cookies for yourself 
— we did, they’re delicious — 
at CakeBoi [627 Throop Ave. 
between Decatur and Fulton 
streets in Bedford-Stuyvesant]. 

Rapper delights
Bed-Stuy bakery makes Biggie, Tupac treats

Khayri Ayers, better known as “Cakeboi,” shows off his Biggie Smalls cookie.
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fect on immigrants. 
Many of the protestors said they 

are the American-born sons and 
daughters of immigrants, and were 
there to insist Hamilton back bills 
that support their foreign-born 
friends and families — includ-
ing the New York Dream Act, 
which will provide funds for un-
documented college students and 
is currently being stonewalled by 
Republican state senators.

“My parents came here le-
gally and I was born here, but 

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

This is going to be an uphill 
battle. 

The Department of Trans-
portation is backpedaling on its 
popular plan to install a two-way 
protected bike path on Jay Street 
between York and Prospect streets 
in Dumbo, leaving locals grind-
ing their gears over its new pro-
posal — for Downtown-bound cy-
clists to ride against car traffic 
with naught but a painted line be-
tween them and the 3,000-pound 
steel machines.

“Can you imagine walking up-
hill and the only thing separating 
you from cars coming downhill are 
lines on the street?” said Hilda Co-
hen of Community Board 2’s trans-
portation committee, where the 
agency presented the new change 
Thursday.

The meeting marked the fourth 
time the city has presented the 
panel with a new bike-lane plan for 
this single block of Jay Street.

 Transportation officials in 
March last year agreed  to wedge 
a bi-directional green bike track 
in between the curb and a lane 
of parked cars on the stretch — 
earning the committee’s unan-
imous support —  after local 
cyclists objected to an earlier 
proposition  for riders and driv-
ers to share lanes. 

But almost 12 months later, of-
ficials have only just realized that 
waterfront-bound riders zoom-
ing downhill in that configura-
tion won’t be able to see much 
over the barrier of stationary vehi-
cles, and could collide with motor-
ists when they merge into shared 
lanes at Prospect Street, agency 
reps told the board.

“They’re going to go right into 
each other,” said Dan Wagner, co-
ordinator for the transportation 
department’s pedestrian projects. 

A bike lane in vain
City backpedals on popular Jay Street plan

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Hold your horses!
Kensington Stables — the only 

place where Brooklynites can rent 
a stallion to gallop through Pros-
pect Park — is being flogged off 
in a bankruptcy sale, and the local 
councilman is getting on his high 
horse by vowing to block any res-
idential development on the site 
unless local jockeys can stay in 
the saddle.

“I’m chomping at the bit to pre-
serve horses in the park,” said 
Councilman Brad Lander (D–
Kensington).

But the property’s broker says 
the neigh-saying pol may be put-
ting the cart before the horse — 
the cash-strapped stable’s Caton 
Place barn was slated to go on 
the block on Feb. 23 with a start-
ing price of $2 million, but now a 
dark-horse potential buyer willing 
to preserve the pony palace has 
entered the fray, and the auction 
is off until further notice.

“There’s no bid deadlines, no 
auction dates, we’re just focus-
ing right now on this interested 
party,” said Marc Yaverbaum of 
MYC and Associates, who is man-
aging the stable sale.

The business’s long-time owner 
died five years ago but had failed 
to keep up with property taxes in 
his final years, and now his widow 
selling the stables to pay off the 
debts, according to their son.

“In the end, and things got away 
from him,” said Walker Blankin-
ship, who manages the stables.

The multi-million-dollar price-
tag on the property, along with ad-
vertising material marketing the 
property as a “redevelopment op-
portunity,” indicates a buyer will 

Kensington Stables manager Walker Blankinship is opti-
mistic that a prospective buyer will allow him to keep his 
horses on the property.
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The city’s new plan for the block of Jay Street has cyclists 
riding towards traffic.
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Existing

Proposed

“As you’re going faster, it’s hard 
for you to look over your shoul-
der and see if they’re going faster 
or not.” 

Now they’re proposing a wa-
terfront-bound bike track painted 
green on the York Street station 
side of the street, and a Down-
town-bound “contra-flow” bike 
lane — that is, headed in the op-
posite direction of traffic — on 
the other side, separated only with 
a pair of yellow lines.

But the panel members hated 
the idea of pitting uphill riders 
against downhill traffic so much, 
one said he’d prefer to use the gen-
erally reviled “sharrows” system 
— where painted markings denote 
a shared lane for motorists and cy-
clists — if it frees up space for a 

more-necessary parking-protected 
Downtown-bound lane. 

“Sharrows on the downhill for 
this one block doesn’t strike me 
as a bad idea,” said committee 
member Brian Howald.

But bike activists say there’s no 
need to scrap the two-way lane at 
all — the city could just take away 
a couple of parking spaces at the 
York Street end to ensure cyclists 
can see before they merge.

“The protected bike lane is the 
best plan and I don’t understand 
why it’s being taken off the table,” 
said Luke Ohlson from bike ad-
vocacy group Transportation Al-
ternatives after the meeting. “If 
it means taking away a parking 
space or two where cyclists would 

Storied Kensington Stables 
goes bankrupt, up for sale

he said. “It doesn’t pay the same 
amount as condos, but it’s per-
fectly possible to operate a suc-
cessful stable.”

Blankinship agrees, of course, 
and says Lander’s threats to de-
rail horse-averse developers don’t 
worry him while negotiations 
with the mystery buyer stay on 
track, although he acknowledged 
it could stop others from pony-
ing up if they go belly up.

“That could discourage some 
buyers,” he said.

The 30 horses at Kensing-
ton Stables work for a living, 
and if they’re unable to stay in 
their park-side accommodations, 
Blankinship says he’ll be forced 
to turn to his friends in the horse-
rescue industry to adopt them — 
although that will likely leave 
other steeds stuck in the glue 
business.

“My horses would be fine, but 
that means other horses would go 
to the slaughter,” he said.

Fortunately, human-horse co-
habitation isn’t unheard of in New 
York’s real-estate industry —  the 
Police Department moved about a 
dozen horses into a luxury apart-
ment building on the distant isle 
of Manhattan in 2011 . 

The smell of hay and manure is 
even a draw for some — in 2008, 
neighbors in the seven blocks 
around the stables  made an un-
successful bid to rename the area 
as “Stable Brooklyn.”   

But Lander thinks the situa-
tion is still un-stable — Yaver-
baum won’t reveal any details 
about the mystery shopper and 
the state of his negotiations with 
them, and any redevelopment 
will still likely require the sta-
bles to close or relocate during 
construction.

“I’d like to learn more, what it 
means if the stable’s closed down, 
and how long would that be,” the 
legislator said. “There’s a lot of 
issues to be considered.”

Horse trade

seek to demolish the horse hub and 
erect housing in its place, Lander 
says, so he trotted out a letter to 
Yaverbaum declaring his inten-
tion to thwart any attempts to re-
zone the industrial land unless the 
developer commits to preserving 
the stables in some form.

“The community strongly sup-
ports the preservation of a horse 
stable at this location,” Lander 
wrote to Yaverbaum. “Bidders 
should be clear about this ex-
pectation.”

The entire Council votes on 
rezonings, but members typi-
cally vote in line with the local 
rep, so Lander holds the reins of 
power. 

Lander bucked against sugges-
tions that he’d be saddling any 
buyer with a business that has 
proven unprofitable in the area, 
claiming that horse rentals are a 
stable business.

“There’s no doubt it’s manage-
able, there’s an appetite for riding,” See JAY ST  on page 6

INSIDE: GET THE RIGHT RESULTS WITH OUR CLASSIFIEDS SECTION
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Workers at three Babeland
stores in New York City – a
mission-driven, queer-owned

sex toy boutique – have made history by
ratifying their first union contract after
organizing with the RWDSU last year.
Workers will receive general wage
increases and adjustments, as well as
signing bonuses and post-probationary
wage increases. Most significantly, it’s
the first union contract that includes
added safety and security trainings and
protocols to protect Babeland’s
predominately LGBTQ and women
workforce in this highly emotionally
intimate industry. 

It’s a contract that shows the value of
unions, and how union contracts can
help workers in any industry and any
workplace. Babeland workers have
unique, job-specific concerns, and by
winning a voice and the power that
comes with it they were able to win a
contract that will significantly improve
their jobs and their work lives. And, it
will help protect them in the workplace,
which was one of the driving reasons
behind their desire to organize. 

In the era of Trump, with those who
have traditionally been marginalized by
society facing uncertain times and an
increasingly hostile environment, it’s
significant that these workers proved the
power we can all win when we stand
together. It’s significant because we all
deserve to be treated with dignity, justice
and respect. Working men and women –
regardless of race, sexual orientation,
gender identity, or immigration status –
refuse to recede back into the shadows,
or succumb to the fear being stoked by
our current presidential leadership. 

We will fight any attempts to
marginalize working people. We see it in
victories like those at Babeland, and we
see it in the emphatic rejection of
Andrew Puzder, who would have been
the most anti-worker Labor Secretary we
have ever known. Even in difficult times,
there is power in unity. Across America,
people are fighting
back, and we in the
labor movement are
proud to be an
integral part of it. 

We will fight any attempts to
marginalize working people.

Our Perspective

For Working People,
Progress and Resistance
By Stuart Appelbaum, President 
Retail, Wholesale and Department Store Union, UFCW

www.rwdsu.org

In the era of Trump, it’s
significant that these workers
proved the power we can all win
when we stand together.

By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

The Kosciuszko Bridge is 
going out with a bang!

The state will blow up parts 
of the old span sometime this 
summer,  Gov. Cuomo told 
CBS2 on Tuesday . 

Once traffic is up and run-
ning on the brand-new incar-
nation of the bridge — sched-
uled to open in April — crews 
will haul the center portion 
away and then make the re-
mainder of the 77-year-old an-
tique go “boom.”

Removing the 2,400-ton 
center span will take two 

barges and 48 hours, and 
will take place sometime in 
April or May,  according to 
the Coast Guard .

Sending the rest of the bridge 
up in smoke instead of disman-
tling the entire thing will save 
between seven and nine months 
of work, Cuomo claimed.

A spokesman for commu-
nity organization the New-
town Creek Alliance said it 
wasn’t aware of the explosion 
plans, but isn’t too worried 
about debris ending up in 
the river, because the state 
has paid a lot of attention to 
keeping workers and the wa-

Car-boom!
Cuomo: I’m going to blow 
up old Kosciuszko Bridge

The old Kosciuszko Bridge’s days are numbered.
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Workers started build-

ing the first of two new eye-
catching Kosciuszkos in 2013, 
and  are scheduled  to kick off 
construction on the second — 
slated to be ready in 2020 — 
once the original bridge is re-

duced to rubble.
The first of the new bridges 

will sport five lanes and ulti-
mately serve Queens-bound 
traffic, while the second will 
welcome travellers to Kings 
County with four car lanes  and 
a bike and pedestrian path .

By Alexandra Simon
Brooklyn Paper

He went to a wedding, but 
didn’t mean to say “I do.”

State Sen. Kevin Parker 
(D–Flatbush) is under fire 
over revelations that he voted 
in favor of a bill prohibiting 
cities from declaring “sanctu-
ary” status for undocumented 
immigrants last summer. But 
the pol, who represents many 
immigrants in Flatbush and 
part of Kensington, is claim-
ing it was just an accident 
— he was off officiating 
friends’ nuptials during the 
vote, and got marked as a sup-
porter due to arcane rules that 
count someone present for the 
session but not there for the 
actual vote as a “yes.”

“I didn’t vote for it — I had 
to leave because I was offici-
ating a wedding and that was 
not the last day to vote, it was 
the bleed-over day,” he said. 
“I was marked ‘yes’ because 
I wasn’t there.”

Parker is one of four sen-
ate Democrats whose votes 
helped pass the legislation 
through the senate in June 

Parker’s ‘accidental’ immigration vote in the spotlight

2016, and a similar bill is now 
back on the floor — this time 
with far more eyes on it due 
to President Trump’s plan to 
deport more undocumented 
immigrants and to pull fed-
eral funds from places that 
offer them sanctuary. 

But Parker claims his vote 
is really in the spotlight now 
due to a smear campaign from 
members of the Independent 
Democratic Conference — a 
breakaway group of senate 

Democrats that partners with 
Republicans — who are try-
ing to avert negative atten-
tion from themselves.

“This is much ado about 
nothing and an attempt by ren-
egade Democrats to deflect 
from their interest in disem-
powering the black and Latino 
community with my vote from 
late 2016,” said Parker. 

But local immigrant lead-
ers say it is much ado about 
something when a pol is too 
busy with a friend’s wedding 
to realize he’s voting against 
his own constituents.

“A politician is supposed 
follow this and you have to 
make sure you know what 
you are doing — that’s why 
you’re in the state senate,” 
said Mamnunul Haq, a long-
time Kensington resident and 
leader in the local Bangla-
deshi community. “We the 
people, the community, are 
depending on the politicians 
— that’s their job, we voted 
them to keep us safe and do 
better for us.”

Parker insists he does sup-
port making New York City 

and State sanctuaries, and 
pointed to his past support 
for the Dream Act, the Do-
mestic Workers Bill of Rights, 
and providing voting materi-
als in Haitian Creole as proof 
of what side he is on.

“I represent the largest 
concentration of Caribbean 
immigrants outside of the Ca-
ribbean — half of the consul 
generals from the Caribbean 
live in my district — so how 
to do I become a 15-year in-
cumbent unless I have an im-
peccable record on immigra-
tion?” he said. “My history 
and record on issues around 
immigrants and immigration 
speak for themselves.”

But Haq says he doesn’t 
feel like the state senator — 
whose district covers part but 
not all of Kensington — has 
been there for his community 
since Trump was elected.

“The community counts 
on him but I never ever saw 
him in Kensington,” he said. 
“After Donald Trump’s Mus-
lim ban we did a ‘hate-free 
zone protest’ in Kensington 
and I didn’t see him.”

No ‘sanctuary’ for pol

State Sen. Kevin Parker
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         ©2017 Success Academy Charter Schools.

Success starts with
taking a hands-on approach.
Our free, world-class schools allow students to thrive by providing opportunities for
critical thinking, emotional development, and creative expression.

Apply Now at SuccessAcademies.org

®

Call: 844-243-5318   |  www.nyee.edu/williamsburg

101 Broadway, Suite 201, Brooklyn, NY 11249

Access to Superb Eye and ENT 
Specialists Just Got Easier

New York Eye and Ear Infirmary of Mount Sinai 

(NYEE) brings its most requested specialty 

services to Brooklyn. With another convenient 

location, Williamsburg residents have access to 

nationally recognized experts in eye, ear, nose  

and throat care right in the neighborhood.  

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Talk about a warm and 
fuzzy feeling! 

A Cobble Hill family was 
almost moved to tears when 
an anonymous neighbor re-
placed their kid’s lost lamb 
toy, responding to adorable 
“missing” signs the rug rat 
put up around the neighbor-
hood.

“Everybody was close to 
tears, all three of my kids 
thought it was the coolest 
thing,” said 6-year-old Elliot 
Flaccus’s mom Casey Moore. 
“They couldn’t believe that 
someone would be so kind 
to send a stuffed animal to 
somebody that they didn’t 
even know.” 

The Henry Street young-
ster misplaced his beloved pal 
Lamby on the way to the play-
ground on Feb. 8, and made 
the signs featuring a hand-
drawn depiction of the miss-
ing toy and the message “Not 
real does not have a tag,” as 
 first reported  by local blog 
Pardon Me For Asking. 

Two days later, the fam-
ily received an Amazon box 
with a new stuffed sheep in-

EWE’VE GOT MAIL
Cobble Hillian anonymously replaces missing lamb toy

side and a note reading, “Hi 
Elliot, we saw your poster in 
the neighborhood. Sorry you 
can’t find Lamby. Hopefully 
this guy can help :) From, your 
neighbors.” 

The newest incarnation of 
Lamby is just as loved, but 
will not be visiting the play-

ground anytime soon, accord-
ing to Moore.

“He’s an indoor lamb and 
not allowed to go outside,” 
she said. “He has a special 
place in the family.”

Now the family is trying to 
spread some of the goodwill by 
spreading its story around.

“My eyes are opened a lit-
tle bit more in just finding 
ways I can be extra gener-
ous to people,” said Moore. 
“We took pictures and posted 
on Facebook to spread a little 
bit of good news in between 
all of the posts about Don-
ald Trump.”

Six-year-old Elliot Flaccus 
has a new stuffed lamb 
thanks to an anonymous 
neighbor. Elliot drew up 
this “missing” sign and 
posted it around the 
neighborhood in hopes 
of finding his toy lamb.
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By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

A former Brooklyn Pa-
per reporter just won a ma-
jor journalism award, but he 
hasn’t forgotten his commu-
nity newspaper roots!

Alec MacGillis, who broke 
in his shoe-leather chasing 
scoops in Bay Ridge and 
Brooklyn Heights in the late 
’90s,  scored a prestigious Polk 
Award last Tuesday  for his 
coverage of the presidential 
election with online outlet 
ProPublica — and he did 

it with the skills he honed 
collecting police blotters and 
chatting to cranks at commu-
nity board meetings.

“It was such a valuable ex-
perience to be at those com-
munity board meetings, 
covering the various police 
precincts, just to learn how to 
talk to people who are com-
pletely unlike yourself,” said 
MacGillis, who now lives in 
Baltimore. 

MacGillis worked at the 
paper’s old Court Street of-
fice in 1997 alongside then-

‘Paper’ boy
Former BP reporter wins 
prestigious journo award

reporter Vince DiMiceli, who 
says the Yale grad’s knack for 
the news business was clear 
from his first byline.  

“Alec was one of the few 
reporters who walked into the 

Brooklyn Paper office with 
all the tools in place to be-
come a great reporter,” said 
DiMiceli, who is now the Pa-
per’s editor in chief. 

MacGillis still recalls cov-
ering the furor over waste-
transfer stations, Brooklyn 
Bridge Park when it was 
just a twinkle in developers’ 
eyes, and the horrifying case 
of Abner Louima — who po-
lice officers sodomized with 
a broomstick.

It was an eye-opening 
experience for a young man 
who’d never worked any-
where larger than New Ha-
ven, Conn. 

“Suddenly living and work-
ing in this massive borough 
and taking the train all around 
— to Bay Ridge, to check the 
blotter way over in Bath Beach 
with all those Russians there 
— it was incredibly intense 
for me,” he said.

Alec MacGillis, a former 
Brooklyn Paper report-
er, is now a Polk Award-
winner.
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•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

Register to attend for FREE entry, before tickets are sold out, at
https://eldercareexpo.eventbrite.com

If you would like to exhibit, sponsor or conduct 
a seminar call Ralph D’Onofrio 

at 718-260-2510 
or email rdonofrio@cnglocal.com

The Allure Group

SPONSORS:

Free Lunch 
to the fi rst 
250 people 
to register

Sunday, March 19th

10am–3:30pm
KINGSWAY EVENTS CENTER
2902 Kings Highway 
(Between E. 29th Street & Nostrand Avenue)
Brooklyn, NY 11229

Free Valet Parking

The event will feature: 

NYC ELDER CARE

senior health & planningExpo & Conference
2017

Attention Seniors 
& Caregivers  

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

Dumbo–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

A villain slashed a man on 
the chin with an sharp object 
after they got into a scuffle 
on a Clinton Hill-bound A 
train on Feb. 19.

The victim boarded the 
train at Fulton Street when 
it pulled into Hoyt-Schermer-
horn station, the baddie ap-
proached him and a fight 
ensued. 

In the midst of the bat-
tle, the brute pulled out the 
sharp object, slashed the man 
on the chin, and fled, police 
reported. 

Checked out 
A thief lifted a woman’s 

wallet out of her shopping 
cart as she was perusing the 
aisles of a Fulton Street store 
on Feb. 13.

The lady was inside the 
store near Bridge Street at 2 
pm when the snake reached 
into her handbag she had 
placed in the cart and took her 
wallet, which contained $100, 
her social security card, and 
credit cards, police said.

Turned up 
A brute bashed a man who 

tried to stop him from steal-
ing iPhones and speakers 
from a Fulton Street store 
on Feb. 15.

The jerk attempted to take 
iPhones out of a display in 
the shop by Smith Street at 
2:20 pm when the victim ap-
proached him, according to 
a report. 

The knave then punched 
the guy in the face and took 
a $49 pair of speakers, but 
dropped them on his way out, 
authorities said.

Mid-day break-in
A weasel broke into a Court 

Street apartment and stole a 
woman’s passport and $200 
on Feb. 15. 

The resident told police she 
stepped out of her home near 
State Street at 1 pm, and re-
turned at 2:20 pm to find her 
apartment door open and her 
belongings missing.

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Held up 
Three crooks robbed a 

Myrtle Avenue cellphone 
store at gunpoint on Feb. 
16.

The trio of baddies entered 
the shop near Waverly Av-
enue at 5:40 pm and forced 
the employees into the back-
room, police said. 

One of the filchers duct 
taped one of the workers and 
smacked him in the face with 
his bag of stolen phones, cut-
ting him, according to a re-
port. 

The jerks then fled into 
a waiting tan vehicle and 
drove off with the loot, au-
thorities said.

Bagel bash 
A brute bashed a 66-year-

old man outside of a Fulton 
Street bagel shop after they 
got into an argument on Feb. 
13. 

The victim told police 
he was inside the shop by 
Washington Avenue at 8:50 
am drinking a coffee and eat-
ing a bagel when the bruiser 
entered the store and started 
to argue with him. 

The owner told both of the 
guys to leave the store, and 
once they were outside the cre-
tin punched the victim sev-
eral times, bruising his face 
and hands, cops said.

Dirty look
Some lout bashed a sub-

way conductor as she looked 
out the train window at the 
Fulton Street G train station 
on Feb. 18.

The woman stuck her head 
out of the window while the 
train was in the station near S. 
Portland Avenue at 8:39 pm, 
looking towards the back of 
the train. But when she turned 
around to check out the front, 
the brute punched her on the 
top of the head, according to 
a report. 

She was taken Colum-
bia Presbyterian Hospital 
alert and conscious, author-
ities said.

Breaking bottles
A worm hurled a glass bot-

tle at a man’s head inside a 
Grand Avenue watering hole 
on Feb. 19.

The victim told cops he 
was hanging out at a bar 
near Lafayette Avenue at 3:30 
am when he got into an ar-
gument with the yahoo. The 
goon punched and kicked him, 
bruising his nose, and then 
threw a glass bottle at the top 
of his head and fled, accord-
ing to police.

Screwed 
Some bozo tried and failed 

to break into a woman’s 
Washington Avenue apart-
ment while she was home 
on Feb. 15.

The resident was hang-
ing out in her abode near 
Greene Avenue at 12:40 pm 
when she saw the lummox 
trying to break in the win-
dow with a screwdriver, a re-
port said. 

But the knucklehead was 
ultimately unsuccessful in 
his quest and fled through 
the front door, according to 
police. — Lauren Gill

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Poster boy
A woman called the po-

lice after she overheard people 
threatening to rip a “political 
poster” off the front door of 
her Prospect Park West apart-
ment on Feb. 8.

The lady told police she 
was inside her apartment be-
tween 13th and 14th streets 
at 4 pm when she heard a 
group of people outside her 
door threatening to rip down 
her beloved poster.

Fortunately for her, the 
small mob managed to re-
strain itself, and she later 
poked her head out of her 
door to find her poster was 
safe and sound, cops said.

No arrests have been made 
in the case of the scoundrels 
who almost ripped down a 
poster, and the case has been 
closed.

Cat’s me-owww
Cops have called off the 

search for the four women 
who ripped off a hapless 
cab driver on Nevins Street 
on Feb. 5.

The victim told police that 
he picked up the ladies at Hoyt 
and Bond streets at 2:25 pm, 
and was heading towards their 
destination when a catfight 
broke out.

The cabbie told the girls 
to take a hike, when one of 
them suddenly reached over 
and snatched $45 that he’d 
stuck in his sun visor, cops 
said, before all four fled.

No arrests have been 
made and the case has been 
closed.

Car raider
A thief took an iPad out of 

a man’s car he parked inside 
an Atlantic Avenue parking 
lot on Feb. 7.

The victim told police that 
he left his vehicle in the lot 
near Fourth Avenue at 1 pm, 
and returned later to find his 
tablet had been stolen out of 
his center console.

Going shopping
Cops busted a man and 

woman who they say ripped 
off a Third Street supermar-
ket of nearly $1,150 worth of 
goods on Feb. 10.

An employee told police 
that the suspects were spot-
ted inside the market near 
Third Avenue at 9:55 pm, 
when they attempted to make 
off with a small fortune in 
food, clothing, medicine, and 
other goods.

Shredder
Cops arrested a man for al-

legedly stealing a pricey Gib-
son guitar from a Flatbush Av-
enue store on Dec. 22.

An employee told police 
that the suspect was spotted 
inside the store near Atlan-
tic Avenue at 5 pm, when he 
stuffed the $4,319 guitar into 
his jacket and took off.

The store didn’t report the 
theft until Feb. 6, and the sus-
pect was arrested not long af-
ter.. — Colin Mixson

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Bad deal
A drug dealer mugged a 

man at gunpoint as he was 
trying to buy pot from him 
on 70th Street on Feb. 19, said 
police. 

The victim told police 
he was trying to buy mari-
juana from an acquaintance 
when he came into his apart-
ment between Narrows Av-
enue and Colonial Road at 
2 pm brandishing a silver 
handgun. 

The tough pointed the 
gun at the man and stated, 
“Give me everything you 
have.” 

He emptied the man’s laun-
dry basket and demanded he 

fill it with his belongings, 
cops said. 

The goon fled on foot with 
three pairs of sneakers, a per-
fume bottle, and $2,000 from 
the man’s dresser, according 
to a police report. 

Handy man
A thief crept into a man’s 

Bay Ridge Avenue home on 
Feb. 17 and made off with 
power tools, said police. 

The man told police he left 
the back door of his home be-
tween 10th and 11th avenues 
unlocked. 

He left his home briefly, 
but upon returning at 7 pm 
he discovered a hammer drill 
and a set of screwdrivers miss-
ing, cops said.

— Caroline Spivack

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

Police kill Bushwick teen 

Baddie slashes man on the chin 

By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

Police officers shot and killed an 18-year-
old in Bushwick early Sunday morning 
after they say he tried to rob a bodega 
then pointed what turned out to be a pel-
let gun at them.

Three cops responded to a report of 
Bushwick man Sergio Reyes holding up 
the deli on Starr Street and Irving Ave-
nue at 12:40 am, and found him heading 
towards Knickerbocker Avenue, accord-
ing to a report.

When the officers confronted Reyes, 
they say he raised the gun towards them, 
and the cops responded by firing several 
rounds into the teen — hitting him 14 times, 
the city’s Medical Examiner says.

Emergency responders took Reyes to 
Woodhull Hospital, where he later died, 
officials reported.

Police say this security footage still shows Reyes sticking up a bodega 
before he was shot.
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Cops say this is the pellet gun Ser-
gio Reyes was pointing at them 
when they shot him.
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Police have released a photo of the pel-
let gun and a security-camera still of a 
masked man holding up the bodega at 
gunpoint. 

The clerk says the robber was trying 
to steal beer,  according to a New York 
Times  report. 

FOLLOW OUR 
DAILY UPDATES ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

 BILINGUAL COMMUNITY HOSPICE NURSE (RN)
Bilingual English/Spanish full-time nurse to provide

Hospice Home Carein the Bronx or Brooklyn.

HOSPICE NURSE EDUCATOR (RN)
Passionate, high energy, experienced RN for full-time staff development postion.

BSN required, MSN preferred; 3+ years hospice/palliative care experience.

Competitive compensation and benefits package. Reliable automobile & valid
driver’s license are required. Hospice of New York is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 

FORWARD RESUME TO: JUDITH GAYLE
judith.gayle@hospice.nyc or Fax: 718.784.1413

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Come Make a Difference! New training groups each month.

NASSAU & QUEENS
Contact Angela Purpura

angela.purpura@hospice.nyc or 516.222.1211

MANHATTAN, THE BRONX & BROOKLYN
Contact Sandra Nielsen

 sandra.nielsen@hospice.nyc or 718.472.1999

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT SERVICES

Free bereavement support services for adults who have had a loss.
(Loved one is not required to have had hospice care)

Contact our Bereavement Department at 347.226.4823

718.472.1999  |  www.hospice.nyc

The Vascular Institute
of New York
Welcomes 

Dr. Sheila Blumberg
Vascular Surgeon

Dr. Sheila Blumberg
960 50th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11219

www.VascularNYC.com 
Call for your appointment

718-438-0067
Open Mondays–Sundays
8AM-6PM

Dr. Blumberg is a Board-certified internist
who has dedicated 100% of her time 

to the management of vascular diseases. 
Working in a modern 

4,000-square-foot, state-of-the-art facility, 
Dr. Blumberg focuses 

on minimally invasive techniques that target 
women and underserved minorities.

INFANTS    TODDLERS  PRESCHOOL
BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL  SUMMER CAMP

A PLACE TO WONDER, ACHIEVE AND EXCEL.

Williamsburg.
 

Kiddie Academy® of Williamsburg 
288 South 5th Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11211
718.599.5437
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Carroll Gardens is in the 
good books! 

Local lit lovers are thrilled 
by news that a hotly antici-
pated bookstore is opening 
at Smith and Butler streets 
this spring — not only be-
cause it will fill the void left 
by the closure of beloved em-
porium  BookCourt last year, 
but also because it means 
one less bourgie boutique 
on the stretch.

“It’s a double win — first 
we got rid of a store that 
sells overpriced clothes to 
hipsters, and now we’re 
getting a bookstore,” said 
nearby resident Josh Gor-
dan. “It’s great.”

Borough novelist Emma 
Straub — a former Book-
Court employee and author 
of the New York Times best-
seller “Modern Lovers” — 
revealed tentative plans for 
a new shop called Books 

Word on the street
Local author’s new bookstore coming to Smith St. 

Brooklyn Heights resident Sophia Soloway and Car-
roll Gardener Djuna Dasilva are excited that Books 
Are Magic is coming to Smith Street.
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Are Magic after the storied 
35-year-old Court Street em-
porium  announced its final 
chapter in December . 

Last Thursday, she un-
veiled the exact location 
 via Instagram  after sign-

ing a lease.  
“We’ve planted our flag,” 

wrote Straub and husband 
Michael Fusco-Straub. 
“We can’t wait to sell you 
books.” 

Books Are Magic won’t 

just be a spiritual sequel to 
BookCourt — it will feature 
the store’s old shelves, ac-
cording to Straub. 

The space and will also 
be outfitted with plenty of 
room for kids, hanging out, 
and events, she said. 

Many of Smith Street’s 
mom-and-pop shops have 
given way  to chain stores— 
and empty storefronts —  
in recent years due to ris-
ing rents, so residents say 
they’re particularly excited 
to welcome a new business 
that will really be part of 
the community.

“Smith Street has under-
gone a lot of renovations — 
some good some bad — and 
I like the idea of it having 
something that feels like 
New York City and not like 
another mass-market thing,” 
said  Carroll Gardens resi-
dent Djuna Dasilva.

— with Ruth Brown

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

It is higher education. 
A charter school wants 

to construct a seven-story 
high school on a Clinton Hill 
lot zoned for shorter struc-
tures, and its proposal got 
top marks from Community 
Board 2’s land-use commit-
tee last week.

Members voted 10–0 
with one abstention to okay 
Unity Preparatory Charter 
School’s plan to build a 400-
kid learning institution at 
32 Lexington Ave. between 
Grand and Classon avenues, 
on land owned by housing 
advocacy group Impacct 
Brooklyn.

Under current zoning, 
the school can only erect a 
five-story schoolhouse set 

High-school high
Charter wants to build seven-story school

schoolhouse in the area so 
high-school pupils can keep 
taking advantage of its pro-
grams with local institutions 
such as Pratt Institute and the 
Brooklyn Museum. 

“We have a lot of partners 
in the area and this would 
only allow us to further our 
vision for this school for our 
kids so they get to experi-
ence what Brooklyn has to 
offer in the area,” said Joshua 
Beauregard.

The committee members 
didn’t have much to say about 
the proposal, quickly approv-
ing it after posing just a few 
questions about the function 
of the new school. 

The application will now 
go before the full commu-
nity board at its next meet-
ing on March 8. 

The board’s decision is 
only advisory, however, 
and the Board of Standards 
and Appeals will have the 
final say. 

If approved, Beauregard 
said his team plans to have 
the high school up and run-
ning in two years. 

This is what the 
new school will 
look like.
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back from the street, and 
it is seeking the city’s tick 
of approval to build two 
floors higher and closer to 

the sidewalk. 
Unity Prep 

started as a mid-
dle school in 
2013 and has 
been growing 
by one grade ev-
ery year. Sixth-, 
seventh-, and 
eighth-graders 
share space with 
PS 44 in Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant, 
but ninth graders 
have to schlep to 
another shared 

space in Brownsville, its 
founder told the commit-
tee.

He wants a dedicated 
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I’ve never felt 
stronger.

500+ miles. 7 days.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Fulton Street bus riders 
may finally get to experi-
ence life in the fast lane!

The city wants to add dedi-
cated bus lanes for the B25 and 
B26 between Lafayette Street 
in Fort Greene and Grand Av-
enue in Clinton Hill, because 
the people-movers keep get-
ting stuck in rush-hour traffic, 
a rep told Community Board 
2’s transportation committee 
meeting last Thursday night. 

“There’s a fair amount of 
traffic on Fulton Street and 
parking activity that’s prob-
lematic to the bus,” said De-
partment of Transportation 
spokesman Kyle Gebhart. 

There are already coach 
lanes on the stretch between 
Boerum Place Downtown and 
Lafayette Street, but the buses 
then join regular traffic and 
often get bogged down at peak 
hours when competing with 
drivers making turns, park-
ing, and — worst of all — dou-
ble parking, Gephart said. 

“The biggest issue is a lot of 
double parking that happens,” 
he said. “This is a safety is-
sue and also slows down the 
bus quite a bit.”

Around 20,000 commut-
ers rely on the lines every day 
— often choosing them over 
the C train because they come 
more frequently, he said. 

 The idea  is in its early 

Ful-ton throttle
City wants to extend Fulton St bus lane 

have to merge back into traf-
fic then so be it.”

He thinks the new pro-
posal is a disaster waiting 
to happen.

“Anyone who has ever been 
on a bike lane and had a car 
coming towards them, it’s one 
of the most frightening expe-
riences you can have getting 
around New York City,” said 
Ohlson. “You’re absolutely 
powerless in that moment.”

The committee didn’t vote 
on the plan — Wagner said he 
just wanted to get its feedback 

before presenting what will be 
the fifth iteration of the bike 
lane at a future meeting.

Along with whatever lanes 
end up going in, he also an-
nounced that the city is fi-
nally putting in a signal and 
crosswalks at Jay and Pros-
pect streets.

The agency had been hop-
ing to make the additions for 
years, and a spike in pedes-
trian traffic thanks to devel-
oper  Jared Kushner’s new 
Dumbo Heights office com-
plex nearby  finally sealed the 
deal, he said. 

Continued from page 1

JAY ST...

stages so there are few spe-
cifics, and committee mem-
bers stressed that it is really 
important the agency find out 
how many parking spaces the 
lanes will usurp and how it 
will affect the many busi-
nesses along bustling com-
mercial corridor. 

“This is a strong, heavy 
commercial district so we’d be 
interested in seeing how this is 
going to work,” said commit-
tee member John Dew. 

Along with the bus lane, 
the city also wants to make 
the street safer for foot-based 
commuters by adding “neck-
downs” — painted on sidewalk 
extensions — to shorten pe-
destrian crossings at around 
10 locations between S. Port-
land Avenue and Grand Av-
enue.

Drivers fatally hit eight peo-
ple on the street between 2011 

ditions because traffic on resi-
dential blocks is already calm 
enough. 

“There’s no benefit, you’re 
just wasting money,” said Fort 
Greener Lucy Koteen. 

Others claimed the neck-
downs will just get in the way 
of speeding cars, while some 
drivers will try to use them 
as parking spaces. 

“What happens when it’s 
a little bit of a wider street is 
that cars are going a bit faster 
and they make that turn a lit-
tle fast,” said Hilda Cohen, a 
Fort Greene resident and com-
mittee member. “You have to 
make sure it doesn’t become a 
protected parking spot.”

The city only presented the 
plan to the committee to get 
its feedback, and will survey 
more residents this winter be-
fore developing a complete 
plan and presenting it to the 
board for a vote in the spring, 
according to Gephart.

and 2015, and injured another 
67, according to city data.

But several locals said 
they didn’t need the new ad-

A look at where the city wants to extend the Fulton 
Street bus lane.
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By Caroline Spivack
Brooklyn Paper

Just don’t expect this star 
to make any red-carpet ap-
pearances.

Coney Island’s Wonder 
Wheel will not only make 
a cameo in Woody Allen’s 
forthcoming film — it will 
also lend its name to the ti-
tle. The celebrated and con-
troversial director, who  spent 
time shooting in the People’s 
Playground last summer , has 
named his upcoming 2017 of-

fering “Wonder Wheel” after 
the amusement-district gem. 
The landmarked ride is an en-
during icon that has managed 
to keep spinning through de-
pressions, wars, and Hurri-
cane Sandy — so it’s only fit-
ting that it gets a titular nod in 
Allen’s next flick, according 
to the ride’s co-owner.

“I feel the Wonder Wheel 
is not just a piece of old New 
York, it’s New York itself,” 
said Steven Vourderis, who 
runs the Ferris wheel along 

with brother Dennis. “It’s a 
modern marvel and who better 
to highlight it and Coney Is-
land than Woody Allen?”

Allen and stars Kate Wins-
let and national treasure Justin 
Timberlake spent about three 
weeks last summer filming on 
the Boardwalk — the direc-
tor’s first professional return 
to Coney since 1977’s “Annie 
Hall,” which featured the orig-
inal Thunderbolt roller coaster 
before Mayor Rudy Giuliani 
had it demolished in the mid-

dle of the night in 2000.
The film will center on the 

Boardwalk and amusement 
district in the 1950s, accord-
ing to fan blog The Woody Al-
len Pages, which  first reported 
the new title . Scenes from the 
film will feature the Board-
walk, a retro Luna Park out-
fitted with old rides, and the 
Freak Bar fashioned to look 
like a 1950s dive, according 
to sideshow impresario Dick 
Zigun, who lent his watering 
hole to the director.

Woody’s new ‘Wonder Wheel’
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I
t’s the family that makes 
plays together!

A theatrical family will 
debut two new comedies at 
the Brick theater in Williams-
burg next week. Greg Kotis, 
known for his Tony-winning 
musical “Urinetown,” wrote 
and directs “Lunchtime,” 
opening March 3, while his 
wife, playwright Ayun Halli-
day, wrote and directs “Zam-
boni Godot,” opening March 
2. Halliday also stars in her 
husband’s play, and she says 
that going from a director and 
spouse to an actor has led to 
a few challenges.

“I always have to remember 
to bite my tongue, that I’m not 
the director,” she said. “I have 
my own personal ideas about 
what everybody in ‘Lunchtime’ 
should be doing. If Greg has an 
idea, I don’t get to argue with 
him the way I would about how 
to load the dishwasher.” 

But their closeness also 
makes it easier to convey the 
meaning in the script. 

“I’ve known Greg over 20 
years, and to be so familiar 
with his voice and the kind of 
jokes he thinks are funny,” said 
Halliday. “It’s fun, I’m thrilled 
to be in one of his shows.”

“Lunchtime” is an absur-
dist comedy about an office 
love triangle, made difficult 
by mundane difficulties like 
high rents and bad transpor-
tation, and made worse when 
some punk starts vandalizing 
city salad bars — ruining the 
most beloved time of the day, 
said Kotis. 

Halliday plays an office 
manager who is having an af-
fair with her boss. The show 
also stars the theatrical cou-
ple’s teenage son, Milo Kotis, 
who plays a waiter-turned-bike 
messenger with dreams of join-
ing the police force.

Kotis said he got the idea 
for “Lunchtime” when he first 
moved to the city — he was 
working as a temp, and lunch 
was the best part of his day, 
he said.

“Just being in that environ-
ment, it’s isolating, you don’t 
know anybody. It always feels 
like the first day on the job, 
how important a lunch hour 
is in that kind of work,” said 
Kotis.

Vandalizing a salad bar 
seemed like one of the most 
upsetting things that could hap-
pen — so of course it makes for 
great drama, said Kotis. 

“Just thinking about what’s 
the most violent thing that can 
happen in this kind of envi-
ronment,” he said.

Halliday’s “Zamboni 
Godot,” riffs on “Waiting for 
Godot,” the existential play 
about two men waiting for 
someone who never arrives. 
Playwright Samuel Beckett in-
sisted that the show only star 
male actors, but Halliday’s ver-
sion casts two women in the 
central roles, and has an all-
female chorus to act out the 
humorous storyline. 

Both plays are comedies, 
but each offers a different ex-
perience, said Halliday. 

“Mine is a little more weird, 
a little more downtown, and his 
is a more accessible format,” 
she said. “I think it’s possible 
to like them both, but they are 
very different flavors.”

The two playwrights are 
excited to return to the stage 
after a few years away, said 
Kotis. 

“For the past 19 years or 
so we’ve been parents princi-
pally, and then we tried to do 
theater whenever we can,” he 
said. “We’re really proud of it 
and we’re excited to be play-
ing at the Brick, which is this 
really kind of magical place 
tucked away in Williamsburg 
where great work is happen-
ing all the time.” 

Off the press

They are sending a message. 
A Park Slope gallery will launch a counter-of-

fensive to Trump’s war against the media this week-
end, with an fund-raising exhibit of both political 
and apolitical artwork made on paper. The Ground 
Floor Gallery’s exhibit “Marked Urgent,” opening 
on Feb. 24, will raise cash to protect journalists — 
a task that is has become increasingly important 
as the commander-in-chief continues to slam the 
media, says one of the show’s organizers. 

“Branded as ‘the opposition party’ and pur-
veyors of ‘fake news,’ the press has been aggres-
sively undermined by the Trump administra-
tion in an attempt to minimize their credibility 
and influence over the American public,” said 
Krista Saunders Scenna, who co-owns the 
Fifth Street gallery. “Now, more than ever, we 
need to empower journalists to hold our gov-
ernment accountable and to provide us with 
the facts we need to remain informed and in-
volved citizens.”

All of the pieces in the show are drawn, painted 
or collaged onto pieces of paper that can be used 
for correspondence, including letterhead, post-it 
notes, envelopes, postcards, memos, newsprint, 
and book pages. The format makes a statement 
by itself, said Scenna, because it can be used to 
write and spread news. 

“We love the 
idea that it doesn’t 
have to be politi-
cal or speak to 
what’s happen-
ing right now,” 
she said. “The 
medium sends 
that message 
and is political 

on its own.”
Each piece will cost $75, and $25 from 

each sale will go to the Committee to Project 
Journalists, an organization that defends free-
dom of the press. Scenna said that she and her 
co-owner chose the cause because they feel pas-
sionately about protecting the First Amendment 
from Trump’s efforts to stomp on it. 

The gallery will display about 70 pieces of 
art in the show. Among the work is a series of 
collages from Sara Jones, made out of old post-
cards from Washington, DC.

Another piece, by Park Slope’s Allan Bealy, 
consists of a trio of envelopes addressed with 
the words “Dear dictator,” featuring collages in-
spired by Uruguay’s military rule from 1973–
1985. The message works just as well for Trump, 
said Bealy.

“Apparently our new leader has aspirations,” 
he said. 

And during the opening reception, perfor-
mance artist Daniel Ayat will distribute busi-
ness cards printed with questions about social 
anxiety and other emotions, in place of the stan-
dard name and phone number.

The show will be the first in a series of ef-
forts to raise money for groups protecting the 
Constitution, said Scenna. 

“This is our first response, we will continue 
to be committed to supporting organizations that 
are helping out with the resistance in different 
ways throughout our season,” she said.

“Marked Urgent: An Exhibition in Defense 
of Free Press” at Ground Floor Gallery (343 
Fifth St. at Fifth Avenue in Park Slope, www.
groundfloorbk.com). Opening reception Feb. 
24, 6–8:30 pm. On display Feb. 25, noon–6 pm; 
Feb. 26, noon–5 pm. Free. — Lauren Gill

A R T

Reading picks
B O O KS

By Caroline Spivack
Brooklyn Paper

I
t’s better down where it’s wetter 
— take it from freaks!

A glam rock retelling of “The Little 
Mermaid” will cast its fairy tale char-
acters as sideshow freaks who must do 
battle with wicked real-estate tycoon 
Fred Trump — the father of President 
Trump. “Freaks Don’t Cry,” which opens 
at Coney Island USA on March 3, is a 
fairy tale mash-up that also pulls back the 
curtain on a tumultuous time in Coney 
Island’s history, said its director.

“It’s this fusion of Hans Christian 
Andersen’s ‘The Little Mermaid’ and 
the history of the Coney Island side-
show struggling during this time,” said 
Kendra Slack. “And so you have the 
historical context of the sideshow dy-
ing with people trying to preserve their 
home and what makes it unique, and 
this exploration of the idea of freak-
ness, being the other, and the idea of 
unrequited love.”

In the real-world 1960s, Fred Trump 
bought up swaths of the Coney Island 

waterfront with the dream of develop-
ing condos in the space then occupied 
by the Pavilion of Fun — the center-
piece of Steeplechase Park. To prevent 
the city from declaring the iconic at-
tractions a protected landmark, the el-
der Trump and his friends  smashed the 
glass windows  painted with the iconic 
Steeplechase Funny Face. Those actions 
made the mogul a natural fit for the 
show’s supervillain, said Slack. 

“He bought up all this land try-
ing to build condos and casinos — 
really take away the character,” she 
said. “Which is particularly terrible 
because Coney Island offers this ha-
ven for people who perhaps didn’t fit 
in when they first started out in life 
to come together.” 

Those misfits include the show’s 
five main characters, each a sideshow 
translation of a figure from Anders-
en’s mermaid tale. A charismatic ma-
gician and knife thrower represents 
the prince, a tattooed burlesque em-
bodies the princess he weds, a for-
tune-telling bearded lady mirrors the 
sea witch, and a timid young woman 

who stumbles into the sideshow world 
parallels the little mermaid. 

The dagger-hurling magician, 
played by the show’s co-artistic di-
rector Jordan Chlapecka, narrates the 
story, using text from Andersen’s orig-
inal mermaid text. The original 18th-
century story is much darker than its 
famous Disney adaptation, and it pairs 
surprisingly well with Coney’s side-
show culture, said Chlapecka. 

“ ‘The Little Mermaid’ text lends 

itself to the freak show — the idea that 
she is walking on knives and having 
her tongue cut out is very sideshow,” 
he said. “We found these really in-

teresting textual connections that al-
lowed us to make this show.”

The fairy tale draws on another 
historic figure of the era to inspire 
its original glam rock score and spar-
kling costumes — Ziggy Stardust–era 
David Bowie. The songs inspired by 
the space alien really tie together the 
themes of the show, said Chlapecka. 

“The score has a sort of a stripped-
down glam rock feel and gets to the 
grit of the show,” he said.

Freaking out!
Coney Island musical pits 
sideshow against Trump

Cutting words: Anderson, the illusionist and knife thrower played by Steven Moore, will sing and toss 
knives in the musical “Freaks Don’t Cry,” opening in Coney Island on March 3.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
Jo

rd
an

 R
at

hk
o

p
f

A couple of writers
Married playwrights launching two new comedies

Wait for it: (Pictured top to bottom) Chris Lindsay-Abaire stars in Ayun Halliday’s “Zamboni Godot,” 
an all-female adaption of “Waiting for Godot.” And Amy Berryman, Milo Kotis, and Ayun Halliday 
play office workers in “Lunchtime,” written by Halliday’s husband Greg Kotis.
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“Lunchtime” and “Zam-
boni Godot” at the Brick 
[579 Metropolitan Ave. 
between Union Avenue 
and Lorimer Street in Wil-
liamsburg, www.brickthe-
ater.com]. March 2–18 at 
various times. $18 ( $30 for 
both shows ).

T H E AT E R

“Freaks Don’t Cry” at Coney 
Island USA (1208 Surf Ave. at W. 
12th Street in Coney Island, www.
coneyisland.com). March 3–19 at 8 
pm. $25.

M U S I CA L

Community Bookstore’s pick — “The 
Invention of Nature” by Andrea Wulf

Wulf’s fascinating hybrid of science, his-
tory, and literature tells 
the story of Alexander 
Von Humboldt, a Ger-
man naturalist and ex-
plorer who lived in the 
18th and 19th century, 
and who revolutionized 
the way we look at the 
natural world. Hum-
boldt favored a holistic, 
interconnected view of 
nature, rather than the 
regimented view popu-
lar at the time, and he was one of the first peo-
ple to predict human-induced climate change. 
This masterful book rightfully brings this for-
gotten scientist to light with writing as enter-
taining as it is informative.

— Michael Bender, Community Bookstore 
[43 Seventh Ave. between Carroll Street and 
Garfield Place in Park Slope, (718) 783–3075, 
 www.commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick — 
“My Beautiful Dark Twisted Fantasy” by 
Kirk Walker Graves

This beautifully-written installment in the 33 
1/3 series of music essays 
examines Kanye West’s 
career, post-Katrina and 
pre-Kardashian, cen-
tered on the landmark 
work “My Beautiful 
Dark Twisted Fantasy,” 
which Kanye himself de-
scribes as his comeback 
album.

— Geo Ong, Green-
light Bookstore [686 Ful-

ton St. between S. Elliott Place and S. Portland 
Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 246–0200,  www.
greenlightbookstore.com ].
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
Feb. 24

In the Pinc
Delightfully off-kilter, 
often literally under-
ground trio Pinc Louds 
will launch a self-titled 
jazzy doo-wop indie-
rock album tonight, 
which the band 
describes as “the 
result of a year-long 
collaboration between 
singer Claudi Ausbury, 
two Nyquils and a 
bottle of Merlot.” 
Stop by for fairy tale 
tunes and a bear on 
upright bass!

9 pm at Bizarre Bar (12 
Jefferson St. between 
Broadway and Bushwick 
Avenue in Bushwick, 
www.bizarrebushwick.
com). $5–$8.

SATURDAY
Feb. 25

Beer buzz
Dive into New York 
City Beer Week at its 
Opening Invitational 
Bash, featuring unlim-
ited two-ounce sam-
ples of ales, lagers, 
stouts, and saisons. 
And you can meet the 
heads of up-and-com-
ing Brooklyn brewer-
ies, including Strong 
Rope’s Jason Sahler 
(pictured), and the 
brewers behind Other 
Half,  Lineup, Wart-
ega, and many more.

6:30–9:30 pm at the 
Brooklyn Expo Center (72 
Noble St. at Franklin 
Street in Greenpoint, 
www.nycbeerweek.com). 
$55 ($70 VIP).

SUNDAY
Feb. 26

Feeling Blue
Steve Burns, the for-
mer host of “Blue’s 
Clues” and Steven 
Drozd, from the Flam-
ing Lips, have teamed 
up to form the band 
StevenSteven, and 
today they launch the 
melancholy rock 
opera for kids “Forev-
erywhere,” which con-
tains a three-song 
cycle about a unicorn 
who falls in love with a 
guitar-playing prin-
cess. Everything about 
this is awesome.

1 pm at Brooklyn Bowl [61 
Wythe Ave. between N. 
11th and N. 12th streets in 
Williamsburg, (718) 963–
3369, www.brooklynbowl.
com]. $15.

WEDNESDAY
March 1

Super shop
Get your nerd on at 
new graphic novel 
shop Anyone Comics, 
which opens today in 
Crown Heights! The 
opening event will fea-
ture Aquaman artist 
Brad Walker signing 
his comics, a discount 
on all funnybooks, and 
a $10 “drink ’n’ draw” 
for artists to sketch 
models dressed as 
superheroes starting 
at 8 pm.

5 pm at Anyone Comics 
(1216 Union St. between 
Nostrand and Rogers ave-
nues in Crown Heights, 
www.anyonecomics.com). 
Free.

THURSDAY
March 2

A fairy big 
screen
Watch out for trolls 
as you head down to 
the Manhattan 
Bridge for “Digital 
Fairytales.” The 
series of short films 
inspired by the Broth-
ers Grimm will be 
projected on the side 
of the Bridge tonight 
as part of the Art in 
Dumbo First Thurs-
day Gallery Walk.

6–10 pm at Pearl Street 
Triangle (Pearl Street at 
Water Street in Dumbo, 
www.dumbo.is). Meet the 
creators at Digital Media 
Center (30 John St. 
between Jay and Pearl 
streets) at 7:30 pm. Free. 

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, FEB. 24
ART, “A SEAT AT THE TABLE”: An 

art-making, movement, and dance 
event closes the “Rituals of Healing 
in the African Diaspora” series. Free. 
6–9 pm. Brooklyn Navy Yard Cen-
ter at BLDG 92 [63 Flushing Ave at 
Carlton Avenue in Clinton Hill, (347) 
725–3167], www.leisurelifenyc.com. 

ART, “FRAMEWERK” OPENING 
RECEPTION: A participatory art 
project from artist Saul Chernick that 
asks visitors to draw, paint, collage, 
and write on pre-selected, template 
prints. Free. 7 pm. NurtureArt [56 
Bogart St. between Harrison Place 
and Grattan Street in Bushwick, (718) 
782–7755], nurtureart.org. 

THEATER, “THE SKIN OF OUR 
TEETH”: Thornton Wilder’s tragic 
comedy follows the Antrobus family, 
who survive the Ice Age, the Flood, 
and war in a case study of fortitude 
and the fate of humanity. Starting at 
$85. 7:30 pm. Polonsky Shakespeare 
Center [262 Ashland Pl. between Ful-
ton Street and Lafayette Avenue in 
Fort Greene, (212) 229–2819], www.
tfana.org. 

THEATER, “MARRIED BUT SINGLE 
TOO”: A play about what hap-
pens after the divorce is signed. 
$69–$105. 8 pm. Kings Theatre (1027 
Flatbush Ave. between Beverly Road 
and Tilden Avenue in Flatbush), 
www.kingstheatre.com. 

THEATER, “SWEENEY TODD”: Experi-
ence Stephen Sondheim’s infamous 
tale of a demon barber out for re-
venge in an intimate, gothic setting. 
$40 ($30 seniors and students). 8 
pm. The McKinney Chapel at First 
Unitarian Society (116 Pierrepont St. 
between Clinton Street and Monroe 
Place in Brooklyn Heights), www.the-
ater2020.com. 

THEATER, “BEARDO”: An indie-rock 
musical about the rise and fall of Ras-
putin. $25. 8 pm. St. John’s Lutheran 
Church [155 Milton St. between 
Manhattan Avenue and Franklin 
Street in Greenpoint, (718) 389–
4012], www.pipelinetheatre.org. 

MUSIC, MIXOLOGY: Five artists use 
Roulette’s 12-channel sound system 
to immerse the audience in sonic 
space. $20. 8 pm. Roulette [509 
Atlantic Ave. at Third Avenue in 
Boerum Hill, (917) 267–0363], www.
roulette.org. 

SAT, FEB. 25
MUSIC, REGINA OPERA’S “EMBRACE 

WINTER” SHOW: Regina Opera 
sings for its supper at Vesuvio Res-
taurant, with a selection of opera 
and Broadway classics. Free. 3 pm. 
Vesuvio Restaurant (7305 Third Ave. 
at 73rd Street in Bay Ridge), www.
reginaopera.org. 

MUSIC, DR. LONNIE SMITH TRIO: 
Legendary Hammond B3 player Lon-
nie Smith brings his soulful brand 
of jazz and funk to Long Island Uni-
versity. $35. 8 pm. Kumble Theater 
at Long Island University [DeKalb 
and Flatbush avenues in Downtown, 
(718) 488–1624], www.kumblethe-
ater.org. 

MUSIC, FORLORN STRANGERS: Free. 
8 pm. Hill Country Barbecue [345 
Adams St. at Willoughby Street, 
(718) 885–4608], www.hillcountrybk.
com. 

ART, “TEKNOPOLIS”: A digital arts 
playground designed to inspire cre-
ativity, connect with the future, and 
imagine new possibilities through 
interaction with technology. $15 
daytime, $25 evening. BAM Fisher 
(321 Ashland Pl. between Hansen 
Place and Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org. 

TALK, “EYES ON THE PRIZE” 30TH 
ANNIVERSARY: A day-long screen-
ing of the 1987 television series 
about the Civil Rights Movement, 
followed by a discussion with activ-
ists, storytellers, and documentar-
ians. Free with RSVP. 11 am–6 pm. 
Brooklyn Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

ART, “REMAINDERS”: With meticulous 
drawings of mechanical objects and 
graphite drawings, artists Justin Am-
rhein and Colette Robbins scrutinize 
the distinction between fact and fi c-

See 9 DAYS on page 10

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

FRI, FEB 24
RINGLING BROS. AND BARNUM 

& BAILEY CIRUCS PRESENTS 
“OUT OF THIS WORLD”: $15–
$182. 11 am, 3 pm and 7 pm. 

SAT, FEB 25
RINGLING BROS. AND BARNUM 

& BAILEY CIRCUS PRESENTS 
“OUT OF THIS WORLD”: $15–
$182. 11 am, 3 pm and 7 pm.

SUN, FEB 26
RINGLING BROS. AND BARNUM 

& BAILEY CIRCUS PRESENTS 
“OUT OF THIS WORLD”: $15–
$182. 11 am, 3 pm and 7 pm.

TUE, FEB 28
RINGLING BROS. AND BARNUM 

& BAILEY CIRCUS PRESENTS 
“OUT OF THIS WORLD”: $15–
$182. 7 pm.

WED, MARCH 1
RINGLING BROS. AND BARNUM 

& BAILEY CIRCUS PRESENTS 
“OUT OF THIS WORLD”: $15–
$182. 7 pm.

THU, MARCH 2
RINGLING BROS. AND BARNUM 

& BAILEY CIRCUS PRESENTS 
“OUT OF THIS WORLD”: $15–
$182. 10:30 am and 7 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to 
present Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and the 
New York Daily News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Tuesday at 2:00 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-
out segments, can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH TUESDAY AT 2:00PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, and, 
of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn Paper 
radio is the only webcast where you’ll hear 
Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira Eisen-
berg, Andrew Dice Clay, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and two-time guest Borough 
President Eric Adams.

So tune in each week live Tuesdays at 2:00 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes, 
Stitcher, and Mixlr.

Gone to the dogs: The Ringling Bros. and Barnum and Bailey 
Circus now running at Barclays Center will feature clowns, tra-
peze artists, and plenty of animal tricks. 
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COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER
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For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your 
local Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account.2 Get the 
complete access and control you desire with a competitive interest rate and banking on-the-go 
with our Flushing Bank Mobile3 app. 

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1. New money only. APY effective January 19, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot 
be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. 2. A Flushing Bank checking account 
with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance 
is $5,000. A checking account is not required for IRA accounts. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details. 3. Flushing Bank Mobile Banking is available to all Flushing Bank online 
banking users. Mobile carrier fees may apply. 

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

7-Month CD

1.10%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

13-Month CD

1.25%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.

Brooklyn Bridge Rotary Club Invites You 
To Talk About Emergency Preparedness & 
How Rotary Helps The Community
2/28/17 6:30–8:00pm, Enoteca on Court, 347 Court Street, Brooklyn, NY
Cost is $20 person and includes pizza and soda

Special Guest Speaker: Henry Jackson
Deputy Commissioner for Technology, Offi  ce of Emergency Management.
Henry Jackson is OEM’s Deputy Commissioner for Technology. He has been responsible for the design and maintenance of all the agency’s 
technology needs since 2002. After the City’s EOC was destroyed in the attacks on the World Trade Center, Jackson gathered a team to design 
and build a new center, managing to obtain all the necessary resources and open the new EOC within 32 hours. Prior to being named Deputy 
Commissioner for Technology, Jackson served as the Deputy Director for Administration at OEM. In the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, he 
directed the construction of three disaster assistance centers which helped more than 3,000 displaced Gulf Coast residents adjust to their new 
lives in New York City. A 1982 graduate of Hobart College, Jackson also holds a master’s in public administration from New York University.

“Service Above Self”
The mission statement of Rotary 
International is to provide service to others, 
promote integrity, and advance world 
understanding, goodwill and peace through 
its fellowship of business, professional and 
community leaders.

FOLLOW US ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper

By Alexandra Simon
Brooklyn Paper

T
hey’re hungry for king cake!

The Hungry March Band 
will once again rock the Bell 

House for its annual Mardi Gras 
Bash on Feb. 28. The Brooklyn 
brass band known for marching 
in the streets in support of polit-
ical causes always looks forward 
to Fat Tuesday, said one long-time 
member. 

“Mardi Gras is one of the few hol-
idays we do every year,” said Jason 
Candler, who has played saxophone 
with the band for 17 years. “The 
brass band tradition of Mardi Gras 
is way older than us and it’s great 

to be part of that tradition.”
The Hungry March Band 

formed to play the Coney Island 
Mermaid Parade in 1997, and the 
loose collective of brass players 
and dancers have supported many 
political events over the last 20 
years. Hungry March still plays 
at social justice events, including 
Occupy Wall Street and the Wom-

en’s March in Washington D.C. 
last month, but the group has be-
come less political over the years, 
said Candler.

“A lot of articles call us anar-
chists, but we’ve mellowed out over 
the years — we got tired of get-
ting arrested,” he said. “We were 
at the Women’s March, but only 
to get people dancing. We’re defi-
nitely not the same band.”

The band now includes about 20 
musicians and dancers, and draws 
on multiple influences to create 
its party sound. 

“We’re not swing and we’re not 
big band,” he said. “It’s more dance 
band, and because it’s a Mardi 
Gras show, we will whip out clas-
sic New Orleans tunes.”

But the show will also range be-
yond the boundaries of the Bour-

bon Street style, said Candler, in-
cluding many original songs.

“We’re going to start off in tra-
ditional New Orleans style and 
then we’re doing our own thing,” 
he said. “We have a few songs 
that are metal-inspired, meringue, 
jazz, and twist — all over the map 
— and put into this brass band 
arrangement.”

During the show, guests can 
get a second line feel by follow-
ing the band’s dancers, who will 
create a conga line through the 
venue, said Candler. 

In addition to the Hungry 
March Barnd, the Fat Tuesday 
show will feature swing per-
former Gordon Webster, magi-
cian and emcee Tanya Solomon, 
samples of king cake, and a cos-
tume contest.

By Alexandra Simon
Brooklyn Paper

L
ent it all hang out! The pre-
Lent celebration of Mardi 
Gras has spread well be-

yond the Bayou State, and beads 
will be flying all over Brook-
lyn for Fat Tuesday. We have 
rounded up some of the best 
New Orleans-style parties for 
those who want to get down.

Bayou bites
Get started early with 

the Mardi Gras Madness 
crawfish boil at the Hall 
at MP, where the cuisine 
of the bayou takes center 
stage. On Friday, Saturday, 
and Fat Tuesday, grown-ups 
can indulge in New Orleans 
cocktails and beers, a craw-
fish platter from chef Mi-
chael Psilakis, and a different 
brass band blowing off the 

roof each night. And parents 
can bring their kids to the 
Kids’ Mardi Gras Brunch on 
Sunday, which will feature 
child-friendly crafts and a 
show from Elise Testone and 
the Funky Po’Boys.

The Hall at MP [470 Driggs 
Ave. between N. 10th and 
N. 11th streets in Williams-
burg, (718) 387–4001, www.
thehallbrooklyn.com]. Mardi 
Gras Madness and Crawfish 
Boil Feb. 24, 25, and 28 at 
7 pm. $15–$35. Kids Mardi 
Gras, Feb. 26 at 10:30 am 
and 12:30 pm. $10–$30.

Beer blast
Who needs Bourbon 

Street? Go with beer instead 
at the Sixpoint Mardi Gras 
Mambo party at Bar Chord 
in Ditmas Park. The Sixpoint 
brewery will take over the 

March into 
Mardi Gras  
Brass band loves to party

Bourbon Street in B’klyn
Your guide to the best Fat Tuesday parties

Queen cake: Magician Tanya Solo-
mon will host the costume contest.
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Brass funky: The 20-member Hungry March Band will play 
the Mardi Gras Bash at the Bell House on Feb. 28.

See MARDI on page 10

Mardi Gras Bash at the Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. be-
tween Second and Third av-
enues in Gowanus, (718) 643–
6510, www.thebellhouseny.
com]. Feb. 28 at 9 pm. $15.

E V E N T

Dressed to fest: Revelers at the House of Yes 
dressed in Mardi Gras outfits and plenty of beads at 
last year’s “Brass, Sass, and Ass” Mardi Gras party.
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Whether you call it a 
“feast,” “fest,” or an “Octo-
berfest,” Schnitzel Haus is 
the place for a party, no mat-
ter what the season.

Its newly renovated pri-
vate room, located above the 
restaurant, with its own set 
of restrooms on the same 
floor, accommodates 55 
guests for a full sit-down din-
ner or buffet. 

Rent it for kids’ parties, 
christenings, bridal show-
ers, birthday bashes, retire-
ments, and even small wed-
dings. The room’s upgraded 
technology allows photos 
of the honorees to be high-
lighted on a 10-foot screen. 
That’s one huge introduc-
tion.

Businesses, law offices, and 
community groups can utilize 
the space for meetings. The 
sound system and large screen 
makes presentations easy and 
effective. The space can be 
rented alone; food doesn’t nec-
essarily have to be ordered, as 
owners Fred and Amber Urban 
work to meet everyone’s needs. 
One company that held a meet-
ing recently chose to provide 
its attendees with dessert and 
coffee. Another may just wish 
to serve appetizers.  

Schnitzel Haus is known 
for its authentic German 
food, so you can start the 
catered merry-making by 
bringing on the bratwurst 
and maybe some scrump-
tious potato salad that’s 
dressed with vinegar, bacon, 
pepper, and seasonings. But 
if guests prefer another type 
of cuisine, “Our talented chef 
is eclectic, and can cater to 
any requests,” says Fred. 

French food? Italian? 
Spanish? It’s all no prob-
lem. In fact, Schnitzel Haus 
often has “specials” on its 

restaurant menu for patrons 
who wish to have something 
other than German fare. 
Therefore, everybody in this 
family-friendly environment 
stays happy.  

The food here is the real 
deal, so when the staff does 
serve catered entrees like 
weiner schnitzel, shepherd’s 
pie, beef goulash, spaetzle, 
homemade butter noodles, 
red cabbage, smoked pork 
chops over sauerkraut, and 
salmon with a lemon and 
dill sauce, know that it’s all 
culled from authentic family 
recipes.

For dessert, there’s de-
licious German chocolate 
cake, cheesecake, black for-
est cake, and apple strudel. 

A full bar is available 
for those who want to party 
while eating hearty. 

Try counting the variety 
of beer on the menu — there’s 
a lot, and many are unique.  

“We are the first to get 
some beers that won’t be 
available elsewhere in 
Brooklyn for at least another 
month,” says Fred.

The restaurant takes 
pride in offering dishes that 
can accommodate just about 
every dietary need, includ-
ing vegans and those look-
ing to eat gluten-free. Amber 
says that sausage is a gluten-
free product. For vegetar-
ians, there are pancakes, 
spaetzle, steamed broccoli, 
carrots, cabbage, and more.

When you’re not planning 
your own party, join some 
of the ongoing fun that’s al-
ways happening at Schnitzel 
Haus. The restaurant hosts 
Paint Nite parties where at-
tendees can sip wine while 
painting pictures. On an-
other night, you can create 
your own planters. Come for 
karaoke on Thursdays, and 
enjoy live music on the week-
ends. 

It’s always a barrel of fun.
Schnitzel Haus [7319 Fifth 

Ave. between 73rd and 74th 
streets in Bay Ridge, (718) 836–
5600, www.SchnitzelHausny.
com]. Open Mondays, Tues-
days, Wednesdays, 4–9:30 pm; 
Thursdays through Sundays, 
noon–10 pm.

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Schnitzel Haus gets party going

Honorees are being celebrated 
at the Gay City News Impact Awards Gala on March 30

To Get Your Tickets Today, Visit gaycitynews.nyc/impact
or Contact Jennifer Stern 

718-260-8302  or  jstern@cnglocal.com

The second annual Gay City News Impact Awards will recognize 
and celebrate outstanding contributions to New York City’s LGBTQ 

community, its progress, and its achievements

WON’T YOU JOIN US?

Post your congratulations message 
in the special keepsake issue 

pro�ling the honorees on March 30, 2017

Contact Amanda Tarley 
For More Information: 718-260-8340

amanda@gaycitynews.com

gaycitynews.nyc

taps and offer drink spe-
cials all night, and you can 
combine a bowl of gumbo 
and a Sixpoint beer for just 
$7. And Zydeco band the 
Dirty Water Dogs will play 
Creole-style music starting 
at 10 pm.

Bar Chord [1008 Corte-
lyou Rd. between Coney 
Island Avenue and Strat-
ford Road in Ditmas Park, 
(347) 240–6033, www.bar-
chordnyc.com]. Feb. 28 at 
10 pm. Free.

Swinging show
Dress to collect some 

beads at the late-night 
“Brass, Sass, and Ass” 
party at the House of Yes, 
where the Idle Hands Brass 
Band will take the stage, cir-
cus performers will circle 
the venue’s ceilings, and 
booty-shaking will go on 
all night. And keep your 
dancing shoes on, because 
this Fat Tuesday party will 
feature its own parade. 

House of Yes (2 Wyckoff 
Ave. at Jefferson Street 
in Bushwick, www.house-
ofyes.org). Feb. 28 at 10 
pm. Free. 

Tubby Tuesday
Bar Lunatico always has 

New Orleans-style cocktails, 
but the chef will also cook 

up some Creole cuisine for 
its “Mardi Gras Party with 
Tubby,” starring a band that 
plays old-school N’awlins 
rhythm and blues.

Bar Lunatico [486 Halsey 
St. between Lewis and 
Stuyvesant avenues in Bed-
ford-Stuyvesant, (718) 513–
0339, www.barlunatico.
com]. Feb. 28, 8:30–11:30 
pm. Free.

Big Heavy
All things New Orleans 

will be on display at the 
Heavy Woods bar, which has 
the look of the French Quar-
ter, lots of Cajun food, and 
beads — a lot of beads, ac-
cording to its owner. Jamba-
laya, catfish cake, and king 
cake are on the menu, and 
you can get a Hurricane on 
draft for just $8.

Heavy Woods [50 Wyck-
off Ave between Starr 
Street and Willoughby 
Avenue in Bushwick, (929) 
234–3500, www.heavy-
woodsbar.com]. Free.

A bit of Abita
Louisiana brewery Abita 

will set up in Bay Ridge on 
Fat Tuesday, taking over the 
taps at Lock Yard to serve 
special tastes of its Big Easy 
brews.

Lock Yard [9221 Fifth 
Ave. between 92nd and 
94th streets in Bay Ridge, 
(718) 333–5282, www.lock-
yard.com], Feb. 28 at 7 pm. 
Free. 

MARDI...
Continued from page 9

tion and question the reality 
that we routinely navigate. 
Free. 1–6 pm. Transmitter 
Gallery (1329 Willoughby 
Ave between Willoughby 
and Nicholas avenues in 
Bushwick), www.transmit-
ter.nyc. 

TALK, “FROM PERSONAL TO 
PLANETARY INITIATION”: 
Author Daniel Pinchbeck’s 
latest novel, “How Soon is 
Now,” looks at the ecologi-
cal crisis as a rite of passage 
for humanity. $60. 6–9 pm. 
Spoonbill & Sugartown (99 
Montrose Ave between 
Manhattan Avenue and 
Leonard Street in Williams-
burg), www.spoonbillbooks.
com. 

ART, “IT COULD HAVE BEEN” 
OPENING RECEPTION: 
Liinu Grönlund presents 
a multimedia installation 
about rats inheriting the 
earth. Free. 7–9 pm. Open 
Source Gallery [306 17th 
St. at Sixth Avenue in Park 
Slope, (646) 279–3969], 
www.open-source-gallery.
org. 

NIGHTLIFE, WATERSHED: A 
party for dance music au-
diophile with DJs Paul Feder 
and Miracles. $10 ($5 in 
advance). 10 pm. Halyards 
Bar (406 Third Ave. at Sixth 
Street in Gowanus), www.
watershedbk.com. 

SUN, FEB. 26
MUSIC, CONCERTS ON THE 

SLOPE: Songs of love, loss, 
and light from the vocal, 
piano, and violin group. 
$20 suggested donation. 
3 pm. St. John’s Episcopal 
Church [139 St. John’s Pl. 
between Sixth and Seventh 
avenues in Park Slope, (718) 
783–3928], www.saintjohns-
brooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, CHARLES BISSELL OF 
THE WRENS, LOOSE CAT-
TLE, WILLIAM MATHENY: 
$8. 8 pm. Union Hall [702 
Union St. at Fifth Avenue in 
Park Slope, (718) 638–4400], 
www.unionhallny.com. 

READING, SUNDAY STORY 
TIME: Author Lori Rich-
mond shares her story “Pax-
Blue.” Free. 11:30 am. pow-
erHouse on 8th [1111 Eighth 
Ave. between 11th and 12th 
streets in Park Slope, (718) 
666–3049], www.power-
housearena.com. 

FILM, SMOKING MONKEY’S 
ACADEMY AWARDS 
PARTY: Watch the 89th 
Academy Awards at this 
new saloon, and join the 
Oscar ballot to win a $50 
bar tab. Free. 7 pm. Smok-
ing Monkey [214 Greene 
Ave. between Grand Ave-
nue and Cambridge Place in 
Clinton Hill, (347) 987–3397], 
www.facebook.com/smok-
ingmonkeybk.  

MON, FEB. 27
FILM, KEVIN GEEKS OUT 

ABOUT CHARACTER AC-
TORS: Comedian Kevin 
Maher and guests take a 
close look at iconic char-
acter types and the actors 
who play them. $15. 7 pm. 
Alamo Drafthouse (445 
Albee Square West be-
tween Willoughby and Ful-
ton streets in Downtown), 
www.drafthouse.com/nyc. 

COMEDY, SIDE PONYTAIL 
COMEDY: The Monday 
night comedy show wel-
comes Amy Shanker, Casey 
James Salengo, Steve De-
Siena, and Petey DeAbreu. 
Free. 7 pm. Friends and 
Lovers (641 Classon Ave. 
between Dean and Pacifi c 
streets in Crown Heights), 
www.fnlbk.com. 

TALK, “ASK ME ANOTHER”: 
A rambunctious hour that 
blends brainteasers with 
comedy and music. With 
host Ophira Eisenberg. $25 
($20 in advance). 7:30 pm. 
Bell House [149 Seventh St. 
at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus, (718) 643–6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

TUES, FEB. 28
TALK, A HISTORY OF GREEN-

POINT ARCHITECTURE: A 
look back at more than 250 
years of Greenpoint history 
told through the stories of 
12 of the neighborhood’s 
most famous buildings. 
Free. 6 pm. Gallery AWA [61 
Greenpoint Ave. between 
West and Franklin streets 
in Greenpoint, (917) 460–
6920], www.galleryawa.
com. 

TALK, PREPARING FOR 
EMERGENCIES WITH 
ROTARY: The Brooklyn 
Bridge Rotary Club hosts 
at talk with the Offi ce of 

Emergency Management 
about preparedness and 
how rotary clubs help their 
communities. Pizza and 
soda included. $20. 6:30 
pm. Enoteca on Court (347 
Court St. between Union 
and President streets in Car-
roll Gardens). 

TALK, “FIRST BLACK HIS-
TORY MONTH IN THE ERA 
OF TRUMP”: A discussion 
on the future of higher and 
urban education under 
President Trump. Free. 
6:30–8:30 pm. Kumble The-
ater at Long Island Univer-
sity [DeKalb and Flatbush 
avenues in Downtown, (718) 
488–1624], www.kumble-
theater.org. 

MUSIC, “TOSCA” SNEAK 
PEEK: Get a free advance 
look at Regina Opera’s fully-
staged version of Puccini’s 
“Tosca.” Free. 7:30 pm. Re-
gina Opera [5902 Sixth Ave-
nue at 60th Street in Sunset 
Park, (718) 259–2772], www.
reginaopera.org. 

THEATER, “THE SKIN OF 
OUR TEETH”: 7:30 pm. See 
Friday, Feb. 24. 

JUKEBOX BINGO: A combi-
nation of bingo and music 
trivia, with a little bit of 
karaoke. Winners get free 
tickets to shows and events. 
Free. 8 pm. Henri’s Back-
yard (256 Fourth Ave. be-
tween President and Carroll 
streets in Park Slope). 

COMEDY, BACKFAT VARIETY 
SHOW: The comedy variety 
show features Rob Haze, 
Langston Kerman, Jenn 
Welch, and more. Free. 8 
pm. 61 Local [61 Bergen St. 
between Smith and Court 
streets in Cobble Hill, (718) 
875–1150], backfat.fl avors.
me.  

WED, MARCH 1
TALK, “LGBTQ RIGHTS — 

THE STRUGGLES, VICTO-
RIES, AND ON-GOING 
FIGHT FOR EQUALITY”: 
An expert panel of lawyers, 
activists, and journalists 
discuss the past, present, 
and future of the fi ght for 
LGBTQ equality. $10. 6:30 
pm. Brooklyn Historical So-
ciety [128 Pierrepont St. at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

READING, DR. KELSEY 
CROWE: The compassion 
expert reads from her book, 
“There Is No Good Card for 
This: What To Say and Do 
When Life Is Scary, Awful, 
and Unfair to People You 
Love.” Free. 7–9 pm. Power-
House Arena [28 Adams St. 
at Water Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 666–3049], www.pow-
erhousearena.com. 

MUSIC, DADAN 2017: Japa-
nese percussion group 
Kobo performs a thunder-
ous drum show. $30–$60. 
7:30 pm. BAM Howard 
Gilman Opera House (30 
Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix 
Street in Fort Greene), 
www.bam.org. 

THEATER, “THE SKIN OF 
OUR TEETH”: 7:30 pm. See 
Friday, Feb. 24. 

MUSIC, BATTLE TRANCE: The 
saxophone group performs 
the composition “Blade of 
Love.” $20. 8 pm. Roulette 
[509 Atlantic Ave. at Third 
Avenue in Boerum Hill, (917) 
267–0363], www.roulette.
org. 

THURS, MARCH 2
MUSIC, THE KINGSBOR-

OUGH MUSICAL SOCIETY 
CHORUS AUDITIONS: 
Seeking choral singers! The 

group offers a repertoire of 
theater, folk, and classical 
music, and practices weekly 
during the evening for two 
annual concerts. Contact 
Steve Friedman for informa-
tion. Free. Kingsborough 
Community College [2001 
Oriental Blvd. at Oxford 
Street in Manhattan Beach, 
(718) 338–9132], www.kbcc.
cuny.edu. 

ART, “WAIT WATCHERS” 
OPENING RECEPTION: An 
exhibition of photographs 
by Haley Morris-Cafi ero that 
examine body language 
and how people react to 
plus-size bodies. Free. 6–9 
pm. United Photo Industries 
[16 Main St. at Water Street 
in Dumbo, (718) 801–8099], 
www.unitedphotoindus-
tries.com. 

ART, “THE APPRENTICES” 
OPENING RECEPTION: 
Artists re-work art histori-
cal pieces whose artists are 
alive. Free. 6–9 pm. The 
Hollows Artspace (151 
Bedford Ave. between N. 
Eighth and N. Ninth streets 
in Williamsburg), www.hol-
lows.info. 

MUSIC, DADAN 2017: 7:30 
pm. See Wednesday, 
March 1. 

TALK, SECRET SCIENCE 
CLUB: Evolutionary biolo-
gist Corrie Moreau burrows 
into the intriguing lives of 
ants. Free. 8 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

THEATER, PUPPET PLAYLIST 
— BEYONCÉ: Puppeteers 
and musicians team up to 
create short new pieces 
inspired by Beyonce. $15. 
8:30 pm. Triskelion Arts 
[106 Calyer St. between 
Banker Street and Clifford 
Place in Greenpoint, (718) 
389–3473], www.triskelion-
arts.org. 

THEATER, LADYWEIRDO: 
A special edition of Force 
Majeure Vaudeville! A 
showcase female-identifi ed 
variety artists who don’t 
hold back their strangeness. 
$15 ($10 in advance). 9 pm. 
The Cobra Club [6 Wyckoff 
Ave. between Jefferson and 
Troutman streets in Bush-
wick, (917) 719–1138], www.
cobraclubbk.com. 

FRI, MARCH 3
ART, “GEORGIA O’KEEFFE 

— LIVING MODERN”: A 
new look at the renowned 
modernist artist and her 
self-crafted public persona. 
$16 suggested donation. 
11 am–6 pm. Brooklyn Mu-
seum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000], www.brooklyn-
museum.org. 

THEATER, PUPPET PLAYLIST 
— BEYONCÉ: 7 pm and 9 
pm. See Thursday, March 2. 

FUND-RAISER, BENEFIT 
CONCERT FOR THE PEO-
PLE’S CLIMATE MARCH: 
Join musicians Annie Keat-
ing, Gabriel Mayers, and the 

Radionics band for a night 
of music and activism to 
raise money for traveling to 
the climate march in Wash-
ington, DC. $15. 7 pm. Ja-
lopy Theatre [315 Columbia 
St. between Hamilton Ave-
nue and Woodhull Street in 
Red Hook, (718) 395–3214], 
www.jalopy.biz. 

FUND-RAISER, STAND UP 
AGAINST RAPE: A night of 
comedy to raise money to 
recall Judge Aaron Persky, 
who gave a light sentence 
to a Stanford student con-
victed of sexual assault. 
$15–$20. 7 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

MUSIC, MIKE DOUGHTY: The 
former Soul Coughing front-
man tours to support his 
18th solo album. $25. 8 pm. 
Music Hall of Williamsburg 
[66 N. Sixth St. between 
Kent and Wythe avenues 
in Williamsburg, (718) 486–
5400], www.musichallofwil-
liamsburg.com. 

NIGHTLIFE, WASABASSCO’S 
SCIENCE FAIR: An explo-
ration of the burlesque-
alogical sciences, including 
String Bikini Theory and 
the Big Bang. $25 ($20 in 
advance). 8 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

SAT, MARCH 4
MUSIC, REGINA OPERA 

PRESENTS “TOSCA”: The 
Brooklyn opera company 
presents the tale of a diva 
and her lover, who become 
the prey of a corrupt police 
chief. In Italian with English 
supertitles. $25 ($5 teens, 
kids free). 3 pm. Regina 
Opera [5902 Sixth Ave. at 
60th Street in Sunset Park, 
(718) 259–2772], www.regi-
naopera.org. 

ART, HERVE TULLET’S “THIS 
ISN’T TRASH”: Presented 
by the Tilt Kids Festival, 
children’s illustrator Herve 
Tullet opens the galleries 
exhibit. Free. 1–7 pm. The 
Invisible Dog [51 Bergen St. 
between Boerum Place and 
Smith Street in Boerum Hill, 
(347) 560–3641]. 

OUTDOORS, CITY SQUIR-
RELS: Learn about the basic 
biology and habits of these 
nutty mammals. Free. 1 pm. 
Fort Greene Park Visitor 
Center [Enter park at Myrtle 
Avenue and Washington 
Park in Fort Greene, (718) 
722–3218]. 

FILM, “HOWARD THE 
DUCK”: The We Hate Mov-
ies gang returns to Brooklyn 
once again, this time to 
talk about one of the most 
bizarre movie fl ops ever 
made. $15. 7:30 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 8

Heavy metal: The PitchBlak Brass Band will play 
the big sounds of Bourbon Street at The Hall MP 
in Williamsburg on Feb. 25.
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Drummer boys: The young men of Japanese drumming ensemble Kodo will 
beat on enormous taiko drums during the theatrical music performance “Dadan 
2017,” opening at BAM on March 1.
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at THE SCHOOL AT THE MARK MORRIS DANCE CENTER

2017

DANCE CAMPS AND WORKSHOPS IN THE HEART 
OF THE BROOKLYN CULTURAL DISTRICT

FOR AGES 4 - 17
WITH LIVE MUSICAL ACCOMPANIMENT

markmorrisdancegroup.org/summer-dance

MAKE YOUR MARK!

TO REGISTER CALL: 845-985-2291, ext. 203   
OR EMAIL: campregistration@frostvalley.org

BEAR GRYLLS SURVIVAL  
ACADEMY SUMMER PROGRAMS  
AT FROST VALLEY YMCA
5 ONE-WEEK SESSIONS & 1 TWO-WEEK SESSION FOR 
RETURNING CAMPERS • AGES 11-17,  JULY - AUGUST
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Grylls Survival Academy Summer Camp for teens. This 
extreme course is led by survival professionals trained by 
������	�����

��������	
���	������!����"��������"���	����
	�����#��������$��	�#����"	�����%�����&��'�

��	����������
#����������������������

��"�������	
�	��������	��������	������

On your time, at your pace, for fun or for credit. 

Why choose Fusion Academy for summer school? Our classes are the epitome 
of flexibility. Sleep in. Go on vacation. Start anytime. Finish early. It’s up to you.  

Fusion Academy is an accredited school for grades 6 through 12. We provide 
a comprehensive learning solution for students of all ages, on their terms, fit 
to their schedule, and crafted to support their unique learning style. We offer 
academic tutoring, enrichment, and classes for credit - all just one teacher 
and one student per classroom.

For more information visit: FusionSummerClass.com

Fusion Brooklyn
718.522.3286
FusionBrooklyn.com
1 Metrotech Center North, Suite 1004
Brooklyn, NY 11201

DANCE, DRUM & IMAGINATION SUMMER CAMPS

July 5–14: Tricks and Tales
Laugh, learn, and create as we follow tricksters from African and African-American folk tales.

July 17–28: Train Ride Through the Diaspora
Take a train ride through the Diaspora to explore the rhythms and customs of NYC’s culturally rich communities.

July 31–Aug. 11: Dance to the Afro Beat
Drawing inspiration from Afro Beat pioneer Felu Kuti and more, campers will explore creating “movement for a movement.”

Check out our sibling & multi-session discounts!

All sessions will be held from 2:00–3:00pm at 
Bedford Stuyvesant Restoration Corporation

1368 Fulton Street, Brooklyn, NY 11216

www.cumbedance.org   |   718.935.9700   |   info@cumbedance.org

Learn more at our upcoming Info Session:

Register by 4/26 

and save 10%

Ages 3–7

By Marla Coleman
It’s tough to be a kid these 

days. It’s tough to be a parent. 
In a society where the nature of 
the family, the work place, and 
the community have changed 
dramatically, we can no longer 
assume that the natural pro-
cess of growing up will pro-
vide children the experiences 
and the resources they need to 
become successful, contribut-
ing adults. In sharp contrast to 
the traditions of growing up in 

the 1950s and ’60s, today we 
live in the first moment when 
humans receive more of their 
information second-hand than 
first! We are in a climate where 
it is harder to know what we 
need to survive, so drawing 
on experiences that give chil-
dren healthy alternatives and 
opportunities to instill capa-
bilities is the greatest gift you 
can give a young child.

Does it really matter if my 
child doesn’t go to day camp, 

especially since she will go 
to overnight camp in a few 
years? She is only 4 years 
old — why does she need 
day camp?

Camp provides one of the 
very few links with a world 
larger than the consumer cul-
ture we inhabit — and day 
camp is one important choice 
in a quiver of options. The 
camp experience helps chil-
dren develop an apprecia-
tion of their place and their 

Under the supervision of inspiring guides and 
coaches, children can feel successful and make new 
friends while having the time of their lives

Many families spend win-
ter figuring out how to 
chase away cabin fe-

ver and endure frigid tem-
peratures until spring and 
summer mercifully return. 
Parents thinking ahead to 
swimming pools can put their 
daydreams to use by planning 
ahead for their youngsters’ 

summer vacations.
Youth recreational pro-

grams and summer camps can 
bridge the gap in care between 
the end of school and the day 
when classes resume. Due in 
part to high demand, parents 
who want to place their kids 
in summer camps should be-
ing vetting programs well in 
advance of summer. The fol-
lowing are a handful of tips 
for moms and dads who want 
their kids to have fun and ful-
filling summers:

Ask for recommenda-
tions. Personal recommenda-
tions can be very helpful, pro-
viding firsthand insight into a 
particular camp. Schedule ap-
pointments to visit camps that 
fall within your budget. Take 
your son or daughter along so 
he or she can get a sense of 
what camp will be like.

Explore all options. 
Camps come in more fla-
vors than ever before. Cer-
tain camps may be faith-based 
ministries while others may 
focus on particular sports. 
Band camps and art camps 
may appeal to creative kids. 
Also, there are plenty of gen-
eral-interest camps that of-
fer various activities without 
narrowing in on any particu-
lar one. Parents may need to 
choose between a sleepaway 
camp or day camps, depend-
ing on which experience they 
want for their children.

Ask about schedules. 
While many camps are flex-
ible, day camps do not have 
the same level of flexibility 
as after-school programs. Ar-
rangements will need to be 
made if care is required af-
ter regular hours. Speak with 
staff to see which types of af-
ter-hours programs, if any, 
are available. 

Determine your budget. 
As varied as program offer-
ings may be, camps also can 
vary greatly with regard to 
cost. Government-run camps 
may be less expensive than 
those offered by private com-
panies. Day camps typically 
cost less than those that pro-
vide room and board. Find out 
if a particular organization 
subsidizes a portion of camp 
costs. Scouting programs of-
ten have a dedicated camp and 
may offer affordable options 
for scouts. 

If camp seems out of reach, 
look into local summer rec-
reation programs at parks or 
schools. Such programs may 
not be as extensive as those 
offered by camps, but they 
can quell kids’ boredom and 
keep children occupied dur-
ing the day.

Summer recreation may 
be far off, but it is never too 
early to start making sum-
mer plans, including find-
ing camps and other activ-
ities for kids.  

Start planning now

SUMMER CAMP PREVIEW
The value of day camp

responsibility in a much larger 
universe. A preschooler — 
or even an older child who 
might be reluctant to go to 
overnight camp — can join 
a community that is created 
especially for her to practice 
growing up. Why wait until 
age 10 when the benefits of 
feeling connected and being 
able to contribute and navi-
gate at an earlier age can be 
reaped? Under the supervision 
of inspiring guides and pas-
sionate coaches, children can 
feel successful and make new 
friends while having the time 
of their lives; they can expe-
rience belonging and contri-
bution; they can have a sense 
of consistency and predict-
ability.

Day camp can begin as 
early as age 3, and is geared 
to children who get to expe-
rience camp and still return 
home each evening! They 
have the best of both worlds — 
the camp community, which is 
built exclusively for kids, and 
their own home, which pro-
vides the security they need 
at a tender age.

One day camp parent said, 
“While my children and I are 

constantly bombarded by 
the news, which is focused 
on what is wrong with the 
world, camp is a living ex-
ample of what is right.”

Day camp is a terrific first 
experience. Reminiscent of 
less complicated days, when 
people connected with nature, 
thrived on inter-generational 
relationships, and made new 
discoveries, everything is de-
signed and scaled to ensure 
that children feel included, 
cared about, and capable. 

Camp is the best demon-
stration of moral and spiri-
tual order — democracy is 
the core purpose. Children 
learn life skills and behav-
iors that become habits of the 
heart. While many then move 
on to overnight camp, others 
will be content to continue 
the day camp experience: af-
ter all, there is a camp for ev-
eryone — and that might well 
be day camp!

Originally published in 
CAMP Magazine. Reprinted 
by permission of the American 
Camp Association. ©2005, 
American Camping Associ-
ation, Inc.
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“You don’t want 
to be your kids’ 
friend, you need 

to be the parent…”
Such was the advice re-

cently from my mother. While 
once upon a time I would have 
stopped to reflect and won-
der if in fact that was true, if I 
was doing it wrong because I 
wanted to be friends with my 
kids, this time my response 
was immediate and resolute. 

“Actually, I do want to be 
their friend,” I said. 

I waited for the guilt to 
set in for disagreeing with 
my mother, the remorse and 
self-flagellation surrounding 
breaking away, around doing 
it my own way. I waited for the 
self-doubt that often came from 
striking out on my own, out-
side the realm of what others 

— especially my own mother 
— thought. But it didn’t come. 
I am 46 and I have finally fig-
ured a few things out, like my 
own management style. 

I remember a friend in col-
lege who favored blazers and 
contemplated her management 
style at 18. 

“Management style?” I re-
member thinking. I laughed 
at her seriousness, at her pre-
planning. Making a plan is not 
my way. 

But lately, the talk of lead-
ership style has been perva-
sive. What, in fact, makes a 
great manager, a great leader, 
in the home or outside of it? 
One word sticks out, in any 
setting: love. 

There has to be love. There 
has to be a solid foundation of 
understanding that the person 
“in charge” of you has your 
best interests at heart, that their 
belief in your ability to sur-
vive and thrive looms above all 

else. For that to come across, 
it seems to me, there has to 
be a certain equality. 

Even though the “leader” 
— be it parent, boss, or presi-
dent — ideally has some wis-
dom to impart, there has to 
be an opportunity for those 
being led to be respected en-
gaged participants rather than 
dictated-to underlings. Such a 
relationship might be called a 
friendship. 

I have certainly ques-
tioned my approach to man-
aging others, be it my kids or 
the people who have worked 
with me on my non-profit, In-
spireCorps. 

Should I be more dictato-
rial? Is it my job to tell my 
kids or people who work for 
me what to do? 

I have mostly opted against 

this, not out of any pre-deter-
mined style I developed in col-
lege, but because the way I 
usually work is by feel, by fol-
lowing my instincts, and by 
watching when and why peo-
ple thrive (or don’t.)

People thrive when they are 
powered by their own ideas 
and creativity. People thrive 
when they believe in them-
selves. People thrive when 
they trust in their own abil-
ity to make decisions. People 
thrive when they know they 
are respected equal members 
of a group.

I wish I could be the dic-
tator of my household some-
times, the “parent” that I’m 
supposed to be. But I never 
got the “Ultimate How to Live 
Handbook” I’ve been search-
ing for. I never received word 

on what, exactly, is the “right” 
way to do things that would 
give me such complete confi-
dence in setting hard and fast 
rules. So I guess we all have 
to work together to decide. I 
guess my home has to be a de-
mocracy where all the constit-
uents get to have a say, where 
our mutual belief in and un-
derstanding of one another’s 
feelings has to be what goes 
in to any decision.

Yes. I want to be friends 
with my kids and with any-
one who works with me. I 
want them to like me. I want 
to please them and I want them 
to want to please me. I want 
to live in a household and in 
a world where we can all of 
us believe in ourselves and in 
our power to determine our 
own fate. 

It’s okay for moms to befriend their kids
Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

W
hen you go to the peri-
odontist for oral sur-
gery and all you’re 

worried about is the potential 
pain, you may forget to ask 
whether you will spend the 
next couple of weeks looking 
like a chipmunk beaten up by 
a gang of biker squirrels.

Or at least I forgot to 
ask.

So now when I look in 
the mirror, I see a face with 
golf ball bulges turning pur-
ple, lips stretched wide like 
taffy, and my jaw the shape 
of a juice box.

On the subway, I wrap 
my scarf as high as I can 
and try to ignore the fact 
that now when I breathe, I 
fog up my glasses. When I 
dared to venture out to the 
bakery (perhaps the source 
of this whole problem), I ran 
into an acquaintance and had 
to act like I wasn’t melting 
from shame (and the boiling 
scarf). “It’s, uh, great to see 
you too! Bye!” Even at home 
I am surprised to feel sicken-
ingly self-conscious around 
those nearest and dearest. 
Surely, beauty is not pur-
plish-skin deep?

Or is it? Being suddenly 
disfigured, even temporarily, 

made me wonder how other 
people — the gashed, pocked 
and bloated — face the world. 
So I asked around. 

My Upper East Side friend 
Mandy recalled the time she 
went to a fancy restaurant 
for lunch and ate something 
that made her feel like her 
throat was closing up. “Then 
I looked at my arm and there 
were all these blotches on it 
and I was starting to panic,” 
she said. “So I staggered 
across the street and bought 
a big bottle of Benadryl and 
the pharmacist told me to take 
a double dose right now, and 
I was like, ‘Okay.’ ”

The problem was that 
night she was meeting a 
new guy. They had tickets 
to “An American in Paris.” So 
she ran home, changed into 
clothes that covered as much 
of her as possible, and met her 
date at the theater. The show, 

as far as she can recall, was 
delightful. “But I fell asleep 
and the guy kept elbowing 
me gently to wake me up, till 
my head lolled back on the 
seat again.” Each time she fell 
back asleep, she snored. “And 
every time I would wake up 
I was furiously itching my-
self all over.” 

It may not come as a huge 
surprise that they did not date 
again. But for Mandy, at least, 
the sudden onset unattrac-
tiveness was short-lived.

Marisa Christina Steffers, 
a grant writer in Manhattan, 
went through chemo 12 years 
ago, just a year after her hus-
band died. Their son was in 
second grade. Today she is the 
proud mom of a college fresh-
man, but the permanent loss 
of her eyelashes and eyebrows 
still smarts. “I get called ‘sir’ 
a lot, then they look and go, 
‘Oh, sorry.’ ” What surprised 

Marisa most was how hard 
it has been to adjust. “I can 
be as vain as the next per-
son, right?”

Of course, right! It’s not 
just you, Marisa! It’s all of 
us. When entrepreneur Kath-
ryn Booth Trainor picked up 
MRSA, the antibiotic-resis-
tant illness, the disease man-
ifested itself in black holes 
on her face the diameter of 
a pencil eraser. As she noted 
matter-of-factly, even when 
psychological researchers 
show very young kids pic-
tures of people with some 
kind of physical imperfec-
tion, the kids “attribute that 
they’re stupid, lazy, dishon-
est, evil — things that are all 
truly NOT indicated by how 
somebody looks.” We are a 
culture hard-wired, it seems, 
to distrust the imperfect, no 
matter how dumb and cruel 
that is.

Genevieve Gearity fainted 
at the Herald Square subway 
station last August, breaking 
all her front teeth. “Luckily 
for all the other passengers, 
I was off the train before it 
happened.” Yes, she’s a co-
median — for real. But going 
out in public wasn’t funny. 
That first week, “Even with 

the check-out person at Duane 
Reade, I was talking with as 
little space between my lips as 
possible, trying to hide these 
jagged teeth.”

Gone was the perk that 
non-celebrities and the non-
disfigured take for granted: 
the ability to be invisible. 
Genevieve stopped going out, 
“until I woke up one day and 
realized: I don’t see people 
anymore!” 

She decided to bite the bul-
let (as well as she could) and 
go back onstage. “After six 
months of hiding from the 
public, I told the audience that 
I had broken all of my front 
teeth. Then I immediately 
covered my mouth.”

THAT got their attention. 
So she told them, “That’s a 
fun trick you can use on first 
dates. Mention you have a 
terribly unattractive physical 
impediment, and then hide it. 
You will hold their attention 
the rest of the night.”

And then, if they can see 
beyond whatever it is, you’ve 
got a winner.

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker, founder of 
the book and blog Free-
Range Kids, and a contrib-
utor at Reason.com. 

An acute case of Sudden Onset Ugly

By Lenore Skenazy

By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

Crappy Presidents’ Day 
weekend!

A presidential motor-
cade faced exploding cars 
and gunfire on Downtown’s 

Schermerhorn Street on Feb. 
19 — all part of filming for the 
Showtime terrorism thriller 
“Homeland.”

The scene featured a blazing 
sports utility vehicle and an-
other burned out on its side on 

Showtime thriller “Homeland” filmed Downtown on Feb. 19.
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EXPLOSIVE SCENE
the block between Adams and 
Court streets, while soldiers 
swarmed the area and police 
and civilians ran for cover. 

The fire was real, much to 
the delight of onlookers — 
but no danger to residents or 
buildings, according to the 
man in charge of the gas.

“I have a good track re-
cord,” said special effects 
guru Roy Savoy of movie 
magic company KFX.
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Planned Service Changes

DF
WEEKEND
10:30 PM Fri to 5 AM Mon
Feb 24 – 27

D F service on 6 Av is suspended

D  and F service is rerouted in Manhattan and Brooklyn

D trains are rerouted as follows: 
 A  59 St-Columbus Circle Jay St-MetroTech

F  Jay St-MetroTech Stillwell Av

F trains are rerouted as follows:
 Q Lexington Av/63 St Atlantic Av-Barclays Ctr

D Atlantic Av-Barclays Ctr Stillwell Av

In Manhattan:  
 8 Av A   D   

 Q  F  

Free shuttle buses run between:  
 W 4 St D   Grand St B’way-Lafayette St

W 4 St D   East Broadway B’way-Lafayette St 2 Av Delancey St-Essex St

In Brooklyn:  
 D replaces F Jay St-MetroTech Stillwell Av

F replaces D DeKalb Av Stillwell Av
York St Jay St-MetroTech

Stay Informed
mta.info
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