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Your World  — Your News

STOP BY OUR NEW BRANCH AT 214 BEDFORD AVE.

SINCE 1864, WE’VE BEEN THE BANK FOR BROOKLYN.

Dime Community Bank

Basket-bawl
These freaky Atlantic Coast Conference mascots scared the bejesus out of 1-year-old Evelyn Robinson 
near the Brooklyn Bridge on March 6. The creepy characters — from left, Wake Forest’s Demon Dea-
con, Pittsburgh’s Roc the panther, Clemson’s Tiger, and Duke’s Blue Devil— are in town for the college 
conference’s big basketball tournament, which runs through Saturday at Barclays Center.

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Borough President Adams is us-
ing taxpayer dollars to install secu-
rity cameras along Joralemon Street 
in tony Brooklyn Heights, where res-
idents claim vandals and crooks have 
been targeting their houses since the 
stretch became a popular entrance to 
Brooklyn Bridge Park — and they’re 
hoping the recorders will make people 
think twice before breaking the law.

“This is a street that was not orig-
inally planned as being the gateway 
into and out of Brooklyn Bridge Park, 
but has become the de facto entrance 
to the park and it has suffered the con-
sequences,” said Peter Bray, the exec-
utive director of the Brooklyn Heights 
Association. “There’s a potential there 
for having a deterrent effect.”

The Beep approached the civic group 
and offered to allocate an as-yet-to-be-
determined amount of money for new 
filming devices along the stretch as an 
residential expansion of  his “Operation 
Safe Shopper” program , in which he 
funds cameras on commercial stretches, 
according to Bray.

 Locals living along the brownstone-
lined strip  demanded the park pay for 
cameras last summer after they claimed 
youths walking to and from the green 
space’s popular basketball courts — a 
complaint that some dismissed as racial 
fear-mongering — had flooded the street 
and made them feel unsafe.

Crime statistics didn’t actually show 
a spike in assaults or burglaries at that 
time — and figures for those crimes 

HEIGHTS ALERT
Joralemon St. gets cameras over park crime fears

have stayed steady so far this year — 
although there has been a surge in shop-
lifting at the corner of Court Street, and 
 the Police Department’s online data-
base  doesn’t provide data on vandal-
ism or general harassment. 

And there have been some high-
profile crimes there — in July,  a brute 
sucker-punched  a 65-year-old man as 
he was walking home at night.

Police closed the basketball courts 
at Pier 2 several times last year due 
to fights amongst teens, including  one 
where a 20-year-old fired a gun . It also 
called time-out on the hoops haven last 

week, sending swarms of ballers onto 
Joralemon Street, said Bray. 

The 84th Precinct added extra police 
officers to patrol the park last year, but 
homeowners maintain that cameras are 
needed to keep an eye on people walk-
ing along the street. 

The Beep’s office couldn’t give out 
any numbers or a price-tag on the proj-
ect while it irons out the final details, 
but Bray said the plan is to install 10–
20 cameras on local homes along the 
full length of the strip from Furman 
Street to Court Street. 

Joralemon Street will soon be equipped with security cameras that 
locals hope will ward off criminals en route to Brooklyn Bridge Park.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

This corner just isn’t cutting it! 
The city must create a curb cut 

at the popular Washington Park 
and DeKalb Avenue entrance to 
Fort Greene Park, so folks who 
have trouble getting around can 
access the green space without 
having to trek down the block, 
locals are demanding. 

“It’s a spot in the community 
that people use,” said Anne-Eliz-
abeth Straub, a Fort Greene resi-
dent who uses a wheelchair. “It’s 
not just wheelchairs, people with 
baby carriages, people with any 
kind of walkers.” 

Straub currently has to travel 
down the block to S. Elliot Place 
to get on the pathway. She shops 
at the farmer’s market there ev-
ery week, and must either take the 
winding route or risk messing up 
her wheelchair by backing over the 
raised sidewalk entry — which she 
says has already banged up her ride 
enough over the years. 

“It’s hard enough as it is and I 
don’t need to put it through any 
more,” she said.

Under the federal Americans 
with Disabilities Act, the city has 
to install curb cuts at crosswalks 
when installing new sidewalks or 
fixing old ones, but it’s possible the 
pavement at this corner predates 

the 1990 act, according to a disabil-
ity-rights advocate. Still, she says, 
there’s clearly a need for easier ac-
cess, so officials should take a se-
rious look at it either way.

“I would certainly hope the city 
would pay attention to missing 
curb cuts in a very public area 
with lots of activity when there 
are two adjacent walkways,” said 
Elizabeth Grossman, an attorney 
with advocacy group Disability 
Rights New York.

Straub and a sympathetic stall-
holder at the green market submit-
ted a formal request to the Depart-
ment of Transportation to carve out 
a ramp in July, and the agency has 
since put it on a list for “possible 

So, can you dig it?
Locals demand curb cut at Fort Greene Park

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

It is a red menace!
Someone plastered a poster of a 

Russian flag — and named names 
— on the front of a Carroll Gar-
dens brownstone this week, de-
claring the empty and under-con-
struction home to be property of 
President Trump’s controversial 
2016 campaign manager.

And some neighbors who 
saw the sign with its Cyrillic-
style characters saying the home 
on Union Street belongs to Paul 
Manafort —  who is being in-
vestigated by the Feds for his 

alleged conversation with Rus-
sian intelligence during the cam-
paign  — think it is time to say 
do svidaniya.

“I would like to be as far away 
from those people as possible, to 
be honest,” said Nancy Soyer, who 
lives on Baltic Street.

Locals complained on the blog 
“Pardon Me for Asking”  that the 
house between Smith and Hoyt 
streets has been an eyesore with 
a yard full of construction debris 
for years . 

City records show  Manafort 
bought the three-story brown-
stone in 2012 and began a $527,900 
remodeling job to turn it into a 

What a Russian! 
Carroll Gardeners react to 
Trump bigwig’s brownstone

about a year and a half ago, accord-
ing to neighbors, and cinder blocks 
and steel beams have been sitting 
in the front yard ever since. 

A Department of Buildings 
spokesman said Manafort with-
drew his application to work on 
the home on Jan. 31 and the agency 
subsequently issued a stop-work 
order, which is standard prac-
tice. 

But one neighbor said that nosey 
locals should stop complaining be-
cause the house didn’t look that 
bad. 

“Those people are crazy,” said 
that person, who asked not to be 
named out of fear of retribution. 
“Who cares? People have worse 
yards.” 

By last Tuesday the sign had 
been removed and a crew of work-
ers carried construction materials 
out of the building. One worker 
said he was told to return to the 
brownstone last Friday to clean it 
out, but wasn’t given a reason. 

Manafort  told the New York 

Post  that he had hired a new ar-
chitect and expected construction 
on the project to be completed by 
the end of the year. 

A woman sitting on the build-
ing’s steps last Tuesday who identi-
fied herself as an architect waiting 
for a meeting refused to comment 
and threatened to call the police 
on this reporter for questioning 
workers on the public sidewalk 
in front of the property. 

And the neighbor said she didn’t 
have much to say about Manafort 
owning property in her neighbor-
hood since he doesn’t live there, 
but hoped that someone with a 
different sort of reputation would 
move in. 

“If Madonna had bought it we’d 
feel a lot different,” she said. “Be-
yonce’s sister was living down here 
for awhile, we thought she was 
cool. We want Madonna or So-
lange, instead of Trump’s hench-
man.”

Manafort did not return two 
requests for comment.

Someone posted this sign on Paul Manafort’s Union Street 
brownstone, which he owns, but does not live in.

President Trump’s controver-
sial former campaign man-
ager and Carroll Gardens 
homeowner Paul Manafort.
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single-family home the follow-
ing year .

Work on the building stopped 

inclusion,” according to the local 
community board district man-
ager Rob Perris.

But the Transportation Depart-
ment says there are unique difficul-
ties with chopping into this partic-
ular sidewalk — for one, it’s made 
with octagon brick pavers rather than 
plain old concrete, and secondly, it 
is part of the Fort Greene Historic 
District, so any changes there re-
quire the Landmarks Preservation 
Commission’s approval. 

Straub’s market pal says reps 
at the agency have also previ-
ously told him it would also be 
tricky because of pipes under the 
ground there. 

But at least they’re now aware 
of the problem, he says.

“The city is often too important or 
too big to notice things like that, but 
in this case they’ve been informed,” 
said Ed Goldman, who often sees 
people struggling with the curb when 
manning a stall for his activist group 
Fort Greene Peace.
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Anne-Elizabeth Straub and Ed Goldman want easier access to Fort Greene Park.

See CAMERAS  on page 4
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IS JEWISH CEMETERY MESS AN ACT OF VANDALISM – OR GOD? P:4
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         ©2017 Success Academy Charter Schools.

Success starts with
igniting imaginations.
Our free, world-class schools allow students to thrive by providing opportunities 
for critical thinking, emotional development, and creative expression.

Apply by April 1 at SuccessAcademies.org/Apply

If you would like to exhibit or be a sponsor
call Ralph D’Onofrio 

at 718-260-2510 
or email rdonofrio@cnglocal.com

The Allure Group

SPONSORS:

Sunday, March 19th

10am–3:30pm
KINGSWAY EVENTS CENTER
2902 Kings Highway 
(Between E. 29th Street & Nostrand Avenue)
Brooklyn, NY 11229

The event will feature: 

   eldercaretickets.eventbrite.com
   or call (718) 260-4552

NYC ELDER CARE

senior health & planningExpo & Conference
2017

FREE Admission
Register now
at eldercaretickets.eventbrite.com 
or call (718) 260-4552

FREE Valet Parking

FREE Coff ee, Tea & Refreshments

Attention Seniors 
and Caregivers  
Come to the By Lauren Gill

Brooklyn Paper

It is a LICH-ectomy! 
Workers have extracted a 

12-story building from the old 
Long Island College Hospi-
tal site in Cobble Hill after 
months of noisy demolition 
— the first lot there to go un-
der-the-knife as part of the 
sprawling redevelopment. 
The operation has cleared 
the path for  a new five-story 
emergency room , and locals 
say they’re not looking for-
ward to the next phase of con-
struction.

“There is little sign of re-
lief knowing that we have con-
struction coming on that site 
and the one between it and the 
playground,” said Amy Breed-
love, president of local civic 
group the Cobble Hill Asso-
ciation. “It will be a cacoph-
ony of noise.”

Workers have been chip-
ping away at the building on 
Atlantic Avenue and Hicks 
Street for a year, but really 
levelled the place over the past 
few months, driving some 
neighbors nuts  by starting in 
the early morning hours . 

After complaints, the  city 

agreed on Feb. 17  to stop issu-
ing after-hours work permits 
— although by that point, most 
of the building was gone.

Developer Fortis Property 
Group  is turning the old infir-
mary site into a massive res-
idential complex , but had to 
agree to  include another med-
ical center  there to secure the 
deal — and has to erect it be-
fore it can close on the rest 
of the block.

 Locals fought unsuccess-
fully for years  to save the old 
hospital, and many aren’t 
thrilled with the replace-
ment — to be run by New 
York University Langone 
Medical Center — panning 
the new facility as  a glorified 
urgent care .

Still, there is an upside 
to the now-empty lot while 
it lasts, Breedlove says — a 
nearby local playground is 
now flooded with sunshine 
it has not seen for decades.

“It is so nice to have the air 
and light, especially from the 
Henry And Pacific street side,” 
she said. “The playground is 
enjoying warmth from the sun, 
especially in the very popular 
after-school hours.” 

Massive LICH 
building gone

It also means the pedestrian 
crossing on Pacific Street be-
tween Henry and Hicks is open 
again for the first time in a 
year, she said.

Fortis declined to comment 
on its plans for the center, but 
has previously said the new 
facility will open in late 2017 
or early 2018. 

The builder has been hold-

ing the blueprints the rest of the 
development close to its chest, 
but has already filed plans with 
the city for  three towers ,  one 
of which  is a 28-story tower 
on a lot shared with the new 
medical center. 

A spokeswoman promised 
the company will have more 
news about the project in the 
coming weeks.
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(Top) The old Long Island College Hospital building 
at Atlantic Avenue and Hicks Street is now a pile of 
rubble.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Construction debris flew 
off a building’s roof on the 
site of the former Long Is-
land College Hospital in Cob-
ble Hill last Thursday, smash-
ing through the window of a 
nearby brownstone, hitting a 
light pole, and littering a res-
idential stretch, during high 
winds.

No one was injured.
The Department of Build-

ings immediately issued a 
stop-work order on construc-
tion at the landmarked Polhe-

mus building at Henry and 
Amity streets, which devel-
oper Fortis Property Group 
is converting into 17 luxury 
apartments. It is the third ac-
cident in less than a year at the 
massive development site, a 
pattern that is stoking fear in 
the neighborhood, according 
to a local leader. 

“It is terrifying that inci-
dents such as yesterday’s oc-
cur and can continue to occur,” 
said Amy Breedlove, who is 
the president of the Cobble 
Hill Association. 

Breedlove said sheets of 

Glitch at LICH
Plywood fl ies off rooftop

Construction materi-
als flew off the roof of 
a Henry Street building 
being redeveloped by 
Fortis on Thursday.
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plywood and wood planks 
flew across the street from 
the rooftop and a sandbag 
dove through the window of 
a brownstone across the street, 
the homeowner told her. 

A fire department rep con-
firmed it responded to a call 
at 7:51 am reporting the bro-
ken window and a spokesman 
for the Department of Build-
ings added that a piece of ply-
wood hit a light pole. 

Pictures of the aftermath 
show sheets of plywood sitting 
on the top of a truck and lean-
ing on a car in front of it. 

Along with Thursday’s de-
bris storm, workers in August 
accidentally set fire to the roof 
while removing a water tank 
with a torch, and in October, 
 falling cinder blocks seriously 
injured two workers  at a site 
on Atlantic Avenue.
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INFANTS    TODDLERS  PRESCHOOL
BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL  SUMMER CAMP

A PLACE TO WONDER, ACHIEVE AND EXCEL.

Williamsburg.
 

Kiddie Academy® of Williamsburg 
288 South 5th Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11211
718.599.5437
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Obesity is a growing public health issue 
in Brooklyn; it is estimated that approxi-
mately one in three adults in the borough 
are obese. Obesity can increase the risk for 
developing heart disease, type II diabetes, 
stroke or other serious health conditions 
including cancer. For some patients who 
are severely obese, laparoscopic sleeve 
gastrectomy (LSG), a minimally invasive 
bariatric (weight-loss) procedure, may of-
fer a long-term solution to obesity. 

LSG is a relatively new bariatric proce-
dure in which the size of the stomach is sur-
gically reduced. Patients who receive the 
procedure lose between 40 percent and 70 
percent of their excess body weight within 
a year. LSG is intended only for morbidly 
obese patients. Patients qualify as “mor-
bidly obese” if they have a body mass in-
dex (BMI) number of 40 or greater (usually 
at least 60 to 100 pounds over their ideal 
body weight). Because BMI is calculated 
by comparing an individual’s weight to his 
or her height, the exact weight threshold 
can vary widely. Patients with a BMI be-
tween 35 and 39 may also qualify for LSG 
if they experience significant health prob-
lems related to their obesity.

“The weight loss resulting from laparo-
scopic sleeve gastrectomy is significant, 
quite rapid, and long-lasting,” said Piotr 
Gorecki, M.D., chief of bariatric surgery at 
NewYork-Presbyterian Brooklyn Method-
ist Hospital. “Medical conditions such as 
heart disease, type II diabetes, sleep apnea 
and high blood pressure may be greatly 

improved or even reversed as a result of 
LSG. And unlike the more involved gastric 
bypass procedure, LSG does not entail re-
routing the digestive tract.”

LSG is performed laparoscopically, 
which means that the surgeon uses a small 
camera and surgical instruments inserted 
into the abdomen via small incisions. Lap-
aroscopic procedures result in less blood 
loss and a faster recovery time. During the 
procedure, the surgeon removes a large 
portion of the stomach and seals the re-
mainder, leaving a small, banana-shaped 
stomach behind. This “sleeve” will typi-
cally hold about one-fifth of the amount 
that the stomach was able to hold before, 
greatly reducing the amount of food that 
the patient can consume before he or she 
feels full. The reduction in stomach size 
may also create a change in gut hormones, 
and this change often reduces appetite.

“Patients who undergo LSG can antici-
pate a short hospital stay: usually just one 
day,” said Dr. Gorecki. “This minimally 
invasive procedure is a popular choice 
for morbidly obese patients because it 
involves a relatively easy recovery, and it 
is extremely effective in helping morbidly 
obese patients to lose weight and keep it 
off.”

To schedule an appointment with a special-
ist in bariatric surgery who is affiliated with 
NewYork-Presbyterian Brooklyn Methodist 
Hospital, call 718-780-6212 or go to nyp.org/
brooklyn/find-a-doctor-brooklyn.

Honorees are being celebrated 
at the Gay City News Impact Awards Gala on March 30

To Get Your Tickets Today, Visit gaycitynews.nyc/impact
or Contact Jennifer Stern 

718-260-8302  or  jstern@cnglocal.com

The second annual Gay City News Impact Awards will recognize 
and celebrate outstanding contributions to New York City’s LGBTQ 

community, its progress, and its achievements

WON’T YOU JOIN US?

Post your congratulations message 
in the special keepsake issue 

pro�ling the honorees on March 30, 2017

Contact Amanda Tarley 
For More Information: 718-260-8340

amanda@gaycitynews.com

gaycitynews.nyc

A streetcar named our ire
Trolley ‘Friends’ say Heights Association derailed them

HELLO, TROLLEY!
THE STREETCAR PLAN

But the head of the civic 
group — which is in the mid-
dle of a lawsuit claiming some 
development in Brooklyn 
Bridge Park is unnecessary 
— said that this was the first 
he’d heard of any request by 
the pro-trolley group to be 
on the panel.

“They are mischaracteriz-
ing the situation, no one ever 
conveyed to me that they were 
looking to be on the panel,” 
said Peter Bray, who is the ex-
ecutive director of the neigh-
borhood group.

And Friends spokesman 
Stu Loeser later revealed it 
had never asked to be part of 
the panel and had just planned 
to ask at a Feb. 17 meeting that 
was pushed back to March.

The Association’s panel 

included New York Times 
columnist and former tran-
sit writer Jim Dwyer; advo-
cate David Bragdon of Tran-
sit Center; transit blogger Ben 
Kabak of Second Ave. Sagas; 
City College civil engineer-
ing assistant professor Can-
dace Brakewood; and Samuel 
Stein, a doctoral student who 
has written about the streetcar 
for Jacobin magazine. 

The panel  was skeptical  
about a city claim that the 
project will be funded en-
tirely from property tax in-
creases along the route, ar-
guing that Hizzoner would 
be better off using the proj-
ect’s hefty price tag to im-
prove transit across a much-
broader area of the city.

The Heights Association 

did not put an advocate for 
the streetcar on the panel be-
cause it was hoping to have an 
objective discussion so resi-
dents could hear the pros and 
cons of the project without 
bias, said the group’s execu-
tive director, Peter Bray.

“The board (did not want) 
paid promoters,” he said. “We 
were looking for people who 
have no specific professional 
ties to the project because we 
wanted there to be different 
perspectives and not some-
one whose job it is to simply 
promote the project.”

And Bray took exception 
to the Friends of the Brook-
lyn-Queens Connector depic-
tion of the Heights Associa-
tion as elitist because anyone 
can join.

“We’re a membership or-
ganization,” he said. “I don’t 
think the Friends of the BQX 
are membership, so who’s the 
exclusive organization?”

The Friends group is 
chaired by real estate mogul 
Jed Walentas, whose Two 
Trees owns property all along 
the proposed route of the street-
car, which is being backed by 
development forces.

The Brooklyn Heights As-
sociation has not taken a po-
sition on the streetcar, though 
the group is not known for ret-
icence. Bray said he is open 
to meeting with the Friends 
to learn more about the proj-
ect.

Backers of the Brooklyn-Queens Connector say the 
Brooklyn Heights Association doesn’t want to hear 
the good things about this planned streetcar.
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Brooklyn Paper

They got railroaded!
Supporters of Mayor De-

Blasio’s controversial $2.5-bil-
lion streetcar say the powerful 
Brooklyn Heights Associa-
tion is so opposed to the plan 
that it silences anyone anx-
ious to get on board with the 
trolley.

The group, Friends of the 
Brooklyn-Queens Connector, 
made the accusation against 
the “elite” Association on 
March 1, one day after the 
Heights group  hosted a panel 
discussion  that declared the 
streetcar plan is nothing but 
a folly that is not only bad 
as transit policy, but also a 
force for gentrification along 
the route.

“It’s no surprise that this 
exclusive and litigious group, 
which has consistently tried 
to prevent new parks, afford-
able housing, and anything 
else that might benefit people 
other than a small subset of the 
property owners who already 
live in Brooklyn Heights, re-
fused our months of asking to 
meet, speak, or have a voice 
on this panel,” the Friends said 
in a statement, which claimed 
100 community groups “sup-
port” the Long-Island-City-
to-Sunset-Park rail line.

By Ruth Brown
Brooklyn Paper

There’s another stop, but 
still no start.

A new ferry port at the 
Navy Yard will eventually 
join five others opening up 
on the Brooklyn waterfront, 
Mayor DeBasio announced 
on Wednesday — but he re-

fused to say when the new 
 city-wide boat-based transit 
service  will actually set sail 
beyond sometime “this sum-
mer,” saying straphangers will 
have to wait until next month 
to find out.

“My specific target is ‘this 
summer,’ ” Hizzoner said at a 

Wishy washy
Ferry gets Navy Yard stop, 
but start date yet to be set

The Navy Yard will be home to a new ferry stop, and 
will also be the boats’ “home port.”
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See FERRY  on page 10
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•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

Seniors Save BIG!
5% off every Tuesday

1.99
1.39 8.9979

69 69

59 10 1.991.395lb
bag
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Last year, Adams allocated 
$2,500 apiece for business 
groups in Crown Heights, 
Coney Island, Fort Greene, 
Park Slope, and Brownsville 
to buy cameras for local store-
fronts when rolling out the 
“Safe Shopper” program.

Borough Hall will cover 
most of the costs from the 
public coffers, but the Brook-
lyn Heights Association is 
also footing part of the bill 
and will ask homeowners to 
pay the rest. 

The residents will own the 
footage captured from cam-
eras on their buildings but 
must allow police to access 
the footage when they need 
it, according to Bray. 

The civic group is still 
waiting for finalize the agree-
ment, but will begin reaching 
out to locals to find people 
willing to host the devices 
once the deal is sealed, and 
hopes to have them installed 
by the warmer months, ac-
cording to Bray. 

Continued from page 1

CAMERAS...

Crooks break into drunk’s apt.
88TH PRECINCT

Fort Greene–Clinton Hill
A pair of creeps broke into 

a Clinton Avenue apartment 
on March 5 and threatened to 
kill a drunk man if he didn’t 
hand over his money.

The victim told police 
the bandits entered the resi-
dence near Gates Avenue at 
2 am while he and a friend 
were sleeping. The crooks 
woke him up and took him 
to another room with his eyes 
blindfolded and hands tied, a 
report said. 

They then told him they 
would kill him if he didn’t 
give them all of his money, 
so the victim handed over his 
credit card for the criminals 
to go withdraw $300. 

Once they took out the 
money, the brutes returned 
to the apartment to give back 
the card and fled, according 
to authorities. However, the 
victim didn’t report the crime 
until 1 pm because he passed 
out due to consuming alco-
hol before the break-in, he 
told police. 

Bigoted bashing
Police arrested a man who 

allegedly hurled a homopho-
bic slur at a man and then hit 
him with a stick on Lafayette 
Avenue on Feb. 28.

The 26-year-old victim 
was walking home with his 
husband near Fulton Street 
at 9:16 pm when the suspect 
called him a “f----,” a re-
port said. 

The victim responded by 
asking what the 60-year-old 
man’s problem was and the 
suspect picked up a stick from 
a garbage bin and whacked 
the man on the thigh, caus-
ing bruising, cops said. Po-
lice later picked the suspect up 
while searching the area. 

Drilled 
Cops collared a man who 

they say hit an employee on 
the head with a power drill on 
Grand Avenue on March 1.

The 56-year-old suspect 
and the 69-year-old em-
ployee got into an argument 
while they were in an apart-
ment building by Gates Av-
enue at 12:40 am, authori-
ties said. 

The fight turned physical 
and the suspect bashed his 
victim on the head with the 
power tool, cutting it and caus-
ing bleeding and swelling, ac-
cording to authorities. 

The victim was taken to 
Brooklyn Hospital and his po-
lice arrested the suspect after 
an officer called him on his 
cellphone, a report said.

Delivery drama 
A ne’er-do-well stole a de-

livery guy’s electric bike while 
it was left unattended on Ful-
ton Street on Feb. 28. 

The pedal pusher told cops 
he left his Electronic Trek 
bike near Washington Ave-
nue at 8:20 pm and went in-
side. But when he returned 
to the sidewalk, the bike was 
missing, according to a po-
lice report. — Lauren Gill

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Scoot and loot
Some jerk rode off with a 

Chinese-food delivery guy’s 
scooter after he left it running 
outside a Park Place apartment 
building on Feb. 19.

The victim told police he 
left his moped purring outside 
the building between Flatbush 
and Sixth avenues at 7:30 pm, 
and returned on the heels of 
a timely drop off to find the 
rest of his orders were going 
to be late.

Car wars
Cops arrested a man who 

allegedly crushed another 
man with his car on Fifth 
Street on Feb. 23.

The victim told police he 
was near Seventh Avenue at 
9:53 am, engaged in a shout-
ing match with the suspect, 
when it took a violent twist 
as the suspect ran him down 
with his Dodge.

Paramedics were called to 
the scene, and the victim was 
rushed to Methodist Hospi-
tal with substantial injuries, 
cops said.

Garden of evil
A thief made off with a 

woman’s bike she left locked 
up on Flatbush Avenue as 
she went for a stroll in the 
Brooklyn Botanical Garden 
on Feb. 19.

The victim told police she 
parked her two-wheeler in a 
rack outside the gardens at 
2:15 pm, and returned later to 
find some crook had snipped 
her lock and made off with 
her wheels.

Calling home
Three teens ran off with a 

woman’s phone after she let 
one of the weasels borrow it 
to “call his mother” on East 
Drive on Feb. 20.

The victim told police that 
she was near West Drive at 
6 pm when the punk and his 
pals walked up and sweetly 
asked to borrow her cell-
phone.

But when she handed the 
rascals her iPhone 5 they 
went running for the hills, 
cops said.

— Colin Mixson

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Done wrong
Some weasel walked away 

with a woman’s phone after 
she let him borrow it on Co-
lumbia Street on March 4.

The lady let the snake use 
her Samsung mobile when she 
was near W. Ninth Street at 
8:20 pm and he walked away 
with it, said police. 

She eventually managed to 
catch up with the thief, but he 
claimed to have no idea where 
her phone was, according to 
a report. 

Belted
A rogue snatched a guy’s 

wallet and designer belt at 
a Van Brunt Street bar on 
March 4.

The victim told police 
that the pilferer removed 
his wallet, containing his 
credit cards and identifica-
tion, and his Louis Vuitton 
belt while he was inside the 
watering hole near Verona 
Street at 9 pm.

Fast and furious
A bandit stole a guy’s 

car after he left the keys in 
the ignition with the engine 
running on Court Street on 
March 3.

The car owner parked his 
2015 Toyota Camry near 
Atlantic Avenue at 11:58 pm 
without turning it off or tak-
ing out the keys. He then saw 
a man get into his vehicle — 
where he also left his iPhone, 
credit cards, and $1,175 — 
and drove away, authorities 
said. 

Green and gun
Police collared a man and 

woman who they say had a 
gun and a large, unspecified 
quantity of weed on Clinton 
Street on March 3. 

A report said cops charged 
the suspects with criminal 
possession of a gun, crimi-
nal possession of weed, and 
endangering the welfare of a 
child after raiding their house 

near Third Place around 6:20 
am.

Open door
A burglar let himself into a 

Richards Street apartment on 
Feb. 27 through an unlocked 
door and took clothes, head-
phone, and speakers.

The victim said she left her 
residence near Dikeman Street 
at 8 am and returned at 5:30 
pm to find that someone had 
come in and taken her Beats 
headphones, leather jacket, 
speaker, sweater, wallet, and 
three pairs of jeans, accord-
ing to a police report.

— Lauren Gill

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Where’s my car?
A thief drove off in a man’s 

car parked on 64th Street on 
Feb. 27.

The man told police he 
parked his blue Subaru Im-
preza between Fort Hamil-
ton Parkway and 10th Ave-
nue in a shared parking lot. 
But when he returned at 9 pm 
he discovered it was gone, of-
ficials said. 

A witness told police that 
he saw a man break the lock 
on the driver’s-side door, en-
ter the car, and drive off, au-
thorities said.

Brutal beating 
Two brutes viciously 

beat a man on 86th Street 
on March 3. 

The man told police a taxi 
dropped him off between 
Third and Fourth avenues 
at 4:50 am. He began walk-
ing home when two men ap-
proached him, one from in 
front and the other from be-
hind, police said. The baddie 
in front of the man tried to 
shove his hand into his pock-
ets, but the man resisted, of-
ficials said. 

The second goon then 
struck him in the face with 
an unknown object, causing 
the man to blackout and col-
lapse on the sidewalk. 

The victim was taken to 
Lutheran Medical Center, po-
lice said. None of his belong-
ings were taken, according to 
a police report. 

Ambushed
Four ruffians mugged 

two men on Fifth Avenue 
on March 5, said police. 

One of the victims told po-
lice that he was walking along 
the street with his friend be-
tween 86th and 88th streets 
at 4:40 am when the pair 
passed a bar. Four bruisers 
in front of the watering hole 
approached the men and be-
gan punching and kicking 
them, said police.  

The goons knocked the men 
to the ground and grabbed 
their cash and phones be-
fore fleeing the scene, offi-
cials said.

— Caroline Spivack

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

By Caroline Spivack
Brooklyn Paper

They cast the first tomb-
stone.

Local pols rushed to hold 
a press conference at Maple-
ton’s Washington Cemetery 
on March 5 to decry 42 top-
pled tombstones as an act of 
vandalism, but officials at 
the largely Jewish cemetery 
— whom the pols didn’t con-
sult — say the headstones sim-
ply fell over because of age 
and the elements.

Now cemetery officials 

are blaming the politicians 
for sowing fear without do-
ing their homework. 

“These politicians rushed 
to judgement that it’s vandal-
ism,” said Michael Ciamaga, 
the manager of the Bay Park-
way burial ground. “If they 
would have contacted us and 
waited, we could have wrapped 
this up easily with them. Some 
of the older stones are unsta-
ble and fall over. It’s not van-
dalism.” 

Assemblyman Dov Hikind 
(D–Borough Park) led a press 

conference with Councilman 
David Greenfield (D–Mid-
wood), and community lead-
ers on the fallen grave mark-
ers after a local who regularly 
strolls the grounds alerted of-
ficials. Pols consulted with po-
lice, who had begun investigat-
ing the matter, but broadcast 
their concerns before speaking 
with cemetery managers, ac-
cording to Hikind who  tweeted  
“#Antisemitism” with a pic-
ture of an overturned head-
stone Sunday morning. 

Police have since deter-

Grave concerns
Pols, cops disagree on Jewish cemetery

Local pols remain convinced that more than 40 
downed headstones at Washington Cemetery in 
Mapleton are the result of vandalism — despite of-
ficials saying otherwise.
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mined that the fallen head-
stones were not toppled by 
vandals, said a detective. 

“It seems like it was a result 

of long-term neglect,” said De-
tective Ahmed Nasser. 

But Hikind and commu-
nity leaders continue to in-

sist that it’s no coincidence 
that dozens of tombstones in 
the same section of the grave-
yard are down. They point to 
a break in the barbed wire on 
the six-foot fence near 20th 
Avenue and 57th Street that 
bounds the cemetery as a sign 
that something more is going 
on. Some stones may be fall-
ing because of neglect, but lo-
cal pols still suspect foul play, 
said Hikind. 

“Those tombstones that 
the cemetery said were lying 
down, those are not the ones 
we are talking about,” said Hi-
kind. “The issue is that in this 
one section of the cemetery you 
have all these tombstones that 
look like they were tampered 
with. I don’t believe it was the 
wind that blew them down — 
that’s ridiculous.”
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I
t’s the clothes that make the artist.

A new exhibit at the Brooklyn Mu-
seum unveils the fashionable side of pio-

neering modernist painter Georgia O’Keeffe 
— famed for her New York cityscapes and 
brightly colored images of suspiciously 
yonic flowers. “Georgia O’Keeffe: Liv-
ing Modern,” on display through July 23, 
pairs the artist’s work with garments from 
her wardrobe to demonstrate how care-
fully she crafted her austere public im-
age, said the show’s curator.

“She liked to curate her body. She liked 
to really be in charge of how she fashioned 
herself,” said Wanda Corn. “And by look-
ing at the material culture she left behind 
we realize that her aesthetic philosophy 
was not just something she practiced in 
the studio, but something she practiced in 
her everyday life.”

The show tracks the parallels between 
her art and outfits by pairing 50 pieces of 
O’Keeffe’s work with 50 of her garments 
and accessories — eight of which she de-
signed and sewed herself. 

It covers each stage of her career, from 
emerging artist to successful New York 
City painter, as well as her later years in 
New Mexico. 

In the 1920s and ’30s, a black-and-white 
palette dominated her work and dress, while 
towards the end of her career, the warm 
hues of the Southwestern landscape seeped 
into her art and clothing. 

The never-before-seen pairing of 
her wardrobe and art taps into a side of 
O’Keeffe that has never been seen before, 
said Corn.

“I think that’s what makes it an excit-
ing show. It shows a different side of her 
that we just haven’t been able to evoke,” 
said Corn. “For me, it shows her dedica-
tion to a single aesthetic. She liked to put 
it that she was, ‘Filling a space in a beau-
tiful way,’ and people are always quoting 
that about her painting, but that can also 
be said about the way she fashioned her-
self — her image.”

That meticulous fashion is also captured 
in nearly 100 images from art photogra-
phy giants, including O’Keeffe’s husband, 
Alfred Stieglitz, and photographers Ansel 
Adams and Todd Webb. The portraits al-
lowed O’Keeffe to create her public im-
age, and solidified her status as a style 
icon, said Corn. 

“We use photos not just to document 
how she dressed, but how art photogra-

phers fashioned a persona for her,” said 
Corn. “Eventually there became a kind 
of iconic way for her posing — alone, in 
the landscape, or in her home, sitting very 
contemplatively. There is a remoteness, a 
spiritual quality.”

This is the second major show dedi-
cated to O’Keeffe at the Brooklyn Mu-
seum, which hosted the artist’s first solo 
show in 1927.

“Georgia O’Keeffe: Living Modern” 
at the Brooklyn Museum (200 East-
ern Pkwy. at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights). On display through 
July 23, Wed–Sun 11 am–6 pm. $20 
($12 students, seniors, and on select 
evenings).

A R T

Holy folk

They’re raising the roof!
A group of Brooklyn folk musicians will hold a 

fund-raising concert and square dance this week-
end to help repair the ceilings of St. Ann and the 
Holy Trinity Church. The show on March 11 will 
also serve as a preview for the  Brooklyn Folk 
Festival , which will take place in the same sanc-
tuary in late April. The long association between 
the 9-year-old music gathering and the 170-year-
old holy site inspired the group to pass the col-
lection plate, said the festival’s founder. 

“It’s a beautiful and historic space with a long 
history of music happening there,” said Park 
Sloper and banjo player Eli Smith. “We have 
a great relationship with the folks that run the 
church and want to help them as much as pos-
sible in completing the repairs.”

The ceiling repairs are largely complete, said 
Smith, and the concert should help complete 
the final touches.

“St. Ann’s church is a landmark building that 
needs to be preserved and we hope this benefit 
is awesome,” he said.

Smith will perform at the concert, and so 
will fellow Brooklynites Eva Salina and Peter 
Stan, who will bust out some traditional Bal-
kan tunes. The music performances will be fol-
lowed by a square dancing session, featuring five-
piece string band New York City Barn Dance 
and caller Dave Harvey, who will give a quick 
square dance how-to that will get the audience 
into a hootenanny mood, said Smith.

“Once the band starts playing and the caller 
calls out — people start dancing and swing-
ing,” said Smith.

Anyone can step right up and get the moves, 
he said.

“That’s the magic of it — you literally don’t 
need to know how to dance, just show up,” said 
Smith. “The caller of the band teaches you the 
dance.”

The ninth annual Brooklyn Folk Festival on 
April 28–30 will feature more than 40 differ-
ent bands, said Smith, representing folk tradi-
tions from around the world. 

“Brooklyn Folk Festival Preview Concert” at 
St. Ann and the Holy Trinity Church (157 Mon-
tague St. at Clinton Street in Brooklyn Heights, 
www.stannholytrinity.org). March 11 at 7:30 pm. 
$20–$100. — Alexandra Simon

M U S I C

Word’s pick — “The Refugees” by 
Viet Thanh Nguyen

A timely collection of stories about home, 
identity, and fulfillment that will deeply res-
onate with readers of 
all backgrounds. Viet 
Thanh Nguyen’s sto-
ries capture the complex 
emotions and struggles 
confronting immigrants 
who have recently ar-
rived in America and 
beautifully portrays the 
power of hope amidst 
struggle. Given the 
current political cli-
mate, I can’t think of a 
more appropriate book 
to read.

— Alison Gore, Word [126 Franklin St. at Mil-
ton Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096,  www.
wordbrooklyn.com ].

Community Bookstore’s pick — 
“At Swim-Two-Birds” by Flann O’Brien

If you have not yet read Flann O’Brien’s glo-
rious debut novel, this absurd moment in his-

tory is the time to start. 
A young Irish writer be-
gins a series of books 
starring a cast of down-
and-out deviants, and 
soon these deviants 
start their own books 
with their own casts of 
down-and-out deviants, 
and this continues until 
something like an up-
rising foments in the 
metafictional ranks. 
The word “hilarious” 

gets used a lot, but O’Brien’s novel truly de-
serves the term.

— Hal Hlavinka, Community Bookstore [43 
Seventh Ave. between Carroll Street and Gar-
field Place in Park Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.
commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick — 
“Paper Girls, Vol. 2” by Brian K. Vaughan

The supernatural and the suburban loop to-
gether in this graphic novel series illustrated 
by Cliff Chiang, about 
four young newspaper 
deliverers on the strang-
est Halloween of their 
lives. The second vol-
ume opens with the 
girls catapulted from 
1988 to 2016, where 
meeting one of their 
older selves is the least 
weird thing they con-
front. With time travel, 
mystery, girl gangs, and 
twists and turns unlike 
any narrative before, “Paper Girls,” is an un-
predictable and captivating series everyone 
should read!

— Melissa Hohl, Greenlight Bookstore [686 
Fulton St. between S. Elliott Place and S. Port-
land Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 246–0200,  
 www.greenlightbookstore.com ].

Reading picks
B O O KS

Fashion show
Georgia O’Keeffe’s outfi ts and art on display in new show

Local ties: (Pictured left to right) The Brooklyn Museum’s new exhibit features O’Keeffe’s famed Brooklyn Bridge painting, along with work from her first solo show, held at 
the Museum in 1927. The exhibit pairs her art, her clothing, and photos of herself, including this image by Bruce Weber, to show how O’Keeffe crafted her public image.
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“It’s the teaser to make you 
go to the Museum,” said Kevin 
Stayton, who lives in Brooklyn 
Heights. “Experiencing a piece 
of art live, in the flesh, is a com-
pletely different experience than 
seeing it in a book.”

Stayton, who worked as a cu-
rator at the Brooklyn Museum 
for 36 years, said that narrow-
ing down the museum’s thou-
sands of artifacts and art for the 
book required a lot of painful 
choices.

“You want objects that are the 
very best of their kind. That’s 
probably the easiest part of it,” 
he said. “Then you try to get a 
balance that reflects the entire 
collection.”

Getting a representative sam-
ple meant cutting out some amaz-
ing pieces, said Stayton.

“Sometimes you’ll have four 
great objects, but they’re all by the 
same painter, so you don’t want to 
have four Monet’s,” he said.

But the book has one advan-
tage over actually visiting the 
Museum, said Stayton — it fea-
tures works of art that are rarely 
on display, such as the watercolor 
“The Great Red Dragon and the 
Woman Clothed By the Sun” by 
William Blake, which is too del-
icate to show for long.

“It’s a famous work, a lot of peo-
ple know it, but it’s almost never 
on exhibition to keep the colors 
from fading,” said Stayton.

Stayton hopes the book will 
appeal to those coming to and 
from the Brooklyn Museum.

“It’s in part a souvenir that 
people who come to the mu-
seum will use as a provoker of 
memory,” he said. “And we hope 
that it will reach people who will 
then say, ‘I didn’t know they had 
these great things. I’ll have to 
go there.’ ”

“Treasures of the Brooklyn 
Museum” in bookstores every-
where. $12.95. — Bill Roundy

Book-lyn Museum
It’s the Brooklyn Museum in your pocket! The tiny new 

book “Treasures of the Brooklyn Museum” showcases 
more than 250 full-page photos of items in the Museum’s 
permanent collection. But the man who chose those 
items and wrote the introduction says that the 4.5-inch 
square volume is still no substitute for the real thing.

Devil in the details: This watercolor by William Blake is 
one piece of art you will find in “Treasures of the Brooklyn 
Museum” — but probably not on its walls.
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
March 10

Off with 
their heads!
Los Campesinos!, the 
seven-piece British 
band with a Spanish 
name, brings its 
dreamy pop songs to 
Greenpoint tonight, 
supporting its latest 
album “Sick Scenes.” 
We can only hope 
that they will be 
wearing the awe-
some mascot outfits 
featured in this press 
photo.

8 pm at Warsaw [261 
Driggs Ave. at Eckford 
Street in Greenpoint, (718) 
387–0505], www.warsaw-
concerts.com. $22.50.

SATURDAY
March 11

Greenpoint 
go bragh!
Bone up on the 
neighborhood’s long 
association with the 
Emerald Isle at “A 
History of the Irish in 
Greenpoint,” a lec-
ture from local histo-
rian Geoffrey Cobb 
(pictured). Use your 
new knowledge to 
impress people at 
the pub this weekend 
with tales of ward 
boss Peter McGuin-
ness, who gave his 
name to the nabe’s 
major boulevard.

3 pm at Gallery AWA [61 
Greenpoint Ave between 
West and Franklin streets 
in Greenpoint, (917) 460–
6920], www.galleryawa.
com. Free.

SUNDAY
March 12

Puff, puff, 
Purim?
Sorry, Deadheads — 
there will be no 
smoking at today’s 
Grateful Purim party 
at Brooklyn Bowl, but 
it will feature a story-
telling session with 
Park Slope rabbi Dan 
Ain (pictured) set to 
the music of the 
Grateful Dead. The 
long, strange reading 
will be followed by a 
performance by the 
Terrapin Family Band.

11 am at Brooklyn Bowl 
[61 Wythe Ave. between 
N. 11th and N. 12th 
streets in Williamsburg, 
(718) 963–3369], www.
brooklynbowl.com. $15.

TUESDAY
March 14

XX files
While we are very 
excited to read Gil-
lian Anderson’s new 
book “We: A Mani-
festo to Women 
Everywhere,” billed 
as “a revolutionary 
guide to radical self-
transformation,” if 
there is a question-
and-answer session 
after her reading 
tonight we are defi-
nitely going to ask 
what happened to 
Scully’s alien baby. 
We need closure!

7 pm at PowerHouse 
Arena [28 Adams St. at 
Water Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 666–3049], www.
powerhousearena.com. 
Free.

WEDNESDAY
March 15

No, no, Noh! 
Catch the New York 
premiere of the 
opera “Curlew River” 
tonight, based on a 
medieval Japanese 
Noh play. The all-
male production, 
directed by Mark 
Morris, is part of a 
double-bill of operas, 
paired with “Dido 
and Aeneas,” a mod-
ern take on Carthag-
inian drama.

7:30 pm at BAM Howard 
Gilman Opera House (30 
Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. 
Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, www.bam.org). 
$25.

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, MARCH 10
ART, “NOTHING TWICE” OPENING 

RECEPTION: And exhibit by seven 
female artists who are preoccupied 
with ephemeral materials. Free. 
6–9pm. John Doe [112 Waterbury 
St. between Maujer and Ten Eyck 
streets in Bushwick, (718) 366–2550], 
www.johndoe-ny.com. 

ART, “MULTILOCATIONAL” OPEN-
ING RECEPTION: Artists Natalia 
Nakazawa and Cecile Chong present 
work inspired by their hybridized 
cultural backgrounds. Free. 6–8pm. 
The Old Stone House [336 Third St. 
between Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Park Slope, (718) 768–3195], theold-
stonehouse.org. 

THEATER, “THE SKIN OF OUR 
TEETH”: Thornton Wilder’s tragic 
comedy follows the Antrobus fam-
ily as they survive the Ice Age, the 
Flood, and war. $85. 7:30 pm. The-
atre for a New Audience, Polonsky 
Shakespeare Center [262 Ashland 
Pl. between Fulton Street and Lafay-
ette Avenue in Fort Greene, (212) 
229–2819], www.tfana.org. 

THEATER, “DIRTY PANTIES” THE 
MUSICAL: A collection of emotional 
scenes and performances created 
by women working in the sex indus-
try. $35–$40. 8 pm. House of Yes (2 
Wyckoff Ave. at Jefferson Street in 
Bushwick), www.houseofyes.org. 

SAT, MARCH 11
MUSIC, REGINA OPERA PRESENTS 

“TOSCA”: The Brooklyn opera com-
pany presents the tale of a diva and 
her lover, who become the prey of 
a corrupt police chief. In Italian with 
English supertitles. $25 ($5 teens, 
kids free). 3 pm. Regina Opera [5902 
Sixth Avenue at 60th Street in Sunset 
Park, (718) 259–2772], www.regi-
naopera.org. 

THEATER, “SWEET BIRD OF YOUTH”: 
Check out the Tennessee Williams 
play about  gigolo who returns to 
his hometown as the companion 
of a once-was movie star. $25 ($20 
seniors and students). 8 pm. Gallery 
Players [199 14th St. between Fourth 
and Fifth avenues in Park Slope, (212) 
352–3101], www.galleryplayers.com. 

MUSIC, EVELYN: Brooklyn indie-rock 
band Evelyn releases its debut 
album “Light Full.” Eamon Fogarty 

and M. Lui open. $10 ($8 in ad-
vance). 8 pm. C’mon Everybody (325 
Franklin Ave. between Clifton Place 
and Greene Avenue in Clinton Hill), 
www.cmoneverybody.com. 

NIGHTLIFE, SEMITIC AF: This Purim 
party uses live music, games, and 
interactive performances to tell the 
story of Purim. Costumes will be 
provided for anyone without one. 
Suggested donation. 6–9 pm. Space 
Heater Gallery (1283 Bushwick Ave. 
between Halsey and Eldert streets in 
Bushwick), awholenewmegillah.com. 

MUSIC, THE RHAPSODY PLAYERS: 
Songs from the ’60s, ’70s, and ’80s. 
$25. 7:30 pm. St. Francis Xavier 
Catholic Academy [763 President St. 
in Park Slope, (718) 857–2559], www.
sfxsparkslope.org. 

COMEDY, DEEP DISH COMEDY AT 
HELL PHONE: The speakeasy hosts 
stand-up from Chanel Ali, May 
Wilkerson, Mookie Thompson, and 
more. Free. 9:30 pm. Hell Phone 
[247 Varet St. between White and 
Bogart streets in Bushwick, (718) 
821–2459], www.hellphonebrook-
lyn.com. 

SUN, MARCH 12
MUSIC, FORT GREENE PARK WINTER 

JAZZ FESTIVAL: A fi rst-ever indoor 
event kicks presents three star-
studded jazz performances for the 
community. $15. 3–7 pm. The Five 
Spot (459 Myrtle Ave at Washington 
Ave in Fort Greene), www.fortgree-
neparkjazzfestival.com. 

THEATER, “SWEENEY TODD”: Ex-
perience Stephen Sondheim’s infa-
mous tale of a demon barber out for 
revenge. $40 ($30 seniors and stu-
dents). 4 pm. The McKinney Chapel 
at First Unitarian Society (116 Pierre-
pont St. between Clinton Street and 
Monroe Place in Brooklyn Heights), 
www.theater2020.com. 

See 9 DAYS on page 8

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

FRI, MARCH 10
SPORTS, 2017 ATLANTIC COAST 

CONFERENCE MEN’S BAS-
KETBALL TOURNAMENT: $48. 
7 pm. 

SAT, MARCH 11
SPORTS, 2017 ATLANTIC COAST 

CONFERENCE MEN’S BAS-
KETBALL TOURNAMENT: $48. 
9 pm. 

SUN, MARCH 12
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS. 

NEW  YORK KNICKS: $75–
$3,000. 6 pm.

MON, MARCH 13
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

VS. CAROLINA HURRICANES: 
Andrew Ladd bobblehead give-
away. $11–$502. 7:30 pm.

TUE, MARCH 14
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS. 

OKLAHOMA CITY THUNDER: 
$55–$3,000. 7:30 pm.

WED, MARCH 15
MUSIC, GREEN DAY: $45–$65. 

8 pm.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to 
present Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and the 
New York Daily News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Tuesday at 2:00 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-
out segments, can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH TUESDAY AT 2:00PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, and, 
of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn Paper 
radio is the only webcast where you’ll hear 
Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira Eisen-
berg, Andrew Dice Clay, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and two-time guest Borough 
President Eric Adams.

So tune in each week live Tuesdays at 2:00 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes, 
Stitcher, and Mixlr.

Don’t muss with tuxes: Punk band Green Day, which has 
been around for 31 years, will sing about teen angst at Bar-
clays Center on March 15.
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COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER
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By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

N
o puppet? He’s the puppet!

A full-size puppet figure of 
President Trump welcomed vis-

itors to the opening of “Not Normal: Art 
in Resistance in the Time of Trump,” a 
month-long performance series where 
artists are showing  cartoons, singing 
protest songs, and acting out their op-
position to the Trump administration. 
The series, at the Irondale center in 
Fort Greene through March 24, gives 
performers of all kinds a much-needed 
showcase to vent their frustrations with 
the new political regime, said one of 
the series producers.

“We were all devastated, we couldn’t 
ignore how it’s affecting us as artists,” 
said Rivka Rivera, who lives in Cobble 
Hill. “Irondale, in its history, has al-
ways been a very political theater com-
pany and always had the belief that our 
jobs as artists is to respond and cre-
ate a space for conversations and dia-
logue when anything is happening in 
our world and our community.”

Each night of the series features 
several different performances, in-
cluding short plays, songs of pro-

test, monologues, dances, and lec-
tures. The works fall into two broad 
categories, said Irondale’s artistic di-
rector Jim Niesen — bitterly humor-
ous takes on the administration, and 
uplifiting pieces that seek to inspire 
citizens. 

The first category includes “the sort 
of realm of ‘Saturday Night Live’ things, 
more satirical, just feisty, and the sec-
ond is more inspirational — there is 
still good going on around you,” said 
Niesen, who lives in Boerum Hill. 

One example of the latter, on March 
11, is a group of women who will sing 
about James Hamlet, a Williamsburg 
resident who was freed from slavery 
in 1850 after the efforts of local ab-
olitionists. 

The series launched on March 4, 
with the audience welcomed by a full-

size figure of President Trump holding 
a broken-winged eagle in a cage. The 
creator of the puppet said that strik-
ing visual art is one of the best ways 
to get people talking.

“I’ve been doing protest puppets for 
a while, it’s a great way to get people’s 
attention, bring attention to issues. I’ve 
brought him to a dozen demonstra-
tions, people really enjoy him, people 
light up,” said Elliot Crown, who lives 
in Manhattan. “Satire is very power-
ful and I’ve used him to make com-
ments about [Trump’s] sexism, about 
his ban on Muslims, about the envi-
ronment. And the hope is that an im-
age can get deep into people’s memo-
ries and imaginations and make them 
want to know more and think more 
about an issue.”

But the new president has an upside, 
too, said Crown — he has mobilized 
artists to create new work and to take 
a stand against him. 

“In general, artists are really the last 
people to engage in political matters and 
it’s really wonderful now that Trump 
has turned out to be such a good orga-
nizer and get everybody to do things 
and to show up,” he said. “People have 
to stand up, and now is the time.” 

Not normal eyes: Activist Elliot Crown, dressed as Donald Trump roughing up Lady Liberty, welcomed 
visitors to the launch of “Not Normal,” a political performance series running at Irondale in Fort Greene 
through March 24.
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That’s not normal
Performance series is taking on Trump

“Not Normal: Art in Resistance in 
the Time of Trump” at the Irondale 
[85 S. Oxford St. between Lafayette 
and Greene avenues in Fort Greene, 
(718) 488–9233, www.irondale.org]. 
March 10–11, 17–18, and 22–24 at 
7:30 pm. Free.

E V E N T
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For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your 
local Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account.2 Get the 
complete access and control you desire with a competitive interest rate and banking on-the-go 
with our Flushing Bank Mobile3 app. 

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1. New money only. APY effective January 19, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot 
be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. 2. A Flushing Bank checking account 
with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance 
is $5,000. A checking account is not required for IRA accounts. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details. 3. Flushing Bank Mobile Banking is available to all Flushing Bank online 
banking users. Mobile carrier fees may apply. 

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

7-Month CD

1.10%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

13-Month CD

1.25%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

T
he Saint is marching in!

St. Patrick’s Day falls on a Fri-
day this year, so your celebration of 

Ireland’s patron saint can last all week-
end. The Guinness will be flowing at 
every Irish pub in Brooklyn, but we’ve 
put together a list of the best events on 
St. Paddy’s and beyond, so you can ded-
icate your time to washing down some 
corned beef with a pint or five.

My green Haven 
Neighborhood pub the Irish Haven 

will host a full weekend of festivities 
to celebrate St. Patrick, opening at 8 
am on March 17 for those who want 
to throw back some Guinness before 
heading to Manhattan’s parade. And 
starting at 2 pm, help yourself to the 
bar’s free corned beef, cabbage, and po-
tatoes — it is all gratis as long as you 
buy a drink. Saturday boasts drink spe-
cials and an Irish rock cover band play-
ing tunes by Thin Lizzy, the Pogues, 
and Van Morrison. The weekend winds 
down with traditional Irish band the 
Brooklyn Bards, who will hit the stage 
on Sunday at 7 pm. 

Irish Haven (5721 Fourth Ave. at 
58th St. in Sunset Park), March 17–19. 
Free.

A Wicked time
Bay Ridge’s most elegant Irish spot, 

the Wicked Monk celebrates the holiday 
by holding its weekly Sunday session of 
traditional Irish music on St. Patrick’s 
Day itself, starting at 5:30 pm. Sip a stout 
and enjoy the music — and if you can 
play the fiddle, feel free to join in!

Wicked Monk (9510 Third Ave. be-
tween 95th and 96th streets in Bay 
Ridge, www.wickedmonk.com). March 
17 at 5:30 pm. Free.

Green beer
Spending St. Paddy’s day getting 

hammered plays to a ridiculous stereo-
type of the Irish — and if that’s what 
you’re doing, you should also be cheap 
about it! The St. Patty’s Boozecrawl of-
fers unlimited drinks at five Bushwick 
watering holes for a $30 ticket, as you 
travel between them with pro-drinking 
group Boozy Bushwick. 

St. Patty’s Day Boozecrawl (Start-
ing at the Johnsons, 369 Troutman St. 
between Irving and Wyckoff avenues 
in Bushwick, boozecrawl.eventbrite.

com). March 17 at 5:30 pm. $30.

Green screen
Take a break from boozing for a silly, 

semi-Irish flick featuring Ice-T taking 
on an evil leprechaun played by War-
wick Davis, in that classic film “Lep-
rechaun in the Hood.” 

“Leprechaun in the Hood” at Ni-
tehawk Cinema (136 Metropolitan 
Ave. between Berry Street and Wythe 
avenue in Williamsburg, www.nite-
hawkcinema.com). March 17 and 18 at 
midnight. $12. 

Slainte Slope
Park Slope’s 42nd annual St. Pat-

rick’s Day parade will hit the streets on 
the Sunday after St. Patrick’s day. This 
year’s procession will be led by James 
Houlihan, the owner of Windsor Ter-

race institution Farrell’s Bar and Grill, 
and the parade will feature plenty of 
bagpipes, kilts, and brogues.

Park Slope St. Patrick’s Day Pa-
rade (Starting at 15th Street and 
Prospect Park West, www.brook-
lynstpatricksparade.com). March 19 
at 1 pm. Free.

Bay’s big day
Bay Ridgites will have an extra week 

to build up their supply of Irish pride, 
since the enormous annual Bay Ridge 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade will kick off on 
March 26 this year. The 30-block proces-
sion will include floats, marching bands, 
and (of course) plenty of bagpipes.

Bay Ridge St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
(Starting at Third Avenue and Marine 
Street in Bay Ridge, www.brparade.
com). March 26 at 1 pm. Free.

We’re going green
St. Patrick’s Day events in Brooklyn

Piping hot!: Bay Ridge’s Saint Patrick’s Day Parade on March 26 will 
feature plenty of bagpipers as it travels along Third Avenue from Ma-
rine Avenue to 33rd Street.
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MUSIC, PHILIP GLASS AND 
FODAY MUSA SUSO: Col-
laborators Philip Glass and 
West African kora player 
Foday Musa Suso perform. 
With special guests Asher 
Delerme and Jeffrey Zei-
gler. $60 ($50 in advance). 
7 pm. National Sawdust [80 
N. Sixth St. at Wythe Av-
enue in Williamsburg, (646) 
779–8455], www.national-
sawdust.org. 

TALK, CHURCH OF MONIKA: 
Artist Karen Stevenson 
discusses her new project, 
“Capturing Hate.” Bagels 
and coffee will be served. 
Free. 11 am. Open Source 
Gallery [306 17th St. at Sixth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (646) 
279–3969], www.open-
source-gallery.org. 

MON, MARCH 13
TALK, “ASK ME ANOTHER”: 

A rambunctious hour that 
blends brainteasers and 
local pub trivia night with 
comedy and music with host 
Ophira Eisenberg. $25 ($20 
in advance). 12:00 am. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

COMEDY, SIDE PONYTAIL 
COMEDY: The Monday 
night comedy features 
Adam Lowitt from “The 
Daily Show,” Ian Fidance, 
Charles McBee, and Julia 
Claire. Free. 7pm. Friends 
and Lovers (641 Classon 
Ave. between Dean and 
Pacifi c streets in Crown 
Heights), www.fnlbk.com. 

DANCE, NATIONAL DANCE 
THEATRE COMPANY OF 
JAMAICA: The company 
presents a vibrant celebra-
tion of West Indian culture. 
$36–$75. 8 pm. Brooklyn 
Center for the Performing 
Arts at Brooklyn College 
[2900 Campus Rd. between 
Hillel Place and Avenue H in 
Midwood, (718) 951–4500], 
www.brooklyncenter.org. 

TUES, MARCH 14
TALK, THE HOOK: The live 

talk show chats with Chris-
topher Louras, Rutland, 
Vermont’s Republican 
mayor who convinced the 
city council to resettle 100 
Syrian refugees. Free. 7 pm. 
Pete’s Candy Store [709 
Lorimer St. at Richardson 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
302–3770], www.petescan-
dystore.com. 

JUKEBOX BINGO: A combi-
nation of bingo and music 
trivia, with a little bit of 
karaoke. Winners get free 
tickets to shows and events. 
Free. 8 pm. Henri’s Back-
yard (256 Fourth Ave. be-
tween President and Carroll 
streets in Park Slope). 

COMEDY, “THE FANCY 
SHOW”: A free, glorious 

night of stand-up comedy 
featuring some of the best 
comics from New York and 
across the country. Free. 
8:30 pm. Dizzy’s on Fifth 
(230 5th Ave between Car-
roll and President streets in 
Park Slope), www.facebook.
com/thefancyshow. 

WED, MARCH 15
TALK, “UNDERSTANDING 

DEMENTIA FOR CAREGIV-
ERS”: CaringKind hosts a 
special educational meet-
ing for people caring for 
those with Alzheimer’s or 
dementia. RSVP is required. 
Free. 6 pm. Heights and 
Hills [57 Willoughby St. at 
Lawrence Street; Fourth 
fl oor in Downtown, (646) 
744–2900]. 

TALK, “THE POWER OF 
IMMIGRANT COMMU-
NITIES”: The New York 
Women’s Foundation hosts 
a neighborhood gathering 
to discuss current efforts to 
reduce immigration. Free. 6 
pm. Brooklyn Borough Hall 
(209 Joralemon St. at Court 
Street in Downtown). 

READING, MORGAN 
PARKER, JAMI ATTEN-
BERG: A joint book event 
celebrating Parker’s po-
litically charged poetry 
collection, “There Are 
More Beautiful Things Than 
Beyonce” and acclaimed 
novelist Attenberg’s latest 
book, “All Grown Up.” Free. 
7–9 pm. PowerHouse Arena 
[28 Adams St. at Water 
Street in Dumbo, (718) 666–
3049], www.powerhouse-
arena.com. 

NIGHTLIFE, RAW BROOK-

LYN: A creative explosion 
of fi lm, fashion, music, art, 
performing art, hair styling, 
makeup artistry, photogra-
phy, accessories and more. 
$30 ($22 in advance). 7 pm. 
Brooklyn Bazaar (150 Green-
point Ave. between Man-
hattan Avenue and Franklin 
Street in Greenpoint), www.
bkbazaar.com. 

COMEDY, COMEDIANS YOU 
SHOULD KNOW: A stand-
up showcase to with Kevin 
McCaffery, Kerry Coddette, 
Saurin Choksi, and more! 
Hosted by Mike Lebovitz. 
$5. 9 pm. The Gutter [200 
N. 14th St. between Berry 
Street and Wythe Avenue 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
387–3585], www.thegutter-
brooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, MAUDE NIGHT: An 
interactive occult carnival 
of womyn artists celebrat-
ing the Ides of March with a 
superhit of altars, puppets, 
and goddesses at cult-folk 
band Maude Gun. Free. 9 
pm–midnight. Muchmore’s 
(2 Havemeyer St. at N. Ninth 
Street in Williamsburg), 
www.gloryofmaude.com. 

THURS, MARCH 16
COMEDY, TODD BARRY: 

The comedian launches 
his book, “Thank You for 
Coming to Hattiesburg,” 
with John Hodgman, Jo 
Firestone, and more. $25. 7 
pm. Bell House [149 Seventh 
St. at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus, (718) 643–6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

COMEDY, LITERATI: A 
comedy show about the 
greatest American Novels 

never written, with hosts 
Colin O’Brien and Michael 
Wolf and guests Dave Hill, 
Alexandra Song, Jason 
Gore, and more. $10 ($8 in 
advance). 7:30 pm. Union 
Hall [702 Union St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (718) 
638–4400], www.union-
hallny.com. 

THEATER, “946 — THE 
AMAZING STORY OF 
ADOLPHUS TIPS”: This 
play tells the true story of 
British townsfolk and the 
African American soldiers in 
WWII. $35. 8 pm. St. Ann’s 
Warehouse [45 Water St. at 
New Dock Street in Dumbo, 
(718) 834–8794], www.
stannswarehouse.org. 

OPERA, “OTELLO”: LoftOp-
era presents Rossini’s adap-
tation of the Shakespearean 
tragedy. $30. 8 pm. Light-
space Studio (1115 Flushing 
Ave. between Porter and 
Varick avenues in Bushwick), 
www.loftopera.com. 

FRI, MARCH 17
ART, “POW! NEW PAINT-

INGS” OPENING RECEP-
TION: An exhibit of new 
work from Carroll Gardens 
artist Susan Bee. Free. 6–8 
pm. A.I.R. Gallery [155 Plym-
outh St. between Pearl and 
Jay streets in Dumbo, (212) 
255–6651], airgallery.org. 

COMEDY, AMERICAN CAN-
DY’S “BACK IN THE DAY”: 
The sketch comedy group 
takes on house music, blax-
ploitation fi lms, and other 
ridiculous things from their 
childhoods. With pre-show 
wine reception. $25. 8 pm. 
Actor’s Fund Arts Center 
[160 Schermerhorn St. 
between Smith and Hoyt 
streets in Downtown, (718) 
622–3655], www.apecial-
educator.net. 

SAT, MARCH 18
DANCE, KINGS ARENA 

TOURNAMENT: A 16-man 
street dance competition. 
$20. 3 pm. Brooklyn Rocks 
[2214 Church Ave. between 
Flatbush and Bedford av-
enues in Flatbush, (347) 
925–7468], Kingsarenanyc.
eventbrite.com. 

COFFEE AND TEA FESTIVAL: 
Get buzzed on coffee and 
tea from more than 60 ven-
dors at this annual carnival 
of caffeinated beverages. 
$15. 10 am–5 pm. Brooklyn 
Expo Center (72 Noble St. 
at Franklin Street in Green-
point). 

OPERA, “OTELLO”: 8 pm. See 
Thursday, March 16. 

COMEDY, THE POD OF 
MANY CASTS: Watch im-
prov comedy nerds play 
Dungeons & Dragons at 
this live podcast record-
ing. Free. 9 pm. Twenty-
sided Store (362 Grand St. 
between Havemeyer Street 
and Marcy Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg), twentysided-
store.com. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 6

Thank you, ma’am!: The exhibit “Pow! New Paint-
ings,” named after this oil and enamel piece by Susan 
Bee, will open at the Artist in Residence gallery in 
Dumbo on March 16.
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A 
Beginning

with
Children
School

Join our Lower School! grades K-4 
 25 students per class with two teachers  2 Classes at each grade level

 Curriculum tailored to meet individual needs of every student
 Fully inclusive program for students with special needs  Art, Music, P.E., or Technology Classes

 Frequent Field Labs - learning outside the classroom
 Partnerships with Dance, Yoga, Swimming, Chess and Robotics

 Robust After-School enrichment programs
 A commitment by the “Legacy Network” to support students from high school to university

A Free Public Charter School In YOUR Community! 

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS! 
Kindergarten – 8th Grade and Beyond! 

Visit www.cpcsschool.org and apply today!
For additional information: Lower School @ 718.399.3824 and Middle School @ 718.636.3904

Middle School

Open House
Wednesday, March 15th 9am–10am & 5pm–6pm

Lower School

Open House
Wednesday, March 15th 9am–10am & 5pm–6pm

Join our Middle School! grades 5-8 
Our Graduates attend these NYC Public HS 

& Independent Boarding/Day Schools!
Brooklyn Latin; Bedford Academy; Benjamin Banneker;Medgar Evers College Prep; Urban 

Assembly for Law and Justice Choate-Rosemary Hall; Little Red School House; Brooklyn Friends

 Small class size and collaborative team teaching
 Nurturing Program with high academic standards

 Field lessons-learning opportunities outside of the classroom
 Robust After School Programs, Partnering with SONYC!

 A commitment by the “Legacy Network” to support students from high school to university

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

It is a sign of the times.
A new sign flashing “re-

sist” and “racist” has appeared 
on the Gowanus skyline, join-
ing the neighborhood’s lineup 
of iconic billboards that have 
greeted straphangers along 
the elevated F and G track 
for eons. 

But unlike the old marquees 
advertising  Kentile Floors  and 
 Bruno Truck Sales , the words 
beaming out of the Ninth 
Street building’s third-floor 
window is a decidedly politi-
cal message aimed at President 
Trump rather than consumers, 
according to its creator.

“I was feeling really angry 
a few weeks ago, and the idea 
hit me out of nowhere that I 
could use the windows as a 
canvas,” said local photogra-
pher Ashton Worthington.

The projection illuminat-
ing from Worthington’s ca-
nal-side studio rotates through 
the words, also including “re-
gime,” “scream,” “redeem,” 
and “enlist,” as  first reported 
by blog Brooklyn Pulp .

Worthington rigged up the 
projection in a single day last 
month, creating a digital video 
animating the various words, 
with the letters distorted so 
they appear straight and nar-
row to people viewing it at an 

Broadening its horizon
Anti-Trump sign joins Gowanus billboard tradition

Photographer Ashton Worthington poses in front of his sign.
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oblique angle.
“I wanted it to be very 

simple and aggressive,” he 
said.

The installation is visi-
ble from the Smith-Ninth 
station, but pedestrians at 
ground-level haven’t really 
taken notice so far, Wor-
thington says.

“I’ve been outside a bit and 
nobody looks up,” he said.

Another wrinkle is that 
the shutterbug is now start-
ing to miss his view, as the 
artwork takes up all his win-
dow space.

“We have a spectacular 
view there and it’s an incred-
ible bright sunny space dur-
ing the day, so it’s a bummer 
not to be able to look out dur-
ing the day.”

But the lensman isn’t ready 

to can his creation just yet, 
and says he plans on tinker-
ing with it and adding more 
words in the future.

And one day, he might even 
pay tribute to the neighbor-
hood’s legendary signs of yes-
teryear.

“I was thinking, ‘God, I 
should definitely work up a 
Kentile projection to put up,’ ” 
Worthington said.

By Moses Jefferson
When in doubt, let a Pulit-

zer Prize and  Polk Award win-
ner  explain it all to you.

Proving once again that the 
most intelligent and exhilarat-
ing interviews are not being 
conducted on National Pub-
lic Radio or the New York 
Times’ “Daily” podcast, this 
week’s Brooklyn Paper Radio 
featured a spirited 50-minute 
discussion with award-domi-
nating national reporter Alec 
MacGillis of ProPublica — 
and it was one that the for-
mer Brooklyn Paper reporter 
won’t soon forget.

“You guys are really good 
at interviewing,” MacGillis 
told co-hosts Gersh Kuntz-
man of the Daily News and 
Vince DiMiceli of Brooklyn 
Paper afterwards. “Seriously, 
this was one of the most en-

joyable and dynamic inter-
views I’ve ever done.”

Eat your heart out,  Front-
line . 

In the broad-ranging in-
terview, MacGillis:

• Lamented how President 
Trump’s increasingly dark 
Twitter feed has altered the 
media landscape forever.

• Revealed why so many 
areas that voted for Barack 
Obama twice swung to Trump 
in 2016 — sometimes by as 
much as 20 percent.

• And Credited Kuntzman 
and DiMiceli — more accu-
rately, DiMiceli — for doing 

the most important work on 
the planet.

“If you don’t have local 
media, with local reporters 
you see at the courthouse, 
at City Hall, at the school 
board, the face of the me-
dia becomes Wolf [Blitzer] 
and Bill O’Reilly instead of 
the handsome and talented 
Vince DiMiceli you see at 
Community Board 2,” said 
MacGillis.

Brooklyn Paper Radio is re-
corded live every Tuesday at 
10 am and can be found on 
BrooklynPaper.com,  iTunes , 
 Mixlr , and  Stitcher .

Talking with our famed alum 
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I’ve never felt 
stronger.

500+ miles. 7 days.
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I t isn’t secret that Amer-
ica loves to send people to 
prison. In 2008, we have 

five percent of the world’s 
population and 25 percent of 
its prisoners — which is odd 
for a “Land of Liberty.” 

Lately it has become com-
mon to attribute our mass 
incarceration to the war on 
drugs. The conversation goes 
like this: “Why don’t we just 
release the non-violent drug 
offenders? That makes so 
much sense!”

And it does. But it will not 
make that big a dent in the 
number of people sitting in 
cells, says John Pfaff,  a pro-
fessor of law at Fordham Uni-
versity and author of the new 
book, “Locked In: the True 
Causes of Mass Incarceration 
— and How to Achieve Real 
Reform.” (Book titles keep 
getting longer, don’t they?) 
Surprisingly, people ar-
rested for drug crimes con-
stitute only about 16 percent 
of the people in prison. Most 
of the rest are there for vio-
lent crimes. So for Pfaff the 
question is:

Should we start releasing 
the violent criminals, too?

At first blush, this sounds 
crazy. We need to keep vio-
lent offenders off the street! 
But one point that Pfaff makes 
is that “violent offender” is 
a misleading term. It makes 
it sound as if there is a class 
of people who are wired 
wrong and incorrigible. This 
is wrong on two counts. First 
of all, some crimes are labeled 
“violent” that aren’t — like 
breaking into a house. 

But beyond that, some peo-
ple are labeled “violent” who 
committed their crime only 
in the context of one partic-
ular situation. 

“You’re in a bad mood, 
you have a beer, you get in a 
fight with your friend at the 
bar and break his jaw,” says 
Pfaff. “If we’re trying to min-
imize future harm, some sort 
of anger management class 
might be more effective than 
prison.” 

But prison has become our 
knee-jerk response to all vi-
olence, even though often 
this isn’t addressing the real 
problem.

Which is? Well, says Pfaff, 
“Whenever you have young 
men who are denied upward 
social mobility and the state 
doesn’t do a good job of pre-
venting violent crime, these 
young men will engage in vi-
olence against each other. It’s 
as true in 19th-century Czarist 
Russia as it is in 20th-century 
Los Angeles. What is neces-
sary is a change of circum-
stance.”

That might sound like a 
verse from the “West Side 
Story” song — “Officer 
Krupke, you’re really a slob, 
this boy don’t need a doctor, 
just a good honest job” — 

but Pfaff cites a current the-
ory that looks at violence as 
an epidemic: A shoots B, B’s 
friends shoot C, C’s brother 
shoots D, and so forth. “One 
study tied 400 shootings back 
to one initial shooting,“ says 
Pfaff. 

If we could just stop that 
chain at the start, so many 
lives would be saved — and 
so many fewer people would 
wind up in a cage. One method 
shown to work is a program in 
Boston called Project Cease-
fire. It works like this: 

The cops determine which 
gangs are responsible for 
the majority of the gun vi-
olence. 

“Then they sit down and 
meet with those people and 
kind of give them two choices: 
‘If you persist in this violence, 
we will crack down on you as 
a group, aggressively,’ ” says 
Pfaff. But the cops also bring 
in an array of social workers to 
help with housing, food, em-
ployment, health care. “And 
they say, ‘If you’re willing 
to put this violence behind 
you, we will help you build 
a more stable life.’ It’s called 
‘focused deterrence.’ It’s car-
rot and stick.”

A program like this called 
Cure Violence was introduced 

in Chicago. 
“And when the state cut 

the funding a couple of years 
ago, that’s exactly when the 
violence in Chicago began its 
sharp increase,” Pfaff says. 

Somehow, one solitary 
neighborhood managed to 
keep its funding. And there, 
says Pfaff, the crime rate 
continues going down. This 
doesn’t definitively prove 
the program works. “But it’s 
worth a lot more study.”

It certainly is. And so is 
a look at the prison guard 
unions. While many peo-
ple are concerned about the 
advent of private prisons — 
after all, these make money 
on “heads in beds,” so they 
support more incarceration — 
the role of the public prison 
guard unions should not be 
ignored.

Here in New York State, 
says Pfaff, our prison pop-
ulation is down 25 percent, 
and yet our correctional bud-
get keeps going up. The more 
guards that are on the payroll, 
the more potential votes for 
laws that are tough — perhaps 
excessively — on crime. After 
all, jobs depend on it.

But lives depend on some-
thing else: Preventing vio-
lence, not just punishing it. 
Putting people behind bars 
ignores the cost to their fam-
ilies, and to taxpayers. If we 
want to make our cities safer, 
locking up violent offenders 
may not be the key. 

Lenore Skenazy is author 
of the book and blog Free-
Range Kids, and a contribu-
tor at Reason.com.

Release ‘violent’ criminals

By Lenore Skenazy

press conference. “In April we 
will have the announcement 
of specific dates and phases, 
but right now we’re going to 
have a nice, clear ‘this sum-
mer.’ ”

The city has  previously said  
the new service will launch 
in June, but even if that holds 
true, the lines won’t all start 
at that time, officials also re-
vealed. 

The “Rockaway” route 

— between the titular sea-
side Queens neighborhood, 
the Army Terminal in Sun-
set Park, and Manhattan — 
will launch first, followed by 
the “South Brooklyn” line — 
which will hit stops in Bay 
Ridge, the Brooklyn Army 
Terminal, Red Hook, and two 
in Brooklyn Bridge Park — 
according to city Economic 
Development Corporation 
spokesman Anthony Hogrebe. 
An “Astoria” route in Queens 

will be third, he said.
The newly revealed Navy 

Yard stop will join the exist-
ing East River Ferry route 
— which sails between 
Dumbo and Greenpoint — 
and won’t open until 2018. 
The Fort Greene former ship-
yard will also house the new 
ferry system’s “home port,” 
where operator Hornblower 
will dock, refuel, and main-
tain its 20-vessel fleet, De-
Blasio said.

There is also a proposed 
leg between Coney Island, 
Staten Island, and Manhat-
tan, but that doesn’t have the 

go-ahead yet.
A ferry trip will cost the 

same as a ride on the subway 
— even the East River Ferry, 
 which will drop its current 
$4–$6 fare  — but there is still 
no deal with the Metropoli-
tan Transportation Authority 
for free transfers to trains or 
buses, the mayor said. 

“It would be ideal if we 
could do it as a single fare, but 
that’s going to take some real 
work because they’re operat-
ing on different systems and 
there’s real budgetary rami-
fications,” he said. “I can’t 
guarantee it.”

Continued from page 3

FERRY...
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Our Location
Citizens of the World Charter School Williamsburg
424 Leonard Street, 3rd Floor, Brooklyn, NY 11222
We are conveniently located across the street from McCarren Park, 2 blocks from the G train at Nassau, and 10 minutes from the L train at Lorimer.

Contact Us to Learn More
+ Phone: (718) 384-1386

+Email: enroll.wb@cwc-newyork.org
Apply online at www.cwc-williamsburg.org

+ A free progressive education within a diverse school setting;
+ Small class size where all students receive individualized attention;
+ Two certified teachers in every room;
+ Experienced teachers who hail from top private & charter school networks in New York City;

+ Art, Music, Dance, Science and Spanish instruction for all students;
+ Integrated social-emotional learning throughout the school day;
+ After-school program available through NIA Brooklyn until 6:00pm;
+ Pupil transportation provided through the NYC Office of Pupil Transportation.

At Citizens of the World Charter School Williamsburg your child will receive:

Apply online at www.cwc-williamsburg.org

2017 – 2018

(718) 384-1386

APPLY NOW
KINDERGARTEN – 5TH GRADE

OPEN 
HOUSE!
March 22nd

6:00 pm

I
t seems wrong to be the 
kind of mother who pres-
sures her son to socialize 

over studying sometimes. Es-
pecially when he goes to one 
of the hardest schools in the 
country. But the life lesson 
I want to teach early and of-
ten is about balance. If you 
can’t work hard and also fig-
ure how to enjoy yourself, 
you’re screwed. 

Speaking of screwed, a big 
lesson in balance came to me 
my senior year in college, at 
Northwestern. 

A guy who shall remain 
nameless asked me out my 
senior year. It was strange. 
We’d always been pals, and I 
never guessed at anything ro-
mantic, but one night, at some 
gambling party, he looked at 
me over the blackjack table 
he was dealing with a sexy 
stare and said boldly, “Do you 

want to go out with me Sat-
urday night?” 

I had to do a double-take 
to think of him that way. But 
when I did, he was pretty cute, 
and the way he was looking at 
me was definitely enticing. 

So I went that Saturday 
night. I was not the kind of 
girl who got asked out on dates. 
I was the kind that got whisked 
out of the bar at 2 am on the 
handlebars of bikes to make out 
in gardens. (Okay, that exact 
scenario only happened once, 
but you get my point.)  

It was fun, though, to be on 
a date, at a restaurant, like a 
normal. It was Thai food, and 
we had a great time. We talked 
comfortably, and our hands 
found each other across the 
table by the end of the meal. 
He walked me home, taking 
me in his arms and kissing me 
at the bottom of the steps of 

my house with such passion 
that when it was over I was 
completely breathless. 

“I’ve wanted to do that for 
a long time,” he said. 

That was clear. 
I’m no dummy. I invited 

him up and the rest of the 
evening, well, let’s just say 
it was one for the newspa-
pers. Excitedly, I invited him 
to a date party the next week. 
We didn’t speak in between, 
which didn’t seem like a big 
deal given our great night. I 
was not prepared when he 

showed up with roses but, 
seemingly, without the self 
he had made so available to 
me the week before. 

He wasn’t with me, not from 
the beginning and certainly 
not at the end when he pulled 
up in front of my ramshackle 
house and sat staring straight 
ahead, hands at exact 10 and 2 
position on the wheel. 

When I asked him to come 
up, I could see the heat rise to 
his cheeks even in the dark. 
He turned then and lashed out 
like I’d struck him. 

“All I want to do is get 
into graduate school!” he 
screamed. 

I recoiled. 
Ummmm … I could hardly 

see where our coupling for 
the evening would prevent 
him from completing grad-
uate school applications in the 
days to come, but somehow, 
actually, I did understand. He 
was on a mission. He was not 
to be distracted. 

I was a potential distrac-
tion. I knew it from the way 
my classmates tsk tsked me for 
going out too many nights dur-
ing the week and not staying 
home to study enough. I was, 
as a friend once called me, a 
“time suck,” someone with-
out a plan, who just wanted 
to float through and learn and 
talk and party and enjoy. I 
was seductive that way, and 
therefore someone to avoid. 

I actively wanted to get side-
tracked from the hard work, 
ask my friend with the gold 
T-tops who drove me around 
Evanston one afternoon to see 
if we could find a barbecue. 
I desperately wanted to find 
a party. I probably had a pa-
per due.

See, I’m a Libra. I have al-
ways sought balance, some 
pleasure to keep the pendu-
lum from swinging too far 
over into serious, and that — 
for better or for worse — is 
what I show my kids. 

There are serious things in 
life, things you can’t avoid, 
like death and taxes. But then 
there’s laughing and playing 
and, of course, sex, and those 
things should be a pretty big 
priority if, in fact, you want 
to enjoy your life. 

At least, in my opinion. 

There needs to be time for work … and play
Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Talk about a lasting sa-
lute! 

Fans of naval legend Com-
modore John Barry hailed 
their hero at his titular Fort 
Greene Park on March 4 — 
celebrating what would’ve 
been his 272nd birthday in 
an annual ritual they’ve been 
performing rain, hail, or shine 
for the past 20 years.

“We’ve done it in beauti-
ful and terrible conditions,” 
said Bensonhurster John 
Houlighan, vice president 
of the Commodore Barry 
Club of Brooklyn. “He was 
a hometown hero and also a 
big American hero.” 

Every year, the Bay Ridge-
based Irish-American club 
gathers at Commodore Barry 
Park near the Brooklyn Navy 
Yard to lay a wreath for the 
man himself — an Irish im-

migrant who became the first 
commissioned officer of the 
U.S. Navy following his he-
roic exploits during the Rev-
olutionary War, and is now 
known to many as the “Father 
of the American Navy.”

This year’s birthday bash 
had to make do without bag-
pipes, as the pipers were all 
booked out for St. Patrick’s 
Day celebrations. 

But attendees still enjoyed 
a tin-whistle performance, lo-
cal high-schoolers reciting es-
says about the man himself, 
and Houlighan’s renditions 
of both the Irish and Amer-
ican national anthems.

The club’s veep hails 
from Dublin, and singing 
the Gaelic lyrics gives him 
a chance to practice his na-
tive tongue. 

“I never lost the language 
since school, I keep brush-
ing up on it,” he said.

Locals salute 
naval legend
It is Cmdre. Barry’s b-day!

The Commodore Barry Club honors Irish-Amer-
ican naval hero Commodore John Barry at his 
namesake park in Fort Greene on March 4. Teen 
scholars Luke Proscia, Gavin Cogan, and Kristin 
Gnoza recited their award-winning essays on the 
local legend.
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By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Someone called in a bomb 
threat to Clara Barton High 
School in Crown Heights last 
Friday — the third borough 
high-school bomb scare in 
one week, and now police are 
investigating a possible con-
nection between the explo-
sive but empty threats.

Administrators at the 
Classon Avenue school re-
ceived the call at 11:43 am, 
prompting an evacuation 
and a subsequent search 
by police that failed to turn 
up any explosives or other 
dangerous devices, accord-
ing to cops.

Faculty at Midwood High 
School  fielded  a similar bomb 
threat on Feb. 28,  as did  Park 
Slope’s John Jay Educational 
Campus on March 2. 

In both incidents, police 
scoured the schools but also 
turned up empty-handed, and 
students were herded back 
into class in less than two 

hours following their evac-
uations. 

Cops are looking into 
whether there’s a connection 
between the three threats, ac-
cording to a Police Depart-
ment spokesman — although 
there is nothing specifically 
linking them right now.

Naturally, officers are 
also exploring the possi-
bility that some of the calls 
were the work of less fastid-
ious students trying to avoid 
exams, according to police 
sources.

“Because every time we 
vacate there is nothing hap-
pening, it seems like some-
body called because they 
don’t want to take the test,” 
a source said.

City high-school students 
were not undertaking any 
state or city testing — such 
as mid-terms or the Regents 
exam — last week, according 
to Nigel Franklin, assistant 
principal at Millennium High 
School, which is one of sev-

School shock
Schools rocked by three 
bomb threats in one week

eral schools at John Jay.
Despite the police’s inves-

tigations into a possible link, 
the Department of Education 

considers the threats com-
pletely unrelated, according 
to agency spokeswoman Toya 
Holness.

Midwood High School was the first Brooklyn school-
house that had to evacuate after receiving a bomb 
threat last week — followed by the John Jay Educa-
tional Campus in Park Slope and Clara Barton High 
School in Crown Heights.
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