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INSIDE: WHO KEEPS MOVING THE PLANTERS ON JAY STREET? P.3

Your World  — Your News

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Well, they’re certainly not 
thinking small!

Luxury developers revealed this 
week a plan to construct towers of 
74 and 38 stories on the eastern edge 
of very low-rise Boerum Hill — a 
proposal of unprecedented density 
that neighbors will likely fight.

“It’s a massive project,” said 
Howard Kolins, president of the 
Boerum Hill Association. “Vir-
tually nothing (in the proposal) is 
a benefit for people living there. 
You have to brace yourself for a 
large high-rise that you’d rather 
not be there.”

Alloy Development — which 
bought up the existing buildings 
on the block bounded by Third Av-
enue, Flatbush Avenue Extension, 
and State Street, but  was cagey on 
the details last year — disagreed, cit-
ing 200 units of below-market-rate 
housing in the 900-unit mixed-use 
complex, which will also feature 
retail and two new schools — one 
a 350-student elementary facility 
and another a new building for the 
Khalil Gibran International Acad-
emy, which will be able to expand 
from 160 to 350 students.

The plan would allow the Gi-
bran Academy to move from its 
current, dilapidated space inside a 
19th-century former Civil War in-
firmary, which would then be pre-
served as a cultural space, though 
Alloy did not reveal details.

UNPRECEDENTED
Developer seeks super tall tower for Boerum Hill block

“Communities suffer when their 
growth isn’t supported by the nec-
essary infrastructure, which is why 
providing two new schools, keep-
ing people working in Brooklyn, 
expanding access to arts and cul-
ture, and building affordable hous-
ing are foundational to our vision 
for the project,” said Jared Della 
Valle, CEO of Alloy Development. 
“We look forward to a thoughtful, 
open dialogue that will make this 
project better.”

Well, he’ll certainly get a dia-
logue, thoughtful or otherwise. Af-
ter all, Alloy’s proposal is huge — 
a whopping 50 percent bigger than 
current zoning allows. Overall, the 
project calls for a floor area ratio 

— which is a measure of a proj-
ect’s size relative to the lot size — 
of 18, even though the current city 
cap is 12. 

Last year, a developer tried to 
rezone a Downtown lot to the same 
18 floor area ratio, but that bid was 
shot down, as members of the Coun-
cil did not want to set a precedent 
that would open the door to mas-
sive development. That company, 
Savanna, eventually downsized the 
plan and  got its rezoning .

But Alloy’s effort to break the 
ultimate glass ceiling might suc-
ceed, said the local pol whose voice 
will carry weight among the full 
Council, which typically defers to 
the member who represents the af-

fected neighborhood.
“It’s a little bit different than a 

regular private development go-
ing for 18 FAR in that it’s got two 
schools,” said Councilman Steve 
Levin (D–Boerum Hill). “There’s 
a significant public benefit asso-
ciated with it that isn’t associated 
with every private development 
project.” 

That said, Levin said he won’t 
make up his mind on the project 
until he talks to residents near the 
proposed development. He has al-
ready raised concerns about the lo-
cation of a proposed loading dock 
on quiet State Street, where trucks 
would be unwelcome.

“How many Amazon Prime de-
liveries are going to be queuing up?” 
Levin asked. “It’s not really fair to 
State Street to have the entire vehic-
ular traffic of the block on it.”

The high-rises would tower 
over the nearby brownstones in 
Boerum Hill, but will fit in with 
other developments along Flat-
bush, including Two Trees Man-
agement’s 32-story 300 Ashland, 
 formerly known as BAM South ; 
Jonathan Rose Companies’ under-
construction  12-story property at 
Ashland Place  and Lafayette Ave-
nue; and the Gotham Organization’s 
 soon-to-open  53-story apartment 
building and food hall at Fulton 
Street and Ashland Place.

The rezoning approval process 
for the Alloy project would begin 
in the fall, if all goes to plan. 

An aerial view of the new 80 Flatbush towers, which will be 
blocks from the tallest skyscraper in the borough.
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Proposed 
towers

Planned high-
rise behind Dime 

Savings Bank

Williamsburgh 
Savings Bank

The 74-story 80 Flatbush tower Alloy is proposing will be among the tallest in the bor-
ough and dominate Flatbush Avenue Extension.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

They can dance if they want to!
Two hard-partying Brooklyn council-

men are backing a bill that will free bars 
and restaurants to let patrons get their 
groove on without the threat of being 
targeted by the city’s dance police.

Councilmen Rafael Espinal (D–
Bushwick) and Antonio Reynoso (D–
Bushwick) say they are tired of an an-
tiquated city law that bans dancing in 
bistros and dives without a hard-to-get 
cabaret license — while revealing that 
they are the ones cutting a rug.

“I’ve probably danced illegally more 
than anyone in this room, it’s what I do,” 
said Reynoso at a standing-room-only 

meeting on the law last Thursday at the 
Market Hotel in Bushwick. “It’s what I 
have a passion for, so you’ll catch me 
dancing illegally in other places until we 
get this law gone from the book.”

Espinal added that he enjoys get-
ting down too, telling the crowd that he 
went on an OkCupid date eight years 
ago during which he danced all night 
at the same hotel while drinking a 40 
oz. of malt liquor he bought at the bo-
dega downstairs.

That isn’t allowed thanks to the con-
troversial Prohibition-era cabaret law, 
 which some say was put in place to target 
black jazz clubs , that sics cops on ven-
ues that allow people to boogie without 
a license. It  was revved up back in the 

1990s when then-Mayor Rudy Giuliani 
used the law to put nightclubs out of 
business , and the pols say it has since 
wreaked havoc in Brooklyn, where in-
spectors frequently cite people for not 
obeying the law with fines up to $3,000 
for the first offense.

Activists claim Brooklynites are 
going to get down no matter what, 
and the law is forcing them into un-
safe spaces — like the  Oakland, Ca-
lif., warehouse that burnt down with 
dozens of revelers inside  — so they 
can move freely.

Espinal said repealing the law is one 
of his top priorities right now, and he 
is trying to drum up support for the is-
sue amongst his fellow Council mem-

bers in the coming weeks. 
But he thinks some pols might not 

get on board because they fear scrap-
ping the law will impede safety and 
serenity in the neighborhoods where 
people are dancing. 

“I think there’s a lot of hesitation be-
cause they believe the law is in place to 
protect public safety and improve quality 
of life in communities,” he said.

Espinal added he is in the process 
of crafting legislation that will repeal 
the law. 

The move comes less than a week 
after  members of the activist group the 
Dance Liberation Network  went live 
with its  petition to repeal the law , which 
now has nearly 3,000 signatures.

Think I better dance, now!
Two Bushwick councilmen ready to fi ght for your right to party

Right now it is illegal to dance in a bar or restaurant that doesn’t have 
a so-called cabaret license, but two Bushwick councilmen want to 
change that.

A
ss

o
ci

at
ed

 P
re

ss
 /

 R
in

g
o 

C
hi

u

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Clock it in!
A penthouse apartment in 

Dumbo made infamous when a 
certain Brooklyn Paper editor 
filmed a “real-estate porn” there 
nearly seven years ago has finally 
been sold for a record price — but 
one that fell $10 million short of 
the original ask.

It will never be known if Gersh 
Kuntzman’s viral video inside the 
three-story apartment atop 1 Main 
St. had anything to do with the 
amount of time it took to sell — 
or caused its price to drop from 
 $25 million  — but it didn’t stop a 
Colombian-born art gallery owner 
from Manhattan from snatching 
it up for the most anyone has ever 
paid for a condo in the County of 
Kings —  $15 million .

The massive 16th-floor apart-
ment, which features four work-
ing clocks on the windows and a 
glass elevator, originally hit the 
market in 2010, but was re-listed 
at $18 million in 2013 when a new 
realtor took it on.

The fancy digs had been in con-
tract since June as the new owner 

worked with developer Two Trees 
to modify the apartment to his 
liking,  according to a New York 
Times report .

But the story behind the video is 
just as interesting as the sale.

Kuntzman posted the video for 
a short time one day in 2010 be-
fore thinking better of it and re-
moving it from The Brooklyn Pa-
per’s website.

But he didn’t get it down be-
fore an enterprising young reporter 
from Gothamist with a nose for 
news — Ben Muessig —  spotted it, 
grabbed a screen shot, and linked 
to a YouTube version of the video, 
revealing it to the world .

The publicity landed Kuntzman 
in some hot water when manage-
ment at The Paper — then owned 
by Rupert Murdoch’s News Corp. 
— took the editor to task for his 
decisions about the story — de-
cisions Kuntzman later said he 
sorely regretted.

“The first mistake I made 
was putting it up,” he said re-
cently. “The second was taking 
it down.”

Kuntzman left The Brooklyn 
Paper in 2012 and now works 

Clock it to me
Dumbo’s infamous clock tower 
apartment sells for record $15M

as a “columnist” for the Daily 
News — and is also co-host of 
the Brooklyn Paper Radio pod-
cast, on which he will certainly 
talk about this story.

It is unclear what became of 
Ben Muessig.

The $15 million sale beats 

the record set by a condo in-
side Brooklyn Bridge Park’s 
Pierhouse development, which 
sold for $10.67 million earlier 
this month, according to the New 
York Post. That sale topped the 
$8.1 million paid for a condo at 
One John St., also in Dumbo.

The clocktower building on Main Street is a Dumbo land-
mark. But the apartment behind the clock makes news.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

They promised the moon! 
The much-hyped new food hall 

at Downtown’s City Point mall 
will not be open until at least late 
April — not on “the third new 
moon of 2017” as a huge sign out-
side the building is currently ad-
vertising, according to flack for 
the project.

The hall’s marketing team came 
up with the idea as a way to avoid 
committing to a specific date, he 
said — even though the third new 
moon  was quite specifically on 
March 27 . 

“The sign is not meant to sig-
nify a specific date,” said spokes-
man Drew Kilman. “The idea was 
that we don’t want to be too spe-
cific in our opening date, and they 
took it to the next level.” 

Kilman refused to acknowledge 
that the sign is a flat-out lie, dis-
missing the advertisement as a 
lighthearted vagueness. 

“We see it as a playful way to 
not specifically name an opening 
date,” he said.

Anticipation is high for the sub-
terranean Fulton Mall food court, 
 dubbed DeKalb Market Hall . It 
is slated to house dozens of ven-

This is sheer lunar-cy
New food court won’t open on ‘third new moon’ 

dors including the first ever out-
post of Manhattan’s  famous Katz’s 
Deli , Fletcher’s Barbecue, the 
Arepa Lady, and Cuzin’s Duzin 
doughnut shop — a staple of the 
old Albee Square Mall,  which was 

razed in 2007  to make way for 
the new mall.

The food court was originally 
scheduled to open in November 
last year, but was pushed back to 
this spring. 

The City Point food hall will open in late April or early May, 
not during the third new moon, as this sign suggests.
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ALZHEIMER’S AFFECTS 
THE WHOLE FAMILY.
CARE FOR YOURSELF TOO.

Family Resource
Program is a 
caregiver support 
service at 
New York Memory 
Center. We’re here 
to help family 
members caring 
for a loved one 
with memory loss.

COMING UP! REGISTRATION REQUIRED
Memory Arts Café - Saturday, 4/8 at 11 am at Mast Brothers Chocolate 

Family Caregiver Education - Wednesdays at 10 am - 4/12, 4/19, 4/26

at SUNY Downstate Center of Excellence for Alzheimer’s Disease (CEAD) 

Tai Chi - Monday, 4/10 at 6 pm at New York Memory Center 

Nutrition - Monday, 4/17 at SUNY  Downstate Center of Excellence

for Alzheimer’s Disease (CEAD) 

Yoga - Wednesday, 4/12 and 4/26 at 6 pm at New York Memory Center

For more information, visit nymemorycenter.org or call 718-499-7701 | Se habla Español | Nou pale Kreyòl

    with benefi ts, entitlements, and more)

    Nutrition, and Tai Chi

    as Memory Arts Cafes
More dates will be added. Call or check our website for updates!

  WE OFFER:

This program is funded by a grant from the New York State Department of Health.

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

It’s the Jay Street Shuf-
fle!

Someone — or someones 
— has been moving car-
blocking planters the city 
has placed on Jay Street to 
fend off scofflaw parkers as 
if they were chess pieces, re-
organizing them almost ev-
ery day to make sure he or 
she can leave his or her car 
on the busy block.

The heavy planters,  which 
were installed last month , 
have been moved by mus-
cle-bound drivers to a num-
ber of different places along 
the street, including inside 
the bus lane, inside the bike 
lane, and, most perplexingly, 
within a legal parking space 
— where they were found 
Monday morning.

This week alone, the plant-
ers,  which take the strength of 

Planters’ punch
Jay Street pots keep getting moved

at least two men to move  — 
were found in two different 
places on Monday and Tues-
day, only to be put back where 
they belong — inside a pe-
destrian safety zone between 
the bike lane and bus lane — 
by Tuesday night.

It is unclear where the 
planters will be at the time 
you are reading this story.

A Department of Trans-
portation spokeswoman told 
this paper last week that no 
matter how often the plant-
ers are illegally moved, they 
will be relocated to the proper 
place as soon as possible.

For updates on where the 
planters are, check Brook-
lynPaper.com as often as 
you can.

They were back in their correct spot on Tuesday.
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Someone moved the Jay Street planters to a 
parking space on Monday.
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By Moses Jefferson
Brooklyn Paper

Close Rikers — and 
build smaller jails all over 
the place!

Yes, that’s Mayor DeBla-
sio’s proposal — and it is sup-
ported by Park Slope Council-
man Brad Lander, who shared 
his controversial thoughts on 
Brooklyn Paper Radio on 
Tuesday.

“The first step (to clos-
ing Rikers Island) is crim-
inal justice reform,” Lander 
said, literally toting a copy of 
the Council-commissioned re-
port, “ A More Just New York 
City: Independent Commis-
sion on New York City Crim-
inal Justice and Incarceration 
Reform ,” which advocates 
first halving the population 
of people awaiting trial or 
serving short sentences from 
roughly 10,000 people, then 
closing Rikers and moving its 
occupants to smaller, modern 
jails all over town.

Lander said Rikers has 
inherent problems, but bull-
dog Brooklyn Paper Radio 
co-host Gersh Kuntzman,  
a Daily News columnist by 
day , asked Lander why Rik-
ers can’t just be fixed.

“Rikers has become a place 
that can’t be redeemed,” he 
said. “It’s so inconvenient that 
prisoners get no visitors, which 
may sound minor, but that cre-
ates an ‘out-of-sight-out-of-
mind’ situation that increases 
violence. People are serving 
very short sentences, which 
don’t really make the com-
munity safer. There are other 
ways to punish people.”

Kuntzman’s co-host, 
Brooklyn Paper Editor 
Vince DiMiceli, hated that 
answer.

“It’s a leadership issue,” he 
said. “A good leader could fix 
the problem.” 

But the Park Slope Dem 
disagreed.

“The facilities themselves 
are not designed in the way 
that modern jails are de-
signed,” he said. “I suppose 
you could build modern, safer 

JAIL BREAK!
Councilman Brad Lander 
makes pitch to close Rikers

facilities on Rikers, but you’ll 
still have the visitors issue. 
And visitors are good for in-
mates to get hope, but also 
have more eyes at the jail, 
which creates a culture of 
accountability.”

Then Kuntzman played the 
community card.

“How are you going to 
build new jails in communi-
ties across the city?” the once-
legendary editor asked. “The 
city can’t even build a soft-
ice cream stand without con-
stant complaints from neigh-
borhoods. No one wants jail 
visitors in their neighbor-
hoods.”

“There are ways to make fa-
cilities better from a commu-
nity point of view, with ground 
floor retail, for example, so the 
community gets something of 
what it wants,” Lander said. 
“People do have an irrational 
reaction (to new facilities). We 
see it with homeless shelters, 
which are not actually a det-
riment to a community. We 
have a new one in my district 
and it’s good. We even have 
community meetings there. 
But, yes, there will be NIMBY 
(Not In My Back Yard) op-
position.”

Lander also came under 
fire — from Kuntzman — 
for his continuing support for 
“participatory budget plan-

ning,” which allows members 
of the community to choose 
where some Council money 
is spent.

“I elected you to make 
those choices, Lander,” 
Kuntzman said. “And if you 
don’t make good choices, I’ll 
vote you out.”

Lander said participatory 
budgeting — which 31 coun-
cil members now use — is 
good for democracy.

“People get together and 
brainstorm,” he said. “Yeah, 
maybe I could say, ‘I’ll allo-
cate the money,’ but the dif-
ference is that people come 
out and work together to solve 
problems. We need to remem-
ber that democracy is about 
neighbors coming together 
across lines of difference 
and making things better. 
Democracy is not a specta-
tor sport — and what is hap-
pening in Washington shows 
what happens when we treat 
it like that.”

Also joining the boys in 
studio was Ian Lockwood, 
whose new monthly comedy 
show, “Rude,” made its debut 
on Tuesday night at Williams-
burg’s South 4th. Lockwood 
broke the biggest story: The 
show has no cover and fea-
tures a regular segment where 
audience members are plied 
with free booze and then in-
vited to play the game “Tele-
phone.” Lander, Kuntzman, 
DiMiceli and Lockwood tried 
it out, albeit sober, and the 
phrase “Independent Com-
mission on New York City 
Criminal Justice and Incar-
ceration Reform” ended up as 
“Come to my house, take off 
your clothes, and participate 
in my budget process.”

All told, it was yet an-
other instant classic edition 
of Brooklyn Paper Radio!

Brooklyn Paper radio is 
recorded and podcast live 
every Tuesday — at the 
convenience of its hosts and 
guests — from our studio in 
America’s Downtown and 
can be found, as always, on 
BrooklynPaper.com,  iTunes , 
 Mixlr , and  Stitcher .

Councilman Brad Lander 
wants you to decide how 
to spend tax dollars.

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Just in the nick of slime. 
The federal Environmen-

tal Protection Agency says it 
has rustled up the money to 
keep the cleanup of the sludgy 
Gowanus Canal running full 
steam ahead —  just days af-
ter project honchos told lo-
cals that they were about to 
run out of cash .

“Work on the Gowanus is 
expected to continue using 
funding that the EPA already 
has,” said agency spokes-
woman Mary Mears.

Project manager Christos 
Tsiamis on March 28 told the 
project’s community advisory 
committee that he’d need to cut 
his team and the cleanup would 
slow down significantly if the 
Feds didn’t cough up more cash 

by mid April, but claimed his 
requests for more moolah had 
fallen on deaf ears. 

“The silence has been deaf-
ening,” he told the group.

Two days later, the agency 
announced that it has found the 
cash to keep detoxing the no-
toriously filthy waterway un-
til the project’s lawyers reach 
a settlement with the water-
way’s polluters to cover the 
costs sometime in the next 
6–12 months, according to 
Mears — by using money 
the local region already has 
in its coffers.

Mears refused to say how 
much that is, but Tsiamis had 

Cash splash
EPA: We found the money 
for Gowanus cleanup

told residents he’d asked for 
$400,000–$500,000.

The agency had been 
working on getting the fund-
ing before Tuesday night’s 
meeting, but just hadn’t fi-
nalized everything yet, Mears 
claimed.

Questions over the clean-
up’s future under the Trump 
Administration have been 

making  headlines  all year. 
The Donald  wants to gut $330 
million  from the Superfund 
program, and state Attorney 
General Eric Schneiderman 
and other local pols last week 
 warned the cuts would reduce 
oversight and ultimately hold 
up the scrub .

But others dismissed 
that as fearmongering, ar-

guing the whole thing will 
ultimately be paid for by the 
polluters and the project is al-
ready well underway. 

Workers began prepar-
ing the canal for dredging 
last year and are set to start 
scooping up sludge later this 
year, but the entire cleanup 
won’t be completed until at 
least 2022.

Workers started cleaning up the Gowanus Canal last year.
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Cleaning the
Gowanus
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Architectural style made easy. 

1889 McDonald Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11223

7:30 am - 5:00 pm

7:30 am - 7:00 pm

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill– 
Downtown

Some sneak lifted a back-
pack containing 50 pens and 
markers and a concealed carry 
license from a Monroe Place 
church on March 27. 

The victim told police he 
put his knapsack with its six 
credit and debit cards, Sam-
sung tablet, folder with taxes, 
14 key rings, writing utensils, 
and the gun license on a coat 
rack inside the house of wor-
ship near Pierrepont Street at 

6 pm and returned to discover 
a snake had taken it.

c-A-ught
Cops cuffed a guy who was 

allegedly feeling up straphang-
ers on a Manhattan-bound A 
train at the Hoyt-Schermer-
horn station on March 27 to 
see if they had anything he 
could steal.

The suspect was enter-
ing and exiting the crowded 
blue bullet multiple times 
and touching passengers’ 
pants pockets and bags in 
an attempt to take property 
around 8:45 am before po-

Sneak swipes worshiper’s backpack from church service
lice arrested him, according 
to a report.

Icy 
A brute hit a guy and his 

vehicle with a car ice scraper 
on Warren Street on March 
31.

The bruiser smashed his 
victim in the face with the 
ice removal tool near Nev-
ins Street around 1:20 pm and 
then wreaked havoc on his 
nearby car, authorities said. 
The scraper damaged the car 
in excess of $250, said a re-
port. 

Cut 
Some slasher cut a guy’s 

face with a knife on Schermer-
horn Street on March 30.

The guy got into a dis-
pute with four punks by Bond 
Street at 3:20 pm and one lout 
pulled out the knife and ran it 
across his face, cops said. 

The victim was taken to 
Methodist Hospital, where he 
was treated for the laceration, 
but refused to give any infor-
mation about his attackers, 
according to a report. 

Punch happy
Police arrested a guy who 

they say stole $20 worth of 
food from a Gold Street 
shop on March 31 and then 
punched workers who tried 
to stop him.

The suspect attempted to 
steal sweets from the store 
between Tillary and Concord 
streets around 7:15 pm, but 

when he was detained, retal-
iated by punching the shop’s 
owner and clerk, authorities 
said

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Wasted
Police caught a green-

thumb who allegedly stole 
a woman’s composting bin 
from President Street on 
March 21. 

The victim left her brown 
can out near Eighth Avenue 
around 10 pm for pickup and 
when she went to go bring it 
inside the next day around 
8 pm, she discovered it was 
gone.

Roof jumper 
Cops cuffed a guy who they 

say trespassed in a Prospect 
Place building by jumping 
roofs to get onto the prop-
erty on March 22.

The suspect hopped onto 
the roof of the building near 
Carlton Avenue around 4 pm 
and entered the residence 
through an unlocked roof door 
before police arrested him, 
according to a report. 

Park plunder
Officers nabbed a man 

who broke into a car as it was 
parked on Flatbush Avenue 
and allegedly stole its owner’s 
paperwork on March 20. 

The man broke the car’s 
passenger-side window while 
it was in Prospect Park be-
tween 2:30 pm and 6:30 pm, 
authorities said. 

Friend faux pas 
Authorities arrested a 

woman who they say re-
fused to give her friend’s 
phone back after she left it 
at her Sterling Place apart-
ment on March 19.

The victim told police 
she was visiting her friend 
near Sixth Avenue and left 
her phone there by accident 
around 5:30 am. She asked 
for it back several times, but 
the frenemy told her she was 
not going to give it back, ac-
cording to a report. 

Wallet woes
Cops slapped cuffs on a guy 

who broke into a 13th Street 
apartment and stole a wom-
an’s wallet on March 22.

The suspect plowed through 
the locked front door of the 

residence between Third and 
Fourth avenues while its ten-
ant was out for the day and 
lifted the wallet, which con-
tained her credit cards. Later, 
police found the suspect in 
possession of the same wal-
let, authorities said.

— Lauren Gill

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Random attack
Three bruisers punched a 

guy in the face on Baltic Street 
on March 30, police said.

The 41-year-old victim told 
police the three unknown curs 
came up to him between Bond 
and Hoyt streets at 3:10 pm and 
started punching him repeat-

edly, causing a swollen fore-
head. But he refused medical 
attention, officials said. 

It was lit
Cops cuffed a guy for hav-

ing marijuana on him and then 
trying to hide the evidence on 
the corner of Nevins and But-
ler streets on April 1.

Police saw the 25-year-old 
suspect in possession of lit pot 
at a little before 8 pm, and then 
he crushed it under his foot, 
according to authorities. 

Sick bandit
Officers nabbed a guy 

for swiping cold medicine 
from a Smith Street store on 
April 3.

The suspect tried to leave 
the store between Warren and 
Baltic streets at about 9:55 
am with multiple bottles 
worth of cold medicine, of-
ficials said. 

Hubcap bandit
Police arrested a guy who 

they say stole four hubcaps off 
a parked car on Baltic Street 
on April 2.

A witness spotted the sus-
pect grab the plastic caps off 
the silver 2005 Toyota Co-
rolla parked between Smith 
and Hoyt streets at about 5:10 
pm, according to authorities. 
The 55-year-old suspect also 
had an active warrant, police 
said.

In a split second
A jerk swiped a guy’s wal-

let he had left on a counter in 
a store near Lorraine Street 
on April 3, police said.

The guy told police he went 
to buy something in the store 
near Columbia Street some-
time between 6:45 am and 8:15 
am and walked out without 
his wallet, but when he went 
back inside, it was gone, of-
ficials said. 

The sneak fled with his 
wallet containing two credit 
cards and a driver’s license, 
according to authorities. 

Missing money
A malefactor swiped a wad 

of cash from a Court Street spa 
on April 1, police said.

The baddie took off with 
$398 from a drawer inside the 
store between Degraw and 
Douglass streets at about 6 
pm, police said. 

Caught 
Cops cuffed a 17-year-

old man for having a loaded 
gun and narcotics on him near 
Baltic and Nevins  streets on 
April 1. 

The teen had a loaded 
357-Magnum revolver on him 
at about 8:45 pm, along with 
narcotics, prescription med-
icine, and counterfeit bills, 
police said. 

And the suspect had sto-
len the gun, according to au-
thorities. 

Stolen identity 
Police arrested one of sev-

eral guys who were deposit-
ing stolen checks at a Court 
Street bank on March 31. 

The 22-year-old suspect, 
along with two sneaks who 
got away, cashed in 14 payroll 
checks for a total of $4,126 
in the financial institution 
between Union and Sackett 
streets at about 8:15 pm, ac-
cording to authorities. Po-
lice charged the suspect with 

grand larceny, identity theft, 
and forgery, officials said. 

— Julianne Cuba

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Bad night 
Four ruffians robbed a man 

at gunpoint in his home on 
96th Street on April 2 — and 
got away in his luxury car. 

The victim told police that 
he was hanging out with two 
women in his apartment be-
tween Third and Fourth av-
enues at 2 am when one left 
for a smoke. When the woman 
came back she brought two 
more goons with her who be-
gan punching the victim in the 
face and chest, police said. 

Then the baddies pulled out 
black handguns and held one 
to the victim’s head, stating 
“Don’t f------ look at me,” ac-
cording to a police report. 

The other brute demanded 
cash and his car keys, but 
when the man refused, they 
forced him to lay down on the 
floor while they ransacked his 
apartment, making off with 
his Lexus car key, $1,450, the 
man’s passport, and a fan, ac-
cording to a police report. 

The men fled in the vic-
tim’s white Lexus, police 
said.

Big haul 
A baddie busted into a 

subway construction site at 
62nd Street and Fort Hamil-
ton Parkway on April 3 and 
swiped welding gear. 

A construction worker told 
police that the man hauled 
the heavy equipment away 
at roughly 2:30 pm. 

Police are unsure how the 
man gained entry to the con-
struction site, but a worker 
noted that a vehicle gate was 
left open that night, officials 
said. 

Out of time 
Two goons robbed a man 

at knifepoint on 67th Street 
on April 3, after asking him 
for the time. 

The man told police that he 
was walking home between 
13th and 14th avenues at 8:30 
pm when the duo asked him 
for the time. As the man pulled 
out his phone, the men went 
to grab it but he pulled away, 
police said. 

One of the ruffians whipped 
out a knife and demanded the 
phone, but the man refused to 
give it up and the goons in-
stead swiped his keys before 
fleeing toward 14th Avenue, 
authorities said. 

Busted
Police arrested a pair of 

burglars trying to break 
into a 14th Avenue bodega 
on April 4. 

Officers responded to a ra-
dio call of two men trying to 
bust the deli’s gate and win-
dow between 67th and 68th 
streets at 3:30 am, officials 
said.

One man tried to break into 
the storefront while the other 
worked as a lookout, but the 
police caught the man inside 
the store and arrested the pair, 
authorities said. 

— Caroline Spivack

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter
By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Call it a nursery crime!
Police are hunting for a 

literal cradle snatcher who 
stole a luxury stroller and 
fancy baby accessories from 
in front of a Fort Greene 
brownstone on March 30.

The scoundrel lifted the 
high-end Uppababy Vista 
carriage containing an 

Enfant-brand blanket and 
warmer — a combined 
value of $1,030 — from 
the stoop between Carl-
ton and Willoughby ave-
nues at 12:30 pm, accord-
ing to a report. 

Security footage shows 
a rogue in blue jeans and a 
black hoodie jumping out 
of his gray four-door sedan 
to check out the goods, then 

return later with his hood 
up to swipe it. 

Cops say their suspect is 
around 25 years old, 5-foot-
10, and 170 pounds.

Police ask anyone with 
information about this 
crime to call (800) 577–
8477, submit tips at www.
nypdcrimestoppers.com, 
or text 274637 followed 
by TIP577. All calls are 
strictly confidential.

High-end baby stroller stolen

NERDS LOVE

ONLINE AT
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Brooklyn Paper’s essential guide to the Borough of Kings April 7–13, 2017(718) 260–2500

By Caroline Spivack
Brooklyn Paper

T
he Cyclone is now a 90s kid!

Brooklyn’s beloved wooden roller 
coaster will celebrate 90 years in opera-

tion this weekend, and its birthday party on 
April 9 at 10 am will also kick off the Coney 
Island season. One of the iconic coaster’s 
biggest fans is thrilled with the landmark 
anniversary — but said he is looking for-
ward to a bigger party down the road.

“A 90th anniversary is great! It’s hard to 
believe that we own one of the oldest roller 
coasters in the world,” said Erik Knapp, 
known as “Mr. Cyclone” because of his 
dedication to the ride. “I personally can’t 
wait until we hit 100 — then I’m going to 
get my tattoo of the Cyclone redone with 

100 on it! But 90 years is not bad, not bad 
at all.”

The Cyclone celebration will start at 
10 am, with a morning extravaganza of 
games and giveaways, including free sam-
ples of Brooklyn Seltzer Boys classic egg 
creams — although we suggest you wait 
until after taking a spin on the Cyclone! 
The first 100 people in line will get a free 
ride when the historic coaster sets off at 
noon. But you need to get up pretty early 
to beat Knapp to the front of that line — 
the Cyclone booster from Benshonhurst 
routinely takes the first spot.

Coney’s other iconic ride — Deno’s Won-
der Wheel — will have its own party that 
morning. Join brothers Dennis and Steve 
Vourderis — who own the wondrous wheel 
— for the 32nd annual “Blessing of the 

Rides” at 11 am. With the ceremony com-
plete, the Vourderis brothers will officially 
open Deno’s Wonder Wheel Amusement 
Park, and the first 97 revelers can score a 
free ride on the Wheel, in honor of its 97 
years of spinning glory.

Once you have returned to the ground, 
head to the Coney Island History Project 
on W. 12th Street, just outside the entrance 
to Deno’s Wonder Wheel, for a look at his-
toric artifacts, photos, and films chroni-
cling the colorful past of the People’s Play-
ground. Among the treasures on display 
are an original Steeplechase horse from 
the legendary ride that gave Steeplechase 
Park its name, “Skully,” the freaky skull 
figure from Coney’s classic Spook-A-Rama 
ride, and an 1823 wooden toll house sign 
that proclaimed a whopping five cent fee 

for a horse and rider. The History Project 
will open its doors at 1 pm, and admission 
will not even cost you a nickel.

Then get a bite of history! Stroll to the 
corner of W. 10th Street and Surf Ave-
nue, where the original Coney Island hot 
dog is making a comeback! After a 63-
year absence, Feltman’s of Coney Island 
returns to the spot where Charles Feltman 
invented the hot dog in 1867 — and where 
a bun slicer named Nathan Handwerker 
worked before opening Nathan’s Famous 
down the block! The restaurant is officially 
scheduled to open on Memorial Day, but 
this Sunday the hot dog kiosk will offer 
a sneak taste so that  patrons can sample 
the eight-inch frank bursting with flavor 
from a secret spice mix. A dog will run 
you $4.25.

Bushwhacked

It’s the polar bear in the room!
The creators of a surreal new play about the 

working people of Bushwick were hoping to 
avoid discussing gentrification, but found that 
topic on everyone’s lips. “Bamboo in Bushwick,” 
which starts performances on April 13, may 
feature polar bears in a few fantasy sequences, 
but the real threat is rich people moving in, the 
show’s writer discovered.

“No matter whom we would talk to, the gen-
trification was always there, in the middle of 
the conversation, the one thing on everyone’s 
mind, the one concern everyone shared, from 
the hip film festival director to the hot dog street 
vendor,” said Ed Cardona, Jr. “We soon real-
ized if we wanted to talk about this particu-
lar community, then the gentrification had to 
be the subject.”

Cardona and director Ana Margineanu be-
gan crafting their piece by approaching every-
day Bushwickians to ask about their lives, cast-
ing as wide a net as possible in order to build a 
picture of the neighborhood. 

“Getting to know people on the streets or in 
the park and learning their stories was a unique 
and deeply moving experience,” said Margin-
eanu. “We were met with a lot of kindness, and 
we hope our show has something to give back 
to this community.”

The resulting show follows a group of locals 
who play a weekly game of dominoes (pictured) 
and react to the neighborhood’s changes. The 
play also spotlights the neighborhood’s iconic 
graffiti and murals, bringing the oversized art-
work to life in what Cardona refers to as “mu-
ral-verse.”

“In our play, the murals become the crude, raw, 
psychedelic take on gentrification,” explained 
Margineanu, with scenes set in an icy tundra 
inhabited by giant bears. 

The show will launch in Bushwick, and the 
creators hope their piece will speak to neigh-
borhood residents old and new. 

“I hope the people will see this show for what 
it is — a tribute to them and to their life,” said 
Margineanu.

“Bamboo in Bushwick” at Ridgewood Bush-
wick Youth Center (1474 Gates Ave. between 
Knickerbocker and Irving avenues in Bushwick, 
www.theworkingtheater.org). April 13–14 at 7 
pm. $25.  — Laura Meltzer

P L AY

Word’s pick — “Exit West” by Mohsin 
Hamid

“Exit West” is the love story that we desper-
ately need right now. In a war-torn, religiously 
oppressive country, Nadia and Saeed are young 
lovers whose future to-
gether is forever altered 
when they flee through 
a magical doorway that 
promises a better life. 
As they adjust to their 
newfound identities as 
refugees, they soon re-
alize that they have dif-
fering ideas of what they 
want from life, their new 
homes, and each other. 
Mohsin Hamid has writ-
ten an emotionally gripping and timely novel 
of love and identity that will challenge your ex-
pectations of happiness but will leave you hope-
ful for the future.

— Alison Gore, Word [126 Franklin St. at Mil-
ton Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–0096,  www.
wordbrooklyn.com ].

Community Bookstore’s pick — 
“Breaking and Entering” by Joy Williams

To my mind, Joy Williams is the funniest and 
darkest of the contemporary American writ-
ers, and “Breaking and Entering” is her fun-

niest and darkest book. 
A married couple travels 
through Florida break-
ing into fancy summer 
homes, and that’s pretty 
much it. But in Williams’s 
hands, it becomes a story 
about love and despera-
tion and loneliness, shot 
through with a cast of los-
ers, misfits, grotesques 
and saps. No book has 
ever made me laugh so 

hard from sentence to sentence.
— Hal Hlavinka, Community Bookstore [43 

Seventh Ave. between Carroll Street and Gar-
field Place in Park Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.
commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick — 
“Beverly” by Nick Drnaso

The soothing pastels and stripped-down lay-
outs of this graphic novel give way to a quiet 
anxiety and all-too-real hopelessness that calls 
to mind the work of Chris 
Ware. Some shocks come 
suddenly — a deranged 
daydream, an ominous 
stranger — but more af-
fecting is the way its six 
stories slowly bleed to-
gether, with subtle ten-
sions becoming major 
themes and small charac-
ters muttering the disap-
pointing, revealing sound bites that form the tex-
ture of a place. Drnaso’s vision of Middle America 
is hollow, but he is an incredible artist.

— Julian Elman, Greenlight Bookstore [686 
Fulton St. between S. Elliott Place and S. Port-
land Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 246–0200, 
 www.greenlightbookstore.com ].

Reading picks
B O O KS

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

I
t’s a brand new pasta-bility! 

Visitors to this weekend’s out-
door food market Smorgasburg 

can pick up — literally — a brand 
new portable pasta dish in the shape 
of a donut. The mad genius behind 
the fried spaghetti circles said that 
they combine the flavor of one of It-
aly’s most famous dishes with the 
convenience of New York’s favorite 
glazed treat. 

“We wanted to create something 
you can carry around and it’s not messy 
— we were thinking of it as pasta on 
the go,” said Brooklyn Heights resi-

dent Luigi Fiorentino, who co-owns 
Pop Pasta. “It’s almost like slow food 
meets fast food.” 

The spaghetti donuts — which 
come in several flavors, including 
traditional red sauce and carbonara 

— were inspired by the traditional 
Neapolitan dish spaghetti pie, said 
Fiorentino. That dish take leftover 
noodles, coats them with egg and 
fries them into a pie that can be cut 
into slices, but Fiorentino chose to 
mold the noodles into a donut shape 
because it is a popular food that ev-
eryone loves, he said. 

Fiorentino hopes that his spaghetti 
donuts will catch on and become a new 
staple of the American diet.

“We see these as a new fast food 
concept,” he said. “We want to have 
kids love it. It can be at games, a school 
food — it can just be something else 
in addition to the slice of pizza, the 
hot dog, and these items that every-

body already knows.”
Pop Pasta is one of 24 new vendors 

at Smorgasburg this year, selected from 
about 300 applicants, said Smorgas-
burg co-founder Eric Demby.

Among the other new vendors put-
ting exciting twists on classic tastes 
is John’s Juices, whose slogan is “All 
juice, no cups.” The stand blends fresh 
juice on the spot, and serves it in a con-
tainer made of that same fruit. 

The business is helmed by Man-
hattan’s John DeWindt and his fi-
ance August Major, who first saw 
the creations on a trip to Japan. They 
bought a special machine that drills 
a hole in the fruits and grind the in-
sides into juice and brought it back 
to the States, fashioning drinks out 
of pineapple, oranges, dragonfruit, 
and tiny watermelons. Drinkers can 
also spice up their juice selection by 
adding fresh ginger, agave, or spar-
kling water. 

The colorful fruits are sure to be 
a social media favorite, said Major, 
but it is also a great way to sip some-
thing from the earth. 

“It’s not just about the novelty fac-
tor, we also promote having a juice 
that’s all natural,” she said.

Spaghetti O’s
New foods at Smorgasburg 
— including pasta donuts!

Coney Island’s Opening Day 
starts at the Cyclone (Surf 
Avenue at W. 10th Street 
in Coney Island, www.luna-
parknyc.com). April 9 at 10 
am. Free.

E V E N T

Finally!: Pop Pasta is serving spaghetti in the form of donuts.
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Try a spaghetti donut or juiced 
fruit at Smorgasburg; Saturdays 
at East River Park (90 Kent Ave. at 
N. Eighth Street in Williamsburg), 
Sundays at Prospect Park’s Breeze 
Hill (East Drive at Lincoln Road in 
Prospect Lefferts Gardens, www.
smorgasburg.com). 11 am–6 pm. 
Free.

D I N I N G

Coney is back!
People’s Playground opens for the season on Sunday

Welcome to Coney!: Coney Island will rumble back to life on April 9, with the Cyclone’s 90th birthday party at 10 am, free turns on the Wonder Wheel for those who 
show up early, and a glimpse into the past at the Coney Island History Project.
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
April 7

On pointe
Getting up on your 
tippy-toes is one of 
the hardest moves in 
dance, and the annual 
“Counterpointe” 
series is devoted to 
that impressive 
maneuver. The three-
night performance 
series features seven 
female choreogra-
phers creating pieces 
for pointe shoes, each 
paired with a work of 
visual art.

7:30 pm at the Actors 
Fund Arts Center (160 
Schermerhorn St. 
between Smith and Hoyt 
streets Downtown, www.
brooklynballet.org). $25.

SATURDAY
April 8

Finger food 
Get your brunch 
while watching a 
weird, weird musical: 
“The 5,000 Fingers of 
Dr. T,” the only 
screenplay written by 
Dr. Seuss. The bizarre 
saga of a boy 
trapped by a diaboli-
cal piano teacher will 
make more sense 
once you’ve had a 
few mimosas. 

11:45 am at Nitehawk 
Cinema [136 Metropolitan 
Ave. between Wythe 
Avenue and Berry Street 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
384–3980, www.nite-
hawkcinema.com]. $12.

SUNDAY
April 9

The best 
reading
It’s going to be the 
best talk. Really tre-
mendous. Alec Bald-
win is someone who 
has been doing an 
amazing job and is 
getting recognized 
more and more. Big 
impact. His memoir 
“Nevertheless” has 
the best words. And 
he’s going to have 
the biggest audience 
ever to see a reading. 
Period. 

6 pm at BAM Howard 
Gilman [30 Lafayette Ave. 
between Ashland Place 
and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636–4100, 
www.bam.org]. $35–$85.

TUESDAY
April 11

Meta man 
It’s a movie about a 
show about a show! 
Seven episodes of the 
twisty meta-documen-
tary series “The Show 
about the Show,” which 
first aired on Brooklyn’s 
Bric TV, will screen 
together tonight. Each 
short episode is about 
the making of the pre-
vious episode, and film-
maker and star Caveh 
Zahedi will try to 
explain it all in a discus-
sion after the show.

7 pm at Alamo 
Drafthouse Cinema [445 
Albee Square West 
between Fulton and 
Willoughby streets 
Downtown, (718) 513–
2547, www.drafthouse.
com/nyc]. $15.

THURSDAY
April 13

8 pm. Brooklyn Bowl [61 8 
pm. Brooklyn Bowl [61

Spin kicks
The Spin Doctors are 
still kicking — as 
seen in the above 
photo of frontman 
Chris Barron. The 
ubiquitous early ’90s 
band has kept going 
since the heyday of 
“Two Princes,” and 
tonight you can catch 
some bluesy tunes 
from the latest album 
“If The River Was 
Whiskey.” 

8 pm. Brooklyn Bowl [61 
Wythe Ave. between N. 
11th and N. 12th streets in 
Williamsburg, (718) 963–
3369, www.brooklynbowl.
com]. $18 ($15 in advance)

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, APRIL 7
FILM, “THE RINK”: A documentary 

about one of the last remaining 
urban roller rinks. Free. 6:30 pm. 
Higgins Hall Auditorium at the Pratt 
Institute (61 St. James Pl. at Clifton 
Place in Clinton Hill), www.nypap.
org/the-rink-2. 

DANCE, “WEATHER (OR NOT)”: The 
Cynthia King Dance Studio’s annual 
spring production examines the cur-
rent climate. $33–$40. 7 pm. Kumble 
Theater at Long Island University 
[DeKalb and Flatbush avenues in 
Downtown, (718) 488–1624], www.
kumbletheater.org. 

MUSIC, NEW WORLD TRIO: The To-
ronto chamber music trio makes its 
Brooklyn debut. $15. 7:30–9:30 pm. 
The Old Stone House [336 Third St. 
between Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Park Slope, (718) 768–3195], theold-
stonehouse.org. 

DANCE, “ALBUM”: An autobiographi-
cal solo performance by Mariana 
Valencia that includes text, song, 
dance, and vampires. $16. 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Arts Exchange (421 Fifth 
Ave. between Seventh and Eighth 
streets in Park Slope), www.bax.org. 

THEATER, “THE PANELS”: This play 
envisions an America where the 
government sends its teenagers to 
camps to undergo rigorous educa-
tion in sexual experience. $18. 8 pm. 
Jack (505 Waverly Ave. between 
Fulton Street and Atlantic Avenue in 
Clinton Hill), www.jackny.org. 

MUSIC, SPECTRAL DENSITY: An eve-
ning of performances dedicated to 
Tony Conrad, who passed away in 
2016. $15. 8 pm. Issue Project Room 
[22 Boerum Pl. at Livingston Street in 
Downtown, (718) 330–0313], www.
issueprojectroom.org. 

NIGHTLIFE, LUXOTICA LOUNGE 
CABARET: A circus-tinged bur-
lesque show set to exotic original 
tunes performed live. $15. 10 pm. 
Coney Island USA [1208 Surf Ave. at 
W. 12th Street in Coney Island, www.
coneyisland.com]. 

FUND-RAISER, LADIES FIRST: A 
dance party to celebrate the badass 
women of music and benefi t Planned 
Parenthood. $10 ($7 in advance). 
10:30 pm. Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], www.
littlefi eldnyc.com. 

SAT, APRIL 8
FUND-RAISER, PURPLE STRIDE 

5K: A fun and family-friendly walk 
to raise cash for the Pancreatic 
Cancer Action Network. Plus 
children’s activities, music, and 
refreshments. $35. 10 am. Pros-
pect Park Audubon Center [Enter 
park at Lincoln Road and Ocean 
Avenue in Prospect Park, (718) 
287–3400], www.prospectpark.
org/audubon. 

TALK, TROLLEY TOUR OF BROOK-
LYN’S BREWING HISTORY: Ex-
plore the borough’s beer connec-
tions with Green-Wood historian 
Jeff Richman and beer historian 
Chris Heuberger. $30. 2 pm. 
Green-Wood Cemetery [Fifth Ave-
nue and 25th Street in Greenwood 
Heights, (718) 210–3080], www.
green-wood.com.

THEATER, “WACKY OF WALLABA-
ZOO — A YO-YO BOY’S ADVEN-
TURE”: Justin Weber stars in a 
fairytale adventure about a boy who 
ventures to the City of Dreams and 
is confronted with masked enemies. 
$15 ($12 for kids). 4 pm and 8 pm. 
Coney Island USA [1208 Surf Ave. at 
W. 12th Street in Coney Island, www.
coneyisland.com]. 

MUSIC, CARLOS PAVAN IN CON-
CERT: The classical guitarist plays 
tango and folklore music from Ar-
gentina. $10 suggested donation. 6 
pm. Park Slope Community Church 
[251 12th St. between Fourth and 
Fifth avenues in Park Slope, (347) 
409–8347], www.carlospavan.info. 

MUSIC, “JUSTICE FOR ALL” BENEFIT 
CONCERT: The Brooklyn Women’s 
Chorus and guest gospel singers 
raise money for the Brooklyn De-
fense Committee. $20 suggested 
donation ($5 teens). 7 pm. Brook-
lyn Friends Meetinghouse (100 
Schermerhorn St. at Boerum Place in 
Downtown), riseupandsing.org. 

See 9 DAYS on page 8

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/Events

FRI, APRIL 7
MUSIC, ROCK AND ROLL HALL 

OF FAME INDUCTION CER-
EMONY: $55–$505. 7 pm.

SAT, APRIL 8
SPORTS, BROOKLYN NETS VS 

CHICAGO BULLS: $49–$3,000. 
5 pm.

SUN, APRIL 9
SPORTS, NEW YORK ISLANDERS 

VS OTTOWA SENATORS: Rally 
towel giveaway. $15–$160. 5 pm.

FRI, APRIL 14
SPORTS, JORDAN BRAND CLAS-

SIC: $15–$75. 1 pm.

SAT, APRIL 15
COMEDY, KATT WILLIAMS GREAT 

AMERICA TOUR: $57–$181. 8 
pm.

FRI, APRIL 21
MUSIC, RUFF RYDERS AND 

FRIENDS: With Eve, DMX, Swizz 
Beatz, The Lox, and Drag-On. 
$40–$260. 7:30 pm.

SAT, APRIL 22
SPORTS, PREMIER BOXING 

CHAMPIONS: Andre Berto vs 
Shawn Porter. $107–$299. Time 
tba.

MON, APRIL 24

MUSIC, CHRIS BROWN: With 50 

Cent, Fabolous, O.T. Genasis, 

Kap G., and more. $20–$475. 

7:30 pm.

SAT, MAY 6

MUSIC, BARBRA STREISAND: 

$126–$1,200. 8 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to 
present Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and the 
New York Daily News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Tuesday at 2:00 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-
out segments, can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH TUESDAY AT 2:00PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, and, 
of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn Paper 
radio is the only webcast where you’ll hear 
Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira Eisen-
berg, Andrew Dice Clay, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and two-time guest Borough 
President Eric Adams.

So tune in each week live Tuesdays at 2:00 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes, 
Stitcher, and Mixlr.

COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER

You wouldn’t like him when 
he’s angry: Pearl Jam’s Ed-
die Vedder is unlikely to Hulk 
out at the Barclays Center on 
April 7, since his band is being 
inducted into the Rock and 
Roll Hall of Fame that night.
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go green

Save when 
you reuse 
your tote: 

ARTS
BROOKLYN

AT BROOKLYN COLLEGE

CENTER for the PERFORMING

BrooklynCenter.org
or 718-951-4500

2

Whitman Theatre at Brooklyn College
to Flatbush Avenue  

On-site paid parking available

A Con Edison 
Music Masters 
Series Event

Sat, Apr 22 at 8pm

PATTI 
AUSTIN:
ELLA NOW 
AND THEN

Seniors Save BIG!
5% off every Tuesday

19.50 5.9911.00 24.00

OPEN

24/7!

EBT

CREAM 

1.99

2.99 4.9969 69 59

9959 2 359 3 1.49

31 lb
bag99

KEEPING UP WITH 
BROOKLYN, ONE 
TWEET AT A TIME

FOLLOW OUR 
DAILY UPDATES ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper

T
his show is a scream!

The UniverSoul Circus, play-
ing at Floyd Bennett Field through 

April 16, is a non-stop, energetic thrill 
ride of terror, wonder, and hilarity, as 
I discovered this past Sunday.

As a circus newbie, I recruited an 
experienced and opinionated circus ex-
pert to join me — my 9-year-old nephew 
Marquise. He was immediately taken by 
the hipness of the advertised perform-
ers, who hail from Ethiopia, Peru, and 
China, among other countries.

“There’s a lot of cool different acts 
and there are a lot of different coun-
tries,” he said. “When I was at Big 
Apple Circus they didn’t have anyone 
but Americans there. I think that’s 
why this is called universal.”

This show has no organ music pip-
ing away with the “Baby Elephant 
Waltz” — instead it starts off with viral 
dancers the Fresh Clownsss kicking it 
to the rap hit “Juju on that Beat.” The 
pumped-up music had us dancing in 
our seats, and Lucky the ringmaster 
kept us moving throughout the night, 
wrangling a dance line for grown-
ups in the crowd and ending with a 
dance contest for kids.

And the performers wasted no time 
shocking and awe-ing. The most eye-
popping and entertaining act of the 
show was a quartet of contortionists 
doing unimaginably horrifying things 
with their legs, arms, and torsos. The 
incredible display was almost vomit-in-
ducing to watch, but no one could look 
away as the flexible fellows spun their 
hips through multiple boneless revolu-
tions. My nephew was both fascinated 
and sickened by the display.

“I really like the people that kept 
twisting their bodies — I think it was 

so cool they could actually do that,” 
said Marquise. “But I think it’s gross 
because I don’t think that’s how the 
body is supposed to work.”

My favorite act was a trio of acro-
bats performing death-defying stunts 
on an enormous hamster wheel sus-
pended high in the air, vaulting in 

and out of the wheel while doing jaw-
dropping twists and heart-stopping 
lands. The audience shrieked with 
terror as one performer jumped rope 
on the spinning ring, and at this point 
my nephew had to look away. 

“I was scared for him because I 
imagine myself up there jump rop-
ing and getting afraid,” he said. “It 
wonders me how they can do that. He 
was doing a good job but I don’t want 
to see anyone fall or die. I’ve seen it 
in games but this was real.”

My turn to hide my face came 
whenever the Hilarious Sifiso walked 
into the stands to find audience mem-
bers to spotlight and embarrass in truly 
hilarious ways, using only a whistle 
and body language to entertain. 

UniverSoul is one of the few cir-
cuses to still use animals in their 
show, and the atmosphere changed 
— in more ways than one — when 
the whips cracked above the heads of 
the horses, camels, zebras, elephants, 
and one adorable pony. From the back 
row, one viewer shouted “Don’t whip 
the pony!” and the otherwise lively 
crowd gave muted reactions during 
the animal acts. The animals also 
have a distinct odor, and sensitive 
smellers might want to avoid seats 
in the front row!

But overall, the UniverSoul Cir-
cus show was a thrilling two hours, 
mixing circus tricks with music and 
comedy. I laughed so much, I left the 
show with a migraine. Not because I 
was sick — I was thoroughly enter-
tained, and so was my nephew.

The kings of the ring!
UniverSoul Circus is not for the faint-hearted

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

I
t’s the comedy show Big Lizard 
has been hiding from you! 

The creators of the Lizard 
People of New York Facebook 
page are spilling the beans about 
our secret reptilian overlords at a 
monthly comedy show, next hap-
pening on April 15 at the Ten-
der Trap bar. The parody account 
— and the show — mashes up 
the wholesome “Humans of New 
York” photo series of everyday ur-
banites with the conspiracy theory 
that shape-shifting lizard people 
are in control of all world events. 
And the last presidential election 
has made the idea that politicians 
are secret reptilians seem almost 
plausible, said one of the show’s 
co-hosts.

“Lizard People is sort of tied 

into politics and pop culture in-
herently. We’re not huge political 
comedians but just by the nature of 
the topic, we end up talking a lot 
about Donald Trump,” said come-
dian Jeremy Kaplowitz, who lives 
in Manhattan. “Unfortunately, I’d 
rather it not.” 

At each show, Kaplowitz and 
co-host Mike Amory invite a Liz-
ard Person Correspondent, played 
by Liam O’Malley, to give the low-
down on the latest happenings in 
the world of the cold-blooded con-

spiracy — which seems to be get-
ting wilder by the day.

“Things have gotten so crazy 
in the world that lizard people can 
kind of do anything they want with 
reality,” said Mike Amory, who 
lives in Park Slope. “Before they 
had to be careful, because if they 
did anything too outlandish peo-
ple may catch on — but now with 
how crazy the news is, they can 
do whatever they want.”

The show also features a 
scripted sketch, usually featur-
ing leaders of the lizard people, 
including Mike Pence, Ben Car-
son, or President Trump. The show 
may have a political bent, but the 
point is really to bring fans of the 
silly conspiracy theory together 
under one roof, said Amory. 

“We have political sketches, so 
obviously you have a little bit of 
an underlying agenda about why 
you’re making certain jokes, but I 
would say the number one thing 
is we want to entertain people and 
make them laugh,” he said. “I really 
like the idea of forming commu-
nities around a shared enjoyment 
of something. The more you come 
to the show, the more you get to 
know us and get to know these crazy 
things we find interesting.”

Lizard of ha’s
Laughing at reptile rulers

Spin cycle: Carlos Pinto Morales leaps high above the Circle of 
Death during a thrilling and terrifying performance.

Tails to remember: Comedians Mike 
Amory and Jeremy Kaplowitz — and liz-
ard person Liam O’Malley — will give the 
scoop on the reptilian revolution at the 
Tender Trap in Greenpoint on April 15.
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UniverSoul Circus at Aviator 
Sports and Events Center [3159 
Flatbush Ave. at Floyd Bennett 
Field in Marine Park, (718) 440–
3358, www.universoulcircus.com]. 
Tue–Sun at various times through 
April 16. $16–$40.

C I R C U S

Lizard People Comedy Show 
at the Tender Trap [66 Green-
point Ave. between West and 
Franklin streets in Green-
point, (347) 763–1825, www.
tendertrapbk.com]. April 15 
at 8 pm. Free.

C O M E DY

The Butcher of  
Flatbush Ave.  
Extension
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800.581.2889 www.FlushingBank.com

Flushing Bank Complete Checking 

Flushing Bank Mobile

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1. New money only. APY effective January 19, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot 
be transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. 2. A Flushing Bank checking account 
with a $5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance 
is $5,000. A checking account is not required for IRA accounts. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details. 3. Flushing Bank Mobile Banking is available to all Flushing Bank online 
banking users. Mobile carrier fees may apply. 

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

7-Month CD

1.10%
13-Month CD

1.25%

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.

We are now accepting reservations

Parties welcome for all occasions

Special 3 Course Dinner Menu $2995 pp
Music: Thurs. - Sun.

1464 86th Street (between 14th & 15th Ave.)

718-236-9883

Critically Acclaimed Wine List

Established 1971

Easter at

THEATER, “SHERLOCK HOL-
MES AND THE SAPPHIRE 
NIGHT”: Sherlock and Wat-
son uncover a cult in this 
hybrid of traditional theater 
and circus, with a mostly 
female cast. $20–$35. 8 pm. 
The Muse [350 Moffat St. 
between Irving and Knick-
erbocker avenues in Bush-
wick, (929) 400–1678], www.
themusebrooklyn.com. 

MUSIC, “THE COMPOSER AS 
REDEEMER”: PhiloSonia 
plays work by composers 
facing death. $20 ($10 in 
advance). 8:00pm. South 
Oxford Space (138 S. Ox-
ford St. between Hanson 
Place and Atlantic Avenue 
in Fort Greene), www.art-
newyork.org. 

MUSIC, BARAJI: First-ever 
U.S. tour by the unique Ko-
rean band, whose mystical 
shows incorporate folkloric 
music, singing, dancing, and 
costumes. Part of the free 
performance series featur-
ing rock, jazz, R&B, world, 
pop, and more. Free. 9 pm. 
BAM Cafe (30 Lafayette 
Ave. between Ashland Place 
and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org/
programs/bamcafe-live. 

DANCE, “ALBUM”: 7 and 9 
pm. See Friday, April 7. 

THEATER, “THE PANELS”: 8 

pm. See Friday, April 7. 
ART, “VIA DOLOROSA”: 

Resurrection Brooklyn Arts 
Ministry hosts an exhibit 
of art works depicting the 
path Jesus walked towards 
crucifi xion. $5 suggested 
donation. 6 pm. Resurrec-
tion Brooklyn (367 Jay St. 
between Willoughby Street 
and Metrotech Plaza in 
Downtown). 

NIGHTLIFE, BLACK NYC: 
Matte presents a dance 
party with art installations. 
$40. 9 pm. The Brooklyn 
Hangar (2 52nd St. in Sunset 
Park), www.black-nyc.com. 

COMEDY, DEEP DISH COM-
EDY AT HELL PHONE: 
Amber Rollo hosts a 
stand-up show at this sexy 
speakeasy. Free. 10 pm. 
Hell Phone (247 Varet St. 
between White and Bogart 
streets in Bushwick), www.
hellphonebrooklyn.com. 

SUN, APRIL 9
FAMILY, MAGIC AT CONEY: A 

magical variety show featur-
ing illusionists, escape art-
ists, mentalists, and magi-
cian comedians from around 
the world. $10 ($5 for kids). 
Noon. Coney Island USA 
(1208 Surf Ave. at W. 12th 
Street in Coney Island), 
www.coneyisland.com. 

MUSIC, BROOKLYN SYM-
PHONY ORCHESTRA: The 
orchestra plays Stravinsky’s 
“Firebird Suite” and Kor-
sakov’s “Scheherazade.” 

$25 ($20 in advance). 2 pm. 
Brooklyn Museum [200 
Eastern Pkwy. at Washing-
ton Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

MUSIC, ACOUSTIC SUNDAY 
MORNINGS WITH BOBBY 
AND BUCKY: Enjoy Peter 
Pan Donuts and acoustic 
music. Free. 11 am to 1 pm. 
Brooklyn Farmacy & Soda 
Fountain (513 Henry St. at 
Sackett Street in Carroll 
Gardens), brooklynfarmacy-
andsodafountain.com. 

FILM, SEVENTH HEAVEN: 
This silent 1927 romance, 
which won three trophies 
at the very fi rst Academy 
Awards, is presented with a 
live piano soundtrack. Free. 
12:30 pm. Brooklyn Public 
Library’s Central branch [10 
Grand Army Plaza, between 
Eastern Parkway and Flat-
bush Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 230–2100], 
www.brooklynpubliclibrary.
org. 

READING, FAITH ERIN 
HICKS: The cartoonist dis-
cusses her graphic novel 
“The Stone Heart,” the 
second book in her “Name-
less City” trilogy. Free. 6 
pm. Community Bookstore 
[143 Seventh Ave. between 
Carroll Street and Garfi eld 
Place in Park Slope, (718) 
783–3075], www.communi-
tybookstore.net. 

COMEDY, RISK AND SNAP 
IMPRESSION: Two live 
podcasts: one of comedians 
telling true stories, the other 

a competition of off-the-
cuff celebrity impressions. 
$20. 8:15 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

MON, APRIL 10
FILM, “MY ENTIRE HIGH 

SCHOOL SINKING INTO 
THE SEA”: A sneak preview 
of the animated fi lm star-
ring the voices of Jason 
Schwartzman, Reggie 
Watts, and Maya Rudolph. 
Free. 6:30 pm. Videology 
[308 Bedford Ave. at S. First 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
782–3468], www.videology-
barandcinema.com. 

MUSIC, FAST FORWARD: Ex-
perimental composer and 
multi-instrumentalist Fast 
Forward performs work on 
bicycle handlebars and steel 
pan, along with ensemble 
work. $20. 8 pm. Roulette 
[509 Atlantic Ave. at Third 
Avenue in Boerum Hill, (917) 
267–0363], www.roulette.
org. 

COMEDY, SIDE PONYTAIL 
COMEDY: With Dan Perl-
man, Erik Monical, Julia Sol-
omon, and Rosebud Baker. 
Free. 8 pm. Friends and 
Lovers (641 Classon Ave. 
between Dean and Pacifi c 
streets in Crown Heights), 
www.fnlbk.com. 

TUES, APRIL 11
THEATER, “FRAGMENTED 

FRIDA”: This one-woman, 
two-act play portrays Mexi-
can painter Frida Kahlo’s de-
termination to prove herself 
to the world. $59-$79. 8 pm. 
BAM Fisher (321 Ashland Pl. 
between Hansen Place and 
Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org. 

OUTDOORS, COLONIAL 
GAMES AND HISTORY: 
Learn about the traditions, 
dress, and games of the 
colonial people and Native 
Americans who lived in Fort 
Greene centuries ago. Free. 
1 pm. Fort Greene Park 
Visitor Center [Enter park at 
Myrtle Avenue and Wash-
ington Park in Fort Greene, 
(718) 722–3218]. 

TALK, THE HOOK TALKS 
TAX RESISTANCE: The 
live talk show speaks with 
Tax Resistance advocate 
Andrew Newman and how 
and why to not pay your 
federal taxes. Free. 7 pm. 
Pete’s Candy Store [709 
Lorimer St. at Richardson 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
302–3770], www.petescan-
dystore.com. 

JUKEBOX BINGO: A combi-
nation of bingo and music 
trivia, with a little bit of 
karaoke. Winners get free 
tickets to shows and events. 
Free. 8 pm. Henri’s Back-
yard (256 Fourth Ave. be-
tween President and Carroll 
streets in Park Slope). 

MUSIC, GRANT WALLACE 
BAND: $20. 8 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

MUSIC, WILD ADRIATIC: 
The funky power trio plays 
with Leopold & His Fic-
tion. $15 ($12 in advance). 
8 pm. Baby’s All Right [146 
Broadway between Bedford 
and Driggs avenues in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 599–5800], 
www.babysallright.com. 

COMEDY, THE MOST RACES 
SHOW ON EARTH: A 
multicultural comedy 
show that brings people 
together through comedy. 
With Drew Thomas, Dan-
iel Tirado, Sheng Wang, 
Eman, and Rob Haze. $20. 
8:30 pm. Knitting Factory 
[361 Metropolitan Ave. at 
Havemeyer Street in Wil-
liamsburg, (347) 529–6696], 
bk.knittingfactory.com. 

WED, APRIL 12
FILM, “JACKIE ROBINSON”: 

A two-night screening of 
the Ken Burns documen-
tary on the life and legacy 
of Jackie Robinson, to cel-
ebrate the 70th anniversary 
of his breaking the color 
barrier in professional base-
ball. Free. 6:30 pm. Brook-
lyn Historical Society [128 
Pierrepont St. at Clinton 
Street in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 222–4111], www.
brooklynhistory.org. 

THEATER, “BUTOH MEDEA,”: 

Long Island University’s 
Theater Speaker Series 
presents a piece performed, 
choreographed, and 
adapted by artist Yokko. 
Free. 6:30 pm. Kumble The-
ater at Long Island Univer-
sity [DeKalb and Flatbush 
avenues in Downtown, (718) 
488–1624], www.kumble-
theater.org. 

MUSIC, “BLACK ANGELS”: 
A new immersive classical 
music event. $20–$40. 7 
pm. House of Yes (2 Wyck-
off Ave. at Jefferson Street 
in Bushwick), www.house-
ofyes.org. 

COMEDY, “DROP THE MIKE”: 
Stand-up comedian Ken-
dra Cunningham hosts her 
monthly comedy show, 
which features an all-female 
lineup plus a token male 
comic. Free. 8 pm. Syca-
more [1118 Cortelyou Rd. 
between Stratford and 
Westminster roads in Dit-
mas Park, (347) 240–5850], 
www.sycamorebrooklyn.
com. 

COMEDY, DEVOUR HOUR 
COMEDY: With Zach Sims, 
Dan Perlman, Madonna 
Refugia, Alex English, and 
free brownies! Free. 8 pm. 
Hank’s Saloon [46 Third 
Ave. at Atlantic Avenue 
in Boerum Hill, (718) 625–
8003], www.exitfi ve.com/
hankssaloon. 

COMEDY, COMEDIANS 
YOU SHOULD KNOW: An 
intimate night of comedy 
hosted by Mike Lebovitz, 
with guests Joe Pera, DC 
Benny, Dan St. Germaine, 
Shalewa Sharp, and more! 

$5. 9 pm. The Gutter [200 
N. 14th St. between Berry 
Street and Wythe Avenue, 
(718) 387–3585], www.
thegutterbrooklyn.com.

THEATER, “FRAGMENTED 
FRIDA”: 8 pm. See Tuesday, 
April 11.

THURS, APRIL 13
CAMPFIRE ACTIVITIES: Join 

us for campfi re activities 
around a colonial hearth. 
Learn about campfi re safety 
and sing along to some fun 
campfi re songs with the 
Urban Park Rangers. Free. 1 
pm to 2:30 pm. Fort Greene 
Park Visitor Center [Enter 
park at Myrtle Avenue and 
Washington Park in Fort 
Greene, (718) 722–3218]. 

TALK, “PERSON PLACE 
THING”: Randy Cohen re-
cords his popular podcast 
live, with special guest, 
novelist Siri Hustvedt. $10. 
6:30 pm. Brooklyn Historical 
Society [128 Pierrepont St. 
at Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

DANCE, “AN HOUR OF AC-
TION”: Streb Extreme Ac-
tion presents an acrobatic 
hour of action heroes, ma-
chines, and music. $29 ($25 
in advance). 7:30 pm. STREB 
Lab for Action Mechanics 
[51 N. First St. between Kent 
and Wythe avenues in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 384–6491], 
www.streb.org. 

THEATER, “THE PANELS”: 8 
pm. See Friday, April 7. 

THEATER, “CHARLESES”: This 

new play by Carl Holder 
showcases three gen-
erations of fathers and sons 
struggling to communicate 
as their family line grows 
and ages across a vast 
ocean of time. $25 ($15 stu-
dents). 8 pm. The Brick [575 
Metropolitan Ave. between 
Union Avenue and Lorimer 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 
907–6189], www.brickthe-
ater.com. 

MUSIC, FLOATING POINTS: 
With opening band JFDR. 
$25 ($20 in advance). 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Steel (319 Frost 
St. at Debevoise Avenue in 
Williamsburg), www.bow-
erypresents.com/brooklyn-
steel. 

COMEDY, STANDARD TIME 
COMEDY: A monthly 
comedy show curated by 
Gideon Hambright and 
Nasser Khan, with guests 
Yedoye Travis, Carolyn Busa, 
Tom Thakkar, and many 
more. Free. 8 pm. Pacifi c 
Standard [82 Fourth Ave. 
between Bergen Street and 
Wyckoff Place in Boerum 
Hill, (718) 858–1951]. 

FRI, APRIL 14
 COMEDY, “HIDDEN FENCES 

— THE PLAY”: An absurd 
mashup of a play based on 
the movies “Hidden Fig-
ures” and “Fences.” $10 ($8 
in advance). 8 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

DANCE, “AN HOUR OF AC-
TION”: 7:30 pm. See Thurs-
day, April 13. 

THEATER, “CHARLESES”: 8 
pm. See Thursday, April 13.

SAT, APRIL 15
THEATER, CONEY ISLAND 

CIRCUS SIDESHOW: The 
ten-in-one circus sideshow 
returns for the season. Runs 
continuously all day. $10 ($5 
for kids). 1–8 pm. Coney 
Island USA (1208 Surf Ave. 
at W. 12th Street in Coney 
Island), coneyisland.com. 

MUSIC, TINARIWEN, DEN-
GUE FEVER: $30 ($25 in ad-
vance). 8 pm. Brooklyn Bowl 
[61 Wythe Ave. between 
N. 11th and N. 12th streets 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
963–3369], www.brooklyn-
bowl.com. 

OUTDOORS, SPRING MIGRA-
TION: Budding birders 
learn the best spots to view 
our feathered friends. Free. 
10 am to 11:30 am. Prospect 
Park Picnic House (Pros-
pect Park West and Fifth 
Street in Park Slope), www.
prospectpark.org. 

ART, QUANTUM NATIVES: 
The art collective uses 
video game technology and 
sound design to project fi c-
tional landscapes. $12–$15. 
7 pm. Issue Project Room 
[22 Boerum Pl. at Livings-
ton Street in Downtown, 
(718) 330–0313], www.is-
sueprojectroom.org.

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 6

The painted lady: In the one-woman show “Frag-
mented Frida,” opening at BAM Fisher on April 11, 
Andrea Dantas portrays Mexican painter Frida Kahlo 
as she recovers from a near-fatal bus accident and 
throws herself into her work.



April 7–13, 2017 AWP  9Brooklyn Paper • www.BrooklynPaper.com • (718) 260-2500

I 
am 46 years old with two 
kids, and yet I am still that 
girl sitting in a tree at re-

cess, reading. 
I am still that girl whose 

feelings got hurt playing 
dodgeball or hanging from 
the rings, who retreated into 
the trees with a book where 
the narrator, at least, unlike 
everyone else on the play-
ground, seemed to under-
stand me. Sure, I’ve learned 
a few things over the years, 
but mainly I’m the same, sen-
sitive kid. 

Knowing how I was and 
still am, I shouldn’t be such 
a colossal buttinsky with 
my kids. I should be sup-
portive and understanding. 
I shouldn’t say a word. 

But it’s so hard!
I want to help them avoid 

making the mistakes I made, 
to navigate social pitfalls with 
great deft.I want them to feel 
awesome all the time, and 
know how cool and funny 
and smart they are! 

And yet, at the very same 
time that I am thinking, 

Why I really need to stop telling 
my kids how to be my kids

“You are so cool, so funny, 
so smart!” I am saying these 
stupid things to them about 
how they need to be differ-
ent than they are. 

My husband calls it the 
“double bind.” It is a theory he 
read about once where parents 
say, “You never hug me…” 
and yet, when the child goes 
to hug them, they are wooden 
and uncomfortable. The child 
can’t win for trying.

I feel like I do that some-
times, mostly because I’m 
confused. I haven’t sat down 
to really think about what I 
think, and then I say the 
dumbest things, that seem 
to absolutely counter my 
own intention. 

Why can’t I just say what I 
think? Could it be that I don’t 
really know?

Kids will really put you 
to the test. They’ll make you 
have to stop, and think about 
what you think cause they’ll 
call you out on it, how you’re 
full of malarkey.

Yes. My boys call me out 
on my BS all the time. Damn 
teenagers. Not that I’m silly 
enough to think they totally 
tell me what they think, but 
sometimes they do, and I don’t 
always come out smelling like 
a rose.

Let’s see. 
1. I don’t follow through 

with a lot of the things I say 
I want to do. (Right, like 
stop eating chocolate and ice 
cream, and lose those damn 

10 pounds.)
2. I get in their business, 

where, really, it’s not mine to 
know. (Buttinsky, see.)

3. I repeat myself when I’m 
pissed. “I heard you, mom, 
the first three times…”

4. I really need to shut up 
and listen sometimes.

I could go on with the list 
of the ways in which I am im-
perfect, but I’ll stop. The point 
is, sad as it sounds, it isn’t like 
I always know what I’m do-
ing, which is why I have to 
learn to listen more, to hear 
and understand the wisdom of 
my children about their own 
feelings, about their own re-
actions. 

If I’m still that girl in the 
tree in my own mind, a bit 
wiser and a lot more grey 
and wrinkled, I need to re-
member what that feels like, 
not to know what the future 
holds, not to know what you’re 
gonna be in the world. And 
I need to be a bit more un-
derstanding of their need to 
make decisions themselves, 
and trust them, of their need 
not to be harassed and cajoled 
by someone who doesn’t ex-
actly know everything. 

Sometimes, of course, I’m 
gonna make a suggestion or 
two. But, Jesus, God help me 
… I have to remember to let 
them be, to sit in a tree alone 
if they need to, or in front of 
a screen, to think their own 
thoughts and learn to be … 
themselves.

Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

This one goes up to e-
Levin!

A Brooklyn Heights ani-
mal lover named Anne Levin 
saved an injured cat huddled 
on the side of the Brooklyn-
Queens Expressway last Tues-
day — making her the second 
Levin to save a distressed fe-
line from the roadway in re-
cent years, after Councilman 
Steve Levin  made a similarly 
heroic effort in 2015 .

The pair are not related, 
but are nevertheless united 
in their passion for keeping 
cats safe and off busy inter-
states, she said.

“He seems to be a very 
strong supporter of animal 
welfare,” said Anne Levin, 
who is president of animal-
activist group the Brooklyn 
Bridge Animal Welfare Co-
alition, best known for run-
ning  the Cat Cafe on Atlan-
tic Avenue .

Anne Levin bravely 
ditched her car underneath 
the Brooklyn Heights Prom-
enade in evening rush-hour 
traffic while hunting for the  
distressed mouser after re-
ceiving a tip-off — easier 
said than done, because the 
forlorn furball was in such bad 
shape that it just looked like a 
pile of trash, she said. 

“She looked like debris be-
cause she was so wet and hud-
dled against the brick,” said 
Anne Levin.

She eventually spotted the 
animal and was able to wrap a 
towel around it and get it into 
a carrier, while peak-hour mo-
torists politely gave the pair 
a wide berth.

“Everyone was being re-
ally understanding and no one 
was honking, they just qui-
etly went around us,” Anne 
Levin said. 

She immediately brought 
the furball — now named 
“Suzy BQE” — to the Park 
Slope Veterinary Center, 
where doctors found the cat’s 
fur had been scraped off her 
tail and feet, injuries probably 
sustained after being dragged 
underneath a car. 

Really, the 1-year-old puss 
is lucky to be alive, Anne 
Levin said.

“Of all the things that could 
have potentially happened, 
she’s very fortunate,” she said. 
“She’d been out there awhile, 
she was pretty cold.” 

Loretta, the cat rescued 
by Steve Levin (D–Boerum 
Hill), was equally beat up — 
 he found it bullet-ridden and 
pregnant on a Williamsurg 
stretch of the roadwa y.

Vets will need to ampu-
tate Suzy BQE’s mutilated 

Cat alert!
Another Levin saves an 
injured feline from BQE

(Above) Suzy BQE en-
joys being wrapped in 
a towel inside the vet’s 
office, instead of sitting 
outside in the rain. (Left) 
Anne Levin braved the 
Brooklyn-Queens Ex-
pressway to rescue the 
cat last Tuesday. 
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tail eventually, but she isn’t 
yet strong enough for the sur-
gery.

The cat will go up for adop-
tion once she is fully recov-
ered, and Anne Levin is bank-
ing on finding a safe home 
where she’ll have many more 
of her nine lives left to live. 

“We’re hoping to find her 
a home where she’ll stay off 
freeways,” she said. 

But in the meantime, Suzy 
BQE’s surgery will cost up 
to $1,000 and the Brooklyn 
Bridge Animal Welfare Coali-
tion is currently taking dona-
tions to help pay for the pro-
cedure. 

Those interesting in 
giving money can e-mail 
brooklynbridgeanimals@
yahoo.com.

By Caroline Spivack
Brooklyn Paper

This underdog is making 
a comeback! 

Feltman’s of Coney Island 
is returning to the People’s 
Playground, where the res-
taurant’s founder invented the 
hot dog 150 years ago. The 
original Feltman’s closed in 
1954, but a historian-turned-
restaurateur has resurrected 
the brand and is bringing it 
back to Coney to keep the 
founder’s story alive.

“I always wanted to bring 
back the original Coney Is-
land hot dog, and I want to 
make sure everyone knows 

who Charles Feltman is,” said 
Michael Quinn, who revived 
the recipe used by founder 
Charles Feltman —  the man 
who taught a young bun slicer 
named Nathan Handwerker 
everything he knew about 
franks .  “I want to bring this 
obscure figure back to light 
— he was a very important 
player in Coney Island. He 
believed in Coney Island be-
fore anyone else did.” 

Feltman’s will return to its 
birthplace this summer, re-
placing the shuttered Cyclone 
Cafe and White Castle at W. 
10th Street and Surf Avenue 
on land that is now owned by 

Hot dog! 
Feltman’s of Coney Island 
returns to the beach

Luna Park. The park is leas-
ing the lot to Quinn, where 
he’ll fling franks for custom-
ers at the sit-down hot-dog 
stand and through a kiosk in 
the back. 

The 8-inch dog is made 
out of uncured beef with Felt-
man’s secret spice blend. And 
the succulent sausage comes 

in a smaller, skinless version 
for kids — to eliminate the 
choking hazard of a casing. 

Feltman’s brick-and-mor-
tar Coney home will officially 
open its doors on Memorial 
Day, but Quinn will set up a 
kiosk after noon on April 9 
for the amusement district’s 
opening day. 

Historian turned restaurateur Michael Quinn is 
bringing Feltman’s of Coney Island back to the Peo-
ple’s Playground.
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IN PRINT
Pick up Brooklyn Paper every 
Friday across Greenpoint, 
Williamsburg, Bushwick, Downtown, 
and Brownstone Brooklyn. Each 
paper delivers news, arts, sports, 
and parenting in one package. 

ON YOUR COMPUTER, 
PHONE, OR TABLET
No one else covers Brooklyn like 
BrooklynPaper.com. The site is 
updated throughout the day, 
offering the latest local coverage 
with more depth than any other 
web publication.

IN YOUR INBOX, 
NEWSFEED, OR TIMELINE
Brooklyn Paper will come to you, too.
Follow us on Twitter at @Brooklyn_
Paper, like us on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/BrooklynPaper, and 
sign up for our e-mail news letter at 
BrooklynPaper.com/about/alerts.

THREE WAYS TO LOVE

BROOKLYN PAPER and BrooklynPaper.com
Your go-to source for a daily dose of Brooklyn!

How can 366,000 
newspaper readers 
in Brooklyn help 
your business?

CNG’s newspapers — Brooklyn Paper, Courier Life, 
and Caribbean Life — have been an important part 
of the Brooklyn advertising landscape for decades. 
Our weekly newspapers let you target a specific 
neighborhood or reach all parts of the borough with 
your advertising message. And with the borough’s 

largest household coverage, that’s a lot of Brooklyn!

If that’s not enough, we can spread your message outside of Brooklyn with CNG’s 
Queens, Bronx and Manhattan newspapers.

Give us a call at 718-260-2510. You’ll speak with a CNG advertising professional 
who can help you develop a plan that’s right for you.

718-260-2510

A 
new airport is about to 
open on 44th Street, just 
west of Times Square. It 

has 17 gates, plenty of parking, 
34 gift stores and, of course, 
planes taking off and landing 
day and night. Best of all, a 
ticket only costs $25.

That’s because this airport 
is the jewel in the crown of 
Gulliver’s Gate, a mind-bog-
gling scale model of the world, 
unlike anything I’d ever seen 
(including that  cool model of 
New York City at the Queens 
Museum ). 

Buildings the size of lug-
gage, paperclip-high peo-
ple, dogs no bigger than jel-
lybeans, and hats the size of 
cake crumbs — the place is a 
riot of minutiae. But equally 
thrilling is the fact that as you 
walk though this world in min-
iature you take a couple of 
steps to tour Grand Central 
Station (peering at the 4, 5, 
and 6 subways underneath), 
then a few feet later you’re 
in Paris, with a stopover in 
Rome. Then it is on to Beijing, 
Buenos Aires, Stonehenge, 
and Angkor Wat. Can the 
Pyramids be far behind?

Of course not. They’re right 
across from the Red Square. 
And all along the way, jokes 
and juxtapositions await any-
one who looks a little closer: 
Who is crossing London’s Ab-
bey Road? Four mini mop-
topped musicians. And look 
over there, below sea level: a 
yellow submarine! 

The exhibit, the size of a 
city block, opened on April 

6 and represents the work of 
600 artists. It is expected to 
welcome up to 4,000 peo-
ple — real ones, life size — 
daily, and take 90 minutes to 
walk around. The adult ticket 
price becomes $36 after about 
a month of previews, with 
the place poised to become 
a Times Square attraction ev-
ery bit as quintessential as a 
Broadway show, or hug from 
a slightly drunk Elmo.

“And all the while, things 
are happening,” said Gulliv-
er’s marketing director, Ja-
son Hackett, as he toured me 
around the world, still being 
assembled. “Lights and bells 
— constant motion — it’s an 
amazing symphony of inter-
action.” 

Cars honk and trains toot 
above the hum of ambient 
sound recorded in whatever 
country you’re looking at. 
And then there are 137 dif-
ferent keyholes you can put 
your key in to make some-
thing else happen: Your face 
appears in the pounding wa-
ter of Niagara Falls, or a vol-
cano erupts. What’s more, if 
you want to add yourself as a 
citizen of the world, you can 

have an itsy-bitsy 3D print of 
yourself placed in one of 15 
crowd scenes — for instance, 
in front of the Louvre.

The day I visited, two 
sculptors were busy carv-
ing a mountain for Guang-
zhou, China, while boxes of 
parsley-sized trees were being 
unloaded into Europe. South 
America had been held up at 
customs — all the overseas 
countries were actually made 
overseas. And Melanie Jel-
acic, a model maker, was 
working on the airport.

“We want it to look very 
modern,”  said Jelacic, who’d 
previously created window 
displays at stores including 
Macy’s and Tiffany’s. 

The Gulliver airport is hy-
per-realistic. That means that 
in the shops you can see — if 
you squint — there’s candy, 
cosmetics, souvenirs, and 
even a rack of neck pillows.

“Each pillow is so tiny, 
smaller than a sequin,” said 
Jelacic. And then there are 
the Gulliver’s Gate mugs. 
“They’re smaller than an 
ant — they’re like the back 
end of an ant. A lot of the 
times, if you drop them on the 

floor, they just disappear. I’ve 
dropped chairs, which are a 
little easier to find, but I also 
dropped a tray of vases that 
just rolled onto the floor and 
I lost them.”

Although we’re talking 
about a scale model airport, it 
is still bigger than most Man-
hattan apartments — 2,000 
square feet, with 11 workers 
weaving around each other. 

“Our team has to climb un-
der and over the table,” said 
Jelacic. “That’s a knee-killer. 
It’s a big dance trying to stay 
out of engineering and elec-
trical’s way.”

Inside the airport, there 
will be mini people sleeping 
in chairs, re-charging their 
phones, and, of course, racing 
to catch their planes. To add to 
the real-feel, the model makers 
even built an art deco aban-
doned terminal, surrounded 
by a pockmarked roadway and 
dead grass. Meantime, the “in 
use” tarmac will be buzzing 
with luggage trucks, and lit-
tered with tire rubber from 
the planes constantly taking 
to the sky.

Even after the exhibit 
opens, Jelanic and crew will 
be adding, tweaking, fixing, 
perhaps forever. Visitors will 
be able to watch it change.

Which is pretty much how 
it works in the actual size 
world, too.

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker, author of the 
book and blog Free-Range 
Kids, and a contributor at 
Reason.com.

The world in Times Square

By Lenore Skenazy

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

They kneaded that! 
Kids prepping for Passover 

had the unleavened experi-
ence of a lifetime when they 
got a chance to make their 
very own matzoh — at the 
Jewish Children’s Museum in 
Crown Heights on April 2. But 
getting a taste of the beloved 
bread wasn’t even half as fun 
as playing with it, said Bergen 
Beacher Alex Mermelstein, 
who made the dough with his 

wife and 10-month-old. 
“It was a lot of fun, my son 

was very excited to play with 
the rolling pan and all the tools 
we got to use, and of course 
the dough itself,” he said. “The 
museum staff was incredible, 
they did everything they could 
to make the kids have a lot of 
fun and the adults had a lot of 
fun, we had a great time.”

The youngsters learned the 
history of the holiday and food  
and got to sample it right out 
of the oven. 

Kids make matzoh from scratch

Nechama Welton entertains the kids at the museum 
during the matzoh-making event.
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Planned Service Changes

WEEKNIGHTS 
10:30 PM to 5 AM, Mon to Fri
Apr 3 – 7, Apr 10 – 14

No trains between Lorimer St and Broadway Junction

Free shuttle buses provide alternate service

L service operates in two sections:
 1. Between Rockaway Pkwy and Broadway Junction
 2. Between 8 Av and Lorimer St

Travel Alternatives:
 •  Free shuttle buses make all L station stops between Lorimer St and Broadway Junction.
 •  At Lorimer St, transfer between G L trains and shuttle buses, located on 
    Metropolitan Av at Union Av.
 •  At Myrtle-Wyckoff Avs, transfer between M trains and shuttle buses, located on 
    Wyckoff Av at Myrtle Av.
 •    A or J  
 •  Transfer between A J L trains and free shuttle buses at Broadway Junction, located 
     on Fulton St at Van Sinderen Av.

Stay Informed
Call 511 and say “Current Service Status,” look for informational posters in stations, or visit

 

mta.info – where you can access the latest Planned Service Changes information, use  
TripPlanner+, and sign up for free email and text alerts.

 
© 2017 Metropolitan Transportation Authority

service to/from Manhattan is available via transfer at Broadway Junction. 


