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B’BRIDGE PARK CONFIDENTIAL
Planners, Brooklyn Heights Association work to solve Pier 6 grievances behind closed doors
By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Brooklyn Bridge Park officials and lead-
ers of the Brooklyn Heights Association 
are cooking up a secret plan to resolve the 
fight over building income-producing lux-
ury apartments at Pier 6 instead of creat-
ing more public green space there.

Officials from both groups got together 
last Thursday after a judge hearing a case 
filed by the Heights Association claiming 
the towers were an unnecessary extrav-
agance  ordered them to work out their 
problems  before returning to court on 
Tuesday. And at Tuesday’s hearing, Judge 
Lucy Billings shuffled the combatants 
into her chambers for nearly two hours 
to come up with a solution, and some on 
the inside say there has been movement 
toward an agreement.

“Each side has made proposals on a 
possible resolution,” said Richard Ziegler, 
the attorney for the Brooklyn Heights As-
sociation, after the closed-door proceed-
ings.

The details of the alternative plans are 
confidential, he said, and declined to com-
ment on specifics, but claimed the Heights 
Association is threatening to stop negoti-
ations with the park and continue the law-
suit if a confidentiality agreement — which 
bans both sides from discussing talks with 
outsiders — is not lifted.

“The BHA wants to be able to share 
with the leaders in the local community 
who are not part of the BHA, who the 
BHA has been working closely with,” said 
Ziegler, on Wednesday. “So far, they’ve 
refused to let us do that.”

Towers have been  long been on the table 

for the site at the foot of Atlantic Avenue , 
where the Brooklyn Bridge Park Develop-
ment Corporation claims income from the 
28- and 14-story structures will pay for  main-
tenance that will keep wood-eating crusta-
ceans called marine borers from chomping 
away at the pier’s timber pilings .

But activists say the park is already flush 
with cash, doesn’t need to construct the two 
high-rises to begin with, and should  focus 
on building more parkland at the site .

The association filed the lawsuit last 
summer alleging that park honchos were 
violating their agreement to build only the 
bare minimum of housing required to pay 
for the green space’s upkeep.

Thursday’s two-and-a-half hour meeting 
“did not seem to be all that productive,” 
Ziegler said, so the judge made the move 
to continue negotiations in her office. 

Some activists on the outside looking 
in say they would like to see park officials 
offer a compromise that includes additions 
such as a new entrance on Atlantic Av-
enue and recreation center that includes 
an ice-skating rink and pool. 

“We will settle if there is something for 
the park,” said Judi Francis, who is the pres-
ident of advocacy group Brooklyn Bridge 
Park Defense Fund. “If we have to give in it 
will be for things that are right for the park 
and the people who use the park.” 

The case is scheduled to go to court 
again on April 26 at 2:30 pm, but that could 
be pushed back if negotiations happen. 

The New York City law department, 
which is representing the park, did not 
return a request for comment. 

Developer Ral Companies and Affil-
iates declined to comment.

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

He’s the pied drummer of Park 
Slope!

The city wrongly slapped a Park Sloper 
with $600 in fines when inspectors found 
evidence of rats infesting his 15th Street 
building — because the homeowner in-
sists he’d already driven the pests out 
by beating on his drum.

“The whole house had rats before, but 
since I started to play drums I found out 
none of them are in the house, they’re 
afraid of the drumming,” said Solomon 
Shlomo. “I want to open an investiga-
tion to find why I received two sum-

mons from nothing.”
The city’s health department inspected 

Shlomo’s pad between Fifth and Sixth 
avenues on two occasions following 
a 2015 fire that gutted the building’s 
top floor, and discovered rat burrows 
and hair, in addition to piles of debris 
inspectors claimed would attract the 
pesky rodents.

And Shlomo in no way denies the 
furry undesirables called his house a 
home — once upon a time — but that 
they’d all fled well before city inspec-
tors showed up as a result of his new-
found drumming hobby, which he claims 
scared the bejesus out of his cheese-lov-

Rat-a-tat-tat 
Sloper claims he scared off rodents 
with his drums before city’s fi ne

City inspectors descended on 
Park Sloper Solomon Shlomo’s 
15th Street building following a 
fire in 2015, and fined him $600 
for violations related to an alleged 
rat infestation.
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Park Slope property owner Solomon Shlomo claims he drove out the 
rats infesting his 15th Street property by playing the drums.
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ing roommates.
“I was drumming and I had the rats, 

and all of a sudden, while I was drum-

ming the rats were flying out,” Shlomo 
said. “And in a couple of days I didn’t 
have any rats.”

Schlomo took his drumming de-
fense to the city’s Office of Hearings 
and Tribunals after receiving the sum-
mons, but judges there weren’t hear-
ing any of it. 

“They didn’t believe me,” Shlomo 
said. “They thought it was a hoax.”

He then petitioned the mayor’s of-
fice for relief from the fines, which he 
claimed forwarded his letters back to 
the Health Department, and Council-
man Brad Lander’s office was unable to 
get the agency to drop its case against 
the Park Slope man, he said.

He now plans on writing Gov. Cuomo, 
whom he hopes will launch an investiga-
tion that will overturn the violations.

In the meantime, Shlomo plans on 
keeping up with his novel form of pest 
control.

“Every two or three days, I play a 
couple moments to make sure they don’t 
come anymore,” he said.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Brooklyn Bridge Park is in foul 
trouble! 

The corporation that runs the wa-

terfront park must finally do some-
thing to keep hordes of rowdy kids 
from flooding Brooklyn Heights, de-
manded a local leader after cops shut 
part of the meadow for the second time 

this year on April 11 during a basket-
ball tournament, sending hundreds of 
teens down Joralemon Street. 

“It’s insane … the park doesn’t take 
any responsibility,” said Linda De-

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

The plantergate saga contin-
ues!

Someone moved one of several 
large potted shrubs directly into 
the path of the Jay Street bike lane 
Downtown on April 14, the latest 
in a recent series of incidents in 
which the planters, installed by the 
city to deter illegal parking in the 
biking route, have been mysteri-
ously relocated.

“There was just a big planter 
that’s been moving left and right 
around Jay Street and it was 
squarely in the center of the bike 
lane,” said Boerum Hill resident 
Matthew Wolsky, who encountered 
it as he biked to work during the 
morning rush hour.

Game of musical planters on Jay
Heavy pots placed to deter illegal parking again pushed aside 

The giant planter was sit-
ting in the middle of the Jay 
Street bike lane the morning 
of April 14.
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He successfully navigated around 
the misplaced planter, but said he 
was convinced that whoever cre-
ated the roadblock must have done 
it on purpose.

“I don’t think it was an acci-
dent; it was intentional,” Wol-
sky said.

The city Department of Trans-
portation put six of the pots in the 
striped channel between the bus and 
bike lanes last month, and  scoff-
laws have been relentlessly shuf-
fling them around ever since .

Workers for business booster 
group the Downtown Brooklyn 
Partnership have been  given the 
Herculean task of moving the plant-
ers back when they’re out of place, 
and now must rise to the challenge 
several times a week, according 

to a spokeswoman .
The shrub-shifting suspect re-

mains unknown, but must be strong 
or have some help —  it takes at least 
two Downtown Brooklyn Partner-
ship workers to push each pot back 
into its correct spot .

A transportation department 
spokeswoman said the agency was 
planning to notify the Partnership 
about the latest planter-moving in-
cident and refused to say whether 
it had yet cooked up a plan to keep 
the pots in one place. 

In other Jay Street news, the city 
installed a plastic barrier with short 
posts, or bollards, sprouting out of 
it — otherwise known as a “Qwick 
curb” — on Monday in a bid to pre-
vent drivers from parking in the bus 
lane alongside MetroTech. 

By Moses Jefferson
for Brooklyn Paper

She’s gonna make it af-
ter all!

Sunny’s Bar owner Tone Bal-
zano says she raised $30,000 
in just one week  after appear-
ing on Brooklyn Paper Radio  
to promote her latest efforts 
to save the 100-year-old bar 
from being sold, torn down, 
and tossed onto the scrapheap 
of gentrification.

Daily News columnist — 
and Brooklyn Paper Radio 
co-host — Gersh Kuntzman 
followed with  his own story  
that also aided the fund-rais-
ing effort.

“You guys really put out 
the Bat-signal for Sunny’s,” 
Balzano told Kuntzman and 
Brooklyn Paper Editor Vince 
DiMiceli. “I’ve been getting 
checks in the mail and some 
are like $1,000 and some are 
$10. It’s so touching.”

The radio show and subse-
quent Kuntzman Kolumn re-
ported that Balzano needed to 
raise just $65,000 of the $2.6 
million  she needs to buy out 
relatives of her late husband, 
Sunny Balzano,  and own out-
right the building housing the 
waterfront bar. Balzano has un-
til July 31 to raise the money — 
and now only needs $35,000.

Kuntzman said he was 
confident she would make it, 
though he reminded listeners 
that he was equally confident 
that Hillary Clinton would win 
on Nov. 8 and that British vot-
ers would reject leaving the Eu-
ropean Union.

“No, we’re going to make 
it,” Balzano said. “New York 
is getting so used to getting 
burned, that we just accept it. 
This is not that story. I am not 
going to let that happen.”

The money, she said, is trick-
ling in because “Sunny’s tick-
les the human spirit in that spe-
cial way,” prompting DiMiceli 

Radio rescue!
BP helps raise $30K for Sunny’s

The large crowds in Brooklyn 
Bridge Park last week prompted 
the NYPD to shut part of the green 
space. Brooklyn Heights residents 
are demanding change.

HEIGHTS HITS BREAKING POINT
Rosa, president of the Willowtown As-
sociation, which is comprised of resi-

See PARK  on page 9

See RADIO  on page 9
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W
e went to Spain and 
Morocco over the 
spring break. I am ob-

sessed with Moorish architec-
ture, with its beautiful tiles 
and jewelry and paint hues. 
And I am set on showing my 
children that the others are 
not the enemy. 

Travel is crucial to this, It 
upends all the stereotypes we 
mislearn, and lets us see the 
beauty of other cultures.

Looking at the castles and 
medinas that span centuries is 
humbling, because our coun-
try is so new and modern be-
cause it was created in modern 
times, not fixed and patched 
over hundreds of years. 

And we can learn a lot by 
listening to what the others 
say.

The tales of times of peace 
and tolerance are the ones that 
rouse me the most. The last 
time I was in Spain, I visited 
the town of Toledo after being 
inspired by an El Greco paint-
ing I had seen at the Metropol-
itan Museum of Art. Standing 
on a hilltop gazing over the an-
cient city, our guide explained 
how the Muslims, Jews, and 
Visigoths lived in harmony for 
hundreds of years. My heart 
soared. Peace. For hundreds 
of years. 

There are still signs for the 
Jewish Quarter in Cordoba, 
where the processions for Eas-
ter filled the streets; and stars 
of David are found in Chefcha-
ouen, where the prayers from 
the Mosque can be heard in the 
square throughout the day. 

My children identify as 
Jews, maybe because I sent 
them to Hebrew school for a 
few years and have tried to 
keep some traditions from my 
youth alive. But the ‘Us’ and 
‘Them’ divisions of religion 
scare me. I want them to get to 
know people by how they are 

treated by them, not by what 
religion they follow. I want 
them to dismiss the idea that 
all the others would want to do 
them harm, because the oth-
ers they have met have proven 
otherwise. 

Of course, there are plenty 
of others right here in Brook-
lyn — and out there in Amer-
ica. I was born in the desert ba-
sin of Tucson, Arizona, where 
we bought fresh green corn ta-
males from Native American 
women in front of the grocery 
store, and fresh flour tortillas 
from a place on the South side 
of town, where many Mexican 
immigrants lived. We drove 
45 minutes to Mexico some-
times, sans passports, parking 
in the lot at the Safeway super-
market on the U.S. side. We 
passed through the turnstile 
at customs to get yummy tur-
tle soup for lunch, and to shop 
for silver bracelets and colorful 
marionettes, for wooden boxes 
and leather sandals. 

The Catholics reigned in my 
town, and I went with them to 
church sometimes. I liked their 
songs and the way they ended 
Mass with, “Peace be with you. 
And also with you.” 

My favorite class at the 
weekly Hebrew school I went 
to on Thursday evenings at 
a local synagogue was “Jews 
and Other Views.” It was the 
only class where I paid atten-
tion, to the Hari Krishna and 
the Buddhist, the Muslim and 
the Baptist.

I am so intrigued by other 

Listening brings us together

religions, and what different 
people believe. I have loved 
raising my children in Brook-
lyn, letting them learn first-
hand about the similarities 
and differences of people 
from other cultures through 

friendships with Australians 
and Spaniards, Italians and 
Polish. They go to school with 
Muslims, Christians, Jews, 
atheists, and Buddhists.

Our travel is a blessing. We 
find like minds in all places. 
I hope to pass this legacy on 
to my children. 

Progress happens when 
we cross borders and hear 
the things others have to say. 
And tell them what is on our 
minds

There is so much for us to 
learn once we hear the sto-
ries.

Fearless 
Parenting
By Stephanie Thompson

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Of course, there was egg-
citement in the air!

Hundreds of pastel-clad 
youngsters brought their 
game faces to a fierce Eas-
ter egg hunt in Fort Greene 
Park on Saturday, according 
to one dad who witnessed 

the action. 
“There was a lot of com-

petition and everybody was 
hustling,” said Sean Moore, 
whose 4-year-old twins Cam-
eron and Corey found five 
eggs.

But kids didn’t have to look 
hard for the colorful bounty — 
the bunny “hid” 2,000 pieces 
of the treasure by just lay-

ing them down on the green-
space’s grass and beneath its 
trees, making it easy for the 
kids to collect their loot.

“They were basically right 
there where you could see 
them,” Moore said.

It is unclear why the Eas-
ter Bunny — a magical crea-
ture who hides eggs once a 
year — didn’t quite do his job, 

Bunny business! 

(Left) Alexis Souther-
land Anekwe and her 
son Amari got into the 
Easter spirit at Fort 
Greene Park’s egg hunt 
with their bunny ears. 
(Above) Two-year-old 
Roslyn Rivera shows off 
her basket.
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Tots hunt for eggs in Fort Greene Park
and, as usual, he could not be 
reached for comment.

Along with the egg-trava-
ganza, kids colored, creating 
crafts, and were visited by the 
furry face of the spring holi-
day, an appearance that made 
at least one little guy’s day.

“The bunny was so much 
fun,” said Alexis Souther-
land Anekwe, who brought 
her 1-year-old son Amari and 
husband. “It was his first time 
seeing the Easter Bunny and 
he loved it.”

By Alexandra Simon
Brooklyn Paper

It was non-stop Big Top.
Dozens of Brooklyn youths 

got an entertaining spring-
time surprise last week when 
the colorful, boisterous Uni-
verSoul Circus came roaring 
through their East Flatbush 
youth center.

The much-publicized cir-
cus, currently on tour around 
the city, paid a rare neighbor-
hood visit to nearly 100 un-
derserved kids at the Mad-
ison Square Boys and Girls 
Club on Bedford Avenue on 
April 14, and was received 
with waves of laughter and 
cheers.

“It was a very a unique op-
portunity because it’s not ev-
ery day a circus comes to you 
versus you going to the cir-
cus,” said Stan King, club-
house director at the youth 
center. “Some parents might 
not have the means to take 
their kids to a circus, so the 
fact that they were able to 
come to the Boys and Girls 
club and perform for our crowd 

Circus surprises local kids

was a positive thing.”
The brightly-costumed 

performers had their young 
audience in awe with breath-

taking acrobatics, limbo and 
balancing acts, and a dance 
exhibition-off. After the 
theatrics, they fielded ques-

Children met entertainers from the UniverSoul Cir-
cus before they performed a few of their spectacu-
lar acts.
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tions about the 23-year-old 
traveling circus from curi-
ous youngsters, who had a 
lot to ask.

“They were speaking to our 
young people and telling them 
about the history behind the 
circus, how it was founded, 
and why they bring acts from 
around the world,” King said. 
“It was an absolutely great 
and wonderful opportunity 
for the kids to comment and 
they were very happy to an-
swer their questions.”

The Madison Square Boys 
and Girls Club operates facil-
ities in the Bronx and Brook-
lyn, serving mostly youths of 
color ages 6 through 18, and 
saw the UniverSoul appear-
ance as a coup. 

“We provide a vital ser-
vice for the community and 
we open our doors when kids 
need us the most. It’s some-
thing that is really needed in 
the community and being able 
to partner with the circus for 
entertainment and activities, 
gives the kids a chance to see 
something positive and that 
uplifting,” King said.
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AND EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMING FOCUSED ON SUSTAINABLE CONSERVATION PRACTICES AND WILDLIFE PROTECTION.

By Alexandra Simon
Brooklyn Paper

They went from not feeling 
it to seriously wheeling it.

Citi Bikes got a dubious 
reception when they arrived 
in Bedford-Stuyvesant in 
2013; now, many locals are 
singing the bike-sharing pro-
gram’s praises.

Residents initially opposed 
the bikes and their space-hog-
ging curbside docks because 
they saw them as evidence 
of encroaching gentrifica-
tion, said a representative of 
the Bedford-Stuyvesant Res-
toration Corporation, which 
launched a pro-Citi Bike cam-
paign about a year after rows 
of the two-wheelers started 
showing up on area streets.

“The effort was challeng-
ing in neighborhoods going 
through gentrification, and I 
think oftentimes when peo-
ple see change in their com-
munity, they see that change 
as another signal of that,” said 
Tracey Capers, a vice presi-
dent of the corporation, which 
surveyed Bedford-Stuyvesant 
locals and concluded that bike 
use in the area should be en-
couraged.

“We were looking at the 

Bed-Stuy: Citi Bikes the ride stuff
Group’s pro-bike-sharing campaign turned skepticism to praise  

Vice president of the Bedford-Stuyvesant Restoration Coroporation, Tracey 
Capers, fourth from left, and Councilman Robert E. Cornegy, on one of Resto-
ration’s community bike rides.
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health of the neighborhood, 
jobs, and environmental de-
velopment, and when Citi 
Bike came to the neighbor-
hood we took that on as an ef-
fort to see how we can change 
the conversation,” said Ca-
pers. “We mounted a multi-
faceted plan and strategy of 
acceptance of Citi Bike into 

the community.”
Residents surveyed by Res-

toration representatives said 
they were concerned about 
the safety and affordability 
of Citi Bikes, how to operate 
them, and whether they were 
primarily intended to be used 
by newcomers to the area. Ca-
pers said the corporation re-

sponded by holding Citi Bike-
themed community events, 
and distributing brochures and 
posters around the neighbor-
hood showing blacks and La-
tinos riding the bikes.

“We showed them that it 
can be used as a tool and it 
can be used by them,” said 
Capers. “To create a culture 

of biking we held family-cen-
tered events with children so 
they can learn to ride, and 
showed them that it was ex-
ercise, it’s affordable, and it 
can save you time.”

The Restoration Corpora-
tion has tracked the growth of 
the Citi Bike program since 
its arrival in Bedford-Stuyve-
sant, and reports that ridership 
spiked in the year between 
May 2015 and May 2016, ris-
ing 56 percent during that pe-
riod as compared to a 46 per-
cent jump citywide. The tally 
among residents of New York 
City Housing Authority de-
velopments in the neighbor-
hood was even more dramatic, 
with Citi Bike trips skyrock-
eting 225 percent from May 
2015 to May 2016.

Those results have con-
vinced Capers and her Resto-
ration Corporation colleagues 
that predominantly minority 
communities across the city 
should embrace Citi Bike.

“We want to get these [in] 
more [minority] communities 
because the bikes are more 
environmentally friendly, 
and they allow residents to 
commute efficiently and more 
comfortably in their neigh-
borhoods,” she said.

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

It was a passion play!
Thousands of Chris-

tians commemorated the 
Passion of Jesus by march-
ing over the Brooklyn 
Bridge during the 22nd 
Way of the Cross proces-
sion on Good Friday.

Believers walked be-
hind a large wooden 
cross — carried this 
year by Bay Ridgite Vi-
taliy Kuzmin — from St. 
James Cathedral Basilica 
in Brooklyn Heights, over 
the span and into Manhat-
tan, singing hymns dur-
ing the journey, and lis-
tened to gospel passages 

Crossing the bridge
The annual procession brings out thousands of Christians.
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as they reflected on their be-
lief in Jesus’s last days of life 
and resurrection.

The tradition of carrying 
the cross over the bridge came 
to Brooklyn in 1996 when 
a handful of people walked 
the span. Since then, it has 
grown to become a spring 
custom for thousands who 
kick off Easter by making 
the trek each year — a sen-
timent echoed by at one sat-
isfied participant.

“It was just a good feel-
ing, it’s wonderful to start 
off a Good Friday in such a 
lovely way with all of these 
people,” said Bay Ridge res-
ident Elizabeth Garry, who 
walked with her family.

Bay Ridgite Vitaliy Kuz-
min carried the cross for 
the  annual “Way of the 
Cross over the Brooklyn 
Bridge” Good Friday 
procession on April 14.
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By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

It’s a kinder garden!
The owner of a soon-to-

open German restaurant in 
Boerum Hill promised he 
won’t put a beer garden in its 
backyard after learning locals 
thought it would be a nuisance 
— and nixing the plan would 
make their quest for a liquor 
license go down smooth.

Speaking at a liquor license 
hearing at Community Board 
2, Tobias Holler said he would 
shelve plans to sell brews in 

the back of the second incar-
nation of his Black Forest res-
taurant if it will keep neigh-
bors happy.

“We felt it was the right 
thing to do to not start on a 
bad foot,” he said.

Boerum Hillers began ral-
lying against the plan in late 
March when a sign on the store-
front at the corner of Smith 
and Warren streets announced 
plans to sell booze in its L-
shaped backyard that is sur-
rounded by six apartments. 

That prompted Holler 

and his wife, who also run a 
Black Forest restaurant on Ful-
ton Street in Fort Greene, to 
consider other, quieter uses for 
the space, including growing 
tomatoes or employee park-
ing, he said.

Once residents learned of 
the new plans, they ended their 
opposition, and the commit-
tee approved the application 
unanimously.

Of course, it is only a 
promise, and owners won’t 
rule out eventually selling 
hooch there.

Beer hall-elujah
Owners of new Boerum Hill restaurant 
promise they will keep drinking inside

But one Fort Greener 
who frequents the Fulton 
Street outpost said that lo-
cals have nothing to worry 
about, painting the eatery as 
a place for people to get a 
meal and a beer, not spend 
their entire night wildly 

chugging Hoegaardens.
“It’s really much more of a 

restaurant, it’s very casual,” 
said the local. 

And Holler assured resi-
dents that they can expect the 
same G-rated atmosphere in 
Boerum Hill. 

Black Forest will soon move into this Smith Street 
storefront.
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By Caroline Spivack
Brooklyn Paper

Pandemonium erupted 
in Coney Island on Sunday 
when someone threw a glass 
bottle and amusement park-
goers mistook the sound for 
gunshots, according to police. 
A wave of panic swept the 
crowd and even those who 
didn’t hear the supposed 
gunfire began running  for 
their lives. 

“I honestly didn’t hear 

much, but I saw everybody 
running away and I didn’t 
want to stick around and find 
out why,” said Coney Islander 
Joaquin Marshall, who was 
out with friends when the 
confusion ensued. “People 
were tripping all over them-
selves trying to get out of 
there. I thought it must be 
gunshots.”

A panicked stampede of 
friends and family formerly 
enjoying their Easter Sunday 

at the People’s Playground 
poured out of Luna Park and 
fled on Surf Avenue.

People trampled each 
other as they dashed down 
the thoroughfare, parents 
scooped up their children, 
and people raced into res-
taurants. 

But the fears were un-
founded and police quashed 
the frenzy on social media.  

An investigation is ongo-
ing, officials said. 

Chaos erupts in Coney 

Catholics’ annual Good Friday procession
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Architectural style made easy. 

1889 McDonald Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11223

7:30 am - 5:00 pm

7:30 am - 7:00 pm

•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

Some lout with a gun 
bashed two guys and stole one 
kid’s phone and wallet on Co-
lumbia Place on April 11. 

The victims told police that 
the jerk flashed his gray fire-
arm and hissed, “Take off your 
belt” near Joralemon Street 
at 6 pm. He then struck one 
guy in the face  — a blow that 
left him unconscious. 

Next, the brute kicked the 
kid, causing him to drop his 

phone and wallet, grabbed the 
loot, and fled, according to 
a report. 

Teen trauma 
A crew of baddies attacked 

and robbed an 18-year-old 
girl on Doughty Street on 
April 11.

The teenager was near Fur-
man Street at 4:30 pm when an 
acquaintance and seven un-
known villains punched and 
kicked her, knocking her to the 
ground, cops said. The filcher 
then took the girl’s phone out 
of her hand, along with her 
MetroCard, and fled, accord-
ing to authorities. 

Gun-toting brute knocks out guy, robs kid
Grab and go 

A sneak stole a woman’s 
wallet from her bag as she was 
shopping in a Fulton Street 
store on April 12. 

The woman was browsing 
at the store between Bridge 
and Duffield streets at 5:30 
pm and had her purse open 
in a shopping cart, a report 
said. She briefly turned away 
and pivoted back around to 
find that a weasel had taken 
her wallet. 

She told police a woman 
had handed her a dress while 
her back was turned, and that 
could have been an attempt 
to distract her. 

Cash splash 
A trio of nogoodniks 

punched and stole $5,000 from 
a woman on Atlantic Avenue 
on April 13 after threatening 
to shoot her. 

The victim was near Hoyt 
Street at 8:05 pm when an ac-
quaintance forcibly grabbed 
her and took the wad of cash, 
threatening, “B----, shut up 
or we gonna shoot you,” and 
punched her in the face. 

A couple of cads also 
assisted in the heist, then 
climbed into a Nissan Al-
tima that sped away. 

Lost prayers
Some snake stole a wom-

an’s bag from a Montague 
Street church on April 15.

The lady told cops she 
placed her bag — containing 

$180 — on the coat rack at the 
house of worship near Clinton 
Street at 12:30 pm, and when 
she returned from work to re-
trieve it, it was gone. 

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Senior scuffle 
Cops cuffed a 79-year-old 

man who allegedly hit his fel-
low senior in the head with 
a cane in a S. Oxford Street 
nursing home on April 15.

The suspect bashed his 
73-year-old victim on the nog-
gin with the stick in the home 
near Hanson Place around 1 
am after the pair got into a 
verbal dispute, police said. 
The victim sustained a frac-
ture from the blow, accord-
ing to a report. 

Mugged 
A pair of punks stole $1,400 

from a guy as he was strolling 
on Fleet Walk on April 13. 

The 57-year-old victim 
was near Prince Street at 5 
am when two baddies grabbed 
him by the collar as he passed, 
held an unknown object to the 
back of his head, and snarled 
“Don’t move.” 

The creeps then reached 
into his pockets, took the cash, 
and fled, said police.

Bejeweled
A burglar broke into a S. 

Portland Avenue home and 
took $2,600 worth of jewelry 
while its owner was gone for 
the day on April 12.

The victim told police she 
left the apartment near Lafay-
ette Avenue at 9 am and re-
turned at 7 pm to find that 
the snake had chipped fresh 
paint off the front door, cops 
said. Once inside, she discov-
ered the heister had stolen a 
gold and diamond ring, vin-
tage ring, silver watch, and 
gold ring band, authorities 
said. 

App snap
Some thief pretending to 

have a gun stole $120 from 
a Lyft driver after he picked 
him up on Court Street on 
April 15.

The baddie got into the 
driver’s car near Carroll 
Street at 12:20 am, simu-
lated having a gun, and de-
manded his money, which he 
handed over. 

Then, at approximately 3 

pm, the driver picked up the 
cad on Navy Street and the no-
goodnik requested that he take 
a picture of him. The driver 
sent the snap to the lout’s 
phone and he fled. 

Struck out 
Police arrested a guy who 

allegedly smashed a teenager 
over the head with a baseball 
bat on Monument Walk on 
April 14.

The suspect struck the 
19-year-old with the stick near 
Myrtle Avenue at 9:40 pm be-
fore another woman punched 
her in the nose, said cops.

— Lauren Gill

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Smashed
Cops busted a man for driv-

ing drunk after he allegedly 
fled the scene of a Park Place 
collision on April 9.

The arresting officer re-
ported he was two blocks away 
from the accident near Van-
derbilt Avenue at 6:30 pm, 
when two men flagged him 
down and claimed they were 
rear-ended by the suspect, 
who then took off on foot.

The men were following 
the suspect when they spot-
ted the patrolmen, and flagged 
him down, cops said.

Upon detaining the sus-
pect, the officer found he 
reeked of booze and tests later 

revealed he had a blood-al-
cohol content of .197, more 
than twice the legal limit, 
said police.

Import export
A thief drove off with a 

woman’s Toyota four-door she 
parked on Second Street on 
April 5.

The victim told police that 
she left her Japanese import 
between Fifth and Sixth ave-
nues at 3:30 pm, and returned 
the following day to find a 
completely different car in 
place of her gray sedan.

April fools
Cops busted a 37-year-

old man who they say stole 
packages containing wom-
en’s clothing from a Sixth 
Avenue apartment building 
on April 1.

The victim told police she 
lives at the property between 
14th and 15th streets, where 
numerous deliveries of kimo-
nos and skirts she was ex-
pecting were snatched from 
the lobby.

The woman went to the 
building’s superintendent, 
who turned over surveillance 
footage showing the suspect 
grabbing the victim’s stuff at 
1:30 pm that day, cops said.

Feel the beat
Two men were arrested for 

allegedly beating a man on 
Carroll Street on April 4.

The victim told police he 
was between Nevins Street 
and Third Avenue at 4:30 
pm when one of the sus-
pects socked him in the face, 
opening up a gash over his 
left eye.

Andrew Jacked
Some con ripped off a 

Fifth Avenue market on 
April 6, buying eggs with a 
fake $20.

An employee told police 
he was working behind the 
counter of the quickie mart 
between 13th and 14th streets 
at 6:30 pm, when the man pur-
chased a carton of eggs with 
the bogus bill, and he handed 
over a fistful of actual cash 
in change.

Poor shelter
Some creep attacked a 

woman without warning in-
side a Ninth Avenue home-
less shelter on April 8.

The victim told police 
she was about to wash some 
dishes inside the refuge be-
tween Fifth and Sixth avenues 
at 9 am, when the suspect sud-
denly grabbed her and hurled 
her across the room seemingly 
without reason.

— Colin Mixson

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens–

Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Two against one 
Two goons punched a 

woman in the face and tried 
to grab her purse on Colum-
bia Street on April 14, po-
lice said.

The 29-year-old woman 
told police she was walking 
near Dwight Street at about 
2:10 pm when the two bruis-
ers waved her over and one 
of  them then punched her in 
the mouth and tried to grab 
her purse. 

One of the criminals said, 
“Gimme your bag or I’ll shoot 

you,” but he didn’t show a fire-
arm, according to authori-
ties. The curs fled without 
her purse and the woman 
was taken to a nearby hos-
pital, officials said. 

Bike snatcher 
Some punk stole a guy’s 

bike he locked up on Union 
Street on April 15, police 
said.

The victim told police he 
had parked his gray-framed 
two-wheeler with red handles 
near Columbia Street at 11 pm 
and headed out to a party for 
three hours, but when he re-
turned to his ride at 1 am, it 
was gone, said cops. 

Stolen film
A malefactor carted away 

thousands of dollars in film 
equipment from outside a film 
site on Columbia Street some-
time between April 13 and 
April 14, police said. 

The baddie ran off with an 
Apple laptop, two Canon cam-
eras, memory cards, and bat-
teries from the site near the 
Gowanus Bay Terminal be-
tween April 13 at 6:30 am to 
7 pm the next day, according 
to authorities. 

Tool thief 
A nogoodnik took off with 

a handful of tools from a guy’s 
commercial van parked on At-
lantic Avenue on April 14, po-
lice said.

The victim told police he 
parked the white 2012 van 
between Court and Clinton 
streets at 8:45 am and when he 
went back, the rear door was 
open and there was damage to 
the glass door and key hole. 
The sneak swiped sanders and 
a jigsaw, officials said. 

— Julianne Cuba

68TH PRECINCT
Bay Ridge–Dyker Heights

Timber!
Cops cuffed a guy who 

they say beat a man with a 
piece of wood at Shore Road 
on April 13. 

The victim was in his 
apartment building between 
92nd and Oliver streets at 9 
am when he was suddenly at-
tacked with the timber, police 
said. The victim knew his at-
tacker and police managed to 
arrest the suspect later that 
day, officials said. 

Ambushed
Two punks robbed a deliv-

ery man on Colonial Road and 
79th Street on April 12. 

The man told police he had 
just completed a delivery at 8 
pm when he was grabbed from 
behind and $250 was ripped 
from inside his pocket, ac-
cording to a police report. 

The thieves fled on foot 
without a trace, police said. 

Home invader
A raider ransacked a wom-

an’s 63rd Street apartment on 
April 9. 

The woman told police 
that she left her apartment 
between 10th and 11th ave-
nues for work that morning 
but when she returned at 2 
pm, her bedroom closet was 
tossed and $540 was miss-
ing, said cops. 

Other property worth 
$240 was also swiped from 
her home, said police.

— Caroline Spivack

 POLICE BLOTTER
Find more online every Wednesday at

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Police are searching 
for a guy who they say 
pulled out his junk and 
kept it there for all to see 
in the York Street subway 
station on March 7.

The man exposed his 
genitals for approximately 
five to seven minutes as he 
stood on the platform, and 
then hopped on a Coney 
Island-bound F train, ac-
cording to authorities, who 
described him as about 
35-years-old, 5-foot-9 
and 180 pounds with a 
bald head.

Police ask anyone with 
information about the 
crime to call (800) 577–
8477, submit tips at www.
nypdcrimestoppers.com, 

Cops: Guy pulled out 
junk at York station

Police are looking for 
this guy, who they say 
pulled out his genitals 
in York Street station.

N
Y

P
D

or text 274637 followed 
by TIP577. All calls are 
strictly confidential.

FOLLOW OUR 
DAILY UPDATES ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper
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By Caroline Spivack
Brooklyn Paper

T
his artist wanted to help you come out 
of your shell — and your clothes.

Stark naked Brooklynites will curl 
up in a massive bird’s nest in Boerum Hill as 
a rebirth of sorts for participants to grapple 
with heavy experiences. The project, “The 
Nest,” running at Wyckoff Bond Commu-
nity Garden from April 22 to 28, is a way 
for locals to strip away the modern world 
and get in touch with their roots in a ca-
thartic process, said the artist behind the 
experience.

“The nakedness really is about going to 
the most vulnerable place,” said photogra-
pher Debbie Baxter, who plans on docu-
menting participants’ experience. “It’s about 
stripping down and letting yourself be vul-

nerable, and letting yourself be held.”
The project began last summer and has 

toured across the country, making its way 
through a handful of states such as Oregon, 
Nevada, and Virginia. In each location, 
Baxter takes a few hours to weave enor-
mous nests out of twigs, vines, or whatever 
else is on hand, and and then photographs 
nude models in a raw moment. 

“I feel like I’m capturing humanity. The 
fragility of humanity,” said Baxter. 

The experience of the models can be en-
lightening and transformative, she said. 

“It can just be an interesting experience, 
but some are holding something. People 
hold their sexual assaults, they’re body 
confidence, or maybe they’re claiming 
their safety. It can be a symbol for differ-
ent things they’re going through.”

The journey began when Baxter experi-

mented in the backyard of her Oregon home 
and wove her first nest out of sticks as a 
way of revisiting the “womb of mother na-
ture,” she said. 

“It was a way of allowing myself to be 
nurtured and healed,” she said. “Then my 
friends started getting in the nest and it 
kept growing.”

Now more than 200 stark naked peo-
ple have climbed into nests she’s woven 
across the country, each coming away with 
a different experience based on who and 
where they are. The roost is an important 
reminder of how, despite our differences, 
we’re all human, said Baxter. 

“I love the idea of when we strip ev-
erything away we’ve all come from the 
same space,” she said. “And in Brook-
lyn there are million dollar Brownstones 
next to projects. So it’s a chance to strip 

all that down.” 
In a curtained enclosure, participants 

disrobe and simply fall into the nest in a 
relaxed, comfortable position. And as they 
ruminate, Baxter scales a ladder and snaps 
photos of their curled up catharsis. 

It will be a liberating experience for 
those who are normally camera shy — 
especially in the buff.  

“I feel it’s very freeing,” said Baxter. 
“Plus, there’s never going to be another 
chance to get naked and hop into a bird’s 
nest. Embrace it.” 

Wyckoff Bond Community Garden [195 
Wyckoff St. at Bond Street, debbiebaxter.
com, (503) 309–3371] Baxter will construct 
the nest on April 22 starting at noon. Book 
a time to climb in from noon to 6 pm on 
April 27, 28, and 30 at the website. Drop 
by for a walk-in on April 29, noon–6 pm. 

Novel nerds
These book worms are social animals! 
A science-fiction and fantasy book club called 

“Readers of the Lost Ark” brings nerdy readers 
to the Way Station bar in Prospect Heights on 

the last Saturday of every 
month to socialize and dis-
cuss the latest in alt-real-
ity fiction. The founder of 
the club said that a shared 
passion for spaceships and 
sorcery gives the group a 
focus that most book clubs 
lack, and keeps the mem-
bers coming back each 
month.

“It helps bringing together people that already 
have something in common, otherwise all read-
ers all have such different tastes,” says Heather 
Strickland, who lives in Crown Heights. “With 
us, from the beginning, there was a common 
ground. Everyone who joins has many interests 
in the outside world, but at least all are fans of 
Dr. Who and Marvel movies and the like.”

And while the stereotypical sci-fi fan is known 
for engaging in passionate and extremely nit-
picky arguments over contentious topics like 
whether the Hulk could beat up Superman [ed-
itor’s note: he can], the Readers of the Lost Ark 
are intellectually engaged and respectful, said 
Strickland. 

“People have their own favorites, but at the 
end of the day we very much appreciate every-
one’s different points of view,” she said. “It’s 
kind of the point!”

The group gives members an outlet to dis-
cuss esoteric topics such as the merits of classi-
cal vs. contemporary world-building techniques, 
and detailed guided questions — often writ-
ten by Strickland — keep the group from go-
ing too far afield. 

Each month the group chooses a different 
theme, and members suggest books to match. 
An anonymous online vote determines the next 
month’s selection. The different themes keeps 
the discussion from getting stale.

“In March we did a graphic novel, which was 
unique because all of a sudden we had to start 
taking the visual aspect into account in our dis-
cussion,” said Strickland. “In April, because of 
April Fool’s, we selected our first non sci-fi book 
[“A Visit From the Goon Squad”].”

In the two years the club has existed, it has 
attracted about 50 members on Facebook, and a 
roster of about 15 regulars meeting each month. 
Strickland, who created the club in hopes of find-
ing like-minded friends, said that her experi-
ment could not be more successful.

“Last year we had a movie-watching party 
including all the film versions of the books 
we had read,” she said. “It’s one of my fond-
est memories.”

The next meeting of Readers of The Lost Ark 
will discuss “A Visit From the Goon Squad” at 
the Way Station [683 Washington Ave. between 
Prospect and St. Marks places in Prospect 
Heights, (347) 627–4949, www.thewaystationbk.
com]. April 29 at 4 pm. Free. — Carlo Bosticco

B O O KS

Community Bookstore’s pick: “The 
Names” by Don DeLillo

If “White Noise” was Don DeLillo’s commer-
cial breakthrough, “The Names” was his stylistic 
one. Set primarily in Greece 
and India, the novel follows 
James Axton, a risk analyst 
for a company overseeing 
catastrophe insurance for 
companies abroad, possibly 
affiliated with the CIA. Ax-
ton becomes obsessed by a 
series of killings in the re-
gion, purportedly staged by 
a cult dedicated to the wor-
ship of the alphabet. DeLillo 
takes this language worship 
to heart, and each of his sentences is a master class 
in control and sound, rhythm and form.

— Hal Hlavinka, Community Bookstore [43 
Seventh Ave. between Carroll Street and Gar-
field Place in Park Slope, (718) 783–3075,  www.
commu nityb ookst ore.net ].

Word’s pick: “The Redemption of Ga-
len Pike” by Carys Davies

In the title story of this short story collection, Da-
vies sets up his shot so perfectly that you don’t see 

the target until it is already 
bleeding. The redemption 
in question bristles with an 
electric irony so sly, it might 
be easy to miss if it weren’t 
both shocking and satis-
fying. Davies throws the 
reader into a constructed re-
lationship between puritan 
do-gooder Patience Haim 
and Galen Pike, a ruffian 
awaiting the gallows. The 
tale meditates on the weird 

relational web of humans, but it also tells a damn 
good story.

— Ashanti White-Wallace, Word [126 Frank-
lin St. at Milton Street in Greenpoint, (718) 383–
0096,  www.wordbrooklyn.com ].

Greenlight Bookstore’s pick: “Feminism 
and Nationalism in the Third World” by Ku-
mari Jayawardena

Publishing is alive with books about femi-
nism! Many good, many 
pink, many furthering the 
project of American ex-
ceptionalism. This book, 
written more than 30 years 
ago excavates early wom-
en’s history movements of 
the global south as they 
arise pre- and post-colo-
nialism and in conversa-
tion with each other, not 
as an ideology imported 
from the West. 

— Stephanie Bartolome, Greenlight Book-
store [686 Fulton St. between S. Elliott Place 
and S. Portland Avenue in Fort Greene, (718) 
246–0200,  www.greenlightbookstore.com ].

Reading picks
M O R E  B O O KS !

By Alexandra Simon
Brooklyn Paper

C
heer up, and come hear all about it. 

The front man of the 1980s rock band 
Talking Heads, David Byrne, wants to put 

cheese on your mug. The musician is going to 
be laying out reasons why people should be 
jolly at his lecture at Bric on April 27. In “Rea-
sons to be Cheerful” Byrne will explain why 
the world is in the shape it is now, and how to 
find joy in spite of it all, he said.

“My perspective is that what is happening 
now is the result of policies and forces that have 
been going on for decades, and to some extent, 
what is happening therefore shouldn’t be such a 

surprise,” said Byrne. “Which is different than 
saying everything is acceptable — and rather 
than pointing fingers and blaming, which I too 
love to do, I am thinking that, if we find some 
hopeful signs, that we might move forward.”

One of the main reasons the world lacks high 
spirits is economic disparity, said Byrne. He 
believes the unlevel playing field leads to wider 
issues and weighs on our personal lives.

“Inequality is a big one — it seems to af-
fect so many other areas, and it’s bad for the 
greater economy,” he said. “It’s bad for health, 
education, innovation, quality of life — all of 
which affects everyone, even those who think 
they are others’ problems.”

To keep people optimistic, at the event Byrne 

will be discussing the growth of renewable en-
ergy around the world, the increase of parks in 
large metropolitan cities, advancements in pub-
lic education, and countries like Finland ban-
ning coal for energy and diminishing the im-
portance of car ownership. Byrne says a lot of 
places in the world could stand to model after 
Finland and its neighboring countries.

“Some of the Scandinavian countries seem to 
have a high happiness index,” he said. “Denmark 
usually ranks first — though this year it looks like 
Norway has taken the lead. I think this is related 
to less inequality and a robust safety net.’ ”

But even though he feels his travels and pos-
itive mindset can guide him to inspire a happy 
crowd, he says a long road still awaits.

“I‘m hardly an expert — I’m an ordinary 
citizen but I have taken the time and effort to 
compile some of these hopeful and inspiring 
signs and initiatives,” said Byrne. “If some of 
these initiatives and signs can serve as mod-
els, if I can help spread the word about some 
things everyone might not know about, then 
who knows? I need hope as much as anyone, so 
I have a personal incentive to do this.” 

“Reasons to be Cheerful” at Bric [647 Fulton 
Ave. between Rockland and Ashland places 
in Fort Greene. www.bricartsmedia.org, (718) 
855–7882]. April 27 at 7:30 pm. Free.

Naked nesting

A toast to cheer 
David Byrne to lecture on why 
we should try to remain cheerful

Cheers: Singer David Byrne will be lec-
turing at the opening to Bric’s Open 
festival on April 27. The artist will be dis-
cussing his perspective on current issues 
around the world, and why we should all 
be cheerful.

Strip bare and crawl into a mound of twigs — for art!
The naked truth: Debbie Baxter’s “The Nest” project invites people to strip and embrace issues such as personal traumas and experience a sort-of rebirth in this 
exhibit in Boerum Hill from April 21 to 28.
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
April 21

House of 
brews
This party is hoppy! 
Wander into the “Beer 
Mansion,” filled with 
five themed rooms, 
each pouring a differ-
ent concoction from 
Brooklyn Brewery and 
other local beer pro-
ducers, along with 
games designed by 
NYU students, snacks, 
and live superhero 
sketches sponsored by 
Anyone Comics. The 
party continues Satur-
day at the same time.

6 pm at the Monto and the 
Well (272 Meserole St. 
between Bushwick Avenue 
and Waterbury Street in 
Bushwick, www.brooklyn-
brewerymash.com). $65 
($60 in advance). 

SATURDAY
April 22

Swing fling 
Legendary jazz singer 
Ella Fitzgerald would 
have turned 100 year 
old this month, and 
Grammy-winning 
vocalist Patti Austin 
honors her legacy 
with a concert of 
tunes recorded by the 
First Lady of Song, 
including “Mack the 
Knife,” “April in 
Paris,” and “Sing Me 
a Swing Song,” 
among many others. 

8 pm at Brooklyn Center 
for the Performing Arts at 
Brooklyn College [2900 
Campus Rd. between 
Hillel Place and Avenue H 
in Midwood, (718) 951–
4500], www.brooklyncen-
ter.org]. $36–$55.

SUNDAY
April 23

Triple-knit
Wind down your 
weekend by catching 
the comedy show at 
the Knitting Factory, 
wittily titled “Com-
edy at the Knitting 
Factory.” Hosts Will 
Miles, Clark Jones, 
and Kenny DeForest 
welcome some of 
Brooklyn’s best com-
ics to the low-key 
show, in between 
bouts of amusingly 
insulting each other. 

9 pm at BAM Howard 
Gilman [30 Lafayette Ave. 
between Ashland Place 
and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636–4100], 
www.bam.org. $35–$85.

TUESDAY
April 25

Sheer class 
Comedian Sasheer 
Zamata will screen 
her latest comedy 
special “Pizza Mind” 
— which blends her 
stand-up routine with 
animated segments 
and short sketches — 
and then sticks 
around to chat with 
the audience after. 
Ask her why she 
doesn’t get more 
lines on “Saturday 
Night Live!”

9:15 pm at Knitting 
Factory [361 Metropolitan 
Ave. between Havemeyer 
and N. Fourth streets in 
Williamsburg, (347) 529–
6696], bk.knittingfactory.
com. Free. 

THURSDAY
April 27

Pop 
princes(s)
Catch up with the lat-
est sound of often 
gender-bending pop 
band Of Montreal, 
which has evolved 
from twee pop to 
glam rock and now 
plays with bright syn-
thpop riffs, giving an 
electronic edge to 
the tunes on its new 
album “Rune Husk.” 
With opening acts 
Christina Schneider’s 
Jepeto Solutions and 
Potted Plant. 

9 pm at the Music Hall of 
Williamsburg (66 N. Sixth 
St. between Wythe and 
Kent avenues in 
Williamsburg, www.musi-
challofwilliamsburg.com). 
$25.

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, APRIL 21
FILM, “TO HAVE AND HAVE NOT”: 

Part of the BAM Senior Cinema 
lineup. During World War II, Ameri-
can expatriate Harry Morgan (Hum-
phrey Bogart) helps transport a 
French Resistance leader and his 
beautiful wife to Martinique while 
romancing a sensuous lounge singer 
(Lauren Bacall). Free for those 65 and 
older. 10 am. BAM Rose Cinemas [30 
Lafayette Ave. between Lafayatte 
Avenue and Hanson Place in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636–4100], www.
bam.org. 

ART, “GEORGIA O’KEEFFE — LIV-
ING MODERN”: A new look at the 
renowned modernist artist and her 
self-crafted public persona. $16 
suggested donation. 11 am–6 pm. 
Brooklyn Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

ART, “IGGY POP LIFE CLASS”: Artist 
Jeremy Deller used the traditional 
life-model drawing class to stage a 
performative event with musician 
and personality Iggy Pop as model 
and subject. Come see the results! 
$16 suggested donation. 11 am–6 
pm. Brooklyn Museum [200 Eastern 
Pkwy. at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 638–5000], 
www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

TALK, WE WANTED A REVOLUTION: 
A daylong symposium featuring four 
panels on black revolutionary art 
practices. Free with $16 suggested 
admission. 11:30 am–6 pm. Brook-
lyn Museum [200 Eastern Pkwy. at 
Washington Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], www.
brooklynmuseum.org. 

ART, A.I.R. GALLERY OPENING RE-
CEPTION: The gallery opens three 
new solo exhibits. Free. 6–8 pm. 
A.I.R. Gallery [155 Plymouth St. 
between Pearl and Jay streets in 
Dumbo, (212) 255–6651], www.air-
gallery.org. 

FILM, “YARN”: This 2016 fi lm highlights 
women who are making a creative 
effort to redefi ne the tradition of 
knitting and crocheting. Dr. Jen-
nifer Wingate will introduce and 
lead a discussion afterward. Free. 
6:30–9 pm. First Unitarian Chapel 
[116 Pierrepont St. between Clinton 
Street and Monroe Place in Brook-

lyn Heights, (718) 624–5466], www.
fuub.org. 

MUSIC, “NEW WORKS, OLD QUES-
TIONS”: New work created for 
piano, voice, fl ute, and horn, fol-
lowed by a reception and discussion 
with the composers. Free. 6:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Conservatory of Music [58 
Seventh Ave. between Lincoln and 
Saint Johns plaes in Park Slope, (718) 
622–3300], www.bqcm.org. 

READING, POETRY READING WITH 
KOKUMO: Join Spoonbill and Top-
side press for the release of “Reac-
quainted With Life” by Kokumo, with 
readings by co-poets Camoghne 
Felix, Janea Kelly, and Olympia 
Perez. Free. 7 pm. Spoonbill & Sug-
artown [99 Montrose Ave between 
Manhattan Avenue and Leonard 
Street in Williamsburg, (718) 387–
7322], www.spoonbillbooks.com. 

MUSIC, BACK IN THE USSR - LIVE 
KARAOKE FOR THE RESISTANCE: 
Multi-instrumentalist karaoke band 
The Occasionalists perform a po-
litically charged setlist of pop, rap, 
motown, anything-goes songs. Pro-
ceeds to benefi t environmentalist 
group 350.org. $12 ($10 in advance). 
7:30 pm. Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], www.
littlefi eldnyc.com. 

THEATER, “CHARLESES”: This new 
play by Carl Holder showcases three 
generations of fathers and sons 
struggling to communicate as their 
family line grows and ages across a 
vast ocean of time. How do individu-
als continue to exist through the 
passing of the years? Directed by the 
up-and-coming Meghan Finn. $25, 
$15 for students. 8 pm. The Brick 
[575 Metropolitan Ave. between 
Union Avenue and Lorimer Street in 
Williamsburg, (718) 907–6189], www.
bricktheater.com. 

MUSIC, SQUIRREL NUT ZIPPERS & 
OZOMATLI: $40 ($35 in advance). 

See 9 DAYS on page 8

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/EventsFRI, APRIL 14

SPORTS, JORDAN BRAND CLAS-
SIC: $15–$75. 1 pm.

SAT, APRIL 15
COMEDY, KATT WILLIAMS GREAT 

AMERICA TOUR: $57–$181. 8 
pm.

FRI, APRIL 21
MUSIC, RUFF RYDERS AND 

FRIENDS: With Eve, DMX, Swizz 
Beatz, The Lox, and Drag-On. 
$40–$260. 7:30 pm.

SAT, APRIL 22
SPORTS, PREMIER BOXING 

CHAMPIONS: Andre Berto vs 
Shawn Porter. $107–$299. Time 
tba.

MON, APRIL 24
MUSIC, CHRIS BROWN: With 50 

Cent, Fabolous, O.T. Genasis, 
and Kap G. $20–$475. 7:30 pm.

SAT, MAY 6
MUSIC, BARBRA STREISAND: 

$126–$1,200. 8 pm.

SAT, MAY 12
MUSIC, MOTHER’S DAY GOOD 

MUSIC FEST: With Tyrese, 
Anthony Hamilton, KEM and 
Brandy. $65–$355. 8 pm.

SAT, MAY 19
MUSIC, FUTURE: With Migos, Tory 

Lanez, Kodak Black and Zoey 
Dollaz. $49–$625. 7 pm.

SAT, JUNE 3
MUSIC, AN EVENING WITH VIC-

TOR DROBYSH AND FRIENDS: 
$55–$395. 7 pm

TUE, JUNE 6
MUSIC, THE WEEKND: $59–$521. 

7:30 pm
WED, JUNE 7
MUSIC, THE WEEKND: $59–$521. 

7:30 pm

FRI, JUNE 9
MUSIC, SOULFRITO URBAN LATIN 

MUSIC FEST: With Meek Mill, 
Fetty Wap, Young M.A, Uncle 
Murda, and more. $65–$166. 
8 pm

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to 
present Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and the 
New York Daily News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Tuesday at 2:00 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-
out segments, can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH TUESDAY AT 2:00PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, and, 
of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn Paper 
radio is the only webcast where you’ll hear 
Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira Eisen-
berg, Andrew Dice Clay, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and two-time guest Borough 
President Eric Adams.

So tune in each week live Tuesdays at 2:00 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes, 
Stitcher, and Mixlr.

COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER

Babs is back!: Brooklyn na-
tive Barbra Streisand will re-
turn to her home town to play 
Barclays Center on May 4.
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DRY DOCK

THE BEST 
$12  UNDER

WINES

WE LOVE OUR 
CUSTOMERS

ARTS
BROOKLYN

AT BROOKLYN COLLEGE

CENTER for the PERFORMING

BrooklynCenter.org
or 718-951-4500

2

Whitman Theatre at Brooklyn College         
to Flatbush Avenue  

On-site paid parking available

THE
GOLDEN
DRAGON 
ACROBATS

BrooklynCenter.rr org
or 718-951-4500

2

Whitman Theatre at Brooklyn College
to Flatbush Avenue

Sun, Apr 30 at 3pm
Tickets: $25

S A 30 t 3

Supported by:

Seniors Save BIG!
5% off every Tuesday

1.99
79 4959

69

69

9 1.99 2 3
D

2 579

4.99 2.99
D

KEEPING UP WITH 
BROOKLYN, ONE 
TWEET AT A TIME

FOLLOW OUR 
DAILY UPDATES ON

twitter.com/Brooklyn_Paper

By Laura Meltzer
for Brooklyn Paper

T
hey are international Waters!

An instrumental trio that com-
bines elements of Irish folk, South 

American rhythms, and American 
indie rock will play selections from 
its latest eclectic album at the BAM 
Cafe on April 28. The hammered 
dulcimer player for House of Wa-
ters says that the self-titled album 
marks a new, stripped-down direc-
tion for the three-piece jazz, rock, 
and world music band. 

“We really wanted to focus on the 
trio sound. In the past we had recorded 
multiple overdubs, with multiple tracks 
and instruments,” said Max ZT. “But 
for this record, we really wanted to 
focus on the raw trio sound.” 

Six-string bassist Moto Fukushima, 
percussionist Ignacio Rivas Bixio, and 
ZT each bring different musical in-
fluences, and the new album is de-
signed to show off their those ele-
ments, said ZT. 

“Musically, we were very keen to 
include our compositions that repre-
sent our varied influences, specifically 
those from India, West Africa, South 
America, Western classical music, and 
New York City jazz,” he said. 

And while it may seem difficult to 
weave those disparate styles into a co-
hesive sound, the members of House of 
Waters have found a way to work to-
gether to craft their songs, said ZT.

“Most of the time an individual 
would bring a phrase or a progression 
to the group and see where we take 
it,” he said. “We’ll work on adding 
sections, transitions, rhythmic hits, 
or new melodies. Even though the 
instrumentation is quite unusual, 
we have had very few issues in our 
writing process; everything has been 
quite natural.”

The blending of international cul-
tures in the band’s music matches the 
way that the world has become smaller 
in recent years, said ZT.

“In these ever-porous times, where 
transportation is at its easiest, where 
the Internet connects every culture 

from around the world to each other, 
where everything is influenced by 
everything, it’s only suiting that our 
songs incorporate these varied influ-
ences,” he said. 

The show at BAM Cafe will be 
a high-energy performance that in-

cludes tunes form the latest albums, 
as well as some brand new songs.

House of Waters at BAM Café 
[30 Lafayette Ave. between Ash-
land Place and St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636–4100, www.bam.
org]. April 28 at 9 pm. Free.

A House united in music
Band combines jazz, rock, and world sounds

World music is in the House: The eclectic band House of Water will bring its instrumental mix of jazz, 
rock, and world music to the BAM Cafe on April 28.

By Julianne Cuba
Brooklyn Paper

G
ood things can come in 
small packages.

Two Brooklyn per-
formers explore the intrica-
cies and craziness of living 
in a space just big enough for 
a Murphy bed and miniature 
fridge during their very relat-
able new musical variety show 
— “Containertopia!” — at the 
Jalopy Theater in Carroll Gar-
dens, debuting on April 28. 
Creators Julia Frey and Sam 
Day Harmet, who each navi-
gate their own compact apart-
ments, unpack the tiny-house 
movement and what it means 
to live small, said Frey. 

“I do live in a pretty small 
apartment, not quite the teeny-
tiny Murphy bed that we are ex-
ploring, but there is something 
appealing about living small, 
and decluttering your life, and 
how simply can one live. But 

at the same time, if I live that 
simply, will I live myself out 
of existence?” said Frey, who 
lives in Gowanus. 

Living in a cramped space 
can feel extremely individual 
and intimate, but Frey said 

the city’s space crunch raises 
broader issues.

“How do we fit everyone 
into New York?  And how can 
we make housing that every-
one in New York can afford 
and without disrupting peo-

ple’s lives?” she said. “We can, 
and we can’t, at the same time. 
It’s a constant struggle, there 
aren’t any easy answers.”

The duo got the idea after 
meeting at a performance pro-
gram at Brooklyn College, and 
after discussing all of the woes 
that afflict housing — includ-
ing homelessness, gentrifica-
tion, and skyrocketing rents 
— they focused on the rela-
tively new movement of mi-
cro-apartments, said Frey.

The hour-long vaudevillian 
inspired comedy show incor-
porates Weimar-era cabaret 
tunes and an eclectic array of 
instruments, including piano, 
banjo, clarinet, and drums 
to give more depth and per-
spective to the show, said Day 
Harmet, who lives in Prospect 
Lefferts Gardens.

“Very much like in the 
structure of a vaudeville show, 
it’s a mixture of where we try 
to have contrasting scenes,” he 
said. “[The songs] are inter-
spersed to create variety and 
flow within the show.”

And the creators tip their 
hats to that era of theater, and 
sought to make parallels in 
the show between the dis-
proportionate wealth distri-
bution of 1920s Germany and 
today, which Frey said is ev-

ident in the micro-apartment 
movement. 

“When it was happen-
ing there, there was a sim-
ilar economic disparity to 
what’s happening today, and 
we are leaning into these old 
early-20th-century styles to 
reflect — recognizing them in 
today’s culture and climate,” 
she said.

The show also questions the 
micro-apartment movement’s 
intentions of being sustainable 
and affordable, because a lot 
of the so-called micro-apart-
ments are actually rather lux-
urious — though on a smaller 
scale, said Day Harmet.

“They tend to be marketed 
more as luxury housing op-
tions, kind of like these trendy 
options for young professionals 
living in Manhattan. The funny 
thing about it being framed as 
a more alternative option for 
moving towards more sus-
tainability and more afford-
able housing, but as it exists 
now, it’s mostly kind of a luxury 
bourgeoisie option,” he said. 

“Containertopia!” at the 
Jalopy Theater (315 Colum-
bia St. between Woodhull 
and Rapelye streets in Car-
roll Gardens, containertopia.
tumblr.com) April 28–30 at 8 
pm. $15. 

Tiny apartment!
Variety show explores micro units

Squished: Brooklyn performers Julia Frey and Sam 
Day Harmet explore the tiny-house movement in 
their new show “Containertopia!” deubting at the 
Jalopy Theater on April 28.
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For more information and to find out about our other great offers, visit your 
local Flushing Bank branch, call 800.581.2889 or visit www.FlushingBank.com.

To qualify you must have or open any Flushing Bank Complete Checking account.2 Get the 
complete access and control you desire with a competitive interest rate and banking on-the-go 
with our Flushing Bank Mobile3 app. 

Great rates like ours are always in season.

1. New money only. APY effective April 10, 2017. Annual percentage yield assumes principal and interest remain on deposit for a full year at current rate. Minimum deposit balance of $5,000 is required. Funds cannot be 
transferred from an existing Flushing Bank account. Premature withdrawals may be subject to bank and IRS penalties. Rates and offer are subject to change without notice. 2. A Flushing Bank checking account with a 
$5,000 minimum balance is required to receive the advertised rate. Certain fees, minimum balance requirements and restrictions may apply. For new IRA and rollover accounts, the minimum deposit balance is $5,000. 
A checking account is not required for IRA accounts. Speak with a Flushing Bank representative for more details. 3. Flushing Bank Mobile Banking is available to all Flushing Bank online banking users. 
Mobile carrier fees may apply. 

Flushing Bank is a registered trademark

Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.

24-Month CD

1.60%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

36-Month CD

1.90%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

8 pm. Brooklyn Steel (319 
Frost St. at Debevoise 
Avenue in Williamsburg), 
www.bowerypresents.com/
brooklyn-steel. 

COMEDY, WELLRED COM-
EDY TOUR: Stand-up 
comedy and writing part-
ners, Trae Crowder, Drew 
Morgan and Corey Ryan 
Forrester celebrate their 
best-selling book, “Liberal 
Redneck Manifesto: Drag-
gin Dixie Outta the Dark.” 
$25. 8 pm. Bell House [149 
Seventh St. at Third Avenue 
in Gowanus, (718) 643–
6510], www.thebellhouseny.
com. 

MUSIC, TONGUES IN TREES: 
The Brooklyn-based experi-
mental art rock Indian-folk 
group performs as part of 
the free performance series 
featuring rock, jazz, R&B, 
world, pop, and more. Free. 
9 pm. BAM Cafe (30 Lafay-
ette Ave. between Ashland 
Place and St. Felix Street in 
Fort Greene), www.bam.
org/programs/bamcafe-live. 

SAT, APRIL 22

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, MEMORIAL CON-

CERT: Tribute concerts 
honoring Roman Borgman. 
Seating is limited. Free. 7 
pm. Trinity Lutheran Church 
(9020 Third Ave at 91st 
Street in Bay Ridge), www.
rbopera.com. 

THEATER, “CHARLESES”: 8 
pm. See Friday, April 21. 

MUSIC, CHAIRLIFT: With 
opening band Kristin Kon-
trol. $20. 8 pm. Brooklyn 
Steel (319 Frost St. at Debe-
voise Avenue in Williams-
burg), www.bowerypre-
sents.com/brooklyn-steel. 

MUSIC, TOBIN SPROUT: With 
Sebadoh and DTCV. $20 
($18 in advance). 9 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

SALES AND MARKETS
FLEA MARKET: Clothing, 

family commodities, arts, 
books, refreshments, and 
more - great for commu-
nity service. Free to enter. 
9 am to 4 pm. Episcopal 
Church of the Holy Spirit 
[8117 Bay Parkway at 82nd 
Street in Bensonhurst, (718) 
837–0412], www.episcopal-
church-of-holyspirit-org. 

OTHER
ART, THE NEST PROJECT: 

Photographer Debbie Bax-
ter will build a giant nest in 
Boerum Hill’s Wyckoff Bond 
Community Garden on April 
22, and photograph naked 
people in the nest on the 
next two weekends. Visit 
her site to schedule a photo 
session. Free. 9 am–9 pm. 
Wyckoff Bond Garden [195 

Wyckoff St. at Bond Street 
in Boerum Hill, (718) 237–
1290], debbiebaxter.com/
earth-day-brooklyn. 

ART, “GEORGIA O’KEEFFE 
— LIVING MODERN”: 
11 am–6 pm. See Friday, 
April 21. 

ART, “IGGY POP LIFE 
CLASS”: 11 am–6 pm. See 
Friday, April 21. 

FILM, JULIE DASH FILM 
MARATHON: A screening 
of Julie Dash’s 1991 feature 
“Daughters of the Dust” 
and her early short fi lms, 
followed by a panel discus-
sion. $16. 1–5 pm. Brooklyn 
Museum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 
at Washington Avenue in 
Prospect Heights, (718) 
638–5000], www.brooklyn-
museum.org. 

NEIGHBORHOOD CONCERT: 
Founded by mezzo-soprano 
Carla Dirlikov Canales, The 
Canales Project’s Between 
Two Worlds gives voice 
to issues of identity and 
culture through a powerful 
musical message. Canales 
hosts this event that fea-
tures music and discussion 
in three fascinating seg-
ments with young activist-
artists that include Llewellyn 
pianist Sanchez-Werner; 
Mariela Shaker, a Syrian 
violinist born in Aleppo; 
and Andia Winslow, a Yale 
alumna and athlete. Free. 7 
pm. National Sawdust [80 
North Sixth Street at Wythe 
Avenue in Williamsburg, 
(646) 779–8455], https://
nationalsawdust.org. 

COMEDY, TINDER LIVE!: A 
comedy show about online 
dating, with Lane Moore, 
Daniel Kibblesmith, and 
Sady Doyle. $15. 8 pm. 
Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

CONCERT, HAPPY 100TH 
ELLA!: Grammy Award-
winning jazz vocalist Patti 
Austin celebrates the 100th 
birthday of the First Lady 
of Song. $36 to $55. 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Center for the 
Performing Arts at Brooklyn 
College [2900 Campus Rd. 
between Hillel Place and 
Avenue H in Midwood, (718) 
951–4500], www.brooklyn-
center.org. 

SUN, APRIL 23

PERFORMANCE
MUSIC, AFTERNOON HANG: 

Chill music for a chill after-
noon. With Seth Bernard, 
C. Gibbs, and Gregory 
Stovetop. Free. 2 pm. 
Union Pool [484 Union Ave. 
at Meeker Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 609–0484], 
www.union-pool.com. 

TALK, “NANNIES” PILOT 
PREMIERE & KICKOFF 
PARTY: The debut of quirky 
sitcom “Nannies”! Mingle 
with cast and crew, listen 
to live music, and help raise 
money for the new show. 
Donation suggested. 7 pm. 
Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 

between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

THEATER, “HAPPY DAYS”: 
Academy Award winner 
Diane Wiest stars in Samuel 
Beckett’s “Happy Days,” a 
modern drama about buoy-
ant resourcefulness and un-
assuming grace in the face 
of inevitable oblivion. Tick-
ets starting at $85. 7:30 pm. 
Theatre for a New Audi-
ence, Polonsky Shakespeare 
Center [262 Ashland Pl. 
between Fulton Street and 
Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (212) 229–2819], 
www.tfana.org. 

THEATER, “CHARLESES”: 8 
pm. See Friday, April 21. 

OTHER
READING, “HOW DOES IT 

FEEL TO BA A PROBLEM”: 
Author Moustafa Bayoumi 
discusses his book about 
Muslim life in America. Free. 
Bay Ridge United Methodist 
Church [7420 Fourth Ave., 
through the garden gate, 
at 75th Street in Bay Ridge, 
(646) 824–5506]. 

ART, “GEORGIA O’KEEFFE 
— LIVING MODERN”: 
11 am–6 pm. See Friday, 
April 21. 

ART, “IGGY POP LIFE 
CLASS”: 11 am–6 pm. See 
Friday, April 21. 

MON, APRIL 24
THEATER, “CHARLESES”: 8 

pm. See Friday, April 21. 
TALK, NIGHT TRAIN WITH 

WYATT CENAC: Brooklyn-
based comedy favorite 
Wyatt Cenac hosts the best 
local and international stand 
up comedians, musicians, 
local celebrities, and the 
occasional surprise only 
found in Gowanus. $8 ($5 in 

advance). 8 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

MUSIC, REVEREND VINCE 
ANDERSON AND THE 
LOVE CHOIR: Free. 10:30 
pm. Union Pool [484 Union 
Ave. at Meeker Avenue 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
609–0484], www.union-
pool.com. 

TUES, APRIL 25
REAL ESTATE WORKSHOP: 

The event, a partnership 
with the Long Island Com-
mercial Real Estate Expo, 
will begin at 11 am, and will 
include a luncheon, featured 
panels on trends in the com-
mercial and residential sec-
tors, and energy incentives. 
$100. 11 am. The Dumbo 
Loft (155 Waters St. in 
DUMBO), www.realestate-
subwayseries.com. 

THEATER, “HAPPY DAYS”: 
7:30 pm. See Sunday, April 
23. 

JUKEBOX BINGO: A combi-
nation of bingo and music 
trivia, with a little bit of 
karaoke. Winners get free 
tickets to shows and events. 
Free. 8 pm. Henri’s Back-
yard (256 Fourth Ave. be-
tween President and Carroll 
streets in Park Slope). 

MUSIC, SUNWATCHERS: 
With Eugene Chadbourne 
and Maxx Katz. $10 ($8 in 
advance). 8 pm. Union Pool 
[484 Union Ave. at Meeker 
Avenue in Williamsburg, 
(718) 609–0484], www.
union-pool.com. 

COMEDY, #WETHEPEOPLE 
LIVE: Slate podcasters host 
a podstravaganza with pan-
els and lively debate about 
President Donald Trump’s 
100 days of presidency. 

With Josh Zepps, David 
Plotz, Mike Pesca, Corinne 
Fisher, and Myq Kaplan. $12 
($10 in advance). 8 pm. Bell 
House [149 Seventh St. at 
Third Avenue in Gowanus, 
(718) 643–6510], www.the-
bellhouseny.com. 

WED, APRIL 26
ART, “GEORGIA O’KEEFFE 

— LIVING MODERN”: 
11 am–6 pm. See Friday, 
April 21. 

ART, “IGGY POP LIFE 
CLASS”: 11 am–6 pm. See 
Friday, April 21. 

TALK, “APPLYING IT LIBER-
ALLY: Live”: New York City’s 
favorite new liberal voices 
Zollar and Andrew Kimler 
debate, discuss, and dis-
seminate news, pop culture, 
and general idiocracy with 
their comedian friends. $10 
($8 in advance). 7:30 pm. 
Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

THEATER, “HAPPY DAYS”: 
7:30 pm. See Sunday, April 
23. 

THEATER, “CHARLESES”: 8 
pm. See Friday, April 21. 

MUSIC, GOLDFRAPP: $40. 
8 pm. Brooklyn Steel (319 
Frost St. at Debevoise 
Avenue in Williamsburg), 
www.bowerypresents.com/
brooklyn-steel. 

THURS, APRIL 27
ART, “GEORGIA O’KEEFFE 

— LIVING MODERN”: 
11 am–10 pm. See Friday, 
April 21. 

ART, “IGGY POP LIFE 
CLASS”: 11 am–10 pm. See 
Friday, April 21. 

LITERARY ARTS FESTIVAL: 
The 36th annual event will 
feature a visit from poet and 
essayist Rowan Ricardo Phil-
lips. Check site for tickets. 
5:30 pm. Vorrhees Theater, 
City Tech (186 Jay Street at 
Myrtle in Downtown), www.
openlab.citytech.cuny.edu/
literaryartsfestival. 

THEATER, “THE DREYFUS 
AFFAIR”: The critically-ac-
claimed Ensemble for the 
Romantic Century presents 
a multi-media production 
illuminates the controver-
sial story of the 1894 trea-
son conviction of Captain 
Alfred Dreyfus, that had a 
decades-long reverberation 
in the political landscape of 
France and the rest of the 
world. $55 ($40 for students 
and seniors). 7:30 pm. BAM 
Fisher (321 Ashland Pl. be-
tween Hansen Place and 
Lafayette Avenue in Fort 
Greene), www.bam.org. 

THEATER, “HAPPY DAYS”: 
7:30 pm. See Sunday, April 
23. 

THEATER, “CHARLESES”: 8 
pm. See Friday, April 21. 

MUSIC, GOLDFRAPP: $40. 
8 pm. Brooklyn Steel (319 
Frost St. at Debevoise 
Avenue in Williamsburg), 
www.bowerypresents.com/

brooklyn-steel. 
TALK, CHAPO TRAP HOUSE: 

An evening of chills, thrills, 
and live socialist radio. 
All proceeds will benefi t 
The Center for Reproduc-
tive Rights. $12 ($10 in 
advance). 8 pm. Littlefi eld 
[622 Degraw St. between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues in 
Gowanus, (718) 855–3388], 
www.littlefi eldnyc.com. 

MUSIC, VAMPIRE BELT: With 
Samara Lubelski & Bill Nace, 
Leila Bordreuil, and Daniel 
Carter & Chris Corsano. 
$12 ($10 in advance). 8 pm. 
Union Pool [484 Union Ave. 
at Meeker Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 609–0484], 
www.union-pool.com. 

MUSIC, OF MONTREAL: $25. 
9 pm. Music Hall of Wil-
liamsburg [66 N. Sixth St. 
between Kent and Wythe 
avenues in Williamsburg, 
(718) 486–5400], www.musi-
challofwilliamsburg.com. 

THEATER, FORCE MAJEURE 
VAUDEVILLE: A cowboy, a 
mad magician, a dancer, an 
Australian xylophonist, and 
much more — that’s what 
audiences will fi nd at this 
monthly vaudeville show, 
where performers from vari-
ety arts, burlesque, and cir-
cus strut their stuff. $15 ($10 
in advance). 9 pm. Cobra 
Club (6 Wyckoff Ave. be-
tween Jefferson and Trout-
man streets in Bushwick), 
www.cobraclubbk.com. 

MUSIC, TAINTED LOVE ‘80S 
DANCE PARTY: Free. 10 
pm. Bell House [149 Seventh 
St. at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus, (718) 643–6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com. 

FRI, APRIL 28
ART, “GEORGIA O’KEEFFE 

— LIVING MODERN”: 
11 am–6 pm. See Friday, 
April 21. 

ART, “IGGY POP LIFE 
CLASS”: 11 am–6 pm. See 
Friday, April 21. 

THEATER, DIA CELEBRA-
TION: From the Moscow 
Circus to the Brighton 
Beach Library, the thrilling 
and fascinating clown duo 
Arkasha & Natasha from 
Russia will perform fantastic 
feats of juggling and magic! 
Free. 3:30 pm. Brighton 
Beach Public Library [16 
Brighton First Rd. at Bright-
water Court in Brighton 
Beach, (718) 946–2917], 
www.brooklynpubliclibrary.
org. 

TALK, STEPHEN LIPUMA: 
Celebrate the release of 
photographer Lipuma’s 
newest book, “Common 
Grounds,” a collection of 
photography that intimately 

portrays the strong char-
acter of Brooklyn culture. 
Part of “The Art of the Mul-
tiple,” a group exhibition 
that features works printed 
in special editions. Free. 
6–9 pm. BrooklynWorks 
(159 20th St. between Third 
and Fourth avenues in Park 
Slope), https://www.brook-
lynworks159.com. 

ART, “CURRENT LOCA-
TIONS” OPENING RE-
CEPTION: Ground Floor 
Gallery’s fourth-anniversary 
exhibition is here! With work 
by Barbara Marks, Elise 
Church, Esperanza Cortés, 
Kyle Vu-Dunn, and Viviane 
Rombaldi Seppey. Free. 
6–8:30 pm. Ground Floor 
Gallery [343 5th St. at Fifth 
Avenue in Park Slope, (646) 
801–3338], www.ground-
fl oorbk.com. 

THEATER, “THE DREYFUS 
AFFAIR”: 7:30 pm. See 
Thursday, April 27. 

THEATER, “HAPPY DAYS”: 
7:30 pm. See Sunday, April 
23. 

THEATER, “CHARLESES”: 8 
pm. See Friday, April 21. 

MUSIC, BALKAN BEAT BOX: 
$30 ($25 in advance). 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Steel (319 Frost 
St. at Debevoise Avenue in 
Williamsburg), www.bow-
erypresents.com/brooklyn-
steel. 

FILM, VHS 3D MOVIE FES-
TIVAL: The Museum of 
Interesting Things screens 
excerpts from the cool-
est (and un-coolest) and 
cheesiest movies of all time 
that aren’t just on VHS, but 
3D VHS! $10. 8 pm. Coney 
Island USA [1208 Surf Ave. 
at W. 12th Street in Coney 
Island, http://www.coneyis-
land.com]. 

MUSIC, TOO MANY ZOOZ: 
The brass house trio plays 
two nights at Brooklyn 
Bowl. $20 ($17 in advance). 
8 pm. Brooklyn Bowl [61 
Wythe Ave. between N. 
11th and N. 12th streets in 
Williamsburg, (718) 963–
3369], www.brooklynbowl.
com. 

MUSIC, CUDDLE MAGIC: 
With Star Rover and Bot. 
$15 ($12 in advance). 8 pm. 
Union Pool [484 Union Ave. 
at Meeker Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 609–0484], 
www.union-pool.com. 

MUSIC, ARTO LINDSAY: 
With Beauty Pill and Dan 
Friel. $20. 8 pm. Bell House 
[149 Seventh St. at Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, (718) 
643–6510], www.thebell-
houseny.com. 

THEATER, BIG GREEN THE-
ATRE FESTIVAL: The sev-
enth-annual eco-playwriting 
program and green theater 

festival celebrates environ-
mental education, sustain-
ability in the arts, and com-
munity enrichment. Come 
watch plays by student 
playwrights from P.S. 239 
and P.S. 75 tackle themes 
of climate justice and inter-
connectedness. $20. 8 pm. 
Bushwick Starr (207 Starr St. 
between Irving and Wykoff 
avenues in Bushwick), www.
thebushwickstarr.org. 

CHAMPAGNE RIOT SPRING 
FLING: Dress up for this vin-
tage fantasy party of jazz, 
burlesque and vaudeville 
at this Mexican restaurant. 
Make a reservation after 
buying a ticket! $25 ($20 in 
advance). 10:30 pm. Gua-
dalupe Inn [1 Knickerbocker 
Ave. at Johnson Avenue, 
(718) 366–0500], thecham-
pagneriot.com. 

SAT, APRIL 29

PERFORMANCE
THEATER, “THE DREYFUS 

AFFAIR”: 2 pm and 7:30 
pm. See Thursday, April 27. 

THEATER, “HAPPY DAYS”: 
7:30 pm. See Sunday, April 
23. 

THEATER, “CHARLESES”: 8 
pm. See Friday, April 21. 

MUSIC, TOO MANY ZOOZ: 8 
pm. See Friday, April 28. 

MUSIC, HOUSE OF WATERS: 
The Brooklyn-based band 
with a remarkably unique 
global sound performs dur-
ing this part of the free per-
formance series featuring 
rock, jazz, R&B, world, pop, 
and more. Free. 9 pm. BAM 
Cafe (30 Lafayette Ave. be-
tween Ashland Place and St. 
Felix Street in Fort Greene), 
www.bam.org/programs/
bamcafe-live. 

OTHER
SAKURA MATSURI 2017: 

Sakura Matsuri, the annual 
cherry blossom festival at 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden, 
offers more than 60 events 
and performances that cel-
ebrate traditional and con-
temporary Japanese cul-
ture. The festival marks the 
end of hanami, the Japa-
nese cultural tradition of en-
joying each moment of the 
cherry blossom season. $25 
($20 seniors and students; 
$free for children under 12 
and members). 10 am to 6 
pm. Brooklyn Botanic Gar-
den [1000 Washington Ave., 
at Eastern Parkway in Crown 
Heights, (718) 623–7220], 
www.bbg.org. 

ART, “GEORGIA O’KEEFFE 
— LIVING MODERN”: 
11 am–6 pm. See Friday, 
April 21. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 6

Bounce & brass: The high-energy three-piece brass 
act Too Many Zooz, which played on the Beyonce 
track “Formation,” will rock Brooklyn Bowl on April 
28 and 29.
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LIST YOUR EVENT…
To list your event in Nine Days In Brooklyn, please give us two weeks notice or more. Send your list-
ing by e-mail: calendar@cnglocal.com, or submit the information online at www.brooklynpaper.com/
events/submit. We are no longer accepting submissions by mail. Listings are free and printed on a 
space available basis. We regret we cannot take listings over the phone.
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dents living in the southwest 
pocket of Brooklyn Heights. 
“They’ve done the same pro-
cedure time and time again, 
and it doesn’t work. It’s time 
for the park to re-evaluate 
how they operate.” 

Police closed the entrance 
to Pier 2  — which houses 
basketball and handball 
courts and a roller rink — 
around 4:10 pm last Tues-
day due to a “crowd condi-
tion” according to a police 
spokesman. They subse-
quently closed off the adja-
cent greenway and entrance 
on Old Fulton Street once 
they were filled to the brim, 
too, he said.

Neither police or the 
Brooklyn Bridge Park Cor-
poration gave details on 
why cops closed part of the 
meadow, but  one kid told the 
Brooklyn Eagle  that multiple 
fights had broken out. 

And a 15-year-old girl 
alleged that several peo-
ple punched and kicked 
her as she was on Doughty 
and Furman streets by Pier 
1 around 3:03 pm, knock-
ing her to the ground. While 
she was down, a female ac-
quaintance stole her phone 
and MetroCard, according 
to police.

The closure sent hun-
dreds of kids out of the park 
and onto Brooklyn Heights 
streets such as Joralemon 
Street as they walked back 
Downtown — an episode 
that neighbors say has be-
come all too familiar. 

 Residents demanded last 
year that the park get its act 
together and do something to 
alleviate the heavy foot traf-
fic of kids  — some of whom 
they say vandalize property 
and harass locals — after 
cops shut the pier five times 
in less than a month. The is-
sue was revisited when au-
thorities had to close a slice 
of the park during an unsea-
sonably warm February day 
this year. 

DeRosa and the park’s 
Community Advisory Coun-
cil ultimately came up with 
a crowd-control plan for the 
brownstone-lined street, in-
cluding dispersing kids to 
other entrances such as At-
lantic Avenue and hiring a 
youth coordinator to over-

see activities on the pier. It 
was supposed to go into ac-
tion at the beginning of the 
month but hasn’t, according 
to the group’s leader. 

“We put forward recom-
mendations that could avoid 
this sort of thing and they 
haven’t been put into place,” 
said Peter LaBonte, who is 
president of the volunteer 
council. “Unless they put 
this stuff into place, it’s hard 
to say how bad it’s going to 
be this summer.”

Borough President Ad-
ams has gotten in on the 
action too —  he allocated 
taxpayer dollars to fund se-
curity cameras along Jora-
lemon Street , though that 
deal has not been finalized. 
The 84th precinct also added 
23 more cops to the park beat 
last summer to help tackle 
the problem.

Kids are off from school 
this week and the community 
centers at the public housing 
complexes are closed to co-
incide with the break, leav-
ing kids with nowhere else 
to go, according to LaShawn 
Doyle, who helps run the 
Ingersoll Houses recreation 
hub and sits on the advisory 
council. 

On Tuesday, the park was 
hosting a three-on-three bas-
ketball tournament when po-
lice stepped in.

Honchos at the corpora-
tion say they are aware of the 
issue, but are just waiting 
for new president Eric Lan-
dau to come aboard to hash 
out a plan to fix it, accord-
ing to a spokesman. 

But conversations up un-
til now have had little im-
pact, said DeRosa, who 
says it’s high time for the 
corporation to finally take 
steps to deal with the dis-
ruptions at the park that reg-
ularly prompt the police to 
shut it down. 

“I know my group goes 
down there, we have a dia-
logue, and they don’t care, 
they don’t want to make 
changes,” she said. “If my 
house is on fire every five 
months for three years, and 
I have to keep on calling 
the fire department, after 
three years, it’s like maybe 
I should fix my house or 
something,” she said.

IN PRINT
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PARK...

to proclaim that he loves hav-
ing his human spirit tickled 
in that special way.

Kuntzman concurred. And 
then the host revealed that he 
gave $100 to the “Save Sun-
ny’s” fund at www.sunnys-
forever.com.

“And former Brooklyn 
Paper reporter Stephen Rex 
Brown gave $50,” Kuntz-
man added.

The Brooklyn Paper is still 
offering a front-page story to 

anyone who donates the final 
$30,000. The next fund-raiser 
is an art sale on May 1 at the 
Conover Street bar.

“It’s about time those art-
ists get off their asses and help 
Sunny’s,” Kuntzman said.

In other news, Kuntzman 
updated listeners on the re-
sults of the small claims court 
case brought against him in 
his guise as producer of the 
off-off-off-Broadway hit, 
“Murder at the Food Coop,” 
by the show’s set designer, 

I f you’re thinking of writing 
a bestseller, I’ve got a word 
of advice for you:
Girl.
Put “Girl” in the title and 

you almost don’t have to do 
anything else, except figure 
out a plot, some twists, and 
an ending. And don’t forget to 
put a girl character in there, of 
course. She can be doing any-
thing: Kicking a hornet’s nest 
or sporting a dragon tattoo, 
like Stieg Larsson’s epic sell-
ers. Or she can be on a train, 
like Paula Hawkins’ bestseller 
(turned into a leaden movie 
described by one Rotten To-
matoes reviewer as “Less like 
hopping on board a train and 
more climbing onto the band-
wagon of dozens of Lifetime 
movies.”) (Note, that didn’t 
stop it from making $170 
million.) 

Or the girl can be gone, 
like Gillian Flynn’s chilling 
thriller. Or she can have pearl 
earring, or marry a lion, or 
fall from the sky, chase the 
moon, play with fire, or be in-
terrupted. She can also love 
Tom Gordon. And recently I 

really enjoyed “The Girl You 
Left Behind,” by Jojo Moyes. 
All those girls made it big on 
the bookshelves.

To make it big on televi-
sion, apparently all a girl has 
to do is hang out with a bunch 
of her tormented friends who 
are trying to grow up, like “2 
Broke Girls,” “New Girl,” or 
Lena Dunham’s squad. Or she 
can have grown up so long 
ago that now the “girl” part 
is ironic. (See “Golden Girls,” 
which, come to think of it, may 
have started something.)

Just a few years before all 
this girlishness, the book trend 
was “wife,” as in  “The Paris 
Wife,” “The Time Traveler’s 
Wife” (best book ever), “The 
Kitchen God’s Wife” (also 
the best book ever, weirdly 
enough). Not to mention, 
on television, “The Good 
Wife.” But clearly the wives 
have been ditched for some-
one younger. 

Last year an author named 
Emily St. John Mandel looked 
at 810 non-children’s books 
with the word “Girl” in the ti-
tle. She crunched some num-

bers and found that 79 per-
cent of those were written by 
women, and yet 65 percent of 
the time the “girl” in the title 
is actually a woman.

So why call the woman 
a girl?

One theory holds that when 
we see the word “girl” we au-
tomatically feel protective and 
worried — more than we’d 
feel about a grown woman. 
But another theory is that 
mega bestsellers tend to in-
spire publishers to copy them 
slavishly and often. So once 
you have “Gone Girl” plus 
“Girl on a Train,” nobody’s 
going to bother with a “The 
Comedienne with the Lower 
Back Tattoo,” or, “Young Fe-
male in Hyacinth Blue.”

St. John Mandel noticed 
one other trend: When women 
write “Girl” books, the girl 
ends up alive 90 percent of the 
time. When men put “Girl” 
in the title, only 68 percent 
make it out alive. Gee thanks, 
guys.

Anyway, if you’re looking 
for a title for that bestseller 
of yours, I’ve got some sug-
gestions:

The Girl Last Seen Run-
ning Away from a Bunch of 
Angry Hornets

The Girl with the Mis-
spelled “Pougkeepsie” Tat-
too

The Little Dumber Girl
The Girl You Last Saw in 

the Dairy Section
The Girl Eating “Cheese-

Its” on the Bolt Bus
The Girl Who “Forgot” to 

Call Her Mother’s Friend’s Su-
per-Nice Son

The Girl Whose “Be Mind-
ful” Lulu Lemon Tote Took 
Up a Whole Seat 

The Girl with the Green-
ish Incisor

The Girl Who Mistook Her 
Hat for My Hat 

A Girl Named Sue
Back Girl
Harry Potter and the Sor-

cerer’s Girl
The Girl from Iwo Jima 
The Hardy Girls
I Am the Coppertone 

Girl
The Girl with the Squir-

rel Earring
The Squirrel with the Girl 

Earring
The Girl with the Wagon 

Tattoo: A Laura Ingalls 
Wilder Update 

The Other Other Boleyn 
Girl 

The Little Mulch Girl
Even Cowgirls Get Sick 

of Beans
The Girl Who Chased 

Viggo Mortensen (And Who 

Can Blame Her?)
I Am Melania: The Story 

of a Girl who Stood Up for 
Trump 

Too Many Girls, Not 
Enough Kombucha (from 
the “Wild in Williamsburg” 
series)

The Girl on the D Train
The Girl STILL on the D 

Train, Because of a “Sick Pas-
senger” on the Train Ahead 
of Her

Girl Meets Girl 
Girl, Interrupting
The Girl Who Knew Too 

Much about the Kennedy As-
sassination

The Girl Who Slugged the 
Beehive

The Girl Who Sat on a 
Mound of Scorpions Because 
She Was Livestreaming Her 
Desert Vacation 

The Girl Who Couldn’t 
Sit Down 

Lenore Skenazy is a key-
note speaker, author of the 
book and blog Free-Range 
Kids, and a contributor at 
Reason.com. 

How to write an instant bestseller

By Lenore Skenazy
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RADIO... Mitchell Ost. Kuntzman and 
Ost finally had their day in 
court late last month — and 
the written ruling was finally 
handed down last week. Nat-
urally, Kuntzman claimed 
victory.

“Ost was seeking close to 
$600, so I counter-sued for 
the $360 that I claimed rep-
resented the cost of work I 
had to do to make up for his 
failure to perform the work,” 
Kuntzman said. “I had begged 
Ost to go on ‘Hot Bench’ with 
me, that TV court show that 
would have flown us out to 
LA, paid us an appearance 

fee, and paid him his claim, 
but he didn’t want to. So the 
judge ended up giving Ost 
$170 and giving me $80 or 
so — so I ended up paying 
him a small amount. That’s 
a win.”

“That’s not a win,” 
DiMiceli said. “You paid 
him. This is a loss.”

“Yes, but he got far less 
than he sought. And he could 
have gotten every penny if 
he had just gone on ‘Hot 
Bench,’ ” Kuntzman said. 
“So, naturally, the memo 
line in the check I sent over 
was ‘I wish you’d gone on 

“Hot Bench,” ’ ” Kuntzman 
said.

“Loser!” DiMiceli said. 
“Loo-sah!”

“No,” Kuntzman said, 
“the message here is, ‘Go 
on “Hot Bench”!’  It’s a le-
gitimate court show with a 
bench of three judges and the 
bailiff Sonia Montejano is a 
complete professional! ”

Also on the show, reporter 
Colin Mixson gave listeners 
an update on plans to build 
tall, light-blocking towers 
near the Brooklyn Botanic 
Garden, and reporter Lauren 
Gill discussed Mayor DeBla-

sio’s proposed BQX trolley 
line, which no longer looks 
like it’s happening.

Sunny’s Bar, 253 Con-
over St. between Beard and 
Reed streets in Red Hook, 
(718) 625–8211. Art sale 
fund-raiser, May 1. All info 
at www.sunnysforever.com

Brooklyn Paper radio is 
recorded and podcast live 
every Tuesday — for your 
convenience — from our 
studio in America’s Down-
town and can be found, as 
always (but not necessarily 
forever), on BrooklynPaper.
com,  iTunes ,  Mixlr , and of 
course, on  Stitcher .

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Windsor Terrace Library 
reopened on-schedule on April 

10 following just shy a month’s 
worth of rooftop renovations, 
undermining a time-honored 
Brooklyn Public Library tra-

dition of failing to meet con-
struction deadlines. 

The Brooklyn book lend-
er’s Windsor Terrace branch 

Surprise ending!
Windsor Terrace Library re-opens on time

 closed on March 13  to per-
mit the construction of a 
snazzy new roof outfitted 
with $250,000 worth of green 
technology — namely, exten-
sive plantings including pe-
rennial groundcovers and or-
namental grasses — intended 
to save energy by keeping the 
library warmer in the winter 
and cooler in the summer. 

It is also supposed to pro-
vide a home for wildlife, such 

as birds and bees, although 
likely not  the book-reading 
squirrel featured in promo-
tional renderings of the new 
library roof , which exists only 
in the imaginations of young 
readers.

The library is now open 
for its normal hours, although 
construction work will con-
tinue on the roof until some-
time during the summer.

The Windsor Terrace book 

lender’s construction sched-
ule appears to be progress-
ing as planned, but the li-
brary system doesn’t have 
the best track record when 
it comes to meeting renova-
tion deadlines. 

In the past, both the  Fort 
Hamilton  and Park Slope 
branches were closed for three 
years to accommodate reno-
vations that were supposed to 
take only 18 months.
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