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You can cross this bridge when you 
get to it. 

The zigzagging overpass from Brook-
lyn Heights to Brooklyn Bridge Park 
reopened after 32 months on April 19 
— and one eager local went out of his 
way to test the goods during his 7:30 am 
jog, reporting back that it had been ev-
erything he’d dreamed of for the  nearly 
three years it had been shuttered . 

“It was liberating in one sense that I 
could run down into the park that way,” 
said Brooklyn Heights resident Bren-
nan Rees, who is planning to use the 
Squibb Park Bridge every other day. 
“It’s going to be a game changer, it’s 
so pleasant.” 

Many residents have been awaiting 
the reopening of the once dangerously 
bouncy $4.1 million crossing since it was 
abruptly closed in August 2014, just 17 
months after it opened. Officials ruled 
that the swaying bridge had become un-
stable and fenced it off, offering little ex-
planation of what had befallen it. 

The span juts through the Squibb 
Park playground at Columbia Heights 
to the waterfront green space, giving 
pedestrians a popular shortcut to the 
meadow. Additionally, it provides peo-
ple staying at the newly opened One Ho-
tel and Pierhouse condo complex next 
to it a quick route to the iconic Brook-
lyn Heights Promenade.

Greensward stewards the Brooklyn 
Bridge Park Corporation had initially 
tapped “genius” bridge creator Ted Zoli 
and his firm HNTB to execute the big 
fix. But he was unable to find a solu-
tion and the park fired him in January 
2016, filing a $3 million lawsuit against 
his company alleging the crossing was 
“inherently flawed.” At the same time, 
 they brought on international engineer-
ing group Arup to find a way to clean 
up the mess . 

And it was an expensive mess — 

BOUNCE IN OUR STEP
Beleaguered Squibb Park Bridge reopens after 32-month closure

park honchos estimated the original re-
pairs would cost $700,000 but the final 
price tag for the overhaul came out to 
$4,045,000 —  a bill that includes the 
costs of the Arup and HNTB work . 

Officials say they will recover most 
of the cash from the lawsuit, which, like 
the bridge’s repairs, is dragging on, ac-
cording to the green space’s veep. 

“We’re confident that we’re going to 
win every lawsuit we’re involved in,” 
said the park’s vice president of real es-
tate, David Lowin, who is also currently 
involved in  a case over the construction 

of two towers at Pier 6 . 
The latest incarnation of the bridge 

has one-eighth the bounce of the origi-
nal span, according to project engineers, 
and Rees said he didn’t feel much move-
ment at all, although he did get a peek 
into condo owners’ windows. 

But as much as he loves being able 
to use it, the fix carried on for far too 
long, he said, and wants to see some-
one held accountable for the costly and 
time consuming snafu. 

“On the one hand, let’s be grateful 
the bridge is open,” he said. “But the 

time it took is just insanely ridiculous, I 
think somebody’s feet needs to be held 
to the fire.” 

Last Wednesday, locals and tourists 
filled the bridge — and for those enjoy-
ing the Squibb without knowing its sto-
ried history, it was  just a place to take 
some photos and enjoy the view. One 
Italian family gushed about the span as 
they posed for pictures, sizing it up in 
simple terms. 

“It looks wonderful, it’s really cool 
and fun,” said Alessio Doglione, who was 
vacationing with his wife and kids. 

The Squibb Bridge, a scenic connector between Brooklyn Heights and Brooklyn Bridge Park, has reopened.
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The towers Brooklyn Bridge Park honchos plan to erect at Pier 6.
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By Moses Jefferson
for Brooklyn Paper

Get high — on money!
That’s the message of the 

new Cannabis Cultural Asso-
ciation, which is hosting its in-
augural “Entrepreneur Empow-
erment Workshop” this weekend 
in Crown Heights — and is hop-
ing to teach would-be “blunt-
repreneurs” how to get in on 
the ground floor of what they 
claim could become a $2-tril-
lion business.

“We will show people how 
to get into the industry, right 
now, even though it remains il-
legal in New York State,” said 
Jake Plowden, co-founder of the 
group. “Right now, those busi-
nesses are ancillary to actually 
growing the plant. But you need 
to get yourself into position be-
cause New York will legalize at 
some point.”

Plowden said he created the as-
sociation last year because “there 
are not a lot of people of color 
in the pot industry.”

“There are not a lot of peo-
ple of color on Wall Street or in 
most newsrooms, either,” Brook-
lyn Paper Radio co-host Gersh 
Kuntzman, a Daily News col-
umnist, pointed out.

But Plowden added white 
domination of the legal pot 
business — currently a $7-bil-
lion industry — was particularly 
ironic, given that the jails and 
summons courts are filled with 
people of color.

“The War on Drugs primar-
ily arrested people of color,” he 
said, “so there’s naturally a lot 
of fear in the minority commu-
nity about going into the canna-
bis industry. But we are creating 
a safe space for people to learn 

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

It’s a “kushy” place to work!
The dot-com office space in 

a building  purchased by Pres-
ident Trump’s son-in-law and 
right-hand-man Jared Kushner  
is the largest “Earth-and-em-
ployee-friendly” workspace in 
the world, an international tree-
hugging group proclaimed this 
month.  

The Etsy headquarters inside 
the nine-story  Dumbo Heights 
complex office on Adams and 
Prospect streets met the criteria 
of the International Living Fu-
ture Institute’s “Living Building 
Challenge,”  and won its coveted 
“Petal Certified” status thanks to 
its green environment where em-
ployees work amongst lush green-
ery as dogs roam halls lined with 
colorful works of art.

Inside, tech-savvy workers take 
breaks by slipping into a medita-

In new offi ces, Etsy-does it!

tion room or working on crafts in 
a dedicated maker space. A board 
on the wall in one of the cafete-
rias declares that 86.6 percent of 

office waste was composted, re-
cycled, or reused last month, next 
to a sign that says “the air in here 
is cleaner than out there.”

It’s all part of a plan to keep 
workers happy while making the 
world a better place — a win-win-
win for the company, its work-
ers, and the Earth, according to a 
spokeswoman for the institute. 

“If your employees are happy 
and inspired by the art and green-
ery around them they’re more 
likely be engaged in their work, 
more productive, more loyal to the 
company,” said Ariana Anthony. 
“So what’s good for them is also 
good for our business.” 

“Petal” certification demands 
the workspace be near public trans-
portation; is built with eco-friendly 
materials; has an open floor plan 
with light shining through win-
dows with excellent views; is fur-
nished with handmade furniture 
built by locals; collects rainwater 
to reduce runoff; and includes na-
tive plants throughout.

Etsy outfitted the space, a for-
mer Jehovah’s Witnesses print-
ing factory, to meet the chal-
lenge’s standards, a feat that just 
56 buildings around the world 

have achieved. 
Its 648 employees moved in last 

summer and enjoy perks includ-
ing catered meals by local busi-
nesses such as Vinegar Hill House 
twice a week, a recreation area 
complete with a ping-pong table 
and baby grand piano, and roof 
and terraces with views of lower 
Manhattan. 

The office also boasts a bike 
room that can fit 100 two-wheel-
ers with a button that cyclists hit 
to log how many employees have 
pushed the pedals each day.

And those with pets can bring 
their dogs to work after they com-
plete an application and enter their 
pooch in a special pet directory. 
But the pups must stick to rules 
in the workplace — they aren’t al-
lowed on furniture or in confer-
ence rooms — to accommodate 
employees who might not dig be-
ing around furry friends. 

“We designed the policy and 
the use of the spaces so it’s pos-
sible for people to bring dogs in 

We get a glimpse of new Dumbo showcase
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Brittany Williams and Nicole Beres enjoy lunch with a furry 
friend at Etsy in Dumbo.

Up to 100 employess can leave their wheels in this conve-
nient storage area inside the Kushner-owned building at 
Adams and Prospect streets.

ON THE RADIO

See ETSY  on page 8

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

Lawyers for the Brooklyn Bridge 
Park have agreed to allow the Brook-
lyn Heights Association to discuss 
confidential talks about plans for Pier 
6 with two activists not involved in 
a lawsuit to stop the construction of 
two controversial apartment towers 
planned for the park, The Brooklyn 
Paper has learned.

The move, demanded by the Heights 
Association, slightly opens a confi-
dentiality agreement that limited the 
talks to the litigants. Two weeks ago, 
Justice Lucy Billings ordered the two 
sides to come up with a compromise, 
essentially putting the fate of Pier 6 in 
the hands of the two powerful orga-
nizations — but the Association pro-
tested, demanding others be allowed 
in on the action. Still, the groups won’t 
say who the “others” are.

“Yesterday [the respondents] agreed 
we could expand the confidentiality 
tent to include the two community 
leaders with whom we have worked 

most closely from the beginning of 
the case,” read an e-mail sent out to 
the influential civic group’s mem-
bers on April 21.

The Heights Association did not 
return calls, and the Park declined 
to comment.

But sources close to the negotia-
tions, who asked for anonymity be-
cause they weren’t authorized to speak 
about the proceedings, told The Paper 
the new agreement allows the Associ-
ation to reveal its discussions within 
Billings’s chambers with a represen-
tative from the anti-tower watchdogs 
the Brooklyn Bridge Park Defense 
Fund and the People for Green Space 
Foundation.

Reached by The Paper, Ren Rich-
mond, the leader of the Green Space 
Foundation, confirmed he will now 
be able to give advice to the Heights 
Association, but Judi Francis, the head 
of the Defense Fund, would not say if 
she was involved in any talks.

Both sides have spent the majority 

Chance to pier in 
More groups allowed to work on 
Bridge Park towers negotiations

See PIER 6  on page 2

LEAVES OF 
GRASS

High times
Gersh and Vince chat with 
the weeders of tomorrow

everything about it.”
Saturday’s all-day workshop 

 at the Electropositive Center  in 
Crown Heights will include such 
sessions as “Building Your Can-
nabis Business — Legal and Ac-
counting,” and “Promoting Your 
Cannabis Business,” plus break-
out sessions with existing busi-
ness owners and, of course, a 
networking party that Plowden 
promised would not include 
any consumption of cannabis 
— though he could not swear 
that no marijuana would be con-
sumed nearby.

“Bottom line: This isn’t about 
getting high — it’s about getting 
rich,” Kuntzman said.

“Exactly,” added Leland Rado-
vanovic, the association spokes-
man and its self-proclaimed “to-
ken white guy.” “We want people 
to leave this event with a business 
plan to start their cannabis com-
pany, whether they learn how to 
become growers in a legal state 
or figure out an ancillary busi-
ness, such as clothing or vape 
shops. Remember, all the same 

See RADIO  on page 2
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Small enough to know you.
Large enough to help you.

24-Month CD

1.60%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

36-Month CD

1.90%
$5,000 minimum deposit

APY1

FRESH DELIVERY TO YOUR HOME
JOIN OUR LOYALTY PROGRAM:
SIGN UP TODAY AND START
GETTING 3G REWARDS!

EBT

$$331 lb.
bag
1 lb.
bag199199

Carrots

4/26 7AM - 5/1 7PM
26 27 28 29 30 1SALE STARTS

DELICIOUS!

Hummus
$$55forfor22

SWEET DEAL!

Greek Yogurt
ea.ea.

¢¢9999

SPECIAL!

Jumbo
Pistachios

$$499499
lb.lb.

PK

Seedless
Watermelons

lb.lb.

¢¢4949
Broccoli

$$55forfor33 $$221 lb.
Pkg
1 lb.
Pkg44

California
Strawberries

Vidalia Onions

lb.lb.

¢¢4949
Gala Apples

lb.lb.

¢¢7979
Tomatoes
on the Vine

lb.lb.

¢¢8989
Jumbo
Cantaloupes

$$44forfor22

Organic
Bananas

lb.lb.

¢¢6969
ORGANIC Organic

Grape Tomatoes

33$$
forfor22

ORGANIC Extra Large Eggs

¢¢9999
Wisconsin
Provolone

$$299299
lb.lb.

jobs that are required in any 
legal industry are required in 
the cannabis industry. You can 
do it in New York as long as 
touching the plant isn’t your 
priority.”

Kuntzman and co-host 
Vince DiMiceli — full dis-
closure: they only get high on 
whiskey after the show — def-
initely wanted to know more 
about touching the plant. In-
deed, Kuntzman shared nu-
merous stories of the few 
times when he was high, in-
cluding a college toking ex-
perience that led to a brief 
sexual affair with an angora 
sweater and a more recent in-
gestion of marijuana that led 
Kuntzman to that most rar-
est of states: silence.

Also on Brooklyn Pa-
per Radio this week, we re-
turned to our weekly seg-
ment, “Vince Talks About 
Some Crazy Stuff.” In this 
week’s edition, DiMiceli re-

galed Kuntzman and listen-
ers with a story of a dead bird 
that he discovered under the 
hood of his car.

“It was just bones and 
a beak,” DiMiceli said. 
“Though a beak is techni-
cally bone.”

Cannabis Cultural Asso-
ciation “Entrepreneur Em-
powerment Workshop,” at 
Electropositive Center (639 
Classon Ave. between Pacific 
and Dean streets) April 29, 
1-8 pm. Tickets are $50, but 
Brooklyn Paper Radio listen-
ers can use the promo code 
420 for half-priced entry. For 
info, visit www.wearecanna-
bisculture.com.

Brooklyn Paper Radio is 
recorded and podcast live 
every Tuesday — for your 
convenience — from our 
studio in America’s Down-
town and can be found, as 
always but not likely forev-
er, on BrooklynPaper.com, 
on  iTunes , on  Mixlr , and of 
course, on  Stitcher .

Continued from page 1

RADIO...

of their two court appearances 
inside the justice’s chambers 
in an effort to see if they could 
reach a compromise over the 
construction of the high-rises. 
A previous confidentiality ar-
rangement mandated that the 
park only share information 
with its 16-person board and 
the eight person board of Em-
pire State Development — a 
quasi-governmental agency 
that oversees development 
across the state. 

On the other side, the 
Brooklyn Heights Associa-
tion was authorized to let its 
five-person board in on the 
contents of the talks. 

The civic group’s leaders 
and lawyers had been pushing 
for the park to allow it to share 
information from the private 
discussions with more lead-
ers from the community who 
are not involved in the civic 
group, threatening to stop ne-
gotiations with the greensward 
bigwigs if it refused to do so, 
 attorney Richard Ziegler told 
this paper last week .  

Both Francis and Richmond 
— who has put together finan-

cial reports showing the park 
is undervaluing its properties 
and is flush with cash —  have 
long campaigned against hous-
ing in the green space as lead-
ers of their respective organi-
zations  and will now be able 
to weigh in on the discussions, 
although they will not be al-
lowed into the justice’s cham-
bers, a source said.

The Brooklyn Heights As-
sociation assured members it 
won’t be making any decisions 
behind closed doors, though, 
saying it’s only in the prelim-
inary rounds of settlement at-
tempts and would reach out to 
the community before mak-
ing any final calls, according 
to the e-mail.

“No one should have any 
concern that we would en-
ter into any resolution with-
out input from the commu-
nity,” it said.

How it could do so with-
out violating the present con-
fidentiality agreement was not 
clear, and the Heights Associ-
ation did not return calls seek-
ing clarification.

The case will return to court 
on Wednesday, Aug. 26. 

Continued from page 1

PIER 6...

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Talk about high-speed in-
ternet!

The buses of tomorrow hit 
the streets of Brooklyn last 
week, providing the same 
wireless internet access to 
above-ground commuters that 
subway straphangers have en-
joyed since January.

Three new buses f lush 
with wireless internet and 
digital charging ports ar-
rived in Brooklyn as part 

of the initial rollout of some 
86 shiny new people haul-
ers, which will continue to be 
introduced at a rate of three 
to five buses per week until 
mid-October.

The web-surfing shut-
tles will serve the B4, B8, 
B9, B11, B16, B35, B37. B43, 
B61, B63, B67, B68, B69, and 
B70 lines. 

The transit authority’s new 
toys are part of a $1.3 bil-
lion state investment in the 
city’s bus fleet, which will 

culminate in 2,042 new fu-
ture-ready land crawlers by 
2022. 

The authority also plans to 
retrofit existing buses with the 
same digital-age amenities as 
the new shuttles, in addition 
to erecting partitions walling 
off drivers from the masses 
and installing security cam-
eras that will “enhance the 
safety of both bus operators 
and passengers,” according to 
the governor’s office.

Additional future-tech 

Street surfi ng
Internet-equipped buses hit the streets

on the horizon for Brook-
lyn buses includes a colli-
sion avoidance system the 
transit authority hopes will 

prevent some 1,600 buses 
from colliding with stuff 
annually by mid-2018, and 
digital information screens 

displaying route informa-
tion and travel advisories 
planned for some 3,600 bus-
ses by 2020.

A fleet of new internet-equipped buses are coming to lines across the bor-
ough before the end of October.
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Since 1937, the RWDSU has repre-
sented the employees at Blooming-
dale’s flagship store on 59th Street.

The store is a New York City institution and an
internationally famous tourist destination.
Every year it generates millions of dollars in
profits for Bloomingdale’s and serves as an
icon for the upscale retail chain. 

The customer service provided by
RWDSU Local 3 members is one of the rea-
sons for the enduring popularity at this iconic
store. Bloomingdale’s workers’ customer
service and skills on the sales floor at the 59th
street store have helped establish the Bloom-
ingdale’s brand which has benefited the re-
tailer’s sales both in-store and online. 

That’s why it’s important that Blooming-
dale’s invests in its workers. They want the in-
store experience to be a positive one for
customers, created by motivated workers.
Bloomingdale’s needs to negotiate a fair new
contract with its workers by the May 1 dead-
line. Negotiations have so far been difficult,
with the company asking for unreasonable
givebacks and refusing to address issues with
the commission policy that are hitting work-
ers’ paychecks hard.

At 59th Street, online sales are happening
because of the work Local 3 members do on
the sales floor – often spending hours provid-
ing service to customers who then finalize their
sales online. In fact, Bloomingdale’s has placed
signs in the store encouraging customers to fi-
nalize their purchases online. Workers’ time
and attention are helping to make sales every
day, but commissions that should be going to
them are instead being pocketed by manage-
ment. This is resulting in huge pay cuts for
Bloomingdale’s workers, the majority of whom
are paid only through their commissions.
Bloomingdale’s workers are reporting that they

are taking home at least 20 percent less than
they were five years ago.

Bloomingdale’s management has so far re-
fused to consider reasonable solutions to this
issue that would reward commission pay from
these types of sales while still providing cus-
tomers with the option to pay online for in-
store sales. In addition, Bloomingdale’s health
care benefits are becoming unaffordable for
workers, with premiums going up each year
and outpacing employee wage increases. The
company also wants to take away hard-won
seniority rights and other benefits from senior
employees. And, Bloomingdale’s workers are
also being harmed by a store policy which re-
quires them to give up commissions even
months after a sale is made if an item is re-
turned. When they get their paychecks they
don’t even know if they will be able to keep the
money they have earned or will be forced to
return it at a later date.

The bottom line is that Bloomingdale’s
needs to reinvest in its workforce to build for the
future, and to protect its brand. It’s what will
keep people shopping at Bloomingdale’s and on-
line. It’s more important than ever that Bloom-
ingdale’s ensures a positive in-store experience
– and not just to make sales, but to preserve the
mystique of the Bloomingdale’s brand that tran-
scends their brick-and mortar stores. 

RWDSU members will not accept a con-
tract that diminishes the value they provide
for Bloomingdale’s. And
Bloomingdale’s shouldn’t
pursue a contract that will
hurt their workers as well
as their standing as a
premier shopping desti-
nation and experience.

Our Perspective

Bloomingdale’s Needs to
Recognize Value of Its Workers
By Stuart Appelbaum, President 
Retail, Wholesale and Department Store Union, UFCW

www.rwdsu.org

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

Developers seeking to 
build two controversial tow-
ers a stone’s throw from the 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden 
pulled their application for a 
zoning variance hours before 
Community Board 9’s Land 
Use Committee was expected 
to decide on the matter. 

Cornell Realty gave no rea-
son for its decision to cut and 
run in a letter informing the 
Department of City Planning 
of its change of plans, but area 
activists believe an online pe-
tition condemning the devel-
opment that  gained 4,000 sig-
natures in a matter of days  had 
something to do with it. 

“I think the petition did a 
wonderful job,” said Alicia 
Boyd, who heads group Move-
ment to Protect the People, an 
“anti-gentrification” group that 
feared the towers would cast 
dangerous shadows over the 
park. “We got over 4,000 sig-
natures in less than seven days. 
It was very impressive.”

Cornell was seeking a zon-
ing variance through Mayor 
DeBlasio’s Mandatory Inclu-
sionary Housing program that 
would allow the developer to 
erect two 175-foot-tall tow-
ers at 40 Crown St. and 931 
Carroll St. near Franklin Av-

enue in exchange for provid-
ing 152 of its 518 units at a 
below-market rate. 

Current laws restrict build-
ing heights around Brooklyn 
Botanic Garden — where the 
shadows cast by skyscrapers 
can deprive plants of sunlight, 
potentially hurting them.

Cornell Realty conducted 
several city mandated shadow 
studies it claims proved the 
buildings would not harm the 
leafy attractions, according to 
garden spokeswoman Eliza-
beth Reina-Longoria.

But that study only ac-
counted for the 175 feet of 
development rights Cornell 
sought through its zoning re-
quest, and failed to account 
for any bulkheads, which shel-
ter rooftop mechanical equip-
ment and can add an addi-
tional 40 feet to the top of 
a building,  and opponents 
fear shadows cast by those 
would leave the gardens in 
darkness for far longer than 
the few minutes the develop-
er’s analysis predicted.

“They wouldn’t have 
been shadows for minutes,” 
said area resident Lorraine 
Thomas, “they would have 
been shadows for hours.”

That’s the argument that 
drew Brooklyn Botanic Gar-
den lovers the world over to 
sign the change.org petition 

GAR-DONE!
Developer nixes plan for 
towers by Botanic Garden

From left, locals Deborah Marcano, Alicia Boyd, and 
Maxine Barnes were furious that Community Board 
9’s Land Use Committee voted to approve a devel-
oper’s request for a zoning change that they say will 
cast shadows over the Brooklyn Botanic Garden.
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created in opposition to the 
development, which included 
signatures of plant fans from 
distant locales including Man-
chester, England; Sun City, 
Ariz.; and even Brooklyn, 
Ark. — where one man wrote 
“Enough is enough!”

Boyd figures the petition 
would have made it next 
to impossible for Council-
woman Laurie Cumbo (D–
Crown Heights), who has a 
big say on zoning change re-
quests in her district, to sup-
port the plan. 

Cumbo’s already consider-
ing redevelopment of the  his-
toric Bedford-Union Armory 
building in Crown Heights , 

and would have been hard 
pressed to support another 
controversial development 
with an election just around 
the corner, Boyd said.

“She already has her 
hands full with the Ar-
mory and didn’t want to en-
gage in another large fight,” 
Boyd said.

The news of Cornell’s sud-
den change of heart is a cause 
for celebration, said Thomas, 
but her relief is likely to be 
temporary — the developer’s 
letter noted it would resub-
mit its application “after addi-
tional outreach to community 
stakeholders and elected offi-
cials” was conducted.

By Colin Mixson
Brooklyn Paper

This nursing home has so 
many centenarians, they have 
to share a birthday cake!

Eight Brooklyn elders more 
than 100 years old celebrated 
a joint birthday bash at the 
Center for Nursing and Re-
habilitation in Crown Heights 
on April 21.

“I’ve been in the field for 
15 years, and we used to have 

one, maximum two centenar-
ians,” said Veronica Kanin-
ska, recreation manager at the 
nursing home. 

Celebrating their ripe old 
age were 103-year-olds Beu-
lah Bullock and Patty Collins; 
101-year-olds Isabella Green, 
Gertrude Jenkins, and Etienne 
Amable; 100-year-olds Julia 
Georges and Esther Hobson; 
and Mariana Gonzalez, who 
turns 100 in May.

800 candles
Eight centenarians’ b-day

Mariana Gonzalez celebrated her 100th birthday 
with daughters Elsie Gonzalez and Heydre Gonza-
lez, and son William Gonzalez.
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•  Tooth Bleaching (whitening)
•  Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 

Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping)
•  Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment
•  Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings
• Implant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored)
• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air)

Affordable Family Dentistry
in modern pleasant surroundings

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave)
Emergencies treated promptly

Special care for children & anxious patients
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer
544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens

624-5554  624-7055
Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking

and insurance plans accommodated

UNLIMITED DELUXE BUFFET
FEATURING YOUR ITALIAN FAVORITES

Rigatoni Filet de Pomodori, Tortellini Alfredo
Cavatelli w/ Broccoli Rabe, Meatballs

Penne Vodka, Eggplant Rollatini, Fried Zucchini
Veal Saltimboca, Chicken Piccata, 

Fried Calamari, Baked Clams
Mussels Bianco, Salad Bar

Carving Station
Sliced Steak, Loin of Pork, Turkey

Dessert Bar
Including

Cookies, Italian Cheesecake, Mousse Pies, Fresh Fruit
Pastries, Coffee, Espresso and Much More
CHICKEN FINGERS AND FRENCH FRIES AVAILABLE FOR KIDS

PARTIES OF 6 OR MORE .... 18% GRATUITY WILL BE ADDED TO THE CHECK

MOTHER’S DAY

8015/23 13th Ave.

718.331.2900
3:00 PM

CATERERS
$45.00+ tax & GratuitiesChildren 10 and underhalf price

84TH PRECINCT
Brooklyn Heights–

DUMBO–Boerum Hill–
Downtown

A woman who met a man 
in a bodega and was invited 
to accompany him to his Wil-
loughby Street home robbed 
him of $19,000 worth of jew-
elry on April 16.   

The victim and his friend 
met the lady at the store around 
8 pm and invited her back to 
his apartment near Duffield 
Street to hang out, according 
to a report. His friend left a 

couple hours later, leaving the 
woman alone with him. 

The victim then fell asleep 
and he woke up in the morn-
ing to discover she had left 
and taken the jewelry that was 
on the counter — including 
a $10,000 bracelet.

Made his point 
A brute flashed a knife at 

a man on Livingston Street 
on April 17 and demanded 
his phone. 

The victim was on his way 
to work near Bond Street at 
around 11 am when the creep 
tapped him on the shoulder, 

showed him the blade in his 
backpack, and then growled, 
“Give me your phone,” author-
ities said. He handed over his 
phone and the lout fled, ac-
cording to cops.

Senior scuffle 
Cops cuffed a guy who they 

say tried to snatch a 63-year-

old man’s phone out of his 
hands as he was sitting on 
a Manhattan-bound A train 
at Hoyt-Schermerhorn streets 
station on April 18.

The senior was seated 
aboard the subway around 
12:30 am when the suspect 
grabbed his phone as the door 

opened, police said. The man 
was able to grab the guy’s 
jacket to hold him back and 
they got into a small scuffle, 
with both of them falling to 
the ground, cops said. 

The suspect fled, but po-
lice tracked him down and 
slapped handcuffs on him, 
said cops.

Slashed
Some bruiser cut a guy’s 

neck with an unknown ob-
ject while he was inside a 
Fulton Street restaurant on 
April 22. 

The victim told police he 
was in the eatery near Pearl 
Street at 10:20 pm when the 
nogoodnik slashed him in the 
left side of the neck, accord-
ing to police.

Wine and crime 
A crew of looters broke 

into a Water Street eatery and 
stole five bottles of Sauvignon 
Blanc on April 17.

The five crooks entered 
the establishment near Old 
Fulton Street at 2:45 am and 
lifted $140 worth of the white 
wine, authorities said.

88TH PRECINCT
Fort Greene–Clinton Hill

Cutting retort
Some lout slashed a guy 

on Atlantic Avenue after the 
jerk made an unsuccessful at-
tempt to steal his Beats head-
phones on April 17.

The victim told authori-
ties he was walking near Car-
lton Avenue at 5:50 pm when 
the brute tried to snatch his 
fancy headphones from his 
pocket. The guy resisted and 
the bruiser pulled out an un-
known object, cut him on the 
left cheek and hand, and fled, 
according to a report. 

Salon snatch 
A sneak stole a woman’s 

wallet while she was getting 
her nails done at a Classon Av-
enue salon on April 22. 

The woman left her purse 
unattended as she was get-
ting touched up in the shop by 
Lafayette Avenue at 3:15 pm 
and returned to it to find that 
a weasel had taken her wallet 
containing $50, her identifi-
cation card, and debit card, 
authorities said.

Bike burglar 
Some nogoodnik broke into 

a Washington Avenue yard 
and stole a pricey bicycle dur-
ing the night of April 16.

The punk entered the 
front yard between Gates 
and Greene avenues at 11:50 
pm, busted open the lock to 
a shed where the ride was 
stored, and took the Surly 
Cross Check two-wheeler all 
while the victim was asleep, 
a report said. 

Grab and go 
A thief lifted a woman’s 

bag while she was chowing 
down at a Fulton Street eat-
ery on April 23. 

The victim had placed her 
bag by her foot while she was 
eating in the shop near Wash-
ington Avenue at 1:20 pm, 
police said. Then, another 
woman bent over, grabbed 
the bag, and fled, according 
to a report. — Lauren Gill

78TH PRECINCT
Park Slope

Unprovoked
Police busted an alleged 

wacko suspected of wounding 
a nurse in an attack on Sixth 
Street on April 15.

The victim told police 
she was between Seventh 
and Eighth avenues at 7:10 
pm, when, to her horror, the 
suspect suddenly grabbed her 
face and smashed her head 
against a wall.

Investigators later discov-
ered the suspect had been re-
cently discharged following a 
psychological evaluation prior 
to the attack, cops said.

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

A new seven-story high 
school in Clinton Hill would 
help turn a tranquil neighbor-
hood into an overcrowded 
mess by emboldening other 
builders to build big, argued a 
neighborhood leader at a hear-
ing on Tuesday.

“It would dramatically 
and unalterably change the 
nature and characteristics of 
our Clinton Hill community,” 
said David Moore, who is the 
president of the 15 Quincy 
Street Tenants Association. 
“It encourages dangerous 

precedent for mega buildings 
throughout our quiet Brook-
lyn neighborhood.” 

Leaders for Unity Prepara-
tory Charter School are apply-
ing for zoning exemptions  to 
build the 100-foot high school-
house  on Lexington Avenue 
between Classon and Grand 
avenue on land owned by 
housing advocacy group Im-
pacct Brooklyn. 

The Community Board 2 
land use committee approved 
the plan at a February meeting 
after school officials told the 
panel it had consulted with lo-
cals, but irate neighbors said 

Clinton Hillers rally against planned seven-story school 
they knew nothing about it. 
Minutes of a November ten-
ants association meeting show 
that the possibility of a school 
did come up, but  no one told 
residents that the plan was 
moving forward after that . 

Neighbors then appealed to 
the panel to delay the full board 
vote so they could make their 
case before it voted on a rec-
ommendation to send onto the 
Board of Standards and Ap-
peals, and they got their chance 
at Tuesday’s hearing. 

Residents railed against the 
project, arguing teachers and 
parents driving their teens 

to the new school will cre-
ate congestion, especially be-
cause it is located on a dead-
end street. 

And the building contain-
ing below-market-rate apart-
ments on Quincy Street cur-
rently looks out onto a parking 
lot where the school would be 
built, blocking light and air 
to some apartments that only 
have rear facing windows. 

“You’re going to lock me 
in,” said tenant Eileen Rivera, 
who threatened to move away 
if the proposal is approved. 
“I’m basically just going to be 
looking at a brick wall.” 

But school officials said 
that neighbors have nothing 
to worry about since the ma-
jority of student body lives in 
Fort Greene, Clinton Hill, and 
Bedford-Stuyvesant, and will 
walk or take public transpor-
tation to school. One teen re-
assured the room that educa-
tors wouldn’t be flooding the 
streets with cars, anyway, be-
cause they’d much rather hop 
on their bikes. 

“Most of the teachers at 
my school are hippies, they 
ride their bikes everywhere,” 
said Tashara Watt. 

Currently, kids must travel 

to the school’s temporary loca-
tion in Brownsville and lead-
ers want to move the opera-
tion closer to teens’ homes, but 
can’t find any sites they can af-
ford in the booming nabes as 
cheap as the Impacct lot, ac-
cording to Unity’s leader. 

“The rising prices makes 
it very hard for us to afford 
to have a private site in the 
area, so this site offers just 
that,” said Josh Beauregard, 
who is the school’s co-founder. 
“Without this option, we 
would not be able to afford 
to exist in the district.” 

Locals maintained that they 

aren’t opposed the project be-
cause they hate education and 
offered to help find another 
affordable lot. They instead 
said they are upset because 
the same developer behind 
15 Quincy is also building 
the charter school — Mana-
tus Development — and ac-
cused it of caring more about 
cashing in than the people who 
live there. 

“We want them here in our 
neighborhood but it’s in the 
wrong place, that block is too 
small, it’s overbuilt, and the de-
veloper is double dipping,” said 
Nicole Thompson Adams. 

The propsed Unity Pre-
partory Charter School 
in Clinton Hill.
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Woman steals thousands in jewelry
 POLICE BLOTTER

Find more online every Wednesday at
BrooklynPaper.com/blotter

The victim was rushed 
to Methodist Hospital, for 
treatment.

Have a drink
Cops cuffed a woman ac-

cused of hurling drinking 
glasses inside a Fifth Avenue 
restaurant on April 10.

An employee told po-
lice the suspect was inside 
the eatery between Seventh 
and Eighth streets at 9:20 pm 
when she went bonkers and 
decided to send glassware 
sailing through the diner.

Prospect slasher
Officers arrested a man 

suspected of slashing an-
other gentleman inside Pros-
pect Park on April 10.

The victim told police 
he was engaged in a shout-
ing match with the suspect 
inside the green space near 
Parkside Avenue at 11:10 am, 
when the other man flew into 
a rage and slashed him across 
the top of his head.

Not satisfied with causing 
a nasty gash, the suspect then 
grabbed a stick and bashed 
the hapless park patron on 
the head, cops said.

Pervy perp
Cops arrested a 54-year-

old man who they say stole 
more than $1,100 worth of 
undies and other women’s 
undergarments from a Flat-
bush Avenue lingerie shop on 
April 12.

An employee told police 
she was working inside the re-
tail shop near Atlantic Avenue 
at 12:35 pm when she spotted 
the suspect nab about 40 pairs 
of panties, along with knock-
out pants and knit tops, before 
breezing past the register with 
his ill-gotten girl stuff.

But the worker followed 
the man into the nearby At-
lantic Avenue subway ter-
minal, when she called the 
police, who later the nabbed 
the suspect with his illicit un-
mentionables in hand, cops 
said.

Import export
Some thief drove off with 

a 66-year-old woman’s 2012 
Toyota she parked along Sec-
ond Street on April 9.

The victim told police 
that she left her ride between 
Eighth Avenue and Prospect 
Park West at 10 pm, and re-
turned the following morning 
to find an empty spot.

— Colin Mixson

76TH PRECINCT
Carroll Gardens

–Cobble Hill–Red Hook

Where’s his car?
Some nogoodnik stole a 

guy’s car parked on Court 
Street on April 23, police 
said.

The guy left his white 2007 
Chevy Silverado in a park-
ing lot near Halleck Street at 
9:30 pm and when he returned 
at 11 pm, it was gone, offi-
cials said. The baddie drove 
off with the car with a cooler 
and bunch of tools inside, ac-
cording to authorities. 

Caught 
Cops cuffed a guy who they 

say tried to break into a wom-
an’s Kane Street apartment 
on April 21. 

The suspect broke the lock 
of the residence between Co-
lumbia and Hicks streets and 
climbed up to the roof when 
he saw police coming, ac-
cording to authorities. The 
suspect had a metal pipe on 
him and was arrested for bur-
glary, trespassing, and crim-
inal possession of a weapon, 
police said. 

Unfresh
A jerk swiped a woman’s 

groceries from her Tompkins 
Place stoop on April 20, po-
lice said.

The woman told police she 
had ordered $200 worth of 
Fresh Direct groceries, and 
when it was delivered to her 
stoop near Degraw Street 
sometime between 6 pm and 
8:15 pm, the baddie snatched 
it, said cops. 
 — Julianne Cuba
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By Adam Ullian
for Brooklyn Paper

T
hese comedians are fed up! A new Thurs-
day night comedy show is bringing a 
taste of a bygone era to Bushwick. Com-

edy Under Artichoke takes place in the base-
ment of Artichoke Basille’s Pizza at the cor-
ner of Wyckoff Avenue and Troutman Street 
in Bushwick, and co-hosts Auggie Lutz and 
Bob Palos are bringing a retro, classic spin on 
the underground comedy scene. The lounge 
space beneath the pizza joint and bar is the 
perfect venue for a night of libations and 
laughter, and the location keeps the come-
dians full of jokes and of pizza.

We chatted with Lutz about his new com-
edy venture, which started in March.

Brooklyn Paper: Why did you choose 
Artichoke Pizza as a venue?

Auggie Lutz: My co-host Bob Palos and 
I wanted to start a show in a small, intimate 
room, and the lounge under Artichoke is 
perfect. It has low ceilings and a few can-
dle-lit tables, and it packs out pretty quickly. 
That and everyone at Artichoke has been 
great to us. They make sure all the comics 
are full of pizza before they leave. 

BP: There are many comedy shows that 
pop up in Bushwick. How do you make 
this one unique?

AL: We wear suits. We were tired of 

seeing shows hosted by hipsters in hood-
ies, who didn’t really put any effort into 
it. So we decided we would at least look 
good for each show.

BP: Is there certain vibe that you’d like 
to create that isn’t necessarily happening 
at other shows?

AL: The show has a speakeasy type of 
vibe. It’s in a dark little basement, hosted 
by two guys in nice suits, and our micro-
phone is one of those old-timey jazz mi-
crophones. 

BP: It’s early on, but have there been any 
memorable moments at the show?

AL: The superintendent of the building, 
“Rocko,” has been stopping by to watch the 
shows. He’s great. He sits in the back and 
loves it all — although he does get a little 
vocal at times and needs to be reminded 
he’s not a comedian.

“Comedy Under Artichoke” at Arti-
choke Basille’s Pizza [18 Wyckoff Ave. at 
Troutman Street in Bushwick, (718) 386–
0333, www.artichokepizza.com]. Thurs-
days at 10 pm. Free.

C O M E DY

Damned good

It’s been a hell of a ride!
Pioneering punk band the Damned, which 

will play at Greenpoint’s Warsaw club on May 
5, are part of the “Class of ’77,” a group of 
British punk bands that exploded that year, 
along with the Sex Pistols, the Clash, and the 
Buzzcocks, among others. The movement did 
not have a name at the time, but the band mem-
bers knew they were part of something excit-
ing, said the Damned’s vocalist.

“There was a real buzz and excitement in 
London,” said Dave Vanian (pictured, right). 
“Things were changing. But no one had claimed 
a name for it or named it as a musical move-
ment. The press built that all up, as they al-
ways do.”

The other members of the “Class” all had 
their own approaches, he remembers.

“The beauty of it was that all the bands were 
totally different from each other,” Vanian said. 
“And it didn’t all look the same.” 

The Damned certainly had a distinctive look: 
Vanian struck a proto-goth pose with his all-
black outfits, while bassist Captain Sensible, 
who eventually moved over to guitar, had a 
sense of style all his own with his beret and 
striped shirts. But the group’s focus was on 
the music.

The band has a new album coming out soon, 
and its first record, 1977’s “Damned Damned 
Damned,” was recently reissued to commem-
orate its 40th anniversary. The dozen tracks 
on the older album still feel immediate and 
exuberant. Part of its enduring quality may 
come from the group’s largely apolitical mu-
sic approach, which set the band apart from 
its punk contemporaries. 

The original members, Vanian said “had 
no political issues whatsoever; the band just 
wanted to be a band.”

Vanian has fond memories of those raucous 
nights playing live 40 years ago. 

“It felt to me much how it must have felt 
for the Beatles in the very early days back in 
Liverpool,” he said. “Or when you had the 
Doors and bands like that playing three sets 
a night.” 

He and the other current members of the 
Damned are thrilled to tour again, said Vanian, 
and the feeling of being on the road is much 
the same it was 40 years ago. 

“The glamour doesn’t get any better; I’ll 
tell you that,” he said. “Surprisingly, it’s pretty 
much the same — except I’m a lot older.”

The Damned at Warsaw [261 Driggs Ave. 
at Eckford Street in Greenpoint, (212) 777–
6800, www.warsawconcerts.com]. May 5 at 
7 pm. $40 (VIP $141). — Bill Kopp

M U S I C

He’s not thrown away his shots!
Take a step back in time to the summer of 

1980 with Brooklyn-born photographer Jamel 
Shabazz’s upcoming gallery show “Sights in 
the City,” opening at United Photo Indus-
tries in Dumbo on May 4. The show will de-
but some never-before-published photos that 
candidly capture unique, simple moments of 
life in the city over the last four decades. The 
photographer’s favorite image in the upcom-
ing gallery show is one of two young girls 
playing patty-cake, he said, because it is full 
of youth.

“It represents the innocence of children in a 
world full of prejudice and uncertainty,” said 
Shabazz, who was born and raised in Red 
Hook and now lives on Long Island.

Shabazz picked up his first camera at the 
age of 15 and has not stopped snapping since. 
He began his journey to document his friends 
and random subjects he had met along the 
way during that summer of 1980. Every im-
age, whether simple black and white or in 
full color, is striking in its own way, said 
Shabazz.

“I can honestly say, that all of the images 
selected for this exhibit have special mean-
ing,” he said. 

Shabazz traveled the entirety of the city 
— including the tip of Coney Island to cap-
ture children enjoying the amusement park 
and bustling Times Square — but he has a 
few favorite spots to shoot in the borough he 
once called home, he said. 

“Some of my hot spots to shoot in Brook-
lyn are Prospect Park and the Brooklyn Bo-
tanic Garden for its beautiful landscape and 
greenery, and Coney Island for its rich his-
tory, and overall festive atmosphere,” said 
Shabazz.

Shabazz is now busy working on a new 
book of photographs from East Flatbush, to 
be called “East Flatbush Diaries: Photographs 
from 1980–1985,” he said.

“Sights in the City” at United Photo In-
dustries Gallery [16 Main St. at Water Street 
in Dumbo, (718) 801–8099, www.united-
photoindustries.com]. Opening reception 
May 4, 6–9 pm. On display through June 
17, Tue–Fri, 11 am–6 pm; Sat, Noon–4 pm. 
Free. — Julianne Cuba

Urban images
A R T

By Lauren Gill
Brooklyn Paper

I
t’s not drinko de Mayo!

The Mexican holiday of 
Cinco de Mayo is often cel-

ebrated in the United States 
by rowdy crowds throwing 
down tequila shots and wear-
ing sombreros. But for those 
looking to celebrate Mexico’s 
victory over French forces in 
the Battle of Puebla without 
guzzling down Tecates, we 
have put together a list of 
activities that will keep you 
feeling festive without the 
hangover:

Cinco de borough
Party it up with the Beep 

at the Borough Hall Fiesta, 
presided over by Borough 
President Adams. This sober 
celebration of Mexican inde-
pendence will feature a Mex-
ican flag raising ceremony, 
followed by a reception with 
the honorable consul general 
of Mexico. The event is free, 

but an RSVP is required.
Fiesta at Borough Hall (209 

Joralemon St. at Court Street 
Downtown, www.brooklyn-
usa.org). May 5 at 5 pm. 
RSVP to rsvp@5demayonyc.
com. Free.

Mope in Mayo
Former Smiths frontman 

Morrissey is beloved in Mex-

ico, and next weekend the 
seven-piece act Mexrissey — 
a Morrissey cover band from 
Mexico City — will perform 
his songs with a Spanish twist, 
presenting the dramatic dirges 
with a heavy dose of horns 
and Latin rhythms.

Mexrissey at Brooklyn 
Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. be-
tween N. 11th and N. 12th 

streets in Williamsburg, (718) 
963–3369], www.brooklyn-
bowl.com. May 4 and 5 at 9 
pm. $25.

Into the night
It’s a hot one! For Cinco de 

Mayo, all-star group the Black 
Rock Coalition Orchestra will 
perform a tribute to the music 
of Mexican-American artist 
Carlos Santana. This show is 
going to be smooth!

BAM Cafe (30 Lafayette 
Ave. at Ashland Place in Fort 
Greene, www.bam.org). May 
5 at 9 pm. Free. 

Three for Cinco
Wind down after Cinco de 

Mayo by listening to a live 
mariachi band and watching 
tres movie stars fight bad guys 
south of the border. Nitehawk 
Cinema will screen the 1986 
comedy “Three Amigos!,” at 
two brunch shows, and the 
Grammy-nominated outfit 
Mariachi Flor de Toloache 
— New York’s first and only 
all-female mariachi band — 
will treat audiences to a fi-
ery performance before each 
screening.

Nitehawk Cinema (136 
Metropolitan Ave. between 
Wythe Avenue and Berry 
Street in Williamsburg, www.
nitehawkcinema.com). May 6 
and 7 at 11:15 am. $16.

So well-suited
Comics bring slice of the past to this Brooklyn eatery

Taking the Fifth
Our guide to a sober Cinco de Mayo

Biting humor: Auggie Lutz, one of the hosts of Comedy Under Artichoke, indulges in one of the pizza joint’s filling creations.
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Viva Morrissey!: Mexican cover band Mexrrissey will per-
form re-invented versions of songs from mope master 
Morrissey.

Movie to the beat: All-female mariachi band Ma-
riachi Flor de Toloache will perform at Nitehawk on 
Cinco de Mayo weekend.

Suit up: Bob Palos (pictured) and his 
co-host Auggie Lutz dress up to get 
down to the basement show.
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WHERE TO
FRIDAY
April 28

Folked up!
The three-day Brook-
lyn Folk Festival kicks 
off tonight! The extrav-
aganza of down-home 
tunes will launch with 
performances on two 
stages, featuring the 
Thunderbird American 
Indian Dancers, Ukrai-
nian Village Voices, 
bluegrass from Cole 
Quest and the City 
Pickers, and a solo set 
from Brooklyn’s own 
Feral Foster (pictured). 
The party keeps going 
through Sunday!

8 pm–12:30 am at St. 
Ann’s Church [157 
Montague St. at Clinton 
Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 875–6960], 
www.brooklynfolkfest.
com. $25. 

SATURDAY
April 29

Drag & draw 
It is important for art-
ists to practice drawing 
the human figure — 
but most of the people 
willing to model tend 
to be skinny female art 
students. So tonight’s 
Drag & Drink & Draw 
sketchfest, featuring 
zaftig drag queen 
Alotta McGriddle (pic-
tured) and Chris of Hur, 
will feature a welcome 
change, with a diverse 
array of body types 
and gender presenta-
tions. 

8 pm at Bric House [647 
Fulton St. at Rockwell 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
683–5600, www.bricarts-
media.org]. Free.

SUNDAY
April 30

Pup power
There is no better 
way to spend an 
afternoon than see-
ing adorable doggies 
running around the 
park! And today’s 
Bark Avenue Adopt-
a-thon will send pup-
pers who are up for 
adoption down a red 
carpet so you can 
spot the perfect furry 
friend to take home. 
You can also pose 
with your pooch in 
the photo booth. 

1–5 pm at Carroll Park 
(Court Street between 
Carroll and President 
streets in Carroll Gardens), 
www.facebook.com/
barkaveadoptathon. Free.

MONDAY
May 1

Star Trek is 
the best! 
Activist and actor 
George Takei, who rose 
to fame as the silken-
voiced lieutenant of the 
starship Enterprise, will 
talk tonight about his 
Japanese-American 
family’s internment dur-
ing World War II, his 
work advocating for 
same-sex marriage, 
and some behind-the-
scenes stories of his 
work on “Star Trek,” 
which launched the 
world’s greatest sci-
ence-fiction franchise.

7:30 pm at BAM Howard 
Gilmand Opera House [30 
Lafayette Ave. at Ashland 
Place in Fort Greene, (718) 
636–4100, www.bam.org]. 
$35–$75. 

THURSDAY
May 4

Star Wars is 
the best!
May the Fourth be 
with you! On this hal-
lowed Star Wars day, 
celebrate the return 
of the galaxy’s great-
est science-fiction 
franchise by getting 
drunk with your fel-
low nerds and watch-
ing the latest Star 
Wars movies: “Rogue 
One” and “The Force 
Awakens.”

7:30 pm at the Gemini & 
Scorpio Loft (255 
Douglass St. between 
Nevins Street and Third 
Avenue in Gowanus, 
www.geminiandscorpio.
com). $10 suggested 
donation.

EDITORS’ PICKS

FRI, APRIL 28
ART, STEPHEN LIPUMA: Celebrate the 

release of photographer Lipuma’s 
newest book, “Common Grounds,” 
a collection of photography that 
intimately portrays the strong char-
acter of Brooklyn culture. Free. 6–9 
pm. BrooklynWorks (159 20th St. be-
tween Third and Fourth avenues in 
Park Slope), brooklynworks159.com. 

ART, “CURRENT LOCATIONS” OPEN-
ING RECEPTION: Ground Floor Gal-
lery’s fourth-anniversary exhibition 
is here! With work by Barbara Marks, 
Elise Church, Esperanza Cortés, Kyle 
Vu-Dunn, and Viviane Rombaldi Sep-
pey. Free. 6–8:30 pm. Ground Floor 
Gallery [343 5th St. at Fifth Avenue 
in Park Slope, (646) 801–3338], www.
groundfl oorbk.com. 

ART, “FAD BODIES” OPENING RE-
CEPTION: A solo exhibit of sculp-
tural pieces made out of yoga mats 
by Alex Ebstein. Free. 6–9 pm. 
Victor + Mo (56 Bogart St. between 
Harrison Place and Grattan Street in 
Bushwick). 

COMEDY, POSTMEN: Comedy trio 
Postmen bring their frenzied, physi-
cal, hyper-absurdist sketch and im-
prov show to Bushwick. $5. 7:30 
pm. Cobra Club (6 Wyckoff Ave. 
between Jefferson and Troutman 
streets in Bushwick), www.cobra-
clubbk.com. 

MUSIC, TOO MANY ZOOZ: The brass 
house trio plays two nights at Brook-
lyn Bowl. $20 ($17 in advance). 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Bowl [61 Wythe Ave. be-
tween N. 11th and N. 12th streets in 
Williamsburg, (718) 963–3369], www.
brooklynbowl.com. 

THEATER, “HAPPY DAYS”: Academy 
Award winner Diane Wiest stars in 
Samuel Beckett’s “Happy Days,” 
a modern drama about buoyant 
resourcefulness and unassum-
ing grace in the face of inevitable 
oblivion. $85–$110. 7:30 pm. The-
atre for a New Audience, Polonsky 
Shakespeare Center [262 Ashland 
Pl. between Fulton Street and Lafay-
ette Avenue in Fort Greene, (212) 
229–2819], www.tfana.org. 

THEATER, “RAGTIME”: The Gallery 
Players closes its 50th season with 
a powerful musical about American 
families in the early 20th century. 
$25 ($20 for students and seniors). 
8 pm. Gallery Players [199 14th St. 

between Fourth and Fifth avenues 
in Park Slope, (212) 352–3101], www.
galleryplayers.com. 

THEATER, “EVERYDAY AFROPLAY”: 
A collection of tiny plays that stretch 
the concept of blackness from the 
political to sublime. $15. 8 pm. Jack 
(505 Waverly Ave. between Fulton 
Street and Atlantic Avenue in Clinton 
Hill), www.jackny.org. 

NIGHTLIFE, CHAMPAGNE RIOT 
SPRING FLING: Dress up for this 
vintage fantasy party of jazz, bur-
lesque and vaudeville at this Mexi-
can restaurant. Make a reservation 
after buying a ticket! $25 ($20 in 
advance). 10:30 pm. Guadalupe Inn 
[1 Knickerbocker Ave. at Johnson 
Avenue, (718) 366–0500], thecham-
pagneriot.com. 

SAT, APRIL 29
WORLD TAI CHI AND QIGONG DAY: 

Free instruction and demonstra-
tions given by Sifu Tzyann Hsu, chief 
instructor at Qi Tao. Free. 9:30 am. 
Grand Army Plaza (Union Street 
between Flatbush Avenue and Pros-
pect Park West in Park Slope). 

ART, BOTANICAL DRAWING CLASS: 
Artist Katherine Keltner will show 
participants how to look at plants 
and  translate what you see to paper. 
Bring your own materials, or pur-
chase materials at cost. $40. 11 am–1 
pm. The Old Stone House [336 Third 
St. between Fourth and Fifth av-
enues in Park Slope, (718) 768–3195], 
theoldstonehouse.org. 

MUSIC, HOUSE OF WATERS: The 
Brooklyn-based band with a remark-
ably unique global sound performs. 
Part of the free performance series 
featuring rock, jazz, R&B, world, 
pop, and more. Free. 9 pm. BAM 
Cafe (30 Lafayette Ave. between 
Ashland Place and St. Felix Street 
in Fort Greene), www.bam.org/pro-

See 9 DAYS on page 7

NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN

Find lots more listings online at
BrooklynPaper.com/EventsSAT, MAY 6

MUSIC, BARBRA STREISAND: 
$126–$1,200. 8 pm.

SAT, MAY 12
MUSIC, MOTHER’S DAY GOOD 

MUSIC FEST: With Tyrese, 
Anthony Hamilton, KEM and 
Brandy. $65–$355. 8 pm.

SAT, MAY 19
MUSIC, FUTURE: With Migos, Tory 

Lanez, Kodak Black and Zoey 
Dollaz. $49–$625. 7 pm.

SAT, JUNE 3
MUSIC, AN EVENING WITH VIC-

TOR DROBYSH AND FRIENDS: 
$55–$395. 7 pm

TUE, JUNE 6
MUSIC, THE WEEKND: $59–$521. 

7:30 pm

WED, JUNE 7
MUSIC, THE WEEKND: $59–$521. 

7:30 pm

FRI, JUNE 9
MUSIC, SOULFRITO URBAN LATIN 

MUSIC FEST: With Meek Mill, 
Fetty Wap, Young M.A, Uncle 
Murda, and more. $65–$166. 
8 pm

SAT, JUNE 10

MUSIC, 33RD NEW YORK SALSA 

FESTIVAL: With Willie Colón, 

Eddie Palmieri, Tito Nieves, 

Eddie Santiago, and more. $70–

$230. 8 pm

SUN, JUNE 25

SPORTS, BIG 3: Three-on-three 

basketball games with profes-

sional players. $27–$215. 1 pm.

620 Atlantic Ave. at Pacifi c Street in Prospect Heights 
(917) 618–6100, www.barclaysc enter.com.
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DISCOVER THE 
SOUND OF

The Community News Group is proud to 
present Brooklyn Paper Radio. Join Brooklyn 
Paper Editor-in-Chief Vince DiMiceli and the 
New York Daily News’ Gersh Kuntzman every 
Tuesday at 2:00 pm for an hour of talk on topics 
Brooklynites hold dear.

Each show, featuring in-studio guests and call-
out segments, can be listened to live or played 
anytime at your convenience.

Tune in to our new radio 
station every week! 

GERSH KUNTZMANVINCE DIMICELI

WITH

SPONSORED BY

LISTEN EACH TUESDAY AT 2:00PM 
at BrooklynPaper.com/radio

JOSEPH 
LICHTER, 

D.D.S.

Who will be on next?
Each week Brooklyn Paper Radio features your 
neigh bors, repre sentatives in govern ment, and, 
of course big stars. That’s why Brooklyn Paper 
radio is the only webcast where you’ll hear 
Michael Moore, Carlos San tana, Ophira Eisen-
berg, Andrew Dice Clay, Comic Book Artist 
Dean Haspiel and two-time guest Borough 
President Eric Adams.

So tune in each week live Tuesdays at 2:00 pm, 
or check out our archives available at iTunes, 
Stitcher, and Mixlr.

COMING SOON TO
BARCLAYS CENTER

He’s furry-ous!: Singer Tyrese 
Gibson, who stars in the “Fast 
and the Furious” films, will 
perform with Brandy and An-
thony Hamilton on May 12.
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WITH ENGLISH 
SUPERTITLES

DONIZETTI’S

(The Elixir of Love)

Libretto by Felice Romani, 
after a libretto by Eugène Scribe
May 13, 14, 20, & 21 at 3 PM
OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP
5902 Sixth Ave, Brooklyn, NY
Gen Adm: $25  Senior Citizens: $20
Teens: $5  Children: Free  TDF/V
www.ReginaOpera.org
718-259-2772

go green

Save when 
you reuse 
your tote: 

The Vascular Institute
of New York
Welcomes 

Dr. Sheila Blumberg
Vascular Surgeon

Dr. Sheila Blumberg
960 50th Street
Brooklyn, NY 11219

www.VascularNYC.com 
Call for your appointment

718-438-0067
Open Mondays–Sundays
8AM-6PM

Dr. Blumberg is a Board-certified internist
who has dedicated 100% of her time 

to the management of vascular diseases. 
Working in a modern 

4,000-square-foot, state-of-the-art facility, 
Dr. Blumberg focuses 

on minimally invasive techniques that target 
women and underserved minorities.

By Alexandra Simon
Brooklyn Paper

I
t’s the cutting edge of com-
edy!

Swords will flash as de-
mons and samurai do battle 
at the Brooklyn Botanic Gar-
den this weekend. As part 
of the 36th annual Sakura 
Matsuri festival of Japa-
nese culture on April 29–
30, the martial arts dance 
group Samurai Sword Soul 
will perform “Teardrop of 
a Demon,” a tightly choreo-
graphed tale of supernatu-
ral figures that is also filled 
with laughs and drama, said 
the group’s director. 

“It’s a story about a de-
mon who is interested in the 
human world, and his best 
friend who has an opposite 
thought,” said Yoshi Amao, 
who founded the group. 
“They come to the human 
world to rescue a trapped 
samurai and get in trouble 
— it’s a lot of comedy but 
it’s also serious, too.”

The Japanese sword fight-
ing group has appeared at the 
annual cherry blossom fes-
tival every year since 2003, 
but this year’s show is a de-
parture for them, said Amao. 

Mythical figures take a much 
larger role in the show than 
usual, and it will leave guests 
questioning which side to 
root for, he said.

“Demons are the main cast 
and that’s the biggest dif-
ference — they have their 
own point of view, and it is 
so different from a human 
one, but we cannot tell who 
is right objectively,” he said. 
“It is not only a philosoph-
ical, but also a fun and ex-
citing entertainment show 

packed with a lot of action 
with swords and bo sticks 
and comedy scenes.”

During the 45-minute 
show, 17 dancers dressed 
in samurai armor will hack 
and slash at each other with 
spinning, shining blades. But 
you don’t have to worry about 
the actors — the weapons are 
wooden katanas painted to 
look like metal. 

“It’s too dangerous if we 
use a real sword,” said Amao. 
“Our sword fighting requires 
very quick movement and if 
we use real swords we may 
get injured easily.”

Two live musicians will 
also provide a soundtrack 
for the performance, us-
ing the djembe, an African 
drum, and the fut — a tra-
ditional three-stringed Jap-
anese guitar.

Samurai Sword Soul will 
perform on both Saturday 
and Sunday afternoon of 
the festival, and the group 
is looking forward to see-
ing the audience’s reaction 
to this year’s show.

“They will laugh, and they 
can cry and can be healed,” 
said Amao. “People will en-
joy the sword fighting drama 
and they’ll never get bored 
— that’s why our perform-
ers are so popular every year. 
We really appreciate enter-
taining people.”

The festival will feature 
more than 60 other Japa-
nese cultural events dur-
ing its two days, including 
a dance party, live music, 
origami workshops, tea cer-
emonies, and more. Amao, 
who also serves at the fes-

Live by the sword
Dancing demons battle at Sakura festival

tival’s master of ceremony, 
said he is especially looking 
forward to the outfits in the 
cosplayer fashion show.

“One time I found a cos-
player wearing very nice 
samurai armor — it was 
gorgeous and very nice and 
much better than our cos-
tumes,” said Amao. “The 
cosplaying has increased 
and it’s so amazing.”

Samurai Sword Soul at 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden 
[990 Washington Ave. 
between President and 
Carroll streets in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 623–7200, 
www.bbg.org]. April 29 at 
2:30 pm, April 30 at 2 pm. 
Sakura Matsuri Festival 
lasts April 29–30, 10 am–6 
pm. $30 (kids younger than 
12 free). 

Under the cherry bloom: (Pictured top to bottom) 
The members of Samurai Sword Soul will dress as 
demons and samurai for their performances at the 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden on April 29–30.
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COMEDY, DEEP DISH COM-

EDY AT HELL PHONE: 
Amber Rollo hosts a 
stand-up show at this sexy 
speakeasy. Free. 10 pm. 
Hell Phone (247 Varet St. 
between White and Bogart 
streets in Bushwick), www.
hellphonebrooklyn.com. 

FUND-RAISER, THE PHIL 
TAITT SHOW: The show’s 
second annual “Dream 
Reach Inspire” Give Back 
Initiative honors stars who 
have made an impact in the 
community, followed by a 
surprise performance. $16-
$22. St. Francis College (180 
Remsen St. between Clinton 
and Court streets in Brook-
lyn Heights).

READING, BROOKLYN 
BOOKSTORE CRAWL: 
On National Independent 
Bookstore Day, visit the 
borough’s many indepen-
dent bookstores, including 
Greenlight Bookstore. Free. 
9 am–5 pm. Greenlight 
Bookstore [686 Fulton St. 
between S. Elliott Place and 
S. Portland Avenue in Fort 
Greene, (718) 246–0200], 
bkbookstorecrawl.org. 

ART, BROOKLYN FOLK ARTS 
DAY: A full day of classes, 
conversations, and folk art 
performances and dem-
onstrations. $10. 10 am–5 
pm. New York Founda-
tion for the Arts (20 Jay St., 
Suite 740, between John 
and Plymouth streets in 
Dumbo), www.brookly-
nartscouncil.org. 

FAMILY, FIFTH AVENUE FAM-
ILY FESTIVAL OF PARK 
SLOPE: With live perfor-
mances, puppets, games, 
and prizes. The fi rst 200 kids 
will receive Puppetry Arts 
Gift Bags. Free (some ac-
tivities $2–$4). 11 am–3 pm. 
Old Stone House [344 Fifth 
Ave. between Third and 
Fourth streets in Park Slope, 
(718) 768–3703], www.pup-
petryarts.org. 

TALK, CANNABIS SMALL 
BUSINESS WORKSHOP: 
The Cannabis Cultural As-
sociation presents an all-day 
workshop and networking 
event for those getting into 
the canna-biz! $25–$50. 
1PM–8PM. Electropositive 
(639 Classon Ave. between 
Pacifi c and Dean streets in 
Crown Heights), www.elec-
troposi.tv. 

COMEDY, THIS WON’T HURT: 
Comedians from Brooklyn 
and around the country host 
a night of comedy to benefi t 
the Brooklyn Free Clinic. 
$20 ($15 in advance). 7 pm. 
Bell House [149 Seventh St. 
at Third Avenue in Gow-
anus, (718) 643–6510], www.
thebellhouseny.com.

MUSIC, TOO MANY ZOOZ: 8 
pm. See Friday, April 28. 

THEATER, “RAGTIME”: 8 pm. 
See Friday, April 28. 

THEATER, “EVERYDAY AF-
ROPLAY”: 8 pm. See Friday, 
April 28. 

SUN, APRIL 30
EVENT, BROOKLYN FOLK 

FESTIVAL BANJO TOSS: 
The annual banjo-throwing 
competition! Meet at the 
Smith and Ninth streets at 
1 pm, and join the proces-
sion to a point along the 
Gowanus Canal. Free. 1 pm. 
[Smith and Ninth streets in 
Gowanus, (718) 875–6960], 
www.brooklynfolkfest.com. 

MUSIC, “IF WOMEN WILL 
NOT BE INCLINED”: A 
showcase of work by female 
composers from the 19th 
and 20th centuries. $20. 4 
pm. Behind the Door (219 
Court St. at Warren Street 
in Cobble Hill), www.vprop-
era.org. 

THEATER, BINDLESTIFF 
CAVALCADE OF YOUTH: 
Juvenile jugglers, diminu-
tive dancers, adolescent ac-

robats, and a host of other 
majorly talented minors per-
forms. $15 ($10 for kids). 4 
pm. Coney Island USA (1208 
Surf Ave. at W. 12th Street 
in Coney Island), www.co-
neyisland.com. 

DANCE, PERIAPSIS MUSIC 
AND DANCE OPEN SE-
RIES: Performances by NYC 
choreographers who are 
involved in various types of 
musical collaboration. $15–
$30. 5 pm. GK ArtsCen-
ter (29 Jay St. at Plymouth 
Street in Dumbo), www.
gkartscenter.org. 

MUSIC, ALMOST READY 
10 YEAR ANNIVERSARY 
SHOW: Celebrate the 10-
year anniversary of Almost 
Ready records. With Lau-
rice, Ravi Shavi, Bummers 
Eve, Tin Foil, and 1-800-
BAND. $15 ($10 in advance). 
7 pm. Union Pool [484 
Union Ave. at Meeker Av-
enue in Williamsburg, (718) 
609–0484], www.union-
pool.com. 

MUSIC, JAMESTOWN RE-
VIVAL: With opening band 
The Ghost of Paul Revere. 
$20. 8 pm. Brooklyn Steel 
(319 Frost St. at Debevoise 
Avenue in Williamsburg), 
www.bowerypresents.com/
brooklyn-steel. 

CONCERT, “SWING ALONG 
BROADWAY”: Concert pre-
sented by the Regina Opera 
Company of Brooklyn. The 
two hour program features 
showtunes and classics. 
$12 ($5 children and teens). 
3 pm. Our Lady of Per-
petual Help - auditorium 
[5902 Sixth Ave. at 59th 
Street in Sunset Park, (718) 
259–2772], www.reginaop-
era.org. 

MON, MAY 1
TALK, “BIKE MONTH”: Two of 

New York City’s most infl u-
ential advocates for cyclists 
discus the future of biking in 
the city. $5. 6:30 pm. Brook-
lyn Historical Society [128 
Pierrepont St. at Clinton 
Street in Brooklyn Heights, 
(718) 222–4111], www.
brooklynhistory.org. 

COMEDY, NIGHT TRAIN 
WITH WYATT CENAC: 
Brooklyn-based comedy 
favorite Wyatt Cenac hosts 
the best local and interna-
tional stand up comedians, 
musicians, local celebrities, 
and the occasional surprise 
only found in Gowanus. 
$8 ($5 in advance). 8 pm. 
Littlefi eld [622 Degraw St. 
between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues in Gowanus, (718) 
855–3388], www.little-
fi eldnyc.com. 

TALK, THE MOTH STORYS-
LAM: Peter Augero hosts 
a storytelling competition 
where the stage is open to 
any and all with a story to 
tell on the evening’s theme. 
$10. 8 pm. Bell House [149 
Seventh St. at Third Avenue 
in Gowanus, (718) 643–
6510], www.thebellhouseny.
com. 

MUSIC, REVEREND VINCE 
ANDERSON AND THE 
LOVE CHOIR: Free. 10:30 
pm. Union Pool [484 Union 
Ave. at Meeker Avenue 
in Williamsburg, (718) 
609–0484], www.union-
pool.com. 

TUES, MAY 2
TALK, “BRINGING TRUTH 

BACK — REPORTING 
FACTS IN A POST-TRUTH 
ERA”: What does it mean to 
report the news in the age 
of “alternative facts”? New 
York Times writer Sopan 
Deb moderates a panel 
discussion on the future of 
modern journalism in a con-
tentious media landscape. 
$10. 6:30 pm. Brooklyn 
Historical Society [128 Pier-
repont St. at Clinton Street 
in Brooklyn Heights, (718) 
222–4111], www.brooklyn-
history.org. 

ART, DRINK ’N’ DRAW: Bush-
wick’s Image gallery hosts 
nude fi gure drawing for art-
ists. Booze and art supplies 
provided. $10. 8 pm. Image 
Gallery [1501 Broadway 
between Jefferson Avenue 
and Cornelia Street in Bush-
wick, (917) 449–2084], www.
imagegallery.nyc. 

NIGHTLIFE, JUKEBOX 
BINGO: A combination 
of bingo and music trivia, 
with a little bit of karaoke. 
Winners get free tickets to 
shows and events. Free. 8 
pm. Henri’s Backyard (256 
Fourth Ave. between Presi-
dent and Carroll streets in 
Park Slope). 

MUSIC, THE BLACK AN-
GELS: With opening band 
A Place to Bury Strangers. 
$25. 8 pm. Brooklyn Steel 
(319 Frost St. at Debevoise 
Avenue in Williamsburg), 
www.bowerypresents.com/
brooklyn-steel. 

MUSIC, WILSEN: With Alpen-
glow and Hite. $12 ($10 in 
advance). 8 pm. Union Pool 
[484 Union Ave. at Meeker 
Avenue in Williamsburg, 
(718) 609–0484], www.
union-pool.com. 

WED, MAY 3
READING, JERALD PODAIR: 

The author reads from his 
new book “City of Dreams: 
Dodger Stadium and the 
Birth of Modern Los Ange-
les,” and dreams of what 
could have been had the 
team stayed in Brooklyn. $5. 
6:30 pm. Brooklyn Historical 
Society [128 Pierrepont St. 
at Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights, (718) 222–4111], 
www.brooklynhistory.org. 

THEATER, “HAPPY DAYS”: 7 
pm. See Friday, April 28.  

THURS, MAY 4
ART, “SOUNDS UNSEEN” 

OPENING RECEPTION: 
Sarah Hickson’s photos 
from a live music project 
in a French refugee camp 
open the new Studio at St. 
Ann’s Warehouse. Part of 
the Dumbo First Thursday 
Art Walk. Free. 6–8 pm. St. 
Ann’s Warehouse [45 Water 
St. at New Dock Street in 
Dumbo, (718) 834–8794], 
www.stannswarehouse.org. 

ART, KENTUCKY DERBY ART 
PARTY PREVIEW: Smack 
Mellon hosts a preview of 
work in its annual art auc-
tion and Kentucky Derby 
Party. Free. 6–8 pm. Smack 
Mellon [92 Plymouth St. 
at Washington Street in 
DUMBO, (718) 834–8761], 

www.smackmellon.org. 
ART, “EXPRESSIONS AB-

STRACTED” OPENING 
RECEPTION: An exhibit 
of Alejandro Caiazza’s 
paintings of abstract facial 
expressions. Part of the 
Dumbo First Thursday 
Art Walk. Free. 6–8 pm. 
Creativebloch Gallery (145 
Front St., #17, between Jay 
and Pearl streets in Dumbo). 

THEATER, “HAPPY DAYS”: 
7:30 pm. See Friday, April 
28. 

THEATER, “A STATE OF 
EMERGENCE”: Using 
hip-hop theater, compel-
ling narrative, multimedia, 
dance, and testimony, this 
play explores the profound 
but often untold journeys 
that people take after re-
lease from prison. $15. 7:30 
pm. Jack (505 Waverly Ave. 
between Fulton Street and 
Atlantic Avenue in Clinton 
Hill), www.jackny.org. 

MUSIC, TYCHO: $35. 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Steel (319 Frost 
St. at Debevoise Avenue in 
Williamsburg), www.bow-
erypresents.com/brooklyn-
steel. 

MUSIC, BROKEBACK: With 
Mind Over Mirrors. $12 
($10 in advance). 8 pm. 
Union Pool [484 Union Ave. 
at Meeker Avenue in Wil-
liamsburg, (718) 609–0484], 
www.union-pool.com. 

THEATER, “RAGTIME”: 8 pm. 
See Friday, April 28. 

MUSIC, BLAIRE ALISE AND 
THE BOMBSHELLS: The 
bubblegum pop musician 
launches her new album 
“My Eye.” $10 ($8 in ad-
vance). 8 pm. Trans Pecos 
(915 Wyckoff between Han-
cock and Weirfi eld streets in 
Bushwick), www.thetranspe-
cos.com. 

FRI, MAY 5
MUSIC, NAO: With opener 

Brasstracks. $30 ($27.50 in 
advance). 8 pm. Brooklyn 
Steel (319 Frost St. at Debe-
voise Avenue in Williams-
burg), www.bowerypre-
sents.com/brooklyn-steel. 

MUSIC, “RESIST” NYCLU 
FUNDRAISER: A weekend 
of music, comedy, dance, 
and poetry to benefi t the 
New York Civil Liberties 
Union. With American 
String Conspiracy, Band 
of Others, Ernie Vega, and 
many more. $10. 8 pm. Hal-
yards [406 3rd Ave between 
Sixth and Seventh streets in 
Gowanus, (718) 532–8787], 
www.barhalyards.com. 

THEATER, “A STATE OF 
EMERGENCE”: 7:30 pm. 
See Thursday, May 4. 

THEATER, “RAGTIME”: 8 pm. 
See Friday, April 28. 

SAT, MAY 6
MUSIC, BANG ON A CAN 

MARATHON: Some of 
today’s most innovative 
musicians and young artists 
celebrate the 30th anni-
versary of the music phe-
nomenon with eight hours 
worth of fresh new music. 
$16 suggested donation. 
2–10 pm. Brooklyn Museum 
[200 Eastern Pkwy. at Wash-
ington Avenue in Prospect 
Heights, (718) 638–5000], 

www.brooklynmuseum.org. 
MUSIC, BROOKLYN SYM-

PHONY ORCHESTRA: 
Free. 5 pm. South Oxford 
Space (138 S. Oxford St. be-
tween Hanson Place and S. 
Elliott Place in Boerum Hill), 
www.art-newyork.org. 

NIGHTLIFE, LEFTY LUCY: The 
Coney Island burlesque 
queen returns after two 
years in New Orleans to 
open the Burlesque at the 
Beach summer season. $15. 
10 pm. Coney Island USA 
(1208 Surf Ave. at W. 12th 
Street in Coney Island), 
www.coneyisland.com. 

MUSIC, FOUR WOMEN: Nata-
lie Douglas celebrates the 
music of of Nina Simone, 
Lena Horne, Abbey Lincoln, 
and Billie Holiday. $32 to 
$37. 8 pm. On Stage at 
Kingsborough [2001 Orien-
tal Blvd. at Oxford Street 
in Manhattan Beach, (718) 
368–5596], www.onstageat-
kingsborough.org. 

9 DAYS...
Continued from page 6

Man of his time: Marcus Jordan, center, plays piano player and vigilante 
Coalhouse Walker in the Gallery Players production of the historical musica 
“Ragtime,” playing through May 14.
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and not infringe on people,” 
said Josh Wise, who is the 
head of facilities. 

All of these benefits helped 
Etsy win the health and happi-
ness “Petal,” which is awarded 
to buildings that are deigned 
to increase worker’s produc-
tivity by keeping smiles on 
their faces. 

One piece of criteria the 
challenge doesn’t assess is the 
building’s landlord. Kushner 
Companies owns the build-

ing — a factor that pushed 
the  left-leaning newspaper the 
Guardian to abandon a move 
into the complex.  

And given that he’s playing 
a pivotal role in an administra-
tion that has consistently de-
nied climate change, his values 
clash with Etsy’s. But build-
ing ownership wasn’t a factor 
when the lease was signed in 
2014, according to Wise. 

“Etsy signed a 10-year 
lease to our new, global head-
quarters in 2014, which was 

well before the current pres-
ident decided to pursue po-
litical office. At the time, 
we weren’t able to take our 
landlord’s current, overt po-
litical affiliations into con-
sideration because they sim-
ply did not exist,” said Wise. 
“Nevertheless, we’ve estab-
lished a long-term commit-
ment to this space and to our 
community, and we will con-
tinue to be thoughtful in the 
way that we grow.”

The public will soon get to 
peek inside because Etsy is in 
the midst of putting together 
programming during which 
anyone can make things. 

Continued from page 1

ETSY...

C
harming, handsome, and 
homeless, the 25-year-
old we’ll call Bruce 

and I were eating dinner at 
the small Manhattan shel-
ter where I volunteer once a 
month. We were both enjoy-
ing the pasta provided by an-
other volunteer, but only one 
of us was drinking a $3 bot-
tle of water.

“What?” I exclaimed when 
Bruce told me how much he 
had paid for the bottle he had 
bought earlier that day. “How 
can you possibly spend that 
much on water? How can any-
one? Tap water is free!”

Bruce just started an $11-an-
hour job in Brooklyn. He’s got 
to save up for a room, and tak-
ing out $3 chunks for a liquid 
that flows freely just doesn’t 
make sense to me. But to him? 
It is vital. 

“This water is safe,” he said, 
picking up his bottle. 

“So is water from the sink,” 
says I.

His friend, a young woman 
who is also in the workforce 
and also homeless (never as-
sume that homeless equals not 
working) stood up for him. 

“The water from the tap has 
all sorts of chemicals in it.”

“The water in bottles is 
tap water!” an older shelter 
guest chimed in, laughing 
heartily.

Bruce just shrugged.
“I got to stay healthy.”
So allow me, as a public 

service, to ask the questions 
that need answers, beginning 
with: Is bottled water really 
better for us than New York 

City tap water?
“In general, the munici-

pal water supply of any given 
area has more rigorous envi-
ronmental standards and con-
trols than the water supplies 
used by private bottlers,” said 
Richard Murdocco, a colum-
nist who writes on urban plan-
ning issues and has worked 
with environmental and hous-
ing groups. 

What’s more, New York 
City’s water is not just any 
hometown’s H2O. It is a roar-
ing, rushing paragon of purity, 
said Murdocco. 

“The water supply is so 
pure that it went unfiltered 
for decades until federal law 
mandated New York City fil-
ter the water, a move city of-
ficials thought was unneces-
sary.” 

So why are people afraid 
of it?

For starters, because bad 
news always gets more atten-
tion than — yawn — anything 
that is fine. 

“Headlines [are] about 
bad tap water, especially in 
locations like Flint, Michi-
gan,” said Jacob Hatch, au-
thor of the Hydration Any-
where blog. People remember 

fuzzy factoids about plastics 
and pipes and toxins and leach-
ing, but, “In general, water 
quality is something peo-
ple know little about,” said 
Hatch. With so much quasi-
info floating around, we think 
we heard something terrible 
about something, not quite 
sure what, and we not only 
believe it’s true, we believe 
it’s going to kill us all right 
here, right now. 

In point of fact, Hatch con-
tinued, studies show that “bot-
tled water is not, on average, 
any cleaner or safer to drink 
than tap water.” Where bottled 
and tap are not equal is when 
it comes to polluting.

Producing a bottle of wa-
ter actually uses about six 
times more water than is con-
tained in the bottle itself. And 
then there’s the energy used 
to make the bottle, label the 
bottle, fill the bottle, transport 
the bottle (sometimes across 
entire oceans) and stock the 
bottle. Then there’s our en-
ergy we burn to schlep the 
bottle home.

What’s more, 80 percent of 
the 50 billion plastic water bot-
tles purchased in the U.S. ev-
ery year do not end up recy-

cled. Off they go to landfill. 
(More schlepping).

“So if you need the con-
venience of a water bottle,” I 
said to Bruce, “or if you love 
that particular bottle, at least 
reuse it. Just fill it with more 
water tomorrow.”

Oh no, no, no, no, came 
the reply. 

“Refill it and the plastic 
breaks down and gets into 
your blood.”

“That’s patently untrue,” 
says Michael Cervin, author 
of “Our World of Water: The 
Good, the Bad & and the Ugly 
of Earth’s Most Critical Re-
source,” and blogger at This 
World of Water. 

If you are using the same 
bottle for years and years, 
Cervin said, then yes, it can 
start wearing out, the way Tup-
perware gets tired after 10 or 15 
years. But refilling it for weeks 
on end is no threat to anyone’s 
health, so long as you wash 
the bottle out with soap and 
water from time to time. Re-
member, Cervin added, we’re 
not eating the bottle, “we’re 
merely using it as a vessel to 
consume a beverage.”

I didn’t have all this info at 
my fingertips at the shelter, but 
I did have some sheets of paper, 
so I taught Bruce and his friend 
how to make an origami cup 
the next time they’re thirsty 
and don’t want to spend $3. 

Lenore Skenazy’s show 
“World’s Worst Mom” de-
bute in January on the Dis-
covery Life Channel. She is 
also author of Free-Range 
Kids.

Stop buying bottled water

By Lenore Skenazy

There is a lot of talk about 
helping to build jobs at a local 
level, but one entrepreneur de-
cided to do something about it.

Madara Melne founded 
Catch Smart, a networking plat-
form that allows small busi-
nesses and manufacturers to 
have the same marketing pow-
ers as larger companies.  

“With the right information 
and IT support, we can level the 
playing field a bit, and give small 
business owners a bigger voice 
in the market,” she says.

This is what Catch-
Smart aims to do. It allows in-
dependent makers and retail-
ers to connect so that they can 
develop business relationships, 
and promote their goods to cus-
tomers who want to shop local. 
This new platform launched 
on March 1, and Brooklyn was 
chosen as the market in which 
to start because of its thriving 
entrepreneurial scene, says 
Melne. 

She understands the drive 
to succeed because she has this 
same spirit to excel, as do other 
members of her family. As a re-

sult, Melne has witnessed first-
hand the hurdles that small 
business owners face in an ef-
fort to succeed in a world domi-
nated by large global compa-
nies. CatchSmart allows small 
business to become much more 
competitive, she says. 

“It was built to give a leg up 
to small businesses that often 
lack infrastructure, manpower, 
and resources to expand their 
business.”  

The site works as an online co-
operative, with the goal of bring-
ing similar competitive advan-
tages to independent businesses 
that are available to global com-
panies. It offers an easy-to-use 
platform so that smaller busi-
ness owners can discover each 
other, grow faster, and better 
control the production process. 
As a result, waste and overpro-
duction are avoided. 

“CatchSmart believes that 
by offering a robust network and 
tools to small business owners, 
each person has a better chance 
of achieving their dreams while 
also driving the local economy,” 
she says. 

These business tools allow 

them to run their companies 
smarter and more efficiently.  

Tools include a social impact 
score and access to local market 
data and trends, which will lead 
to more informed decisions, she 
says. 

“Members also have access 
to the CatchSmart quality QR 
Code system, which helps lower 
costs, and minimizes difficulties 
that come with pricing, inven-
tory, and shelf placement.”

By linking local retailers 
and makers on one user-friendly 
site, CatchSmart aims to em-
power the local economy and 
minimize waste that comes from 
overproduction. 

Encouraging people to shop 
locally makes a social impact by 
boosting the local economy and 
helping the community. The site 
has created an interactive game 
that demonstrates how to make 
this impact. 

“CatchSmart imagines a 
world where small businesses 
can compete with big busi-
nesses,” Melne says.

CatchSmart (https://catch 
smart.com/makers-and-retail-
ers).

B U S I N E S S ,  B R O O K LY N  S T Y L E  –  A D V E R T I S E M E N T

A New Way to Connect and Grow 
Small Businesses

After you park your bike, 
slap the sign and your 
carbon-free commute 
will be recorded.
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�rooklyn:

home of coney island,  
 the brooklyn bridge, 

and now 
newyork-presbyterian   
brooklyn methodist hospital.

We’re bringing the people of Brooklyn the type of care that comes from being 

part of NewYork-Presbyterian. We’ve expanded our services and added more 

world-class specialists from Weill Cornell Medicine. They join the skilled 

doctors already here serving the community. Learn more at nyp.org/brooklyn


